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OnniE  (Lbieland) — ^Attack  on  Tenant  Bight  Meeting  at  Portadown — 

Questions,   Mr.   O'Dozmell,   Sir  Thomas  M'dure;  Answers,  Mr.  J. 

liOwther  •         . .  . .  . .  • .  • .      426 

Central    College    of    Technical   Education  —  Question,    Mr.    W.    H. 

James;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer         . .  . .     428 

Ordnance  Maps — Hertfordshire — Question,   Mr.   Halsey;  Answer,  Mr. 

Gerard  Noel  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     429 

Crdcinal  Law — Case  of  Martin  Leonard — Question,  Mr.  Edge  ;  Answer, 

Mr.  A^sheton  Cross  . .  . .     429 

Army  Betirement — The  Boyal  Warrant — Question,  Colonel  Arbuthnot ; 

Answer,  Colonel  Lord  Lindsay  . ,  . .  . .     480 

Mercantile  Marine — The  ''Louisa  Fletcher"  of  Liverpool  (ITnsba* 

worthiness) — Question,  Mr.  Biggar ;  Answer,  Viscount  Sandon         . .     480 

Capital  Punishment — The  Prisons  Act,  1868 — Executions  in  Ktredalr 

Oaol — Question,  Mr.  Hibbert;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton  Cross  • .     481 

Moved f  **  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn," — {Mr,  John  Bright :) — ^Aiter 
short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  toithdraum. 

Orders  in  Council — ^Publication — Question,  Mr.  Anderson ;  Answer,  Mr. 

W.  H.  Smith  . .  . .  . .  . .     488 

Navy — Becreation    G-rounds   at  Portsmouth — Question,  Lord  Charles 

Beresford ;  Answer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith     . .  . .  . .     488 

Beturn  of  Members  of  the  Civil  Service  Engaged  in  Trading — Question, 

Mr.  Blake ;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton  Cross  . .  . .     439 

Mercantile    Marine — The  Electric  Lioht  in  Liqbthouses — Question, 

Mr.  Lea ;  Answer,  Yiscount  Sandon  . .  . .  . .     489 

Irish  National  School  Teachers — Question,  Mr.  Dodds;   Answer,  Sir 

Henry  Selwin-Ibbetson        . .  . .  . .  . .     489 

Coroners*  Fees  (Ireland) — Question,  Mr.  O'Clery  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney 

General  for  Ireland  . .  . .  , .     440 

Parliament  —  The  Easter  Becess  —  Question,  Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke  ; 

Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  , .  • ,     440 
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ScTFLT — Order  for  Gommittae  read ;  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Ohair :  " — 

iNTOXioATnro  LiQuoss  (LiOEwoEs) — BEfiOLxmoN — Amendment  propoeed. 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  **  That"  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  **  inasmuch  as  the  ancient  and  avowed  object  of  Licensing  the  Sale  of  Intoxi- 
cating Liquors  is  to  supply  a  supposed  public  want,  without  detriment  to  the 
public  welfare,  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  a  legal  power  of  restraining  the 
issue  or  renewal  of  licences  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  persons  most 
deeply  interested  and  affected,  namely,  the  inhabitants  themselves,  who  are  entitled 
to  protection  from  the  injurious  consequence  of  the  present  system,  by  some  effi- 
cient measure  of  local  option," — {8ir  Wilfrid  Laweon,) — instead  thereof  . .      441 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question :  " — After  long  debate,  Question  put : — ^The  House 
divided;  Ayes  248,  Noes  134;  Majority  114. 

Division  List,  Ayes  and  Noes  . .  . .  •  •     525 

Main  Question,  ''  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leaye  the  Chair,"  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

SUPPLY — eomidered  in  Committee — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

M$9oivid^  That  a  ram,  not  exceeding  £3,410,000,  be  gntnted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  pay 
off  and  discharge  Exchequer  Bonds  that  will  become  due  and  payablie  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1880. 

Besolution  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again 
upon  Monday  next. 


Supply — ^Rbpobt— Resolutions  [4th  March]  reported  . .  '         . .     528 

First  Thirty-Two  Besolutions  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Thirty-Third  Resolution  read  a  first  time. — After  short  debate,  Resolution 
agreed  to. 

Thirty-Fourth  Resolution  read  a  first  time. — After  short  debate,  Resolu- 
tion agreed  to. 

Remaining  Resolutions  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Pbobatss  of  Wills,  Ao.  [Stamp  Duties]— 

Order  for  Committee  read : — Moved,  **  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 

Chair,^''^{Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  ..  ..630 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Matteb  considered  in  Committee — Stamp  Duties  on  Probates,  Lettees 

OF  ADMIIflSTILATION,   AND   InYEKTORIBS. 

After  short  time  spent  therein.  Resolutions  agreed  to;  to  be  reported  upon 
Monday  next. 

MOTIONS. 

Meeohawt  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk — Nomination  of  Select  Committee — 

Moved,  ''That  the  Select  Committee  do  consist  of  Twenty-three  Mem- 
bers,"— (  Viscount  Sandon)   . .  . .  . .  . .     533 

After  short  debate,  Moved,  **  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,"— (ifr. 
E.  Jenkins) : — After  further  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leare,  wUhdraiwn  : 
— Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  nominated : — List  of  the  Committee  *     . ,  . .     54-1 
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Public  Accounts — Nomination  of  Select  Committee — 

Moved f  "That  the  followin.flf  Momhera  be  nominated  as  the  Select  Committee  of 
Pablic  Accounts :— Sir  Walter  Barttblot,  Lord  Frederick  Cavbxdish,  Mr. 
CuBiTT,  Mr.  GoLDNEY,  Mr.  Hankey,  Sir  Henry  Holland,  Sir  John  Lubbock, 
Sir  Charles  Mills,  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Seely,  and  Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibbetson," — 
{Sir  Henry  SelwiH'Ibhetson)  ,  ,  ,  .  ,  ,  .  .       544 

After  short  debate,  Qaestion  put,  and  agreed  to : — Committee  nominated 
aooordingly. 

ORDER    OF    THE    DAY. 
Wats  and  Means — 

Con$%der$d  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.)  , 

(1.)  Retohedy  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the 

service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  3 1st  day  of  March  1880,  the  sum  of  £3,982,902  3«.  3<f. 

be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
(2.)  Besolved,  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the 

service  of  the  year  endin;^  on  the  3lst  day  of  March  1881,  the  sum  of  £16,641,300  be 

granted  out  of  the  Consohdated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

LOEDS,  MONDAY,  MARCH  8. 

BXPOBTIKGI — 

The  Evidence  taken  before  the  Select  Committee  from  time  to  time  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  this  House;  but  no  copies 
thereof  to  be  delivered,  except  to  Members  of  the  Committee,  until 
farther  order.     (No.  28.) 

The  Eastern  Qxtestion — Observations,  Lord  Stratheden  and  Campbell     . »     546 
The  Dissoltttion  of  Paeliakent — Statement,  The  Earl  of  Beaoonsfield    . ,     547 

Beer  Dealers  Retail  Licenses  Bill  (No.  27)— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*,"— (7%<>  Earl  Stanhope)  . .      547 

After  short  debate,  Second  Beading  put  off  to  Thursday  next. 

Belief  Of  Distress  (Ireland)  Bill  (No.  26)— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  Z\''—(The  Lord  President)  . .    ^547 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to : — ^Bill  read  8*  accordingly,  with  the 
Amendments,  and  paued,  and  sent  to  the  Commons.  . 
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SlTTZNGS  OF  THE  HoUSE — 

Resoked,  That  whenever  the  House  shall  meet  at  Two  of  the  clock  the 
Sitting  of  the  House  shall  be  held  subject  to  the  Resolutions  of  the 
House  of  the  80th  day  of  April  1869, — {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)     550 

QUESTIONS. 

SumcAET    JxTEisDicnoN    Act — Non-payment    of    Rates — Question,    Mr. 

Thomson  Hankey ;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton  Cross  . .  . .     550 

Law  and  Justice — The  Colonial  BAB-^Question,  Mr.  Errington  ;  Answer, 

Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach     , .  . .  . .  550 

East  India  (Ecclesiastical  Depabticent) — Question,  Mr.  Baxter  ;  Answer, 

Mr.  E.  Stanhope  . .  . .  . .  . .     651 
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Education — Endowed  Schools — Tunbbidqb  Grammar  School — Question, 

Mr.  Thomson  Hankej;  Answer,  Lord  George  Hamilton  . .     651 

India — The  Attook  Bridge — Question,   Mr.   Onslow;    Answer,   Mr.   E. 

Stanhope         . .  . .  . .  . .  •  •     552 

Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act — Importation  of  Chinese  Hides — 

Question,  Mr.  Mark  Stewart ;  Answer,  Lord  George  Hamilton  . .     552 

Army  (Ireland) — The  Auxiliary  Forces — The  Lieutenant  Colonel  of 

THE  Antrim  Militia — Question,  Mr.  Biggar ;  Answer,  Colonel  Stanley    553 

Seed    Potato    Act — Castlbtown-Berbhaven    Union — Question,    Colonel 

Colthurst;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowther  . ,  . .  . .     554 

Belief  of  Distbess  (Ireland) — ^The  Irish  Church  Temporalities  Com* 
missioners — Question,  Mr.  Gabbett ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  . .  . .  . .  . .     554 

Merchant    Shipping    Acts    (Grain    Cargoes)  —  Question,    Sir    Charles 

Hussell ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  JP.  Egerton        . .  . .     555 

Boiler    EJxplosion,    Garngad    Ironworks,     Glasgow  —  Question,    Mr. 

Anderson ;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton  Cross   . .  . .  . .     556 

Census  (Scotland)  Bill — Question,  Mr.  McLaren ;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton 

Cross  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     557 

The  Dissolxttxon  of  Parliament  —  Statement,   The    Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer : — Short  debate  thereon  . .  . .  •  •     657 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAT. 

Supply — Order  for  Committee  read ;  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair :  ** — 

Navy — ^The  State  of  the  Navy — Eesolution — 
Amendment  proposed, 

To  leaye  out  from  the  word  '*  That**  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
wordfl  '*  the  Navy,  whereon,  under  Uie  ffood  providence  of  Gkxl,  the  wealth,  safety, 
and  strength  of  the  Kingdom  chiefly  aepena,  29  and  30  Vict.  c.  109,  should  be 
administered  by  competent  officials;  should  be  manned  by  crews  permanently 
attached  to  the  Service ;  should  consist  of  ships  capable  of  Keeping  the  sea  in  aU 
weathers,  of  blockading  an  enemy's  coast,  and  of  convoying  every  cUss  of  merchant 
.  vessel ;  and  should  possess  a  powerful  and  efficient  Reserve  ready  for  service  on  the 
shortest  notice," — (Captain  Am,)— instead  thereof  . .      562 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question :  " — After  short  debate.  Amendment,  by  leave,  withdraum. 

Main  Question,  ''  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and 
agr9ed  to. 

SUPPLY — eomidersd  in  Committee — Navy  Estimates,  1880-81 — Dsfabt- 

MSNTAL   StATEM£27T. 

(In  the  Comimttee.) 

( I.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  68,000  men  and  boys  be  employed 
for  the  Sea  and  Coast  Guard  Services  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1881,  including  13,000  Royal  Marines,"— (.Vr.  TF.  H.  Smith)        . .  . .       688 

After  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(a.)  £680,384,  on  actount.  Wages,  &c.  to  Seamen  and  Marines. 

(3.)  £263,381,  on  account.  Victuals  and  Clothing  for  Seamen  and  Marines. 

(4. J  £44,871,  on  account,  Admiralty  Office. — After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to       , ,       665 

(5.)  £48,669,  on  account,  Coast  Guard  Service  and  Royal  Xaval  Reeonres,  &c. 

(6.)  £28,276,  on  account,  Scientific  Branch. 

(7.)  £336,896,  on  account,  Dockyards  and  Naval  Yards  at  Home  and  Abroad. — 
After  »hort  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  . .  . .  . .       667 

(8.)  £17,790,  on  account,  Victualling  Yards  at  Homo  and  Abroad. 

(9.)  £l«5,H6l,  on  account,  Medical  E^tubiishmenta  at  Home  and  Abroad. 
^10.)  £6,3*30,  on  account,  Marino  Divisions. — After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to        . .       660 
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Supply— Navy  Estimates,  1880-81— Departmental  Statement— Committee— coft^t/tu^rf. 

{it.)  £252,750,  on  account,  Naval  Stores  for  Building  and  Repairing  the  Fleet,  Ac. 
|ia.)  £192,250,  on  account,  Machinery  and  Ships  buut  by  Contract. 

13)  £139,737,  on  account.  New  Works,  Buildings,  Yard  Machinery,  and  Repairs. 

14.)  £18,787,  on  account,  Medicines  and  Medical  Stores,  &c. 

15.)  £2,312,  on  account.  Martial  Law,  &c. 

.16.)  £38,940,  on  account.  Miscellaneous  Services. 

;17.)  £223,789,  on  account.  Half  Pay,  Reserved  Half  Pay,  and  Retired  Pay  to  OflSoers 

of  the  Navy  and  Marines, 
f  18.)  £205,804,  on  account.  Military  Pensions  and  Allowances. 
(19.)  £80,607,  on  account.  Civil  Pensions  and  Allowances, 
(ao.)  £42,875,  on  account,  Extra  Estimate  for  Services  not  Naval. — Freight,  &o.  on 

account  of  the  Army  Department. 
(11.)  £36,548,  on  account,  Greenwich  Hospital  and  School. 

Civil  Seeyicb  Amy  Bkvjsnoe  Defabtmsnts,  Vote  oir  Acoount. 

(a a.)  £5,662,400,  on  account,  viz.  :— 

Civil  Sebvicjbs. — Classes  I.  to  VII.,  and  the  Ebvbnue  Dbpabtmswts. 

[Then  the  several  Services  are  set  forth]     . .  . .  .  •       661 

Besolutions  to  be  reported   To-morrow;  Committee  to  sit  again  upon 
Wednesday. 

Blind  and  Deaf-Mute  Children  Bill  TBiU  41]— 

Bill  considered  in  Committee  [^Progress  4th  liarch']  . .  . .      665 

After  short  time  spent  therein.  Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  oonsidered 
To'tnorrow, 

MOTIONS. 
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Ways  and  Means — 
Consolidated  Fnnd  (No 

Resolutions  [March  5]  reported,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  ordered  {Mr.  Eaihst,  IGr.  ChanatUor 
of  ths  £x€hequ4r,  Sir  Henry  Selwin-lbbeteon) ;  presented^  and  read  the  first  time  . .        667 

Probates  of  Wills  Ac.  [Stamp  Duties]  Bill— Re8olutions;;XMarch  5]  reported,  and 
tkgreed  to:  —  Bill  ordered  {Mr,  Raike9,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ,  Sir  Menry 
Selufin'lbbeteon) ;  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  104]  . .  . .       668 


Laws  Amendment  Bill — Considered  in  Committee : — Resolution  agreed  to,  and 
reported : — Bill  ordered  {Mr.  Grantham,  Mr.  Mark  Stewart) ;  presented,  and  rtad  tlie 
first  time  [BilllOS]  ..  ..  ..  ..       666 

LOEDS,  TUESDAY,  MARCH  9. 

Army — ^The  Auxiuabt  Foboes — ^Thb  Easteb  Monday  Volunteer  Review 

— Observations,  Viscount  Bury  . .  , .  . .     668 

Settled  Land  Bill  (No.  14)— . 
Moved,  "  That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee  upon  the 

said  BUI,''— {The  Lord  Chancellor)  . .     669 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to : — House  in  Committee  accordingly : — 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  Amendments  made ;  Bill  re^com^ 

mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Friday  the  1 9th  instant  ; 

and  to  be  printed^  as  amended.     (No.  32.) 

Capital  Punishicent — The  Prisons  Act,  1868 — Executions  in  Chbbtham 

AND  KiRKDALE  GaOLS — RESOLUTION — 

Moved  to  resolve,  <*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  it  is  advisable  that  other 
than  official  persons  should  be  present  at  intramural  executions/* — ( The  Lord  Houghton)     97  ] 

After  short  debate,  Motion  put,  and  resolved  in  the  negative. 
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Answer,  Viscount  Sandon    . .  . .  . .  . .     686 

Metropolis  Waterworks  Purchase  Bill — Questions,  Mr.  Samuelson,  Sir 

Charles  W.  Dilke,  Mr.  Alderman  Cotton,  Mr.  Goschen ;  Answers,  Mr. 

Asaheton  Cross  . .  687 

Bailway   Sbeyants  —  Compensation   for    Injury — The    Resolution — 

Question,    Sir    Edward    Watkin ;    Answer,    The  Chancellor  of   the 

Exchequer      . .  . .  . .     689 

Army — Officers'  .  Quarters,    Preston    Barracks,    Brighton*— Question, 

General  Shute ;  Answer,  Colonel  Stanley  . .  . .  . .     689 

Army — The  Auxiliary  Forces — Volunteer  Clothing — The  Easter 
Monday  Keyiew  —  The  General  Election -*- Questions,  Sir  John 
Lubbock,  Mr.  Alderman  Cotton ;  Answers,  Colonel  Stanley  . .     690 

The  Dissolution  of  Parliament — Private  Bills  —  Questions,  Mr. 
DillwYB,  The  Marquess  of  HartiuRton,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Sir  George 
Campbell ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  . .  . .     691 

Vaccination  Bill — Question,  Mr.  Sdater-Booth ;  Answer,  Dr.  Cameron  . .     694 

Afghanistan — The  War — Expenses  of  Military  Operations — Observa- 
tions, Question,  Mr.  Fawcett ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer 6M 

MOTIONS. 
Taxation  (Gr<at   Britain  and  Ireland) — 'MfiTioN  for  a  Select  Oom- 


Mo90d,  ''That  a  Select^ Committeo  bo  appointed  to  inqaire  into  and  ronort  whether 
there  ia,  as  alleged,  some  and  what  disparity  in  the  incidence  of  Imperial  Taxation  as 
it  affects  the  seyexal  Countries  of  which  tho  United  Kingdom  is  composed;  and 
whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  ciroumstancee  call  for  any  and  what 
chsjBges  in  the  fiscal  legislation  for  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  respectively," — 
{8irJa9€ph  M'K0nnm)  695 

After  debate,  Question  put: — ^The  House  divided;  Ayes  36,  Noes  58; 

Majority  22.— (Diy.  last.  No.  88.) 
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Bailwat  Sebvants  (Compensation  fob  Injuby) — ^Eesolution — 

Moved f  **  That  the  exceptional  character  of  the  Bervices  performed  and  dangers  inctixred 
by  Railway  Servants  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  calls  for  the  immediate  and 
special  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government ;  and  that  this  House  is  of  opinion 
that  a  change  in  tiiie  Law  is  required,  by  which,  notwithstanding  the  l^g^al  doctrine 
of  common  employment,  adequate  compensation  shall  be  secured  to  Railway  Scoirants 
in  all  cases  of  injury  to  which  they  have  not  personally  contributed," — (Jfr.  Itaike*)     715 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That"  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  **  while  it  mi^ht,  on  the  eve  of  a  General  Election,  serve  party  purposes  in 
such  boroughs  to  single  out  Railway  industry  for  exceptional  legislation,  such  a 
course  would  be  contrary  to  precedent  and  be  unsupported  by  the  facts  relating  to 
accidents  attending  mechanical  and  other  industrial  employments,  and  that  the 
question  of  accidents  arising  in  the  conduct  of  all  the  mdustries  of  the  Country, 
whether  from  personal  carelessness,  defective  control,  or  other  causes,  and  the  constant 
premature  death  of  and  injury  to  probably  100,000  persons  annually,  demands  the 
grave  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  \j 
Parliament  of  some  general  and  adequate  system  of  insurance,  to  the  funds  for  whi^ 
both  the  capitalist  and  the  workman  should  contribute  in  just  proportions," — {Sir 
Edward  Watkirty) — ^instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  tlie  Question :" — After  short  debate,  [House  counted  out^J 


COMMONS,  WEDNESDAY,  MAECH  10. 
PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills — Sttspension  op  Pbooeedings — Eesoltttion — 

Moved f  "  That  in  case  the  Committee  on  any  Private  Bill,  or  Group  of  such  Bills,  shall 
report  their  opinion  to  the  House,  that  any  Bill  or  Bills  not  yet  considered  by  ihem. 
should  not  be  entered  upon,  or  that  the  consideration  of  any  Bill  already  partly 
considered  should  not  be  proceeded  with,  all  further  proceedings  upon  such  Billa 
shall  be  suspended  during  the  present  Session,' ' — ( The  Chairman  of  Waye  and  Means)  74  } 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 

Vaccination  Bill  [Bill  9]— 

Moved f  **  That  the  Order  for  the  Second  Beading  be  discharged," — (Dr. 
Cameron)  ..  ..  ..  ..      742 

Motion  agreed  to : — Order  dieeharged : — Bill  withdrawn. 

Patents  for  Inventions  Bill  [Bill  92]~ 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Mr.  Anderson)     , .     742 

After  short  debate,  Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the  word  "  now," 
and  at  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this  day 
month," — {Mr.  Fraeer-Maekintosh,) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  word  '  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question :" 
— ^After  further  short  debate,  Amendment  and  Motion,  by  leave,  with* 
drawn  : — Bill  withdrawn, 

Irish  Church  Act  (1868)  Amendment  Bill  [Bill  lOO]— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Order  for  the  Second  Eeading  be  discharged," — (Mr. 
Flunket)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..'752 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to  .-—Order  discharged : — Bill  withdrawn. 
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SUPPLY — considered  in  Oommittee— War  m  Sottth   Afrioa  (Vote   of 
Cbedit). 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  madoi  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,22^,200,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  beyond  the  ordinary  Grants  of  Parliament, 
towards  defraying  the  Expenditure  wluch  will  oome  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  ^ear  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  18S0,  in  consequence  of  the  War  in  Sooth 
Africa"  ..  ..  ••       769 

After  short  debate,  Movcd^  '*  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again,"— (^tr  Charlet  W.  Dilke  ;)— After  further  short  debate.  Question  pttt, 
and  egntd  to. 

Oommittee  report  Progress ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

South  Western  (of  London)  District  Poet  Office  Bill  pBill  90]^ 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time," — {Sir  Senry  SeUoin" 
IhheUon)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     771 

Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eommitUd  for  To-morrow. 

Sttpply — BSPOBT — Besolutions  [March  8]  reported  ,  •  , ,     771 

After  short  debate,  Besolutions  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  {Colonel  Stanley,  Mr,  William  Henry  Smith,  The  Judge  Adooeate 
Oeneraf);  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  [Bill  106.] 

Valuation  (Metropolis)  Act  (1869)  Amendment  Bill  [Bill  98] 

Bill  eomidered  in  Oommittee     . .  . .  . .  . ,     774 

After  short  time  spent  therein.  Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  to  be 
read  the  third  time  To-morrow, 

Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland)  Bill  [Bill  84]— 

Moved,  ''  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time," — {Mr.  Vane  Agnew)      775 
After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  the  third  time,  eaidpaised. 


MOTIONS. 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices  (Ko.  H)  Bill 

Motion  for  Leave  {The  Attorney  General)      . .  • .     777 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to :— Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relatinj^  to 
the  Conveyance  of  Voters  to  the  Poll,  and  to  continue  the  Acts  relating 
to  the  prevention  of  Corrupt  Practices  at  Parliamentary  Eleotionsi  ana 
the  Acts  relating  to  Election  Petitions,  ordered  {Mr,  Attorney  General, 
Mr,  Solicitor  General) ;  presented,  and  read  the  first  time     [Bill  107.] 

Bating  of  Machinery  Bi^—OrtUred  {Mr.  BirUy,  Mr.  Hibhert,  Mr,  RipUy) ;  preunUd, 

and  read  the  fint  time     [Bill  lOSJ   ..  ..  ..     780 


ORDEB    OF    THE    DAY. 
Wats  Ain>  Means — 

C<meiSer$d  in  Comnittoe. 

( In  the  Committee.) 

Rmelrut,  Thai,  towaida  making  good  the  fiiunplT  gnnted  to  Hat  Kaleaty  1m  tha 
Service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  Slit  day  of  March  1881,  the  sum  of  £8,33S«l77, 
ba  gnnted  out  of  the  ConiBolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Resolution  to  Ik*  rf'porled  To-fMnrott ;  Committee  t<»  wt  ngam  To'tttorrotr. 

vol..    rriJ.      [third   SRRIER.]  [   ^   ] 
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LORDS,  THUESDAT,  MARCH  11.  Pt^ 

Pabuamentabt  Beportikg — The  House  of  Lobds — 

Beport  from  the  Select  Cominittee  (with  the  proceedings  of  the  Cbm- 
mittee)  made ;  and  to  he  printed. 

Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill  (No.  9)— 

Moved  J  "That  the  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee  upon 
the  said  Bill,  "—(7%<>Zore?^i«-(fflrO         ..  ..  ..781 

Amendment  moved ^  to  leave  out  (''  now  ")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
Motion  ("this  day  six  months/') — {The  Lord  Denman:) — ^After  short 
dehate,  on  Question,  That  ("  now ")  stand  part  of  the  Motion  ? 
Resolved  in  the  Affirmative. 

House  in  Committee  accordingly ;  Amendments  made ;  the  Beport  thereof 
to  he  received  on  Tuesday  next ;  and  Bill  to  he  printed^  as  amended. 
(No.  35.) 

Ancient  Monuments  Bill  (No.  20)— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  he  now  read  2»/*--(7:»*  Earl  Stanhope)  . .     78J 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to  : — Bill  read  2*  accordingly. 

Moved,  '<  That  the  Bill  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,"— (27^  l>uk$ 

of  Somerset'). 
After  short  debate,  on  Question,  Resolved  in  the  Affirmative  ;  Bill  referred 

to  a  Select  Committee  accordingly. 

Beer  Dealers  Betail  Licenses  Bill  (No.  27)— 

Moved,  <<  That  the  Bill  he  now  read  2%"— (77^  Rarl  Stanhope)  . .     78S 

After  short  debate.  Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  eom- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  To-morrow. 

Kate  Naturalization  Bill — JPresented  (on  petition),  and  read  1*  . .  . .      jg^ 


COMMONS,  THURSDAY,  MARCH  11. 
PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 

PsrvAis  Bills — Susfensiok  of  Pbooeedinqs — 
Resolutions  1  to  18  {Mr.  Raikes)  . .  . .  . .      794 

Standing  Orders  for  tlie  Suspension  of  Private  Billa,  or  Billa  to  conflxm  any  Fko* 

Tiaional  Order  or  Certificate. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Orders  be  Standing  Orders  of  this  House,  and  be  printed, — 

{The  Chairman  of  Wayt  and  Meant.) 

Q  UESTIONS. 

Navy — Bubsting  of  the  '*Thtjndeeeb"  Gun — Question,  Mr.  H.  Samuel- 
son  ;  Answer,  Lord  Eustace  Cecil  . .  . .  . .     797 

Out-door  Officers  of  Customs — Question,  Mr.  J.  R.  Torke ;  Answer,  The 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  . .  . .  , .     797 

Afghanistan  —  Military    Operations  —  Loss    of   Baggage    Animals — 

Question,  Dr.  Cameron ;  Answer,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope        . .  . .     798 

Afghanistan — The    Governor    of    Candahar — Question,    Mr.    Onslow  ; 

Answer,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope    . .  . .  . .     799 

Navy— The  Coastguard— Question,  Mr.  Sullivan ;   Answer,  Mr.  W.  H. 

Smith  ..  ..  ..  ..     799 

Ireland— The  Mxtllingar  AsaxzES— Question,  Mr.  Sullivan ;  Answer,  Mr. 

J.  Lowther     . ,  . .  , ,     799 
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Hkbchant   Snippmo    Acts  —  The   "LoinsA  Fletcher"    op    Liverpool 

(ITnseawobthiness) — Question^  Mr.  Finigan ;  Answer,  Viscount  Sandon    800 

Sale  of  Duplicates  in  the  British  Musettm — Question,  Mr.  Mundella  ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Spencer  Walpole  . .  . .     800 

PARLTAicBirrART   Bbportino — Thb    Bbporters'  Gallery — Question,    Mr. 

Hibbert ;  Answer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith         . .  . .  . .     801 

Scotch  Fisheries  Oommission — ^Loans — Question,  Mr.  Grant  Duff;  Answer, 

Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibbetson  . .  . .  . .     802 

The  Distress  in  Ireland — The  Seeds  (Ireland)  Act — Question,  Major 

Nolan ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowther  . .  . .  . .     802 

The  Despatch  of  Indian  Troops  to  Malta — The  Return  of  Costs — 

Question,  Mr.  Mundella;  Answer,  Colonel  Stanley         . .  . .     803 

Movedf  '*  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn," — {Mr.   Mundella :) — After 
short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Great  Britain  and  Nicaragua — The  Pending   Arbitration — Question, 

Captain  Pirn ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bourke  . .  . .  . .     809 

India — Indian  Army  Medical  Service — Question,   Sir  Thomas  Bazley  ; 

Answer,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope  . .  . ,  . .     810 

Out-Port    Customs    Clerical    Staff  —  Questions,    Mr.    Norwood,    Mr. 

Grant ;  Answer,  Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibbetson  ..  ..810 

East  India  (Mr.   William    Tayler) — Question,    Sir    Eardley  Wilmot ; 

Answer,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope    . .  . .  . .  . .     811 

London  Water  Companies — Valuation  (Metropolis)  Act,  1869 — Question, 

Mr.  Gt>schen;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton  Cross  . .  . .     811 

Army — Camps  of  Instruction — Question,   Mr.   Mark  Stewart;    Answer, 

Colonel  Stanley  . .  . .  . .  . .     812 

Mercantile  Marine — Lights  of  Pishing  Vessels  at  Sea — ^Enforcement 
OF  THE  New  Begulations — Question,  Mr.  Birkbeck ;  Answer,  Viscount 
Sandon  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     813 

Parliamentary    Elections   and    Corrupt    Practices    (No.    2)    Bill  — 

Question,  Mr.  Anderson ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  . .     814 

ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 

SUPPLY — eomidered  in  Committee — Supplementary  (£1,225,200)— War 
in  South  Africa — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Quofltion  propofled,  '*  That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,225,200,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  bojond  the  ordinary  Grants  of  Parliament 
towards  defraying  the  Expenditure  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  ^ear  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1880,  in  consequence  of  the  War  in  South 
Africa:'* — Motion,  "by  leave,  withdrawn. 

I.)  £703,000,  Supplementary,  War  in  South  Africa,  Vote  of  Credit. 

1.)  £222,200,  War  in  South  Africa,  Vote  of  Credit  (Oriqua  Land  West). 

3.)  £300,000,  Supplementary,  War  in  South  Africa,  Vote  of  Credit  (Sikukuni  Expe- 
oitiofn,  kc.) — AKer  short  debate,  Vote  agrted  to      ..  . .  . .       816 

Civil  Skryicss  (Excesses),  1878-9 — 

(4.]  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £6,650  9«.  lOc/., 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  make  good  Excesses  on  certain  Ghrants  for  Civil 
Services,  for  the  year  ended  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1879  "        . .  . .       816 

[Then  the  several  Services  are  set  forth.] 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

llosolutionH  fo  be  reported  To-morrotCj  at  Two  of  the  clock  ;  Coimiiitteo  to 
sit  again  To-morroic. 
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WAYS  AND  MEANS — eomidered  in  Committee — Financial  Statxicent — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

(I.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That,  towards  raising  the  Snpf^y  gnmtad 
to  Her  Majesty,  the  Duties  of  Customs  now  charg^  on  Tea  shall  oontinae  to  be 
levied  and  chsurged  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thoosand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty,  until  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thomiand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  on  miportation  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  (that  is  to  aaj) :   on 

£     B.     d. 

Tea thelb.     0     0     6''         81< 

After  short  debate,  Resolution  agreed  to. 

(2.)  Seaolvedy  That  there  shall  be  charged  upon  the  delivery  for  home  consumption  of 
Formgn  Spirits  which  have  been  bottled  in  any  Customs  or  Excise  Warehouse,  in 
addition  to  the  Duties  of  Customs  and  any  other  Charges  thereon,  the  rate  following 
(that  is  to  say) : 

For  every  one  dozen  imperial  or  reputed  quart  bottles,  or  two  dozen  imperial 
or  reputed  pint  bottles  of  such  Spirits,  Three  Pence. 
(3.)  Retolvedf  That,  towards  raising  the  Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  there  shall 
be  charged,  collected,  and  paid  for  one  year,  commencing  on  the  sixth  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty,  in  respect  of  aU  Property,  Profits, 
and  Gkdns  mentioned  or  described  as  chargeable  in  the  Act  of  the  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth  years  of  Her  Majesty's  reign,  chapter  thirty-four,  the  following  Duties 
of  Income  Tax  (that  is  to  say) : 

For  every  Twenty  Shillings  of  the  annual  value  or  amount  of  Property, 
Profits,  and  Oains  chargeable  under  Schedules  (A),  (C),  (D),  or  (E)  of  the 
said  Act,  the  Duty  of  Five  Pence ; 
And  For  every  Twenty  Shillings  of  the  annual  value  of  the  oocnmtion  of 
Lands,  Tenements,  Hereditament^,  and  Heritage  chargeable  under  oohedole 
(B)  of  the  said  Act,^- 
In  England,  the  Duty  of  Two  Pence  Halfpenny ; 

In  Scotland  and  Ireland  j  respectively,  the  Duty  of  One  Penny  niunee 
Farthings; 
Subject  to  the  provisions  contained  in  section  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  of  the 
Act  of  the  fifth  and  sixth  years  of  Her  Majesty's  reign,  chapter  thirty-five,  for 
the  exemption  of  persons  whose  income  is  less  than  One  Hundred  and  Fifty 
Pounds,  and  in  section  eight  of  **  The  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Act,  1876,*' 
for  the  relief  of  persons  whose  income  is  less  than  Four  Hundred  Pounds. 
^4.)  Metolwdf  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Income  Tax. 
(6.)  Re9oh$dy  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  grant^  to  Her  Majesly  for  the 
service  of  the  years  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1879  and  1880,  the  snm  of 
£1,230,760  9«.   lOd.   be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United 
Kingdom." 

Besolutioiis  to  be  reported  To-morrow ^  at  Two  of  the  clock ;  Oommittee  to 
sit  again  To-morrotCf  at  Two  of  the  dock. 

Army  Discipline  and  Begulation  (Annual)  Bill  [Bill  106]— 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time/' — {Colonel  Stanley)  . .     846 
Amendment  proposed, 

To  leaye  out  from  the  word  '*  That "  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  "  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  not  desirable  that  a  Bill  relating  to  tha 
discipline  of  the  Army  should  be  continued  which  does  not  contain  a  provision  re- 
lieving British  soldiers  from  the  degradation  of  flogging  to  which  they  are  at  pre* 
sent  subjected," — (Jfr.  Otway,) — instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question :" — After  short  debate,  Question  put : — The  Honse 
divided;  Ayes  76,  Noes  36  ;  Majority  40.— (Div.  List,  No.  39.) 

Main  Question  again  proposed,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  seoond 
time." 

After  short  debate,  Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  read  a  second 
time,  and  committed  for  To-morrow,  at  Two  of  the  clock. 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices  (No.  2)  Bill 

[Bill  102]— 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,"  —  (Mr,  Attorney 

General)  . .  . .  '         .  .      869 
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Farliamentary  Elect itms  and  Corrupt  Practices  {No,  2)  j?i7/— continued. 

Amendment  proposed , 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "That**  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the 
words  "the  provisions  of  the  Act  30  and  31  Vic.  c.  102,  which  relates  to  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  conveyance  of  voters  to  the  poll,  should  be  amended,  not  by  repealing 
the  prohibition  againBt  the  practice,  bat  by  rendering  it  effective," — (Dr.  Cameron f) 
— instead  thereof.  ^ 

Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question : " — Moved,  '*  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,** — (ifr. 
H$nry  Samuehon:) — After  short  debate,  Question  put: — The  House 
divided;  Ayes  47,  Noes  120;  Majority  73.— ^Div.  List,  No.  40.) 

Question  put,  ''That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of 
the  Question  :" — The  House  divided;  Ayes  116,  Noes  48 ;  Majority  68. 
— (Diy.  List,  No.  41.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow  at  Two  of  the  clock. 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland)  Bill— 

Lords  Amendments  considered  . .  . .  • .     870 

After  debate,  Lords  Amendments  agreed  to. 

South  Western  (of  London)  District  Post  Office  Bill  [Bill  90]— 

Ifoved,  **That  the  Order  for  the  Second  Reading  be  discharged,*' — {Sir 

Henry  Sehein-Ibbetson)  . .  ^ .     897 

Motion  agreed  to : — ^Order  dieeharged;  Bill  withdrawn. 

Valuation  (Metropolis)  Act  (1868)  Amendment  Bill  [Bill  98]— 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read  . .  . .  . .     897 

After  short  debate,  Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

Liverpool  Corporation  {Loans,  ^c)  [^Composition  of  Stamp  Dutg"] — 

Matter  considered  in  Committee  •  •     898 

A  Resolution  agreed  to;  to  be  reported  To-morrow,  at  Two  of  the  dock. 


LORDS,  FRIDAY,  MARCH  12. 

South  Africa — ^Zulxjland— Surrender  of  Arms — Observations,  Question, 

Viscount  Sidmouth ;  Answer,  Earl  Cadogan  . .  . ,     899 

Highways  akd  Locomotiyes  (Amendment)  Act,  1878 — Motion  for  an 
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agreed  to* 
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Besolutions  read  a  first  time. 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer:) — 
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Comidered  in  Conmiittee. 
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Kingdom,  or  the  growing  produce  thereof. 

Reeolulions  to  be  reported  To-wMrrow, 

VOL.   (XJLI.      [tJURD  SERIES.]  [  *  ] 
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Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question:'' — After  short  debate,  Question  put: — The  House 
divided;  Ayes  82',  Noes  55  ;  Majority  27. — fDiv.  List,  No.  43.) 

Main  Question,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and 
agreed  to : — Bill  mmndered  in  Committee.  ..1114 

After  long  time  spent  therein.  Bill  reported:  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
To-morrow, 

Fraudolent  Debtors  (Scotland)  Bill  [BiU  94]— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Order  for  the  Second  Beading  be  discharged,"— (7^ 

Lord  Advocate)  ..   1164 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to  : — Order  dieeharged : — Bill  withdrawn. 


Probates  of  WiUa,  Ac.  Bill  axd  Customs  and  Inland  Bevenne  Bill— 

Ordered^  That  the  Probates  of  Wills,  &c.  Bill,  and  the  Costoms  and  Inland  Revonue 

Bill,  bo  committed  to  the  same  Committee. 
IttBtructioH  to  the  Committco,  ITiut  they  have  i>owcr  to  consolidato  the  two  Bills  intt» 

one  Bill. 
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0RDER8    OF    THE    DAT. 
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Moved,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time,''  —  (ii&.  Attorney 
General)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,.   1212 

Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Bill  [Bill  ill]— 

Moved,  '*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time,"— (i/r.  Baikee)         . .    1212 
After  short  debate.  Motion  agreed  to: — Bill  read  the  third  time,   and 
passed. 

Hsrpothec  Abolition  (Scotland)  Bill— 

Moved,  "  That  the  Lords'  Amendments  be  agreed  to  forthwith,"— (Jfr. 

Vans  Affnew)  ..  ..  ..    1214 

After  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to. 


LORDS,  FRIDAY,  MARCH  19. 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices  (No.  2)  Bill 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2»,"— (2%*  Viscount  Cranbroot)        . .    1215 
After  short  debate.  Motion  agreed  to : — Bill  read  2»  accordingly ;  Com- 
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India — Factory  Legislation — Observations,  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  Lord 

Stanley  of  Alderley ;  Beply,  Viscount  Oranbrook  ..  ..1216 

Ajbmy  (India) — Question,  Lord  Dorchester      ..  ..  ..1217 

Moved,   '*  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn," — {The  Lord  Denman:) — 
After  bhort  debate,  Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  withdrawn. 
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After  short  debate.  Motion  agreed  to. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commissioners; — The  House  went; — and 
being  returned ; — Mr.  Speakeb  reported  the  Royal  Aisent  to  several 
Bills. 

FoBM  AND  Pbsgbdent^Ths  Sttmmons  TO  THE  HousE  ov  Peebs — Observa- 
tions, Question,  Sir  George  Bowyer;  Answer,  Mr.  Speaker  • .   1221 

ORDER   OF   THE  DAT. 
National  Debt  BiU  [Bill  116]-- 

Hoved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third  time,"— ^Ifr.  Chamellor 
of  the  Exchequer)  . .  . .  • .   1222 

After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  read  the  third  time, 
bxApaeeed. 

MOTION. 

Ibsland«-The  PBiME[[MmiBTEB's  Letteb  to  the   Lobd  Lietttenant — 

Besolittion — 

Movidt  "  That  thia  House  highly  disapproTes  of  the  attempt  of  the  Prime  lOnifler  to 
■tir  up  feelings  of  hatred  between  England  and  Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
an  election  cry  to  his  followers,  and  regards  with  indignation  his  fiaorant  miirepre* 
sentation  of  the  loyal  efforts  of  the  Home  Rule  party  to  extend  the  blessings  of  con- 
stitutional government  to  Ireland,** — {Colonel  The  (yCforman  Mahon)  . .  . .    1228 

[House  counted  out.] 

L0ED8,  MONDAY,  MARCH  22. 
Stavdino  Obdebs — 

Moved,  That  the  Standing  Orders  relating  to  the  Public  Business  of  the  House  (together 
with  the  proposed  additions  thereto),  as  re-arranged  and  recommended  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  House  by  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Par- 
liaments and  the  Office  of  the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod.  be  adopted  as 
the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House ;  on  question,  agreed  to :  Ordered,  that  the  said 
Standing  Onlers  he  printed.    (No.  56.) 

Public    Health — TBicnnrosis  —  School   Ship  '*  Oobnwall  "  —  Question, 

Lord  Thurlow  ;lAnswer,  Earl  Beauohamp  . .  . .   1288 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices  (No.  8)  Bill— 

Moved,  '•  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  8»,"— (7%^  Lord  Fteiident)  . .   1288 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out  (''now")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 

Motion  ("this  day  three  months,")— (7%tf  Lord  Denman.) 
After  short  debate,  Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  House)  withdrawn. 
Amendment  moved,  to  leave  out  (**  now  ")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 

Motion  (••  this  day  three  months,")— (7^  ^trl  o/Kimherley.) 
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Parliamentary  SUetiofu  and  Corrypi  FracHe$$  {No,  2)  JO^— eolitiniiad. 

After  short  debate,  onQuestion,  That  (''  now")  stand  part  of  the  Motion? 
tiieir  Lordships  divided:  Contents  89,  Not-Uontents  24  ;  Majority  15. 

Division  List,  Contents  and  Not-Contents 

Re$ohed  in  the  Affirmative : — ^Bill  read  8'  accordingly. 
On  Question,  '*That  the  Bill  do  pass?"— After  short  debate,  BxH  pasted. 
State  of  Aobicultuse  and  Tbade — Questiony  ObserrationBy  The  Duke  of 
Hutland  ;  Heply,  The  Earl  of  Beaconsfield 

HoNO  KoKG — Thb  CoiTTAOioTTS  DISEASES   Obdhtaitob,  1867 — Address  for 
Papers,  Lord  Stuiley  of  Alderley 
After  short  debate.  Motion  poetpaned, 

Affaibs   of  Afohakistan — Observations,  The  Earl  of   I>anraTen,  Loid 
Stanley  of  Alderley,  Lord  Blantyre ;  Reply,  Yisconnt  Onuxbrook 

LORDS,  WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  24. 

PROROGATION  OF  THE  PARLIAMENT— 

The  RoTAL  AssEzrr  was  ffiven  to  several  Bills;  and  afterwarda,    TT«m 
ajesty's  Speech  was  delivered  to  both  Houses  of  Parliainent  bv  The 


Majesty's  Speech  was  delivered  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  The 
Lord  Chancellob. 

Then  a  Commission  for  proroguing  the  Parliament  was  read. 

After  which. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said— 

My  Lordtf  and  Oentlemen, 
By  yirtae  of  Her  Majesty's  CommiBsion,  under  the  Great  Seal,  to  us  and  other  Ijords 
directed,  and  now  read,  we  do,  in  Her  Majesty's  Name,  and  in  obediemoe  to  Her 
Commands,  prorogue  this  Parliament  to  Tuesday  the  thirteenth  day  of  April  neact^  to 
be  then  here  holden ;  and  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Toesda j  tha 
thirteenth  day  of  April  next. 

COMMONS,  WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  24. 

PROROGATION  OF  THE  PARLIAMENT— 
Message  to  attend  The  Lords  Comhissionsbs. 


LORDS. 


SAT  FIRST. 
Monday,  Maboh  22. 
The  Earl  of  Winton,  after  the  death  of  his  father. 


COMMONS. 


NEW  MEMBERS  SWORN. 

Thubsdat,  Mabch  4. 
JKilkenny  Ci^y— John  Francis  Smithwick,  esquire. 
Drogheda  Borough — Benjamin  Whitworth,  esquire. 

Tbubsdat,  Mabch  11. 
Norfolk  Coumtg  (Western  Division) — William  Amhurst  Tyssen  Amherst,  esqu 
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Royal  A—ent—^QQ^  (Ireland)  [48  Viet,  c.  1]. 

PUBUC  WORKS  IN  IRELAND. 

QUESTION. 

LORD  MONTEAGLE :  I  wish  to  ask 
the  noble  Duke  the  Lord  President 
of  the  Council,  Whether  Her  Majesty's 
Oovemment  have  yet  been  informed 
that  the  greater  number  of  works  pre- 
sented by  the  Special  Baronial  Sessions 
of  the  county  of  Mayo  are  proposed  to 
be  executed,  not  by  contract,  but  by  day 
work,  or  task  work,  under  the  super- 
Tiflion  of  the  county  surveyor  ;  whether 

VOL.  CCLI.        [tttird  skries.] 


the  works  so  executed  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Commissioners  of  Publio 
Works ;  and,  if  so,  what  proportion  f 

The  DxnoB  of  BICHMOND  asd 
GORDON :  In  answer  to  the  Question 
of  the  noble  Lord,  I  have  to  say  that  we 
have  no  information  on  the  subject. 

RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
(The  Lord  FrmdmU,) 

(no.  19.)     SECOND  RBADINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

The  Dtoe  of  RICHMOND  akd 
GORDON,  in  moving  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  a  second  time,  said,  he 
thought  he  was  bound  to  establish  two 
things — first,  the  existence  of  distress  in 
Ireland ;  and,  secondly,  that  the  means 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  had 
adopted,  and  were  adopting,  afforded 
every  reasonable  prospect  of  proving 
sufficient  to  meet  a  state  of  things  con- 
cerning which  great  apprehension  had 
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Relief  of  DUtreB% 
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been  felt.  He  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  enter  into  minute  details  on  the 
subject,  because  he  thought  he  was 
justified  in  assuming  that  the  existence 
of  the  distress  had  been  admitted  ;  but 
he  might  assure  their  Lordships  that 
this  distress  in  all  its  details,  so  far  as 
they  could  be  ascertained,  had  occupied 
the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment since  last  September,  and  that,  so 
far  as  a  knowledge  of  the  matter  could 
aid  them,  the  Ministry  had  every  facility 
for  dealing  with  the  question.  The  Cor- 
respondence of  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioners, which  had  been  laid  on  the 
Table  of  their  Lordships*  House,  would 
explain  what  steps  had  been  taken  by 
the  Government,  from  time  to  time,  since 
September.  The  deficiencies  in  the  food 
supply  of  Ireland,  revealed  by  that  Cor- 
respondence, were  two.  There  was  a 
large  deficiency  in  the  cereal  crops,  and 
there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  potato 
crop,  which  crop  was  also  a  defective 
one.  That  a  great  portion  of  the  pea- 
sant population  of  Ireland  depended  on 
the  potato  crop  was  an  undoubted  fact. 
It  was  useless  at  the  present  moment  to 
discuss  the  question  of  how  much  better 
it  would  be  for  them  if  they  lived  on 
a  better  diet.  The  Government  had  to 
deal  with  facts  as  they  found  them ;  and 
the  information  which  had  reached  them 
led  them  to  the  belief  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop, 
coupled  with  the  failure  of  the  cereal 
crops,  there  would  be  very  great  dis- 
tress in  Ireland  during  the  winter  and 
the  spring.  Dr.  Grimshaw,  the  Hegistrar 
General,  in  his  preliminary  Beport  on 
the  Agricultural  Produce  in  1879 
stated — 

'*  From  the  information  contained  under  the 
first  head,  it  is  quite  clear  that  food  supplies 
produced  in  Ireland  during  the  year  1879  must, 
BO  far  as  cereal  and  green  crops  are  concerned, 
be  considerably  under  the  average.  A  close 
examination  of  the  information  contained  in 
Table  VI.  shows  that  in  the  cereal  and  potato 
crops  there  is  an  immense  deficiency,  not  only 
in  the  amount  planted,  but  in  the  yield,  the 
result  relatively  to  tho  population  being  that, 
for  the  whole  of  Ireland,  the  quantity  per  head 
of  the  produce  of  cereal  crops  is  only  3 '8  cwt., 
as  compared  with  an  average  for  tho  10  years 
1869-78  of  4-9  cwt.,  and  against  4*7  cwt.  for 
1878.  In  potatoes  the  deficiency  is  proportion- 
ately greater.  The  annual  average  amount  of 
potatoes  per  head  produced  in  Ireland  during  the 
past  10  years  was  112  cwt.,  while  in  1879  it 
was  only  41,  or  about  one-third.  The  amount 
per  head  in  1878  was  9'3  cwt.,  or  more  than 
double  that  of  tho  present  year." 

The  Dvhe  of  Pf'ehmofid  and  Gordon 


In  consequence  of  the  immense  TBiahl 
of  1879,  there  was  an  apprehension  i 
to  fuel,  that  the  turf  would  become  i 
saturated  as  almost  to  destroy  it  in  som 
cases,  and  that  the  supply  woold  b 
greatly  limited  in  many  others.  Then 
fore,  it  was  obvious  that  there  wool 
be  exceptional  distress  in  some  districti 
Her  Majesty's  Government  thought  i 
wise  to  consider  in  time  the  pressor 
which  might  be  felt  in  many  of  the  Poq 
Law  Unions  of  Ireland.  On  that  poinl 
the  Secretary  of  the  Irish  Local  Goren 
ment  Board  reported  under  date  th 
28th  of  October,  1879 — 

**  Although  it  may  reasonably  be  anticipttei 
^m  the  causes  above  mentioned,  that  Um 
will  be  a  considerable  increase  in  pauperia 
during  the  winter  season,  there  does  not  lee 
to  be  any  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  resonm 
of  the  Poor  Law  Unions  will  in  general  be  nz 
equal  to  the  demands  on  them  ;  but  in  some  < 
the  Unions  referred  to,  in  'which  the  expeodi 
ture  has  already  reached  sums  sach  as  4#.  u 
4«.  6d.  in  the  pound,  the  strain  on  the  poc 
rates  will  no  doubt  become  excessive  if  empioj 
ment  is  not  to  be  obtained  by  the  laboniii^ 
classes,  and  if  there  should  be  a  much  gntU 
demand  for  relief.  The  want  of  employmei^ 
and  the  deficiency  of  fuel  are  the  two  pnnci|N 
features  in  the  accompanying  Heports  whtd 
the  Board  submit  for  His  Grace's  considentioi 
and  both  subjects  are  of  vital  importance  at  th 
present  time  as  affecting  the  prospecta  of  th 
poor  during  the  coming  winter  and  the  dicnm 
stances  of  many  of  the  ratepayers  in  <i"tnw» 
districts/* 

The  Government  had,  therefore,  to  keq 
before  them  the  probability  that  then 
would  be  a  great  strain  on  ^e  PoorLti 
system  of  Ireland,  and  accordingly  tliq 
thought  it  right  to  provide  against  wha: 
at  the  time  appeared  likely  to  prov«i 
most  lamentable  state  of  things.  It  wti 
their  duty  to  see  that  the  machinery  o 
the  Irish  workhouses  should  afford  thi 
greatest  accommodation  possible  for  thi 
reception  of  the  largest  number  of  per 
sons  who  might  be  forced  to  seek  sheltei 
in  these  institutions.  Accordingly,  tlH 
Local  Government  Board ,  in  a  Giieiila] 
to  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  used  thii 
language — 

''  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Lootl  Go 
vemment  Board  have  to  impress  upon  the  Boot 
of  Guardians  the  importance  of  being  preputi 
for  the  possihlo  contingencies  of  the  ocsica 
and  of  making  due  provision  beforehand  a 
ample  stores  of  bedding  and  clothing  to  mM 
any  degree  of  pressure  on  the  workhouse  whid 
is  likely  to  occur ;  they  should  also  RiTe  dine 
tions  to  have  the  unoccupied  waxtU  in  th 
workhouse  thoroughly  cleansed  and  whits 
washed,  and  placed  in  every  respect  in  good  SM 
habitable  order," 


Belief  of  IHetresB 


(March  1, 1880] 


(^Ireland)  Bill. 
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Additional  Inspectors  were  appointed  to 
relieve  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  from 
the  ordinary  duties,  and  their  instruc- 
tions were  to  report  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  through  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, any  distress  that  might  come 
under  their  notice.  In  consequence  of 
reports  they  received,  the  Government 
authorized  Boards  of  Guardians  to  relax 
certain  of  the  provisions  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Law  in  respect  to  the  granting  of 
ont-door  relief  and  the  granting  of  relief 
to  distressed  persons,  notwi thstandin  g  that 
they  might  be  in  possession  of  a  quarter 
of  an  acre  of  land.  But  the  Govern- 
ment thought  they  were  bound  to  go 
farther  in  providing  against  a  serious 
emergency ;  and  they  thought  that  this 
could  best  be  done  by  affording  facili- 
ties for  the  employment  of  the  poor  in 
distressed  districts  which  would  have 
the  effect  of  improving  the  country  with- 
out pauperizing  the  population.  Accord- 
ingly, a  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Trea- 
sury by  Mr.  Lowther,  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  In  it 
were  set  out  the  views  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant on  the  subject,  and  it  was  dated 
November  14,  1879— 

<*  His  Grace  is  of  opinion  that  the  gratuitouB 
distribution  of  the  necessaries  of  l^e  to  the 
able-bodied  population,  even  where  it  could  be 
legally  afforded,  would  be  productive  of  very 
■eriouB  evils,  and,  moreover,  that  any  system  of 
•what  are  generally  known  as  pubhc  relief 
works  is  open  to  great  objection,  and  is  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  considerable  abuse,  and  that  it 
would,  therefore,  be  far  preferable  that  employ- 
ment in  the  ordinary  manner  upon  works  of  a 
rm)roductive  or  beneficial  character  should  be 
afforded,  if  possible,  by  the  landowners  in  the 
localities  so  affected.'' 

It  appeared  to  him  that,  in  considering 
the  question,  persons  were  rather  apt  to 
forget  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  then  placed.  He  did  not  think 
that  sufficient  account  was  always  taken 
of  the  circumstances  existing  at  the 
time  when  it  was  necessary  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  take  precau- 
tions against  anything  like  famine.  If 
at  that  time  the  Government  had  not 
taken  every  precaution  to  prevent  not 
only  the  probability,  but  the  possibility 
of  anything  like  starvation  in  Ireland, 
they  would  have  been  open  to  the  severest 
censure  for  their  laches.  It  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  views  expressed  in 
that  letter  that  the  Board  of  Works  in 
Ireland  were  authorized  to  advance,  on 
easy  terms,  to  landowners  and  sanitary 


authorities  in  distressed  districts,  loans 
for  carrying  on  drainage  and  irrigation 
works,  for  erecting  farm  and  cottage 
buildings,  and  other  works,  which  would 
be  of  undoubted  benefit  to  the  country. 
The  loans  were  to  be  charged  interest  at 
the  rate  of  1  per  cent;  no  interest  was  to 
be  charged  for  the  first  two  years,  the 
principle  and  interest  to  be  covered  in 
35  years.  It  would  be  an  important 
thing,  while  alleviating  distress,  to  in- 
duce landowners  to  carry  out  works, 
so  that  the  labourer  should  earn  money 
which  would  supply  himself  with  food. 
That  would  not  pauperize  him.  Fear- 
ing, however,  that  in  some  districts 
landlords  and  the  sanitary  authori- 
ties might  not  be  in  a  position  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  to  them  of  obtaining  those 
advances,  the  Government  thought  it 
right  that  power  should  be  g^ven  to 
baronial  sessions  to  undertake  works  of 
a  public  nature — works  which  would  be 
generally  beneficial  to  the  locality  in 
which  they  were  constructed ;  and  that 
advances  should  be  made  by  the  Go- 
vernment for  those  works  at  1  per  cent 
interest,  the  principal  and  interest  to  be 
repaid  in  15  years.  That  was  the  pro- 
position of  the  Government  which  had 
met  with  most  opposition;  but  he  be- 
lieved that  opposition  had  been  founded 
on  a  mistaken  idea  of  what  was  pro- 
posed to  be  done.  It  was  alleged  that 
the  Government  were  reverting  to  the 
system  of  public  works  adopted  in  Ire- 
land during  the  Famine  of  1847-8 ;  but 
he  ventured  to  say  that  nothing  could 
be  more  unlike  that  system  than  the 
proposal  now  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Go* 
vemment.  In  those  days  public  money 
was  lavished  on  public  works.  There 
was  then  a  reckless  waste  of  money 
in  some  parts  of  Ireland,  and  the  works 
undertaken  remained  there  as  a  warn- 
ing to  succeeding  Governments  against 
the  course  which  was  then  adopted. 
In  1847  the  works  were  constructed 
without  anything  like  sufficient  control ; 
and  as  the  money  to  pay  for  them  was 
provided  out  of  the  Public  Exchequer, 
everybody  interested  in  the  expenditure 
thought  it  right  to  get  as  much  money 
as  possible  from  that  source.  In  the 
present  case,  the  system  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent one.  The  money  was  advanced 
to  the  locality  under  most  stringent  in- 
structions issued  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
The  proposals  were   to  be  rigidly   ex- 
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been  felt.  He  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  enter  into  minute  details  on  the 
subject,  because  he  thought  he  was 
justified  in  assuming  that  the  existence 
of  the  distress  had  been  admitted  ;  but 
he  might  assure  their  Lordships  that 
this  distress  in  all  its  details,  so  far  as 
they  could  be  ascertained,  had  occupied 
the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment since  last  September,  and  that,  so 
far  as  a  knowledge  of  the  matter  could 
aid  them,  the  Ministry  had  every  facility 
for  dealing  with  the  question.  The  Cor- 
respondence of  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioners, which  had  been  laid  on  the 
Table  of  their  Lordships'  House,  would 
explain  what  steps  had  been  taken  by 
the  Government,  from  time  to  time,  since 
September.  The  deficiencies  in  the  food 
supply  of  Ireland,  revealed  by  that  Cor- 
respondence, were  two.  There  was  a 
large  deficiency  in  the  cereal  crops,  and 
there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  potato 
crop,  which  crop  was  also  a  defective 
one.  That  a  great  portion  of  the  pea- 
sant population  of  Ireland  depended  on 
the  potato  crop  was  an  undoubted  fact. 
It  was  useless  at  the  present  moment  to 
discuss  the  question  of  how  much  better 
it  would  be  for  them  if  they  lived  on 
a  better  diet.  The  Government  had  to 
deal  with  facts  as  they  found  them ;  and 
the  information  which  had  reached  them 
led  them  to  the  belief  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop, 
coupled  with  the  failure  of  the  cereal 
crops,  there  would  be  very  great  dis- 
tress in  Ireland  during  the  winter  and 
the  spring.  Dr.  Grimshaw,  the  Eegistrar 
General,  in  his  preliminary  Report  on 
the  Agrioultural  Produce  in  1879 
stated — 

"  From  the  information  contained  under  the 
first  head,  it  is  quite  clear  that  food  supplies 
produced  in  Ireland  during  the  year  1879  must, 
so  far  as  cereal  and  green  crops  are  concerned, 
be  considerably  under  the  average.  A  close 
examination  of  the  information  contained  in 
Table  VI.  shows  that  in  the  cereal  and  potato 
crops  there  is  an  immense  deficiency,  not  only 
in  the  amount  planted,  but  in  the  yield,  the 
result  relatively  to  the  population  being  that, 
for  the  whole  of  Ireland,  the  quantity  per  head 
of  the  produce  of  cereal  crops  is  only  3*8  cwt., 
as  compared  with  an  average  for  the  10  years 
1869-78  of  4-9  cwt.,  and  against  47  cwt.  for 
1878.  In  potatoes  the  deficiency  is  proportion- 
ately greater.  The  annual  average  amount  of 
potatoes  per  head  produced  in  Ireland  during  the 
past  10  years  was  11-2  cwt.,  while  in  1879  it 
was  only  41,  or  about  one-third.     The  amount 

Ser  head  in  1878  was  9-3  cwt.,  or  more  than 
ouble  that  of  the  present  year.** 
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In  consequence  of  the  immense  rainfall 
of  1879,  there  was  an  apprehension  as 
to  fuel,  that  the  turf  would  become  so 
saturated  as  almost  to  destroy  it  in  some 
cases,  and  that  the  supply  would  be 
greatly  limited  in  many  others.  There- 
fore, it  was  obvious  that  there  would 
be  exceptional  distress  in  some  districts. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  thought  it 
wise  to  consider  in  time  the  pressure 
which  might  be  felt  in  many  of  the  Poor 
Law  Unions  of  Ireland.  On  that  point, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Irish  Local  Qovem* 
ment  Board  reported  under  date  the 
28th  of  October,  1879— 

'*  Although  it  may  reasonably  be  anticipated, 
from  the  causes  above  mentioned,  that  there 
will  be  a  considerable  increase  in  pauperism 
during  the  winter  season,  there  does  not  aeem 
to  be  any  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  resources 
of  the  Poor  Law  Unions  will  in  general  be  un- 
equal to  the  demands  on  them ;  but  in  some  of 
the  Unions  referred  to,  in  which  the  expendi- 
ture has  already  reached  sums  such  as  4«.  and 
4«.  bd.  in  the  pound,  the  strain  on  the  poor 
rates  will  no  doubt  become  excessive  if  employ- 
ment is  not  to  be  obtained  by  the  labouring 
classes,  and  if  there  should  be  a  much  greater 
demand  for  relief.  The  want  of  employment 
and  the  deficiency  of  fuel  are  the  two  principal 
features  in  the  accompanying  Heports  whidh 
the  Board  submit  for  His  Grace's  consideration, 
and  both  subjects  are  of  vital  importance  at  the 
present  time  as  affecting  the  prospects  of  the 
poor  during  the  coming  winter  and  the  circom- 
stances  of  many  of  the  ratepayers  in  distressed 
districts." 

The  Government  had,  therefore,  to  keep 
before  them  the  probability  that  there 
would  be  a  great  strain  on  the  Poor  Law 
system  of  Ireland,  and  accordingly  they 
thought  it  right  to  provide  against  what 
at  the  time  appeared  likely  to  prove  a 
most  lamentable  state  of  things.  It  was 
their  duty  to  see  that  the  machinery  of 
the  Irish  workhouses  should  afford  the 
greatest  accommodation  possible  for  the 
reception  of  the  largest  number  of  per- 
sons who  might  be  forced  to  seek  shelter 
in  these  institutions.  Accordingly,  the 
Local  Government  Board,  in  a  Circular 
to  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  used  this 
language — 

**  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Looal  Go* 
vemment  Board  have  to  impress  upon  the  Board 
of  Guardians  the  importance  of  being  prepared 
for  the  possible  contingencies  of  the  season. 
and  of  making  due  provision  beforehand  of 
ample  stores  of  bedding  and  clothing  to  meet 
any  degree  of  pressure  on  the  workhouse  which 
is  likely  to  occur ;  they  should  also  give  direo- 
tions  to  have  the  unoccupied  waras  in  the 
workhouse  thoroughly  cleansed  and  white- 
washed, and  placed  in  every  respect  in  good  and 
habitable  order." 
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Additional  Inspectors  were  appointed  to 
relieve  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  from 
the  ordinary  duties,  and  their  instruc- 
tions were  to  report  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  through  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, any  distress  that  might  come 
under  their  notice.  In  consequence  of 
reports  they  received,  the  Government 
authorized  Boards  of  Guardians  to  relax 
certain  of  the  provisions  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Law  in  respect  to  the  granting  of 
out-door  relief  and  the  granting  of  relief 
to  distressed  persons,  notwithstanding  that 
they  might  be  in  possession  of  a  quarter 
of  an  acre  of  land.  But  the  Govern- 
ment thought  they  were  bound  to  go 
further  in  providing  against  a  serious 
emergency ;  and  they  thought  that  this 
could  best  be  done  by  affording  facili- 
ties for  the  employment  of  the  poor  in 
distressed  districts  which  would  have 
the  eflPect  of  improving  the  country  with- 
out pauperizing  the  population.  Accord- 
ingly, a  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Trea- 
sury by  Mr.  Lowther,  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  In  it 
were  set  out  the  views  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant on  the  subject,  and  it  was  dated 
November  14,  1879— 

**  His  Grace  is  of  opinion  that  the  gratuitouB 
distribution  of  the  necessaries  of  life  to  the 
able-bodied  population,  even  where  it  could  be 
legally  afforded,  would  be  productive  of  very 
serious  evils,  aud,  moreover,  that  any  system  of 
what  are  generally  known  as  pubhc  relief 
works  is  open  to  great  objection,  and  is  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  considerable  abuse,  and  that  it 
would,  therefore,  be  far  preferable  that  employ- 
ment in  the  ordinary  manner  upon  works  of  a 
reproductive  or  beneficial  character  should  be 
afforded,  if  possible,  by  the  landowners  in  the 
localities  so  affected." 

It  appeared  to  him  that,  in  considering 
the  question,  persons  were  rather  apt  to 
forget  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  then  placed.  He  did  not  think 
that  sufficient  account  was  always  taken 
of  the  circumstances  existing  at  the 
time  when  it  was  necessary  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  take  precau- 
tions against  anything  like  famine.  If 
at  that  time  the  Government  had  not 
taken  every  precaution  to  prevent  not 
only  the  probability,  but  the  possibility 
of  anything  like  starvation  in  Ireland, 
they  would  have  been  open  to  the  severest 
censure  for  their  laches.  It  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  views  expressed  in 
that  letter  that  the  Board  of  Works  in 
Ireland  were  authorized  to  advance,  on 
easy  terms,  to  landowners  and  sanitary 


authorities  in  distressed  districts,  loans 
for  carrying  on  drainage  and  irrigation 
works,  for  erecting  farm  and  cottage 
buildings,  and  other  works,  which  would 
be  of  undoubted  benefit  to  the  country. 
The  loans  were  to  be  charged  interest  at 
the  rate  of  1  per  cent;  no  interest  was  to 
be  charged  for  the  first  two  years,  the 
principle  and  interest  to  be  covered  in 
35  years.  It  would  be  an  important 
thing,  while  alleviating  distress,  to  in- 
duce landowners  to  carry  out  works, 
so  that  the  labourer  should  earn  money 
which  would  supply  himself  with  food. 
That  would  not  pauperize  him.  Fear- 
ing, however,  that  in  some  districts 
landlords  and  the  sanitary  authori- 
ties might  not  be  in  a  position  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  to  them  of  obtaining  those 
advances,  the  Government  thought  it 
right  that  power  should  be  g^ven  to 
baronial  sessions  to  undertake  works  of 
a  public  nature — works  which  would  be 
generally  beneficial  to  the  locality  in 
which  they  were  constructed ;  and  that 
advances  should  be  made  by  the  Go- 
vernment for  those  works  at  1  per  cent 
interest,  the  principal  and  interest  to  be 
repaid  in  15  years.  That  was  the  pro- 
position of  the  Government  which  had 
met  with  most  opposition;  but  he  be- 
lieved that  opposition  had  been  founded 
on  a  mistaken  idea  of  what  was  pro- 
posed to  be  done.  It  was  alleged  that 
the  Government  were  reverting  to  the 
system  of  public  works  adopted  in  Ire- 
land during  the  Famine  of  1847-8;  but 
he  ventured  to  say  that  nothing  could 
be  more  unlike  that  system  than  the 
proposal  now  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment. In  those  days  public  money 
was  lavished  on  public  works.  There 
was  then  a  reckless  waste  of  money 
in  some  parts  of  Ireland,  and  the  works 
undertaken  remained  there  as  a  warn- 
ing to  succeeding  Governments  against 
the  course  which  was  then  adopted. 
In  1847  the  works  were  constructed 
without  anything  like  sufficient  control ; 
and  as  the  money  to  pay  for  them  was 
provided  out  of  the  Public  Exchequer, 
everybody  interested  in  the  expenditure 
thought  it  right  to  get  as  much  money 
as  possible  from  that  source.  In  the 
present  case,  the  system  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent one.  The  money  was  advanced 
to  the  locality  under  most  stringent  in- 
structions issued  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
The  proposals  were   to  be  rigidly   ex- 
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amined  by  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
Works,  and  the  money  expended  would 
be    advanced    to  the    ratepayers,   who 
would  have  to  repay  it  with  1  per  cent 
interest  in   16  years.     It  was  manifest, 
therefore,  that  the  ratepayers  would  not 
spend  more  money  than  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  meet  the  emergency  of  the 
case.      The    instructions  of   the    Lord 
Lieutenant  would  be  found  in  the  Papers 
on  the   subject  already  issued;   and  it 
would  be  found,  from  a  Circular  issued 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works, 
that  the  wages  to  be  paid  to  persons 
employed  on  those  relief  works  were  not 
to   exceed   the   ordinary  wages  of  the 
country.     To  show  the  working  of  the 
system,  he  would  quote  from   a  letter 
written  to  The  Times  by  a  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Monteagle),  who,  within 
the    last   fortnight,   had   practical    ex- 
perience of  the  matter,   because   such 
experience  ought  to  have  more  influence 
on  their  deliberations  than  any  theore- 
tical view.     The  letter,  which  was  dated 
February   19,   and   was  signed  by  the 
noble   Lord    as    the   Chairman   of   the 
Shanid  Baronial  Sessions,  stated — 


"The  Special  Sessions  of  this  barony  were 
held  on  the  10th  inst.    There  was  considerable 
apprehension  among  those  who  remembered  the 
scenes  of   1846-8  that  mob   intimidation  and 
jobbery  would  be  rife.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
conduct  of  the  people  was    most  exemplary. 
There  were  about  40   applications  for    relief 
works,   of   which  eight  were  passed.     All  the 
eight  were  in  districts  where  there  was  urgent 
need  of  employment,  and  seven  of  them  were  of 
undoubted  public  utility.    The  object  of  these 
Sessions  had  been  clearly  defined  as  being  to 
meet  the  urgent  want  of  employment  where 
work  was  not  likely  to  be  provided  otherwise. 
By  keeping  this  principle  steadily  in  view  we 
were  enabled  to  decide  each  case  in  the  first 
place  on  the  simple  and  narrow  issue  of  *  urgency 
or  not.'     Urgencv  being  voted,  we  then  con- 
sidered the  question  of  utility  where  more  than 
one  application  came  from  the  locality  in  ques- 
tion.    The  Sessions  themselves  do  not,  there- 
fore, seem  to  be  liable  to  much  abuse  if  due  pre- 
cautions are  observed.     Many  of  the  abuses, 
however,   dreaded  by  Lord  Emly   and    others 
would  arise  (if  at  all}  at  a  later  stage,  during 
the  execution  of  the  work.    As  no  works  have 
yet  been  sanctioned  by  the  authorities  in  Dublin, 
no  one  can  be  sure  that  these  abuses  may  not 
spring  up.     But  as  all  works  are  to  be  exe- 
cuted here  in  the  usual  manner — i.*.,  either  by 
contract  or  by  sub- con  tracts  under  the  county 
surveyor — there    seemed   to  be   comparatively 
little  risk.     It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  some 
cases  contractors  tendered  for  works  in  order  to 
give  employment,  though   they  thought  they 
would  lose  at  the  prices*  allowed  by  the  Court, 
and   gladly  withdrew    when  they  found    the 
work  might  be  done  by  sub-contracts  under  the 
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county  surveyor.  In  CQncluaoiiy  Sir,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  so  far  the  working  of 
these  Sessions  in  this  barony  baBbeen  sacceflsfol 
in  providing  a  most  timely  and  neceflsary  sup- 
plement to  the  improvement  works  undertakoi 
by  landlords  and  others,  and  I  have  every 
hope  that  they  may  be  of  great  benefit  to  ihii 
locality  and  save  the  poor  from  distress,  and 
other  classes  from  difficulty  and  danger." 

It  was  proposed  that  the  advancses  should 
be  made  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  Irish 
Church  Fund.  He  thought  that  such  a 
course  was  strictly  within  the  provisiooB 
of  the  Irish  Church  Act,  the  68th  section 
of  which  was  in  these  terms — 

"  And  whereas  it  is  further  expedient  th^ 
the  proceeds  of  the  said  property  iSioold  be  ap- 
propriated mainly  to  the  relief  of  onavoidii^ls 
calamity  and  suffering,  yet  not  so  as  to  cancel 
or  impair  the  obligations  now  attached  to  pro- 
perty under  the  Acts  for  the  reli^  of  the  poor, 
be  it  further  enacted  that  the  said  proceeds  t^yll 
be  so  applied  accordingly  in  Uie  manner  Parlia- 
ment shall  hereafter  durect.*' 

The  Government  might  have  proposed 
that  money  should  be  advanced  for  much 
greater  works — such  as  railways,  har- 
bours, piers,  and  the  like— but  these 
would  not  have  met  the  difficulty,  be- 
cause such  works  could  have  been  con- 
structed by  large  contractors  from  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  and  large  numbeiB  of 
workpeople  would  have  been  brought 
from  these  countries  to  Ireland ;  and  the 
people  of  Ireland  would,  therefore,  not 
have  received  the  benefit  of  the  outlay 
which  was  made.  As  their  Liordabipi 
were  aware.  Her  Majesty's  Gbvemment 
had  sanctioned  measures  somewhat  in 
advance  of  their  powers ;  but  they  had 
not  hesitated  to  anticipate  the  sanctioa 
of  Parliament  to  the  measures  they  had 
adopted,  because  they  felt  that  when 
their  object  was  to  prevent  a  famine  in 
Ireland  Parliament  would  be  sure  to 
grant  them  the  indemnity  asked  for  in 
the  Bill  to  which  he  now  asked  their 
Lordships  to  give  a  second  reading. 

Moved,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
— (7%(j  Lord  President.) 

The  Maeqtjess  of  LANSDOWNE 
reminded  their  Lordships  that  a  few 
nights  ago  the  House  had  been  engaged 
in  a  discussion  upon  the  state  of  Ireland, 
and  this  Bill  was  a  remarkable  illuBtra- 
tion  of  it.  Indeed,  there  could  not  be  a 
more  significant  one.  The  agricultural 
interest  had  suffered  in  England  during 
the  last  few  months  quite  as  much  aa  it 
had  in  Ireland;  but  no  proposal  had  beea 
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made  to  Parliament  on  account  of  the 
agricultural  distress  in  any  other  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  It  was  for  Ireland 
alone  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  to  come  to  Parliament  with  a  mea- 
sure as  extraordinary  as  the  Bill  before 
the  House.  What  was  that  measure  ? 
Parliament  was  going  to  lend  public 
money — a  portion  of  the  surplus  of  the 
Irish  Church  Funds — at  a  nominal  rate 
of  interest,  and  it  was  going  to  impose 
heavy  taxation  upon  a  population  verg- 
ing on  bankruptcy  to  relieve  a  popula- 
tion already  bankrupt.  It  was  going  to 
enable  the  Boards  of  Guardians  to  mort- 
gage the  rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
and  to  adopt  the  vicious  system  of  not 
making  the  year's  income  meet  the  year's 
expenditure — a  course  in  which  they 
would  at  a  respectful  distance  imitate 
the  practice  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  finances  of  the 
nation.  He  was  not  about  to  oppose 
the  proposal  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment ;  because,  objectionable  as 
were  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  he 
thought  that,  on  the  whole,  they  were 
as  little  objectionable  as  any  which 
could  have  been  devised  in  the  circum- 
stances. There  were  two  ways  of  meet- 
ing the  distress  in  Ireland — namely, 
either  by  direct  relief  in  the  shape  of 
food  or  money  to  buy  food,  or  by  provid- 
ing public  works  at  which  the  people 
could  earn  wages  to  support  themselves. 
In  adopting  the  latter  system,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  had,  he  thought, 
come  to  a  wise  conclusion.  The  difficul- 
ties of  meeting  destitution  by  a  direct 
distribution  of  food  were  very  great. 
If  with  such  a  plan  they  waited  till 
starvation  set  in,  the  calamity  would 
overtake  them,  instead  of  their  over- 
taking the  calamity.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  anticipated  starvation  and  em- 
barked upon  a  vast  system  of  public  re- 
lief, that  would  involve  wholesale  and 
indiscriminate  almsgiving  with  all  the 
objectionable  results  which  were  sure  to 
follow  from  charity  distributed  in  such  a 
manner.  Such  a  course  could  not  fail  to 
lead  to  endless  misrepresentation,  and 
must  have  a  demoralizing  effect  on  the 
country  at  large.  As  showing  this,  he 
would  read  an  extract  from  a  letter 
written  by  a  Boman  Catholic  priest  in 
the  South  of  Ireland  to  the  Eelief  Com- 
mittee of  his  town — 

''  As  aoon  as  it  became  known  that  I  had 
charity  to  give  out,  there  was  a  rush  from  one 


end  to  the  other  of  the  district.  The  giving  of 
charity  in  this  way  is  the  greatest  curse  that 
could  fall  upon  a  people.  It  demoralizes  and 
damns  them  ;  they  hecome  liars  and  everything 
else  that  is  bad.  I  am  sick  of  the  business.  Had 
they  employment,  I  would  make  them  work  or 
let  them  starve." 

It  might  be  said  that  in  1846  and  1847 
the  labour  system  was  tried  and  failed. 
The  circumstances  of  the  present  time 
were,  fortunately,  very  different  from 
those  of  the  period  of  the  great  Famine. 
In  those  times  there  was  in  Ireland  a 
population  larger  by  3,000,000  than  that 
of  the  present  time.  Destitution,  instead 
of  being  confined  to  a  limited  area,  was 
general  all  over  the  country.  The  Labour 
Bate  Act  was  in  operation  in  1,826  out 
of  the  2,049  electoral  divisions  into  which 
the  country  was  divided.  Then  the  means 
of  communication  were  much  less,  rail- 
ways were  fewer,  and  there  was  no 
telegraphic  communication,  and  the  trade 
in  Indian  meal,  on  which  the  people  had, 
for  the  most  part,  to  be  fed,  had  not 
been  established.  Worse  than  all,  the 
long  continuation  of  the  distress  had  so 
enfeebled  the  people  in  mind  and  body 
that  they  were  incapable  of  work,  and 
would  have  starved  if  food  had  not  been 
put  into  their  mouths  by  Government 
agency.  The  circumstances  now  were 
wholly  different.  There  was  plenty  of 
food  in  the  country,  the  people  were 
able  and  willing  to  work,  and  all  they 
asked  for  was  work  and  the  means  of 
earning  their  own  support.  He  rejoiced 
that  the  Government  had  acceded  to  that 
prayer,  and  that  they  relied  upon  these 
steps,  rather 'than  upon  a  wide  extension 
of  out-door  relief.  He  must  express  a 
hope  that  the  Government  would  not  ex- 
tend the  principle  of  out-door  relief 
beyond  the  limits  proposed  in  this  Bill. 
Of  course,  in  a  time  of  exceptional  dis- 
tress, it  was  unwise  to  retain  the  opera- 
tion of  the  quarter-acre  clause ;  but  if 
ever  out-door  relief  came  to  be  adminis- 
tered in  Ireland  as  it  was  in  this  country 
there  would  be  no  limits  to  the  abuses  to 
which  it  would  give  rise.  In  Ireland, 
while  in  the  last  18  years  in-door  relief 
had  remained  stationary  or  had  slightly 
decreased,  the  amount  of  out-door  re- 
lief had  more  than  trebled.  If  any 
change  were  to  be  made,  instead  of  as- 
similating the  Irish  to  the  English  law, 
they  should  assimilate  the  English  to  the 
Irish  law  in  respect  of  out-door  relief. 
He  approved  for  many  reasons  the  course 
taken  by  the   Government  in  making 
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advances  to  the  landlord  for  works.  In 
the  first  place,  the  Government  would 
have  a  security  that  the  funds  would  be 
expended  upon  works  of  real  utility^  no 
unnecessary  works  would  be  undertaken 
by  the  landlord,  who  would  have  a  direct 
interest  in  seeing  that  those  which  were 
undertaken  would  be  of  a  permanently 
beneficial  character.-  He  had  come  lately 
from  a  district  where  hundreds  of  men 
were  employed  by  the  landowners  in  the 
improvement  of  their  farms  ;  and  he  be- 
lieved the  stimulus  thus  given  to  indus- 
try would  have  a  most  valuable  effect. 
It  was  quite  a  mistake  to  think  that  the 
labourers  were  withdrawn  from  the  cul- 
tivation of  their  own  farms ;  they  had, 
01^  the  contrary,  expended  upon  their 
own  land,  under  the  pressure  of  adver- 
sity, a  great  amount  of  energy  which  he 
was  afraid  had  been  hitherto  latent. 
One  part  of  the  Bill  had  been  rather 
severely  criticized — that,  namely,  which 
related  to  works  to  be  undertaken  under 
the  special  baronial  sessions.  It  ought 
to  be  remembered  that  there  was  to 
be  an  official  supervision  of  these  works ; 
and,  therefore,  he  did  not  think  there 
would  be  that  risk  of  abuse  in  respect  of 
them  which  some  of  his  noble  Friends 
seemed  to  anticipate.  The  works  could 
not  be  undertaken  without  the  approval 
of  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  the  baronial 
sessions,  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
would  be  under  the  control  of  the  Board 
of  Works.  As.  far  as  he  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  reading  the  accounts  of 
meetings  on  the  subject,  there  was  no 
disposition  to  misuse  the  facilities  offered 
by  this  part  of  the  Bill,  which,  as  the 
noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Eichmond 
and  Gt)rdon)  had  pointed  out,  M'ere, 
after  all,  supplementary  to  the  prin- 
cipal provisions  of  the  measure.  He 
ventured,  however,  to  make  one  sug- 
gestion. It  was  that  there  should  be  a 
power  of  charging  works  undertaken  by 
baronial  sessions  to  a  portion  of  the 
barony  only  when  that  might  be  advis- 
able. It  would  be  hard  upon  the  land- 
lords who  gave  employment  which 
covered  ^he  distress,  say  in  four-fifths 
of  a  barony,  that  they  should  be  taxed 
to  provide  works  for  the  remaining  fifth. 
jffe  would  tuf^^sfrom  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  to  a  mor^  important  question. 
It  was  whether  the  einVaordinary  mea- 
Bures  now  being  sanction^ed  were  neces- 
sary only  in  order  to  ni.eet  an  acci- 
dental emergency,  or  wheflier  they  were 
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surrounded  by  circumstances  which  made 
it  all  but  certain  that  at  no  distant  day 
they  would  be  compelled  to  have  re- 
course to  such  measures  a^ain.  He 
was  afraid  that  the  latter  was  the  case. 
The  causes  of  distress  in  Ireland  were 
various  and  complicated;  but  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  main 
cause  was  the  concentration  of  large 
masses  of  population  within  areas  inca- 
pable of  supporting  them.  Other  causes 
were,  no  doubt,  alleged ;  but  these  were 
subsidiary.  It  was  said,  for  instance, 
that  the  Irish  peasant  was  a  bad  work- 
man. He  was  afraid  there  was  some 
truth  in  the  statement.  Among  the 
small  cottier  tenants  of  Ireland  skilled 
cultivation  was  rare,  and  industry  too 
often  intermittent  and  occasional.  Then 
it  was  said  he  was  intemperate.  Well, 
no  doubt  there  was  an  enormous  amoimt 
of  intemperance  in  Ireland.  In  two 
towns  of  which  he  had  some  knowledge, 
the  one  with  a  population  of  1/200,  the 
other  with  a  population  of  2^000,  there 
were  in  the  first  26  public-houses  and 
only  27  other  houses  of  business ;  and 
in  the  other  52  public-houses  and  only 
72  other  business  premises.  Again,  the 
system  of  indiscriminate  giving  and 
taking  of  credit  was  pointed  to  as  one  of 
the  causes  of  the  recent  collapse ;  and 
he  admitted  that  no  one  who  was  fami- 
liar with  Ireland  could  close  his  eyes  to 
the  deplorable  results  of  this  practice. 
These  were,  however,  only  the  secondary 
causes  of  the  state  of  things  with  which 
they  had  to  deal.  If  the  Lrish  peasants 
were  as  sober  as  judges,  and  as  indus- 
trious as  market  gardeners,  they  could 
not  in  many  parts  of  the  country  support 
themselves  upon  the  miserable  holdings 
of  which  they  were  the  occupants.  WhUe 
this  state  of  things  continued  there  would 
be  distress,  and  while  there  was  distress 
there  would  be  disaffection  in  Ireland. 
What  were  the  facts  in  the  case  of  the 
three  counties  of  Donegal,  Mayo,  and 
Galway,  three  counties  which  had  been 
conspicuous  for  the  amount  of  destitu- 
tion within  them  ?  In  Donegal  there 
were  17,000  tenants  with  a  valuation 
of  £4  a-year  and  under ;  in  Gal  way, 
18,000;  and  in  Mayo,  20,000.  They 
paid,  perhaps,  £o  or  £6  a-year  rent, 
and  they  lived  in  habitations  unfit  for 
human  beings.  There  were  227,000 
families  living  in  mud  cabins  of  a  single 
room  in  Ireland.  These  people  did  not 
X)rofess  to  live  on  the  agriculture  of  their 


13 


Rel%$f  of  Distress 


(Maroh  1,  1880} 


(Ireland)  Bill. 


14 


country.  Many  of  them  came  over  to 
try  and  eke  out  a  livelihood  by  labouring 
in  the  fields  in  this  country.  It  was 
calculated  that  one  Irish  county  had  lost 
something  like  £100,000  by  the  fluctua- 
tions of  the  English  labour  market.  It 
was  said  that  the  excessive  rent  which 
these  people  paid  to  their  landlords  was 
the  cause  of  their  suffering;  but  how 
did  the  case  stand  ?  The  average  cost 
of  maintaining  a  pauper  in  the  Irish 
Unions  was  something  like  £9  a-year, 
exclusive  of  **  establishment  charges." 
Let  it  be  assumed,  for  argument's  sake, 
that  these  peasants  were  able  to  support 
life  with  £5  a-year.  Take  the  case  of  a 
man  with  six  children — eight  of  a  family 
altogether.  To  provide  them  merely 
with  food  and  clothing  would  take  some 
£40  a-year — that  was  to  say,  that  before 
these  people  could  pay  a  shilling  of  rent 
they  would  have  to  make  out  of  the  land 
a  sum  of  £40  or  £50.  How  could  any 
reduction  of  rent  meet  a  case  of  that 
kind  ?  A  landlord  might'give  40  or  60  per 
cent  back,  or  the  whole  of  the  rent ;  but 
the  tenants  would  none  the  less  be*  in 
distress  whenever  the  potatoes  failed. 
What,  then,  became  of  the  statement, 
so  frequently  and  heedlessly  made,  that 
those  people  were  ruined  in  consequence 
of  the  exorbitant  rents  they  had  to  pay 
to  their  landlords  ?  They  might  expro- 
priate the  landlords  altogether,  they 
might  try  Communistic  schemes,  they 
might  lend  money  at  nominal  rates  of 
interest ;  but  they  would  never  get  rid 
of  the  recurring  disaffection  or  dis- 
tress until  some  change  took  place 
in  the  distribution  of  the  population. 
He  wished  he  could  say  —  "Here  is 
the  disease  !  This  is  the  remedy !  " 
But  he  felt  bound  to  confess  that  he 
knew  of  no  Royal  road  to  an  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  those  parts  of 
Ireland.  It  was  easy  to  say — **  Why 
do  not  the  people  emigrate  ?  "  A  great 
many  writers  and  speakers  talked  boldly 
of  emigration  in  principle,  but  had  very 
little  to  say  when  it  came  to  the  question 
of  applying  that  principle  in  practice. 
The  question  of  emigration  was  full  of 
almost  insuperable  difficulties.  There 
was  the  unconquerable  repugnance  of 
the  people  to  leave  their  country ;  and 
there  was  the  hardship  that  would  be 
felt  if  large  masses  were  suddenly  re- 
moved in  all  their  helplessness  from  the 
homes  to  which  they  so  tenaciously 
clung.    Then  they  had   the  fact  that 


the  Western  Irish  peasant  was  by  no 
means  always  a  suitable  subject  for  emi- 
gration. Strong,  able-bodied,  skilled 
workmen  might  do.  But  these  half- 
starved,  uneducated,  unskilled  peasants 
of  the  West  would  not  be  raised 
to  a  prosperous  condition  merely  by 
being  transported  to  the  other  side  of 
the  sea.  A  Government  which  would 
commit  itself  to  a  wholesale  scheme  of 
State-aided  emigration  would,  in  his 
opinion,  show  more  courage  than  judg- 
ment. It  was,  however,  none  the  less 
true  that  it  was  only  to  a  gradual  re-dis- 
tribution of  a  part  of  the  population  of 
Ireland  that  they  could  look  for  a  lasting 
amelioration  of  their  condition,  and  to 
this  end  the  efforts  of  landlords  and 
tenants  alike  should  be  directed.  The 
time  would,  he  believed,  come  when 
many  of  the  Irish  farmers  would  recog- 
nize that  it  was  better  both  for  those 
who  left  the  country  and  for  those  who 
remained  behind  that  five  families  should 
live  in  comfort  and  decency  upon  a  given 
area  than  10  in  squalor  and  misery. 
Education  was  spreading,  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  would  be  developed, 
their  material  wealth  had,  until  the  last 
year  or  two,  increased  steadily,  the  legi- 
timate grievances  of  the  Irish  nation 
had  been  to  a  large  extent  redressed, 
disaffection  though,  noisy  and  irritating, 
was,  he  believed,  less  deep  and  less  dan- 
gerous than  of  old.  It  was  their  duty  to 
bide  their  time,  ruling  the  country  in  the 
meanwhile  patiently,  firmly,  and  justly, 
bearing  in  mind  that  if  any  good  results 
were  to  attend  their  efforts  they  would  be 
accorded  to  those  who  had  learnt,  not 
only  how  to  labour,  but  how  to  wait. 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE 
pointed  out  that  the  emigration  from 
Ireland  had  been  much  greater  within 
the  last  20  years  than,  in  proportion  to 
the  population,  it  had  been  from  Eng- 
land. Nearly  2,600,000  of  people  had 
emigrated  from  Ireland  in  that  time, 
and  about  4,000,000  from  England,  the 
latter  having  a  population  six  times  as 
large  as  that  of  the  former.  There  was 
no  ground,  therefore,  for  saying  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  did  not  wish  to 
emigrate.  It  would  be  well  if  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  would  consider  whe- 
ther some  continuous  assistance  should 
not  be  given  to  enable  the  poorer  classes 
in  Ireland  to  emigrate.  He  received 
letters  almost  every  day  from  these 
people  asking  him  to  aid  them.  It  might 
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advances  to  the  landlord  for  works.     In 
the  first  place,  the  Government  would 
have  a  security  that  the  funds  would  be 
expended  upon  works  of  real  utility ;  no 
unnecessary  works  would  be  undertaken 
by  the  landlord,  who  would  have  a  direct 
interest  in  seeing  that  those  which  were 
undertaken  would  be  of  a  permanently 
beneficial  character.-  He  had  come  lately 
from  a  district  where  hundreds  of  men 
were  employed  by  the  landowners  in  the 
improvement  of  their  farms  ;  and  he  be- 
lieved the  stimulus  thus  g^ven  to  indus- 
try would  have  a  most  valuable  effect. 
It  was  quite  a  mistake  to  think  that  the 
labourers  were  withdrawn  from  the  cul- 
tivation of  their  own  farms ;  they  had, 
on  the  contrary,  expended  upon  their 
own  land,  under  the  pressure  of  adver- 
sity, a  great  amount  of  energy  which  he 
was  afraid  had  been  hitherto    latent. 
One  part  of  the  Bill  had  been  rather 
severely  criticized — that,  namely,  which 
related  to  works  to  be  undertaken  under 
the  special  baronial  sessions.     It  ought 
to  be   remembered   that  there  was  to 
be  an  official  supervision  of  these  works ; 
and,  therefore,  he  did  not  think  there 
would  be  that  risk  of  abuse  in  respect  of 
them  which  some  of  his  noble  Friends 
seemed  to  anticipate.     The  works  could 
not  be  undertaken  without  the  approval 
of  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  the  baronial 
sessions,  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
would  be  under  the  control  of  the  Board 
of  Works.      As.  far  as  he  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  reading  the  accounts  of 
meetings  on  the  subject,  there  was  no 
disposition  to  misuse  the  facilities  offered 
by  this  part  of  the  Bill,  which,  as  the 
noble  Duke   (the  Duke  of   Eichmond 
and   Gt)rdon)   had    pointed   out,    M'ere, 
after   all,  supplementary  to   the  prin- 
cipal  provisions  of  the   measure.     He 
ventured,  however,  to  make  one  sug- 
gestion.    It  was  that  there  should  be  a 
pow^r  of  charging  works  undertaken  by 
baronial   sessions  to   a  portion  of  the 
barony  only  when  that  might  be  advis- 
able.    It  would  be  hard  upon  the  land- 
lords   who     gave    employment    which 
covered  -the  distress,  say  in  four-fifths 
of  a  barony,  that  they  should  be  taxed 
to  provide  works  for  the  remaining  fifth. 
~[e  would  tui^Sfrom  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  to  a  mor^  important  question. 
It  was  whether  the  ei^Vaordinary  mea- 
sures now  being  sanction^ed  were  neces- 
sary only  in   order  to  ni.eet  an   acci- 
dental emergency,  or  whether  they  were 
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surrounded  by  circumstances  which  made 
it  all  but  certain  that  at  no  distant  day 
they  would  be  compelled  to   have  re- 
course  to    such  measures   again.      He 
was  afraid  that  the  latter  was  the  case. 
The  causes  of  distress  in  Ireland  were 
various  and   complicated;  but    he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  main 
cause   was  the  concentration   of    larg^ 
masses  of  population  within  areas  inca- 
pable of  supporting  them.    Other  causes 
were,  no  doubt,  alleged ;  but  these  were 
subsidiary.     It  was  said,  for  instance, 
that  the  Irish  peasant  was  a  bad  work- 
man.   He  was  afraid  there   was   some 
truth   in  the   statement.      Among    the 
small  cottier  tenants  of  Ireland  skilled 
cultivation  was  rare,  and  industry  too 
often  intermittent  and  occasional.     Then 
it  was  said  he  was  intemperate.     Well, 
no  doubt  there  was  an  enormous  amount 
of   intemperance   in    Ireland.    In    two 
towns  of  which  he  had  some  knowledge, 
the  one  with  a  population  of  1,200,  the 
other  with  a  population  of  2 ,.000,  there 
were  in  the  first  26  public-houses  and 
only  27  other  houses   of  business ;  and 
in  the  other  52  public-houses  and  only 
72  other  business  premises.     Again,  the 
system    of    indiscriminate    giving   and 
taking  of  credit  was  pointed  to  as  one  of 
the  causes  of  the  recent  collapse  ;  and 
he  admitted  that  no  one  who  was  fami- 
liar with  Ireland  could  close  his  eyes  to 
the  deplorable  results  of  this  practice. 
These  were,  however,  only  the  secondary 
causes  of  the  state  of  things  with  which 
they  had  to  deal.     If  the  Irish  peasants 
were  as  sober  as  judges,  and  as  indus- 
trious as  market  gardeners,  they  could 
not  in  many  parts  of  the  country  support 
themselves  upon  the  miserable  holdings 
of  which  they  were  the  occupants.  Whue 
this  state  of  things  continued  there  would 
be  distress,  and  while  there  was  distress 
there  would  be  disaffection  in  Ireland. 
What  were  the  facts  in  the  case  of  the 
three  counties  of  Donegal,  Mayo,  and 
Galway,  three  counties  which  had  been 
conspicuous  for  the  amount  of  destitu- 
tion within  them  ?    In  Donegal   there 
were  17,000  tenants  with  a   valuation 
of  £4   a-year   and  under ;   in   Gal  way, 
18,000;    and   in  Mayo,  20,000.     They 
paid,  perhaps,   £5   or   £6  a-year  rent, 
and  they  lived  in  habitations  unfit  for 
human    beings.     There    were    227,000 
families  living  in  mud  cabins  of  a  single 
room  in  Ireland.     These  people  did  not 
X^rofess  to  live  on  the  agriculture  of  their 
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country.  Many  of  them  came  over  to 
try  and  eke  out  a  livelihood  by  labouring 
in  the  fields  in  this  country.  It  was 
calculated  that  one  Irish  county  had  lost 
something  like  £100,000  by  the  fluctua- 
tions of  the  English  labour  market.  It 
was  said  that  the  excessive  rent  which 
these  people  paid  to  their  landlords  was 
the  cause  of  their  suffering;  but  how 
did  the  case  stand  ?  The  average  cost 
of  maintaining  a  pauper  in  the  Irish 
Unions  was  something  like  £9  a-year, 
exclusive  of  **  establishment  charges." 
Let  it  be  assumed,  for  argument's  sake, 
that  these  peasants  were  able  to  support 
life  with  £5  a-year.  Take  the  case  of  a 
man  with  six  children — eight  of  a  family 
altogether.  To  provide  them  merely 
with  food  and  clothing  would  take  some 
£40  a-year — that  was  to  say,  that  before 
these  people  could  pay  a  shilling  of  rent 
they  would  have  to  make  out  of  the  land 
a  sum  of  £40  or  £50.  How  could  any 
reduction  of  rent  meet  a  case  of  that 
kind  ?  A  landlord  might'give  40  or  60  per 
cent  back,  or  the  whole  of  the  rent ;  but 
the  tenants  would  none  the  less  be*  in 
distress  whenever  the  potatoes  failed. 
What,  then,  became  of  the  statement, 
80  frequently  and  heedlessly  made,  that 
those  people  were  ruined  in  consequence 
of  the  exorbitant  rents  they  had  to  pay 
to  their  landlords  ?  They  might  expro- 
priate the  landlords  altogether,  they 
might  try  Communistic  schemes,  they 
might  lend  money  at  nominal  rates  of 
interest ;  but  they  would  never  get  rid 
of  the  recurring  disaffection  or  dis- 
tress until  some  change  took  place 
in  the  distribution  of  the  population. 
He  wished  he  could  say  —  **  Here  is 
the  disease  !  This  is  the  remedy !  " 
But  he  felt  bound  to  confess  that  he 
knew  of  no  Boyal  road  to  an  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  those  parts  of 
Ireland.  It  was  easy  to  say — •*  Why 
do  not  the  people  emigrate  ?  "  A  great 
many  writers  and  speakers  talked  boldly 
of  emigration  in  principle,  but  had  very 
little  to  say  when  it  came  to  the  question 
of  applying  that  principle  in  practice. 
The  question  of  emigration  was  full  of 
almost  insuperable  difficulties.  There 
was  the  unconquerable  repugnance  of 
the  people  to  leave  their  country ;  and 
there  was  the  hardship  that  would  be 
felt  if  large  masses  were  suddenly  re- 
moved in  all  their  helplessness  from  the 
homes  to  which  they  so  tenaciously 
clung.    Then  they  had   the  fact  that 


the  Western  Irish  peasant  was  by  no 
means  always  a  suitable  subject  for  emi- 
gration. Strong,  able-bodied,  skilled 
workmen  might  do.  But  these  half- 
starved,  uneducated,  unskilled  peasants 
of  the  West  would  not  be  raised 
to  a  prosperous  condition  merely  by 
being  transported  to  the  other  side  of 
the  sea.  A  Government  which  would 
commit  itself  to  a  wholesale  scheme  of 
State-aided  emigration  would,  in  his 
opinion,  show  more  courage  than  judg- 
ment. It  was,  however,  none  the  less 
true  that  it  was  only  to  a  gradual  re-dis- 
tribution of  a  part  of  the  population  of 
Ireland  that  they  could  look  for  a  lasting 
amelioration  of  their  condition,  and  to 
this  end  the  efforts  of  landlords  and 
tenants  alike  should  be  directed.  The 
time  would,  he  believed,  come  when 
many  of  the  Irish  farmers  would  recog- 
nize that  it  was  better  both  for  those 
who  left  the  country  and  for  those  who 
remained  behind  that  five  families  should 
live  in  comfort  and  decency  upon  a  given 
area  than  10  in  squalor  and  misery. 
Education  was  spreading,  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  would  be  developed, 
their  material  wealth  had,  until  the  last 
year  or  two,  increased  steadily,  the  legi- 
timate grievances  of  the  Irish  nation 
had  been  to  a  large  extent  redressed, 
disaffection  though,  noisy  and  irritating, 
was,  he  believed,  less  deep  and  less  dan- 
gerous than  of  old.  It  was  their  duty  to 
bide  their  time,  ruling  the  country  in  the 
meanwhile  patiently,  firmly,  and  justly, 
bearing  in  mind  that  if  any  good  results 
were  to  attend  their  efforts  they  would  be 
accorded  to  those  who  had  learnt,  not 
only  how  to  labour,  but  how  to  wait. 
Lord  OEANMORE  and  BROWNE 

Pointed  out  that  the  emigration  from 
reland  had  been  much  greater  within 
the  last  20  years  than,  in  proportion  to 
the  population,  it  had  been  from  Eng- 
land. Nearly  2,600,000  of  people  had 
emigrated  from  Ireland  in  that  time, 
and  about  4,000,000  from  England,  the 
latter  having  a  population  six  times  as 
large  as  that  of  the  former.  There  was 
no  ground,  therefore,  for  saying  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  did  not  wish  to 
emigrate.  It  would  be  well  if  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  would  consider  whe- 
ther some  continuous  assistance  should 
not  be  given  to  enable  the  poorer  classes 
in  Ireland  to  emigrate.  He  received 
letters  almost  every  day  from  these 
people  asking  him  to  aid  them.  It  might 
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been  felt.  He  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  enter  into  minute  details  on  the 
subject,  because  he  thought  he  was 
justified  in  assuming  that  the  existence 
of  the  distress  had  been  admitted  ;  but 
he  might  assure  their  Lordships  that 
this  distress  in  all  its  details,  so  far  as 
they  could  be  ascertained,  had  occupied 
the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment since  last  September,  and  that,  so 
far  as  a  knowledge  of  the  matter  could 
aid  them,  the  Ministry  had  every  facility 
for  dealing  with  the  question.  The  Cor- 
respondence of  the  Public  Works  Com- 
missioners, which  had  been  laid  on  the 
Table  of  their  Lordships'  House,  would 
explain  what  steps  had  been  taken  by 
the  Government,  from  time  to  time,  since 
September.  The  deficiencies  in  the  food 
supply  of  Ireland,  revealed  by  that  Cor- 
respondence, were  two.  There  was  a 
large  deficiency  in  the  cereal  crops,  and 
there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  potato 
crop,  which  crop  was  also  a  defective 
one.  That  a  great  portion  of  the  pea- 
sant population  of  Ireland  dependea  on 
the  potato  crop  was  an  undoubted  fact. 
It  was  useless  at  the  present  moment  to 
discuss  the  question  of  how  much  better 
it  would  be  for  them  if  they  lived  on 
a  better  diet.  The  Government  had  to 
deal  with  facts  as  they  found  them ;  and 
the  information  which  had  reached  them 
led  them  to  the  belief  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  failure  of  the  potato  crop, 
coupled  with  the  failure  of  the  cereal 
crops,  there  would  be  very  great  dis- 
tress in  Ireland  during  the  winter  and 
the  spring.  Dr.  Grimshaw,  the  Registrar 
General,  in  his  preliminary  Report  on 
the  Agricultural  Produce  in  1879 
stated — 

"  From  the  information  contained  under  the 
fli8t  head,  it  is  quite  clear  that  food  supplies 
produced  in  Ireland  during  the  year  1879  must, 
BO  far  as  cereal  and  green  crops  are  concerned, 
be  considerably  under  the  average.  A  close 
examination  of  the  information  contained  in 
Table  VI.  shows  that  in  the  cereal  and  potato 
crops  there  is  an  immense  deficiency,  not  only 
in  the  amount  planted,  but  in  the  yield,  the 
result  relatively  to  the  population  being  that, 
for  the  whole  of  Ireland,  the  quantity  per  head 
of  the  produce  of  cereal  crops  is  only  3*8  cwt., 
as  compared  with  an  average  for  the  10  years 
1869-78  of  4-9  cwt.,  and  against  4-7  cwt.  for 
1878.  In  potatoes  the  deficiency  is  proportion- 
ately greater.  The  annual  average  amount  of 
potatoes  per  head  produced  in  Ireland  during  the 
past  10  years  was  11*2  cwt.,  while  in  1879  it 
was  only  41,  or  about  one-third.  The  amount 
per  head  in  1878  was  9*3  cwt.,  or  more  than 
double  that  of  the  present  year.'* 

Th^  T>vle  nf  "Richmond  and  Gordon 


In  consequence  of  the  immense  rainfdl 
of  1879,  there  was  an  apprehension  aa 
to  fuel,  that  the  turf  would  become  so 
saturated  as  almost  to  destroy  it  in  some 
cases,  and  that  the  supply  would  be 
greatly  limited  in  many  others.  There- 
fore, it  was  obvious  that  there  would 
be  exceptional  distress  in  some  districts. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  thought  it 
wise  to  consider  in  time  the  pressure 
which  might  be  felt  in  many  of  the  Poor 
Law  Unions  of  Ireland.  On  that  point, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Irish  Local  Qovem- 
ment  Board  reported  under  date  the 
28th  of  October,  1879— 

"  Although  it  may  reasonably  be  anticipated, 
from  the  causes  above  mentioned,  that  then 
will  be  a  considerable  increase  in  pftup 
during  the  winter  season,  there  does  not 
to  be  any  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
of  the  Poor  Law  Unions  will  in  general  be  un- 
equal to  the  demands  on  them ;  bat  in  some  of 
the  Unions  referred  to,  in  which  the  expendi- 
ture has  already  reached  sums  such  aa  4t.  and 
48.  6d.  in  the  pound,  the  strain  on  the  poor 
rates  will  no  doubt  become  exceaaive  if  em^^ajm 
ment  is  not  to  be  obtained  by  the  labonring 
classes,  and  if  there  should  be  a  much  greater 
demand  for  relief.  The  want  of  employment 
and  the  deficiency  of  fuel  are  the  two  principal 
features  in  the  accompan^'ing  Reports  whidb 
the  Board  submit  for  His  Grace's  conaideratioii, 
and  both  subjects  are  of  vital  importance  at  the 
present  time  as  affecting  the  prospects  of  tht 
poor  during  the  coming  winter  and  the  circnm* 
stances  of  many  of  the  ratepayers  in  distrasMd 
districts." 

The  Goyemment  had,  therefore,  to  keep 
before  them  the  probability  that  there 
would  be  a  great  strain  on  the  Poor  Law 
system  of  Ireland,  and  accordingly  thej 
thought  it  right  to  provide  against  what 
at  the  time  appeared  likely  to  prove  a 
most  lamentable  state  of  things.  It  was 
their  duty  to  see  that  the  machinery  of 
the  Irish  workhouses  should  afford  the 
greatest  accommodation  possible  for  the 
reception  of  the  largest  number  of  per- 
sons who  might  be  forced  to  seek  shelter 
in  these  institutions.  Accordinj^ly,  the 
Local  Government  Board,  in  a  Gircalar 
to  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  used  this 
language — 

**  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Local  Qir 
vemment  Board  have  to  impress  upon  the  Board 
of  Guardians  the  importance  of  beins  prepared 
for  the  possible  contingencies  of  the  sesaoii, 
and  of  making  due  provision  beforehand^ 
ample  stores  of  bedding  and  clothing  to  moct 
any  degree  of  pressure  on  the  workhouse  whick 
is  likely  to  occur ;  they  should  also  give  direo* 
tions  to  have  the  unoccupied  waras  in  the 
workhouse  thoroughly  cleansed  and  white* 
washed,  and  placed  in  every  respect  in  good  and 
habitable  order." 
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Additional  Inspectors  were  appointed  to 
relieve  the  Poor  Law  Inspectors  from 
the  ordinary  duties,  and  their  instruc- 
tions were  to  report  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  through  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, any  distress  that  might  come 
under  their  notice.  In  consequence  of 
reports  they  received,  the  Government 
authorized  Boards  of  Guardians  to  relax 
certain  of  the  provisions  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Law  in  respect  to  the  granting  of 
ont-door  relief  and  the  granting  of  relief 
to  distressed  persons,  notwithstanding  that 
they  might  he  in  possession  of  a  quarter 
of  an  acre  of  land.  But  the  Govern- 
ment thought  they  were  bound  to  go 
further  in  providing  against  a  serious 
emergency ;  and  they  thought  that  this 
could  best  be  done  by  affording  facili- 
ties for  the  employment  of  the  poor  in 
distressed  districts  which  would  have 
the  effect  of  improving  the  country  with- 
out pauperizing  the  population.  Accord- 
ingly, a  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Trea- 
sury by  Mr.  Lowther,  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  In  it 
were  set  out  the  views  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant on  the  subject,  and  it  was  dated 
November  14,  1879— 

'*  His  Grace  is  of  opinion  that  the  gratuitous 
distribution  of  the  necessaries  of  life  to  the 
able-bodied  population,  even  where  it  could  be 
legally  afforded,  would  be  productive  of  very 
■erious  evils,  aud,  moreover,  that  any  system  of 
what  are  generally  known  as  public  relief 
worka  is  open  to  great  objection,  and  is  calcu- 
lated to  lead  to  considerable  abuse,  and  that  it 
would,  therefore,  be  far  preferable  that  employ- 
ment in  the  ordinary  manner  upon  works  of  a 
reproductive  or  beneficial  character  should  be 
afforded,  if  possible,  by  the  landowners  in  the 
localities  so  affected." 

It  appeared  to  him  that,  in  considering 
the  question,  persons  were  rather  apt  to 
forget  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  then  placed.  He  did  not  think 
that  sufficient  account  was  always  taken 
of  the  circumstances  existing  at  the 
time  when  it  was  necessary  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  take  precau- 
tions against  anything  like  famine.  If 
at  that  time  the  Government  had  not 
taken  every  precaution  to  prevent  not 
only  the  probability,  but  the  possibility 
of  anything  like  starvation  in  Ireland, 
they  would  have  been  open  to  the  severest 
censure  for  their  laches.  It  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  views  expressed  in 
that  letter  that  the  Board  of  Works  in 
Ireland  were  authorized  to  advance,  on 
easy  terms,  to  landowners  and  sanitary 


authorities  in  distressed  districts,  loans 
for  carrying  on  drainage  and  irrigation 
works,  for  erecting  farm  and  cottage 
buildings,  and  other  works,  which  would 
be  of  undoubted  benefit  to  the  country. 
The  loans  were  to  be  charged  interest  at 
the  rate  of  1  per  cent;  no  interest  was  to 
be  charged  for  the  first  two  years,  the 
principle  and  interest  to  be  covered  in 
35  years.  It  would  be  an  important 
thing,  while  alleviating  distress,  to  in- 
duce landowners  to  carry  out  works, 
so  that  the  labourer  should  earn  money 
which  would  supply  himself  with  fooa. 
That  would  not  pauperize  him.  Fear- 
ing, however,  that  in  some  districts 
landlords  and  the  sanitary  authori- 
ties might  not  be  in  a  position  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  to  them  of  obtaining  those 
advances,  the  Government  thought  it 
right  that  power  should  be  g^ven  to 
baronial  sessions  to  undertake  works  of 
a  public  nature — works  which  would  be 
generally  beneficial  to  the  locality  in 
which  they  were  constructed ;  and  that 
advances  should  be  made  by  the  Go- 
vernment for  those  works  at  1  per  cent 
interest,  the  principal  and  interest  to  be 
repaid  in  15  years.  That  was  the  pro- 
position of  the  Government  which  had 
met  with  most  opposition;  but  he  be- 
lieved that  opposition  had  been  founded 
on  a  mistaken  idea  of  what  was  pro- 
posed to  be  done.  It  was  alleged  that 
the  Government  were  reverting  to  the 
system  of  public  works  adopted  in  Ire- 
land during  the  Famine  of  1847-8;  but 
he  ventured  to  say  that  nothing  could 
be  more  unlike  that  system  than  the 
proposal  now  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Go* 
vernment.  In  those  days  public  money 
was  lavished  on  public  works.  There 
was  then  a  reckless  waste  of  money 
in  some  parts  of  Ireland,  and  the  works 
undertaken  remained  there  as  a  warn- 
ing to  succeeding  Governments  against 
the  course  which  was  then  adopted. 
In  1847  the  works  were  constructed 
without  anything  like  sufficient  control; 
and  as  the  money  to  pay  for  them  was 
provided  out  of  the  Public  Exchequer, 
everybody  interested  in  the  expenditure 
thought  it  right  to  get  as  much  money 
as  possible  from  that  source.  In  the 
present  case,  the  system  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent one.  The  money  was  advanced 
to  the  locality  under  most  stringent  in- 
structions issued  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 
The  proposals  were   to  be  rigidly   ex- 
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amined  by  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
Works,  aud  the  money  expended  would 
be    advanced    to   the    ratepayers,   who 
would  have  to  repay  it  with  1  per  cent 
interest  in   1 6  years.     It  was  manifest, 
therefore,  that  the  ratepayers  would  not 
spend  more  money  than  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  meet  the  emergency  of  the 
case.      The    instructions  of   the    Lord 
Lieutenant  would  be  found  in  the  Papers 
on  the   subject  already  issued ;   and  it 
would  be  found,  from  a  Circular  issued 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works, 
that  the  wages  to  be  paid  to  persons 
employed  on  those  relief  works  were  not 
to   exceed   the   ordinary  wages  of  the 
country.     To  show  the  working  of  the 
system,  he  would  quote  from   a  letter 
written  to  The  Times  by  a  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Monteagle),  who,  within 
the    last   fortnight,   had   practical    ex- 
perience of  the  matter,  because   such 
experience  ought  to  have  more  influence 
on  their  deliberations  than  any  theore- 
tical view.     The  letter,  which  was  dated 
February   19,   and   was  signed  by  the 
noble  Lord    as    the  Chairman   of   the 
Shanid  Baronial  Sessions,  stated — 


"The  Special  Sessions  of  this  barony  were 
held  on  the  10th  inst.    There  was  considerable 
apprehension  among  those  who  remembered  the 
scenes  of   1846-8  that  mob   intimidation  and 
jobbery  would  be  rife.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
conduct   of  the  people  was    most   exemplary. 
There  were  about  40   applications  for    relief 
works,   of   which  eight  were  passed.     All  the 
eight  wore  in  districts  where  there  was  urgent 
need  of  employment,  and  seven  of  them  were  of 
undoubted  public  utility.     The  object  of  these 
Sessions  had  been  clearly  defined  as  being  to 
meet  the  urgent  want  of  employment  where 
work  was  not  likely  to  be  provided  otherwise. 
By  keeping  this  principle  steadily  in  view  we 
were  enabled  to  decide  each  case  in  the  first 
place  on  the  simple  and  narrow  issue  of  *  urgency 
or  not.*     Urgencjr  being  voted,  we  then  con- 
sidered the  question  of  utility  where  more  than 
one  application  came  from  the  locality  in  ques- 
tion.    The  Sessions  themselves  do  not,  there- 
fore, seem  to  be  liable  to  much  abuse  if  due  pre- 
cautions are  observed.     Manv  of  the  abuses, 
however,   dreaded   by  Lord  Emly   and    others 
would  arise  (if  at  all}  at  a  later  stage,  during 
the  execution  of  the  work.    As  no  works  have 
yet  been  sanctioned  by  the  authorities  in  Dublin, 
no  one  can  be  sure  that  these  abuses  may  not 
spring  up.     But  as  all  works  are  to  be  exe- 
cuted here  in  the  usual  manner— i.*.,  either  by 
contract  or  by  sub- contracts  under  the  county 
surveyor — there    seemed   to  be   comparatively 
little  risk.     It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  some 
casM  contractors  tendered  for  works  in  order  to 
give  employment,  though   they  thought  they 
would  lose  at  the  pricea.  allowed  by  the  Court, 
and   gladly  withdrew    when  they  found    the 
work  might  be  done  by  sub-contracts  under  the 
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county  surveyor.  In  condnsioiiy  Sir,  I  hkr%  u 
hesitation  in  saying  that  so  far  the  working  of 
these  Sessions  in  this  barony  has  been  siiocenM 
in  providing  a  most  timely  and  nri tiamij  s^ 
plcment  to  the  improvement  works  undertaka 
by  landlords  and  others,  and  I  have  ervT 
hope  that  they  may  be  of  great  benefit  to  tka 
locality  and  save  the  poor  from  distrcM,  mi 
other  classes  from  difficulty  and  danger." 

It  was  proposed  that  the  adyances  shonU 
be  made  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  Iriik 
Church  Fund.  He  thought  that  such  a 
course  was  strictly  within  the  pix>vi8ioos 
of  the  Irish  Church  Act,  tlie  68th  aeotun 
of  which  was  in  these  terms — 

"  And  whereas  it  is  further  expedisnt  tint 
the  proceeds  of  the  said  property  should  be  a>> 
propriated  mainly  to  the  relief  of  onavosdiSi 
calamity  and  suffering,  yet  not  so  as  to  f»n^ 
or  impair  the  obligations  now  attached  to  pro* 
perty  under  the  Acts  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
be  it  further  enacted  that  the  said  jirooeeds  ^Vi 
be  so  applied  accordingly  in  the  manner  Ptoiiik 
ment  shall  hereafter  direct." 

The  Government  might  have  proposed 
that  money  should  he  advanced  for  modi 
greater  works — such  as  railways,  har- 
bours,   piers,   and  the  like — but  these 
would  not  have  met  the  difficult,  he- 
cause  such  works  could  have  been  con- 
structed by  large  contractors  from  Eng^ 
land  and  Scotland,  and  lar^e  numbezB  ol 
workpeople  would   have  been  brought 
from  these  countries  to  Ireland ;  and  the 
people  of  Ireland  would,  therefore,  not 
have  received  the  benefit  of  the  outlay 
which  was  made.     As  their  Lordships 
were  aware.  Her  Majesty's  QoYemnisiit 
had   sanctioned  measures  somewbat  in 
advance  of  their  powers ;  but  they  had 
not  hesitated  to  anticipate  the  sanotioa 
of  Parliament  to  the  measures  they  had 
adopted,  because  they  felt  that   when 
their  object  was  to  prevent  a  famine  in 
Ireland  Parliament  would    be   sure  to 
grant  them  the  indenmity  asked  for  in 
the  Bill  to  which  he  now  asked  their 
Lordships  to  give  a  second  reading. 

Moved,  *  *  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
^{The  Lord  PretidenL) 

The  Makqtjess  of  LAN8D0WNB 
reminded  their  Lordships  that  a  few 
nights  ago  the  House  had  been  engaged 
in  a  discussion  upon  the  state  of  Ireland, 
and  this  Bill  was  a  remarkable  illustza* 
tion  of  it.  Indeed,  there  could  not  be  a 
more  significant  one.  The  agricultnnd 
interest  had  suffered  in  England  during 
the  last  few  months  quite  as  much  as  it 
had  in  Ireland;  but  no  proposal  had  been 
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made  to  Parliament  on  account  of  the 
agricultural  distress  in  any  other  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom.  It  was  for  Ireland 
alone   that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  to  come  to  Parliament  with  a  mea- 
sure as  extraordinary  as  the  Bill  before 
the  House.     What  was  that  measure  ? 
Parliament   was   going   to   lend  public 
money — a  portion  of  the  surplus  of  the 
Irish  Church  Funds — at  a  nominal  rate 
of  interest,  and  it  was  going  to  impose 
heavy  taxation  upon  a  population  verg- 
ing on  bankruptcy  to  relieve  a  popula- 
tion already  bankrupt.     It  was  going  to 
enable  the  Boards  of  Guardians  to  mort- 
gage the  rates  for  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
and  to  adopt  the  vicious  system  of  not 
making  the  year's  income  meet  the  year's 
expenditure — a  course    in    which   they 
would  at  a  respectful  distance  imitate 
the  practice  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  finances  of  the 
nation.     He  was  not  about  to  oppose 
the    proposal    of   Her    Majesty's    Go- 
vernment ;    because,    objectionable     as 
were    the    provisions    of    the  Bill,   he 
thought  that,  on  the  whole,  they  were 
as    little   objectionable    as   any    which 
could  have  been  devised  in  the  circum- 
stances.    There  were  two  ways  of  meet- 
ing the  distress    in   Ireland — namely, 
either  by  direct  relief  in  the  shape  of 
food  or  money  to  buy  food,  or  by  provid- 
ing public  works  at  which  the  people 
could  earn  wages  to  support  themselves. 
In  adopting  the  latter  system,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's   Government  had,   he   thought, 
come  to  a  wise  conclusion.     The  difficul- 
ties of  meeting  destitution  by  a  direct 
distribution   of  food  were   very   great. 
If    with   such   a  plan   they  waited  till 
starvation   set  in,   the  calamity  would 
overtake  them,  instead  of  their  over- 
taking the   calamity.     If,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  anticipated  starvation  and  em- 
barked upon  a  vast  system  of  public  re- 
lief, that  would  involve  wholesale  and 
indiscriminate  almsgiving  with  all  the 
objectionable  results  which  were  sure  to 
fouow  from  charity  distributed  in  such  a 
manner.    Such  a  course  could  not  fail  to 
lead  to  endless  misrepresentation,  and 
must  have  a  demoralizing  effect  on  the 
country  at  large.     As  showing  this,  he 
would  read  an   extract  from   a  letter 
written  by  a  Boman  Catholic  priest  in 
the  South  of  Ireland  to  the  Belief  Com- 
mittee of  his  town — 

**  A»  toon  as  it  became  known  that  I  had 
charity  to  giro  out,  there  waa  a  nish  from  one 


end  to  the  other  of  the  district.  The  g^iving  of 
charity  in  this  way  is  the  greatest  curse  that 
could  fall  upon  a  people.  It  demoralizes  and 
damns  them  ;  they  become  liars  and  everything 
else  that  is  bad.  I  am  sick  of  the  business.  Had 
they  employment,  I  would  make  them  work  or 
let  them  starve." 

It  might  be  said  that  in  1846  and  1847 
the  labour  system  was  tried  and  failed. 
The  circumstances  of  the  present  time 
were,  fortunately,   very   different  from 
those  of  the  period  of  the  great  Famine. 
In  those  times  there  was  in  Ireland  a 
population  larger  by  3,000,000  than  that 
of  the  present  time.    Destitution,  instead 
of  being  confined  to  a  limited  area,  was 
general  all  over  the  country.  The  Labour 
Kate  Act  was  in  operation  in   1,826  out 
of  the  2,049  electoral  divisions  into  which 
the  country  was  divided.  Then  the  means 
of  communication  were  much  less,  rail- 
ways  were  fewer,    and    there   was    no 
telegraphic  communication,  and  the  trade 
in  Indian  meal,  on  which  the  people  had, 
for  the  most  part,  to  be  fed,  had  not 
been  established.     Worse  than  all,  the 
long  continuation  of  the  distress  had  so 
enfeebled  the  people  in  mind  and  body 
that  they  were  incapable  of  work,  and 
would  have  starved  if  food  had  not  been 
put  into  their  mouths  by  Government 
agency.     The  circumstances  now   were 
wholly  different.     There  was  plenty  of 
food  in  the  country,  the   people   were 
able  and  willing  to  work,  and  all  they 
asked  for  was  work  and  the  means  of 
earning  their  own  support.     He  rejoiced 
that  the  Government  had  acceded  to  that 
prayer,  and  that  they  relied  upon  these 
steps,  rather'than  upon  a  wide  extension 
of  out-door  relief.     He  must  express  a 
hope  that  the  Qt)vemment  would  not  ex- 
tend  the   principle   of    out-door   relief 
beyond  the  limits  proposed  in  this  Bill. 
Of  course,  in  a  time  of  exceptional  dis- 
tress, it  was  unwise  to  retain  the  opera- 
tion of  the  quarter-acre  clause ;  but  if 
ever  out-door  relief  came  to  be  adminis- 
tered in  Ireland  as  it  was  in  this  country 
there  would  be  no  limits  to  the  abuses  to 
which  it  would  give  rise.     In  Ireland, 
while  in  the  last  1 8  years  in-door  relief 
had  remained  stationary  or  had  slightly 
decreased,  the  amount  of  out-door  re- 
lief had  more   than   trebled.      If  any 
change  were  to  be  made,  instead  of  as- 
similating the  Irish  to  the  English  law, 
they  should  assimilate  the  English  to  the 
Irish  law  in  respect  of  out-door  relief. 
He  approved  for  many  reasons  the  course 
taken  by  the  Government  in  making 
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advances  to  the  landlord  for  works.  In 
the  first  place,  the  Government  would 
have  a  security  that  the  funds  would  be 
expended  upon  works  of  real  utility ;  no 
unnecessary  works  would  be  undertaken 
by  the  landlord,  who  would  have  a  direct 
interest  in  seeing  that  those  which  were 
undertaken  would  be  of  a  permanently 
beneficial  character.-  He  had  come  lately 
from  a  district  where  hundreds  of  men 
were  employed  by  the  landowners  in  the 
improvement  of  their  farms  ;  and  he  be- 
lieved the  stimulus  thus  g^ven  to  indus- 
try would  have  a  most  valuable  effect. 
It  was  quite  a  mistake  to  think  that  the 
labourers  were  withdrawn  from  the  cul- 
tivation of  their  own  farms  ;  they  had, 
01^  the  contrary,  expended  upoo  their 
own  land,  under  the  pressure  of  adver- 
sity, a  great  amount  of  energy  which  he 
was  afraid  had  been  hitherto  latent. 
One  part  of  the  Bill  had  been  rather 
severely  criticized — that,  namely,  which 
related  to  works  to  be  undertaken  under 
the  special  baronial  sessions.  It  ought 
to  be  remembered  that  there  was  to 
be  an  official  supervision  of  these  works ; 
and,  therefore,  he  did  not  think  there 
would  be  that  risk  of  abuse  in  respect  of 
them  which  some  of  his  noble  Friends 
seemed  to  anticipate.  The  works  could 
not  be  undertaken  without  the  approval 
of  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  the  baronial 
sessions,  and  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
would  be  under  the  control  of  the  Board 
of  Works.  As-  far  as  he  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  reading  the  accounts  of 
meetings  on  the  subject,  there  was  no 
disposition  to  misuse  the  facilities  offered 
by  this  part  of  the  Bill,  which,  as  the 
noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gt)rdon)  had  pointed  out,  M'ere, 
after  all,  supplementary  to  the  prin- 
cipal provisions  of  the  measure.  He 
ventured,  however,  to  make  one  sug- 
gestion. It  was  that  there  should  be  a 
pow«r  of  charging  works  undertaken  by 
baronial  sessions  to  a  portion  of  the 
barony  only  when  that  might  be  advis- 
able. It  would  be  hard  upon  the  land- 
lords who  gave  employment  which 
covered  the  distress,  say  in  four-fifths 
of  a  barony,  that  they  should  be  taxed 
to  provide  works  for  the  remaining  fifth. 
He  would  turn  from  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill  to  a  more  important  question. 
It  was  whether  the  extraordinary  mea- 
sures now  being  sanctioned  were  neces- 
sary only  in  order  to  meet  an  acci- 
dental emergency,  or  whether  they  were 
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surrounded  by  circamstances  which  maik 

it  all  but  certain  that  at  no  distant  dir 

• 

they  would  be  compelled  to  have  re- 
course to  such  measures  ag^n.  H« 
was  afraid  that  the  latter  was  the  case. 
The  causes  of  distress  in  Ireland  wen 
various  and  complicated ;  but  he  hid 
no  hesitation  in  sayings  that  the  maia 
cause  was  the  concentration  of  larg* 
masses  of  population  within  areas  inca- 
pable of  supporting  them.  Other  canaM 
were,  no  doubt,  alleged ;  but  these  wen 
subsidiary.  It  was  said,  for  instance, 
that  the  Irish  peasant  was  a  bad  work- 
man. He  was  afraid  there  was  aomd 
truth  in  the  statement.  Among  the 
small  cottier  tenants  of  Ireland  wiled 
cultivation  was  rare,  and  industry  too 
often  intermittent  and  occasional.  Then 
it  was  said  he  was  intemperate.  WeQ, 
no  doubt  there  was  an  enormous  amoont 
of  intemperance  in  Ireland.  In  two 
towns  of  which  he  had  some  knowledge, 
the  one  with  a  population  of  1,200,  m 
other  with  a  population  of  2^00,  there 
were  in  the  first  26  public-houses  and 
only  27  other  houses  of  business;  and 
in  the  other  52  public-houses  and  only 
72  other  business  premises.  Amin,  the 
system  of  indiscriminate  g^wmg  and 
taking  of  credit  was  pointed  to  as  one  of 
the  causes  of  the  recent  collapse ;  and 
he  admitted  that  no  one  who  was  fami- 
liar with  Ireland  could  close  bis  eyes  to 
the  deplorable  results  of  this  practice. 
These  were,  however,  only  the  secondair 
causes  of  the  state  of  things  with  which 
they  had  to  deal.  If  the  Irish  peasants 
were  as  sober  as  judges,  and  as  indus- 
trious as  market  gardeners,  they  coold 
not  in  many  parts  of  the  country  support 
themselves  upon  the  miserable  holdings 
of  which  they  were  the  occupants.  Whue 
this  state  of  things  continued  there  would 
be  distress,  and  while  there  was  distress 
there  would  be  disaffection  in  Ireland. 
What  were  the  facts  in  the  case  of  the 
three  counties  of  Donegal,  Mayo,  and 
Galway,  three  counties  which  had  been 
conspicuous  for  the  amount  of  destita* 
tion  within  them  ?  In  Donegal  there 
were  17,000  tenants  with  a  valoation 
of  £4  a-year  and  under;  in  Galwaj, 
18,000;  and  in  Mayo,  20,000,  They 
paid,  perhaps,  £5  or  £6  a-year  rent^ 
and  they  lived  in  habitations  unfit  for 
human  beiugs.  There  were  227,000 
families  living  in  mud  cabins  of  a  singls 
room  in  Ireland.  These  people  did  not 
X^rofess  to  live  on  the  agriculture  of  their 


13 


Relief  of  BUtrees 


(Maroh  1,  1880} 


{Ireland)  Bill. 


14 


country.  Many  of  them  came  over  to 
try  and  eke  out  a  livelihood  by  labouring 
in  the  fields  in  this  country.  It  was 
calculated  that  one  Irish  county  had  lost 
something  like  £100,000  by  the  fluctua- 
tions of  the  English  labour  market.  It 
was  said  that  the  excessive  rent  which 
these  people  paid  to  their  landlords  was 
the  cause  of  their  suffering;  but  how 
did  the  case  stand  ?  The  average  cost 
of  maintaining  a  pauper  in  the  Irish 
Unions  was  something  like  £9  a-year, 
exclusive  of  **  establishment  charges." 
Let  it  be  assumed,  for  argument's  sake, 
that  these  peasants  were  able  to  support 
life  with  £d  a-year.  Take  the  case  of  a 
man  with  six  children — eight  of  a  family 
altogether.  To  provide  them  merely 
with  food  and  clothing  would  take  some 
£40  a-year — that  was  to  say,  that  before 
these  people  could  pay  a  shilling  of  rent 
they  would  have  to  make  out  of  the  land 
a  sum  of  £40  or  £50.  How  could  any 
reduction  of  rent  meet  a  case  of  that 
kind  ?  A  landlord  might  give  40  or  50  per 
cent  back,  or  the  whole  of  the  rent ;  but 
the  tenants  would  none  the  less  be-  in 
distress  whenever  the  potatoes  failed. 
What,  then,  became  of  the  statement, 
so  frequently  and  heedlessly  made,  that 
those  people  were  ruined  in  consequence 
of  the  exorbitant  rents  they  had  to  pay 
to  their  landlords  ?  They  might  expro- 
priate the  landlords  altogether,  they 
might  try  Communistic  schemes,  they 
might  lend  money  at  nominal  rates  of 
interest ;  but  they  would  never  get  rid 
of  the  recurring  disaffection  or  dis- 
tress until  some  change  took  place 
in  the  distribution  of  the  population. 
He  wished  he  could  say  —  **  Here  is 
the  disease  !  This  is  the  remedy !  " 
But  he  felt  bound  to  confess  that  he 
knew  of  no  Boyal  road  to  an  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  those  parts  of 
Ireland.  It  was  easy  to  sav — *•  Why 
do  not  the  people  emigrate?  A  great 
many  writers  and  speakers  talked  boldly 
of  emigration  in  principle,  but  had  very 
little  to  say  when  it  came  to  the  question 
of  applying  that  principle  in  practice. 
The  question  of  emigration  was  full  of 
almost  insuperable  difficulties.  There 
was  the  unconquerable  repugnance  of 
the  people  to  leave  their  country ;  and 
there  was  the  hardship  that  would  be 
felt  if  large  masses  were  suddenly  re- 
moved in  all  their  helplessness  from  the 
homes  to  which  they  so  tenaciously 
dung.    Then  they  had   the  fact  that 


the  Western  Irish  peasant  was  by  no 
means  always  a  suitable  subject  for  emi- 
gration. Strong,  able-bodied,  skilled 
workmen  might  do.  But  these  half- 
starved,  uneducated,  unskilled  peasants 
of  the  West  would  not  be  raised 
to  a  prosperous  condition  merely  by 
being  transported  to  the  other  side  of 
the  sea.  A  Government  which  would 
commit  itself  to  a  wholesale  scheme  of 
State-aided  emigration  would,  in  his 
opinion,  show  more  courage  than  judg- 
ment. It  was,  however,  none  the  less 
true  that  it  was  only  to  a  gradual  re-dis- 
tribution of  a  part  of  the  population  of 
Ireland  that  they  could  look  for  a  lasting 
amelioration  of  their  condition,  and  to 
this  end  the  efforts  of  landlords  and 
tenants  alike  should  be  directed.  The 
time  would,  he  believed,  come  when 
many  of  the  Irish  farmers  would  recog- 
nize that  it  was  better  both  for  those 
who  left  the  country  and  for  those  who 
remained  behind  that  five  families  should 
live  in  comfort  and  decency  upon  a  given 
area  than  10  in  squalor  and  misery. 
Education  was  spreading,  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  would  be  developed, 
their  material  wealth  had,  until  the  last 
year  or  two,  increased  steadily,  the  legi- 
timate grievances  of  the  Irish  nation 
had  been  to  a  large  extent  redressed, 
disaffection  though,  noisy  and  irritating, 
was,  he  believed,  less  deep  and  less  dan- 
gerous than  of  old.  It  was  their  duty  to 
bide  their  time,  ruling  the  country  in  the 
meanwhile  patiently,  firmly,  and  justly, 
bearing  in  mind  that  if  any  good  results 
were  to  attend  their  efforts  they  would  be 
accorded  to  those  who  had  learnt,  not 
only  how  to  labour,  but  how  to  wait. 
Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE 

Pointed  out  that  the  emigration  from 
reland  had  been  much  greater  within 
the  last  20  years  than,  in  proportion  to 
the  population,  it  had  been  from  Eng- 
land. Nearly  2,500,000  of  people  had 
emigrated  from  Ireland  in  that  time, 
and  about  4,000,000  from  England,  the 
latter  having  a  population  six  times  as 
large  as  that  of  the  former.  There  was 
no  ground,  therefore,  for  saying  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  did  not  wish  to 
emigrate.  It  would  be  well  if  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Qovemment  would  consider  whe- 
ther some  continuous  assistance  should 
not  be  given  to  enable  the  poorer  classes 
in  Ireland  to  emigrate.  He  received 
letters  almost  every  dav  from  these 
people  asking  him  to  aid  them.  It  might 
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Govornment  must  have  been  very  well 
acquainted  with  the  facts   during  the 
whole  of  the  summer  and  autumn,  for 
they  were  in  everybody's  mouth.     The 
Circular  which  had  been  issued  by  the 
Government  had  received  its  death-blow 
— in  what  way  precisely  he  did  not  care 
to  inquire.     It  did  not  very  much  matter 
whether  it  had  been  sent  back  to  Down- 
ing Street  or  not.     What  was  the  gist  of 
the  Oirciilar  ?    It  consisted  of  what  was 
not  inaptly  expressed  to  him  in  Ireland, 
in  somewhat   homely  phrase,  as  being 
'*  two  years'  tick"  or  credit  to  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland.     Under  that  Circular 
£ll3,7«'i5  had  been  applied  for,  while 
between  the  12th  and  28th  of  January 
the  sum  applied  for  was  still  greater. 
Now,  with  respect  to  relief  works,  he 
was  surprised  to  hear  the   noble  Earl 
beside  him  (the  Earl  of  Dunraven)  state 
that  ho  considered  relief  in  food  to  be 
better  than  the  giving  of  remunerative 
employment.     In  that  view  he  could  not 
oonour.     During  the  Famine  of    1848 
the  works  were  carried  out  under  the 
Central  Government ;  but  now  the  im- 
proved system  was   adopted  of  having 
them  carried  out  by  the  local  authorities. 
The  noble  Earl  said  that  they  had  no 
information  before  them  on  the  subject 
of  tlio  works.     Well,  he  had  collected 
Bomo  figures  on  the  subject  which   he 
would  lay  before  their  Lordships.  There 
were  in  County  Limerick  14  baronies,  II 
of  which  had  hoUl  special  sessions.    The 
number  of  applications  to  the  sessions 
amounti^d  to  204,  and  for  an  estimated 
expenditure  of  £26,000.     The  number 
presented  was  9(),  and  the  expenditure 
Bauotionod   £9,000,  and   all  the  works 
authorised  were  to  be  carried  out  in  dis- 
tricts where  there  was  strong  evidence 
of  want  of   employment.     In   Coimty 
Clare  there  were  II    baronies,  and  in 
nine  »|HH^ial  stv^ons  had  been  hold.     Of 
184  applications  for  an  estimated  oxpon- 
diture  of  £55,000,  56  had  btM>n  granted, 
thoauthonxtHlox|Hmditure  being £6.0  0. 
County  Galway  cimtained  17  banmios, 
and  four  siunnal  S(>»8ions  had  boon  held, 
two   of  wiiioh   were    adjournt^.      Two 
hundriKi    and    sixty  applications  were 
made,  the  es^timatotl  expenditure  being 
£68,iH>0,  and  as  yet  an  expenditure  of 
£4,0ii0  had  IvtHm  authorixoil.     In  Mayo 
l»4t>0  applications  were  to  be  made  at  a 
co*t  of  £l96.0i>0:  471   applications  had 
Wn   granted    at  a  cost    of    £26,000. 
With  regani  to  the  meet  important  part 


of  the  Bill — ^the  question  whether  work 
was  to  be  carried  out  by  contract,  or  by 
day  and  task  work — he  trusted  the  noble 
Duke  would  be  able  to  give  the  House 
some  re-assuring  information.  If  it 
should  be  proved  that  the  Government 
sanctioned  work  not  carried  out  by  con- 
tract, the  House,  he  thought,  would 
view  the  Bill  in  an  entirely  different 
light.  His  suggestion  was  that  the  exe- 
cution of  works  under  the  direction  of 
baronial  sessions  should  be  limited  to 
contract  works. 

LoBD  EMLY  pointed  out  that  the 
reason  for  giving  powers  to  grant  relief 
in  money  was  simply  to  meet  the  exist- 
ing wants  of  the  individual,  and,  there- 
fore, some  of  the  criticism  would  not 
apply.  It  had  been  said  that  some  of 
the  work  was  done  by  contract.  Well, 
as  long  as  it  was  done  by  contract,  he 
was  afraid  the  evils  were  not  likely  to 
pass  over.  There  was  only  one  other 
remark  he  had  to  make.  The  main 
point  was  that  assistance  should  be  given 
for  reproductive  works.  He  had  been 
informed  that  in  several  districts  in 
Ireland  the  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  had  the  management  of  the 
reproductive  works — the  Board  of  Works 
in  Ireland — had  entirely  broken  down 
from  their  being  overworked.  It  had 
been  stated  to  him  in  one  case  that  an 
application  made  on  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber was  not.  yet  granted,  and  then,  of 
course,  the  contemplated  assistance  to 
be  given  would  fail.  He  had  heard  a 
similar  statement  from  another  quarter ; 
and  a  gentleman  of  very  great  experience 
on  the  subject  had  used  the  expression 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  had  <*  broken 
down."  The  Gt>vemment  would  sorely 
inquire  into  that  matter,  and  ascertain 
whether  those  statements  were  eorreot. 
The  only  way  of  removing  the  incon- 
venience complained  of  was,  he  believed, 
to  urge  on  these  productive  works ;  and 
it  was  a  matter  of  so  much  importance 
that  he  would  call  the  noble  Duke's 
special  attention  to  it.  No  doubt,  the 
noble  Duke  would  look  to  it  and  see 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  perform  its  duty;  and,  it  not, 
take  steps  to  have  it  strengthenecL 

Motion  0 freed  to ;  Bill  read  S*  aoeord- 
inglv,  and  committed  to  a  Oommittee  cl 
the  Whole  House  on  Tkmredmy  next 
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whether,  in  the  event  of  such  explana- 
tions having  been  asked  for,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  can  at  the  present 
time  state  if  it  would  be  in  the  public 
interest  that  the  Correspondence  should 
be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  to 
explain  the  apparent  inconsistency  of 
the  Kussian  Emperor's  most  pacific  mes- 
sages of  1877  in  the  face  of  the  De- 
spatches or  Correspondence  from  the 
Russian  Government  or  its  agents  found 
in  Afghanistan  ;  and,  whether  the  same 
were  dated  anterior  or  subsequent  to  the 
Declaration  of  War  by  Eussia  against 
Turkey  ? 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  :  Sir,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  have  already  on  more 
than  one  occasion  stated  that  they  are 
not  prepared  to  produce  the  Kussian 
Correspondence  found  at  Cabul.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  House  will  un- 
derstand that  I  am  unable  to  give  to  my 
hon.  Friend  any  information  as  to  any 
of  the  contents  of  those  documents,  or  of 
any  action  which  may  have  been  taken 
upon  them. 


MINUTOS.]— Selbct  Committee— Sugar  In- 
dustries, re-appointed  and  nominated. 

Supply — considered  in  Committee — ^Army  Esti- 
mates. 

Phivatb  Bills  {by  Order) — Second  Reading — 
Loose  Valley  Railway  • ;  Midland  Railway  *. 

PuHLic  Bills — Resolution  in  Committee — East 
India  Loan  (East  Indian  Railway  Deben- 
tures). 

Ordered  —First  Reading — Fraudulent  Debtors 
^Gotland)  *  [94] ;  Road  Debts  on  Entailed 
Estates  (Scotland)*  [95];  Epping  Forest 
(No.  2)  •  [96]. 

Second  Reading — Greneral  Police  and  Improve- 
ment (Scotland)  Provisional  Order  (Broughty 
Ferry)  •  [83]  ;    Post  Office  (Money  Orders) 

[62],    deferred;   Volunteer    Corps   (Ireland) 
26],  put  off, 

JTi^Mrau^n— Epping  Forest  Act  (1878)   Con- 


tiniiance*  [73 


I 


QUESTIONS. 

AFGHANISTAN— REPORTED  CORRE- 
8P0NDENCE  WITH  RUSSIA. 

Mb.  ASHBURY  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Whether 
any  of  tne  secret  Correspondence  from 
the  Bussian  Government  or  its  agents 
to  the  late  Ameer  Shere  Ali  or  others  of 
influence  in  Afghanistan,  found  in  Oabul 
or  elsewhere,  and  believed  to  be  preju- 
dicial to  the  ultimate  safety  or  interests 
of  India,  dated  from  or  about  the  early 
part  of  1873,  or  any  dates  prior  to  the 
Declaration  of  War  by  Eussia  against 
Turkey;  and,  if  so,  whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  consequent  on  such 
discovery,  has  at  any  time  required  ex- 
planations from  the  Bussian  Govern- 
ment in  reference  to  such  Correspond- 
ence, having  regard  to  the  Memorandum 
of  July  i-J,  1877,  brought  to  this  Coun- 
try by  Colonel  Wellesley,  and  delivered 
to  Lord  Derby  at  the  special  request  of 
the  Emperor  of  Kussia,  of  which  the 
following  are  extracts:  — 

«  The  Emperor  has  not  the  slifchtest  wish  or 
intention  in  any  way  to  menace  the  interests  of 
England  either  with  regard  to  Constantinople, 
Egypt,  the  Snez  Canal,  or  India." 

'*  With  respect  to  India,  His  Majesty  not  only 
oonaiderB  it  impossible  to  do  so,  but  an  act  of 
lolly  if  practicable ; " 


THE    METROPOLITAN    POLICE    DIS- 
TRICT—CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 

Mb.  W.  M.  TOEEENS  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, When  the  Criminal  Statistics  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  District  for  1879 
will  be  published ;  and  if  it  is  not  a  fact 
that  they  will  show  a  considerable  de- 
crease in  serious  crime  ? 

Mb.  ASSHETON  CEOSS,  in  reply, 
said,  the  Eeturns  referred  to  were  pre- 
pared and  brought  down  to  the  31st 
December,  1879,  and  appeared  in  a  sort 
of  Appendix  to  the  Commissioner's  Ee- 
port.  That  was  not  usually  laid  before 
Parliament  for  a  few  months ;  but  he 
was  glad  to  be  able  to  state,  in  reference 
to  the  last  part  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
Question,  that  when  the  Eeturns  were 
laid  on  the  Table  it  would  be  found  that 
they  showed  a  considerable  decrease  of 
serious  crime  in  the  Metropolitan  dis- 
trict. 

MERCANTILE  MARINE— CARRIAGE  OF 
GOODS  TO  THE  EAST. 

Mb.  HOPWOOD  asked  the  Post- 
master General,  Whether  he  is  awar 
that  a  combination  of  the  Peninsul 
and  Oriental  with  other  Steam  Shipping 
Companies  and  Owners  was  some  time 
since  formed  for  the  purpose  of  **  regu- 
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lating"  the  freight  and  carriage  of 
goods  from  England  to  China  and  Japan 
with  the  view  to  secure  a  monopoly  of 
the  carrying  trade ;  and,  whether  the 
Government  can  exert  any  influence  with 
the  first  named  Company,  drawing  as  it 
does  a  large  annual  subsidy  from  the 
Post  Office  for  the  carriage  of  Mails,  to 
induce  it  to  abstain  from  making  an 
unfair  use  of  its  public  employment  and 
payment  to  the  injury  of  trade  gene- 
rally, but  especially  of  shipowners  unas- 
sisted by  national  grants  ? 

LoED  JOHN  MANNERS  :  My  atten- 
tion was  called  last  autumn  by  a  firm  in 
London  to  a  Circular  which  had  just 
been  addressed  to  merchants  and  ship- 
pers interested  in  the  China  and  Japan 
trade  by  certain  shipowners,  among 
whom  was  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company,  relative  to  the  carriage  of 
freight ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  mail 
contract  between  the  Post  Office  and  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  which 
gives  me  any  power  to  interfere  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Company  in  such  a 
matter. 


EDUCATION  (WALES)— LEGISLATION. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  VIVIAN  asked  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  it 
is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  introduce  any  measure  this 
Session  dealing  with  the  question  of 
Intermediate  and  Higher  Education  in 
Wales? 

The  CH  ANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  be  pos- 
sible to  introduce  any  measure  of  that 
kind  this  Session. 


BULGAEIA— DISMISSAL  OF  THE 
ASSEMBLY. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  If  he  has  information  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  Prince  of 
Bulgaria  dismissed  the  Assembly,  duly 
elected  in  accordance  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, before  it  had   an  opportunity  of 
proceeding  to  business,  and  went  off  to 
;  the  Emperor  of  Russia  before  call- 
g  together  another  Assembly ;  whether 
e  new  elections  have  been  fairly  con- 
'ited ;  and,  whether  any  time  is  ap- 
'•<«d  for  the    meeting  of   the  new 
bly  MJtd^  establishment  of  a  Con- 
aonal  Goverih«;gnt,  or  whether  there 

.  Sopwood 


is  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Prince 
is  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  subvert  the 
Constitution  ? 

Mr.  BOURKE  :  According  to  the  in- 
formation we  have  received,  the  Assem- 
bly was  dissolved  in  due  coarse  of  law, 
and  we  have  not  heard  of  any  irregularity 
in  the  conduct  of  the  elections.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  not  been 
informed  of  any  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  Prince  of  Bulgaria  to  attempt  to 
subvert  the  Constitution  of  that  Princi- 
pality. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  Would 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  be  so  good  as  to  answer  a  part 
of  the  Question  which  he  overlooked— 
whether  any  time  is  appointed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  New  Assembly  in  place 
of  the  one  dissolved  ? 

Me.  BOURKE :  We  have  not  heard 
yet. 

EDUCATION   DEPARTMENT  —  SCHOOL 
BOARD  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  a.  mills  asked  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  inconvenience 
and  expense  occasioned  by  the  nomina- 
tion of  candidates  for  School  Boards  in 
their  absence  and  without  their  consent, 
and  to  the  evils  thereby  involved  of  use- 
less contests  at  the  cost  of  the  ratepayers ; 
and,  whether  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Education  Department,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  1 870,  to  frame  such 
regulations  as  might  remedy  this  evil 
without  further  legislation  ? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  There 
have  been  thousands  of  School  Board 
elections  held  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1870,  and  in  no  case  has  the  at- 
tention of  the  Education  Department 
been  directed  to  the  inconvenience  com- 
plained of  by  my  hon.  Friend.  Until, 
therefore,  we  have  some  practical  proof 
before  us  of  the  reality  of  this  complaint 
we  should  not  be  disposed  to  alter  the 
existing  regulations. 


POST  OFFICE  (MONEY  ORDERS)  BILL. 

Mr.  W.  BECKETT  DENISON  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether 
it  is  his  intention  to  proceed  with  the 
Post  Office  ^Money  Orders)  Bill  either  in 
its  present  shape  or  some  other ;  if  so, 
whether  before  proceeding  with  it  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  3ie  House  the 


26 


MOUfof 


(Mabch  1,  1880J  Distress  {Ireland). 


26 


form  of  Notes,  in  their  respective  deno- 
minationSy  in  order  to  issue  which  he 
proposes  to  ask  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Bank  Charter  Acts  in  favour  of  the  Post 
Office ;  and,  whether  such  Notes,  if 
issued,  being  orders  for  the  payment  of 
money  on  demand,  will  not  be  liable  to 
Stamp  Duty ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  in- 
tends also  to  ask  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act  in  favour  of  the  Post  Office, 
in  order  to  enable  it  to  issue  the  Notes 
free  of  duty  ? 

SiK  HENEY  SELWIN-IBBETSON: 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
proceed  with  the  Bill.  What  I  propose 
to  do  is  to  lay  this  evening  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  the  proposed  regulations  to 
be  made  under  the  Bill,  as  well  as  the 
modifications  I  intend  to  make  in  the 
Bill  in  the  shape  of  Amendments.  Those 
Amendments  will  alter  the  1 2  months  to 
six  ;  they  will  make  the  denominations 
of  notes  for  sums  of  less  than  £1,  and 
they  will  limit  the  power  of  the  Post- 
master General  to  pay  expired  notes. 
The  Amendments  will  also  contain  the 
form  of  the  money  order,  which  I  pro- 
pose to  place  in  a  Schedule  to  the  Bill, 
when  that  is  done  it  will  be  unneces- 
sary to  repeal  the  Bank  Charter  Acts  in 
favour  of  the  Post  Office,  and  that  Sche- 
dule will  be  omitted.  In  answer  to  the 
last  Question,  as  there  may  be  a  doubt 
whether  the  new  orders  would  come 
under  the  exemption  from  stamp  duty 
given  to  the  original  money  orders,  I 
propose  to  exempt  them  directly  by  a 
clause  in  the  Bill. 

Mb.  DODSON  :  Does  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber propose  to  proceed  with  the  Bill  to- 
night ? 

BiK  HENEY  SELWIN-IBBETSON : 
No  ;  I  propose  to  defer  it  for  a  fortnight. 

PKIVn.EGE  (TOWER  HIGH  LEVEL 
BRIDGE  (METROPOLIS)  COMMITTEE) 
—MR.  CHARLES  EDMUND  GRISSELL. 

Mb.  0.  BECKETT  DENISON  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
ther he  is  about  to  submit  any  Motion 
with  regard  to  Charles  Edmund  Grissell, 
who,  on  the  14th  of  August  last, 

"was  committed  to  Newgate  for  having 
evaded  the  execution  of  Mr.  Speaker's  warrant 
for  taking  him  into  the  cnstody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms,  until  the  close  of  the  Session," 

and  who  was  released  on  the  following 
day,  the  15th  of  August,  by  reason  of 
the  prorogation  of  Parliament  ? 


The  CHANCELLOE  op  the  EXCHB- 
QUER :  Since  my  hon.  Friend  put  his 
Question  on  the  Paper  I  consulted  the 
authorities  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be 
taken.  I  have  now  to  move  that  this 
case  be  taken  into  consideration  to- 
morrow. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  case  of  Charles  Edmund 
Grissell  be  taken  into  consideration  To-morrow. 
— (^Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

NAVY— THE  ROYAL  MARINES. 

Mr.  ANDEESON  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  If  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  one  or  more  Memo- 
rials which  were  sent  in,  during  the 
recess,  by  Officers  of  the  Boyal  Ma- 
rines, complaining  that  they  had  been 
improperly  superseded;  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  in  reply  to  at  least  one  of 
these,  it  was  said  that  the  Officer  had 
been  dealt  with  according  to  '*  existing 
Eegulations,"  but  when  the  Begulations 
were  asked  for  they  were  not  forth- 
coming ;  and,  if  the  Begulations  alluded 
to  are  in  such  form  that  they,  and  the 
Order  in  Council  authorising  them,  can 
be  referred  to  or  produced  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  My  attention 
has  been  given  to  some  Memorials  which 
have  been  addressed  to  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  by  officers  of  the  Boyal  Ma- 
rines during  the  Becess.  In  answer  to 
one  of  those  officers,  Colonel  Gwyn, 
that  officer  was  informed  that  the  pro- 
motion complained  of  was  made  in 
accordance  with  the  existing  Begula- 
tions. Those  Begulations  will  be  found 
in  the  Order  in  Council  authorizing  them. 

Mr.  ANDEB&ON  :  Where  can  they 
be  referred  to  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  They  will  be 
found  in  the  Library. 

RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  EBBINGTON  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  When  the  Betums 
ordered  by  the  House  on  the  10th  of 
February,  as  to  how  far  the  relief  mea- 
sures had  taken  efiPect  in  each  of  the  dis- 
tressed unions  in  Ireland  up  to  the  7th 
of  February,  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  ? 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHEB :  Sir,  there  has 
been  a  great  pressure  on  the  staff  of  the 
Board  of  Works  in  Ireland  during  the 
last  few  weeks,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
is  no  doubt  aware,  and  I  find  that  they 
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OoTemment  must  hare  been  very  well 
acquainted  with  the  facts   during   the 
whole  of  the  summer  and  autumn,  for 
they  were  in  everybody's  mouth.     The 
Circular  which  had  been  issued  by  the 
Oorernment  had  received  its  death-blow 
— in  what  way  precisely  he  did  not  care 
to  inquire.     It  did  not  very  much  matter 
whether  it  had  been  sent  back  to  Down- 
ing Street  or  not.     What  was  the  gist  of 
the  Circular  ?    It  consisted  of  what  was 
not  inaptly  expressed  to  him  in  Ireland, 
in  somewhat  homely  phrase,  as  being 
"  two  years'  tick  "  or  credit  to  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland.     Under  that  Circular 
£113,7.'{5  had  been  applied  for,  while 
between  the  12th  and  28th  of  January 
the  sum  applied  for  was  still  greater. 
Now,   with  respect  to  relief  works,  he 
was  surprised  to  hear  the   noble  Earl 
beside  him  (the  Earl  of  Dunraven)  state 
that  he  considered  relief  in  food  to  be 
better  than  the  giving  of  remunerative 
employment.     In  that  view  he  could  not 
concur.     During  the  Famine  of    1848 
the  works  were  carried  out  under  the 
Central  Government;  but  now  the  im- 
proved system  was  adopted  of  having 
them  carried  out  by  the  local  authorities. 
The  noble  Earl  said  that  they  had  no 
information  before  them  on  the  subject 
of  the  works.     Well,  he  had  collected 
some  figures  on  the  subject  which   he 
would  lay  before  their  Lordships.  There 
were  in  Countv  Limerick  14  baronies,  11 
of  which  had  held  special  sessions.    The 
number  of  applications  to  the  sessions 
amounted  to  204,  and  for  an  estimated 
expenditure  of  £26,000.     The  number 
presented  was  96,  and  the  expenditure 
sanctioned   £9,000,  and   all  the  works 
authorized  were  to  be  carried  out  in  dis- 
tricts where  there  was  strong  evidence 
of  want  of   employment,     in   County 
Clare  there  were  11    baronies,  and  in 
nine  special  sessions  had  been  held.     Of 
134  applications  for  an  estimated  expen- 
diture of  £55,000,  56  had  been  granted, 
the  authorized  expenditure  being £6,000. 
County  Galway  contained  17  baronies, 
and  four  special  sessions  had  been  held, 
two   of  wnich   were   adjourned.      Two 
hundred    and    sixty  applications  were 
made,  the  estimated  expenditure  being 
£68,000,  and  as  yet  an  expenditure  of 
£4,000  had  been  authorized.     In  Mayo 
1,400  applications  were  to  be  made  at  a 
cost  of  £196,000;  471   applications  had 
been   granted    at  a  cost    of   £26,000. 
With  regard  to  the  most  important  part 
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of  the  Bill — the  question  whether  work 
was  to  be  carried  out  by  contract,  or  by 
day  and  task  work — he  trusted  the  noble 
Duke  would  be  able  to  give  the  House 
some  re-assuring  information.  If  it 
should  be  proved  that  the  Government 
sanctioned  work  not  carried  out  by  con- 
tract, the  House,  he  thought,  would 
view  the  Bill  in  an  entirmy  different 
light.  His  suggestion  was  that  the  exe- 
cution of  works  under  the  direction  of 
baronial  sessions  should  be  limited  to 
contract  works. 

LoBD  EMLY  pointed  out  that  the 
reason  for  giving  powers  to  grant  relief 
in  money  was  simply  to  meet  the  exist- 
ing wants  of  the  individual,  and,  there- 
fore, some  of  the  criticism  would  not 
apply.  It  had  been  said  that  some  of 
the  work  was  done  by  contract.  Well, 
as  long  as  it  was  done  by  contract,  he 
was  afraid  the  evils  were  not  likely  to 
pass  over.  There  was  only  one  other 
remark  he  had  to  make.  The  main 
point  was  that  assistance  should  be  g^ven 
for  reproductive  works.  He  had  been 
informed  that  in  several  districts  in 
Ireland  the  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment  which  had  the  management  of  the 
reproductive  works — the  Board  of  Works 
in  Ireland — had  entirely  broken  down 
from  their  being  overworked.  It  had 
been  stated  to  him  in  one  case  that  an 
application  made  on  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber was  not. yet  granted,  and  then,  of 
course,  the  contemplated  assistance  to 
be  given  would  fail.  He  had  heard  a 
similar  statement  from  another  quarter ; 
and  a  gentleman  of  very  great  experience 
on  the  subject  had  used  the  expression 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  had  '*  broken 
down."  The  Government  would  surely 
inquire  into  that  matter,  and  ascertain 
whether  those  statements  were  correct. 
The  only  way  of  removing  the  incon- 
venience complained  of  was,  he  believed, 
to  urge  on  these  productive  works  ;  and 
it  was  a  matter  of  so  much  importance 
that  he  would  call  the  noble  Duke's 
special  attention  to  it.  No  doubt,  the 
noble  Duke  would  look  to  it  and  see 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  perform  its  duty;  and,  if  not, 
take  steps  to  have  it  strengthened. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2'  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next. 

House  adjourned  at  half-past  Seven 
o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  half- 
past  Ten  o' dock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Monday,  Ut  March,  1880. 
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whether,  in  the  event  of  such  explana- 
tions having  been  asked  for,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  can  at  the  present 
time  state  if  it  would  be  in  the  public 
interest  that  the  Correspondence  should 
be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  to 
explain  the  apparent  inconsistency  of 
the  Bussian  Emperor's  most  pacific  mes- 
sages of  1877  in  the  face  of  the  De- 
spatches or  Correspondence  from  the 
Kussian  Government  or  its  agents  found 
in  Afghanistan  ;  and,  whether  the  same 
were  dated  anterior  or  subsequent  to  the 
Declaration  of  War  by  Eussia  against 
Turkey  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  Sir,  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  have  already  on  more 
than  one  occasion  stated  that  they  are 
not  prepared  to  produce  the  Hussian 
Correspondence  found  at  Cabul.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  House  will  un- 
derstand that  I  am  unable  to  give  to  my 
hon.  Friend  any  information  as  to  any 
of  the  contents  of  those  documents,  or  of 
any  action  which  may  have  been  taken 
upon  them. 


MINUTES.]— Select  Committeb— Sugar  In- 
dustries, re-appointed  and  nominated. 

Supply — considered  in  Committee — Army  Esti- 
mates. 

Private  Bills  (3y  Order) — Second  Reading — 
Loose  Valley  Railway  • ;  Midland  Railway  •. 

Public  Bills — Resolution  in  Committee — Eswt 
India  Loan  (Ekut  Indian  Railway  Deben- 
tures). 

Ordered  —First  Rending — Fraudulent  Debtors 
(Scotland)  •  [94] ;  Road  Debts  on  Entailed 
Estates  (Scotland)*  [95];  Epping  Forest 
(No.  2)  •  [96]. 

Second  Reading — General  Police  and  Improve- 
ment (Scotland)  Provisional  Order  (Broughty 
Ferry)*  [83];    Post  Oflace  (Money  Orders^ 

[62],    deferred;    Volunteer    Corps   (Ireland) 
26],  put  off. 

fTiVMrtfiiw— Epping  Forest  Act  (1878)  Con- 
tinnanoe*  [73]. 


QUESTIONS. 


AFGHANISTAN— REPORTED  CORRE- 
SPONDENCE WITH  RUSSIA. 

Mb.  ASHBURY  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Whether 
any  of  the  secret  Correspondence  from 
the  Hussian  Government  or  its  agents 
to  the  late  Ameer  Shere  Ali  or  others  of 
influence  in  Afghanistan,  found  in  Cabul 
or  elsewhere,  and  believed  to  be  preju- 
dicial to  the  ultimate  safety  or  interests 
of  India,  dated  from  or  about  the  early 
part  of  1873,  or  any  dates  prior  to  the 
declaration  of  War  by  Bussia  against 
Turkey;  and,  if  so,  whether  Her  I^a- 
jesty*s  Government,  consequent  on  such 
discovery,  has  at  any  time  required  ex- 
planations from  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment in  reference  to  such  Correspond- 
ence, having  regard  to  the  Memorandum 
of  July  iJ,  1877,  brought  to  this  Coun- 
try by  Colonel  Wellesley,  and  delivered 
to  Lord  Derby  at  the  special  request  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  of  which  the 
following  are  extracts : — 

*<  The  Emperor  has  not  the  slightest  wish  or 
intention  in  any  way  to  menace  the  interests  of 
England  either  with  regard  to  Constantinople, 
Egypt,  the  Saez  Canal,  or  India.*' 

**  With  respect  to  India,  His  Majesty  not  only 
oonaidert  it  impossible  to  do  so,  but  an  act  of 
loUy  if  praeticable :  '* 


THE    METROPOLITAN    POLICE    DIS- 
TRICT—CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 

Mr.  W.  M.  TORRENS  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, When  the  Criminal  Statistics  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  District  for  1879 
will  be  puolished ;  and  if  it  is  not  a  fact 
that  they  will  show  a  considerable  de- 
crease in  serious  crime  ? 

Mr.  ASSHETON  CROSS,  in  reply, 
said,  the  Returns  referred  to  were  pre- 
pared and  brought  down  to  the  31st 
December,  1879,  and  appeared  in  a  sort 
of  Appendix  to  the  Commissioner's  Re- 
port. That  was  not  usually  laid  before 
Parliament  for  a  few  months ;  but  he 
was  glad  to  be  able  to  state,  in  reference 
to  the  last  part  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
Question,  that  when  the  Returns  were 
laid  on  the  Table  it  would  be  found  that 
they  showed  a  considerable  decrease  of 
serious  crime  in  the  Metropolitan  dis- 
trict. 

MERCANTILE  MARINE— CARRIAGE  OF 
GOODS  TO  THE  EAST. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  asked  the  Post- 
master General,  Whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  combination  of  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  with  other  Steam  Shipping 
Companies  and  Owners  was  some  time 
since  formed  for  the  purpose  of  "  rega- 
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lating"  the  freight  and  carriage  of 
goods  from  England  to  China  and  Japan 
with  the  view  to  secure  a  monopoly  of 
the  carrying  trade ;  and,  whether  the 
Government  can  exert  any  influence  with 
the  first  named  Company,  drawing  as  it 
does  a  large  annual  subsidy  from  the 
Post  Office  for  the  carriage  of  Mails,  to 
induce  it  to  abstain  from  making  an 
nnfair  use  of  its  public  employment  and 
payment  to  the  injury  of  trade  gene- 
rally, but  especially  of  shipowners  unas- 
sisted by  national  grants  ? 

Lord  JOHN  MANNERS  :  My  atten- 
tion was  called  last  autumn  by  a  firm  in 
London  to  a  Circular  which  had  just 
been  addressed  to  merchants  and  ship- 
pers interested  in  the  China  and  Japan 
trade  by  certain  shipowners,  among 
whom  was  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company,  relative  to  the  carriage  of 
fireight ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  mail 
contract  between  the  Post  Office  and  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company  which 
gives  me  any  power  to  interfere  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Company  in  such  a 
matter. 


EDUCATION  (WALES)— LEGISLATION. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  VIVIAN  asked  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  it 
is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  introduce  any  measure  this 
Session  dealing  with  the  question  of 
Intermediate  and  Higher  Education  in 
Wales? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEH  :  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  be  pos- 
sible to  introduce  any  measure  of  that 
kind  this  Session. 


BULGARIA— DISMISSAL  OF  THE 
ASSEMBLY. 

Sm  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  If  he  has  information  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  Prince  of 
Bulgaria  dismissed  the  Assembly,  duly 
elected  in  accordance  with  the  Constitu- 
tion, before  it  had  an  opportunity  of 
proceeding  to  business,  and  went  off  to 
visit  the  Emperor  of  Russia  before  call- 
ing together  another  Assembly ;  whether 
^he  new  elections  have  been  fairly  con- 
poiJltS^'  ^^^y  whether  any  time  is  ap- 
Assembl^^SjL  ^^®    meeting  of   the  new 

•titational  Govi^iSS^^^^^^^^^®'^^  ^^  ^  ^^^~ 
1/-    rr  ,      "^nt,  or  whether  there 
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is  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Prince 
is  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  subvert  the 
Constitution  ? 

Mr.  BOURKE  :  According  to  the  in- 
formation we  have  received,  the  Assem- 
bly was  dissolved  in  due  course  of  law, 
and  we  have  not  heard  of  any  irregularity 
in  the  conduct  of  the  elections.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  not  been 
informed  of  any  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  Prince  of  Bulgaria  to  attempt  to 
subvert  the  Constitution  of  that  Princi- 
pality. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  Would 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  be  so  good  as  to  answer  a  part 
of  the  Question  which  he  overlooked — 
whether  any  time  is  appointed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  New  Assembly  in  place 
of  the  one  dissolved  ? 

Mb.  BOURKE :  We  have  not  heard 
yet. 

EDUCATION   DEPARTMENT  —  SCHOOL 
BOARD  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  a.  MILLS  asked  the  Yioe  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  inconvenience 
and  expense  occasioned  by  the  nomina- 
tion of  candidates  for  School  Boards  in 
their  absence  and  without  their  consent, 
and  to  the  evils  thereby  involved  of  use- 
less contests  at  the  cost  of  the  ratepayers ; 
and,  whether  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Education  Department,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  1870,  to  frame  such 
regulations  as  might  remedy  this  evil 
without  further  legislation  ? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  There 
have  been  thousands  of  School  Board 
elections  held  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  1870,  and  in  no  case  has  the  at- 
tention of  the  Education  Department 
been  directed  to  the  inconvenience  com- 
plained of  by  my  hon.  Friend.  Until, 
therefore,  we  have  some  practical  proof 
before  us  of  the  reality  of  this  complaint 
we  should  not  be  disposed  to  alter  the 
existing  regulations. 

POST  OFFICE  (MONEY  ORDERS)  BILL. 

Mb.  W.  BECKETT  DENISON  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether 
it  is  his  intention  to  proceed  with  the 
Post  Office  ^Money  Orders)  Bill  either  in 
its  present  shape  or  some  other ;  if  so, 
whether  before  proceeding  with  it  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  3ie  House  the 
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form  of  Notee,  in  their  respective  deno- 
minatioiiSy  in  order  to  issue  which  he 
proposes  to  ask  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Bank  Charter  Acts  in  favour  of  the  Post 
Office ;  and,  whether  such  Notes,  if 
issued,  being  orders  for  the  payment  of 
money  on  demand,  will  not  be  liable  to 
Stamp  Duty ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  in- 
tends also  to  ask  for  the  repeal  of  the 
Stamp  Act  in  favour  of  the  irost  Office, 
in  order  to  enable  it  to  issue  the  Notes 
free  of  duty  ? 

SiK  HENRY  SELWIN-IBBET80N: 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
proceed  with  the  Bill.  What  I  propose 
to  do  is  to  lay  this  evening  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  the  proposed  regulations  to 
be  made  under  the  Bill,  as  well  as  the 
modifications  I  intend  to  make  in  the 
Bill  in  the  shape  of  Amendments.  Those 
Amendments  will  alter  the  12  months  to 
six  ;  they  will  make  the  denominations 
of  notes  for  sums  of  less  than  £1,  and 
they  will  limit  the  power  of  the  Post- 
master General  to  pay  expired  notes. 
The  Amendments  will  also  contain  the 
form  of  the  money  order,  which  I  pro- 
pose to  place  in  a  Schedule  to  the  Bill. 
When  that  is  done  it  will  be  unneces- 
sary to  repeal  the  Bank  Charter  Acts  in 
favour  of  the  Post  Office,  and  that  Sche- 
dule will  be  omitted.  In  answer  to  the 
last  Question,  as  there  may  be  a  doubt 
whether  the  new  orders  would  come 
under  the  exemption  from  stamp  duty 
given  to  the  original  money  orders,  I 
propose  to  exempt  them  directly  by  a 
clause  in  the  Bill. 

Mb.  DODSON  :  Does  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber propose  to  proceed  with  the  Bill  to- 
night ? 

Bib  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON  : 
No  ;  I  propose  to  defer  it  for  a  fortnight. 

PBIYTLEGE  (TOWER  HIGH  LEVEL 
BRIDGE  (METROPOLIS)  COMMITTEE) 
—MR.  CHARLES  EDMUND  GRISSELL. 

Mb.  C.  BECKETT  DENI80N  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
ther he  is  about  to  submit  any  Motion 
with  regard  to  Charles  Edmund  Grissell, 
who,  on  the  14th  of  August  last, 

"  waa  committed  to  Newgate  for  having 
ermded  the  execution  of  Mr.  Speaker's  warrant 
for  t&king  him  into  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms,  until  the  close  of  the  Session," 

and  who  was  released  on  the  following 
day,  the  15th  of  August,  by  reason  of 
the  prorogation  of  Parliament  ? 


The  OHANCELLOE  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Since  my  hon.  Friend  put  hie 
Question  on  the  Paper  I  consulted  the 
authorities  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be 
taken.  I  have  now  to  move  that  this 
case  be  taken  into  consideration  to- 
morrow. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Ordered^  That  the  case  of  Charles  Edmund 
Grissell  be  taken  into  consideration  To-morrow. 
— [Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  JExchequer.) 

NAVY— THE  ROYAL  MARINES. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  asked  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  If  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  one  or  more  Memo- 
rials which  were  sent  in,  during  the 
recess,  by  Officers  of  the  Boyal  Ma- 
rines, complaining  that  they  had  been 
improperly  superseded;  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  in  reply  to  at  least  one  of 
these,  it  was  said  that  the  Officer  had 
been  dealt  with  according  to  ''existing 
Eegulations,"  but  when  the  Hegulations 
were  asked  for  they  were  not  forth- 
coming ;  and,  if  the  Eegulations  alluded 
to  are  in  such  form  that  they,  and  the 
Order  in  Council  authorising  them,  can 
be  referred  to  or  produced  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  My  attention 
has  been  given  to  some  Memorials  which 
have  been  addressed  to  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  by  officers  of  the  Boyal  Ma- 
rines during  the  Becess.  In  answer  to 
one  of  those  officers,  Colonel  Gwyn, 
that  officer  was  informed  that  the  pro- 
motion complained  of  was  made  in 
accordance  with  the  existing  Begula- 
tions.  Those  Beg^lations  will  be  found 
in  the  Order  in  Council  authorizing  them. 

Mr.  ANDEBfeON :  Where  can  they 
be  referred  to  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH  :  They  will  be 
found  in  the  Library. 

RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS  (IRELAND). 

Mr.  EBBINGTON  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  forlrelaDdyWhen  the  Betums 
ordered  by  the  House  on  the  10th  of 
February,  as  to  how  far  the  relief  mea- 
sures had  taken  efiPect  in  each  of  the  dis- 
tressed unions  in  Ireland  up  to  the  7th 
of  February,  will  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  ? 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHEB :  Sir,  there  has 
been  a  great  pressure  on  the  stafif  of  the 
Board  of  Works  in  Ireland  during  the 
last  few  weeks,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
is  no  doubt  aware,  and  I  find  that  they 
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will  not  be  able  to  send  over  these  Be-  Hackney.    I  beg  to  state  that  X  am  now 

turns  until  to-morrow  night.     Having  in  a  position  to  introduce  the  Bill,  and  I 

been  so  long  delayed,  however,  I  would  think  it  right  that  I  should  ask  leave  to 

put  it  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  if  it  would  do  so  to-morrow  evening.     Although  the 

not  be  the  more  convenient  way  to  dis-  matter  may  not  be  reached  till  late,  I 

charge  the  Order  made   on  the  1 0th  of  think  it  desirable  that  I  should  make  a 

February,  which  was  for  Returns  only  statement,  but  it  will  be  comparatively 

up  to  the  7th  of  February,  and  render  short,  and  the  Bill  will  be  in  the  hands 

the  Returns  complete  by  having  them  of  Members  on  Wednesday  morning', 
made  up  to  the  last  day  on  which  the 

notices  could  be  given.  ^^^AL  SCHOOL  OF  MINES.; 

Sib  JOHN  HAY  asked  the  Vice  Pre- 

VACCINATION-DURHAM  BOARD  OF  silent  of  the  Council,  Whether  the  in- 

GUARDIANS.  struction  hitherto   given   at  the   Royal 

Mb.  GOURLEY  asked  the  Secretary  School  of  Mines  in  Jermyn  Street  is  no 

of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  If  longer  to  be  given  there,  but  entirely  at 

his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  Re-  South  Kensington  ;  and,  whether  he  has 

ports  of  the  vaccination  officers  of  the  considered  how  far  such  an  arrangement 

Durham  guardians  for  the  year  1878,  in  ^^11  be  equally  advantageous  for  pup- 

which  they    state    that    out    of    2,381  poses  of  instruction,  as  the  lectures  wiU 

children  bom  in  the  Western  and  St.  *>®  dehvered  at  such  a  distance  firom 

Nicholas  district,    805    died    from  the  ^^^  museum  which  is  intended  to  illus- 

effects  of  vaccination,    and   during  the  ^^t*®  ^^®^^^t^^^  -rr  a -.,tx  m^^^    * 

first  six  months  of  last  year  the  number  Lord   GEORGE  HAMILTON  :  It  is 

of  deaths  in  the  same  union  were  141  proposed  to  move  one  of  the  Classes  now 

from  the  same  cause  ;  and,  what  mea-  ^^  f  ®f °7^.  S^^®®'  ^,  ^^^^^  Kensington  ; 

sures  he  intends  adopting  in  order  that  ^^^^  judging  from  the  development  and 

this  excessive  death  rate  may  be  dimi-  growth    of   the    Classes    already     re- 

nished  ?                                               •  moved  to  South  Kensington,  I  think  we 

Mb.    SCLATER- booth  :    I    have  °®®^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^®  removal  will, 

caused  the   Returns  of  the  vaccination  ^?  ^^J  degree,  impair  the  efficiency  of 

officers  of  the  Durham  Guardians  for  1 878  ^®  education  given, 
and  1879  to  be  examined.     They  contain 

no  information  as  to  deaths  caused  by  THE    BALLOT   ACT— CASES  OF 

vaccination.     What  they  do  contain  are  SCRUTINY, 

statements  in  separate  columns,  showing  _  _     .rrr  t^  -n/NT^rim-rTr*     mi 

in  the  one  the  total  number  of  births,  in  ^  ^»-  ^f^'  FORSTER :  There  was  a 

the  other  the  number  of  children  who  Return  ordered  last  Session  of  the  num- 

have  died  before  vaccination.     As  the  ber  of  cases  of  scruUny  under  the  Ballot 

numbers  thus    given   correspond    very  ^^*-     ^  ^^^^i^  ^^f  ^,  ^5?^  ^^2!^  ^® 

closely  with  the  figures  stated  in  the  Secretai^  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 

Question,  1  am  driven  to  the  conclusion  f  ®^^  when  that  Return  will  be  m  the 

that  *'  the  excessive  mortality"  shown  is  ^^^^^  .J^^^]^Jr.^r.c.c.     x  t.  ,. 

the  mortality  of  children  who  died  with-  ,  ^J?-  A8SHET0N  CROSS  :  I  believe 

out  being  vaccinated  at  all.     As  I  am  the  Return  was  laid  on  the  Table  on  the 

unaware  of  any  deaths  having  occurred  23rd  of  last  month.     The  matter  rests, 

from  vaccination,  it  is  impossible  for  me  therefore,  with  the  printers,  over  whom, 

to  adopt  steps  to  prevent  them.  ■'•  *°^  ^^^  ^  ^^y*  ■'-  *^*^®  °o  authority. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  ready  before  long. 

METROPOLIS   (WATER  SUPPLY)   BILL. 

Mr.  FAWCETT  asked  the  Secretary  AFFAIRS  OF  AFGHANISTAN, 

of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  If  Mr.   OTWAY  :    I   wish  to   ask  the 

he  can  inform  the  House  when  the  Bill  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a  Question 

relatiug  to  the  Water  Supply  of  London  of  which  I  would  have  given  him  private 

will  be  introduced  ?  Notice   but  from   absence   from    town. 

Mr.  ASSHETON  CROSS  :  Until  to-  There  has  appeared  in  some  of  the  news- 

day  I  should  have  been  unable  to  answer  papers   telegraphic  news,  copied   from 

the   Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  an  Indian  paper,  supposed  to  possess 
Mr,  J.  Lowther 
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autbentio  souroeB  of  information — The 
Lahore  Oatette — purporting  to  be  the 
Gk>vemment  prog^mme  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  affairs  in  Afghanistan.  May  I 
aflky whether  the  Govemmenthas  received 
any  official  communication  in  accord  with 
the  alleged  programme  of  The  Lahore 
Gazette  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB  :  I  think  it  would  be  more  con- 
venient if  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
place  a  Notice  of  his  Question  on  the 
Paper. 

PARLIAMENT—BUSINESS    OF   THE 

HOUSE. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Dillwyn, 

The  CHANCELLOR  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER said :  I  hope  it  may  be  in  our 
power  to  make  some  progress  with  the 
Army  Estimates,  and  finish  the  Civil 
Seryice  Supplementary  Estimates  this 
evening.  If  that  should  be  the  case, 
we  propose  on  Thursday  to  take  the 
Civil  Service  Estimates,  and  on  Monday 
next  to  take  the  Navy  Estimates.  I 
would  also  mention  that  on  Thursday  I 
propose  to  introduce  the  Bill,  of  which  I 
nave  already  spoken,  for  the  allocation 
of  the  vacant  seats. 


ORDERS    OF    THE    DAT. 

SUPPLY—COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

PAHTJAMKNT— LORD  CASTLEREAGH. 

PER8017AL  EXPLANATIONS. 

Mb.  BIGGAR  rose  to  call  the  atten- 
tion ofthe  House  to  the  criticisms  of  Dr. 
H.  Quin  on  the  conduct  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  County  Down,  with 
Minutes  of  the  Council  of  the  Ulster 
Home  Government  Association.  The 
hon.  Member  said,  that  personally  he 
did  not  think  this  matter  was  one  of 
very  great  importance;  but  as  it  had 
ffiven  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  discussion 
in  the  public  papers,  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  bring  the  subject  before  the 
House  and  before  the  noble  Lord  whose 
conduct  was  impugned.  On  reading  the 
report  of  the  speeoh  which  the  noble 


Lord  made  on  a  previous  occasion,  he 
(Mr.  Biggar)  wrote  to  parties  in  Belfast 
whom  he  thought  might  possibly  know 
something  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  He 
did  not  bring  the  matter  forward  in  the 
slightest  degree  in  the  interests  of 
either  the  Whig  or  the  Tory  Party ;  but 
simply  to  give  the  noble  Lord  an  oppor- 
tunity of  setting  himself  right  with  the 
House,  if  he  wished  to  do  so.  The 
noble  Lord  was  reported  to  have  said 
that  he  was  never  asked  any  questions 
on  the  subject  of  Home  Rule  in  the 
County  Down.  He  did  not  wish  to 
bring  any  serious  charge  of  want  of  ac- 
curacy against  the  noble  Lord,  because 
he  was  disposed  to  make  allowance  for  a 
lapse  of  memory;  or  that,  perhaps,  in 
the  excitement  of  a  political  contest,  he 
might  not  have  remembered  all  that 
took  place.  He  could  imagine  that  was 
so ;  and  if  it  was,  it  should  be  a  caution 
to  gentlemen  who  cross-examined  candi- 
dates at  elections  to  have  their  conamu- 
nications  in  writing.  The  statement  of 
the  noble  Lord  was  very  explicit ;  but 
the  statement  of  his  (Mr.  Biggar's) 
friend  in  Belfast,  who  was  the  hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Home  Government 
Association,  was  also  equally  explicit. 
Dr.  Quin  was  a  gentleman  of  high  cha- 
racter, and  his  word  was  to  be  believed, 
and  he  was  convinced  the  statement  he 
was  about  to  read  to  the  House  was 
thoroughly  correct,  although  he  repeated 
that  he  was  not  disposed  to  say  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  been  intentionally  incor- 
rect in  his  denial.  In  addition  to  the 
letter  of  Dr.  Quin  which  he  had  received, 
there  was  the  additional  corroboration  of 
members  of  the  Association,  which  were 
taken  immediately  after  the  event  had 
occurred ;  and,  after  reading  these  state- 
ments, he  thought  the  House  would 
arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  noble 
Lord  really  did  pledge  himself  to  abstain 
from  voting  on  the  question  of  Home 
Rule.  Now,  the  words  reported  to  have 
been  used  by  the  noble  Lord  in  this 
House  were  that  he  had  had  no  commu- 
nication with  the  Home  Rulers,  and  that 
he  was  never  asked  any  questions  on  the 
subject  of  Home  Rule  in  the  County 
Down.  Dr.  Quin  stated  that  he  and  a 
number  of  the  Ulster  Home  Govern- 
ment Association  were  appointed  a  depu- 
tation to  visit  the  candidates.  Mr. 
Andrews,  the  Whig  candidate,  informed 
the  deputation  that  he  would  vote 
against  Home  Rule,  against  University 
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Oatholio  Education,  and  against  Mr. 
Butt's  Land  Bill.  With  regard  to  the 
noble  Lord,  Dr.  Quin  said  that  on  the 
10th  of  May,  1878,  the  deputation  heard 
him  address  the  electors  in  the  Court 
House  at  Bangor.  As  soon  as  he  came 
out  of  the  Court  House,  the  deputation 
addressed  his  Lordship  in  the  street, 
and  told  him  that  thej  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Ulster  Home  Government 
Association  to  wait  on  the  rival  candi- 
dates for  County  Down,  and  ask  them 
to  abstain  from  voting  on  the  Home 
Bule  question,  and  his  Lordship  replied 
— **  I  will  abstain."  Dr.  Quin  thought 
he  added — "  Upon  my  honour  I  will  ab- 
stain ; "  but  was  not  quite  certain  about 
those  words.  He  was,  however,  certain 
that  his  Lordship  said  point  blank — **  I 
will  abstain."  Dr.  Quin  thereupon  ob- 
served— *•  You  can  easily  abstain.  Keep 
away  hunting  or  shooting,  and  nobody 
will  be  any  the  wiser."  The  noble  Lord 
again  reiterated  his  neutral  pledge.    He 

iMr.  Biggar)  had  a  letter  from  the  Eev. 
leather  Cahill,  another  member  of  the 
deputation,  in  which  the  reverend  gen- 
tleman said  that  the  exigencies  of  Party 
must,  indeed,  be  terrible  to  produce  such 
havoc  in  the  noble  Lord's  memory. 
Father  Cahill's  narrative  was  to  the 
effect  that  he  and  Dr.  Quin  were  ap- 
pointed as  a  deputation  to  wait  on  Lord 
Castlereagh  and  Mr.  Andrews  with  re- 
n>ect  to  the  restoration  of  the  Irish  Par- 
liament and  Catholic  Education.  The 
Minute  Book  stated  that  on  the  22nd  of 
May  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil was  held,  when  the  deputation  were 
asked  to  give  a  verbatim  report  of  the 
interview.     Father  Cahill  said — 

« I  introdaced  the  deputation  from  this  Couii' 
oil  to  the  noble  Lord.  I  then  said — '  If  elected, 
will  you  oppose  the  Catholic  Education  Bill,  or 
be  neutral  on  that  question  P  *  He  said — *  I  will 
be  neutral  on  that  question.'  Dr.  Quin  then 
said — *  If  elected,  will  you  oppose  Home  Kule, 
or  consent  to  be  neutral  on  the  question  P '  Lord 
Castlereagh  said — '  I  will  be  neutral.'  " 

Now,  in  bringing  this  matter  before  the 
House,  he  had  not  attempted  to  push  the 
case  too  much  against  the  noble  Lord ; 
but  he  thought  he  had  given  sufficient 
evidence  to  show  that  the  observations 
of  the  noble  Lord,  when  the  subject  was 
before  the  House  the  other  evening, 
were  not  a  true  statement  of  the  facts  ; 
and,  therefore,  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord 
would  say  that  the  report  was  incorrect 
through  the  neglect  of  the  repOTters,  or 

Mr.  Biggar 


that  his  memoiy  had  been  defectiTe  in 
regard  to  what,really  took  place. 

Visoouirr  CASTLEREAGH :  Sir,  the 
House  may  remember  that  a  short  time 
ago  I  ventured  to  ofiPer  a  few  words  of 
explanation  in  regard  to    certain    re- 
marks made    by  the  noble   Lord  the 
Leader  of   the    Opposition    conoeming 
myself.     Last  Friday  week,  Sir,  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cavan,  in  which   he   informed  me 
that  he  had  received  such  a  letter  from  a 
Dr.  Quin,  of  Belfast,  as  justified  him  in 
contradicting  the  statement  which  I  had 
made    in  the   House.     After  reoeiving 
that  letter  I  immediately  communicated 
with  my  friends  in  the  County  Down  in 
order  to  verify  my  recollection ;  and  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  the  result  of  these 
inquiries  is  that  I  now  strictly  adhere 
to  the  statement  I  previously  made.    I 
find,  on  inquiry,  that  an  interview  did 
take  place  between  Dr.  Quin  and  my- 
self; but  as  I  did  not 'know  Dr.  Quin, 
either  by  sight  or  by  name,  it  is  rather 
hard  for  me  to  be  expected  to  remember 
that  I  met  him  among  the  very  g^reat 
number  of  people  I  met    during   the 
course  of  my  candidature.     I  can  aaaore 
the  House  that  when  I  met  Dr.  Quin  I 
had  not  the  slightest  idea  that  he  came 
to  me  on  behalf  of  the  Ulster  Home 
Bule  Association.     When  he  came  to 
me  I  had  just  been  addressing  a  great 
meeting  in  the  town  of  Bangor,  and  I 
was  accosted  by  two  gentlemen  in  the 
public  street.     The  interview  took  place 
m  the  presence  of  upwards  of  100  people, 
many  of  whom  are  influential  electors  of 
the  County  Do^n,  and  there  happened 
to  be  present  the  then  Grand  Master  of 
the  Orange  Lodge  of  Belfast.      During 
this  interview  not  a  word  was  said  to 
lead  me  to  suppose  that  those  two  gen- 
tlemen in  any  way  represented  the  Home 
Eule  Association ;  and  hence  I  think  I 
was  perfectly  justified  in  stating  to  the 
House  that  I  had  received  no  deputa- 
tion from  the  Home  Bule  Association. 
I  again  distinctly  state  that  during  this 
interview  I  gave  no  promise,  directly  or 
indirectly,  with  regard  to  Home  Kule. 
This  statement  is  borne  out  by  letters 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which 
were  written  by  gentlemen  who  were 
present  at  the  interview,  and  by  others 
who  were  standing  by ;  and,  if  neces- 
sary, I  could  bring  forward  evidence  to 
fully  endorse  all  I  have  said.     On  an 
ordinary  occasion,  Sir,   I  should  con- 
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rider  that  I  liad  already  said  quite  suf- 
ficient ;  but,  with  the  permission  of  the 
House,  I  shall  venture  to  read  an  ex- 
tract from  an  article  that  appeared  in 
one  of  the  most  influential  and  most 
ablj-conducted  newspapers  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Ulster.  I  venture  to  think  that, 
after  I  have  read  it,  the  House  will 
agree  with  me  that  there  is  no  further 
need  to  prolong  this  discussion.  The 
paper  I  refer  to  is  The  UUter  Examiner, 
wmch  is  the  leading  organ  of  the  Home 
Bule  Party  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
and  the  number  &om  which  I  shall 
Quote  is  dated  20th  July,  1878,  which 
tne  House  will  observe  was  only  two 
months  after  the  election.  The  extract  is 
as  follows : — 

'*  Our  Gladttonian  contemporaries  are  anxious 
to  know  what  promises  Lord  Castlereagh  gave 
to  his  Catholic  supporters  during  the  recent 
contest.  We  should  be  something  like  an  au- 
thority upon  this  matter,  and  we  will  answer 
the  question  by  stating  that  Lord  Castlereagh 
gare  no  promise  to  vote  for  Home  Rule.  The 
alleged  confederation  between  him  and  the 
Home  Rulers  is  quite  a  myth.  We  trust  our 
very  Liberal  contemporaries  will  be  satisfied 
with  this  very  Liberal  announcement.  The 
Home  Rule  pledge  which  our  contemporaries 
allude  to  exists  only  in  their  imagination.  It 
was  never  given  by  Lord  Castlereagh;  but 
other  concessions  were  made  by  him.  He 
pledged  himself  to  support  the  education  policy 
of  me  Government,  and  to  stand  by  Lord 
Beaoonsfield  tooth  and  nail,  and  once  for  all 
allay  the  heartburnings  of  the  Irish  people.  If 
the  organ  of  the  Com  Exchange  wishes  to  know 
whether  Lord  Castlereagh  pledged  himself  to 
the  Home  Rulers — well,  we  candidly  answer, 
"  He  did  not'  " 

Mb.  SULUYAN  remarked,  that  the 
late  Protestant  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 
Dr.  Whately,  wrote  an  amusing  little 
work,  entitled  HUtoric  Douht  concerning 
the  Exietenee  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  By 
a  process  similar  to  that  which  had  boon 
seen  in  the  House  to-night,  the  Arch- 
bishop showed  that  there  were  very  con- 
tradictory statements  as  to  anything 
which  Napoleon  had  said  or  done,  or 
whether  he  ever  existed.  The  statements 
of  the  two  gentlemen  who  had  been 
quoted  would  be  believed  in  Ulster  as 
readily  as,  he  would  not  say  any  more 
readily  than,  the  statement  of  the  noble 
Liord.  They  had  the  testimony  of  these 
two  gentlemen  declaring  positively  to  an 
interview  in  the  streets  of  Bangor ; 
whereas  the  noble  Lord  declared  that 
nothing  of  the  kind  occurred.  ['*  No  ! "] 
At  all  events,  the  noble  Lorn  denied 
what  was  alleged  to  have  passed  on  the 
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occasion.  If  the  matter  rested  there, 
there  might  be  some  doubt ;  but  it  was 
a  most  remarkable  fact  that  when  the 
noble  Lord  needed  the  aid  in  the  County 
Down  of  the  Home  Bulers,  his  agent 
purchased  500  copies  of  a  newspaper 
which  contained  a  resolution  stating  mat 
the  noble  Lord  had  g^ven  satisfactory 
pledges  to  the  Home  Bulers.  Hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  very  intelligently  drew 
a  wide  distinction  between  promising  to 
vote  for  Home  Bule  and  promising  to  be 
neutral ;  but  they  were  quite  unable  to 
draw  a  distinction  at  Liverpool  between 
voting  for  an  inquiry  and  voting  for 
Home  Bule.  This  was  so  much  of  a 
personal  matter  that  he  (Mr.  Sullivan) 
did  not  wish  to  go  on  with  it.  It  simply 
meant  this — that  in  future  the  Irish  elec- 
tors ought  to  be  very  careful  as  to  the 
pledges  they  received  from  candidates 
standing  for  different  constituencies,  and 
also  the  pledges  so  readily  jnven  by  their 
agents.  It  was  very  painful  for  Gentle- 
men to  be  bandying  statements  which 
were  contradicted  on  the  floor  of  that 
House.  He  knew  that  Conservative 
Gentlemen  would  not  be  likely  to  hold 
commimications  henceforth  with  Home 
Bulers,  because  the  period  had  passed 
for  the  present  when  they  thought  they 
might  secure  the  Home  Bule  vote ;  and 
as  grapes  were  sour  when  they  could  not 
be  reached,  there  was  no  doubt  that  for 
some  time  to  come  they  would  hear  no 
more  of  Conservative  coquettings  with 
Home  Bule. 

The  Marquess  of  HABTINGTON  : 
Sir,  as  the  involuntary  cause  of  the 
trouble  which  has  been  given  to  the  noble 
Lord,  I  desire  to  say  one  or  two  words 
as  to  the  course  I  have  taken  in  the  mat- 
ter. All  I  said,  in  referring  to  the  subject 
a  few  days  ago,  was  that  there  appeared 
to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  precise  posi- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  witn  regard  to 
the  Home  Bule  question,  and,  perhaps, 
I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  word  m  justi- 
fication of  the  course  I  have  taken.  The 
House  will  recollect  that  what  I  said 
was  that  there  appeared  to  be,  or  that  I 
understood  there  was,  some  doubt  as  to 
the  position  the  noble  Lord  held  with 
regard  to  the  Home  Bule  question,  and 
that  we  ought  to  have  the  doubt  cleared 
up.  What  has  passed  shows  I  was  en- 
tirely justified  in  the  statement  which  I 
made.  The  noble  Lord  has  just  made  a 
statement  which  I  accept,  and  which  I 
am  sure  the  whole  House  will  accept,  as 
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absolately  correct.      At  the  same  tiine, 
that  does  not  in  the  least  alter  the  fact 
that  there  does  appear  to  have  existed  at 
the  time  of  the  election,  and,  indeed,  up 
to  the  present  moment,  a  great  misap- 
prehension in  the  County  Down  as  to 
the  position  which  the  noble  Lord  held 
with  regard  to  the  Home  Eule  question. 
I  must  say  that  the  deputation  from  the 
Home  Eule  Association  took  an  extremely 
inconvenient  mode  of  ascertaining  his 
opinion.     I  am  not  in  the  least  surprised 
that  misapprehension  should  have  arisen 
as  to  what  occurred  at  an  interview  of 
that  kind,  and  I  entirely  accept  the  noble 
Lord's  statement  with  regard  to  it.  Still 
I  cannot  acquit  the  noble  Lord's  sup- 
porters and  friends  of  having  taken  ad- 
vantage of  what  was  evidently  a  total 
misapprehension  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting the  noble  Lord's  election.      It 
appears  that  a  resolution  was  passed  by 
the  Home  Bule  League,  in  which  they 
stated  that  the  assurances  received  from 
the  noble  Lord  were  satisfactory.    No 
doubt,  that  resolution  did  not  come  under 
the  personal  observation  of  the  noble 
Lord,  but  it  must  have  come  under  the 
observation  of  many  of  his  supporters ; 
and  it  was  not  fair  that  up  to  this  time 
no  steps  were  taken  to  correct  an  entirely 
erroneous  statement,  on  the  strength  and 
presumed  accuracy  of  which  the  noble 
Lord  received  the  support  of  the  Associa- 
tion, which  was  given  under  a  total  mis- 
apprehension of  what  the  noble  Lord  had 
said  upon  the  question.       I   am  sorry 
that  the  House  nas  been  troubled  with 
personal  explanations  of  this  character, 
and  I   am  sorry  that  the  noble  Lord 
has  been  called  upon   to   explain  the 
exact  position  of  affairs ;    but,  at   the 
same  time,   I  cannot   say  that  I   can 
take  the   smallest  blame  to  myself  in 
the  matter,  because  it  was  most  desir- 
able  that  a  misapprehension   so   long 
existing  should  now  at  last  be  finally 
cleared  up. 

Mr.  SPEAKEE  :  The  Motion  before 
the  House  is  the  Motion  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply.  On  a  Motion  of  that 
character  considerable  latitude  is  usually 
allowed  by  the  House ;  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cavan  has  been  permitted 
to  bring  forward  what  he  considers  a 
grievance  before  the  House  goes  into 
Committee  of  Supply.  The  House  has 
also  heard  on  a  personal  matter  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  the  County  Down. 
I  am  bound  to  say,  howcTer,  that  if  de- 1 
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bates  are  to  arise  on  peiBonal  mitim 
of  this  character,  such  a  oourse  will  leid 
to  grave  inconvenienoe. 

Mr.  PEASE  said,  that  after  what  had 
fallen  from  the  Speaker  he  dedied  to 
say  only  one  word.  He  had  had  tbe 
honour  of  contesting  an  election  with  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the  Coimtj 
Down  as  his  opponent.  Party  spint 
then  ran  high,  but  he  cotild  state  that 
the  noble  Lord  never  twisted  one  ward 
of  his  or  of  his  Colleagues ;  nor  did  the 
noble  Lord  deviate  one  iota,  in  order  to 
gain  that  election,  from  the  course  of 
an  honourable  and  an  uprig^ht  man.  He 
could  believe  that  Party  spirit  ran  even 
higher  in  Lreland ;  but  he  could  not  be- 
lieve, from  the  character  of  the  noble 
Lord  and  his  family  in  the  county  whidi 
he  had  the  honour  to  represent,  that  the 
noble  Lord  would  wilfully  mislead  Ae 
House,  either  as  regarded  half  a  promise 
or  a  whole  promise. 

SiE  THOMAS  BATE80N :  Sir,  I  was 
in  the  County  Down  and  knew  a  good 
deal  about    the    elections  of  1878.    I 
am  prepared  to  assert,  and  I  hare  letten 
to  prove,  that  the  noble  Lord  neither  di- 
rectly nor  indirectly  either  promised  to 
be  neutral  or  to  abstain  from  voting  on 
the  question  of  Home  Bule.     That  ques- 
tion was  never  put  to  him.    The  gentle- 
man who  accompanied  Dr.  Quin  who 
has  been  mentioned  has,  on  paper  and 
in  print,  declared  emphaticalfy  that  the 
question  never  was  put,  and  I  think  the 
noble  Lord  has  amply  vindicated  his 
position.    I  hold  in  my  hand  a  manifesto 
issued  by  the  Home  Bule  Association 
at  the  election,  in  which  Home  Bule 
never    was    mentioned ;    nor,    indeed, 
was  it  mentioned  during  the  oanvass  of 
either  of  the  candidates.    I  admit  that  a 
large  number  of  the  respectable  Boman 
Catholics  supported  the  noble  Lord  in 
that  election,  and  perhaps  hon.  Oentle- 
men  opposite  would  like  to  know  the 
reason  why  ?   I  will  tell  them  the  reason. 
It  was  because  the  respectable  B<Mnan 
Catholics  of  the  County   Down    have 
learned  to  distrust,  to  suspect,   and  to 
dislike  the  Whigs,  Whiggery,  and  Whig 
nominees,  that  2iey  supported  the  noUe 
Lord.    And  flirther,  they  held  this  Ian* 
guage— 

''We,  the  Homan  Catholics  ol  the  Comiiy 
Down,  have  hitherto  been  made  hewers  of  wood 
and  drawers  of  water  for  the  demooratio  IVesby* 
terians,  and,  therefore,  we  will  Bupport  the  ioii 
of  one  of  the  beet  lancUorda  in  Iroliuid." 
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The  CfHANCELLOB  op  the  EXCHE- 
QuKH:  I  earnestly  hope  the  House 
will  bear  in  mind  the  few  words  which 
jou,  Sir,  addressed  to  it  a  short  time 
ago.  We  are  perfectly  well  aware  that 
there  is  nothing  the  House  holds  so  dear 
as  the  honour  of  its  Members ;  and, 
therefore,  at  whatever  risk  or  inconve- 
nience to  our  debates,  we  are  always 
ready  to  g^ve  a  hearing  to  those  who 
wish  to  speak  upon  personal  conduct.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cavan  brought  forward  this  question 
in  order  to  clear  up  a  matter  on  which 
he  thought  there  was  something  to  be 
said ;  and  I  am  sure  evervone  who  lis- 
tened to  my  noble  Friend  s  answer  was 
thoroughly  satisfied — ['*No,  no  !**] — was 
thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  noble, 
Btraiffhtforward,  and  frank  manner  in 
which  he  answered  the  questions  put  to 
him.  P'No,  no!"]  I  am  extremely 
Borry  if  anvbody  can  form  a  different 
impression  nom  that  which  it  has  made 
upon  me,  and  I  believe  upon  the  House 
generally.  However,  after  these  expla- 
nations have  been  given,  and  now  that 
we  have  been  informed  by  the  noble 
Lord  of  what  occurred,  the  time  has,  in 
my  opinion,  come  for  the  matter  to  be 
allowed  to  drop.  It  was  natural  that 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  (the  Marquess 
of  Harting^n)  should  have  made  the  re- 
marks he  did  in  reference  to  what  passed 
on  a  previous  occasion ;  but  I  do  think  we 
should  be  committing  a  serious  error  if 
we  allowed  ourselves  to  be  drawn  into  a 
discussion  with  respect  to  the  politics  of 
any  particular  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom, or,  indeed,  of  any  matter  further 
touching  the  question  now  before  the 
House.  I  am  sure  there  will  be  a  general 
opinion  that  the  noble  Lord  has  acted 
straightforwardly.  ["No,  no! "1  Well, 
that  will  be  the  opinion  of  all  who  have 
listened  candidly  to  what  the  noble 
Lord  said.  I  hope  your  advice,  Sir, 
will  be  taken,  and  that  we  may  now  be 
allowed  to  proceed  with  the  Business  of 
the  evening. 

Mb.  CALLAN  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
intrude  upon  the  House  in  connection 
with  the  present  personal  discussion, 
and  he  would  not  have  done  so  but  for 
the  imfortunate  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Devizes  (Sir 
Thomas  Bateson).  He  was  not  surprised 
that  the  hon.  Baronet  should  have  made 
an  attack  upon  the  Whig  Party,  seeing 
that  he  had  been  expell^  by  them  from 


his  seat  in  Leland  on  a  former  occasion* 
The  hon.  Baronet  had  said  that  he  knew 
everything  that  had  happened  at  the 
County  Down  election.  Well,  at  the 
present  moment  a  matter  of  great  in- 
terest was  imder  discussion  in  the  North 
of  Ireland,  and  that  was  a  statement  by 
Mr.  Finigan,  who  was  present  at  this 
interview  between  the  noble  Lord  and 
the  deputation  from  the  Home  Bulers, 
that  he  had  discovered  the  secret  of  how 
everyone  had  voted,  notwithstanding  the 
secrecy  of  the  Ballot.  But  the  non. 
Baronet  had  said  emphatically  that 
there  was  not  one  word  mentioned  about 
Home  Bule  during  the  entire  canvass  of 
either  of  the  candidates.  In  regard  to 
this  matter,  the  honour  of  the  noble 
Lord  was  not  alone  at  stake.  The 
honour  and  political  character  of  the 
Bev.  Mr.  Cahul,  the  recognized  manager 
and  editor  of  The  UUter  Examiner ^  was 
also  at  stake,  and  that  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Home  Bule  Association  of  Ulster. 
He  (Mr.  Callan)  had  had  some  slight 
part  in  this  matter,  and  he  gave  a 
hearty  and  thorough  support  to  the 
candidature  of  the  noble  Lord  for  the 
County  Down.  He  did  so  because  of  the 
express  statement  of  the  Home  Bule 
Association,  that  the  noble  Lord  had 
satisfied  them  upon  one  point;  and 
they  should  recollect  that  what  had  oc- 
curred in  the  House  in  connection  with 
this  matter  bore  that  statement  out. 
The  noble  Lord  had  carefully  avoided, 
on  the  present  occasion,  to  reiterate  or 
re-affirm  the  declaration  which  he  made 
on  the  last  occasion.  The  noble  Lord 
then  said  he  was  aijked  no  question  on 
the  subject  of  Home  Bule  in  the  county 
of  Down.  He  had  carefully  avoided  re- 
affirming that  statement  that  day.  He 
had  again  denied  that  he  maae  any 
pledge  whatever  to  support  Home  Bule; 
but  that  was  not  the  charge  that  was 
made.  The  charge  which  was  made,  and 
which  had  not  been  denied,  was  that 
he  gave  a  distinct  pledge  of  neutrality 
on  two  points  —  namely,  upon  Catho- 
lic University  Education  and  Home 
Bule.  He  was  not  at  all  surprised 
at  the  misapprehension  and  mystifica- 
tion which  existed  as  to  what  pledge 
the  noble  Lord  gave;  for  they  knew 
that  similar  mystification  existed  as 
to  the  intrigue  which  was  carried,  and 
the  pledge  which  was  made,  on  behalf 
of  the  Whig  Party  at  the  Sheffield 
election. 

C  2 
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Mb.  FINIGAN  :  The  question  rests 
not  on  an  alleged  promise  of  the  noble 
Lord  to  vote  for  Home  Rule,  but  on  his 
promise  not  to  vote  against  it.  I  find  in 
'Ihe  Morning  News,  a  Presbyterian  organ 
of  Ulster,  this  statement  published  on 
the  22nd  of  May,  1878— 

"  The  support  of  the  Home  Rulers  was  de- 
liberately bargained  for  by  Lord  Castlereagh, 
and  was  purchased  by  a  promise  given  by  him 
not  to  vote  against  Homo  Kule." 

I  am  not  surprised  that  the  noble  Lord 
should  now  deny  in  public  what  he 
secretly  promised.  I  expected  nothing 
else  from  the  collateral  descendant  of  the 
infamous  Castlereagh  of  Union  times. 
['*  Oh,  oh !  "J  I  did  not,  and  could  not, 
expect  anything  else  &om  the  descend- 
ant of  one  of  such  infamous  notoriety. 
["Oh,  oh!"  "Order!"] 

IKELAND  —  THE    ENNISHOWEN 
FISHERY,  COUNTY  DONEGAL. 

BESOLUnON. 

Mr.  O'DONNELL,  in  rising  to  call 
attention  to  the  urgent  need  of  a  fishery 

Eier  and  harbour  at  Malin  Head,  Ennis- 
owen,  county  Donegal,  and  to  move — 

**  That  greater  facilities  than  are  now  avail- 
able should  be  ^nted  to  the  distressed  in- 
habitants for  raising  the  sum  of  money  re- 
quired," 

said,  if  he  cared  to  occupy  the  time  of 
the  House,  he  could  quote  copious  ex- 
tracts to  show  the  excessive  distress  pre- 
vailing at  Ennishowen  at  the  present 
time.  But  even  in  ordinary  times  the 
fishing  interests  of  Ireland  should  be 
the  object  of  a  great  deal  of  care  on 
the  part  of  the  Government ;  and  year 
after  year  the  Irish  Members  had  en- 
deavoured to  secure  some  attention  and 
care  in  this  respect  from  the  Govern- 
ment. The  whole  coast  of  Donegal, 
especially  that  part  of  it  lying  between 
Lough  Swilly  and  Lough  Foyle,  was  ex- 
posed to  the  fury  of  the  Atlantic  gales ; 
and  there  was  great  need,  therefore,  for 
some  protection  for  the  fishermen  in 
plying  their  dangerous  calling  in  that 
locality.  The  distress  round  Malin 
Head  was  now  extremely  severe ;  and 
he  thought  that  the  Government  ought 
to  take  the  opportunity  of  doing  a  work 
which  would  be  not  only  of  permanent 
benefit  to  the  locality,  but  of  tiie  highest 
advantage  in  relieving  and  mitigating 
the  prevalent  severe  distress.  Some 
time  ago  all  the  leading  persons  in  the 


district,  without  distinotion  of  poIitioB 
or  creed,  joined  in  a  Petition  for  a 
fishery  pier  and  harbour  being  erected 
at  Malin  Head,  and  a  local  inquiry  wu 
in  consequence  held  by  Mr.  Brady  and 
Mr.  Johnson,  the  Fishery  Inspectors, 
who  agreed  that  the  circumstancee  were 
such  that  there  was  an  urgent  need  for 
such  a  work  being  undertaken.  There 
was  a  good  case  in  favour  of  Gk)vera- 
ment  aid.  The  Board  of  Works  laid  it 
down  that  if  one-quarter  of  the  sum  re- 
quired was  raised  in  the  locality,  the  re- 
mainder would  be  advanced  by  them. 
In  ordinary  years  the  amount  could  be 
raised  in  the  locality ;  but  now  all  their 
energies  were  occupied  in  relieving  the 
necessities  of  the  country,  and  it  was 
quite  impossible  that  the  sum  required 
—about  £1,000 — could  be  raised.  If 
the  Government  would  hold  out  to  the 
locality  any  hope  that  the  entire  sum 
would  be  advanced  on  such  easy  terms 
as  money  was  advanced  to  landlords, 
they  mieht  set  to  work  to  construct  the 
pier  and  harbour,  and  thereby  relieve 
much  misery  and  afford  protection  to  the 
local  fishing  industry.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  in  this  case  oispense 
with  red-tapeism.  If  the  money  were 
advanced  to  the  inhabitants  on  the  same 
terms  as  to  the  landlords  he  did  not 
think  the  Treasury  would  suffer,  and  a 

great  benefit  would  be  conferred  on  the 
istrict.  It  was  literally  impossible  for 
any  fishing  industry  to  grow  up  on  such 
exposed  parts  of  the  Irish  coast  until 
something  was  done,  in  the  first  place, 
by  public  authority  and  at  the  public 
expense.  If  fishing  piers  and  harbours 
were  constructed  the  fishermen  could  in- 
vite capital ;  fishing  boats  of  an  im- 
proved character  would  be  employed  in 
the  trade,  as  they  would  be  protected 
against  stress  of  weather.  Through  the 
absolute  want  of  such  conveniences  the 
fishermen  could  now  only  drag  their 
boats  up  on  the  beach.  There  could  be 
nothing  but  the  most  wretched  sort  of 
fishing  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  especially 
in  Donegal,  until  the  Government 
afforded  liberal  assistance.  The  loss  to 
the  Treasury  would  be  recouped  in  a 
little  time,  and  there  would  result  a 
great  development  of  industry  and  pro- 
sperity. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "That"  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  wordi 
"  greater  fadlitiee  than  are  now  available  ihould 
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be  granted  to  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  the 
county  Donegal  for  raising  a  sum  of  money  re- 
quired for  the  erection  of  a  fishery  pier  and 
harbour  at  Malin  Head,  Ennishowen,  — {Mr. 
(yZhnnell,) 

— ^instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  words 
proposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question/' 

Mb.  O'CLERY,  in  supporting  the  Mo- 
tion of  the  hon  Member  for  Dungarvan, 
ur^ed  the  desirability  of  a  similar  work 
being  undertaken  at  Boss  and  Loop 
Heaa,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Shannon. 
Mr.  Brady,  one  of  the  Oommissionors  of 
Fisheries  in  Ireland,  had  pointed  out  the 
desirability  of  establishing  fishing  piers 
there,  and  had  clearly  shown  that  for  an 
expenditure  of  a  few  hundred  pounds 
the  fishing  population  of  that  one  locality 
might  realize  £2,000  a-year.  There 
could  be  no  better  way  of  helping  the 
people  than  by  such  advances,  and  it 
was  a  question  for  the  Goyernment  for  a 
time  to  deal  with. 

Sib  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  there  was  no  question  which  of  late 
had  more  pressed  itself  on  the  attention 
of  the  Qovemment  than  the  increase  of 
facilities  for  the  erection  of  piers  to  pro- 
tect the  fisheries.  The  Treasury  regula- 
tions on  the  subject  of  loans  had  been 
relaxed  ;  and  in  several  cases  where  one- 
fourth  of  the  cost  had  been  provided  by 
the  districts  concerned  the  Treasury  had 
consented  to  provide  the  remaining 
three-fourths.  Out  of  the  list  which  had 
been  recommended  by  the  Fishery  In- 
spectors five  had  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Government;  and  three  more  in  the 
County  Donegal  had  since>  been  sanc- 
tioned, at  his  instance,  l&om  representa- 
tions which  had  been  made  to  him  by 
the  noble  Marquess  the  Member  for 
Donegal  (the  Marquess  of  Hamilton). 
The  endeavour  of  the  Government  had 
always  been,  not  to  lose  sight  of  what 
he  believed  to  be  a  sound  principle — 
namely,  that  there  should  be  some  evi- 
dence of  local  interest  in  the  erection  of 
piers.  He  was  quite  aware  that  the 
harbour  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  also  in  the  list  of  those  which 
had  been  recommended  by  the  Fishery 
Oommissioners ;  but  it  was  lower  down, 
and  it  therefore  appeared  not  to  be  so 
important.  If  the  locality  was  much 
interested  in  its  erection,  application 
oould  be  made  under  the  Bill  for  the 


Belief  of  Distress  to  the  baronial  ses- 
sions, and  on  a  presentment  contribution 
could  be  obtained  from  the  Government 
on  easier  terms  than  those  granted  at 
ordinary  times.  Becognizing  the  fact 
that  fishery  piers  and  harbours  were  of 
material  assistance  to  those  who  were 
dependent  on  the  particular  industry 
under  consideration,  he  assured  hon. 
Members  that  the  question  would  always 
command  his  serious  attention. 

Generai.  Sir  GEOBGE  BALFOUB 
said,  he  yielded  to  no  Member  in  the 
desire  to  see  additional  harbours  con- 
structed and  old  harbours  improved.  To 
this  end  he  had  repeatedly  appealed  to 
the  Treasury ;  but  though  at  times  suc- 
cess was  likely  to  result  by  attention 
being  given  to  his  appeals,  he  was  sorry 
to  say  that  these  hopes  had  hitherto  not 
been  realized.  He  had  also  obtained 
in  1 876  an  important  Beturn  of  all  public 
expenditure  on  harbours  since  tne  be- 
ginning of  this  autumn,  and  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  find  that  an  outlay  of  nearly 
£10,000,000  had  been  incurred.  Now, 
he  would  like  to  know  how  much, 
amongst  the  £10,000,000  spent  on  these 
works,  had  been  spent  for  the  benefit  of 
the  country?  He  would  be  glad  if  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  could  point 
out  one  harbour  in  1 0  that  was  now  of 
use  to  the  country ;  and  he  would  even 
ask  how  many  of  those  upon  which  the 
money  had  been  expended  during  the 
last  six  years  in  Ireland  were  successful  ? 
[*'  Oh !"]  He  would  be  glad  to  be  cor- 
rected if  he  were  wrong.  He  quite  agreed 
with  his  hon.  Friend  that  by  the  expen- 
diture of  a  small  sum  of  money  much 
good  might  be  done  in  improving  the 
piers  or  harbours  for  fishery  purposes  ; 
but,  looking  to  what  had  been  the  result 
of  their  operations  in  Scotland,  as  well  as 
in  Ireland,  he  would  recommend  the 
Government,  before  they  undertook  to 
lay  out  more  money  on  piers  and  har- 
bours, to  ascertain  whether  the  engineers 
knew  how  to  construct  them.  Judging 
from  the  many  failures  in  the  designing 
of  new  harbour  works,  he  was  fully  jus- 
tified in  expressing  the  thought  that 
their  engineers  did  not  know  how  to  con- 
struct them.  He  had  repeatedly  urged 
that,  before  more  public  money  was 
spent  on  these  worKs,  inquiries  should 
be  made  by  engineers,  under  the  orders 
of  the  Government  of  the  country,  into 
all  harbours,  not  only  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  but  in  foreign  countries,  as  to 
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the  state  of  harbours  both  as  respected 
those  that  had  been  successful  as  well 
as  failures.  The  cost  of  this  investiga- 
tion need  not  be  large,  because  it  would 
be  easy  to  find  men  qualified  to  inquire 
and  report  thereon  at  moderate  remune- 
ration. On  these  reports,  and  with 
carefully- designed  plans,  obtained  they 
would  then  acquire  such  ample  know- 
ledge as  to  have  some  guarantee  for  their 
engineers  avoiding  the  mistakes  made  in 
the  past,  so  that  they  might  construct 
harbours  in  a  manner  that  would  reflect 
credit  upon  the  country.  Some  of  the 
harbours  in  Scotland  had  been  enormous 
failures.  They  had  been  constructed  on 
bad  principles,  and  of  bad  material,  and 
not  one  fraction  of  the  money  expended 
on  them  would  ever  come  back.  Whilst 
cautioning  the  Government  against  ex- 
pending money  on  harbours  wnich  were 
from  their  ignorance  most  likely  to  be 
unsuccessful,  he  must  add  that  he  did 
not  despair  of  improvement  in  this  direc- 
tion; but  it  could  only  be  secured  by 
proper  means.  The  question  would  then 
not  be  raised  as  to  money  being  fur- 
nished by  Government,  but  as  to  ob- 
taining permission  to  select  sites  where 
sea  works  could  be  allowed  to  be  thrown 
up.  The  funds  would  be  readily  found  by 
the  public,  because  good  harbours  would 
so  extend  their  fisheries  as  to  insure  sup- 
plies of  fish  more  valuable  than  the  land 
rental  of  the  district. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question,  ''That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and 
agreed  to, 

SUPPLY— ARMY  ESTIMATES. 
Supply — considered  in  Oommittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

DEPABTMENTAL  STATEMENT. 

Colonel  STANLEY:  In  rising  to 
move  the  Armv  Estimates  for  the  en- 
sidng  year,  I  feel,  in  comparison  with 
the  statements  which  it  has  been  my 
duty,  and  that  of  other  Ministers,  to 
make  on  this  occasion  in  previous  years, 
that  the  Estimates  of  the  ensuing  year 
win,  perhaps,  present  features  of  com- 
paratively uttle  interest  to  the  Commit- 
tee. It  has  been  the  custom  ever  since 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  late  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  succeeded  to  his  Office 
to  endeavour  to  give  to  the  House,  and 
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through  the  House  to  the  oountry,  the 
largest  possible  amount  of  information 
with  regard  to  the  Army,  by  statistics 
and  other  records  of  various   deacnp- 
tions.     Therefore,  I  feel  that  it  is  not  of 
the  highest  necessity,  and  not  being  a 
matter  of  necessity,  that  it  certainly  is 
not  advisable,  that  I  should  delav  the 
Committee  by  venturing  upon  any  aetaQ 
into  figures  with  which  they  already  are 
familiar  in  another  form,  although,  of 
course,  when  the  time  comes,  I  shall  be 
fully  ready  to  give  explanations  of  the 
figures  where  they  are  required.     There 
are,  however,  still  certain  points  of  in- 
terest which  from  time  to  time,  as  I  pro- 
ceed through  the  Estimates,  I  shall  en- 
deavour, I  hope  at  no  undue  length,  to 
bring  before  the  notice  of  the  Committee. 
At  the  same  time,  I  am  bound  at  once 
to  express  my  regret  that  oiroumstancee 
have  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  carry 
out  as  I  should  have  wished  the  pro- 
mises that  I  made  at  this  time  last  year. 
It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  some  of 
those  who  take  an  interest  in  these  mat- 
ters that  at  the  time  when  the  Forces 
were  proceeding  to  the  Cape  and  to 
Zululand  last  year  great  attention  was 
drawn  to  the  mode  in  which,  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  battalions  are  made  up  for 
service  in  the  field.     That  is  a  subject 
upon  which  I  gave  the  House,  to  the 
best  of  my  power,  and  in  the  frankest 
manner,  all  the  information  that  came 
before  me.    I  endeavoiured,  I  hope  with- 
out casting  undue  blame  anywhere,  to 
point  out  what  I  thought  were  the  de- 
fects of   the    system  under  which  we 
were  then  worlang.    I  also  announced, 
although  obliged  to  speak  with   some 
reserve,  that  we  hoped  to  be  able  to  take 
steps  to  remedy  the  defects  which  im- 
peded the  work  of  our  existing  system. 
A  Committee,  as  many  hon.  Members 
are  already  aware,  was  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  officers  of  considerable  experi- 
ence and  distinction  in  various  branches 
of  the  Service,  which,  imder  the  presi- 
dency of  General  Lord  Airey,  undertook 
to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the  system 
of  short  service,  of  limited  battdions, 
of  brigade  depots,   and   certain  other 
matters,  and  to  report  in  what  details, 
or  in  what  respects,  that  system  was 
capable  of  being  made  more  efficient, 
and  to  work  more  smoothly.     Though  it 
may  be  a  matter  of  personal  regret  to 
myself  that  I  have  been  unable  to  re- 
ceive the  Eeport  of  the  Committee,  yet 
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I  am  bound,  on  the  other  hand,  to  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  paying  my 
tribute  of  acknowledgment  to  the  ex- 
treme care  and  assiduity  with  which 
those  Gentlemen  have  devoted  themselves 
to  the  duties  of  the  inquiry,  and  to  state 
in  the  most  public  manner  that,  though 
I  have  been  anxious  to  receive  a  Report 
from  them,  upon  which  I  could  recom- 
mend to  the  House  the  earliest  action 
possible,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  I'  have 
felt  that  the  subject  was  one  of  such  vast 
importance  that  it  would  be  unfair,  and 
I  may  add  even  wrong,  to  press  that 
Committee  to  come  to  a  premature  con- 
clusion. For  these  reasons  I  am  unable 
at  present  to  discuss  the  matters  with 
which  that  Committee  has  to  deal,  and 
I  hope  the  Committee  will  also  feel  that 
there  is  no  undue  reticence  on  my  part 
if  I  rather  deprecate  discussions  on 
points  on  which  I  am  unable  to  speak 
freely  at  the  present  time,  and  upon 
which  it  would  oe  something  more  than 
inconvenient  that  I  should  express  an 
ex  parte  or  preconceived  opinion.  I 
would  now  rather  suggest  to  the  Com- 
mittee, though  I  have  no  wish  to 
"  burke''  discussion,  that  it  will  be  for 
the  convenience  of  themselves  and  of 
the  House  generally — as  is  felt,  I  know, 
by  hon.  Members  who  take  an  interest 
in  such  matters — ^that  we  should  for  the 
present  defer  any  such  discussion  till  a 
time  when  Lord  Airey's  Committee  has 
presented  its  Beport ;  then,  if  it  be  neces- 
sary on  it  to  take  legislative  action,  it 
will  be  my  duty  to  bring  the  subject  be- 
fore the  House ;  or,  if  it  is  not  necessary, 
I  will  take  care  to  offer  such  facilities  in 
my  power  as  will  allow  full  opportunities 
for  discussion  of  their  proposals.  I 
think,  therefore,  we  shall  do  better  to 
discuss  the  matter  after  we  have  seen 
what  is  the  opinion  of  experts  upon  the 
matter.  With  these  remarks,  I  propose, 
to  that  extent,  to  pass  from  the  question 
of  system  and  of  organization.  It  may 
be  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  Committee 
to  know,  before  I  pass  to  the  question  of 
the  numbers  of  men  enlisted  during  the 
past  year,  that  the  number  of  officers 
who  have  joined  the  Service  since  I  last 
addressed  the  Committee  amounts  to 
482;  that  the  number  of  officers  who 
have  left  amounts  to  422  ;  and,  with  re- 
gard to  another  matter— of  which  I  can 
only  speak  generallv — that  at  the  present 
time  ^404  officers  have  put  down  thoir 
luunea  to  join  the  list  of  officers  for  the 


Beserve,  for  service  in  the  field  or  other- 
wise, if  necessary.  Now,  of  this  Reserve 
of  officers,  the  Committee  may  further 
like  to  know,  of  ihose  who  are  liable 
upon  their  retirement  to  serve,  there  are 
190 ;  the  retired  officers  in  no  way  liable 
who  applied  for  commissions  amounts  to 
59;  the  officers  of  the  Militia,  Yeomanry 
Cavalry,  and  Volunteers  are  149,  not  in- 
cluding certain  applications  which  have 
been  received  from  field  officers ;  and 
there  are,  in  addition  to  these,  some  few 
cases  where  officers  have  applied  to  join, 
but  where  they  have  to  undergo  the  ne- 
cessary examination.  That  makes  a 
total  of  404.  The  amount  paid  by  the 
Army  Purchase  Commissioners  as  com- 
pensation to  officers  from  the  1st  of 
April,  1879,  to  the  present  date,  as 
nearly  as  I  can  ascertain  it,  is  £204,567 ; 
there  is  besides  £12,083  paid  to  officers 
of  the  Indian  Ordnance  Corps  under 
the  Act  of  1874-5;  making  a  total  of 
£216,550.  There  are  also,  of  course, 
certain  claims  of  other  officers  before 
the  Commissioners  upon  which  a  final 
settlement  has  not  yet  been  arrived  at. 
With  regard  to  explanations  as  to  the 
causes  of  increase  or  decrease  in  the  In- 
fantry in  the  various  accessory  Papers 
issued,  together  with  the  Estimates,  these 
will  be  found  given  as  fully  as  possible. 
At  the  present  time  there  are  5  bat- 
talions of  Infantry  temporarily  detained 
in  India ;  1  battalion  of  Horse  Artil- 
lery, 1  battery  of  Field  Artillery,  and 
4  batteries  of  Garrison  Artillery  are 
also  at  this  moment  detained  in  In- 
dia. The  15th  Hussars  are  also  de- 
tained there;  but  the  normal  force  of 
Cavalry  in  the  country  is  not  exceeded, 
because  the  Queen's  Dragoon  Guards, 
who  were  to  have  gone  to  India,  are  in 
a  temporary  exigency  detained  at  the 
Cape,  and  that  leaves  the  Force  at  the 
number  specified  in  the  Estimates.  I 
must  make  one  exception  with  regard  to 
the  Staff  which  is  taken  in  the  Estimates 
for  the  Cape.  It  is  stated  in  the  Esti- 
mates as  one  Lieutenant  General  and 
one  Colonel  of  the  Staff.  Communica- 
tions have  been  going  on  between  the 
Cape  authorities  and  themselves  as  to 
the  division  of  the  Forces  for  greater 
convenience  into  a  command  of  less  di- 
mensions at  the  Cape,  and  a  separate 
command  also  of  less  dimensions  united 
to  a  single  command  at  Natal  and  in  the 
Transvf^.  Unfortunately,  negotiations 
were  still  in  progress  by  telegraph,  when 
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an  accident  happened  to  the  direct  line 
of  cable,  and,  consequently,  our  mes- 
sages had  to  be  transferred  to  the  old 
line  round  by  Madeira.  That  has  caused 
the  delay  in  the  reply  received  from  the 
Cape;  and,  therefore,  the  Committee  will 
be  kind  enough  to  understand  that  the 
decision  upon  this  point  is  not  absolutely 
final.  I  think,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
only  fair,  as  the  matter  is  placed  in  de- 
tail in  the  Estimates,  that  this  should 
be  fully  stated.  There  is  no  essential 
alteration  this  year  in  the  number  of 
officers  or  of  men  from  that  intended  to 
have  taken  place  and  explained  in  detail 
last  year.  The  Committee  will  remember 
that  it  was  my  duty  to  explain  that  it 
had  been  intended  to  reduce  the  total 
amount  of  the  Force  by  about  4,000 
men,  and  that  that  decrease  was  sus- 
pended at  the  last  moment  by  the  unfor- 
tunate necessity  of  sending  troops  to  the 
Cape.  It  was  then  too  late  to  take  the 
Estimates  on  that  basis,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  add  an  amount  and  a  certain 
number  of  men  9n  hloo  to  the  Estimates. 
Estimates  had  been  generally  prepared 
before  the  announcement  of  the  disaster 
of  Isandlana  came  to  hand,  and  it  is  on 
that  basis  that  the  present  Estimates 
have  been  prepared.  I  have  said  that 
we  have  made  no  change  as  regards  the 
number  of  officers.  I  think,  Sir,  while 
speaking  of  the  officers,  that  I  may,  per- 
haps, be  allowed  to  pay  a  tribute  which 
I  mink  is  due  to  the  regimental  officers 
generally,  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
have  tried  to  carry  out  their  duties  in 
the  matters  affecting  their  command. 
Last  year  it  was  my  duty  to  show  the 
Committee  what  was  the  result,  to  my 
mind,  of  the  unfortunate  necessity  of 
bringing  together  men  from  different 
battadions.  I  am  desirous,  therefore,  to 
pay  my  earliest  tribute  to  the  care  and 
attention  with  which  the  regimental  offi- 
cers took  over  those  large  drafts  and 
worked  them  into  their  regimental  sys- 
tem. It  is,  we  know,  considered  at  all 
times  by  many,  with  our  system  of  short 
service,  a  somewhat  thankless  task  to  do 
this ;  and,  therefore,  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  the  assiduity,  and  the  care,  and  the 
ability  with  which  the  regimental  offi- 
cers have  worked  have  left  nothing  to 
be  desired  so  far  as  they  were  concerned. 
Now,  as  bearing  on  the  question  of  the 
officers,  I  should  like  to  say  one  word 
with  regard  to  the  Pay  Department. 
That  continues  to  offer  an  outlet  to  a 
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number  of  officers,  which  is  not  only  not 
unacceptable  to  themselves,  but  is  in 
many  cases  beneficial  to  the  Pablio  Ser- 
vice, allowing,  as  it  does,  officers  to  re- 
main connected  with  the  Service  who 
otherwise  would  have  been  compeUed, 
either  from  physical  causes  or  from  the 
necessity  of  retiring  by  the  Oompolaoiy 
Clause  of  the  Boyal  Warrant,  to  discon- 
nect themselves  from  the  Service  to 
which  they  are  attached.  The  Acoonntant 
General,  under  whose  able  presidency 
this  Department  was  formed,  tells  me 
that  although  the  number  of  paymasters 
has  been  slightly  reduced  the  advan- 
tages of  the  system  continue  to  be  appre- 
ciated, and  that  the  experience  of  the 
Army  Pay  Department,  as  compared  with 
the  former  system,  continues  to  be  very 
satisfactory.  Its  working  on  active  ser- 
vice received  fair  trial  during  the  recent 
operations  at  the  Cape.  It  is  stated  that 
the  testimony  of  general  officers  in  com- 
mand has  been  nilly  in  favour  of  this 
principle,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
Department  will  be  of  the  gpreatest  ser- 
vice to  officers  holding  responsible  com- 
mands. There  continues  to  be  no  lack 
of  candidates  from  the  combatant  branch 
to  supply  vacancies.  Forty-five  officers 
were  gazetted  to  this  branch  last  year, 
making  102  since  the  first  introduction 
of  the  system,  and  18  more  are  now 
awaiting  the  approbation  of  the  Depart- 
ment; so  that  in  less  than  two  years 
this  work  may  be  said  to  have  provided 
employment  for  no  less  than  120  officers. 
There  are  also  now  many  candidates 
awaiting  to  be  nominated.  Besides  the  ad- 
vantage of  such  an  outlet,  the  efficiency  of 
the  Department  appears  to  be  all  that  is 
desired;  and  I  think  I  am  not  otherwise 
than  justified  in  claiming  for  the  present 
Accountant  General,  and  my  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  the  Financial  Secretary, 
and  those  who  have  to  carry  out  this  sys- 
tem, the  due  meed  of  gratitude  for  such 
successful  results.  Passing  from  the  ques- 
tion of  the  officers,  and  taking  that  point 
which  is  necessarily  one  of  the  main 
points  of  interest,  I  find  that  25,927  men 
joined  during  the  year  1879,  as  ag^ainst 
28,325  in  the  year  1878,  and  28,728  in 
the  year  1877.  The  falling-off  is  attri- 
butable partly  to  the  high  standard 
which  has  prevailed  during  the  gpreater 
part  of  the  year,  and  also,  I  am  very 
glad  to  say,  very  much  to  the  increased 
care  which  is  exercised  in  passing  re- 
cruits.   Begulations   are   also  now  in 
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oourae  of  preparation  embodying  instruc- 
tions which  have  been  already  issued 
with  regard  to  the  medical  inspection  of 
recruits,  and  providing  in  a  still  greater 
degree  for  even  more  careful  medical 
examination,  not  only  by  officers  of  the 
Medical  Department,  but  also  by  the 
civil  medical  practitioners  employed  in 
this  duty.  We  have  been  using  in  the 
year  just  closed  the  same  machinery  for 
recruiting  purposes  as  in  previous  years 
— namely,  the  sub-district  organization, 
coupled  with  the  London  and  Dublin 
Bub-districts ;  and,  thirdly,  the  head- 
quarter recruiting.  The  number  of  re- 
cruits raised  in  the  sub-districts  was 
15,900  odd  in  1879,  as  against  17,181  in 
1878,  and  17,380  in  1877.  This  shows 
a  alight  decrease  at  the  brigade  depots, 
and  m  the  number  of  men  raised  in  the 
respective  years.  As  regards  Militia- 
men who  have  enlisted  in  the  Army, 
there  were  7,159  in  1878,  against 
7,748  in  1878,  and  9,000  odd  in  1877. 
Although  the  recruiting,  as  I  have 
said,  has  slightly  fallen  off,  the  only 
corps  below  the  establishment  to  any 
considerable  extent  during  the  year  has 
been  the  Boyal  Artillery.  That  has 
arisen  from  the  fact  that  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  the  standard  was 
very  high.  Now,  we  come  to  that  point 
which  is  always  considered  of  so  much  im- 
portance in  connection  with  the  recruit- 
ing, and  is,  perhaps,  the  least  satisfac- 
tory part  of  this  question — namely,  the 
desertions.  In  1 879  there  were  4, 070  de- 
serters in  the  ordinary  or  general  sense  in 
which  that  term  is  used,  or  15  per  cent  of 
the  recruits.  In  1878  the  numbers  were 
6,416,  or  19  per  cent  of  the  recruits, 
while  in  1877  the  numbers  were  5,000, 
or  17  per  cent  of  the  recruits.  Therefore, 
in  the  year  1879,  there  was  a  decrease 
over  both  of  the  two  preceding  years.  It 
may,  perhaps,  be  of  interest  also  to  the 
Committee  to  learn  that  the  percentage 
of  deserters  to  recruits  is  smaller  than  it 
has  been  in  any  year  since  1870;  and 
that  year,  as  persons  know  who  are  in- 
terested in  the  matter,  was  a  year  which, 
from  various  causes,  was  entirely  excep- 
tional. That  was  also  in  itself  the 
smallest  percentage  of  any  year  since 
the  year  1 86 1 .  The  net  loss  from  deser- 
tions was  very  much  brought  down  by 
the  nmnber  ot  men  who  rejoined  their 
regiments  after  desertion,  and  which, 
amoanted  in  the  past  yeari  to  2,254 ;  so 
that  though  the  decrease  at  first  sight 


looked  large  the  net  loss  comes  down  to 
1,816,  though,  of  course,  I  do  not  say 
that  even  that  is  not  far  too  large.  That, 
however,  again  is  the  smallest  number 
since  the  year  1868.  The  number  of 
discharges  during  the  last  three  years 
has  not  materially  varied.  There  were 
15,209  in  1879,  15,198  in  1878,  and 
15.723  in  1877.  That  is,  of  course,  a 
very  large  number;  but  it  is  brought 
about  not  only  by  temporary  causes,  but 
by  the  fact  that  the  recruiting  20  or  21 
years  ago  was  exceptionally  heavy.  The 
discharges  by  purchase  were  in  1879 
2,495,  as  compared  with  2,058  in  1878, 
and  2,970  in  1877.  It  may,  perhaps,  be 
convenient  that  I  should  now  tell  the 
Committee,  as  far  as  I  am  aware  of  it, 
how  the  provisions  of  the  Army  Discipline 
and  Begulation  Act  passed  last  year  work 
in  connection  with  recruits,  especially  as 
regards  the  right  of  the  recruit  to  claim 
his  discharge  within  a  specified  period. 
This  is,  however,  a  section  as  to  which  I 
cannot  give  full  information,  because  it 
is  hardly  yet  in  operation,  and  has  only 
been  set  in  motion  very  recently.  The 
Inspector  General  of  Kecruiting  shares 
my  belief  that  this  finally  will  have  the 
effect  of  diminishing  the  desertions  in 

Eroportion  to  the  recruits.  It  will  be 
ome  in  mind,  of  course,  that  the  num- 
ber of  desertions  have  no  reference  what- 
ever to  the  number  of  recruits  enlisted 
during  the  same  period,  although  the 
figures  are  thus  compared.  It  is  very 
truly  said  that  an  ounce  of  practice  is 
worth  a  pound  of  theory,  and,  perhaps, 
upon  the  strength  of  that  proverb  the 
Committee  will  allow  me  to  read  what  I 
have  only  received  myself  this  day — 
namely,  the  views  of  the  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant General  of  the  London  recruiting 
district,  and  also  of  one  of  the  sergeants 
under  hijn.  Colonel  Field,  an  officer  of 
great  experience  writes,  '  ^  that  the  new 
system  of  enlistment  is  a  vast  im- 
provement on  the  old,  the  practice  of 
enlisting  for  the  sole  purpose  of  getting 
the  enlistment  money  and  as  many  days' 
pay  as  possible,  without  any  intention  of 
joining  the  Army,  being  very  much  dimi- 
nished, and  that  fewer  bad  characters  now 
enter  and  re-enter  the  Army  than  for- 
merly. *  *  I  will  not  trouble  th  e  Committee 
with  Sergeant  Major  Hunter's  letter ;  but 
he  says  that  desertions  are  much  less  fre- 
quent now  than  formerly,  and  that  the 
enlistments  have  been  36  as  against  7, 
and  the  payments  £1  18«.  9d,  as  against- 
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£12  19«.  lOd.     That  skows  what  the 
saving  to  the  public  is  in  the  enlistment 
shilling  and  in  the  one  or  two  days'  pay 
which  the  men  were  formerly  in  the  habit 
of  drawing  the  moment  they  were  en- 
listed. I  have  jost  given  the  leading  points 
as  concerns  the  men,  and  I  now  proceed 
to  pass  from  Vote  1 .   It  will  be  ooserved 
by  the  Committee  that  the  Vote  has,  in 
some  degree,  been  increased  this  year 
by  the  necessity  for  purchasing  horses, 
which  we  were  able  to  dispense  with 
last  year,  as  we  kept  on  with  those  pur- 
chased under  the  Vote  of  Credit,  ana  we 
hare  now,  in  consequence,  to  make  rather 
larger  purchases.     There  is  also  a  small 
point  in  connection  with  the  Veterinary 
Department,  which,  although  its    final 
form  has  not  been  altogether  agpreed  to, 
I  may,  perhaps,  touch  upon.  It  has  long 
been  felt  that  there  has  been  a  gpreat 
want  of  systematic  instruction,  both  for 
veterinary  sui^eons  and  for  the  officers 
concerned  in  the  management  of  horses  ; 
but  I  hope  that  in  the  course  of  the  en- 
suing year,   by  beginning  on    modest 
dimensions  with  no  expensive  buildings 
nor  staff,   but  using   those  which  we 
already  possess,  we  may  be  enabled  to 
establish  something  in  the  nature  of 
a  Veterinary  School  at  Aldershot,   by 
which  I  think  the  Service  will  be  greatly 
benefited;  and  I  feel  bound  to  express  my 
sense  of  the  manner  in  which  a  gallant 
officer,  well  known  to  many  here  present 
— Sir  Frederick  Fitz  Wyeram — has  been 
good  enough  to  give  us  his  assistance  in 
this  matter.    Upon  Vote  2  I  think  there 
is  hardly  any  remark  which  it  is  neces- 
sary for  me  to  make.     That  is  explained 
in  the  Paper  showing  the  amount  of 
variation,  wherein  it  appears  that  there 
was  a  small  increase  under  one  head 
and  a  slight  diminution  under  another. 
As  regards  Vote  3,  that  is  also  substan- 
tially unchanged.     I  may  mention,  how- 
ever,   that    the  Committee  appointed, 
partly  in  consequence  of  the  promise 
which  I  give  here,  and  partly  in  conse- 
quence of  what  took  place  during  the 
passing  of   the    Army  Discipline    and 
Begulation  Bill,  is  at  present  occupied 
in   investigating  as  to   the  best  mode 
of    dealing    with    military    prisoners, 
taken  in  connection  with  the  Army  Dis- 
cipline and  Begulation  Act  and  with  the 
Prisons  Act  of  former  times.   That  Com- 
mittee, which,  I  believe,  is  presided  over 
by  Mr.  Liddell,  the  Permanent  Under 
Secretary  of   the   Home   Department, 
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and  which  numbers  amon^  its  Mem- 
bers Sir  Charles  Du  Cane  and  Mr.  Knox, 
is  engaged  in  practical  researchee;  audi 
have  every  reason  to  hope  that  their  Be- 

Eort,  when  received,  will  be  such  as  can 
e  promptly  and  efficiently  acted  upon. 
With  regard  to  Vote  4, 1  am  glad  to  say 
that  it  has  assumed  a  different  position 
this  year  from  that  in  which  it  stood 
when  the  Estimates  of  last  year  were 
proposed.     Since    the  Committee  were 
last    enge^ed    upon    this    matter    the 
Medical  Warrant  has  been  issued;  and  I 
am  glad  to  say  that,  although  I  amfoUy 
aware  no  one  in  this  world  can  please 
everybody,  there  is  a  great  concurrence 
of  opinion  in  favour  of  that  Warrant 
as  it  now  stands.     I  think  it  will  be 
seen  that  through  the  liberality  displayed 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  the 
Government  have    shown    an    anxious 
desire  to  benefit  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment ;  and  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  their 
endeavours  have  not  only  been  8iiooees« 
ful  in    attracting  candidates,   but  Uiat 
these  are  of  a  considerably  better  class 
than  those  brought  to  the  work  foryears 
past.    There  seems  to  be  a  consensus  of 
opinion  that  the  Warrant  is  so  far  libe- 
ral that  if  it  does  not  attract  candidates 
to  the  Service  nothing  will.  There  have 
been  two   examinations   of  candidates 
since  December  last,  when  the  Warrant 
was  issued,  at  the  first  of  which  72  can- 
didates passed  out  of  76  who  offered 
themselves    for    examination;    on    the 
second  occasioni  out   of   42  candidates 
who  competed,  36   fully    came   up   to 
the    required  standard   and    were   ac- 
cepted; so  that  we  have   had,  within 
the    space    of    little    more    than    two 
months,  107  successful  candidates  out  of 
the  118  who  presented  themselves  for 
examination.     Both  in  South  Africa  and 
in  Afghanistan  the  general  officers  in 
command  have  spoken  in  the  highest 
terms  of  the  efficiency,  zeal,  and  seu-de- 
votion  of  all  ranks  of  medical  officers  ; 
and  I  am  afraid  that  there  is  melancholy 
evidence  in  confirmation  of  this  in  the 
large    number  of  men  who  have  suc- 
cumbed to  the  hard  work  which  they  had 
to  undergo  in  the  Indian  Forces.     Per- 
haps the  Committee  will  forgive  me  for 
referring  for  one  moment  to  the  loss 
which  the  medical  world  and  Medical 
Service  have  sustained  by  the  death, 
at  Sherpur,  of  Deputy  Surgeon  Oeneral 
Porter,  an  officer  whose  arrangements 
for  all  the  medical  duties  of  the  cam- 
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paig^  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  and  who 
saccambed  as  certainly  in  the  execution 
of  his  duty  as  if  he  had  been  killed  in 
action.  Both  in  the  medical  world  and 
among  his  countrymen  he  leaves  a  repu- 
tation to  which  his  friends  may  look 
back  with  satisfaction,  and  a  memory 
dear  to  all  those  who  knew  him.  There 
is  another  point  in  connection  with  the 
Medical  Service  to  which  I  should  like 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee. 
During  the  recent  attack  on  Sococoeni's 
camp,  the  '*  bearer  companies  "  were,  for 
the  first  time,  fully  organized ;  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  know  that  this  organiza- 
tion, under  the  direction  of  Surgeon 
Major  Hector,  was  attended  with  the 
very  best  results.  I  consider  it  import- 
ant that  I  should  draw  attention  to  this 
fact,  because  the  establishment  of 
"  bearer  companies  "  is  in  itself  a  very 
marked  feature  in  field  medical  organi- 
zation. I  believe  I  am  entitled  to  read 
a  letter,  although  it  was  not  written 
with  that  object,  from  Colonel  Bracken- 
bury  to  one  of  the  Surgeon  Ghenerals, 
and  which  expresses  more  tersely  than  I 
can  the  advantages  which  arose  from 
the  establishment  of  this  body.  The 
letter  contains  the  following  passage : — 

"  I  do  not  think  the  best  trained  Aldershot 
bearer  company  could  have  done  better.  It 
was  a  sight  to  see,  for  I  suppose  it  was  the  first 
action  fought  by  our  troops  of  which  it  can  be 
■aid  that  not  one  single  fighting  man  left  the 
ranks  to  take  wounded  to  the  rear,  although  we 
had  49  officers  and  men  killed  and  wounded. 
It  was  a  trial,  though  on  a  small  scale,  and  I  am 
■atisfied  that  the  system  ia  sound.  I  certainly 
hope  Hector  will  receive  tiie  appreciation  he 
deserveif.*' 

A  more  official  Keport  of  the  principal 
medical  officer  states — 

*'  In  conclusion,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  say- 
ing that  after  an  interview  with  Colonel  Bakor 
Rossell,  who  led  the  main  attack  on  Secocoeni's 
town,  I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  excellent  ar- 
rangement for  the  treatment  of  the  wounded, 
ana  state  that  nothing  was  left  to  be  desired  in 
this  respect,  so  efficiently  and  rapidly  did  the 
bearer  companies,  under  Surgeon  Maior  Hector, 
perform  their  duties,  that  no  wounded  European 
or  Native  was  left  two  minutes  on  the  ground 
before  being  removed  to  the  dressing  station. 
Everything  that  foresight  could  have  devised  was 
in  readiness  for  the  wounded.*' 


Bat  I  must  not  trespass  unduly  upon 
the  time  of  the  Committee  in  this  matter. 
It  will  be  observed  by  those  who  have 
the  interest  of  medical  officers  at  heart 
that  two  g^reat  points  have  been  consi- 
dered in  Uie  Medical  Warrant  recently 


issued,   one  of  which  has  been*^  made 
clear  and  the  other  conceded.     Subject 
to  certain  conditions,  exchanges  are  now 
as  absolutely  free  in  this  Department  as 
in  the  combatant  branch  of  the  Service, 
no  exchange  being  refused  unless  it  is 
believed  that  an  officer  is  exchanging  to 
go  out  to  India  who  has  been  very  re- 
cently invalided  from  a  sickly  climate. 
With  this  exception,  exchanges  are  now 
as  free  as  in  any  other  branch  of  the 
Service.     Then  there  has  been  the  con- 
cession of  forage  to  surgeons,  the  grant- 
ing of  which  has  been  treated  by  almost 
all  of  them  as  a  genuine  and  welcome 
concession.     We  have  also  introduced 
a  system  under  which  half-pay  payments 
are  made  at  depots  and  other  places 
where  there  is  hardly  work  enough  to 
employ  an  Army  medical  officer,    but 
where  work  can  be  done  by  those  who 
are  willing  to  accept  temporanr  occupa- 
tion at  a  lower  rate  of  pay.     Under  this 
system  21  medical  officers  on  half-pay 
and  six  Militia  medical  officers  have  been 
appointed  at  the  stationary  posts.    The 
health  of  the    Army  during  the  last 
year,  I  am  glad  to  inform  the  Committee, 
has  been  satisfactory.    The  rates  of  ad- 
mission into  hospital  has  been  8 '27  per 
1,000,  and  the  death  rate  7*37,  which, 
compared  with  the  rates  of    previous 
years,  gives  a  slightly  higher  rate  of  ad- 
missions.    There  has  been  an  increase 
of  sickness,  however,  at  Gibraltar,  Ca- 
nada, Ceylon,  Bombay,  and  in  Bengal ; 
but  diminution  of  sickness  in  the  West 
Indies,  Mauritius,  and  other  places.     It 
is  difficult  to  make  any  fair  comparison, 
nor  can  any  comparison  be  made,   be- 
tween the  health  of  the  combined  Forces 
at  the  Capo  of  Good  Hope  and  St.  Helena 
owing  to  the  Zulu  War.     The  increase 
of  the  rate  of  admission  to  hospital  in 
Bengal  is  stated  to  have  been  due  to 
cholera  which  broke  out  amongst    the 
troops  on  active  service  on  their  return, 
while  the  increase  of  sickness  at  Gibraltar 
is  stated  to  have  arisen  from  paroxysmal 
fevers  contracted  in  Cyprus  by  the  42nd 
and  71st  Regiments.     With  regard  to 
Cyprus,  I  am  glad  to  point  out  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  there  has  been  a  marked  im- 
provement in  the  health  of  the  troops 
stationed  in  that  island,  the  death  rate 
having  decreased  to  25' 14,  and  the  last 
Heport     showed     a     marked     diminu- 
tion   in   the    number    of    fever    cases 
during  the   last  year   that  I  consider 
to   be  very  satisfactory.    I  have  a  word 
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or  two  to  say,  in  addition  to  the 
remarks  which  I  made  concerning  the 
42nd  and  71st  Begiments.  I  have  made 
inquiry  at  the  places  were  these  regi- 
ments are  now  stationed,  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  their  health  is  good  in  all 
respects,  and  that  they  seemed  to  enjoy 
an  entire  immunity  from  malarious  af- 
fections. Passing  from  the  Medical 
Vote,  I  come  to  that  for  Militia  Pay  and 
Allowances.  The  number  of  men  serv- 
ing in  the  Militia  is  larger  than  in  the 
previous  year ;  and  the  Vote  is  further 
increased  in  consequence  of  the  period 
of  training  being  extended  from  20  to 
27  days.  On  the  Ist  of  February  of 
this  year  the  number  of  men  was 
120,623,  as  against  114,603  on  the  es- 
tablishment during  the  previous  year. 
There  is  one  point  in  connection  with  this 
Vote  about  which  I  should  like  to  speak. 
It  has  been  pointed  out  and  freely  ad- 
mitted by  those  who  know  most  of  the 
matter  that  one  of  the  weak  points  in 
our  Militia  system  is  the  want  of  suffi- 
cient musketry  instruction.  In  these 
days  rifle  instruction  appears  to  us  to  be 
a  matter  of  the  greatest  possible  im- 
portance ;  and  though  it  is  unadvisable 
to  ask  the  House,  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, so  far  to  extend  the  period 
of  Militia  training  as  to  enable  a  full 
course  of  musketry  instruction  to  be 
gone  through,  it  has  been  thought  de- 
sirable to  take  some  steps  in  the  matter. 
Arrangements  are  accordingly  being 
made  to  take  a  certain  number  of  Militia 
regiments  at  one  time — say,  in  their  fifth, 
sixth,  or  seventh  training — which  shall  go 
not  only  through  their  imperfect  course 
as  hitherto,  but  also  through  the  same  per- 
fect course  of  training  given  to  soldiers  in 
the  Kegular  Army.  This  arrangement 
will  not  have  the  immediate  effect  of  in- 
suring for  every  man  the  training  of  the 
Beguiar  Service ;  but  it  has  recommended 
itself  to  the  authorities  as  the  best  com- 

Sromise,  and  we  propose  to  apply  it 
uring  the  ensuing  year  to  a  certain 
number  of  regiments,  within,  of  course, 
the  period  of  27  days'  training.  The 
number  of  men  who  enlisted  in  the 
Militia  during  the  last  year  was  32,788, 
as  against  39,375  in  the  year  1878,  and 
39,701  in  the  year  1877.  This,  of  course, 
shows  a  decrease,  which,  however,  must 
not  be  taken  alone,  for  it  is  to  be  ob- 
served that  there  is  also  a  considerable 
reduction  in  the  number  of  desertions, 
80  that  the  diminution  in  the  total  num- 

Colonel  StanUy 


ber  of  men  is  not  so  g^at  as  would  at 
first  sight  appear.      For  instance,  the 
number  of  deserters  in  the   year  1877 
was  15,000,  in   1878  14,000,   while  in 
1879  the  number  was  reduced  to  10,000 
— a  very  satisfactory  and   considerable 
decrease.     It  shows  that  the  Enlistment 
Act,  if  proper  care  is  taken  with  r^ard 
to  its  working,  does  tend  to  the  results 
which  were  anticipated.     X  may  express 
my  opinion  that  no  person  is  more  com- 
petent to  deal  with  the  evil  of  desertion 
and  to  suggest  a  remedy  for  it  than  the 
present  Inspector  Qeneral  of  Hecniiting, 
U-eneral  Bulwer,  who  has  under  him  the 
recruiting  both  of  the  Militia  and  of  the 
line.     It  was  thought  unadvisable  to 
publish  his  Beport  on  the  subject  of  de- 
sertion as  a  separate  Paper ;  but  I  will 
take  care  that  this  document  relating  to 
the  working  of  the  Act  of    1870,  and 
which  is  full  of  points  of  interest  to 
the  Committee,  shsul  be  presented  in  the 
ensuing  year.    I  must  add  that  the  re- 
enrolments  continue  to  be  applied  for  in 
the  different  regiments;  and  although 
they  have  somewhat  fallen  off  in  num- 
bers, their  actual  number  is  not  an  exact 
guide  to  the  working  of  the  system,  nor 
is  that  system  discredited  by  a  falling-off 
due  to  well-known  and  not  unsatisfac- 
tory causes.     I  now  pass  on  to  the  Vote 
for    the  Yeomanry.     With  respect    to 
that,  it  will  be  observed  that  we  are  onoe 
more  taking  the  nay  for  their  full  train- 
ing.   I  am  mucn  strengthened  in  my 
opinion  as  to  the  necessity  and  desir- 
aoility  of  that  Force  by  the  confidential 
reports  of  commanding  officers,  who  seem 
to  consider  that  out  of  the  Yeomanry  as 
it  now  stands  may  be  obtained  the  ma- 
terial for  a  most  useful  auxiliary  local 
Force.   It  is,  therefore,  I  think,  my  duty 
to  encourage  that  Force  within  proper 
limits.     There  will  be  both  recruit  dnlls 
and  troop  drills  during  the  present  year ; 
and  the  Committee  will  remember  that 
last  year  it  was  thought  advisable  that 
the  men  should  go  out  for  troop  drill 
alone.     This  year,  however,  we  propose 
to  take  the  full  amount  for  the  eight  days' 
training.     In  certain  districts  where  uie 
farmers  have  suffered  very  considerably 
application  has  been  made  that  the  men 
should  be  called  out  for  their  full  duty; 
and  in  those  cases  I  have  thought  it 
right  to  allow  them  to  go  out,  as  on  the 
last  occasion,  for  four  troop  drills,  receiv- 
ing; the  pay  they  had  last  year.   That,  I 
think,  is  a  plan  which  would  give  the 
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largest  amount  of  elasticity;  but  it  is 
intended  to  couple  with  the  payment  the 
reservation  that  the  drill  shall  be  con- 
ducted under  inspection.  I  pass  now  to 
the  Volunteer  Corps  Pay  and  Allowances. 
This  Vote  shows,  even  by  its  increase, 
that  the  Volunteer  Force  is  in  a  pros- 
perous condition.  The  increase  in  the 
Vote  is  due  to  the  charge  for  capitation 
grants  earned  by  a  larger  number  of 
men  who  are  returned  as  efficient.  We 
have  also  taken  a  rather  larger  amount 
for  the  training  of  Volunteers  in  camp, 
respecting  the  desirability  of  which  I 
think  there  can  be  but  one  opinion. 
However,  although  I  am  strongly  in 
favour  of  this  form  of  training,  I  am 
bound  to  warn  my  friends  of  the  Volun- 
teer Force  that  the  money  I  can  ask  for 
from  Parliament  is  not  without  limit; 
and  thev  must  not  be  surprised  if, 
where  were  are  many  among  them 
desirous  of  g^ing  under  canvas,  some 
choice  has  to  be  made  between  them. 
The  Committee  suggested  that  adminis- 
trative regiments  should  be  consolidated, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  those  regulations 
have  been  taken  up  in  the  best  possible 
spirit.  Twenty-one  administrative  regi- 
ments have  been  consolidated  up  to  the 
present  time  ;  and  107  smaller  corps, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 
were  hardly  aole  to  exist  conveniently 
by  themselves,  have  been  absorbed  in 
those  administrative  regiments.  Of 
course,  as  I  said  last  year,  the  proposal 
is  one  that  must  be  carried  out  care- 
fully. We  are  endeavouring  as  far  as 
possible  to  do  so,  with  all  due  regard  to 
the  individual  feelings  of  particular 
localities ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that, 
meeting  them,  I  hope,  in  a  fair  spirit,  and 
being  met  by  them  in  the  same  spirit, 
we  are  in  many  cases  able  to  carry  out 
these  administrative  changes  where  at 
first  it  was  thought  that  insuperable 
diffioidties  would  have  been  raised.  I 
hope  that  this  process,  which  will  un- 
doubtedly be  good  for  the  Service,  and 
also  good  in  a  financial  and  administra- 
tive point  of  view,  will  be  carried  further 
as  due  opportunity  occurs.  At  the  same 
time,  it  is  not  the  wish,  either  of  those 
who  act  with  me,  or  of  myself,  to  carry 
out  these  changes  with  undue  disregard 
to  the  feelings  even  of  the  smallest 
corps.  Well,  the  capitation  grants  and 
the  certificates^  and  many  other  matters 
connected  with  the  Volunteers,  are  known 
to  the    Committee    £rom   many    other 


sources ;  but  I  would  just  tell  them  that 
the  number  of  efficients  this  year  is 
197,485,  as  against  194,191  last  year, 
and  the  number  of  those  who  have 
earned  certificates  of  proficiency  is 
17,411,  as  against  17,054  last  year.  Let 
me  here  say  one  word,  although  it  is 
not  a  matter  which  immediately  concerns 
the  Estimates,  with  regard  to  a  question 
which  has  been  very  often  pressed  upon 
me  ;  and  I  choose  to  speak  of  it  here 
rather  than  in  connection  with  Vote  12 — 
and  that  is,  the  general  issue  of  Martini 
rifles  to  the  Volunteers.  Well,  now,  that 
may  be  a  matter  very  desirable  in  it- 
self ;  but  neither  on  economical,  financial 
nor  other  grounds,  could  it  be  recom- 
mended without  very  considerable  in- 
quiry. The  known  danger  is  so  very 
much  gpreater  with  the  Martini  that 
many  of  those  who  have  studied  the 
matter  most  closely  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  if  these  rifles  were  generally 
issued  many  Volunteer  ranges  through- 
out the  country  would  have  to  be  un- 
avoidably closed ;  and  that  in  itseK  forms 
a  reason  for  very  carefully  examining 
all  those  ranges  and  all  the  details  of 
rifle  practice  befere  any  general  issue 
takes  place.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
think  the  men  who  have  shown  that  they 
can  not  only  hit  the  butt,  but  a  smaU 
mark,  are  the  men  in  whose  hands  the 
rifle  may  be  trusted ;  and,  therefore,  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  allowing,  under 
the  management  of  the  National  Bifle 
Association,  a  considerable  number  of 
Martinis  to  be  still  retained  by  the 
Volunteers.  That  is  the  position  of  the 
matter  at  the  present  moment.  As  re- 
gards the  Army  Keserves,  the  numbers 
are  down  in  the  Estimates.  I  am  never 
willing  to  admit,  and  I  do  not  admit, 
that  the  Military  Service,  or  any  other 
Service  of  this  country,  admits  of  any 
political  difference;  and  I  am  sure  it 
will  not  be  accepted  at  all  as  being 
a  political  conmient,  if  I  call  attention 
just  in  passing  to  a  misapprehension  in 
connection  with  the  Beserves  into  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Greenwich  appears  to  have  fallen. 
In  the  course  of  some  of  his  speeches, 
he  spoke  of  the  Reserves  who  were  called 
out  in  1878,  apparently  with  the  infer- 
ence that  they  wore  created  by  my  noble 
Friend  and  Predecessor,  Lord  Cardwoll. 
Now,  I  am  sure  Lord  Cardwell  would 
be  one  of  the  last  men  to  claim  credit 
himself  for  anything  that  was  not  en- 
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is  thought  the  soldier  will  Bustain  by 

fiving  up  his  right  to  the  old  clothing, 
y  giving  a  further  issue  of  forage-oaps, 
probably  annually.  Well,  this  brings 
an  increased  charge  on  this  head  of 
£15,000;  but  the  proceeds  from  the  sale 
of  clothing  will  more  than  cover  the 
expense.  That,  however,  will  come 
under  the  head  of  an  Exchequer  re- 
ceipt ;  so  that,  although  the  increase  of 
the  Vote  is  more  than  balanced,  it  will, 
apparently,  make  no  difference  under 
the  present  system  upon  which  our  ac- 
counts are  made  up.  I  am  glad  to  say 
that  we  were  able  to  frame  our  Estimates 
upon  a  series  of  successful  purchases 
during  the  autumn  of  last  year,  and, 
therefore,  before  the  present  very  gpreat 
rise  in  all  woollen  and  other  materials 
had  taken  place.  And  here,  again,  I 
may  mention  that  the  reserve  of  clothing 
which  was  established  by  my  noble 
Friend  and  Predecessor  Lord  Cranbrook 
has,  in  the  course  of  the  past  year, 
proved  invaluable.  We  keep  a  reserve 
of  clothing  and  of  necessaries  sufficient 
to  eqtdp  a  considerable  number  of  men. 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  state  the 
numbers ;  but  this  reserve  enabled  the 
Department  to  keep  the  troops  in  South 
Africa  well  supplied  with  clothing,  and 
also  to  render  valuable  assistance  to 
India  in  the  recent  operations  in  Af- 
ghanistan. Although  it  really  does  not 
concern  the  Estimates,  it  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  the  Committee  to  say  that  the 
Clothing  Department  supplied  the  fol- 
lowing articles  to  India,  or  were  instru- 
ment^ in  doing  so: — 111,000  pairs  of 
boots,  over  220,000  pairs  of  woollen 
socks,  89,000  pairs  of  woollen  mitts. 
These  were  demanded  from  time  to  time 
by  telegraph,  and  in  all  cases  they  were 
shipped  in  a  few  days,  and  sometimes 
in  a  few  hours.  No  doubt,  the  reserve 
and  the  facilities  for  shipping  them  pro- 

Eerly  effected  a  considerable  saving.  We 
ave  always  endeavoured  to  make  the 
clothing  add  to  the  comfort  of  the 
soldier,  and  pea-jackets  and  forage-caps 
are  now  supplied  from  the  public  stores, 
instead  of  the  soldier  having,  as  for- 
merly, to  find  them  for  himseK.  We 
have  been  trying  experiments  in  the 
waterproofing  of  great  coats ;  and  I 
think  it  possible,  although  I  do  not 
speak  of  it  with  certainty,  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  we  shall  be  able  to 
make  such  arrangements  as  will  enable 
a  light  waterproof  cape  to  be  served  out 
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in  place  of  the  present  capes.  The 
waterproofing  of  great  coats  has  been 
carried  out  with  considerable  soooees ; 
but  it  is  still  under  trial.  I  understand 
it  adds  little  or  nothing  to  the  weight, 
and  the  coats  are  very  much  approved 
of  by  the  men  who  have  worn  than. 
Turning  to  boots,  we  now  give  hobnailed 
boots  instead  of  plain  soles,  which  is 
stated  to  be  very  considerably  to  the 
advantage  of  the  soldier.  X  am  bound 
to  say,  per  contra^  it  is  by  no  means  to 
the  advantage  of  the  barrack  floors; 
but  that,  perhaps,  is  a  minor  matter. 
A  slight  change  is  going  to  be  made  as 
regards  the  issue  of  clothing  to  the 
Household  Cavalry.  Hitherto,  they  have 
had  an  arrangement  by  which  they  re- 
ceived an  allowance  and  found  their 
own,  but  an  alteration  in  that  'system 
has  been  recommended  to  be  made ;  and 
as  soon  as  the  accounts  have  been  adjusted 
and  articles  in  wear  taken  over  from  them 
at  a  specified  rate,  arrangements  will  be 
made  for  the  future  by  which  they  will 
be  clothed  in  a  manner  similar  to  that 
in  which  the  rest  of  the  Army  are  dealt 
with.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  tem- 
porary disquiet  caused  by  the  new  ar- 
rangements in  the  clothing  factory  has 
now,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  passed  away. 
I  am  indebted  to  my  hon.  Friend  who 
usually  sits  opposite  (the  hon.  Member 
for  Oldham),  and  the  other  hon.  Members 
of  his  Committee,  for  the  efficient  and 
assiduous  manner  in  which  they,  at  con- 
siderable inconvenience  and  sacrifice  of 
their  time,  inquired  into  those  matters. 
We  thought  it  was  right  to  have  an  en- 
tirely impartial  Committee ;  and  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  their  Eeport,  which  is 
in  the  possession  of  the  House,  practi- 
cally exonerated  the  Department  from 
all  the  charges  that  were  made,  and  only 
pointed  out  certain  other  matters  in 
which  they  thought  there  was  room  for 
improvement — most  of  which,  my  noble 
Friend  informs  me,  have  been  attended 
to  and  carried  out.  It  was  quite  clear 
that,  comparing  the  wages  paid  at  the 
factory  with  the  wages  paid  elsewhere, 
we  were  not  only  justified,  but  positively 
right,  in  making  deductions,  painful  as 
it  might  be,  individually,  to  persons  who 
had  been  working  there  a  long  time. 
On  Vote  12,  it  will  be  seen  there  is  a 
reduction  of  £145,000.  This  is  esti- 
mated partly  because,  in  the  present 
state  of  matters,  we  are  rather  holding 
our  hands  as  regards  new  ordnance; 
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and  it  also  arises  from  the  fact  that  we 
intend  to  supply  practice  ammunition 
for  machine  guns,  which  has  hitherto 
been  supplied  from  the  private  factories. 
Now,  the  machine  guns  take  an  exceed- 
ingly costly  kind  of  ammunition,  and  it 
has  been  thought  possible  to  substitute 
iron  shot  for  steel  for  purposes  of  prac- 
tice. Iron  shot  for  practice  gives  very 
much  the  same  result;  and  the  expensive 
Bteel  shot  will,  therefore,  be  kept  for 
war  purposes  only.  This  is  a  matter 
upon  which,  in  common  with  many 
others,  I  am  yqty  much  in  the  hands  of 
my  right  hon.  Iriend  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty,  because  we  have  to  sup- 
ply what  the  Admiralty  demands ;  and 
1  must  bear  my  testimony  to  his  desire 
to  help  me,  as  far  as  he  reasonably  can 
do,  in  making  some  diminution  in  these 
Estimates.  Of  course,  I  speak  with 
that  gratitude  which  is  familiar  to 
the  Committee  and  to  most  people, 
as  a  sense  not  only  of  past  favours, 
but  of  favours  which  I  hope  to  derive 
in  the  future.  Now,  as  regards  the 
first  matter  of  large  ordnance,  I  think 
all  persons  who  are  interested  in  this 
matter  will  see  that,  from  various  causes, 
we  have  arrived  at  the  time  when  the 
question  of  large  ordnance  requires 
to  be  carefully  examined  and  considered. 
I  am  not  iiere  now  to  discuss,  per  se,  the 
relative  merits  of  muzzle-loading  or 
breech-loadine.  When  the  Estimates 
have  been  submitted  in  previous  years 
many  very  interesting  discussions  have 
been  raised  upon  this  question,  but  at 
times  that  were  not  opportune  for  deal- 
ing with  it.  I  wish  to  state  now,  before 
gomg  into  the  matter,  that  it  is  necessary 
to  clear  our  minds  of  much  that  has 
been  said  as  regards  our  present  posi- 
tion in  connection  with  large  ordnance, 
and  our  aversion,  in  former  years,  to 
copy  the  system  of  breech-loading  which 
had  been  adopted  in  foreign  parts.  8o 
little  was  there  any  objection  in  the 
minds  of  many  officers  to  breech-loading 
in  itself  as  a  system  of  heavy  ordnance 
that  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  stating 
that,  so  long  ago  as  1868,  the  principal 
Director  of  the  Artillery  Stores,  General 
Campbell,  then  in  charge  of  the  gun 
factory,  had  prepared  a  design  for  a  gun 
■imiliur  to  the  muzzle-loading  1 2-ton  gun 
of  that  time,  and  which  differed  from  it 
in  respect  only  of  the  substitution  of  a 
breech-loading  for  a  muzzle-loading  ar- 
rangement. But  at  that  time  the  powder 
was  of  a  different  character  from  that 
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which  is  used  at  the  present  time. 
Shorter  guns  altogether  were  in  use. 
And  then,  again,  I  might  say,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  we  were  not 
a  little  influenced  by  the  demands  which 
were  made  upon  us  by  the  Navy.  I  say 
nothing  as  to  whether  the  authorities  of 
the  Navy  were  right  or  wrong;  but 
there  imquestionably  was  a  disUke  on 
the  part  of  the  Navy  to  the  use  of  breech* 
loading  ordnance.  They  were  anxious, 
as  long  as  they  could,  to  keep  to  muzzle- 
loading  guns.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
authorities  in  the  Navy  were  unanimous 
upon  the  subject ;  but  it  was  the  view  of 
those  to  whose  opinion  deference  had 
to  be  paid.  Twenty-five- ton  guns  were 
asked  for  and  had  to  be  introduced  into 
the  Navy ;  the  advantage  of  the  28-ton 
gun  was  next  recognized.  It  was  soon 
replaced  by  the  35-ton  gun ;  and  in  the 
course  of  time  the  38-ton  gun  almost 
entirely  supplanted  the  35-ton  gun  in 
the  ^Javy.  At  the  present  time,  the  38- 
ton  gun  is  the  largest  in  practical  use 
in  the  Navy.  Now,  I  believe  that  in  the 
case  of  most  ships,  when  the  gun  comes 
home  to  the  extreme  of  the  recoil,  there 
is  something  like  18  inches  or  2  feet  be- 
tween the  gun  and  the  funnel  casing, 
and  the  other  obstacles  which  crowd  the 
ship's  deck.  If  the  length  of  the  gun 
was  to  be  increased  it  was  quite  clear  it 
would  not  come  home  for  loading ;  and, 
therefore,  we  must  have  regard  to  some 
other  system  than  muzzle-loading.  It, 
therefore,  became  clear  that  if  a  longer 
gun  was  a  necessity,  even  if  we  could 
greatly  increase  the  length  of  the  rammer 
stays  and  the  handling,  we  should  have 
to  increase  the  breadth  of  our  ships, 
which,  if  advisable  in  itself,  could  only 
be  a  matter  of  years  hence ;  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  we  must  adopt  some  other 
system  of  loading.  In  regard  to  the 
comparative  merits  of  breech-loading 
and  muzzle-loading  facts  are  better 
than  theories ;  and  Sir  "William  Arm- 
strong has  shown  that  with  breech- 
loading  and  muzzle-loading  guns  sii;ni- 
larly  constructed,  carrying  the  same 
charge,  and  mutatis  mutandis^  as  nearly 
alike  as  possible,  the  results  as  to  range 
and  other  matters  are  practically  the 
same.  Therefore,  I  venture  to  look  upon 
breech-loading  rather  as  a  matter  of  con- 
vonionce  and  arrangement  than  as  one 
in  itself  involving  an  increase  in  the 
power  of  the  gun.  It  is  quite  clear,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  to  have  the  full 
benefit  of  the  charges  of  powder  that 
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can  now  be  burnt,  it  is  necessary  that 
the  length  of  the  gun  and  its  calibre 
should  be  increased.  And  coming  from 
the  consideration  of  these  two  points,  so 
long  ago  as  November,  1878,  the  first 
orders  were  given  by  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Eustace  Cecil)  and  myself  for  the 
preparation  of  a  design  for  a  breech- 
loading  gun.  I  had  hoped  that  it  would 
have  been  made  by  the  present  time ; 
but  after  the  unfortunate  accident  that 
happened  on  board  the  Thundsrer,  in 
January,  it  was  felt  that  it  would  not 
be  time  lost  if  we  endeavoured  to  have 
a  scientific  investigation  into  that  un- 
fortunate accident  by  a  Committee,  so  as 
to  be  enabled  to  apply,  as  far  as  we 
coidd,  any  sound  principles  the  inquiry 
might  elicit  to  the  manufacture  of  the 
gun  of  the  future.  At  the  present  time 
it  seems  that  the  42-ton  breech-loading 
gun  will  soon  take  the  place  of  the  38- 
ton  breech-loading  gun.  It  is  not  in  a 
state  of  absolute  completion  at  this  mo- 
ment, but  considerable  progress  has  been 
made  with  it ;  and  I  doubt  not  that  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  financial  year  we 
shall  be  in  a  position  to  be  enabled, 
in  explaining  the  Votes  for  the  follow- 
ing year,  to  enter  into  the  question  in 
more  detail,  and  to  recommend  some 
practical  change.  I  have  spoken  of  the 
difficulty  of  dealing  with  long  guns  on 
board  ship ;  and  the  same  thing,  to  a 
certain  extent,  applies  to  casemates,  and, 
therefore,  affects  our  land  armaments. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Qal- 
way  (Major  Nolan)  will  recognize  the 
importance  of  that  point ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  will  agree  with  me  that 
the  consideration  of  breech-loading  guns 
touches  not  the  Navy  only,  but,  in  its  re- 
sults, affects  some  portion  of  the  land 
armaments.  At  the  same  time,  I  am 
anxious  not  to  let  the  Committee  run 
away  with  the  idea  that,  in  speaking 
thus  of  breech-loading  guns,  it  is  at  aU 
necessary  to  condemn  at  once  all  the 
existing  muzzle-loading  guns  which 
have  been  acauired  at  so  much  trouble 
and  expense  during  past  years.  There 
are  many  places  in  our  land  armaments 
where,  for  all  practical  purposes,  I  may 
say,  withdut  fear  of  contradiction,  the 
muzzle-loading  g^un  will  be  as  fully 
efficacious  and  as  powerful  as  the  breech- 
loading  gun — which  is  the  gun  of  the 
future.  And  as  these  guns  are  returned 
from  the  Navy  they  will  be  utilized,  as 
far  as  possible,  in  the  land  armaments, 
which,  in  many  places,  are  incomplete,  so  ' 
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as  to  prevent,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  waste 
of  material.  I  may  add  that  many  of  the 
Armstrong  guns,  by  a  slight  adaptation, 
are  able  to  throw  shells,  and  can  be 
brought  in  for  land  armaments  as  well 
as  being  utilized  in  other  ways.  Li 
that  respect  it  is  right  the  Committee 
should  understand,  in  estimating  our 
future  position,  that  what  has  already 
been  done  will  not  altogether  be  sacri- 
ficed ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  we  are 
able  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Navy 
the  very  best  gun  that  science  has  yet 
produced  for  the  country.  I  have  been 
speaking  so  far  of  heavy  guns.  Al- 
though I  do  not  wish  to  condemn  the 
system  on  which  we  have  been  acting  in 
past  years,  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  the 
time  has  come  when  we  must  consider 
the  position  in  which  we  stand  with  re- 
gard to  the  breech-loading  field  gnn  also, 
and  exactly  for  the  same  reasons.  If 
the  Committee  will  allow  me  to  trespass 
upon  their  time  for  a  few  minutes  longer 
I  will  endeavour  to  make  the  conclusions 
we  have  arrived  at  clear  to  them.  The  18- 

Sounder  gun  is  the  last  field  gun  intro- 
uced,  and  two  batteries  have  been  issued. 
No  doubt,  it  is  a  very  powerful  g^un.  It  is 
a  gun  of  great  weight,  in  its  chambers  it 
takes  a  large  charge ;  and  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Galway  will  corro- 
borate me  when  I  say  that  it  is,  for  its 
size,  an  extremely  powerful  gun.  In- 
deed, successful  residts  have  been  ob- 
tained from  this  field  ^n  even  against  the 
"  Warrior  *'  target,  showing  that  it  must 
possess  considerable  power.  But  the 
chambering,  and  the  hollowine-out  of 
the  portion  where  the  powder  lies  to  a 
greater  extent  than  was  ever  done  before, 
does  away  with  a  great  deal  of  the  sim- 
plicity that  formerly  attached  to  the  field 
gun.  It  is  difficult  to  make  the  car- 
tridge fully  effective  in  the  chamber,  or 
to  make  it  so  that  it  can  be  easily  carried 
about,  and  the  technical  difficulties  of 
that  kind  in  connection  with  the  car- 
tridge, together  with  other  things,  have 
done  away  with  very  much  of  me  sim- 
plicity of  the  former  muzzle-loading  field 
gun.  These  are  reasons  which  make  us 
think  that  it  is  qtiite  right  that  the  ques- 
tion of  breech-loading  field  guns  should 
also  be  taken,  to  a  certain  extent,  into 
consideration;  and  we  have  made  ar- 
rangements by  which,  in  the  course  of 
the  ensuing  year,  the  Id-pounder  guns, 
finished  as  breech-loading  field  guns,  wiU 
be  thoroughly  inquired  into.  It  is  in- 
tended to  complete  38  guns  of  the  13- 
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pounder  class,  and  they  have  already 
oeen  proceeded  with  up  to  a  certain  stage, 
which  will  admit  of   their  completion 
either  as  muzzle-loading  or  breech -load- 
ing guns.      That  is  our  position  now, 
both  in  regard  to  the  field  gun  and  the 
larfi^e  gun.     Our  stock  of  ^npowder  is 
satisfactory.      Of  course,  tixe  supply  is 
increasing,  owing  to  the  large  charges 
that  are  used  for    heavy  guns.      The 
necessities  of  the  Service  oblige  us  to 
have    an    increasing    establishment  at 
Waltham.    I  am  ^ad  to  say  that  the 
investment  of  capital  there  has  proved, 
not  only  Economical,  but  very  satisfac- 
tory, and  that  we  are  able  to  obtain  large 
quantities  of  powder,  to  a  certain  extent 
rendering  ourselves  more  independent  of 
the  trade,  and,  certainly,  enabling  us  to 
manufacture  powder  that  is  more  suitable 
and  effective  in  connection  with  our  own 
requirements.  In  regard  to  small  arms,  I 
need  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Committee 
by  ffoing  very  fully  into  that  matter. 
All  1  can  say  is  that  in  regard  to  ma- 
chine guns  we  are  still  investigating  the 
Bubiect.    It  is  well  known  that  a  trial 
toojc  place  in  the  United  States  last  year 
and  the.  year  before,    in  which  every 
description  of  gun  was  fully  tried.    We 
are  foUowing  up  the  same  results  with  a 
Oommittee  of  our  own,  and  I  think  that 
repeating  arms  may  possibly  come  in  to 
supplement  the  use  of  others,  although 
I  do  not  for  one  moment  think  the  time 
has  arrived  when  they  will  replace  them. 
I  stated  last  year  that  a  change  would 
be  made  in  tne  material  of  the  accoutre- 
ments.    That  change  has  been  intro- 
duced, and  it  has  been  approved.     Fi^e 
day  leather  for  the  future  will  be  laid 
aside,    and  brown  leather  substituted. 
In  the  Works  Vote,  I  would  point  out 
that  there  are  no  new  works  oi  any  im- 
portance to  be  commenced.     A   Com- 
mittee have  inquired  into  another  sub- 
ject— namely,  the  kit,  and  it  has  been 
thought  better  to  lighten  it  to  the  extent 
to  which  the  men  can  fairly  be  called 
upon  to  carry  it  in  the  field.     These  are 
the  chief  points  in  connection  with  the 
Votes  to  wnich  I  need  refer ;  but  I  may 
point  out  that  but  very  few  new  works 
of  any  importance  have  been  commenced. 
As  regaras  the  Miscellaneous  Services, 
there  is  a  slight  change  in  connection 
with  the  pay  of  the  permanent  staff  of 
the  Channel  Islands  Militia.       During 
last  year  there  was  a  careful  inquiry, 
conducted  by  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
(Colonel  Deedes),  the  Under  Secretary 


at  the  War  Office,  and  other  gentlemen 
connected  with  the  War  Office,  into  the 
constitution  of  the  Channel  Island  Mili- 
tia.     The  service  is  nominally  compul- 
sory to  all ;   but,  practically,  exemption 
was  obtained,  and,  in  fact,  the  system 
did  not  work  well.    Speaking  generally, 
the  Militia    system    of    the    Channel 
Islands  has  been  attempted  to  be  simpli- 
fied, and  we  are  proceeding  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  allowing  the  men  to  find  a  sys- 
tem of  training  time  more  stdtable  to 
themselves,   by  instituting  an  arrange* 
ment   for  Militia  service  that  shall  be 
carried  out  fairly  and  without  partiality, 
favour,  or  affection,  and  by  improving 
the  Staff  under  which  that  Militia  is  to 
be  administered.      I  am  afraid  that  I 
have  gone  at  too  great  length  into  the 
points  connected  with  the  Service  which 
are  of  principal  interest.     Th^re  are, 
however,   many  things  which    I  have 
been  obliged  to  leave  unnoticed,  and  I 
am  afraid  that  there  are  many  sins  of 
omission  to  which  I  may  have  to  plead 
guilty.  At  the  same  time,  the  Estimates, 
although  they  are  by  no  means  ambi- 
tious, have  been  framed  with  a  desire  to 
avoid  all  unreasonable  expenditure  of 
the    public    money,  and,   on  the  other 
hand,  to  save  that  money  without  any 
undue  detriment  to  the  Public  Service. 
I  think  I  may  conscientiously  say  that 
probably  there  is  no  Minister  of  War  in 
any  country  who  would  not  like  to  ob- 
tain more  than  he  ventures  to  ask  his 
country  for ;  still,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
these  Estimates  have  been  prepared  with- 
out undue  detriment  to  tne  Public  Ser- 
vice, and  I  hope  the  necessities  of  the 
ensuing  year  may  be  such  as  to  justify 
our  foresight,  and  to  secure  that   the 
provision  we  have  made  will  be  ample 
for  the  Public  Service.     I  beg  to  move 
the  number  of  men  required  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  Her  Majesty  during  the  year. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

'*  That  a  number  of  Land  Forces  not  exceed- 
ing 131,859,  all  ranks,  be  maintained  for  the 
Service  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  excluding 
Her  Majesty's  Indian  Possessions,  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1881." — 
(Colonel  Stanley.) 

Mb.    CAMPBELL  -  BANNEEMAN 

said,  that  his  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  had  begun  by  making  an  apo- 
logy for  the  tame  nature  of  the  state- 
ment he  was  about  to  !'iako.  He  felt 
sure  that  no  such  apology  was  neces- 
sary, for  all  present  must  acknowledge 
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that  the  statement  just  made  to  them 
was  a  most  able  one.     There  was  no 
doubt,  however,  that  the  interest  in  the 
discussion  had  been  taken  away,   inas- 
much as  the  Committee  which  had  been 
appointed  to   deal  with  matters  which 
had  created  the  greatest  amount  of  feel- 
ing in  that  House  had  not  yet  sent  in  its 
Report.      He  hoped  that  when  the  Re- 
port was  received  the  House  would  have 
ample  opportunity  of  discussing  it  be- 
fore any  steps  were  taken  upon  it.     The 
House  of  Commons  stood  in  somewhat 
a  peculiar  position,  and  it  was  possible 
that  the  present  Parliament  mignt  have 
completed  its  labours  before  the  Report 
of  ikdii  Committee  was  received.      He 
trusted,  however,  for  his  part,  that  that 
Report    would  appear  in  time  for  the 
present  Parliament  to  express  its  opi- 
nion upon  the  subject,  because  its  Mem- 
bers had  been    accustomed  during  so 
many  years  to  discuss  the  matters  con- 
cerned in  their  details,  and  he  thought 
it  desirable  that  their  voices  should  be 
heard  before  those  questions  were  Enally 
settled.     The  great  feature  in  these  Es- 
timates was  the  reduction  of  the  men 
on  the  establishment.     He  viewed  that 
with  peculiar  satisfaction,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  reduction  itself,  but  also 
because  it  indicated  generally  that  the 
Estimates  were  those  of  a  peace  estab- 
lishment.    The  Committee  must  know 
that  although  they  had  control  over  the 
total  number  of  men  in  the  Army,  the 
Government  arranged  the  mode  in  which 
the  men  were  to  be  distributed  among 
the  different  corps,  and  from  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  with  regard 
to  the  regimental  establishments     an 
indication  could  be  obtained  of  the  fore- 
oast  they  had  made  of  the  probable  re- 
qtdrements  of  the  year.  Now,  going  back 
to  the  piping  time  of  peace,  tnere  were 
only  three  battalions  in  the  year  1873-4, 
and  only  two  in  1874-5,  maintained  at 
home  at  the  full  war  strength  ;  that  was 
considered  enough  to  meet  the  ordinary 
requirements  of  Indian  and  Colonial  re- 
liefs.    But  when  they  came  to  1876,  the 
noble  Lord  who  preceded  the  present  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  proposed  to 
raise  the  number  to  18  battalions  at  the 
full  war  strength  of  820.      In  that  pro- 
posal he  was  supported  by  both  sides  of 
the  House.  In  1877-8,  there  were  again 
18.     He  thought  that  might  be  taken 
as  an  indication  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Government  as  to  the  critical  state  of 
affairs,  and  the  necessity  of  keeping  that  I 
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number  of  battalions  ready  for  war  pur- 
poses.    In  1878-9,  singularlj  enough, 
the  number  was  somewhat  reduced ;  and 
last  year  the  right  hon.   and   g^ant 
Gentleman  (Colonel  Stanley)  proposed, 
although  the  intention  was  defeated  by 
the  fresh  outbreak  at  the  Cape,  that 
the  number    to  be    kept  at  fuU    war 
strength  should  be  reduced  to  six.     This 
year  the   proposal    of    the   right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  seemed  capable 
of  being  carried  out,  and  now  we  were 
to  have  in  this  country  6  battalions  at 
the  strength  of  800,  6  at  720,  6  at  640, 
6  at  560,  and  43  at  480.     This  latter  was 
a  lower  strength  than  had  ever  before 
been  proposed.      He  perfectly  agreed 
with  the  policy  of  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  in  this  respect,  be- 
cause he  thought  that  battalions  on  ar- 
riving home  ought  to  be  reduced  to  the 
lowest  strength  consistent  with  efficiency 
as  drilling  machines,  and  the  numbers 
should  be  gradually  increased  until  the 
time  for  going  abroad  again,  when  the 
battalions  should  be  at  full  strength.  He 
considered  it  eminently  satisfactory  that 
they  had  received  in  this  way  an  assur- 
ance &om  the  Government  that,  in  view 
of  the  state  of  our  foreim  relations,  they 
thought  the  regimental  establishments 
which  he  had  just  quoted  sufficient  for 
the  year  1880-1.     The  statements  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  with 
reference  to  recruiting,   desertion,  the 
Militia,  Yeomanry,  and  Volunteers,  he 
thought  were  also  satisfactory.     He  was 
glad  to  be  able  to  look  back  over  the  Re- 
ports of  the  last  five  or  six  years,  and  see 
that  the  three  branches  of  ue  Service  he 
had  just  mentioned  fully  maintained  their 
position.    The  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  made 
a  full  statement,  with  reference  to  Vote 
12,  as  to  the  important  matter  of  breech- 
loading  and  muzzle-loading  ordnance. 
That  subject  had  been  brought  before 
the  House  on  several  occasions  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Galway  (Major  Nolan).     For 
his   own  part,    he  had  never  been    a 
partizan  of  either  system.     He  thought 
the  Government  had  exercised  a  wise 
discretion  in  putting  off  any  change  as 
long  as  possible,  although  tibe  course  of 
events  rendered  it  necessary  that  experi- 
ments should  be  made  to  tnr  the  relative 
values  of  the  two  kinds  of  ordnance.  It  was 
quite  true,  as  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  pointed  out,  that  the  advan- 
tagesof  muzzle-loading  had  become  more 
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open  to  doubt.  He  fully  concurred  in  the 
necessity  for  experiments;  but  a  thorough 
ohan^e  was  a  most  serious  matter.  He 
would  direct  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  one  point,  which  he  was  sure 
the  Ooyemment  kept  in  view ;  and  that 
was  this — they  had  to  consider,  not  only 
the  expense  of  making  these  enormous 
g^ns  on  a  new  system,  but  also  the  im- 
mense amount  of  our  reserves  now  stored 
in  all  parts  of  the  world ;  if  a  change 
were  suddenly  made  in  the  guns  these 
stores  would  be  useless,  and  there  would 
be  a  very  heavy  expenditure  in  bringing 
them  home  and  replacing  them ;  and  also 
for  some  time  the  two  systems  of  muzzle 
and  breech-loading  would  have  to  exist 
together,  and  it  would  be  obvious  that 
this  would  lead  to  a  vast  deal  of  confu- 
sion. He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the 
Committee  and  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try would  pause  before  they  took  any 
steps  in  that  matter,  while  fully  prepared 
to  Keep  pace  with  the  development  of 
Bcientinc  discovery.  With  regard  to  the 
general  result  of  the  Estimates,  the 
expenditure  was  reduced  by  about 
£100,000;  but  it  was  to  be  observed 
that  it  was  mainly  in  two  items — Provi- 
sions and  Supply  Stores — that  it  took 
place ;  in  fact,  in  most  of  the  other  items 
there  was  an  increase,  especially  in  the 
Auxiliary  Forces.  The  reduction  in  pro- 
visions was,  no  doubt,  due  to  accidental 
circumstances.  Although  he  was  glad 
to  see  a  reduction  on  the  whole,  yet  it 
appeared  to  him  that  there  was  a  con- 
stant tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Public 
Expenditure  to  increase,  and  that  ten- 
dency called  for  the  most  careful  admin- 
istration. He  had  no  doubt  that  his 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  did  exer- 
cise that  necessary  care;  and  he  only 
wished  that  a  larger  reduction  might 
have  been  shown. 

Sib  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT  had 
also  to  thank  his  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  for  his  clear  and  lucid  statement. 
At  the  same  time,  he  regretted  that  they 
had  not  before  them  the  Report  of  Lord 
Airey's  Committee,  for  it  was  the  one 
thing  that  would  enable  them  to  discuss, 
and  the  country  also  to  discuss,  that  im- 
portant question  as  to  whether  or  no  the 
short-servioe  system  was  one  that  could 
be  carried  on  with  advantage.  He  should 
Bay  nothing  of  the  past  at  that  time,  be- 
cause the  present  was  not  a  fair  moment 
for  considering  what  had  been  done  some 
years  since.  He  considered  that,  in  view 
of  the  ware  that  had  taken  place  at  the 


Cape  and  elsewhere,  it  was  essential  that 
there  should  be  a  certain  proportion  of 
old  and  experienced  soldiers,  and  it  was 
especially  necessary  they  should  have 
good  and  experienced  non-commissioned 
officers;  but,  unless  there  were  those 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of 
experience  in  the  Army,  he  felt  sure  any 
system  that  might  be  proposed  would  fail. 
He  thought  that  nobody  could  differ 
from  him  in  that  opinion.  The  remarks 
of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
upon  the  way  in  which  the  troops  were 
sent  out  last  year  were  both  honest  and 
candid.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the 
hurry  in  which  men  were  sent  away,  or 
the  fact  that  they  were  taken  from  one 
regiment  and  placed  with  another,  and 
put  under  other  officers,  and  sent  out  to 
do  duty  in  a  barbarous  part  of  the  coun- 
try, showed  the  necessity  for  some  staid 
men. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present :  Committee  counted,  and 
40  Members  being  found  present, 

Sib  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT  said, 
that  the  count  they  had  just  had  was  one 
of  those  species  of  obstruction  which  was 
naturally  most  irritating  to  Members  of 
that  House.  It  was  perfectly  true  that 
40  Members  were  not  present;  but  it 
was  only  on  account  of  the  dinner-hour. 
A  few  men  who  took  an  interest  in  the 
question  before  them  were  endeavouring 
to  discuss  it  calmly,  when  an  hon.  Member 
entered,  without  taking  the  slightest 
interest  in  the  proceedings,  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  40  Members  were 
not  present,  and  left  the  House  again  at 
once.  He  begged  to  say  that  that  was 
obstruction  pure  and  simple.  He  was, 
when  interrupted,  about  to  observe  that 
his  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  had 
carefully  and  thoroughly  considered  the 
course  to  be  pursued  in  drafting  men 
from  one  regiment  to  another.  He 
thought  that  the  way  in  which  those 
officers  had  handled  the  men  taken 
over  by  them  for  the  first  time,  amal- 
gamated with  the  regiments  serving 
at  the  Cape,  was  deserving  of  every 
commendation.  It  was  but  another  por- 
tion of  evidence  that  went  to  show  that 
the  British  officer  had  always  that  deter- 
mination to  do  his  duty  in  whatever  cir- 
cumstances he  was  placed,  and  that  the 
$»pr%t  de  corps  of  the  Service  remained  as 
it  always  had  been,  notwithstanding 
how  much  he  was  afraid  he  must  say  had 
been  done  to  diminish  it.    The  propoi- 
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tion  of  officers  killed  in  the  late  cam- 
paigpis  showed,  also,  how  resolutely  they 
led  their  men ;  and  he  felt  sure  that 
wherever  good  officers  led  the  men  were 
sure  to  follow.  There  was  one  point 
with  reference  to  the  campaign  referred 
to  by  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man to  which  he  should  like  to  call  at- 
tention for  a  moment.  It  was  with 
reference  to  the  statements  made  by  an 
able  Special  Correspondent  of  certain 
papers.  That  Correspondent  had  written 
with  much  ability,  and  had  given  much 
information,  not  only  during  the  Ciimean 
War,  but  also  during  the  Indian  Mu- 
tiny. He  would  not  go  further  into  the 
matters  which  were  alleged  to  have 
taken  place.  He  felt  sure  that  his  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  woidd  make  the  most  careful  in- 
quiries into  the  matter,  because,  if  not 
tone,  such  a  statement  ought  never  to 
have  been  written ;  and  if  it  was  true,  the 
matter  ought  certainly  to  be  most  tho- 
roughly inquired  into.  He  should  like  to 
know  whether,  if  it  was  true,  the  Army 
Discipline  and  Regulation  Act  passed 
last  year  had  anything  to  do  with  it; 
and  he  should  further  uke  to  know  how 
the  Act  was  really  working  ?  He  did  not 
quite  ag^ee  with  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stirling  (Kr.  Campbell-Ban- 
nerman).  He  had  advocated  the  policy 
of  keeping  down  nearly  all  the  troops  to 
a  peace  establishment,  six  battalions 
being  all  he  thought  necessary — as  the 
Government  proposed — to  have  on  a  war 
footing.  For  his  own  part,  he  thought 
that  certain  battalions  ought  always  to 
be  in  readiness  for  an  emergency.  He 
was  of  opinion  himself  that  18  battalions 
were  not  too  many ;  for  those,  together 
with  three  battalions  of  the  Guards, 
would  give  a  Force  of  21  batt^ons, 
always  ready  for  war  purposes,  and  he 
thought  that  no  oount:^  in  such  a  posi- 
tion as  England  should  possess  less  than 
that.  He  had  mentioned  last  year,  and 
he  should  again  do  so  now,  the  delicate 
subject  of  the  training  at  Aldershot.  He 
hela  that  that  station  should  be  used  as 
a  training  place  for  both  officers  and 
men.  There  was  plenty  of  room  for 
Generals  to  show  how  they  could  handle 
troops  there  ;  and  he  felt  sure  that  the 
Generals  selected  for  that  station  should 
be  those  who  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, take  the  field  in  case  of  war. 
He  was  exceedingly  glad  to  hear  that 
the  new  Medical  Warrant  had  been  a 
success.      They  would   now    have,   he 
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hoped,  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  medical  officers  for  the 
service  of  the  Army.  He  was  not  going 
to  hark  back  upon  the  old  regimental 
system ;  but  he  believed  that  the  medical 
officers  considered  that  they  had  not 
quite  the  status  with  re^ments  to  whidi 
their  position  and  education  entitled 
them.  He  was  also  exceeding^ly  glad 
to  hear  that  there  was  to  be  a  large 
veterinary  establishment  at  Aldershot, 
for,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  of  very 
great  service.  He  did  not  wish  to  go 
into  the  question  of  recruits,  nor  into  tluit 
of  desertion,  because — through  no  fault 
of  his  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  he 
was  quite  sure — the  Betums  had  not  yet 
been  presented.  At  all  events,  he  had  not 
been  able  to  get  those  Betums.  There 
was  one  other  point  with  regard  to 
which  he  should  like  to  say  a  few  words, 
and  that  was  as  to  the  sale  of  old  arms. 
If  he  was  riehtly  informed,  thej  were 
now  sold  in  large  numbers,  and  were 
sent  to  Ireland,  to  Zuloland,  and  all 
over  the  world.  They  were  sold  for  d«. 
a-piece,  or  about  that  sum.  As  old  iron 
they  would  be  worth,  if  broken  up, 
about  \8,  6d,  each.  He  thought  that 
instead  of  those  arms  being  sold  in  the 
condition  to  be  fit  for  use  Siej  ought  to 
be  broken  up.  He  was  quite  sure  a  rich 
country  like  this  had  no  right  to  sell  these 
old  stores.  So  clear  and  lucid  a  state- 
ment had  been  given  to  the  Committee  by 
his  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  upon 
the  Army  Estimates  that  there  was  really 
little  to  be  said ;  but  he  hoped  he  would 
not  prevent  the  House  from  having  a  full 
opportunity  of  discussing  the  Beport  of 
the  Committee  over  which  Lord  Airey 
had  presided,  when  such  Beport  was 
presented.  That  Beport  would  be  one 
of  the  very  greatest  importance  to  the 
country,  and  upon  it  the  future  of  oar 
Army  would,  no  doubt,  very  much  de- 
pend. That  Beport  would  deal  with  the 
question  of  short  service,  and  of  the 
Army  Beserve,  and  other  matters  of  the 
gravest  consequence  to  the  Army ;  and 
any  alterations  proposed  by  Gentlemen 
of  such  authority  as  those  who  composed 
that  Committee  would,  he  was  sure,  re- 
ceive from  the  House  the  most  oareM 
and  candid  consideration.  He  was  quite 
sure  that  his  right  hon.  and  gidUmt 
Friend,  without  pressing  too  much  on 
the  Committee  to  hurry  their  Beport, 
would  take  care  that  it  should  be  pre- 
sented as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  the 
House  and  the  country  might  have  an 
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opportunity  of  considering  the  subject  in 
all  its  different  aspects. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALEOUE 
said,  that  it  was  only  just  to  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  not  to  criticize  the 
present  items  of  the  Army  Estimates  in 
any  hostile  spirit,  for  he  thought  they  had 
been  presented  to  the  Committee  in  as 
fair  a  manner  as  possible,  haying  regard 
to  the  important  changes  that  ought  or 
would  be  necessary  when  the  Beport  of 
the  Committee,  of  which  Lord  Airey  was 
President,  had  been  presented.  With 
his  usual  fairness,  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  had  promised  that 
when  the  Beport  of  the  Committee 
should  be  presented  he  would  afiPord 
the  House  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
the  various  details  connected  with  the 
proposals  made.  He  attached  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  inquiries  that  were 
bemg  conducted  by  the  Committee,  al- 
though he  was  not  yery  sanguine  as  to 
the  results  that  would  now  from  its  Be- 
port. Owing  to  the  faults  in  the  original 
constitution  and  composition  of  that 
Committee,  he  belieyed  it  would  not 
recommend  the  great  changes  in  the 
constitution,  composition,  and  organiza- 
tion of  the  several  arms  of  the  Force 
that  he  had  long  advocated  as  neces- 
sary for  the  efficiency  of  the  Service. 
He  hoped,  however,  that  his  antici- 
pations of  evil  from  the  defects  in  the 
Keport  would  not  be  realized.  There  was 
one  point  in  connection  with  the  expla- 
natory details  on  the  Estimates  to  which  he 
wished  particularly  to  allude.  The  state- 
ment 01  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman was  a  very  interesting  one,  and  re- 
produced numerous  facts  about  the  Army 
of  great  value ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  that 
many  of  the  spoken  details,  especially 
those  containing  figures,  to  which  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had 
referred,  should  be  included  in  the 
Memorandum  sent  out  every  year  with 
the  Army  Estimates.  He  did  not  mean 
that  he  wished  the  remarks  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  be  abridged ;  but  he 
thoaght  that  many  of  those  numerous  de- 
tails which  he  had  so  dearly  stated  would 
be  very  well  shown  in  the  Memorandum. 
To  his  knowledge  many  hon.  Members 
bad  long  wished  that  much  more  of  the 
9»r«  vo€€  statements  made  by  Secretaries 
of  State  should  be  sent  out  to  Members 
printed  in  the  form  he  had  stated.  It 
would  facilitate  the  Business  of  the  House, 
and  supply  Members  with  the  figured  in- 


formation so  difficult  to  remember  when 
spoken.  It  would  assist  the  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  in  bringing  forward  many  other 
more  important  questions  which  he  was 
not  now  able  to  deal  with  from  want  of 
time.  With  regard  to  the  changes  in 
the  Clothing  Store  Vote,  he  heartily  ap- 
proved the  change  by  which  the  House- 
hold Cavalry  had  been  placed  upon  the 
same  footing,  in  regard  to  their  clothing 
and  equipments,  as  the  rest  of  the  Ca- 
valry— that  was  to  say,  instead  of  being 
supplied  out  of  the  money  voted  to  the 
i  colonels,  the  articles  in  need  would  be 
furnished  from  the  Government  depots. 
It  was  a  change  which  he  had  long 
wished  to  see  take  place.  He  hoped 
the  Beports  of  the  Committees  which 
have  inquired  into  the  subject  would  be 
laid  before  the  House.  Indeed,  he 
would  take  this  opportunity  of  stating 
that  whatever  pay  and  allowances  might 
be  g^ven  to  the  Household  troops,  in- 
cluding therein  the  Foot  Guards,  should 
be  regularly  and  specifically  voted  as  pay 
and  allowances  and  equipments.  He 
did  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the  pecu- 
niary or  other  advantages  of  these 
troops  ;  but  he  thought,  as  regarded 
clothing  and  money  allowances,  as  well  as 
recruiting  and  hospitals,  they  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  put  on  the  same  defined  foot- 
ing as  the  rest  of  the  Army.  There  was 
another  matter  to  which  he  was  glad  to 
see  some  attention  was  paid.  He  had 
never  ceased  to  complain  of  the  money 
value  of  stores  required  for  the  Navy 
being  thrown  upon  the  Army  Votes. 
They  were  then  about  to  make  another 
change  irom  muzzle-loading  ordnance  to 
breech-loaders  for  the  Navy.  That  was 
a  very  proper  measure.  Formerly,  the 
Navy  was  so  armed ;  but,  owing  to  acci- 
dents in  the  working  of  these  pieces,  the 
breech-loaders  were  suddenly  rejected, 
and  muzzle-loaders  at  once  demanded  to 
replace  the  others.  The  expense  in- 
curred was  great,  and  was  all  thrown  on 
the  Army  Estimates.  But  they  would  never 
have  so  hastily  departed  from  breech- 
loaders for  the  Navy,  if  the  Navy  had 
had  to  pay  for  its  own  guns  and  ord- 
nance stores.  The  naval  authorities 
suddenly  took  the  idea  into  their  heads 
of  defects  in  the  naval  guns,  and,  being 
without  the  responsibility  for  finding 
the  money  to  replace  the  armaments, 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  then  freed 
accordingly  from  the  fear  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  decided  that  they  would 
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no  longer  use  breech-loading  ord- 
nance. They  cast  all  their  breech- 
loaders and  vast  store  of  projectiles  upon 
the  Army,  and  said  they  wanted  muzzle- 
loading  ordnance,  regardless  of  cost. 
He  was  sure  that  if  the  present  Lord 
Hampton  had  remained  in  Office  as 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  he  would 
have  insisted  upon  the  Admiralty  taking 
upon  their  own  Estimates  the  cost  of 
those  •  ordnance  and  stores.  An  hon. 
Member  had  made  some  observations 
about  the  changes  in  the  12-inch  gun. 
But  these  changes  had  not  all  been 
mentioned ;  the  gun  of  this  calibre  was 
originally  only  20  tons,  then  increased 
to  23  tons,  then  increased  to  25  tons, 
then  to  35  tons,  and  now  they  had  got 
the  38-ton  gun.  But,  in  his  opinion, 
even  this  piece  was  too  light,  and  not 
of  sufficient  length  for  the  calibre.  These 
various  changes,  with  all  the  heavy 
attendant  costs,  in  this  description  of 
g^n  were  all  caused  by  the  Navy  being 
able  to  spend  the  funds  provided  in 
the  Army  Estimates,  and  by  their  un- 
willingness to  provide  vessels  suitable 
for  the  most  efficient  piece  of  ordnance. 
The  Navy,  in  order  to  obtain  a  gun 
of  a  powerful  description,  should  have 
Btatea  to  the  Ordnance  Department 
their  requirements  as  to  the  best  gun 
that  could  be  turned  out ;  but,  instead, 
the  Admiralty  said  —  "No;  we  shall 
build  our  ships  as  we  see  fit,  and 
you  shall  supply  us  with  ordnance  suit- 
able for  the  ships  which  we  choose  to 
build."  Nothing  would  induce  them  to 
depart  from  that  condition,  and  hence 
the  various  changes  in  the  inefficient 
g^ns,  BO  costly  to  the  country  in  pro- 
viding guns  for  inefficient  naval  ves- 
sels. The  obvious  remedy  was  to  let 
the  Admiralty  provide  the  funds  in  the 
Naval  Estimates,  and  pay  for  their  ord- 
nance and  stores  as  required.  As  to 
the  question  of  Army  transport  charged 
on  the  Naval  Estimates,  he  said  distinctly 
there  was  a  waste  of  money  with  regard 
to  the  use  of  transports  for  moving  troops 
at  the  will  of  the  War  Office,  all  of 
which  waste  fell  upon  the  Navy,  as  did 
the  cost  of  guns  and  stores  on  the  Army. 
Therefore  it  was  that  the  two  systems 
together  worked  a  double  evil — the  Navy, 
by  unnecessarily  requiring  guns  and 
stores  from  the  Army,  and  the  Army,  by 
requiring*  unnecessary  transport  from  the 
Navy.  By  carrying  out  his  suggestion, 
they  would,  each  arm  bearing  its  own 
charges,  he  was  convinced,  economise  in 
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the  matter  of  the  movement  of  troops, 
and  a  great  deal  of  economy  in  guns 
and  stores  would  follow.  Then  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  gave  them  a  very  satis- 
factory statement  as  to  the  Medical  De- 
partment. He  was  glad  to  hear  that 
the  claims  of  the  medical  officers  were  at 
last  satisfied,  and  that  complaints  would 
now  cease.  He  had  often  urg^ed  that  to 
keep  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Army  in  a  chronic  state  of  complaint  was 
not  satisfactory.  Now,  another  change 
was  in  progress  of  trying  to  amalgamate 
the  medical  appointments  in  India  of 
the  two  Services — Indian  and  Home.  He 
was  perfectly  convinced  that,  however 
much  it  might  be  injurious  to  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  India,  the  amalga- 
mation of  the  appointments  of  the  two 
Services  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Home  Army. 
For  them  there  would  be  many  more  open- 
ings and  increased  pay  in  various  shapes, 
and  these  advantages  could  not  fail  to  re- 
act on  the  Home  Medical  Service.  But  he 
earnestly  hoped  the  two  Secretaries  of 
State  would  take  care  that  no  injustioe 
was  occasioned  to  the  Indian  Medical 
Department  by  the  amal^mation  of  the 
two  Services,  and  that  both  would  see 
that  justice  and  fair  treatment  were 
shown  to  the  officers  of  the  Indian 
Medical  Department,  now  deprived  of 
the  advantages  it  had  enjoyed  for  so 
many  years.  He  might  say  that  the 
arrangement  made  at  Aldershot,  by 
which  Sir  Frederick  Fitz  Wygram  had 
been  intrusted  with  the  supervision  of  a 
School  for  Veterinary  Subordinates-^— 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  nothing  had 
been  done  out  of  the  due  course,  and  the 
greatest  advantage  was  expected  from 
the  advice  of  Sir  Frederick  Fitz  Wygram. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
was  aware  of  the  value  of  General 
Sir  Frederick  Fitz  Wygram's  advice. 
He  was  an  officer  who  had  g^ven 
great  attention  to  the  subject  of  vete- 
rinary practice  in  the  Army,  and 
doubtless,  useful  results  would  follow 
from  even  minor  supervision  of  this  ex- 
perienced officer.  There  was  another 
matter  to  which  he  would  call  the  Se- 
cretary of  State's  attention.  It  was  in 
regard  to  the  money  receipts  arising  out 
of  the  Army  Services.  The  Secretary  of 
State  knew  he  had  it  long  in  view  to 
effect  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  pay- 
in  p^  the80  funds,  as  a  part  of  the  Civil 
roooipts,  into  the  miscellaneous  receipts 
of  the  Treasury.    They  were  now  about 
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to  add  thereto  by  first  swelling  the  Cloth- 
ing Vote  by  an  additional  expenditure 
on  account  of  civil  clothing  to  the  men 
discharged  from  the  Service,  whereby 
this  money  was  charged  to  the  Army 
Votes;  and,  in  addition,  they  now  received 
advantage  by  the  sale  of  the  military 
clothing  of  the  discharged  soldiers  that 
these  men  would  have  otherwise  taken 
away.  This  money  must  then  be  paid  over 
to  the  Treasury  as  Civil  receipts.  They, 
no  doubt,  acted  wisely  in  providing  civil 
clothing,  instead  of  having  men  dis- 
charged with  the  regimental  clothing 
upon  them  ;  but  the  funds  derived  from 
the  sale  of  old  resrimentals  ought  to  be 
made  available  for  the  Army.  Now, 
the  Secretary  of  State  himself  had 
long  objected  to  the  system  by  which 
these  changes  went  to  increase,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  expenditure  of  the  Army, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  money 
gained  by  the  sale  of  military  clothing 
nad  not  been  shown  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Army,  but  made  to  swell  the  miscel- 
laneous receipts  of  the  country.  These 
money  receipts,  of  near  £500,000,  were 
0O  important  that  it  became  a  question 
which  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  drop. 
The  Secretary  of  State  had  made  some 
remarks  with  regard  to  the  usefulness  of 
the  Woolwich  Dockyard,  and  had  con- 
nected his  name  with  that  yard;  but 
he  must  now,  seeing  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Admiral  (Admiral  Sir  William  Edmon- 
stone),  bear  testimony  to  his  strong  and 
yaloable  recommendation,  made  to  him 
(General  Sir  Cheorge  Balfour)  when  he 
officially,  on  behalf  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, Tinted  the  Yard.  At  that  date 
the  hon.  and  g^aUant  Admiral  was  Super- 
intendenty  and  the  advice  given  by  him 
on  that  occasion  was  not  to  allow  the 
Dockyard  to  be  sold,  because  it  was 
no  longer  of  use  to  the  Navy.  He 
would  renture  to  say  that  he  recognized 
these  sound  views,  and  was  too  happy 
to  listen  to  his  advice  and  made  his  Ke- 
port  accordingly.  It  was  with  great  satis- 
laetion  that  he  found  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  attended  to  his  recom- 
mendation; and  still. more  that  now, 
after  10  years,  the  recommendation  of  the 
hon.andgallantAdmiralhad  been  carried 
onty  and  that  the  use  of  the  available 
aluure  in  the  Dockyard  had  been  found 
beneficial  to  the  Service.  The  SeQ^e- 
tarv  of  State  had  mentioned  that  five 
additional  battalions  of  Infantry  and 
six  batteries  of  Artillery  had  been  kept 
in  India;  but  in  no  part  of  the  Esti- 


mates could  he  find  anything  mentioned 
about  those  battalions.  They  were 
only  indebted  to  the  statement  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  information. 
It  would  have  been  well  if  the  fact  of 
the  battalions  and  ^batteries  in  question 
teiHporarily  detached  to  India,  and 
which  were  not  available  on  the  Home 
Establishment,  had  been  mentioned  in 
the  explanatory  Memorandum.  At  least, 
there  ought  to  be  a  foot  note  explaining 
the  matter  in  the  detailed  distribution 
of  the  Army.  He  had  also  to  point 
out  that  up  to  the  last  two  years  they 
had  a  very  useful  detailed  statement 
of  all  the  regimental  establishments 
in  the  Service  at  the  end  of  the  Army 
Estimates ;  but  the  House  had  been  de- 
prived of  that  useful  statement  during 
the  past  two  years.  It  was  of  consi- 
derable use  to  officers  to  know  what 
regiments  were  kept  up  to  the  full-estab- 
lishment and  what  were  on  the  peace 
establishment.  He  hoped  this  state- 
ment would  be  restored,  or  rather  that 
the  annual  establishments  of  regiments, 
when  settled  by  Her  Majesty,  be  sup- 
plied to  the  House.  Having  now  said 
so  much,  by  way  of  conclusion  he  would 
bear  his  willing  testimony  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  Estimates  were  prepared. 
They  were  drawn  out  with  great  care ; 
but  the  columns  in  which  the  details  of 
charges  for  Home  and  the  Colonies  were 
shown  were  only  partially  filled  in.  These 
details  were  much  needed  to  show  the 
cost  of  many  services  for  each  locality. 
There  was  one  other  point  he  would 
notice  before  sitting  down,  and  that  was 
the  expenditure  with  regard  to  Cyprus. 
He  thought  that  £26,000  for  the  Army 
Staff  included  in  these  Estimates  of  that 
little  Island  was  monstrous,  seeing  that 
there  was  only  half  a  battalion  of  In- 
fantry and  one  company  of  Engineers 
in  the  Island.  But  he  found  there  were 
doctors,  chaplains,  and  six  surgeon- 
majors  in  that  little  Island,  and  no  less 
than  20  of  the  Transport  Department. 
They  had  got  brigade  majors  and  other 
people  connected  therewith  sufficient 
for  a  Force  of  several  thousand  men, 
and  then  they  had  provisions  and  other 
kinds  of  stores— altogether,  £26,000  for 
this  wretched  little  place,  exclusive  of 
regimental  pay.  He  could  not  but  think 
this  large  Staff  establishment  was  em- 
ployed for  other  than  military  purposes; 
and  he  regivtted  that  the  heavily- 
weighted  Army  Estimates  had  this  im- 
fair  burden  thrown  upon  them — a  bur- 
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den  which  belonged  to,  and  ought  to  be 
borne  by,  the  Civil  Estimates  if  this 
Island  was  unable  to  bear  the  cost. 

Mk.  MAEK  STEWAET  said,  every- 
one  who  heard  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  would  be 
of  opinion  that  that  statement  was 
clear,  conclusive,  and  comprehensive. 
There  were  one  or  two  points,  how- 
ever, on  which  it  occurred  to  several 
Members,  as  well  as  to  himself,  that  it 
would  be  desirable  a  little  more  infor- 
mation should  be  given.  It  was  well 
known  that  last  year  there  was  a  certain 
movement  to  obtain  Instruction  Camps 
for  Artillery  Volunteers  in  Scotland. 
It  did  not  reach  him  that  other  camps 
than  those  in  existence  had  been  ar- 
ranged for.  When  they  considered  the 
immense  distance  which  Volunteers  had 
to  travel  to  Shoeburyness,  and  the  ex- 
penses to  which  commanding  officers 
were  put,  ho  thought  that  it  was  of  the 
highest  importance  that  this  movement 
ought  to  bo  encouraged.  He  thought 
that  in  Scotland  and  in  the  North  of 
England  they  wore  entitled  to  some  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  Camps  of  Instruction  estab- 
lished in  Scotland;  and  he  hoped  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  when 
he  rose  to  reply,  would  give  the  Com- 
mittee some  information  on  this  matter. 

Majob  NOLAN  said,  he  should  con- 
fine himself  exclusively  to  one  point, 
which  he  thought  was  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  country,  and  that  was 
the  complete  change  fh)m  muzzle-loading 
ordnance  to  breech-loading  guns.  It  was 
a  subject  he  had  always  taken  the 
deepest  interest  in ;  and  he  congratu- 
lated the  War  Department  in  having 
pronounced,  in  such  a  decided  manner  as 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  had  de- 
cided, in  favour  of  the  latter  style  of  gun. 
Of  course,  there  were  certain  limitations 
as  to  his  statement.  It  was  not  settled 
that  every  muzzle-loader  woidd  at  once 
be  changed  into  a  breech-loador.  The 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  would 
very  likely  quarrel  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  if  he  attempted  to  do  that; 
but,  still,  what  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  said  was  extremely  important,  and 
foreshadowed  enormous  consequences. 
About  the  necessity  of  the  change  he 
had  no  doubt  whatever.  Since  he  last 
brought  the  subject  before  the  House 
last  year,  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
witnessing  some  experiments  at  Essen 
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with  Krupp's  guns ;  and  he  most  say, 
while  he  did  so,  ho  felt  quite  ashamed 
of  our  guns  as  compared  with  some  of 
Krupp's  guns.  Our  18-ton  gun  could 
not  comparid  with  the  Krupp  18-ton  gun ; 
indeed  the  difference  was  extraordinary. 
Our  18-ton  gun  could  penetrate  only  14- 
inch  armour ;  but  the  Krupp  gun  could 
penetrate  an  armour  plate  of  20  inches. 
This  was  a  very  superior  force  in  f arour 
of  the  foreign  gun.  The  difference  be* 
tween  a  14-inch  piercing  power  and  a 
20-inch  piercing  power  would  make  all 
the  difference  between  winning  and  los- 
ing a  naval  engagement,  or  the  taking  or 
not  taking  of  a  naval  fortress.  In  many 
other  ways  the  Krupp  guns  had  an 
enormous  advantage.  With  respect  to 
our  80-ton  guns,  he  admitted  they  were 
very  accurate ;  but  they  were  not  so  ac- 
curate as  the  70-ton  Krupp.  The  accu- 
racy was  surprising.  It  never  missed 
by  more  than  one  or  two  inches  at  the 
outside.  In  addition  to  this  wonderful 
accuracy — an  accuracy  they  could  gei 
only  by  breech-loading — ^this  70-ton  g^n 
was  worked  like  a  small  gun.  All  the 
arrangements  were  excellent,  and  it  could 
be  worked  by  15  or  16  men.  We  had 
never  arrived  at  that  stase  before.  Our 
d8-ton  guns  were  worked  by  machinery, 
but  the  machinery  broke  down ;  and,  in 
fact,  it  was  impossible  to  work  muzzle- 
loading  guns  except  in  turrets  or  some 
such  places.  With  regard  to  the  work- 
ing of  the  70-ton  EIrupp  g^un,  ereryone 
who  witnessed  it — and  there  were  pre* 
sent  Artillery  officers  from  all  counhies 
in  Europe — agreed  that  it  was  complete 
in  all  respects.  He  did  not  wish  to  ex- 
aggerate what  he  saw  on  the  Continent. 
Ke  did  not  wish  to  create  the  impression 
that  the  whole  of  the  Continent,  oecause 
they  had  got  Krupp  guns,  were  so  much 
advanced  beyond  our  Artillery.  He 
believed  there  was  a  great  difference  be- 
tween the  gims  possessed  by  the  nations 
of  Europe  and  the  advancea  guns  which 
had  been  turned  out  last  week  or  last 
month  at  Essen.  There  was  a  very  great 
difference  between  the  guns  he  had  seen 
and  the  guns  possessed  on  the  Continent 
He  had,  no  doubt,  seen  the  best  guns 
made;  butstillthe  Continental  guns  were 
very  much  nearer  the  Krupp  ffuns  than 
our  guns,  and  the  former  would  be  more 
easily  assimilated  to  the  advance  type 
than  the  latter.  Certainly  the  5  or  6-ton 
guns  of  Sir  William  Armstrong  were 
very  fine  weapons,  and  they  could  compete 
favourably  with  the  Krupps  of  the  sams 
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size.  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
had  touched  upon  the  question  of  powder. 
Now,  from  the  year  1866,  we  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  system  adopted  in 
Bussia  for  the  manufacture  of  slow-burn- 
ing powder ;  and  there  was  no  reason 
why  wo  should  not  have  had  since  that 
time  g^d  powder,  inasmuch  as  we  per- 
fectly well  know  how  to  make  it.  In- 
deed, he  believed  that  our  powder  was 
as  good  as  any  that  could  be  found  at 
that  time  on  the  Continent.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  had  said  that  one 
of  the  reasons  for  adopting  breech-load- 
ing g^ns  was  that  long  guns  were  re- 
quired on  board  ship.  Now,  without 
pretending  to  be  vory  well  acquainted 
with  the  question  from  a  naval  point  of 
view,  he  woidd  mention  that  the  Naval 
Ordnance  Department  of  the  United 
States  had  reported  that  they  must  have 
breech-loading  guns  for  the  reason  that 
it  was  impossible  to  get  a  vessel  of  mode- 
rate beam  to  carry  a  sufficiently  long 
g^n.  The  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man was,  therefore,  fortified  in  his  posi- 
tion by  the  opinion  of  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment of  the  only  country  which  had 
Deen  considered  to  be  our  equal  in  this 
respect.  He  was  aware  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  had  delayed  tak- 
ing action,  pending  the  result  of  the  ex- 
periments in  reference  to  the  gun  of  the 
Thunderer t  and  he  was  not  sorry  that  this 
was  the  case.  He  was  glad  that  these 
experiments  had  been  made  on  the 
Timnderer^s  gun ;  but  it  must  always  be 
remembered  that  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  was  in  this  difficulty — he 
must  always  do  what  the  naval  authori- 
ties  wanted,  and  several  times  during  the 
last  three  years  they  had  insisted  upon 
having  a  particular  class  of  guns,  so  tnat 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  had  been, 
to  a  certain  extent,  obliged  to  follow  them 
and  make  experiments,  because  the 
oountry  always  insisted  that  their  guns 
ahould  be  of  the  very  best  description. 
The  naval  authorities  were  continually 
makinff  mistakes  in  this  respect,  and  the 
light  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  was 
compelled  to  struggle  with  them  as  best 
he  oould,  and  maixe  as  few  mistakes  as 
poarible.  Although  he  was  very  much 
in  favour  of  substituting  breech- loading 
guns  for  muzzle-loaders,  he  did  not  want 
to  press  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
to  make  this  substitution  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. The  expense  would  not 
allow  him  to  do  this.  In  a  land  fortress, 
for  inatanoe,  one  or  two  breech-loading 


guns  would  be  useful  among  a  larger 
number  of  muzzle-loading  weapons ;  and 
their  usefulness  would  consist,  to  a  great 
extent,  in  the  terror  with  which  they 
would  inspire  the  officers  of  an  invading 
Fleet,  who  would  not  know  whether 
their  vessels  were  about  to  be  pierced  by 
a  breech-loading  or  muzzle-loading  gun. 
But  he  would  advise  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  not  to  make  one  more 
muzzle-loader,  because  it  was  quite  clear 
that  there  would  be  a  large  number  of 
these  guns  to  be  taken  over  from  the 
Navy;  besides  which  we  had  already  a 
great  many  more  than  was  wanted,  the 
present  stock  being  valued  at  between 
£7,000,000  and  £8,000,000.  With  re- 
gard to  Continental  nations,  he  pointed 
out  that  although  they  were  possessed 
of  breech-loaders  their  weapons  were 
much  inferior  to  the  Armstrong  guns. 
He  believed  that  had  we  made  a  change 
at  an  earlier  period  in  the  character  of 
the  guns  used  in  the  Service  we  should 
have  saved  ourselves  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  as  well  as  expense,  the  change 
from  any  system  of  muzzle-loading  to 
any  system  of  breech-loading  being  ex- 
tremely easy.  Artillery  officers  did  not 
like  two  systems,  which  were  in  them- 
selves irreconcilable  ;  and  he  thought 
that  if  the  two  systems  were  put  into 
competition  one  would  have  a  tendency 
to  kill  the  other.  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  seemed — and  rightly,  in  his  opi- 
nion— to  attack  the  present  system  of 
muzzle-loading  at  both  ends.  It  was 
necessary  that  a  change  in  the  system 
should  take  place  for  many  reasons, 
particularly  as  the  cost  of  altering  small 
guns  was  very  inexpensive,  and  because 
the  possession  of  the  best  kind  of  guns 
was  a  great  advantage  in  battle.  He 
considered  the  question  to  have  been 
thoroughly  solved  and  settled  in  favour 
of  breech-loaders,  and  believed,  for  this 
reason,  that  experiments  were  no  longer 
necessary.  He  had  conversed  with  ar- 
tillerists from  every  country,  all  of  whom 
were  in  favour  of  breech-loading  ord- 
nance ;  and  he  hoped  that  steps  would 
be  taken  to  establish  an  uniform  sys- 
tem in  this  country,  the  Military  Depart- 
ment refraining  in  future  from  maldng 
muzzle-loading  guns,  except  in  cases  of 
emergency. 

Mr.  CHARLEY  said,  that  as  a  result 
of  the  deliberations  of  the  Committee 
many  views  had  been  expressed  in  favour 
of  the  long  service  system.  However 
much  a  system  of  short  service  might  be 
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suited  to  countries  where  there  was  com- 
pulsory service,  it  was  certainly  not,  in 
his  opinion,  suitable  to  this  country, 
where  there  existed  a  voluntary  system 
of  enlistment. 

Sir  AETHUE  HAYTEE  said,  that 
he  desired  to  express  his  thanks  to  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  for  the  able  and 
lucid  way  in  which  he  had  set  forth  the 
Army  Estimates,  and  more  especially  for 
the  promise  which  he  had  given  that  the 
Committee  should,  at  a  later  time,  have 
a  further  opportunity  of  discussion.  He 
thought  the  interest  attached  to  the 
Army  Estimates  had  been  diminished 
by  the  fact  of  their  being  introduced  be- 
fore the  Eeport  of  Lord  Airey's  Com- 
mittee had  been  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment. There  were  four  cardinal  points 
which  could  not  be  discussed  until  that 
Eeport  had  been  presented — ^namely, 
length  of  service,  the  depot  system,  the 
linking  of  regiments,  and  the  question 
of  calling  out  the  Eeserves.  Each  of 
these  points  was  so  essential  in  itself  to 
our  military  system  that  any  discussion 
at  that  moment  which  related  thereto 
must  be  of  a  desultory  character.  He 
would  like  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  how  it  was  that  the  first-class 
Army  Eeserve  had  only  increased  by  1 ,000 
men,  their  numbers  being  only  23,000 
as  against  22,000  in  last  year  ?  The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had,  in  his 
opinion,  exercised  a  wise  discretion  in 
calling  out  the  Militia  and  Yeomanry  for 
their  full  period  of  training,  because  it 
was  obvious  that  these  Forces  should  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  instruction  during 
the  whole  time  sanctioned  by  Parlia- 
ment. He  regretted,  however,  to  see 
that  the  number  of  Militia  present  at 
the  annual  training  was  24,000  below 
their  authorized  establishment ;  and  he 
trusted  that  some  steps  would  be  taken 
to  reduce  that  difference  both  in  the 
case  of  the  Militia  and  Yeomanry,  which 
latter,  also,  appeared  to  be  4«000  below 
their  proper  complement.  With  regard 
to  the  Volunteers,  nothing  could  be  more 
satisfactory  than  the  increase  of  their 
camp  allowances  from  £10,000  to 
£20,000,  because  their  attendance  at 
camp  conduced  greatly  to  their  efficiency. 
But  the  principal  point  of  interest  in 
connection  with  tliis  corps  was  that 
the  old  Easter  Monday  Eeview  was  to 
be  resumed  this  year ;  and,  in  reference 
to  this  subject,  he  begged  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  if  he 
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proposed  to  send  down  an  efficient  staff 
of  officers  to  conduct  the  manoeavres  on 
this  occasion;  because,  if  a  very  large 
contingent  came  from  the  Metropolis,  as 
would  no  doubt  be  the  case,  he  thooght 
that  it  should  have  afforded  to  it  the 
best  opportunity  for  drilling.  He  en- 
tirely approved  of  the  sug^gestion  thrown 
out  by  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman, that  the  control  of  the  recruiting 
for  both  theEegular  Armjand  the  Militia 
should  be  given  to  the  same  general  officer, 
for,  undoubtedly,  under  a  di£Perent  sys- 
tem, there  would  be  a  probability  of  the 
two  branches  clashing  upon  this  point 
He  thought  that  an  explanation  was 
due  to  the  House  with  regard  to  another 
question  ;  and  he  desired  farther  to  know 
what  were  the  duties  of  officers  serving 
on  the  Staff  when  their  regiments  were 
called  out  for  service  in  the  field?  In 
one  of  the  late  engagements  in  Af- 
ghanistan the  9th  Lancers  had  suffered 
very  greatly;  and  there  were,  besides 
one  officer  who  was  killed  and  two  who 
were  severely  wounded,  three  officers 
absent  from  the  regiment.  He  thought 
that  some  regulations  should  be  made 
with  regard  to  officers  holding  a  position 
on  the  Staff. 

OolonelTEEMAYNE  said,  he  wished 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  whether  it  was  intended  to 
make  any  regulations  with  regard 
to  officers  serving  on  special  duty  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  their  re- 
giments ?  He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  the  present  system  was  not  a  good 
one. 

Me.  OTWAY  said,  there  were  two 
lines  in  the  Estimates  which  appeared 
to  him  to  be  of  a  very  striking  character. 
He  found  that  a  sum  of  money  was  voted 
for  the  Army  which  amounted  to  nearly 
£15,000,000  sterling,  and  the  number  of 
men  whose  services  were  obtained  for 
this  sum  was  123,791.  Looking  at 
these  figures,  the  comparison  drawn 
from  them  was  of  a  very  startling  cha- 
racter. The  contrast  was  so  extraordi- 
nary that  it  might  well  be  asked  how 
it  was  that  he  obtained  the  services  of 
only  about  120,000  men  for  the  expen- 
diture of  £15,000,000  sterling,  vddle 
Germany,  for  the  sum  of  £17,000,000 
sterling,  maintained  an  Army  of  500,000 
constantly  on  foot,  and  was  able  to  place 
an  Army  of  1,000,000  men  in  the  field 
at  three  weeks'  notice  ?  If  hon.  Mem- 
bers objected  to  this  comparison  iriih 
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the  G-erman  Army,  let  them  take  the 
Armies    of   other  countries,   and  they 
would  meet  with  figures  that  were  much 
more  startling ;  they  would  find  a  num- 
ber of  men  obtained  for  a  similar  sum 
of  money  greatly  exceeding  the  number 
set  down  in  the  present  Estimates.    He 
made  no  accusation  against  the  right 
hon.   and  gallant  Gentleman,  who,  he 
considered,  had  added  nothing  to  the 
Army  Expenditure.    But  he  complained 
of   the  system  which,  for  £15,000,000 
sterling,   only  produced  120,000   men. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  there  was 
something  wrong  either  in  the  expendi- 
ture, or  in  the  military  system,  which  re- 
quired so  large  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
Sroduction  of  so  small  a  number  of  sol- 
iers.    He    desired  to   ask    the    right 
hon.   and  gallant  Gentleman  whether 
the  Government  contemplated  or  had 
formed  any  plan  for  securing  the  con- 
tinuance in  the  Service  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  of  the  Army  ?    When 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  opposite 
(Mr.  Charley)  had  said  that  short  ser- 
vice had  been  tried  and  had  been  found 
to    be  unsuitable   to  this    country  he 
somewhat  doubted  that  view,  because 
the  present  Government  had  altogether 
accepted,  so    far   as   related   to  short 
service,   the    position  taken   by   Lord 
Cardwell ;  besides  which,  short  service 
seemed  to  have  been  generally  accepted 
throughout   the  country.    Lord  Card- 
well's  plan,  however,  had  never  been 
completed.    But  his  intention  was  to 
demand  an  additional  sum  of  money,  in 
order  to  secure  the  retention  of  non- 
commissioned   officers    in    the    Army. 
There  were  so   many  inducements  of- 
fered to  these  men  in  civil  life  that  their 
retention  in  the  Army  would  be  almost 
an  impossibility  unless  some  greater  ad- 
yantaffes  were  held  out  to  them.     Any- 
one who  took  an  interest  in  this  subject 
would  see  that  it  was  one  which  required 
g^reat    consideration.     With  regard  to 
the  system  of  linking  regiments,  he  very 
much  questioned  whether,  in  the  British 
Army,  it  was  productive  of  good,  inas- 
much as  it  would  certainly  affect,  if  it 
did  not  destroy,  that  which  the  soldier 
considered  of  great  value — namely,  the 
prestige  of  corps,  which  the  system  of 
linkeabattalions  would  certainly  weaken . 
They  had  lately  seen  a  regiment  entirely 
destroyed  by   the    application  of   this 
principle.     He  had  himself  known  of  a 
regiment  which  was  utterly  annihilated 
bj  having  all  its  efficient  men  taken 


from  it,  and  made  to  join  regiments 
with  which  they  had  no  affinity  what- 
ever. In  the  case  to  which  he  referred, 
the  commanding  officer  found  himself 
denuded  of  all  his  good  men,  and  re- 
duced to  the  command  of  a  regiment 
utterly  inefficient.  He  asked  what 
would  be  the  feelings  of  that  officer, 
who  found  himself  obliged  to  be  con- 
tinually training  up  boys,  in  order  to 
make  another  regiment  efficient  ?  The 
existing  system,  under  which  all  the 
efficient  men  were  drafted  out  of  one 
regiment  into  another,  and  the  regiments 
linked  together,  was  most  injurious  to 
the  Service.  One  could  understand  two 
Highland  regiments,  or  two  regiments 
from  Yorkshire,  being  linked  together ; 
indeed,  they  were  aware  that,  in  the 
case  of  Scotch  regiments,  this  was  a  very 
valuable  arrangement;  but,  under  the 
present  system,  they  were  linking  to- 
gether regiments  which  had  no  kind  of 
connection.  This  would  probably  lead 
to  inconvenience,  for  just  the  same  rea- 
son that  the  man  who  lived  in  a  semi- 
detached house — in  his  opinion,  the 
most  disagreeable  kind  of  residence — 
was  obliged  either  to  love  or  to  hate  his 
neighbour.  That  seemed  to  have  been 
the  principle  on  which  some  of  the  Eng- 
lish regiments  had  been  brought  to- 
gether, and  he  thought  it  would  be  well 
that  this  point  should  receive  considera- 
tion, and  be  dealt  with  by  the  Govern- 
ment ;  for  he  had  it  on  the  authority  of 
commanding  officers  that  if  they  did  not 
retain  the  services  of  tried  and  expe- 
rienced non-commissioned  officers  the 
efficiency  of  their  regiments  would  be 
destroyed. 

Sir  ALEXANDEE  GOEDON  wished 
to  ask  the  same  question  that  he  had  be- 
fore put  to  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  and  to  know  why  he  had  kept 
from  the  Estimates  the  detailed  statement 
of  the  regimental  establishments  ?  In  com- 
mencing his  statement,  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  had  said  that  he  was 
anxious  to  give  every  information  in  his 
power  ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  difficult  to 
understand  why  ho  withheld  information 
which  would  be  so  useful  to  every  Mem- 
ber who  wished  thoroughly  to  examine 
the  Estimates.  This  was  the  only  docu- 
ment by  which  they  could  test  the  work- 
ing of  the  deput  battalion  system,  and 
that  was  a  very  strong  reason  why  it 
should  be  given  to  them.  The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  told  him 
last  year  that  if  any  Member  wanted  the 
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Btatement  he  could  go  into  a  shop  and 
buy  one  of  the  Warrants  where  he  could 
ffet  it ;  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  thought 
that  information  should  be  published 
with  the  Estimates,  and  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers should  not  be  put  to  the  trouble  to 
buy  it,  and  the  labour  of  comparing  it 
with  the  figures  supplied  to  them,  when 
it  might  appear  on  a  couple  of  pages 
with  the  Vote.  He  should  be  glad  to 
know  why  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  had  ti^en  so  much  trouble 
to  eliminate  from  this  Vote  what  had 
always  previously  been  given  by  his 
Predecessors  ? 

Colonel  STANLEY:  I  think.  Sir, 
we  have  now  discussed  the  Estimates 
fully,  though  I  feel  I  have  no  ri^ht  to 
complain  cither  of  the  length  of  time 
which  has  been  occupied  or  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  discussion ;  in  fact,  I  may 
say  with  truth  that  I  have  never  seen 
the  Committee  more  ready  to  approach 
these  Estimates  in  what  I  may  call  a 
fair  and  satisfactory  spirit.  I  will  en- 
deavour to  reply  to  the  multiplicity  of 
questions  asked  me ;  and  if  any  should 
escape  my  observation  I  will  request 
hon.  Qentlemen  to  correct  me  in  regard 
to  the  various  points.  As  respecting  the 
last  question,  my  answer  must  substan- 
tially be  the  same  as  it  was  last  year, 
that  wo  do  not  now  think  it  desirable  to 
attach  what  is  necessarily  an  imperfect 
Paper  to  the  Estimates,  showing  what 
the  establishments  may  be.  We  prefer 
to  give  that  fuller  information  later  on, 
when  it  is  complete,  and  when  the  estab- 
lishments can  really  be  satisfactorily 
g^d.  We  do  not,  as  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Baronet  is  no  doubt  aware,  now 
print-them  for  general  use ;  and,  indeed, 
they  used  to  be  considered,  for  what 
reason  I  do  not  know,  a  confidential 
Paper.  The  Adjutant  General's  Eetum, 
now  placed  in  the  Library,  eives  up  to 
each  month,  not  only  the  establishments, 
but  what  effectives  there  are.  As  to  the 
question  of  printing  the  establishments 
with  the  Estimates,  I  do  not  know  if  I 
had  done  so  whether  I  should  not  have 
been  open  to  censure,  because  it  will  be 
remembered  that  the  House  is  now 
asked  on  this  occasion  to  vote  the  estab- 
lishments, and  it  might  be  said  that  it 
was  wrong  in  giving  them  before  the 
appropriation  was  voted.  With  refer- 
ence to  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Chatham  (Mr.  Otway)  has 
just  said,  I  regret  that  that  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  hear  the  whole  of  my  open- 
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ing  remarks,  because  if  he  had  he 
would  have  known  that  in  mj  opening 
statement  I  deprecated  any  discussion 
about  short  service,  and  definitely  de- 
clined to  be  drawn  into  a  conversation 
on  the  subject.  I  do  not  like  expressing 
an  opinion  where  that  opinion  might  pre- 
judice matters  which  are  still  tySpidiee; 
and  I,  therefore,  deprecate  any  discus- 
sion, and  must  give  that  answer  also  to 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Salford  (Mr.  Charley).  Here  I  must 
also  join  issue  with  the  hon.  Member. 
He  used  an  argument  which  seems  to 
me  to  divide  itself  into  two  parts,  one  of 
which  contradicts  the  other.  He  first  of 
all  criticized,  not  unnaturally  for  a  per- 
son outside  this  House,  perhaps,  thouffh 
not  so  naturally  for  a  Member  innde, 
the  expenditure  of  money  on  the  Army 
in  this  country  in  comparison  with  the 
results  attained  in  the  way  of  reomits, 
and  the  number  of  men  obtained  by 
foreign  service.  But,  surely,  if  a  com- 
parison is  to  be  instituted  with  foreiffii 
Armies,  you  ought  to  count  not  only  the 
Forces  to  whose  services  you  can  lay 
claim — you  do  not  merely  consider  the 
Eegular  Army — but  compare  also  the 
number  of  men  whom  you  can  pat  in 
arms.  Besides  the  troops  that  we  have 
in  India  at  the  present  tune  we  can  now 
raise  in  this  country  some  423,000  men 
of  all  arms.  Further  than  that,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  require  to  be  re- 
minded that  in  a  volimtary  service  you 
pay  what  is  the  market  price  for  the 
article  you  wish  to  acquire;  in  other 
words,  you  do  not  get  the  men  on  your 
terms,  but  you  get  them  on  the  terms 
at  which  they  are  willing  to  come.  That 
is  inherent  to  a  voluntary  system,  and 
is  what  makes  it  more  uncertain  and 
more  expensive.  It  is  one  of  the  points 
which  the  country,  in  weighing  the  ad- 
vantages and  disadvantages  of  voluntary 
service  against  compulsory  service,  mu^ 
consider  and  determine  for  itself.  Then, 
again,  it  is  hardly  fair,  in  making  a  com- 
parison of  that  kind,  to  leave  out  of  sight 
the  fact  that  we  have  no  conscription, 
and  that  we  have  foreign  service.  Yon 
can  get  men  easily  to  serve  at  home ; 
but  when  you  have  to  take  into  account 
the  exigencies  of  foreign  service,  then, 
undoubtedly,  that  raises  the  market  price 
of  the  soldier,  as  you  see  by  comparing 
the  price  of  the  Begular  Service  with 
the  Militia  or  the  other  Services. 

Me.  OTWAY:  I  admitted  all  these 
differences,  and  said  that  they  ought  to 
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be  taken  into  ooosideration  in  making 
the  comparison. 

Colonel  STANLEY :  I  am  glad  that 
the  hon.  Member  went  so  far  as  to  admit 
the  difference,  because  if  they  are  ad- 
mitted they  tend,  I  think,  very  much  to 
weaken  his  arg^ument,  in  making  a  com- 
parison between  our  Army  and  those  of 
foreign  countries.  Then  it  seemed  to 
me  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  used  two 
arguments  which  wore  inconsistent.  He 
spoke,  in  the  first  place,  of  the  import- 
ance of  getting  ffood  non-commissioned 
officers.  There  I  am  happy  entirely  to 
agree  with  him.  As  I  said  before,  I 
cannot  forecast  what  the  recommenda- 
tions of  Lord  Airey's  Committee  may  be, 
for  I  cannot  tell  to  what  conclusions  they 
may  have  come.  But  I  have  reason  to 
bebeve  that  they  have  had  very  fully 
in  their  minds  the  advantage  of  secur- 
ing, even  though  it  may  be  at  an  in- 
creased cost,  the  services  of  good  and 
efficient  non-commissioned  officers.  I 
have  spoken  earlier  this  evening  of  the 
regimental  officers  as  the  soid  and  spirit 
of  the  Army.  If  they  be  so,  the  non- 
commissioned officers  are  in  no  less  a 
degpree  tho  bone  and  framework  of  the 
reg^ent.  Especially  in  these  days  of 
short  service,  you  must  regard  the  non- 
oommissioned  officer  as  being  of  far 
greater  importance  to  the  regiment  even 
than  he  was  in  former  times.  [^Che&rs.'] 
I  hope  I  am  not  drawing  a  wrong  infor- 
enoe  from  the  cheers  that  I  hear  in  con- 
cluding that  if  I  should  make  a  recom- 
mendation in  that  direction  when  I 
receive  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
and  if  I  should  find,  on  full  considera- 
tion, that  I  am  not  able  to  deal  with 
snch  Boport  within  the  Vote,  that  the 
House  will  g^ve  a  candid  consideration 
to  any  proposal  I  may  have  to  make.  I 
cannot  say  more,  and  I  should  not  like 
to  sav  lees.  With  regard  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee  itself,  I 
think,  perhaps,  that  I  cannot  say  more 
than  that  I  repeat  what  I  said  in  the 
earlier  part  of  this  evening.  I  endea- 
Tonred,  as  far  as  I  was  able,  to  get  that 
Committee  to  report  before  the  Esti- 
mates were  considered ;  but,  for  very 
yalid  reasons,  they  were  unable  to  do  so. 
I  do  not  want  to  keep  any  matter  back 
from  the  House.  If  legislative  sanction 
fJiould  be  required  for  any  propositions 
in  this  Beport,  it  will,  undoubtedly,  be 
my  duty  to  bring  the  matter  at  onco  bo- 
fore  the  House;  while,  on  the  other 
lumd,  if  the  matter  is  not  such  as  to 


render  it  necessary  for  me  to  call  the 
attention  of  hon.  Members  to  it,  then  I 
will  do  the  best  in  my  power  to  facilitate 
any  discussion  on  the  subject.  That  is 
all  I  can  say  at  present  on  the  matter, 
and  I  hope  that  that  will  be  so  far  clear. 
My  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
for  West  8ussex(Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot) 
called  my  attention  to  a  matter  as  to 
which  I  would  rather  not  say  anything 
at  the  present  moment.  At  all  events, 
I  believe  we  may  find  more  fitting  oppor- 
tunities, and  when,  I  may  frankly  confess 
for  myself,  I  shall  have  better  means  of 
studying  the  whole  question.  I  am  re- 
ferring to  the  question  raised  by  the 
Correspondent  of  The  Daily  Telegraph  in 
connection  with  the  affairs  of  South 
Africa.  Everyone,  I  am  suro,  who  is 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Hussell,  will  give 
him  credit  for  wishing  to  write  what  he 
believes  to  be,  on  the  whole,  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  Service.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  cannot  but  feel  deeply  that 
many  of  my  brother  officers,  as  I  hope  I 
may  still  continue  to  call  them,  do  re- 
sent these  questions  being  brought  up 
and  published  without  due  evidence,  as 
they  think,  being  produced.  As  I  have 
already  previously  said,  tho  matter  is 
still  iub  judice ;  and  I  woidd,  therefore, 
rather  prefer  not  to  express  an  opinion. 
I  was  asked  by  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend,  very  germanely  to  the  subject, 
whether  any  of  these  complaints  were  to 
be  attributed  to  any  defect  in  the  Army 
Discipline  and  Begulation  Act;  and 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  oppo- 
site, in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  sdso 
pointed  out  that  there  might  have  been 
some  defects  discovered  in  the  working 
of  the  measure.  All  I  can  say  is  that, 
so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  that 
is  not  the  case.  On  the  contrary,  I  be- 
lieve it  is  working  very  fairly — I  do  not 
say  it  is  a  perfectly  correct  Act  in  every 
point,  and  I  do  not  say  any  large  measure 
that  has  ever  been  passed  ever  is — but, 
on  the  whole,  it  is  working  very  well. 
As  to  the  troops  in  South  Africa,  I  may 
remind  hon.  Members  that  the  Act  has 
only  come  into  force  in  those  parts  of 
the  world  on  this  very  day,  so  that 
whatever  has  happened  there  we  cannot 
lay  any  blame  upon  the  Act.  Then  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  (General 
'  Sir  George  Balfour)  went  on  to  make 
'  many  remarks  in  which  in  theory  I 
I  agree.  lie  pointed  out  very  justly  the 
difficulty  which  arises  from  the  fact  that 
the  Naval  Service  orders  guns,  for  in- 
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no  longer  use  breech-loading  ord- 1 
nance.  They  cast  all  their  breech- 
loaders and  vast  store  of  projectiles  upon 
the  Army,  and  said  they  wanted  muzzle- 
loading  ordnance,  regardless  of  cost. 
He  was  sure  that  if  the  present  Lord 
Hampton  had  remained  in  Office  as 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  he  would 
have  insisted  upon  the  Admiralty  taking 
upon  their  own  Estimates  the  cost  of 
those  *  ordnance  and  stores.  An  hon. 
Member  had  made  some  observations 
about  the  changes  in  the  12-inch  gun. 
But  these  changes  had  not  all  been 
mentioned ;  the  gun  of  this  calibre  was 
originally  only  20  tons,  then  increased 
to  23  tons,  then  increased  to  25  tons, 
then  to  35  tons,  and  now  they  had  got 
the  38-ton  gun.  But,  in  his  opinion, 
even  this  piece  was  too  light,  and  not 
of  sufficient  length  for  the  calibre.  These 
various  changes,  with  all  the  heavy 
attendant  costs,  in  this  description  of 
g^n  were  all  caused  by  the  Navy  being 
able  to  spend  the  funds  provided  in 
the  Army  Estimates,  and  by  their  un- 
willingness to  provide  vessels  suitable 
for  the  most  efficient  piece  of  ordnance. 
The  Navy,  in  order  to  obtain  a  gun 
of  a  powerful  description,  should  have 
stated!^  to  the  Ordnance  Department 
their  requirements  as  to  the  best  gun 
that  could  be  turned  out ;  but,  instead, 
the  Admiralty  said  —  **  No  ;  we  shall 
build  our  ships  as  we  see  fit,  and 
you  shall  supply  us  with  ordnance  suit- 
able for  the  ships  which  we  choose  to 
build."  Nothing  would  induce  them  to 
depart  from  that  condition,  and  hence 
the  various  changes  in  the  inefficient 
gpins,  so  costly  to  the  country  in  pro- 
viding guns  for  inefficient  naval  ves- 
sels. The  obvious  remedy  was  to  let 
the  Admiralty  provide  the  funds  in  the 
Naval  Estimates,  and  pay  for  their  ord- 
nance and  stores  as  required.  As  to 
the  question  of  Army  transport  charged 
on  the  Naval  Estimates,  he  said  distinctly 
there  was  a  waste  of  money  with  regard 
to  the  use  of  transports  for  moving  troops 
at  the  will  of  the  War  Office,  all  of 
which  waste  fell  upon  the  Navy,  as  did 
the  cost  of  guns  and  stores  on  the  Army. 
Therefore  it  was  that  the  two  systems 
together  worked  a  double  evil — the  Navy, 
by  unnecessarily  requiring  guns  and 
Btores  from  the  Army,  and  the  Army,  by 
requiring  unnecessary  transport  from  the 
Navy.  By  canying  out  his  suggestion, 
they  would,  each  arm  bearing  its  own  ! 
charges,  he  was  convinced,  economise  in  | 
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the  matter  of  the  movement  of  troops, 
and  a  great  deal  of  economy  in  guns 
and  stores  would  follow.  Then  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  gave  them  a  very  satis- 
factory statement  as  to  the  Medical  De- 
partment. He  was  glad  to  hear  that 
the  claims  of  the  medical  officers  were  at 
last  satisfied,  and  that  complaints  would 
now  cease.  He  had  often  urged  that  to 
keep  the  Medical  Department  of  tiie 
Army  in  a  chronic  state  of  complaint  was 
not  satisfactory.  Now,  another  change 
was  in  progress  of  trying  to  amalgamate 
the  medical  appointments  in  India  of 
the  two  Services — ^Indian  and  Home.  He 
was  perfectly  convinced  that,  however 
much  it  might  be  injurious  to  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  India,  the  amalga- 
mation of  the  appointments  of  the  two 
Services  would  be  a  great  ad  vantage  to  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Home  Army. 
For  them  there  would  be  many  more  open- 
ings and  increased  pay  in  various  shapes, 
and  these  advantages  could  not  fail  to  re- 
act on  the  Home  Medical  Service.  Bat  he 
earnestly  hoped  the  two  Secretaries  of 
State  would  take  oare  that  na  injustioe 
was  occasioned  to  the  Indian  Medical 
Department  by  the  amalgamation  of  the 
two  Services,  and  that  both  would  see 
that  justice  and  fair  treatment  were 
shown  to  the  officers  of  the  Indian 
Medical  Department,  now  deprived  of 
the  advantages  it  had  enjoyed  for  so 
many  years.  He  might  say  that  the 
arrangement  made  at  Aldershot,  by 
which  Sir  Frederick  Fitz  Wygram  had 
been  intrusted  with  the  supervision  of  a 
School  for  Veterinary  Subordinates 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  nothing  had 
been  done  out  of  the  due  course,  and  the 
greatest  advantage  was  expected  from 
the  advice  of  Sir  Frederick  Fitz  Wygram. 

General  Sir  GEOEQE  BALlTOUB 
was  aware  of  the  value  of  General 
Sir  Frederick  Fitz  Wygram's  advice. 
He  was  an  officer  who  had  g^r^i 
great  attention  to  the  subject  of  vete- 
rinary practice  in  the  Army,  and 
doubtless,  useful  results  would  follow 
from  even  minor  supervision  of  this  ex- 
perienced officer.  There  was  another 
matter  to  which  he  would  call  the  Se- 
cretary of  State's  attention.  It  was  in 
regard  to  the  money  receipts  arising  out 
of  the  Army  Services.  The  Secreti^  of 
State  knew  he  had  it  long  in  view  to 
effect  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  pay- 
ing: these  funds,  as  a  part  of  the  Civil 
reooipts,  into  the  miscellaneous  receipts 
of  the  Treasury.    They  were  now  about 
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to  add  thereto  by  first  swelling  the  Cloth-  \ 
ing  Vote  by  an  additional  expenditure  ; 
on  account  of  civil  clothing  to  the  men 
discharged  from  the  Service,  whereby 
this  money  was  charged  to  the  Army 
Votes;  and,  in  addition,  they  now  received 
advantage  by  the  sale  of  the  military 
clothing  of  the  discharged  soldiers  that 
these  men  would  have  otherwise  taken 
away.  This  money  must  then  be  paid  over 
to  the  Treasury  as  Civil  receipts.  They, 
no  doubt,  acted  wisely  in  providing  civil 
clothing,  instead  of  having  men  dis- 
charged with  the  regimental  clothing 
upon  them  ;  but  the  funds  derived  from 
the  sale  of  old  regimentals  ought  to  be 
made  available  for  the  Army.  Now, 
the  Secretary  of  State  himself  had 
long  objected  to  the  system  by  which 
these  changes  went  to  increase,  on  the 
one  hand,  the  expenditure  of  the  Army, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  money 
eained  by  the  sale  of  military  clothing 
had  not  been  shown  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Army,  but  made  to  swell  the  miscel- 
laneous receipts  of  the  country.  These 
money  receipts,  of  near  £500,000,  were 
so  important  that  it  became  a  question 
which  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  drop. 
The  Secretary  of  State  had  made  some 
remarks  with  regard  to  the  usefulness  of 
the  Woolwich  Dockyard,  and  had  con- 
nected his  name  with  that  yard;  but 
he  must  now,  seeing  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Admiral  (Admiral  Sir  William  Edmon- 
Btone),  bear  testimony  to  his  strong  and 
▼aloable  recommendation,  made  to  him 
(General  Sir  George  Balfour)  when  he 
officially,  on  behalf  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, Tisited  the  Yard.  At  that  date 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Admiral  was  Super- 
intendent, and  the  advice  given  by  him 
on  that  occasion  was  not  to  allow  the 
Dockyard  to  be  sold,  because  it  was 
no  longer  of  use  to  the  Navy.  He 
would  renture  to  say  that  he  recognized 
these  sound  views,  and  was  too  happy 
to  listen  to  his  advice  and  made  his  Ke- 
port  accordingly.  It  was  with  great  satis- 
uotion  that  he  found  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  attended  to  his  recom- 
mendation ;  and  still .  more  that  now, 
after  10  years,  the  recommendation  of  the 
hon .  and  gallant  Admiral  had  been  carried 
oat,  and  that  the  use  of  the  available 
share  in  the  Dockyard  had  been  found 
beneficial  to  the  Service.  The  SeQ^e- 
tarr  of  State  had  mentioned  that  five 
additional  battalions  of  Infantry  and 
six  batteries  of  Artillery  had  been  kept 
in  India;  but  in  no  part  of  the  Esti- 


mates could  he  find  anything  mentioned 
about  those  battalions.  They  were 
only  indebted  to  the  statement  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  information. 
It  would  have  been  well  if  the  fact  of 
the  battalions  and  ^batteries  in  question 
teiHporarily  detached  to  India,  and 
which  were  not  available  on  the  Home 
Establishment,  had  been  mentioned  in 
the  explanatory  Memorandum.  At  least, 
there  ought  to  be  a  foot  note  explaining 
the  matter  in  the  detailed  distribution 
of  the  Army.  He  had  also  to  point 
out  that  up  to  the  last  two  years  they 
had  a  very  useful  detailed  statement 
of  all  the  regimental  establishments 
in  the  Service  at  the  end  of  the  Army 
Estimates ;  but  the  House  had  been  de- 
prived of  that  useful  statement  during 
the  past  two  years.  It  was  of  consi- 
derable use  to  officers  to  know  what 
regiments  were  kept  up  tothefull*estab- 
lishment  and  what  were  on  the  peace 
establishment.  He  hoped  this  state- 
ment would  be  restored,  or  rather  that 
the  annual  establishments  of  regiments, 
when  settled  by  Her  Majesty,  be  sup- 
plied to  the  House.  Having  now  said 
so  much,  by  way  of  conclusion  he  would 
bear  his  willing  testimony  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  Estimates  were  prepared. 
They  were  drawn  out  with  great  care ; 
but  the  columns  in  which  the  details  of 
charges  for  Home  and  the  Colonies  were 
shown  were  only  partially  filled  in.  These 
details  were  much  needed  to  show  the 
cost  of  many  services  for  each  locality. 
There  was  one  other  point  he  would 
notice  before  sitting  down,  and  that  was 
the  expenditure  with  regard  to  Cyprus. 
He  thought  that  £26,000  for  the  Army 
Staff  included  in  these  Estimates  of  that 
little  Island  was  monstrous,  seeing  that 
there  was  only  half  a  battalion  of  In- 
fantry and  one  company  of  Engineers 
in  the  Island.  But  he  found  there  were 
doctors,  chaplains,  and  six  surgeon- 
majors  in  that  little  Island,  and  no  less 
than  20  of  the  Transport  Department. 
They  had  got  brigade  majors  and  other 
people  connected  therewith  sufficient 
for  a  Force  of  several  thousand  men, 
and  then  they  had  provisions  and  other 
kinds  of  stores— altogether,  £26,000  for 
this  wretched  little  place,  exclusive  of 
regimental  pay.  He  could  not  but  think 
this  large  Staff  establishment  was  em- 
ployed for  other  than  military  purposes; 
and  ho  regi^etted  that  the  heavily- 
woighted  Army  Estimates  had  this  im- 
fair  burden  tlurown  upon  them — a  bur- 
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den  wliich  belonged  to,  and  onght  to  be 
borne  by,  the  Civil  Estimates  if  this 
Island  was  unable  to  bear  the  cost. 

Mk.  MAEK  STEWAET  said,  every- 
one who  heard  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  would  be 
of  opinion  that  that  statement  was 
clear,  conclusive,  and  comprehensive. 
There  were  one  or  two  points,  how- 
ever, on  which  it  occurred  to  several 
Members,  as  well  as  to  himself,  that  it 
would  be  desirable  a  little  more  infor- 
mation should  be  given.  It  was  well 
known  that  last  year  there  was  a  certain 
movement  to  obtain  Instruction  Camps 
for  Artillery  Volunteers  in  Scotland. 
It  did  not  reach  him  that  other  camps 
than  those  in  existence  had  been  ar- 
ranged for.  When  they  considered  the 
immense  distance  which  Volunteers  had 
to  travel  to  Shoeburyness,  and  the  ex- 
penses to  which  commanding  officers 
were  put,  he  thought  that  it  was  of  the 
highest  importance  that  this  movement 
ought  to  bo  encouraged.  He  thought 
that  in  Scotland  and  in  the  North  of 
England  they  wore  entitled  to  some  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  Camps  of  Instruction  estab- 
lished in  Scotland;  and  he  hoped  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  when 
he  rose  to  reply,  would  give  the  Com- 
mittee some  information  on  this  matter. 

Major  NOLAN  said,  he  should  con- 
fine himself  exclusively  to  one  point, 
which  he  thought  was  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  country,  and  that  was 
the  complete  change  itom.  muzzle-loading 
ordnance  to  breech-loading  guns.  It  was 
a  subject  he  had  always  taken  the 
deepest  interest  in ;  and  he  congratu- 
lated the  War  Department  in  having 
pronounced,  in  such  a  decided  manner  as 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  had  de- 
cided, in  favour  of  the  latter  style  of  gun. 
Of  course,  there  were  certain  limitations 
as  to  his  statement.  It  was  not  settled 
that  every  muzzle-loader  would  at  once 
be  changed  into  a  breech-loador.  The 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  would 
very  likely  quarrel  with  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  if  he  attempted  to  do  that; 
but,  still,  what  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  said  was  extremely  important,  and 
foreshadowed  enormous  consequences. 
About  the  necessity  of  the  change  he 
had  no  doubt  whatever.  Since  he  last 
brought  the  subject  before  the  House 
last  year,  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
witnessing  some  experiments  at  Essen 
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with  Krupp's  guns ;  and  he  most  say, 
while  he  did  so,  ho  felt  quite  ashamed 
of  our  guns  as  compared  with  some  of 
Krupp's  guns.  Our  18 -ton  gun  oould 
not  compare  with  the  Krupp  18-ton  gun ; 
indeed  the  difference  was  extraordinary. 
Our  18-ton  gun  could  penetrate  only  14- 
inch  armour ;  but  the  Krupp  gun  could 
penetrate  an  armour  plate  of  20  inches. 
This  was  a  very  superior  force  in  favour 
of  the  foreign  gun.  The  difference  be- 
tween a  14-inch  piercing  power  and  a 
20-inch  piercing  power  would  make  all 
the  difference  between  winning  and  los- 
ing a  naval  engagement,  or  the  taking  or 
not  taking  of  a  naval  fortress.  In  many 
other  ways  the  Krupp  guns  had  an 
enormous  advantage.  With  respect  to 
our  80-ton  guns,  he  admitted  they  were 
very  accurate;  but  they  were  not  so  ac- 
curate as  the  70-ton  Ejrupp.  The  accu- 
racy was  surprising.  It  never  missed 
by  more  than  one  or  two  inches  at  the 
outside.  In  addition  to  this  wonderful 
accuracy — an  accuracy  they  oould  get 
only  by  breech-loading — ^this  70-ton  gun 
was  worked  like  a  small  gun.  All  the 
arrangements  were  excellent,  and  it  oould 
be  worked  by  15  or  16  men.  We  had 
never  arrived  at  that  stage  before.  Our 
d8-ton  guns  were  worked  by  maehmery, 
but  the  machinery  broke  down ;  and,  in 
fact,  it  was  impossible  to  work  miusle- 
loading  guns  except  in  turrets  or  some 
such  places.  With  regard  to  the  work- 
ing of  the  70-ton  Krupp  gun,  everyone 
who  witnessed  it — and  there  were  pre- 
sent Artillery  officers  from  all  countries 
in  Europe — agreed  that  it  was  complete 
in  all  respects.  He  did  not  wish  to  ex- 
aggerate what  he  saw  on  the  Continent. 
He  did  not  wish  to  create  the  impression 
that  the  whole  of  the  Continent,  because 
they  had  got  Krupp  guns,  were  so  much 
advanced  beyond  our  Artillery.  He 
believed  there  was  a  great  difference  be- 
tween the  guns  possessed  by  the  nations 
of  Europe  and  the  advanced  guns  which 
had  been  turned  out  last  week  or  last 
month  at  Essen.  There  was  a  very  great 
difference  between  the  guns  he  had  seen 
and  the  guns  possessed  on  the  Continent 
He  had,  no  doubt,  seen  the  best  guns 
made;  butstillthe  Continental  guns  were 
very  much  nearer  the  Krupp  ^uns  than 
our  guns,  and  the  former  would  be  more 
easily  assimilated  to  the  advance  type 
than  the  latter.  Certainly  the  5  or  6-ton 
guns  of  Sir  William  Armstrong  were 
very  fine  weapons,  and  they  could  compete 
favourably  with  the  Krupps  of  the  same 
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size.  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
had  toached  upon  the  question  of  powder. 
Now,  from  the  year  1866,  we  were  well 
aoquainted  with  the  system  adopted  in 
Bussia  for  the  manufacture  of  slow-burn- 
ing powder;  and  there  was  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  have  had  since  that 
time  good  powder,  inasmuch  as  we  per- 
fectly well  know  how  to  make  it.  In- 
deed, he  believed  that  our  powder  was 
as  good  as  any  that  could  be  found  at 
that  time  on  the  Oontinent.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  had  said  that  one 
of  the  reasons  for  adopting  breech-load- 
ing g^ns  was  that  long  guns  were  re- 
quired on  board  ship.  Now,  without 
pretending  to  be  vory  well  acquainted 
with  the  question  from  a  naval  point  of 
view,  he  would  mention  that  the  Naval 
Ordnance  Department  of  the  United 
States  had  reported  that  they  must  have 
breech-loading  guns  for  the  reason  that 
it  was  impossible  to  get  a  vessel  of  mode- 
rate beam  to  carry  a  sufficiently  long 
g^n.  The  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man was,  therefore,  fortified  in  his  posi- 
tion by  the  opinion  of  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment of  the  onlv  coimtry  which  had 
Deen  considered  to  be  our  equal  in  this 
respect.  He  was  aware  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  had  delayed  tak- 
ing action,  pending  the  result  of  the  ex- 
periments in  reference  to  the  gun  of  the 
Thunder0rt  and  he  was  not  sorry  that  this 
was  the  case.  He  was  glad  that  these 
experiments  had  been  made  on  the 
Thunderer^ i  gun ;  but  it  must  always  be 
remembered  that  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  was  in  this  difficulty — he 
must  always  do  what  the  naval  authori- 
ties  wanted,  and  several  times  during  the 
last  three  years  they  had  insisted  upon 
having  a  particular  class  of  guns,  so  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  had  been, 
to  a  certain  extent,  obliged  to  follow  them 
and  make  experiments,  because  the 
oountry  always  insisted  that  their  guns 
ahould  be  of  the  very  best  description. 
The  naval  authorities  were  continually 
making  mistakes  in  this  respect,  and  the 
light  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  was 
compelled  to  struggle  with  them  as  best 
lie  oould,  and  maixe  as  few  mistakes  as 
poatible.  Although  he  was  very  much 
in  favour  of  substituting  breech- loading 
gona  for  muzzle-loaders,  he  did  not  want 
to  press  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
to  make  this  substitution  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. The  expense  would  not 
alk>w  him  to  do  this.  In  a  land  fortress, 
for  inatanoe,  one  or  two  breech-loading 


guns  would  be  useful  among  a  larger 
number  of  muzzle-loading  weapons ;  and 
their  usefulness  would  consist,  to  a  great 
extent,  in  the  terror  with  which  they 
would  inspire  the  officers  of  an  invading 
Fleet,  who  would  not  know  whether 
their  vessels  were  about  to  be  pierced  by 
a  breech-loading  or  muzzle-loading  gun. 
But  he  would  advise  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  not  to  make  one  more 
muzzle-loader,  because  it  was  quite  clear 
that  there  would  be  a  large  number  of 
these  guns  to  be  taken  over  from  the 
Navy;  besides  which  we  had  already  a 
great  many  more  than  was  wanted,  the 
present  stock  being  valued  at  between 
£7,000,000  and  £8,000,000.  With  re- 
gard to  Continental  nations,  he  pointed 
out  that  although  they  were  possessed 
of  breech-loaders  their  weapons  were 
much  inferior  to  the  Armstrong  guns. 
He  believed  that  had  we  made  a  change 
at  an  earlier  period  in  the  character  of 
the  guns  used  in  the  Service  we  should 
have  saved  ourselves  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  as  well  as  expense,  the  change 
from  any  system  of  muzzle-loading  to 
any  system  of  breech-loading  being  ex- 
tremely easy.  Artillery  officers  did  not 
like  two  systems,  which  were  in  them- 
selves irreconcilable  ;  and  he  thought 
that  if  the  two  systems  were  put  into 
competition  one  would  have  a  tendency 
to  kill  the  other.  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  seemed — and  rightly,  in  his  opi- 
nion— to  attack  the  present  system  of 
muzzle-loading  at  both  ends.  It  was 
necessary  that  a  change  in  the  system 
should  take  place  for  many  reasons, 
particularly  as  the  cost  of  altering  small 
guns  was  very  inexpensive,  and  because 
the  possession  of  the  best  kind  of  guns 
was  a  great  advantage  in  battle.  He 
considered  the  question  to  have  been 
thoroughly  solved  and  settled  in  favour 
of  breech-loaders,  and  believed,  for  this 
reason,  that  experiments  were  no  longer 
necessary.  He  had  conversed  with  ar- 
tillerists from  every  country,  all  of  whom 
were  in  favour  of  breech-loading  ord- 
nance ;  and  he  hoped  that  steps  would 
be  taken  to  establish  an  uniform  sys- 
tem in  this  country,  the  Military  Depart- 
ment refraining  in  future  from  making 
muzzle-loading  guns,  except  in  cases  of 
emergency. 

Mb.  CHAELEY  said,  that  as  a  result 
of  the  deliberations  of  the  Committee 
many  views  had  been  expressed  in  favour 
of  the  long  service  system.  However 
much  a  system  of  short  service  might  be 
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suited  to  countries  where  there  was  com- 
pulsory service,  it  was  certainly  not,  in 
his  opinion,  suitable  to  this  country, 
where  there  existed  a  voluntary  system 
of  enlistment. 

Sib  ARTHUE  HAYTEE  said,  that 
he  desired  to  express  his  thanks  to  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  for  the  able  and 
lucid  way  in  which  he  had  set  forth  the 
Arm^  Estimates,  and  more  especially  for 
the  promise  which  he  had  given  that  the 
Committee  should,  at  a  later  time,  have 
a  further  opportunity  of  discussion.  He 
thought  the  interest  attached  to  the 
Army  Estimates  had  been  diminished 
by  the  fact  of  their  being  introduced  be- 
fore the  Report  of  Lord  Airey's  Com- 
mittee had  been  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment. There  were  four  cardinal  points 
which  could  not  be  discussed  until  that 
Report  had  been  presented — ^namely, 
length  of  service,  the  depot  system,  the 
linlung  of  regiments,  and  the  question 
of  calUng  out  the  Reserves.  Each  of 
these  points  was  so  essential  in  itself  to 
our  military  system  that  any  discussion 
at  that  moment  which  related  thereto 
must  be  of  a  desultory  character.  He 
would  like  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  "War  how  it  was  that  the  first-class 
Army  Reserve  had  only  increased  by  1 ,000 
men,  their  numbers  being  only  23,000 
as  against  22,000  in  last  year  ?  The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had,  in  his 
opinion^  exercised  a  wise  discretion  in 
calling  out  the  Militia  and  Yeomanry  for 
their  full  period  of  training,  because  it 
was  obvious  that  these  Forces  should  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  instruction  during 
the  whole  time  sanctioned  by  Parlia- 
ment. Ho  regretted,  however,  to  see 
that  the  number  of  Militia  present  at 
the  annual  training  was  24,000  below 
their  authorized  establishment ;  and  he 
trusted  that  some  steps  would  be  taken 
to  reduce  that  difference  both  in  the 
case  of  the  Militia  and  Yeomanry,  which 
latter,  also,  appeared  to  be  4,000  below 
their  proper  complement.  With  regard 
to  the  Volunteers,  nothing  could  be  more 
satisfactory  than  the  increase  of  their 
camp  allowances  from  £10,000  to 
£20,000,  because  their  attendance  at 
camp  conduced  greatly  to  their  efficiency. 
But  the  principal  point  of  interest  in 
connection  with  tliis  corps  was  that 
the  old  Easter  Monday  Review  was  to 
be  resumed  this  year ;  and,  in  reference 
to  this  subject,  he  begged  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Qendeman  if  he 
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proposed  to  send  down  an  eflicient  staff 
of  officers  to  conduct  the  manoBUvres  on 
this  occasion;  because,  if  a  very  large 
contingent  came  from  the  Metropolis,  u 
would  no  doubt  be  the  case,  he  thought 
that  it  should  have  afforded  to  it  the 
best  opportunity  for  drilling'.  He  en- 
tirely approved  of  the  suggestion  thrown 
out  by  the  right  hon.  and  g^allant  Gen- 
tleman, that  the  control  of  the  recroiting 
for  both  the  Regular  Army  and  the  Militia 
should  be  given  to  the  scune  general  officer, 
for,  undoubtedly,  under  a  different  sys- 
tem, there  would  be  a  probability  of  ^e 
two  branches  clashing  upon  this  point. 
He  thought  that  an  explanation  was 
due  to  the  House  with  regard  to  another 
question  ;  and  he  desired  further  to  know 
what  were  the  duties  of  officers  serving 
on  the  Staff  when  their  regiments  were 
called  out  for  service  in  the  field?  In 
one  of  the  late  engagements  in  Af- 
ghanistan the  9th  Lancers  had  suffered 
very  greatly;  and  there  were,  besides 
one  officer  who  was  killed  and  two  who 
were  severely  wounded,  three  officers 
absent  from  the  regiment.  He  thought 
that  some  regulations  should  be  made 
with  regard  to  officers  holding  a  position 
on  the  Staff. 

ColonelTREMAYNE  said,  he  wished 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  and  gaUant 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  ton 
War,  whether  it  was  intended  to 
make  any  regulations  with  regard 
to  officers  serving  on  special  duty  at 
a  considerable  distance  from  their  re- 
giments ?  He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  the  present  system  was  not  a  good 
one. 

Mb.  OTWAY  said,  there  were  two 
lines  in  the  Estimates  which  appeared 
to  him  to  be  of  a  very  striking  character. 
He  found  that  a  sum  of  money  was  Toted 
for  the  Army  which  amounted  to  nearly 
£15,000,000  sterling,  and  the  numberof 
men  whose  services  were  obtained  for 
this  sum  was  123,791.  Looking  at 
these  figures,  the  comparison  drawn 
from  them  was  of  a  very  startling  cha- 
racter. The  contrast  was  so  extraordi- 
nary that  it  might  well  be  asked  how 
it  was  that  he  obtained  the  services  of 
only  about  120,000  men  for  the  expen- 
diture of  £15,000,000  sterling,  while 
Germany,  for  the  sum  of  £17,000,000 
sterling,  maintainedan  Army  of  500,000 
constantly  on  foot,  and  was  able  to  place 
an  Army  of  1,000,000  men  in  the  field 
at  three  weeks'  notice  ?  If  hon.  Mem- 
bers objected  to  this  comparison 


89 


Supply — 


{Mabch  1,  1880] 


Army  JSstifnat&t. 


90 


the  German  Army,  let  them  take  the 
Armies    of   other  countries,   and  they 
would  meet  with  figures  that  were  much 
more  startling ;  they  would  find  a  num- 
ber of  men  obtained  for  a  similar  sum 
of  money  greatly  exceeding  the  number 
set  down  in  the  present  Estimates.     He 
made  no  accusation  against  the  right 
hon.   and  gallant  Gentleman,  who,  he 
considered,  had  added  nothing  to  the 
Army  Expenditure.    But  he  complained 
of   the  system  which,  for   £15,000,000 
sterling,   only  produced  120,000   men. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  there  was 
something  wrong  either  in  the  expendi- 
ture, or  in  the  military  system,  which  re- 
quired so  large  a  sum  of  money  for  the 
Production  oi  so  small  a  number  of  sol- 
iers.     He    desired  to   ask    the    right 
hon.   and  gallant  Gentleman  whether 
the  Goyemment  contemplated  or  had 
formed  any  plan  for  securing  the  con- 
tinuance in  me  Seryice  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officers  of  the  Army  ?    When 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  opposite 
(Mr.  Charley)  had  said  that  short  ser- 
yice had  been  tried  and  had  been  found 
to    be  unsuitable   to  this    country  he 
somewhat  doubted  that  yiew,  because 
the  present  Goyemment  had  altogether 
accepted,  so    far   as    related   to  short 
seryice,   the    position  taken   by   Lord 
Cardwell ;  besides  which,  short  seryice 
seemed  to  haye  been  generally  accepted 
throughout   the  countir.    Lord  Card- 
well's  plan,  howeyer,  had  neyer  been 
completed.    But  his  intention  was  to 
demand  an  additional  sum  of  money,  in 
order  to  secure  the  retention  of  non- 
commissioned   officers    in    the    Army. 
There  were  so   many  inducements  of- 
fered to  these  men  in  ciyil  life  that  their 
retention  in  the  Army  would  be  almost 
an  impossibility  unless  some  greater  ad- 
yantaffes  were  held  out  to  them.     Any- 
one who  took  an  interest  in  this  subject 
would  see  that  it  was  one  which  required 
g^at    consideration.     With  regard  to 
the  system  of  linking  regiments,  he  yory 
much  questioned  whether,  in  the  British 
Army,  it  was  productiye  of  good,  inas- 
much as  it  would  certainly  affect,  if  it 
did  not  destroy,  that  which  the  soldier 
considered  of  great  yalue — namely,  the 

firestige  of  corps,  which  the  system  of 
inkedbattalions  would  certainly  weaken. 
They  had  lately  seen  a  regiment  entirely 
destroyed  by  the  application  of  this 
principle.  He  had  himself  known  of  a 
regiment  which  was  utterly  annihilated 
bj  haying  all  its  efficient  men  taken 


from  it,  and  made  to  join  regiments 
with  which  they  had  no  affinity  what- 
eyer.  In  the  case  to  which  he  referred, 
the  commanding  officer  found  himself 
denuded  of  all  his  good  men,  and  re- 
duced to  the  command  of  a  regiment 
utterly  inefficient.  He  asked  what 
would  be  the  feelings  of  that  officer, 
who  found  himself  obliged  to  be  con- 
tinually training  up  boys,  in  order  to 
make  another  regiment  efficient  ?  The 
existing  system,  under  which  all  the 
efficient  men  were  drafted  out  of  one 
regiment  into  another,  and  the  regiments 
linked  together,  was  most  injurious  to 
the  Seryice.  One  could  understand  two 
Highland  regiments,  or  two  regiments 
from  Yorkshire,  being  linked  together ; 
indeed,  they  were  aware  that,  in  the 
case  of  Scotch  regiments,  this  was  a  yery 
yaluable  arrangement;  but,  under  the 
present  system,  they  were  linking  to- 
gether regiments  which  had  no  kind  of 
connection.  This  would  probably  lead 
to  inconyenience,  for  just  the  same  rea- 
son that  the  man  who  liyed  in  a  semi- 
detached house — in  his  opinion,  the 
most  disagreeable  kind  of  residence — 
was  obliged  either  to  loye  or  to  hate  his 
neighbour.  That  seemed  to  haye  been 
the  principle  on  which  some  of  the  Eng- 
lish regiments  had  been  brought  to- 
gether, and  he  thought  it  would  be  well 
that  this  point  should  receiye  considera- 
tion, and  be  dealt  with  by  the  Goyem- 
ment ;  for  he  had  it  on  the  authority  of 
commanding  officers  that  if  they  did  not 
retain  the  seryices  of  tried  and  expe- 
rienced non-commissioned  officers  the 
efficiency  of  their  regiments  would  be 
destroyed. 

Sir  ALEXANDEE  GOEDON  wished 
to  ask  the  same  question  that  he  had  be- 
fore put  to  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  and  toknow  why  he  had  kept 
from  the  Estimates  the  detailed  statement 
of  the  regimental  establishments  ?  In  com- 
mencing his  statement,  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  had  said  that  he  was 
anxious  to  give  every  information  in  his 
power  ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  difficult  to 
understand  why  he  withheld  information 
which  would  be  so  useful  to  every  Mem- 
ber who  wished  thoroughly  to  examine 
the  Estimates.  This  was  the  only  docu- 
ment by  which  they  could  test  the  work- 
ing of  the  doput  battalion  system,  and 
that  was  a  very  strong  reason  why  it 
should  be  given  to  them.  The  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  told  him 
last  year  that  if  any  Member  wanted  the 
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statement  he  could  go  into  a  shop  and 
buy  one  of  the  Warrants  where  he  could 
get  it ;  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  thought 
that  information  should  be  published 
with  the  Estimates,  and  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers should  not  be  put  to  the  trouble  to 
buy  it,  and  the  labour  of  comparing  it 
with  the  figures  supplied  to  them,  when 
it  might  appear  on  a  couple  of  pages 
with  the  Vote.  He  should  be  glad  to 
know  why  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  had  tc^en  so  much  trouble 
to  eliminate  from  this  Vote  what  had 
always  previously  been  given  by  his 
Predecessors  ? 

Colonel  STANLEY:  I  think,  Sir, 
we  have  now  discussed  the  Estimates 
fully,  though  I  feel  I  have  no  rieht  to 
complain  cither  of  the  length  of  time 
which  has  been  occupied  or  of  the  cha- 
racter of  the  discussion ;  in  fact,  I  may 
say  with  truth  that  I  have  never  seen 
the  Committee  more  ready  to  approach 
these  Estimates  in  what  I  may  call  a 
fair  and  satisfactory  spirit.  I  will  en- 
deavour to  reply  to  the  multiplicity  of 
questions  asked  me  ;  and  if  any  should 
escape  my  observation  I  will  request 
hon.  Qentlemen  to  correct  me  in  regard 
to  the  various  points.  As  respecting  the 
last  question,  my  answer  must  substan- 
tially be  the  same  as  it  was  last  year, 
that  we  do  not  now  think  it  desirable  to 
attach  what  is  necessarily  an  imperfect 
Paper  to  the  Estimates,  showing  what 
the  establishments  may  be.  We  prefer 
to  give  that  fuller  information  later  on, 
when  it  is  complete,  and  when  the  estab- 
lishments can  really  be  satisfactorily 
good.  We  do  not,  as  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Baronet  is  no  doubt  aware,  now 
print-them  for  general  use ;  and,  indeed, 
they  used  to  be  considered,  for  what 
reason  I  do  not  know,  a  confidential 
Paper.  The  Adjutant  General's  Return, 
now  placed  in  the  Library,  ^ves  up  to 
each  month,  not  only  the  establishments, 
but  what  effectives  there  are.  As  to  the 
question  of  printing  the  establishments 
with  the  Estimates,  I  do  not  know  if  I 
had  done  so  whether  I  should  not  have 
been  open  to  censure,  because  it  will  be 
remembered  that  the  House  is  now 
asked  on  this  occasion  to  vote  the  estab- 
lishments, and  it  might  be  said  that  it 
was  wrong  in  giving  them  before  the 
appropriation  was  voted.  With  refer- 
ence to  what  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Chatham  (Mr.  Otway)  has 
just  said,  I  regret  that  that  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  hear  the  whole  of  my  open- 
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ing  remarks,  beoaose  if  he  had  1m 
would  have  known  that  in  my  opening 
statement  I  deprecated  any  diacomon 
about  short  service,  and  definitely  de- 
clined to  be  drawn  into  a  conversatioa 
on  the  subject.  I  do  not  like  expressing 
an  opinion  where  that  opinion  might  pie- 
judice  matters  which  axe  still  9ySjmiic$: 
and  I,  therefore,  deprecate  any  discus- 
sion, and  must  g^ve  that  answer  also  to 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Salford  (Mr.  Charley).  Here  I  mast 
also  join  issue  with  the  hon.  Member. 
He  used  an  argument  which  seems  to 
me  to  divide  itself  into  two  parts,  one  of 
which  contradicts  the  other.  He  first  of 
all  criticized,  not  unnaturally  for  a  per- 
son outside  this  House,  perhaps,  thongh 
not  so  naturally  for  a  Member  innoe, 
the  expenditure  of  money  on  the  Army 
in  this  country  in  comparison  with  the 
results  attained  in  the  way  of  recruits, 
and  the  number  of  men  obtained  by 
foreign  service.  But,  surely,  if  a  com- 
parison is  to  be  instituted  with  foreign 
Armies,  you  ought  to  count  not  only  the 
Forces  to  whose  services  you  can  lay 
claim — you  do  not  merely  consider  the 
Eegular  Army — ^but  oompare  also  the 
number  of  men  whom  you  can  pat  in 
arms.  Besides  the  troojps  that  we  have 
in  India  at  the  present  tmie  we  can  now 
raise  in  this  country  some  423,000  men 
of  all  arms.  Further  than  that,  the  hen. 
Gentleman  does  not  require  to  be  re- 
minded that  in  a  voluntary  service  yen 
pay  what  is  the  market  price  for  the 
article  you  wish  to  acquire;  in  other 
words,  you  do  not  get  the  men  on  your 
terms,  but  you  get  them  on  the  terms 
at  which  they  are  willing  to  come.  That 
is  inherent  to  a  voluntary  system,  and 
is  what  makes  it  more  uncertain  and 
more  expensive.  It  is  one  of  the  points 
which  the  country,  in  weighing  the  ad- 
vantages and  disadvantages  of  voluntary 
service  against  compulsory  service,  mu^ 
consider  and  determine  for  itself.  Then, 
again,  it  is  hardly  fair,  in  making  a  com- 
parison of  that  kind,  to  leave  out  of  sight 
the  fact  that  we  have  no  conscription, 
and  that  we  Lave  foreign  service.  You 
can  get  men  easily  to  serve  at  home ; 
but  when  you  have  to  take  into  account 
the  exigencies  of  foreign  service,  then, 
undoubtedly,  that  raises  the  market  price 
of  the  soldier,  as  you  see  by  comparing 
the  price  of  the  Hegular  Service  with 
the  Militia  or  the  other  Services. 

Me.  OTWAY:  I  admitted  all  these 
differences,  and  said  that  they  ought  to 
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be  taken  into  consideration  in  making 
the  oomparison. 

Colonel  STANLEY :  I  am  glad  that 
the  hon.  Member  went  so  far  as  to  admit 
the  difference,  because  if  thej  are  ad- 
mitted they  tend,  I  think,  very  much  to 
weaken  his  arg^ument,  in  making  a  com- 
parison between  our  Army  and  those  of 
foreign  countries.  Then  it  seemed  to 
zne  uiat  the  hon.  Gentleman  used  two 
arguments  which  wore  inconsistent.  He 
spoke,  in  the  first  place,  of  the  import- 
ance of  getting  ffood  non-commissioned 
officers.  There  I  am  happy  entirely  to 
agree  with  him.  As  I  said  before,  I 
cannot  forecast  what  the  recommenda- 
tions of  Lord  Airey's  Committee  may  be, 
for  I  cannot  tell  to  what  conclusions  they 
may  have  come.  But  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  they  have  had  veir  fully 
in  their  minds  the  advantage  of  secur- 
ing, even  though  it  may  be  at  an  in- 
creased cost,  the  services  of  good  and 
efficient  non-commissioned  officers.  I 
have  spoken  earlier  this  evening  of  the 
regimental  officers  as  the  soul  and  spirit 
of  the  Army.  If  they  be  so,  the  non- 
commissioned officers  are  in  no  less  a 
degree  tho  bone  and  framework  of  the 
reg^ent.  Especially  in  these  days  of 
short  service,  you  must  regard  the  non- 
commissioned officer  as  being  of  far 
greater  importance  to  the  regiment  even 
than  he  was  in  former  times.  [^Che&rs.'] 
I  hope  I  am  not  drawing  a  wrong  infer- 
ence from  the  cheers  that  I  hear  in  con- 
cluding that  if  I  should  make  a  recom- 
mendation in  that  direction  when  I 
receive  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
and  if  I  should  find,  on  full  considera- 
tion, that  I  am  not  able  to  deal  with 
such  Boport  within  the  Vote,  that  the 
House  will  give  a  candid  consideration 
to  any  proposal  I  may  have  to  make.  I 
cannot  say  more,  and  I  should  not  like 
to  sav  lees.  With  regard  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Committee  itself,  I 
think,  perhaps,  that  I  cannot  say  more 
than  that  I  repeat  what  I  said  in  the 
earlier  part  of  this  evening.  I  endea- 
voured, as  far  as  I  was  able,  to  get  that 
Committee  to  report  before  the  Esti- 
mates were  considered;  but,  for  very 
valid  reasons,  they  were  unable  to  do  so. 
I  do  not  want  to  keep  any  matter  back 
from  the  House.  If  legislative  sanction 
should  be  required  for  any  propositions 
in  this  Beport,  it  will,  undoubtedly,  be 
my  duty  to  bring  the  matter  at  once  be- 
fore the  House;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  matter  is  not  such  as  to 


render  it  necessary  for  me  to  call  the 
attention  of  hon.  Members  to  it,  then  I 
will  do  the  best  in  my  power  to  facilitate 
any  discussion  on  the  subject.  That  is 
all  I  can  say  at  present  on  the  matter, 
and  I  hope  that  that  will  be  so  far  clear. 
My  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
for  West  Sussex  (Sir  Walter  B.Barttelot) 
called  my  attention  to  a  matter  as  to 
which  I  would  rather  not  say  anything 
at  the  present  moment.  At  all  events, 
I  believe  we  may  find  more  fitting  oppor- 
tunities, and  when,  I  may  frankly  confess 
for  myself,  I  shall  have  better  means  of 
studying  the  whole  question.  I  am  re- 
ferring to  the  question  raised  by  the 
Correspondent  of  The  Daily  Telegraph  in 
connection  with  the  affairs  of  South 
Africa.  Everyone,  I  am  suro,  who  is 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Hussell,  will  give 
him  credit  for  wishing  to  write  what  he 
believes  to  be,  on  the  whole,  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  Service.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  cannot  but  feel  deeply  that 
many  of  my  brother  officers,  as  I  hope  I 
may  still  continue  to  call  them,  do  re- 
sent these  questions  being  brought  up 
and  published  without  due  evidence,  as 
they  think,  being  produced.  As  I  have 
already  previously  said,  tho  matter  is 
still  8uh  judice ;  and  I  would,  therefore, 
rather  prefer  not  to  express  an  opinion. 
I  was  asked  by  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend,  very  germanely  to  the  subject, 
whether  any  of  these  complaints  were  to 
be  attributed  to  any  defect  in  the  Army 
Discipline  and  [Regulation  Act;  and 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  oppo- 
site, in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  also 
pointed  out  that  there  might  have  been 
some  defects  discovered  in  the  working 
of  the  measure.  All  I  can  say  is  that, 
so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  that 
is  not  the  case.  On  the  contrary,  I  be- 
lieve it  is  working  very  fairly — I  do  not 
say  it  is  a  perfectly  correct  Act  in  every 
point,  and  I  do  not  say  any  large  measure 
that  has  ever  been  passed  ever  is — but, 
on  the  whole,  it  is  working  very  well. 
As  to  the  troops  in  South  Africa,  I  may 
remind  hon.  Members  that  the  Act  has 
only  come  into  force  in  those  parts  of 
the  world  on  this  very  day,  so  that 
whatever  has  happened  there  we  cannot 
lay  any  blame  upon  the  Act.  Then  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  (General 
Sir  George  Balfour)  went  on  to  make 
many  remarks  in  which  in  theory  I 
n^ree.  lie  pointed  out  very  justly  the 
difficulty  which  arises  from  the  fact  that 
the  Naval  Service  orders  guns,  for  in- 
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stance,  and  that  we  have  to  supply 
them.  He  observed  that  much  greater 
simplicity  would  result  if  the  Navy  paid 
for  its  own  guns,  and  each  Department 
bore  the  expense  of  its  transport  ser- 
vices. This  is  all  part  of  a  very  much 
larger  question  of  account  and  re-pay- 
ment, and  I  can  only  say  that  I  was 
very  much  impressed  with  his  view  of 
the  matter,  and  with  the  importance  of 
the  question ;  so  much  so  that  when  I 
was  at  the  Treasury  I  was  instrumental 
in  procuring  a  Commission  to  inquire 
into  this  question  of  extra  receipts.  I 
believe  that  Committee  is  still  progress- 
ing in  its  labour ;  and  although  I  am 
YQTj  much  prepared  to  agree  in  theory 
witn  what  he  has  said,  still  it  will  be 
found  in  a  matter  of  accotmt  and  detail 
of  this  kind  that  the  matter  is  not  by 
any  means  so  simple  or  one-sided  as  it 
looks.  I  hope  further  inquiries  will  be 
made  into  the  matter,  and  I  know  that 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  and  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  will  give 
any  recommendations  which  may  be  ad- 
dressed to  them  very  careful  and  prompt 
consideration.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Galway 
(Major  Nolan)  has  commented  in  a 
manner  which  I  was  very  glad  to  hear 
on  the  statement  which  it  was  my  duty 
to  make  in  connection  with  the  subject 
of  breech-loading  guns  as  compared  with 
muzzle-loaders.  That  question  we  know 
has  long  interested  him.  He  has  brought 
it  on  several  former  occasions  very  ably  be- 
fore the  House,  and  he  must  be  glad  to 
see  that  others  are  now  coming  round  to 
the  views  he  has  advocated  for  some 
considerable  time.  He  has  so  many 
arguments  on  his  side  that  I  am  sure 
he  will  not  wish  to  make  use  of  any  bad 
ones ;  and,  therefore,  I  feel  it  desirable 
to  remind  him  that  the  question  of 
breech-loading  guns  has  very  much 
changed  in  its  aspect  within  the  last  few 
years,  and  that  the  arguments  which 
might  have  been  used  with  a  great  deal 
of  force  a  few  years  ago  cannot  be  so 
used  now,  because  circumstances  have 
altered.  It  is  not  merely  the  question 
of  the  breech-loader,  but  of  the  long 
gun,  which  has  brought  up  fresh  diffi- 
culties, and  has  done  away  with  many 
of  the  difficulties  which  formerly  deter- 
mined the  balance  in  favour  of  the 
muzzle-loaders.  It  is  now,  therefore,  a 
question  of  the  long  gun  and  of  the 
compressed  powder  which  is  forced  upon 
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us,    rather   than  the   reversal  of  any 
wrong  decision  to  which  we  came  a  few 
years  ago.     Indeed,  if  we  had  spent  all 
the  money  which  we  spent  on  muzzle- 
loaders  on    breech-loaders,    we   should 
equally  have  had  to  come  to  a  change  of 
mind  at  the  present  time,  owing  to  the 
greater  propulsive  power  of  the  powder 
now  used.     My  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
the    Member    for    Bath    (Sir    Arthmr 
Hayter)  has  asked  a  question  with  re- 
gard to  the  Staff  at  the  Brighton  Heview. 
I   believe  that  it  is  not  yet  quite  ar- 
ranged, but  that  it  is  intended  that  all 
the  divisional  officers  at  least  shall  be 
provided  from  the  Begular  Service ;  bnt 
I  am  not  quite  certain  whether  Begpilar 
officers  are  also  to  be  found  for  the  bri- 
gades.  Some,  I  believe,  will  be  officered 
by  Begular  officers,  while  some  brigades 
will  be  provided  for  by  officers  of  the 
Volunteer  Service.    I  cannot  speak  with 
certainty  on  this  point,  for,  as  my  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  is  aware,  the  list  was 
not  closed  till  Saturday  last,  and  I  be- 
lieve a  very  large  number  of  applications 
camein  at  the  very  last  moment,  which  will 
probably  necessitate  some  slight  change. 
Everything,  however,  will  be  done  to 
make  that  Keview  as  efficient  aspossible, 
and  I  may  fairly  hope  ^at  "S^lunteer 
officers — now  that  they  have  had  longer 
experience — may  overcome  many  of  the 
difficulties  experienced    at  former  Be- 
views.     I  was  also  asked  a  question  as 
to  the  number  of  officers  drawn  from 
their  regiments  for  Staff  employment, 
and  reference  was  notably  made  to  the 
9th  Lancers.    That  was,  of  course,  a 
most  unfortunate  case  to  begin  with; 
one  must  always  expect  in  a  Cavidrj 
regiment,  ex  necessitate  ret,  to  use  an  ab- 
normal number  of   officers  withdrawn 
for  Staff  employment ;  and  undoubtedly 
the  case  of  the  9th  Lancers  is  one  which, 
I  am  sure,  the  whole  Service  would  de- 
plore.   It  is,  on  the  other  hand,  very 
difficult  to  lay  down  any  hard-and-fast 
line  as  to  where  an  officer  is  best  em- 
ployed.    An  officer  is  employed  doing 
excellent  service  in  South  Africa,  which 
service,  at  the  moment  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed, certainly  seemed  as  if  it  was  to 
be  the  only  active   service  which  any 
officer  of  his  regiment  would  like  to  see. 
His  regiment  at  that  time  was  posted  on 
the  North  West  Frontier,  and  at  the 
time   when    Major    Bushman    went  to 
South  Africa  it  did  not  appear  likely  to 
bo  called  upon  in  active  service.     But  I 
also  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  lay 


w 


Supply — 


(Maboh  1,  1880] 


Army  EsUmatei. 


98 


down  a  hard-and-fast  line,  because  if  we 
do  it  will  inevitably  lead  us  to  the  prin- 
ciple which  we  have  never  adopted,  and 
wnioh,  I  hope,  we  shall  always  be  loth 
to  adopt  —  that  principle  which  the 
French  and  Gorman  Armies  have  adopted 
of  a  separate  Staff  Corps.  I  think  we 
all  agree  that  a  Staff  officer  is  all  the 
better  for  being  acquainted  with  military 
duties  generally,  and  for  the  experience 
he  gains  in  his  own  regiment,  and  there- 
fore I  should  be  very  sorry  to  lay  down 
any  hard-and-fast-Hne  —  we  must  be 
guided  by  what  is  thought  best  for  the 
Service.  Still,  on  the  other  hand,  I  do 
join  in  deprecating  the  withdrawal  of 
reg^ental  officers  from  their  re^ments; 
and  I  must  remind  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  that  a  good  deal  of  this  will 
be  avoided  in  the  future,  especially 
where  many  officers  are  wanted  lor  lines 
of  communication,  by  the  Eeserve  of 
officers  of  which  I  spoke  this  evening. 
They  will  be  volunteered  for  duties  for 
which  regimental  officers  have  now  to  be 
withdrawn  from  their  regiments.  I  was 
also  asked  a  question  in  reeard  to  a  Camp 
of  Instruction  in  the  Nortn  for  the  Artil- 
lery. All  I  can  say  is,  that  the  question 
has  not  been  lost  sight  of.  It  was  first  of 
all  examined  with  uie  view  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  it  was  practical  to  establish 
a  second  Shoeburyness,  where  officers 
could  receive  instruction  without  having 
the  trouble  of  going  so  long  a  distance 
to  the  South.  That  was  not  found  prac- 
ticable, and  the  point  now  under  con- 
sideralion  is,  whether  or  not  an  annual 
Camp  of  Instruction  can  be  formed.  In- 
quiries are  still  going  on,  and  when  that 
is  done,  and  if  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  will  repeat  the  question  to 
me  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  give  him  some  information  on 
the  subject,  although  I  cannot  speak 
more  clearly  now.  Then,  with  regard 
to  the  sale  of  old  arms,  the  hon.  and 
grallant  Gontleman  opposite  deprecated 
our  selling  them,  observing  that  thoy 
were  used  for  purposes  which  are  not 
the  best,  and  that  they  really  brought  in 
very  little  money  to  the  Government. 
I  quite  concur  in  that  remark,  and,  so 
fiar  as  my  noble  Friend  (Lord  Eustace 
Cecil)  and  myself  are  concerned,  we 
stopped  the  sale  of  old  arms  last  year, 
ana  what  are  now  being  offered  are 
the  accumulated  stores  which  dealers 
bought  from  us  some  time  ago,  and 
are  now  retailing  from  time  to  time. 
Over  these  sales  we  have,  of  course,  no 

YOL.  GOLI.       [thibd  sxbies.] 


control,  although  I  myself  personally 
very  much  regret  the  practice  in  which 
these  dealers  indulge.  At  the  same 
time,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
there  never  was  a  time  when  there  were 
so  many  old  disused  arms  offering  in 
Europe,  and  our  small  contribution  in 
that  direction  will  not  tell  very  much 
one  way  or  the  other.  The  matter,  how- 
ever, was  wrong  in  principle,  and  it 
seemed  to  me  and  my  non.  Friend  that 
it  would  be  better  to  put  up  with  the 
small  loss  and  to  stop  the  sale  ;  and  that, 
as  I  have  said,  was  done  last  year. 
Again,  I  was  asked  as  to  the  old  clothes 
of  the  Volunteers.  We  no  longer  give 
soldiers  on  their  discharge  their  old 
military  clothes,  but  we  give  them  a 
suit  of  private  clothes  instead.  I  do  not 
know  whether  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Wigton  (Mr.  Mark  Stewart)  in- 
tended to  suggest  that  we  should  do  the 
same  thing  with  the  Yolunteers,  because, 
if  he  did,  me  case  is  not  the  same,  as  they 
have  their  private  clothes  in  wear  every 
day,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  give  them  clothes  in  place  of  a 
uniform  which  very  likely,  from  the 
very  beginning,  has  been  entirely  their 
own.  fi  he,  however,  merely  means  to 
suggest  that  we  should  give  them  facili- 
ties for  disposing  of  their  old  uniforms, 
I  think  that  is  a  fair  question.  It  is 
quite  possible  to  be  able  to  get  a  better 
price  for  the  old  uniforms  of  the  Volun- 
teers than  they  are  able  to  obtain  for 
themselves.  That  is,  however,  a  matter 
for  examination  hereafter.  I  have  now 
gone  over  all  the  points  as  to  each  ques- 
tion which  were  put  to  me,  and  I  hope 
it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  the  Committee 
to  allow  me  to  take  the  Yote  asked  for. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(2.)  £4,579,000,  Pay  and  Allowances 
(Land  Forces  at  Home  and  Abroad). 

General  Sir  GEOEGE  BALFOUB 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State,  why  they 
should  not  take  the  Yote  for  the  number 
of  men  in  each  branch  of  the  Service 
separately?  That  was  the  course  fol- 
lowed in  France.  The  French  Court  of 
Accounts  invariably  verified  the  numbers 
of  the  General  Army,  and  by  takinc^  the 
different  arms  all  chances  of  swelling 
the  numbers  of  one  arm,  and  reducing 
the  numbers  of  the  other  arms,  were 
thereby  prevented,  and  ho  hoped  that 
next  year  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
would  follow  the  same  course.  At  all 
events,  ho  did  not  see,  when  the  verifi- 
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cation  took  place,  why  the  number  of 
men  in  each  oranch  of  the  Service  should 
not  be  examined.  He  had  the  same  ob- 
jection to  offer  with  regard  to  the  pay 
of  all  the  Army.  Nearly  one- third  of 
the  whole  Military  Expenditure  was 
voted  in  one  Vote.  It  ought  to  be  divided 
into  the  several  Votes  corresponding  with 
the  separate  arms  of  the  Service.  The 
pay  of  the  General  Staff  should  also  be 
shown  under  a  distinct  Vote.  At  present, 
the  Auditor  General  merely  verified  the 
total  pay  of  the  whole  Army  and  General 
Staff,  instead  of  verifying  the  expendi- 
ture on  account  of  each  branch.  This 
course  was  open  to  great  objection,  and 
he  had  felt  for  a  considerable  time  that 
it  was  an  objectionable  course  to  take. 
He  admitted  that  no  abuse  resulting 
from  the  practice  had  ever  been  made 
public ;  but  hon.  Members  would  see  that 
it  did  offer  great  opportunities  for  abuse, 
because  under  this  sweeping  mode,  for 
instance,  a  considerable  increased  num- 
ber of  Household  Cavalry  might  be  kept 
up,  while  the  number  of  the  Infantry 
would  be  diminished,  and  there  would 
be  nothing  to  show  the  change  which 
had  been  made,  because  the  verification 
of  the  Auditor  General  only  extended  to 
totals.  They  were  now  voting  in  one 
lumpsum  nearly  £4,600,000,  and  it  was 
a  serious  thin^  to  think  that  that  large 
amount  should  appear  in  their  accounts 
in  lump  sums  for  all  branches.  If  the 
Secretary  of  State  should  be  in  Office 
next  year,  as  he  hoped  he  might  be 
[^Loud  cheers  from  Ministerial  Benches'] — 
yes,  he  said  so  advisedly — he  knew  the 
people  always  got  more  from  the  Con- 
servatives than  the  Liberals,  because, 
being  generally  weak  in  numbers,  they 
were  bound  to  comply  with  Liberal  pres- 
sure; and  after  the  Election,  when  the 
Ministerial  majority  had  been  reduced 
by  at  least  20  or  30,  the  Liberals  in  Op- 
position would  be  able  to  make  the  Con- 
servative Government  do  whatever  they 
E leased.  He  would,  therefore,  advise 
is  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  make  as 
many  reforms  as  possible,  in  order  that 
the  Liberal  Opposition  might  have  as 
little  to  do  as  possible  when  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  found  himself  with  a  very 
weak  majority  in  the  next  Parliament. 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  that  he 
could  hardly  give  an  opinion  on  the 
change  suggested,  as  there  were  many 
considerations  involved.  He  might  say 
that  at  first  sight  he  preferred  the  system 

Oene  ral  Sir  George  Balfour 


which  long  experience  had  justified  as 
beinff  the  most  oonvenient  modes  in 
which  to  prepare  the  Estixnates.  Frao- 
tically,  the  House  assented  in  the  total 
number  of  men  to  be  raised,  and  then, 
without  limit,  the  distribation  of  men  de- 
volved upon  the  Secretary  of  8tate.  Of 
course,  there  was  an  honourable  under- 
standing that,  onthewholey  theaathorized 
establishment  was  not  to  be  exceeded. 
With  regard  to  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General,  he  might  say  that  the 
authorities  at  the  War  Office  and  that 
gentleman  were  on  the  most  firank  and 
friendly  footing.  There  was  no  wish^on 
one  side  to  wiuihold  information,  or  on 
the  other  to  unduly  interfere  with  the 
conduct  of  business. 

Mb.  OTWAY  said,  that  he  wished  to 
ask  a  question  with  respect  to  the  Boyal 
Malta  Fencible  Artillery.  He  had  wished 
to  raise  the  question  at  an  earlier  period, 
but  was  not  aware  that  the  Es&nates 
would  have  been  taken  so  soon.  The 
best  apology  which  he  could  miake  was 
by  not  continuing  the  discussion.  He 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  same 
rules  as  to  the  retirement  of  officers  pre- 
vailed in  the  Boyal  Malta  Fencible  Ar- 
tillery as  existed  in  Her  Majesty's  Army? 
He  asked  the  question,  because  some 
time  ago  it  came  to  his  knowledge  that 
there  were  in  the  Malta  Fenoiblee  some 
officers  of  extreme  age. ; 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  that  at  that 
moment  he  was  unable  to  give  an  answer 
to  the  hon.  Member.  He  was,  however, 
under  the  impression  that  those  officers 
were  dealt  with  under  a  separate  War- 
rant. If  the  hon.  Member  would  put  a 
Question  to  him  on  another  occasion  he 
should  be  happy  to  give  him  an  answer. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(3.)  £50,700,  Army  (Divine  Serrice). 

(4.)  £29,800,  Administration  of  Mili- 
tary Law. 

(5.)  £308,400, MedicalEstabliahments 
and  Services. 

(6.)  £552,900,  MiHtia  and  Militia Be- 

serve. 

(7.)  £74,400,  Yeomanry  Cavalry. 

(8.)  £539,600,  Volunteer  Corps. 

SiE  ARTHUR  HAYTER  said,  he 
should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  it  was  intended  to  place 
Volunteer  Corps  upon  a  regimental  roster 
with  respect  to  attendance  at  Campi  of 
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Instmotion  ?  He  asked  the  question, 
because  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
tleman had  stated  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  limit  the  number  of  regiments 
attending  camp.  The  regiment  he  had 
the  honour  to  command  went  into  camp 
every  year ;  and  if  a  roster  were  adopted 
it  would  probably  be  excluded  from  camp. 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  that  the  re- 
commendations for  the  attendance  of 
Volunteer  Corps  at  Camps  of  Instruction 
were  made  by  the  general  officers  of  the 
district  in  which  they  were  situated. 
The  authorities  anticipated  a  largely- 
increased  attendance  at  the  Camps  of 
Instruction ;  but  they  would  require  more 
knowledge  and  experience  before  making 
any  scheme  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
regiments  should  be  allowed  to  attend. 
He  wished  to  express  his  g^tification 
that  there  was  such  eagerness  on  the 
part  of  Volunteers  to  avail  themselves  of 
Camps  of  Instruction.  Last  year  they  de- 
cidea  to  increase  the  grant  for  Camps  of 
Instruction;  but  there  was,  of  course, 
the  difficulty  that  the  grant  would  be 
exceeded  if  every  regiment  came  forward 
at  the  same  time.  He,  therefore,  gave 
early  warning  that  the  War  Office  might 
make  regiments  take  turn  and  turn  again 
in  some  cases,  if  necessity  should  arise. 

Mb.  whit  well  said,  that  he  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  Gt}vemment 
intended  to  place  any  limit  upon  the 
numbers  of  Uie  Volunteer  Force?  At 
one  time  it  was  suggested  that  200,000 
men  should  be  the  limit.  In  his  opinion, 
it  would  be  very  undesirable  to  restrict 
the  number  of  Volunteers,  so  long  as  the 
people  were  willing  to  enrol  themselves 
in  tne  Force.  He,  therefore,  hoped  that 
no  hard-and-fast  line  would  be  laid  down 
with  regard  to  the  maximum  numbers. 
He  might  congratulate  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Qentleman  upon  the  process  of 
oonsolidating  administrative  battalions 
which  had  been  going  on.  He  understood 
that  21  battalions  had  been  already  con- 
solidated. With  respect  to  the  ro-pay- 
ment  of  advances  for  clothing,  he  doubted 
whether  two  years  was  not  the  proper 
period  to  be  allowed  for  re-payment. 
Three  years  seemed  too  lon^.  The  cloth- 
ing would  be  worn  out  before  it  was 
paid  for.  Beg^mental  clothing  would 
not  last  more  than  three  years,  and 
it  ahould  be  provided  for  before  the  last 
year  had  begun.  He  certainly  thought 
that  it  womd  be  better  to  limit  the 
period  tar  re-payment  to  two  years. 


SiK  WALTEE  B.  BAETTELOT 
said,  that  there  was  one  point  with  re- 
gard  to  Volunteer  Corps  which  seemed 
to  him  to  be  of  great  importance.  Ser- 
geant Instructors  of  Volunteers  required 
occasional  instruction,  and  it  had  been 
found  necessary  to  send  them  once  a-year 
to  the  depot  centres.  Under  the  present 
system,  the  Volunteers  had  to  pay  for 
sending  them  there.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  any  arrangement  had  yet  been 
made  by  which  the  expense  of  sending 
those  men  to  the  depot  centres  would  in 
future  fall  not  on  the  Volunteers,  but  on 
the  country? 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  that  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Kendal  (Mr.  Whitwell),  it  would 
be  observed  that  the  establishment  of 
Volunteers  was  shown  by  the  Estimates. 
Formerlv  it  was  not  the  custom  to  show 
the  num  Der  of  ii;en,  but  it  had  now  been 
inserted  in  the  Estimates.  When  it  was 
desired  to  increase  the  number  of  a  corps, 
it  was  formerly  usual  to  consider  the  ap- 
plication on  its  merits  at  any  time  of  the 
year.  Sometimes  it  happened  that  an 
increase  of  establishment  was  given  to 
corps  which  were  not,  from  their  cha- 
racter, likely  to  be  permanent.  At  the 
present  time,  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
the  Under  Secretary  and  the  other  au- 
thorities considered  all  applications  for 
increase  of  establishment  for  the  ensu- 
ing year  at  one  particidar  time  in  the 
year.  While,  on  the  one  hand,  they 
were  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  Volunteers  should  be  en- 
tirely unlimited,  yet  the  authorities 
held  themselves  free  to  deal  with  the 
Volunteer  establishment  for  the  forth- 
coming year  at  the  period  mentioned. 
Of  course,  it  would  be  borne  in  mind 
that  in  some  years  the  increase  of  the 
Volunteer  Force  had  been  in  the  ratio 
of  the  cost  of  a  battalion  of  Infantry. 
When  the  increase  was  of  that  charac- 
ter, limitation  of  some  sort  had  to  be 
kept  in  view.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Sir 
Walter  B.  Barttelot)  as  to  Sergeant  In- 
structors, he  could  not  at  that  moment 
give  any  definite  answer.  The  question 
would  be  noted  by  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State,  who  would  give  it  all  due  con- 
sideration. At  the  present  moment  he 
did  not  wish  to  express  any  opinion  con- 
cerning it. 

Vote  agreed  to 
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(9.)  £208,800,  Army  Reserve. 

Sib  ARTHUR  HAYTER  said,  he 
shoidd  like  to  know  the  position  of  the 
Army  Reserve.  It  did  not  seem  to  him 
that  it  had  increased  as  much  as  could 
be  wished.  In  Class  I,  it  had  increased 
from  22,000  to  23,000;  but  Class  II. 
was  stationary  at  24,000. 

Sib  ALEXANDER  GORDON  said, 
that  with  regard  to  the  Reserve  of  offi- 
cers, he  should  like  to  know  whether 
they  were  included  in  this  Vote  or  the 
Non-Effective  Vote  ?  Officers  who  had 
left  the  Army  and  had  retired  into 
private  life  might  make  good  officers 
of  a  Reserve  Force,  but  ought  not  to  be 
eligible  for  Staff  situations  on  the  break- 
ing out  of  a  war  in  preference  to  officers 
who  had  been  continuously  doing  regi- 
mental duty,  and  who  would,  therefore, 
be  more  efficient.  He  should  like  to 
know  whether  they  were  to  be  borne  as 
Effectives  or  Non-Effectives  ? 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  that  with 
respect  to  the  last  question,  it  would  be 
a  very  important  consideration  as  to 
where  the  charge  for  Reserve  officers 
should  be  shown.  Practically,  up  to  the 
present  time  there  were  1 90  officers  who 
were  under  a  liability  to  serve  from 
having  retired  on  a  pension.  The  ques- 
tion of  efficiency  of  officers  could  not  be 
passed  over  so  lightly.  The  Reserve  of 
officers  was  necessitated  principally  by 
reason  of  the  number  of  officers  required 
for  subsidiary  duties — such  as  keeping 
open  lines  of  communication,  and  other 
matters,  in  war  time.  As  regarded  offi- 
cers who  had  already  had  experience 
in  the  Army,  their  technical  knowledge 
in  the  latest  drill  would  be  of  less  im- 
portance than  their  general  knowledge 
as  men  of  the  world,  and  their  experi- 
ence as  officers  who  had  seen  service  in 
various  parts  of  the  world.  They  hoped 
by  that  means  to  get  into  the  Service  a 
number  of  officers  who  had  served  in 
India  and  other  places,  but  who,  un- 
fortunately, had  been  compulsorily  lost 
to  the  Service.  It  was  a  sad  necessity 
that  the  country  should  have  to  part 
with  them  ;  but  by  these  means  their 
services  would  be  utilized,  if  occasion 
should  unhappily  arise.  Ajs  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  Army  Reserve,  he  was  not 
able  then  to  give  detailed  informa- 
tion. All  he  could  say  was,  that  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  last  year  there 
was  a  great  pressure,  and  the  Reserve 
men  were  allowed  to  volunteer  back. 


920  men  so  volunteered  back  into  the 
Army,  and  were  transferred  for  service 
at  the  Cape.  4,453  were  passed  last 
year,  but  the  net '  increase  was  onlj 
1,566,  there  being  lost  by  death  or  dis- 
charge as  many  as  1,203.  There  cer- 
tainly was  a  great  deal  of  reason  fxa 
disappointment  as  to  the  way  in  whidi 
the  Reserves  had  fallen  short  of  the  nnm- 
bers  originally  estimated.  The  chances 
of  civil  life  and  diseases  contracted 
in  civil  employment,  and  other  causes, 
had  caused  a  larg^  number  of  men  dis- 
charged from  the  Army  to  be  lost  to  tiie 
Reserve.  He  miffht  say  that  it  was  a 
matter  on  which  the  Government  might 
make  proposals  to  the  House. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(10.)  £386,700,  Oommissariaty  Trans- 
port, and  Ordnance  Store  E^babHah- 
ments,  Wages,  &o. 

General  Sib  GEOBOE  BAJLFOUB 
said,  that  on  a  former  occasion  he  hsd 
asked  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  (Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  he  would  kindly  insert  in  the  Army 
Estimates  the  number  of  police  em- 
ployed.  The  sum  of  £23,368  was 
charged  for  Police  Establishments,  but 
the  number  of  police  should  be  stated. 
There  was  another  point  to  which  he 
widied  to  call  attention.  He  was  very 
sorry  to  see  that  the  sum  for  the  Com- 
missary General  was  divided  between 
Vote  15  and  Vote  9.  That  division  was, 
in  his  opinion,  vexy  much  to  be  re- 
gretted. He  thought,  also,  that  the  es- 
tablishments at  Cyprus  were  much  too 
great.  

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  that  there 
was  a  slight  clerical  error  in  the  Estimates. 
With  regard  to  what  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  had  said,  he  might  state  that 
he  was  most  anxious  to  m^  eyezy  pos- 
sible information  in  the  Estimates.  On 
a  future  occasion,  therefore,  he  would 
endeavour  to  give  the  number  of  police 
employed.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  establishment  of  the  Store  De- 
partment at  Cyprus  was  not  neoeesarfly 
m  the  same  ratio  with  the  number  of 
men  employed,  and,  in  his  opinion,  was 
not  excessive 

General  Sib  GEOEQE  BALFOTJB 
said,  that  there  were  two  Paymasters  at 
Cyprus  and  one  axde'de-eamp.  There 
was  also  a  charge  for  a  surveyor  and  a 
servant,  and  he  certainly  looked  upoii 
that  item  with  suspicion.     Last  year 
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the  Ooyemment  showed  very  great  dis- 
inclinatioii  to  any  increased  expense  at 
Cyprus.  He  was  quite  sure  that  the  right 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  would  not 
allow  any  establishments  to.  be  main- 
tained in  Cyprus  for  purposes  which  the 
House  of  Commons  had  not  sanctioned. 
Considering  the  number  of  stores  in 
Cyprus,  he  certainly  thought  that  two 
Storekeepers  would  have  been  sufficient. 
Colonel  STANLEY  said,  that  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  misconception  exist- 
ing concerning  the  establishments  at 
Cyprus.  With  regard  to  the  general 
question  raised  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  as  to  the  transfer  of  items 
from  one  Vote  to  another,  if  he  remem- 
bered rightly  the  item  on  account  of  the 
Commissary  General  was  transferred  to 
Vote  15  from  Vote  9,  in  consequence  of 
a  recommendation  of  Lord  Nortnbrook's 
Committee.  Subsequently  it  was  said 
that  the  amount  ought  to  be  charged  in 
Vote  9,  and  it  was  accordingly  re-trans- 
ferred. 

Vote  agrud  to. 

(11.)  £2,790,000,  Provisions,  Forage, 
ftc. 

Mb.  OTWAY  said,  he  failed  to  see 
what  economy  was  to  be  gained  under 
this  Vote,  inasmuch  as  it  comprised  a 
large  sum  for  the  billeting  and  lodging 
of  soldiers  which  was  not  charged  to  the 
same  extent  in  previous  Estimates. 

CoLOKEL  STANLEY  said,  the  com- 
plaint of  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  easily 
capable  of  explanation,  inasmuch  as  the 
Vote  represented  a  decrease  of  £21 7,000, 
as  compared  with  last  year's  Votes. 
This  arose  from  a  decrease  in  the  price 
of  provisions,  and  also  from  a  decrease  in 
the  number  of  the  Forces.  As  far  as  the 
lodging  and  furniture  and  allowances 
were  concerned,  the  decrease  arose 
mainly  from  the  shortening  of  the  period 
of  training  from  27  to  20  days.  As  far 
as  billeting  was  concerned,  the  Govern- 
ment were  making  inquiries  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  extent  to  which  brigade 
depots  could  be  utilized  for  this  purpose. 
As  far  as  the  cost  of  transport  was  con- 
oemed,  there  had,  undoubtedly,  been  an 
increased  cost ;  but  this  was  due  in  part 
to  the  fact  that  under  the  short- service 
system  men  had  to  frequentlv  be  moved 
in  order  to  fill  up  the  numbers  at  the 
depots.  It  had  been  found  necessary 
this  year  to  move  large  bodies  of  troops 


in  order  to  keep  up  the  reliefs,  and  so 
the  cost  had  been  increased.  There  had 
also  been  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  the 
Auxiliary  Force  amounting  to  about 
£6,000,  including  allowances  to  the  Co- 
lonial Forces.  Additional  allowances 
were  made  where  it  was  found  that  the 
ordinary  grant  was  not  sufficient. 

Mr.  H.  SAMUELSON  said,  that  a 
short  time  back  the  attention  of  the 
Government  was  called  to  the  bad  con- 
dition of  the  camping  ground  at  Hor- 
field,  which  was  not  fit  for  the  use 
of  the  Militia,  and  that  if  they  were  com- 
pelled to  continue  to  use  it,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  maintain  discipline  in  the 
ranks.  At  the  time  these  representations 
were  made,  a  promise  was  given  that 
the  camping  ground  should  be  inspected  ; 
and  he  should  like  to  know  what,  if 
anything,  had  been  done  in  this  respect? 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  inquiry  was 
made  at  the  time,  and  his  impression 
was  that,  owing  to  unforseen  circum- 
stances, a  large  sum  of  money  was  spent 
upon  the  field  in  question.  The  whole 
matter,  with  reference  alike  to  the  train- 
ing ground  and  the  brigade  depots,  was 
postponed  until  after  the  Beport  of 
General  Airey's  Committee  was  received, 
in  the  belief  that  some  reference  would 
be  made  to  it  in  the  Keport.  As  far  as 
he  was  personally  concerned,  he  found 
it  impossible  to  go  down  and  inspect  the 
camping  ground  at  Horfield  ;  but  he 
might  possibly  be  able  to  give  further 
information  if  the  question  was  repeated. 

Mr.  H.  SAMUELSON  said,  he  would 
repeat  his  question  on  the  Beport  of 
Supply. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
asked  for  further  information  as  to  the 
Colonial  allowances. 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  he  would 
consider  very  carefully  the  question  which 
had  been  suggested  by  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Baronet.  At  present  he  could  g^ve  no 
information  on  the  point  which  could  be 
of  practical  value,  for  the  reason  that 
he  had  not  inquired  into  it.  He  might 
state,  in  general  terms,  that  the  Colonial 
allowances,  as  compared  with  what  the 
Colonies  paid,  produced  an  almost  even 
balance. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(12.)  £825,100,  Clothing  Establish- 
ments, Services  and  Supplies. 

Major  NOLAN  pointed  out  that  in 
former  times  the  clothiDg  of  batteries  of 
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Artillery  devolved  upon  the  Quarter- 
masters, but  now  it  fell  upon  one  ser- 
geant, to  whom  no  allowance  was  made 
for  the  work  which  he  had  to  do.  He 
had  already  pointed  out  this  fact  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  "War,  and  had 
urged  upon  him  that  a  larger  rate  of 
pay  ougnt  to  be  given  to  the  sergeant 
upon  whom  this  duty  devolved,  inas- 
much as  the  duty  was  in  itself  an  onerous 
one,  and  the  sergeant  had  to  pay  money 
out  of  his  own  pocket  to  maintain  the 
storekeeping  department  which  was  in 
his  charge ;  or,  if  he  did  not  actually 
find  the  money  himself,  the  cost  was 
borne  by  the  officers  in  command  of 
b  atteri  es 

Colonel  LOYD  LINDSAY  said,  he 
would  make  inquiry  as  to  the  question 
which  had  been  raised  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member. 

Mb.  WHITWELL  said,  that  when 
Mr.  Gathome  Hardy — now  Viscount 
Cranbrook — was  at  the  head  of  the  War 
Department,  a  considerable  sum  was 
devoted  to  the  provision  of  stores ;  and 
he  wished  to  know  whether  the  supply 
of  stores  since  served  out  for  the  troops 
in  Afghanistan  had  been  replaced,  and 
whether  the  stock  was  as  large  as  be- 
fore that  issue  ? 

Lord  EUSTACE  CECIL :  Yes. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(13.)  £1,185,000,  Warlike  and  other 
Stores. 

ru.)  £853,000, Superintending Estab- 
lisnmentof,  and  Expenditure  for.  Works, 
Buildings,  and  Hepairs  at  Home,  and 
Abroad. 

SiE  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT 
asked  when  the  Militia  depot  would  be 
removed  from  Eastbourne  to  Lewes  ? 

Me.  H.  SAMUELSON  asked,  whe- 
ther there  was  not  a  power  vested  in  the 
colonels  of  regiments  to  raise  money 
for  the  benefit  of  the  corps  which  they 
commanded  upon  property  which  by  law 
belonged  to  them  r 

Colonel  STANLEY  replied,  that  this 
would  depend  upon  the  position  in  which 
the  commanding  officers  stood  as  trustees 
of  the  property  belon^ng  to  the  corps 
they  commanded ;  ana,  as  the  circimi- 
stances  differed  in  almost  every  case,  he 
could  not,  in  general  terms,  answer  the 
question  of  the  hon.  Member. 

Sir  ARTHUR  HAYTER  asked 
when,  if  ever,  there  was  to  be  an  altera- 

Alajor  Nolan 


tion  made  in  the  construction  of  the 
**  huts,"  in  which  the  Cavalry  were  now 
housed  at  Aldershot,  in  oraer  that  the 
men  might  have  permanent  stmctares 
in  which  to  live  ? 

Lord  EUSTACE  CECIIi  said,  he 
hoped  that  by  next  August  the  hnts 
would  be  replaced  by  buildings  of  a  per- 
manent character. 

Mr.  OTWAY  said,  that  £7,000  were 
asked  for  the  barracks  at  Exeter,  and 
inquired  whether  the  Government  in- 
sured such  buildings  against  damage  by 
fire? 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  it  was  not 
usual  for  a  Government  Department  to 
insure  buildings  under  its  charge  against 
fire. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(15.)  £162,200,  Establishments  for 
Military  Education. 

(16.)  £36, 400,  Miscellaneous  Effective 
Services. 

(17.)  £215,900,  Administration  of  the 
Army. 

(18.)  £33,900,  Eewards  for  Distin- 
guished Services,  &c. 

(19.)  £92,000,  Pay  of  General  Officers- 

(20.)  £892,700,  Retired  Full  Pay, 
Half  Pay,  Pensions  and  Ghratoities,  in- 
cluding Payments  allowed  by  Army  Pur- 
chase Uommissioners. 

Major  NOLAN  asked  for  information 
as  to  the  intentions  of  the  Gt>vemment 
in  reference  to  the  enforced  retirement  of 
captains  after  20  years'  service.  Did 
they  intend  to  proceed  with  that  portion 
of  the  Betirement  Scheme  ? 

Colonel  STANLEY  replied,  that  it 
was  not  possible  to  carry  out  the  terms 
of  the  Koyal  Warrant  on  Betirement, 
which  adhered  strictly  to  the  letter  of 
the  terms.  The  Warrant  was  drawn  by 
persons  who  knew,  perhaps,  better  than 
any  others  the  circumstances  which  ren- 
dered it  necessary;  and  it  was,  there- 
fore, deemed  necessary  to  carry  it  oat  in 
its  entirety. 

Mr.  OTWAY  wished  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  and  o^allant  Gentleman  another 
question.  When  purchases  were  abo- 
lished, there  could  be  no  question  that  it 
was  necessary  to  have  compulsory  re- 
tirement in  order  to  obtain  a  proper  flow 
of  promotion ;  but  the  scheme  adopted 
had  resulted  in    producing   g^at    in- 
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equality,  especially  in  certain  regiments. 
He  visited  a  regiment  the  other  day  of 
a  most  distinguished  character,  and  he 
ascertained  that  the  officers  of  that  regi- 
ment found  that  they  had  no  chance 
whatever  of  becoming  field  officers 
under  the  new  system  of  compulsory  re- 
tirement. As  a  consequence,  they  natur- 
flflly  took  but  little  interest  in  the  duties 
they  had  to  perform,  and  were  looking 
forward  with  regret  to  the  day  when  they 
would  become  captains,  because  they 
were  all  satisfied  that  there  was  no 
chance  of  their  rising  any  higher  in  rank. 
What  was  required,  if  this  system  of 
compulsory  retirement  was  to  be  main- 
tained, was  that  some  discretion  should 
be  given  to  the  Field  Marshal,  or  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  to 
transfer  officers  from  regiments  where 
promotion  had  been  unfairly  slow  into 
those  where  it  had  been  very  rapid. 
The  regiment  of  which  he  was  speak- 
ing was  linked  with  one  where  pro- 
motion had  been  singularly  rapid ;  and 
if  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  or 
the  Field  Marshal,  had  had  power  to 
transfer  officers  from  a  regiment  where 
promotion  was  slow  into  a  regiment 
Unked  with  them  where  it  was  rapid  the 
injustice  to  which  he  was  calling  atten- 
tion would  be  done  away  with,  and  much 
dissatisfaction  would  be  prevented.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  cfbolition  of  pur- 
chase was  a  necessity ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  heard  these  matters  very  much 
discussed,  as  he  travelled  about  the 
country,  amongst  a  number  of  different 
persons,  and  he  should  be  glad  to  see  if 
some  change  of  the  kind  he  suggested 
could  not  be  brought  about. 

Okkeral  Sib  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
joined  heartily  in  this  complaint  as  to  the 
stagnation  in  the  flow  of  promotion ;  but, 
at  me  same  time,  he  hoped  that  no  discre- 
tion would  be  given  in  the  matter,  either 
to  the  Field  Marshal  or  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War.  He  quite  admitted 
that  there  would  be  always  discontent 
among  officers  on  this  forced  retirement, 
and  he  did  not  himself  at  all  like  to  see 
men  of  the  ages  of  87,  38,  and  39  forced 
to  leave  the  Army ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  give  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  the  power  to  prevent  a  man  from 
beine  retired  would  be  to  place  in  his 
]ian<u  an  authority  which  no  man  having 
Parliamentary  responsibilities  could  pos- 
sibly exeroiBe  for  a  moment. 


Me.  OTWAY  wished  to  correct  an 
entire  misapprehension  as  to  his  meaning. 
He  had  no  desire  to  place  any  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
or  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  to 
promote  an  officer  out  of  his  turn.  But 
he  suggested  that  where  officers  in  one 
battaHon  had  slow  promotion,  and  pro- 
motion had  been  very  rapid  in  the  bat- 
talion which  was  linked  with  them,  that 
officers  might  be  transferred  from  the  one 
battalion  to  the  other,  with  the  result  of 
giving  some  men  a  step  sooner  than  they 
would  otherwise  have  got  it  without  in 
any  way  showing  favouritism  to  anybody. 
He  merely  proposed  to  transfer  officers 
in  due  course  of  seniority  from  one  linked 
battalion  to  another. 

Colonel  STANLEY :  No  doubt,  this 
is  a  very  important  point.  Unquestion- 
ably, officers  who  have  joined  the  Ser- 
vice since  31st  March,  1873,  are  liable  to 
be  transferred  from  one  battalion  to 
another;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I 
think  it  will  be  granted  that  it  would  be 
an  invidious  thing  to  force  an  officer  thus 
to  accept  promotion  ;  and,  undoubtedly, 
I  am  aware  that  officers  do  not  ap- 
ply to  be  so  transferred.  With  regard 
to  the  question  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Galway 
(Major  Nolan),  there  is,  undoubtedly,  a 
great  deal  in  what  he  said ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  a  very  large  question, 
and  one  upon  which  I  should  not  be 
prepared  to  give  an  answer  at  the  pre- 
sent moment.  If,  however,  he  will  put 
a  Question  to  me,  or  to  my  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Friend  near  me  (Colonel  Loyd 
Lindsay),  on  Thursday,  or  some  day 
after  that,  I  will  endeavour  to  go  into 
the  question  in  the  meantime  with  the 
proper  financial  authorities,  and  to  meet 
what  appears  to  me  to  be,  so  far  as 
I  understand  the  matter  at  present,  a 
reasonable  request.  Of  course,  all  actu- 
arial calculations  have  to  deal  with 
matters  of  supposition  rather  than  with 
matters  of  fact,  as  that  is  especially  in 
the  case  of  matters  of  this  kind.  Where 
retirements  have  to  be  calculated  upon, 
there  is  no  possible  means  of  ascertain- 
ing what  officers  will  take  advantage  of 
the  scheme  of  retirement ;  and,  there- 
fore, these  calculations,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, must  be  hypothetical.  With  regard 
to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Chatham  (Mr.  Otway),  I 
do  not  understand  that  it  is  intended  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  should 
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have  power  to  transfer  officers  abso- 
lutely from  one  regiment  to  another. 
He  did  not  propose  that,  and  it  would 
be  an  invidious  power  to  exercise. 
Where,  however,  promotion  is  rapid  in 
one  regiment,  and  where,  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  Service,  the  senior 
subaltern  of  another  regiment  has  no 
claim  for  immediate  promotion,  the  ut- 
most care  is  taken  in  selecting  an  officer 
to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  regiment,  so 
that  the  man  may  be  chosen  who  has 
the  longest  service  and  is  the  most 
likely  to  be  retired.  There  is  one  point 
not  yet  raised  upon  which  I  should  like 
to  make  a  statement.  There  are  cer- 
tainly regiments  in  which  it  has  been 
that  the  colonels  promoted  before  1871 
have  a  right  to  retain  their  places,  and 
it  seems  to  have  been  thought  that  they 
would  not  come  under  the  operation  of 
the  five  years'  rule,  but  that  they  would 
be  entitled  to  hold  their  places  as  long 
as  they  pleased.  That  is  obviously  very 
prejudicial  to  the  claims  of  the  officers 
under  them,  and  very  recently  steps 
have  been  taken ;  and,  in  the  course  of 
next  week,  I  shall  be  able  to  give  an 
answer  on  the  question  very  definitely — 
to  intimate  to  those  officers  that  they  have 
not  that  absolute  right  to  retard  the  pro- 
motion of  everybody  below  them,  how- 
ever fit  they  may  be — and  I  do  not  say 
they  are  otherwise — for  the  exercise  of 
command.  But  that  exercise  cannot  be 
ffiven  to  them  without  some  regard  to 
file  officers  whose  promotion  they  are  re- 
tarding. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(21.)  £126,200,  Widows'  Pensions, 
&o. 

(22.)  £16,500,  Pensions  for  Wounds. 

(23.)  £34,300,  Chelsea  and  Kilmain- 
ham  Hospitals,  (In  Pensions.) 

(24.)  £1,312,000,  (Out  Pensions.) 

(25.)  £196,500,  Superannuation  Al- 
lowances. 

Mb.  WHITWELL  observed,  that 
there  was  a  considerable  increase  in  this 
Vote,  and  it  was  desirable  that  they 
should  have  some  explanation  on  the 
subject.  It  was  proposed  to  be  accounted 
for  by  recent  changes  at  the  War  Office. 
If  that  were  so,  he  should  like  to 
be  told  whether  it  was  not  possible 
to  find  some  employment  lov  the 
clerks    who     had    recently   been    put 

Colonel  Stanley 


on  the  SaperannoatLon   list  ?     There 
was    one     gentleman     retired    at    30, 
another  at  34,  and  so  on.     He  found, 
also,  that  at  that  age  one  had  a  pen- 
sion of  £142,   and   another    of  £179, 
and  so  on.    It  was  very  probable  that 
these  clerks  ought  to  be  dispensed  with; 
but,  still,  there  was  always  a  demand  for 
officers  in  some  Department  or  other  of 
the  Government ;  and  when  he  saw  some- 
thing like  20  clerks,    all  of  the  ages 
of  40  to  43,  superannuated  at  the  ooft 
of  some  £20,000  annually,  he  thought 
it  was  desirable  to  know  whether  these 
officials  could  not  be  engaged  in  ■ome 
other  Department  of  the  Qovemmeot? 
Colonel   STANLEY   said,    that  the 
question  was  a  very  natund  one.    The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  remembered  that  a 
re-organization  had  taken  place  in  tiie 
War  Office  during  the  last  two  yean, 
and,  as  a  consequence,  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen employed  there  had  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  to  retire  givoi 
them    under  the  Admiralty  and  War 
Office  Act  two  years  ago.     The  terms  of 
that    Act    were    exceptionally    liberal, 
though  he  did  not  say  they  were  unduly 
liberal.    As  a  consequence,  some  gentle- 
men had  chosen  to  retire ;  and  he  was 
glad  to  say  that  those  who  had  left  were 
quite  competent  to  undertake  the  duties 
of  the  Office,  while,  at  the  same  time,  they 
had  substituted  lower  paid  labour,  in 
what  was,  after  all,  to  a  great  extent, 
merely  mechanical  work.     He  had  every 
reason  to  think  that  the  result  of  the 
change  was  one  which  would  be  satis- 
factory in  the  Office,  while  it  would  be 
to  the  advantage  of  the  public.     With 
regard  to  the  gentlemen  superannuated, 
he  knew  that  many  of  them  had  alieadT 
obtained  employment  in  other  ways,  and 
that  the  experience  they  had  aoquized  in 
the  Public  Service  was  not  altogether 
lost.     The  increase  of  this  Vote  must  not 
be  taken  by  itself,  but  in  conneotion 
with  the  general  Ee-organization  Scheme. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(26.)  £39,300,  MiHtia,  Teomamy 
Cavalry,  and  Volunteer  Oorps. 

Mr.  OTWAY  said,  he  should  like,  as 
this  was  the  last  Vote,  to  ask  a  question 
not  directly  pertinent  to  the  subject  now 
before  them.  They  had  got  through 
the  Estimates  with  unexampled  rapi- 
dity, and  he  must  say  he  thott«it 
u    groat  deal   of   the   credit  for   that 
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was  due  to  the  tone  adopted  by  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  and 
his  willingness  to  answer  all  the  ques- 
tions that  had  been  put  to  him.  He 
wished  to  know,  as  the  Estimates  would 
be  completed  that  night,  when  the  Con- 
tinuance Bill  would  be  brought  in  ? 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  the  question 
was  still  under  discussion  whether  the 
Oontinuanoe  Bill  should  be  brought  in 
before  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  had  taken  the 
Vote  for  the  Seamen  and  Marines.  The 
point  was  not  yet  settled  ;  but  he  would 
undertake  not  to  bring  in  the  Bill,  if  it 
could  be  introduced  before  the  heavy 
Vote  was  adopted,  without  giving  due 
Notice  of  his  intention  to  do  so. 

Yote  agreed  to, 

(27.)  £1,100,000,  Army,  Indian  Home 
Charges. 

Qe2?bral  Sie  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
said,  that  whilst  strongly  objecting  to 
this  heavy  charge  on  India,  yet  he  had 
no  desire  to  obstruct  the  passing  of  this 
last  Yote  of  the  Army  Estimates.  He 
and  his  Friends  on  that  side  were  only 
too  willing  to  g^ve  the  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  all  the  money  for  the  Army  Ser- 
yioe.  The  Committee  had,  at  one  sitting, 
voted  upwards  of  £16,000,000— an  al- 
most unprecedented  proceeding  —  in 
order  that  Parliament  might  be  dissolved 
as' early  as  possible,  so  that  the  country 
might  get  a  new  one. 

Coloitel  STANLEY  desired  to  com- 
pliment the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
on  the  frankness  with  which  he  had 

rken,  and  for  his  readiness  to  explain 
motives  by  which  himself  and  his 
Friends  around  him  were  influenced. 
With  regard  to  the  kind  compliment 
which  had  been  paid  him  that  evening, 
he  had  only  to  say  that  he  regarded  it 
as  his  duty  to  answer  the  questions  to 
the  very  best  of  his  power,  and  he  could 
only  thank  the  Compiittee  for  giving  him 
so  many  opportunities  for  doing  so. 
With  regard  to 'the  settlement  of  Indian 
matters,  at  present  we  were  at  a  stand- 
still. A  Cconmittee  had  been  appointed 
under  the  Presidency  of  Lord  North- 
brook — than  whom  no  man  was  more 
oonipetent  to  deal  with  the  matter — to 
settle  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  India 
and  by  England  for  several  years  past, 
but  the  Conmiittee  had  not  yet  been  able 
to  Beport;  and,  therefore,  the  general  de- 


cision  upon  this  point  was  for  the  present 
adjourned. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

House  resumed. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow  ; 

Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Wednes- 
day. 

EAST  INDIA  LOAN    (EAST  INDIAN 
RAILWAY  DEBENTURES). 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  said,  he  was 
happy  to  inform  the  Committee  that  the 
purchase  of  the  East  Indian  Eailwayhad 
been  concluded,  and  the  railway  had  now 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  State,  al- 
though it  remained  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Company.  The  Committee 
was  aware  that  in  the  Act  of  last  year  no 
arrangement  was  made  for  providing 
the  money  which  would  be  required  in 
the  future.  It  was  settled  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  have  to-  come  to  the 
House  for  capital  for  the  future  enlarge- 
ments of  the  line,  and  for  power  to  pay 
off  the  existing  debentures  of  the  Com- 
pany. Some  of  the  debentures  would 
fall  due  at  the  be^nning  of  next  year ; 
and,  therefore,  the  Government  had 
thought  it  i*ight  to  apply  to  Parliament 
for  sufficient  powers  to  raise  money  for 
the  discharge  of  those  debentures,  which 
hon.  Members  woidd  find  included  in 
the  Schedule.  The  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
cluded by  moving  the  following  Beso- 
lution : — 

"  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  Council  of  India  to  raise  the 
sum  of  £2,950,000,  in  the  United  Kingdom,  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  off  and  redeeming  Deben- 
tures of  the  East  Indian  Railway  Company." 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  said,  that 
he  accepted  as  reasonable  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  for 
paying  off  the  debentures  of  the  Com- 
pany falling  due  in  the  ensuing  year. 
He  was  well  pleased  that  arrangements 
had  been  concluded  for  taking  the  rail- 
way into  the  hands  of  the  State ;  while, 
at  the  same  time,  he  was  obliged  to  say 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  wheels  of  the 
transaction  had  been  too  well  oiled  by 
the  extremely  liberal  terms  granted  by 
the  Gt}vemment. 

• 

Besolution  agreed  to;  to  be  reported 
To-morrow. 
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POST  OFFICE   (MONET  OBDERS)  BILL. 

{Sir  Senry  Seiain-Ibbetton,  Lord  John  Manntri.) 

[bill  62.]     BECoyD  rf.adiho. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  road. 

SiE  HENRY  SELWrN-IBBETSON 
said,  he  woixld  like  to  state  to  the  Houee 
what  he  proposed  to  do  with  regard  to 
this  BUI.     The  Govemment  propoaed  to 

flaoe  upon  the  Table  of  the  House 
'apera  by  which  hon.  Members  would 
see  the  Begulations  under  which  the  Post 
Office  would  practically  carry  out  the 
BiU,  aad  he  had  also  laid  oq  the  Table 
Amendments  to  the  Bill,  which  he  him- 
self proposed  to  move,  and  which  would, 
to  a  oertaiD  extent,  modify  and  alter  its 
character,  so  far  as  it  then  stood  in  print. 
One  of  the  Amendments  was  that  the 
form  of  the  Post  Office  Order  proposed 
to  be  establiahed  under  that  Bill  should 
appear  in  a  Schedule  to  the  Bill  itself, 
instead  of  being  left  to  the  Regulations 
to  be  framed  by  the  Post  Office.  The 
form  of  money  order  would  be  stereo- 
typed in  the  Bill.  He  had  thought  also 
that  probably  objection  might  be  raised 
in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  as  well,  per- 
haps, aa  in  England,  with  regard  to  the 
issue  of  money  orders  for  the  sum  of  f  1, 
and  he,  therefore,  proposed  to  restrict 
the  issue  of  denominations  below  £1, 
and  in  the  denominations  ae  put  in  the 
Regulations  \bi.  would  be  the  limit  of 
the  sum  to  be  issued  under  these  money 
orders.  It  had  also  been  said  that  there 
was  a  fear  of  these  orders  issued  to  the 
public  becoming  too  much  of  a  paper 
circulation.  To  obviate  that — although 
he  was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  such 
would  be  the  case,  because,  in  fact,  these 
orders  would  carry  with  them  a  pound- 
age, which  he  thought  would  prevent 
any  great  issue — he  proposed  to  reduce 
the  time  for  which  they  were  available 
from  one  year  to  sis  mouths.  He  had 
another  Amendment,  which  provided 
that  after  six  months,  except  under 
Bpecial  circumstances  which  would  have 
to  be  established,  aa  order  would  be  for- 
feited. He  waa  prepared,  when  the 
time  came,  to  argue  that  that  issue 
would  be  an  immense  facility  to  the 
public  generally,  and  a  great  advantage 
to  the  commercial  world.  He  did  not 
wish  to  ent«r  upon  that  argument  then  ; 
but  he  thought  that  the  objections  which 
had  been  taken  to  the  Bill  might  as 
readily  have  been  taken  to  the  money 


lie 

ordera  issued  when  the;  were  fint  eala- 
blisbed,  and  when  the  Post  Office  antbo- 
rities  were  allowed  to  give  the  fadlitiM 
to  the  public,  which  had  been  long  en- 
joyed, without  any  attenipt  on  the  put 
of  the  Post  OfiOce  to  interfere  with  the 
private  business  of  bankers,  who  hid 
themselves  sanctioned  and  encouraged 
the  money  order  Bystem.  As  he  *u 
anxious  that  the  House  ehoold  be  in  M 
possession  of  the  Regrulatiooa  to  be  en- 
forced, he  would  ask  that  the  aeoond  read- 
ingof  theBill  be  postponed  forafortnight 
Second  Reading  deferred  till  iftuUq 
ISth  March. 

VOLUNTEER  CORPS   (IRELAND)  BILL 
{Mr.  O'CUry,  Lord  Franeii   QmynfJi^m,  JTfiaf 

JVoInn,  My'or  O'Btirni,  CtloHtl  Sinf-Sfma, 

CetonelCollhurit,  Miyor  O'Oormait,  OlcmlTlii 

O'Oormiin  Mahon.) 

[bill  25.]  Bsooim   bxadiko. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Ma.  O'CLEET,  in  moving  that  the 
BiU  be  now  read  the  second  time, 
said,  it  had  been  brought  before  Uis 
House  last  Session  with  the  gmmtl 
concurrence  of  hon.  Members  of  all 
Parties,  and  he  had  reason  to  hope  that 
it  would  receive  that  evening  the  nine 
support  which  had  been  accorded  to  it 
on  that  occasion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoaed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  aecood 
time."— (Jfr.  O'CUry.) 

Sra  JOHN  LESLIE  said,  tiat  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wexford  County  was, 
in  his  opinion,  mistaken  if  he  thought 
that,  in  the  social  condition  of  Ireland  at 
that  moment,  he  had  found  a  remedy 
for  the  existing  state  of  things  by  the 
institution  of  a  Yolunteer  Force  in  that 
country.  He  had  thought  last  year,  and 
thought  still,  that  it  waa  an  over-strain- 
ing of  the  conciliatory  intentions  of  the 
Qovemment  to  allow  the  Bill  to  paai 
that  House.  The  Bill  had  appeared  to 
him  not  to  possess  the  authori^  re- 
quisite for  so  eerious  a  change,  and  for 
so  important  an  alteration  in  the  aflkirs 
of  the  country  as  the  institution  of  a  sew 
armed  Force.  Surely  it  would  be  obvious 
to  everybody  that  the  circumatanoea  of 
Ireland  were  entirely  different  &om  what 
they  had  been  six  months  previoiuly. 
When  the  people  came  armed  with  bar- 
barous weapons  to  platforms  where 
speeohee  were  uttered  to  them  calling 
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upon  them  to  lay  aside  the  spade  for  the 
rifle;  when  they  were  told  that  every 
man  should  not  only  possess  a  rifle,  but 
know  how  to  use  it ;  when  they  came  to 
listen  to  a  new  code  of  civil  law,  which 
might  be    summed  up  in   the  words, 
"Boys,  dishonesty  is  the  best  policy," 
he  maintained  that,  under  such  circum- 
stances, it  was  obvious  that  the  social 
condition  of  the  country  had  changed. 
But  he  would  also  remind  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wexford  County  that  the  Bill 
had  not  even  last  year  earned  the  sup- 
port of  his  own  Party,  the  Leader  of 
which,  at  all  events,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cork,  spoke  of  it  with  the  greatest 
indifference,  as  did  also  the  hon.  Baronet 
the    Member   for   Eling's  County   (Sir 
Patrick  O'Brien).     Another  of  the  hon. 
Member's  political  comrades,  in  an  in* 
teresting     and     instructive     correspon- 
dence on  the  purity  of  language,  had 
denounced  it  as  a  sham,  and  had  also 
proved  to  demonstration  by  that  corre- 
spondence that   true    patriotism   could 
only  be  found  in  connection  with  a  fine 
Irish  brogue.      Moreover,  in  what  the 
hon.  Member  himself  had  said,  on  first 
introducing  the  Bill,  he  must  be  con- 
sidered to  have  condemned  it,  for  he  had 
excepted  from  its  operation  one  of  the 
Provinces  of  Ireland.     He  took  it  for 
granted  that,  in  making  this  exception, 
the  hon.  Member  did  not  intend  to  cast 
a  stigma  upon  the  Province  of  Ulster, 
for  one  of  the  principal  reasons  g^ven  in 
support  of   the  measure  was  that  the 
rexuiBal  of  a  Volunteer  Force  to  Ireland 
cast  a  stigma  upon  that  country.    Now, 
he  maintained  that  Ireland  was  already 
well  represented  in  the  Volunteer  Forces 
of  this  country,  among  which  the  Irish 
reffiments  were  second  to  none.      He 
held,  also,  that  England  was  the  proper 
centre  for  the  Volunteer  Forces,  which 
were  only  supposed  to  exist  for  the  pur- 
pose of  resisting  invasion.     There  was 
no  prospect  of  an  invasion  of  our  Irish 
coasts — they  were  more  exposed  to  danger 
from  within.    He  asserted,  in  answer  to 
another  of  the  arg^uments — namely,  that 
of  assimilation,  which  had  been  used  in 
support  of  the  Bill — that,  as  in  Ireland 
the  police  were  armed,  and  in  England 
not,  there  could  be  no  assimilation  what- 
erer  between  England  and  Ireland  upon 
this  question.       He  did   not  think  it 
necessary  to  go  any  farther  in  urging  his 
objection  to  the  Bill,  nor  did  he  know 
wnat  might  be  the  intention  of  the  Go- 


vernment with  regard  to  it;  but  he 
trusted  that,  under  the  altered  circum- 
stances of  Ireland,  hon.  Members  would 
see  the  inexpediency  of  introducing  the 
Bill,  and  he,  therefore,  begged  to  move 
that  it  be  read  a  second  time  this  day 
six  months. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  *'  now,'*  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  *'  upon  this 
day  six  months." — {Sir  John  Leslie,) 

Question  proposed,  **That  the  word 
'now*  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  MACAETNEY  said,  he  had  been 
astonished  at  the  facility  with  which  the 
Bill  passed  through  the  House  last  year. 
He  thought  that  had  hon.  Members 
who  were  present  when  the  Bill  was 
brought  forward  been  better  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  party  feeling  in  Ireland, 
and  with  the  danger  of  putting  arms 
into  the  hands  of  those  who  were  already 
inclined  to  fight  without  them,  they 
would  have  hesitated  to  give  the  measure 
their  support.  Until  the  state  of  the 
country  was  changed  it  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  a  most  dangerous  thing  to 
introduce  into  Ireland  a  fresh  cause  of 
discord  and  a  fresh  means  of  arming  one 
portion  of  the  country  against  the  other. 
It  never  happened  in  England,  nor  in 
Scotland,  as  it  did  in  Ireland,  that  thou- 
sands of  men  attacked  each  other,  and 
fought  battles  in  which  there  were  killed 
and  wounded  on  both  sides.  It  was,  he 
supposed,  in  the  recollection  of  hon. 
Members,  that  in  the  district  represented 
by  an  hon.  Friend  below  him,  a  battle 
was  fought  not  more  than  10  years  ago, 
in  which  firearms  were  used,  and  that  it 
required  a  large  force  of  Constabulary, 
and  three  orfour  regiments  of  the  Begular 
Forces,  to  put  an  end  to  the  disturbance. 
His  countrymen,  whether  the  staid 
Northern  or  the  fiery  Southern,  were  all 
excitable,  and  he  could  not  believe  it 
would  be  for  the  peace  or  good  of  the 
country  that  the  Bill  should  pass.  He 
thoroughly  agreed  with  what  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Monaghan  (Sir  John  Leslie),  and  hoped 
that  the  House  would  not  read  the  Bill 
a  second  time. 

Me.  p.  martin  said,  that  last  year 
the  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  if  not 
with  the  assent,  certainly  with  the  ap- 
proval of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
He  did  regret  that,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, the  Bill  should  be  opposed  by  two 
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afford  support  to  the  measure.  Haying 
regard  to  the  condition  of  Ireland  at  the 
present  moment,  it  must  be  candidly  ad- 
mitted that  they  were  bound  to  look 
very  carefully  at  a  proposal  which  put 
weapons  into  the  hands  of  any  portion  of 
the  population  of  Ireland.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  had  saved  him  from  what 
would  be  an  unpleasant  task — namely, 
that  of  offering  reasons  why  the  measure 
should  not  become  law.  He  was  bound 
to  say  that  the  instances  afforded  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dundalk  (Mr.  Callan) 
were  the  most  conclusive  arguments 
against  the  Bill.  What  did  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman state,  but  that  the  most  prosperous 
part  of  Ireland  was  frequently  the  scene 
of  very  great  disorder.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose that  it  would  be  proposed  to  exclude 
Ulster  from  the  Bill ;  and,  certainly,  the 
hon.  Member  had  advanced  very  strong 
reasons  why  that  Province  should  not  be 
included.  That  was  not  the  first  time 
they  had  heard  in  that  House  of  the  late 
disturbances  that  took  place  at  Forta- 
down.  He  was  not  in  a  position  ofifi- 
oially  to  confirm  the  account ;  but  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  true.  The  hon.  Member 
had  stated  that  there  were  two  parties 
opposed  to  each  other  at  that  meeting, 
which  could  by  no  means  be  considered  to 
consist  of  the  residuum  of  the  population, 
but  of  persons  who  might  be  considered 
to  form  the  middle  class.  When  they 
heard  such  scenes  of  disorder  described, 
it  was  not  encouraging  to  the  House  to 
place  weapons  of  a  more  formidable 
character  in  the  hands  of  those  persons. 
Clause  2  of  the  Bill  provided  certain 
safeguards  with  regara  to  its  adminis- 
tration, and  enacted  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  Her  Majesty  to  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  persons  desiring  to  form  Volun- 
teer Corps  whom  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
should  recommend.  He  must  say, 
having  regard  to  the  present  state  of 
Ireland,  that  he  should  not  feel  him- 
self justified  in  advising  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  sanction  the  formation  of  any 
corps.  Without  considering  what  might 
be  the  case  in  more  favourable  circum- 
stances, yet,  if  at  the  present  time  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  were  to  recommend  Her 
Mcijesty  to  permit  the  formation  of 
Volunteer  Corps,  very  serious  remon- 
strances would  arise  from  the  neighbour- 
hoods so  favoured.  Hon.  Members 
who  supported  the  Bill  relied  almost  on- 
tirelv  upon  the  safeguards  provided  by 
s  2 ;  and  without  that  clause,  no 
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doubt,  they  would  not  haye  yentnred  to 
submit  the  Bill  to  the  HouBe.  He 
should,  however,  be  guilty  of  recklesB- 
ness  if  he  allowed  the  Bill  to  pass,  and 
did  not  advise  the  House  that  at  tha 
present  moment  he  saw  no  practicti 
opportunity  of  carrying  it  into  effect 
They  could  not  at  that  time  eyen  con- 
template the  formation  of  anned  bands 
sanctioned  by  Parliament.  For  his  own 
part,  he  would  gladly  see  the  eetaUish- 
ment  of  a  state  of  affairs  which  would 
admit  of  the  Bill  being  safely  passed 
into  law  ;  but,  havinff  regiurd  to  tne  un- 
fortunate condition  of  the  ooanttT,  both 
from  a  social  and  an  economical  point 
of  view,  and  having  regard  to  the  other 
circumstances  mentioned,  he  thought  it 
would  be  unwise  for  the  House  to  adopt 
any  measure  of  this  kind ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  should  support  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  Siat  he  codd 
hardly  be  supposed  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland ;  but,  on  this 
occasion,  he  agreed  with  him  in  tl^iwlnwg 
that  Ireland  was  not  at  present  in  a  fit 
state  to  permit  of  this  Bill  being  passed. 
Until  it  nad  enjoyed  for  some  years  tbe 
benefit  of  intelUgent  legislation,  and 
been  governed  by  an  inteUigent  Admin- 
istration  with  some  idea  of  its  wants,  it 
would  be  a  risk  to  authorize  the  present 
Grovemment  to  arm  any  part  of  the 
Irish  people,  more  especially  those  in 
the  North,  who,  in  former  times,  repie* 
sented  an  armed  foreign  ag^greesion. 
They  might  be  perfectly  certain  that  ^e 
greatest  partiahty  and  unfairness  in  the 
execution  of  the  measure,  more  parti- 
cularly in  the  choice  of  the  officem  of 
the  proposed  corps,  would  be  shown  by 
the  present  Government.  He  considered 
the  Government  to  be  the  real  obetods 
to  the  passing  of  such  a  Bill  as  this. 
He  thought  the  fact  should  be  foUlj  re- 
cognized, that  the  main  obstacle  to  any- 
thing like  progress  being  attained  in 
Ireland  was  the  present  Government. 
To  give  Ireland  such  a  measure  as  this, 
with  the  present  Government  in  power, 
would  be  to  inHict  an  unmitigatea  corse 
on  the  country.  For  these  reasons,  be 
could  by  no  means  condole  with  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Wexford  upon 
the  prospective  rejection  of  the  BilL 
Ho  rather  congratulated  him  that  his 
measure  would  be  postponed  till  a  time 
when  a  Government  was  in  power  which 
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woold  not  Boek  to  stir  up  class  againat 
oloss  and  natioa  agaiaat  nation.  When 
they  Iiad  obtained  a  Oovemment  which 
ceased  to  do  that,  then  his  hon.  Friend 
might  attain  his  object,  which  would 
then  tend  to  promote  a  real  union  be- 
tween (}reat  Britain  and  Ireland,  formed 
upon  solid  reasons  of  mutual  respect 
and  equality,  and  cemeated  by  tbe  strong 
sense  of  nationaLty  upon  each  side. 
The  present  Government  simply  re- 
garded Ireland  &om  an  electioneering 
point  of  view,  and  merely  oared  for  what 
would  serve  their  purposes. 

Mb.  O'CLERT  said,  that  the  House 
and  the  country  generally  would  receive 
with  Biupriee  the  anno un cements  made 
to  the  House  by  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
He  did  not  see  that  there  were  any  more 
reasons  why  the  Bill  should  be  opposed 
by  the  Government  in  the  present  8es- 
0ton  than  in  the  last.  In  point  of  fact, 
the  rows  to  which  attention  had  been 
called  had  occurred  between  contending 
portions  of  the  supporters  of  the  Go- 
vernment. There  had  been  many  rows 
in  England,  bnt  that  was  no  reason  why 
Volunteers  should  be  denied  to  it. 
Englishmen  ought  to  be  ashamed,  con- 
ndering  the  fine  Yolunteer  Force  they 
had,  to  make  it  known  that  Ireland, 
which  contributed  £90,000  a-year  in 
support  of  English  and  Scottish  Volun- 
teers, should  not  be  allowed  to  have  a 
Volunt«or  Force  of  its  own.  Perhaps 
some  good  might  result  from  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  Bill,  in  this — that  Ireland 
vonld  be  furnished  with  an  argument 
why  ahe  should  not  be  taxed  for  the 

eyment  of  the  English  Volunteers. 
»  thought  that  consideration  should 
make  Eugliahmen  blush  for  the  rdec- 
tion  of  such  a  measure  as  this.  Con* 
■idering  the  way  in  which  the  Bill  was 
received  last  Session,  he  certainly  was 
surprised  at  its  rcgection  on  the  present 
occasion.  As  regarded  the  remarks 
made  upon  that  side  of  the  House,  be 
might  say  that  the  Bill  was  three  months 
before  the  House  last  Session,  and  was  in 
no  way  intended  to  further  the  interests 
of  any  political  party  in  Ireland.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary had  any  objection  to  the  measure, 
he  ought  to  have  made  it  lost  year.  In 
his  opinion,  the  rejection  of  the  measure 
would  be  received  in  Ireland  as  a  token 
of  a  oovesant  of  the  Government  with 
the  few  Orange  Bepresentatives  in  the 
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House.  They  had  been  labouring  for 
years  to  try  and  bring  about  a  better 
state  of  feeling  in  Irdand;  but  it  was 
perfectly  evident  that  their  efforts  were 
futile,  for  the  Orange  Bepresentatives 
were  still  masters  of  the  country.  The 
feelings  of  the  majority  of  tbe  Irish 
Members  were  entirely  disregarded,  and 
three  or  four  Orangemen,  by  obtaining 
the  ear  of  the  Government,  were  mas- 
ters of  the  situation.  He  thought  It  his 
duty  to  press  the  measure  before  the 
House  ;  and  he  should  also  feel  it  his 
duty  to  enter  his  protest  against  the 
Vote  for  the  English  Volunteers  when 
the  Estimates  came  before  the  House 
upon  Beport.  He  did  not  wish  to  make 
any  objection  to  the  English  Volunteers, 
for  he  considered  the  Force  a  great 
credit  to  the  countiy ;  but  he  considered 
that  he  was  bound  to  object  to  them  so 
long  as  the  spirit  of  fair  play,  of  which 
Englishmen  were  so  fond  of  boasting, 
was  not  extended  to  Ireland.  It  would, 
therefore,  become  his  bounden  duty  to 
object  to  the  English  Volunteer  Force, 
and  he  should  persist  in  that  objection 
until  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  was 
passed.  Every  Englishman  should  be 
proud  of  his  country's  Volunteers  j  but 
he  did  not  think  it  was  right  to  deny  to 
Ireland  the  same  right  as  that  enjoyed 
by  the  Sister  Country.  He  regretted 
very  much  that  the  right  bon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  had  refused  to 
allow  the  Bill  to  he  read  a  second  time. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided:  —  Ayes  12; 
Noes  81  :  Majority  69.  —  (Div.  liist. 
No.  30.) 

Words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Second  Beading  put  off  for  six  months. 

MOTIONS. 


SCOAK  mDUSTEIES. 
Ordtred,  That  the  Seluct  Committee  ^>o  re- 
appointed to  iiiqiiiro  into  tho  offecla  produced 
upon  tho  Homo  Hnd  Colonial  Sugar  laduitriea 
of  this  Country  by  tho  syitcoiB  of  taxstioD, 
drawbacks,  and  bounties  on  tho  oiporiation  of 
Sunnrnowin  force  in  various  Foreign  Cotintrio*, 
Hnif  lo  ri'port  what  Btfps,  if  any,  it  is  dosinible 
to  take  in  order  to  obtain  redrew  for  any  cvila 
that  may  be  found  to  exist ;— That  thoCommit- 
tco  do  consist  of  HcTtntccn  Mombin) :— Mr. 
BoiiiiE,  Mr.  Alrsaniieb  Uuown,  Mr,  Samp- 
aus  Lluvu,  Mr.  Ukli,   Ur.   Tiioh.iu:ll,  Mr. 
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Jakes  Stbwabt,  Mr.  Jambs  Cobbt,  Mr.  Nor- 
wood, Mr.  Balfoub,  Mr.  Collins,  Lord 
Fbedebick  Catzndish,  Sir  James  M'Garel- 
HoGO,  Mr.  Orr  Ewino,  Mr.  Morlet,  Mr. 
Onslow,  Mr.  Courtney,  and  Mr.  Ritchie: — 
Power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records ; 
Five  to  be  the  quorum. 

Ordered^  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken 
before  the  Select  Committee  on  Sugar  Industries 
of  the  Session  1878-9  be  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Sugar  Industries. — {Mr.  JRitchu) 

FRATTDULEin?    DEBTOKS     (SCOTLAND)    BILL, 

On  Motion  of  The  Lord  Advocate,  Bill  to 
provide  for  the  better  punishment  of  Fraudulent 
Debtors  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  bo  brought  in 
by  The  Lord  Advocate  and  Mr.  Secretary 
Cross. 

'BiJlpreseniedf  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  94.] 

BOAD  DEBTS  ON  ENTAILED  ESTATES   (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Colonel  Drummond  Moray, 
Bill  to  amend  the  Law  in  regard  to  charging 
Boad  Debts  on  Entailed  Estates  in  ScotJ^d, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Colonel  Drummond 
Moray  and  Sir  William  Edmonstone. 

Wlpresented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  96.] 

EFFING  FOBEST  BILL. 

Order  for  referring  BiU  to  Examiners  read, 
and  diteharged : — BUI  withdraum: — and  leave 
g^ven  to  brmg  in  another  Bill  instead  thereof. 

EFFING  FOBEST  (nO.   2)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibrbtson, 
Bill  to  continue  for  a  limited  period  the  powers 
of  the  Arbitrator  under'  "  The  Epping  Forest 
Act,  1878,*'  and  to  provide  for  the  recora  of  the 
result  of  the  Arbitration,  and  for  the  exchange 
of  lands  in  Epping  Forest,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Henry  Sblwin-Ibbetson  and  &. 
Gerard  Noel. 

'RiilpretenUdf  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  96.] 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
after  One  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
Tuesday,  2nd  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.]— Public  Bills— -Fi>*<  Reading— 
Prayer  Book  Amendment  •  (24) ;  Local  Go- 
vernment (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Ban- 
bridge,  &c.)  •  (25). 

CRIMINAL  LAW  —  EXECUTIONS  IN 
GAOLS— EXECUTION  OF  WILLIAM 
CASSIDY.— OBSERVATIONS. 

Loud  HOUGHTON,  who  had  on  the 
Paper  a  Notice  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  presentment  of  the 
jury  empanelled  to  sit  on  the  body  of 
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William  Cassidy,  executed  in  Cheeiham 
Prison,  with  respeot  to  the  admiaaimi 
of  reporters^  said,  that  a  week  aeo  he 
moved  for  a  document  on  this  sumed, 
which  up  to  the  present  time  haanot 
been  presented  to  the  House.  He  should 
like  to  hear  from  the  noble  £arl  who  re- 
presented the  Home  Office  some  expla- 
nation as  to  why  the  document  had  not 
been  laid  upon  the  Table. 

Earl  BEAUOHAMP  explained  that 
he  had  no  communication  on  this  subject 
with  the  noble  Lord,  who,  a  week  be> 
fore,  moved  for  the  document  in  queslioii 
without  consulting  him  personallj.  He 
had,  however,  inquired  at  the  Home 
Office,  and  ascertained  that  theire  was 
no  objection  to  its  production.  An  order 
was  made  accormnffly.  He  was  not 
aware  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  the 
document  to  be  circulated  amonjgst  their 
Lordships  before  the  noble  Lord  called 
attention  to  this  subject.  It  was  no  £iult 
of  his  own  that  the  Papers  had  not  been 
laid  upon  the  Table  before. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEBLEY  re- 
marked that  the  fault  rested  at  the 
Home  Office,  and  not  upon  the  noUe 
Earl. 

Lord  HOUGHTON  gave  Notice  that 
he  would  call  attention  to  the  saljeet 
this  day  week. 

HIGHWAY  BOARD  ACCOUNTS. 

MOTION  FOR  A  RETUBK. 

The  Duke  of  BEDFOED  moyed  for  a 

"  Betum  of  the  General  Order  of  Aoooimii 
issued  by  the  Local  Gk>yeminent  Board  to  hi^« 
way  boards,  under  the  *  Highways  and  JjMh 
motivea  ^  (Ajnendment)  Act,  1878 ' :  Similar 
Return  in  respect  of  the  acooonts  of  thAfor* 
vejors  of  highway  parishee/' 

The  Duke  of  EIOHMOND  Ain) 
GOEDON  had  no  objection  to  the  Mo- 
tion,  and  thought  it  would  be  satiafactoiy 
to  their  Lordships  to  be  put  in  poeaewicm 
of  the  information  which  the  noble  Duke 
had  applied  for. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

THE  COMMISSION  ON  AGRICULTURAL 

DISTRESS. 

QUESTION.      OBSERVATIONS. 

Lord  WAVENEY  rose  to  enquire^ 
When  it  may  be  expected  that  the  report 
of  the  Commission  last  appointed  to  oon- 
sider  the  question  of  aCTicultural  distress 
will  be  presented  ?  Tne  noble  Lord  oIh 
serred,  that  the  subject  was  of  immeoM 
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importance ;  bat,  still,  he  did  not  desire 
to   bring  it  forward  in  detail.     Their 
Lordships  would  remember  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  serious  damage  done  to 
the  agricultural  interest  in  the  early  pe- 
riod of  last  year  a  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed with  very  extensive  powers.     It 
was  divided  into  Departments,  and  its 
researches  were  extended  not  only  over 
Great  Britain,  but  to  the  United  States, 
where  a  deputation,  or  sub-Commission, 
was  sent.     He  asked,  would  it  not  be 
well  that  the  results  of  those  investiga- 
tions should  be  at  once  published  ?  Suc- 
cessive seasons  had  depressed  the  agri- 
cultural  interest,     and    especially    the 
scientific   branch  of   agriculture,   to  a 
point  which,  he  believed,  was  lower  than 
nad  been  reached  before.    The  appoint- 
ment of  the  Boyal  Commission    was, 
therefore,  a  timely  and  wise  step.     Pro- 
ductions brought  to  the  market  were  of 
an    inferior    quality,    with    regard    to 
cereals,  cattle,  and  sheep,  which  formed 
a  large  proportion  of  the  remunerative 
results  of  agricultural    labour.     These 
evils  had  pressed  with  aggravating  force 
on  the  most  scientifically  managed  and 
best  cultivated  districts.    In  the  East  of 
England,  which  yielded  to  none  in  what 
was  necessary  for  the  production  of  food, 
the  crops  had  been  oi  an  inferior  qua- 
lity, wneat  being  so  bad  that  miUers 
were  obliged  to  purchase  foreign  com 
to  mix  for  grinding.     The  well-being  of 
the  labouring  classes   was  largely  in- 
Tolved  in  this  question,  the  pressing  im- 
portance of  which  led  him  to  urge  the 
Government  to   publish  the  Heport  of 
the  Commission  as  early  as  possible.    He 
was  quite  aware  that  whatever  distress 
occurred  the  landlords  would  willingly 
bear  their  share,  and  would  do  all  that 
they  could  to  lessen  the  burden  on  the 
tenantry. 

Thb  Duke  op  EICHMOND  Aim 
GORDON :  Mv  Lords,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  necessary  that  I  should  follow  the 
noble  Lord  through  all  the  observations 
he  has  made ;  but  with  some  of  them  I 
cannot  as^ree.  I  am  not  disposed  to 
ag^ree  with  the  gloomy  view  of  agricul- 
taral  prospects  he  has  taken,  and  with 
the  very  gloomy  view  which  ho  seems 
disposed  to  take  of  the  price  of  cattle 
ana  sheep  at  the  present  time.  I  think 
the  price  of  mutton  is  going  up.  The 
price  of  wool  is  very  much  higher  than 
it  was  some  time  ago ;  but  on  these  small 
I  am  not  called  upon  now  to 
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touch.     Nor  am  I  concerned  to  discuss 
the  powers  of  limited  owners ;  because 
the  noble  Lord  will  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity, on  a  future  occasion,  of  discuss- 
ing the  question  when  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack  moves 
the  second  reading  of  his  Bill  on  that 
subject  than  he  has  at  present.     The 
noble  Lord  speaks  of  the  Commission 
over  which  I  have  the  honour  of  pre- 
siding as  proceeding  in  Departments; 
but  in  this  the  noble  Lord  is  in  error. 
It  is  a  Hoyal  Commission,  issued  by  the 
favour  of  Her  Majesty,  and  the  topics 
which  it  has  to  inquire  into  are  very  va- 
rious.    Its  inquiry  is  to  be  a  very  gene- 
ral one ;  it  is  to  be  accurate ;  and  it  is 
to  be  very  searching,  I  have  no  doubt. 
This  inquiry  is  to  be  held  by  the  Boyal 
Commission  itself,  and  is  not  divided 
into  Departments.    In  order  to  procure 
the  information  which  it  was  not  possible 
for  themselves  to  personally  obtain,  they 
sent  out  gentlemen  to  different  parts  of 
the  country.     Two  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners were  sent  to  America  to  procure 
information  on  the  spot,  and  they  have 
now  come  back,  but  have  not  completed 
their  Eeport,  as  they  have  not  got  all 
the  information  from  America  which  they 
desired.     They  are  applying  for  some 
further  details  on  matters  on  which  they 
wish  to    be    informed.     The  Assistant 
Commissioners  at  home  have  prepared 
and  sent  in  their  Eeports ;  but  they  are 
by  no  means  exhaustive  of  the  subject. 
In  addition  to  the  evidence  obtained  by 
these  gentlemen,  the  Commission  itself 
must  take  evidence,    not  only  in  this 
country,  but  also  in  Ireland,  to  satisfy 
themselves,  from  personal  examination 
of  witnesses,  on  various  points  which 
require  to  be  cleared  up  before  any  opi- 
nion can  be  arrived  at.  The  Commission 
have  not  examined  anything  like  the 
nimiber  of  witnesses  which  will  be  re- 
quired before  completing  their  Eeport ; 
and  this  being  so,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  inform  the  noble  Lord  when  its  Eeport 
will  bo  laid  on  the  Table. 

PRAYER  BOOK  AMENDMENT  BILL  [h.L.] 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
— Was  pretented  by  The  Lord  Eburt  ;  read  1». 

(No.  24.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (iRELAND)  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDERS  (BANBRIDGE,  &C.) 
BILL   [h.L.] 

A  Bill  to  confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders 
of  the  Local  Qovemment  Board  for  Ireland  re* 


131 


Bristol 


(COMMONSj 


Corporation  Bill. 


132 


lating  to  the  towns  of  Banbridgc,  Monaghan, 
Thurles,  and  Trim ;  and  to  waterworks  in  the 
town  of  Kinsale ;  and  to  the  Skulo  Bog  United 
District — Was  pretented  by  The  Lord  Presi- 
dent; read  1».     (No.  26.) 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 

Six  o'clock,  to  Thursday  next, 

half  past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday y  2nd  March,  1880. 


MTNUTES.]— Supply— <wi#i<fcr^<?  in  Committee 
— Heaolutiofia  [March  1]  reported. 

Pkivatb  Bill  {bp  Order) — Second  Reading — 
Bristol  Corporation. 

Public  Bills — Ordered — Fir»t  Reading — Metro- 
)lis  Waterworks  Purchase  [97] ;  Valuation 
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BRISTOL  CORPORATION  BILL  {by  Order). 
SEGOIO)  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (ifr.  Fry.) 

Mr.  wait  said,  he  rose  to  move  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  upon  that 
day  six  months.  In  making  that  l^otion 
he  must  say  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Corporation  of  Bristol,  and  he  could 
speak  urom  his  own  knowledge  of  the 
Corporation,  and  of  the  city  and  its  in- 
terest. He  opposed  the  present  mea- 
sure because  he  regarded  it,  instead  of 
being  a  progressive  measure,  as  one  of 
a  thoroughly  re-actionary  character.  It 
proposed  to  deal  with  a  question  which 
he  had  no  doubt  was  a  real  and  genuine 
g^evance— namely  the  re-  arrangement  of 
the  wards  of  the  City  of  Bristol.  He 
was  very  far  from  saying  that  a  re-ar- 
rangemont  of  those  wards  was  not  neces- 
sary. The  present  arrangement  was 
very  far  from  satisfactory,  and,  in  fact, 
a  re- arrangement  was  absolutely  neces- 


sary. What  he  objected  to  in  the  pre- 
sent Bill  was  that  it  was  altogether  in- 
complete in  its  character.  There  were 
very  large  suburbs  of  Bristol  which 
ought  to  be  included  in  any  re-arrange- 
ment oi  the  city  boundaries  ;  but  the 
Town  Council,  in  this  Bill,  had  made  no 
attempt  whatever  to  include  those  out- 
lying districts  within  the  city.  He  need 
hardly  say  that  when  these  outlying  dii- 
tricts  were  included  within  the  boim- 
daries  of  the  city  a  re-arrangement  of 
the  wards  would  at  once  become  a  very 
easy  matter.  What  he  contended  wai 
that  before  any  re-arrang^ement  iotk 
place  these  outlying  districts  should,  in 
the  first  instance,  be  contained  widlin 
the  city.  The  Town  Council  could  then 
proceed  with  a  re-arrang^ment  of  the 
wards.  If  it  were  impossible^  or  even 
undesirable,  to  include  these  outlying 
districts,  then,  instead  of  opposing  the 
Bill,  he  should  be  very  glad  to  co-ope- 
rate in  supporting  it ;  but,  so  far  mm 
being  undesirable  and  unnecessary,  ihib 
Boundary  Commissioners,  who  were  ap- 
pointed imder  the  Bepresentadon  of 
the  People  Act,  1867,  reoonmnended,  in 
their  Heport  made  in  1868,  that  thecily 
should  be  extended  so  as  to  indade  the 
parish  of  St.  George  and  the  district  of 
Bishopston,  part  of  Horfield  in  Olouces- 
tershire,  ana  a  further  part  of  BedmiB^ 
ster  in  Somersetshire ;  but  it  fiailed  to  pa« 
through  Parliament,  and  the  Bonnosiy 
Actof  1858— 31  &  32  Viet.  c.  46— w« 
passed,  Bristol  beingomitted.  Thezatescf 
the  district  in  1 868  amounted  to  £47,877, 
and  the  population  to  18,663.  The  ztA- 
ing  in  1880  had  increased  to  £95,397, 
and  the  population  to  35,665 ;  in  iaxi, 
both  the  ratinp^  and  the  population  had 
doubled  withm  that  period,  and  the 
weight  of  the  reconunendation  of  the 
Commissioners  had  in  so  far  increaaed. 
The  population  of  these  suburbs 
urban  m  every  respect — ^urban  in  1 
employments,  in  their  expenditure,  and 
in  their  dangers.  They  had  Looil 
Boards  of  their  own,  and  uiey  possessed 
every  advantage  that  could  contribute 
towuds  the  constitution  of  a  great  dty. 
There  was  another  great  and  important 
reason  why  he  desired  that  the  boundarr 
of  the  city  should  be  extended  and 
the  recommendations  of  the  Commis- 
sioners adopted.  It  was,  he  thoughti 
very  important  ii^deed,  in  a  sanitair 
point  of  view,  that  the  Citj  of  Bristol 
should  have  jurisdiction  over  its  own 
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suburbs.     The  City  of  Bristol  had  gone  on  that  ground  he  thought  it  ought  to 

to  g^eat  expense  in  regard  to  matters  of  be  referred  back   to   them  for  amend- 

health  and  improving  the  sanitary  con-  ment,  and  a  new  Bill,  embracing  the 

dition  of  the  town  ;   and  it  was  in  the  points  to  which  he  had  referred,  should 

power  of  one  of  the  suburbs  to  be   a  be  introduced.   In  that  case,  they  would 

serious  source  of  evil  and  mischief  and  have  a  measure  which  would  give  satis- 

contagion  to  that  great  city.     It  seemed  faction,  he  believed,  to  the  whole  of  the 

only  reasonable  that  the  city,  therefore,  inhabitants,    and  which  would   insure 

should  have  control  over  the  whole  of  that  any  improvements  hitherto  inde- 

the  urban  community.     It  was  perfectly  finitely  deferred  would  be  undertaken 

truethat  there  was  some  opposition  on  the  for  increasing  the  prosperity  of  the  city. 

part  of  the  inhabitants  which  he  pro-  He  begged  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read 

posed  to  include  within  the  boundaries  a  second  time  upon  that  day  six  months. 

oftiiecity.     A  portion  of  them  natura.Uy  Amendment  proposed,   to   leave  out 

wished  to  enjoy  the  advantages  which  ^^^  ^^^^  .,  ^^^^V,  ^^^  ^^  the  end  of  the 

w«ro  inseparable  from  the  neighbour-  Question  to  add  the  words  -upon  this 

hood  of  a  great  centre  of  industry,  and  ^      ^^  months."-(ifr.  Wait) 

they  had  an  equally  and  corresponding  "L       ^.                   \    ,im^  /^-i            -i 

disfiketo  conteibute  to  the  buken  of  ,    Question  proposed    -That  the  word 

that  city.      Some  of  them,  again,  were  ^^^    ^^^  V^  ^^  *^®  Question." 

actuated  by  political  motives,  for  he  be-  Mr.  FEY  said,  he  should  ask  permission 

lieved  that  they  were  nearly  all  of  one  to  detain  the  House  but  a  few  moments, 

political  complexion  in  these  suburbs ;  while  he  endeavoured  to  state  as  shortly 

but  the  objections  were  by  no  means  as  possiblethe  reasons  which  induced  him 

uniTersal.    There  were  a  large  number  to  hope  that  the  House  would  not  accede 

of  persons  who  felt  that  their  interest  to  the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  Friend 

and  prosperity  would  be  increased  if  the  Member  for  Gloucester  (Mr.  Wait), 

they  were  utiited  to  the  City  of  Bristol.  His  hon.  Friend  had  informed  the  House 

It  was  perfectly  true  that  the  scheme  thattheobjectof  this  Bill  was  to  arrange 

had  been  almost  unanimously,  or  even  the    municipal  wards    of   the   City   of 

largely,  approved  by  the  Town  Council,  Bristol.    It  was  admitted  by  all  tiiose 

ana  he  must  have  been  one  of  those  who  who  had  considered  the  subject  that  the 

approved  of  it;  but  he  was  willing  to  object  of   the  Bill  was  to  remove  and 

admity  and  he  did  admit  in  this  matter,  correct  certain  glaring  in  equalities  which 

that  he,  with  a  great  many  others,  had  had   previously  existed.     The  division 

ohaneed  his  mind,  and  he  would  rather  into  wards  of  the  City  of  Bristol  had 

see  the  Bill  thrown  out,  so  that  a  com-  been  made,  as  in  other  places,  by  the 

plete  measure  miffht  be  introduced,  and  Commissioners  under  the  Municipal  Cor- 

a  matter  that  had  long  been  unsettled  porations  Act ;  but  it  had  never  been 

might  receive  a  final  settlement.     He  looked  upon  in  the  City  of  Bristol  as 

benered  that  a  Memorial,  which  had  satisfactory,  and  it  had  never  been  con- 

been  Terr  extensively  and  widely  and  firmed  under  the  provisions  of  that  Act 

influentiaily  signed,  had  been  presented  of   Parliament    by    the    Sovereign    in 

to  the  Local  Qovemment  Board,  which  Council.     But,  according  to  the  provi- 

the  right  hon.  Gentleman  below   (Mr.  sions  of  that  Act,  the  arrangement  re- 

Sdater-Booth)  presided  over.    Whether  mained  in  force  until  steps  were  taken 

the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  anything  to  set  it  aside.     The  House  would  see 

to  say  on  the  subject  he  did  not  know  ;  that  in  a  large  city  like  Bristol  g^eat 

but  tLe  Memorial  which  had  been  pre-  changes  must  have  taken  place  during 

sented  to  him  expressed  the  sentiments  of  the  45  years  which  had  elapsed  since 

those  who  had  signed  the  document,  and  that  Bill  was   passed.     He  would  not 

of  a  great  number  who  had  not  signed  trouble  the  House  with  many  observa- 

it.     His  contention  was  that  the  recom-  tions  on  that  point,  because  the  condition 

mendation  of  the  Commissioners  gave  that  of  things  in  Bristol,  as  regarded  muni- 

greatlyinoreasedweight,from  the  increase  cipal  representation,  was  admitted  to  be 

of  weuth  and  population  which  had  taken  at  present  far  from  satisfactory,  and  the 

place  in  Bristol  since  it  was  first  made,  object  of  the  present  Bill  was  to  remedy 

He  did  not  think  it  would  be  denied  a  real  and   substantial  grievance,  and 

by  the  Town  Council  that  this  Bill  would  not  a  sentimental  one.     He  would  give 

hmdar  the  development  of  the  city ;  and  the  House  one  instance  of  the  existing 
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inequalities.  At  present,  there  was  one 
ward  which  had  a  rateable  yalue  of 
£51,000,  and  contained  1,044  burgesses. 
That  ward  was  entitled,  under  the  pre- 
sent arrangement,  to  six  members.  But 
there  was  another  vastly  larger  ward, 
with  a  rateable  value  of  £126,000,  and 
containing  6,192  burgesses,  as  compared 
with  1,000  in  the  small  ward,  yet  it  only 
returned  three  Town  Councillors.  On  this 
part  of  the  subject,  he  would  only  trouble 
the  House  by  quoting  a  letter  addressed 
by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Gloucester  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  present 
condition  of  municipal  power  in  Bristol 
in  these  words — 

**I  believe  a  re-distribution  of  wards  in  tbe 
City  of  Bristol  is  a  measure  much  needed,  the 
present  inconsistencies  being  quite  indefen- 
sible." 

He  could  give  many  other  instances  of 
inequality  and  injustice  in  the  present 
system ;  but  he  thought  he  had  made 
out  to  the  House  that  this  Bill  was  in- 
tended to  remedy  a  substantial  and  a 
great  grievance.  He  woidd  only  detain 
the  House  very  shortly  with  the  history 
of  the  proceedings  which  led  to  the  Bill. 
The  question  had  been  under  considera- 
tion in  Bristol  by  the  Town  Council  and 
the  inhabitants  at  large  for  more  than 
five  years ;  and,  inasmuch  as  every  Town 
Councillor  in  Bristol  had  been  elected 
since  the  question  had  been  before  the 
ratepayers,  he  thought  the  House 
might  fairly  accept  what  he  shoidd  show 
to  be  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the 
Town  Council  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  as 
showing  that  the  inhabitants  of  Bristol 
were  also  almost  unanimous  in  its 
favour.  In  1875,  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Town  Council,  and  m 
their  Beport  they  recommended  that  a 
re-adjustment  of  the  wards  should  take 
place.  In  1 878,  another  Committee  was 
appointed  to  suggest  a  plan,  and  they 
reported  in  favour  of  the  scheme  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House.  In  1879,  a  resolution  was 
passed  to  promote  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House.  It  was  carried  by  the  Town 
Council  on  the  29th  of  April  by  a 
majority  of  41  to  6,  showing  an  over- 
whelming preponderance  of  opinion  in 
the  Town  Council  itself  in  favour  of  the 
measure;  and  not  only  so,  but  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Borough  Funds 
Act  a  public  meeting  of  the  inhabitants, 
owners,  end  occupiers  had  to  be  held. 

Mr.  Fry 


That  meeting  was  held  in  May  last,  and 
no  poll  was  demanded ;  but  Uie  reeda- 
tion  adopted  by  the  meeting  might  be 
said  to  have  be^  arriyed  at  unanimoiulj 
in  favour  of  the  measure.     Again,  no 
longer  ago  than  the  26th  of  Januaiy 
last,  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  wai 
laid  before    the  Municipal   Cooncil  of 
Bristol,  and  was  then  unanimously  ap- 
proved.   Therefore,  he  thoug^ht  it  worn 
be  impossible  to  make   out  a  stronger 
case,  showing  that  the   inhabitants  of 
Bristol,  as  represented  bj  the  Municipal 
Council,  were  in  favour  of  the  measure 
now  before  the  House.     He   need  not 
inform  the  House  how  difficult  a  matter 
it  was  to  come  to  an  agreement  between 
political  Parties  in  a   large   town  like 
Bristol  in  a  matter  of  that  kind.    The 
discussion  had  extended  fully  and  fairij 
over  the  last  four  or  five  years ;  and  id- 
though  it  had  been  attended  by  aome 
difficulty,  after  a  full  discussion  wbtt 
was,  in  fact,  a  treaty  of  peace  betwea 
the  two  political  Parties  had  been  ar- 
rived at.    He  ventured  to  assert  tiiat 
there  was  no  evidence  whatever  of  any 
substantial  opposition  to  the   Bill.    It 
was  true  that  there  had  been  a  Memorial 
to  the  Local  Government  Board.    He 
had  not  seen  the  document ;  but  it  wu 
signed,  he  understood,  by  about  90  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  he  presumed  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Oloucester  was 
one.     But  the  city  of  Bristol  contained 
200,000  inhabitants,  and  some  24,000 
burgesses ;  and,   therefore,  he   did  not 
think  the  House  would    attach   mnch 
weight  to  a  Memorial  to  the  Ix>cal  Go- 
vernment Board  from  the  small  number 
of  90  inhabitants.    He  had  no  doubt 
that  they  were  respectable  and  influen- 
tial persons,  but  they  formed  a  yeiy  amall 
minority ;  and  he  would  ask  why  they 
did  not  come  forward  and  petition  the 
House  in  the  usual  way  ?   Why,  instead 
of  presenting  a  Petition  to  that  Hooae, 
did  they  merely  memorialize  the  Local 
Government  Board  upon  the  sulnectf 
Seeing  that  there  was  a  meeting  of  the 
ratepayers  held  as  lately  as  last  year, 
he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, entertaining  such  views,  to  havs 
attended  on  that  occasion  in  order  to 
express   their  opinions  and   make  an 
appeal  to  the  inhabitants  in  order  to  as- 
certain whether  any  considerable  anm- 
ber  of  the  citizens  of  Bristol  would  sim- 
port  the   views   they  entertained,    oo 
far  as  his  hon.  Friend  the  Membcor  iior 
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Gloucester  was  concerned,  it  was  well 
known  by  all  who  bad  tbe  plea- 
sure of  bis  acquaintance  tbat  be  was  a 
prominent  and  popular  citizen  of  Bristol. 
As  be  bimself  bad  informed  tbe  House, 
he  bad  been  a  member  of  tbe  Town 
Council  during  tbe  wbole  period  tbat 
ibis  question  bad  been  agitated  ;  and  be 
must  ask  bis  bon.  Friend  wby  be  did  not 
oppose  tbe  Bill  as  lately  as  last  January 
— six  weeks  ago — wben  tbe  unanimous 
vote  of  tbe  Town  Council  was  given  in 
its  favour  ?  Tbe  bon.  Gentleman  inti- 
mated tbat  be  bad  cbanged  bis  mind. 
He  bad  a  perfect  rigbt  to  do  so.  Probably 
tbe  man  wbo  never  cbanged  bis  mind  was 
far  from  a  wise  man.  But  be  would  suggest 
to  bis  bon.  Friend  tbat  if  be  bad  cbanged 
his  mind  before  January  last,  it  was  bis 
duty  to  bave  made  a  representation  of 
tbe  fact  at  tbat  time,  and  to  bave 
brought  forward  tbe  views  wbicb  be 
entertained  against  this  proposition. 
Last  year  tbe  very  question  now  before 
the  House  was  mooted  in  tbe  Council, 
and  a  proposal  was  made  to  postpone 
any  action  upon  tbe  Bill  until  tbe  ques- 
tion of  tbe  enlargement  of  tbe  boundaries 
had  been  considered.  It  was  negatived 
by  a  large  majority  ;  and  in  tbe  majority 
on  tbat  occasion  be  found  tbe  name  of  bis 
hon.  Friend.  He  would  now  ask  per- 
mission of  tbe  House  to  say  a  word  or 
two  as  to  tbe  grounds  of  tbe  opposition 
wbicb  bad  been  raised  against  tbe  Bill. 
So  far  as  be  understood  it,  tbeir  oppo- 
nents did  not  object  to  tbe  provisions  of 
the  Bill.  Tbey  admitted  tbat,  in  justice 
to  tbe  City  of  Bristol,  tbe  wards  ought 
to  be  re-arranged  ;  but  tbey  alleged  that 
the  municipal  boundaries  of  tbe  city 
ought  to  be  extended  at  tbe  same  time. 
NoWy  be  woidd  remark  tbat  tbe  question 
of  Parliamentary  boundaries  was  a  ques- 
tion for  tbe  House  itself  to  decide ;  but 
the  question  involved  in  tbe  present  dis- 
cussion was  a  question  of  municipal 
boundaries,  and  only  related  to  local 
affairs — such  as  sanitary  affairs,  and  local 
taxation.  These  things  were  most  strictly 
within  the  province  of  a  local  municipal 
body  like  the  Town  Council  of  Bristol ; 
and  be  would  submit  tbat  tbe  House 
must  attach  great  weight  to  tbe  opinion 
of  the  Town  Council  of  Bristol  upon  a 
matter  of  that  kind.  It  was  true  tbat 
the  Boundary  Commissioners,  in  1868, 
proposed  to  enlarge  tbe  boundaries  of 
Bristol  in  tbe  way  stated  by  bis  bon. 
Friend.  But  tbe  Beport  of  tbe  Boundary 
CommiauoA  was  received  with  great  dis- 


satisfaction ;  and  wben  tbe  Boundary 
Bill  was  introduced  in  tbe  following  year 
to  give  effect  to  tbe  recommendations  of 
tbe  Commissioners  Bristol  was  omitted 
from  tbat  Bill.  He  bad  tbe  authority  of 
tbe  Town  Clerk  of  Bristol,  wbo  bad  been 
tbe  legal  adviser  of  tbe  Corporation  of 
Bristol  for  40  years,  for  saying  tbat  tbe 
circumstances  bad  greatly  cbanged  since 
1868 ;  and  populations  bad  grown  up  in 
other  parts  of  tbe  neighbourhood  of  Bris- 
tol than  those  wbicb  were  considered  by 
tbe  Boundary  Commissioners ;  and  that, 
if  tbe  boundaries  of  tbe  city  were  to  be 
extended,  tbe  changes  proposed  by  tbe 
Boundary  Commissioners  were  not  those 
wbicb  would  apply  now.  But  what  he 
would  put  to  the  House  was  this — ^that 
there  was  an  entire  absence  of  opinion  on 
tbe  part  of  Bristol  in  favour  of  an  exten- 
sion of  tbe  boundaries  of  tbe  city.  He 
might  even  put  tbe  case  higher,  and  say 
tbat  there  was  a  strong  feeling  of  oppo- 
sition in  Bristol  to  such  an  extension. 
Last  year  a  resolution  was  proposed  in 
tbe  Council  tbat  tbe  consideration  of  tbe 
Bill  should  be  deferred  until  tbe  ques- 
tion of  extending  tbe  municipal  boun- 
daries bad  been  considered,  and  tbat 
proposition  was  negatived  by  46  votes  to 
6.  Therefore,  he  was  justified  in  tbe 
assertion  tbat  there  was  a  strong  feeling 
on  tbe  part  of  Bristol  against  tbe  exten- 
sion of  the  boundaries.  Tben,  again, 
wbat  was  tbe  feeling  of  tbe  outlying  dis- 
tricts tbemselves  ?  If  tbe  feeling  against 
this  proposal  was  strong  in  Bristol  itself 
it  was  very  strong  in  tbe  outlying  dis- 
tricts. Tbe  principal  districts  sought  to 
be  included  were  tbe  parishes  of  St. 
George,  and  tbe  district  of  Bisbopston, 
in  Horfield,  and  tbey  bad  both  petitioned 
tbe  House  against  tbe  suggested  change ; 
and  not  only  so,  but  tbe  local  sanitary 
authorities  bad  passed  resolutions  and 
presented  Petitions  to  tbe  House  against 
any  such  measure  being  adopted.  Both 
St.  George's  and  Horfield  bad  formed  tbeir 
own  Local  Boards,  and  were  able  to  deal 
with  all  sanitary  questions  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  paying  by  means  of  tbeir  own 
rates  for  their  own  sanitary  arrange- 
ments. Tbey  provided  tbeir  own  water, 
tbeir  own  gas,  and  tbe  rest  of  it ;  and  be 
would  appeal  to  tbe  House  tbat,  such 
being  the  case,  there  was  no  precedent 
for  including  in  a  borough  districts  of 
tbat  kind,  wbicb  bad  tbeir  own  local 
authorities,  against  tbeir  will.  Tbis  was 
not  a  case  in  wbicb  a  large  city  or 
I  borough  came  to  the  House  and  asked 
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hon.  Members  from  the  North  of  Ire- 
land.    The  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
the   Member   for  Monaghan  ought  to 
have  ensured  the  passing  of  the  Bill, 
for  he  admitted  Irishmen  in  this  country 
made  excellent  soldiers  and  admirable 
Volunteers.      But    it    was    true,    after 
being  thus  compelled  to  praise  those  re- 
sident in  this  country,  he  said  Irishmen 
at  home  could  not  be  at  this  time  en- 
trusted with  arms.     Both  Members  had 
drawn  vivid  pictures  of  the  scenes  of  dis- 
turbances and  violences  which,  no  doubt, 
did  so  f  req uently  take  place  in  the  North 
of  Ireland.      But  what  was  the  reason 
why  the  North  presented  so  dark  a  con- 
trast with  the  South  and  Midland  por- 
tions of  Ireland  ?    Because,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  there  was  in  the  North  of 
Ireland    a  body  called  **  Orangemen," 
whom  the  Government  liked  to  encou- 
rage,  and  who,    on  certain  occasions, 
were  allowed  to  hold  complete  control 
of  the  North.  Under  those  circumstances, 
it  would  be  better  for  that  body,  as  well 
as  for  others  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
that  they  should  be  placed  under  the 
control  proposed  by  the  Bill,  and  that 
the  Gk)vemment  authorities  should  have 
power  to  regulate  the  use  of  arms  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  as  elsewhere.     It  was 
somewhat  singular  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Tyrone  (Mr.Macartney)  should  call  at- 
tention in  that  House  to  the  scenes  that 
bad  disgraced  the  city  represented  by  the 
hon.Member  for  Belfast.  He  fully  agreed 
that  there  was  no  city  in  Ireland  which 
had  been  the  scene  of  more  extreme  dis- 
order than  the  City  of  Belfast.     In  that 
respect,  the  observations  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Tyrone  were  perfectly  right.     If 
he  thought  that  the  refusal  to  read  this 
Bill  a  second  time  would  remove  arms 
from  the  hands  of  the  Orangemen  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  then  he  should  cer- 
tainly oppose  the  measure.      But  what 
would  be  the  result  ?    Arms  would  still 
remain  in  the  hands   of  Orangemen  in 
the  North  even  if  this  Bill  was  rejected. 
Was  it  to  be  now  gravely  asserted  that 
Irishmen  in  the  Midland  and  Southern 
portions  of  Ireland  were  not  to  be  al- 
lowed their  Constitutional  rights  because 
the  North  of  Ireland  was  disturbed  ?   If 
there  were  any  clauses  in  the  Bill  that 
would  require  consideration  they  could 
be  considered,  and,  if  necessary,  amended 
in  Committee ;  but  he  did  think  it  would 
be  a  most  unreasonable  thing  that  mere 
declamation,  such  as  they  had  heard  from 
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the  two  hon.  Members  from,  Ulster 
Counties,  should  be  a  8a£5.oient  reason 
for  the  House  refusing  a  second  reading 
to  a  Bill  substantially  the  same  as  that 
which  had  been  sanctioned  by  and  passed 
through  the  House  last  Session.  So  far 
as  one  could  form  a  judgment  from  re- 
ports and  the  Charges  of  Judges,  he 
thought  the  Government  could  not  as- 
sert there  was  exceptional  crime  in  Lein- 
ster  or  the  South  of  Ireland.  Notwith- 
standing the  severe  distress  under  which 
they  were  suffering  there  was  an  absence 
of  disorder  in  those  places,  and  their 
sufferings  were  borne  with  unexampled 
tranquiUity  and  moderation.  It  would 
be  a  very  bad  precedent  if  the  House 
should  refuse  to  give  this  Bill  a  second 
reading,  merely  on  such  arguments  as 
they  had  listened  to  from  the  two  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side. 

Me.  J.  P.  COERY  said,  that  the 
Orangemen  in  the  North  of  Ireland 
were  no  more  armed  than  the  inhabit- 
ants of  any  other  part  of  the  oonntry. 
As  was  well  known,  Belfast  was  under 
the  Peace  Preservation  Act,  and  every 
arm,  therefore,  was  licensed.  No  one 
carried  arms  except  by  authority.  Un- 
fortunately, in  times  past,  they  had  been 
subjected  to  very  serious  distiirbancesin 
Belfast ;  but  he  was  quite  satisfied  to 
contrast  the  loyalty  of  the  North  of  Ire- 
land against  the  disloyalty  which  had 
been  manifested  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  within  the  last  12  months.  He 
did  not  wish  to  detain  the  House ;  but 
he  thought  it  right,  as  a  Bepresentetive 
of  Belfast,  to  make  these  observations  in 
reply  to  the  statements  of  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  for  Kilkenny  (Mr.  P.  Martin). 

Mr.  CALLAN  said,  that  he  regretted 
very  much  that  they  had  not  had  any 
expression  of  opinion  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
in  regard  to  this  Bill.  Last  year,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  assistance  of  the  Gk>T6Ri- 
ment,  the  Bill  was  carried  through  a 
second  reading,  and  proceeded  so  finr  as 
to  obtain  a  second  sitting  in  Committee. 
They  were  aware  that  pressure  had  been 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  Government 
since  that  time;  and,  perhaps,  inobedieoos 
to  orders  submitted  to  them  by  some  of 
the  Eepresentatives  from  the  North  of 
Ireland,  the  Bill,  which  in  the  last  Sessum 
of  Parliament  received  the  sanction  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  was  now  to 
be  opposed.  Probably,  Her  Majestj^s 
Government  had  consented  to  indulge 
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the  Bepresentatives  of  the  North  of  Ire- 
land; mowing  that  in  the  next  Session 
they  would  be  troubled  with  them  no 
longer.  He  must  compliment  one  of 
those  Gentlemen  who,  he  believed,  had 
made  his  farewell  speech  in  that  House 
— namely,  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Monaghan  (Sir  John  Leslie) — for 
the  very  able  arguments  he  adduced 
in  opposition  to  the  Bill.  But,  as  he 
did  not  consider  that  there  was  really 
anything  in  them,  he  had  taken  no 
note  of  them.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Tyrone  (Mr.  Macartney)  had  adopted  his 
usual  rdh  of  attacking  the  Catholics  in 
Ireland.  He  must  say  that  he  was  as 
well  acquainted  with  Ireland  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Tyrone,  and  he  could  deny 
the  truth  of  every  statement  which  he 
had  made.  He  had  said  that  every 
year  in  Ulster  they  had  disturbances 
and  unpleasant  party  fights.  He  was 
glad  to  find  that  the  hon.  Member  cha- 
racterized those  disturbances  as  party 
fights;  for,  in  the  county  which  he  repre- 
sented, no  one  was  credited  with  having 
lent  a  more  willing  and  helping  hand  to 
the  creation  of  bad  party  feeling  than 
the  hon.  Member  himself. 

Mb.  MACAETNEY  rose  to  Order. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  the  hon. 
Member  was  in  Order  in  accusing  him  of 
having  created  a  bad  party  feeling  ? 

Mb.  CALLAN  said,  that  his  statement 
was,  that  the  hon.  Member  was  credited 
in  Ireland  with  having  more  than  any 
other  person  created  a  bad  party  feeling 
in  his  county.  One  day,  driving  between 
Knniwkillen  and  Londonderry,  he  was 
informed  that  there  were  no  paxty  fights 
in  that  part  of  the  county  excepting 
when  the  hon.  Member  was  there.  With 
rog^ard  to  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Belfast  (Mr.  J.  P.  Cony), 
he  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  he  had 
fielt  acutely  the  charges  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kukenny  (Mr.  P. 
Martini  and  he  was  right  in  standing 
up  for  ius  disorderly  constituency.  The 
hon.  Member  had  further  congratulated 
the  North  of  Ireland  on  its  loyalty,  and 
compared  it  with  the  disloyalty  that  he 
said  had  prevailed  in  other  parts  during 
the  past  year.  He  presumed  that  the 
hon.  Member  alluded  to  the  meetings  of 
the  Land  Leagues.  He  would  road  to  the 
House  the  substance  of  an  account  which 
he  had  found  in  a  Conservative  news- 
paper with  respect  to  a  meeting  at  Port- 
•down.    The  account  stated  that  a  land 


meeting  was  summoned  last  Wednesday 
week,  at  which  a  gentleman  named 
ShiUington  occiipied  the  chair.  Last 
month,  he  (Mr.  Callan)  was  present  at  a 
meeting  in  County  Louth,  at  which 
several  Members  of  Parliament  also  at- 
tended, and  there  was  an  assemblage  of 
about  8,000  people.  They  had  bands 
and  banners,  and  played  **  Cheer  Boys 
Cheer,"  **  Garry  Owen,"  **  St.  Patrick's 
Day,"  and  '*  God  Save  Ireland !  "  He 
made  a  most  loyal  speech,  and  they  all 
went  home  quite  sober.  Not  a  single 
case  was  brought  before  the  magistrates 
the  next  day.  But  at  the  meeting  at 
Portadown  there  was  present  Sir  William 
Yemer,  a  gentleman  who  was  anxious 
for  Parliamentary  honours,  and  who  was 
going  to  stand  in  the  tenant  right  in- 
terest. The  meeting  was  interrupted 
by  the  strains  of  a  band  playing  '*  Crop- 
pies Lie  Down,"  **TheBoyne  Water," 
and  other  tunes.  The  loyal  gentlemen 
whom  the  hon.  Member  for  Belfast 
praised  advanced  upon  the  meeting,  gave 
one  wild  cheer,  and  charged  the  platform. 
A  scene  of  great  confusion  took  place 
— chairs  and  anything  else  handy  being 
used  as  weapons.  Here,  therefore,  was 
an  instance  of  the  Loyalists  of  the  North 
of  Ireland  charging  down  upon  a  meet- 
ing  and  disturbing  the  tenant  righters 
and  Home  Hulers,  and  retiring  to  the 
triumphant  strains  of  the  '*  Boyne 
Water."  He  did  not  see  how  conduct 
of  this  kind  was  evidence  of  loyalty,  or 
how  the  perpetrators  of  it  could  be 
praised  for  the  observance  of  law  and 
order.  The  Bill  was  surrounded  with 
safeguards,  and  the  Gx)vemment  had  it 
in  meiT  power  to  prevent  any  harm 
being  done.  Last  year  the  Government 
assisted  the  Bill  in  its  passage  through 
the  House;  and  he  hoped  that,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  they  would  show  that  mey 
were  not  the  tools  of  the  Orangemen  of 
the  North  of  Ireland  by  allowing  the 
Bill  to  pass. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  that  as  the 
House  had  been  reminded,  this  Bill  last 
year  was  passed  through  a  second  read- 
ing in  the  House  of  Commons  with  the 
assent  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
but  eventually  f  ailea  to  obtain  the  assent 
of  Parliament.  It  became,  therefore, 
the  duty  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  consider  the  position  of  the  Bill  in  the 
present  Session.  Ho  must  say  that  he  was 
most  anxious  to  see  how  far  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country  could  permit  him  to 
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afibrd  support  to  the  measure.  Having 
regard  to  the  conditioii  of  Ireland  at  the 
present  moment,  it  must  be  candidly  ad- 
mitted that  they  were  bound  to  look 
very  carefully  at  a  proposal  which  put 
weapons  into  the  hands  of  any  portion  of 
the  population  of  Ireland.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  had  saved  him  from  what 
would  be  an  unpleasant  task — namely, 
that  of  offering  reasons  why  the  measure 
should  not  become  law.  He  was  bound 
to  say  that  the  instances  afforded  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dundalk  (Mr.  Callan) 
were  the  most  conclusive  arguments 
against  the  Bill.  What  did  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman state,  but  that  the  most  prosperous 
part  of  Ireland  was  frequently  the  scene 
of  very  great  disorder.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose that  it  would  be  proposed  to  exclude 
Ulster  from  the  Bill ;  and,  certainly,  the 
hon.  Member  had  advanced  very  strong 
reasons  why  that  Province  should  not  be 
included.  That  was  not  the  first  time 
they  had  heard  in  that  House  of  the  late 
disturbances  that  took  place  at  Porta- 
down.  He  was  not  in  a  position  offi- 
cially to  confirm  the  account ;  but  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  true.  The  hon.  Member 
had  stated  that  there  were  two  parties 
opposed  to  each  other  at  that  meeting, 
which  could  by  no  means  be  considered  to 
consist  of  the  residuum  of  the  population, 
but  of  persons  who  might  be  considered 
to  form  the  middle  class.  When  they 
heard  such  scenes  of  disorder  described, 
it  was  not  encouraging  to  the  House  to 
place  weapons  of  a  more  formidable 
character  in  the  hands  of  those  persons. 
Olause  2  of  the  Bill  provided  certain 
safeguards  with  regard  to  its  adminis- 
tration, and  enacted  that  it  shoidd  be 
lawful  for  Her  Majesty  to  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  persons  desiring  to  form  Volun- 
teer Corps  whom  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
should  recommend.  He  must  say, 
having  regard  to  the  present  state  of 
Ireland,  that  he  should  not  feel  him- 
self justified  in  advising  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  sanction  the  formation  of  any 
corps.  Without  considering  what  might 
be  the  case  in  more  favourable  circum- 
stances, yet,  if  at  the  present  time  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  were  to  recommend  Her 
Majesty  to  permit  the  formation  of 
Volunteer  Corps,  very  serious  remon- 
strances would  arise  from  the  neighbour- 
hoods so  favoured.  Hon.  Members 
who  supported  the  Bill  relied  almost  en- 
tirely upon  the  safeguards  provided  by 
Clause  2 ;  and  without  that  clause,  no 
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doubt,  they  would  not  have  ventured  to 
submit  the  Bill  to  the  House.  He 
should,  however,  be  guilty  of  reckless- 
ness if  he  allowed  the  Bill  to  pass,  and 
did  not  advise  the  Houbc  that  at  the 
present  moment  he  saw  no  practical 
opportunity  of  carrying  it  into  effect. 
They  could  not  at  that  time  even  con- 
template the  formation  of  armed  bands 
sanctioned  by  Parliament.  For  his  own 
part,  he  would  gladly  see  the  establish- 
ment of  a  state  of  affairs  which  would 
admit  of  the  Bill  being  safely  passed 
into  law  ;  but,  having  regard  to  the  un- 
fortunate condition  of  the  oountrr,  both 
from  a  social  and  an  economical  point 
of  view,  and  having  regard  to  the  other 
circumstances  mentioned,  he  thought  it 
would  be  unwise  for  the  House  to  adopt 
any  measure  of  this  kind ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  shoidd  support  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan. 

Mr.  O'DONNELL  said,  that  he  oould 
hardly  be  supposed  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland ;  but,  on  this 
occasion,  he  agreed  with  him  in  thinlring 
that  Ireland  was  not  at  present  in  a  fit 
state  to  permit  of  this  Bill  being  passed. 
Until  it  had  enjoyed  for  some  vears  the 
benefit  of  intelHgent  legislation,  and 
been  governed  by  an  inteUigent  Admin- 
istration with  some  idea  of  its  wants,  it 
would  be  a  risk  to  authorize  the  present 
Government  to  arm  any  part  of  the 
Irish  people,  more  especially  those  in 
the  North,  who,  in  former  times,  repre- 
sented an  armed  foreign  aggression. 
They  might  be  perfectly  certain  that  the 
greatest  partiahty  and  unfaimesB  in  the 
execution  of  the  measure,  more  parti- 
cularly in  the  choice  of  the  offioers  of 
the  proposed  corps,  would  be  shown  by 
the  present  Government.  He  considered 
the  Government  to  be  the  real  obstacle 
to  the  passing  of  such  a  Bill  as  this. 
He  thought  the  fact  should  be  fhUy  re- 
cognized, that  the  main  obstacle  to  any- 
thing like  progress  being  attained  in 
Ireland  was  the  present  Government. 
To  give  Ireland  such  a  measure  as  this, 
with  the  present  Government  in  power, 
would  be  to  inflict  an  unmitigatea  curse 
on  the  country.  For  these  reasons,  he 
could  by  no  means  condole  with  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Wexford  upon 
the  prospective  rejection  of  the  BilL 
He  rather  congratulated  him  that  his 
measure  would  be  postponed  till  a  time 
when  a  Government  was  in  power  which 
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TOold  not  seek  to  stir  up  olaes  againat 
ol&u  and  nation  againat  nation.  When 
they  had  obtained  a  GtoTemment  which 
ceaaed  to  do  that,  then  his  hon.  Friend 
might  attain  his  object,  which  would 
then  tend  to  promote  a  real  union  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  formed 
upon  solid  reasons  of  mutual  reepen^t 
and  equality,  and  cemented  by  the  strong 
sense  of  nationality  upon  each  side. 
The  present  Oovemment  simply  re- 
garded Ireland  from  an  electioneering 
point  of  view,  and  merely  cared  for  what 
would  serve  their  purposes. 

Ms.  O'CLERT  said,  that  the  House 
and  the  country  generally  would  receive 
with  siupriee  the  announcomente  made 
to  the  House  by  the  right  hon.  Qentle- 
man  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
He  did  not  see  that  there  were  anymore 
reasons  why  the  Bill  should  be  opposed 
by  the  Government  in  the  present  Ses- 
sion than  in  the  last.  In  point  of  fact, 
the  rows  to  which  attention  had  been 
called  had  occurred  between  contending 
portions  of  the  supporters  of  the  Go- 
Temment.  There  had  been  many  rows 
in  England,  but  that  was  no  reason  why 
Volunteers  should  he  denied  to  it. 
Englishmen  ought  to  be  ashamed,  con- 
sidering the  fine  Yolunteer  Force  they 
had,  to  make  it  known  that  Ireland, 
which  contributed  £90,000  a-year  in 
support  of  English  and  Scottish  Volun- 
teers, should  not  be  allowed  to  have  a 
Volunteer  Force  of  its  own.  Perhaps 
some  good  might  result  from  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  Bill,  in  this — that  Ireland 
would  be  fiimi^ed  with  an  argument 
why  she  should  not  be  taxed  for  the 
payment  of  the  English  Volunteers. 
He  thought  that  consideration  should 
mftke  EiigliBlunen  blush  for  the  rejec- 
tion of  BDch  a  measure  as  this.  Con- 
sidertDg  the  way  in  which  the  Bill  was 
reoeived  last  Session,  he  certainly  was 
■nrprised  at  its  rejection  on  the  present 
occasion.  As  regarded  the  remarks 
made  upon  that  side  of  the  House,  be 

aht  say  that  the  Bill  was  three  months 
ire  the  House  last  Session,  and  was  in 
no  way  intended  to  further  the  interests 
of  any  political  party  in  Ireland.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tuy  bad  any  objection  to  the  measure, 
he  ought  to  have  made  it  last  year.  In 
his  opinion,  the  rejection  of  tho  measure 
would  be  received  in  Ireland  as  a  token 
of  a  oorenant  of  the  Government  with 
the  few  Orange  Bepreeeatatives  in  the 
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House.    They  had  been  labouring  for 

years  to  try  and  bring  about  a  better 
state  of  feming  in  Ireland;  but  it  was 
perfectly  evident  that  their  efforts  were 
futile,  for  the  Orange  BepreaentatiTes 
were  still  masters  of  the  country.  The 
feelings  of  the  majority  of  the  Irish 
Members  were  entirely  disregarded,  and 
three  or  four  Orangemen,  by  obtaining 
the  ear  of  the  Government,  were  mas- 
ters of  the  situation.  He  thought  it  his 
duty  to  press  the  measure  before  the 
House ;  and  he  should  also  feel  it  his 
duty  to  enter  his  protest  against  the 
Vote  for  the  English  Volunteers  when 
the  Estimates  came  before  the  House 
upon  Boport.  He  did  not  wish  to  make 
any  objection  to  the  English  Volunteers, 
for  he  considered  the  Force  a  great 
credit  to  the  country ;  but  be  considered 
that  he  was  bound  to  object  to  them  so 
long  as  the  spirit  of  fair  play,  of  which 
Englishmen  were  so  fond  of  boasting, 
was  not  extended  to  Ireland.  It  woiild, 
therefore,  become  his  bounden  duty  to 
object  to  the  English  Volunteer  Force, 
and  he  should  persist  in  that  objection 
until  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill  was 
passed.     Every  Englishmau  should  be 

Eroud  of  his  country's  Volunteers  ;  but 
e  did  not  think  it  was  right  to  deny  to 
Ireland  the  same  right  as  that  enjoyed 
by  the  Sister  Country.  He  regretted 
very  much  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  had  refused  to 
allow  the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
Question  put. 

The    House    divided :  —  Ayes     12; 
Noes  81  :    Majority  69.  —  (Div.    List, 


No.  i 


'■) 


Words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 
Second  Beading  put  offior  six  months. 

MOTIONS. 


BOOAB  INDUSTRIES. 
OrdiFid,  That  the  Select  Committeo  bo  m- 
Bpptiintr-d  to  iuquiro  into  the  eSecU  produced 
upon  tho  Homo  und  Colonial  Sugar  Industriei 
of  this  Country  by  tho  sj-etcniB  of  taxation, 
drawbacks,  and  bountiee  on  tho  oiportation  of 
Sucnrnew  in  force  in  various  Foroii^  Countrioa, 
and  to  nport  what  atpps,  it  Boy,  it  ia  dcairabta 
to  take  in  orJer  to  obtain  rcdrcsa  lot  any  ovil« 
that  may  bo  found  to  ciist :— That  thoCommit- 
teo  do  consist  of  SoTtntopn  Mombera:— Mr. 
BouHKE,  Ur.  Alkxakueu  Bhown,  Mr.  Siiii>- 
wiN  Llovii,  Hi.  IIbll,   Ur.   Tuoiuihili.,  Mr. 
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J^MEs  Stbw ABT,  Mr.  Jambs  Cobbt,  Mr.  No&- 
WOOD,  Mr.  Balpoub,  Mr.  Collinb,  Lord 
Fredb&ick  Catendish,  Sir  Jambs  M*Garel- 
Hooo,  Mr.  Orr  Ewino,  Mr.  Morley,  Mr. 
Onslow,  Mr.  Courtney,  and  Mr.  Ritchie: — 
Power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records ; 
Five  to  be  the  quorum. 

Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken 
before  the  Select  Committee  on  Sugar  Industries 
of  the  Session  1878-9  be  referred  to  the  Select 
Cominittee  on  Sugar  Industries. — {Mr,  Ritchie.) 

FBAUDULENT    DEBTORS     (SCOTLAND)    BILL, 

On  Motion  of  The  Lord  Advocate,  Bill  to 
provide  for  the  better  punishment  of  Fraudulent 
Debtors  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  The  Lord  Advocate  and  Mr.  Secretary 
Cross. 

'Bii}lpre8entedt  and  read  the  first  tiBae.  [Bill  94.] 

BOAD  DEBTS  ON  ENTAILED  ESTATES   (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Colonel  Drummond  Moray, 
Bill  to  amend  the  Law  in  regard  to  charging 
Road  Debts  on  Entailed  Estates  in  Scotland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Colonel  Drummond 
Moray  and  Sir  William  Edmonstonb. 

'BiyipreMenied,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  95.] 

EFFING  F0BE8T  BILL. 

Order  for  referring  Bill  to  Examiners  read, 
and  discharged: — Bui  withdraum: — and  leave 
g^ven  to  bring  in  another  Bill  instead  thereof. 

EFFING  F0KE8T  (nO.   2)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Hbnry  Selwin-Ibbbtson, 
Bill  to  continue  for  a  limited  period  the  powers 
of  the  Arbitrator  under*  "  The  Epping  Forest 
Act,  1878,"  and  to  provide  for  the  record  of  the 
result  of  the  Arbitration,  and  for  the  exchange 
of  lands  in  Epping  Forest,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  ^nry  Selwin-Ibbbtson  and  Mr. 
Gerard  Noel. 

Biilpreeentedf  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  96.] 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
after  One  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF     LOEDS, 
Tuesday y  2nd  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.]— Public  Bills— Ji>»^  Reading— 
Prayer  Book  Amendment  •  (24) ;  Local  Go- 
vernment (Ireland)  Provisional  Orders  (Ban- 
bridge,  &c.)  •  (26). 

CRIMINAL  LAW  —  EXECUTIONS  IN 
GAOLS— EXECUTION  OF  WILLIAM 
CASSIDY.— OBSERVATIONS. 

Lord  HOUGHTON,  who  had  on  tho 
Paper  a  Notice  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  presentment  of  the 
jury  empanelled  to  sit  on  the  body  of 


William  Oassidj,  executed  in  Cheetham 
Prison,  with  respect  to  the  admisriofii 
of  reporters,  said,  that  a  week  aso  he 
moved  for  a  document  on  this  sumect, 
which  up  to  the  present  time  had  not 
been  presented  to  tne  House.  He  ahould 
like  to  hear  from  the  noble  £arl  who  re- 
presented the  Home  Office  some  expla- 
nation as  to  why  the  document  had  not 
been  laid  upon  the  Table. 

Eabl  BEA.TJCHAMP  explained  Uiat 
he  had  no  communication  on  this  subject 
with  the  noble  Lord,  who,  a  week  be- 
fore, moved  for  the  document  in  quettio& 
without  consulting  him  personallj.  He 
had,  however,  inquired  at  the  Home 
Office,  and  ascertained  that  there  was 
no  objection  to  its  production.  An  order 
was  made  accoroinRly.  He  was  not 
aware  that  it  would  be  neceaaaiy  for  the 
document  to  be  circulated  amongat  their 
Lordships  before  the  noble  Lord  called 
attention  to  this  subject.  It  was  no  fault 
of  his  own  that  the  Papers  had  not  been 
laid  upon  the  Table  before. 

Ths  Earl  of  KIMBEBLEY  re- 
marked that  the  fault  rested  at  tiie 
Home  Office,  and  not  upon  the  noUe 
Earl. 

Lord  HOUGHTON  gave  Notice  that 
he  would  call  attention  to  the  subject 
this  day  week. 

HIGHWAY  BOARD  ACCOUNTS. 

MOTION  FOR  A  RETURIT. 

The  Duke  of  BEDFOBD  moved  for  a 

**  Return  of  the  General  Order  of  Aocounfti 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  high- 
way  boards,  under  the  '  Highwaya  and  Lmo* 
motivea  (Amendment)  Act,  1878 ' :  Biinilar 
Return  in  respect  of  the  accounts  of  the  iur* 
veyors  of  highway  pariahea." 

The  Duke  of  EIOHMOND  Ann 
GOEDON  had  no  objection  to  the  Mo- 
tion, and  thought  it  would  be  satisfiactoiy 
to  their  Lordships  to  be  put  in  possearioB 
of  the  information  which  the  noble  Duke 
had  applied  for. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

THE  COMMISSION  ON  AGRICULTURAL 

DISTRESS. 

question,    obseeyations. 


Lord  WAVENEY  rose  to  enquire^ 
When  it  may  be  expected  that  the  report 
of  the  Commission  last  appointed  to  con- 
sidor  the  question  of  agricultural  diatreea 
will  be  presented  ?  The  noble  Lord  ob« 
served,  that  the  subject  was  of  immenae 
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importance ;  but,  still,  be  did  not  desire 
to  bring  it  forward  in  detail.  Their 
Lordships  would  remember  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  serious  damage  done  to 
the  agricultural  interest  in  the  early  pe- 
riod  of  last  year  a  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed with  very  extensiye  powers.  It 
was  divided  into  Departments,  and  its 
researches  were  extended  not  only  over 
Great  Britain,  but  to  the  United  States, 
where  a  deputation,  or  sub-Commission, 
was  sent.  He  asked,  would  it  not  be 
well  that  the  results  of  those  investiga- 
tions should  be  at  once  published  ?  Suc- 
cessive seasons  had  depressed  the  agri- 
cultural interest,  and  especially  the 
scientific   branch  of   agriculture,   to  a 

Eoint  which,  he  believed,  was  lower  than 
ad  been  reached  before.  The  appoint- 
ment of  the  Hoyal  Commission  was, 
therefore,  a  timely  and  wise  step.  Pro- 
ductions brought  to  the  market  were  of 
an  inferior  quality,  with  regard  to 
cereals,  cattle,  and  sheep,  which  formed 
a  large  proportion  of  the  remunerative 
results  of  agricultural  labour.  These 
evils  had  pressed  with  aggravating  force 
on  the  most  scientifically  managed  and 
best  cultivated  districts.  In  the  East  of 
England,  which  yielded  to  none  in  what 
was  necessary  for  the  production  of  food, 
the  crops  had  been  oi  an  inferior  qua- 
lity, wneat  being  so  bad  that  miUers 
were  obliged  to  purchase  foreign  com 
to  mix  for  grinding.  The  well-being  of 
the  labouring  classes  was  largely  in- 
volved in  this  question,  the  pressing  im- 
portance of  which  led  him  to  urge  the 
Government  to  publish  the  Heport  of 
the  Commission  as  early  as  possible.  He 
was  quite  aware  that  whatever  distress 
occurred  the  landlords  would  willingly 
bear  their  share,  and  would  do  all  that 
they  could  to  lessen  the  burden  on  the 
tenantry. 

Thb  Duke  op  EICHMOND  A^^) 
GORDON :  Mv  Lords,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  necessary  that  I  should  follow  the 
noble  Lord  through  all  the  observations 
he  has  made ;  but  with  some  of  them  I 
cannot  as^ree.  I  am  not  disposed  to 
ag^ree  with  the  gloomy  view  of  agricul- 
tnral  prospects  he  has  taken,  and  with 
the  very  ^oomy  view  which  ho  seems 
disposed  to  take  of  the  ^rice  of  cattle 
ana  sheep  at  the  present  time.  I  think 
the  price  of  mutton  is  going  up.  The 
price  of  wool  is  very  much  higher  than 
it  was  some  time  ago ;  but  on  these  small 
details  I  am  not  called  upon  now  to 

VOL.  OCLL        [thibd  ssbibs.] 


touch.     Nor  am  I  concerned  to  discuss 
the  powers  of  limited  owners ;  because 
the  noble  Lord  will  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity, on  a  future  occasion,  of  discuss- 
ing the  question  when  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack  moves 
the  second  reading  of  his  Bill  on  that 
subject  than  he  has  at  present.     The 
noble  Lord  speaks  of  the  Commission 
over  which  I  have  the  honour  of  pre- 
siding as  proceeding  in  Departments; 
but  in  this  the  noble  Lord  is  in  error. 
It  is  a  Hoyal  Commission,  issued  by  the 
favour  of  Her  Majesty,  and  the  topics 
which  it  has  to  inquire  into  are  very  va- 
rious.    Its  inquiry  is  to  be  a  very  gene- 
ral one  ;  it  is  to  be  accurate ;  and  it  is 
to  be  very  searching,  I  have  no  doubt. 
This  inquiry  is  to  be  held  by  the  Hoyal 
Commission  itself,  and  is  not  divided 
into  Departments.     In  order  to  procure 
the  information  which  it  was  not  possible 
for  themselves  to  personally  obtain,  they 
sent  out  gentlemen  to  different  parts  of 
the  country.     Two  Assistant  Commis- 
sioners were  sent  to  America  to  procure 
information  on  the  spot,  and  they  have 
now  come  back,  but  have  not  completed 
their  Heport,  as  they  have  not  got  all 
the  information  from  America  which  they 
desired.     They  are  applying  for  some 
further  details  on  matters  on  which  they 
wish  to    be    informed.     The  Assistant 
Commissioners  at  home  have  prepared 
and  sent  in  their  Heports ;  but  they  are 
by  no  means  exhaustive  of  the  subject. 
In  addition  to  the  evidence  obtained  by 
these  gentlemen,  the  Commission  itself 
must  take   evidence,    not  only  in  this 
country,  but  also  in  Ireland,   to  satisfy 
themselves,  from  personal  examination 
of  witnesses,  on  various  points  which 
require  to  be  cleared  up  before  any  opi- 
nion can  be  arrived  at.  The  Commission 
have  not  examined   anything  like  the 
number  of  witnesses  which  will  be  re- 
quired before  completing  their  Heport ; 
and  this  being  so,  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  inform  the  noble  Lord  when  its  Heport 
will  be  laid  on  the  Table. 

PRAYER  BOOK  AMENDMENT  BILL  [h.L.] 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
— Was  presented  by  The  Lord  Eburt  ;  read  1». 

(No.  24.) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (iBELAND)  PROVI- 
SIONAL ORDERS  (BANBRIDGE,  &C.) 
BILL   [h.L.] 

A  Bill  to  confirm  certain  Provisional  Orders 
of  the  Local  Qovemment  Board  for  Ireland  re* 
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lating  to  the  towns  of  Banbridgc,  Monaghan, 
Thurles,  and  Trim ;  and  to  waterworks  in  the 
town  of  Kinsale ;  and  to  the  Skule  Bog  United 
District — ^Was  presented  by  The  Lord  P&esi- 
dbnt;  read  1*.     (No.  26.) 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 

Six  o'clock,  to  Thursday  next, 

half  past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  2nd  March,  1880. 


MINTJTES.] — Supply — considered  in  Committee 
— Iteaolutiona  [March  1]  reported, 

Pritatb  Bill  {by  Order) — Second  Reading — 
Bristol  Corporation. 

Public  Bills — Ordered — First  Reading — Metro- 
)lis  Waterworks  Purchase  [97] ;  Valuation 
letropolis)  Act  (1869)  Amendment  •  [98] ; 
it  India  Loan  (East  Indian  Hailway  De- 
bentures) •  [99]. 

Second  Reading  —  Metropolis  ImproTement 
Schemes  Modification  ProTisional  Orders* 
[77]. 

Seltct  Committee — Leases  *  [301,  nominated. 

Committee  —  Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland) 
[34]— R.P. 

PRIVATE    BUSINESS. 


BRISTOL  CORPORATION  BILL  {by  Order). 
SECOND   BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time."— (ifr.  Fry.) 

Mr.  wait  said,  he  rose  to  move  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  upon  that 
day  six  months.  In  making  that  Motion 
he  must  say  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Corporation  of  Bristol,  and  he  could 
speak  urom  his  own  knowledge  of  the 
Corporation,  and  of  the  city  and  its  in- 
terest. He  opposed  the  j^resent  mea- 
sure because  he  regarded  it,  instead  of 
being  a  progressiye  measure,  as  one  of 
a  thoroughly  re-actionary  character.  It 
proposed  to  deal  with  a  question  which 
he  had  no  doubt  was  a  real  and  genuine 
g^eyance— namely  the  re-  arrangement  of 
the  wards  of  the  City  of  Bristol.  He 
was  very  far  from  saying  that  a  re-ar- 
rangement of  those  wards  was  not  neces- 
sary. The  present  arrangement  was 
very  far  from  satisfactory,  and,  in  fact, 
a  re- arrangement  was  absolutely  neces- 


sary. What  he  objected  to  in  the  pre- 
sent Bill  was  that  it  was  altogether  in- 
complete in  its  character.  There  were 
very  large  suburbs  of  Bristol  which 
ought  to  be  included  in  any  re-arrange- 
ment of  the  city  boundaries ;  but  die 
Town  Council,  in  this  Bill,  had  made  no 
attempt  whatever  to  include  those  out- 
lying districts  within  the  city.  He  need 
hardly  say  that  when  these  outlying  dis- 
tricts were  included  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  city  a  re-arrangement  of 
the  wards  would  at  once  become  a  very 
easy  matter.  What  he  contended  wu 
that  before  any  re-arrang^ement  itxk 
place  these  outlying  districts  Bhould^  in 
the  first  instance,  be  contained  widiin 
the  city.  The  Town  Oouncil  could  then 
proceed  with  a  re-arrangement  of  the 
wards.  If  it  were  impossible^  or  even 
undesirable,  to  indudie  these  outlying 
districts,  then,  instead  of  opposing  the 
Bill,  he  should  be  very  glad  to  co-ope- 
rate in  supporting  it ;  but,  so  far  from 
being  undesirable  and  unneoessaiy,  the 
Boundary  Commissioners,  who  were  ap- 
pointed imder  the  Bepreaentation  of 
the  People  Act,  1867,  reconmnended,  in 
their  Heport  made  in  1868,  that  thedly 
should  be  extended  so  as  to  indude  Uie 
parish  of  St.  George  and  the  district  of 
Bishopston,  part  of  Horfield  in  Olouces- 
tershire,  ana  a  further  part  of  Bedmin- 
ster  in  Somersetshire ;  but  it  fledled  to  xmm 
through  Parliament,  and  the  Boonatiy 
Actof  1858— 31  &  32  Via.  c  46— was 
passed,  Bristol  being  omitted.  ThezatesdT 
the  district  in  1 868  amounted  to  £47,8779 
and  the  population  to  18,663.  The  ztA- 
ing  in  1880  had  increased  to  £95,397, 
and  the  population  to  35,665 ;  in  ftc(» 
both  the  ratinp^  and  the  population  had 
doubled  withm  that  period,  and  the 
weight  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Commissioners  had  in  so  far  incTMsed. 
The  population  of  these  suburbs  was 
urban  m  every  respect — ^urban  in  their 
employments,  in  their  expenditure,  and 
in  their  dangers.  They  had  Looil 
Boards  of  their  own,  and  Uiey  poaseased 
every  advantage  that  could  contribute 
tows[rds  the  constitution  of  a  great  city. 
There  was  another  great  and  important 
reason  why  he  desired  that  the  boundazj 
of  the  city  should  be  extended  ana 
the  recommendations  of  the  Oommii- 
sioners  adopted.  It  was,  he  thoughli 
very  important  ii^deed,  in  a  sanitair 
point  of  view,  that  the  City  of  Bristol 
should  have  jurisdiction  over  its  own 
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suburbs.  The  City  of  Bristol  had  gone 
to  g^eat  expense  in  regard  to  matters  of 
health  and  improving  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  town ;  and  it  was  in  the 
power  of  one  of  the  suburbs  to  be  a 
serious  source  of  evil  and  mischief  and 
contagion  to  that  great  city.  It  seemed 
only  reasonable  that  the  city,  therefore, 
ahould  have  control  over  the  whole  of 
the  urban  community.  It  was  perfectly 
true  that  there  was  some  opposition  on  the 
part  of  the  inhabitants  which  he  pro- 
posed to  include  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  city.  A  portion  of  them  naturally 
wished  to  enjoy  the  advantages  which 
were  inseparable  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  a  great  centre  of  industry,  and 
they  had  an  equally  and  corresponding 
dislike  to  contribute  to  the  burden  of 
that  city.  Some  of  them,  again,  were 
actuated  by  political  motives,  for  he  be- 
lieyed  that  they  were  nearly  all  of  one 
political  complexion  in  these  suburbs; 
but  the  objections  were  by  no  means 
universal.  There  were  a  large  number 
of  persons  who  felt  that  their  interest 
and  prosperity  would  be  increased  if 
they  were  uliited  to  the  City  of  Bristol. 
It  was  perfectly  true  that  the  scheme 
had  been  almost  unanimously,  or  even 
largely,  approved  by  the  Town  Council, 
and  he  must  have  been  one  of  those  who 
approved  of  it;  but  he  was  willing  to 
admit,  and  he  did  admit  in  this  matter, 
that  he,  with  a  great  many  others,  had 
ohaneed  his  mind,  and  he  would  rather 
see  the  Bill  thrown  out,  so  that  a  com- 
plete measure  might  be  introduced,  and 
a  matter  that  had  long  been  unsettled 
miffht  receive  a  final  settlement.  He 
beneved  that  a  Memorial,  which  had 
been  Terr  extensively  and  widely  and 
inflnentiaily  signed,  had  been  presented 
to  the  Local  Qovemment  Board,  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  below  (Mr. 
Sdater-Booth)  presided  over.  Whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  anything 
to  Bay  on  the  subject  he  did  not  know  ; 
but  tne  Memorial  which  had  been  pre- 
sented to  him  expressed  the  sentiments  of 
those  who  had  signed  the  document,  and 
of  a  great  number  who  had  not  signed 
it.  His  contention  was  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Commissioners  gave  that 
greatly  increased  weight,  from  the  i  ncrease 
of  weuth  and  population  which  had  taken 
place  in  Bristol  since  it  was  first  made. 
He  did  not  think  it  would  be  denied 
by  the  Town  Council  that  this  Bill  would 
hmder  the  development  of  the  city ;  and 


on  that  ground  he  thought  it  ought  to 
be  referred  back  to  them  for  amend- 
ment, and  a  new  Bill,  embracing  the 
Eoints  to  which  he  had  referred,  should 
e  introduced.  In  that  case,  they  would 
have  a  measure  which  would  give  satis- 
faction, he  believed,  to  the  whole  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  which  would  insure 
that  any  improvements  hitherto  inde- 
finitely deferred  would  be  undertaken 
for  increasing  the  prosperity  of  the  city. 
He  begged  to  move  that  the  Bill  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  that  day  six  months. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leaye  out 
the  word  *'now,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  ''upon  this 
day  six  months." — {Mr,  Wait,) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  word 
'  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mb.  fey  said,  he  should  ask  permission 
to  detain  the  House  but  a  few  moments, 
while  he  endeavoured  to  state  as  shortly 
as  possible  the  reasons  which  induced  him 
to  hope  that  the  House  would  not  accede 
to  the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Gloucester  (Mr.  Wait). 
His  hon.  Friend  had  informed  the  House 
that  the  object  of  this  Bill  was  to  arrange 
the  municipal  wards  of  the  City  of 
Bristol.  It  was  admitted  by  all  those 
who  had  considered  the  subject  that  the 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  remove  and 
correct  certain  glaring  in  equalities  which 
had  previously  existed.  The  division 
into  wards  of  the  City  of  Bristol  had 
been  made,  as  in  other  places,  by  the 
Commissioners  under  the  Municipal  Cor- 
porations Act ;  but  it  had  never  been 
looked  upon  in  the  City  of  Bristol  as 
satisfactory,  and  it  had  never  been  con- 
firmed under  the  provisions  of  that  Act 
of  Parliament  by  the  Sovereign  in 
Council.  But,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  that  Act,  the  arrangement  re- 
mained in  force  until  steps  were  taken 
to  set  it  aside.  The  House  would  see 
that  in  a  large  city  like  Bristol  great 
changes  must  have  taken  place  during 
the  45  years  which  had  elapsed  since 
that  Bill  was  passed.  He  would  not 
trouble  the  House  with  many  observa- 
tions on  that  point,  because  the  condition 
of  things  in  Bristol,  as  regarded  muni- 
cipal representation,  was  admitted  to  be 
at  present  far  from  satisfactory,  and  the 
object  of  the  present  Bill  was  to  remedy 
a  real  and  substantial  grievance,  and 
not  a  sentimental  one.  He  would  give 
the  House  one  instance  of  the  existing 
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inequalities.  At  present,  there  was  one 
ward  which  had  a  rateable  value  of 
£51,000,  and  contained  1,044  burgesses. 
That  ward  was  entitled,  under  the  pre- 
sent arrangement,  to  six  members.  jBut 
there  was  another  vastly  larger  ward, 
with  a  rateable  value  of  £126,000,  and 
containing  6, 1 92  burgesses,  as  compared 
with  1,000  in  the  small  ward,  yet  it  only 
returned  three  Town  Councillors.  On  this 
part  of  the  subject,  he  would  only  trouble 
the  House  by  quoting  a  letter  addressed 
by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Gloucester  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  present 
condition  of  municipal  power  in  Bristol 
in  these  words — 

**I  believe  a  re-distribution  of  wards  in  the 
City  of  Bristol  is  a  measure  much  needed,  the 
present  inconsistencies  being  quite  indefen- 
Bible." 

He  could  give  many  other  instances  of 
inequality  and  injustice  in  the  present 
system ;  but  he  thought  he  haa  made 
out  to  the  House  that  this  Bill  was  in- 
tended to  remedy  a  substantial  and  a 
great  grievance.  He  would  only  detain 
the  House  very  shortly  with  the  history 
of  the  proceedings  which  led  to  the  Bill. 
The  question  had  been  under  considera- 
tion in  Bristol  by  the  Town  Council  and 
the  inhabitants  at  large  for  more  than 
five  years ;  and,  inasmuch  as  every  Town 
Councillor  in  Bristol  had  been  elected 
since  the  question  had  been  before  the 
ratepayers,  he  thought  the  House 
might  fairly  accept  what  he  should  show 
to  be  the  unanimous  resolution  of  the 
Town  Council  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  as 
showing  that  the  inhabitants  of  Bristol 
were  also  almost  unanimous  in  its 
favour.  In  1875,  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Town  Council,  and  m 
their  Beport  they  recommended  that  a 
re-adjustment  of  the  wards  should  take 
place.  In  1878,  another  Committee  was 
appointed  to  suggest  a  plan,  and  they 
reported  in  favour  of  the  scheme  em- 
bodied in  the  Bill  now  before  the 
House.  In  1879,  a  resolution  was 
passed  to  promote  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House.  It  was  carried  by  the  Town 
Council  on  the  29th  of  April  by  a 
majority  of  41  to  6,  showing  an  over- 
whelming preponderance  of  opinion  in 
the  Town  Council  itself  in  favour  of  the 
measure;  and  not  only  so,  but  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Borough  Funds 
Act  a  public  meeting  of  the  i^abitants, 
owners,  end  occupiers  had  to  be  held. 

Mr.  Fry 


That  meeting  was  held  in  May  last,  and 
no  poll  was  demanded ;  but  &e  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  meeting  might  be 
said  to  have  been  arrived  at  unanimonalj 
in  favour  of  the  measure.     Ag^ain,  no 
longer  ago  than  the  28th  of  January 
last,  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  wai 
laid  before    the  Municipal   Council  of 
Bristol,  and  was  then  unanimously  ap- 
proved.    Therefore,  he  thought  it  woobi 
be  impossible  to  make  out  a  strong^ 
case,  showing  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Bristol,  as  represented  by  the  Municipsl 
Council,  were  in  favour  of  the  measuis 
now  before  the  House.     He  need  not 
inform  the  House  how  difficult  a  matter 
it  was  to  come  to  an  agreement  between 
political  Parties  in  a  large  town  like 
Bristol  in  a  matter  of  that  kind.    The 
discussion  had  extended  fully  and  fairiy 
over  the  last  four  or  five  years ;  and  al- 
though it  had  been  attended  by  some 
difficulty,  after  a  full  discussion  what 
was,  in  fact,  a  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  two  political  Parties  had  been  ar- 
rived at.    He  ventured  to  assert  that 
there  was  no  evidence  whatever  of  any 
substantial  opposition  to  the  BilL    It 
was  true  that  there  had  been  a  Memorial 
to  the  Local  Government  Board.    He 
had  not  seen  the  document ;  but  it  wu 
signed,  he  understood,  by  about  90  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  he  presumed  his  lum. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Gloucester  wu 
one.     But  the  city  of  Bristol  oontained 
200,000  inhabitants,  and  some   24,000 
burgesses ;  and,   therefore,  he   did  not 
think  the  House  would   attach   much 
weight  to  a  Memorial  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  from  the  small  number 
of  90  inhabitants.     He  had  no   doubt 
that  they  were  respectable  and  influen- 
tial persons,  but  they  formed  a  very  small 
minority ;  and  he  would  ask  why  they 
did  not  come  forward  and  petition  the 
House  in  the  usual  way  ?  Why,  instead 
of  presenting  a  Petition  to  that  House, 
did  they  merely  memorialize  the  Local 
Government  Board  upon   the  sulnectf 
Seeing  that  there  was  a  meeting  of  the 
ratepayers  held  as  lately  as  last  year, 
he  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  these  gen- 
tlemen, entertaining  such  views,  to  have 
attended  on  that  occasion  in  order  to 
express   their  opinions  and    make  aa 
appeal  to  the  inhabitants  in  order  to  as- 
certain whether  any  considerable  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  of  Bristol  would  sup- 
port the   views   they  entertained*    So 
far  as  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  ftr 
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Gloucester  was  concerned,  it  was  well 
known  by  all  who  had  the  plea- 
sure of  his  acquaintance  that  he  was  a 
prominent  and  popular  citizen  of  Bristol. 
As  he  himself  had  informed  the  House, 
he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Town 
Council  during  the  whole  period  that 
this  question  had  been  agitated ;  and  he 
must  ask  his  hon.  Friend  why  he  did  not 
oppose  the  Bill  as  lately  as  last  January 
—six  weeks  ago— when  the  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Town  Council  was  given  in 
its  favour  ?  The  hon.  Gentleman  inti- 
mated that  he  had  changed  his  mind. 
He  had  a  perfect  right  to  do  so.  Probably 
the  man  who  never  changed  his  mind  was 
far  from  a  wise  man.  But  he  would  suggest 
to  his  hon.  Friend  that  if  he  had  changed 
his  mind  before  January  last,  it  was  his 
duty  to  have  made  a  representation  of 
the  fact  at  that  time,  and  to  have 
brought  forward  the  views  which  he 
entertained  against  this  proposition. 
Last  year  the  very  question  now  before 
the  House  was  mooted  in  the  Council, 
and  a  proposal  was  made  to  postpone 
any  action  upon  the  Bill  until  the  ques- 
tion of  the  enlargement  of  the  boundaries 
had  been  considered.  It  was  negatived 
by  a  large  majority ;  and  in  the  majority 
on  that  occasion  he  found  the  name  of  his 
hon.  Friend.  He  would  now  ask  per- 
mission of  the  House  to  say  a  word  or 
two  as  to  the  grounds  of  the  opposition 
which  had  been  raised  against  the  Bill. 
Bo  far  as  he  understood  it,  their  oppo- 
nents did  not  object  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Bill.  They  admitted  that,  in  justice 
to  the  City  of  Bristol,  the  wards  ought 
to  be  re-arranged  ;  but  they  alleged  that 
the  municipal  boundaries  of  the  city 
ought  to  be  extended  at  the  same  time. 
Now,  he  would  remark  that  the  question 
of  Parliamentary  boundaries  was  a  ques- 
tion for  the  House  itself  to  decide ;  but 
the  question  involved  in  the  present  dis- 
cussion was  a  question  of  municipal 
boundaries,  and  only  related  to  local 
affairs — such  as  sanitary  affairs,  and  local 
taxation.  These  things  were  most  strictly 
within  the  province  of  a  local  municipal 
body  like  the  Town  Council  of  Bristol ; 
and  he  would  submit  that  the  House 
must  attach  great  weight  to  the  opinion 
of  the  Town  Council  of  Bristol  upon  a 
xnatter  of  that  kind.  It  was  true  that 
the  Boundary  Commissioners,  in  1868, 

froposed  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of 
(ristol  in  the  way  stated  by  his  hon. 
Friend.  But  the  Beport  of  the  Boundary 
Cosuniauon  was  received  with  great  dis- 


satisfaction ;  and  when  the  Boundary 
Bill  was  introduced  in  the  following  year 
to  give  effect  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Commissioners  Bristol  was  omitted 
from  that  Bill.  He  had  the  authority  of 
the  Town  Clerk  of  Bristol,  who  had  been 
the  legal  adviser  of  the  Corporation  of 
Bristol  for  40  years,  for  saying  that  the 
circumstances  had  greatly  changed  since 
1868 ;  and  populations  had  grown  up  in 
other  parts  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Bris- 
tol than  those  which  were  considered  by 
the  Boundary  Commissioners :  and  that, 
if  the  boundaries  of  the  city  were  to  be 
extended,  the  changes  proposed  by  the 
Boundary  Commissioners  were  not  those 
which  would  apply  now.  But  what  he 
would  put  to  the  House  was  this — that 
there  was  an  entire  absence  of  opinion  on 
the  part  of  Bristol  in  favour  of  an  exten- 
sion of  the  boundaries  of  the  city.  He 
might  even  put  the  case  higher,  and  say 
that  there  was  a  strong  feeling  of  oppo- 
sition in  Bristol  to  such  an  extension. 
Last  year  a  resolution  was  proposed  in 
the  Council  that  the  consideration  of  the 
Bill  should  be  deferred  until  the  ques- 
tion of  extending  the  municipal  boun- 
daries had  been  considered,  and  that 
proposition  was  negatived  by  46  votes  to 
6.  Therefore,  he  was  justified  in  the 
assertion  that  there  was  a  strong  feeling 
on  the  part  of  Bristol  against  the  exten- 
sion of  the  boundaries.  Then,  again, 
what  was  the  feeling  of  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts themselves  ?  If  the  feeling  against 
this  proposal  was  strong  in  Bristol  itself 
it  was  very  strong  in  the  outlying  dis- 
tricts. The  principal  districts  sought  to 
be  included  were  the  parishes  of  St. 
George,  and  the  district  of  Bishopston, 
in  Horfield,  and  they  had  both  petitioned 
the  House  against  the  suggested  change ; 
and  not  only  so,  but  the  local  sanitary 
authorities  had  passed  resolutions  and 
presented  Petitions  to  the  House  against 
any  such  measure  being  adopted.  Both 
St.  George's  and  Horfield  had  formed  their 
own  Local  Boards,  and  were  able  to  deal 
with  all  sanitary  questions  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  paying  by  means  of  their  own 
rates  for  their  own  sanitary  arrange- 
ments. They  provided  their  own  water, 
their  own  gas,  and  the  rest  of  it ;  and  he 
would  appeal  to  the  House  that,  such 
being  the  case,  there  was  no  precedent 
I  for  including  in  a  borough  districts  of 
'.  that  kind,  which  had  their  own  local 
I  authorities,  against  their  will.  This  was 
1  not  a  case  in  which  a  large  city  or 
I  borough  cume  to  the  House  and  asked 
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that  surrounding  districts  should  be  in- 
cluded. But  he  had  shown  the  House 
that  the  city  of  Bristol  was  opposed  to 
such  a  change,  and  that  the  feeling 
of  the  surrounding  districts  was  strongly, 
and  he  might  say  almost  unanimously,  op- 
posed to  it.  He  would  submit  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  it  would  be  unjust 
to  compel  a  union  between  districts  when 
neither  of  the  parties  desired  it.  His 
hon.  Friend  had  intimated  that  he  would 
be  prepared  to  modify  his  suggestion ; 
but  the  House,  he  thought,  would  agree 
with  him  that  the  question  for  considera- 
tion now  was  the  passing  of  the  Bill, 
or  the  rejection  of  it  altogether. 

Mr.  wait  said,  that  he  suggested 
that  the  progress  of  the  Bill  should  be 
deferred  and  the  clauses  amended. 

Mb.  fry  considered  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  pass  another  Bill  this  year  ; 
and  if  his  hon.  Friend  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining what  he  asked  no  legislation 
could  take  place  upon  the  subject  this 
Session.  He  would  not  detain  the  House 
further.  He  thought  he  had  shown  the 
House  fairly  that  the  feeling  in  Bristol, 
and  in  the  surrounding  districts,  was 
strongly  in  favour  of  this  Bill ;  and  he 
would  only  add  a  hope  that  in  the  in- 
terests of  peace  and  good  faith  in  the 
Oity  of  Bristol,  and  of  those  municipal 
institutions  the  authority  and  influence 
of  which  the  House  had  always  been 
anxious  to  maintain,  the  Bill  would  be 
read  a  second  time. 

SiE  EDWARD  WATKIN  said,  that 
on  other  occasions  he  had  objected  to 
the  principle  which  the  House  was  asked 
to  adopt  in  the  present  instance.  Per- 
sons who  had  been  allowed  to  present 
Petitions  to  the  House  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  Private  Bills  had,  it  seemed  to 
him,  something  more  than  a  private 
grievance — something  amounting,  to  a 
large  extent,  to  a  Constitutional  griev- 
ance, when  it  was  proposed  that  the 
measure  which  they  had  been  induced 
to  introduce  should  be  rejected  on  the 
second  reading.  It  was  the  Constitu- 
tional right  of  the  subject  to  petition 
that  House.  Private  Bills  were  intro- 
duced on  petition ;  and  a  Bill  could  not 
be  read  a  first  time  except  by  the  House 
granting  the  prayer  of  a  Petition 
demanding  the  introduction  of  such 
Bill.  For  the  convenience  of  themselves, 
the  House  referred  that  Bill  to  a  Pri- 
vate Committee  which,  practically,  con- 
sisted of  themselves  ;  ana  having  allowed 
the  Bill  to  be  so  introduced,  and  thus  I 
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having  givei;,  the  promoters  their  sanc- 
tion to  what  they  were  doing,  then  thej 
turned  round  and  said — '^  xoushaUnot 
have  a  hearing."  The  hon.  Member  for 
Gloucester  was  opposing^  a   Bill  which 
interested  the  City   of  Bristol ;  but  if 
what  the  hon.  Member  who  spoke  last 
said  was  correct,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Gloucester  was  himself  a  member  of  the 
Bristol  Corporation,  and  in  that  capadtj 
had  already  given  his  sanction  to  the 
Bill.     Surely  that  was  a  yerj  odd  oourae 
of  proceeding.      If  that  were  so,  then, 
certainly,  his  opposition,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  was  out  of  place  and  inconsistent.  The 
question  which  he  (Sir  Edward  Watkio) 
wished  to  submit  to  the  House  was,  were 
they  to  go  on  with  this  praotice  of  practi- 
cally seducing  people  to  apply  for  BiDs 
to  be  introduced  into  the  House,  and 
then  turning  round,  and  saying — '<  We 
refuse  to  hear  your  ease."     He  thought 
it  would  be  well  for  the  House  to  take  a 
decided  line  upon  this  question,   and  he 
would  ask  for  the  opinion  of  the  Chair- 
man of  Committees  upon  it,  though  he 
had  never  yet  heard  that  hon.  Gentfeman 
take  the  line  which  he  ventured  to  sug- 
gest— namely,  that  there  was  something 
of  a  Constitutional  question  at  the  bot- 
tom of  these  refusals  of  the  justice  of 
a  hearing  to  Petitioners  to  that  House. 
He  thought  it  would   be   most  unjiut 
to  refuse  to  a  great  Corporation  like 
that  of   Bristol  a  hearing  before  the 
House,   when  they  had  permitted  the 
introduction  of  a  Bill  on  the  Petition 
which  had  been  deposited. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS- BEACH 
remarked,  that  he  was  anxious  to  saj  a 
few  words  to  the  House  on  the  question, 
not  as  a  Member  of  the  Government, 
but  as  one  of  the  Members  for  the  county 
of  Gloucester,  whjich  was  much  affected  1^ 
the  measure,  as  the  House  would  have 
already  learned  from  the  able  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  who  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  (Mr.  Fry).  But  lie 
did  not  think  it  quite  fair  that  the  matter 
should  be  considered  purely  from  the 

Eoint  of  view  in  which  the  hon.  Member 
ad  put  it.  He  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beaoh) 
had  not  had  tne  advantage  of  hearing 
the  speech  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem« 
ber  for  the  city  of  Gloucester  (Mr.  Wait); 
but  he  had  no  doubt  that  in  his  speeca 
he  had  made  it  plain  that  there  were 
many  interests  in  the  case  beyond  those 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Bristol. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Hythe  (Sir  Ed- 
ward Watkin)  had  found  fault  with  the 
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hon.  Member  for  Gloucester  for  his  ac- 
tion in  the  matter,  and  had  treated  him 
as  if  the  course  he  had  taken  were  ab- 
solutely unjustifiable ;  but  he  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  might  remind  the 
House  that  this  was  by  no  means  a  new 
question.  So  long  ago  as  the  year  1867 
a  Commission  of  very  high  authority, 
charged  to  inquire  into  the  boundaries 
of  the  various  constituencies  in  England 
and  Wales,  recommended  that  certain 
districts  adjoining  the  City  of  Bristol 
should  form  their  connection  with  the 
city,  and  be  united  with  it  for  Par- 
liamentanr  purposes.  Well,  that  was 
a  fact  which  had  been  admitted  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bristol;  but  the 
hon.  Member  said  that  this  was  not  a 
question  of  an  extension  of  Parliamentary 
boundaries,  but  a  municipal  question 
alone.  He  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
wished  to  treat  it  purely  on  municipal 
grounds,  and,  being  interested  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester,  he  said  that  on 
these  g^unds  it  was  not  fair  that  these 
districts  should  continue  to  be  part  of 
the  county  of  Gloucester,  but  that  they 
should  be  united  for  municipal  purposes 
to  the  City  of  Bristol,  to  which  they  pro- 
perly belonged.  If  the  House  assented 
to  the  measure  now  before  them,  that 
question  would  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. It  was  a  measure  for  dealing 
only  with  the  wards  within  the  city, 
whereas,  if  the  whole  question  were 
dealt  with,  the  municipal  boundaries 
would  be  considered  as  well.  He  had 
figures  here  to  show  the  urgent  need  for 
this  consideration.  He  found  that  in 
1867,  when  it  was  reported  that  these 
districts  ought  to  be  united  to  the  City  of 
Bristol,  there  were  in  the  ecclesiastical 
district  of  Bishopston  347  houses,  with 
a  population  of  1,763  inhabitants.  In 
1880  the  number  of  houses  amounted  to 
813,  and  the  population  to  4,065.  In 
addition,  he  nught  say  that  between  150 
and  200  houses  were  in  course  of  erec- 
tion, and  would,  no  doubt,  be  quickly 
inhabited.  In  the  parish  of  St.  George's, 
in  1867,  there  were  2,614  houses  with  a 
population  of  12,500;  in  the  present 
year  the  number  of  houses  was  5,179, 
the  population  25,000.  In  that  part  of 
the  parish  of  Bedminster  which  was  de- 
finea  by  the  Beport  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, the  number  of  houses  in  1867 
was  802,  and  the  population  4,400.  This 
year  the  number  of  houses  was  1,427, 
and  the  population  7,500.    Now,  what 


was  the  result  of  that  as  affecting  the 
county  of  Gloucester?     The  result  was 
simply  this — that  at  every  Quarter  Ses- 
sion they  had  to  provide  for  some  in- 
creased expenditure  for  the  police  and 
the  administration  of  justice  in  this  part 
of  the  county,  which  certainly  ought  to 
be  included  in  the  city  to  which  it  be- 
longed.    He  thought  that  the  time  had 
fairly  come  when  the  county  of  Glouces- 
ter should  be  relieved  from  these  taxes 
upon  it  for  the  police  force  and  for  the 
administration  of  justice   within  these 
urban    districts.     For   this  reason,    he 
asked  the   House  not  to  sanction  this 
imperfect  measure  as  it  was  now  pro- 
posed, but  to  express  an  opinion  that 
the  question  ought  to  be  dealt  with  as  a 
whole,  and  that  if  the  matter  required 
consideration  it  should  include  the  ques- 
tion of  the  city  boundaries  as  well  as  the 
re-arrangement  of  the  municipal  wards. 
Mr.    KNATCHBULL-HUGESSEN 
said,  he  thought  it  was  unusual  for  a 
Cabinet    Minister  to  come  down    and 
speak  against  a  Private  Bill.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  he  might  be  excused,  although 
he  had  not  heard  anything  of  the  merits 
of  the  case  before  entering  the  House 
that  evening,  for  taking  a  part  in  the 
debate.    In  the  first  place,  he  wished  to 
express  regret  that  his  right  hon.  Friend 
dia  not  announce  that  this  question  was 
not  a  question  in  which  the  Government 
was  interested,  but    only,    in    fact,    a 
match  between  the  county  of  Gloucester 
and  the  City  of  Bristol.    [An  hon.  Mem- 
ber :    He  said  so.]     They  had   heard 
that  the  Municipality  of  Bristol,  by  a 
majority  of  46  votes  to   6,  decided  that 
thev  wished  to  have  the  question  of  the 
division  of  the  municipal  wards  settled ; 
but  that  they  did  not  wish  to  have  that 
question  mixed   with  the  question  of 
Parliamentary  boundaries.     What  they 
said  was — '*We  wish  to  have  the  question 
of  re-dividing  the  wards  of    the   city 
settled."      He  would  ask  the    House, 
could  there  be  a  more  legitimate  subject 
in  the  world  for  the  decision  of  a  Com- 
mittee?   They  would  be  enabled  to  find 
out,  by  the  examination  of  witnesses  on  ' 
the  one  side  and  the  other,  whether  the 
wishes  of  the  City  of  Bristol  for  a  re- 
division  of  the  municipal  wards,  or  the 
desires  of  the  county  of  Gloucester  to 
be  relieved  of  an  additional  expenditure 
at  the  Quarter  Sessions  by  an  extension 
of  the  municipal  boundaries,  ought  to 
prevail.    Of  all  questions  this  was  the 
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must  point  out  a  fact  that  perhaps  might 
escape  the  notice  of  many  hon.  Gentle- 
men there.  When  a  Corporation  were 
thus  the  promoters  of  a  particular  Bill, 
representing,  as  they  did,  the  inhabitants, 
that  fact  precluded  any  portion  of  the 
ratepayers  from  petitioning  against  the 
Bill ;  therefore,  the  House  must  be 
aware  that  if  they  read  the  Bill  a  second 
time  they  were,  practically,  remitting  it 
to  the  Committee  on  Unopposed  Bills, 
because  he  was  not  aware  of  any  in- 
terest which  could  appear  before  a 
Select  Committee  in  opposition  to  it. 
The  question  was  one  of  considerable 
gravity,  and  it  was  for  the  House  to  de- 
cide ;  because,  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  they 
were  really  laying  down  as  a  fact  that 
they  thought  the  Bill  should  proceed  as 
it  stood,  and  that  it  should  proceed 
without  undergoing  that  sifting  and  ex- 
amination which  it  would  get  before  an 
opposed  Committee.  He  wished  to  point 
out  this  to  the  House  as  one  considera- 
tion before  it.  Having  given  the  best 
attention  he  could  to  the  subject,  and 
having  considered  all  the  matters  which 
had  been  stated  on  both  sides,  he  thought 
the  House  would  do  well  not  to  depart 
from  its  general  custom  in  this  instance, 
but  to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  163  ;  Noes 
98  :    Majority  65.— (Div.  List,  No.  31.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed, 

QUESTIONS. 


AFFAIRS  OF  AFGHANISTAN. 

Mb.  OTWAY  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  a  telegram  from 
Lahore,  published  in  the  *'  Daily  News  *' 
of  Saturday  last,  and  since  repeated  in 
the  other  daily  papers,  settmg  forth 
certain  conditions  as  those  of  the  British 
GK>vemment  for  the  settlement  of  affairs 
in  Afghanistan ;  and,  whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  have  received  any 
official  communication  which  will  justify 
the  statement  sent  by  telegraph  from 
Lahore  on  Saturday  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  No,  Sir ;  the  statement  is 
purely  imaginary. 

Mr.  Saikes 


PUBLIC  HEALTH— ADULTERATION  OF 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1875. 

Mr.  YERNEB  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  seeing  that  there  is  an 
appeal  to  the  Chemical  Staff  of  the 
Somerset  House  Laboratory  in  cases 
where  the  analysis  made  by  public  ana- 
lysts is  disputed,  If  he  will  explain  why 
there  is  not  a  similar  reference  to  that 
laboratory  in  the  case  of  a  xnerohant  who 
is  dissatisfied  with  the  dedsioii  of  the 
Customs  officers  ? 

SiE  HENRY  SELWIN-IBBETSON: 
Sir,  it  is  not  quite  correct  to  say  that 
there  is  an  appeal  from  the  Terdict  of 

Eublic  analysts  to  the  laboratory  at 
omerset  House.  What  the  Act  of  1875 
says  is  that  upon  the  request  of  either 
party  in  a  case,  the  jastioes,  or  Court  of 
Appeal,  may  in  their  discretion  caoM 
any  article  of  food  to  be  sent  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Inland  Beyenue  fixr 
analysis.  And  I  understand  the  object 
of  this  clause  to  have  been  to  provide 
the  Courts  with  the  means  of  obtaining 
an  independent  scientific  opinion,  rather 
than  that  they  should  give  a  Yerdict 
against  the  opinion  of  a  public  analyst 
At  any  rate,  it  gives  no  absolute  r^t 
of  appeal.  In  respect  of  tea,  tibie  Act 
puts  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  in 
the  position  of  a  Court  of  Law.  Their 
discretion  is  absolute  and  final ;  and  as 
it  is  important  that  they  should  exer- 
cise that  discretion  promptly  and  with- 
out delay,  it  was  probably  thought  right 
to  keep  the  machinery  by  which  Uiey 
arrive  at  their  decisions  as  simple  as 
possible.  So  far  as  I  am  aware,  excep- 
tion has  very  rarely  been  taken  to  the 
decisions  of  the  Board,  and  the  present 
arrangements  seem  to  me  to  wors  satis- 
factorily. 

ROYAL  SCHOOL  OF  MINES. 

Mr.  bell  asked  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Council,  Whether  it  is  true  that 
part  of  the  instruction  formerly  eiyen  at 
the  Koyal  School  of  Mines  in  J ermyn 
Street  has  been  transferred  to  South 
Kensington  ;  whether  it  is  the  intention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  move 
the  remainder  of  the  school  to  South 
Kensington ;  and,  if  so,^  when  ;  and, 
whether  it  was  not  declared  by  the 
Eight  honourable  W.  E.  Forster,  on 
June  29th  1871,  that  no  such  removal 
as  that  referred  to  should  be  effected 
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without  previoualy  submitting  the  ques- 
tion to  the  judgment  of  the  House  of 
Commons  ? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  Sir, 
as  much  misconception  seems  to  exist 
about  what  has  been  done  to  the  Boyal 
School  of  Mines  in  Jermyn  Street,  it 
would,  perhaps,  be  as  well  if  I  were  to 
state  what  has  been  done.  8ome  years 
back  the  greater  part  of  the  instruction 

fiyen  at  the  School  of  Mines  in  Jermyn 
treet  was  transferred  to  South  Ken- 
sington, where  it  was  supplemented  by  la- 
boratory and  practical  instruction,  which 
could  not  be  provided  for  in  Jermyn 
Street.  This  removal  was  strongly  ad- 
vocated by  the  Commission  upon  Scien- 
tific Instruction,  presided  over  by  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  was  also  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Pro- 
fessors whose  classes  were  so  transferred. 
The  only  courses  now  remaining  in  Jer- 
myn Street  are  those  in  metallurgy, 
mineralogy,  and  mining ;  and  even  with 
the  addition  of  a  hired  house,  and  the 
location  of  the  metallurgical  laboratory 
outside  the  Museum,  the  space  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  Museum  and  School  of 
Mines  in  Jermyn  Street  is  inadequate,  and 
the  arrangements  in  consequence  far 
from  convenient.  We  were  last  year 
informed  by  the  Office  of  Woods  and 
Forests  that  it  was  impossible,  under 
any  circumstances,  to  retain  this  house 
on  the  site  upon  which  the  metallurgical 
laboratory  is  beyond  1884  ;  and  as  the 
immediate  removal  of  the  metallurgical 
class  would  give  the  additional  space 
required  inside  the  Museum,  arrange- 
ments were  made  at  once  for  this  trans- 
fer. At  present  it  is  not  our  intention 
to  move  the  remaining  classes  in  Jer- 
myn Street.  I  cannot  find  any  answer 
by  Mr.  Forster  in  Haiuard  to  the  effect 
that  the  qnestion  of  removal  should  be 
tnbmittea  to  the  House ;  but  it  seems 
to  me  clear  that  whatever  answer  was 
made  in  1871  it  referred  only  to  the 
arrangements  then  in  contemplation, 
and  iniich  were  shortly  afterwards  car- 
ried out. 

INDIAN  FAMINE  COMMISSION— 
THE  REPORT. 

Sib  DAVID  WEDDERBURN  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State»for  India, 
Whether  the  Report  of  the  Indian  Fa- 
mine Commission  is  now  in  course  of 
preparation  in  England  or  in  India ; 


and,  if  in  England,  how  many  of  the 
Commissioners  are  now  in  this  Country, 
particularly  how  many  Native  Members 
of  the  Commission ;  and,  when  it  is 
probable  that  the  Report  will  be  pre- 
sented ? 

Mr.  E.  stanhope,  in  reply,  said, 
the  Report  was  in  course  of  preparation 
in  England.  Five  of  the  Commissioners 
were  in  England.  No  Native  Members 
were  here,  as  they  excused  themselves 
on  account  of  the  climate ;  but  before 
any  of  the  Members  left  India  the 
Commission  discussed  and  agreed  upon 
the  principal  points  to  be  reported  on. 
The  first  part  of  the  Report,  dealing 
with  measures  for  famine  relief,  will 
probably  be  presented  this  month,  and 
the  second  and  last  part  before  Mid- 
summer. 


HALL-MARKING  (GOLD  AND  SILVER). 

Sir  henry  JACKSON  asked  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trtide,  Whe- 
ther the  Government  intend  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  carrying  out  the  recommendation 
of  the  Select  Committee  which  reported 
last  Session  in  reference  to  consolidating 
and  amending  the  Acts  relating  to  the 
hall-marking  of  gold  and  silver  manu- 
factures ? 

Mr.  J.  G.  TALBOT :  Sir,  the  recom- 
mendation referred  to  in  the  Question 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Baronet  has  not 
been  lost  sight  of  at  the  Board  of  Trade  ; 
but,  looking  to  the  amount  of  Business 
which  the  Government  have  already  im- 
dertaken  during  the  present  Session,  they 
do  not  consider  that  it  would  be  practi- 
cable to  introduce  a  measure  upon  this 
rather  complicated  question  with  any 
hope  of  bringing  it  to  a  successful  issue. 

ARMY— KNIGHTSBRIDGE  BARRACKS. 

Colonel  MAKINS  asked  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Works,  How  soon  it 
is  probable  that  the  hoarding  on  the 
south  side  of  Knightsbridge  Barracks 
will  be  removed,  so  as  to  give  the  public 
the  use  of  that  part  of  the  roadway 
which  it  now  incloses  ? 

Mb.  GERARD  NOEL,  in  replv, 
said,  that  the  Knightsbridge  Barracks 
were  not  under  the  Office  of  Works,  but 
under  the  War  Department.  He  was, 
however,  informed  that  the  barracks 
would  bo  completed  by  the  end  of  April, 
whou,  of  course,  the  hoarding  would  be 
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representations,  instead  of  b j  patting  a 
Question  in  so  vague  a  form  as  he  has 
done.  Whilst  an  arrangement  cannot 
be  indefinitely  delayed,  I  shall  be  reiy 
glad  to  receive  any  recommendations 
tiiey  have  to  suggest  on  the  subject 

THE  CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

Mb.  DILLWTN  asked  the  Secretaiy 
to  the  Treasury,  Why  it  is  proposed  to 
take  Classes  II.  and  HI.  of  the  GtxI 
Service  Estimates  before  Glass  I  ? 

Sib  HENEY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
in  reply,  said,  his  hon.  Friend  most 
know  very  well  that  No.  I.  was  very 
seldom  taken  first.  Perhaps  he  might 
even  say  that  it  was  the  invariable  mode 
to  proceed  in  the  order  in  which  he  had 
placed  the  Votes  on  the  Paper. 

POST  OFFICE  (MONEY  ORDERS)  BILL. 

Mb.  THOMSON  HANKEY  said,  he 
wished  to  put  a  Question  to  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasoiy 
with  reference  to  a  statement  he  made 
yesterday  respecting  the  Post  Office 
(Money  Orders)  BilL  He  understood  the 
hon.  Baronet  to  say  that  he  had  poit- 
poned  the  Bill  for  a  fortnight.  When  lie 
brought  the  measure  forward,  would  he 
object  to  move  that  it  should  be  read  s 
second  time  pro  farmdf  in  order  to  nve 
an  opportunity  of  re-printing  the  iBill 
with  the  proposed  Amendments,  so  that 
it  might  be  made  intelligible  to  the 
public  ?  In  its  present  state,  he  woold 
defy  anyone  to  understand  it. 

Sib  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON, 
in  reply,  said,  he  was  afraid  he 
could  not  comply  with  the  request  of  hii 
hon.  Friend.  Last  night  he  placed  on 
the  Table  the  Amendments  wluch  he  in- 
tended to  propose,  and  which  would  be 
printed  and  circulated  as  a  separate 
Taper.  After  the  Bill  had  passed  the 
second  reading,  he  would  move  that  it 
should  be  re-committed  pro  formd^  with 
a  view  to  its  being  re-printed  with  the 
Amendments. 


removed,  so  as  to  g^ve  the  public  the 
benefit  of  that  part  of  the  roadway  re- 
ferred to. 

TURKEY  AND   GREECE— RECTIFICA- 
TION OF  THE  FRONTIER. 

Mb.  W.  CARTWEIGHT  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  If  he  can  give  any  information 
to  the  House  in  reference  to  the  reported 
suspension  of  negotiations  between  the 
Porte  and  Greece  for  a  rectification  of 
frontiers;  and,  if  he  will  state  when 
the  promised  Papers  relating  to  this 
matter  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Mem- 
bers? 

Mb.  BOURKE,  in  reply,  said,  that  the 
Foreign  Office  had  not  heard  that  the 
negotiations  in  question  had  been 
broken  off.  They  had  heard  that  fresh 
proposals  had  been  made  by  the  Turkish 
Government  to  the  Greek  Gt)vemment, 
but  did  not  know  what  the  details  were. 
He  hoped  the  Papers  would  be  in  the 
hands  of  hon.  Members  in  a  very  few 
days. 

SCOTCH    JUDICIAL    APPOINTMENTS- 
SHERIFF  SUBSTITUTE  OF  KINROSS. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
the  Lord  Advocate,  If  he  will  arrange 
that  the  vacant  office  of  Sheriif  Substi- 
tute of  Kinross  shall  not  be  filled  up 
till  there  is  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing whether  the  jurisdictions  in  Fife  and 
Kinross  cannot  be  re-arranged,  so  as  to 
provide  better  for  places  more  important 
than  Kinross  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Wat- 
son) :  Sir,  it  is  not  intended  to  fill  up 
the  vacant  office,  because  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  in  making  arrangements 
by  which  the  whole  judicial  work  of 
the  county,  which  is  a  small  one,  may 
be  efficiently  performed.  At  present, 
what  will  be  tne  best  arrangement  is 
a  matter  engaging  the  consideration 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
and  myself.  I  may  say  the  office  has 
been  vacant  upwards  of  a  month,  and  a 
great  many  parties  interested,  or  who 
conceive  themselves  to  be  so,  have  made 
representations  on  the  subject;  and  I 
would  suggest  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kirkcaldy  whether  he  would  not  better 
attain  the  object  he  seems  to  have  in 
view  by  asking  those  bodies  he  has  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Question  to  make  similar 

Mr,  Qerwd  Noel 


PRIVILEGE— (TOWEE  HIGH  LEVEL 

BRIDGE   (METROPOLIS)    COMMITTEE). 

CONSIDERATION   OF  CASE  OF  CEULBLE8 
^EDMUND   OBISSSLL. 

Case  coneidered, 

Mb.  SPENCER  WALPOLE :  Sir.  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  Petition  from  Mr. 
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Charles  Edmund  GWssell,  and  1  desire   Clerk  at  the  Table  shall  read  the  Peti- 
to  explain  the  circumstances  under  which    tion. 
I  undertook  to  present  it  to  the  House.        -.r  .•  j  j 

Two  days  before  the  commencement  of  ^''*'^''  ''^''''^  ^^• 
the  Session  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Grissell,  in  which  he  asked  me  whether 
I  would  a^^ee  to  present  a  Petition  for 
him  relating  to  his  case.  My  answer 
was  that  I  thought  it  would  be  better 
that  someone  who  was  not  a  Member  of 
the  Committee  to  which  the  question 
had  been  referred  should  present  the 
Petition  ;  but,  inasmuch  as  I  understood 
him  to  say  that  in  his  Petition  he  would 
express  great  regret  for  what  had  hap- 
pened and  would  submit  himself  com- 
pletely to  the  House,  I  said  I  would  so 
far  take  charge  of  the  Petition  as  to 
present  it.  At  the  same  time,  I  gave 
him  no  advice  relative  to  the  Petition, 
as  to  which  he  must  consult  his  own 
friends.  The  day  before  Parliament 
assembled  I  received  from  Mr.  Grissell 
a  Petition  which,  it  was  clear  to  my 
mind,  would  not  be  considered  by  the 
Hoose  as  satisfactory  to  them,  and  I 
accordingly  wrote  to  Mr.  Grissell,  stat- 
ing that  the  offence  was  so  grave  a 
one  —  much  more  than  a  mere  fault 
as  he  had  designated  it  —  that  my 
belief  was  that  the  House  would  not 
pass  by  the  matter  bo  easily  as  he 
seemed  to  imagine,  and  I  was  per- 
fectly confident  the  House  would  expect 
him  to  make  a  much  more  complete 
submission  than  the  language  he  had 
used  in  the  Petition  appeared  to  me  to 
oonyey.  From  that  day  till  yesterday  I 
heard  nothing  from  Mr.  Grissell.  Yes- 
terday afternoon,  in  consequence,  I  sup- 
pose, of  a  Notice  appearing  upon  the 
Irimer  referring  to  the  subject,  together 
witn  the  Motion  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  re- 
eeived  a  letter  from  Mr.  Grissell,  asking 
whether  I  would  g^ant  him  an  inter- 
Tiew.  My  answer  was  that  it  appeared 
to  me  that  any  interview  would  be  use- 
less, inasmuch  as  I  could  say  no  more 
to  him  than  I  had  already  told  him  in 
writing,  and  that,  therefore,  I  must  de- 
cline to  see  him.  Since  yesterday,  and 
in  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  I  have  re- 
oeived  a  Petition  which  I  tliink  is  fully 
respectful  to  the  House,  and,  as  I  read 
it,  completely  suomissive ;  and  I,  there- 
fore»  feel  no  hesitation  whatever  in  pre- 
senting it  to  the  House  for  their  con- 
sideration.    I  will  now  move  that  the 


Petition  of  Charles  Edmimd  Grissell 
presented,  and  read,  as  followeth : — 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled. 

"  The  humble  Petition  of  Charles  Ed- 
mund Grissell,  of  Curzon  Street,  May 
Fair,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 

"  Sheweth— . 

**  That  a  Select  Committee  of  your  honorable 
House  reported  in  August  last  that  your  Peti- 
tioner had  conmiittod  a  Breach  of  the  Privilege 
of  your  honorable  House. 

"  That  your  Petitioner  was  thereupon  ordered 
to  attend  at  the  Bar  of  your  honorable  House, 
but  that  he  had  previously  been  obliged  to  leave 
London  in  acx^ordance  wiUi  the  direction  of  his 
medical  adviser. 

**  That  on  his  return  he  was  arrested  in  virtue 
of  a  Warrant  issued  by  your  honorable  Speaker, 
and  was  committed  to  Her  Majesty's  gaol  of 
Newgate. 

"That  your  Petitioner  deeply  deplores  the 
grave  offence  of  which  he  was  adjudged  gpiilty, 
and  desires  to  tender  his  humble  apology  and 
the  expression  of  his  sincere  regret  to  your 
honorable  House. 

**  That  your  Petitioner  desires  to  make  the 

fullest  submission  and  to  throw  himself  upon  the 

merciful  consideration  of  your  honorable  House. 

"  Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays 

that  your  honorable  House  will  be 

pleased    to  accept    of   his   humble 

apology  and  the  expression  of   his 

deep  regret  for  his  g^ve  offence. 

**  And  your  Petitioner  will  ever  pray. 
"Chablbs  E.  Gbissbll." 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Sir,  there  one  or  two  ohserva- 
tions  which  naturally  occur  to  one  in 
hearing  the  Petition  which  has  just  been 
read.  In  the  first  place,  it  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  more  satisfactory  if  that 
Petition  had  been  presented  by  Mr. 
Grissell  on  the  first  re-assembling  of 
Parliament.  He  might  then  have  seen 
the  gravity  of  the  offence  which  he  com- 
mitted last  Session  ;  and  it  would  have 
boon  moro  satisfactory  if  he  had,  on  his 
own  '  motion,  submitted  himself  and 
apologized  to  the  House.  Of  course, 
another  observation  that  might  be  made 
on  the  Potition  itself  is,  Mr.  Grissell 
scarcely  sets  out  in  full  the  nature  or 
extent  of  the  offence  which  he  committed 
in  disregarding  the  authority  of  the 
ITouso.  He  speaks  of  a  summons  having 
been  sent  to  him  in  August  last ;  but, 
in  point  of  fact,  it  was  on  the  22nd  of 
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July  that  Mr.  GriBBell  was  ordered  to 
attend  tbe  House  on  the  following  day, 
the  28rd.  On  the  23rd  of  July,  how- 
ever,  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  reported  that 
Mr.  Griesell  was  not  in  attendance,  and 
he  read  a  telegraphio  meseage,  from, 
which  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Orisaell  was 
at  Boulo^e.  Mr.  Speaker  thereupon 
issued  a  Warrant  for  his  apprehension, 
and  on  the  13th  of  Au^et  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms  reported  that  he  had  taken  Mr. 
Qriseell  into  custody.  On  the  14th  of 
August  the  House  committed  Mr.  Grissell 
to  Newgate  for  evading  the  eiecution  of 
Mr.  Speaker's  Warrant,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  Parliament  was  prorogued 
and  he  was  discharged.  The  Petition, 
in  setting  forth  the  nature  of  the  case, 
does  not  show  reaJly  what  the  full  cir- 
cumstances were.  I  do  not  believe  the 
House  will  feel  any  desire  to  be  vindic- 
tive in  such  a  matter  ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  think  it  right  that  notice  should 
be  taken  of  this  grave  Breach  of  the 
Privileges  of  the  ^use,  and  I  will  move 
the  following  Besolution: — 

"  That  Churlea  Edmimd  Oriwell,  haiing 
evaded  puniahment  for  hia  offences  againat  the 
Privileges  of  this  House  until  the  closB  of  the 
laat  Session,  he  sent  for  in  the  custody  of  the 
Seqeantftt  Arms  attending  this  House,  and  that 
Mr.  Speaiier  do  issue  his  Warrant  accordingly ; 
aod  that  he  he  reprimanded,  at  the  Bar,  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  for  his  contempt  of  this  House." 

Mk.  W.  E.  FOESTEE  :  Sir,  I  do  not 
think  the  House  will  desire  now  to  dis- 
cuss what  further  steps  should  be  taken 
with  regard  to  Mr.  Grissell ;  butit  seems 
to  me  that  the  course  proposed  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excnei^uer  is,  at  all 
events,  the  first  step  which  should  be 
taken,  and,  therefore,  I  beg  to  sei^ond 
the  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  Charles  Edmund  Grissell,  having 
evaded  puDishment  for  his  uffances  against  the 
Privileges  of  this  House  until  the  close  of  the 
last  SeMQon,  he  sent  for  in  the  custodf  of  the 
Setjeant  at  Amu  attending  this  House,  and  that 
Ur.  Speaker  do  issue  his  Warrant  accordingly ; 
and  that  he  be  reprimanded,  at  the  Bar,  by  tlr. 
Speaker,  for  his  contempt  of  this  House." — {Mr. 
Ckanettlor  of  tht  Exeheqvr.) 

Mk.  C.  BECKETT-DENISON  said, 
it  was  very  difficult  for  a  private  Mem- 
ber to  offer  an  opinion  of  his  own  on  such 
a  delicate  question  as  this  after  the 
Leader  of  the  House  had  spoken ;  but 
as  two  points  were  combined  in  the 
same  Eesolution,  be  must  say  he  ex- 
Th»  ChaneeUor  of  iU  Extkiqmr 


pected  that  Mr.  Qrissell  would  have 
made  his  appearance  at  the  Bar  of 
the  House  before  any  Beaolation  wu 
come  to  OS  to  what  should  be  done 
to  him.  Although  he  cordially  agreed 
with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqner 
that  no  hon.  Member  of  the  Honse 
would  wish  to  appear  vindictive  in  such 
a  case,  yet  be  could  not  help  remember- 
ing that  another  gentleman,  Mr.  Jc^ 
Bandilands  Ward,  remained  in  custody 
for  the  space  of  10  days  ;  and  it  was  not 
until  he  had  made  ample  snbmiBsion  that 
he  was,  upon  a  me£oaI  certificate,  re- 
leased. He  had  pointed  out  at  the  time 
that  there  was  a  great  danger  of  the 
lesser  offender  meeting  with  the  severs 
punishment ;  and  he  feared  that  thst 
would  be  the  result  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Besolution.  He  should  have  been 
glad,  therefore,  if  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  Besolution  had  confined 
itself  to  commanding  Mr.  Grissell's  pre- 
sence at  the  Bar  of  the  House. 

Mb.  BYLANDS  said,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  Motion  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer was  a  proposal  which,  if  it  meant 
anything,  meant  that  Mr.  Oriasell,  if  he 
would  now  allow  himself  to  be  taken  into 
the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms, 
and  brought  to  the  Bar  of  the  Honae^ 
would  be  let  off  with  a  reprinuind  by 
Mr.  Speaker.  He  (Mr.  Bybnds)  oonld 
not  think  that  was  b^  any  meana  a 
course  which  it  was  desirable  to  pnmu. 
He  ventured  to  remind  the  Leader  of  tha 
House  that  Mr.  Grieaell  treated  the 
House  last  Session  with  the  areateat  con- 
tempt, and  that  he  had  added  to  the 
offence  by  keeping  out  of  the  way,  onfy 
delivering  himself  up  at  the  very  md 
of  the  Session.  Indeed,  he  turoM  tiie 
whole  proceedings  into  a  force.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  proper  coarse 
would  be  to  pass  a  SesolutioQ  that  Mr. 
Speaker  issue  his  Warrant  for  Mr. 
Grissell's  apprehension,  and  when  he 
was  in  their  custody — the  House  not 
having  made  any  terms  with  him — they 
could  then  decide  what  should  be  done 
with  him.  [CAMr«,an(JeriMo/"Move!"] 
He  had  not  wished  to  move  an  Amend* 
ment ;  but  as  it  seemed  the  feeling  of  the 
House,  he  would  mov;  that  there  be 
omitted  Irom  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer's Eesolution  the  following 
words  : — "  And  that  he  be  reprimanded, 
at  the  Bar,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  for  his  con- 
tempt of  this  House. 
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SiE  WILLIAM  FRASER :  I  second 
the  Amendment.  The  waj  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  proposes  to  deal  with 
Grissell  seems  to  me  altogether  inade- 
quate. I  would  remind  the  House  that 
both  Grissell  and  Ward  have  committed 
80  serious  a  Breach  of  the  Priyileges 
of  the  House  as  can  be  conceived. 
They  stated  that  they  could  influence  a 
Committee  of  this  House  by  corruption. 
The  Select  Conmiittee  that  inquired  into 
the  matter,  under  the  presidency  of 
the  riffht  hon.  Member  for  the  Univer- 
sity of  Cambridge  (Mr.  Spencer  Wal- 
poie)y  reported  that  they  had  been 
guilty  not  only  of  a  Breach  of  the  Privi- 
leges of  the  House,  but  also  of  perjury. 
One  of  the  delinquents  has  been  punished 
by  the  House ;  the  other  evaded  the 
Warrant  by  going  abroad,  making  no 
yalid  excuse  as  to  his  health,  but  re- 
maining abroad  till  the  evening  of  the 
day  bedtore  the  House  was  prorogued. 
He  then  gave  himself  up,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  nominal  punishment  of  one 
night  in  Newgate.  I  understood  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at  the 
end  of  the  last  Session  that  Ghrissell 
was  sent  to  Newgate  for  evading  the 
Warrant ;  and  that  that  punishment 
did  not  purffe  him  of  the  contempt  of 
which  he  had  been  g^ty.  This  is  not 
a  case  of  vindictiveness,  but  of  just 
punishment:  if  ever  a  case  called  for 
punishment  it  is  this.  I  know  nothing 
about  these  men,  and  pray  I  never 
may.  Considering  them  as  A  and  B, 
they  merited  punishment.  Ghrissell  would 
not  feel  a  reprimand,  but  would  leave 
the  House  saying  ''You  could  not  pimish 
me;  or  you  dfured  not."  To  bring  a 
man  of  that  sort  to  the  Bar  of  the  House 
to  be  reprimanded  was  virtually  to  in- 
flict on  lum  no  punishment  at  all. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
from  the  word  ''accordingly"  to  the  end 
of  the  Question. — (^Mr.  Rylande.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Qaesdon." 

Mb.  EVANS  hoped  the  Amendment 
would  be  carried,  as  it  was  a  very  great 
improvement  on  the  original  proposal. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bradford  must,  he  TMr.  Evans)  be- 
lieved, think  so  too,  for  ne  had  used  the 
words  that  the  course  proposed  to  be 
taken  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 


quer would  the  proper  course  to  take 
**  in  the  first  instance."  But  if  the  Mo- 
tion were  carried  as  it  at  present  stood, 
the  House  would  feel  itself  bound  in 
honour  to  go  no  further,  when  Mr. 
Grissell  appeared  at  the  Bar,  than  to  re- 
primand Mm.  He  (Mr.  Evans)  very 
much  questioned  whether  that  was  a 
sufficient  punishment.  He  hoped  no  one 
would  believe  him  likely  to  be  actuated 
by  vindictive  feeling;  but  Mr.  Grissell 
had  set  the  authority  of  the  House  com- 
pletely at  defiance,  and  had  acted  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  make  the  action  of  the 
House  ridiculous  to  the  outside  world. 
That  deserved  more  than  a  reprimand. 
They  should  bring  him  to  the  Bar,  hear 
what  he  had  to  say,  and  then,  after 
proper  deliberation,  they  could  decide 
upon  what  punishment  they  should  in- 
flict. 

Mr.  BEEESFGED  HOPE  sincerely 
trusted  the  House  would  adopt  the 
Amendment.  How  should  they  stand 
if  the  Motion  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
in  his  goodness  and  kindness  of  heart 
proposed,  were  to  pass  as  it  stood  ?  The 
lesser  oifender,  Mr.  J.  Sandilands  Ward, 
had  been  substantially  punished — atleast, 
so  it  was  said ;  though  he  (Mr.  Beresford 
Hope)  did  not  think  the  punishment  had 
been  severe  enough — for  the  House,  in  a 
very  indulgent  mood,  making  allowance 
for  the  ticking  of  the  clock,  let  him  off 
sooner  than  it  perhaps  ought.  The  greater 
offender  was  now  before  them,  the  person 
named  in  the  Motion  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  What  was  his  offence? 
In  the  first  place,  as  the  Conmiittee 
presided  over  by  his  right  hon.  Col- 
league had  found,  he  had  been  guiltv  of 
what  amounted  to  perjury  as  well  as 
contempt  of  the  House.  In  the  next 
place,  ahiitf  evaeit,  erupitf  and  went  to 
Boulogne.  When  the  Serjeant  at  Arms 
sent  a  messenger  after  him,  he  found 
this  gentleman,  who  had  to  seek  the  sea 
air  imder  a  doctor's  certificate,  seemingly 
in  good  health.  Anything  more  fla- 
grantly insolent  could  not  be  imagined. 
This  gentleman — or,  rather,  this  person 
— having  committed  the  grave  offence  of 
perjury,  in  the  most  impudent  manner, 
ran  off  to  Boulogne,  laughing  at  the 
House,  and  bocauso  ho  was  a  clever  ad- 
venturer, and  there  was  undoubtedly 
such  very  grotesque  elements  in  the 
case,  they  had  laughed  with  him,  and 
perhaps  laughed  a  little  too  much — and 
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80  were  now  expected  to  leave  out  of 
account  how  he  had  exposed  the  Pri- 
vileges and  Prerogatives  of  this  House 
to  the  contempt  of  all  the  world,  and 
particularly  of  that  class  of  society  to 
which  he  himself  belonged.  Then,  at 
the  end  of  the  Session,  he  came  back  in 
order  to  undergo  the  farce  of  a  few  hours 
in  Newgate.  Let  them  consider,  be- 
sides, the  history  of  the  Petition  sent  in 
at  the  very  last  minute,  and  the  higgling 
over  it.  The  whole  thing  was  impudent 
and  offensive ;  one  step  aggravated  an- 
other ;  one  thing  made  the  offender  less 
worthy  of  their  compassion  than  another. 
If  they  let  him  off  with  a  reprimand,  to 
which  he  would  listen  with  his  tongue 
in  his  cheek,  they  would  expose  the 
House  to  the  ridicule  and  petty  perse- 
cution of  all  other  men  whose  views  of 
business  morality  and  getting  on  in  the 
world  were  like  those  of  Mr.  Orissell. 

Mr.  DODSON  said,  that  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  done  him  the  honour  of  com- 
municating to  him  the  proposal  which  it 
was  intended  to  submit  to  the  House ; 
and  he  expressed,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, his  willingness  to  support  that 
Motion.  At  the  same  time,  he  appealed 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  in 
view  of  the  feeling  which  had  been 
strongly  manifested  on  both  sides,  he 
would  not  consent  to  modify  his  proposi- 
tion in  the  manner  suggested  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEH  :  I  have  not  the  smallest  objec- 
tion to  take  the  course  which  has  been 
suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Dodson).  What  I  feel  on 
these  questions  is  that  it  is,  above  all 
things,  undesirable  to  outrun  the  sense 
of  the  House ;  and  I  therefore  certainly 
made  a  proposal  which  I  considered  to 
be  a  mild  one,  but  which  I  thought 
might,  at  all  events,  have  received  the 
assent  of  the  House.  I  did  so  after 
communication  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  and  other  hon.  Gentle- 
men whom  I  thought  it  right  to  commu- 
nicate with.  It  was  a  question  of  great 
doubt  with  them  all  whether  the  pro- 
posal I  made  would  be  sufficient  to  meet 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.  It  is 
perfectly  evident,  from  the  feeling  of  the 
House,  that  it  would  not  be  sufficient ; 
and,  therefore,  I  have  no  objection  to 
consent  to  the  omission  of  the  words  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  Motion. 

Mr.  Bereifard  Hope 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Main  Question,  as  amended,  put. 

Ordered,  That  Charles  Edmund  Gruaell,  har- 
ing  evaded  punishment  for  hia  offences  againft 
the  Privileges  of  this  Honse,  until  the  close  of 
the  last  Session,  be  sent  for  in  the  custody  of 
the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  House,  and 
that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  w'arranta  accord- 
ingly. 

MOTIONS. 


GAME  LAWS.— RESOLUTION. 

Mb.  p.  a.  TAYLGE*,  in  riaing  to 
move— 


<*  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  < 

ing  Glame  Law  Coae,  maintained  for  the  puipose 
of  preserving  certain  wild  animals  for  sport,  ii 
unjust  to  the  farmer,  demoralizing  to  thela- 
hourer,  and  injurious  to  the  whole  oommmutj, 
and  should  therefore  he  aholished," 

said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  sure  the  Home 
will  acquit  me  of  having  unduly  presMd 
the  question  of  the  Game  Laws  upon 
their  attention,  considering  the  immente 
importance  which,  in  my  opizdony  at* 
taches  to  them.  I  observe,  somewhit 
to  my  surprise,  that  it  is  as  muoh  as  nine 
years  since  I  last  introduced  the  quee- 
tion  of  their  abolition.  Findings  on  that 
occasion  that  I  met  with  but  smail,  and 
that  not  increasing  support,  while  there 
also  appeared  but  little  desire  to  discms 
the  question  at  all,  I  felt  that  I  should 
be  doing  less  good  by  weaiying  the 
House  by  an  annual  Motion  on  the  sub- 
ject than  by  endeavouring  to  act  os 
public  opinion  in  the  country,  and  I  ac- 
cordingly at  once  assisted  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Anti-Game  Law  League.  I 
cannot  claim  full  credit  for  not  brinpog 
on  the  question  during  the  present  Par- 
liament, seeing  that  for  the  last  two  or 
three  Sessions  I  have  only  been  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  by  ill-fortone  at 
the  ballot.  I  am  particularly  glad,  how* 
ever,  in  having  the  opportunity  of  doing 
so  now — first,  because  it  is  extremely 
desirable  that  in  this  last  Session  of  aa 
expiring  Parliament  the  farmers,  as  well 
as  other  classes  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion, should  have  the  opportunity,  pre- 
viously to  the  General  Election,  of  seeing 
by  the  Division  List  what  course  is  taken 
by  their  Kepresentatives,  and  especially 
by  the  farmers'  friends  in  this  House- 
real  or  assumed.  There  is  another  reason 
why  it  is  especially  important  that  the 
question  should  now  be  (uscussed,  seeisg 
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^hat  for  the  last  two  or  three  3'eare  the 
shadow  of  agricultural  distress  has  again 
come  upon  all  parts  of  the  country.  We 
hear  on  every  aide  of  bankrupt  farmers, 
of  lowered  production,  and  of  unsatis- 
factory prices.  Wo  have  heard  recently, 
Sir,  of  numerous  farms  being  to  let,  of 
diminished  production,  and  increased 
prices ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
t>e  desirable  that  we  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  discussing  in  this  House 
whether  this  question  which  I  have  to 
introduce  to  your  notice  to-night,  that  of 
the  Game  Laws,  is  or  is  not  an  important 
element  to  be  considered  in  the  question 
of  a^coltural  distress.  I  am  not  going 
to  discuss  agricultural  distress  this  even- 
ing ;  I  am  only  going,  at  present,  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  whether  the  Game 
Laws  are  one  element  in  agricultural 
pro^>erity,  and  whether  they  are  a  po- 
tentiKl  element  in  the  question  of  agri- 
coltoral  dietresa.  I  will  afterwards  pro- 
ceed to  discuss  other  questions  to  which 
this  inquiry  may  lead. 

Now,  I  am  quite  aware,  so  far  as  I 
have  learned  the  views  of  the  farmers 
throughout  the  countrr,  and  so  far  as 
they  must  be  disposed  to  speak  their 
TiewB  through  the  various  agricultural 
■■sodntions,  that  they  do  not  seem  to 
make  a  very  strong  point  of  the  Game 
Laws  in  respect  of  agricultural  distress. 


■  "  The  landlord  might  let  a  tuTm  at  a  high 
rent  eat  the  tenant  up  with  ground  game,  ^d 
ruin  him,  and  yet  b«  fluro  of  every  flixpenoe  of 
hia  rent,"^[3  Han,ard,  CCV.  1372.] 

I  take  it  there  is  a  potentiality  in 
that  statement  very  serious  for  the 
farmers'  interests.  Another  rather  dis- 
tinguished tenant  farmer,  Mr.  J.  Shep- 
hard,  who  gave  evidence  before  the 
Conamitteein  1873,  declared  that  "land- 
lords have  it  in  their  power  to  ruin  a 
tenant  simply  by  a  litue  negligence  in 
respect  to  game."  Happy  fumers!  If 
they  have  a  malicious  landlord  they  can 
easily  be  ruined,  and  if  they  have  a 
negligent  one  they  are  pretty  sure  to  be. 
Again,  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Nor- 
iolk  says — 

"  In  a  great  nnmber  of  caiea  of  inMlTent 
fumerB  in  Norfolk,  their  ultimate  min  ii  at- 
tribatable  to  the  over  preservation  o(  game.'' 

It  ia  surely  hardly  necessary  for  me  to 
read  any  more  extracts  to  show  that 
there  is  a  potentiality  of  danger  to  the 
farmers  in  this  question  of  me  Game 
Laws, 

Since  this  question  of  the  distress  of 
the  farmers  has  been  raised,  many 
organs  of  popular  opinion  throughout 
the  country  nave  sent  Special  Commis- 
sioners down  to  inquire  into  the  subject ; 
and  I  will  read  two  or  three  lines  from 
a  letter  of  the  Special  Commissioner  of 
l%t  Daily  iVW«,  who  was  sent  to  the 
county  in  which  I  now  live,  Sussex.  He 


Perhaps  that  may  partly  proceed  from 
what  mr  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Soath  Norfolk  (Mr,  Clare  Bead)  thought 
•0  important  in  the  position  of  these  agri- 
cnltural  associations,  that  it  was  quite 
onneoessary  for  farmers  to  form  them- 
selves into  independent  bodies  and 
{armers'  alliances — namely,  that  in  this 
agricultural  discussion  they  had  the 
enormous  advantage  of  being  under  the 
preaidea<7  and  i^uence  of  the  local 
landed  proprietor.  I  have  certainly  ob- 
Borved  tliat  where  the  farmers  appear  to  ' 
be  more  free    from  these  shackles  of  j 

that  partisan  interest,  they  have  spokou  I  neighbourhood,  vill  be  found  an  accumulation 
out  with  considerably  moro  force,  both  i  "'  "'"      ""'"  '''"'      '        '  ""  '  ''" 

witb  regard  to  the  Land  Lane  and  the  \,' 
Qame  Laws.  I  will,  however,  first  pro- 
ceed, with  the  permission  of  tho  House, 
to  give  a  few  reasons  why  I  believe  the 
(Jame  Laws  are  a  very  active  element  in 
the  quesUon  of  agricultural  distress.  „„^,,^  ,  „,,„  „™„ 

I  will  first   call   into  the   witness-box    iho  Fivscrvationof  game. 
my  hon.  Friend  tho  Member  for  South 
Norfolk,  who,  on  opposing  my  Motion    ^S^' 


"  It  is  prindpallj  of  harea  ai>d  labbita  that 
the  greatest  complaint  ia  made,  and  h7  many 
faimen  these  latter  are  claaied  aa  vermin,  the 
which  they  commit  being,  where  they 
accumulate,  almost  beyond  mea- 
Bure,  ana  to eir  prceence  being  altogether  incom- 
patilile  with  even  decent  cultivation.  But  it  ia 
not  the  ralibits  and  horca  alone  which  are  so 
annoying,  for  if  the  winged  game  do  not  of 
thtniBclvea  commit  any  eenous  injury,  the  keep- 
ing of  tbcm  harbours  rata,  and  wherever  phett- 
-  - '  -  -  -  fed,  there,  or  else  in  tho  very  r  " "  ~ 
'hood,  will  be  found  an  accumula: 
Tho  df  Blruction  of  these  pontB  is  made 
^ult  by  tho  thicknesB  and  frequenof 
Lflbrdcd  by  tho  hedgerows,  and  this 
ngnm  is  a  cause  of  further  complaint,  besides  the 
fiict  that  the  sporting  landlord  docs  not  deem 
tho  dumaoo  committed  by  rats  to  bo  worthy  of 
acknowlidgment  or  compensation.  Tho  indif. 
fcrcnt  cultivation  of  tho  farms  in  this  neigh, 
■hood  I  have  heard  generally  attributed  to 


iif  tho  c 


^,w..w,  ..— ,  ~-  -       -..■     —    ™-.,...^       w  land  agent,  writing  to  y^a  Zanrf 

oiTthiB' subject  in  ^  yMr  1871,  de-    ■^ff'nW  Ittcerd,  which   is,  I  believe,  a 
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with  the  purchase  or  transfer  of  land, 
says — 

**  The  relations  of  landlord  and  tenant  at  the 
present  time  are  peculiarly  interesting.  Never 
within  living  memory  have  such  a  number  of 
notices  to  quit  been  given  by  tenant  farmers. 
Many  landlords  would  prefer  making  large  re- 
ductions in  rent  to  giving  up  the  game ;  but  if 
they  are  wise  they  will  not  retain  such  a  source 
of  annoyance  £ind  heart-burning  in  their  midst. 
No  one  but  those  who  have  suffered  from  game 
and  rabbits  know  the  mischief  and  loss  they  in- 
flict, or  the  angry  feelings  they  daily  arouse." 

There  is,  perhaps,  some  hope  of  this 
matter  interesting  even  landowners  now, 
because  the  depression  among  the  ten- 
ants seems  to  have  spread  even  to  the 
landlords ;  and  we  hear  that  they  have 
many  farms  which  they  cannot  let,  or  for 
which,  in  order  to  secure  tenants,  they 
are,  at  any  rate,  obliged  to  accept  lower 
rents.  One  great  landlord,  says  the 
Commissioner  of  The  Norfolk  Netcs,  has 
now  5,000  acres  on  his  hands,  and  in 
every  case  game  is  the  cause.  An  estate 
of  6,600  acres,  of  which  4,000  are  on 
the  landlord's  hands,  was  lately  put  up 
for  sale  without  finding  a  purchaser.  Its 
prime  element  of  value  was  that  **  21,000 
head  of  game  had  been  killed  on  it  dur- 
ing the  year."  It  is  now  come  to  this — 
**  that  the  country  will  be  uncultivated, 
or  the  head  of  game  must  be  greatly 
diminished."  I  take  it,  Sir,  that  I  have 
now  made  my  first  point  that  the  Game 
Laws  are  potentially,  at  any  rat^,  a 
question  of  enormous  importance  in  the 
discussion  of  agricultural  distress. 

But  now,  what  are  these  Qame  Laws 
that  we  are  met  to  discuss  ?  A  number 
of  Gentlemen  in  this  House  speak  of 
them  as  thoueh  they  are  very  rational 
and  reasonable  laws,  and  say  that  if 
they  did  not  exist  now,  we  should  have 
to  do  our  best  to  create  them  at  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity.  That  is 
not  my  view,  and  I  will  venture  to  give 
the  House  my  explanation  of  what  I 
understand  them  to  be.  They  are  laws 
which  give  a  sanction  to  the  old  feudal 
principle  of  class  privilege  in  regard  to 
wild  animals,  permitting  them  to  be  used 
for  the  sport  of  one  class.  Of  course, 
their  effect  is  not  in  any  way  altered  be- 
cause the  feudal  is  not  the  only  principle 
now,  and  because  the  plutocracy  has 
come  in  to  share  the  privilege  of  the 
landed  interest.  I  am  not  aware  that 
the  new  landlords  are  likely  to  be  any 
more  careful  of  the  interests  of  the 
farmers,  or  of  the  labourers,  than  the 

Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor 


previous  landlords  were  in  old  times. 
Blackstone  says,  and  I  cannot  do  better 
than  quote  his  words — 

**  From  this  root  (the  Forest  Ijaws)  Ib  Bpnmg 
a  bastard  habit,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Game  Law ;  both  alike  were  founded  upon  the 
same  unreasonable  notions  of  property  in  wild 
creatures,  and  both  were  productive  of  the  ssoie 
tyranny  to  the  commons. 

But  the  matter  is  worse  than  this ;  these 
wild  animals  belong  to  the  community, 
they  belong  to  the  people  of  the  coimtiy. 
Blackstone  again  upon  this  point 


'^  It  is  indisputable  that  the  wild  denizens  of 
the  field  marsh  and  forest,  known  to  lawyers 
imder  the  name  of  Fera  natura^  are  the  o(xd- 
mon  property  of  men,  be  their  degree  what  it 
may." 

The  wild  land  of  the  country,  and  the 
wild  animals  of  the  Goantxy,  belosff 
alike  to  the  whole  of  the  community,  and 
if  legislated  for,  can  only  be  l^;i8lated 
for  in  the  interests  of  the  whole  of  the 
community.  The  peasant  has  just  as 
much  right  as  the  thxke  to  hunt  and  kill 
and  eat  the  wild  animals  of  the  ooimtzy, 
always  provided  he  does  no  damage 
to  the  land  on  which  they  are  killed. 

But,  then,  this  leads  me  to  a  more 
serious  charge ;  and  I  declare  that,  in  my 
opinion,  I  do  not  in  the  least  exaggerate 
when  I  say  that  the  Game  Laws  are  a 
permanent  statutory  violation  of  the 
Common  Law  of  the  land,  of  common 
justice,  and  of  common  honesty.  They 
enable  the  landlord  to  say  to  the  farmer 
— **  There  is  land  which  1  let  you  at  a 
certain  rent  under  certain  corenants; 
but  between  the  lines  you  must  read  this 
— that  when  you  have  your  stock,  your 
cattle,  your  bullocks,  and  your  sheep,  or 
whatever  else  you  may  choose,  on  the 
land — ^that  then  another  stock  is  to  come 
upon  it  in  indefinite  quantities  at  my 
pleasure,  and  the  hares  and  rabbits,  ver- 
min to  the  farmers,  shall  be  placed  on 
the  land  as  I  choose;  and  uiat  there 
shall  be  only  this  peculiarity  in  this 
kind  of  property — that  ^on  shall  pay  fbr 
them  while  they  remain  mine.*^  The 
landlord  says  to  the  labourer — ^rnnch  sa 
other  game  preservers  said  800  yec»ago 
when  they  made  the  New  Forest — "  Oor 
pleasure  is  sport,  cost  what  it  may  to 
the  country  ;  and  we  will  retain  ovr 
amusement  by  the  power  we  have  in  the 
Legislature." 

What  some  landlords  think  of  these 
laws  I  will  show  by  a  veiy  few  words 
from  a  landowner  who  is  not  ashamed 
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to  oare  for  his  peasantry — a  statesman 
who  is  not  ashamed  to  denounce  abuses. 
The  Marquess  of  Ailesbury,  speaking 
at  the  Savemake  rent  audit  recently, 
said — 

"  The  peasant  comes  home  to  his  cottage,  and 
there  is  hardly  enough  to  make  a  dinner  for  his 
wife  and  children ;  over  the  next  hedge  are  a 
lot  of  half-tamed  pheasants,  and  the  temptation 
is  too  much  for  the  hungry  man,  and  he  com- 
mits an  offence  which  those  wicked  layrs  con. 
stitute  a  crime,  for  which  he  is  to  he  sent  to 
prison.  How  can  any  just  man  attempt  to  de- 
fend such  lawsP  H^  did  not  often  sit  on  a 
bench  of  magistrates  ;  but  whenever  he  had 
done  so,  and  poaching  cases  had  come  before 
him,  he  had  always  treated  them  with  the  utmost 
leniency  possihle,  hecause  he  felt  the  glaring 
injustice  of  the  laws  he  was  compelled  to  ad- 
nunister." 

But  this  is  approaching  a  word  which 
IB  Tery  dreadful  under  ordinary  circum- 
■tanoes,  and  which,  when  it  comes  of  the 
people,  and  is  used  of  the  property  of 
ihe  rich,  goes  under  the  ugly  name  of 
confiscation.  You  may  say,  how  can  it 
be  confiscation  when  it  is  according  to 
law  ?  But  there  may  be  such  a  thing  as 
leml  confiscation. 

Let  me  give  an  illustration.  There 
are  land  reformers  going  about  the 
country,  one  of  whose  proposals,  and 
one  which  is  approved  by  large  numbers 
of  the  population,  is  Uiat  the  people 
should  resume  the  land  —  that  there 
should  be  no  absolute  fee-simple  pro- 
perty in  land.  I  say,  if  that  measure 
were  carried  into  efiect  without  compen- 
sation to  the  landowners,  that  such  an 
•ct  of  injustice  and  confiscation  would 
be  committed  as  was  scarcely  ever  be- 
fore known  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
But  I  will  not  admit  that  it  is  better 
when  the  property  of  the  poor  is  taken 
for  the  benefit  of  the  rich.  It  is  then 
Socialism  turned  topsy-turvy,  and  not 
improved  by  the  process.  What  is  the 
difference  f  The  Socialist  would,  by 
artificial  legislation,  take  from  the  rich 
for  the  supposed  benefit  of  the  poor. 
Your  Game  Law  system,  under  equally 
artificial  legislation,  takes  from  the  poor 
for  the  pleasure  and  amusement  of  tho 
rich.  These  Game  Laws  that  we  main- 
tain so  snugly  have,  indeed,  nothing 
like  them  in  the  civilized  world.  France 
and  Germany  have  equalled,  if  not  sur- 
passed, us,  in  the  infamy  of  their  Game 
JjSWS  ;  but  the  Eevolution  of  1 789  put  a 
stop  to  them  in  France,  and  the  He  volu- 
tion of  1848  ended  them  in  Germany. 


I  know  it  is  said  that  there  are  Game 
Laws  all  over  the  world,  and  the  Be- 

gorts  of  certain  Consuls  and  Envoys 
ave  been  published,  in  order  to  show 
that  to  be  the  fact ;  but  I  maintain  that 
anyone  who  reads  those  Beports  fairly 
will  see  that  there  is  none  of  them  to 
compare  in  severity  or  atrocity  with  the 
Game  Laws  in  existence  in  tni^s  country. 
Becollect  that  many  elements  must  be 
taken  into  consideration;  and  I  say,  tak- 
ing all  those  thines  into  account,  there  is 
not  a  country  in  the  world  disgraced  by  a 
Game  Law  system  such  as  ours.  I  shall 
be  told  there  is  a  Game  Law  in  America. 
My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South 
Norfolk,  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  South  Leicestershire  (Mr.  Pell),  have 
come  back  from  that  country,  with  a 
wondrous  story  that  Bepublican  America 
has  a  Game  Law  system.  I  have  heard 
my  hon.  Friends  spoken  of  for  this  as- 
sertion as  **  the  Linoconts  Abroad."  I 
do  not  think  this  is  quite  a  true  joke, 
and  I  think  they  rely  too  much  on  our 
innocence  at  home.  I  suppose  my  hon. 
Friends  have  got  a  catalogue  ratsonni  of 
the  dreadful  deeds  done  there  in  America. 
But  have  they  found  there  such  a  thing 
as  farmers  imprisoned  and  subjected  to 
hard  labour  for  snarincr  a  rabbit  outside 
their  own  hedges,  or  a  ust  of  criminals  to 
compare  with  the  10,659  criminals  made 
in  one  year  by  our  Game  Laws  here  ?  It  is 
not  a  very  easy  thing  to  speak  of  a  Game 
Law  system  in  America,  where  every 
State  makes  its  own  laws ;  but,  never- 
theless, bold  as  it  seems,  I  will  challenge 
my  hon.  Friends,  and  I  will  assert  that 
there  is  no  Game  Law  from  one  end  of 
the  United  States  to  another,  in  the 
sense  in  which  we  use  the  term,  or  in 
which  it  has  any  meanine  at  all.  It  is 
quite  true  that  the  Americans  preserve 
all  the  wild  animals  of  the  country  as 
we  do,  quite  apart  from  our  Game  Xiaws ; 
that  thoy  have  laws  and  systems  by 
which  they  protect  the  "^hole/era  natura 
of  the  country;  and  that  they  are  pa- 
triotic enough  to  care  for  picturesqueness. 
and  for  scientific  discovery.  But  that  is 
not  a  Game  Law.  It  is  true  they  pre- 
serve blackbirds,  sparrows,  and  other 
birds ;  but  that  is  not  a  Game  Law  either. 
When  the  late  lamented  Mr.  Motley  was 
here  from  America  as  their  Minister  ho 
took  great  interest  in  this  question  ;  and 
I  got  a  letter  from  him,  four  lines  of 
which  I  will  read,  with  the  permission 
of  the   House.     After   describing  their 
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laws  with  regard  to  wild  animals,  he 
says — 

"  Practically,  however,  this  legislation  is  in 
the  interest,  not  of  an  aristocratic  class — for 
there  is  none  in  the  United  States — but  of  the 
farmers  and  labourers,  who  own  the  land,  and 
who  do  not  object  to  its  being  shot  over,  except 
when  the  trespasser,  by  so  doing,  damages  grow- 
ing or  standing  crops.  Our  Game  Laws  are  not 
aristocratic,  but  democratic  or  scientific." 

I  can  tell  my  hon.  Friend  and  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  that  amongst  the  things 
which  astonish  educated  Americans  when 
they  come  here — for  many  of  them  have 
told  me  so  themselves — is  the  theory  and 
practice  of  our  Game  Laws.  They  can- 
not understand  that  there  should  be  a 
class  in  England  that  seeks  to  maintain 
them,  and,  worse  still,  a  population  that 
will  endure  them.  That  to  them  is  one 
of  the  most  astounding  things  they  meet 
anywhere. 

As  regards  the  question  of  the  extent 
of  the  traffic  in  game,  I  had  a  curious 
illustration  in  a  circtdar  sent  me  the  other 
day.  It  appears  that  large  profits  are 
made  by  the  letting  of  land  for  game, 
and  this  circular  comes  from  a  shooting 
agency  in  Fleet  Street.  I  am  told  that 
there  are  others,  and  that  this  gentle- 
man is  by  no  means  one  of  the  largest, 
yet  he  has  for  patrons  two  Dukes,  six 
Earls,  four  Lords,  ten  Baronets,  plenty 
of  esquires — and  all  Scotch  proprietors. 
The  shooting  he  ofifers — and  he  is  by  no 
means  the  largest  agent — amounts  to 
nearly  1,000,000  square  acres  sacrificed 
to  game.  Some  of  the  conditions  of 
which  he  speaks  in  regard  to  the  various 
properties  are  instructive  and  amusing. 
Mr.  So  and  so 

<'  will  send  his  list  post  free  to  a  carefully- 
selected  list  of  gentlemen,  numbering  several 
thousands,  and  embracing  most  of  the  aristo- 
cracy, the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  the  leading  professional  and  mercantile  men 
over  the  Kingdom." 

These  are  the  notes  in  which  he  de- 
scribes the  various  properties  he  has  to 
let:— 

(Ko.  1)  "  Securely  fenced  off  from  sheep." 
(No.  2)  "  Facilities  would  be  afforded  by  the 
proprietor  for  gradually  removing  the  present 
sheep  stock."  (No.  3)  **  Episcopal  church  on 
the  propertjr,  where  a  clcrg^yman  generally  offi- 
ciates—-durmg  the  sporting  mon&s."  (No.  4) 
"  The  forest  is  amply  stocked  with  deer,  having 
been  cleared  of  sheep  for  40  years.  It  is  stipu- 
lated that  no  sheep  shall  be  kept  on  the  ground 
by  the  lessee.  The  proprietor  reserves  power 
to  destroy  hares  and  rabbits  for  the  protection 
of  his  young  plantations." 

Mr,  P.  A.  Taylor 


\LaughUTr^  Yes,  of  course,  he  would 
destroy  the  hares  and  rabbits  to  protect 
his  young  plantations.  If  he  were  as 
ready  to  destroy  them  to  protect  the 
crops  of  his  farmers,  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  would  have  more  right  to  cheer. 

(No.  6)  "  The  lands,  as  a  whole,  woiild  fonn 
an  excellent  deer  forest,  being  in  the  imme* 
diate  neighbourhood  of  lower  cleared  lauad." 

Oh,  happy  farmers !  who  enjoy  the  lower 
cleared  lands  where  this  deer  forest  is 
to  be  created. 

(No.  6)  ''No  keepers  required,  as  estate  ii 
surrounded  by  carefully  preserved  lands.*' 

Does  it  not  strike  hon.  Members  that 
this  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  illus- 
trations that  could  possibly  be  made  by 
the  statement  that  in  politics,  as  in  other 
things,  extremes  meet  ? 

Here  we  have,  in  this  little  island  of 
ours,  from  the  effects  of  what  you  maj 
call  over-civilization,  from  the  enozmoiu 
accumulation  of  weidth,  from  our  rnanu* 
f actures,  from  the  monopoly  of  land,  and 
from  various  other  things,  precisely  those 
evils  re-produced   that    hitherto   have 
only  been  supposed  to  exist  in  Ihe  wfldest 
and  most  desolate  regions,  and  amongst 
the  most  savage  barbarians.     When  we 
see  accounts  of  the  Bed  Indian  driven 
back  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  in  America- 
back  from  the  lands  that  his  forefathers 
owned,  back  and  still  farther  back — we 
pity  him,  for  it  is  all  that  we  can  do. 
We  recognize,  as  a  fatality  of  history, 
that  the  savage  must  pass  away  before 
the  Anglo-Saxon  and  civilization.  Agri- 
culture has  to  be  spread ;  oifcies  have  to 
be  founded ;  arts  and  sciences  follow  in 
their    wake ;    and    how  can   the    Bed 
Indian  live  with  them?     He  reqnires 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  oi  acres 
of  prairie  for  his  buffaloes  to  roam ;  he 
needs  a  trackless   forest  for  the  wild 
animals  on  which  he  lives,  and  by  whose 
skin  he  is  clothed ;  he  requires  for  hii 
own  wants  what  would  provide  for  10,000 
men,   and  so  he  must  pass  from  the 
world.   But  what  shall  we  sav,  when  we 
come  to  our  own  little  island  swanning 
with  humanity  as  ants  swarm  in  an  aat 
hill,  and  find  that  here  we  have  a  system 
which  is  incompatible  with  the  existence 
of  the  Bed  Indian  in  America  aotaaUy 
growing  up  on  our  own  shores?    Es- 
tates,   parishes,    divisions  —  yes,    even 
counties  in  Scotland — are  being  sacri* 
ficed  to  this  passion.    These  game-pie- 
serving  magnates  are  as  much  oat  of 


as  the 
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their  place— nay,  far  more  out  of  it—  to  propose  ?  The  A^icultural  Coramis- 
than  the  Red  Indian  in  the  back  woods  sioner  of  The  Daily  News  says,  again— 
of  America.  They  are  in  a  false  posi- 
tion, and,  for  the  sake  of  themselves  and  . "  I,^?^^  o^  o»o  c^o  in  which  a  field  of  tur- 
4>v^:.  ^^..»4.«,  4."u^  jx.  J.  nips,  lying  far  away  from  any  other  roots,  waa 
their  Country  the  sooner  they  come  out  wholly  coneumed  by  flocks  of  hares,  insomuch 
or  It  the  better,  for  the  people  will  not  that  the  tenant,  in  an  ironical  mood,  wrote  this 
long^  permit  such  an  anomaly — such  an  note  to  the  landlord : — *  Please  send  a  load  of 
injustice— even   though    wooed    by  the  turnips  or  the  hares  will  starve/  " 

Biren  strain  of  that  well-known  couplet,  At  a  lecture  given  in   Sussex,   at  the 

which  I  wiU  venture  sbghtly  to  para-  Botiey  Farmers'  Qub,  on  ''Hindrances 

phrase,  and  say—  to  Agricultural  Progress,"  one  gentle- 

**  Let  wealth  and  learning,  laws  and  com-  man  said— 
mei^ce  die 

But  leave  is  still  our  game  monopoly."  .  "  ^^^"^^  ^^,  ^®  ^,^  ^^^l'*  *^»*  *5®  lo««  ^7  fi^?.® 

°  *^    ''  of  agricultural  produce,  irrespective  of  impedi- 

Now,    Sir,   as  to  the  question  of  the  ments  to  the  cultivation,  is  enormous.    It  is  not 

damage 

course, 

I  am  no     _ 

tained  from  agricultural  authorities  what        ^  .  ,  ...         ^ 

they  think  it  to  be,  and  it  appears  from  .  ^^*  P®^P^®  say  that,  so  far 

their  statement  that  the  damage  is  so  f?"^?J,^«  concerned,  he  has  compensa- 

enormous  as  to  be  positively  incalculable,  tion  if  he  can  prove  damage.     Well,  m 

Mr.  Wright,  a  valuer  in  the  county  of  ^^^  first  place,  I  must  premise  that  this 

which  I  have  the  honour  to  represent  the  ,^  ^?*  f^^^l^^  question   between  the 

chief  town-Leicestershire-says  that  he  landlord  and  the  farmer     Even  suppos- 

allowed  between  £800  and  £900  to  one  i?^  *^**  ^^®  ^^™®^  ^??  ^®  satisfied  with 

tenant,  and  that  on  some  parts  of  the  ^^^  compensation  which    he    receives, 

land  the  allowance  was  £12  to  £13  an  *^®  ooiintTj  and  the  labourer  would  stiU 

acre.     Mr.  Hewitt,  at  the  Sussex  Cham-  remain  to  be  reckoned  with.     But  every- 

ber  of   Agriculture,   said,    as    regards  ^^^  ^]^^  ^f  ^J^\  «*^d^«^  ^^?  ^*"«' 

rabbits  that knows  tor  a  fact  that  compensation  to  the 

'  farmer  for  loss  by  game  is  simply  a 

''Lastyearhemadeavaluation  of  a  certain  gj^am.     Mr.  Gray,   of  Dilston,  declared 

farm  of  the  damage  done  hy  rahhits.    Ho  put  .i,„.    i  ^  ««„^«  i^™  «    r  a.  x,  ^p 

itdown,and^vW^conflrmedrin  his  opinion  by  that  he  never  knew  a  farmer  get  half 

others,  at  £25  per  day.    These  rabbits  entirely  what  he  was  entitled  to  ;  and  a  farmer 

destroyed  the  crops,  and  the  farmer  had  to  must  be  a  very  prosperous  man  if  he  can 

plough  up  his  fields."  bear  to  venture  into  the  Law   Courts 

With  regard  to  the  damage  done  to  against  his  landlord.     Here  is  what  hap- 

agriculture  by  hares,  the  Agricultural  P®^®^  ^o  one  of  them. 
Gommissioner  of  27ie  Daily  News  in  Lin-        "  The  owner  of  the  estate  lived  far  away,  and 

OOlnshire  says ^^^  shooting  got  into  the  hands  of  a  lot  of  law- 

•^  .  vers,  who  soon  had  it  filled  with  ground  game. 

"  Game  depredation  means  that  anywhere  in  in  one  case  a  tenant  was  noted  for  his  trim, 
the  neighbourhood  of  coverts  you  get  three  well-kept  hedges— thoy  were  like  garden  fences. 
quarters  of  barley  per  acre  instead  of  five.  Your  These  were  all  pulled  up  by  the  game  prc- 
wheats  are  damaged  by  hares  and  rabbits  in  a  servers,  and  stuck  into  the  ground  to  prevent 
way  which  makes  the  estimation  of  damage  rather  poaching  by  nets.  Sheep  grazing  in  the  field 
difficult.  Hiding  past  a  crop  you  might  think  got  the  thorns  fast  in  their  wool,  and  they  bo- 
lt level  and  upstanding ;  but  go  into  it,  and  you  came  almost  wild  with  the  annoyance.  The 
find  innumerable  tracks  leading  to  vlots  which  farmer,  too,  was  ahnost  wild  x^-ith  the  damage 
are  eaten  down  and  thus  cleared  as  playgrounds,  done  to  his  growing  crops.  Ho  got  the  damage 
BabMts  nibble  the  roots  and  stems  of  young  yalued,and  sued  the  parties,  getting  a  satisfac- 
qoi^  and  destroy  scores  of  yards  together  of  tory  verdict ;  but  the  lawyers  took  the  case  to 
good  hedgerows,  in  addition  to  which  the  ^  higher  and  more  expensive  Court,  and  there 
ka^ert^  ruin  the  hedges  in  innumerable  places  the  original  verdict  was  reversed.  The  farmer 
in  digging  after  the  ferrets  when  catching  rab-  ^as  condemned  in  all  costs,  and  he  was  finan- 
"«•.  cially  ruined,  finishing  all  up  by  taking  poison.'  * 

Now,  my  hon.  Friends  the  Memhers  for  [Lauyhter,']    I  am  very  sorry  that  the 

South  Norfolk  and  South  Leicestershire  fact  of  a  farmer  being  driven  to  suicide 

most  be  able  to  correct  me  if  I  am  by  these  Game  Laws  should  be  a  matter 

wrong  in  all  this  ;  and  if  I  am  not,  I  for  laughter  amongst  hon.  Gentlemen  on 

want  to  know  what  alternative  they  have  the  opposite  Benches,  who,  I  thought, 
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removed,  so  oa  to  give  the  public  the 
beaefit  of  that  part  of  the  roadway  re- 
ferred to. 


Me.  W.  CAETWEIGHT  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afiairs,  If  he  can  give  any  information 
to  the  House  is  reference  to  the  reported 
suBpeasioa  of  negotiations  between  the 
Porte  and  Greece  for  a  rectification  of 
frontiers;  and,  if  he  will  state  when 
the  promised  Papers  relating  to  this 
matter  will  be  in  the  hands  of  Mem- 
bers? 

Mb.  BOTJRKE,  in  reply,  said,  that  the 
Foreign  Office  had  not  heard  that  the 
negotiations  in  question  had  been 
broken  off.  They  had  heard  that  fresh 
proposals  had  been  made  by  the  Turkish 
Government  to  the  Greek  Oovemment, 
but  did  not  know  what  the  details  were. 
He  hoped  the  Papers  would  be  in  the 
bands  of  hon.  Members  in  a  very  few 
days. 

SCOTCH  JUDICIAL  APPOINTMENTS- 
8HEBIFF  SUBSTITUTE  OF  KINROSS. 

Sra  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked 
the  Lord  Advocate,  If  he  will  arrange 
that  the  vacant  office  of  Sheriff  Substi- 
tute of  Kinross  shall  not  he  filled  up 
till  there  is  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing whether  the  jurisdictions  in  Fife  and 
Kinross  cannot  be  re-arranged,  so  as  to 
provide  better  for  placos  more  important 
than  Kinross  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Wat- 
son] :  Sir,  it  is  not  intended  to  fill  up 
the  vacant  office,  because  there  will  be 
no  difficulty  in  making  arrangements 
by  which  the  whole  judicial  work  of 
the  county,  which  is  a  small  one,  may 
be  efficiently  performed.  At  present, 
what  will  be  tne  best  arrangement  is 
a  matter  engaging  the  consideration 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
and  myself.  I  may  say  the  office  has 
been  vacant  upwards  of  a  month,  and  a 
great  many  parties  interested,  or  who 
conceive  themselves  to  be  so,  have  made 
representations  on  the  subject;  and  I 
would  suggest  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kirkcaldy  whether  he  would  not  hotter 
attain  the  object  he  seems  to  have  in 
view  by  asking  those  bodies  he  has  re- 
ferred to  in  the  Question  to  make  similar 
Mr.  Q*rtu-d  Jfotl 


representations,  instead  of  by  pattins  a 
Question  in  so  vague  a  form  as  he  has 
done.  Whilst  an  arrangement  cannot 
be  indefinitelpr  delayed,  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  receive  any  recommendatioiu 
tiiey  have  to  suggest  on  the  subject. 

THE  CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

Mh.  DILLWYN  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  Why  it  is  proposed  to 
take  Classes  11.  and  m.  of  the  Ciril 
Service  Estimates  before  Class  I  ? 

8nt  HENRY  8ELWIN-IBBETS0S 
in  reply,  said,  his  hon.  Friend  must 
know  very  well  that  No.  I,  vraa  very 
seldom  taken  first.  Perhaps  he  might 
even  say  that  it  was  the  invariable  mode 
to  proceed  in  the  order  in  ivhioh  he  had 
placed  the  Votes  on  the  Paper. 

POST  OFFICE  (MONEY  ORDEBS)  BILL 
Mb.  THOMSON  HANKET  uid,  he 
wished  to  put  a  Questioo  to  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Secretary  to  the  Treosiuy 
with  reference  to  a  statement  he  made 
yesterday  respecting  the  Post  Office 
(Money  Orders)  BilL  He  understood  the 
hon.  Baronet  to  say  that  he  hod  post- 
poned the  Bill  for  a  fortnight.  When  he 
brought  the  measure  forward,  would  he 
object  to  move  that  it  should  be  read  ■ 
second  time  pro  formd,  in  order  to  give 
an  opportunity  of  re-printing  the  Bill 
with  the  proposed  Amendmeata,  so  that 
it  might  be  made  intelli^ble  to  the 
public  ?  In  its  present  state,  he  wonld 
defy  anyono  to  understand  it. 

Sia  HENBT  8ELWIN-IBBETS0N, 
in  reply,  said,  be  was  a&tud  he 
could  not  comply  with  the  request  of  his 
hon.  Friend.  Last  night  he  plaoed  on 
the  Table  the  Amendments  wluoh  he  in- 
tended to  propose,  and  which  would  be 
printed  and  circulated  as  a  separate 
Paper.  After  the  Bill  bad  passed  tbe 
second  reading,  he  would  move  that  it 
should  be  re-committed  ^o  /ormd,  with 
a  view  to  its  being  re-printed  with  tha 


PBIVILEGE— (TOWEB  HIGH  LEVEL 
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OOKBIDERATIOIT  OF  OABB  OF  OHAXLIS 

^ESUOND  oRiaaau.. 
Oaso  eoniiiUred. 

Me.  SPENCER  WALPOLE :  Sir,  I 
hold  in  my  baud  a  Petition  from  Kr. 


Petition  of  Charles  Edmund  Ghissell 
presented,  and  read,  as  foUoweth  : — 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled. 

"  The  humble  Petition  of  Charles  Ed- 
mund Grissell,  of  Curzon  Street,  May 
Fair,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 

"  Sheweth— 
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Charles  Edmund  Grissell,  and  T  desire   Clerk  at  the  Table  shall  read  the  Peti- 
to  explain  the  circumstances  under  which    tion. 
I  undertook  to  present  it  to  the  House.        •»«•  a*  jf  j 

Two  days  before  the  commencement  of  ^''^^''''  ''^''''^  ^^• 
the  Session  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Qrissell,  in  which  he  asked  me  whether 
I  would  a^ee  to  present  a  Petition  for 
him  relating  to  his  case.  My  answer 
was  that  I  thought  it  would  be  better 
that  someone  who  was  not  a  Member  of 
the  Committee  to  which  the  question 
had  been  referred  should  present  the 
Petition  ;  but,  inasmuch  as  1  understood 
him  to  say  that  in  his  Petition  he  would 
express  great  regret  for  what  had  hap- 
pened and  would  submit  himself  com- 
pletely to  the  House,  I  said  I  would  so 
far  take  charge  of  the  Petition  as  to 
present  it.  At  the  same  time,  I  gave 
him  no  advice  relative  to  the  Petition, 
as  to  which  he  must  consult  his  own 
friends.  The  day  before  Parliament 
assembled  I  received  from  Mr.  Grissell 
a  Petition  which,  it  was  clear  to  my 
mind,  would  not  be  considered  by  the 
House  as  satisfactory  to  them,  and  I 
accordingly  wrote  to  Mr.  Grissell,  stat- 
ing that  the  offence  was  so  grave  a 
one  -—  much  more  than  a  mere  fault 
as  he  had  designated  it  —  that  my 
belief  was  that  the  House  would  not 
pass  by  the  matter  so  easily  as  he 
seemed  to  imagine,  and  I  was  per- 
fectly confident  the  House  would  expect 
him  to  make  a  much  more  complete 
submission  than  the  language  he  had 
used  in  the  Petition  appeared  to  me  to 
convey.  From  that  day  till  yesterday  I 
heard  nothing  from  Mr.  Grissell.  Yes- 
terday afternoon,  in  consequence,  I  sup- 
pose, of  a  Notice  appearing  upon  the 
Paper  referring  to  the  subject,  together 
witn  the  Motion  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  Grissell,  asking 
whether  I  would  grant  him  an  inter- 
yiew.  My  answer  was  that  it  appeared 
to  me  that  any  interview  would  be  use- 
less, inasmuch  as  I  could  say  no  more 
to  him  than  I  had  already  told  him  in 
writing,  and  that,  therefore,  I  must  de- 
cline to  see  him.  Since  yesterday,  and 
in  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  I  have  re- 
ceived a  Petition  which  I  think  is  fully 
respectful  to  the  House,  and,  as  I  read 
it,  completely  submissive  ;  and  I,  there- 
fore, feel  no  hesitation  whatever  in  pre- 
senting it  to  the  House  for  their  con- 
sideration.    I  will  now  move  that  the 


"  That  a  Select  Committee  of  your  honorable 
House  reported  in  August  last  that  your  Peti- 
tioner had  committed  a  Breach  of  the  Privilege 
of  your  honorable  House. 

"  That  your  Petitioner  vas  thereupon  ordered 
to  attend  at  the  Bar  of  your  honorable  House, 
but  that  he  had  previously  been  obliged  to  leave 
London  in  accordance  wiUi  tiie  direction  of  his 
medical  adviser. 

"  That  on  his  return  he  was  arrested  in  virtue 
of  a  Warrant  issued  by  your  honorable  Speaker, 
and  was  committed  to  Her  Majesty's  gaol  of 
Newgate. 

"That  your  Petitioner  deeply  deplores  the 
grave  offence  of  which  he  was  aajudged  guilty, 
and  desires  to  tender  his  humble  apology  and 
the  expression  of  his  sincere  regret  to  your 
honorable  House. 

"  That  your  Petitioner  desires  to  make  the 

fullest  submission  and  to  throw  himself  upon  the 

merciful  consideration  of  your  honorable  House. 

"  Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays 

that  your  honorable  House  will  be 

pleased    to  accept    of   his   humble 

apology  and  the  expression  of   his 

deep  regret  for  his  grave  offence. 

"  And  your  Petitioner  will  ever  pray. 
"Chablbb  E.  Gbissell." 

The  OHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Sir,  there  one  or  two  observa- 
tions which  naturally  occur  to  one  in 
hearing  the  Petition  which  has  just  been 
read.  In  the  first  place,  it  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  more  satisfactory  if  that 
Petition  had  been  presented  by  Mr. 
Grissell  on  the  first  re-assembling  of 
Parliament.  He  might  then  have  seen 
the  gravity  of  the  offence  which  he  oom- 
mitted  last  Session  ;  and  it  would  have 
been  more  satisfactory  if  he  had,  on  his 
own  '  motion,  submitted  himself  and 
apologized  to  the  House.  Of  course, 
another  observation  that  might  be  made 
on  the  Petition  itself  is,  Mr.  Grissell 
scarcely  sets  out  in  fuU  the  nature  or 
extent  of  the  offence  which  he  committed 
in  disregarding  the  authority  of  the 
llouso.  He  speaks  of  a  summons  having 
been  sent  to  him  in  August  last ;  but, 
in  point  of  fact,  it  was  on  the  22nd  of 
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July  that  Mr.  Grissell  was  ordered  to 
attend  the  House  on  the  following  day, 
the  23rd.  On  the  23rd  of  July,  how- 
ever, the  Serjeant  at  Arms  reported  that 
Mr.  Grissell  was  not  in  attendance,  and 
he  read  a  telegraphic  message,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Grissell  was 
at  Boulogne.  Mr,  Speaker  thereupon 
issued  a  Warrant  for  his  apprehension, 
and  on  the  13th  of  August  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms  reported  that  he  had  taken  Mr. 
Grissell  into  custody.  On  the  14th  of 
August  the  House  committed  Mr.  Grissell 
to  Newgate  for  evading  the  execution  of 
Mr.  Speaker's  Warrant,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  Parliament  was  prorogued 
and  he  was  discharged.  The  Petition, 
in  setting  forth  the  nature  of  the  case, 
does  not  show  really  what  the  full  cir- 
cumstances were.  I  do  not  believe  the 
House  will  feel  any  desire  to  be  vindic- 
tive in  such  a  matter  ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  think  it  right  that  notice  should 
be  taken  of  this  grave  Breach  of  the 
Privileges  of  the  House,  and  I  will  move 
the  following  Hesolution : — 

''That  Charles  Edmund  Grissell,  having 
evaded  punishment  for  his  ofifences  against  the 
Privileges  of  this  House  until  the  close  of  the 
last  Session,  be  sent  for  in  the  custody  of  the 
Serjeant  at  Arms  attendingthis  House,  and  that 
Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  Warrant  accordingly ; 
and  that  he  be  reprimanded,  at  the  Bar,  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  for  his  contempt  of  this  House." 

Mr.  W.  E.  FOESTEE  :  Sir,  I  do  not 
think  the  House  will  desire  now  to  dis- 
cuss what  further  steps  should  be  taken 
with  regard  to  Mr.  Ghrissell ;  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  course  proposed  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is,  at  all 
events,  the  first  step  which  should  be 
taken,  and,  therefore,  I  beg  to  second 
the  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**  That  Charles  Edmund  Grissell,  having 
evaded  punishment  for  his  offences  against  the 
Privileges  of  this  House  until  the  close  of  the 
last  Session,  be  sent  for  in  the  custody  of  the 
Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this  House,  and  that 
Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  Warrant  accordingly ; 
and  that  he  be  reprimanded,  at  the  Bar,  by  J^Ir. 
Speaker,  for  his  contempt  of  this  House.'* — {Mr, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

Mb.  C.  BECKETT-DENISON  said, 
it  was  very  difficult  for  a  private  Mem- 
ber to  offer  an  opinion  of  his  own  on  such 
a  delicate  question  as  this  after  the 
Leader  of  the  House  had  spoken ;  but 
as  two  pointa  were  combined  in  the 
same  Hesolution,  he  must  say  he  ox- 

27ie  Chancellor  of  th$  JExcheqiw 


pected  that  Mr.  Gbissell  would  have 
made  his  appearance  at  the  Bar  of 
the  House  before  any  Resolution  was 
come  to  as  to  what  should  be  done 
to  him.  Although  he  cordially  agreed 
with  the  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer 
that  no  hon.  Member  of  the  Honse 
would  wish  to  appear  vindictive  in  soch 
a  case,  yet  he  could  not  help  remember- 
ing that  another  gentleman,  Mr.  John 
Sandilands  Ward,  remained  in  costodj 
for  the  space  of  10  days ;  and  it  was  not 
until  he  had  made  ample  submission  that 
he  was,  m)on  a  me£cal  certificate,  re- 
leased. He  had  pointed  out  at  the  time 
that  there  was  a  great  danger  of  the 
lesser  offender  meeting  with  the  severer 
punishment ;  and  he  feared  that  that 
would  be  the  residt  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Hesolution.  He  should  have  been 
glad,  therefore,  if  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer's  Hesolution  had  confined 
itself  to  commanding  Mr.  Ghissell's  pre- 
sence at  the  Bar  of  uie  House. 

Mb.  HYLANDS  said,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  Motion  of  the  rig^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Ghancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer was  a  proposal  which,  if  it  meant 
anything,  meant  that  Mr.  Grissell,  if  he 
would  now  allow  himself  to  be  taken  into 
the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms, 
and  brought  to  the  Bar  of  the  Hooae, 
would  be  let  off  with  a  reprimand  by 
Mr.  Speaker.  He  (Mr.  HyLaLnds)  could 
not  think  that  was  bv  any  zneans  a 
course  which  it  was  desirable  to  porsne. 
He  ventured  to  remind  theLeader  of  the 
House  that  Mr.  Grissell  treated  the 
House  last  Session  with  the  greatest  con- 
tempt, and  that  he  had  added  to  the 
offence  by  keeping  out  of  the  way,  only 
delivering  himself  up  at  the  very  end 
of  the  Session.  Indeed,  he  tomea  the 
whole  proceedings  into  a  farce.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  proper  coarse 
would  be  to  pass  a  Hesolution  that  Mr. 
Speaker  issue  his  Warrant  for  Mr. 
Grissell's  apprehension,  and  when  he 
was  in  their  custody — the  House  not 
having  made  any  terms  with  him— they 
could  then  decide  what  should  be  done 
with  him .  [  Cheer 9,  and  cries  of  *  *  Move ! "] 
He  had  not  wished  to  move  an  Amend- 
ment ;  but  as  it  seemed  the  feeling  of  the 
House,  he  would  movp  that  there  be 
omitted  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer's Hesolution  the  foUowing 
words  : — **  And  that  he  be  reprimanded, 
at  the  Bar,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  for  his  con- 
tempt of  this  House. 


167      Pr%v%l0ge^Tower  Etgh      (March  2,  1880J    Level  Bridge  {MetropolU).    168 

quer  would  the  proper  course  to  take 
**  in  the  first  instance."  But  if  the  Mo- 
tion were  carried  as  it  at  present  stood, 
the  House  would  feel  itself  bound  in 
honour  to  go  no  further,  when  Mr. 
Grissell  appeared  at  the  Bar,  than  to  re- 
primand nim.  He  (Mr.  Evans)  very 
much  questioned  whether  that  was  a 
sufficient  punishment.  He  hoped  no  one 
would  befieve  him  likely  to  be  actuated 
by  vindictive  feeling;  but  Mr.  Grissell 
had  set  the  authority  of  the  House  com- 
pletely at  defiance,  and  had  acted  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  make  the  action  of  the 
House  ridiculous  to  the  outside  world. 
That  deserved  more  than  a  reprimand. 
They  should  bring  him  to  the  Bar,  hear 
what  he  had  to  say,  and  then,  after 
proper  deliberation,  they  could  decide 
upon  what  punishment  they  should  in- 
flict. 

Mb.  BEEESFORD  HOPE  sincerely 
trusted  the  House  would  adopt  the 
Amendment.  How  should  they  stand 
if  the  Motion  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
in  his  goodness  and  kindness  of  heart 
proposed,  were  to  pass  as  it  stood  ?  The 
lesser  offender,  Mr.  J.  Sandilands  Ward, 
had  been  substantially  punished — atleast, 
so  it  was  said ;  though  he  (Mr.  Beresford 
Hope)  did  not  think  the  punishment  had 
been  severe  enough — for  the  House,  in  a 
very  indulgent  mood,  making  allowance 
for  the  ticking  of  the  clock,  let  him  off 
sooner  than  it  perhaps  ought.  The  greater 
offender  was  now  before  them,  the  person 
named  in  the  Motion  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  What  was  his  offence  ? 
In  the  first  place,  as  the  Committee 
presided  over  by  his  right  hon.  Col- 
league had  found,  he  had  been  guiltv  of 
what  amounted  to  perjury  as  well  as 
contempt  of  the  House.  In  the  next 
place,  ahiitj  evasity  erupitj  and  went  to 
Boulogne.  When  the  Serjeant  at  Arms 
sent  a  messenger  after  him,  ho  found 
this  gentleman,  who  had  to  seek  the  sea 
air  under  a  doctor's  certificate,  seemingly 
in  good  health.  Anything  more  fla- 
grantly insolent  could  not  be  imagined. 
This  gentleman — or,  rather,  this  person 
— having  committed  the  grave  offence  of 
perjury,  in  the  most  impudent  manner, 
ran  off  to  Boulogne,  laughing  at  the 
House,  and  because  he  was  a  clever  ad- 
venturer, and  there  was  undoubtedly 
such  very  grotesque  elements  in  the 
case,  they  had  laughed  with  him,  and 
perhaps  laughed  a  little  too  much — and 


Sib  WILLIAM  FRASER :  I  second 
the  Amendment.  The  way  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  proposes  to  deal  with 
GrisseU  seems  to  me  altogether  inade- 
quate. I  would  remind  the  House  that 
both  Grissell  and  Ward  have  committed 
80  serious  a  Breach  of  the  Privileges 
of  the  House  as  can  be  conceived. 
They  stated  that  they  could  influence  a 
Committee  of  this  House  by  corruption. 
The  Select  Committee  that  inquired  into 
the  matter,  under  the  presidency  of 
the  rij?ht  hon.  Member  for  the  Univer- 
siW  of  Cambridge  (Mr.  Spencer  Wal- 
pole),  reported  that  they  had  been 
guilty  not  only  of  a  Breach  of  the  Privi- 
^ges  of  the  House,  but  also  of  perjury. 
One  of  the  delinquents  has  been  punished 
by  the  House ;  the  other  evaded  the 
Warrant  by  going  abroad,  making  no 
valid  excuse  as  to  his  health,  but  re- 
maining abroad  till  the  evening  of  the 
day  before  the  House  was  prorogued. 
He  then  gave  himself  up,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  nominal  punishment  of  one 
night  in  Newgate.  I  understood  from 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at  the 
end  of  the  last  Session  that  Grissell 
wa8  sent  to  Newgate  for  evading  the 
Warrant ;  and  that  that  punishment 
did  not  puree  him  of  the  contempt  of 
which  he  had  been  guilty.  This  is  not 
a  case  of  vindiotiveness,  but  of  just 
punishment:  if  ever  a  case  called  for 
punishment  it  is  this.  I  know  nothing 
about  these  men,  and  pray  I  never 
may.  Considering  them  as  A  and  B, 
they  merited  punishment.  Ghrissell  would 
not  feel  a  reprimand,  but  would  leave 
the  HouBe  saying  "You  could  not  pimish 
me;  or  you  dared  not.''  To  bring  a 
man  of  that  sort  to  the  Bar  of  the  House 
to  be  reprimanded  was  virtually  to  in- 
flict on  hmi  no  punishment  at  all. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
firomthe  word  ''accordingly''  to  the  end 
of  the  Question. — {Mr.  Rylands,) 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
jnoposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Qoestion." 

Mb.  EVANS  hoped  the  Amendment 
would  be  carried,  as  it  was  a  very  great 
improvement  on  the  original  proposal. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bradford  must,  he  (Mr.  Evans)  be- 
lieved, think  BO  too,  for  he  had  used  the 
words  that  the  course  proposed  to  be 
taken  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
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so  were  now  expected  to  leave  out  of 
account  how  lie  had  exposed  the  Pri- 
vileges and  Prerogatives  of  this  House 
to  the  contempt  of  all  the  world,  and 
particularly  ol  that  class  of  society  to 
which  he  himself  belonged.  Then,  at 
the  end  of  the  Session,  he  came  back  in 
order  to  undergo  the  feirce  of  a  few  hours 
in  Newgate.  Let  them  consider,  be- 
sides, the  history  of  the  Petition  sent  in 
at  the  very  last  minute,  and  the  higgling 
over  it.  The  whole  thing  was  impudent 
and  offensive ;  one  step  aggravated  an- 
other ;  one  thing  made  the  offender  less 
worthy  of  their  compassion  than  another. 
If  they  let  him  off  with  a  reprimand,  to 
which  he  would  listen  with  his  tongue 
in  his  cheek,  they  would  expose  the 
House  to  the  ridicule  and  petty  perse- 
cution of  all  other  men  whose  views  of 
business  morality  and  getting  on  in  the 
world  were  like  those  of  Mr.  Grissell. 

Mb.  DODSON  said,  that  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  done  him  the  honour  of  com- 
municating to  him  the  proposal  which  it 
was  intended  to  submit  to  the  House ; 
and  he  expressed,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, his  willingness  to  support  that 
Motion.  At  the  same  time,  he  appealed 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  in 
view  of  the  feeling  which  had  been 
strongly  manifested  on  both  sides,  he 
would  not  consent  to  modify  his  proposi- 
tion in  the  manner  suggested  ? 

Thb  CHANCELLOK  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  :  I  have  not  the  smallest  objec- 
tion to  take  the  course  which  has  been 
suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Dodson).  What  I  feel  on 
these  questions  is  that  it  is,  above  all 
things,  undesirable  to  outrun  the  sense 
of  the  House ;  and  I  therefore  certainly 
made  a  proposal  which  I  considered  to 
be  a  mild  one,  but  which  I  thought 
might,  at  all  events,  have  received  the 
assent  of  the  House.  I  did  so  after 
communication  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  and  other  hon.  Gentle- 
men whom  I  thought  it  right  to  commu- 
nicate with.  It  was  a  question  of  groat 
doubt  with  them  all  whether  the  pro- 
posal I  made  would  be  sufficient  to  meet 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.  It  is 
perfectly  evident,  from  the  feeling  of  the 
House,  that  it  would  not  be  sufficient ; 
and,  therefore,  I  have  no  objection  to 
consent  to  the  omission  of  the  words  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  Motion. 

Mr.  Bertiford  Hope 


Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Main  Question,  as  amended,  put. 

Ordered^  That  Charles  Edmond  GriaMll,  har- 
ing  evaded  poniBhrnent  for  hia  offences  againrt 
the  Privileges  of  this  Hoaae,  until  the  cIom  of 
the  last  Session,  be  sent  for  in  the  cnstodv  of 
the  Serjeant  at  Anns  attendingthia  House,  and 
that  Mr.  Speaker  do  iseae  hia  Wazrants  accord- 
ingly. 

MOTIONS. 


GAME  LAWS.— BESOLUnON. 

Mb.  p.  a.  TAYLOB*  in  riaing  to 

move — 

<*  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Honae,  the  eiiit- 
ing  Gkime  Law  Code,  maintained  for  the  pmpoiB 
of  preserving  certain  -wild  anitnala  for  tport,  ii 
unjust  to  the  fanner,  demoraHain^  to  the  b- 
bourer,  and  injurious  to  the  whole  oonunimitj, 
and  should  therefore  be  aboliahed," 

said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  sure  the  Home 
will  acquit  me  of  having  nndnlj  prowcd 
the  question  of  the  Game  Laws  upon 
their  attention,  considering  the  immjmii 
importance  which,  in  my  opinion,  at- 
taches to  them.  I  obBerre,  somewhit 
to  my  surprise,  that  it  is  as  much  as  nine 
years  since  I  last  introduced  the  qiut- 
tion  of  their  abolition.  Finding  on  tint 
occasion  that  I  met  with  but  small,  and 
that  not  increasing  support,  while  then 
also  appeared  but  little  desire  to  discmi 
the  question  at  all,  I  felt  that  I  shoold 
be  doing  less  good  by  wearying  tiM 
House  by  an  annual  Motion  on  the  sub- 
ject than  by  endeaTouring  to  act  oa 
public  opinion  in  the  country,  and  I  a&» 
cordingly  at  once  assisted  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Anti-Game  Law  Lieague.  I 
cannot  claim  full  credit  for  not  brinsnng 
on  the  question  during  the  presentl^sr- 
liamcnt,  seeing  that  for  the  last  two  or 
three  Sessions  I  have  only  been  pre- 
vented from  doing  so  by  ill-fortune  at 
the  ballot.  I  am  particularly  glad,  how* 
ever,  in  having  the  opportunity  of  dmog 
so  now — first,  because  it  is  extremely 
desirable  that  in  this  last  Session  of  aa 
expiring  Parliament  the  farmers,  as  well 
as  other  classes  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion, should  have  the  opportunity,  pve- 
viously  to  the  General  Election,  of  seeiiig 
by  the  Division  List  what  course  is  ti^ea 
by  their  Bepresentatives,  and  eepedally 
by  the  farmers'  friends  in  this  House- 
real  or  assumed.  There  is  another  reasoa 
why  it  is  especially  important  that  the 
question  should  now  be  mscussedi 
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*hat  for  the  laat  two  or  three  Tears  the 
ahadow  of  agricultural  diatreaa  has  again 
come  upon  all  parta  of  tlio  country.  We 
hear  on  every  side  of  bankrupt  farmers, 
of  lowered  production,  and  of  unaatis- 
faototy  prices.  We  have  heard  recently, 
Sir,  of  numerous  farms  being  to  let,  of 
diminished  production,  and  increased 
prices ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
be  desirable  that  we  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  discussing  in  this  House 
whether  this  question  which  I  have  to 
introduce  to  your  notice  to-night,  that  of 
the  Game  Laws,  is  or  is  not  an  important 
element  to  be  considered  in  the  question 
of  agricultural  distress.  I  am  not  going 
to  diBousB  agricultural  distress  this  even- 
ing ;  I  am  onl^  going<  at  present,  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  whether  the  Qame 
Laws  are  one  element  in  agricultural 
prosperity,  and  whether  they  are  a  po- 
f«ntial  element  in  the  question  of  agri- 
cultorat  distress.  I  will  afterwards  pro- 
ceed to  discuss  other  questions  to  which 
this  inquiry  may  lead. 

Now,  I  am  quite  aware,  so  far  as  I 
have  learned  the  views  of  the  farmers 
thtooghont  the  country,  and  so  far  ae 
tbej  must  be  disposed  to  speak  their 
▼iewB  through  the  various  agricultural 
aasociations,  that  they  do  not  seem  to 
make  a  very  strong  point  of  the  Qame 
Laws  in  respect  of  agricultural  distress. 

Perhaps  that  may  partly  proceed  from  i  "W"^''^'-^"  "'^"i ™."-v. -. 

what  my  hon.  Friend  tRe  Member  for  i  ^'  f'".^  -^r*'  7'">  '.»«  ^*  *®  S* 
South  l^rfolk  (Mr.  Clare  Bead)  thought  «o"°ty  «i  wl"eh  I  now  live,  Sussex.  He 
iportantiu  the  position  of  these  agri- 


"The  landlord  might  let  a  farm  at  shigh 
rent  eat  the  teDant  up  with  grouod  game,  and 
ruin  him,  and  vet  be  sure  of  every  Hixpenco  of 
hia  rent."— [3  Hantard,  ccv.  1372.] 

I  take  it  there  is  a  potentiality  in 
that  statement  very  serious  for  the 
fanners'  interests.  Another  rather  dis- 
tinguisbed  tenant  farmer,  Mr.  J.  Shep- 
hard,  who  gave  evidence  before  the 
Committee  in  I B73,  declared  that  "land- 
lords have  it  in  their  power  to  ruin  a 
tenant  simply  by  a  litUe  negligenoe  in 
respect  to  game."  Happy  farmers !  If 
they  have  a  malicious  landlord  they  can 
easily  be  ruined,  and  if  they  have  a 
negligent  one  they  are  pretty  sure  to  be. 
Again,  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Nor- 
folk says — 

"  In  a  great  nninbcr  of  cases  of  insolvent 
farmers  in  Norfolk,  their  ultimate  min  isat- 
tribat^lile  to  the  over  preserration  of  gajne." 

It  is  surely  hardly  necessary  for  me  to 
read  any  more  extracts  to  show  that 
there  is  a  potentiality  of  danger  to  the 
farmers  in  this  question  of  Uie  Qame 
Laws. 

Since  this  question  of  the  distress  of 
the  farmers  has  been  raised,  many 
organs  of  popular  opinion  throughout 
the  country  have  sent  Special  Commis- 
sioners down  to  inquire  into  the  subject; 
and  I  will  read  two  or  three  lines  from 

letter  of  the  Special  Commissioner  of 


cultural  associations,  that  it  was  quite 
unneoeoaary  for  farmers  to  form  them- 
aelvea  into  independent  bodies  and 
f^umers'  alliances — namely,  that  in  this 
agricultural  discussion  they  had  the 
euormous  advantage  of  being  under  the 
preddency  and  iu&uence  of  the  local 
landed  proprietor.  I  have  certainly  ob- 
served uiat  where  the  farmers  appi 
be   more  &ee    from   these   shack! 


"It  ii principally  of  liareB  nnd  rabbits  that 
the  gieateit  complaint  is  made,  and  by  many 
farmers  these  latter  are  classed  as  veimiii,  Uis 
,  where  they 
beyond  mea- 
[eUier  incom. 


I,  and  their  presence  bcii 
putiblo  with  even  decent  ci 

t  the  rabbits  and  hares  alone  which  are  so 
annoying,  for  if  the  winRcd  game  do  not  of 
themselves  commit  any  senous  injur;-,  the  keep- 
ing of  them  harbours  ruts,  and  wherever  phea- 
I  ftunta  are  fed,  there,  or  else  in  the    very   near 

that  partizan  interest,  they  have  spoken    rcighbourhood,  will  be  found  an  actumulatioa 

■'       ''  "  ' —'i.    The  destruction  of  those  pouts  is  made 

mo  more  difficult  by  the  thickness  and  frequenoy 
of  the  cover  afforded  by  the  hedgerows,  and  this 
ngiiin  is  a  cause  of  further  complaint,  besides  the 
fact  that  the  sijorting  landlord  docs  not  deem 
tho  dnmage  committed  by  rats  to  be  worthy  of 
acknowledgment  or  compensation.  The  indif- 
ferent cultivation  of  the  farms  in  this  neigh- 
linurhood  I  have  heard  generally  attributed  to 
tho  preservation  of  game." 

I  land  agent,  writing  to  The  Land 
AgenW  Record,  which    is,  I  believe,  a 
valuable  organ  to  all  persons  connected 
O 


out  with  considerably  more  force,  both  |  ^/ 
with  regard  to  the  Land  Laws  and  the 
Qaine  Laws.  I  will,  however,  first  pro- 
ceed, with  the  permission  of  tho  House, 
to  give  a  few  reasons  why  I  beheve  the 
<iame  Laws  are  a  very  active  element  in 
the  question  of  agricultural  distress. 

I  will  first  call  into  the  witness-box 
my  hon.  Friend  tho  Member  for  South  . 
Norfolk,  who,  on  opposing  my  Motion  i  ^g"' 
OB   this  subject  in   the  year  1871,    '         '"" 
cUrad  that — 
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with  the  purchase  or  transfer  of  land, 
Bays — 

**  The  relations  of  landlord  and  tenant  at  the 
present  time  are  peculiarly  interesting.  Never 
within  living  memory  have  snch  a  number  of 
notices  to  quit  been  given  by  tenant  farmers. 
Many  landlords  would  prefer  making  large  re- 
ductions in  rent  to  giving  up  the  game ;  but  if 
they  are  wise  they  will  not  retain  such  a  source 
of  annoyance  and  heart-burning  in  their  midst. 
No  one  but  those  who  have  suffered  from  game 
and  rabbits  know  the  mischief  and  loss  they  in- 
flict, or  the  angry  feelings  they  daily  arouse." 

There  is,  perhaps,  some  hope  of  this 
matter  interesting  even  landowners  now, 
because  the  depression  among  the  ten- 
ants seems  to  have  spread  even  to  the 
landlords ;  and  we  hear  that  they  have 
many  farms  which  they  cannot  let,  or  for 
which,  in  order  to  secure  tenants,  they 
are,  at  any  rate,  obliged  to  accept  lower 
rents.  One  great  landlord,  says  the 
Commissioner  of  The  Norfolk  Newi,  has 
now  5,000  acres  on  his  hands,  and  in 
every  case  game  is  the  cause.  An  estate 
of  6,600  acres,  of  which  4,000  are  on 
the  landlord's  hands,  was  lately  put  up 
for  sale  without  finding  a  purchaser.  Its 
prime  element  of  value  was  that  *'  21,000 
nead  of  game  had  been  killed  on  it  dur- 
ing the  year.*'  It  is  now  come  to  this — 
''  Siat  the  country  will  be  uncultivated, 
or  the  head  of  game  must  be  greatly 
diminished."  I  take  it,  Sir,  that  I  have 
now  made  my  first  point  that  the  Game 
Laws  are  potentially,  at  any  rate,  a 
question  of  enormous  importance  in  the 
discussion  of  agricultural  distress. 

But  now,  what  are  these  Game  Laws 
that  we  are  met  to  discuss  ?  A  number 
of  Gentlemen  in  this  House  speak  of 
them  as  though  they  are  very  rational 
and  reasonable  laws,  and  say  that  if 
they  did  not  exist  now,  we  should  have 
to  do  our  best  to  create  them  at  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity.  That  is 
not  my  view,  and  I  will  venture  to  give 
the  House  my  explanation  of  what  I 
understand  them  to  be.  They  are  laws 
which  ffive  a  sanction  to  the  old  feudal 
principle  of  class  privilege  in  regard  to 
wild  animals,  permitting  them  to  be  used 
for  the  sport  of  one  class.  Of  course, 
their  effect  is  not  in  any  way  altered  be- 
cause the  feudal  is  not  the  only  principle 
now,  and  because  the  plutocracy  has 
come  in  to  share  the  privilege  of  the 
landed  interest.  I  am  not  aware  that 
the  new  landlords  are  likely  to  be  any 
more  careful  of  the  interests  of  the 
farmers,  or  of  the  labourers,  than  the 
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previous  landlords  were  in  old  times. 
Blackstone  says,  and  I  cannot  do  better 
than  quote  his  words — 

"  From  this  root  (the  Forest  Laws)  is  spnmg 
a  bastard  habit,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Game  Law ;  both  alike  were  founded  upon  the 
same  unreasonable  notions  of  property  in  wild 
creatures,  and  both  were  productiTe  of  the  same 
tyranny  to  the  commons. 

But  the  matter  is  worse  than  this ;  these 
wild  animals  belong  to  the  communiij, 
they  belong  to  the  people  of  the  conntiy. 
Blackstone  again  upon  this  point 


*'  It  is  indisputable  that  the  wild  denizens  of 
the  field  marsh  and  forest,  known  to  lawyen 
under  the  name  of  Fer<B  natura,  are  the  ocm- 
mon  property  of  men,  be  their  degree  what  it 
may." 

The  wild  land  of  the  country,  and  the 
wild  animals  of  the  oount^,  belong 
alike  to  the  whole  of  the  community,  and 
if  legislated  for,  can  only  be  legialated 
for  in  the  interests  of  the  whole  of  the 
community.  The  peasant  has  just  as 
much  right  as  the  Duke  to  hunt  and  kill 
and  eat  the  wild  animals  of  the  coimtry, 
always  provided  he  does  no  damage 
to  the  land  on  which  they  are  killed. 

But,  then,  this  leads  me  to  a  more 
serious  charge ;  and  I  declare  that,  in  mj 
opinion,  I  do  not  in  the  least  exaggerate 
when  I  say  that  the  Game  Laws  are  a 
permanent  statutory  violation  of  the 
Common  Law  of  the  land,  of  common 
justice,  and  of  common  honesty.  They 
enable  the  landlord  to  say  to  the  farmer 
— **  There  is  land  which  1  let  you  at  a 
certain  rent  under  certain  covenants; 
but  between  the  lines  you  must  read  this 
— that  when  you  have  your  stock,  yonr 
cattle,  your  bullocks,  and  vour  sheep,  or 
whatever  else  you  may  choose,  on  the 
land — that  then  another  stock  is  to  oome 
upon  it  in  indefinite  quantities  at  my 
pleasure,  and  the  hares  and  rabbits,  ver^ 
min  to  the  farmers,  shall  be  placed  on 
the  land  as  I  choose;  and  mat  there 
shall  be  only  this  peculiarity  in  this 
kind  of  property — that  you  shall  pay  fen 
them  while  they  remain  mine.  Hie 
landlord  says  to  the  labourer — ^mnoh  as 
other  game  preservers  said  800  yeaisago 
when  they  made  the  New  Forest — "  Our 
pleasure  is  sport,  cost  what  it  may  to 
the  country ;  and  we  will  retain  our 
amusement  by  the  power  we  have  in  the 
Legislature." 

What  some  landlords  think  of  these 
laws  I  will  show  by  a  very  few  words 
from  a  landowner  who  is  not  ashanwd 
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to  oare  for  his  peasantry — a  statesman 
who  is  not  ashamed  to  denounce  abuses. 
The  Marquess  of  Ailesbury,  speaking 
at  the  Savemake  rent  audit  recently, 
said — 

"  The  peaBakZit  comes  home  to  his  cottage,  and 
there  is  hardly  enough  to  make  a  dinner  for  his 
wife  and  children ;  over  the  next  hedge  are  a 
lot  of  half-tamed  pheasants,  and  the  temptation 
is  too  much  for  the  hungry  man,  and  he  com- 
mits an  offence  which  those  wicked  la^s  con. 
stitute  a  crime,  for  which  he  is  to  he  sent  to 

?)rison.  How  can  axiy  just  man  attempt  to  de- 
end  such  laws?  H^  did  not  often  sit  on  a 
bench  of  magistrates ;  but  whenever  he  had 
done  so,  and  poaching  cases  had  come  before 
him,  he  had  always  treated  them  with  the  utmost 
leniency  possible,  because  he  felt  the  glaring 
injustice  of  the  laws  he  was  compelled  to  ad- 
Jnister."  ^ 

But  this  is  approaching  a  word  which 
is  Tery  dreadful  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, and  which,  when  it  comes  of  the 
people,  and  is  used  of  the  property  of 
the  rich,  goes  under  the  ugly  name  of 
confiscation.  You  may  say,  40W  can  it 
be  confiscation  when  it  is  according  to 
law  ?  But  there  may  be  such  a  thing  as 
leml  confiscation. 

iiCt  me  give  an  illustration.  There 
are  land  mormers  going  about  the 
country,  one  of  whose  proposals,  and 
one  which  is  approved  by  large  numbers 
of  the  population,  is  that  the  people 
should  resume  the  land  —  that  there 
should  be  no  absolute  fee-simple  pro- 
perty in  land.  I  say,  if  that  measure 
were  carried  into  efiect  without  compen- 
sation to  the  landowners,  that  such  an 
act  of  injustice  and  confiscation  would 
be  committed  as  was  scarcely  eyer  be- 
fore known  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
But  I  will  not  admit  that  it  is  better 
when  the  property  of  the  poor  is  taken 
for  the  benefit  of  the  rich.  It  is  then 
Socialism  turned  topsy-turvy,  and  not 
improved  by  the  process.  What  is  the 
dilferenoe  f  The  Socialist  would,  by 
artificial  legislation,  take  from  the  rich 
for  the  supposed  benefit  of  the  poor. 
Your  Game  Law  system,  under  equally 
artificial  legislation,  takes  from  the  poor 
for  the  pleasure  and  amusement  of  the 
rich.  These  Game  Laws  that  we  main- 
tain so  snugly  have,  indeed,  nothing 
like  them  in  the  civilized  world.  France 
and  Germany  have  equalled,  if  not  sur- 
passed, us,  in  the  infamy  of  their  Game 
Laws;  but  the  Revolution  of  1789  put  a 
stop  to  them  in  France,  and  the  Hovolu- 
tioa  of  1848  ended  them  in  Germany. 


I  know  it  is  said  that  there  are  Game 
Laws  all  over  the  world,  and  the  He- 

Eorts  of  certain  Consuls  and  Envoys 
ave  been  published,  in  order  to  show 
that  to  be  the  fact ;  but  I  maintain  that 
anyone  who  reads  those  Keports  fairly 
will  see  that  there  is  none  of  them  to 
compare  in  severity  or  atrocity  with  the 
Game  Laws  in  existence  in  tni,s  country. 
Hecollect  that  many  elements  must  be 
taken  into  consideration;  and  I  say,  tak- 
ing all  those  things  into  account,  there  is 
not  a  country  in  the  world  disgraced  by  a 
Game  Law  system  such  as  ours.  I  shall 
be  told  there  is  a  Game  Law  in  America. 
My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South 
Norfolk,  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  South  Leicestershire  (Mr.  Pell),  have 
come  back  from  that  country,  with  a 
wondrous  story  that  Hepublican  America 
has  a  Game  Law  system.  I  have  heard 
my  hon.  Friends  spoken  of  for  this  as- 
sertion as  ''  the  Innocents  Abroad."  I 
do  not  think  this  is  quite  a  true  joke, 
and  I  think  they  rely  too  much  on  our 
innocence  at  home.  I  suppose  my  hon. 
Friends  have  got  a  catalogue  raisonni  of 
the  dreadful  deeds  done  there  in  America. 
But  have  they  found  there  such  a  thing 
as  farmers  imprisoned  and  subjected  to 
hard  labour  for  snaring  a  rabbit  outside 
their  own  hedges,  or  a  ust  of  criminals  to 
compare  with  the  10,659  criminals  made 
in  one  year  by  our  Game  Laws  here  ?  It  is 
not  a  very  easy  thing  to  speak  of  a  Game 
Law  system  in  America,  where  every 
State  makes  its  own  laws ;  but,  never- 
theless, bold  as  it  seems,  I  will  challenge 
my  hon.  Friends,  and  I  will  assert  that 
there  is  no  Game  Law  from  one  end  of 
the  United  States  to  another,  in  the 
sense  in  which  we  use  the  term,  or  in 
which  it  has  any  meaning  at  all.  It  is 
quite  true  that  the  Americans  preserve 
all  the  wild  animals  of  the  country  as 
we  do,  quite  apart  from  our  Game  Laws  ; 
that  they  have  laws  and  systems  by 
which  they  protect  the  whole  ^r<c  natura 
of  the  country;  and  that  they  are  pa- 
triotic enough  to  care  for  picturesqueness. 
and  for  scientific  discovery.  But  that  is 
not  a  Game  Law.  It  is  true  they  pre- 
serve blackbirds,  sparrows,  and  other 
birds ;  but  that  is  not  a  Game  Law  either. 
When  the  late  lamented  Mr.  Motley  was 
here  from  America  as  their  Minister  he 
took  groat  interest  in  this  question  ;  and 
I  got  a  letter  from  him,  four  lines  of 
which  I  will  read,  with  the  permission 
of  the   House.     After   describing  their 
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laws  with  regard  to  wild  animals,  he 
says — 

"  Practically,  however,  this  legislation  is  in 
the  interest,  not  of  an  aristocratic  class — for 
there  is  none  in  the  United  States— but  of  the 
farmers  and  labourers,  who  own  the  land,  and 
who  do  not  object  to  its  being  shot  over,  except 
when  the  trespasser,  by  so  doing,  damages  grow- 
ing or  standing  crops.  Our  Game  Laws  are  not 
aristocratic,  but  democratic  or  scientific." 

I  can  tell  my  hon.  Friend  and  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  that  amongst  the  things 
which  astonish  educated  Americans  when 
they  come  here — for  many  of  them  have 
told  me  so  themselves — is  the  theory  and 
practice  of  our  Game  Laws.  They  can- 
not understand  that  there  should  be  a 
class  in  England  that  seeks  to  maintain 
them,  and,  worse  still,  a  population  that 
will  endure  them.  That  to  them  is  one 
of  the  most  astounding  things  they  meet 
anywhere. 

As  regards  the  question  of  the  extent 
of  the  'b^affio  in  game,  I  had  a  curious 
illustration  in  a  circular  sent  me  the  other 
day.  It  appears  that  large  profits  are 
made  by  the  letting  of  land  for  game, 
and  this  circular  comes  from  a  shooting 
agency  in  Fleet  Street.  I  am  told  that 
there  are  others,  and  that  this  gentle- 
man is  by  no  means  one  of  the  largest, 
yet  he  has  for  patrons  two  Dukes,  six 
Earls,  four  Lords,  ten  Baronets,  plenty 
of  esquires — and  all  Scotch  proprietors. 
The  shootinff  he  offers — and  he  is  by  no 
means  the  largest  agent — amounts  to 
nearly  1,000,000  square  acres  sacrificed 
to  game.  Some  of  the  conditions  of 
which  he  speaks  in  regard  to  the  various 
properties  are  instructive  and  amusing. 
Mr.  So  and  so 

"  will  send  his  list  post  free  to  a  carefully- 
selected  list  of  gentlemen,  numbering  several 
thousands,  and  embracing  most  of  the  aristo- 
cracy, the  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  the  leading  professional  and  mercantile  men 
over  the  Kingdom." 

These  are  the  notes  in  which  he  de- 
scribes the  various  properties  he  has  to 
let:— 

(No.  1)  **  Securely  fenced  off  from  sheep." 
(No.  2)  "Facilities  would  be  afforded  by  the 
proprietor  for  gradually  removing  the  present 
sheep  stock."  (No.  3)  "  Episcopal  church  on 
the  property,  where  a  clergyman  generally  offi- 
ciates—during  the  sporting  monms."  (No.  4) 
"  The  forest  is  amply  stocked  with  deer,  tiaving 
been  cleared  of  sheep  for  40  years.  It  is  stipu- 
lated that  no  sheep  shall  be  kept  on  the  ground 
by  the  lessee.  The  proprietor  reserves  power 
to  destroy  hares  and  rabbits  for  the  protection 
of  his  young  plantations." 
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[Laughter  J]  Yes,  of  course,  he  would 
aestroy  the  hares  and  rabbits  to  protect 
his  young  plantations.  If  he  were  as 
ready  to  destroy  them  to  protect  the 
crops  of  his  farmers,  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  would  have  more  right  to  cheer. 

(No.  5)  "  The  lands,  as  a  whole,  would  fonn 
an  excellent  deer  forest,  being  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  of  lower  deared  land." 

Oh,  happy  farmers !  who  enjoy  the  lower 
cleared  lands  where  this  deer  forest  is 
to  be  created. 

(No.  6)  "  No  keepers  required,  as  estate  is 
surrounded  by  carefully  preserved  lands." 

Does  it  not  strike  hon.  Members  that 
this  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  illus- 
trations that  could  possibly  be  made  by 
the  statement  that  in  politics,  as  in  other 
things,  extremes  meet  ? 

Here  we  have,  in  this  little  island  of 
ours,  from  the  effects  of  what  you  may 
call  over-civilization,  from  the  enormous 
accumulation  of  weidth,  from  our  manu- 
factures, from  the  monopoly  of  land,  and 
from  various  other  things,  precisely  those 
evils  re-produced    that    hitherto    hsTS 
only  been  supposed  to  exist  in  the  wildest 
and  most  desolate  regions,  and  amongst 
the  most  savage  barbarians.     When  we 
see  accounts  of  the  Bed  Indian  driven 
back  by  the  Anglo-Saxon  in  America — 
back  from  the  lands  that  his  forefathers 
owned,  back  and  still  farther  back — we 
pity  him,  for  it  is  all  that  we  can  do. 
We  recognize,  as  a  fataUty  of  histoiy, 
that  the  savage  must  pass  away  before 
the  Anglo-Saxon  and  civilization.  A^- 
culture  has  to  be  spread ;  dties  have  to 
be  founded ;  arts  and  sciences  follow  in 
their    wake ;    and   how  can  the    Bed 
Indian  live  with  them?     He  requires 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  acres 
of  prairie  for  his  buffaloes  to  roam ;  he 
needs  a  trackless    forest  for  the  wild 
animals  on  which  he  lives,  and  by  whose 
skin  he  is  clothed ;  he  requires  for  his 
own  wants  what  would  provide  for  10,000 
men,   and  so  he  must  pass  from  the 
world.   But  what  shall  we  sav,  when  we 
come  to  our  own  little  islana  swarming 
with  humanity  as  ants  swarm  in  an  ant 
hill,  and  find  that  here  we  have  a  system 
which  is  incompatible  with  the  ezxstence 
of  the  Bed  Indian  in  America  aoioaDy 
growing  up  on  our  own  dioree  ?    Es- 
tates,   parishes,    divisions  —  yes,    even 
counties  in  Scotland — are  being  sacri- 
ficed to  this  passion.    These  game-pire- 
serving  magnates  are  as  much  out  of 
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their  place— nay,  far  more  out  of  it — 
than  the  Bed  Indian  in  the  hack  woods 
of  America.  They  are  in  a  false  posi- 
tion, and,  for  the  sake  of  themselves  aad 
their  country,  the  sooner  they  come  out 
of  it  the  better,  for  the  people  vill  not 
long  permit  auch  an  anomaly — such  an 
injustice— even  though  wooed  by  the 
Btreu  strain  of  that  well-knovn  couplet, 
which  I  will  venture  slightly  to  para- 
phrase, and  say — 

"  Let  wealth  snd  learning,  laws  and  com- 
Bnt  leave  oi  (till  our  game  monopoly." 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  question  of  the 
damage  done  to  the  farmers,  it  is  not,  of 
course,  for  me  to  say  what  it  may  be,  for 
I  am  no  agriculturist ;  but  I  have  ob- 
tained &vm  agricultural  authorities  what 
they  think  it  to  he,  and  it  appears  from 
their  statement  that  the  damage  is  so 
enormous  as  to  be  positively  incalculable. 
Mr.  Wright,  a  ralaer  in  the  county  of 
which  I  hare  the  honour  to  represent  the 
chief  town — Leicestershire — says  that  he 
allowed  between  £800  and  £900  to  one 
tenant,  and  that  on  some  parts  of  the 
land  the  allowance  was  £12  to£l3an 
acre.  Mr.  Hewitt,  at  the  Sussex  Cham- 
ber of  Agriculture,  said,  as  regards 
rabbits,  that — 

"  Last  year  he  made  a  Taluation  of  a  cerlaio 
farm  of  the  damage  done  by  rabbits.  Uo  put 
it  down,  and  was  conflnned  in  his  opinion  by 
othen,  at  £2S  per  day.  These  rabbita  ontirely 
deatioyed  the  crops,  and  the  faimcr  had  to 
plough  up  hi*  fielda." 

With  regard  to  the  damage  done  to 
urionlture  by  hares,  tbe  Agricultural 
Oommissioner  of  7%«  Dailt/  N»wi  in  Lin- 
oolnahire  says — 

"  Osme  depredation  means  that  anywhere  ii 
the  nnghbourhood  of  coverts  you  get  three 
qnSTten  of  barley  per  acre  instead  of  Hvo.  Your 
wheats  are  damaged  by  harea  aad  ratibits  in  a 
war  which  makes  the  estimation  of  damuf^e  rather 
difficult.  Biding  past  a  crop  you  might  think 
it  level  and  opatanding ;  but  go  into  it,  and  yoa 


Babbits  nibble  tbe  roots  and  items  of  young 
quick,  and  destroy  soorea  of  yards  toKether  of 
Kood  hedgerowB,  in  addition  to  which  the 
ksepers  nun  the  hedges  in  innumerable  place! 
bt  digging  after  the  ferrets  when  catching  lab. 

Now,  my  hon.  Friends  the  Members  for 
South  Norfolk  and  South  Leicestershire 
niut  be  able  to  correct  me  if  I  am 
wrong  in  all  this  ;  and  if  I  am  not,  I 
vaat  to  know  what  altematire  they  have 


to  propose?  The  Agricultural  Commis- 
sioner of  The  Daily  Newt  says,  again — 

"  I  hoard  of  one  case  in  which  a  field  of  tur- 
nips, lying  far  away  from  any  other  roots,  was 
wholly  consumed  by  flocks  of  hares,  inHoniuch 
that  the  tenant,  in  an  ironical  mood,  wrote  this 
not«  to  the  landlord  :— '  Please  send  a  load  of 
taroipB  or  the  hares  will  starve.' " 

At  a  lecture  given  in  Sussex,  at  the 
Botley  Farmers'  Club,  on  "  Hindrances 
to  Agricultural  Progress,"  one  gentle- 
man  said — 

"There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  loss  by  game 
of  agricultiital  produce,  iireepective  of  impedi- 
ments to  the  cultivation,  is  enormous.  It  is  not 
disputed  by  piactical  men  that  at  present  only 
One  farm  in  Qve  can  be  rented  free  of  the  game, 
Odd,  probahly,  this  freedom  applies  onjy  to  One- 
eighA  of  the  leased  land  in  the  Kingdom." 

But  people  say  that,  so  far  as  the 
farmer  is  concerned,  he  has  compensa- 
tion if  he  can  prove  damage.  Well,  in 
the  first  place,  I  must  premise  that  this 
is  not  simply  a  question  between  the 
landlord  and  the  fanner.  Even  suppos- 
ing that  the  farmer  can  be  satisfied  witb 
the  oompensation  which  he  receives, 
the  country  and  the  labourer  would  still 
remain  to  be  reckoned  with.  But  every- 
body who  has  ever  studied  the  matter 
knows  for  a  fact  that  compensation  to  the 
farmer  for  loss  by  game  is  simply  a 
sham.  Mr.  Gray,  of  Dilston,  declared 
that  he  never  knew  a  farmer  get  half 
what  he  was  entitled  to  ;  and  a  farmer 
must  be  a  very  prosperous  man  if  he  can 
bear  to  venture  into  the  Law  Courts 
against  his  landlord.  Here  is  what  hap- 
pened to  one  of  them. 


"The  0' 
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the  shoo  _  „ 
vers,  who  soon  had  it  filled  with  ground  game. 
In  one  caso  a  tenant  was  noted  for  his  trim, 
well-kept  hedges — th6rwere  like  garden  fences. 
Those  were  all  pullt.<d  up  by  the  game  pre- 
servers, and  stuck  into  the  ground  to  prevent 
poaching  by  nets.  Sheep  grazing  in  the  field 
got  the  thorns  fnst  in  Iheir  wool,  and  they  be- 
came almost  wild  with  the  annoyance.  The 
farmer,  too,  was  almost  wild  with  the  damage 
done  to  his  growing  crops.  He  got  the  damage 
valued,  and  sued  the  parties,  gottmg  a  satisfac- 
tory verdict ;  but  the  lawyota  took  the  case  to 
a  higher  and  more  eiponsivu  Court,  and  there 
the  original  verdict  was  reversed.  The  fanner 
was  condemned  in  all  coats,  and  he  was  flnan- 
cially  ruined,  finishing  all  up  by  taking  poison." 

[Laughter.']  I  am  very  sorry  that  the 
fact  of  a  farmer  being  driven  to  suicide 
by  these  Game  Laws  should  be  a  matter 
for  laughter  amongst  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  opposite  Benches,  who,  I  thought, 
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always  prided  themselves  on  being  the 
farmers'  friends. 

But  then  we  are  told  that  this  can  be 
dealt  with  by  freedom  of  contract.     I 
have  already  pointed  out  that  even  if 
the   farmers  were  satisfied  it  does  not 
follow  that  the  country  should  be ;  but 
I  may  also  say  that  there  are  various 
kinds  of  freedom  of  contract,  and  there 
are  various  ways  of  acquiescence  in  a 
particular  course.     The  freedom  of  con- 
tract allowed  to  the  farmer  is  of  much 
the  same  kind  as  the  freedom  allowed 
to  the  convict  when  the  hangman  taps 
him  on  the  shoulder  and  points  the  way 
to  the  gallows.     He  does  not  resist ;  he 
says  not  a  word,  and  he  goes  quietlv 
because  he  knows  his  case  is  settled. 
Be  it  remembered  there  is  no  class  in 
the  country  whose  position  is  more  hope- 
less than  that  of  the  farmer.     A  trader 
can  take  his  capital  and  invest  it  in 
some  other  business;   but  the   farmer 
knows   no   other   trade    than    that    to 
which  he  has  been  brought  up,   and 
he  must  put  up  with  any  injustice  or 
be  turned  out  of  his   land,  and    left 
to  his  only  other  remedy — that  of  emi- 
gpration.     A  most  amusing  illustration 
of  the  idea  that  farmers  are  free  to  con- 
tract is  shown  by  the  condition  of  the 
Scotch  and  the   English   Game  Laws. 
Here,  if  a  lease  is  silent  respecting  game, 
the  property  in  it  resides  in  the  occupier  ; 
in  Scotland,  if  there  is  no  clause  in  the 
lease,  it  resides  in  the  landlord,  and  no- 
body cares  twopence  whether  it  is  the 
one  or  the  other,  because  the  landlord 
has  only  to  nod  or  wink,  and  that  is  just 
as  good  as  a  clause  in  the  lease.    If  the 
law  gives  him  the  game  he  keeps  it, 
and  if  it  does  not  he  takes  it.     The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Hadding- 
tonshire (Lord  Elcho),  from  the  line  of 
examination  which   he  pursued  before 
the  Committee,  is  evidently  of  opinion 
that   the   landlord   should   get    all   he 
can  for  his  property,  and  that  if  he  can 
ffet  more  money  by  growing  deer  than 
by  growing  com  or  sheep  he  is  perfectly 
free  to  do  so.     That  is  a  novel  way  of 
asking  a  question  often  asked  before — 
"Am  I  not  entitled  to  do  what  I  like 
with  my  own  ?  "     It  is  scarcely  worth 
while  asking  that  question  now.      But 
the  question  may  be  answered  in  one  of 
two  ways.     First,  you  may  not  do  what 
you  like  with  your  own ;  or,  secondly, 
you  may  do  what  you  like  with  your 
own ;  but  your  land  is  not  the  sort  of 
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property  with  which  you  can  do  as  you 
like.  Then  we  are  told  continually 
that  we  are  interfering  with  the  senti- 
mental relation  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  and  disturbing  that  blessed  har- 
mony which  is  supposed  to  exist  between 
the  two.  Those  who  talk  in  that  sort  of 
way  must  be  rather  surprised  at  the 
number  of  cases  in  whion  there  have 
been  meetings  of  farmers  to  express 
sympathy  and  to  give  testimoniala  to 
evicted  farmers.  I  take  it  that  the  case 
of  Mr.  Hope,  of  Fenton  Bams,  ia  not  for- 
gotten in  the  farming  world  ;  and  I  may 
add  to  that  two  little  illustrationa  which 
I  have  in  my  notes.  Mr.  Olaydon,  an 
Essex  farmer,  holding  1,000  acres,  whose 
family  had  been  70  years  on  tlie  farm, 
was  evicted  because  he  would  not  submit 
to  a  clause  preventing  him  from  shooting 
rabbits,  or  catching  rats  in  banks.  Mr. 
Clark,  a  tenant  farmer  in  Norfolk,  said 
at  his  auction — 

"  My  fathers  have  resided  here  nearly  100 
years.  I  leave  because,  in  my  landlord's  own 
words,  I  have  been  disposed  to  diacoss  the 
question  of  game.  I  trust  that  the  time  is  fast 
approaching  when  the  tenant  farmers  will  tap- 
port  each  other  in  this  matter." 

Now,  I  call  upon  my  hon.  Friends  the 
Members  for  South  Norfolk  and  South 
Leicestershire  to  stand  forward  as  the 
champions  of  that  cause. 

I  nave  now  dealt  with  the  way 
in  which  these  laws  affect  the  farmers 
— next  let  me  say  a  few  words  as 
to  the  labourers.  I  have  endeavonied 
to  divide  what  I  have  to  say  into 
various  portions,  so  as  to  show  how 
these  laws  affect  various  classes  in  the 
community ;  but  I  am  quite  aware  that 
it  is  very  difficult  to  make  that  division 
a  perfect  one,  because  these  divisions 
must  necessanly  run  into  each  other. 
That  which  is  injurious  to  the  farmer 
cannot  be  beneficial  to  the  community 
or  to  the  labourer.  Still,  I  make  this 
division  for  convenience,  and  I  will  re- 
peat myself  as  little  as  possible.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  labourer,  what  strikes 
one  first,  as  the  right  hon.  Member  Ibr 
Birmingham  (Mr.  Bright^  said  some  time 
ago,  is  that  these  Game  Laws  confine  his 
right  in  his  native  land  to  the  highways. 
He  and  his  family  and  his  chil£ren  can 
no  longer  walk  by  the  woods,  or  pick 
the  wild  flowers,  or  find  birds'  nests.  If 
a  man  goes  on  the  land  he  is  accused  of 
poaching,  and  if  women  or  children  Ten- 
turo  there  they  disturb  the  game.    Aa 
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Mr.  Joseph  Arch,  that  eloquent  defender  Scotland,  and  I  can  prove  that  such  boxes  are 

of  his  class   has  said^  continually    sent    by  a    notorious  receiver  to 

different  places  in  England." 
"  These  laws  destroy  the  produce  of  the  la-  .  ,  j   *  ti_  i 

bourers'  gardens,  and  make  the  very  existence  Now,  I  say  it  would  be  a  uoel  On  the 

of  small  freeholds  an  impossibility  to  the  la-  country  gentlemen  of  England  who  are 

bourer,  because  these  Uttle  oases  are  disgusting  addicted   to   this   practice  if  I  did  not 

^u^Jo^hfs^^fr^a'^drl^^^^^^  maintain  that  they  themselves  do  not 

in  the  glen  in  search  of  flowers,  blackberries,  or  think  poaching  a  crime,     ihe  other  day 

birds'  neets — the  man  himself  is  charged  with  a  chairman   of  a  bench  of  magistrates 

poaching,  and  his  family,  at  least,  disturb  the  was  fined  for  a  breach  of  the  Game  Laws 

**°^'  for  killing  pheasants  three  weeks  before 

But,  above  aU,  the  damage  done  to  the  ^^^^  ,T^"  '°  T^""'    ?  °i*y  \  **\«^' 

labourer  is  that  these  laws  are  wholesale  ^^  .*^T  wu   "  ^^**  "^^'Iu^^^kv" 

manufecturers  of  crime.     Upwards  of  °PP!<>'^  ^    ^^^'^  ^^-    ??*  *>«  P."?H° 

10,000  criminals  suflfered  List /ear  under  PP'";""^  ^^  '">*  ^Sf^f^.  ^^  *<"  ^^^ 

the  laws.    Nothing  more  disastrous  can  f  8  *»»»  ^"f**  ^^/  ^^''\  ^®  ^'^  *^«" 

be  done  to  the  community  or  to  huma-  *°  admimster-and,  I  am  told,  was  wont 

nity  than  to  make  people  disrespect  the  to  administer  with  something  more  than 

law,bysettingtheWtopum8h,asa  "^^""^    T!"^~''if    neighbours    were 

crime,  that  which  their  con^ience  does  f^«^  *H*    ^if   fuf^  *v  "?  ""T  " 

not  tell  them  is  a  sin.    They  may,  in-  ^^""S  "  .*?  »^<>?*  *>«/«"  the  time  phea- 

deed,   go  innocently  into  the  gaol  the  «^'^*«'  '^'^'"'^  >«?.  ?;°*  ^^^''^'T  'n^ 

first  time;  but  fa^lu  desctnsJ  averni,  a  preserre  and  slightly  tinged  with  wild- 

and  having  been  there  once  they   are  T^'    ^^^  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 

ix  X         xu  *        II  Ai«  91 T  (Jonservators,  in  Wales,  writes — 

pretty  sure  to  go  there  again.     **  Oh,"  I  '^""«^*»«*»^*«'>  *"  "  «»*««»> 

nave  heard  gentlemen  say,  "  poachers,        "My  experience  is  that  everyone,  from  the 

scoundrels,  thieves ;  if  they  don't  take  ^'l^her^^d^Jmir^'  ^  \^?ri^ouT^MkS° 

our  game,  they  would  take  our  poul-  ^^estions^  I   co^^d^tolTjTdf  dor^mon^ 

try  or  something  still  more    valuable.  medical  men,  leading  solicitors,  in  a  large  way 

t**  Hear,  hear !    1     I  am  very  sorry  to  of  business,  tradespeople,  and  others  who  aU 

ear  that  cheer,  because  the  assertion  is  supply  themselves  from  this  source." 

one  utterly  without  foundation.     There  j^  j^  ^^^  rather  mean,  with  evidence  such 

18  no  class  m  the  country  at  the  present  ^  ^y^^^  ^^^£^^3  ^a^  ^  YiT&nd  the  lowest 

time  which  regards  poaching  as  a  crime,  ^j^gg  ^f  poachers  with  being  criminals 

any  more  than  smugglers  m  the  old  ^^^  ^j^i^^ga  ?  I  think  it  is  hardly  worthy 

days  of  the    Revenue  Laws  regarded  of  irentlemen. 

BmugKHng  as  a  crime.     How  could  it  be       rj.j^^  ^^^^  ^[^'      ^  ^^^^  j  ^^^^i  to  call 

regarded  as  a  crime?    It  would  be  a  your  attention  is  the  astonishing  violence 

disgrace  to  the  country  gentlemen  if  it  ^j^  ^^^^^i  these  laws  are  maintained, 

were,  because  it  is  an  offence  which  they  Shakespeare  tells  us  that  **  things  bad 

are  ^ntmually  committing  themselves,  i,^         ^^^^  atrong  themselves  by  ill." 

Mr.  Young,  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  ^he  wonder  is  the  country  should  en- 

of  Excise,  said  in  his  testimony  before  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^i  violence  with  which  these 

the  Committee-.''  A  great  many  gentle-  j^ws  are  carried  out.     I  will  give  one  or 

men  shoot  all  the  year  without  taking  ^^^    instances.      At  Bridlington  Petty 

outa  hcence.       I  had  also  a  list  sent  Sessions  two  poachers  were  charged  with 

me  of  gentlemen  who  had  shot  without  a  ^j  ^^^  poaching;   and  Green,   a   game 


licence.  What  does  a  country  gentle- 
man do  if  he  wishes  to  have  an  enormous 
namber  of  pheasants  ?  He  obtains  them 
from  somebody — I  will  not  say  he  steals 
them,  because  that  would  be  to  accuse 
him  of  a  crime — but  I  will  say  he  pro- 
cures them.  Lord  Stradbroke,  writing 
to  The  Times  two  or  three  years  ago, 
SAid — 

'*  Only  yesterday  a  box  containing  pheasants' 
eegs  was  sent  from  a  station  in  East  Suffolk 
tSnnmsd  to  the  gamekeeper  of  a  noble  Earl  in 


watcher,  was  charged  with  shooting  one 
of  them.  Stanion,  a  keeper,  called  to 
Appleby,  a  poacher,  to  stop,  or  he  would 
warm  him.  He  then  ordered  Green  to 
fire,  and  Green  took  deliberate  aim  at 
Appleby,  who  dropped  down.  He  was 
examined  by  Dr.  Alison,  who  found  that 
he  had  48  gunshots  lodged  in  his  thigh, 
back,  and  the  right  side  of  his  head. 
That  is  hardly  the  way  in  which  the  law 
should  be  administered  in  a  civilized 
country — to  say  nothing  of  a  Christian 
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country.  Again,  a  head-keeper  was 
watching  with  his  under-keeper  and  two 
other  men  in  a  wood.  A  couple  of  mock 
pheasants  had  been  placed  in  a  tree,  and 
the  keepers  were  near  the  spot.  About 
half-past  1  in  the  morning  they  saw 
several  men  coming  up  the  ride,  who 
went  towards  the  tree  where  the  mock 
pheasants  had  been  placed,  and  directly 
afterwards  shots  were  fired.  Now,  a 
great  deal  has  been  said  against  England 
as  a  nation  of  shopkeepers ;  but  this  is 
surely  much  worse  than  mere  shopkeep- 
ing.  If  a  tradesman  hung  up  pewter 
spoons  made  to  imitate  silver  ones,  and, 
when  a  thief  came  to  steal  them,  he  fired 
at  him,  he  would  surely  be  hung  if  the 
man  so  shot  died  of  his  injuries.  Here 
is  a  case  from  MildenhaU,  in  Suffolk. 
On  the  men  seeing  the  keeper  they  ran 
off.  He  then  let  loose  an  immense  mas- 
tiff, 22  inches  high,  partially  muzzled, 
which  succeeded  in  catching  Mutum,  and 
pulled  him  down.  Whilst  Mutum  was 
defending  himself  from  the  attack  of 
this  dog,  which  Wharfe,  the  keeper, 
admitted  was  a  ferocious  one,  he  was 
struck  on  the  head,  stunned,  and  se- 
cured. Prisoners  said  they  had  both 
been  bitten  by  the  dog,  and  Mutum 
complained  of  being  severely  struck  by 
Wharfe  whilst  trjring  to  keep  the  dog 
off.  The  Bench,  in  consideration  of  the 
severe  punishment  they  had  received 
from  the  keepers,  mitigated  the  punish- 
ment to  two  months'  imprisonment,  and 
sureties  for  12  months.  We  have 
all  heard,  I  suppose,  of  the  cases  in 
Wales  last  year,  which  really,  in  some 
parts  of  the  country,  almost  amounted  to 
civil  war  on  a  small  scale.  There  was 
a  fiffht  between  the  keepers  and  the 
poachers,  and  the  latter  barricaded 
themselves  in  a  stable  and  were  be- 
sieged. A  Correspondent  of  The  Times 
sends  an  interesting  incident  of  what 
occurred  in  Barbadoes  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Pope  Hennessey. 
In  speaking  of  that  gentleman  I  should 
like,  in  passing,  to  say  how  much  indi- 
vidually! respect  him,  because,  wherever 
he  may  be,  he  seems  to  carry  equal  jus- 
tice and  humanity  to  the  people  over 
whom  he  is  placed.  The  Times  Corre- 
spondent writes — 

'*  I  have  heard  but  of  one  complamt  against 
the  troops.  It  wai  that  of  a  planter  who  de- 
clared that  the  soldiers  had  misbehaved  them- 
selves, because,  though  his  rabbits  and  pigeons 
had  been  stolen,  they  had  not  shot  a  single 
nigger.** 
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That  unfortunate  planter  was  in  a  wrong 
position.  He  should  not  have  been  a 
planter  in  Barbadoes,  but  a  landlord  in 
England.  God  knows  we  show  little 
respect  in  shooting  our  niggers  when 
after  rabbits  or  pheasants — so  little,  in- 
deed, that  Canon  Elingsley,  no  hater  of 
the  aristocracy  or  true  sport,  was  stun^ 
into  writing,  in  his  well-known  ballad 
of  the  **  Poacher's  Widow,"  what  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  may,  perhaps,  de^n 
a  severe  condemnation — 

"There's  blood  on  your  new  foreign  shnibs, 
squire; 
There's  blood  on  your  pointer's  feet. 
There's  blood  on  the  game  you  sell,  aqnire. 
And  there's  blood  on  the  game  you  eat.'* 

I  say,  again,  that  there  is  nothing  like 
the  Game  Laws  in  any  country  in  the 
world  for  severity  or  atrocity.  I  will  go 
further,  and  say  there  is  no  other  por- 
tion of  our  criminal  jurisdiction  equalled 
in  the  partiality,  harshness,  and  abso- 
lute illegality  with  which  they  are  ad- 
ministered. At  the  South  Eastern  Cir- 
cuit, at  Lewes,  before  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  it  appeared  that  when  the 
keepers  went  out  to  watch  they  took 
with  them  a  large  dog  to  hunt  poachers, 
which  ran  after  them,  and  attempted  to 
bite  one  of  them.  It  has  always  been 
thought  that  the  use  of  dogs  for  hunting 
men  was  confined  to  the  interior  of  Ja- 
maica; but  we  now  find  that  we  have 
improved  on  all  these  thing^.  The  Lord 
Chief  Justice  then  observed  that  the 
use  of  a  dog  for  such  a  piirpose  was 
most  improper,  and  if  keepers  were 
proved  to  have  allowed  a  savage  dog  to 
worry  a  man,  although  he  might  be  a 
poacher,  they  would  get  themselves 
into  serious  trouble.  Only,  unhappily, 
it  appears  that  these  keepers  never  do 
get  themselves  into  serious  trouble. 
Later  on  it  appeared  that  after  a  acnffle 
between  the  keepers  and  three  men  who 
were  trespassing  in  search  of  g^me,  the 
latter  ran  off,  followed  by  the  keepers, 
and  one  of  the  latter  knocked  a  poacher 
down  who  was  running  away.  The 
Lord  Chief  Justice  again  mterfered,  and 
told  the  keeper  he  had  no  riffht  what- 
ever to  do  that.  He  had  no  aoubt  that 
the  stick  used  was  not  a  light  one,  and 
he  might  have  killed  the  man.  If  he 
had,  his  offence  would  at  least  have 
been  manslaughter,  and  possibly  some- 
thing even  more  serious.  He  advised 
the  keepers  to  be  careful  in  future,  and 
not  to  repeat  such    acts    of    vicdenoe. 
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["  Hear,  hear !"]   Why  this  squeamish- 
ness  on  the  part  of  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite ?      Surely    their    expression    of 
feeling  is  out  of  place.      Do  they  deny 
that  they  send  out    bands  of   armed 
watchers  to  arrest  and  fight  the  poach- 
ers, and  if  they  do,  that  they  admit  all 
that  has  here  been  said  ?     Here  is  an- 
other case,  tried   only  last    month    at 
Liyerpool,  before  Lord  Coleridge.     The 
poacher  ran  away.     He    usually  does 
run  away  ;  and,  indeed,  if  he  can  get 
off,  he  of  course  prefers  to  do  so.     The 
ffamekeeper  fired  at  him,  and  hit  him 
m  the  back ;   another  shot    was  then 
fired,  but  he  could  not  say  whether  it 
hit  him  or  not.     He  went  into  the  wood 
and  became  insensible,  and   lay  there 
until  he  was  found  some  time  after  by 
the  keepers.      After  ho  recovered  he 
was    brought  up,   and  imprisoned  for 
14  days  for  poaching.      All  honour  to 
Lford  Justice  Ooleridge,  who,  in  sentenc- 
ing the  gamekeeper  who  thus  wounded 
the  poacher,  said  that  although  poach- 
ers were  engaged  in  a  pursuit  that  was 
a  violation  of  the  law  their  lives  must 
be  protected,  and  sentenced  the  game- 
keeper to  12  months'  hard  labour.  That 
surely  was  not  a  great  punishment  for 
a  deliberate  attempt  to  murder.   If  that 
poacher  had  died,  1  know  no  reason  why 
that  man  should  not  have  been  put  in 
the  dock  and  tried  for  murder,  ana  why 
his  employer  should  not  have  stood  by 
his  side  as  an  accessory  to  the  murder 
before  the   fact.     In  truth,  one  great 
advantage  of  the  abolition  of  the  Game 
Laws  would  be  that  the   door   which 
opens  on  the  gallows  would  no  longer 
l>e  slammed  in  the  face  of  such  unques- 
tionable  deserts.      The    Marquess    of 
Ailesbury,    speaking    of   this  sort    of 
dealing  with  poachers,  said  that  through 
these  iniquitous  laws  four  persons  had 
lost  their  lives  in  that  neighbourhood — 
two  policemen  murdered,  and  two  men 
were  hang^  for  the  murder.     He  said 
to  his  brother — 

^  Thank  God  it  was  not  on  our  estate ;  how 
oonld  we  ever  have  juBtified  ourselvee  in  our 
own  eyes  again  had  our  game  preserWng 
brought  about  tuch  a  horrible  catastrophe  ?  " 

Nexty  as  to  my  second  charge  against 
the  Gkune  Laws — the  enormous  and 
prodigious  penalties  by  which  they  are 
enforced.  I  will  not  trouble  the  House 
with  many  illustrations ;  but  I  will  j  ust 
auote  this  case.  An  old  man  named 
Uarrison  was  charged  at  the  Evesham 


'  Petty  Sessions  with  having  shot  at  a 
rabbit  necir  his  allotment  ground.  That 
was  surely  not  a  very  severe  offence, 
and  the  defendant  was  strongly  recom- 
mended to  mercy  by  the  complainant, 
on  the  ground  that  he  had  served  his 
country  as  a  soldier  with  credit.  For 
this  offence  the  poor  old  man  was  sen- 
tenced to  pay  40s,  and  costs,  and,  in  de- 
fault of  payment,  was  sentenced  to  two 
months'  nard  labour  in  Worcester  Gaol. 
I  may  mention,  for  the  comfort  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  that  the  fine  was 
afterwards  paid,  and  the  man  released. 
In  another  case,  reported  by  The  Soots- 
man,  where  the  defendant,  a  farm  ser- 
vant, was  convicted  of  what  the  Sheriff 
termed  merely  a  *'  technical  offence," 
he  was  fined  Is.  and  ordered  to  pay  £5 
expenses.  In  another,  at  Epsom,  a 
defendant  who  pleaded  guilty  to  having 
been  on  land  in  search  of  rabbits,  was 
sentenced  to  three  weeks'  hard  labour, 
personal  security  for  £10,  two  sureties 
£5  each,  or  in  default  six  months'  im- 
prisonment. Now,  I  may  appeal  to  the 
House  whether  there  is  any  portion  of 
our  criminal  jurisdiction  whatever  where 
offences  are  punished  with  such  tre- 
mendous severity  ? 

I  have  charged  that  the  Game  Laws 
are  administered  with  gpreat  partiality. 
That  needs  no  proof.  Of  course  they 
are  partially  administered,  because  they 
are  administered  by  the  very  class  who 
have  an  interest  in  the  laws  they  main- 
tain. I  have  not  a  word  to  say  against 
the  country  gentlemen.  They  are  Eng- 
lishmen, no  better  and  no  worse  than 
their  fellows,  put  in  a  thoroughly  false 
position ;  and  probably  do  no  worse  and 
no  better  than  any  other  class  in  an 
equally  false  position  would  do.  Who 
would  consent,  in  an  issue  between  em- 
ployer and  workmen,  to  allow  the  jury 
to  be  composed  altogether  of  masters  or 
of  tradesmen  ?  The  thing  is  ridiculous. 
The  point  is,  indeed,  very  well  put  by 
The  Saturday  Review,  when  it  says — 

*'  The  magistrate  who  convicts  a  thief  acts  in 
the  interest  of  everj'  man  in  the  court.  The 
magistrate  who  convicts  a  poacher  commonly 
acts  in  the  interest  of  nobody  but  those  on  the 
bench.  The  number  of  magistrates  who  would 
consciously  pervert  the  law  to  convict  a  poacher 
is  probably  very  small ;  but  the  number  of  ma- 
gistrates who  unconsciously  carrj'  to  the  bench 
tlie  passions  of  the  preserve  is  very  large.*' 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  question  of 
general  damage,  I  do  not  know  what 
specific  evidence  I  can  bring.    I  should 


179 


Gam»  LatBt.~ 


IGOUMONSj 


say  that  tta  curse  of  storility  is  on  these 
laws.  If  he  is  blessed  who  makes 
two  blades  of  com  grow  whore  only 
only  one  grew  before,  then  ho  who  only 
allows  two  to  grow  where  there  were 
previously  three,  ia  *  *  — well,  he  is 
the  other  thinf^.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
calculate  the  damage.  I  hare  hoaxd  it 
put  at  £10,000,000.  I  have  heard  it 
put  at  £50,000,000,  and  at  a  great  deal 
more.  It  is,  in  fact,  simply  incalculable, 
varying  greatly  with  tno  season,  the 
locality,  and  above  all,  with  the  caprice 
of  the  landlord.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Greenwich  (Ur.  Glad- 
atone),  in  writing  to  a  gentleman  on 
another  subject,  said — 

"I  look  upon  an  aujpnoijtation  of  the  supply 
of  animal  food,  in  whntuvi^r  viaj  it  can  best  bo 
effoct^d,  as  tho  moat  impurtant,  perhaps,  of  oU 


In  view  of  that  statement,  I  venture  to 
ask  my  right  hon.  Friend  whether  the 
abolition  of  the  Game  Laws  has  not 
BOW  become  one  of  the  most  important 
of  all  the  questions  of  purely  material 
interest  that  now  press  themselves  on 
public  attention?  But  when  we  are 
told  by  Mr.  Caird  that  we  consume  an- 
nually £107,000,000  of  imported  agri- 
cultural produce  every  year,  what  pos- 
sible excuse  can  there  be  for  turning 
loose  these  hares  and  rabbits  which  con- 
sume such  enormous  quantities  of  its 
food?  My  hon.  Friend  tho  Member  for 
South  Norfolk  (Mr.  Glaro  Bead)  declared 
some  years  ago  that  40,000  more  sheep 
could  be  easily  kept  in  Norfolk  if  hares 
and  rabbits  were  only  kept  within 
reasonable  bounds. 

Another  reason  which  I  would  quote 
beside  the  positive  injury  do&o  to  the 
farmer,  and  the  injury  to  every  class  of 
the  community,  is  the  fact  that  the  O-amo 
Law  system  is  utterly  incompatible  with 
high  farming.  It  is  obvious  it  must  be 
BO,  and  the  larger  the  crop  the  greater 
the  power  of  vermin  to  damage  it.  I 
say  there  can  bo  no  doubt  that  enter- 
prizing  farmers  will  hardly  care  to  invest 
much  in  a  farm  whore  a  large  head 
of  game  is  prosorved.  ["Oh,  oh!"] 
Well,  if  hon.  Gentlemen  want  my  autho- 
rity I  will  mention  that  Mr.  Pusey  said 
before  the  Committee  of  1846— 

"  I  hnvo  HoMimi  liu<I  I<«b  on  my  hoods  than 
2,0(10  ocnM,  and  I  havo  incluiKiI  4',00O  aires  of 
n-aali'.  1  found  tho  two  ocrupiitiniig  of  a  gnmc 
pn<Mrvcr  and  an  iniiirovor  uf  Lind  liy  planting 
ond  fumiug  pcrfi-clly  inuumputiblv." 
Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor 


Again,  he  says,  as  a  sort  of  Ulastration 
of  tho  damage  done  by  g'ame — 

"  I  allowed  my  gamdaepor  to  have  f onr  lem 
of  laud  near  the  coven  ront  froo  ;  but  he  w 
obliged  to  giro  it  up,  the  game  injured  hia  tv 

Actually  a  little  spot  of  land  round  these 
covers,  given  to  a  mao  rent  free,  wu 
absolutely  valueless.  Now  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  South  Letceste^ 
shire  (Mr.  Fell)  said,  on  the  last  Qccasios 
when  this  matter  was  debated  in  thii 
House,  that  all  this  talk  was  vety  wall 
before  the  Com  Laws  were  repealed. 
but  that  now  they  were  repealed,  and 
we  had  the  power  of  getting  &ee  eon 
from  all  ports  of  the  worLl,  it  wst 
ridiculous  to  talk  about  the  danmge  to 
the  community  by  this  loss.  That  ii  w 
bad  an  argument  that  I  hardly  knev 
how  to  answer  it ;  but  I  will  tt;  to  do  so 
by  venturing  on  an  illustration.  Ton 
tie  a  man's  two  arms  behind  his  bad 
and  turn  him  out.  He  rebels,  protest^ 
obj  ects,  and,  as  a  matter  of  great  ikroiir, 
you  cut  one  arm  free,  OrowinK  bolder 
oy  this  concession,  he  aaks  to  nave  tbs 
other  freed,  and  then  yoa  say — "Un- 
grateful scoundrel,  did  not  I  &ee  ta» 
arm,  and  here  yoa  have  the  impodeiM 
to  ask  for  the  other  f  "  Pleaae  God  n 
will  free  both  arms  before  long^ ! 

There  is  one  other  point  to  which  I 
should  wish  briefly  to  oUnde — the  utter 
disturbance  of  all  the  usual  jmncwinn  of 
nature  by  your  system  of  Qame  Lavi. 
In  order  to  keep  up  your  gome,  yoa 
destroy  all  kinds  of  predatoiy  birds  kUL 
animals ;  and  you  not  only  so  lose  great 
picturesqueness  in  the  oouDtiy,  uddt- 
stroy  scientific  interest,  but  you  do  poa* 
ttve  injury  to  the  farmer  throaglt  ttl 
increase  of  things  which  ttiese  arMtons 
would  naturally  prey  upon.  While  yon 
destroy  hawks,  wealsela,  and  owls,  tht 
farmer  is  eaten  up  by  pigeons,  rats,  kt. 
No  one  knows  more  about  tills  mstt* 
than  the   £ev.  F.   0.   Morris,    and  Iw 

"  ^ii  Btocks  of  com  were  thrfllhfnl  ontdBSM 
day  nnd  one  tho  following,  and  no  lew  tbaa  ai 
Btono  of  mico  were  dos^jad  on  tlia  oosmi*. 
busidL's  tho  number  lolled  by  dogs — in  all  soM 
3,000  killnl  in  two  daji  or  1cm,  on  a  portte 
only  of  Iho  sticks  at  one  fennitead.  "At  at* 
food  in  tho  winter  on  tho  con  put  down  ia  tt* 
ym-Aa  for  the  phoawuila,  uid  mcriMM  aad  wA 
tiply  to  n  ruinous  oxtent.  Their  nstiml  cmbom 
—tho  H-pftscIs,  stoata,  owla,  hestrdi,  and  ottK 
han'kH — are  most  cru^y  destroyed  by  pcda  MM 
and  others  Mt  on  the  groond.     As  te  w 
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damago  done  by  haree  and  rabbits  to  ^wing  ing— said  on  the  last  occasion  I  brought 

^^oiI^»              '^''"^  "''^'  '*  "   ""''*  this  subject  forward- 

"  That  there  was  no  step  between  the  main- 
Why,  the  fact  is,  in  any  other  country  than  tenance  of  the  Game  Laws  and  the  proposals  on 
ours,  did  such  a  nuisance  affecting  the  ^^P  subject  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicoster. 

erty  of 
price  u] 

Mi^prwiU  honT  Members"  pleale  ,  ^^owl  know  it  is  the  fashion  to  at- 

read  for  "tigers"  the  word  "hares."  ^t""?*  *»  frighten  farmers  by  talking 

Dr.  Hunter,  the  Director  General    of  about  the  dangers  of  trespass;  but  the 

Statistics  to  the  Government  of  India,  dwigers  of  trespass  have  nothing  to  do 

states  that  the  ravages  of  tigers  form  one  J"* »» t^e  matter.  I  am  not  now  discussing 

of  the  obstacles  to  flie  extension  of  civil-  ^'^^  trespaM  laws— they  may  or  they  may 

ization.  Already  the  Indian  Government  ?°*  °^  f^T-f^P  stringent— but  this  I 

offers  large  premiums  for  the  destruction  know—that  if  the  Acts  which  I  propose 

of  wild  animals ;  and  those  Nawabs  and  ^  T°l!^^,  ^®"  ^^°f.  a^J  ^^ti  ^lere 

Eajahs  who  still  pride  themselves  upon  ^o«"d  be  less  temptation  to  trespass  than 

retaining  preserves  of  savage  beastefor  ^'^^jeia  now— as  the  farmers  wUl  very 

hunting  purposes  ought  tTsubordinate  quickly  see  when  they  have  no  landlords 

the  gratification  of  their  tastes  to  the  ^  preside  over  their  deliberations.    For 

public  welfare.    In  AustraUa  they  are  >?8tance,  IDr.  Hewitt  said  at  the  Sussex 

nearly  devoured  by  rabbits,  and  accord-  Chamber  of  Agriculture— 

ingly  the  Legislature  has  interfered  and  "  ^^  Malmesbury  said  if  the  Game  Laws 

piSsed  a  Eabbit  Suppression  BiU.  They  II™  ^^°^^L^Lf^L!ri*.vr^irt„* 

♦                1.1.     •     J    ^.tt                          It  oi_'  severe  trespass  law,  and  increase  tno  rural  con- 

liave    authorized   the    common    "Shire  stabulary    by    some    10,000    or    16,000    men. 

Councils  "  to  levy  a  rate  of  Id.  per  acre  ["  Oh,  oh !  "j    He  was  glad  to  hear  that  signifi- 

to  defray  the  expense  of  killing  them.  caJ^*  ^ry»  for  ho  believed  there  was  not  a  tenant 

AU  brushwood  fences  in  a  rabbit  district  ^*^®^  j^  ^^.  ^  ^^°,  7^  »^  msane  as  to  put 

^^^  4^  \^^  v»,»4.  A^^^     ^4.  4.1.^  ^   4.:^^  ^^  ^iiy  credence  m  the  reckless  statement  of  Lord 

are  to  be  burnt  down,  at  the  option  of  Malmesbury.    As  farmers  they  knew  that  if 

the  inspectors;  and  anyone  turning  rab-  the  temptations  to  poach   were  removed  that 

bits  loose  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  £10  for  crime  would  gradually  decrease." 

each  offence.                    ,_  ^    ^    ^       .  I  will  also  quote  on  this  point  the  testi- 

Wow,  Sir,  I  may  beasked  why  I  gom  n^ony  of  another  gentleman,  who,  with 

for  so  extreme  a  measure  ?— why  I  do  the  exception  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 

not  attempt  something  moderate,  which  the  Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  John 

I  should  have  a  chance  of  carrying?  My  Bright)   has    done    more  than  anyone 

answer  m  the  first  place  is,  that  no  against  these  atrocious  laws— the  late 

moaification  of  the  Game  Laws  can  effect    j|j.  Welford      He  said 

'^I^F^M^^^^'''^i  ^S^  this  precise  reason  .:^^  ^        3;^^  ^^^^^  ^^^            ^^^ 

— that  all  the  evils  that  I  have  described  are  ever  committed  in  England  which  the  kw 

arise    from    the     prodigious     head    of  docs  not  eflfcctually  prevent  or  punish.     But  a 

"«une,"  and  nothing  but  a  destruction  trespass  law  for  the  puiyose  of  protecting  game 

of  a  toge  part  of  this  enormous  amount  -^^  ™»^^.»  privileged  certain  kinds  of  wUd 

Ot  ^w^-^^^J^  ^49.,^  *i,^  .^^.^.^.^o  A^^i^rsA  creatures— IS  a  demand  to  which  no  tolerance 

f  game  can  effect  the  purposes  desired,  ^y^^^^^  ^  ^^,^^     .Phcre  is  nothing  that  would 

My  Motion  is  also  moderate  m  the  sense  do  more  to  sweeten  the  breath  of  rural  society, 

that  it  would  destroy  two  extremes — it  and  pave  the  wav  for  goodwill  and  right  feel- 
would  put  down  the  battue  system,  and  ^"fi^  amongst  all  classes  in  our  agricultural  dis- 
would  take  awav  aU  employment  from  tricts,  than  the  repeal  of  the  Game  Laws." 
the  poacher.    Now,  I  am  not  alone  in  Now,  the  impossibility  of  doaliug  in  a 
this  opinion.    Lord  Hatherley  stated—  small  way  with  these  Q-ame  Laws  is  also 

fully  illustrated  by  the  fact  that,  after 

"I  do^ not  believe  that  the  great  grievance  ftH  tho  inquiries  and  Committees  that  we 

tinly  got  rid  of."  "^^*  *hat  1  have  alluded  to,  of  the  impos- 
sibility of  really  diminishing  the  evils 

And  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  of  tho  Game  Laws  by  so-called  moderate 

Bury    St.    Edmunds   (Mr.   Greene) — to  reforms  of  them,  perhaps  accounts  for 

whoso  gonial   criticism  I   should   liave  the  fact  that  so  little  has  boon  done  to 

been  yorj  hax>py  to  be  subject  this  oven-  curry  out  tho  recommendations  adopted 
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in  the  Reports  of  either  of  the  Commit- 
tees of  1846  and  1873,  and  that  little 
has  been  practically  useless.  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Linlithgowshire 
(Mr.  M'Lagan)  is  to  be  complimented 
upon  the  zeal  and  energy  with  which  he 
carried  through  his  Game  Laws  Amend- 
ment (Scotland)  Act.  I  am  sure  he  will 
agree  with  me  that,  useful  as,  no  doubt, 
his  Act  will  be,  he  only  touched  the  fringe 
of  the  subject,  for  it  really  only  tended 
to  give  a  little  compensation  to  farmers 
and  to  tenants,  and  transferred  the  tri- 
bunal from  the  justices  to  the  sheriffs. 

In  regard  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committees  to  which  I  have  alluded 
I  will  just  mention  the  abolition  of  cu- 
mulative penalties.  This  was  recom- 
mended in  both  Reports,  but  remains 
untouched.  Regarding  rabbits  as  ver- 
min, as  recommended  in  the  Report  of 
1873,  nothing  has  been  done.  The  abo- 
minable system  under  which  the  informer 
gets  half  the  penalty — a  gross  injustice 
to  the  accused,  and  a  terrible  temptation 
to  the  gamekeeper — this,  too,  was  re- 
commended to  be  altered  by  both  Com- 
mittees, but  remains  untouched.  But 
finally,  if  the  House  will  allow  me,  I 
will  g^ve  it  the  most  extraordinary  illus- 
tration of  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
any  reform  of  the  Game  Laws  that  can 
possibly  be  imagined.  The  House  is 
already  aware  that  the  punishment  for 
night  poaching  is  of  the  most  severe 
and  atrocious  character.  For  poaching 
at  night  without  threatening  violence  a 
man  maybe  sentenced  to  14  years'  penal 
servitude;  and  for  just  taking  a  rabbit 
at  night,  with  no  intention  of  violence 
at  all,  the  penalty  is  seven  years'  penal 
servitude.  The  first  Committee,  in  1 846, 
recommended  that  that  atrocious  punish- 
ment should  be  modified.  In  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  1873,  drawn 
up  by  a  late  Colleague  of  the  Govern- 
ment (Mr.  Ward  Hunt),  a  similar  re- 
commendation was  passed.  No  notice 
was  taken  of  it  in  this  House.  There 
was  a  curious  little  incident  showing  the 
feeling  in  regard  to  the  Game  Laws 
which  took  place  last  year.  A  Scotch 
farmer  was  subjected  to  an  atrocious 
punishment  for  tr^'ing  to  snare  a  hare 
just  outside  his  own  hedge.  A  Scotch 
Member  brought  up  a  question  on  the 
subject ;  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Homo  Department  said  he 
was  prepared  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
modify  that  law.     He  did  bring  in  a 
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Bill,  declaring  that  when  there  was  no 
evidence  whatever  that  violence  was 
committed  or  was  intended,  that  th« 
punishment  for  night  poaching  shooM 
be  reduced  to  what  it  would  have  been 
if  the  offence  had  been  committed  in  the 
day  time.  I  at  once  rose  and  suggested 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that,  how- 
ever desirable  it  might  be  thus  to  assist 
the  Scotch  farmers,  the  "Rngliah  fanners 
had  every  right  to  the  same  privLlege, 
and  that  he  surely  would  not  dream  of 
passing  a  Bill  for  Scotland  which  did 
not  extend  to  England.  After  some  con- 
sultation, the  Lord  Advocate  frankly 
accepted  that  alteration,  and  promiMd 
if  I  would  withdraw  my  opposition  to 
the  second  reading  that  he  would 
pledge  himself  to  bring  in  a  Bill  extend- 
ing the  change  to  Great  Britain.  I  was, 
unfortunately,  ill  at  that  period,  and  had 
no  opportunity  of  watching  exactly  how 
the  matter  went ;  but  I  know,  in  the  first 

f>lace,  that  this  fairly  moderate  piece  of 
egislation  was  altered  down  to  absolate 
nothingness  and  meaningiessneas.  It 
was  provided,  in  the  first  place,  that  the 
poacher  must  be  alone,  and  that  he  must 
have  no  nets  with  him;  so  that  it 
amounted  to  this — ^that  if  he  proved  he 
was  not  a  poacher  he  should  only  be 
punished  as  if  he  had  been  caught  in 
the  day  time.  But  that  change  was  too 
strong  for  the  Government  Bendi,  and 
the  Bill  was  officially  barked  at  7  o'clock 
in  the  morning  one  day  in  August.  No 
doubt  it  may  be  said  when  the  Ooveni- 
ment  saw  it  had  been  reduced  by  their 
Friends  to  so  simple  a  matter  they  re- 
solved to  put  it  on  one  side,  and  to  deal 
with  the  matter  in  the  Criminal  Code 
Bill.  But  on  examining  that  Bill  I  find 
in  it  the  same  atrocious  clause,  and  it  if 
still  proposed  that  a  man  should  be 
liable  to  seven  years'  transportation  fiv 
taking  a  rabbit.  While  tnat  clause  re- 
mains in  that  Bill  I  promise  it  my  most 
unmitigated  opposition ;  and  I  will  stop 
short  of  nothing  but  that  never-to*be> 
mentioned  horror  of  havinjr  my  humble 
name  mentioned  by  you,  Sir.  In  £utt 
the  only  alteration  in  the  law  of  li^ 
years  has  been  an  alteration  of  the  meet 
aggravating  severity;  and  that  is  tlM 
Act  of  1 862,  called  the  Poaching  Pke- 
vention  Act.  This  Act  did  a  great  deal 
towards  making  game  property,  not  so 
far  as  it  turned  policemen  into  game 
preservers,  and  actuidly  disregarded  a 
vital  principle  in  our  Constitution  that  a 
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man  shall  be  deemed  innocent  until  be  is 

prored  guilty.    At  present  any  poor  la- 

oourer  wandering  along  tbe  road  witb  a 

bag  on  bis  back  may  be  stopped  by  any 

aooundrel  gamekeeper,  wbo  can  claim 

the  rigbt  to  searcb  bim  in  order  to  see 

wbetber  be  bas  or  bas  not  game  upon 

bim.    Tbe  Commissioner  of  The  Norfolk 

N$W9  said — 

**  Ab  I  have  seen  and  heard  much  of  the  ctU 
of  game  preflerving,  I  will  add  one  or  two  facts 
of  which  I  was  reminded  by  my  informant  in 
Suffolk,  who  has  had  large  experience  in  game 
dirtricts.  He  ascribed  much  evil  to  the  Poach* 
iag  Prercntion  Act,  by  which  policemen  were 
tnxBed  into  gamekeepers,  paid  Dy  the  county 
and  the  State.  This  Act  has  so  operated  that 
while  game  preserfing  is  as  rampant  as  ever 
gamekeepers  are  less  and  less  in  request,  their 
plaoes  hieing  supplied  by  policemen.  Ho  as* 
gored  me  that  a  little  while  ago  in  The  Field 
newspaper  he  observed  60  advertisements  by 
gamekeepers  out  of  situations,  and  only  two  by 
gentlemen  requiring  gamekeepers.'* 

Ftobably  tbe  audacity  of  class  legis- 
lation was  never  manifested  in  a  more 
distinct  manner  tban  in  tbis  case,  wben, 
having  first  confiscated  tbe  property  of 
tbe  people  in  tbe  wild  animals  of  tbe 
country,  tbe  country  gentlemen  tben 
forced  tbe  people  to  pay  for  tbe  preser- 
Tation  of  tbe  stolen  property. 

Two  propositions  have  been  made 
under  wnicb  tbe  present  Game  Laws 
migbt  be  abolisbeo,  to  make  g^me  pro- 
perty, or  to  pass  a  -stringent  Trespass 
Law.  To  pass  a  Trespass  Bill  is  simply 
to  re-produce  tbe  Oame  Laws  in  anotber 
form ;  wbile  to  make  eame  property  is 
to  increase  tbe  eril,  and  to  make  it  more 
flagrant  by  making  tbe  confiscation  of 
the  property  of  tbe  people  absolute  and 
certain.  A  stringent  trespass  law — wby, 
the  Night  Poaching  Act  is  a  strineent 
Trespass  Law.  If  you  want  to  reduce 
the  eril,  tou  must  reduce  tbe  bead  of 
game.  If  you  pass  a  stringent  Trespass 
Law  which  does  not  allow  tbe  bead  of 

Sme  to  be  destroyed,  you  will  simply 
Te  made  a  nominal  change.  A  much 
more  valuable  change  suggested  is  to 
remove  sronnd  game  from  tbe  protection 
of  the  Act,  and  to  leave  only  winged 
game  under  its  protection.  I  cannot 
accept  the  principle  that  ground  game  | 
is  the  only  one  wbicb  does  damage ;  im-  ■ 
mense  harm  is  done  by  wingcil  game 
also.  The  Bibbop  of  Mancbc^ter  writc-s  : 
—••Ground  pune  does  more  hurt  to  tbe 
farmer ;  winged  game  does  mor^*  burt  to 
the  peasantry."  I  apprebend  al.v>  that 
of  the  10,<KK)  men  convicted  annually. 


far  more  are  victims  to  pheasants  tban 
to  bares.  Mr.  Hammerton,  of  the 
Warwickshire  Farmers*  Club,  declared 
that  be  had  board  farmers  say  they  bad 
bad  gamekeepers  hatching  and  increas- 
ing game  for  months  on  their  farms ; 
and  when  they  began  to  peck  their  food, 
and  were  not  able  to  fly,  they  were  taken 
in  baskets  and  set  down  in  tbe  middle 
of  tbe  fields  to  eat  com.  Mr.  Fisher,  a 
Scotch  farmer,  said  before  the  Committee 
that  ''  a  man  in  the  Highlands  had  bis 
entire  crop  destroyed  by  grouse."  My 
objection  to  tbis  change  is  a  fatal  one— 
that  it  is  impossible  to  separate  these 
two  heads  of  game.  If  you  substitute 
for  tbe  Game  Laws  a  Trespass  Law,  as 
regards  ground  game,  who  is  to  tell 
which  a  man  is  trespassing  in  searcb  of? 
Tbe  landlord  will  be  sure  to  say  that  tbe 
man  is  after  winged  game,  tbe  trespasser 
will  declare  be  is  after  ground  game ; 
and  wbile  there  is  a  great  bead  of  game 
left  on  tbe  land,  not  only  will  tbe  evil 
to  tbe  farmer  be  undiminished,  but  tbe 
evil  of  poaching  and  of  trespassing  will  be 
neither  diminished  nor  done  away  witb. 
We  say  simply  to  abolish  tbe  Game 
Laws  is  tbe  only  way  to  mitigate  the  evil. 
Now,  tbis  is  my  indictment  against  tbe 
Game  Law  system.  It  is  a  strong  one  I 
believe.  It  is  a  true  and  un  exaggerated 
one.  I  have  carried  tbe  House  through 
the  various  classes  affected  by  the  law  up 
to  the  whole  of  tbe  community.  I  cannot 
hope  that  I  have  converted  tbe  House 
to  my  views.  Tbe  House  will,  perhaps, " 
excuse  me  for  saying  that  if  there  he 
any  subject  in  tbis  House  on  wbicb  I 
could  not  expect  it  to  exhibit  absolute 
impartiality,  it  would  be  on  the  question 
of  supporting  these  Game  Laws.  But 
if  I  have  not  converted  them,  and  if  we 
cannot  get  rid  of  these  laws  from  within, 
we  must  ask  assistance  from  without. 
I  find  an  historical  parallel  wbicb  en- 
courages me  in  what  I  do.  We  are  told 
that  many  hundred  years  ago  tbe  fields 
of  tbe  Balearic  Islanders  were  overrun 
and  eaten  up  by  rabbits,  wbicb  could 
not  be  slain  by  the  natives  because  tbey 
were  sacre^l  animals.  It  is  interesting 
to  the  philosophic  observer  to  notice  tbe 
continuity  of  certain  religious  ideas. 
The  rabbit  is  as  fiacre<l  now  as  it  was 
before  the  Cl.ristian  era.  Well,  the 
Balearic  I-landers  found  they  must  get 
rid  of  the  rabbits,  berau*e  rabbitii  and 
religion  t*>g'-ther  would  bare  l>e*-'n  their 
ruin.     But  as  tbey  were  unable  to  do 
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it  tbemselyes,  tbey  sent  to  Borne  for 
soldiers  to  do  their  business,  who  bad 
no  religious  scruples  on  tbe  subject.  It 
is  wbat  I  propose  to  do.  But  tbe  Borne 
to  wbicb  we  sball  bave  to  send  is  not 
fartber  removed  tban  our  agricultural 
districts,  and  tbe  soldiers  wbo  will  do 
our  business  will  be  tbe  enfrancbised 
agricultural  labourers.  In  conclusion, 
I  beg  leave  to  move  tbe  Besolution  of 
wbicb  I  bave  given  Notice. 

Sir  GEOBGE  CAMPBELL,  in  rising 
to  second  tbe  Motion,  said,  be  bad  not 
been  in  tbe  babit  of  taking  part  in  tbe 
debates  on  tbe  subject;  but  be  was  of 
opinion  tbat  tbe  Game  Laws  were  radi- 
cally wrong,  and  must  be  swept  away, 
and  if  be  bad  not  been  of  tbat  opinion, 
he  would  have  been  convinced  by  tbe 
eloquent  and  impressive  speech  of  tbe 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  (Mr.  P.  A. 
Taylor).  He  did  not  know  whether  tbe 
remedy  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member 
was  the  Dest  that  could  be  discovered  ; 
but,  at  any  rate,  tbey  would  clear  the 
ground.  He  was  in  a  position  to  take 
a  somewhat  impartial  view  of  tbe  sub- 
ject, as  for  the  last  85  years  —  indeed, 
from  the  time  be  was  able  to  hold  a 
gun — be  never  missed  an  opportunity 
of  doing  his  duty  in  tbe  way  of 
shooting,  although  with  somewhat  in- 
dififerent  success.  He  quite  admitted 
tbat,  to  a  certain  extent,  man  was  a 
hunting  animal ;  and  tbat  being  bis  na- 
ture, be  thought  it  was  well  tbat  hard- 
working men — such  as  tbe  Legislators 
of  tbat  House — should,  after  they  bad 
terminated  their  labours,  return  to  their 
savage  state,  and  the  pursuit  of  wild 
animals.  As  it  was  a  good  thing  to 
turn  a  horse  out  to  grass,  so  it  was  a 
good  thing  tbat  a  man  sboiild  be  turned 
to  his  savage  state  at  times.  But  this 
might  be  carried  too  far  in  the  interests 
of  the  rich.  As  a  consequence  of  tbe 
preservation  of  game,  it  was  a  fact  tbat, 
at  the  present  time,  a  Highlander  bad 
become  almost  an  extinct  animal  in  bis 
own  country,  which  had  been  converted 
into  a  ground  of  enjoyment  for  tbe 
rich.  In  tbe  view  of  our  requirements 
as  a  great  Empire,  it  was,  be  believed, 
an  irreparable  error  to  have  caused 
tbe  wholesale  emigration  of  Highlanders 
to  take  place.  The  result  of  such  a 
depopulation  was  tbat  wo  had  not  now 
the  men  for  our  Armies  tbat  wo  formerly 
had.  In  tbe  Highlands,  men  bad  to 
give  way  to  sheep,  and  sheep  to  grouse, 
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and  thereby  a  great  national  loss  had 
been  sustained.  His  opinion^  however, 
was  tbat,  although  the  Game  Laws 
might,  in  many  respects,  operate  for  the 
benefit  of  the  rich,  and  in  some  seiiBe, 
when  used  moderately  and  fairly,  be 
from  their  point  of  view  not  undeorable, 
still  that  the  House  should  take  a  wid«r 
range  and  consider  what  was  mort  bene- 
ficial to  the  whole  community.  The  con- 
clusion from  tbe  arguments  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester  was,  he  though 
irresistible  —  namely,  that  g^eat  and 
grave  evils  arose  to  the  oommuniWfrom 
the  existence  of  those  laws,  and  that, 
therefore,  those  evils  most  be  remedied 
by  some  very  radical  change.  He  woold 
not  go  into  the  case  of  the  fiumen. 
They  were,  no  doubt,  able,  to  a  certain 
extent,  to  preserve  their  interests  bj 
contract ;  but  they  could  not  always  take 
sufficient  care  of  themselves,  for  it  wsi 
notorious  tbat  contracts  were  freqnsntlj 
found  to  be  insufficient  for  the  pnrposs 
intended,  and  great  losses  resmltsd  to 
them  from  the  action  of  tlie  Game 
Laws.  But  his  chief  interest  was  in 
the  general  eommnnity,  who  might  be 
said  to  be  represented  by  the  poadisr. 
Now,  the  poacher  was  an  unpopolsr 
person,  although,  he  believed,  Snske> 
speare,  Bobin  Hood,  and  other  distin* 
g^ished  persons,  who  had  come  dowa  to 
us  as  great  men  and  great  heroes,  wsrs 
poachers.  However  that  might  be,  it 
was  certainly  tbe  case  that  there  ejdirtsd 
in  tbe  general  oommunity  a  justifi- 
able feeling  against  the  Game  Laws. 
As  be  understood  the  state  of  things,  it 
was  this — The  Oommon  Law  of  "Rn^aii^ 
and  Scotland  wasin  favour  of  the  poacher. 
Trespass  upon  land  was  not  a  criminsl 
offence ;  its  utmost  penalty  was  paymtnt 
for  the  damage  done  to  fences  or  crops. 
Neither  was  the  killing  of  g^ame  an 
ofience  at  Oommon  Law.  But  Pariis- 
ment  had,  by  statute,  created  a  oonoets 
offence,  and  trespass  in  pursuit  of  gains 
became  a  crime.  It  was  made  a  criminsl 
offence  by  landlord  enactments  and  Land 
Laws,  against  which  the  feelings  of  the 
people  rebelled.  What,  then,  was  ths 
remedy  tbe  hon.  Member  proposed  ?  It 
was  simply  tbe  abolition  of  the  Qams 
Laws  ;  and  bo  was  not  sure  that,  npoa 
tbe  whole,  admitting  tbat  it  would  be 
an  evil  as  regarded  the  recreation  of  the 
rich,  it  would  not,  if  it  were  possibls, 
be  a  good  thing  to  have  tbe  Oame  Laws 
whoUv  abolished,  and  with  the  Gams 
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Laws  the  game  also.  But  he  feared  in 
the  present  state  of  things  that  was  not 
possible.  He  thoroughly  agreed  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  that  they 
could  not  cure  the  evil  by  any  mere 
modification  of  the  present  Game  Laws. 
There  was  one  remedy  which  had  been 
proposed,  and  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  jjeioester  stigmatized  as  idiotic.  That 
remedy  would  make  game  property  on 
certain  conditions.  Unless  they  abo- 
lished the  Game  Laws  and  game  alto- 
gether, he  thought  the  only  alternative 
was  to  make  game  property.  But  he 
would  not  do  that  without  compensation. 
The  rights  of  the  people  as  to  free  ac- 
cess to  land  had  been  greatly  abridged 
in  recent  times.  Not  many  centuries  ago 
two-thirds  of  the  land  of  England  was 
common  or  commonable  land.  There 
was  free  passage  over  it,  and  there  was 
the  right  to  the  game.  Gradually  these 
rights  had  been  taken  away,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  land  inclosed ;  and 
the  people  were  absolutely  confined  to 
the  nign  roads.  The  result  was  great 
inconvenience,  and  it  would  be  an  addi- 
tional grievance  if  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  the  g^ame  was  swept  away  without 
any  compensation.  The  view  of  the 
case  he  nad  to  suggest  was  that  this 
question  of  the  Game  Laws  should  be 
treated,  not  bv  itself,  but  in  connection 
with  the  whole  of  the  Land  Question, 
which  was  coming  rapidly  upon  us. 
Unless  the  Game  I^ws  were  to  oe  abo- 
lished altogether,  the  only  alternative 
was  to  make  the  game  property,  as  sheep 
were,  under  certain  conditions ;  and  in 
that  event  the  people  ought  to  have  a 
qmd  pro  auo  in  meir  restoration  to  some 
of  the  otner  rights  in  the  land  of  which 
thej  had  been  deprived.  The  kind  of 
^uid  pro  QUO  he  would  suggest  would  be 
to  give  tne  people  an  absolute  right  of 
way  over  the  land,  with  fair  compensa- 
tion to  the  landlord,  whenever  it  was 
really  necessary,  and  to  make  that  ne- 
oeeaary,  subject  to  the  decision  of  a 
pnbUc  tribunal,  and  to  establish  the  lia- 
Dility  of  the  proprietors  to  the  expro- 
priation of  poridons  of  the  land  for  pur- 
poeee  of  general  benefit  —  for  garden 
grounds,  small  properties,  and  other  re- 
guirements  of  the  people— with,  again, 
fair  compensation  to  the  landlord,  as  had 
been  suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Green wirh.  Tho 
hon.  Member  concluded  by  seconding 
the  Motion. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  ex- 
isting Game  Law  Code,  maintained  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preserving  certain  wild  animals  for 
sport,  is  unjust  to  the  farmer,  demoralising  to 
the  labourer,  and  injurious  to  the  whole  com- 
munity, and  should  therefore  be  abolished.'* — 
{Mr.  F,A.  Taylor.) 

SiK  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT,  in 
rising  to  move,  as  an  Amendment,  **  That 
it  is  not  now  expedient  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  Game  Laws,"  said,  the 
hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat  down 
(Sir  George  Campbell)  had  given  many 
reasons  why  the  Game  Laws  should  not 
be  abolished,  and  yet  he  was  going  to 
support  the  Resolution  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Leicester  (Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor). 
The  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  told 
them  he  had  amused  himself  by  shoot- 
ing ;  but  in  the  hon.  Member  for  Leices- 
ter they  had  a  man  who  had  never, 
perhaps,  indulged  in  the  pastime  of 
shootingor  hunting  since  the  day  he  was 
bom.  What  did  the  hon.  Member  know 
of  the  feelings  of  those  who  indulged  in 
English  sports?  He  must  know  venr 
little,  if  he  supposed  that  by  one  fell 
swoop  he  could,  oy  a  Resolution  in  that 
House,  abolish  the  Game  Laws.  He 
had  read  a  great  number  of  extracts  from 
newspapers ;  but  he  had  not  verified  one 
of  them.  He  (Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot) 
did  not  rise  to  defend  the  over-preser- 
vation of  game ;  in  fact,  he  disliked  it  as 
much  as  anyone.  He  believed  over- 
preservation  had  been  fatal  in  some 
counties,  and  that  had  it  not  been  for 
it,  this  outcry  against  the  Game  Laws 
would  never  have  been  raised.  No  one 
was  more  fond  of  good  shooting  than  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Oxford 
(Sir  William  Harcourt) ;  he  enjoyed  it, 
and  would  be  sorry  to  see  it  abolished ; 
he  would  be  tho  last  man  to  go  and 
live  or  even  stay  in  the  country  un- 
less he  could  enjoy  this  sport.  It  did 
not  at  all  follow  that  he  liked  to  in- 
dulge in  it  to  the  detriment  of  anyone 
else ;  and  it  was  not  necessary  that  he 
need  do  so.  They  did  not  require  tho 
abolition  of  the  Game  Laws  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  tlie  evils  connected  with  them. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldv  did  not 
think  tlioy  ought  to  be  abolished,  but 
would  make  game  property  providing 
trespass  were  abolished.  Suppose  the 
hon.  Member  had  an  estate  near  a  large 
town  ;  how  would  he  like  a  few  thousand 
people  trampling  over  the  crops  ?    That 
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could  be  satisfactory  neither  to  liim  nor 
to  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  such  a  pro- 
posal might  be  dismissed  as  one  which, 
if  it  were  tried,  would  certainly  have 
to  be  repealed.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  had  alluded  to  one  of  the  most 
mischievous  of  practices,  the  buying  of 
eggs.  No  gentleman  ought  to  buy  egg^ ; 
it  was  a  temptation  to  the  poorer  classes 
to  take  them  in  order  to  sell  them  at  the 
highest  prices  they  could  obtain  ;  it  made 
them  poachers  from  their  youth  ;  and  it 
was  an  excessively  mischievous  thing. 
But  that  was  no  reason  why  the  Game 
Laws  should  be  abolished.  No  doubt, 
there  were  anomalies  connected  with  the 
Game  Laws,  and  some  poachers  had  been 
dealt  with  too  severely ;  but  if  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester  would  look  at  all 
the  cases  that  came  before  the  magis- 
trates, he  would  find  that  they  did  act 
with  discrimination,  and  that  they  made 
a  difference  between  trumpery  cases  and 
those  in  which  violence  had  been  used. 
He  did  not  deny  that  an  excessive  amount 
of  ground  game  had  in  former  days  done 
a  great,  he  might  say  an  immense 
amount  of  mischief;  but  in  his  (Sir 
Walter  B.  Barttelot's)  own  county,  at 
least,  that  complaint  had  been  got  rid  of 
as  regarded  hares  and  rabbits,  by  letting 
tenants  come  there  and  have  power  to 
kill  rabbits.  Landlords  felt  that  it  was, 
indeed,  to  the  best  interest  of  both  that 
they  should  be  on  good  terms  with 
their,  tenants;  they  often  went  out 
shooting  together,  and  the  tenant  en- 
joyed sporting  over  the  property  he 
rented.  Did  tenants  wish  to  have  the 
Game  Laws  abolished  ?  If  the  game  on 
a  farm  were  given  up  to  the  tenant  he 
always  proved  to  be  the  best  game- 
keeper :  no  one  enjoyed  shooting  more ; 
and  whether  the  tenants  had  the  game, 

Provided  they  had  the  power  to  keep 
own  the  rabbits,  they  would  be  the 
last  to  say  the  Game  Laws  ought  to  be 
abolished.  If  they  did  not  give  gentle- 
men some  amusement  to  attract  them  to 
the  country  and  to  keep  them  there,  they 
would  have  absenteeism,  which  was  so 
much  complained  of  in  Ireland.  What 
an  amount  of  writing  thoro  was  in  the 
newspapers  about  the  12th  of  August, 
tlio  Ist  of  September,  and  the  1st  of 
October  !  Woiild  it  not  be  a  disappoint- 
ment to  the  people  in  the  towns  if  tliere 
was  no  game  in  thtuountiy  ?  In  France 
they  could  not  find  a  blackbird  r>r  a  spar- 
row, and  now  legislation  was  necessary 

Sir  Walter  B,  Barttehi 


to  preserve  even  the  small  birds.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  had  called  to 
his  aid  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
!Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  John 
Bright),  who  never  had  a  good  word  to 
say  for  country  gentlemen  ;  but  if  the 
Game  Laws  were  abolished  then  salmon 
rivers  ought  not  to  be  preserved ;  and 
the  hon.  Member  for  Ijeicester,  to  be 
consistent,  should  indade  them  in  his 
Motion.  The  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  was 
only  amiable  when  he  was  catching  t 
salmon ;  but  otherwise  he  described  coon- 
try  gentlemen  as  stupid,  g^od  for  nothing, 
and  who  were  only  interested  in  punish- 
ing and  avenging  themselves  on  poachexs. 
If  the  Game  Laws  were  fairly  adminis- 
tered and  over-preservation  was  stopped, 
they  might  be  maintained  with  less  nus- 
chief  than  would  attend  their  abolitinn, 
and  it  was  for  that  reason  he  mored  that 
it  was  not  expedient  to  deal  with  them  tt 
the  present  time. 

Earl  PEBCY,  in  seconding  theAmend- 
ment,  said,  that  in  mentioning  Bobin 
Hood  as  a  poacher  it  had  been  over* 
looked  that  he  was  also  a  biRhwayman, 
and  that  it  was  as  good  a  defence  fiff 
highway  robbery  as  for  poaching  to  bit 
that  it  was  a  temptation  to  the  poor  man 
that  the  rich  man  should  have  some- 
thing the  poor  man  wanted.  The  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  (Ur. 
P.  A.  Taylor)  was  a  grreat  display  A 
strong  feeling  and  liara  words  against 
the  Game  Laws  and  their  administra- 
tion ;  but  his  strength  of  feeling  was  a 
good  deal  wasted,  because  no  one  woold 
deny  that  as  regarded  such  administra- 
tion there  were  some  evils  coimected 
with  the  system  of  game  preserrioff 
which  all  would  be  gls^  to  see  removea. 
But  when  the  hon.  Member  said  thej 
were  an  element  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
troFs  of  the  country  he  £d  not  adduce 
any  evidence  of  a  conclusive  character. 
Nothing  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  said,  from  the  beginning  to  ths 
end  of  his  speech,  as  proving  damage, 
referred  to  anything  but  hares  and  rab- 
bits. Besides,  the  instances  he  quoted  re- 
lated to  only  one  or  two  districts  of  the 
country.  Speaking  with,  perhajts,  almost 
(.'qual  authority,  he  (Earl  Percy)  mi^ 
say  he  knew  x^arts  of  England  where  no 
such  cases,  nor  anything  approaching  to 
th(«m,  could  bo  brought  forward  against 
cither  landlords  or  magistrates.  The&i 
tlie  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  compared 
the  state  of  things  in  France  under  the 
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old  rig%m$  to  what  now  existed  in  Eng- 
land. But  no  such  comparison  could  be 
instituted.  He  did  not  need  to  follow 
the  hon.  Member  in  all  the  accusations 
he  had  brought  against  the  working  of 
the  Game  Laws.  Without  defending 
the  stringency  of  those  laws,  he  must 
observe  that  many  of  the  cases  brought 
forward  were  cases  in  which  the  law 
had  been  stretched  in  a  manner  in  which 
those  who  wished  the  Game  Laws  pre- 
senred  disapproved.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Elirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Campbell) 
had  shown  most  conclusivdy,  as  his  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  the  Mover  of  the 
Amendment  (Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot) 
said,  what  was  the  real  value  of  the  Game 
Laws  in  a  national  point  of  view.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  said  a  poor 
man  had  now  no  right  to  go  anywhere 
bnt  along  the  highway;  but  that  cer- 
tainly was  not  the  fact.  Li  no  country 
that  he  (Earl  Percy)  was  acquainted 
with  was  there  greater  freedom  enjoyed 
by  the  public  to  traverse  the  lands  of 
proprietors  than  in  England,  and  for 
thia  simple  reason — that  the  Game  Laws 
enabled  them  to  put  a  *stop  to  any  abuse 
of  the  right.  Me  heeurd  with  some 
alarm  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Kirkcaldy  that  there  should  be  right 
of  way  over  every  man's  property ;  but 
if,  in  the  absence  of  Game  Laws,  they 
were  to  preserve  their  property  from 
mischief  by  trespass,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  have  a  strict  Law  of  Trespaseu 
They  had  been  told  that  if  country  gen- 
tlemen were  deprived  of  the  right  they 
had  to  enjoy  sport,  they  would  most 
likely  leave  their  homes  and  live  else- 
where. There  was  a  great  deal  of  truth 
in  that;  but  he  put  the  question  on 
hiffher  ground.  That  which  distin- 
guished uiis  country  was  what  was  called 
our  country  life,  under  which  a  body  of 
eentlemen  possessed  of  property,  and 
having  the  interests  of  the  people  at 
heart,  took  part  in  the  sports  and  directed 
the  local  affairs  of  their  district,  thus 
showing  that  they  were  of  use  and  in- 
fluence in  the  world.  Of  this  influence 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  sought 
to  deprive  them.  This  was  a  question 
which  concerned  the  whole  nation.  If, 
as  he  (Earl  Percy)  believed,  country 
gentlemen  were  the  most  respected  and 
respectable  class  in  the  country,  if  they 
dia  good  work  and  maintained  a  position 
which  gave  to  the  country  character  and 
weight,  he  said  it  would  be  an  evil  day 
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for  the  country  when  those  were  driven 
from  it  who  formed  so  essential  an  ele- 
ment in  its  direction  and  in  its  power. 
He  hoped  that  day  was  far  distant ;  and 
though  he  should  be  sorry  to  base  his 
objection  to  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester  solely  on  this 
ground,  yet,  seeing  in  it  an  element  of 
great  danger,  and  taking  other  objec- 
tions also  into  consideration,  he  begged 
to  second  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "That"  to  the 
end  of  the  Qaestion,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
"  it  is  not  now  expedient  to  deal  with  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Game  Laws," — {Sir  Walter  BartUM,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

PRIVILEGE     (TOWER     HIGH     LEVEL 

BRIDGE  (METROPOLIS)  COMMITTEE). 

A&BEST    OF    OHABLES   EDMUND    ORISSELL. 

The  Serjeant  at  Arms  reported  to  the 
House  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 
of  the  House,  and  in  obedience  to  Mr. 
Speaker's  Warrant,  he  had  taken  Charles 
Ikimund  Ghrissell  into  custody. 

Mb.  ASSHETON  CEOSS  :  Mr. 
Speaker,  in  the  absence  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  I  move  that 
Charles  Edmund  Orissell  do  stand  com- 
mitted to  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  at 
Arms ;  and  that  you,  Sir,  do  issue  your 
Warrant  accordingly ;  and  that  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms  do  bring  him  in  custody 
to  the  Bar  of  the  House  to-morrow  at 
12  o'clock. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Charles  Edmund  Grissell  do 
stand  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms  attending  this  House;  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  issae  his  Warrants  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  do  bring 
the  said  Charles  Edmund  Grissell,  in  custody, 
to  the  Bar  of  this  House,  To-morrow,  at  Twelve 
of  the  clock. 

GAME  LAWS.— RESOLUTION. 

Question  again  proposed,  ''That  the 
words  proposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

Sir  ALEXANDER  GORDON  said, 
it  was  amusing  to  hear  that  the  Seconder 
of  the  Resolution  did  not  agree  with  it, 
because  he  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
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Game  Laws  should  not  be  abolished,  but 
altered.  In  that  he  agreed  entirely. 
Nothing  had  created  more  irritation  in 
connection  with  this  subject  than  the 
practice  of  selling  game  ;  and  those  who 
wished  to  preserve  the  Game  Laws 
should  do  their  best  to  put  a  stop  to 
that  practice.  So  far  from  the  Game 
Laws  being  objected  to  as  a  whole,  he 
had  known  farmers  object  to  the  small 
quantity  of  game.  Farmers  liked  to 
have  a  few  hares  to  shoot  in  order  to 
entertain  a  friend.  If  he  voted  for  the 
Eesolution,  it  would  be  in  the  sense  of 
the  Seconder  and  not  of  the  Mover,  for 
he  thought  that  it  was  desirable  not  to 
abolish  but  to  modify  the  Game  Laws. 
He  had  himself  introduced  a  Bill  on  the 
subject  which  had  satisfied  that  not  very 
easily  satisfied  body,  the  Scotch  Cham- 
ber of  Agriculture.  It  proceeded  upon 
the  principle  of  abolishing  the  protec- 
tion of  ground  game ;  and  he  believed 
that  if  that  were  done  there  would  be 
little  more  agitation  against  the  Game 
Laws.  The  Court  of  Session  in  Scot- 
land had  last  year  decided  that  rabbits 
were  vermin,  and  as  such  ought  to  be 
destroyed  by  farmers  without  taking  out 
a  gun  licence  ;  but  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  refused  to  instruct  his 
officers  to  recognize  that  decision  in  so 
far  as  to  exempt  farmers  from  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  out  a  gun  licence  in  order 
to  shoot  rabbits;  and  a  similar  diffi- 
culty, raised  as  to  the  shooting  of  wood 
pigeons  without  taking  out  a  gun  licence, 
had  created  great  irritation,  and  had  led 
to  a  good  deal  of  agitation  against  the 
Game  Laws;  because  people  had  got 
the  idea  that,  unless  the  Game  Laws 
were  abolished,  they  could  not  shoot 
rabbits  and  pigeons  without  a  licence.  In 
conclusion,  the  hon.  and  gallant  Baronet 
repeated  that  he  should  vote  for  the  Be- 
Bolution  in  the  sense  put  upon  it  by  the 
Seconder,  and  not  in  that  of  the  Mover, 
because  he  was  not  for  the  abolition,  but 
the  reform  of  the  Game  Laws. 

Mr.  CLAEE  read  said,  he  stood  in 
a  peculiar  position  with  regard  to  this 
question.  He  did  not  agree  with  his 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  who  moved  the 
Amendment  (Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot), 
which  he  (Mr.  Clare  Read)  thought  was 
somewhat  shirking  tlie  question.  He  did 
not  agree  with  his  hon.  Friend  who 
moved  the  Resolution  (Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor); 
and  he  was  equally  unable  to  aeree  with 
his  Seconder,  or  the  hon.  and  gallant 
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Gentleman  who  had  spoken  last  (Sir 
Alexander  Gordon),  as  they  both  ob- 
jected to  the  repeal  of  the  Game  Laws, 
and  yet  were  going  to  vote  for  such  re- 
peal. He  looked  at  the  q uestion  almost 
entirely  from  an  agricultural  point  of 
view,  and  would  endorse  a  saying  which 
was  attributable  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr. 
John  Bright) — namely,  that  a  farmer  had 
a  right  to  protect  his  crops  from  all 
wild  animals  that  preyed  npon  them. 
That  was  his  (Mr.  Clare  Head's)  notion— 
that  a  farmer  should  have  the  inalienable 
privilege  of  killing  hares  and  rabbits 
which  devastated  his  farm.  He  went 
even  further  than  that;  he  would  not 
deprive  a  landlord  of  that  power,  for  he 
had  seen  instances  in  which  game  wu 
kept  in  such  a  quantity  by  a  tenant  ts 
to  seriously  injure  the  property  of  the 
landlord.  The  rabbits  and  nax^^8  pulled 
down  fences,  destroyed  quickset,  and  ate 
away  the  underwood ;  and  actually,  in 
some  cases,  they  destroyed  the  young 
timber.  If  the  law  granted  this 
joint  right,  he  believed  that  in  the 
majority  of  cases  there  would  be  no 
collision  between  the  landlord  and  ten- 
ant.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  agricul- 
tural grievance  centred  in  ffround  game. 
With  the  exception  of  wood  pigeons,  tU 
kinds  of  birds  did  a  certain  amount  of 
good — more  good  than  harm — and  1m 
would  be  very  sorry  indeed  that  game  bizdi 
should  be  extirpated.  His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Leicester  had  ridiculed 
his  statement  that  there  were  Game 
Laws  in  America;  but,  although  ha 
ight  be  an  ''innocent  ignorant,"  he 
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certainly  did  see  and  hear  of  Game  Laws 
there.  You  constantly  saw  notices  put 
up  that  trespassers  who  hunted  or  fished 
would  be  prosecuted.  Even  in  the  wild 
State  of  Minnesota,  where  there  were 
thousands  of  acres  of  unoccupied  land, 
there  was  a  very  stringent  law  renrding 
the  preservation  of  wild  fowl  and  birds. 
In  almost  every  State  there  was  a  dose 
time ;  and  even  in  New  York,  he  believed, 
the  people  were  not  allowed  to  kfll  a 
sparrow.  The  consequence  waa  that 
there  was  such  an  enormous  number  of 
sparrows  in  New  York  that  he  was  quite 
sure  they  must  be  a  dreadful  nuisance. 
It  was  rather  curious  that,  while  the 
English  farmer  complained  of  hares  and 
rabbits,  the  Irish  farmer  rather  rejoiced 
in  the  hare,  so  that  last  Session  a  BiU 
had  been  introduced  and  passed  to  enact 
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a  close  season  for  hares.  He  hoped  that 
such  a  proposal  would  not  be  made  for 
England.  It  was  quite  true  that  he  (Mr. 
Clare  Bead)  had  stated  some  years  ago 
that  thousands  more  sheep  could  have 
been  reared  in  Norfolk  but  for  the  large 
quantity  of  ground  game  that  was  to  be 
found  in  that  county.  Ho  had  very 
great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  de- 
creased quantity  of  ground  game  in  the 
Eastern  Counties  at  the  present  time. 
In  fact,  hares  and  rabbits  were  done 
away  with  on  many  estates.  When  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  said  this  was 
a  year  of  exceptional  severity  in  the 
agricultural  districts,  he  (Mr.  Clare 
Bead)  would  also  observe  that  the  year 
was  also  an  exceptional  one  as  regarded 
the  small  quantity  of  game  in  those 
oonnties;  and,  therefore,  he  did  not  think 
flrame  could  be  said  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  deficiency  in  the  crops.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Lei- 
cester in  thinking  the  Police  Poaching 
Act  objectionable.  It  was  anomalous 
that  a  police-constable  should  have  the 
right  to  search  a  man  in  the  highway  if 
suspected  of  poaching,  but  not  if  sus- 

Eected  of  robbing  a  hen-roost.  When, 
owever,  it  was  asserted  that  a  starving 
labourer  was  under  peculiar  temptation 
to  poach  rather  than  steal,  he  begged  to 
express  his  dissent.  He  could  not  see 
why  a  g^me  preserve  should  be  more 
temptinff  than  a  hen-roost  or  a  sheep- 
fold,  under  the  existing  law,  a  land- 
lord could  eat  a  tenant  up  by  means  of 
game,  and  yet  the  Law  of  Distress  would 

five  him  the  power  to  recover  his  rent. 
hat  seemed  to  him  an  injustice.  The 
landlord  might — he  did  not  say  it  was 
often  done— 3et  his  farm,  and  afterwards 
let  his  game.  The  consequence  would 
be  that  the  game  tenant  would  have  no 
sympathy  with  the  agricultural  tenant, 
and  the  latter  might  be  ruined ;  and 
though  he  did  not  say  such  cases  hap- 
pened frequently,  still  he  thought  the 
Jaw  which  allowed  them  ought  to  be 
amended.  He  was  not  a  total  repealer, 
but  a  reformer  of  the  Qamo  Laws.  He 
thought  a  remedy  might  be  found  for 
the  farmer  as  well  as  for  the  landlord, 
by  modifjring  the  existing  laws.  Al- 
thoQgh  there  were  one  or  two  Com- 
mittees which  had  made  suggestions  and 
certain  modifications  which  had  not  yet 
been  carried  into  effect,  he  was  not  with- 
out hope  that  whenever  leisure  time 
earns,  Irarliament  would  take  into  con- 


sideration the  present  Game  Laws  with 
the  view  of  providing  an  adequate 
remedy. 

Db.  KENEALY  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do 
not  intend,  in  the  few  remarks  which  I 
shall  make,  to  enter  into  the  general 
question  of  the  Game  Laws.  The  millions 
in  this  country,  the.  bulk  of  the  popula- 
tion, have  made  up  their  minds  as  to 
their  arbitrary  and  oppressive  nature, 
and  as  to  the  mode  in  which  they  are  ad- 
ministered; and  they  are  nearly  all 
against  them.  But  of  what  force  or  use 
is  their  opinion  ?  This  House,  consisting 
mainly  of  Whig  and  Tory  landlords,  is 
not  at  all  likely  to  repeal  the  Gume  Laws. 
The  Whigs  are  as  resolved  as  the  Tories, 
and  the  Tories  are  as  resolute  as  the 
Whigs  upon  this ;  and  I  shall,  therefore, 
waste  no  time  in  argument,  because  I 
believe  that  argument  is  useless  here  at 
the  present  time.  But  I  desire  to  men- 
tion one  or  two  facts  which  have  been 
lately  brought  before  me ;  and  they  are 
of  such  a  nature  that  they  will  weigh 
with  those  who  read  our  debates,  if  they 
do  not  tell  in  the  House  itself.  These  facts 
are  connected  with  Bichmond  Park,  and 
with  its  Banger,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge. 
This  noble  Duke  reserves  a  great  portion 
of  that  park  for  his  same  preserves,  and 
he  charges  the  public  for  his  game- 
keepers. I  do  not  know  by  what  right 
he  does  either.  I  have  always  thought 
and  believed  that  Bichmond  Park  was  a 
public  park,  and  was  public  property, 
and  was  open  to  all  the  public ;  but  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge  thinks  differently, 
and  acts  accordingly.  In  the  old  Tory 
days  of  one  of  your  Predecessors,  Mr. 
Speaker,  in  that  Chair — I  mean  Mr. 
Addington,  who  afterwards  became  Prime 
Minister — King  George  the  Third  was  so 
pleased  with  him,  that,  when  he  pre- 
sented him  with  Bichmond  Lodge,  he 
made  an  offer  to  inclose  60  acres  of  land 
with  it ;  but  Mr.  Addington  refused  on 
public  grounds,  and  because  it  was  a 
public  park ;  and  it  was  only  after  some 
importunity  that  he  finally  consented  to 
have  10  acres  inclosed  ;  and  with  these 
he  remained  satisfied  as  long  as  he  occu- 
pied the  Lodge.  But  we  live  in  different 
times  now  ;  and  I  hear  that  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge  has  inclosed  a  large  part  of 
the  park,  and  made  it  into  preserves,  and 
excludes  the  public,  and  does  a  gpreat 
many  things  which  he  could  not  do  if  he 
were  not  supported  by  the  Game  Laws. 
I  shall  mention  the  case  of  Mr.  Waito, 
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which  has  been  brought  before  me.  I 
hear  that  Mr.  Waite  is  a  respectable 
man ;  but,  under  the  Duke  and  the  Game 
Laws,  he  has  been  treated  with  hardship, 
and  I  even  think  with  injustice.  He 
was  walking  some  time  since  in  Bich- 
mond  Park  with  a  dog.  Ho  saw  a  rabbit, 
for  the  place  is  thick  with  them,  and  he 
took  it.  Very  few  persons  would  resist 
the  temptation  in  a  park  that  belongs  to 
the  public,  and  Mr.  Waite  did  not  resist. 
He  was  pounced  upon  by  the  Duke's 
gamekeepers,  and  he  received  no  less 
than  four  summonses.  First,  he  was 
summoned  for  trespass ;  second,  for  tres> 
pass  on  a  Royal  preserve ;  third,  for 
going  there  with  a  dog ;  fourth,  for  tak- 
ing a  hare.  He  was  tried  before  magis- 
trates, and  for  these  four  offences — 
which  were  really  only  one — he  was  fined 
£7,  or  four  months'  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour.  Can  we  wonder  that  such 
laws,  thus  administered,  are  odious  in 
the  eyes  of  all  persons  ?  I  shall  there- 
fore vote  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  (Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor). 

Mb.  pell,  as  a  Game  Law  reformer, 
regretted  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Lei- 
cester, (Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor)  should  have 
presented  his  case  in  a  grotesque  and 
exaggerated  form,  such  as  one  might 
have  expected  to  find  in  a  chapter  of  that 
celebrated  satire  of  Swift's,  Gulliver* 8 
Travels,  It  was  an  extravagant  picture 
of  the  state  of  things  which  existed  in 
this  country  some  years  back.  The  hon. 
Gentleman's  remarks  would  have  been 
more  to  the  point  if  they  had  set  forth 
the  objections  to  the  Game  Laws,  the 
abstract  principle  of  which  lay  in  a  nut- 
shell. It  was  this — that  hares  and  rab- 
bits ought  not  to  be  exterminated,  inas- 
much as  they  were  articles  of  food,  but 
ought  to  be  kept  in  their  places.  He 
would  admit  that  the  Game  Laws  re- 
quired modification  in  some  respects. 
There  could  be  no  doubt  that  rabbits 
were  unduly  preserved  in  some  parts  of 
the  country,  and  such  an  amendment  of 
the  law  as  would  keep  them  within  pro- 
per bounds  was  desirable.  Considering 
that  a  Select  Committee  had  sat  for  two 
years  to  investigate  the  question,  he 
thought  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester 
might  have  submitted  a  more  precise  and 
more  tangible  proposal  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House.  For  his  part,  he 
could  not  support  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman ;  and  he  was  equally  disin- 
clined to  vote  for  the  Amendment  of  the 
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hon.  and  gallant  Member  (Sir  Walter 
B.  Barttelot).    There  were  many  objec- 
tionable features  in   the   Game  Lavs. 
Many  of  them  had  been  pointed  out  by 
witnesses   examined    before    the  Gom- 
mittee  to  which  he  had  referred,  and  of 
which  he  was  a  Member.     He  himself 
suggested  Amendments    in   that  Com- 
mittee, and  he  still  maintained  that  legis- 
lation was  called  for.     Indeed,  he  had 
attempted  it  once  himself,  shortly  after 
the  Committee  had  reported.     The  Bill 
he  then  introduced  would,  be  thought, 
give  the  tenant  farmer  an  opportmiity  of 
protecting  himself   against   the  undue 
preservation  of  g^ame  by  tbird  parties. 
He  gave  great  attention  to  the  muniDg 
of  the  measure,  and  employed  an  abk 
draftsman ;  but  it  was  snuffed  out  in  a 
moment  by  the  late  Member  for  West 
Aberdeenshire    (Mr.    M'Combie),    who 
characterized  it  as  a    monstrous  BflL 
After  all,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  Game  Laws  were  really  Lawa  of 
Trespass,  and  it  was  a  question  for  con- 
sideration as  to  how  far  those  Lawa  of 
Trespass  might  be  relaxed  without  jeo* 
pardizing  the    give-and-take    primaple 
which  at  present  obtained  in  the  countir 
of  allowing  persons  to  pass  over  land, 
though  they  had  no  right  of  ownership 
or  occupation.     Sometmies  be  bad  seen 
400  or  500  horsemen  come   across  hia 
land,  and  of  these  not  half  were  land- 
owners, the  majority  of  them  being  over- 
worked merchants  and  men  of  that  dsaa 
whose  occupations  were  in  the  City.    No 
doubt,  damage  was  done  to  tbe  Ismd  by 
hunting ;  but  in  these  matters  tbe  give- 
and-take  principle   must  be  observed. 
He    thought    the    proper    amendment 
would  be — not  that  the  Oame  Lawa 
should  be  entirelv  swept  away,  but  that 
as  soon  as  possible  they  should  be  oqb- 
sidered  by  the  House  with  a  view  to 
their  amendment. 

Mr.  MUNTZ  said,  the  oomtJezitiM 
of  the  Oame  Laws  were  so  peculiar  that 
it  was  very  difficult  to  frame  a  measut 
for  their  removal.  While  it  was  diffionlt 
to  deal  with  this  question  by  Besolatioii 
it  would  be  still  more  so  to  bring  in  a 
Bill,  and  if  any  measure  were  introduced 
it  ought  to  be  on  the  responsibility  of 
the  Government.  If  it  were  done  at  sO, 
it  must  be  done  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  and  the  sooner  it 
was  done  the  better.  At  present  tbe  lav 
left  the  game  entirely  in  the  bands  of 


201 


Oame  Laws, — 


(Maboh  2,  1880] 


Resolution. 


202 


*he  toaant,  who,  if  he  agreed  to  give  it 
up  for  the  use  of  the  landlord,  got  the 
laud  at  a  lower  rent.  He  believed  that, 
in  most  instances  where  game  was  not 
over-preserved,  and  where  a  proper 
feeling  prevailed  between  the  landlord 
and  tenant,  which  was  generally  the  case 
in  England,  not  so  much  harm  was  done 
as  the  world  was  trjdng  to  represent. 
Still,  he  admitted  that  there  was  some 
harm  done.  The  mischief  to  the  crops 
was  caused  almost  exclusively  by  the 
flmund  game.  In  one  case  as  much  as 
£60  or  £70  was  paid  for  damage  to  a 
single  field  committed  by  such  game. 
Pa^ridges,  on  the  other  hand,  did  no 
harm,  but  good,  and  the  number  of 
pheasants  was  so  comparatively  small  as 
not  to  interfere  seriously  with  crops. 
He  saw  no  alternative  whatever  but  to 
abolish  ground  game,  and  he  believed 
that  if  they  were  abolished  there  would 
be  little  or  no  grumbling.  The  law 
might  be  altered  with  that  object ;  but 
to  enact  a  Law  of  Trespass  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent affair.  The  present  Secretary  to  th  e 
Treasury  had  endeavoured  to  deal  with 
that ;  but  the  Committee  that  had  inquired 
into  the  subject  had  not  recommended  a 
change.  The  night  poacher  was  gene- 
rally the  refuse  of  society,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  deal  with  him  ;  but  the  case 
of  a  day  poacher  was  very  different.  An- 
other point  was  rather  important.  It 
appeared  from  trustworthy  evidence  that 
no  fewer  than  30,000,000  of  rabbits  were 
annually  grown  in  this  country  for  the 
market.  That  was  a  serious  question, 
and  it  came  this — Did  they  lose  or  gain  by 
them  ?  He  believed  decidedly  that  they 
lost  by  them,  if,  at  least,  it  was  true  that 
eight  rabbits  consumed  the  keep  of  one 
sheep.  With  respect  to  sheep,  he  might  re- 
mark that  thehon.  Member  for  Leicester 
rifr.  P.  A.  Taylor)  had  not  accurately 
aescribed  Scotch  deer  forests,  which,  in 
fact,  were  not  forests,  but  large  tracts  of 
wild  land  where  deer  actually  lived. 
The  evidence  and  the  probability  was 
that  as  much  meat  was  grown  in  them 
under  the  present  state  of  things  as 
oould  be  obtained  by  feeding  sheep. 
However,  the  whole  question  was  very 
serious,  and  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance ;  it  was  impossible  that  it  could 
be  allow  to  rest;  and  it  would  sooner 
or  later  —  the  sooner  the  better  — 
command  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country,  though  he  envied 
no  Ooremment  that  was  so  hardy  as 


to  attempt  to  deal  with  it.  Still,  the 
Committee  of  1873  had  presented  a  very 
able  Report,  which  would  some  day  be 
the  basis  of  legislation  ;  and  in  the  mean- 
time, by  way  of  protesting  against  the 
policy  of  inaction,  he  felt  himself  com- 
pelled to  vote  for  the  Resolution. 

Mb.  BERESFORD  HOPE  thought 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham 
(Mr.  Muntz)  had  given  a  rather  strange 
reason  for  his  intention  to  vote  for  the 
Resolution.  He  thoroughly  agreed  with 
all  that  the  hon.  Member  had  said  about 
ground  game,  and  felt  sure  that  there 
would  be  advantage  in  the  laws  being 
altered  in  reference  to  those  creatures. 
His  principal  property,  standing  as  it  did 
in  a  Metropolitan  county,  was,  to  a  wide 
extent,  a  wild,  poor  moorland,  in  which, 
if  not  continually  checked,  hares  and 
rabbits  would  teem  to  the  equal  detri- 
ment of  the  landlord's  underwood  and 
the  tenant's  hop-vines.  But  ground 
game  was  one  thing,  the  harmless  wild 
bird,  the  partridge,  another,  and  the  less 
than  half-wild  pheasant  a  third.  He 
could  not  see  why,  if  sheep  farming  was 
worthy  of  protection,  pheasant  farming 
should  be  less  worthy  of  that  assistance 
which  the  laws  were  supposed  to  give 
to  the  acquisition  and  preservation  of 
useful  and  food-yielding  property.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  (Mr.  P.  A. 
Taylor)  would  be  glad  to  learn  that, 
comparing  all  round — sheep,  pigs,  short- 
horns, and  other  farm  animals — there 
was  no  more  artificial  creature  than  the 
pheasant.  It  was  the  stock  of  the  woods 
as  beeves  and  sheep  were  of  the  meadows. 
He  (Mr.  Beresford  Hope)  owned  property 
and  preserved  game,  although  he  was 
not  a  sportsman  himself ;  and  he  wished 
to  know  why,  on  account  of  a  mere  ana- 
tomical distinction,  they  should  shut  their 
eyes  to  common  sense  and  refuse  to  ad- 
mit that  the  pheasant  was  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  a  product  of  civilization, 
and  as  such  entitled  to  protection  equally 
with  the  other  stocks  and  crops  of  the 
farmer.  Pheasant  farming  was  as  genuine 
an  industrial  process  as  sheep  farming. 
But  it  was  argued  that  pheasants  did 
damage.  That  certainly  was,  however, 
merely  a  question  of  degree,  and  the 
damage  done  by  them  was  a  simple 
question  of  money  between  the  landlord 
and  the  tenant,  while  a  man  who  was 
not  a  fool,  before  taking  a  farm,  would 
ascertain  the  conditions  under  which 
his  landlord  was  a  game  preserver.  To  at- 
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tempt  to  elevate  into  a  political  grievance 
the  oargaining  which  had  inevitably  su- 
perseded the  old-fashioned  relations  be- 
tween the  typical  Sir  Boger  de  Coverley 
and  his  tenantry  was  to  play  fast  and 
loose  with  common  sense.      The  whole 
arrangement  was  a  bargain ;  game  might 
do  damage  in  the  fields,  as  sheep  or  pigs 
straying  into  the  woods  would  do  damage 
to  the  young  shoots ;  and  the  question 
literally  was,   whether  the   game  was 
worth  the.  candle.    In  the  case  of  rab- 
bits, the  damage  done  was  so  consider- 
able that  he  was  personally  for  some 
preventive  legislation.     As  for  his  own 
practice,  as  soon  as  the  2nd  of  February 
came,  his  keeper  and  the  tenants  used 
continually  to  be  out  rabbiting,  while 
the  bag  belonged  to  the  tenant,  and  the 
complaint  to  which  of  late  years  he  had 
became  familiar  was  that  the  sport  was 
bad.     He  feared  that  if  he  should  hap- 
pily exterminate  his  rabbits  he  might  oe 
left  face  to  face  with  a  tenantry  discon- 
tented at  the  loss  of  their  February  fun. 
Mb.  HOPWOOD,  in  supporting  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester 
(Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor),  said,  the  Game  Laws 
were  demoralizing  and  unjust.     Nobody 
had  anything  to  say  in  favour  of  them 
save  on  the  ground  of  "sport;'*  and, 
therefore,  they  were  asked  to  maintain 
laws  that  were   unjust.      In  carrying 
them  out,  hon.  Gentlemen  were  allowed 
to  act  as  magistrates  in  their  own  cases, 
and  very  frequently  to  perpetrate  very 
gross  injustice.     If  that  was  a  fact,  of 
which,  in  his  opinion,  there  was  little 
doubt,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  shocking 
and  frightful  evil  that  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law  should  be  marked  with 
such  injustice  or  held  up  to  contempt  in 
the  eyes  of  the  lower  classes.    It  entered 
their  minds  that  those  above  them  were 
unjust ;  that  the  word  of  a  gamekeeper 
was  worth  more  than  their  own ;  that  a 
gamekeeper  might  shoot  a  poacher,  and 
might  hunt  men  with  dogs.  If  a  poacher 
was  shot  at,  it  was  just  a  chance  if  the 
gamekeeper  was  brought  up;  but  if  it 
was  the  gamekeeper  who  was  shot  at, 
the  poacher  was  sure  to  be  prosecuted. 
The  existing  system  led  to  excessive  game 
preserving,  and  caused  an  incalciuable 
amount  of  crime  and  suffering.     In  con- 
firmation   of   that,   he  would  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  result  of 
one  battue,  as  published  by  the  Hev. 
F.  0.  Morris,  in  which  the  total  number 
slaughtered  was  given  at  many  thousand 
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head  of  game.     He  g^ve  particolars  of 
three  battues,  the  number  of  head  of 
game,  and  the  number  of  tons  weight  of 
slain.     Did  any  sensible  Member  in  the 
House  approve  of  that  mode  of  shooting? 
It  was  the  love  of  killing,  and  nothing 
else.     What  had  the  52,000  or  so  of  per> 
sons  who  took  out  game  certificates  oone 
for  the  country  that  it  should  give  them 
these  hurtful  btws  to  support  them  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  "sport,"  which,  too 
often,  was  mere  butchery  ?     The  blood- 
stained code  of   our  Game  Laws  was 
monstrous  and  indefensible  in  its  severity. 
For  the  first  offence  there  was  impriaon- 
ment  for  three  months,  and  soretiee  had 
to  be  found  for  six  months  more.     For 
the  second  offence  the  imprisonment  was 
for  six  months,  and  sureties  for  1 2  months 
had  to  be  found ;  so  that,  for  taking  t 
rabbit  or  attempting  to  take  one  as  t 
second  offence,  a  man  might  be  kept  18 
months  in  prison.     If  three  men  with  t 
stick  were  found  on  land  at  night  in 
search  of  game  they  were  liable  to  14 
years'   penal  servitude,   a    punishment 
double  that  inflicted  upon  persons  guilty 
of  the  gross  crime  of  perjury.  The  num- 
ber of  convictions  under  tne  summazy 
jurisdiction  of  justices  in    1877-8  was 
12,583;    in   1876-7  it  was    13,621.    A 
large  number  of  these  —  he  gave  the 
numbers — were  sentenced  to  imprison- 
ment, amounting  in  the  total  to  55,000 
days'  imprisonment,  one,  at  least,  to  be 
laid  to  the  door  of  every  holder  of  a 
licence.    A  large  number  were  sentenced 
to  fines.    Many  besides  had  to  go  to  gaol 
for  want  of  sureties.    He  hoped  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment would  inquire  how  many  were  in 
gaol  now  for  want  of  sureties.     In  addi- 
tion to  these  were  the  Assize  cases  for 
night  poaching,  nearly  100  in  number, 
besides  those  cases  which  were  ranked 
as  murder,  but  had  arisen  out  of  the 
painful  conflicts  which  the  oonduot  of 
keepers  and  the  action  of  these  laws  pro- 
duced.   Add  together  the  imprisonment, 
the  loss  of  life,  the  demoralization  of 
peasants,  the  destruction  of  food,  the 
cost  of  prisons,  of  prosecutions,  of  polioa, 
and  he  would  ask  were  such  laws  wcurtk 
the  sacrifice  involved  ?    Did  they  deserve 
to  be  maintained  ? 

Mr.  W.  8.  STANHOPE  said, 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
who  had  just  spoken  (Mr.  Hopwood) 
seemed  to  take  his  notions  on  this  subject 
rutiier  from  newspaper  reports  than  from 
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practical  experience.  He  (Mr.  Stan- 
hope) did  not  desire  to  defend  those 
landowners  who  carried  the  preservation 
of  game  to  such  an  extent  as  some  of 
those  whose  cases  had  been  quoted ;  but 
he  thought  that  was  a  matter  which  was 
g^raduauj  righting  itself,  and  that  there 
was  now  very  little  complaint  on  the  part 
of  tenants  against  landlords  in  the  greater 
part  of  the  country,  on  the  score  of  over- 
preservation  of  game.  Having  been  long 
connected  with  the  gaol  of  Wakefield, 
and  being  chairman  of  its  committee,  he 
could  say  that  for  several  years  the  num- 
ber of  those  committed  in  that  part  of 
the  country  for  breach  of  the  Game  Laws 
only  varied  from  1^  to  3  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  of  prisoners.  That  was  cer- 
tainly not  so  tremendous  a  result  as  the 
statistics  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
who  had  just  sat  down  would  lead  them 
to  suppose.  There  was  one  point  in  con- 
nection with  this  subject  which  he  wished 
to  impress  upon  the  House— namely, 
that  in  this  ccfuntry  we  had  the  most 
lenient  form  of  Trespass  Law,  and  that 
was  owing  to  the  operation  of  the  Game 
Laws.  There  was  in  towns  a  number  of 
persons  of  bad  character  ready  to  issue 
out  and  commit  depredations  on  the 
neighbouring  property.  He  happened  to 
be  the  owner  of  a  property  of  1,200  or 
1,400  acres  between  Bradford  and  Leeds. 
A  good  many  years  ago,  when  he  was  a 
Toung  man,  that  property  was  in  the 
nandfl  of  a  tenant,  a  well-known  pre- 
server of  game,  who  looked  after  the 
property  as  if  it  had  been  his  own. 
Oonsidering  the  nearness  of  the  towns, 
he  had  a  very  large  amount  of  game ; 
but  as  Leeds  grew  nearer  the  gentle- 
man moved  to  a  more  suitable  place, 
and  was  succeeded  by  a  large  manufac- 
turer who  would  not  lulo  w  game  to  be  pre- 
served on  the  estate.  Everything  ought  to 
have  gone  on  well,  according  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman ;  but  the  reverse 
was  the  case.  Li  the  first  place  the  game 
disappeared,  then  the  tenants  found  all 
their  poultry  was  gone,  Leicestershire 
iiheep  also  were  destroyed,  and  so  on. 
Gates  and  g^te-posts  disappeared,  and 
eren  trees  of  large  size.  At  last  the 
tenants  said  something  must  be  done, 
and  they  formed  an  association  among 
themselves  for  the  preservation  of  game 
on  the  estate.  That  association,  estab- 
lished 15  or  16  years  ago,  still  existed; 
and  the  result  was  that  it  was  now  pos- 
sible to  keep  sheep  on  the  property,  and 


other  animals  which  farmers  wanted.  In 
the  West  of  Yorkshire  a  very  large  area 
was  moorland,  and  much  of  it  had  been 
seized  by  the  large  towns  to  supply 
themselves  with  water.  For  that  crop 
they  paid  no  rent.  Having  erected  a 
reservoir  they  assumed  a  right  over  the 
whole  watershed,  perhaps  some  2,000  or 
3,000  acres  belonging  to  other  people, 
and  insisted  that  the  water  should  be 
turned  off  in  a  state  of  purity  fit  to 
drink,  and  no  manure  could  be  put  upon 
the  moor.  In  his  own  case,  being  about 
a  mile  from  the  reservoir,  he  had  been 
dragged  into  a  Chancery  suit,  and, 
finding  that  the  whole  of  the  rates  of  a 
town  1 8  miles  distant  would  be  employed 
against  him,  he  had  to  capitulate  and 
pay  heavy  costs.  Therefore,  the  theory 
about  the  cultivation  of  waste  lands  dis- 
appeared so  far  as  the  moors  of  York- 
shire were  concerned.  The  question  was, 
what  was  the  best  use  to  put  these  moors 
to  ?  They  might  be  usea  for  sheep  or 
for  grouse.  For  grouse  the  root  would 
be  five  or  seven  times  more  than  for 
farming,  and  the  arguments  against  the 
Game  Laws  hardly  applied  there.  In 
these  days  of  agricultural  distress,  the 
only  agricultural  property  rising  in  value 
was  game,  and  the  value  of  that  had  al- 
most doubled.  Was  property  of  that 
kind  to  be  sacrificed  to  a  mere  theory  ? 
Putting  all  these  things  together,  he 
thought  this  was  not  a  question  for  de- 
clamation, but  rather  for  calm  considera- 
tion, to  see  how  far  these  laws  could  be 
put  on  a  more  practical  and  satisfactory 
footing. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HAECOUET  said,  at 
last  they  had  reached  the  true  solution  of 
the  problem  of  agricultural  distress.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
(Mr.  Stanhope)  had  found  out  that  other 
crops  did  not  pay,  and  that  game  did. 
The  Game  Laws,  therefore,  according^ 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  ought  to  be  kept 
up  to  enable  country  gentlemen  to  ob- 
tain the  most  profitable  kind  of  crops. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  moors 
could  not  grow  sheep,  but  they  could 
grow  grouse.  The  Game  Laws  were 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  grouse, 
and,  therefore,  ought  to  be  kept  up. 
That  appeared  to  him  (Sir  William 
Harcourt)  to  be  a  reductio  ad  ahturdum  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Game  Laws. 
Now  they  had  the  practical  issue  before 
the  House.  Whatever  difficulty  thev 
might  have  felt  as  to  the  extent  to  whicn 
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the  Motion  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Leicester  (Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor) 
went,  there  could  be  no  mistake  about 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  West  Sussex  (Sir  Walter 
B.  Barttelot),  which  was  seconded  by 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North 
Northumberland    (Earl    Percy).      The 

Srinciple  of  the  Amendment  was  ''  No 
urrender."  The  Amendment  raised 
the  issue  in  the  plainest  form.  They 
would  have  no  alteration  in  the  Game 
Laws.  That  was  the  direct  issue.  He  had 
been  a  little  curious — and  he  had  been 
Bittine  there  the  whole  evening — ^to  see 
what  line  "the  farmers'  friends"  would 
take  upon  that  issue,  both  in  England 
and  in  Scotland.  There  were  a  good  many 
of  the  Scotch  farmers'  friends  there,  and 
they  knew  very  well  that  they  were  all 
ag^nst  over-preserving.  But  they  all 
Imew  what  the  farmers  wanted ;  what 
was  said  out-of-doors  as  to  the  present 
state  of  things  about  over-preserving, 
and  that  the  GFame  Laws  were  the  cause 
of  it.  What  alteration  were  they  going 
to  make  ?  They  had  been  told  by  the 
last  speaker  that  the  system  of  large 
preserving  was  coming  to  an  end.  That 
might  be  quite  true  as  regarded  the  last 
12  months,  because  the  season  was  ad- 
verse. But  in  the  five  years  past  could 
it  be  said  that  it  had  diminished  ?  There 
were  other  things  also  said.  Then  the 
farmers'  friends  were  all  against  ground 
game.  The  hon.  Member  for  South 
Leicestershire  (Mr.  Pell)  was  always 
making  speeches  against  rabbits,  but 
never  gave  a  vote  against  rabbits.  When 
the  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  was  be- 
fore the  House  there  was  a  proposal  to 
g^ve  the  farmer  protection  against 
rabbits,  and  compensation  for  the  da- 
mage they  occasioned;  but  on  that  oc- 
.casion  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Lei- 
cestershire, amidst  cheers,  walked  out 
of  the  House.  That  was  the  way  in 
which  the  "farmers'  friends"  dealt 
with  their  grievances.  They  were  al- 
ways ready  to  enlarge  upon  the  farmers' 
g^evances;  but  when  a  practical  pro- 
posal came  before  the  House  they  were 
not  so  active.  The  hon.  Member  for 
South  Norfolk  (Mr.  Clare  Bead)  extenu- 
ating, said — "  Black  is  not  so  black, 
nor  white  so  very  white."  So  they  al- 
ways found  a  reason  for  not  voting  for 
remedies  proposed.  But  when  they 
went  into  the  counties  they  were  all 
against  the  damage  done  by  hares  and 

Sir  J^'^iUiam  Harcourt 


rabbits.  But  what  was  the  ret 
farmers'  friends  were  eoing 
pose  to-night  for  the  evils  prod 
ground  game  ?  Nothing  woate 
when  the  hon.  and  gallant  Bare 
posed  an  Amendment  that  ther 
be  no  change  in  the  Qtune  Lawi 
farmers'  firiends  were  with 
once.  The  pattern  fieuiners' 
(Mr.  Clare  Bead)  said  they  woi 
with  those  laws  at  their  leisoi 
fSEurmers'  friends  would  h^p  t 
mers  **  at  their  leisure."  Why, 
William  Harcourt)  did  not  knc 
they  would  have  leisure  if  thej 
leisure  now.  If  the  farmers  wc 
the  leisure  of  hon.  Oentlemen 
other  side  of  the  House,  led  by  1 
and  gallant  Baronet  (Sir  Wi 
Barttelot),  seconded  by  the  nol 
the  Member  for  North  Northuni 
(Earl  Percy),  and  supported 
farmers'  friend  (Mr.  Clare 
they  would  wait  long,  .and  be 
pointed  at  last.  [Mr.  Olabx  I 
objected  to  the  Amendment,  ai 
not  vote  for  it.]  Yes;  but  ti 
Member  would  vote  against  the  . 
ment,  and  wait  for  the  leisure. 
(Sir  William  Harcourt)  thouffl 
never  was  a  Session  when  th< 
more  time,  for  there  was  no  enf 
subject  before  the  House.  Whf 
ever,  would  be  thought  of  all  thi 
farmers'  clubs  and  ordinaries! 
would  see  what  it  all  meant,  and 
stand  it  thoroughly.  They  wc 
that  these  speeches  made  at  i 
meetings  meant  nothing,  and  thi 
the  question  of  the  Game  Lav 
before  the  House  of  Commons 
met  by  an  Amendment  of  that  < 
tion,  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
in  the  Game  Laws.  He  ahon 
against  the  Amendment,  as,  in  ] 
nion,  the  Game  Laws  were  prodn 
much  mischief.  As  to  what  hs 
said  about  the  rights  of  proper 
should  the  laws  be  much  hanl: 
severer  in  the  case  of  offences  aga 
kind  of  property  than  against  anoi 
was  because  they  were  laws  pai 
the  dominant  class  affecting  th^ 
interests.  If  it  were  a  mere  quei 
property,  why  should  there  be  d 
laws  ?  He  believed  there  was  h 
man  in  that  House  who  conld 
was  satisfied  with  the  practical  v 
of  the  Game  Laws.  Why  had  ; 
hon.  Member  for  South  Leicesl 
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proposed  aomething  ?  [Mr.  Pell  :  I  did.] 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  some  years  ago, 
certainly  brought  in  a  "  Babbits'  Bill ;" 
but  on  the  accession  to  Office  of  the  Con- 
senratiYe  Government  it  became  incon- 
Tenient.  If  they  were  out  of  Office  they 
would,  he  had  no  doubt,  have  another 
"Rabbits  Bill."  They  would  probably 
that  Session  hear  something  about  the 
Malt  Tax — a  mere  flash  in  the  pan ;  but 
when  a  proposal  was  made  for  a  prac- 
tical remedy  for  what  was  known  to  be 
a  farmers'  grieyance,  it  was  astonishing 
How  quiet  and  how  anxious  to  wait  for 
leisure  became  the  farmers'  friends 
in  that  House.  Perhaps  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Cam- 
bridgeshire (Mr.  Bodwell)  would  get  up 
and  express  his  views  on  the  Game 
Question.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  West  Sussex  said  he  would  vote 
against  the  Besolution.  He  (Sir  Wil- 
liam Harcourt)  would  like  to  know  how 
many  country  gentlemen  were  going  to 
support  that  Amendment,  and  say  "  No 
cliange  in  the  Game  Laws."  Were 
they  g^ing  to  say  that  the  farmers  de- 
sired no  change  ?  He  hoped  there 
would  be  a  definite  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  Game  Laws,  as  they 
stood  at  present,  were  to  be  defended ; 
and  upon  that  vote  he  should  say  ''Aye" 

to  the  Motion^ 

Mb.  BODWELL  said,  he  should  not 
be  prevented  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  opposite  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
from  making  some  observations  because 
he  had  said  that  he  (Mr.  Bodwell),  and 
those  who  acted  with  him,  were  only 
ostensibly  the  "farmers'  friends."  His 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  used  that 
langoaffe  both  in  and  out  of  the  House. 
But  before  he  made  such  statements  he 
should  have  acquainted  himself  with  the 
iiftcts,  and  not  nave  made  use  of  what 
had  been  said  for  the  purpose  of  a  joke. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Ox- 
ford should  have  listened  to  what  had 
been  said,  and  if  he  had  not  done  so 
should  have  been  careful  to  ascertain 
whether  he  was  correct.  He  himself 
had  been  present,  and  heard  what  his 
hon.  Friends  the  Members  for  South 
Norfolk  (Mr.  Clare  Bead)  and  South 
Leioestershire  (Mr.  Pell)  had  said ;  and 
he  would  venture  to  say  that  they  had 
sever  committed  themselves  to  the  doc- 
trioe  that  no  change  in  the  Game 
Laws  was  necessary.  Thev  were,  on  the 
contrary,  the  advocates  of  some  altera- 


tion ;  but  they  did  not  go  the  length 
of  the  total  abolition  of  those  laws. 
That  had  been  the  sum  and  substance  of 
their  remarks.  The  conduct  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  was  not  compli- 
mentary, to  say  the  least  of  it,  and  he 
might  use  a  stronger  expression.  What 
he  and  his  hon.  Friends  said  out  of 
the  House  they  acted  up  to  in  that 
House  —  he  believed  most  conscien- 
tiously. He  lived  in  a  county  in  which 
game  abounded,  probably  more  than  in 
any  other  part  of  England — and  if  the 
farmers  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Cam- 
bridgeshire were  polled  they  would  be 
found  to  be  against  the  abolition  of  the 
Game  Laws.  While  he  declared  that  to 
be  his  conviction,  he  was  bound  to  say, 
as  he  had  more  than  once  said,  that  if 
the  Amendment  meant  that  there  was 
no  alteration  of  the  Game  Laws  re- 
quired he  would  not  vote  for  it.  Where 
the  landlords  were  resident  on  their 
estates,  and  in  constant  intercourse  with 
their  tenants,  there  was  very  little  diffi- 
culty or  unpleasantness ;  but  he  could 
not  help  saying  that  where  the  land  was 
let  to  agricultural  tenants,  and  where 
the  landlord  let  his  mansion  for  the  pur- 
poses of  shooting,  difficulties  and  un- 
Eleasantnesses  did  arise,  and  that  he 
ad  known  to  be  the  case  over  and  over 
again.  It  would  be  but  fair,  therefore, 
whenever  those  laws  were  dealt  with, 
that  some  right  should  be  reserved  to 
the  tenant — that  the  game  should  not 
be  let  without  the  consent  of  the  tenant, 
or  that  he  should  have  the  option  of 
taking  it  himself.  He  quite  concurred 
with  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Clare  Bead) 
that  ground  gcime,  especially  within  the 
last  10  years,  was  gradually  diminishing 
in  many  parts  of  England,  and  that 
where  formerly  there  used  to  be  abund- 
ance there  was  now  scarcely  any.  In 
saying  all  this  he  spoke  from  experience, 
which  his  hon.  ana  learned  Friend  the 
Member  for  Oxford  did  not.  He  could 
give  many  instances,  but  he  would  men- 
tion one  of  an  estate  of  14,000  acres, 
where  now  there  was  not  to  be  seen  a 
rabbit  from  one  day's  end  to  another, 
except  roimd  the  proprietor's  house  and 
in  the  park,  and  where  there  used  to  be 
hxmdreds  of  hares  killed  in  a  week,  now 
a  score  could  not  be  found.  He  could 
also  speak  of  an  estate  in  Suffolk  where 
on  7,000  acres  over  6,000  hares  were 
killed  in  one  season,  now  the  number 
was  not   600.      These  facts  he  wished 
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to  communicate  to  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  in  order  that  when  he  spoke 
with  reference  to  the  Game  Laws  he 
should  not  be  led  to  make  ridiculous 
assertions  or  display  an  ignorance  of  the 
subject.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr. 
Hopwood)  had  made  remarks  in  refer- 
ence to  the  conduct  of  magistrates  which 
he  regretted  to  hear.  He  quite  agreed 
that  the  Game  Laws  ought  to  be  modi- 
fied ;  but  it  was  not  well  that  such  ex- 
treme views  should  be  entertained  on  the 
subject,  because  it  made  it  so  difficult 
for  those  who  desired  certain  changes  to 
be  effected  to  approach  those  who  ex- 
pressed them.  With  reference  to  the 
remark  about  night  poaching,  and  such 
a  sentence  as  14  years  being  attached  to 
it,  it  was  well  known  that  it  was  only  a 
Judge  of  the  land  who  could  give  such 
a  sentence,  and  everybody  knew  that  it 
was  only  in  extreme  cases  of  violence 
that  the  maximum  punishment  was  ever 
inflicted.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  ready 
and  willing  to  assist  in  amending  the 
Game  Laws ;  at  the  same  time,  he  would 
not  be  voting  according  to  his  conscien- 
tious convictions,  or  in  what  he  believed 
to  be  the  wishes  of  tenant  farmers, 
if  he  supported  the  Eesolution.  He 
trusted  he  had  satisfied  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  opposite,  and  given  him 
some  information  which  he  might  make 
use  of  on  some  future  occasion. 

Mr.  D.  DAVIES  said,  he  should  vote 
for  the  Motion  of  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
P.  A.  Taylor),  because  he  knew  very  well 
it  would  not  become  law.  He  would 
vote  for  it  as  a  protest,  because  he  be- 
lieved an  amendment  of  the  law  was 
required.  He  knew  better  than  hon. 
Members  at  the  other  side  that  rabbits 
were  a  great  trouble  to  the  farmer. 
"When  he  was  a  very  young  man  he  took 
a  farm  from  a  gentleman  who  was  very 
fond  of  sporting.  That  was  just  before 
the  repeal  of  the  Com  Laws.  There 
were  hundreds  of  rabbits  on  the  land 
which  the  landlord  said  should  be  pre- 
served. He  declined  the  condition,  and 
a  compromise  was  arrived  at.  He  had 
a  clause  inserted  in  the  lease,  under 
which  he  drew  a  line  across  the  farm, 
and  all  the  rabbits  that  came  on  one 
particular  side  of  the  line  were  his — the 
tenant's — if  he  could  catch  them.  On 
his  side  of  the  line  there  was  some  fine 
land  with  nice  sweet  grass,  near  the 
river  and  he  knew  they  would  come  to 
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him  from  the  rough  land  on  the  other 
side.  In  fact,  he  made  a  point  of  looking 
after  them.  He  killed  so  many  rabbits 
that  the  landlord  soon  found  it  was  not 
worth  his  while  to  go  shooting  any- 
where, and  they  had  never  since  done 
any  harm  in  that  part.  The  hares  in  his 
part  of  the  country — Montgom-erysLire— 
were  so  few  that  the  farmers  desired  to 
see  a  few  more  than  they  did,  and  there 
was  not  a  single  farmer  there  who  would 
vote  for  the  abolition  of  hares.  He  had 
no  doubt  in  his  mind  that  there  woold 
be  no  trouble  at  all  about  this  qaestion 
were  it  not  for  a  few  landowners  who 
over-preserved.  The  temptation  to  take 
hares  was  very  great.  Thirty-five  yean 
ago  a  hare  would  sell  for  only  1 5 J.,  bat 
now  they  readily  fetched  8«.  6<f.;  and 
where  hares  were  kept  in  considerable 
numbers,  there  men  would  g^  to  get 
them,  for  if  they  took  three  or  four  thej 
found  that  doing  so  was  much  more  pro- 
fitable  than  working.  The  temptation 
was  placed  in  their  way  by  the  land- 
owners who  over-preserved.  The  Bese- 
lution  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Lieicester 
extended  to  all  kinds  of  g^me— wing^ 
as  well  as  ground  game.  For  his  own 
part,  he  did  not  care  about  haree,  so  far 
as  eating  them  was  concerned ;  bat  he 
was  fond  of  a  partridee,  and  the  Beso- 
lution  would  take  botn  oat  of  the  list 
If  the  Motion  were  carried,  and  the 
ground  game  and  winged  same  as  weU 
as  the  Game  Laws  were  abolished,  the 
result  would  be  not  only  ridiculous,  bat 
would  be  ruinous.  As  he  had  said,  be 
would  vote  for  the  Motion  as  a  protest, 
because  he  believed  that  sometning  in 
the  way  of  an  amendment  of  the  Game 
Laws  was  required,  such  as  taking  the 
rabbit  out  of  the  game  list,  which  wonld 
be  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN  said,  he  should  not 
have  risen  to  take  part  in  the  debate^ 
but  that  he  could  not  help  beine  amnsed 
at  the  observations  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Oxford  (Sir  WilKam 
Harcourt),  who  always  was  posing  as 
somebody's  friend.  He  was  posing  as 
the  Home  Eulers'  friend  two  or  faxes 
days  ago,  and  now  he  came  forward  in 
the  character  of  the  ''farmers'  friend.*' 
But,  unless  he  (Mr.  Chaplin)  were  much 
mistaken,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man was  likely  to  be  as  little  suooessfiil 
in  the  one  as  he  was  wholly  and  totally 
unsuccessful  in  the  other.  He  oould 
understand  how  the  hon.  and  learned 
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Qentleman  did  not  view  the  Besolution 
with  fayour.    It  was  because  the  Game 
Laws  were  not  a  practical  grievance  of 
the  fanner.     He  did  not  wish  to  intrude 
personal  details ;  but  he  might,  perhaps, 
mention  that  he  owned  two  estates  in 
Lincolnshire.  On  one  of  these  the  farmers 
had  the  whole  shooting  for  years ;  he 
believed  they  also  had  it  in  the  other, 
and  what  was  the  result?    The  only 
complaint  he  had  was  that  there  was  a 
preservation  of  a  greater  head  of  game 
than  was  beneficial  to  the  neighbours  of 
the  tenants.     Abolition  of   the  Game' 
Laws  was  one  thing,  and  an  alteration 
of  them  was  another.    What  people  had 
a  right  to  object  to  was  the  abuse,  and 
not  the  use,  of  those  laws.     For  his  own 
part,  he  aereed  with  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  tor  Cambridgeshire  (Mr.  Bod- 
well)  that  excessive  preservation    was 
Oout  of   fashion,    and    his   (Mr. 
in's)  own  experience  was  that  rab- 
bita  were  becoming  as  scarce  as  wood- 
cock.   The  statement  that  ground  game 
was  on  the  increase  in  this  country  he 
utterly  and  totally  denied.     The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman    opposite   (Sir 
William    Harcourt)    alluded    to    other 
grievances  of  the  farmers,  and  also  to  a 
subject    in    regard  to  which  he   (Mr. 
Chaplin)  had  given  Notice  to  the  House; 
and  when  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man said  that  the  Motion  which  he  (Mr. 
Chaplin)  intended  to  make  with  regard 
to  the  Malt  Tax  was  a  flash  in  the  pan, 
he  would  only  say  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  soon  find  out 
that  he  had  made  a  mistake.    No  Mo- 
tion was  ever  brought  forward  with  a 
more  serious  intention  to  carry  it  to  an 
issue.    His  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  as 
he  had  said,  wished  to  appear  in  the 
House  in  the  character  of  the  farmers' 
friend ;  but  he  would  tell  him  that  not 
only  that  question,   but  a  good  many 
other  questions,  would  before  long  be 
brought  forward  bearing  upon  the  se- 
rious grievances  of  the  farmers  of  the 
country,   and  those  were  of  a  nature 
which  would  test  the  sincerity  of  the 
character  in  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  thought  fit  to  come  for- 
ward;  and  when  the  day   arrived  he 
should  rejoice  if  he  were  found  in  the 
same  Liobby  as  the  Gentleman  of  whom 
he  disapproved  so  much  that  night. 

Mb.  BROMI.EY-DAVENrORT  said, 
ho  thought  that  it  required  some  courage 
to  bring  forward  that  Motion  in  the  way 


the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  (Mr.  P. 
A.  Taylor)  annually  did.  He  (Mr.  Da- 
venport) believed  the  general  feeling 
throughout  the  country  was  one  of  satis- 
faction with  the  present  Game  Laws. 
The  romantic  poacher  to  whom  reference 
had  been  made  was  extinct.  The  real, 
practical  poacher  was  the  man  who  went 
out  with  many  others  following  the  oc- 
cupation of  poachers  and  refusing  to 
adopt  any  other.  In  his  own  case,  he 
allowed  his  tenants  to  destroy  or  pre- 
serve rabbits  as  they  pleased,  and  the 
result  was  that  he  had  always  plenty  of 
sport. 

Mr.  WALTER  said,  he  regretted  that 
his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
for  West  Sussex  fSir  Walter  B.  Bartte- 
lot)  should  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
meet  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Leicester  (Mr.  P.  A. 
Taylor)  by  an  Amendment,  because  he 
(Mr.  Walter)  thought  it  would  have 
been  far  better  to  meet  it  with  a  direct 
negative.  Probably  few  landowners  in 
the  House  cared  so  little  about  the  sport 
of  shooting  as  he  did ;  and  the  feeling  he 
had,  induced  by  30  years'  experience,, 
was,  considering  the  expense  and  bother 
of  the  whole  thing,  he  heartily  wished 
there  were  no  pheasants.  Nevertheless, 
he  could  not  support  the  Besolution  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  (Mr.  P. 
A.  Taylor),  because  he  thought  it  directly 
contrary  to  the  first  principles  of  justice 
and  common  sense.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Oxford  (Sir  William  Har- 
court), in  his  amusing  speech,  did  not 
throw  much  light  on  the  question.  He 
did  not  tell  them,  what  as  landlords  and 
farmers  many  of  them  would  like  to 
know,  in  what  respect  he  wished  the 
Game  Laws  should  be  altered.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester  left  no  doubt 
on  that  point ;  he  said  they  ought  to  be 
swept  away.  The  hon.  Member  had 
constituted  himself  for  many  years  the 
patron  of  the  poachers,  and  one  might 
well  wonder  why — whether  it  was  from 
idiosyncracy  on  his  part,  or  on  the  part 
of  his  constituents.  The  part  of  Eng- 
land in  which  that  constituency  was 
situated  was  historically  interesting  on 
account  of  the  remains  of  Danish  settlers 
that  were  found  there,  and  that  might 
excuse  the  suggestion  that  the  people 
inherited  free  lance  principles,  and 
thought  poaching  as  legitimate  an  occu- 
pation as  their  ancestors  thought  piracy 
to    be.      The    hon.    Member    himself 


215 


Game  Law9 — . 


(COMMONS! 


ReiohUian. 


216 


thought  thero  was  not  much  more  to  be 
said  against  smuggling  than  against 
poaching.  He  desired  to  ask  one  ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester. 
He  wished  to  know,  not  only  as  an 
owner,  but  also  as  a  farmer — for  he 
farmed  a  great  deal  of  his  own  land — 
was  there  any  person  who  had  a  better 
right  than  he  had  to  go  upon  his  land 
and  kill  the  pheasants  he  paid  to  feed, 
the  hares  which  ate  his  turnips,  and  the 
rabbits  which  barked  his  trees  and  did 
80  much  mischief  ?  He  wanted  to  know 
what  constituted  property  in  any  animal, 
if  feeding  did  not.  What  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber meant  by  "the  public"  and  *'the 
people "  he  did  not  know — whether 
those  of  a  parish  or  of  the  world  at  large 
— but  on  what  ground  had  the  people  a 
right  to  come  on  his  land  and  take  those 
animals,  the  food  of  which  cost  him  so 
much  a  year?  No  answer  the  hon. 
Member  could  give  would  satisfy  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cardigan  (Mr.  D. 
Davies),  who  knew  very  well  what  he 
was  talking  about,  and  spoke  exceed- 
ingly good  sense  on  the  subject.  For 
years  past  he  (Mr.  Walter)  had  kept  a 
moderate  amount  of  game,  and  he  had 
had  all  kinds  of  arrangements  with  his 
tenants  on  the  subject.  With  some  he 
exercised  a  joint  right ;  to  some  he  let 
the  shooting  altogether ;  in  the  case  of 
others  he  kept  it  in  his  own  hands ;  but 
he  had  never  had  the  slightest  trouble 
on  the  subject,  and  he  did  not  expect  he 
ever  should  have.  Had  it  not  been  for 
over-preservation,  and,  what  was  worse, 
the  letting  of  the  shooting  over  the  heads 
of  the  tenants,  they  would  have  had  no 
trouble  about  the  matter.  As  between 
landlord  and  tenant,  the  landlord  ought 
not  to  let  the  shooting  over  the  head  of 
the  tenant.  Let  the  tenant  have  the 
shooting  which  the  landlord  did  not  want 
himself.  If  those  rules  were  acted  upon 
there  would  be  no  trouble  about  game. 
It  was  complained  that  rabbits  and  hares 
consumed  a  large  quantity  of  food  which 
had  better  be  consumed  by  sheep  and 
eattle ;  but  had  hon.  Members  any  idea 
of  the  annual  value  of  game  considered 
merely  as  an  article  of  food?  Those 
who  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
wants  and  tastes  of  the  labouring  classes 
knew  perfectly  well  that  there  was 
nothing  the  poor  man,  and  still  more, 
the  poor  woman,  enjoyed  and  relished 
80  much  as  a  rabbit.  The  other  day  he 
was  informed  that  rabbits  were  selling 
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at  18«.  a-dozen,  and  he  was  strongly 
urged  to  try  the  experiment  of  a  rabbit 
warren,  with  the  view  of  increasing  their 
number.  Were  the  plans  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester  carried  out,  thej 
would  have  the  effect  of  ezterminatine 
all  the  game  in  the  country,  for  no  land- 
lord or  tenant  would  allow  the  people  at 
large  to  come  upon  his  land  to  take  his 
game.  He  would  prefer  to  make  a  dean 
sweep  of  it,  and  that  being  done  firene- 
rally,  a  serious  injury  would  be  inflicted 
on  the  country.  He  preferred  to  give  a 
direct  negative  to  the  Motion,  and  ha 
would  much  rather  that  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  West  Sussex  would 
withdraw  the  Amendment,  the  voting 
upon  which  would  put  many  hon.  Mem- 
bers in  rather  a  false  position,  subject 
them  to  have  their  conduct  misconstrued, 
and  g^ve  a  handle  to  hon.  Members  liira 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Oxford  had  availed  himself  of.  He  (Mr. 
Walter)  could  not  support  the  Amend- 
ment, because  he  could  not  say  that  no 
improvement  was  possible  in  the  Game 
Laws.  [Sir  Walter  B.  Barttslot  : 
Now,  now !]  Why  should  he  (Mr. 
Walter)  say  now,  because  if  improTe- 
ments  were  requisite  there  was  no  now 
in  the  question.  The  issue  was  very 
plain — whether  they  were  to  be  allowed 
to  preserve  game  or  not,  and  whether 
the  public  at  large  were  to  have  the 
right  to  walk  over  their  property  in  the 
pursuit  of  game.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Cardigan  rightly  described  the  Motion 
as  a  wild  Motion,  though  he  was  going 
to  vote  for  it — a  vote  he  would  find  it 
difficult  to  justify.  But  it  raised  an  in- 
telligible issue,  and  the  best  thin^  to  do 
was  to  give  it  a  direct  negative. 

Sir  MATTHEW  WmTE  BIDLET 
desired  to  state,  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment, how  they  regarded  the  Mo- 
tion and  the  Amendment.  The  MotioB 
was  of  a  sweeping  character,  and  the 
Government  preferred  to  negative  it 
As  he  understood  the  hon.  Member  fat 
Leicester  (Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor),  the  Mo* 
tion  was  directed  aeainst  that  part  of 
the  Game  Law  Code  which  preserved 
the  rights  of  certain  persons  to  IdU  or 
take  p^ame ;  he  did  not  understand  him 
to  object  to  those  portions  of  the  Code 
which  dealt  with  tne  revenue  and  vith 
close  times  for  certain  animals.  In  a 
good-humoured  harangue,  but  in  lan- 
guage which  might  be  complained  of  in 
anyone  else,  who  was  not  the  slave  of 
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one  idea,  the  hon.  Member  spoke  of 
the  injury  to  the  agricultural  interest 
from  ezcesfiiye  preservation;  but  that 
was  really  beside  the  question  before 
the  House.  If  they  abolished  the  Game 
Laws  Code  to-morroW|  it  would  only  to 
an  infinitesimal  extent  abate  the  com- 
plaints now  existing  as  to  the  alleged 
ffrievances  between  landlord  and  tenant. 
Itf  again,  they  were  to  talk  about  the 
temptation  which  the  existence  of  game 
offered  as  being  demoralizing  to  the  poor 
man,  there  were  many  other  circum- 
stances surrounding  lum  which  were 
also  sources  of  temptation  ;  and  to  speak, 
for  example,  of  the  Salmon  Laws,  which 
nobody  desired  to  abolish,  it  was  in  re- 
sistance to  them  that  the  law  was,  per- 
haps, most  recklessly  broken  by  poach- 
ers who  resorted  to  violence.  He  would 
be  the  first  to  admit  that  if  these  laws 
were  unjust  to  the  farmer  and  demo- 
ralizing to  the  labourer  they  were  in- 
jurious to  the  community,  because  it  was 
impossible  to  separate  the  interests  of 
the  farmer  and  the  labourer  from  those  of 
the  community ;  but  the  hon.  Member 
had  entirely  failed  to  prove  his  proposi- 
tion. The  abolition  of  the  Code  would 
not  remove  in  the  least  degree  the  al- 
leged grievances  of  certain  tenants. 
The  whole  question  of  the  Game  Laws, 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Leicester- 
shire (Mr.  Pell)  had  said,  was,  in  fact, 
a  question  of  the  Law  of  Trespass.  If 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  would  read 
a  pamphlet  written  by  the  hon.  Member 
tor  Beading  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre),  and 
would  compare  it  with  the  Heport  of 
the  Committee  from  whose  evidence  he 

a  noted,  he  would  be  satisfied  that,  if 
lej  abolished  the  Game  Law  Code, 
they  must  have  a  very  stringent  Law 
of  Trespass.  The  especial  witness  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester  admitted 
on  cross-examination  that  it  was  impos- 
able  to  do  without  the  most  stringent 
Law  of  Trespass,  for  he  altogether  repu- 
diated the  idea  of  the  public  at  large 
being  able  to  go  where  they  pleased  in 
his  garden  and  his  shrubbery.  If  the 
only  remedy  were  to  be  a  civil  action 
for  trespass  as  it  existed  independently 
of  the  Game  Laws  the  licence  would 
be  intolerable,  and,  in  fact,  it  would  not 
be  tolerated  by  any  portion  of  the  com- 
munity. Would  the  hon.  Member  be 
bold  enough  to  propose  to  the  House  a 
Law  of  Trespass  which  would  be  as  effec- 
tire  as  the  existing  Game  Law  Code  ? 


According  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Heading,  that  Code  was  a  moderate 
Law  of  Trespass.  In  the  language  of  the 
Committee  of  1873,  it  was  a  discrimi- 
nating Law  of  Trespass ;  and  for  that 
reason  alone,  therefore,  he  might  say 
that  for  an  hon.  Member  to  come  for- 
ward and  ask  at  one  blow  to  abolish 
all  these  laws  without  putting  anything 
else  in  their  place  was  asking  that  to 
which  the  House  of  Commons  would 
not  agree.  He  should  be  very  unwilling 
to  say  that  the  Game  Laws  were  inca- 
pable of  revision.  That  was  not  the 
proposition  which  the  Government  sought 
to  maintain.  And  he  might  remind  the 
hon.  Gentleman  of  what  he  must  have 
known  with  regard  to  the  Night  Poach- 
ing Bill,  which  came  on  at  the  end  of 
last  Session,  when  he  spoke  about  his 
right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Assheton  Cross) 
breaking  the  promise  he  made,  and 
neglecting  to  do  for  England  what  he 
undertook,  through  the  Lord  Advocate, 
to  do  for  Scotland.  He  would  find  that, 
under  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act, 
more  than  what  his  right  hon.  Friend 
had  promised  was  done ;  and  if  passed 
for  Scotland,  it  would  have  been  open 
to  the  Sheriff,  in  the  case  to  which  he 
referred,  to  meet  the  justice  of  the  case 
by  a  small  fine.  It  was  rather  strange 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Cardigan- 
shire (Mr.  D.  Davies)  had  expressed 
his  intention  to  vote  for  the  Besolution  ; 
and  had  then  explained  that  he  did  so 
because  he  knew  it  would  not  be  carried. 
Englishmen  were  not  likely  to  stand  the 
abolition  of  the  Game  Laws,  because 
they  were  all,  without  distinction  of 
class,  devoted  to  sport.  Unfortunately, 
in  some  parts  of  the  country  there  had 
been  over-preservation  of  ground  game, 
and  there  had  also  been  many  cases  of 
letting  shootings  over  the  tenant  and  to 
his  damage;  but  to  say  that,  because 
the  Game  Laws  had  been  abused,  there- 
fore they  should  be  suddenly  and  en- 
tirely abolished,  without  providing  any 
substitute,  was  a  proposition  to  which 
he  was  certain  neither  the  House  nor 
the  Government  of  which  he  was  a 
Member  could  agree.  He  should,  there- 
fore, give  a  direct  negative  to  the  Mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  STOEER  said,  he  was  not  sur- 
prised that  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester 
(Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor)  had  brought  forward 
his  annual  Motion  ;  but  he  was  surprised 
to  find  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
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Oxford  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  assuming 
the  character  of  the  "  farmer's  friend," 
and  endeavouring  to  depreciate  the  posi- 
tion of  his  hon.  Friends  the  Members  for 
South  Leicestershire  (Mr.  Pell)  and 
South  Norfolk  (Mr.  Clare  Eead).  He 
f Mr.  Storer)  must  say  the  character  of 
farmer's  friend  sat  very  awkwardly  on 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  It  was 
a  character  which  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench  had  been  so  little  accustomed  to 
of  late  that  they  would  require  a  great 
deal  of  practice  before  it  sat  well  on 
them.  The  farmers  of  this  country, 
taken  as  a  body,  did  not  object  to  the 
Game  Laws.  What  they  did  object  to 
was  the  abuse  of  them.  The  game 
actually  belonged  to  the  tenant,  unless 
he  chose  to  relinquish  his  right — and 
what  law  could  prevent  his  doing  that  ? 
There  was  this  to  be  said  about  the  posi- 
tion of  farmers — that  they  knew  when 
they  took  their  farms  whether  they  were 
over-stocked  with  game  or  not,  and  when 
farms  were  as  plentiful  in  the  market 
as  now  no  man  m  his  senses  would  have 
one  of  that  description.  He  would  cer- 
tainly vote  against  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leicester.  If  the  Game 
Laws  were  abolished  a  very  wholesome 
and  agreeable  food  would  be  excluded 
from  the  market,  and  one  which,  in 
cases  of  illness,  was  constantly  asked 
for  as  a  pleasing  change ;  but  which,  if 
this  Bill  passed,  could  not  be  obtained. 
Viewed  in  that  light,  he  contended  that 
they  were,  so  far  from  being  injurious 
to  the  community,  the  very  reverse. 

Mb.  J.  B.  YOBKE  said,  that  he  had 
not  seen  the  terms  of  the  Amendment, 
but  he  had  become  acquainted  with  it 
from  what  had  been  told  him ;  and  he 
should  desire,  as  he  generally  did,  to 
vote  with  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
(Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot).  But  he 
thought  the  Amendment  was  somewhat 
misleading;  and  he  would,  therefore, 
appeal  to  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  to 
withdraw  it.  One  objection  that  he  had 
was  that  the  Amendment  had  not  been  put 
down  on  the  Paper ;  and  there  had,  con- 
sequently, not  been  time  to  consider  it. 
He  thought  there  was  no  reason  for 
declining  to  deal  with  the  subject  *  *  now," 
because  if  the  Game  Laws  were  as  in- 
jurious as  the  hon.  Member  for  Leicester 
(Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor)  asserted,  they  ought 
not  to  hesitate,  even  in  the  last  Session  of 
an  expiring  Parliament,  to  sweep  them 
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away ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
thought  those  laws  should  be  retained, 
but  were  susceptible  of  amendment,  thej 
ought  not  to  say  that  now  was  not  the 
time  to  amend  them.  It  would  be  mnch 
more  expedient  to  take  a  di vision  on  th« 
Main  Question. 

Mr.  p.   a.  TAYLOR  observed,  that, 
after  the  great  length  at  which  he  had 
troubled  the  House,  he  would  not  have 
said  a  word  in  reply,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  special  challenge  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Berks  (Mr.  Walter).     That  hon. 
Gentleman  had  entered  into   historical 
and  antiquarian  research,  and  had  en- 
deavoured to  trace  to  the  Danish  an- 
cestry of  the  inhabitants  of  Lieicester 
the  reasons  which  had  made  their  Be- 
presentative  the  special  friend    of  the 
poacher.     He  (Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor)  must 
say  that  if  the  poachers  regarded  him 
as  their  fnend  it  must  be   upon  the 
curious  ground  that  he  proposea  to  de- 
stroy their  industry,  and  to  render  theii 
profession  impossible  for    the    future. 
He  remembered  that,  some  years  ago,  a 
Petition  was   forwarded  to  lum  from 
Leicester  for  presentation,  against  the 
Game  Laws ;  and  he  was  informed  at 
the  time  that  several  well-known  pro- 
fessional poachers  had  declined  to  sigia 
the  Petition  on  the  ground  that  the  aM- 
lition  of  the  Game  Laws  would  be  the 
destruction  of  their  industry.     The  hoc 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Berlcs  had 
pointedly  asked  him.  Who  oould  have  a 
oetter  right  to  kill  the  game  ihan  those 
who  paid  for  its  support  ?    To  that  ho 
would  say,  in  the  nnt  place,  that  put 
of  his  charge  was  that  those  who  olaiiiied 
property  in  the  game  were  often  not 
those  who  really  paid  for  its  maintea* 
ance ;  but  beyond  mat,  he  would  reodad 
the    hon.   Gentleman  that   there  weis 
many  in,  and  more  out  of,  that  Hoase 
who  did  not  hold  with  the  claim  of  land- 
owners to  do  in  all  respects  what  they 
liked  with  their  land;  who   held  that 
land  was  not  the  proper  subject  for  ab- 
solute proprietorship;   that,  in  ftct,  it 
was  held  in  trust  for  the  advantage  of 
the  whole  community ;   and  that  if  it 
could  bo  shown  that  in  any  roepeot  its 
management  was  inconsistent  with  the 
public  advantage,  ground  sufficient  had 
been  shown  for  change.     He  oongrata- 
lated  the  House  and  the  countiy  upoa 
the  evidence  that  this  debate  had  shown 
of  the  great  progress  that  had  beea 
made,  both  in  the  Mouse  and  out  of  it; 
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in  regard  to  this  question — hares  and 
rabbits  had  been  given  up  on  all  sides. 
He  said  *'  out  of  it "  in  consideration  of 
the  number  of  hon.  Members  who  had 
declared  that  they  would  vote  for  his  Be- 
solution,  although  not  agreeing  in  its 
terms,  thus  showing  most  satisfactorily 
the  importance  that  their  constituencies 
attached  to  the  abolition  of  the  Game 

Laws.  

Bnt  WALTEE  B.  BAETTELOT  said, 
that  after  the  numerous  expressions  of 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  withdrawal  of 
hiB  Amendment  he  should  be  glad  to 
take  that  course  with  the  leave  of  the 
House.     [  Cries  of  "  No,  no ! "] 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — ^Ayes  87 ;  Noes 
160 :  Majori^  73.— (Div.  List,  No.  32.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
'  it  is  not  now  expedient  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  Game  Laws'  be  there 
added." 

Sni  WILLIAM  HARCOUET  moved 
to  amend  the  proposed  Amendment  by 
the  omission  of  the  word  ''  not."  He 
did  80,  he  said,  in  order  to  afford  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  opinion  as  to  whether 
it  was  or  was  not  expedient  to  amend 
the  Gkune  Laws. 

Ms.  PELL  rose  to  second  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Oxford  rSir  William  Harcourt).  Ho 
regretted  tnat  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  was  not  present  when  he  ad- 
dressed the  House.  If  he  had  been,  he 
wae  sure  he  would  not  have  conveyed  to 
hon.  Members  so  inaccurate  an  idea  of 
that  which  he  had  really  said  upon  the 
•abject.  His  opinion  was  that  the  Game 
Iawb  did  require  amendment,  and  it  was 
for  that  reason  that  he  was  prepared  to 
support  the  Motion  which  the  hon.  and 
le«nied  (Gentleman  had  just  made. 

Amendment  proposed  to  the  said  pro- 
posed Amendment^  to  leave  out  the  word 
"not"— (iStr  William  Harcourt) 

Qaeetion  proposed,  ''  That  the  word 
'not'  stand  part  of  the  said  proposed 
Amendment. 

Thb  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QXTEB  expressed  a  dotlbt  as  to  whether 
there  had  been  anything  serious  in  the 
debate  from  beginning  to  end.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Leicester  (Mr.  P.  A.  Taylor) 


Ayes     135; 
-(Div.  List, 


had  made  an  extremely  clever  and 
humorous  speech,  and,  knowing  his 
opinion,  nobody  could  doubt  the  perfect 
sincerity  with  which  he  advocated  the 
somewhat  startling  conclusions  which 
were  embodied  in  his  Motion.  Those, 
however,  who  supported  that  Motion, 
had  taken  up  a  somewhat  curious  posi- 
tion. The  hon.  Member  for  Cardigan- 
shire (Mr.  D.  Davies),  for  instance,  had 
stated  that  he  would  vote  for  it  because 
there  was  no  harm  in  it ;  but  his  speech 
was  characterized  by  great  good  sense. 
But  it  remained  for  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Oxford  (Sir  William  Har- 
court) to  try  to  turn  the  whole  thing 
into  ridicule.  The  object  of  his  Amend- 
ment was,  however,  perfectly  trans- 
parent; and  it  was  unnecessary,  he 
thought,  to  waste  much  time  in  dis- 
cussing it.  He  should  certainly  vote 
against  it. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :  - 
Noes  119:  Majority  16.- 
No.  33.) 

Question, 

'*  That  the  words  '  it  is  not  now  expedient  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  the  Game  Laws '  be 
added  to  the  word  *  That '  in  the  original  Ques- 
tion," 

put,  and  negatived. 

METROPOLIS  WATERWORKS   PUR- 
CHASE BILL. 

LEAVE.      FIB8T  BEADIKO. 

Mb.  A8SHET0N  CROSS:  Sir,  in 
the  course  of  the  discussion  which  took 
place  in  August  last  on  the  Motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Hackney  (Mr. 
Fawcett),  I  gave  Notice  that  the  whole 
question  would  bo  taken  into  considera- 
tion by  the  Government  during  the  Re- 
cess, with  the  view  of  seeing  whether 
the  supply  of  water  to  the  Metropolis 
and  other  adjoining  places  could  not 
be  greatly  improved  for  the  benefit  of 
the  inhabitants ;  whether  that  could  be 
done  without  seriously  increasing  the 
cost  of  the  supply  to  the  consumer,  and 
whether  the  mode  of  supply  could  not 
also  be  improved.  The  result  of  that 
consideration  on  the  part  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  myself  has  been 
the  framing  of  the  Bill  which  I  shall 
ask  the  leave  of  the  House  to  introduce. 
Again,  the  result  of    the  investigation 
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we  have  been  able  to  make,  and  of  the 
advice  we  have  obtained,  has  induced 
the  belief  that  there  is  only  one  remedy 
for  the   confusion  which  exists   in  the 
present  state  of  things,  and  that  that 
remedy  is  the  unification  of  all  the  ex- 
isting Companies.      Let  hon.  Members 
consider  that  there  are  eight   Compa- 
nies supplying  the  Metropolis,  or,  ra- 
ther, the  Metropolitan  area,  with  water. 
I  do   not  mean  the  Metropolitan  area 
within  the  limit  usually  understood,  but 
all  the  surrounding  districts  for  some 
little  way  beyond.     Of  these  eight  Com- 
panies, five  draw  their  water  &om  the 
Thames,  and  three  of  them  have  what 
may  be  called  a  supply  of  their  own. 
We  have  five  of  these  Companies  North 
of  the  Thames  and  three  of  them  South 
of  the  Thames,  all  of  which  overlap  and 
interlace  each  other ;   they  have  their 
reservoirs,    their    boards   of   directors, 
and  establishments  of  that  kind,  and,  as 
far    as    I    know,  there  is    no  natural 
boundaiy  for  any  one  of  these  Compa- 
nies, and  there  is  no  natural  division  of 
the  water  supply.     If  anyone  were  dis- 
posed to  erect  a  system  more  expensive 
than  that  which  now  exists  I  think  he 
would  find  himself  much  puzzled.   Now, 
if  we  consider  that  to  be  the  principal 
fact  we  have  to  deal  with,  of  course  it  is 
necessary    to  ascertain  whether   these 
matters  cannot  be  simplified  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  bring  about  a  reduction 
of  expense,  labour,  and  waste  of  mate- 
rial.    First  of  all,  there  would  follow 
from  unification  a   great  reduction    of 
expense  for  all  new  works  and  water 
apparatus.     I  desire  to  make  my  state- 
ment as  short  as  possible;  but  I  may 
say,  in  passing,  that  in  the  present  Ses- 
sion the  Southwark  and  Yauxhall  Com- 
pany proposed  to  carry  out  new  works 
at  a  cost  of  £500,000,  which  would  be 
absolutely  useless  if  this  Bill  becomes 
law.    Again,   there    are  the  proposed 
works  of  the  Grand  Junction  and  the 
West  Middlesex  Companies,  which,  if 
carried  out — as,  no  doubt,  they  would 
be,  for  a  long  series  of  years  would 
vastly  increase  the  expenditure  neces- 
sary for  the  proper  supply  of  water  to 
London.     Beyond  that,  you  have  the 
reduction  which  will    be  made  in  the 
course  of  time  by  the  consolidation  of 
the  officers  and  staff,  and  you  will  have 
a   proper  provision   for   the  supply  of 
water  in  those  districts  where  it  is  re- 
quired,  and,  what  will  be  a  point  of 
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much  more  importance,  a  division  of 
London  according  to  the  levels,  and,  con- 
sequently, a  proper  pressure  at  difiTerent 
heights   in  various   parts.      If   anyone 
will  look  at  the  map  of  London  showing 
the  different  sources  from  which  the$e 
different  Companies   draw  their  water 
supply,  he  will  be  amazed  at  the  wastA 
of  power  in  the  machinery  by  which 
this  supply  is  produced.     Therefore,  we 
have  come  to  the  conclusion,  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,   that  unifica- 
tion is  the  great  object  to  be  attained  if 
you  are   eventually  to  supply  London 
with  water  at  the  least  cost  and  in  the 
best  possible  manner.     Then  comes  the 
question  whether  this  result  can  be  ob- 
tained in  any  other  manner,  and  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  do  not  think  it  can. 
This  unification  cannot  be  obtained  by 
any  mere  arrangement  among  the  Com- 
panies themselves.      As  there  is  no  oor- 
S orate  body  which  can  undertake  thii 
uty  in  London,  is  it  possible  to  obtain 
unification  by  means  of  the  several  Me- 
tropolitan boroughs?    It  seems  to  ms 
that  if  each  Metropolitan  borough  were 
to   supply  itself  with  water,   you  wfll 
have   probably  greater  confuaion   and 
greater  cost  than  already  exist.     I  hope 
the  House  will  be  of  opinion  that  the 
best  way  of  arriving  at  a  condusion  if 
that    the    existing    Companies    should 
surrender  the  powers  whidi  they  poseeei 
under  their  several  Acts  of  Parbament 
to  some  central  body  which  shall  have 
absolute  power  over  the  supply  of  water 
to  London.    If  we  are  to  approach  the 
subject  in  that  way,  and  come  to  ths 
conclusion  that   unification  is  the  pri- 
mary object  to  be  gained,  and  that  tnst 
can  only  be  effected  by  the  surrender  of 
the  powers  of  all  the  existing  G(nnpa* 
nies  to  one  central  body,  the  question 
arises,   how  is  that    unification  to  be 
brought  about  ?    I  ventured  to  say  ia 
August  last  upon  this  point-^ 

*'  Whether  it  would  be  neceoary  for  tha  par* 
pose  that  the  whole  of  the  Water  ConpaiuM 
should — of  course  by  agreement — rairoidtf 
their  powers  to  some  b^y  whidti  should  be 
practically  appointed  by  the  Goveminent.  .  .  . 
lie  would  not  like  to  express  any  opinion  wgaa 
that  point." — [3  Mansard,  ccxUx.  M6.] 

Now,  if  you  are  to  get  from  the  existing 
Companies  a  surrender  of  their  powen, 
there  are  only  two  ways  by  which  this 
result  can  be  arriYea  at — ^you  must 
either  take  them  by  compulsion  or  by 
agreement.    So  far  as   oompulnoii  is 
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ooncemed,   I    am    bound    to   say  this 
would   be   a  very  stroug   step  for  the 
House  to  take.     Parliament  has  will- 
ingly conferred  enormous  powers  upon 
these  Companies ;  and,  on  the  faith  of 
these  powers,  a  very  large  amount  of 
capital  has    been    subscribed,  a  great 
portion  being  held  upon  trust.     Again, 
after  many  of   these  Companies    had 
spent    the  money   so   subscribed,  that 
Parliament  should  step  in   and  say — 
*'  Nolmu  volenSf  we  will  take  this  money 
away  from  you,  and  pay  you  a  certain 
sum  in  compensation,    is,  at  all  erents, 
a  step  which  Parliament  is  not  accus- 
tomea  to  take.      There    are    certainly 
Tery  few  precedents  for  such  a  course, 
which  I  do  not  myself  think  a  wise  one. 
I  am,  at  all  events,  certain  of  one  thing 
— ^it  would  meet  with  the  most  violent 
opposition  from  every  one  of  these  Com- 
panies ;  and  if  Parliament  attempted  to 
carry  it  out  I  do  not  believe  the  mea- 
Bore  would  pass.  Of  course,  a  Bill  might 
be  brought  m  providing  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Companies  by  certain  bodies ;  but 
that  would  leave  us  to  all  the  danger  and 
uncertainty  of   arbitration    afterwards. 
We  have  had  some  experience  of  arbi- 
trations in  matters  of  this  kind,  which,  I 
believe,  is  not  likely  to  lead  us  to  follow 
the  same  course  again.     If  we  put  the 
matter  entirely  in  the  hands  of  an  arbi- 
tration, Parliament  will   be  acting  very 
mach  in  the  dark,  and  might  find  her- 
self let  in  for  a  very  much  greater  ex- 
pense than  was  originally  expected.  The 
only  other  course,  then,  is  to  take  these 
Companies  by  agreement;   but  that  is 
sot  a  very  easy  thing,  because,  when 
the    Government  approached   them  by 
way  of  agreement,  they  were  met  by  the 
most  positive  refusal  from  every  one  of 
them.     Again,  if  you  are  to  take  them 
by  agreement,  it  is  necessary  that  both 
parties  should  agree ;    it  is   of  no   use 
offering  terms  which  they  will  not  accept 
and  which  you  cannot  force  upon  them. 
if  this  difficulty  is  likely  to  present  itself 
in  dealing  with  one  Company,  much  more 
would  it  do  so  when  it  becomes  necessary 
to  afi^ree  with  eight  separate  Companies ; 
for  it  is  of  no  use  treating  for  three  or 
four ;  you  must  take  them  all.     There  is 
OBO  advantage  in  dealing  by  agreement — 
namely,  that  whatever  the  outlay  may  be 
which  you  are  about  to  submit  to,  in 
order  to  get  possession   of  these   Com- 
paniee,  you,  at  all  events,  know  exactly 
the  extent  of  your  liability ;  there  is  no- 
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thing  behind,  there  are  no  afterthoughts, 
and  when  the  price  is  once  settled  the 
whole  interest  of  the  Company  is  made 
over.  If  the  House  will  allow  me,  I 
will  read  a  part  of  one  of  the  clauses  of 
the  Bill,  which  will  enable  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  see  what  we  propose  to  take  over. 
By  that  clause  the  Company  will  have 
to  surrender — 

"All  rents  and  other  properties,  including 
cash  balances  and  investments,  and  all  such  pro- 
perty as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Com- 
panies at  any  time  between  January  1st,  1880, 
and  June  the  30th,  1880. 

So  that  everything  which  they  possessed 
on  January  1st  of  this  year,  and  every- 
thing that  may  come  into  their  possession 
during  the  next  six  months,  will  pass 
into  our  hands,  with  the  exception  of  the 
dividends  payable  to  June  the  30th.  We 
should  have    to    consider    what   price 
should  be  paid  to  the  New  Biver  Com- 
pany, which  is  possessed  of  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  land  in  the  county  of 
Herts  and  elsewhere,  which  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  water  supply  of  London. 
The  House  will,  therefore,  see  that  there 
can  be  no  possible  afterthought,   and 
that  we  know  exactly  the  extent  of  the 
outlay  to  be  made.     The  next  question 
which  presents  itself  is,  how  the  pur- 
chase-money for  this  purpose  is  to  be 
obtained  ?    There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
is  an  Imperial  question,  and,  that  being 
so,  it  may  be  said,  and  suggestions  have 
been  made  from  manv  quarters,  that  the 
Imperial  Funds  should  be  called  upon  to 
subscribe  in  some  form  or  other  for  the 
purchase  of  these  Companies.  We  have, 
however,  thought  it  right  to   lay  down 
the  principle  that  the  State  should  not 
pay  one  farthing  towards  it.     We  do  not 
think  it  fair  to  the  other  towns  in  the 
country  that  it  should  do  so,  and  we 
have    accordingly    arranged   to   accept 
only  the  preliminary  expenses  if  the  Bill 
should  fail;  these,  of  course,  must  be 
paid  by  someone,  and  if  the  Bill  passes 
will  be  eventually  paid   by  the  Water 
Trust.     So  that,  beyond  possibly  these 
preliminary  expenses,  we  think  it  right 
that  the  Imperial  Exchequer  should  not 
be  called  upon,  either  by  way  of  gua- 
rantee or  loan,  to  subscribe  one  single 
sixpence.    In  dealing  with  this  question, 
we  are  met  with  the  difficulty  that  there 
existed  no  corporate  body,  which,  in  the 
opinion   of  the  Ooveriimeut,    ought  to 
take    this    task    into   its    own    hands. 
Neither  the  City,  nor  the  Metropolitan 
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Board  of  Works,  are  in  a  position  to 
deal  with  the  different  Companies ;  and, 
moreover,  they  have  no  money  where- 
with to  buy  them  out.     Again,  another 
difficulty  presented  itself  to  us — that  of 
raising  so  largo  a  sum  by  the  issue  of 
Stock  or  otherwise,  for  the  purchase  of 
these  Companies  would  have  been  at- 
tended with  a  certain  amount  of  hazard 
and  disturbance  to  the  Money  Market. 
We  had,  therefore,  recourse  to  another 
mode  of  dealing  with  this  subject ;  and 
we  have  persuaded  the   Companies  to 
consent  to  the  Water  Trust  issuing  a 
certain  amount  of  Water  Stock,  and  also 
that   the    Company    should    take    this 
Stock  by  way  of  payment.     Practically, 
then,  it  comes  to  this — that  the  Com- 
panies will  create  the  Stock,  and  then, 
taking  it  when  created,  would  so  provide 
for  their  own  extinction.     This  plan  will 
get  rid  of   the  whole  difficulty.      The 
whole  of  the  Companies  have  agreed  to 
that  arrangement  through  their   direc- 
tors, and  they  will  take  this  3^  per  cent 
Water  Stock  as  the  purchase  money ;  so 
far,  therefore,  no  money  is  required  from 
anybody.     It   will  be  seen    that    this 
arrangement  very  much  simplifies  the 
matter,  and  can  lead  to  no  possible  dis- 
turbance of  the  Money  Market  for  the 
time  being.     Of  course,  this  Stock  must 
have  something  at  the  back  of  it  to  make 
it  sound ;  and  the  first  thing  we  have 
put  behind  it  will   be,  of  course,  the 
water  rates    receivable    by    the   Com- 
panies at  the  present  moment,  and  which 
will  be  payable  to  the  Water  Trust. 
But  there  must,  of  course,  be  some  other 
guarantee,  and  wehave  placed  behind  this 
the  Metropolitan  rates ;  not  that  I  think 
they  will  be  called  upon  to  contribute  a 
single   sixpence,  but  it  is,    of  course, 
necessary  to  include  them  in  the  security. 
Therefore,   the  Stock  proposed    to    be 
issued  is  charged  with  the  water  rates 
first  of  all,  and  then  there  will  be  the 
further  guarantee  of  the  rates  of    the 
Metropolis  and  the  City  of  London.  The 
next  question  is  probably  the  most  im- 
portant of  all,  and  that  is  the  question 
of  price  ;  and  hero  what  I  said  before 
equally  applies — namely,  that  if  this  is  to 
be  done  by  agreement  the  price  must  also 
be  a  matter  of  agreement  on  both  sides. 
Now,  the  Government  find  themselves  in 
this  rather  peculiar  position — that  they 
are  standing,  as  it  were,  between   the 
water   consumers  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the    Water    Companies  on    the  other. 

Mr,  Asnheion  Cross 


They  have  made  the  best  bargain  thej 
can  with  these  Companies,  and  they  pre- 
sent that  bargain  to  Parliament  to  con- 
sider— not,    of  course,    on  the  floor  of 
this  House — but,  as  I  shall  presently  ex- 
plain, by  means  of  a  Committee  upstain, 
to  say  whether  this  bargain  is  one  which 
ought  to  be  sanctioned.     We  come  be- 
fore Parliament,  having  done  our  best 
to  provide  a  solution  of  this  question, 
and  lay  before  it  the  best  bargain  which 
we  have  been  able  to  make  with  the 
several    Companies.       Of    course,    the 
questions    of  Debenture    Stocks,    Pre- 
ferential Shares,  and  mortgages  remain 
precisely  as  they  were,  and  all  we  have  to 
deal  with  is  the  available  net  snrpliu 
after    the    payment    of    all    necessary 
working  expenses.     That    is   the  real 
matter  with  which  we  have  to  deal.    1 
am  afraid  that  one  or  two  words  uttered 
by  me  in  August  last  have  been  some- 
what misinterpreted.  What  1  appear  to 
have  said  on  that  occasion  was  that  the 
Government  would  take  the  Stocks  as 
they  found  them  on  such  a  day — the  last 
day  of  the  half-year — and  that  no  speca* 
lative  change  in  the  value  of  the  Stocks 
would  have  the  smallest  weight  with  the 
Government.     Now,  these  words  muft 
be  taken  with  the  context,  and  bearing 
in  mind  the  fact  that  we  have  to  proosed 
by  agreement.    What  I  really  meant, 
and  hon.  Members  will  see  this  by  the 
context,  was  that  there   should  be  no 
speculation  on  the  Stock  Exchange ;  but 
that  if  there  were  it  would  not  be  taken 
into  consideration  at  all;    nor,  on   the 
other  hand,  if  there  were  any  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Companies  for  the  en- 
hancement of  prices,  would  that  be  taken 
into  consideration.    All  I  can  say,  bear- 
ing this  in  mind,  is,  that  that  idea  hat 
been  strictly  adhered  to  in  all  the  nego* 
tiations  from  beginning  to  end.      Ths 
only  idea  which  the  gentleman  who  hat 
been  advising  me  on  this    matter  hat 
ever  had  beK>re  him  has  been  to  find 
out  what  was  the  intrinsic  value  of  the 
Companies  at  the  time  of  purchase.    In 
coming  to  a  conclusion  as  to  that,  hon. 
Members  will  see  at  once  that  the  Tains 
of  each  Company  must  depend  on  rarious 
circumstances — in  the  first  place,  on  the 
powers  which  each  Company  had  xaadm 
its  own  Act  of  Parliament ;  and,  in  the 
next  place,  on  its  present  financial  and 
commercial  position.   For  instance,  some 
of  these  Companies  possess  powers  dif* 
ferent  to  those  con&rred  upon  o&en. 
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Some  of  them  can  only  receive  7  per 
cent  dividend y  while  others  can  receive 
10  per  cent ;  and  some,  if  they  have  not 
received  10  per  cent  from  their  founda- 
tion, can  maxe  it  up  not  only  for  the 
future,  but  going  back  also  for  the  past. 
In  the  case  of  the  New  River  Company, 
for  instance,  there  is  no  limit  at  all ;  and 
they  are  entitled  to  recoup  themselves 
up  to  10  per  cent  for  a  period  of  1 50 
years    or  so.     The  Company  has   this 
power ;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they 
nave,  to  a  certain  extent,  begun  to  avail 
themselves  of  it.     On  ihe  other  hand, 
some  Companies  have  no  such  power; 
some  are  limited,   and    some   are  not. 
Then,  again,  they  differ  very  much  as  to 
their  commercial  and  financial  position. 
You  will  find  some  Companies  with  a 
practically  assured  dividend  of  10  per 
cent,  which  will  probably  never  be  less, 
and  may  be  increased.    With  some  Com- 
panies it  will  be  a  matter  of  absolute 
certainty  that  they  will  be  able  to  recoup 
themselves  for  their  outlay  in  a  certain 
number  of  years.     Again,  you  will  find 
that  some   Companies  which  have  ex- 
pended a  very  large  amoimt  of  capital 
nave  not  reaped  the  fruit  of  their  outlay, 
and  whose  property  is  undeveloped,  cd- 
thouffh  gradually  becoming  more  deve- 
lopea,  who  have  gone  through  a  series  of 
expenditure,  such  as  for  the  laying  of 
mains,  and  whose   profits    have  vastly 
increased  from  year  to  year.     There  are 
other  Companies  which  are  possessed  of 
latve  areas  of  land  that  will  be  rapidly 
bout  upon,  and  which,  of  course,  will 
produce  to  them  in  a  short  time  a  large 
naireet.     The  average  increase  of  the 
net  incomes  of  the  several  Companies  for 
many  years  past  has  amounted  to  about 
£35,000  a-year.    This  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  when  we  consider  the  increase 
of  population,  and  that  there  were  built 
last  year  19,000  houses;  while,  accord- 
ing to  the  last  Hotum  I  have,  there  have 
been  constructed  during  that  time  60 
miles  of  new  streets.     All  this  shows 
that  these  Companies  have  before  them 
a  large  and  promising  future.     In  the 
negotiations  which  have  been  carried  on 
with  them,  the  Government  have  had 
the  advantage  not  only  of  the  assistance 
of   two    veiT  able    persons  who   have 
been  for  a  long    time    connected  with 
these  Companies — the  Auditor  and  Water 
Examiner — but  also  of  Mr.  £.  8mith, 
who  has  been  for  so  many  years  con- 
nected with  the  Ecclesiastical  Commis- 


sion. I  may  add  that,  in  commencing 
the  negotiations  with  these  Companies, 
two  things  require  our  consideration — 
the  present  dividend  to  which  the  share- 
holders were  entitled,  or  to  which, 
rather,  they  would  be  entitled  when  the 
property  is  taken  over  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1880,  and  the  increment  which  might  be 
expected  to  have  arisen  had  the  property 
remained  in  their  possession.  This  fact 
has  always  been  recognized  when  deal- 
ing with  other  Companies  situated  in 
like  manner,  and  the  claim  is  one  which 
it  has  been  found  impossible  to  resist. 
There  is  another  matter  to  be  considered 
— namely,  that  it  was  absolutely  impos- 
sible, under  the  scheme  of  purchase 
which  we  have  undertaken,  to  find  the 
money  at  once  to  pay  for  this  increment, 
which  at  the  present  moment  does  not 
exist,  because  the  only  funds  which  we 
can  resort  to  are  the  water  rates.  It  is 
not,  therefore,  proposed  to  pay  any  in- 
come to  the  Company  in  respect  of  the 
unearned  increment  to  which  I  have 
referred  until  the  money  has  been  earned 
which  the  Companies  would  have  earned 
for  themselves.  Therefore,  the  course 
which  we  have  taken  is  to  spread  this 
assured  increment  over  periods  varying 
from  four  to  12  years;  and  it  is  quite 
certain  that  there  will  be  ample  funds  to 
pay  when  the  interest  becomes  due  on 
these  deferred  Stocks.  On  the  30th  of 
June,  1880,  the  Companies  will  receive 
a  certain  amount  of  ordinary  Stock  which 
would  represent  the  dividends  they  them- 
selves would  have  received.  For  the 
year  1881-2  they  will  get  a  certain 
amount  of  Preference  Stock  which  will 
bear  no  interest  at  all  for  the  first  12 
months,  while  at  the  end  of  18  months 
after  that  they  will  receive  a  half-year's 
dividend  in  the  same  way  as  the  rest  of 
the  deferred  Stock.  Under  this  arranee- 
mont,  the  Water  Trust  would  not  be  called 
upon  to  pay  interest  until  they  have  re- 
ceived the  income  from  the  water  rates 
to  enable  them  to  do  so.  There  is  no 
present  charge,  therefore,  on  the  water 
consumers.  I  hope,  on  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  Bill,  the  House  will  not  desire 
me  to  go  into  the  circumstances  relating 
to  each  Company;  it  would  be  better 
considered  by  the  Committee  upstairs 
why  a  certain  Company  gets  so  much, 
and  another  so  much  less;  but  the 
House  will  be  interested  in  knowing 
what  is  to  bo  the  aggregate  sum  payable 
in  1881.     That  sum  amounts,  in  round 
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numbers,  to  £22,000,000 ;  and,  of  course, 
there  i8,be8ide8,  the  interest  at  3  J  percent. 
With  regard  to  the  other  incrementSjthese 
will  be  spread  over  a  number  of  years,  and 
in  the  case  of  one  Company — that  is,  the 
New  River  Company — a  period  of  12 
years.  It  is,  of  course,  much  more  con- 
venient to  spread  these  payments  over 
long  periods  than  over  a  short  series  of 
years;  and  the  New  River  Company  will, 
in  consequence,  receive  a  certain  amount 
of  additional  Stock.  Other  Companies, 
like  the  West  Middlesex,  get  four  years; 
while,  in  other  cases,  the  periods  will  be 
varied.  The  capital  for  each  particular 
Company  has  been  arranged,  in  order 
that  the  funds  of  the  Company  may  not 
be  called  upon  for  the  payment  of  a  larger 
sum  than  we  are  quite  assured  they  will 
receive  from  the  interest  accruing  to 
them.  Taking  the  average  of  12  years 
the  amount  would  be  about  £750,000 
per  annum,  and,  on  a  rough  calculation, 
would  reach  to  between  £6,000,000  and 
£7,000,000.  [Mr.  Courtney:  What 
will  be  the  ultimate  gross  maximum  ?] 
Putting  the  whole  of  the  sums  together, 
they  will  amount  to  something  like 
£31,000,000.  It  would  apparently 
strike  one  that  this  mode  of  proceeding 
would  be  more  favourable  to  some  of 
the  poorer  Companies  than  to  others, 
and  for  this  reason — that  the  New  River 
Company  is  an  absolutely  assured  estate, 
and  that  its  value  has  risen  very  much, 
while  some  of  the  lower  Companies 
have  not  risen  to  the  same  height ;  al- 
though, in  their  case,  their  future  posi- 
tion is  as  absolutely  certain  as  that  of 
the  New  River  Company  at  the  present 
moment.  Therefore,  something  more 
than  the  fair  market  price  is  apparently 
given  to  the  lower  Company.  But  when 
the  matter  comes  to  be  investigated  it 
will  be  found  that  they  have  got  no 
better  bargain  than  the  New  River  Com- 
pany. Some  few  years  ago  it  was  found 
by  the  Auditor  that  one  of  the  Companies 
had  paid  the  sum  of  £30,000  out  of 
capital  which  ought  to  have  been  paid 
out  of  income,  and,  to  recoup  that,  they 
had  to  make  up  the  annual  amount  of 
£8,000,  the  payment  of  which  was  a 
great  drawback  to  their  dividends.  That 
Bum,  however,  has  been  entirely  repaid, 
and  it  is  my  impression  that  the  Com- 
pany will  spring  up  in  a  short  time  to 
its  natural  height.  The  result  of  the 
financial  operation  for  the  year  would 
be  that  they  would  have  a  saving  of 
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£50,000;  and,  besides  that,  there  will  be 
all  the  savings  from  the  consolidation  of 
the  staff  and  engineering  operations. 
No  doubt,  80  far  as  the  stan  is  con- 
cerned, the  saving  will  not  come  into 
full  play  until  some  of  the  officers,  who 
are  to  be  pensioned,  cease  to  exist ;  but 
still,  in  tne  first  year,  there  will  be  a 
saving,  I  am  almost  certain,  irrespective 
of  this,  of  £50,000—1  hope  more. 
There  is  one  point  which  1  must^men- 
tion  to  the  credit  of  the  Companies,  and 
that  is  that,  after  the  matter  of  the  price 
had  been  arranged,  there  was  one  qaee- 
tion  pressed  strongly,  and  pressed  so 
strongly,  indeed,  that  I  believe  many  of 
the  directors  would  have  broken  off  the 
bargain  if  the  point  had  not  been  con- 
ceded. I  refer  to  the  question  of  the 
superannuation  of  the  officers  of  the 
Companies.  I  believe  the  negotiations 
would  have  been  broken  off  if  we  had 
not  given  favourable  terms  to  the  offi- 
cers, and  for  which  the  directors  stood 
out.  They  insisted  on  the  matter  being 
put  in  the  Bill,  and  they  were  veiy 
strong  on  the  point,  and  1  oonld  not 
resist.  WeU,  all  I  have  to  say  as  to  the 
price  is  this — that  I  do  not  believe  better 
terms  could  be  made  with  the  Companiet. 
As  to  the  question  of  buying  them  by 
compulsion,  as  years  would  go  on  the 
price  would  increase.  If  jon  had 
bought  them  10  years  ago  you  would 
have  saved  enormously.  If  you  defer 
buying  them  for  five  or  10  years  yoa 
will  have  to  pay  more  than  now,  and 
you  must  take  that  into  consideratum, 
when  you  consider  the  sum  for  whidi 
they  have  agreed  to  sell  them.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  Committee,  when  they 
come  to  investigate  the  sum,  will  find 
that  the  price  is  fair  and  reasonable;  at 
all  events,  they  will  find  that  the  BiH, 
which  we  place  before  the  ooontiy,  is 
one  which  forms  an  honest  endeaToor  to 
settle  this  question,  and  which  will,  in 
the  long  run^  tend  greatly  to  benefit  the 
Metropolis.  But  now  I  come  to  another 
matter,  about  which  the  House  will  be 
anxious  to  know  something — I  mean  the 
composition  of  the  Water  Trust  iXML 
We  had  no  Corporation  before,  as  I  stated, 
ready  to  take.  I  do  not  think — the 
House,  I  believe,  does  not  think — ^thift 
it  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment, that  it  should  be  a  Depait- 
ment  of  the  State.  Therefore,  we  pro- 
posed that  the  trust  shall  be  placed  in 
the    hands  of  a  Water  Tnist ;    and  I 
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think  everyone  will  agree,  as  a  starting 
point,  that  it  is  essential  that  the  Water 
Trust  should  command  the  confidence  of 
the  Metropolis.  I  propose  that  there 
should  be  three  paid  members — namely, 
first,  the  chairman,  who  would  receive 
a  salary  of  £2.000  a-year,  and  the  vice- 
cliairmen — one  for  works,  and  the  other 
for  finance — each  receiving  a  salary  of 
£1,800  a-year.  The  first  chairman  and 
one  vice-chairman  would  be  appointed 
by  the  Government,  and  the  names  will 
be  placed  in  the  Bill.  I  think  that 
would  be  satisfactory  to  the  House,  and 
all  I  can  say  is,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind, 
that  no  Party  considerations  will  enter 
into  the  question.  The  three  appoint- 
ments— the  chairman  and  the  two  vice- 
chairmen — should  be  appointed  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  Crown ;  and  upon  any 
vacancy  we  hope  that  the  Trust  will  be 
so  consolidated  that  the  election  of  the 
vice-chairmen  would  be  left  to  the  Trust 
itself.  As  to  the  composition  of  the 
Board  itself,  we  have,  of  course,  placed 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Chairman  of 
the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  upon 
it  as  ex'offieio  members  of  the  Board. 
There  will  be  two  of  these  ex-officio 
members,  one  to  be  nominated  by  the 
liocal  Government  Board,  one  by  the 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Works.  There 
will  be  two  others  nominated  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Sewers,  and  one  by  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works.  Water 
consumers  are,  of  course,  very  much  in- 
terested, and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
House  would  be  willing  to  leave  this 
Trust  in  the  hands  of  a  small  nominated 
body ;  and  therefore  we  propose,  having 

fot  nine  mem  bers  in  that  way — in  the  way 
have  described — that  there  shall  be  1 2 
elected  members.  Now,  the  question 
comes  as  to  the  election,  who  are  to  elect, 
and  what  are  to  be  the  constituents.  I 
do  not  think  that  the  House  would  like, 
on  the  whole,  that  if  there  is  an  election, 
that  it  should  be  an  indirect  election.  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  satisfactory  that 
they  should  be  elected  simply  by  the 
Teetrymen.  I  think  we  had  better  go  to 
first  principles,  and,  if  there  is  to  be  an 
election,  let  it  be  direct.  The  question, 
then  is,  who  are  to  elect  ?  If  you  take 
the  vestries  themselves — that  is,  tlie  Dis- 
trict Boards — the  number  would  be  so 
large  that  they  would  be  a  Board  per- 
fectly unmanageable.  You  might  group 
them  together.  We  think  we  had  better 
follow  the  example  of  the  School  Boards, 


and  take  one  representative  each  from 
the  difiPerent  Metropolitan  Boards — one 
for  the  City  of  London,  one  for  Chelsea, 
one  for  Finsbury,  one  for  Hackney,  one 
for  Marylebone,  one  for  Lambeth,  one 
for  Southwark,  one  for  Tower  Hamlets,  one 
for  Westminster,  and  so  on,  making  10. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  thought 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  there 
would  be  12  elected  members. 

Mb.  ASSHETON  CROSS :  But  there 
are  other  persons  who  take  water  be- 
sides the  inhabitants  of  the  Metropolis, 
and  they  would  join  in  the  guarantee. 
There  is  a  large  population  outside  the 
Metropolitan  area  proper,  and  it  is  quite 
right  they  should  be  represented  on  this 
Board;  and,  therefore,  we  propose,  as 
water  consumers,  there  should  be  one 
member  representing  the  inhabitants  re- 
ferred to  North  of  the  Thames,  and  one 
for  the  South  of  the  Thames — that  is,  for 
the  out-districts.  Now,  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  has  got  his  12  members. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE :  What 
is  the  population  ? 

Mr.  ASSHETON  CROSS  :  I  have 
not  got  it  here.  Then  we  propose  that 
all  these  elected  members  should  hold 
their  seats  for  five  years,  when,  of  course, 
there  would  be  a  fresh  election. 

Mr.  COURTNEY:  The  nominated 
members — how  long  ? 

Mr.  ASSHETON  CROSS :  They  will 
hold  their  seats  at  the  pleasure  of  those 
who  nominate  them.  Having  thus  made 
clear  what  is  the  Water  Trust,  I  should 
like  to  read  a  passage  as  to  the  powers 
and  object  of  the  Trust.  The  objects  of 
the  Trust  are  to  supply  pure  and  whole- 
some water  for  drinking  and  other  pur- 
poses— other  domestic  purposes  ;  for 
watering  of  the  streets,  for  extinguish- 
ing of  fires,  and  other  public  purposes ; 
also,  for  manufacturing  and  other  gene- 
ral purposes;  and  the  maintenance,  as  far 
as  is  possible,  of  a  constant  supply  in  the 
mains,  under  such  pressure  as  would 
efi*ectually  provide  for  high  services.  The 
price  of  the  water  will  be  reduced  as  cir- 
cumstances permit.  As  to  the  date  of 
the  purchase,  I  think  it  necessary  to  say 
a  word  or  two.  Wo  propose  that  tho 
sale  should  be  the  1st  of  July  next ;  but, 
as  I  have  said  before,  practically  ever 
since  the  1st  of  January  tne  Water  Com- 
panies will  be  acting  as  our  Trustees.  We 
have  the  power  of  a  continuous  Audit, 
and  they  are  simply  the  Trustees,  who 
are  to  pay  themselves  a  certain  amount 
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of  dividond  on  the  30tli  of  July,  and 
keep  the  supply  in  proper  working 
order.  It  is  provided  that,  as  the  Trust 
would  not  come  into  operation  the 
moment  the  Bill  passed,  the  Companies 
should  continue  to  carry  on,  free  of  any 
extraordinary  expense,  the  business  until 
the  Ist  October,  by  which  time  we  hope 
that  the  Water  Trust  will  be  able  to  per- 
form their  duties,  and  then  the  Water 
Companies  will  be  practically  extinct. 
There  is  a  clause  in  the  Bill  providing 
that  there  shall  be  a  Sinking  Fund  for 
the  extinction  of  the  debt.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve I  need  go  into  details.  We  pro- 
pose that  a  certain  sum  should  be  laid 
aside  by  Parliament.  Now,  I  think  I 
have  explained,  as  far  as  possible,  and  as 
fully  as  necessary  for  present  purposes, 
the  objects  of  this  Bill.  As  I  said  at  the 
beginning,  it  is  the  best  bargain  pos- 
sible for  us  to  make.  I  do  not  see  that 
we  could  make  a  better.  It  is,  at  all 
events,  as  good  a  bargain  as  we  could 
make ;  and  I  must  bear  testimony  to  the 
way  in  which  Mr.  Smith  has  carried  for- 
ward the  negotiations.  I  believe  he  has 
done  everything  in  his  power  to  induce 
the  Companies  to  take  as  little  as  pos- 
sible. I  now  ask  leave  of  the  House  to 
introduce  the  Bill,  and  to  take  the  first 
reading.  If  there  is  any  question,  that 
can  be  answered  on  the  second  reading. 
I  shall  propose  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a 
Hybrid  Committee,  and  the  question 
they  will  have  to  ask  themselves  is  it 
such  a  bargain  as  they  can  approve. 
You  cannot  say  to  the  Companies  you 
agreed  to  take  this,  and  we  will  force  you 
to  take  this.  I  believe  we  have  made 
the  best  bargain  possible,  or  that  can  be 
made.  I  believe  it  will  prove  beneficial 
to  the  Metropolis ;  and  1  can  say  this — it 
is  an  honest  endeavour,  on  the  part  of  my 
right  hon.. Friend  (Mr.  Sclater-Booth) 
and  myself,  to  present  to  Parliament  a 
measure  which  will  benefit  the  Metro- 
X>olis  of  the  Kingdom. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  leave  bo  ^vcn  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
muake  further  provision  for  the  supply  of  the 
Metropolis  and  the  adjoining  popiilous  places 
with  Water." — {Mr,  Secretary  Croat.) 

Mb.  FAWCETT  said,  he  was  anxious 
to  take  that  opportunity  of  acknowledg- 
ing the  promptitude  with  which  the 
Home  Secretary  had  redeemed  his  pro- 
mise given  last  Aufi^st  with  regard  to 
this  question ;  but  while  he  was  anxious 

J/r.  Assheton  Cro%% 


to  do  this  he  felt  he  would  bo  doing  a 
g^eat  injustice  to  the  Home  Secretarj, 
and,  still  more,  a  great  injustice  to  the 
extremely  important  question  which  be 
had  brought  forward  to  the  notice  of  tke 
House  that  evening,  if  he  said  a  single 
word  expressing  a  premature  opinion  on 
the  Bill  which  had  been  sketched  oat. 
He  had  learned  from  experience  that 
nothing  led  them  into  a  more  unfortu- 
nate position  than  to  express  an  opinion 
upon  a  Bill  which  they  had  not  seen— 
than  to  express  an  opinion  on  a  Bill 
which  had  merely  been  introduced.  And 
he  thought  that  in  this  case  it  would  be 
particularly  unfortunate  for  the  Hoode 
to  express  any  opinion  whatever  on 
the  proposal  until  it  had  seen  tlds 
Bill,  because  there  were  g^at  pecu- 
niary interests  at  stake;  and  if,  to- 
morrow, it  were  reported  that  this  Bill 
had  been  favourably  received  by  the 
House,  it  might  be  supposed  that  the 
House  would  pass  it,  and  speculative 
transactions  might  take  place.  It  was 
perfectly  obvious,  from  what  had  been 
said  by  the  Home  Secretary,  that  rerj 
important  questions  would  have  to  b« 
taken  into  account.  There  was  one  im- 
portant question  with  regard  to  the 
dividends  to  the  shareholders.  The 
greatness  of  the  issues  involved  in  the 
Bill  ought  to  warn  hon.  Members  from 
expressing  any  premature  opinion  with 
regard  to  it.  f'or  himself,  he  should 
simply  thank  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for 
the  prompt  manner  in  which  he  had  re* 
deemed  his  promise  of  last  Session ;  and 
whatever  might  be  the  ultimate  view 
taken  of  the  Bill,  whether  in  its  favour 
or  ap^ainst  it,  there  would  be  hut  one 
opinion  on  one  point — namely,  that  the 
object  of  the  Home  Secretary  was  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  people  df 
the  Metropolis. 

Sib  JAMES  M'GAEEL-HOGG  said, 
he  quite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hackney  that  it  was  not  advisable 
to  pass  any  opinion  on  the  Bill.  Ha 
thought  the  House  would  acknowledge 
that  a  very  careful  measure  had  been 
introduced  by  the  Home  Secretary,  and 
that  the  course  adopted  by  the  Qovem- 
ment  fully  justified  the  action  taken  bv 
the  Metropolitan  Board  in  dealing  with 
this  question  in.  1878.  He  was  sure  it 
was  the  desire  of  the  Government  to 
promote  a  wise  settlement  of  this  ques* 
tion.  All  he  could  say  for  himself  and 
his  Colleagues    was    that    they  would 
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give  tlioir  careful  considoration  to  this 
Bill, 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  said,  he 
agreed  with  the  Member  for  Hackney, 
and  in  the  few  words  ho  intended  say- 
ing he  should  not  go  into  any  details. 
He  had  always  been  strongly  in  favour 
of  the  purchase  of  the  water  under- 
takings of  the  Metropolis.  Beyond  that, 
he  would  not  go  reserving  for  the  future 
the  expression  of  his  opinions  on  the 
Bill. 

Mb.  chamberlain  said,  that  was 
a  matter  which,  no  doubt,  most  interested 
the  Metropolitan  Members,  and  ho  him- 
self was  somewhat  of  an  outsider ;  but 
that  was  a  subject  in  which  he  took  a 
deep  interest.  He  had  some  practical 
experience  already  in  this  matter,  having 
been  concerned  in  the  transfer  of  a  water 
undertaking  in  the  Provinces.  It  was  a 
considerable  satisfaction  to  him  that  the 
principles  laid  down  by  the  Home  Secre- 
tary were  precisely  identical  with  those 
which  guided  the  Corporation  of  Bir- 
mingham in  the  transfer  to  which  he 
had  referred.  So  far,  he  found  himself 
in  perfect  accord  with  the  Home  Secre- 
tary. In  a  matter  of  this  kind  every- 
thing depended  on  the  application  of  those 
principles.  The  cost  to  the  Metropolis 
was  necessarily  exceptional,  and  the  un- 
dertaking differed  from  any  Provincial 
undertaking.  After  listening  to  the 
Tery  interesting  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  he  could  see  that  the 
Metropolis  would  have  to  pay  dearly  for 
its  water.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  people  of  London  were  not  paying 
Tery  dearly  now.  They  would  have  to 
pay  more  for  their  water  undertaking 
than  Birmingham  had  to  pay.  He 
found  that  the  sum  paid  by  agreement 
for  the  purchase  of  the  whole  water 
sapply  for  Birmingham  was  something 
consiaerably  less  than  £3  per  head  of 
the  population.  Now,  if  the  whole 
Talue  of  this  property  should  amount  to 
something  like  £30,000,000,  the  amount 
on  the  population  would  come  to  some- 
thinfl^  like  £6  per  head  of  the  population. 
["Nb!"]  Now,  he  took  the  population  at 
something  less  than  6,000,000 ;  but,  put- 
ting it  beyond  that,  the  cost  would  be  £5 
per  head  as  compared  with  £3  in  Bir- 
mingham. In  Birmingham  they  entered 
upon  a  great  undertaking  in  perfect 
working  order.  The  supply  of  water 
was  admirable  in  quality  and  sufficient 
in    quantity.      They    had    a    constant 


supply,  and  no  considerable  increase 
had  proved  to  be  necessary.  The  reason 
for  undertaking  this  great  matter  in 
London  was  that  the  supply  was  inferior 
in  both  quality  and  quantity ;  and  the 
first  thing  the  Trust  would  turn  its  at- 
tention to  would  be  to  give  a  continuous 
supply  at  high  pressure.  It  appeared 
five  of  the  Companies  drew  their  water 
from  the  Thames,  and  new  sources  of 
supply  must  be  sought  at  a  very  large 
increase  of  outlay.  This  would  be  a 
gigantic  undertaking,  and  the  result 
would  be  that  the  Metropolis  would  have 
to  pay  much  more  for  its  water  than  they 
in  the  country  were  obliged  to  pay  for  it. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  saw  the  immense 
advantage  which  might  be  derived  from 
the  unification  of  these  various  under- 
takingSy  and  he  did  not  doubt  that  a 
great  saving  would  be  made.  He  wished 
every  success  to  the  scheme,  and  he 
trusted  it  would  prove  a  success. 

Sib  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  said,  that 
his  impression  was  that  the  population 
of  the  Metropolis  in  1871  numbered 
3,200,000,  and  that  it  was  at  this  time 
more  than  4,000,000.  He  hoped  that  a 
Return  upon  this  subject  would  be  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 

Mk.  ASSHETON  CROSS:  I  am 
ready  to  admit  that  it  is  unwise,  as,  in- 
deed, it  would  bo  impossible,  to  discuss 
the  scheme  at  the  present  moment.  I 
desire  to  remind  the  hon.  Member  for 
Birmingham,  however,  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  that  town  were  wiser  in  their 
generation  than  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Metropolis,  because  they  restricted  their 
dividends  to  8  and  9  per  cent,  which 
rendered  the  future  purchase  more  easy. 
I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  purity  of  the 
water,  and  that  it  was  obtained  at  a  com- 
paratively small  cost.  Although  the 
population  of  Birmingham  has  enor- 
mously increased  during  the  last  five  or 
six  years,  the  inhabitants,  at  the  present 
moment,  are  not  using  as  much  water  as 
they  used  before  they  had  a  constant 
suDply.  I  have  only  to  add  that  the  Bill 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members 
to-morrow  morning,  and  to  ask  leave  to 
introduce  it. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFE\TIE :  Will  this 
Stock  be  a  Trustee  Stock  ? 

Mr.  ASSHETON  CROSS :  Yes. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  oi'dered  to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Cross  and  Mr.  Sclatfr-IJooth. 

hUXpretentcd^  and  read  th*^  fir^l  timo    [  Bill  97.] 
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ORDER     OF    THE    DAY. 


HYPOTHEC  ABOLITION    (SCOTLAND) 

BILL— [Bill  34.] 
[Mr.  Agnew,  Mr.  Baillie  Hamilton,  Sir  George 

Douglas.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Mb.  vans  agnew  said,  that  when 
he  named  that  day  for  going  into  Com- 
mittee, it  was  not  with  the  intention  of 
making  any  Progress  so  soon  after  the 
second  reading.  There  were  certain 
alterations  proposed  to  be  made  in  the 
Bill,  with  regard  to  which  he  had  been 
in  communication  with  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate, the  hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire, 
and  other  Members  interested  in  the 
subject.  He  had  every  reason  to  beliisve 
that  the  terms  proposed  to  be  introduced 
would  be  agreea  upon  in  the  course  of 
the  week ;  and,  if  the  House  would  allow 
him,  he  proposed  that  the  Bill  should  go 
into  Committee  j9ro/ormd. 

Bill  eonetdered  in  Committee. 
House  reiumed. 

Committee    report  Prog^ress;    to    sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 


HOUSE    OF     COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  Srd  March,  1880. 


MCNUTES.l  — Public  Bills— OnfofW—/7r«< 
Reading — Irifili  Church  Act  (1869)  Amend- 
mont  |l00]  ;  Census  (Ireland)  ^  [101]. 

Second  Reading  —  Ulster  Tenant  Right  [S]; 
Bogistration  of  Voters  (Ireland)  ^  [bi]  :  RomI 
Debts  ou  Entailed  Estates  (Scotland)  [95] ; 
Blind  and  Deaf. Mute  Childzen  ^  [41]. 

Committee — Report — Beer  Dealers*  Betail  li- 
cences ♦  [65]. 


ORDERS    OF    TRB    DAT. 

PRIVILEGE  —  (TOWER     HIGH    LEVEL 
BRIDGE  (METROPOLIS)  COMMITTEE}. 

Order  read,  for  Attendance  in  custody 
of  Charles  Edmund  Griasell ; 

The  Serjeant  at  Arms  brouglit  Ghailei 
Edmund  Orissell  to  the  Bar  of  the 
House : — Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  ad- 
dressed the  prisoner  as  followeth : — 

Charles  Edmund  Orissell ;  your  con- 
duct last  Session  in  conneotion  with  ths 


VALUATION   (metropolis)   ACT   (1869) 

AMENDMENT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Hbnrt  Sblwin'-Ibbetson, 
Bill  to  amond  "  The  Yalaation  (Metropolis)  Act, 
1869,"  ordered  to  be  brouglit  in  by  Sir  Henry 
Sblwix-Ibbbtson  and  Mr.  Cuaxcbllob  of  the 

EXCHBQUBB. 

"^^Upreeentedy  and  road  the  first  time.  [Bill  98.] 

EAST  INDIA  LOAN   (EAST  INDIAN  RAILWAY 
DEBENTURES)   BILL. 

Resolution  [March  1]  reported^  and  agreed  to  : 
— Bill  ordered  to  bo  brought  in  by  ^Ir.  Edwaud 
Stanhopb  and  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. 

^iML presented f  and  road  the  first  time.  [Bill  99.] 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
after  One  o'clock. 


inquiry  before  a  Committee  on  a 

Bill  was  the  subject  of  patient  inqoiiy 
by  a  Select  Oommittee  of  this  HonsSp 
which  Committee  came  to  the  following 

conclusion : — 

"  Your  Committee  are  mumimonBlY  of  opiaioc 
that  Mr.  Charles  Edmund  GMflsell,  in  ■iiliin 
that  he  could  control  the  deciaioos  of  tht 
Committee  on  the  Tower  High  Lerel  Bridce 
(Metropolis)  Bill,  and  in  the  offer  that  he  wm 
to  do  so,  was  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  Pkiri- 
legos  of  the  House. 

Thereupon  an  Order  was  made  by  tliii 
House  for  your  attendance  before  this 
House.  That  Order  was  dieobeyed. 
Again  you  evaded  the  Warrant  issued 
for  your  apprehension  by  proceeding 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  this  HonsA, 
and  two  days  before  the  prorogation  ol 
Parliament  you  returned  to  this  Oonntiy 
and  placed  yourself  within  reach  of  my 
Warrant.  You  were  taken  into  custody 
just  before  the  prorogation,  and  on  the 
prorogation  of  Parliament  you  were 
discharged. 

This  House  has  now  been  in  floiiinii 
for  nearly  four  weeks,  and  you  hare  de* 
layed  until  yesterday,  when  public 
notice  had  been  taken  of  your  oonduci, 
to  make  your  submission.     This  Honae, 
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noverthelesa,  is  willing  to  hear  any  ex-  ] 
plonstion  whioh  you  may  think  proper 
to  offer  to  it,  with  respect  to  your  con- 
daot. 

Mr.  Oriuell :  Sir,  1  feel  deeply  grate- 
ful to  this  most  honourable  House  for 
giving  me  an  opportunity  of  pereon- 
ally  expressing  my  sincere  and  deep 
regret  for  the  grave  offence  of  which  I' ' 
was  adjudged  guilty,  which  I  now 
deeply  deplore,  of  which  I  now  plead 

{[uitty,  ana  for  which  I  now  beg  to  be  sl- 
owed to  tender  my  most  humble  apology. 
X  beg  humbly  to  be  allowed  to  add  that 
my  Miling  to  present  a  Petition  at  the 
opening  of  the  Session  was  not  owing 
to  any  intentional  disrespect  to  this 
honourable  House,  but  because  of  a 
paraffraph  which  appeared  in  Tk«  Timet 
wbioE  made  my  friends  tbiuk  that  this 
honourable  House  did  not  wish  that  its 
business  should  be  impeded  by  so  insig- 
uificant  and  humble  an  individual  as 
myself.  I  humbly  throw  myself  on  the 
merciful  consideration  of  this  honour- 
able House,  and  beg  to  offer  my  most 
complete  submission  for  my  grave  of- 
fence. 

Hk.  SPEAKER:  Unless  this  House 
has  any  desire  that  the  prisoner  at  the 
Bar  should  be  examined,  he  will  now 
withdraw,  in  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms,  while  his  conduct  becouiee  sub- 
ject to  the  consideratiou  of  the  House. 
Is  it  your  pleasure  that  Charles  Edmund 
GrisseU  do  withdraw  ?  [Criw  o/"  Hear, 
hear!"]  The  Serjeant  at  Arms  will 
withdraw  with  the  prisoner  at  the  Bar. 
The  CHANOELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB:  Sir,  I  apprehend  that  the  courE£ 
which  it  will  he  most  appropriate  to  take 
in  the  matter  of  Charles  Edmund  Qris- 
eell  will  be  to  order  that  he  be  committed 
to  Her  Majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate  for 
the  offence  of  which  he  has  been  found 
eni]^.  The  House  is  aware  that  there 
IS  tluB  difference  between  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House  of  Commons  and  those' 
of  the  other  House  of  Parliament— that 
the  other  House  has  power  to  commit  eri 
offender  for  a  definite  period  ;  but  thi;: 
is  not  the  practice  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. We  have,  however,  if  we  desire 
to  commit  an  offender,  power  to  do  so, 
and  that  commitment  remains  in  forcf' 
ontil  either  the  House  is  prorogued,  or 
DOtil  some  Motion  is  made  for  releasing 
the  prisoner  from  pustody.  Wo  have, 
therefore,  only  to  consider — first,  whc- 
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frhet  Kr.  Grissell  should  be  committed  at 
iill;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  should  be 
liommitted  to  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  Arms  or  to  the  gaol  of  Newgate.  At 
the  close  of  last  Session,  when  he  came 
before  the  House  on  the  day  before  Par- 
liament was  prorogued,  he  was  com- 
mitted to  Newgate ;  and  I  apprehend 
that  will  be  the  course  for  us  to  follow. 
[  therefore  n 


"That  Charlos  Edmand  GrisscU,  having 
ovadtd  punishment  for  his  offence  against  tho 
Privilcgua  of  this  House,  until  thu  close  of  last 
^oBaiuD,  be  committed  to  Her  Uajeaty's  Gaol  of 
Newgate,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  hia 
Warrants  accordingly." 

M8.  W.  E.  FOESTEE:  I  beg  to 
second  that  Motion.  We  should  have 
been  glad  if  we  had  not  felt  it  necessary. 
I  think  this  is  one  of  those  cases  in  which 
the  House  would  always  wish  to  err  on 
the  side  of  leniency  ;  partly  because  we 
do  not  wish  to  exercise  our  powers  of 
punishment,  and  partly  because  we  are 
not  anxious  to  assert  our  Privilege  unless 
it  should  be  absolutely  necessary.  We 
have  also  the  feeling  of  not  wiping  to 
exag^rate  the  importance  of  such  an 
act  as  has  been  committed.  But,  look- 
ing at  what  was  done  with  the  offender 
whose  offence  was,  so  far  as  we  can 
judge,  not  nearly  so  bad  as  that  of  this 
person,  and  looking  at  the  course  he  has 
adopted,  I  do  not  see  that  we  can  do 
otherwise  than  that  now  proposed.  I 
confess  that  what  was  said  by  my  right' 
hou.  Friend  the  Uember  for  the  Tfni- 
veraity  of  Cambridge  (Mr.  Spencer  Wal- 
pole)  did  not  make  the  case  stronger 
against  this  person  than  it  was  before. 
We  all  know  that  my  right  hon.  Friend 
would  put  it  as  leniently  as  possible ; 
but  I  think  there  has  been  no  suDmlssion 
sufficient  to  alloiv  him  to  escape  from 
punishment.  I  think  it  due  to  the  House 
to  stats  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
shown  me  the  Resolution  that  he  pro- 
posed yesterday,  and  that  I  fully  con- 
curred in  it ;  but  I  must  take  blame  to 
myself  for  being  under  some  misappre- 
hension in  this  matter.  I  thought  we 
should  still  have  boen  able,  if  thatBeso- 
lution  had  been  passed  in  its  original 
form,  to  take  what  steps  might  seem 
adviuable.  I  need  not  dwell,  however, 
on  that  question,  and  I  now  beg  to  second 
the  Motion. 

Motion  agreed  to. 
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Orderedy  that  Charles  Edmund  Grisaell,  hav- 
ing ovadod  punishment  for  his  oifences  against 
the  Privileges  of  this  House,  until  the  close  of 
the  last  Session,  be  committed  to  Her  Majesty's 
Gaol  of  Newgate,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue 
his  Warrants  accordingly. — {Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.) 

ULSTER  TENANT  RIGHT  BILL. 
{Mr.  Macartney^  Mr.  Charles  Lewis.) 

[bUjL   8.]       SECOND   READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  road. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY,  in  rising  to  move 
that  the  Bill  be  now  road  a  second  time, 
said,  it  did  not  attempt  to  deal  with  the 
whole  of  the  customs  of  Ulster,  because 
the  wish  of  its  promoters  had  not  been  to 
introduce  a  measure  which  would  cause 
a  great  deal  of  discussion  in  the  House, 
but  a  measure  which  would  have  a  fair 
prospect  of  passing  into  law  during  the 
present  Session.  When  the  Bill  of  last 
year  was  before  the  House  an  objection 
was  raised  by  the  Attorney  G-eneral  for 
Ireland  that  the  words  used  in  the  Pre- 
amble were  "the  customs  of  Ulster,'* 
and  not  the  words  used  in  the  Act  of 
1870  —  namely,  **The  usages  known 
under  the  denomination  of  the  Ulster 
tenant  right.''  He  had  taken  care  to 
remedy  that  defect  in  the  Bill  he  now 
asked  the  House  to  real  a  second  time. 
The  1st  clause  of  the  Bill  proposed  to 
enact  that,  instead  of  requiring,  as  at 
present,  that  a  tenant  who  wished  or  was 
obliged  to  quit  his  farm  should  go  to  the 
County  Court  to  have  it  decided  whether 
the  tenant  right  existed  upon  the  estate 
or  not,  the  presumption  of  the  existence 
of  the  right  should  be  in  his  favour ;  and 
there  was  no  unfairness  in  such  a  pro- 
vision, because  the  usages  of  Ulster  were 
prevalent  through  the  whole  of  the  Pro- 
vince. In  the  Act  passed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  compensation  to  tenants 
m  England  for  improvements  made  by 
them  that  principle  was  adopted,  the 
onus  prohandi  being  thrown  upon  the 
landlord,  and  not  upon  the  tenant.  The 
clause  provided  that  in  Ireland,  whenever 
a  compensation  claim  arose  in  that  part  of 
the  country  where  the  Ulster  custom  pre- 
vailed, it  should  be  presumed  that  it  ex- 
isted upon  the  particular  estate  on  which 
thp  claim  was  made,  and  the  landowner 
would  be  put  to  the  proof  that  the  ten- 
ant right  did  not  exist,  or  that  it  had 
been  purchased  by  him  or  by  one  of  his 
predecessors.  He  thought  that  clause 
would  be  generally  acknowledged  to  be 


only  fair.  He  would  not  dwell  longer 
upon  the  Ist  clause,  because  he  though: 
it  was  based  on  justice,  and  he  hardlr 
thought  that  any  hoa.  Gentleman  would 
offer  any  opposition  to  it.  The  Sad 
clause  was  one  which  he  believed  would 
not  be  quite  so  acceptable  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers as  the  1st.  In  Ireland  there  was 
a  usage  of  Ulster  which  was  not  only 
consistent  with  the  riehts  of  the  land- 
lord, but  also  with  the  rights  of  the 
tenant — ^namely,  that  if  the  landlord 
gave  notice  to  quit  he  mast  g;ive  com- 
pensation to  the  tenant.  This  rule  had 
the  sanction  of  long  and  immemorial 
usage,  and  it  was  well  known.  One  of 
the  first  customs  of  Ulster  was  that  of 
requiring  the  tenant,  when  he  wished  to 
part  with  his  holding,  or  when  he  was 
anxious  to  sell,  to  give  notice  to  the 
landlord  or  his  agent,  and  obtain  per- 
mission to  do,  and  also  to  obtain  the 
sanction  of  the  proprietor  before  the  pur- 
chase money  was  paid  and  the  farm 
handed  over.  It  was  part  of  the  onstom 
that  arrears  of  rent  should  be  paid  out 
of  the  purchase  money,  and  wat  the 
next  neighbouring  tenant  should  have 
the  preference  over  all  other  persons  in 
the  purchase.  If  no  next  neighboniing 
tenant  was  willing  to  purchase  the  farm 
it  was  offered  to  some  other  tenant  on  the 
estate,  and  it  was  only  when  no  tenaat 
on  the  estate  was  willing  *to  purchase  that 
the  farm  was  allowed  to  go  to  a  stranger. 
He  did  not  say  that  this  rule  was  fol- 
lowed upon  every  estate ;  but  it  was  fol- 
lowed upon  a  good  many.  There  were 
many  such  usages  in  existence ;  bnt  tibe 
one  to  which  the  2nd  clause  applied  was 
one  which  was  not,  strictly  speaking,  a 
usage.  It  was  unknown  on  almost  any 
estate  in  the  North  of  Ireland  till  after 
the  passing  of  the  Poor  Law  Act  of  1888. 
That  Act  enacted  that  occupiers  of  small 
holdings  which  were  rated  at  and  nnda" 
£4  a-year  should  not  themselves  paj  the 
i)oor  rates,  but  that  the  poor  rates  shoold 
be  levied  upon  the  landlords.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  alteration  of  the  law  with 
regard  to  the  right  to  vote  at  eleotions, 
the  landlords  found  it  more  ag^reeaUe  to 
themselves,  instead  of  having  veiy  small 
holdings,  to  consolidate  the  farms,  and 
a  number  of  tenants  were  allowed  to 
sell,  and  he  was  sorry  to  say  some  of 
them  were  ejected.  The  oonsequence 
wasy  that  leases  became  very  much  mors 
numerous  than  they  were  before,  nod 
small    holdings    fetched    exceptionally 
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high  prices.  For  small  holdings  of  five 
or  six  acres  there  would  be  15  or  16 
persons  attempting  to  obtain  them, 
whereas  for  holdings  of  50  or  60  acres 
there  would  only  be  two  or  three  appli- 
cants. The  consequence  was,  that  the 
small  holdings  ran  up  to  a  very  high 
figure,  and  the  result  of  this  was,  that 
the  price,  beyond  which  no  person 
should  g^,  was  fixed  at  the  estate  offices. 
That  was  the  reason  of  the  rule  to  which 
his  clause  referred.  He  did  not  moan 
to  assert  that  the  prices  fixed  invariably 
represented  the  real  value  of  the  tenant 
right ;  but  it  placed  a  certainty  on  the 
amount  to  be  given  by  the  incoming 
tenant/  Therefore,  in  that  view,  the 
rule  was  not  at  all  an  objectionable  one. 
But  there  were  instances  in  places  where 
the  tenant  right  custom  prevailed  of  the 
arbitrary  rule  which  limited  the  amount 
to  be  paid,  and  if  no  compensation  was 
given  to  tenants  selling  gross  injustice 
would  be  committed,  though,  of  course, 
no  injustice  would  be  done  to  the  pur- 
chaung  tenant.  Although  the  rule  existed 
that  the  tenant  should  not  pay  more 
than  a  certain  price,  that  rule  was  in 
many  cases  evaded,  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  prices  being  paid  behind 
the  back  of  the  landlord,  though  it  was 
perfectly  well  known  to  the  landowner 
and  the  agent  that  the  transaction  took 
place.  He  asked  whether,  if  such  a 
thing  occurred  to  a  tenant,  though  the 
role  provided  that  he  should  only  pay 
£5,  to  pay  £15  or  £20,  it  would  be  a 
fair  and  proper  transaction  that  only  the 
fixed  price  should  be  paid  ?  This  rule 
had  been  the  cause  of  many  heart-burn- 
ings, and  very  g^reat  dissatisfaction  in 
many  counties  in  Ireland ;  and  he  was 
anxious,  in  the  interests  both  of  the 
landlords  and  the  tenants,  to  see  it 
changed.  He  knew  it  was  said  that  un- 
limited tenant  right  was  of  great  value, 
and  that  it  deprived  the  landlord  of  one 
of  his  rights.  It  was  said  it  unfairly 
increased  the  value  of  the  holding  of  the 
tenant,  and  the  extra  money  which  was 
p;iven  to  the  tenant  on  selling  his  hold- 
ug  came  out  of  the  x>ocket  of  the  land- 
lord; but  experience  proved  that  that 
was  not  the  case  in  the  counties  in  Ire- 
land where  tenant  right  was  most 
broadiv  carried  out — namely,  the  coun- 
ties of  Down,  Antrim,  Armagli,  Dorry, 
and  Tyrone..  In  the  counties  whore 
tenant  right  was  most  generally  adopted 
the  greatest   prosperity  provuilod,  the 


tenantry  were  the  most  comfortable,  the 
farms  wore  the  best  cultivated,  and  the 
landlords,  if  thoy  desired  it,  obtained 
greater  prices  for  their  farms  than  could 
be  obtained  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland. 
Therefore,  the  argument  he  had  referred 
to  could  not  be  called  a  fair  one,  and  it 
could  not  be  said  that  tenant  right  pre- 
vented a  re-adjustment  of  rents,  if  de- 
sired. Under  the  tenant  right  of  Ulster, 
rents  were  revised  about  the  period 
when  leases  fell  in.  He  thought  this 
rule  ought  to  be  altered,  and  it  certainly 
would  not  do  the  slightest  harm  to  any 
landowner  in  Ireland  if  the  2nd  clause 
of  this  Bill  were  passed.  The  3rd  clause 
was  intended  to  remedy  an  evil  which  he 
believed  everyone  would  think  ought  not 
to  occur.  Owing  to  some  omission  or 
want  of  forethought,  it  was  not  provided 
in  the  Act  which  was  passed  in  1870 
that  tenant  rio^ht  should  exist  on  the 
cessation  of  a  lease.  It  appeared  to  be 
only  just  that  the  leaseholders  should  not 
be  in  a  worse  position  than  the  tenants- 
at-will,  or  tenants  from  year  to  year.  It 
would  surprise  an  Englishman,  he  knew, 
to  hear  such  a  doctrine  put  forward  as 
that  a  tenant,  on  the  cessation  of  a  lease, 
should  get  compensation  if  he  was  put 
out  of  his  holding ;  and  he  might  be 
asked — **  Is  there  not  a  clause  of  sur- 
render in  the  leases?"  There  was  a 
clause  of  surrender ;  but  he  believed,  in 
the  old  copyhold  customs  of  England,  a 
copyholder  got  compensation  if  he  was 
turned  out,  and  such  was  also  the  cus- 
tom of  Ulster.  A  great  deal  of  evidence 
was  taken  on  this  subject  before  the 
Select  Committee  which  inquired  into 
the  Tenant  Bight  Question.  Many  wit- 
nesses were  examined,  who  came  from 
various  parts  of  the  North  of  Ireland. 
If  the  House  would  permit  him,  he 
would  read  a  few  extracts  from  that  evi- 
dence which  were  published  in  a  small 
volume  by  Mr.  Donnell,  which  was  a 
most  elaborate  and  thorough-going  book 
on  tenant  right.  Mr.  John  Stewart  said 
that  the  rents  were  adjusted  when  the 
leases  fell  in.  Mr.  Atkinson,  of  County 
Down,  was  asked  how  far  he  thought 
tenant  right  affected  the  value  of  hold- 
ings ?  and  that  gentleman  said — 

*'  I  do  not  think  they  are  at  all  affected 
bv  it ;  wo  get  as  much  with  a  lease  as  with- 
out." 

Similar  evidence  was  given  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  the  County  Armagh.  Mr. 
John  Andrews,  agent  for  Lord  London- 
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derry's  estates,  County  Down,  was  asked 
if  there  was  any  difiPerence  between  those 
who  had  leases  and  those  who  had  not  ? 
and  that  gentleman  replied — 

"Not  a  bit;  there  is  just  as  much  confidence 
as  there  is  under  tenant  right.  I  do  not  think 
it  makes  much  difference,  in  the  sale  of  the 
tenant  right,  whether  there  is  a  lease  or  not." 

He  did  not  think  there  could  be  stronger 
proof  in  favour  of  tenant  right  than 
that.  There  had  been  a  discussion  in 
that  House  lately  on  a  proposal  for 
establishing  a  similar  law  for  Scotland, 
and  it  appeared  that  the  landlords  in 
Ireland  did  not  care  about  the  Law  of 
Distress,  because  they  were  secured  by 
tenant  right.  If  a  tenant  fell  into  ar- 
rears, and  did  not  pay  his  rent,  then, 
under  tenant  right,  the  landlord  could 
get  the  rent  from  the  incoming  tenant 
before  the  farm  was  handed  over.  He 
hoped  this  Bill  would  obtain  a  second 
reading.  It  was  looked  forward  to  with 
g^eat  anxiety  by  the  tenantry  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  who  were  anxious  to 
have  this  matter  settled.  It  might  be 
said — "Oh,  the  Courts  of  Law  will 
settle  it ;  "  but  the  Irish  people  did  not 
like  to  go  into  Courts  of  Law,  because  it 
caused  dissension  and  difficulty  between 
the  landlord  and  tenant.  He  thought  that 
all  this  ought  to  be  avoided,  especially 
in  Ireland,  where  at  the  present  time  a 
crusade  had  been  started  against  the  land- 
lords, which  was  carried  on  by  gentlemen 
who  inscribed  on  their  flags  principles  of 
a  very  extraordinary  character.  It  had 
been  foretold  lately  in  that  House  that  the 
next  Parliament  would  return  Members 
who  would  vote  for  hanging  half  the 
landlords  and  abolishing  the  House  of 
Peers,  and  he  believed  that  the  Gentle- 
man who  made  that  extraordinary  pro- 
phecy would  be  one  of  the  first  to  vote 
for  carrying  it  out.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  give  a  second  reading  to 
the  Bill. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (^Mr.  Macartney.) 

Mr.  T.  a.  DICKSON  said,  that  though 
Notice  of  opposition  had  been  given  to 
the  Bill  which  the  hon.  Member  brought 
in  last  year,  no  Notice  of  opposition  ap- 
peared on  the  Paper  agcunst  the  present 
Bill.  It  was  opposed  last  year  on  the 
ground  that  the  Bill  proposed  a  legaliza- 
tion of  theft ;  but  no  opposition  appear- 
ing on  the  Paper,  he  assumed  that  the 

Mr.  Macartney 


opponents  of  last  yearns  Bill  were  going 
to  allow  this  measure  to  pass.  As  he  lis- 
tened to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Tyrone,  he  could  not  help  asking 
himself  whether  this  was  all  that  the 
Conservative  Members  for  Ulster  had  to 
place  before  the  tenant  farmers  of  that 
Province  ?  Was  this  the  redemption  of 
the  promises  so  profusely  made  by  them 
in  1874  ?  Was  it  possible  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  his  own  county,  who  was 
returned  to  the  House  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  on  the  simple  question  of 
tenant  right,  instead  of  taking  back  to 
the  electors  a  substantial  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment providing  some  redress  for  their 
grievances,  would  have  nothing  to  offer 
them  but  this  miserable  Bill  ?  His  be- 
lief was  that  the  hon.  Member  would  be 
unable  to  obtain  from  his  Friends  a  suffi- 
cient amount  of  support  to  enable  the 
measure  to  pass  the  second  reading.  At 
the  same  time,  he  must  appeal  to  the 
Government  on  behalf  of  their  sup- 
porters from  Ulster  to  allow  the  measure 
to  be  read  a  second  time.  It  was  so 
slightly  Communistic  that  the  name  even 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  might 
have  appeared  on  the  back  of  it,  and 
he  need  not  say  that  if  that  had  been 
done  it  would  have  fiUed  the  farmers  of 
Ulster  with  confidence.  The  Toriei 
hitherto  had  done  nothing  in  this  matter, 
though  he  must  not  omit  to  mention  that 
a  Bill  had  been  introduced  by  the  hon. 
Members  for  Down  and  Downpatrick, 
and  had  passed  all  its  stag^  in  that 
House,  though  it  had  been  strangled 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  dealinff'  with 
the  question  of  tenant  right  at  &e  ex- 
piration of  leases.  The  Bill  now  before 
the  House  was  remarkable,  not  so  much 
for  what  it  contained  as  for  what  it 
passed  over.  In  Ireland,  at  the  present 
time,  the  most  pressing  question  was  se- 
curity of  tenure — to  put  it  more  strongly, 
continuous  occupancy,  or,  to  nse  a  Teiy 
strong  word,  fixity  of  tenure.  Thii 
Bill  contained  no  provision  wbatevsr 
to  remedy  this  great  want.  It  con- 
tained no  provision  whatever  against 
the  arbitrary  raising  of  rents,  and  there 
was  no  word  in  it  about  extending  the 
operation  of  the  ''  Bright  Glauses  "  of 
the  Land  Act.  The  Irish  people  aad 
the  Irish  tenant  farmers  were  often 
taunted  with  being  thriftless ;  but  how 
could  there  be  thrift  where  there  was  no 
security  and  no  inducement  for  the  in- 
vestment of  capital  ?    [The  hon.  Member 
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proceeded  to  read  to  the  House  the  opi- 
nions expressed  on  this  subject  by  Mr. 
Francis  Shepherd,  a  tenant  farmer  in 
the  County  Down,  as  expressed  in  The 
Spectator  in  December  last,  and  added 
that  there  was  no  one  who  so  unceas- 
inelj  misrepresented  Irish  feeling  in 
this  matter  as  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland.]  From  a  political  point  of  view 
he  did  not  find  fault  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  intemperate  speeches,  be- 
cause every  speech  he  had  made  during 
the  last  two  months  would  lose  his  Party 
a  seat  in  Ulster.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman appeared  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
fact  that  rents  in  Ireland  were  mainly 
the  consequence  of  tenants'  improve- 
ments in  the  soil ;  and  he  had  never,  in 
that  House  or  out  of  it,  manifested  the 
alightest  sympathy  with  the  agricultural 
classes.  So  long  as  proprietary  rights 
were  respected,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  care  a  straw  for  the  tenants. 
He  placed  the  interests  of  a  few  thou- 
sand landlords  in  Ireland  above  the  in- 
terests of  2,000,000  or  3,000,000  people 
who  lived  by  agriculture,  and  who  were 
at  present  exposed  to  hardships  and 
poverty.  He  (Mr.  Dickson)  must  repu- 
diate the  assertion  so  often  made  that 
tenant  right  meant  landlord's  wrong. 
The  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Macartney)  him- 
self had  proved  that  wherever  tenant- 
right  existed  there  the  landlord's  rent 
was  safe  and  paid  punctually.  As  far 
as  he  (Mr.  Dickson)  understood  the 
wishes  of  the  tenants,  all  they  wanted 
was  that  the  property  created  by  their 
own  toil  and  labour,  and  expenditure  of 
their  little  capital,  should  be  as  safe 
against  confiscation  as  that  of  the  land- 
lords. The  main  question  at  the  General 
Election  would  not  be  the  foreign  policy 
of  the  Government,  but  the  Land  Ques- 
tion ;  and  he  held  that  House  would  not 
much  longer  be  able  to  resist  the  de- 
mand now  being  made,  alike  in  the 
North  and  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Land  Laws. 
What  they  wanted  was  security  of  te- 
nure, and  the  question  must  bo  dealt 
with  on  a  broad  basis,  and  not  by  a 
miserable  Bill  like  this,  which  only 
touched  the  fringe  of  the  question,  and 
which,  after  all,  embodied  a  soltish  policy 
confined  to  the  Province  of  Ulster.  Ho 
would  support  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill,  because  it  contained  nn  instalment 
of  what  was  required  by  Ireland ;  but 
he  hoped  that  when  the  hon.  Member 


(Mr.  Macartney)  shortly  faced  the  elec- 
tors of  his  county  he  would  have  the 
courage  to  toll  them  that,  after  seven 
years'  experience,  he  found  that  a  Con- 
servative Government  would  never  ac- 
cept a  measure  of  Land  Law  reform  which 
was  worthy  the  paper  on  which  it  was 
printed. 

The  Marquess  of  HAMILTON  said, 
he  was  sorry,  judging  from  the  empti- 
ness of  the  Benches  round  him,  that  this 
important  question  did  not  receive  that 
attention  from  the  House  which  it  de- 
served. He  had  no  intention  of  making 
an  electioneering  speech  on  this  occasion. 
Neither  was  he  prepared  to  call  the  Bill 
for  which  he  was  going  to  vote  a  miser- 
able one,  following  the  example  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken ; 
but  he  would  say  a  few  words  upon  the 
clauses  of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  was  a 
short  one,  dealing  with  but  three  points, 
and  these  contained  in  three  clauses. 
The  1st  clause  assumed  the  existence 
of  tenant  right;  the  2nd  dealt  with 
the  estate  office  rule — that  was  the 
tenant  right  at  the  termination  of 
tenancy;  and  the  drd  clause  had  re- 
gard to  the  tenant  right  at  the  end  of 
the  lease.  With  regard  to  tenant  right 
in  Ulster,  though  some  hon.  Members 
might  not  agree  with  him,  it  must  con- 
tinue to  exist  as  it  had  existed  for 
many  years  past.  He  was  glad  to  hear, 
the  other  day,  the  Leader  of  the  Home 
Rule  Party  (Mr.  Shaw)  express  his  ap- 
proval of  the  condition  of  the  Ulster 
tenant  farmer,  owing  to  the  Ulster 
custom,  stating  that  the  prosperity  of 
the  North  of  Ireland,  in  contrast  to  the 
South  and  West,  was,  in  a  measure, 
owing  to  the  tenant  right  system.  In 
that  he  cordially  agreed.  Tenant  right 
was  the  right  of  occupation,  and  con- 
ferred security  upon  the  tenant;  but, 
ho  would  add,  it  was  not  the  tenant 
right  only  that  gave  this  prosperity  to 
the  Ulster  farmers.  It  was  the  farmer's 
intelligence  and  thought  by  which  he 
was  able  to  avail  himself  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  Ulster  custom,  and  utilize 
it  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and  the  com- 
munity. The  second  point  had  reference 
to  what  was  called  the  estate  office  rule. 
In  most  of  the  largo  properties  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  tenant  right  was  not 
fettered  with  restrictions  ;  and  he  was 
not  aware  that  the  landlords  on  these 
estates  were  in  any  way  worse  oif  in  their 
position  than  landlords  on   smaller  es- 
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tates,  neither  was  he  aware  that  the 
tenants  were  injuriously  affected  by  the 
privileges  they  enjoyed.  The  third  point 
in  the  Bill  was  the  position  of  tenant  right 
at  the  end  of  the  lease.  This  was  a  sub- 
ject in  which  he  was  much  interested, 
for  he  had,  in  conjunction  with  several 
Members  on  that  side,  endeavoured,  un- 
fortunately without  success,  to  pass  a 
Bill  in  regard  to  tenant  right  at  the 
expiration  of  the  lease  through  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  he  rejoiced 
to  find  it  one  feature  of  the  Bill  now 
before  them.  For  a  considerable  time 
there  had  been  uneasiness  in  the 
minds  of  leaseholders  with  regard  to 
what  was  the  state  of  the  law  on  the 
point  under  the  Act  of  1 870.  Not  only 
so,  but  the  doubt  existed  equally  in  the 
minds  of  the  Irish  Judges,  some  holding 
the  opinion  that  the  covenant  to  sur- 
render did  away  with  tenant  right  at 
the  end  of  the  lease,  and  other  Judges 
holding  the  contrary  view;  and  as  no 
case  had  yet  been  brought  into  the 
Superior  Courts,  the  question,  practi- 
cally and  legally,  remained  unsettled. 
At  the  present  moment  he  might  say 
the  presumption  of  tenant  right  re- 
mained against  the  tenant.  He  must 
prove  that  the  estate  upon  which  his 
tenancy  existed  had  the  privilege  of 
tenant  right ;  but  in  many  cases  it  was 
very  difficult,  indeed,  for  the  tenant  to 
prove  the  existence  of  this  custom,  and 
it  was  with  all  an  expensive  process. 
Under  the  Bill,  however,  the  presump- 
tion would  remain  with  the  landlord  to 
disprove  the  existence  of  the  right  or 
the  holding  which  formed  part  of  the 
estate.  Therefore,  if  the  Bill  became 
law,  he  hoped  this  clause  would  remain 
in  it,  for  it  would  be  the  means  of  re- 
moving a  very  considerable  amount  of 
disquietude  and  uneasiness  from  the 
minds  of  a  large  and  respectable  body  of 
Her  Majesty's  subjects.  In  the  North 
of  Ireland  there  were  from  30,000  to 
32,000  leasehold  tenants,  and  to  these, 
to  find  that  the  Act  of  1870  had  been 
finally  settled,  would  be  a  relief  to  their 
minds  as  well  as  their  pockets.  He  trusted 
the  Bill  would  receive  a  second  reading, 
and  impressed  on  the  Government,  if 
they  foimd  any  reason  or  desire  to  alter 
any  of  the  clauses,  to  make  their  objec- 
tions in  Committee,  when  the  Bill,  both 
as  a  whole  and  in  parts,  would  receive  a 
full  and  critical  discussion.  He  cor- 
dially supported  the  second  reading. 

The  Jfarque^M  of  Hamilton 


ViscoTTNT  CASTLEBEAGH  ranported 
the  second  reading.  He  knew  the  in- 
terest the  subject  excited  throughoat 
Ulster  ;  and  he  well  remembered  during 
the  time  he  was  canvassing  the  Conntj 
Down  that  the  speeches  that  excited  the 
most  attention  were  those  dealing  with 
the  question  of  tenant  right.  Unfor- 
tunately, that  question  had  been  naed 
by  unscrupulous  politicians  for  the  pur- 
pose of  creating  differences  between 
landlord  and  tenant,  and,  to  some  ex- 
tent, these  had  been  successful.  Bat, 
so  far  as  his  experience  went,  the  tenant 
farmers  put  forth  no  sort  of  revolutionaiy 
demand.  He  observed  a  clause  in  the 
Bill  embodied  the  principle  of  tenant 
right,  which  his  Colleague  the  noble 
Marquess  (the  Marquess  of  Hamilton), 
one  of  the  best  of  Irish  landlords,  made 
the  subject  of  a  Bill,  and  passed  through 
the  House  last  Session ;  and  he  was  the 
more  interested  in  the  question  that  hit 
(Viscount  Castlereagh's)  grandfather 
and  his  ancestors  had  originated  and 
done  much  to  foster  this  Ulster  custom. 
Let  the  Bill  go  into  Committee,  where 
its  provisions  might  be  fully  discussed, 
and,  if  necessary,  amended ;  and  he  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  the  Bill  would  aid  in 
filling  up  the  breach  which  had  been 
made  between  classes  in  Ireland,  and 
restore  good  feeling  between  landlovdf 
and  tenants — two  classes  whose  interest! 
were  identical. 

Mr.  D.  TATLOH  said,  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject  must  be  apparent  to 
every  Irish  Member,  and  a  Bui  wbidi 
in  auy  way  assisted  Uie  tenant  fanner  in 
Ireland,  in  however  small  a  degree, 
would  have  his  hearty  support.  Though 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dungannon  (Mr. 
T.  A.  Dickson)  had  said  the  BUI  merelv 
touched  the  fringe  of  the  question  whiii 
agitated  the  whole  of  the  country,  and 
until  the  settlement  of  which  peace  and 
prosperity  would  not  settle  in  Ireland, 
still,  though  the  Bill  did  not  deal  wi& 
the  whole  question,  it  did  deal  with  two 
or  three  x)oints,  the  settlement  of  which 
would  be  of  great  advantage  to  have 
solved.  The  gpreatest  hardship  had 
been  inflicted  by  the  system  by  which 
some  landlords  had  attempted,  since  the 
Land  Act  was  passed,  to  fritter  away 
the  interests  of  the  tenants.  Prior  to 
that  there  existed,  in  most  instances,  an 
amount  of  good  feeling  and  g^ood  faith 
between  owner  and  occupier  which,  he 
regretted  to  say,   had    not    continued 
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flinoe  the  passing  of  the  Land  Act.  That 
Act,  which  had  done  so  much  for  the 
tenant  farmers  in  Ireland — especially 
for  those  in  Ulster — and  which,  in  the 
great  majority  of  cases,  Ulster  landlords 
Lad  accepted  and  fairly  carried  out,  had, 
lie  was  sorry  to  say,  a  contrary  effect 
iriih  some  landlords.  That  Act  being 
passed,  there  were  some  landlords  who 
said,  in  effect — *'  Now,  you  must  expect 
nothing  more  from  us.  You  must  stand 
for  your  rights,  and  we  will  do  the 
aame."  Taking  that  course,  they  had 
tried  to  dispute  inch  by  inch  the  rights 
of  the  tenant,  and  had  tried  to  injure 
the  prosperity  the  tenant  had  created 
by  his  outlay  and  labour  in  his  farm. 
The  greatest  instances  of  this  were  to  be 
founa  in  the  North,  where  on  many 
estates  rules  were  made  limiting  the 
amount  per  acre  a  tenant  should  receive. 
No  rule  or  action  of  the  landlord  on 
this  question  had  had  a  more  injurious 
effect  on  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Ireland.  It  did  this — it  gave  to  the 
very  worst  tenant  on  that  estate  the 
same  price  for  his  tenant  right  as  was 
gpTen  to  the  best  and  most  improving 
tenant.  So,  whilst  the  worst  class  of 
tenants  could  secure  a  full  and  adequate 
amount  of  tenant  right,  the  man  who 
had  erected  buildings,  drained  his  land, 
put  up  fences,  and  in  other  ways  made 
the  land  worth  double  as  much  as  when 
he  entered  upon  it,  was  limited  to  the 
aame  sum  as  the  very  worst  tenant  was 
at  liberty  to  receive.  This  was  a  real 
loss  to  the  country,  and  deterred  many 
from  entering  upon  improvements  which 
they  had  the  means  and  ability  to  carry 
out.  There  was  one  point  in  the  Bill 
deserving  the  attention  of  the  House, 
and  he  trusted  it  would  be  adopted — 
that  was,  that  the  presumption  that 
tenant  right  existed  should  be  in  favour 
of  the  tenant.  Landlords  now  who  ob- 
jected to  the  tenant  right  custom  on 
their  estates  had  nothing  to  do  but  throw 
the  whole  onus  of  proof  on  the  tenant, 
and  that,  in  some  localities,  was  some- 
times a  very  difficult  thing  to  prove. 
Where  a  tenancy  on  an  estato  had  gone 
on  from  father  to  son,  where  the  occu- 
pation had  been  continuous,  without 
change  of  ownership,  from  one  to  an- 
other by  sale — in  such  cases  as  tlieso 
the  tenants  had  the  greatest  difficulty 
in  satisfying  a  Court  as  to  the  existence 
of  the  custom.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
to   throw  the  burden  of  proof  on  the 


landlord,  as  proposed  by  the  Bill,  would 
be  an  advantage,  because  the  landlord 
would  always  have  the  gpreater  facility 
to  prove  the  non-existence  of  tenant 
right  than  the  tenant  could  possibly 
have  on  the  other  side.  The  landlord 
would  have  records  in  connection  with 
the  estate  which  would  show  how  it  had 
been  managed  for  generations,  and  only 
by  such  proofs  could  the  tenant  be 
shown  to  have  the  tenant  right.  There 
was  one  thing  that  fell  severely  on  the 
interest  of  tenant  right.  Onmanyestaates 
where  valuations  were  made — say,  at 
periods  of  10,  or  15,  or  20  years,  these 
increases  were  dealt  with  and  fairly  paid 
by  the  tenant ;  but  if  the  tenant  wished 
to  sell  his  farm  at  an  intermediate  time 
between  these  periods  of  valuation,  then 
the  landlord  often  withheld  his  consent, 
except  on  the  condition  of  a  certain  in- 
crease of  rent  per  acre.  These  condi- 
tions, imposed  simply  because  the  farm 
was  changing  hands,  were  most  unfair, 
as  sweeping  from  the  tenant  the  pros- 
pect of  his  getting  a  fair  price  for  his 
tenant  right.  By  the  Land  Act  of  1870 
tenant  right  was  made  legal,  and  the 
tenant  was  given  a  legal  interest  in  the 
estate  ;  but  this  legal  right  was  of  such 
a  precarious  nature  that  a  landlord 
wishing  to  set  it  aside  had  in  his  power 
the  means  of  doing  so.  With  regard  to 
the  other  clause  in  the  Bill  making 
tenant  right  apply  to  leases,  it  would 
relieve  a  great  deal  of  heart-burning  in 
the  North  of  Ireland,  and  remove  one 
great  cause  of  the  agitation  which  for 
many  generations  had  existed.  He 
trusted  that  the  Bill  would  pass.  It 
did  something ;  and  the  least  thing  it 
would  do  would  be  to  make  an  ac- 
knowledgment on  the  part  of  the  House 
that  as  to  the  Act  of  1870,  passed  as  a 
measure  of  benefit  for  Ireland,  it  was 
felt  that  no  matter  how  much  good  it 
was  admitted  to  have  done,  there  were 
points  in  it  which  did  not  carry  out  the 
intentions  of  its  promoters.  It  was  al- 
tered in  its  passage  through  the  House, 
and  now  did  not  meet  all  the  exigencies 
of  the  case.  The  passing  of  the  Bill 
would  be  an  acknowledgment  on  the 
part  of  the  House  that  the  Act  of  1870 
required  amendment — a  fact  of  which 
Irishmen  had  no  doubt. 

Sir  THOMAS    M'CLURE  said,  he 
was  ready  to  vote  for  and  to  promote  the 

Ea^^sing  of  the  Bill  into  law.     It  had 
een  fairly  stated    that  its  provisions 
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would  not  be  considered  sufficient,  but 
that  further  legislation  in  the  same 
direction  would  be  sought  for,  not  for 
Ulster  only,  but  to  include  all  Ireland. 
He  regpretted  that,  after  the  unanimous 
assent  of  the  House  last  Session  to  the 
Besolutions  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Beading  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre),  upon 
the  recommendation  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, to  give  increased  facilities  to 
agricultural  tenants  to  become  owners 
of  their  holdings,  no  measure  to  promote 
this  in  any  degree  had  been  brought 
forward  by  the  Government.  There 
was,  at  the  same  time,  a  suggestion 
made  that  facilities  should  be  fi;iven  for 
tenants  arranging  with  their  landlords 
for  perpetuities  of  their  holdings  at  re- 
duced rents  on  payment  of  fines.  There 
was  no  doubt  this  would  be  largely 
taken  advantage  of.  The  Bill  now  be- 
fore the  House  would  give  more  protec- 
tion against  arbitrary  or  unreasonable 
interference,  and  therefore,  so  far,  de- 
served support.  In  claiming  for  the 
farmer,  when  he  discharged  his  legiti- 
mate obligations,  an  independent  posi- 
tion, he  might  have  to  trench  upon  a 
delicate  subject — he  meant  the  right 
claimed  by  many  landlords  to  control 
and  direct  the  votes  of  their  tenants.  It 
might  be  said  that  the  Ballot  removed 
any  question  of  the  kind.  It  was  true 
that  it  enabled  the  tenant,  if  he  kept  his 
own  counsel,  to  vote  without  the  possi- 
bility of  any  person  knowing  how  he 
voted.  Yet  they  knew  that  attempts 
were  still  made  to  bring  illegitimate 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  tenants,  when, 
either  directly  or  through  the  medium  of 
agents  or  bailiffs,  tenants  were  given  to 
believe  that  their  voting  or  identifying 
themselves  with  parties  of  opposite  views 
to  their  landlord  or  his  representatives 
might  subject  them  to  his  displeasure 
and  to  a  difference  of  treatment.  An 
influence  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution  was  thus  brought  into 
play.  The  farmer  at  the  present  time 
required  the  utmost  exertion  to  bear  up 
against  foreign  competition  and  the  effect 
of  unfavourable  seasons,  and  it  became 
the  more  necessary  to  give  him  all  rea- 
sonable protection  from  arbitrary  dealing. 
There  should  bo  nothing  done  to  break 
down  his  spirit  or  impair  his  motive  iov 
exertion.  Those  who  would  stretch  the 
rights  of  property  so  as  to  intorforo  with 
the  rights  of  conscience  were  enemies  to 
the  stability  of  property.     Before  the 
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passing  of  the  Ballot  Act  the  absolute 
right  claimed  by  many  landlords  to  direct 
the  votes  of  their  tenants  was  felt  by  them 
to  be  humiliating  and  deg^adin^.  Seldom 
did  they  venture  on  an  open  protest ;  but 
they,  many  of  them,  emigrated  acron 
the  Atlantic;  and,  in  writing  to  their 
friends  of  the  hardships  and  difficaltie§ 
encountered  in  their  new  settlements. 
they  added — '^But  we  have  no  bailiff 
coming  amongst  ns  with  his  orders." 
No  doubt,  this  deprivation  of  theirrights 
as  citizens  caused  the  emigprants  and 
their  friends  to  look  back  on  Ireland  as 
a  land  of  vassalage  and  slavery.  He 
felt  confident  that  it  would  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  country,  and  tho  real  ad- 
vantage of  both  landlord  and  tenant, 
that  the  farmer,  after  meeting  the  jnit 
demands  against  him,  should  feel  him- 
self in  an  independent  position,  enjoying 
Constitutional  freedom,  and  secure  in 
possession  of  the  fruits  of  his  indiutiy. 
He  should  support  the  measure,  as  he 
would  others  having  this  object  in  Tiew. 
Mr.  S  YNAN  congratulated  the  Home 
and  the  country  not  only  upon  the  una- 
nimity which  had  characterized  the  pro- 
ceedings of  to-day,  but  upon  the  entha- 
siasm  the  hon.  Member  for  Londondenr 
(Sir  Thomas  M'Clure)  had  created*  JX 
appeared  they  were  acting  the 
somewhat  of  the  Greek  Chorus — J 
were  all  unanimous;  and  he  su]^ 
the  hon.  Members  from  Ulster  would  not 
object  to  a  Member  from  the  South  of 
Ireland,  where  those  Tiolent  agitaton, 
according  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  County  Down  (Viscount  Castle- 
reagh),  were  doing  so  much  mischief^ 
in  joining  them  in  support  of  the  pre- 
sent Bill.  It  occurred  to  him  that  the 
absence  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land on  the  present  occasion  was  rather 
remarkable.  Why  was  not  the  Hepre- 
sentative  of  Ireland  present  to  support 
the  Bill  ?  Had  he  some  doubts  or  heei* 
tation  as  to  whether  the  rights  of  pre- 

Serty  were  involved  or  affected  by  the 
iill  ?  Was  that  the  process  of  educa- 
tion  which  the  Tory  majority  were 
undergoing  at  the  present  moment  on 
this  question?  It  was  rather  suspicioui 
that  on  the  eve  of  a  Dissolution  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  should  refuse  to 
give  his  opinion  upon  this  important 
question  ;  but,  possibly,  his  ideas  of  the 
rights  of  proprietorship  wore  as  strong 
as  ever,  and  he  regarded  the  present 
measure  as  a  dangerous  one.     It  might 
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be  asked  why  he,  as  a  Southern  Member, 
joined  in  support  of  a  Bill  promoted  by 
Gentlemen  who  had  opposed  them  in 
erery  measure  they  had  introduced  in 
the  House  ?  He  supported  the  Bill  sim- 
ply because  he  was  an  Irish  Member 
— simply  because  the  interests  of  Ireland 
— whether  they  be  in  the  North  or  South 
or  East  or  West — where  all  the  same  to 
him.  He  cared  not  by  what  Party  a 
Bill  was  promoted ;  if  it  would  serve  a 
good  purpose  it  should  have  his  warm 
support.  He  supported  the  tenant 
in  the  North  of  Ireland  as  well  as  he 
would  wish  to  support  a  tenant  in  the 
South  of  Ireland ;  and  he  only  wished 
that  the  Members  for  the  North  of  Ire- 
land would  meet  the  Members  for  the 
South  in  the  same  spirit.  He  presumed 
that  the  Bill  was  to  receive  the  support 
of  the  Oovemment,  and  he  believed  it 
was  right  that  it  should  receive  that  sup- 
port. He  had  not  the  slightest  objec- 
tion that  they  should  make  all  the 
(uipital  they  could  out  of  it,  because  he 
knew  that  it  was  only  in  this  way,  when 
they  were  on  the  eve  of  a  General  Elec- 
tion, that  the  Government  would  be  in- 
duced to  yield  to  any  proposal  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  The 
2nd  clause  of  the  present  Bill  proposed 
to  remedy  a  substantial  evil,  which  at 
present  virtually  converted  the  Ulster 
custom  into  no  custom  at  all.  What  it 
did  was  to  injure  the  g^d  tenant  at  the 
expense  of  the  improvements  he  made, 
and  placed  the  bad  tenant  on  the  same 
level  with  him  by  adopting  a  hard-and- 
fast  line  by  what  were  called  estate  office 
rules.  It  authorized  a  private  bar- 
gain, and  left  the  landlord  in  the  North 
of  Ireland  at  liberty  afterwards  to  dis- 
avow and  treat  it  as  a  fraudulent  bar- 
gain. The  Srd  clause  of  the  Bill  pro- 
vided a  remedy  upon  which  the  Judges 
of  the  land  had  disagpreed.  Some  of  the 
Judges  held  that  tenant  right  existed  at 
the  end  of  a  lease,  while  others  hold 
that  there  was  a  surrender  of  tenant 
right  at  the  end  of  the  lease.  He  be- 
lieved the  Gt>vernmcnt  intended  to  accept 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  ho 
hoped  they  would  not  attempt  to  injuro 
the  measure  in  Committee  by  any 
Amendment  they  might  introduce  into  it. 
Sir  JOSEPH  M*KENNA  supported 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  with 
great  pleasure,  because  he  bolieved  tliat 
if  it  were  allowed  to  become  the  law 
of  the  land  it  would  remove  the  ground- 
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work  of  the  arguments  agaiDst  the  Bills 
which  had  been  introduced,  with  only 
scant  success,  for  legalizing  tenant  right 
throughout  Ireland.  The  noble  Marquess 
who  seconded  the  Motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  said  that  he  would  not 
make  an  electioneering  speech,  and  the 
noble  Marquess  kept  his  word.  If  there 
was  any  Member  who,  by  the  acts  of 
his  ancestry,  could  prove  the  sincerity 
of  his  motives  upon  a  measure  of  this 
kind,  it  was  the  noble  Marquess ;  and 
he  (Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna)  ventured  to 
say  that,  on  the  whole,  the  Duke  of 
Abercom  had  not  suffered  from  the  line 
of  conduct  he  had  pursued  towards  his 
tenantry.  The  rental  received  from 
property  in  the  North  of  Ireland  where 
tenant  right  prevailed  was  not  only,  in 
proportion  to  acreage,  larger  than  the 
rental  of  any  corresponding  acreage  in  the 
South  of  Ireland,  but  the  propertv  itself 
would  sell  for  a  gpreater  number  of  years' 
purchase  than  the  low-rented  land  of 
the  South  of  Ireland.  A  noble  Lord 
who  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Bill  from 
that  side  of  the  House  talked  about 
£26,000,000  lying  idle  in  the  banks 
of  Ireland.  It  might  be  imagined  from 
that,  that  Ireland  was  a  tremendously 
rich  country,  and  overflowing  with 
financial  wealth ;  but  the  fact  was  that 
there  was  very  little  money  indeed  lying 
idle  in  the  Irish  banks,  or,  for  that  mat- 
ter, in  the  banks  anywhere  else.  The 
banks  took  it  from  their  customers,  and 
paid  interest  on  it  at  so  much  per  cent 
per  annum  to  make  any  profit  tney  had 
to  relend  it.  In  that  way  (perhaps,  to 
the  extent  of  seven- eighths  of  the  capi- 
tal borrowed  by  the  Irish  banks),  it  was 
lont  out  again ;  and  when  they  saw  build- 
ings in  the  course  of  erection  on  a  farm, 
now  farm-houses  being  built,  and  ma- 
terial evidence  of  prosperity  and  wealth, 
thoymust  not  put  this  down  as  an  addition 
to  the  wealth  deposited  in  the  banks,  be- 
causo,iu  a  g^eat  measure,  it  was  from  ad- 
vances made  by  the  banks  that  these  im- 
provements were  made.  There  was  no 
groat  amount  of  idle  capital  in  Ireland ; 
but  there  was  one  thing  which,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  was  allowed  to  remain  idle- 
namely,  the  capital  of  the  labour  which 
would  be  applied  to  the  land  on  all  occa- 
sions if  tho  tenant  felt  he  had  security  for 
the  value  of  tho  application  of  it.  They  now 
believed  that  they  could  be  turned  out  of 
their  holdings  without  compensation, 
or  that  their  rents  might  be  raised  in- 
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definitely  if  they  improved  the  land. 
They,  therefore,  went  on  with  their 
farming  operations  in  a  lazy  fashion, 
without  affording  the  landlord  any  temp- 
tation to  raise  the  rent.  His  own  belief 
was  that  if  they  carried  a  Tenant  Eight 
Bill — not  merely  the  present  one,  which 
was  only  partial  in  its  operation,  but  one 
for  the  whole  of  Ireland — it  would  do 
much  more  for  the  landlords  than  for  the 
tenants.  Ho  should  be  glad  to  see  some 
general  Act  passed  that  would  give  his 
own  tenants  perfect  security  against  him- 
self and  those  who  were  to  come  after 
him,  and  against  all  landlords.  He  be- 
lieved that  such  security  would  do  much 
to  improve  the  soil  and  the  income  aris- 
ing from  it  from  age  to  age,  as  it  had 
been  improved  hitherto  in  the  North  of 
Ireland.  He,  therefore,  gave  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  a  hearty  support, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  carried  for 
two  reasons — first,  because  he  believed 
it  was  good  in  itself;  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause it  would  put  an  end  to  bad  and 
illogical  arguments  which  he  heard  in 
that  House  applied  to  the  several  tenant 
right  measures  introduced  by  his  Friends 
which  they  had  vainly  endeavoured  to 
pass. 

Mr.  BIGGAE  thought  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House  deserved  the  support 
of  the  House  for  two  reasons.  One  was, 
that  it  acknowledged  a  very  important 
principle,  that  the  Land  Act  of  1870  re- 
quirea  amendment.  It  was  an  impor- 
tant acknowledgment  by  the  Tory  Party 
in  that  House — a  Party  who  had  hitherto 
opposed  all  reform  of  the  Land  Question, 
and  had  endeavoured  to  thwart  all  those 
who  proposed  such  a  reform,  accusing 
them  of  being  Communists  and  persons 
who  wished  to  take  what  did  not  belong 
to  them.  The  common  charge  made 
against  the  reformers  on  the  Land  Ques- 
tion was  '^ absolute  confiscation;"  and 
if  he  understood  what  confiscation  was,  it 
meant  taking  away  something  and  giv- 
ing nothing  in  return  for  it.  That  was 
a  very  important  acknowledgment  by 
the  advocates  of  landlord  rule  m  Ireland 
on  the  Tory  side  of  the  House.  Another 
important  principle  acknowledged  by  the 
promoters  of  the  Bill  was  that  absolute 
ownership  in  land  did  not  exist,  and  that 
the  House  had  a  right  to  interfere  and 
do  what  it  believed  to  be  good,  irrespec- 
tive of  the  alleged  ownership  of  the  land 
by  the  landlords.  That,  to  his  mind,  was 
an    important  acknowledgment,   which 
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went  to  the  root  of  the  whole  qnestion ; 
because  as  soon  as  it  was  admitted  that 
the  law  was  made  not  for  the  interest  of 
a  very  small,  but  highly  wealthy  daas— 
the   landlords,  who  reaped   the  entire 
benefit  of  the  land  and  gave  nothing  in 
return — a  different  state  of  circumstances 
would  arise,  very  much  more  reasonable 
and  considerate  for  the  persons  in  regard 
to  whom  they  possessed  these  unfortu- 
nate legal  rights.     When  it  was  made 
clear  that  the  rights  of  absolute  owner- 
ship hitherto  insisted   upon   no  longer 
existed,  a  great  deal  woiild  be  done  to- 
wards   effecting    improvement    in   the 
future.     At  the  same  time,  he  did  not 
think  the  Bill  was  entitled  to  unqualified 
prsdse,  and  he  deprecated  the  introduc- 
tion of  small  reforms  in  the  amendment 
of  the  law.     The  reforms  proposed  bj 
the  present  measure  were  of  the  smallest 
character,  and  failed  to  g^  thoronghlj 
to  the  root  of  the  question.     If  refonns 
were  to  be  undertaken  in  this  piecemeal 
way,  the  result  would  be  that  the  Land 
Laws  would  not  be  settled   for  many 
years  to  come.    What  ought  to  be  done 
was  that  the  Government  should  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  carry  out  a   complete 
amendment  of  the  law,  which  was  eer- 
tainly  not  done  by  the  present  Bill.  One 
clause  simply  affirmed  what  the  law  was 
on  a  particular  question;  another  re« 
quired  that  the  presumption  of  proof 
should  rest  with  the  tenant  and  not  with 
the  landlord,  and  that  was  all  the  BiU 
said.     He  would  undertake  to  ihow, 
when  the  Bill  went  into  Committee— If 
it  ever  did  find  its  way  there— by  Amend- 
ments which  he  intended  to  propoaSy 
that  very  much  greater  reforms  were  re- 
quired in  the  Land  Act  of  1870,  and  that 
the  present  measure  did  not  by  any 
means  fulfil  the  requirements  of  the  caae. 
The  important  evil  in  connection  with 
the  Land  Act  of  1870  came  into  a  pco- 
minent  position  this  year — ^he  alluded  to 
the  circumstances    of  a  tenant   beiag 
liable  to  be  dispossessed  for  the  noa* 
payment  of  one  year's  rent,  although  be 
might  be  entitled  to  five  or  six  yeas^ 
compensation  for  disturbance,  and  al* 
though  the  non-payment  of  rent  was 
probably  due  to  the  extravagant  rack* 
rent  he  was  charged  by  the  landlord. 
In  such  a  case  the  tenant  was,  under  the 
Act  of  1870,  entitled  to  no  redress.  Thal» 
he  thought,  was  a  frightful  grievanos ; 
and  if  hon.  Members  were  thorougblT  in 
earnest  in  reforming  the  Land  Laws  thflj 
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would  introduce  such  a  reform  into  the 
present  Bill.  There  was  another  evil  in 
connection  with  the  present  system  of 
tenant  right  which  was  entirely  over- 
looked by  the  Bill.  According  to  the 
tenant  right  system  of  Ulster,  where  the 
landlords  had  persistently  and  continu- 
ously charged  an  extravagant  rent,  the 
result  was  that  tenants  would  get  a  very 
small  compensation  indeed  on  disturb- 
ance. But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
landlords  had  been  charging  a  moderate 
rent,  they  would  get  a  very  high  price 
for  their  interest  in  the  land,  as  had  al- 
readv  been  pointed  out  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Youghal  (Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna.) 
On  the  estate  of  the  Duke  of  Abercom, 
the  interest  of  the  tenant  reached  as 
much  as  the  fee- simple  of  the  land.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  were  landlords 
who  had  been  charging  an  exorbitant 
rent,  and  instead  of  getting,  as  upon  the 
Duke  of  Abercom's  estate,  something 
like  the  value  of  the  fee  simple  of  the 
property,  the  unfortunate  tenant  was 
kept  on  the  verge  of  poverty  all  his  life; 
and  when  he  endeavoured  to  sell  his 
interest,  he  probably  only  got  £5,  £6,  or 
£7  an  acre  for  it,  which  was  not  more 
than  a  fourth,  fifth,  or  sixth  of  the  value 
of  the  freehold.  He  regpretted  that  the 
Bill  had  not  been  drawn  up  more  in  the 
interests  of  the  tenants  than  of  the  land- 
lords, considering  that  hitherto  the  land- 
lords had  been  extortionate  and  un- 
reasonable. He  hoped  the  Bill  would 
be  read  a  second  time,  because,  after  all, 
it  did  reform  the  Act  of  1870 ;  but  if  it 
ever  went  into  Committee  he  should 
consider  himself  bound  to  propose  such 
Amendments  as  would  make  it  a  much 
more  valuable  Bill  than  it  was  at  present. 
Ma.  O'CLERY  wished  to  support  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  in  the  hope 
that  the  principle  involved  in  it  would 
be  extended  to  the  rest  of  Ireland,  and 
also  in  order  to  show  thereby  his  action, 
as  representing  a  South-Eastern  consti- 
toency,  that  there  was  no  jealous  or  sec- 
tional feeling  on  the  part  of  the  three 
Provinces  in  Ireland  against  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  the  North.  It  was  too 
Mneral  a  practice  in  the  House  to  en- 
deavour to  draw  a  distinction  between 
the  North  and  other  parts  of  Ireland, 
and  to  point  out  the  advantages  which 
the  people  of  the  North  enjoyed  as 
against  the  people  of  the  other  throe 
Aovinces.  He  certainly  did  not  wish 
to  take  from  the  North  any  of  the  ad- 


vantages and  privileges  they  enjoyed ; 
but  ho  earnestly  and  sincerely  hoped 
that  the  hon.  Member  who  introduced 
the  Bill  would  endeavour  in  some  way 
to  extend  it  to  the  rest  of  Ireland.  The 
Land  Act  of  1870  was  supposed  to  be  a 
panacea  for  all  the  ills  connected  with 
land  tenure  in  Ireland  ;  but  it  was  now 
admitted  that  that  Act  was  in  itself 
faulty,  and  that  it  required  amendment. 
He  hoped  when  the  Bill  went  into  Com- 
mittee that  the  hon.  Member  in  charge 
of  it  would  himself  set  an  example  by 
introducing  Amendments  calculated  to 
make  the  measure  a  more  comprehen- 
sive one  than  it  was  at  present.  Surely, 
what  was  hitherto  supposed  to  be  the 
palladium  of  tenant  right  in  Ulster 
could  not  endanger  the  State  if  it  were 
extended  in  an  improved  form  into 
Munster,  Connaught,  and  parts  of  Lein- 
ster?  He  hoped  there  would  be  no 
opposition  to  tne  second  reading  of  the 
Bill ;  because,  as  far  as  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers were  concerned — Members  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  were  concerned — 
their  earnest  desire  was  that  every 
Irishman,  no  matter  what  class  or  creed 
he  belonged  to,  should  be  united  on  the 
question  of  land  tenure. 

Mr.  law  said,  he  hoped  he  might 
take  it  for  gpranted,  from  the  silence  of 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  and 
the  other  Members  of  the  Government, 
that  they  were  going  to  accept  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  On  this 
occasion  certainly,  he  thought  his  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  would  not  have 
allowed  the  debate  to  go  on  so  long  as 
it  had  done  without  saying  something 
if  he  intended  to  oppose  the  Bill.  As- 
suming, then,  that  tne  Government  in- 
tended to  support  the  second  reading, 
he  considered  they  might  fairly  con- 
gratulate the  country  upon  the  event; 
because,  only  on  the  last  occasion  when 
a  Bill  identical  to  this  was  before  the 
House,  no  loss  than  16  Members  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  voted  against  it. 
They  could  not  say,  as  the  noble  Earl 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  said  a 
few  years  ago — '*  A  great  many  things 
have  happened  since."  Very  few  things 
of  note  had  happened  since  last  year; 
but,  whatever  might  be  the  reason  of 
the  change  of  feeling,  he  must  congratu- 
late the  country  on  the  result,  and  it 
might  form  an  argument  in  favour  of 
the  proposition  which  an  hon.  Member 
made  to  the  House  the  other  night,  that 
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it  tended  to  bring  the  Government  more 
in  harmony  with  the  feeling  of  the  coun- 
try.     Perhaps  the  same   thing  would 
take  place  more  frequently  if  Parlia- 
ments were  only  a  bit  shorter  than  they 
were.     He  could  not  regard  it  as  alto- 
gether accidental  that  a  Bill  wliich  was 
detrimental  when    it  was  proposed  at 
this  time  12  months  ago  should  now  be 
accepted  by  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland.      Ho   did  not  think  that  his 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  was  one 
of  the  speakers  last  year ;  but  he  cer- 
tainly voted  against  the  Bill,  as  did  also 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and  the 
Attorney  General  and  Solicitor  General 
for  England.   Therefore,  it  was  comfort- 
ing to  see  that  this  change  should  have 
come  over  the  Government,  and  that  a 
Bill  calculated  to  secure  to  some  extent 
the  tenant  right  of  the  Ulster  farmers 
should  be  blandly  accepted  to-day,  in 
place  of  being  somewhat  strongly  op- 
posed and  voted  down,  as  it  was  last 
year.    At  the  same  time,  he  was  bound 
to  say  that  there  had  been  no  change  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  Donegal  (the  Marquess 
of  Hamilton).     He  supported  the  Bill 
last  year,  and  was  going  to  do  so  again 
to-day.     Whether  there  had  been  any 
change  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the 
hon.   Baronet  (Sir    John    Leslie),  who 
moved  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  last  year, 
he  did  not  know  ;  but  he  assumed  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  would  also   go  with 
the  tide,  and  that  he  was  willing  to  al- 
low the  Bill  to  be  read  a  second  time ; 
albeit,  that  he  might  have  some  con- 
scientious qualm  about  the  Eighth  Com- 
mandment, inasmuch  as  the  measure  in- 
volved the  robbery  of  the  landlords'  pro- 
perty.    He  could  not  help  noticing  there 
was  a  considerable  change  of  opinion 
last  night  on  the  matter  of  the  Game 
Laws,  and  there  had  recently  been   a 
considerable  change  of  opinion  in  other 
respects.     Even  a  considerable  advance 
of  opinion  had  been  announced  in  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  upon  the 
Land  Question.     He  saw  upon  the  other 
side  of   the   House  many  hon.   Mem- 
bers who  voted   against  the  Bill    last 
year.     He  presumed    that    they  would 
vote  for  it  this  year.     This  was  a  very 
comfortable  thing,  for  they  had  certainly 
had  no  arguments  against  the  Bill,  and, 
as  far  as  it  went,  that  was  entirely  satis- 
factory ;  whether  argumentsof  adifferent 
kind  were  to  be  sanctioned  outside  the 


J/r.  Law 


House  was  another  matter.     He  oonU 
not  help  being  reminded  that  only  a  week 
or  10  days  ago  some  gentlemen  in  Ire- 
land held  an  entirely  different  opinion, 
and  that  a  tenant  right  meeting  was  not 
only  broken  up,   but    that    blood  wu 
shed,  and  many  persons  beaten  and  in- 
jured.   Hon.  Members  might  suppose, 
as  a  question  in  regard  to  these  pro- 
ceedings had  been  asked  on  that  side  of 
the  House,  that  that  meeting  was  hdd 
to  promote  Home  Rule  opinions.     It 
was  nothing  of  the  kind.     There  was  no 
Home  Eule  proposition  at  all,  and  the 
meeting  was  attended  by  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  with  a  magistrate  in 
the  chair,  and  ministers  of  all  religioiu 
denominations    present,    inclnding  the 
Presbyterian    community.      There  wu 
not  the  smallest  intention  of  discussinff 
that  terrible  thing,  Home  Sule,  whkk 
created  such  a  sensation  in  that  Home. 
It  was  purely  a  tenant  right  meedng. 
and  being  a  tenant  right  it  was  attackM 
not  by  arguments  but  by  bludgeons,  and 
all  the  apparatus  necessary  for  holdinjf 
it  was  broken  down.     He  was  glad  to 
find  that  all  rational  arguments  agsiut 
tenant  right  had  been  given  up  ;  bnt  be 
was  not  glad  to  find  that  the  argument 
of  the  bludgeon  and  physical  force  had 
been  substituted,  or  that  it  had  been  re> 
sorted  to  in  the  interests  of  anybody. 
He  did  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
Her  Majesty's   Oovemment    were  re- 
sponsible for  these  proceedings ;  but  the 
matter  was  worth  inquiring  into  by  hie 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  in  order 
to  see  whether  a  purely  social  queetioB 
could  be  discussed  in  Ireland  without 
their  political  opponents  interfering  with 
the  meeting  with  bludgeons  for  the  pur- 
pose of  breaking  it  up.     It  was  satime- 
tory  to  find  that  the  Bill  had  been  ac- 
cepted by  Her  Majesty's  GoremmeBt 
The  acceptance  of  it  now  was  the  more 
remarkable,  because  it  was  not  only  re- 
jected last  year  by  a  large  majority,  bvt 
the  hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  had  always  rejected  and  re- 
fused a  measure  which  was  in  substance 
the  same  as  this.     So  far  asthemeeunus 
itself  was  concerned,  he  thought  it  was 
defective  in  being  confined  to  Ulster.  In 
its  earlier  stages,  when  a  similar  BiU 
was  first  proposed  to  the  House  in  1875, 
strong  language  was  applied  to  it,  tad 
it  was  treated  as  a  wild  and  rerolutionaiy 
measure.     lie  was  glad  to  find  that  pro- 
gress had  since  been  made  in  ioTeiti- 
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gating  the  subject;  that  black,  after  all, 
was  not  so  very  black,  but  that  some- 
thing was  to  be  said  even  for  the  tenant 
right  of  the  Ulster  farmers.  But  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  the  sudden 
oonversion  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
was  connected  in  some  way  with  some- 
thing that  had  happened,  or  was  likely 
to  happen,  in  1880.  He  would  not  put 
the  matter  further  than  that,  neither 
would  he  ask  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Attorney  General  or  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  re-consider 
their  opinions.  He  hoped  that  those 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  had  not  hastily 

fiven  in  their  allegiance  to  this  measure, 
ut  had  modified  their  opinions  upon 
cxinviction.  At  the  same  time,  he  could 
not  but  recollect  the  language  used  by 
the  Chief  Secretary  last  year,  when  he 
said  that  '^  he  could  not  conceive  any 
worse  system  of  land  tenure  than  was 
involved  in  the  Ulster  custom."  Those 
who  knew  Ulster  best  knew  well 
that  the  Ulster  custom  was  of  the 
greatest  benefit  to  the  landlords  as  well 
aa  to  the  tenants.  It  made  the  land- 
lord's rent  secure,  and  it  induced  the 
tenant  to  improve ;  and  the  country  was 
considerably  interested  in  a  system  being 
adopted  which  induced  the  cultivator  of 
the  soil  liberally  and  freely  to  expend 
his  capital  on  Uie  improvement  of  the 
soil.  The  difficulty  in  these  bad  times 
was  the  uncertainty  as  to  whether  the 
tenant  would  be  allowed  to  go  on  at  the 
rent  at  which  he  held  his  farm,  or  whe- 
ther his  landlord  was  to  increase  his 
rent.  Differences  on  these  subjects 
would  always,  of  course,  arise  between 
the  most  honest  men  ;  but  there  should 
be  some  means  of  reconciling  those  dif- 
ferences. The  tenants  wanted  to  bo 
secured  against^under  the  name  of  rais- 
ing the  rent — their  being  deprived  of 
the  interest  they  had  acquired  in  the 
soil  by  their  improvements.  In  con- 
dosion,  he  could  only  repeat  that  he 
congratulated  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, from  the  semi-assurance  which 
they  had  received  by  their  silence,  on 
the  considerable  progress  they  had 
made  on  this  subject,  though,  from 
whatever  side  of  the  House  a  measure 
of  this  kind  was  brought  in,  he  should 
aapport  it ;  and  he  only  wished  that  it 
coaM  be  extended  to  the  tenants  in  the 
South  and  West  of  Ireland.  He 
thanked  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
bj  anticipation,    v>r  what    they  wore 


going  to  do,  and  he  should  not  despair 
of  their  accepting  a  larger  measure  if 
pressed. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  congratulated 
hon.  Members  upon  the  moderate  tone 
which  had  substantially  characterized 
the  entire  debate.  He  was  glad  to  find 
that  his  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
(Mr.  Law)  could  be  induced  to  thank 
Her  Majesty's  Government  for  anything. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Dungannon  seemed 
very  much  afraid  that  the  Bill  would 
pass,  and  had  endeavoured  to  wave  a  red 
flag  in  every  part  of  the  House  to  arouse 
opposition  to  it  if  possible. 

Mr.  T.  a.  DICKSON  said,  he  had 
offered  no  opposition.  He  had  urged 
upon  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  pass 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  and  he 
had  himself  supported  the  measure. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  admitted  that 
that  was  so ;  but  observed  that  the  tone 
in  which  the  hon.  Member's  remarks 
were  made  would  be  best  expressed  by 
the  quotation — 


(t 


Willing  to  wound  and  yet  afraid  to  strike, 
JuBt  hmt  a  doubt  and  hesitate  dislike.*' 


The  hon.  Gentleman  characterized  the 
Bill  as  a  miserable  Bill,  and  yet  said  ho 
was  going  to  support  the  second  reading. 
Under  these  circumstances,  he  (the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland)  was  not  pre- 
pared to  qualify  a  single  word  he  had 
said  in  reference  to  the  hon.  Member. 
Perhaps  the  attitude  assumed  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  reasonable  enough, 
for  he  was  credited,  according  to  com- 
mon reputation,  with  having  a  kind  of 
unrecognized  position  in  Ulster  as  a 
Party  manager,  who  combined  Whigs, 
Radicals,  and  Home  Rulers  against  the 
Conservative  Party.  He  (the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland)  did  not  know  whe- 
ther that  was  the  fact  or  not.  He  had 
heard  the  statement  repeated  over  and 
over  again  ;  and  whether  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  in  that  delicate  position  or  not 
he  would  leave  as  a  matter  for  history 
to  decide.  Then,  again,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Coleraine  (Mr.  D.  Taylor),  who 
always  spoke  with  moderation  and  good 
sense,  was  not  anxious  to  settle  the 
question.  For  some  reason  or  other  the 
hon.  Member  seemed  to  tliink  that  it 
was  convenient  not  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion, or  to  allay  the  anxiety  that  pre- 
vailed in  regard  to  it.     Accordingly,  the 
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hon.  Member  on  the  very  first  day  of 
the  Session,  having  introduced  his  an- 
nual Bill  on  the  subject,  postponed  the 
second  reading  until  the  7  th  of  July, 
in  the  hope,  probably,  that  something 
would  interfere  to  prevent  it  from  being 
brought  on  at  all.  [Mr.  D.  Taylor 
said,  he  had  put  down  the  Bill  for  the 
only  day  he  could  get.]  Of  course,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  right  in  bringing 
his  Bill  forward  whenever  he  thought 
proper.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
hon.  Gentleman  could  have  chosen  an 
earlier  day ;  but,  in  fact,  he  had  chosen 
the  very  last  day  on  which  he  could 
bring  it  forward.  There  was  only  one 
other  remark  he  wished  to  make  upon 
the  debate,  and  it  had  reference  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Limerick  (Mr.  Synan), 
who  seemed  rather  anxious  that  some- 
one should  charge  him  with  Commu- 
nism. He  (the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland)  would  certainly  not  do  so,  nor 
did  he  think  it  necessary  to  say  anything 
even  in  the  mildest  disparagement  of 
the  hon.  Member.  He  had  been  asked 
what  the  position  of  the  Government  was 
in  connection  with  the  debate.  Now,  this 
was  not  exactly  the  same  Bill  that  was 
presented  to  the  House  last  year,  and 
the  conditions  in  which  it  was  presented 
varied  in  atleast  one  important  particular. 
When  the  Bill  of  last  year  was  brought 
forward  it  was  pointed  out  that,  inten- 
tionally or  unintentionally,  it  omitted 
a  reference  to  the  fact  of  the  diver- 
sity of  the  usages  in  the  Province  of 
Ulster,  and  referred  to  the  Ulster  tenant 
right  as  one  single  thing  which  was 
capable  of  accurate  definition.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Greenwich  (Mr.  Gladstone)  had  said  that 
that  definition  was  perfectly  impossible ; 
and,  consequently,  the  words  used  in  the 
Land  Act  were  '  *  the  usages  prevalent  in 
the  Province  of  Ulster."  Those  words 
were  also  carefully  introduced  in  the 
drafting  of  the  present  Bill ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  was  different  from  the  Bill  of  last 
year.  The  circumstances  in  which  it 
was  introduced  were  also  different  in 
respect  to  the  important  Srd  clause. 
Last  year  a  Bill  was  introduced  which 
dealt  separately  with  that  topic;  and, 
consequently,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Tyrone  (Mr.  Macartney)  could  not  then 
claim  that  his  was  the  only  Bill  purport- 
ing to  deal  with  the  subject.  He  thought 
the  word  ''district"  required  greater  | 
clearness  of  definition,   and    that    the  , 
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power  of  rebutting  the  onus  cast  on  the 
owner  should  not  be  limited  as  it  was  in 
the  clause.  He  was  not  in  favour  of  the 
2nd  clause  relating  to  the  estate  office 
rule  ;  and  he  thought  the  hon.  Member 
for  Tyrone  would  have  done  well  not  to 
complicate  the  measure  with  that  matter. 
As  to  the  3rd  clause,  affecting  tenant 
right  at  the  termination  of  leases,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Coleratne  (Mr.  D. 
Taylor)  said  it  would  remove  great 
heartburnings,  and  others  had  pointed 
out  the  relief  it  would  effect.  That  was 
a  clause  which  he  should  not,  and  which 
the  Government  did  not  in  previous 
Sessions  oppose,  although  it  might  be 
necessary  to  introduce  changes  in  Com- 
mittee. He  should  assent  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  reserving  further 
criticism  to  a  future  stage. 

Mr.  p.  MAETIN  congratulated  the 
Government  upon  the  temperate  speech 
of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland ;  and 
he  congratulated  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  also  that,  after  hii 
recent  visit  to  Ireland,  and  after  having 
ascertained  what  the  public  opinion  Si 
Ireland  was,  he  had  the  boldness  to  cast 
aside  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ircdand, 
and  to  make  a  statement  in  direct  ooii* 
travention  of  everything  that  had  been 
heard  up  to  the  present  moment  fitm 
that  right  hon.  Uentleman.  That  wai 
shown  in  a  very  forcible  manner  when 
they  considered  who  it  was  who  opposed 
the  Bill  last  year.  The  speech  on  behilf 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  was  made 
on  that  occasion  by  the  Chief  Seoretaxjt 
who  spoke  of  the  Bill  in  as  oontemptaoof 
terms  as  if  he  had  been  speaking  of  a 
measure  introduced  by  any  hon.  Member 
below  the  Gangway  on  the  Opposition 
side  of  the  House.  He  spoke  of  it  at  a 
Bill  that  wholly  ignored  the  just  righti 
of  the  landlords.  He  deprecated  the 
introduction  of  measures  of  such  a  cha- 
racter, which  proposed  to  make  over  to 
the  tenant  the  fruits  of  the  landloid'i 
property,  and  he  made  use  of  %nfttb^ 
argument  against  the  Bill — ^namely,  tliK 
the  House  which  passed  the  I^nd  Act  of 
1870  had  resolved  that  it  ihould  be  the 
end  of  the  agitation.  The  xiffht  koo. 
Gentleman  went  on  to  condemn  in  stroiig 
terms  the  constant  attempts  that  wers 
made  in  the  House  to  unsettle  the  ques- 
tion, and  declared  that  the  questioa 
itself  was  one  that  had  been  settled  by 
Parliament.  He  said,  further,  that  the 
Ulster  custom  was  the  means  of 
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nishing  the  capital  employed    by   the 
tenant  in  the  cultivation  of  the  land ;  and 
he  believed  that  if  there  was  one  thing 
more  than  another  to  which  exception 
might  be  taken  in  the  interests  of  the 
oonsumers  and  producers  of   Ireland  it 
was   the    Ulster    tenant  right  custom. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to 
speak  of  the  Ulster  tenant  right  custom 
in  strong  terms  of  reprobation ;  and  now 
that  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
had  the  courage  to  throw  over  all  the 
opinions  expressed  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, he  suggested  that  there  were  dif- 
ferences between  the  present  Bill  and 
that  of  last  year.    If  any  fair  person 
examined  the  Bill  he  would  find  that  the 
substance  of  it  was  the  same  as  that  of 
the  measure  of  last  year,  and  that  if  the 
Bill  of  last  year  unsettled  the  Land  Act 
of  1870  this  Bill  did  exactly  the  same 
thing.     Now,  with  all  due  respect  to  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  he  did  not 
think  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man was  right  in  the  criticism  he  had 
bestowed  on  the  present  Bill,  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  last  year.     It  was 
the  same  as  the  Bill  of  last  year ;  and 
he  would  like  to  know  why  there  was  an 
indication  given  that  the  Government 
woold  not  give  their  consent    to    the 
2nd  clause  of  the  Bill — the  most  im- 
portant part  of  it  ?    If  Her  Majesty's 
U-ovemment  intended  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind,  he  thought  it  would  have  beon 
far  more  reasonable  for  them  to  have 
boldly  declared  that  they  did  not  intend 
to  give  their  consent  to  the  passing  of 
the  Bill.     He  trusted  that  from  the  fair 
statement  which  they  had  heard  from 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  that 
when  the  constituencies  became  alive  to 
what  was  really  intended  to  be  done  in 
Committee,  they  would  find  that  the  Go- 
Temment  had  made  as  much  advance  in 
tenant  right  education  in  a  fortnight  as 
they  had  advanced  from  1870  to  the  pre- 
sent time.     He  must  say  that  there  had 
been  a    g^eat   advance  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  on  this  question.      They 
had   had    a    concession    on    the    part 
of  both  front  Benches  that  the  Ulster 
tmantright    custom    was  a    wise  and 
beneficial  custom,    which  was    to    the 
interests  alike  of  landlord  and  tenant. 
They  had  had  the  concession  made  that 
the  Land  Act  was  not  final,  and  that  the 
time  had  now  come  when  they   should 
azamine  and  correct  that  Act,  and  when 
what  was  intended  to  be  the  true  pur- 


pose of  the  Act  should  be  carried  out 
throughout   the  entire  of  Ireland.     It 
would   never  be  permitted   tliat  there 
should  exist  an  exceptional  law  for  the 
North  of  Ireland,  and  another  for  the 
South  and  West  of  Ireland.     They  were 
the  subjects  of  one  Sovereign  and  the 
subjects  of    one  Empire  ;    and,  under 
these    circumstances,    he    thought    no- 
thing could  be   more   disadvantageous 
to  the  interests  of  peace  and  order  in 
Ireland  than  that  there  should  be  one 
class  of  legislation  for  the  Protestant 
portion  of  the  country  and  another  for 
the  Catholic  portion.     He  was  sure  that 
Her    Majesty's    Government,    notwith- 
standing the  utterance  of  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary, would  never  sanction  any  such 
principle.     Under  the  circumstances,  he 
thought  they  had  good  reason  to  be  well 
satisfied   with  that  day's  proceedings. 
It  was  perfectly  manifest  that  it  only  re- 
quired a  proper  degree  of  force  to  be 
applied  to  induce   Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  do  what  it  had  been  said 
they  were  willing  to  do.    That  influence 
had  been  so  well  applied  in  the  North 
of  Ireland    that  the   Government  had 
conceded  the  two  important  provisions 
of    the  Bill  —  the  legalization  of  the 
tenant  right  custom,    as    well    as    the 
alteration  of  the  presumption  of  proof 
in   respect  of  the  custom.      He  hoped 
that  when  Parliament  met  they  would 
find  as  the  result  of  the  elections  a  Con- 
servative Government  even  more  willing 
to  listen  to  reason  on  this  still  more  im- 
portant mission  affecting  the  Irish  ten- 
antry— the  Land  Question.     He  trusted 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government,  having 
recognized  the  importance  of  the  Bill, 
would  take  care  that  an  early  oppor- 
tunity was  afforded  for  its  due  considera- 
tion in  Committee,  and  that  they  would 
use  their  influence  in  '*  another  place" 
to  secure  that  it  should  become  law  this 
Session. 

Major  NOLAN  said,  if  the  Govern- 
ment gave  an  early  day  for  the  Com- 
mittee and  pushed  the  Bill  through  its 
remaining  stages  in  that  House,  and 
also  facilitated  its  passing  in  **  another 
place,"  it  would  be  a  useful  measure  to 
the  tenants  of  the  North  of  Ireland ; 
but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they  were 
simply  content  with  allowing  the  second 
reading  to  pass,  the  Bill  would  be  chiefly 
useful  to  hon.  Members  and  noble  Lords 
opposite  at  the  General  Election.  But 
he  should  think  that  the  tenants  of  thu 
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North  of  Ireland  would  be  sharp  enough 
to  judge  the  Government  entirely  by  the 
result.  If  the  Bill  should  pass  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  then  the  Govern- 
ment would  have  shown  they  were  in 
earnest  that  day.  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  in  a  rather  playful  way, 
badgered  the  hon.  Member  for  Dun- 
gannon  (Mr.  T.  A.  Dickson),  and  seemed 
to  say  that  he  would  wish  that  the  Bill 
should  not  pass.  But  he  would  remind 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Dungannon 
had  shown  a  most  hearty  desire  to  pass 
nearly  every  Land  Bill  which  had  been 
brought  into  the  House,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  the  charge  came  very  gprace- 
fuUy  from  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  He  had  risen  to  explain 
the  defeat  of  many  Land  Bills,  and  he 
had  done  it  very  well ;  but  to  bring  ac- 
cusations of  that  kind  against  Members 
on  the  Liberal  side  of  the  House,  when 
they  had  always  shown  themselves 
anxious  to  make  every  sacrifice  to  fur- 
ther that  movement,  he  thought  fore- 
shadowed a  near  approach  to  a  General 
Election.  The  electors  must  have  re- 
cognized that  when  they  brought  in 
good  Bills  dealing  with  the  West  of  Ire- 
land and  the  South  of  Ireland  on  this 
subject  they  had  received  little  support 
from  the  Government  side  of  the  House. 
On  the  other  hand,  they  on  the  Liberal 
side  had  returned  g^od  for  evil,  and  al- 
ways gave  a  fair  amount  of  support  to 
Northern  Members  when  they  had 
brought  forward  measures  to  deal  with 
this  question ;  and  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  they,  had  on  the  Liberal  side 
of  the  House  about  twice  the  number  to 
what  there  was  on  the  other  side ;  and, 
therefore,  there  had  been  a  proportion  of 
two  to  one  who  had  done  what  they 
could  to  get  the  Bill  passed.  He  did 
not  anticipate  that  the  Government 
would  bring  in  a  large  measure  this 
Parliament  for  the  South  and  West  of 
Ireland ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
really  hoped  they  would  push  forward 
this  Bill,  and  give  facilities  for  the  pass* 
ing  of  the  Bill.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  shown  that  he 
was  in  earnest  in  the  matter,  for  he  had 
chosen  a  good  Wednesday,  and  he  hoped 
the  GK)vemment  would  give  complete 
facilities  for  the  passing  of  the  measure. 
Mb.  GALLAN  had  hoped  that  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Monaghan 
(Sir  John  Leslie),  who  he  saw  in  his 
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place,  would  have  availed  himself  of  the 
opportunity  to  do  penance,  at  least,  lo 
far  as  to  retract  the  hostile  observatioiLS 
which  he  made  against  the  Bill  last  year, 
and  thus  have  obviated  the   suspicicHi 
which  arose  that  time,  particularlj  the 
present,  when  rumours  were  abroad  oi  a 
Dissolution,  worked  wonders.     He  con- 
gratulated the  Attorney  General  for  Ire> 
land,  and  also  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  late  Attorney  Oeneral  (Mr. 
Law),  upon  the  great  advance  that  had 
taken  place  in  their  political  opinions  on 
the  Land  Question.     To  find  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  not  only  not 
opposing,   but  speaking  in    support  of 
such  a  Bill  as  that  under  consideration, 
was  a  feature  of  the  times ;  and  it  was 
a  matter  of  g^eat  hope  and  promise  to 
the  Irish  tenants  that  the  future  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  under  a  Liberal 
Government  should  also  hare  spoken  in 
an  equally  favourable  spirit  of  the  case 
of  the  Irish  tenants.     He  was  surprised, 
however,  at  the  speech  of  the  Attomej 
General  for  Ireland,  who  sought  to  es- 
cape from  a  charge  of  inconsistency  on 
the  ground  that  there  had  been  a  change 
made  in  the  Bill.    But  he  found  that  in 
the  enacting  clauses  of  the  measure  no 
change  whatever  had  been  made  except 
in  the  Preamble  of  the  Bill.  The  Ulster 
tenant  right  custom  was  this  year  de- 
scribed as — 

''  The  usages  prevalent  in  the  ProTinoe  ol 
Ulster  which  are  known  and  included  undsr 
the  denomination  of  the  Ulster  Tenant  Bigiht 
Custom,  and  the  legality  of  which  was  estab- 
lished by  the  Landlord  and  Tenant  (Ireland) 
Act,  1870." 

But  that  was  a  mere  difference  of 
phraseology;  and  he  thought,  if  thej 
were  paying  for  it  in  the  form  of  a  tele- 
gram, they  would  adopt  the  shorter 
title.  The  object  was  to  compel  the  bad 
landlords  of  Ulster — of  whom  he  was  sony 
to  say  there  were  so  many  specimens  in 
the  present  Parliament — ^to  do  what  the 
good  landlords  did,  such  as  those  who 
had  done  so  much  for  the  counties  of 
Down  and  Donegal.  He  cong^tulaled 
the  Government  and  the  Attorney 
General  on  having,  by  their  attitude, 
repudiated  the  action  of  their  supporten 
the  other  day.  The  Government  showed 
by  the  Bill  that  they  were  in  favour  of 
the  claims  of  the  Ulster  tenants,  in 
favour  of  which  a  meeting  was  held  the 
other  day  in  County  Armagh,  whm  it 
was  assailed  by  an  Orange  mob.    The 
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hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  TMr.  P. 
Martin)  had  described  the  Chiei  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  as  the  principal  oppo- 
nent of  the  Bill  last  year.  Now,  that 
speech  did  not  make  the  same  impres- 
sion on  his  mind.  The  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Monaghan  (Sir  John 
Leslie)  had  stated  last  year  that  he  re- 
garded that  Bill  as  designed  to  destroy 
the  rights  of  the  tenants  of  Ulster. 
Last  year  he  moved  the  rejection  of  the 
Bill  on  that  g^und.  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Warwickshire  (Mr.  New- 
degate)  had  been  in  the  House,  he  would 
have  said  that  was  language  which  he 
might  have  used  towards  the  Jesuits. 
[Coming  to  the  question  of  the  abolition 
of  the  office  rules,  the  hon.  Member 
read  extracts  from  them,  and  pointed 
out  some  of  an  exceptionally  objection- 
able character,  such  as  the  one  requiring 
that  a  couple  should  get  the  written 
consent  of  the  landlord  before  they  could 
get  married.]  He  had  opposed  the  2nd 
clause,  because  he  said  that  it  claimed 
the  right  for  the  tenant,  not  only  to  sell 
what  was  his  own,  but  also  to  sell  what 
was  the  property  of  another,  and  the 
hon.  Baronet  said  he  had  opposed  it  on 
the  ground  that  it  ''legalized  theft." 
Now,  surely  on  this  occasion  the  hon. 
Baronet  would  not  neglect  his  duty,  and 
Tote  for  a  Bill  which  ''legalized  theft." 

Mb.  MAOABTNEY  rose  to  speak, 
when 

Mb.  SPEAKEB  pointed  out  that  the 
hon.  Member  had  already  exhausted  his 
light  of  speaking. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  Tu$eday  13th  April. 

ROAD  DEBTS  ON  ENTAILED  ESTATES 

(SCOTLAND)  BILL— [Bill  96.] 

{Cohnel   Drummond   Morat/f    Sir    William 

Edmonttone.) 

SSCOKD  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time.'' — {Colonel  Drummond  Horay.) 

OnzBAL  Sib  GEOBGE  BALFGUE 
said,  he  had  no  desire  to  oppose  the 
measure ;  but,  as  it  had  only  been  dcli- 
▼ered  that  morning,  and  being  very  ob- 
■carely  expressed,  he  would  like  to  bo 
infunued  what  was  its  object  ? 


Colonel  DRUMMOND  MORAY  said, 
the  object  of  the  Bill  was  simply  to  put 
the  roads  and  bridges  which  were  made 
prior  to  the  Roads  and  Bridges  Act  of 
1831  on  the  same  footing  as  those  which 
were  made  subsequently  to  the  passing 
of  that  Act.  In  many  districts  of  Scot- 
land, especially  in  thinly-populated  parts, 
the  proprietors  of  land  through  which 
turnpike  roads  were  made  gave  their 
personal  security  to  the  parties  who  pro- 
vided the  necessary  funds.  The  making 
of  roads  was  a  public  benefit,  as  well  as 
a  benefit  to  the  proprietor ;  and  as  long 
as  tolls  continued  no  occasion  had  arisen 
for  any  claim  being  made  on  those  who 
had  guaranteed  the  money.  Since,  how- 
ever, the  passing  of  the  Road  Act  1H78, 
it  had  happened  in  numerous  instances 
that  the  Debt  Commissioners  treated  the 
debt  as  only  about  one-half,  and  had 
called  upon  those  who  had  guaranteed 
the  money  to  make  the  same  good. 
Where  an  estate  was  held  in  fee  simple, 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  proprietor  to 
borrow  money  and  charge  it  on  the  es- 
tate ;  but,  according  to  the  Act  of  1878, 
that  could  not  be  done  on  entailed  estates 
for  such  roads  and  bridges  as  had  been 
made  prior  to  1 83 1 .  It  was  only,  there- 
fore, to  put  roads  and  bridges  made  prior 
to  1831  on  the  same  footing  as  tnose 
made  subsequently  that  the  present  Bill 
had  been  brought  forward. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow, 

MO  TI  ONS, 


IRISH  CHURCH  ACT  (1869)  AlilEND- 
MENT  BILL. 

LEAVE.      FIRST   BEADING. 

Mr.  PLUNKET  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  ''The  Irish 
Church  Act,  1869,"  and  to  provide  fur- 
ther compensation  to  certain  persons 
being  priests  and  deacons  of  the  late 
Established  Church  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  chamberlain  said,  he  did 
not  think  it  was  reasonable  for  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  to  expect  that 
leave  should  be  given  to  introduce  the 
Bill  without  some  explanation  of  its 
provisions.  He  should  feel  inclined  to 
oppose  the  Motion  unless  some  such  ex- 
planation was  offered. 


275       IrUh  Church  Act  (1869)       {COMMONS! 


AfMndment  Bill, 


276 


Mr.  PLUNKET  said,  he  did  not  | 
make  any  statement,  because  it  was 
practically  the  same  Bill  which  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  explaining  to  the 
House  last  year,  and  which  was  then 
printed  and  circulated.  He  had  another 
reason,  and  that  was  the  very  unusual 
course  pursued,  under  such  circumstances, 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr. 
Rylands),  of  putting  down  a  Notice  of 
opposition  to  the  introduction  of  this 
Bill.  The  Bill  did  not  in  any  way  chal- 
lenge or  reverse  the  policy  of  the  Act  of 
1869,  or  confer  any  endowment  on  the 
Irish  Church.  It  simply  sought  to  deal 
with  the  cases  of  certain  individual  cler- 
gymen, who  had  been  subjected  to  a 
serious  wrong  under  the  provisions  of 
that  Act.  It  proposed  that  curates  and 
incumbents  who  had  thus  suffered  should 
receive  compensation.  Those  men,  whose 
case  he  stood  there  to  advocate,  had  suf- 
fered a  very  serious  and  grievous  personal 
wrong — as  great  as  any  personal  wrong 
could  be — and  this  Bill  simply  proposed 
to  do  an  act  of  justice  and  of  charity  to 
them.  It  was  right  to  explain  that  the 
clergy  of  the  Irish  Church  who  had 
joined  it  subsequent  to  the  time  when 
the  Act  of  1869  came  into  force  would 
receive  no  advantage  whatever  under  its 
provisions.  The  principle  of  the  Bill 
had  already  been  approved  by  many 
hon.  Members  sitting  on  both  sides  of  the 
House ;  and  he  thought  it  a  very  serious 
thing  that  English  Members  should  show 
a  disposition  to  oppose  or  talk  out  a  mea- 
sure of  this  nature,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  repair  groat  personal  injury  done 
to  men  who,  when  they  joined  the  Irish 
Church,  thought  it  *'  within  the  range  of 
practical  politics"  that  they  would  bo 
sure  of  a  small  but  decent  livelihood,  and 
of  the  means  of  respectably  support- 
ing their  families.  This  Bill  would 
simply  enable  them  to  bring  their  claims 
before  the  Commissioners  of  the  Irish 
Church  Fund,  out  of  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  already  devoted  large  sums 
for  the  purpose  of  developing  Interme- 
diate and  University  Education  in  Ire- 
land, and  recently  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  distress  in  that  country.  For 
several  reasons  he  did  not  resist  the 
Government  proposal  to  appropriate  the 
Churt^h  Sur]>lus  to  these  objects ;  but  ho 
thought  tliere  could  bo  no  objection  to 
a  small  portion  of  the  surplus  —  say, 
£200,000  or  £300,000— being  now  ap- 
plied to  the  puriK)sG8  to  which  ho  had 


referred.  He  oould  not  help  again  sav- 
ing that  he  regretted  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers, before  his  Bill  had  been  printed 
and  circulated,  should  have  ondertaken 
to  oppose  it.  It  was  necessary,  in  order 
to  relieve  hardship  of  the  g^reatest  se- 
verity— but,  certainly,  unintentional  se- 
verity— consequent  on  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1869;  and,  as  a  matter  of  fair 
play  and  justice,  he  hoped  to  be  allowed 
the  opportunity  on  another  occasion  of 
laying  the  case  fully  before  the  House. 

Mb.  SYNAN  said,  he  did  not  think 
the  House  should  refuse  to  extend  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  usual 
courtesy  of  allowing  him  to  introduce 
his  Bill;  but  he  gave  him  Notice  that 
there  was  no  promise  thereby  imiJied 
on  his  part  to  support,  directly  or  mdi- 
rectly,  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
He  was  thoroughly  aware  of  the  facts  of 
the  case,  and  also  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  proposed  to  relieve 
a  number  of  the  clergy  of  the  Disestab- 
lished Church  of  Ireland.  When  the 
BeUef  of  Distress  (Ireland)  Bill  was  be- 
fore the  House,  he  pointed  out  that  it 
would  be  a  waste  of  ^e  Surplus  Fund 
to  devote  it  to  any  such  purpose ;  and 
he  was  afraid  that  if  it  were  encroached 
upon  for  the  purposes  of  this  Bill  it 
would  be  still  further  wasted. 

Mb.  DILLWYN  also  urged  that  the 
House  should  allow  the  Bill  to  be  intro- 
duced; but  he  thought  its  provisions 
would  need  careful  scrutiny. 

Major  NOLAN  thought  that  if  the 
cases  of  those  clergy  who  had  suffered 
from  the  disestablishment  of  the  Chuith 
had  been  brought  before  the  House  in  a 
Eesolution  instead  of  in  a  Bill,  as  in- 
tended, the  House  would  be  mudi  m<»s 
desirous  of  acting  generously  to  those 
men  who  had  sustained  injury ;  but  his 
opinion  was  that,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  they  had  received  no  serious  in- 
jurv.  It  was  most  unusual  to  oppose  a 
Bill  on  its  first  reading ;  and  he  noped, 
therefore,  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber's Bill  would  be  allowed  to  be  read. 

General  Sir  GEOEGE  BALFOUB 
thought  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber who  had  charge  of  the  Bill  was  an 
ornament  to  the  House,  and  a  fair  op- 
ponent ought  to  be  allowed  to  have 
it  read  a  first  time.  At  the  same 
time,  ho  did  not  remember  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member,  who  now  showed 
such  solicitude  for  the  Irish  diseetab- 
libliod  clergy,  had  ever  stood  up  in  the 
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interests  of  those  poor  unfortunate  mili- 
tary officers  who,  on  the  plea  of  making 
openings  for  the  advancement  of  officers 
in  the  Army,  had  been  dismissed  the 
Service,  and  had  their  professional 
hopes  destroyed,  without  compensation 
for  their  losses,  though  done  for  the 
efficiency  of  others,  in  order  to  secure 
such  a  flow  of  promotion  as  would  main- 
tain the  Army  in  a  state  of  efficiency. 
He  hoped  that  in  future  the  hon.  and 
leamea  Member  would  be  found  sup- 
porting the  claims  of  those  officers,  who 
were  quite  as  much  entitled  to  compen- 
sation as  those  clergymen  who  had  al- 
ready been  liberally  rewarded. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAURICE 
said,  he  did  not  agpree  with  the  hon.  and 
ffallant  Member  for  Gal  way  (Major 
Nolan),  when  he  said  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  the  University  of 
Dublin  was  entitled  to  have  his  Bill  read 
a  first  time  without  any  explanation  of 
any  sort.  He  had  no  wish  to  prevent 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  from  pro- 
ceeding with  his  Bill ;  but  he  wished  to 
point  out  that  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Galway  were 
not  oased  upon  precedents  of  that 
House. 

Mb.  OHAMBEELAIN  protested 
against  the  doctrine  that  a  Member  was 
jguilty  of  any  discourtesy  in  opposing  a 
Bill  on  the  first  reading.  Ho  did  not 
wish  to  oppose  the  Bill ;  but  as  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Burnley  (Mr. 
Hylands)  had  a  Notice  of  opposition  to 
it  on  the  Paper  he  thought  some  expla- 
nation of  its  objects  was  advisable. 

Mb.  SHAW  desired  to  impress  on  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  that  if  this 
Bill  should  reach  another  stage  it  would 
be  desirable  that  he  should  place  before 
the  House  some  more  definite  statement 
than  he  had  done.  For  his  part,  he  did 
not  feel  in  a  position  to  say  that  he 
would  oppose  the  Bill  on  the  next  stage, 
because  ne  was  aware  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  persons  in  Ireland  thought  they 
had  a  g^evance  in  this  matter,  and  they 
referred  especially  to  some  fund  whicli 
ih^  said  belonged  rightly  to  them,  but 
which,  in  the  confusion  of  Disestablish- 
ment, was  laid  hold  of,  and  they  had 
never  been  able  to  recover  it. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

BUI  to  amend  "The  Irwh  Church  Act,  1869." 
and  to  provide  further  coTn]>en8ation  to  certain 
being  priutttii  and  deacons  of  the  kite 


Established  Church  of  Ireland,  ordered  to  bo 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Plunket,  Sir  Authur 
Guinness,  Mr.  Maurice  Brooks,  Mr.  Ewart, 
and  Mr.  Kayanagh. 

Wiilpretentedf  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  100.] 

CENSUS   (IRELAND)   BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  James  Lowther,  Bill  for 
taking  the  Census  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Jambs  Lowther  and  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland. 

Jii\\pre$ent€dy  and  road  the  first  time.  [Bill  101 .] 

House  adjourned  at  Four  o'clock. 


HOUSE      OF      LOEDS, 
Thunday,  4th  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.]— Public  Bills— Second  Seadituf^ 
Settled  Land  (14) ;  Conveyancing  and  Law 
of  Property  ♦h6). 

Committee— Rehot  of  Distress  (Ireland)  (19.26). 

SETTLED  LAND  BILL— (No.  U.) 
{The  Lord  Chancellor,) 

SECOND  READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

Moved,  **That  the  Bill  be  nowread  2*." 
— {The  Lord  Chancellor.) 

Lord  0*  HAG  AN  cordially  supported 
the  second  reading.  He  thought 
that  the  powers  given  to  limited  own- 
ers bv  the  measure  were  very  desir- 
able, but  that  means  should  be  given  for 
having  them  exercised  in  the  cheapest 
manner.  He  hoped  that  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  on  the  Woolsack  would 
see  his  way  to  placing  existing  settle- 
ments in  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  on  the  same  footing  as  future  settle- 
ments, as  far  as  existing  interests  would 
permit  of  that  being  done.  There  was 
an  objection  to  going  to  the  Court  of 
Chancery  when  that  process  could  be 
avoided.  The  system  of  settlements  re- 
quired to  bo  carefully  considered. 

TuE  Marquess  of  BATH  reminded 
the  House  that  the  object  of  settlements 
was  to  preserve  estates  intact  and  to  di- 
rect the  course  of  the  inheritance.  The 
restrictions  imposed  upon  the  life- owners 
for  that  purpose  were  usually  those 
which  a  prudent  owner  would  impose 
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upon  himself.  It  was  true  that  in  the 
old  settlements  there  were  clauses  which 
would  prevent  the  management  of  estates 
in  accordance  with  the  present  system 
of  farming ;  but  those  restrictions  were 
nullified  by  means  of  modern  Acts  of 
Parliament.  Persons  who  had  property 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  towns  where 
there  was  an  increased  demand  for  build- 
ing ground,  and  also  persons  who  had  to 
do  with  certain  descriptions  of  waste 
lands,  might  find  themselves  hampered 
by  the  restrictions  contained  in  settle- 
ments ;  but  these  were  exceptional  cases. 
Extravagant  life -owners  and  limited 
owners  who  desired  to  divert  the  pro- 
perty from  the  succession  in  which  it  was 
entailed  also  objected  to  those  restric- 
tions. The  real  reason  why  more  money 
was  not  laid  out  on  land  was  that  the 
investment  was  not  in  itself  remunera- 
tive in  regard  to  landed  estates.  During 
the  20  years  previous  to  1875  there  had 
been  a  competition  for  land,  and  under 
that  competition  rents  had  increased  to 
an  amount  higher  than  had  been  at- 
tained before.  To  meet  that  increase 
of  rents  buildings  had  been  erected,  and 
work  carried  through,  which  had  proved 
unremunerative.  The  error  that  was  at 
the  base  of  the  arguments  of  those  who 
advocated  the  abolition  of  settlement  was 
that  they  did  not  take  account  of  the  fact 
that  any  system  but  that  which  made 
outlay  remunerative  must  result  in  the 
deterioration  of  the  estate.  With  re- 
ference to  the  Bill,  there  really  was  no 
power  and  no  privilege  conferred  by  it 
of  any  importance  that  was  of  value  to 
a  prudent  owner  which  a  prudent  owner 
did  not  already  possess  with  one  or  two 
exceptions.  There  was  a  slight  advan- 
tage in  the  leasing  powers.  But  the  Bill 
conferred  a  most  dangerous  power  on  a 
life-owner,  who  had  not  the  interest  of 
the  estate  at  heart,  by  enabling  him  to 
sell  property  for  the  so-called  improve- 
ment of  the  estate.  It  allowed,  in  that 
respect,  an  expenditure  out  of  capital  for 
what  ought  to  be  defrayed  out  of  in- 
come. Such  a  power  would  cause  the 
deterioration  of  the  settled  property  and 
its  eventual  destruction.  Repairs  ought 
to  be  paid  for  out  of  income  ;  but  if  this 
Bill  passed  a  life  tenantjwould  be  tempted 
to  neglect  the  ordinary  repairs,  and 
make  use  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the 
Bill  to  rebuild  and  do  afresh  the  work 
which  would  not  be  required  to  be  done 
at  all  had  they  been  properly  attended  to. 

H^  Marquee  of  Bath 


At  the  present  time,  the  life-owner  had 
very  considerable  powers  for  the  main- 
tenance and  improvement  of  his  estate. 
He  might  obtain  money  from  the  In- 
closure  Commissioners,  and  lay  it  out  for 
the  benefit  of  the  property.  His  pro- 
ceedings in  that  respect  were  checked 
in  two  ways — in  the  first  place,  by  the 
check  that  he  had  to  re-paj  both  prio- 
cipal  and  interest  by  an  annuity ;  and, 
secondly,  by  the  sanction  of  the  Inclo- 
sure  Commissioners  being  required,  who. 
although  they  did  not  exercise  such  a 
close  supervision  as  would  be  desir- 
able, yet  did,  to  a  certain  extent,  check 
unnecessary  expenditure.  An  advan- 
tage of  the  present  system  was  that  the 
successor  to  the  estate,  however  bur- 
dened it  might  be  for  the  present,  would 
find  it  eventually  free  and  clear;  whereas, 
under  this  Bill,  the  change  would  be 
permanent.  Instead  of  capital  not  being 
laid  out  in  land  now,  the  real  evil  was 
that  it  was  laid  out  in  an  unremune- 
rative manner.  But  the  power  in  the 
Bill  which  was  the  most  dangerous  was 
the  power  of  sale  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  improvements  which  would  not 
bo  permanent,  though  the  charge  for 
making  them  would  be  so.  Buildings, 
after  a  certain  number  of  years,  either 
perished  altogether  or  required  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  outlay  to  prevoit 
them  from  depreciating.  In  the  case  of 
drainage,  a  large  outlay  was  necessary 
for  renewals.  He  thought  there  woald 
be  a  very  improper  use  of  the  powers 
referring  to  improvements,  and  this  im- 
proper use  was  very  inefficiently  guarded 
against.  Fourteen  days'  notice  only  was 
to  be  given  to  the  trustees.  The  trustees 
would  know  nothing  of  the  property,  and 
would  have  to  consult  their  aoUdtor  and 
the  next  heir.  They  had  no  personal  in- 
terest in  the  matter  themselves;  and  tlis 
next  heir,  when  he  heard  of  the  proceed- 
ings, might  not  be  in  a  position  to  resist 
their  fulfilment.  A  little  further  <m  ia 
the  Bill,  by  Clause  19,  a  mortgagee 
was  not  obliged  to  inquire  whether  the 
money  advanced  on  the  mortgase  was 
required  or  used  for  the  purpose.  It  was 
sufiicient  for  him  to  advance  the  mens/ 
to  the  tenant  for  life,  who  simply  brought 
this  Bill  as  a  justification  of  borrowing. 
The  mortgage  was  good,  whatever  was 
done  with  the  capital  afterwards.  By 
Clauses  45  and  51  safeguards  were  pro- 
vided ;  but  by  the  last  paragraph  in  Doth 
these  clauses  it  was  distinctly  stated  that 
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the  purchaser  was  not  prejudiced  if  the 
required  measures  had  not  been  taken. 
The  purchaser  had  neither  to  inquire 
whether  the  trustees  or  the  Court  had 
giyen  their  sanction,  or  whether  any  of 
the  conditions  required  had  been  com- 
plied with.  The  only  value  of  the  safe- 
g^uards  provided  was  against  fraud,  and 
if  they  were  not  valid  against  fraud  they 
were  of  no  value  whatever.  If  settled 
estates  were  bad  let  them  be  got  rid 
of ;  but  he  objected  to  alterations  that, 
under  the  name  of  improvements,  would 
BO  increase  the  evils  complained  of  as  to 
render  their  complete  abolition  before 
long  necessary.  There  were  other  points, 
Buch  as  the  provisions  as  to  the  sale  of 
a  reversionary  interest,  and  the  powers 
intrusted  to  persons  having  a  limited 
interest,  to  which  he  should  have  liked 
to  call  attention ;  but  these  wotdd 
naturally  come  forward  in  Committee. 
The  main  objection  he  had  to  the  Bill 
was  that  it  admitted  a  grievance  to 
which  it  applied  no  remedy.  It  spread 
further  a  grievance  for  which  it  pro- 
fessed to  apply  a  remedy ;  and  its  effect 
would  be  to  impoverish  settled  estates. 

Lord  WAVENEY  said,  this  was  not 
the  stage  on  which  to  discuss  details. 
It  was  the  principle  of  the  Bill  they  had 
now  to  consider.  He  believed  that  prin- 
ciple to  be  a  good  one.  It  proposed  a 
short  and  ready  way  to  the  point  at 
which  they  were  aiming — the  improve- 
ment and  better  cultivation  of  land — and 
provided  a  means  of  meeting  the  state 
of  things  which  the  change  m  agricul- 
tural affairs  had  brought  about. 

The  Eabl  of  ONSLOW  failed  to  dis- 
cover in  the  Bill  the  dangers  to  which 
his  noble  Friend  (the  Marquess  of  Bath) 
had  referred.  He  found  no  clause  in 
the  Bill  enabling  the  tenant  for  life  to 
fritter  away  the  property  that  had  de- 
Bcended  to  him  fix>m  his  ancestors.  On 
the  contrary,  the  tendency  of  the  whole 
measure  was  in  quite  an  opposite  direc- 
tion, contemplating  and  putting  forward 
safeguards  for  lasting  and  permanent 
improvement.  Perhaps  the  only  details 
in  the  matter  of  improvements  to  which 
he  felt  inclined  to  take  exception  was 
the  planting  of  trees  which  the  tenant 
for  life  might  cut  down.  On  the  whole, 
ho  gave  his  support  to  the  Bill,  though 
some  of  the  clauses  did  not  go  so  far  as 
he  should  like  to  see  them. 

Lord  CARINGTON  thought  that  tliey 
were  to  be  congratulated  on  the  fact  that 


this  Bill  had  been  introduced  in  their 
Lordships'  House,  which  was  so  largely 
composed  of  landowners,  and  also  that 
it  was  not  regarded  with  dismay  by  that 
Assembly.  He  considered  that  the  exist- 
ing state  of  settlements  was  an  obstacle  to 
the  improvement  of  agricultural  land 
by  the  landowner,  and  to  beneficial  ex- 

fenditure  and  cultivation  by  the  tenant. 
t  made  the  sale  of  land  difiicult  and 
expensive,  and  made  registration  im- 
practicable .  The  system,  in  his  opinion, 
must  be  done  away  with  before  the  land 
could  be  transferred  to  the  purchaser 
with  a  clear  Parliamentary  title,  and  be- 
fore any  system  of  registration  could  be- 
come operative.  A  further  objection  to 
the  existing  system  was  the  fact  that  a 
tenant  for  life  could  not  sell  the  land 
without  the  consent  of  his  trustee,  and 
that  even  if  such  consent  was  obtained 
no  portion  of  the  proceeds  could  be  ap- 
plied to  the  improvement  of  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  estate.  The  Bill  now 
before  the  House  embodied  many  im- 
portant reforms ;  but  he  thought  it  did 
not  go  quite  far  enough  in  the  powers  it 
gave  to  the  tenant  for  life.  If  it  had  been 
suggested  before  the  Session  commenced 
that  the  Government  would  have  intro- 
duced a  Bill  of  this  kind  the  matter 
would  have  been  ridiculed;  and,  as  it 
was,  he  did  not  doubt  that  the  Bill  would 
be  looked  upon  with  distrust  and  dis- 
may. In  the  present  agricultural  de- 
pression, the  relief  that  had  been 
suggested  in  the  way  of  temporary 
reductions  and  return  of  rent,  of  reduc- 
ing the  pay  of  the  farm  labourer,  of  the 
abolition  of  the  Game  Laws,  and  the 
proposals  that  landowners  should  out 
down  their  own  personal  expenses,  ap- 
peared to  be  of  no  practical  value ;  and 
he  thought  that  a  great  opportunity  had 
been  allowed  to  pass  in  which  a  system 
of  registration  might  have  been  intro- 
duced to  advantage.  Many  of  the  set- 
tled estates  of  this  country  were  larger 
than  the  conditions  of  the  country  justi- 
fied. The  owners  were  unable  to  help 
the  tenants  to  get  as  much  out  of  the 
land  as  ought  to  be  got  out  of  it.  Dur- 
ing the  Recess  the  noble  Duke  the  Lord 
President,  in  a  speech  at  Chichester, 
said  that  those  who  condemned  the  Law 
of  Entoil  and  the  Law  of  Settlement 
were  bound  to  show  that  on  entailed  and 
settled  estates  ngriculture  was  worse,  the 
tenants  more  discontented,  and  the 
labourers  were   paid  a  lower  rate   of 
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increase  of  the  amountof  land  in  the  coun- 
try which  was  not  under  settlement,  and 
for  throwing  the  influence  of  the  law,  if 
he  might  so  say,  in  favour  of  securing 
to  the  actual  present  owner  the  free  and 
unfettered  use  of  his  land.  He  believed 
it  was  admitted  that  two-thirds  of  the 
land  of  England  was  under  settlement. 
Settlements  were  not  created  by  the  law, 
but  by  the  lawyers;  and  the  question 
was  how  far  the  protection  of  the  law 
should  be  given  to  them.  This  and  the 
other  Bills  introduced  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack  were  un- 
doubted improvements  in  the  law,  and 
he  tendered  his  best  thanks  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  for  the  steps  he  proposed  to 
take,  because  they  were  in  the  right 
direction;  but,  still,  they  ought  not  to 
be  looked  upon  as  affording  a  full  and 
satisfactory  settlement  of  the  various 
questions  which  arose  in  the  present 
day  in  connection  with  the  Land  Laws, 
and  which  seemed  to  him  urgently  to 
demand  an  adequate  and  complete 
solution. 

LoKD  SELBOENE  said,  with  refer- 
ence to  sale,  what  he  understood  the 
Bill  to  do  was  to  put  every  estate  in 
the  same  position,  for  that  purpose,  as 
if  it  were  an  estate  in  fee  simple.  The 
tenant  for  life  under  the  Bill  would 
always  have  a  power  of  sale.  The  Bill 
would  make  registration  a  simple  opera- 
tion if  the  Legislature  only  fulfilled  two 
conditons,  which  were  probably  indis- 
pensable conditions — namely,  to  make 
registration  compulsory,  and  to  provide 
sufficient  machinery — no  doubt,  at  con- 
siderable cost — for  carrying  it  into  effect 
by  district  registries  throughout  the 
Kingdom.  As  to  settlements,  ho  did  not 
desire  to  see  them  entirely  abolished; 
but  he  did  think  that  the  existing  law 
on  the  subject,  both  as  to  real  and  as  to 
personal  estate,  might  with  advantage  be 
revised. 

The  LOED  CHANCELLOE  said,  lie 
could  not  but  congratulate  their  Lord- 
ships U2)on  the  conversation  they  had 
heard  on  the  subject  of  this  Bill ;  all  the 
more  so,  as  it  had  been  conducted 
mainly  by  those  Members  of  the  House 
who  were  not  lawy(»rs,  but  who  brought 
to  bear  on  the  subject  the  fruits  of  thoir 
own  personal  ox2>erit!nce  with  regard  to 
the  possession  and  management  of  land, 
and  the  effect  of  the  present  law  on  tlio 
position  of  landed  estates.  He  was  glad 
to  say,  in  the  first  place,  with  regard  to 
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what  had  fallen  from  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  (Lord  Selbome),  that  he 
looked  upon  the  difference  made  in  this 
Bill  between  existing  and  future  aetde- 
ments  as  not  a  difference  of  yerj  great 
magnitude  in  itself;  and  the  reason  of 
the  difference  would,  on  the  whole,  com- 
mend itself  to  their  Lordships.  In  the 
first  place,  he  must  rather  demur  to  the 
idea  that  because  there  were  cases 
under  this  Bill  in  which  the  opinion  of 
the  Court,  or  the  assent  of  the  Court,  as 
it  was  called,  had  to  be  obtained,  that 
that  was  anything  like  the  institution  of 
a  lawsuit.  It  was  a  proceeding  in  which 
the  Court  of  Chancery  would  act,  not  in 
a  forensic  sense  so  much  as  in  an  ad- 
ministrative spirit.  The  Court  would 
act  generally  in  Chambers,  and  by  way 
of  performing  one  of  its  administratiTe 
functions,  a  great  many  of  which  were 
at  present  consigned  to  it.  The  difficulty 
with  regard  to  existinff  settlements  waa 
this.  In  the  case  of  niture  settlements 
the  Bill  proposed  that  the  opportunity 
should  be  given  to  the  trustees  of  op- 
position, which  was  to  be  referred  to  the 
Court.  If  the  trustees  made  no  objec- 
tion or  demur,  it  would  be  a  considerable 
security  that  the  proceeding  of  the  limited 
owner  was  correct.  But,  with  reference 
to  future  settlements,  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  those  who  executed  them  to 
appoint  trustees  who  were  qualified  to 
perform  the  duties  of  that  office  ;  but  it 
might  well  be,  in  the  case  of  existing 
settlements,  that  no  trustees  could  be 
found  qualified  to  perform  such  duties. 
With  regard  to  the  provision  of  the  Bill 
that  the  money  should  be  invested  upon 
proper  securities,  that  would  justify  the 
trustees  in  making  the  investment;  of 
course,  that  would  be  considered  a  per- 
manent investment,  under  future  settle- 
ments, because  it  was  property  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  tenant  for  life,  whose 
enjoyment  must,  in  the  nature  of  the 
case,  come  to  an  end.  But  it  would  not 
be  entirely  for  the  tenant  for  life  to  say 
whether  the  money  so  invested  should 
return  in  the  shape  of  land  during  his 
lifetime,  because  the  application  for  any 
other  puri)ose  was  to  be  made  on  the  re- 
quest of  the  tenant  for  life,  and  if  he  did 
not  make  the  request  the  money  would 
remain  as  it  was.  But  the  noble  Mar- 
quess (the  Marquess  of  Hipon)  entered 
into  a  much  larger  field;  he  was  pre- 
j  pared  to  advocate  a  complete  change  in 
the  law  with  regard  for  facilities  for 


285 


SeitUd 


IMabch  4, 1880  J 


Land  Bill. 


286 


out  great    deliberation.     They   needed 
legislation  on  practical,  not  theoretical 

Srinciples,  legislation  based  on  some 
efinite  scheme,  and  not  on  vague  gene- 
ralities ;  and  he  thought  it  was  desirable 
in  the  interest  of  the  country  that  in  the 
case  of  building  land,  as  much  as,  if 
not  more  than,  agricultural  land,  the 
owner  should  be  free  to  deal  with  the 
land  as  he  thought  right.  Especially 
should  he  have  the  power  of  sale ;  but 
the  present  Bill,  if  it  became  law,  would 
not  give  him  much  more  of  this  than  he 
possessed  at  the  present  moment. 

Lord  WENTWOETH  was  under- 
stood to  express  regret  that  as  regarded 
future  settlements  the  Bill  did  not  more 
largely  modify  the  powers  which  were 
usually  contained  in  settlements,  and 
which  tied  up  land  for  such  long  periods 
of  time. 

Lo&D  DENMAN  -said,  that  the  re- 
marks of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Went- 
worth)  who  had  just  spoken  would  be 
useful  in  Committee,  and  that  the  facts 
as  to  the  Whitmore  family  given  by  the 
noble  Baron  (Lord  Carington)  would 
make  everyone  who  heard  him  regret 
that  the  tenants  for  life  had  not  had  the 
same  power  as  their  successor,  the 
owner  m  fee,  had  had,  and  which  would 
have  been  conferred  upon  him  by  this 
Bill  if  it  had  passed  earlier. 

The  Eakl  of  POWIS  said,  he  thought 
advantage  might  be  taken  of  this  Bill 
to  prohibit  stipulations  by  testators  of 
compulsory  residence.  It  was  clearly 
ag^nst  public  policy  that  a  young  man 
should  be  prevented  from  going  into  the 
Army  or  Navy,  or  the  Diplomatic  Ser- 
Tioe,  by  an  obligation  to  reside  in  a  par- 
ticular place. 

VisoouHT  MIDLETON  contended  that 
the  powers  given  by  the  Bill  might  be 
found  only  to  warrant  temporary  invest- 
ments in  Consols,  and  that  limited  owners 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  sell  portions  of 
their  estates  and  to  invest  the  proceeds 
in  Oovemment  securities,  instead  of  being 
obliged  to  re-invest  it  in  land. 

The  Mabquess  of  HIPON  said,  that 
the  portion  of  the  Bill  which  was  in- 
tended to  enable  a  tenant  for  life  to 
sell  a  portion  of  his  settled  property  and 
InTCSt  the  proceeds  in  improving  and 
doing  justice  to  the  remainder  of  the 
estate  would  be  but  little  used  in  prac- 
tice. A  landowner  who  had  no  other 
means  but  his  land  would  often  find  it 
far  from  easy  to  avail  himself  of  some  of 


these  provisions;  and  he  therefore  trusted 
that  this  point  would  receive  the  full 
consideration  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl  who  had  charge  of  the  Bill.  No 
doubt,  improvements  were  possible  even 
under  the  existing  law;  but  he  recol- 
lected that  the  noble  Marquess  (the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury)  had,  in  1873, 
drawn  up  a  Report,  when  dealing  with 
this  question,  pointing  out  the  great 
difficulties  which  the  law  placed  in  the 
way  of  laying  out  money  for  the  improve- 
ment of  settled  estates.  A  tenant  for 
life  who  proposed  to  sell  a  portion  of  his 
estate  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
remainder  could  not  move,  even  under 
the  present  Bill,  until  the  Inclosure 
Commissioners  had  examined  the  pro- 
posed improvements  and  certified  them 
to  be  of  a  really  useful  character,  or 
until  the  Court  had  pronounced  that 
they  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  war- 
rant such  application  of  the  money.  But 
it  was  not  until  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  proposed  improvement  had  been 
completed  that  he  would  be  able  to 
obtain  the  certificate  of  the  Inclosure 
Commissioners,  and  to  ask  for  the  re- 
payment of  the  money  from  the  trustees, 
and  if  he  had  had  originally  no  other 
means  but  his  land  he  might  be  placed 
in  a  position  of  great  difficulty.  The 
Eeport  of  their  Lordships'  Committee  in 
1873  had  distinctly  shown  how  much 
landlords  disliked  going  to  a  public  office 
or  having  their  property  inspected  by  a 
surveyor  or  other  public  official.  He 
acknowledged  that  the  present  Bill 
effected  a  considerable  improvement,  in- 
asmuch as  formerly  the  supervision  of 
the  Commissioners  had  come  in  at  every 
stage  from  beginning  to  end.  But  he 
drew  attention  to  these  things  mainly  in 
order  to  remind  the  House  that  neither 
this  Bill  nor  any  other  Bill  could  convert 
a  limited  owner  into  an  unlimited  owner, 
or  give  the  owners  of  settled  land  the 
power  inherent  in  those  whose  land 
was  under  no  settlement ;  but  in  these 
times  of  agricultural  depression  it  was 
becoming  more  and  more  necessary 
that  the  management  and  cultivation 
of  land  should  be  conducted  on  com- 
mercial principles  —  that  persons  who 
had  to  deal  with  land  should  enjoy  the 
freedom  possessed  by  nil  man u fait un^rs 
and  persons  ongng('d  in  industrial  oi^ra- 
tions.  Ho  believed  the  time  hiul  ivino 
when  it  was  very  desirablo  to  tako 
reasonable  and  just  mea.^urtvs  lor  the 
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increase  of  the  amount  of  land  in  the  coun- 
try which  was  not  under  settlement,  and 
for  throwing  the  influence  of  the  law,  if 
he  might  so  say,  in  favour  of  securing 
to  the  actual  present  owner  the  free  and 
unfettered  use  of  his  land.  He  believed 
it  was  admitted  that  two-thirds  of  the 
land  of  England  was  under  settlement. 
Settlements  were  not  created  by  the  law, 
but  by  the  lawyers;  and  the  question 
was  how  far  the  protection  of  the  law 
should  be  given  to  them.  This  and  the 
other  Bills  introduced  by  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack  were  un- 
doubted improvements  in  the  law,  and 
he  tendered  his  best  thanks  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  for  the  steps  he  proposed  to 
take,  because  they  were  in  the  right 
direction ;  but,  still,  they  ought  not  to 
be  looked  upon  as  affording  a  full  and 
satisfactory  settlement  of   the  various 

Questions  which  arose  in  the  present 
ay  in  connection  with  the  Lana  Laws, 
and  which  seemed  to  him  urgently  to 
demand  an  adequate  and  complete 
solution. 

LoBD  SELBOENE  said,  with  refer- 
enco  to  sale,  what  he  understood  the 
Bill  to  do  was  to  put  every  estate  in 
the  same  position,  for  that  purpose,  as 
if  it  were  an  estate  in  fee  simple.  The 
tenant  for  life  under  the  Bill  would 
always  have  a  power  of  sale.  The  Bill 
would  make  registration  a  simple  opera- 
tion if  the  Legislature  only  fulfilled  two 
conditons,  which  were  probably  indis- 
pensable conditions — namelv,  to  make 
registration  compulsory,  ana  to  provide 
sufficient  machinery — no  doubt,  at  con- 
siderable cost — for  carrying  it  into  effect 
by  district  registries  throughout  the 
Kingdom.  As  to  settlements,  he  did  not 
desire  to  see  them  entirely  abolished; 
but  he  did  think  that  the  existing  law 
on  the  subject,  both  as  to  real  and  as  to 
personal  estate,  might  with  advantage  be 
revised 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said,  he 
could  not  but  congratulate  their  Lord- 
ships upon  the  conversation  they  had 
heard  on  the  subject  of  this  Bill ;  all  the 
more  so,  as  it  had  been  conducted 
mainly  by  those  Members  of  the  House 
who  were  not  lawyers,  but  who  brouglit 
to  bear  on  the  subject  the  fruits  of  tlieir 
own  personal  experience  with  regard  to 
the  possession  and  management  of  land, 
and  the  effect  of  the  present  law  on  the  \ 
position  of  landed  estates.  He  was  glad  \ 
to  say,  in  the  first  place,  with  regard  to  j 
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what  had  fallen  from  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  (Lord  Selbome),  that  he 
looked  upon  the  difference  made  in  this 
Bill  between  existing  and  fature  settle- 
ments as  not  a  difference  of  very  great 
magnitude  in  itself;  and  the  reason  of 
the  difference  would,  on  the  whole,  com- 
mend itself  to  their  Lordships.  In  the 
first  place,  he  must  rather  demur  to  the 
idea  that  because  there  were  cases 
under  this  Bill  in  which  the  opinion  of 
the  Court,  or  the  assent  of  the  Court,  u 
it  was  called,  had  to  be  obtained,  that 
that  was  anything  like  the  institution  of 
a  lawsuit.  It  was  a  proceeding  in  whidi 
the  Court  of  Chancery  would  act,  not  is 
a  forensic  sense  so  much  as  in  an  ad- 
ministrative  spirit.  The  Court  would 
act  generally  in  Chambers,  and  by  way 
of  performing  one  of  its  administrttiTe 
functions,  a  great  many  of  which  were 
at  present  consigned  to  it.  The  difficulty 
with  regard  to  existinff  settlements  wu 
this.  In  the  case  of  mture  settlements 
the  Bill  proposed  that  tiiie  opportunity 
should  be  pven  to  the  trustees  of  op- 
position, which  was  to  be  referred  to  the 
Court.  If  the  trustees  made  no  objec- 
tion or  demur,  it  would  be  a  oonsideniUs 
security  that  the  proceeding  of  the  limited 
owner  was  correct.  But,  with  referenot 
to  future  settlements,  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  those  who  executed  them  to 
appoint  trustees  who  were  qualified  to 
perform  the  duties  of  that  office  ;  but  it 
might  well  be,  in  the  case  of  ezistiiig 
settlements,  that  no  trustees  could  he 
found  qualified  to  perform  such  duties. 
With  regard  to  the  provision  of  the  BID 
that  the  money  should  be  invested  upon 
proper  securities,  that  would  justify  the 
trustees  in  making  the  investment;  of 
course,  that  would  be  considered  a  per- 
manent investment,  under  future  settle- 
ments, because  it  was  property  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  tenant  for  life,  whoss 
enjoyment  must,  in  the  nature  of  the 
case,  come  to  an  end.  But  it  would  not 
be  entirely  for  the  tenant  for  life  to  say 
whether  the  money  so  invested  should 
return  in  the  shape  of  land  during  his 
lifetime,  because  the  application  for  any 
other  ])urpose  was  to  be  made  on  the  re- 
quest of  the  tenant  for  Hfe,  and  if  he  did 
not  make  the  request  the  money  would 
remain  as  it  was.  But  the  noble  Mar- 
quess (the  Marquess  of  Hipon)  entered 
into  a  much  larger  field;  he  was  pre- 
pared  to  advocate  a  complete  change  in 
the  law  with  regard  for  facilities  for 
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Bettlinff  land.  He  could  only  Bay  that  if 
the  noble  Marquess  wished  to  bring  that 
question  before  the  House  in  the  proper 
lOTia  he  should  be  prepared  to  offer  his 
arguments  against  the  propositions  of 
the  noble  Marquess.  What  he  com- 
plained of  was  that  the  noble  Marquess 
should,  in  his  endeavours  to  cast  as 
much  odium  as  possible  on  settlements, 
endeavour  to  prove  that  it  was  quite  im- 
poflsible  to  make  settled  landed  pro- 
perty improvable,  and  that  the  provi- 
mons  of  this  Bill  were  so  difficult  of 
working  that  it  would  not  carry  out  the 
object  it  was  intended  to  meet.  These 
remarks  were  made  under  misapprehen- 
sion as  to  the  provisions  of  the  I3ill.  If 
it  suited  the  position  of  the  tenant  for 
life  he  might  make  improvements  with 
his  own  money,  and  obtain  a  certificate 
from  the  Inclosure  Commissioners  as  to 
the  amount  expended  and  the  propriety 
of  the  improvement,  and  he  might  ask 
to  be  recouped  out  of  the  funds  in  the 
hands  either  of  the  trustees  or  of  the 
Court.  If  that  was  not  convenient,  as 
in  all  cases  it  would  not  be,  he  was  to 
propose  to  the  Court  the  scheme  of  im- 
provement he  wished  to  make,  and  the 
Court  was  allow^  to  provide  for  pay- 
ment by  instalments;  so  that,  as  sec- 
tions of  the  work  were  executed,  he 
would  receive  money,  and  in  that  way 
the  arrangement  might  be  made  to  ac- 
commodate itself  to  whatever  was  most 
convenient  to  the  limited  owner.  With 
reference  to  the  statement  of  a  noble 
Earl  that  a  prudent  owner,  who  wanted 
to  improve  the  land,  could  not,  under 
the  Bill,  do  what  a  prudent  and  reason- 
able owner  in  fee  simple  would  do — 
namely,  spend  money,  make  the  im- 
provements, and  so  put  an  end  to  the 
matter — such  a  statement  was  founded 
on  a  fallacy.  Everything  turned  on  the 
words  "prudent"  and  "reasonable." 
If  limited  owners  could  bo  divided  into 
two  dasees— distinguishing  the  prudent 
and  reasonable  from  all  others — then  he 
might  be  able  to  introduce  into  the  Bill 
a  clause  providing  that  all  the  prudent 
and  reasonable  tenants  for  life  should 
not  be  required  to  give  notice  to  and 
aatisfV  the  Court  or  trustees,  but  should 
be  allowed  to  exercise  powers  absolutely. 
With  regard,  however,  to  the  limited 
owners  who  happened  not  to  be  prudent 
and  reasonable,  care  had  to  be  taken  to 
provide  checks  for  them.  The  whole 
speech  of  the  noble  Earl  was  based  on 

VOL.  CCLI.        [third  series.] 


the  fallacy  that  every  owner  for  life  was 
a  prudent  and  reasonable  man.  Another 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Carington)  had  said 
that  the  idea  of  the  Government  intro- 
ducing a  Bill  of  this  kind,  if  it  had  been 
suggested  before  the  Session  began, 
would  have  been  ridiculed ;  and  even  as 
it  was  the  noble  Lord  did  not  doubt  that 
the  Bill  would  be  looked  upon  with  dis- 
trust and  dismay  by  a  number  of  per- 
sons. Well,  the  Bill  had  been  before 
the  public  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  no  indication  of  either  ridicule,  dis- 
trust, or  dismay,  had  reached  the  Qo- 
vemment.  Nor  were  the  propositions 
of  the  Bill  new;  for  on  two  occasions 
within  the  last  three  years — when  a 
Scotch  measure  was  passing  through 
the  House,  and,  again,  when  an  agri- 
cultural measure  was  in  progress — he 
had  distinctly  stated  that  the  limited 
owner  ought  to  have  all  the  powers  that 
a  prudent  and  reasonable  owner  of  the 
fee  simple  would  have  over  the  estate. 
Therefore,  it  was  no  new  idea  which  was 
now  proposed.  The  same  noble  Lord 
had  observed  that  this  was  a  time  of 
great  ag^cultural  distress,  and  there 
was  nothing  in  this  Bill  to  remedv  that 
distress.  He  also  had  remarked  that 
the  Government  had  not  introduced 
any  effective  system  of  registration, 
as  if  that  would  provide  a  remedy 
for  agricultural  distress.  The  Govern- 
ment, said  the  noble  Lord,  ought  to 
have  adopted  the  system  of  registration 
proposed  by  a  Select  Committee  in  the 
other  House,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Os- 
borne Morgan.  No  doubt,  the  noble 
Lord  believed  that ;  but  was  he  aware 
what  the  system  recommended  by  the 
Committee  really  was  ?  It  was  a  sys- 
tem for  the  registration  of  deeds.  That 
would  not  remedy  agricultural  distress. 
The  Select  Committee  of  the  other  House 
had  condemned  registration  of  title,  and 
recommended  a  system  of  registration  of 
deeds.  Ireland,  for  several  hundred  years 
past,  had  had  a  perfect  system  of  regis- 
tration of  deeds,  and  Scotland  had  also 
had  one,  which  the  Scotch  thought  per- 
fect. "NVas  there  anything  in  the  con- 
dition of  Ireland  or  Scotland  which  could 
lead  their  Lordships  to  think  that  a  re- 
gistration of  deeds  would  be  a  great 
panacea  for  existing  evils?  Then  it 
was  said  that  if  they  swept  away  settlo- 
moiits  they  might  remove  all  obstacles 
to  the  registration  of  deeds.  But  in  Ire- 
land and  Scotland  they  had  a  registration 
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of  deeds  oven  with  settlements.  The 
cases  which  had  been  put  of  limited 
owners  who  could  do  nothing  without  sell- 
ing a  part  of  their  property  were  just  the 
cases  that  this  Bill  was  designed  to  meet. 
There  was  often  great  indisposition  to 
sell  land,  not  because  a  man  was  a  limited 
owner,  but  because  he  loved  the  land. 
In  any  case,  however,  in  which  a  limited 
owner  thought  fit  to  pay  oflf  an  encum- 
brance or  to  make  an  improvement  by 
selling  a  portion  of  the  estate,  he  could 
do  it  under  this  Bill  with  due  protection 
of  reversionary  interests.  The  object  of 
the  reference  to  trustees  or  the  Court 
was  to  prevent  the  estate  being  charged 
with  perishable  improvements,  wmch 
ou^ht  to  be  made,  if  at  all,  out  of  income. 
Whether  14  days*  notice  was  sufficient 
was  a  question  of  detail  for  Committee. 
Of  course,  the  mortgagee  was  not  bound 
to  inquire  into  the  quality  of  the  ex- 
change. If  that  burden  were  to  be 
thrown  upon  him,  they  would  never  get 
anyone  to  lend  money.  The  money  was 
paid,  not  into  the  pocket  of  the  tenant 
for  life,  but  into  Court,  and  the  Court 
would  see  that  it  was  properly  ap- 
plied. The  tenant  for  life  could  have 
no  object  in  raising  by  mortgage  more 
money  than  was  required.  When  it 
was  said  that  there  was  a  power  to  sell 
reversionary  interests,  he  should  be  glad 
to  have  it  pointed  out  where  it  was,  for 
if  it  was  in  the  Bill  it  ought  to  be  re- 
moved. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  ^Vhole  House  on  Tuesday  next. 

RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
{The  Lord  President.) 

(no.  19.)      CX)MinTTEB. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee,  read. 

House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

Clause  1  (Short  title)  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  (Interpretation)  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  (Extension  of  power  to  g^rant 
out-door  relief  in  food  and  fuel). 

LoBD  EMLY  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, that  the  word  "in-door"  be  left 
out  and  the  word  **  out-door"  be  inserted 
in  its  place.  The  noble  Lord  said,  that 
in  1876  the  present  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  (Sir  ^lichael   Hicks* 

77ff  Lord  Chane^llor 


Beaoh)  introduced  and  passed  a  Bill 
which  placed  in-door  relief  in  Ireland  oa 
a  different  footing  from  out-door  reliel 
A  portion  of  the  in-door  relief  was  to  be 
charged  to  the  Union  at  large ;  and  oat- 
door  relief  was  to  be  charg^,  as  it  had 
always  been  charged,  to  the  electoral 
division.  The  observation  made  by  Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach  on  introducing  the 
Bill  was  worthy  of  attention.  He  had 
said  that  the  objection  to  Union  rating 
was  that  it  had  given  rise  to  a  tendency 
in  favour  of  extravagance.  This  ten- 
dency might  be  found  in  connection  with 
in-door  relief;  but  by  all  who  had 
studied  the  question  it  would  be  ad- 
mitted that  a  small  area  was  almost 
essential  for  the  proper  administration  of 
out-door  relief.  He  did  not  need  to 
point  out  to  their  Lordships  that  if  that 
was  true  under  ordinary  circumstance! 
the  administration  of  out-door  relief 
under  present  circumstances  in  Ireland. 
when  the  difficulties  were  enormoualj 
increased,  made  the  reason  much  stronger 
for  limiting  the  area.  The  Unions  in 
Ireland  were  very  much  larger  than 
those  in  England,  and  in  many  caaei 
a  Union  was  situated  in  more  than 
one  county.  It  was  hardly  to  be  ex- 
pected that  landlords  would  come  for- 
ward and  tax  their  property  and  sabjeot 
themselves  to  considerable  difficulties 
when  they  found  that  they  were  paying 
for  the  Idehes  of  other  gentlemen  in  other 
coimties,  with  money  over  which  th«j 
had  no  possible  control.  In  the  intereit 
of  the  administration  of  the  Poor  Lav, 
in  the  interest  of  applicants  for  out-door 
relief,  and  in  the  interests  of  the  Bfll 
itself,  he  earnestly  trusted  their  Lord* 
ships  would  adopt  the  Amendment  ha 
had  submitted  to  them,  which  only  re- 
stored the  Bill  to  the  form  in  which  it 
was  introduced  into  the  other  House. 

The  Duke  of  BICHMOND  ian> 
GOBDON  regretted  he  could  not  accept 
the  Amendment  of  the  noble  Lora. 
After  considerable  discussion  in  the  otte 
House,  a  decision  was  arrived  at  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  out-door,"  and  in- 
sert the  word  "  in-door/'  and  the  Billio 
amended  had  come  up  to  this  House. 
The  Bill  incorporated  tne  Act  commonly 
called  "Beach's  Act."  The  distrioto 
most  affected  by  this  Bill  would  be  As 
poorest  and  most  distressed  districts ;  and, 
therefore,  it  would  be  desirable  that  ths 
charge  should  be  extended  orer  ths 
larger  area.    This  was  the  ground  oa 
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he  resisted  the  noble  Lord's  pro- 
posal; but  if  he  had  been  inclinea  to 
adopt  it,  there  was  a  further  objection — 
that  this  House  had  no  power  of  dealing 
irith  it,  because  it  raised  the  question  of 
the  incidenoe  of  taxation. 

Olause  agreed  to. 

Clause  4  (Power  to  borrow)  agreed  to, 

Claase  5  (Power  of  Board  of  Works 
to  lend)  agreed  to, 

Olause  6  (Hepayment  of  loans  made 
by  the  Board  of  Works)  agreed  to. 

Clause  7  (Orders  for  payment  of  loans 
may  be  made  by  Local  Goyemment 
Board)  agreed  to, 

Olause  8  (Confirmation  of  expenditure 
by  guardians,  and  indemnity)  agreed  to, 

Olause  9  (Validation  of  loans). 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  moved,  after  the 
word  **rent,"  to  insert — 

*'  Shall  exceed  the  rate  of  2\  ^  centum  in- 
terest on  the  capital  in  the  execution  of  the  said 
workiy  and." 

The  noble  Lord  said,  that  on  the 
seoond  reading  of  the  Bill  he  had 
given  praise  to  the  landlords  of  Lreland, 
who  had  made  generous  abatements  to 
their  tenants  in  uie  face  of  the  agitation 
which  existed.  It  was  supposed  out-of- 
doors  on  that  occasion  that  he  was  not 
an  Lrish  landlord.  He  begged  to  correct 
that  mistake,  and  say  he  was.  In  sup- 
port of  his  Amendment  he  remarked 
that,  excepting  the  Act  11  &  12  Vict, 
c.  82,  there  was  no  power  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  the  liberty  and  freedom  of 
contract  between  landlord  and  tenant 
with  regard  to  improvements.  It  was 
for  this  reason  that  he  contended  that 
the  closing  paragraphs  of  Clause  9  in- 
troduced a  new  principle  of  law.  That 
paragraph  provided  that — 

•*  "Whenever  by  any  award  or  othcrwiso  the 
rent  payable  by  a  tenant  shall  be  increased  by 
reaaon  or  in  respect  of  any  works  executed  on 
hifl  holding  unacr  the  provisions  of  the  Land 
Improvements  Acts  ana  this  Act,  then  and  in 
overy  such  case  the  works  so  executed  shall,  so 
far  as  such  increase  of  rent  shall  be  paid  by 
•ach  tenant  or  his  successors  in  title,  bo  deemed 
to  be  improvements  made  by  such  tenant 
within  the  meaning  of  the  fourth  section  of  the 
Landloid  and  Tenant  (Ireland)  Act,  1870." 

The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  relieve  dis- 
tresSi  and  not  to  benefit  either  the  land- 
lord or  the  tenant.    One  of  the  best 


means  of  relieving  the  distress  was  to 
encourage  the  employment  of  labour, 
and  to  induce  the  landlords  to  take  up 
loans  for  the  purpose  of  providing  work 
for  the  destitute.  Someone  must  get 
the  benefit,  and  the  Bill  as  brought  in 
conferred  it  entirely  on  the  lanc&ords. 
The  friends  of  the  tenant  in  the  other 
House  felt  somewhat  aggrieved  that  the 
landlord  should  take  a  boon  which  they 
said  he  had  purchased  by  no  special  act 
of  his  own.  Accordingly,  an  Amendment 
was  introduced  by  one  not  a  Member 
of  the  extreme  party  by  which  the  bone- 
fit  was  transferred  to  the  tenant.  That 
was  much  more  inequitable  than  the 
original  proposal,  because  the  landlord 
ran  some  risk.  He  was  perfectly  con- 
tent to  withdraw  his  Amendment  until 
he  had  heard  the  argpiments  with  which 
the  noble  Lord  on  the  Cross  Benches 
(Lord  Oranmore  and  Browne)  supported 
the  Amendment  he  had  put  on  the  I'aper, 
for  entirely  leaving  out  the  portion  of 
the  clause  in  which  his  own  Amendment 
occurred. 

Amendment  moved. 

In  page  5,  line  42,  after  ("rent")  insert 
('*  shall  exceed  the  rate  of  two  and  a  half  per 
centimi  per  annum  interest  on  the  capital  ex- 
pended in  the  execution  of  the  said  works,  and.") 
—{The  Lord  MonteagU,) 

The  Duke  of  EICHMOND  and 
GOEDON  said,  he  had  listened  very 
attentively  to  the  noble  Lord,  and  was 
of  opinion  that  the  noble  Lord  himself 
was  doubtful  as  to  the  effect  of  his  own 
Amendment,  which  was  somewhat  hastily 
put  together.  He  thought  the  noble 
lx)rd  had  wholly  overlooked  the  Proviso 
in  the  clause  immediately  preceding  this 
paragraph,  and  which  was  inserted  in 
the  House  of  Commons  for  the  very 

Eurpose  of  protecting  a  tenant  from 
oing  charged  a  higher  percentage  than 
the  landlord  absolutely  paid.  He  was 
quite  willing  to  accept  a  proposal  which 
would  bo  made  by  the  noble  Lord  on 
the  Cross  Benches  (Lord  Oranmore  and 
Browne). 

Amendment  negatived. 

Lord  OEANMOEE  and  BEOWNE 
moved,  in  page  6,  line  38,  to  leave  out 
from  (**  Whenever")  to  end  of  clause. 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to, 
L  2 
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Clause  10  (Validation  of  baronial  pre- 
sentments) agreed  to. 

Clause  11  (Future  meetings  of  baronial 
sessions). 

Lord  EMLY  moved,  in  page  7,  line 
11,  after  (**  conform  ")  to  insert — 

("  Provided  always,  nnd  that  all  works  pre- 
sented for  at  such  extraordinary  presentment 
sessions  shall  be  executed  by  public  contract.*') 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  ajo) 
GOEDON  said,  he  did  not  object  to  the 
principle  of  the  Amendment — that  the 
work  should  be  done  by  contract;  but 
the  noble  Lord  would  remember  that  the 
works  to  which  the  Bill  referred  were  to 
be  carried  out  under  very  stringent  in- 
structions which  had  been  laid  down  for 
the  purpose.  If  the  Amendment  were 
agreed  to  it  would  prevent  the  adoption 
ot  any  other  means  for  relieving  the 
distress,  though  he  admitted  that  it  was 
desirable  that  all  these  works  should  be 
executed  by  contract. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee) withdrawn. 

Clause  agreed  to, 

Bemaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

The  Heport  of  the  Amendments  to  be 
received  To-morrow;  and  Bill  to  be 
printed  as  amended.     (No.  26.) 

IKELAXD— BELIEF  WORKS  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  MAYO.— QUESTION. 

Lord  MONTEAGLE  asked  the  Lord 
President,  Whether  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment had  yet  been  informed  that 
the  greater  number  of  works  presented 
by  the  special  baronial  sessions  in  the 
county  of  Mayo  were  proposed  to  be 
executed,  not  by  contracts  or  sub-con- 
tracts under  the  county  survej'or,  but  by 
daywork  or  taskwork  under  the  county 
surveyor ;  whether  any  of  the  works  to 
be  so  executed  had  been  sanctioned  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works, 
and  if  so,  what  proportion  ?  The  noble 
Lord  was  understood  to  say  he  had 
heard  that  two-thirds  of  the  works  pro- 
posed to  be  executed  would  be  by  day- 
work. 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  and 
OOliDON  said,  that  the  noble  Lord  bad 
been  misinformed  by  his  correspondent. 
The  Board  of  Works  were  now  making 
the  necessary  inquiries  as  to  the  works 


to  be  executed,  and  they  had  not  ap- 
proved of  any  yet.  The  Board  wonid 
not,  unless  it  should  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  do  so,  sanction  the  execution  of 
any  works  by  daywork. 

SETTLED  LAND  BILL.— QUESTION. 

The  Mabqttess  of  BATH  aaked  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  When  he  proposed  to 
take  this  Bill  in  Committee  f 

The  LOED  CHANCELLOB,  in  le^j. 
said,  that  the  Bill  would  be  placed  on 
the  Paper  for  Tuesday  next,  and  as  there 
would  be  many  Amendments  he  would 
then  propose  that  the  Honse  should  go 
into  Committee  pro  formd,  so  that  t£e 
Amendments  could  be  printed  ;  and  he 
would  afterwards  propose  to  take  the 
Committee  on  a  subsequent  day — ^pro- 
bably the  following  Monday. 

FBTVATB  BUXS. 

Ordered,  That  no  Private  Bill  broagkt  free 
the  House  of  Commonfl  ahall  be  read  a  aeccod 
time  after  Thunda^  the  lOtk  dmy  of  June  next : 

That  no  Bill  originating  in  this  Honae  antho- 
rising  any  inclosure  of  landa  under  apedal  re- 
port of  the  Indoeure  Commiasionera  for  "p^r^'H 
and  Wales,  or  confinning  any  acheme  cl  tht 
Charity  Commissionera  for  England  and  Wak^ 
idiall  be  read  a  first  Ume  aner  TkurwiMp  the 
8M  day  of  April  next : 

That  no  Bill  ori^nating  in  this  House  ooa- 
firming  any  provisional  order  or  proriaioBsl 
certificate  shaU  be  read  a  first  time  after  Tkvr^ 
day  the  8M  day  of  April  nest : 

That  no  Bill  brought  from  the  Hooaeof  Cob- 
mons  authorising  any  incloaore  of  lands  ante 
special  report  ca  the  Indosore  Commiaooosa 
for  England  and  Wales,  or  oonfimiing  say 
scheme  of  the  Charity  Commianonen  for  Eag* 
land  and  Walea,  ahall  be  read  a  aeoond  tiat 
after  Thursday  the  17 th  day  of  Jumt  next : 

That  no  Bill  brought  from  the  Hoon  of 
Commons  confirming  any  proTiaional  ard«  or 
provisional  certificate  ahall  be  read  a 
time  after  Thursday  the  17M  dmy  ^  J% 

That  when  a  Bill  shall  have  paMed  this  \ 
with  amendments  these  order*  shall  not  a|plT 
to  any  new  Bill  sent  up  from  the  Ho«M  i 
Commons  which  the  Chairman  of  CommittsM 
8hnll  report  to  the  House  ia  eubalantiaUy  thi 
same  as  the  Bill  so  amended. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  orden  be  primUitaA 
published^  and  afiSxcd  on  the  doota  oftliiaHoDit 

and  Westminster  Hall.    (No.  28.) 

• 

House  adjourned  at  half  paii  SUl 

o'clock,  tiU  T0.4MROW,  Ul 

part  Tan  o*clo& 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  ^th  March,  1880. 


MINUTESJ— New  Mescbeks  Sworn— John 
Francis  omithwick,  esquiro,  for  Kilkenny 
City ;  Benjamin  Whitworth,  esquire,  for 
Droghoda  Borough. 

Supply — coMidered  in  Committer — Civil  Ser- 
vice SuPPLElfByTART  ESTIMATES,  ClaSSOS  II., 

III.,  IV.,  and  V. 

PcTBLic  Bills — Ordered — ^Parliamentary  Elec- 
tions and  Corrupt  Practices. 

Chmmittee  —  Blind  and    Deaf -Mute    Children 

[41]— R.P. 

C^mmittse — Report — Road    Debts    on    Entailed 

Estates  (Scotland)  •  [95]. 
Third  Reading — Beer  Dealers*  Retail  Licences  ♦ 

[65],  vad  passed. 

QUESTIONS. 


PARLIAMENT— ARRANGEMENT   OF 
PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

The  Marquess  op  HARTINGTON 
asked  Mr.  Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
If  he  could  inform  the  House  at  what 
hoar  he  expected  to  be  able  to  bring  on 
his  Motion  respecting  the  appropriation 
of  the  vacant  seats  ?  He  should  also  like 
to  know,  What  Business  was  proposed  to 
be  taken  on  Monday  next,  and  at  what 
date  it  was  proposed  that  the  House 
•hould  rise  for  the  Easter  Holidays  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QU£B,  in  reply,  said,  that  the  Govern- 
jnent  did  not  propose  at  present  to  pro- 
ceed with  any  but  the  Supplementary 
Estimates,  which  it  would  be  necessary 
to  pass  without  delay,  as  the  Ways  and 
lieana  Bill  had  to  be  passed  before  the 
olose  of  the  financial  year.  He  hoped 
that  hon.  Members  in  charge  of  other 
Bills  would  be  disposed  to  assist  the 
Gk>Temment  in  proceeding  with  the 
Appropriation  of  Beats  Bill.  He  did 
not  propose  to  proceed  with  that  Bill 
after  half-past  11  o'clock  that  night. 
With  regard  to  the  noble  Lord's  last 
Question,  without  making  an  absolute 
undertaking,  he  believed  the  most  con- 
venient course  would  be  for  the  House  to 
zise  on  Thursday,  the2dth  instant,  and  ad- 
journ until  Monday  week  following,  the 
5th  April.  While  on  his  less,  he  wished 
to  make  an  appeal  to  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Diike)  and  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 


man the  Member  for  Kincardineshire 
(General  Sir  George  Balfour)  with  re- 
gard to  Notices  of  opposition  which  they 
had  placed  against  the  Motion  for  the 
nomination  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Accounts.  He  was  not  aware  of  the 
grounds  of  their  opposition;  but  the 
effect  of  it  was  that  the  Government 
were  unable  to  bring  forward  that 
Motion  after  half-past  12.  Now,  it  was 
important  for  the  regular  conduct  of  the 
financial  Business  of  the  House  that  the 
Committee  should  be  nominated  within 
a  reasonable  time;  and  if  the  hon  Mem- 
bers in  question  objected  merely  to  par- 
ticular names  on  that  Committee  they 
could  state  their  objection  when  the 
nomination  was  made. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  said,  he  be- 
lieved it  was  necessary  for  the  Committee 
to  make  a  Report  before  the  close  of  the 
present  financial  year;  and,  therefore, 
he  would  withdraw  his  Notice. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
said,  he  would  do  the  same ;  but  he  in- 
tended to  question  the  constitution  of 
the  Committee. 


VALUATION  OF  PROPERTY  (METRO- 
POLIS) ACT— CLAUSES  4,  6,  &  7. 

Sir  JOHN  HAY  (for  Mr.  Hubbard) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether  he  will  direct  the  omission  of 
Clauses  4, 6,  and  7,  from  the  Return  issued 
for  the  assessment  of  property  under 
the  Valuation  of  Property  (Metropolis) 
Act,  the  said  Clauses  being  largely  dis- 
approved as  raising  questions  which  are 
not  essential  to  an  accurate  valuation  ? 

Sir  HENRY  SELWIN-IBBETSON: 
Sir,  it  is  not  correct  to  say  that  the 
questions  raised  in  Clauses  4,  6,  and  7 
of  the  forms  are  not  essential  to  an 
accurate  valuation.  They  are  all  re- 
quired for  purposes  of  house  duty  and 
Income  Tax.  It  was  intended  to  insert 
clauses  in  a  Valuation  Bill  last  year 
to  provide  for  similar  secrecy  to  that 
given  in  the  Income  Tax  Returns,  and 
this  year  I  propose  doing  that  by  a 
separate  Bill  now  before  the  House. 
When  that  is  passed  the  Returns  as 
issued  now  will  be  enforced ;  but  until 
that  Bill  passes,  remembering  the  pro- 
mise of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
last  year,  penalties  will  not  be  enforced 
against  those  who  do  not  choose  to  fill 
up  the  clauses  of  the  forms  which  are 
objected  to. 


299      Poor  Law— Election  of        {COMMONS)         Guardians — Zegtshtian.     800 

only  two  countries  which  exacted  LigLt 
Duties  from  shipping,  and  that  other 
countries  maintained  their  lighthoiues 
out  of  the  Imperial  Ileyenue  ? 

Viscount  SANDON  :  Sir,  although  I 
have  not  been  able  to  verify  the  correct- 
ness of  the  statement  to  which  the  hen. 
Member  refers,  there  is  no  doubt  that  i 
considerable  number  of  foreign  countries 
do  maintain  their  lighthouses  out  of  their 
National  Exchequer.  Bat  I  beliere  1 
am  correct  in  saying  that  several  of 
these  countries  levy  on  shipping  dues 
and  other  taxes,  which  they  pay  into 
their  National  I^easuries ;  while  I  need 
hardly  say  that  in  this  country  there  is 
no  tax  imposed  on  shipping  which  is 
paid  into  the  National  Treasnzy.  I 
may  add  that  the  comparison  of  the 
taxes  on  shipping  levied  in  different 
ports  and  different  countries  is  a  Teiy 
complicated  and  difficult  question. 


THE  SUNDAY  QUESTION— THE 
BRIGHTON    AQUARIUM. 

Mb.  holt  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther he  is  aware  that  the  recent  re- 
mission of  penalties  in  the  Brighton 
Aquarium  case  has  given  rise  in  the 
minds  of  many  persons  to  misapprehen- 
sion ;  and,  if  he  will  state  to  the  HQuse 
the  exceptional  grounds  upon  which  he 
advised  the  Crown  to  remit  the  penalty 
in  that  case,  and  also  the  general  in- 
tentions of  the  Government  as  to  the 
exercise  of  the  powers  contained  in 
**  The  Remission  of  Penalties  Act, 
1875,"  in  its  bearing  on  the  Sunday 
question  ? 

Mb.  ASSHETON  CEOSS,  in  reply, 
said,  that  if  the  Brighton  Aquanum 
Company  had  continued  as  they  first 
opened  there  would  have  been  no  re- 
mission of  penalties ;  but  alterations  had 
since  been  made  which  removed  all  ob- 
jections, and  now  no  persons  were  em- 
ployed in  the  Aquarium  on  Sunday  ex- 
cept those  who  were  actually  required 
for  the  care  of  the  place.  The  Govern- 
ment had  no  intention  of  doing  anything 
to  encourage  plans  for  turning  Sunday 
into  a  day  of  labour  for  commercial 
eain,  and  he  should  certainly  feel  it  his 
duty  to  discourage  any  practice  which 
would  have  such  an  effect. 

MERCHANT  SEAMEN— LEGISLATION. 

Mr.  BURT  asked  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  If  he  can  state 
when  he  will  introduce  the  Bill  pro- 
mised in  the  early  part  of  last  Session 
relating  to  seamen  ? 

Viscount  SANDON  :  Sir,  I  am  very 
anxious  to  introduce  the  measure  re- 
specting merchant  seamen  which  I  had 
prepared  last  year,  but  was  unable  to 
introduce ;  and  as  soon  as  I  see  that 
the  Business  of  the  House  gives  me  any 
hope  of  securing  due  consideration  for 
the  subject  I  shiul  bring  it  forward. 

MERCANTILE   MARINE— LIGHT   DUES 
ON  SHIPPING. 

Mr.  C.  TENN  ant  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  If  it  be  correct, 
as  had  been  stated  at  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  Chamber  of  Shipping,  London, 
and  repeated  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Shipowners'  Association  of  Glasgow, 
that  Great  Britain  and  Turkey  were  the 


ARMY  (IRELAND)— AUXIUARY  FOBCXS 
—THE  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  OF 
THE  ANTRIM  MILITIA. 

Mr.  BIGGAB  asked  the  Secretaiy  of 
State  for  War,  Is  it  a  fact  that  on  th« 
29th  day  of  July  1879  the  following 
serious  charges  were  brought  againet 
the  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  Antrim 
Artillery  Militia,  viz.  of  having,  during 
the  training  in  June  1879,  been  fre- 
quently intoxicated  and  disorderly;  if 
so,  were  the  charges  investigated,  and, 
if  not,  for  what  reason,  aa  the  penon 
who  hrought  the  charges  declared  he 
was  prepared  to  substantiate  them,  and, 
if  withdrawn,  whether  any  pressure  or 
influence  was  brought  to  bear  to  induce 
the  person  to  do  so  ? 

Colonel  STANLEY :  Sir,  I  have  no 
information  on  the  subject  at  alL  I 
cannot  find  that  there  is  anything  trace- 
able on  the  matter  at  the  War  Q£Boe; 
but  I  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief  in  Ireland. 


POOR  LAW— ELECTION  OP  OUABDIlJffi 
— LEOISLATIOK, 

Mr.  niBBERT  asked  the  Prasidoirt 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  Whe- 
ther it  is  his  intention  to  introdaoe  any 
measure  during  the  present  Sessioii  to 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Select  Committee  of  1878  with  refar- 
ence  to  the  mode  of  election  and  tenuis 
of  office  of  guardians  of  the  poor  ? 


Mb.  a.  bass  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Whother  ho  is  prepared 
to  extend  to  Volunteer  Offleers,  on  the 
recommeudation  of  their  Commanding 
Officers,  the  priTilege  nov  enjoyed  by 
Uilitia  Majors  and  Captains  of  retiring 
with  a  stop  of  honorary  rank  and  per- 
miasion  to  wear  the  uniform  of  such  rank 
ftfter  twenty-fire  or  twenty  years'  sorrice 
nepectively  ? 

OoLOML  STANLETf :  Sir,  the  ques- 
tion has  been  several  times  discussed 
how  Car  the  privilege  now  enjoyed  by 
tite  Militia  regiments  of  retiring  on  hono- 
ranr  ranks  should  be  extended  to  the 
Volonteen.  It  was  fully  gone  into 
MTeral  yeara  ago,  and  at  that  time  con- 
siderable concessians  were  made  in 
fiiTour  of  Volunteers,  among  others  that 
thejr  should  retain  their  uiuiorm,  if  oom- 


cers,  after  15  years'  ser- 
vice— a  concession  not  given  to  officers 
of  the  Regular  Army,  It  is  not,  there- 
fore, at  present  intended  to  give  any 
further  step  of  rank,  or  to  give  an  hono- 
rary rank  on  retirement. 
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Mb.  SCIATEK-BOOTH,  in  reply, 
said,  that  the  Poor  Law  Amendment 
Bill  would  contain  clauses  to  carry  out 
the  recommendations  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  1878  with  reference  to  the 
mode  of  election  and  tenure  of  o£B.ca  of 
Guardians  of  the  poor. 

ABUY— PBOMOTION— 00SIPUL80EY 
EETIREMENT. 

Mk.  a.  BASS  asked  the  Secretary  of 
Btate  for  War,  Whether,  taking  into 
oonaideratioa  that  there  are  seventeen 
Segiments  and  Battalions  whose  Lieu- 
tenant Colonels  have  held  command 
fbr  periods  rarring  from  nine  to  four- 
teen years,  he  intends  to  take  any  steps 
towards  their  oompulsory  retirement, 
and  thus  place  the  senior  Majors  and 
Captains  of  these  Begiments  under  the 
same  advantages  with  regard  to  promo- 
tion as  other  Begiments  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Service? 

OoLOHBL  STANLEY:  A  letter  has 
been  sent  to  each  of  the  colonels  referred 
to,  etatiag  that  it  is  proposed  to  submit 
to  the  Queen  a  draft  warrant  to  abolish 
the  exemption  from  the  five-yeare'  rule 
which  at  present  exists  in  their  case,  and 
offering  them  the  alternative  of  employ- 
ment with  brigade  depute  or  on  the  Staff 
if  duly  qualified.  Several  have  accepted 
the  proposal ;  but  we  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived answers  from  all  the  officers  to 
whom  we  have  written. 


Mb.  PLIMSOLL  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
If  he  is  in  a  position  now  to  give 
any  information  in  regard  to  the  case  of 
the  men  who  were  committed  to  gaol  by 
the  Falmouth  ma^strates  for  refusing  to 
proceed  to  sea  in  a  vessel  which  they 
alleged  to  he  unseaworthy ;  and,  whether 
this  committal  took  place  by  the  magi- 
strates without  a  survey  of  the  ship, 
although  the  men  desired  one  to  be 
made,  and  although  there  was  a  Board 
of  Trade  surveyor  in  the  town  ? 

Mr.  ASSHETON  CROSS :  Sir,  my 
attention  had  been  called  to  this  case  by 
my  noble  Friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  before  the  Question  was 
put  on  the  Paper,  and  I  have  been  in 
consultation  with  him,  and  have  taken 
the  best  advice  on  the  subject.  In  my 
opinion,  the  magistrates  have  made  a 
mistake  with  regard  to  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament. It  seems  to  me  that  they  ought 
to  have  taken  the  evidence  of  a  surveyor 
in  the  first  instance,  and  then  come  to  a 
conclusion,  instead  of  which  they  seemod 
to  have  waited  until  they  thought  a  sur- 
vey was  unnecessary.  Undoubtedly,  the 
survey  ought  to  have  been  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  surveyor,  who  was  ready 
to  hand.  It  was  a  great  mistake  on  the 
part  of  the  magistrates,  and,  under  those 
circumstances,  I  have  thought  it  right  to 
let  the  men  out  of  prison. 


Mb.  O'CLEBY  asked  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  Whether  the  Government 
will  advance  the  money  necessary  for  a 
fishing  pier  and  proper  harbour  accom- 
modation at  Gooleen,  Koss,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Shannon  ? 

Sm  HENBY  8ELWIN-IBBETS0N ; 
Provision  has  been  made  in  the  Esti- 
mates 1880-1,  p.  48,  fur  a  grant  of  £225 
towards  the  construction  of  a  pier  at 
Gooleen,  County  Cork,  and  the  Board  of 
Works  is  about  to  proceed  at  once  with 
the  undertaking. 
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ARirr-BEEVET  MAJORITIES.  ^'^^  union  with  rnin;  whether  it  i, 

Me.  a.  bass  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Whether,  previous  to  the 
final  abolition  of  promotion  to  brevet 
majorities  in  October  next,  he  intends  to 
promote  to  that  rank  all  Captains  of 
Cavalry  and  Infantry  who  attained  their 
companies  prevtoua  to  the  abolition  of 
purchase  in  October  1871,  thus  more 
nearly  equalising  their  promotion  to  that 
of  the  Artillery  and  Engineer  branches  1 

Colonel  STANLEY,  in  reply,  said, 
that  there  had  been  considerable  discus- 
sion on  the  subject,  and  that  no  positive 
decision  had  been  arrived  at  with  respect 
to  it,  but  that  the  views  entertained  were 
adverse  to  such  a  step  as  that  suggested. 


CRIME  (IRELAND)— ATTACK  ON 

TENANT  HtGHT  MEETING 

AT  PORTADOWN. 

Sin  THOMAS  M'CLUEE  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  Whether 
anyof  thepersonsconcernedin  the  attack 
upon  a  public  meetiDg  held  at  Porta- 
down  on  Wednesday  the  15th  ult.  for 
the  purpose  of  urging  upon  Parliament 
the  further  security  of  tenant  right  in 
Ireland  had  been  made  amenable;  and, 
if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Oovemment 
to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  circum- 
stances connected  therewith  7 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHEE  t  Sir,  as  Notice 
has  been  given  some  dnys  since  of  a 
Question  upon  this  subject  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Oungarvan,  previous  to  the 
Notice  given  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Sir  Thomas  M'Clure),  which  only  ap- 

f  eared  upon  the  Paper  this  morning, 
think  it  would  be  better  if  he  would 
be  80  good  as  to  postpone  his  Question 
till  to-morrow. 


Mr.  MITCHELL  HENRY  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  Whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table  a  Copy  of  a 
resolution  passed  by  the  Olifden  Hoard 
of  Guardians,  in  the  barony  of  Ballana- 
hinch,  on  the  Sth  ultimo,  and  forwarded 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  the 
effect  that  the  cultivators  in  the  union 
are  overwhelmed  with  debt,  and  cannot 
be  accepted  as  security  for  seed  potatoes, 
and  that  the  rates  are  so  alarmingly 
high  and  the  union  so  poor  that  extra- 
ordinary out-door  relief  would  overwhelm 


that  the  potatoes  ordered  wonld  not  give 
more  than  a  few  pounds  weight  to  each 
man  ;  and,  under  these  cinnunstances,  to 
inquire  whether  the  Qovemment  intend  to 
endeavour  to  avert  still  greater  destttu- 
tionnextyear  in  this  impoverished  locality 
by  taking  other  means  of  fumishiog  the 
people  with  seed  and  manure  ? 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER :  I  cannot  find 
that  the  Guardians  of  Clifden  Unioit 
passed  any  resolution  to  this  effect  on  the 
dth  ult.,  but  I  find  that  on  the  2Sth  they 
did  pass  a  resolution,  in  the  conrHe  oF 
which  they  state  their  opinion  that  the 
deficiency  in  the  seeds  supply  of  the 
Union  ought  to  be  filled  up  by  the  Oo- 
vemment, and  that  public  works  shonld 
be  commenced  in  the  district  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Parliament,  in  order  to  give 
employment  for  labour.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary for  me  to  say  that  the  Local  Govran- 
ment  Board  has  done  what  it  oould  in 
this  matter.  I  find,  however,  that  yes- 
terday the  board  re-oonaidered  the  reso- 
lution with  regard  to  the  seeds  required. 
With  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
Question,  I  may  say  there  is  no  intention 
whatever  on  the  part  of  the  QoTemmeDt 
to  supply  manure.     

Me.  MITCHELL  HEKTRY :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  me  how  much 
seed  has  been  ordered  b;  the  Board  of 
Guardians?  

Mr.  J.  LOWTHEB  :  I  only  learned 
by  telegram  to-day  that  at  a  meeting 
held  yesterday  the  Board  of  Qnardiane 
consented  to  order  an  amount  of  oatt 
and  potatoes  suffloient.  Therefore,  I  can- 
not answer  the  Question. 

RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS  (IRELAND)— THE 
SUPPLY  OF  SEED  POTATOES. 

Mb.  EBBINGTON  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  Whether  the  Irish 
Locsl  Government  Board  has  as  jat  re- 
plied to  applications  and  estimates  for 
supply  of  seed  potatoes  sent  in  fayvarioni 
Unions,  among  others  from  Granaid ;  if 
not,  whether  he  will  take  care  that  no 
unnecessary  time  is  lost,  as  the  matter  ii 
now  very  pressing  ? 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHEB :  Sir,  I  have  been 
informed  that  an  application  was  sent  in 
by  the  Granard  Board  of  Gnardiana; 
but  owing  to  the  change  made  in  the 
Bill  when  passinR  through  Parliament 
the  estimate  had  to  be  sent  back  for 
amendment.  When  it  is  amended  no 
time  will  be  lost  in  acting  on  it. 
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SUPPLY— COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." 

LIGHTHOUSES. 

MOTION   FOR   PAPERS. 

Mb.T.  BEASSEY,  in  rising  to  call 
attention  to  the  necessity  for  additional 
lighthouses  on  the  island  of  Galita,  in 
the  Bed  Sea,  and  the  Gulf  of  Aden ; 
and  to  move  for  Papers,  said,  that 
the  value  of  the  trade  passing  between 
Great  Britain  and  India  had  been 
oomputed  at  no  less  than  £98,000,000 
sterling,  and  nothing  which  affected  so 
Tast  a  commerce  could  be  set  aside  as 
unimportant.  Since  the  opening  of  the 
Suez  Canal,  our  trade  with  the  East  had 
been  largely  diverted  to  that  route.  The 
tonnage  which  passed  through  the  Canal 
in  1877  was  2,050,000;  but  it  had  in- 
creased in  1878  to  3,250,000.  England 
led  the  way  with  1,117  ships;  France 
foUowed  with  only  87  ships ;  Italy  came 
next  with  44 ;  and  Germany  last,  with 
27  ships.  He  thought  it  unnecessary  to 
Bay  more  in  order  to  show  how  deeply 
interested  we  were  in  everything  which 
oonld  add  to  the  safety  of  navigation  on 
this  main  route  from  Europe  to  the  East. 
Of  the  various  aids  to  the  navigator 
which  science  had  afforded,  lighthouses 
were  the  most  important,  not  only  as  a 
means  of  saving  life  and  property,  but 
as  a  means  of  shortening  the  passage. 
With  the  g^wth  of  commerce,  tne  num- 
ber of  lighthouses  on  our  own  shores 
bad  been  rapidlv  increased.  We  had 
now  one  light  lot  every  10^  miles  of 
coast.  The  illumination  of  the  French 
coasts  was  equally  perfect.  While,  how- 
ever, the  coasts  of  the  gpreat  maritime 
Powers  were  now  efficiently  lighted, 
lighthouses  had  been  seriously  neglected 
in  the  hands  of  Governments  with  ex- 
bausted  Treasuries;  and  the  coasts  of 
barbarous  or  half-civilized  countries,  in 
the  absence  of  concerted  action  on  the 
part  of  the  maritime  Powers,  must  re- 
main in  total  darkness.  Hitherto,  with 
one  notable  and  praiseworthy  exception, 
no  attempt  had  been  made  to  organize 
such  concerted  action.     Taking  an  ima- 


ginary voyage  from  England  to  the  East, 
the  first  point  where  a  lighthouse  was 
required  was  on  the  coast  adjacent  to 
Cape  Finisterre.  It  was  one  of  the  most 
important  land-falls  in  the  world.  It 
was  true  a  first-class  light  was  exhibited 
from  Finisterre;  but  the  position  was 
badly  chosen,  and  the  light  itself  was 
not  in  good  order.  He  was  within  range 
of  Cape  Finisterre  for  several  hours 
during  the  night  of  the  27th  of  January, 
and  on  that  occasion  the  light  did  not 
revolve.  Another  first-class  light  was 
urgently  required  on  Cape  Villano,  25 
miles  north-east  of  Finisterre.  The 
range  of  the  existing  light  was  only 
eight  miles.  In  consequence  of  the  in- 
sufficient lighting  of  this  coast,  vessels 
were  compelled  to  steer  many  miles  fur- 
ther to  the  westward  than  would  be  ne- 
cessary if  a  powerful  light  were  exhibited 
on  Villano.  Continuing  eastwards  and 
entering  the  Mediterranean,  the  southern 
shores  of  Spain,  and  the  long  range  of 
the  north  coast  of  Africa,  in  the  hands  of 
the  French  Government,  were  well  pro- 
tected with  lights.  But  when  we  reached 
the  coast  of  Tunis  the  lighthouses  were 
too  few  in  number.  The  Island  of  Galita, 
which  was  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Bey  of  Tunis,  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant pivot  points  on  the  voyage  to 
the  East.  Ships  navigating  the  Medi- 
terranean made  a  straight  run  of  690 
miles  from  Gibraltar,  until  they  arrived 
off  the  north  end  of  Galita,  when  they 
altered  their  course  two  points  and 
steered  for  the  Malta  Channel.  In  the 
night,  or  in  the  thick  weather  prevailing 
near  Galita  in  the  winter,  the  prudent 
navigator  would  pass  the  Island  at  a  dis- 
tance of  from  10  to  15  miles.  With  a 
first-class  light  a  margin  of  five  miles 
would  be  ample.  If  the  passage  to  the 
south  of  the  Island  were  taken,  which 
would  be  perfectly  practicable  in  clear 
weather,  the  saving  of  distance  would 
be  still  more  considerable.  The  neces- 
sity that  existed  for  such  a  light  on 
Galita  had  been  repeatedly  urged  by  the 
Committee  of  Lloyd's.  On  this  point 
Captain  Angove,  the  commander  of  the 
Peninsular  and  Oriental  steamer  Poonah, 
had  written  as  follows : — 

"  Tho  absence  of  a  light  on  the  Island  of 
Galita  has  often  caused  mo  great  anxiety.  In 
tho  winter  months  the  weather  is  froquently 
dirty  in  that  yicinity,  and  tho  currents  are 
strong.*' 

Passing  onwards  on  tho  voyage  to  the 
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East,  the  navigator  was  assisted  by  an 
adequate  number  of  lights  until  ho 
emerged  from  the  Gulf  of  Suez  into  the 
Bed  Sea.  At  a  distance  of  95  miles 
north  of  the  light  on  the  Doedalus  shoal, 
which  was  the  southernmost  light  at 
present  shown  in  this  part  of  the  Bed 
Sea,  the  track  of  steamers  ran  close  to 
two  rocks  called  *'  The  Brothers,"  only 
20  feet  above  water.  They  were  in- 
visible at  night,  and  the  current  in  that 
part  of  the  Bed  Sea  was  strong  and  un- 
certain. A  few  years  ago  the  Dutch 
steamer  Frinz  Hendriky  carrying  troops 
to  Batavia,  was  totally  wrecked  on  these 
rocks.  A  light  of  the  second  or  third 
order,  visible  at  a  distance  of  say  10 
miles,  was  very  necessary  at  this  point. 
Proceeding  down  the  Bed  Sea,  for  a 
distance  of  720  miles,  no  lights  were 
absolutely  required,  until  within  100 
miles  of  the  Island  of  Perim.  At  its 
southern  end  the  shores  of  the  Bed  Sea 
were  fringed  with  reefs,  which  ran  out 
seawards  for  some  distance  on  each  side 
of  the  channel,  and  here  the  experienced 
commanders  in  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Service  urgently  asked  for  two 
additional  lights — a  light  with  a  range 
of  20  miles,  on  the  islet  of  Aboo-Ail,  off 
the  north  end  of  the  Island  of  Jebel- 
Zukor,  and  a  light  on  the  bank  off 
Mocha.  The  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
steamer  Alma  was  wrecked  on  Jebel- 
Zuker,  and  the  steamer  Penguin  was 
quite  recently  lost  on  the  same  spot. 
The  value  of  lighthouses  as  a  means  of 
saving  life  might  be  illustrated  by  a 
statement  lately  made  to  him  by  Captain 
Wliite,  a  commander  in  the  Peninsular 
and  Oriental  Service.  On  a  recent  occa- 
sion, arriving  off  Aboo-Ail  in  the  evening, 
he  was  obliged  to  close  the  Arabian 
shore,  and  to  navigate  the  vessel  by  the 
load,  until  he  arrived  off  the  Island  of 
Perim,  a  distance  of  90  miles.  With  a 
light  on  Aboo-Ail,  he  might  have  run 
boldly  on  and  have  made  the  passage  in 
eight  hours.  Not  having  the  assistance 
of  the  light,  the  time  actually  occupied 
was  18  hours.  The  detention  in  these 
intricate  spots  in  the  case  of  vessels  com- 
manded by  masters  not  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  Bed  Sea  must  neces- 
sarily be  more  serious.  Captain  Symons, 
in  an  interesting  letter  on  this  subject, 
very  justly  said  that  the  Bed  Sea  was 
now  the  highway  of  the  world  for 
Eastern  traffic.  On  his  last  homeward 
voyage  he  had  passed  nine  large  steamers 
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in  one  watch  of  four  hours.  Ten  years 
ago,  an  equal  number  would  not  have 
been  seen  in  a  month.  ConBideiing  the 
value  of  property,  mostly  carried  in 
English  ships,  that  now  passed  through 
the  Bed  Sea,  it  was  imperatiyely  neces- 
sary that  the  coasts  should  be  properly 
lighted.  The  mail  steamers,  especially, 
were  called  upon  to  maintain  a  high 
rate  of  speed,  were  timed  to  arrive  to  the 
hour,  and  were  liable  to  heavy  penalties 
if  late.  They  certainly  ought  to  hare 
the  benefit  of  any  modem  invention  for 
facilitating  navigation  on  a  dangerous 
coast.  Oontinuing  an  imaginary  voyage 
to  the  East,  the  next  important  point  on 
which  a  lighthouse  was  required  was 
Cape  Quardafui.  Here  12  large  steamerv 
had  gone  ashore  within  the  last  six 
years.  The  list  included  the  Meikang,  of 
the  French  Messageries  Service,  and  the 
Garonne,  a  steamer  of  the  Orient  Line 
recently  established  between  London  and 
Australia.  Ten  of  these  ships  were 
totally  wrecked.  Among  the  shipowners 
interested  in  the  trade  to  the  J^ut  who 
had  strongly  recommended  the  establish- 
ment of  a  light  on  Cape  Guardofoi, 
he  might  more  particularly  refer  to  the 
General  Shipowners'  Association,  and 
the  owners  of  the  Glen,  the  Castle,  and 
the  Ducal  lines.  The  directors  of  the 
British  India  Company,  while  expressing 
a  strong  opinion  as  to  the  desiraoility  of 
establishing  a  light  on  Cape  Giiardafoi, 
recommended  that  it  should  be  erected 
by  the  British  Government,  under  inter- 
national arrangement,  and  not  by  the 
Egyptian  Government.  It  might  be 
necessary  to  explain  that  the  Egyptian 
Government  had  contemplated  the  erec- 
tion of  two  lighthouses — the  one  on 
Ras-Hafoon,  the  other  on  Guardafiii,  in 
compliance  with  suggestions  from  the 
British  Government.  The  objections  of 
the  British  Indian  Company  were  fully 
shared  by  Captain  Boberts,  the  Super* 
intendent  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
Company  at  Suez.  The  expenditure  for 
the  two  lights,  as  estimated  by  the 
Egyptian  Government,  was  £48,000, 
and  they  proposed  to  levy  an  additional 
tax  upon  passing  ships  of  2d,  per  ton. 
Efficient  lighthouses  could  be  erected  at 
a  much  more  moderate  coat.  He  waf 
unwilling  to  trouble  the  House  with 
nautical  details,  and  would  not,  there- 
fore^  enter  into  the  various  considera- 
tions which  had  been  urg^  bv  thoee 
who  doubted  the  utility  of  a  light  on 
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Guardafui  daring  the  period  when  the 
south-west  monsoon  was  at  its  height. 
Opinions  were  unanimous  as  to  the  value 
of  the  light  through  at  least  eight 
months  of  the  year.  A  li^ht  on  Has- 
Hafoon,  90  miles  south  of  Guardafui, 
would  be  valuable  at  all  seasons  to  ships 
engaged  in  the  important  trade  with  the 
Mauritius  and  the  East  Coast  of  Africa. 
He  had  only  to  mention  two  other  points 
on  the  route  to  the  East  on  which  lights 
were  required.  One  was  the  east  end  of 
the  Island  of  Socotra,  which  was  passed 
by  all  vessels  bound  to  and  from  Bom- 
bay, and  in  the  south-west  monsoon  also 
by  vessels  navigating  to  and  from  Gallo. 
The  other  point  to  which  he  referred 
was  Minicoy,  a  small  Island  of  the  Lac- 
CBidiYQ  group,  upon  which  some  years 
ago  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  steamer 
Colombo  was  totally  lost,  and  which  must 
be  passed  by  every  vessel  bound  from 
the  Ked  Sea  to  Ceylon,  the  Bay  of  Ben- 
gal, the  Eastern  Archipelago,  China,  and 
Japan.  All  the  lights  which  he  had 
enumerated  would,  if  established,  be  of 
the  greatest  advantage  to  navigation. 
At  Cape  Guardafui  it  might  be  necessary 
to  erect  a  fort,  and  to  provide  a  small 
garrison  for  the  protection  of  the  light. 
In  the  other  cases  nothing  more  than  an 
ordinary  lighthouse  was  required.  None 
of  these  lignts,  however,  could  be  erected 
except  under  international  agpreement ; 
and  m  bring^g  the  subject  under  the 
notice  of  the  House  his  desire  was  to 
urge  the  GK>vemment,  without  delay,  to 
secure  the  concerted  action  of  the  mari- 
time Powers.  Sir  Travers  Twiss,  in  a 
paper  read  at  the  Guildhall  in  August 
last,  had  suggested  that  the  Convention 
signed  at  Tangier  between  the  Sultan  of 
l^rocco  and  the  Kepresentatives  of  the 
European  Powers  furnished  a  precedent 
that  might  be  conveniently  followed. 
Under  the  terms  of  this  Convention,  the 
Sultan  of  Morocco  had  erected  a  light- 
house on  Gape  Spartel,  and  made  over 
the  entire  administration  to  the  con- 
traotinff  Powers,  each  of  whom  contri- 
bated  £60  a-vear  towards  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  light.  The  light  on  Capo 
Spartel  afforded  the  greatest  assistance 
in  the  navigation  of  the  Straits  of  Gib- 
raltar ;  and  it  belonged  to  England,  as 
having  by  far  the  deepest  interest  in  the 
trade  with  the  East,  to  take  the  initiative 
in  negotiating  similar  arrangements  with 
reference  to  the  additional  lights  re- 
quired on  the  voyage  from  Europe  to 


the  East.  The  House  would  doubtless 
share  the  hope  expressed  by  Sir  Travers 
Twiss  that  hereafter  international  light- 
houses would  be  among  the  trophies  of 
peace  which  the  civilization  of  Europe 
would  set  up  in  the  Islands  of  the  far 
East.  The  aggregate  expenditure  on 
the  lighthouses  would  be  small,  it  would 
be  readily  shared  by  other  nations,  and 
it  was  absolutely  trifling  in  comparison 
with  the  loss  of,  perhaps,  £250,000  in  a 
single  steamer.  When  the  lighthouses 
which  he  had  enumerated  were  com- 
pleted premiums  of  insurance  would  be 
reduced  voyages  would  be  accelerated, 
the  dangers  to  life  would  be  diminished, 
and  the  anxieties  of  harassed  com- 
manders would  be  relieved.  The  hon. 
Member  concluded  by  moving  for  Papers 
on  the  subject. 

Sir  JOHN  HAY,  in  seconding  the 
Motion,  said,  everyone  must  agree 
with  him  that  the  immense  amount  of 
trade  which  now  passed  through  the 
Suez  Canal  and  traversed  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  the  Eed  Sea  rendered  it 
highly  desirable  that  the  channel  should 
be  safely  lighted.  His  hon.  Friend  had 
made  an  imaginary  voyage  from  Eng- 
land ;  he  would  make  the  return  voyage 
from  India.  Everyone  acquainted  with 
the  shores  of  India  must  be  of  opinion 
that  the  gpreat  channel  by  which  Bombay 
was  approached  ought  certainly  to  bo 
lighted.  The  nine  deg^e  and  the  eight 
degree  channel  were  divided  by  the 
Island  of  Minikoi  under  the  Gt)vemment 
of  Ceylon,  and  a  light  on  that  island 
seemed  indispensable.  On  a  late  occa- 
sion one  of  the  largest  steamers,  filled 
with  passengers,  ran  on  the  Island  of 
Minikoi,  and  was  eventually  relieved 
after  three  months'  detention.  On  going 
towards  the  Gulf  of  Aden  during  the 
south-western  monsoon,  all  vessels,  ex- 
cept those  of  the  greatest  power,  usually 
went  to  the  southward  and  approached 
the  coast  of  Africa.  A  careful  navigator 
might  navigate  his  ship  with  safety,  and 
the  load  was,  a  sufficient  guide.  Many 
masters  of  merchant  ships,  however, 
were  not  careful  navigators,  and  were 
not  provided  with  the  most  recent  charts. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  found  that  the 
owners  did  not  provide  charts,  and 
that  the  master  supplied  himself  with 
the  cheapest  he  could  get.  Masters  of 
that  kind,  instead  of  timing  their  arrival 
HO  as  to  sight  the  land  in  daylic^ht,  took 
a  glass  of  grog,  turned  in,  and  trusted 


811 


Lighthouses, — 


{COMMONS} 


Motion  for  Papers.  312 


to  Providence.  The  consequence  was  that ' 
their  vessels  often  ran  ashore.  It  was,  | 
therefore,  desirable  that  a  light  should 
be  placed  on  Eas-Hafoon  ;  but  that  was 
not  so  important  as  a  light  on  Cape 
Guardafui  itself.  It  was  said  that  there 
was  great  difficulty  in  procuring  water 
at  that  place  ;  but  that  ought  not  to  be 
regarded  as  a  very  serious  objection  in 
these  days,  when  it  was  an  easy  matter 
to  obtain  water  by  the  process  of  distil- 
lation. If,  however,  it  was  not  intended 
to  place  a  lighthouse  on  Capo  Guardafui, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  build  one  in  a 
small  valley  about  eight  miles  south- 
south-west  of  that  point;  though  the 
better  plan  would  be,  if  possible,  to  light 
the  promontory  itself;  for  during  the 
south-west  monsoons  a  thick  yellow  haze 
made  it  all  but  impossible  to  observe  the 
land,  which  showed  through  the  haze 
almost  identical  in  colour.  This  neces- 
sitated the  erection  of  a  powerful  light. 
He  agreed  with  his  hon.  Friend  as  to 
the  desirability  of  placing  a  light  on  the 
oast  end  of  Socotra,  where  powerful 
steamers  often  took  shelter  ;  but  even 
that  was  not  so  necessary  as  that  Cape 
Guardafui  should  be  lighted.  Proceed- 
ing up  the  Gulf  of  Aden,  and  after  pass- 
ing Perim,  ships  encountered  a  variety  of 
dangers  which  materially  impeded  their 
progress.  Considering  the  importance 
of  time  and  the  cost  of  delay,  especially 
to  mail  steamers,  it  would  be  seen  that 
a  lightship  might  be  very  usefully  estab- 
lished in  the  Turkish  waters  off  the 
town  of  Mocha,  and  a  lighthouse  on 
Ali  Khel,  and  then  the  lighting  of  the 
Southern  part  of  the  Hod  Sea  would  be 
satisfactory.  He  strongly  recommended 
the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on  '*The 
Brothers,*'  a  very  dangerous  shoal  fur- 
ther north,  which  lay  right  in  the  fair- 
way and  caused  much  loss  of  time  to 
vessels  in  the  endeavour  to  avoid  all 
risk  in  connection  with  it.  He  hoped 
soon  to  hear  that  negotiations  were  in 
progress  with  reference  to  that  shoal. 
Coming  through  the  Suez  Canal,  and 
continuing  the  voyage  past  Malta,  he 
found  a  light  necessary  at  Galita,  west- 
south-west  of  which  were  the  SoroUi 
Bocks,  which  were  still  unlighted.  It 
was  a  moot  point  as  to  the  precise  spot 
on  which  the  light  should  be  placed; 
liis  own  opinion  was  that  the  Sorelli 
Eocks  would  probably  be  the  best, 
though  perhaps  not  the  cheapest,  posi- 
tion.   Those  rocks  belonged  to  Tunis, 
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on  the  coast  of  which  State  there  were 
already  several  creditable  lights ;  and  it 
would  be  necessary  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  French  and  the  Tunisiaa 
Governments  in  order  to  remove  the  last 
danger  of  the  Mediterranean.  With  the 
lighting  to  the  west  of  those  rocks  he 
was  quite  satisfied ;  but  the  points  he 
had  mentioned — Minikoi,  west  end  of 
Socotra,  Bas-Hafoon,  Cape  Guardafui. 
a  light-ship  off  Mocha,  Aii  Khel,  <'  The 
Brothers,"  and  Galitana  or  the  Sorelli 
Eocks  —  ought  to  be  lighted,  and  he 
hoped  that  his  suggestions  would  be 
considered  by  the  Gt)vemment. 

Viscount  SANDON  said,  that  the 
House  and  the  GK>vemment  were  very 
much  indebted  to  the  two  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  had  spoken  for  the  infonnation 
they  had  given  on  a  subject  so  interest- 
ing to  all  Englishmen,  and  particularij 
to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
He  thoroughly  agreed  with  his  hon. 
Friends  as  to  the  desirability  of  having 
more  lighthouses  in  difficult  and  danger- 
ous seas ;  but  the  first  difficulty  was  that 
they  were  not  independent  in  the  matter, 
but  had  to  negotiate  with  other  Powen, 
some  of  whom  were  not  very  largely  pro- 
vided with  funds.  All  such  obstadee 
resolved  themselves  into  questions  of 
money.  He  could  assure  his  hon.  Friendi 
that  the  Government  had  not  been  idle 
in  the  matter.  It  was  not  easy  to  inter- 
fere with  respect  to  the  first  point  to 
which  attention  had  been  caUed  ;  but  ai 
regarded  Galita,  the  Government  had 
been  in  communication  with  the  French 
Government,  and  last  year  they  received 
an  assurance  from  Lord  Lyons  that 
France  and  Tunis  were  likely  jointly  to 
erect  a  proper  lighthouse  there.  Ha 
might  remind  the  House  that  the  exist- 
ing lights  in  the  Canal  and  the  Ited  Sea 
were  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to  the 
exertions  of  former  British  Govemmenii. 
In  the  year  1870  the  Hvdrographer  of 
the  Navy  and  Colonel  Clarke  had  been 
sent  to  the  Bed  Sea  to  make  investi- 
gations into  the  subject,  and  had  made  a 
Keport  thereon.  They  had  pressed  the 
matter  on  the  Khedive,  and  bad  asked 
the  French  Government  to  enter  into  an 
arrangement.  The  question  mttuJy 
turned  on  the  necessary  expense,  and  this 
French  Government  set  the  matter  aaids 
for  tlie  time.  It  had  been  raised  again 
by  the  Indian  Government  in  1874^Diit 
France  had  not  been  willinff  to  make  any 
pecuniary  engagements  till  1879.    But 
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in  1877  the  Khedive  had  agreed,  on  the 
representations  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, to  erect  a  lighthouse  on  Cape 
Ouardafaiy  provided  that  certain  tolls 
were  allowed ;  and  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  then  attempted  to  bring  about 
an  agreement  between  the  maritime 
Powers,  and  ascertained  that  they  would 
aU  ag^e  to  pay  the  requisite  tolls  as 
soon  as  it  was  settled  where  the  light- 
house should  be  erected.  The  Khedive 
then  proceeded  to  send  an  engineer  to 
make  a  survey  of  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  Her  Majesty's  Government  bad 
only  been  put  in  possession  of  his  Heport 
last  year.  That  gentleman  had  found 
difficulties  about  erecting  a  lighthouse 
at  the  point  which  had  been  indicated, 
and  recommended  that  it  should  be  placed 
some  eight  miles  south  of  the  promontory 
of  Gnai^dafui.  So  the  matter  remained  at 
present,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to 
wait  till  the  Efi;yptian  Government  had 
made  up  its  mind.     At  any  rate,  some 

Erog^ress  had  been  made,  for  the  country 
ad  been  surveyed,  and  the  maritime 
Powers  had  come  to  an  agreement.  He 
could  hardly  give  an  opinion  as  to  the 
Indian  lights ;  but  he  might  assure  hon. 
Members  that  the  Government  fully  ac- 
knowledged the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  would  do  their  best  to  induce 
other  Powers  to  co-operate  with  them  in 
future. 

Me.  pease,  after  thanking  the  noble 
Lord  for  his  speech,  remarked  that 
Ways  and  Means  ought  not  to  stand  in 
the  way  of  the  object  he  had  in  view. 
The  actual  cost  of  all  the  existing  light- 
houses was  insignificant  compared  with 
the  far  greater  importance  of  safety  and 
speed  in  navigation.  As  representing  a 
maritime  constituency,  he  would  ur^e 
upon  the  Gk>vemment  that  time  should 
not  be  lost  in  doing  the  work.  It  was  of 
the  greatest  importance,  as  it  would 
effect  an  economy  of  time  by  materially 
shorteninff  the  voyage.  The  most  im- 
portant element  of  the  question  was  that 
the  work  would  bring  our  Indian  Empire 
much  nearer  to  us.  It  was  a  great  prac- 
tical undertaking,  in  which  this  ereat 
maritime  nation  should  allow  no  delay. 

Mb.  BENTINCE  said,  that  the  House 
ought  to  be  obliged  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hastings  for  having  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  that  subject.  Ho 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  have  a 
light  to  avoid  the  outer  danger  than  the 
inner  danger  in  the  case  of  a  passage 


between  two  reefs.  There  was  a  ten- 
dency to  forget  that,  though  steamers 
were  taking  the  place  of  sailing  ships,  to 
a  great  extent  the  latter  stiU  existed. 
One  of  the  most  dangerous  shoals  in  the 
Mediterranean,  lying  right  in  the  track 
of  the  passage  to  Gibraltar  and  Malta, 
was  Smith's  Reef.  It  would  be  remem- 
bered that  it  was  on  that  reef,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  lighthouse  or  lightship. 
Her  Majesty's  ship  Athenian  was  lost. 
He  would,  therefore,  strongly  recommend 
that  a  light  should  be  placed  at  that  point 
without  delay. 

Mr.  T.  BRASSEY  said,  that  he 
would  not  press  his  Motion,  and  thanked 
the  noble  Lord  for  the  attention  which 
ho  had  g^ven  to  the  subject. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
OBSERVATIONS. 

Mr.  monk,  who  had  given  Notice  to 
call  attention  to  the  gradual  but  con- 
stant increase  in  the  Estimates  in  certain 
Classes  of  the  Civil  Service;  and  to 
move — 

' '  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  expen- 
diture  upon  the  Civil  Services  is  excessive,  and 
ought  to  bo  diminished,'* 

said,  it  was  a  self-evident  proposition 
that  the  Civil  expenditure  of  the  country 
was  on  the  increase  from  year  to  year. 
He  did  not  intend  to  go  greatly  into 
details  ;  but  he  would  ask  hon.  Members 
to  bear  in  mind  that  during  four  com- 
plete years  of  the  late  Government, 
ending  the  Slst  of  March,  1874,  the 
outlay  in  the  Civil  Service  Department, 
according  to  the  Appropriation  Ac- 
counts, amounted  to  £7  6,667,000,  aver- 
aging about  £19,000,000,  or  exactly 
£19,141,750;  whereas,  during  four  com- 
plete years  of  the  present  Government, 
down  to  the  31st  of  March,  1879,  it 
amounted  to  £93,055,000,  averaging 
£23,263,750,  an  increase  of  more  than 
£4,000,000  a-year.  It  would  be  said 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  increase  was  owing, 
tirst,  to  the  Education  Vote,  and,  secondly, 
to  the  relief  afforded  to  local  taxation. 
He  would  not  complain  of  any  increase 
which  had  arisen  in  consequence  of  the 
great  measure  which  was  brought  in 
during  the  Administration  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Green- 
wich (Mr.  Gladstone).  But  there  was 
still  a  large  increase  which  required  ex- 
planation from  the  Government,  and  he 
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did  not  think  the  causes  he  had  men- 
tioned and  the  increase  of  population 
were  a  sufficient  explanation.  Without 
charging  the  Goyemment  with  reckless 
expenditure  or  extravagance,  he  main- 
tained that  the  economic  principle  was 
altogether  absent  from  the  mode  in 
whidi  the  Treasury  prepared  these  Es- 
timates. He  was  inclined  to  say  that 
they  were  framed  on  a  kind  of  happy- 

fo-lucky  principle  ;  because  they  never, 
y  any  happy  chance,  managed  to  hit 
off  the  exact  sum,  or  anything  like  the 
exact  sum,  which  eventually  was  re- 
quired for  the  service  of  the  year.  He 
objected  to  having  three  sets  of  Estimates 
brought  before  the  House.  First,  there 
were  the  Estimates  brought  in  soon 
after  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  which 
were  supposed  to  cover  the  requirements 
of  the  coming  year ;  then  they  had  in 
July  Supplementary  Estimates,  then  an 
Estimate  for  excesses.  He  did  not  ex- 
pect that  there  could  be  complete  Esti- 
mates in  FebruaiT ;  but  he  thought  they 
ought  to  have  full  knowledge  of  the 
amounts  required  by  the  middle  of 
March,  before  the  Budget.  But  there 
seemed  to  be  a  habit  of  always  falling 
back  on  Estimates  for  excesses.  He 
would  defy  any  young  Member  who 
wished  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
course  of  Business  in  the  House  to  mas- 
ter the  details  of  these  different  Esti- 
mates. Seeing  that  no  Bills  of  any  im^r- 
tance,  with  the  exception  of  the  Orimmal 
Code  Bill,  had  been  introduced  by  the 
Government  of  late  years,  he  wanted  to 
know  how  it  was  such  large  sums  as 
500  and  600  guineas  were  paid  to  gen- 
tlemen not  connected  with  any  Govern- 
ment office  for  drafting  Bills,  and  what 
were  the  names  of  the  learned  gentlemen 
to  whom  these  amounts  wore  paid,  as 
it  appeared  to  him  to  be  throwing  a  very 
large  amount  of  patronage  into  the 
hands  of  the  Gt)vemment?  He  knew 
that  he  should  have  the  stereotj'ped  an- 
swer that  Sir  Henry  Thring  and  his  as- 
sistants were  unable  to  overtake  the  work 
which  was  thrown  upon  thorn  in  the  Ses- 
sion ;  but  he  wanted  to  know  why  the 
Bills  could  not  be  drafted  in  the  Recess. 
Then  there  was  an  increase  in  the  Yoto 
for  the  Stationery  Office.  A  short  time 
ago  they  wore  told  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Lincolnshire  (Mr.  Rowland  Winn) 
had  cleaned  out  the  Augean  stable,  and 
yet  this  year  there  was  an  increased  Vote. 
They  were  also  asked  for  an  increased 

Mr,  Monh 


Vote  of  £2,706  for  the  Charity  Commii- 
sion.     How  could  the  Goyemment  re- 
concile it  to  their  conscieiice— if  they 
had  a  conscience— to  pay  such  a  sum  for 
the  Oharity  Commission,  particularly  ai 
there  was  a  Resolution  passed  unani- 
mously, on  the  Journals  of  the  Hoiuei 
affirming  that  the  expenses  of  that  Com- 
mission ouffht  to  be  paid  by  a  tax  on  the 
Charities  themselves  ?    The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  brought  in  a  Bill  to  that 
effect  last  year ;  why  had  he  not  re-iatio- 
duced  it  this  Session  ?      Then  th^  hid 
an  extraordinary  item  of  £8,000  for  re- 
furnishing an  Embassy  house.  That  wai 
a  very  lar^e  sum  for  sach  a  purpose,  and 
he  wanted  some  explanation  of  it.  There 
was  also  a  sum  of  £120,000  required 
to  make  good  the  deficiency  on  the  part 
of  the  Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Socie- 
ties.   The  total  amount  receivea  up  to 
the  20th  of  November,  1879,  in  respect 
of  Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Sodetiei 
was  £126,253,000.  The  amount  of  prin- 
cipal and  interest  paid  to  the  Trustees 
was  £80,532,000.     Therefore  the  earn 
due  to  the  Trustees  by  the  CommissioDen 
on  the  20th   of  November,  1879,    wai 
£45,720,000,  and  the  value  of  the  eecn- 
rities  held  by  the  Commissioners  wai 
only  £41,571,000.  A  loss,  therefore,  had 
been    incurred   by    the    Treasury    of 
£4,149,000;  and,  as  he  had  salcC  ibe 
Vote  required  this  year  to  make  up  the 
deficiency  was  £120,000.      Some  expla- 
nation was  due  on  that  head.     He  o^ili 
not  understand  why,  with  2^  per  cent 
paid  to  investors  in  the  Sayings  Banki^ 
the  Qovemment  could  incur  such  a  fear- 
ful loss.     With  regard  to  the  expend!* 
ture  on  retired  alh)wanoes,  it  was  vaiy 
objectionable  that  young  men  between 
20  and  30  should  be  compulsorily  retired, 
instead  of  being  put  into  other  placet. 
Ho  regretted  vexr  much  that  he  had 
been  induced  by  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Pontefract  (Mr.  Cmilders)  to  with- 
draw his  opposition  to  the  Vote  for  the 
increase  of  salaries  of  Masters  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judica- 
ture, for  he  understood  that  while  Ae 
salaries  had  been  increased  there  was  a 
large  number  of  sinecures,  and  no  re- 
duction whatever  had  occurred.     The 
Ilouse  and  the  public  were  yeir  little 
aware  of  the  enormous  increase  m  the 
amount  of  the  Civil  Sendee  Estimates. 
Uo  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  draw  at- 
tention to  the  subject ;  but  as  he  had  no 
wish  to  delay  the  passing  of  the  Supple- 
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mentarj  Eetimates  he  should  not  move 
the  Beeolution  of  which  he  had  given 
Notice. 

8iB  HENRY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,    the    question    which    had    been 
raised  by  the  hon.  Member  was  one 
whieh  had  been    brought    before    the 
House  on  more  than  one  occasion,  when 
it  had  received  the  same  reply  which 
he  was  afraid  he  must  give  to  it  on  the 
present  occasion.   Everyone  would  allow 
that,  although  the  Civil  Service  Esti- 
mates showed  in    their  bulk    an    un- 
doubted increase  in  latter  years,  they 
owed  that  increase  to  the  action  of  Par- 
liament itself  with  regard  either  to  the 
education  ^^ants  or  to  those  grants  for 
local  taxation  which  had  not  met  with 
unqualified  opposition  at  the  hands  of 
the  hon.  Memoer.    Both  these  grants 
had  been  the  means  of  throwing  an  in- 
crease   upon   the    Estimates;    and    he 
thought  it  only  fair  to  eliminate  them 
firom  the  consideration  of  the  question 
of  the  increase  in  the  Estimates,  as  they 
were  due  to  the  action  of  Parliament. 
He  would  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  Betum    issued    from  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  moved  for  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Pontefract    (Mr.    Childers).     That 
Betum  showed  that  if  the  charges  for 
grants  for  local  taxation  and  for  educa- 
tion were  put  aside,  and  the  Civil  Ser- 
Tice  charges,  real  and  proper,  were  only 
considered,  there  had  been  really  a  de- 
crease in  the  Estimates  from  the  year 
1867  to  the  present  time.     In  1857-8 
the  Estimatesfor  the  Civil  Service  proper 
amounted  to  £5,921,311,  and  they  had 
fluctuated   between   that    amount    and 
£5,750,000,  which  was  the  amount  in 
1878-9.    That  was  to  say,    there   was 
m    diminution   this  year   in  the   Esti- 
mates for  the  Service  proper  as  com- 
pared   with    the    year    1857-8.      This 
showed  that  successive  Governments  had 
kept  such  control  over  the  Estimates 
that  they  had  not  increased  in  the  period 
which  he  had  named.    The  hon.  Mem- 
ber,  turning  from  the   subject  of  the 
CiTil  Service  charges  to  the  preparation 
of  the  Estimates,   called  the  mode  of 
preparing  them  haphazard,  and  objected 
to  the  &>vemment  taking'  Supplemon- 
tBij  Estimates  in  July.     Well,  the  Es- 
timates being  called  for  in  December  in 
order  to  be  prepared  for  the  coming 

J  ear,  it  was  necessary  to  fix  a  date  in 
anuary  beyond  which  no  further  in- 


crease or  alteration  could  be  made  in 
them.     From  that  date  the  Estimates 
were  in  type  and  unalterable,  and  ready 
to  be  placed  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
at  the   meeting    of    Parliament.     But 
things  occurred  in  the  different  Depart- 
ments after  their   Betums    had   been 
made  of  which  they  could  have  no  pre- 
vious knowledge.     For  instance,  advan- 
tageous offers  were  made  with  regard  to 
leases,  which  on  economical  grounds  the 
Treasury  could  not  refuse  ;  or  buildings 
had  suddenly  to  be  erected.     If  in  such 
cases  a  hard-and-fast  rule  were  to  be 
laid  down,  and  if  no  fresh  expenditure 
were  to  be  incurred,  say  after  March  or 
February,  the  Treasury  would  often  be 
placed  in  a  position  very  detrimental  to 
the  Public   Service,   and  offers    which 
might  not  be  renewed  in  advantageous 
forms  would  have  to  be  refused.    It  was 
the  constant  effort  of  the  Treasury  to 
resist  incurring  such  expenditure  as  he 
was  referring  to ;  and  it  was  only  done 
when,  in  the  interest  of  the  public,  the 
demands  of  the  Public  Service  required 
it.     It  became  in  this  manner  absolutely 
necessary  to  sanction  money  Votes  which 
were  not  contemplated  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  Betums  ;  and,  consequently. 
Governments  were  unwillinglv  obliged 
to  submit  to  Parliament  Supplementary 
Estimates  in  the  month  of  July.     The 
hon.  Member  used  the  word  *'  exces- 
sive," and  pointed  to  the  excessive  Sup- 
Elementary  Estimates  which  they  had 
een  forced  to   submit  to  the    House 
this  year.     But  the  hon.  Member  ought 
to  have  remembered  that  these  Esti- 
mates, if  it  had  not  been  for  one  item, 
would  have  been  lower  than  the  Esti- 
mates for  several  recent  years.     With 
regard  to  the  charge  of  £230,000  for 
the  Prison  Vote,  the  item  to  which  he 
referred,  ho  thought  it  right  to  say  that 
it  was  only  a  very  short  time  ago  that 
the  arrangements  of  the  Home  Office  in 
respect  to  that  Vote  were  concluded,  so 
that  it  was  impossible  last  year  to  fore- 
cast what  amount  of  money  would  be  re- 
quired in  any  one  instance  of  arrange- 
ment.    The    expense  of  this  Vote,   it 
should  also  bo  romomborod,   was    re- 
couped to  the  extent  of  £210,000  by  the 
receipts  on  behalf  of  the  Prison  Com- 
mission paid  into  the  Exchequer.     The 
real  loss,    therefore,    did    not  amount 
to    more    than   between    £20,000    and 
£30,000.     He  thought  that  the  House, 
after  considering  the  figures  he  had  put 
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before  them,  would  not  oonaider  the 
Supplementary  Estimates  exceptional. 
The  hon.  Member  also  referred  to  the 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  drafting 
of  Bills.  It  was  quite  true  that  a  large 
expenditure  had  been  incurred  beyond 
the  amount  required  for  the  Parliament- 
ary staff  kept  for  the  purpose  of  draft- 
ing Bills ;  but  if  all  the  Bills  that  were 
brought  in — Bills  not  contemplated  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  Session, 
and  Bills  that  could  not  be  easily  drawn 
during  the  Kecess — were  to  be  drawn 
by  the  official  draftsmen,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  greatly  increase  the  present 
staff.  There  were  many  advantages  in 
the  existing  system  of  sometimes  em- 
ploying others  than  the  official  drafts- 
men, as  it  gave  opportunities  for  bring- 
ing particular  talent  and  knowledge  to 
bear  upon  a  peculiar  subject.  He  might 
mention,  for  example,  that  in  the  case 
of  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals) 
Act  very  important  service  was  rendered 
to  Parliament  and  the  country  from 
their  having  secured  the  aid  of  a  gentle- 
man having  special  knowledge  of  the 
whole  subject.  As  to  the  remarks  made 
in  reference  to  the  Charity  Commission, 
he  had  to  say  that  part  of  the  sum  de- 
manded on  its  account  was  needed  to 
make  payments  which  would  not  have 
been  made  had  Parliament  not  decided 
to  continue  the  Commission.  Coming 
to  the  question  of  the  retirement  of  offi- 
cers from  the  Public  Service,  he  had  to 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  one  or 
two  re-organizations  of  Departments 
had  taken  place  in  the  last  year,  and 
that  Bills  were  passed  in  that  House 
enabling  special  terms  to  be  given  to 
officers  on  retirement.  It  was  only  by 
offering  special  terms  that  it  was  possible 
to  carry  out  any  re-organizations  at  all. 
He  could  assure  the  hon.  Member  that 
nothing  was  more  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury than  to  keep  down  the  Civil  Service 
Estimates  as  far  as  was  consistent  with 
the  public  interest.  lie  knew  well  that, 
in  dealing  with  the  Civil  Service  Esti- 
mates, they  were  dealing  with  a  part  of 
the  public  finances  which  allowed  less 
reduction  than  any  other.  But  ho  hoped 
he  had  shown  that  those  parts  of  the 
Estimates  over  which  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  had  real  control  wero 
lower  than  in  Bome  recent  years. 

Mr.  KYLANDS  said,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 

Sir  Jlenry  Sehcin-llheieon 


had  referred  to  a  certain  re-organiation 
in  the  Department.  He  was  bound  to 
say  his  experience  led  him  to  the  belief 
that  although  they  had  always  the  pro- 
mise of  advantages  by  re-organizatioii, 
they  were  so  remote  as  to  be,  in  many 
cases,  worse  than  the  original  state  of 
affairs.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  ne- 
cessity for  re-organization  arose  from  the 
vices  which  existed  in  the  Civil  Service. 
If  that  Service  were  placed  on  a  basis  in 
which  the  members  oi  it  would,  first  of  all, 
be  required  fully  to  do  their  daty  in  an 
efficient  manner,  and  to  give  a  suffident 
amount  of  time  to  the  Public  Service, 
he  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  thej 
would  always  be  able  to  weed  out  frtan 
the  Civil  Service  those  men  who  were 
not  efficient,  and  who  simply  took  the 
place  of  gentlemen  who  were.  He  re- 
collected a  few  years  ago,  when  he  wai 
a  Member  of  a  Select  Committee  of  that 
House  to  inquire  into  the  Civil  Serrioe 
Department,  that  he  asked  Sir  William 
Stephenson,  who  was  a  very  high  autho- 
rity, whether,  in  the  Department  of  the 
Customs,  or  in  any  other  Public  Depart- 
ment in  which  gentlemen  were  em- 
ployed in  the  capacity  of  clerks,  it  wsf 
not  a  fact  that,  however  inefficient  a 
young  man  happened  to  be,  by  virtue 
of  seniority  he  would  rise  gradually, 
with  an  increment  ef  salary,  withoat 
reference  to  efficiency  of  conduct  f  He 
(Sir  William  Stephenson)  said — 

'*  Well,  to  a  great  extent,  unless  m  derk  ii 
guilty  of  some  scandalous  neg^lect  of  dotj,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  a  head  of  m  Deputmcst 
to  supersede  him." 

And  he  said  further — 

''You  Gentlemen  in  Parliament  would  riie 
and  complain  if  any  supersesiioii  of  individaili 
took  place,  unless  tnere  were  rary  dear  gromidi 

for  the  course." 

He  knew  that  pressure  was  put  on  ereiy 
head  of  a  Department  on  account  of 
promotion  in  that  Department  being 
slow.  Ke-organization  of  the  Depart* 
ment  was  then  pressed  for  in  order  to 
improve  the  position,  and  a  number  of 
men  were  sent  out  of  the  Department, 
and  they  were  paid  compensation  for 
loss  of  office.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Gloucester  (Mr.  Monk)  had  aUuded  to 
another  question  in  which  he  (Mr. 
Kylands)  had  had  good  reason  to  oom- 
plain  that  the  Government  would  not 
take  advantage  of  the  opportonity 
affi>i*ded  them  of  economising  in 
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portant  Department.    The    House,    at 
the  end  of  last  Session,  was  called  upon 
to  pass  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature 
Bill.    His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Oloaoester  and  he  opposed  the  Bill,  on 
the  g^und  that  they  nad  no  guarantee 
in  the  Bill  that  there  would  bo  economy. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  in  reply,  said 
that  the  present  Loxd  Chancellor,  what- 
erer  might  haye  been  the  case  with 
previous  Lord  Chancellors,   was   most 
anxious  to  promote  economy ;  and  they 
might  rely  that  if  the  Bill  were  passed 
into  law  very  great  economy  would  be 
effected  in  the  aigh  Court  of  Judicature. 
He  would  now  make  the  charge  that 
there  had  not  been  the  sliffhtest  economy. 
Unless  he  was  very  much  misinformed, 
there  had  been  an  increase  of  expendi- 
tore  which  was  probably  of  an  unneces- 
saxT  character.     Certainly  there  was  no 
ftilnlment  of  the  pledfi^  given  last  Ses- 
sion that  action  would  be  taken  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  with  a  view  to  reduce 
the  cost  of  the  High  Court  of  Judicature. 
When  that  Vote  came  on  in  the  ordinary 
Civil  Service  Estimates,  he  had  no  doubt 
that  the  Government  would  be  called 
upon  by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Gloucester,  or  by  himself,  to  give  an 
explanation  of  what  they  had  done  in 
aooordanoe  with  the  pledges  given  in 
the  House ;  and  unless  those  pledges  had 
been  given  he  ventured  to  say  it  would 
have   Deen  utterly  impossible  for  the 
Bill  to  have  passed  into  law.    The  facts 
he  was  furnished  with  showed  that,  so 
far  from  that  Bill  having  worked  in  an 
economical  way,  it  had  given  oppor- 
tunity for  further  expenditure.  He  must 
aaVy   if  they  were  to   deal    effectively 
with  the  Civil  Service  expenditure,  they 
must  be  determined  to  deal  with  it  in 
ench  a  way  as  to    secure   that   every 
public  servant   should  give  a  greater 
amount  of  service,  and  Uiat  the  Public 
Departments   should    not  be  a  i)ublic 
scandal,  as  he  believed  at  the  present 
time  was  the  case  in  a  ^roat  many  of 
the  Offices,  in  the  way  m  which  they 
were  over-manned,  and  the  careless  way 
the  Public  Service  was  conducted  during 
the  oomparativelv  short   period  of  la- 
bcmr.    He  thouffht  they  ought  to  insist 
that  there  should  be  longer  hours.    In 
some  of  the  Public  Offices,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  there  ought  to 
be  longer  hours.  G^iey  ought  to  give  in- 
ducement to  clerks  in  Offices  by  reward- 

YOL.  ecu.        [thibd  series.] 


ing  merit  with  promotion.  Still,  further , 
every  man  who  did  not  fulfil  his  duty 
should  be  removed ;  and  if  they  adopted 
that  system,  they  would  not  be  con- 
tinually, as  at  present,  piling  up  the 
Superannuation  I^und.  It  coiud  not  be 
denied  that  the  expenditure  for  pensions 
and  superannuation  was  increasing  every 
year  to  a  monstrous  extent.  He  had  a 
very  decided  impression  that  some  day 
the  House  would  have  to  deal  strongly 
with  that  enormous  expenditure;  and 
even  in  cases  where  they  made  a  profit 
out  of  a  Department,  that  was  no  reason 
why  they  should  spend  a  lot  of  money 
on  unnecessary  officials.  The  mere  fact 
that  a  Department  received  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money  through  stamps  and 
fees  was  no  justification  for  the  expendi- 
ture being  in  excess  of  what  the  Office 
could  be  reasonably  conducted  upon. 
Not  only  should  they  have  to  deal  very 
strongly  with  the  present  system  of 
employment  in  the  Public  Offices ;  but 
he  thought  also  that  if  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  wished  to  have  his  hands 
strengthened  against  clamour  as  to  the 
expenditure  on  the  Services  of  the 
Crown,  nothing  would  have  greater 
effect  in  that  direction  than  the  a|)point- 
ment  of  such  a  Committee  as  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Swansea  (Mr. 
DiUwyn)  suggested  last  year — namely,  a 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
Estimates  for  the  Civil  Services.  He 
was  bound  to  say  that  the  present  mode 
of  taking  the  Civil  Service  Estimates 
was  very  clumsy ;  and  he  thought  that 
the  Government  might  adopt  a  more 
complete  examination  of  tne  Public 
Expenditure  in  those  Departments,  so 
that,  without  any  parsimony  with  re- 
gard to  salaries,  the  public  duty  might 
be  carried  on  in  a  more  efficient,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  a  more  economical 

manner.  

General  Sm  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
said,  a  Return  obtained  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Pontefract  (Mr.  Childers) 
for  one  particular  purpose,  to  show  the 
process  made  in  increasing  some  par- 
ticular portions  of  the  Public  Expendi- 
ture, had  been  quoted  for  another  and 
different  one  as  to  the  progress  of  all 
the  Civil  expenditure.  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  would  have  made  a  much 
bettor  comparison  if  he  had  used  the 
Return  moved  for  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Stansfeld),  or 
that  which  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
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Bury  obtained  a  few  years  ago.  He  de- 
nied that  any  credit  was  due  to  the 
present  Govemment  for  keeping  down 
expenditure.  There  had  been  an  enor- 
mous increase  of  the  Civil  Service  ex- 
penditure during  the  last  20  years,  but 
more  especially  during  the  administration 
of  the  present  Government.  It  was  the 
fashion,  when  speaking  of  the  Naval 
and  Military  expenditure,  to  compare 
the  gross  for  these  Services  of  20  years 
ago  with  the  gross  of  the  present  day ; 
and  the  residt  was  that  the  outlay  on 
what  was  called  the  spending  Depart- 
ments had  largely  increased.  None  of 
the  deductions  were  made  therefrom 
which  might  and  ought  to  be  made. 
He  was  ready  to  admit  that  the  Civil 
expenditure  of  the  country  had  very  con- 
siderably increased  irom  special  causes. 
The  Education  Vote  had  swollen  50  per 
cent  in  four  years,  and  the  g^nts  in 
aid  of  local  taxation  had  risen  from 
£2,761,000  to  uijwards  of  £5,000,000 
in  1880.  Those  increases  in  the  Civil 
charges  arose  from  the  loose  way  of 
putting  forward  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates. He  knew  that  Supplementary 
Estimates  were  sometimes  unavoidable. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  London  University  (Mr.  Lowe),  when 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  admitted 
so  much,  and  thereby  encourag^  this 
financially  bad  habit ;  but  it  was  a  mat- 
ter for  regret  that  they  should  have  so 
largely  increased,  especially  in  the  pre- 
sent year.  One  great  evil  in  the  system 
was  that  by  accepting  such  Estimates 
the  House  took  upon  itself  a  responsi- 
bility that  should  be  placed  on  the  lieads 
of  Departments  for  preparing  loose  Es- 
timates. The  sooner  heads  of  Depart- 
ments were  brought  face  to  face  with 
the  House  or  with  the  Public  Accoimts 
Committee,  to  explain  why  they  had 
not  originally  foreseen  all  the  wants 
of  their  Departments,  the  better  would 
Parliament  be  able  to  control  the  ex- 
penditure. As  it  was,  these  heads 
bore  no  responsibility.  They  brought 
to  bear  all  their  influence  upon  the 
Treasury,  and  they  got  all  their  de- 
mands complied  with,  and  escaped  all 
censure  and  blame.  That,  he  sub- 
mitted, was  a  grave  evil,  and  he  looked 
to  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
remedy  it. 

Motion,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  Chair,"  agreed  to. 

General  Sir  George  Balfour 


SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  SUFPUEIIEX. 
TABY  ESTI3IATES,  1879-80. 


BvrFLY^-etnuidered  in  ComxDittee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  U. — Salabies  ashd  ExFzarszs  or 
Public  DEPABxaczirTS. 
(1.)  £36,000,  Stationezy  and  Printing. 

Mr.  monk  eaid,  that  he  found  on 
this  Tote  an  increase  on  acoonnt  of  §aift> 
ries  of  £600.  No  explanation  was  given 
of  this  increase,  except  that  it  was  said 
that,  **  although  the  re-organization  of 
the  Department  in  July  last  will  ulti- 
mately result  in  considerable  economy 
in  salaries,  the  inunediate  effect  is  in 
increase  of  about  this  amoonL"  Ha 
wished  to  ask  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  whether  those 
salaries  were  in  addition  to  the  Tetizing 
allowances  ?  He  should  also  like  to 
know  whether  the  increase  in  salariei 
was  due  to  certain  oflSieers  being  paid 
higher  salaries  under  the  re-orffaniia- 
tion  scheme,  or  whether  an  ad£tional 
staff  of  clerks  had  been  employed  ;  sad, 
further,  whether,  under  the  re-organia- 
tion  scheme,  any  of  the  clerks  hiuL  been 
pensioned  off? 

Sm  HENBY  SELWIN-IBBET80N 
said,  that  as  he  understood  some  of  the 
increase  was  due  to  the  employment  of 
fresh  clerks.  Owing  to  the  reduction  in 
the  number  of  officers  in  the  Departmot 
as  a  whole,  the  salaries  of  other  offieot 
had  been  increased.  The  effect  of  the 
reduction  would  not  be  /elt   until  tlis 

Eensions  of  some  of  those  officers  who 
ad  retired  ceased  to  be  payable.  TTlti- 
mately,  there  would  be  a  considenUs 
decrease  in  the  Escpenditore. 

Mb.  RYLANDS  said,  that  with  re- 
gard to  the  re-organization  scheme,  ho 
wished  to  submit  to  the  hon.  Baronel 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whellMr 
it  would  not  be  convenient  to  lay  upoa 
the  Table  of  the  House  a  Paper  shov- 
ing the  actual  immediate  addition  to  the 
Expenditure  by  the  increase  of  ^^l"^ 
and  aleo  the  reduction  which  had  beca 
made  in  the  Office;  and,  further,  the  nlti* 
mate  adyantage  that  would  aocnis  to 
the  public  in  the  form  of  reduction  in  tin 
Expenditure?  He  believed  that  that  wsi 
done  in  the  case  of  the  Admiralty,  and  in 
one  or  two  other  instances;  andheOuraght 
that  it  was  very  desirable  that  the  ssmt 
course  should  be  pursued  in  the  present 
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He  wished  to  ask  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet whether  it  was  anybody's  duty  to 
ascertain  whether  the  statements  that 
were  made  from  time  to  time  as  to 
redaction  in  expenditure  were  proved 
by  experience  to  be  accurate  or  not?  He 
thought  that  an  attempt  should  be  made 
to  ascertain  whether,  m  consequence  of 
the  re-organization,  a  diminished  or  an 
increased  expenditure  took  place  in  the 
Department.  The  public  ought  to  be 
informed  whether  the  expectations  held 
out  at  the  time  of  re-organization  were 
realized ;  and  whether,  through  an  addi- 
tional expenditure  not  contemplated  at 
the  time  of  re- organization,  the  expected 
reduction  had  not  taken  place. 

8iB  HENKY  SELWm-IBBETSON 
said,  that  he  could  inform  the  hon. 
Member  that  the  whole  results  of  the 
re-organization  of  a  Department  were 
submitted  to  the  Treasury.  When  a  re- 
ormnization  was  proposed  the  Treasury 
had  to  be  satisfied  both  as  to  the  exist- 
ing amount  of  the  expenditure  and  as 
to  the  future  maximum  result  of  the 
obanffes.  The  Treasury  then  judged 
whether  or  not  to  sanction  the  change. 
No  re-organization  could  take  place 
without  the  sanction  of  the  Trea- 
sury, which  always  considered  its  pro- 
bable results.  T!he  hon.  Member  nad 
asked  whether  any  watch  was  kept 
by  the  Treasury  as  to  the  working 
out  of  the  results  ?  So  far  as  the  Es- 
timates went,  they  had  an  absolute 
check  upon  the  results.  They  had  the 
actual  results  brought  before  them,  and 
oould  thus  see  how  far  the  expectations 
as  to  reduction  were  realized.  The  hon. 
Member  asked  whether  the  Treasury  had 
found  that  in  some  cases  it  was  necessary 
to  amplify  the  original  scheme  by  the 
introduction  of  other  officers.  So  far  as 
his  own  experience  went,  he  had  never 
found  that  that  had  been  the  result. 
The  results  of  the  re-organizations  were 
watched  with  the  greatest  possible  care 
by  the  Treasury,  and  it  took  care  that 
only  schemes  of  a  really  practical  charac- 
ter were  adopted.  Ue  could  see  no  ob- 
jection to  furnishing  the  House  in  future 
with  the  information  that  the  Treasury 
itself  always  possessed  with  regard  to 
any  proposed  scheme.  In  the  case  of 
the  re-organization  last  year  full  informa- 
tion was  submitted  to  the  House.  The 
Treasurr  took  note  of  the  proposed  sav- 
ing ana  of  the  proposed  salaries ;  and 
he  saw  no  reason  for  being  imablo,  if  the 


House  desired  it,  to  put  it  in  possession 
of  all  the  information  in  the  haiids  of  the 
Treasury. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  results  of  re-organiza- 
tion scnemes  had  been  to  give  a  great 
many  gentlemen  increased  salaries,  and 
a  great  many  others  good  pensions.  It 
was  generally  found,  when  a  chanee  had 
taken  place,  that  something  which  had 
been  overlooked  called  for  a  fresh  expen- 
diture. He  thought  that  these  re-orga- 
nization schemes  required  to  be  looked 
into  much  more  carefully  than  they  were. 
One  or  two  instances  of  that  kind  he  had 
noted,  and  could  refer  to.  He  had  known 
cases  of  gentlemen  being  retired  at 
middle  age  on  pensions,  and  taking 
other  employments,  when  they  might 
have  been  much  better  employed  in  the 
Government  Offices.  He  mought  that 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Burnley 
had  done  well  in  bringing  the  subject  to 
the  notice  of  the  Oommittee. 

Mb.  CHAMBERLAIN  said,  that  there 
was  a  matter  in  connection  with  the  Sta- 
tionery and  Printing  Vote  which  he 
proposed  to  hrinst  before  the  notice  of 
the  Committee  wnen  the  ordinanr  Civil 
Service  Estimates  were  considered.  He 
did  not  propose  to  raise  a  discussion 
then;  but  he  should  like  to  take  that 
opportunity  of  asking  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  what  had 
been  done  in  the  matter  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  pamphlets  and  reports  in  accord- 
ance with  his  suggestion  r  The  Govern- 
ment had  promised  that  Mr.  Speaker 
should  be  consulted  as  to  whether  some 
satisfactory  arrangement  could  not  be 
made  for  the  gratuitous  distribution  of 
the  official  Papers  in  question  to  the 
free  libraries  throughout  the  country. 

Sib  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  that  he  was  very  sorry  he  could  not 
give  a  satisfactory  reply  to  the  question 
addressed  to  him  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Birmingham.  On  more  than  one  occa- 
sion he  had  been  in  commtmication  with 
Mr.  Speaker  on  the  subject,  and  various 
schemes  had  been  suggested.  Unfortu- 
nately, owing  to  certain  difficiilties  with 
regard  to  the  contracts  for  the  printing 
of  the  House,  they  had  not  yet  been  able 
to  adopt  the  course  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member.  Perhaps  on  another  occasion 
he  should  be  enabled  to  announce  a  more 
satisfactory  result. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  said,  that  there 
oould  be  no  possible  difficulty  in  the 
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matter,  if  the  Government  made  up  its 
mind  to  take  the  step  he  suggested.  His 
proposal  was  that  100  extra  copies  of 
pamphlets  and  other  official  Papers 
should  be  printed  and  distributed 
amongst  the  free  libraries  of  the  country. 
He  could  not  understand  the  necessity 
for  referring  the  matter  to  Mr.  Speaker ; 
for  if  the  Government  were  to  consent  to 
a  slight  increase  of  the  Expenditure  in 
this  Vote  it  could  be  done. 

Mr.  RYLANDS  said,  that  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Birmingham  was 
perfectly  justified  in  pressing  this  matter 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Government.  In 
his  opinion,  it  was  a  question  of  very  gpreat 
public  importance,  and  he  hoped  that  his 
lion.  Friend  would  take  the  opportunity 
of  the  Civil  Service  Estimates  for  bring- 
ing the  matter  again  before  the  House. 
The  real  Obstructive  in  this  matter  was 
the  noble  Lord  the  Postmaster  General ; 
for  if  he  would  make  no  charge  for  the 
transmission  of  these  Blue  Books  the 
principal  obstacle  to  the  gratuitous  dis« 
tribution  would  vanish. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(2.)  £180,  Lunacy  Commission,  Scot- 
land. 

(3.)  £36,  Lord  Lieutenant's  House- 
hold, Ireland. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  that  this  sum 
was  stated  to  be  required  for  emblazon- 
ing arms,  and  was  a  cha^e  which  used 
to  DO  defrayed  from  the  Stationery  and 
Printing  Vote.  He  should  like  to  ask 
whether  the  work  was  given  to  an  Irish 
firm  or  not  ?  He  only  rose  to  ask  the 
question  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the 
Government  the  satisfaction  of  stating 
that  that  was  the  case. 

Sir  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  that  this  item  was  originally  in- 
cluded in  the  Stationery  Vote.  The 
work  was  executed  under  the  immediate 
eye  of  Sir  Bernard  Burke,  and  it  had 
been  thought  better  to  take  the  items 
from  the  Stationery  Vote,  and  place  it  in 
the  Vote  for  the  expenses  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  Household.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  Sir  Bernard  Burke  had  acted 
as  the  hon.  Member  would  have  desired 
that  he  should  act.  The  duty  of  embla- 
zoning these  arms  was  intrusted  to  the 
Herald's  Office. 

Sir  CHAliLES  W.  DILKE  said,  that 
it  was  his  impression  tliat  the  chief  ex- 
l>enscs  for  the  College  of  Arms  were  not 
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paid  by  Vote,  but  were  dharged  upon  the 

Consolidated  Fund.     

Sir  HENEY  SELWIN-IBBETSOS 
said,  that  he  believed  that  was  the  cue. 
The  Vote  in  question  was  foimerly  de- 
fraved  from  the  Stationery  Vote ;  but  it 
had  been  thought  better  to  senarste  it 
and  place  it  under  the  present  nead. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(4.)  £2,700,  Local  Qoyemment  Board, 
Ireland. 

Majob  NOLAN  said,  that  he  shonld 
like  to  call  attention  to  a  matter  in  con- 
nection with  this  Vote.  Under  sub- 
head F,  the  sum  of  £300  was  charged 
on  account  of  travelling  expenses  of  four 
Inspectors.  To  that  item  he  did  not  wisb 
to  object;  but  he  desired  to  point  out 
that  there  was  a  larse  district  in  the 
West  of  Ireland  c^ed  Connemsrs, 
which  was  situated  partly  in  Oalwaysnd 
partly  in  Mayo,  which  was  utterly  be- 
yond the  control  of  the  local  Boud  of 
GKiardians.  That  district  was  in  great 
need  of  supervision;  fbr  the  Boards  of 
Guardians,  though  very  efficient,  wtm 
unable,  from  the  extent  of  the  district, 
to  exercise  anything  like  efficient  oontroL 
The  distress  might  be  very  severely  fdt 
in  those  districts,  unless  they  were  placed 
under  the  special  superintendence  of 
some  Oovemment  iJispartment.  He 
wished  to  ask  the  Government  whether 
they  intended  to  place  that  part  of  Get 
way  under  some  special  sapervisioaf 
The  GK>vemment  ought  to  grve  some 
assurance  that  the  Iiocal  GkrvexuDSBt 
Board  would  pay  special  attention  to  tlie 
wants  of  those  districts,  and  see  thit 
there  were  efficient  means  of  relief  then. 

Sib  HENBT  SELWIN-IBBEI80N 
said,  that  he  could  assure  the  hon.  sad 
gallant  Member  that  the  GkyrermnsBt 
were  thorou^y  alive  to  the  matter  re- 
ferred to.  Me  might  point  out  to  the 
Committee  that  three  aaditionsl  JnMfBt' 
tors  were  appointed  in  addition  to  tte 
four  originallv  sanctioned.  TheTreasoiT 
had  permittea  the  appointment  of  sua 
additional  staff  in  onier  that  the  most 
thorough  inspection  might  be  made,  and 
that  the  GK>vemment  might  be  kept 
fully  alive  to  the  extent  of  the  distieea 
His  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretsiy 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  kept  himself  hDj 
acquainted  with  the  wants  of  each  die* 
trict ;  and  he  could  assure  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  that  there  was  so 
district  in  Ireland  as  to  which  the  Go- 
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Temment  had  not  the  means  of  exer- 
cising the  most  complete  supervision. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  that  he  did 
not  wish  to  doubt  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  Baronet;  but  he  feared,  notwith- 
etandinff  the  willingness  of  the  Govem- 
ment,  that  they  were  taking  an  optimist 
view  of  the  situation,  and  of  the  distress 
which  existed.  In  a  ffreat  many  dis- 
tricts there  was  fearful  distress,  while, 
for  some  reason  or  other,  the  inspection 
was  extremely  faulty.  He  could  give 
seyeral  cases  in  illustration  of  that  view. 
He  should  like  to  know  how  it  was  that 
state  of  things  existed  in  Tipperary,  a 
district  which  was  by  no  means  amongst 
the  worst  off  in  Ireland  ?  He  would  just 
qnote  one  single  instance  of  the  existing 
state  of  things ;  and,  except  on  the  fact, 
as  he  had  stated,  that  the  Government 
inspection  had  been  at  fault,  he  could 
not  understand  how  matters  could  have 
arrived  at  such  a  pass.  In  Tipperary 
the  Board-room  of  the  Guardians  had 
been  invaded  by  a  crowd  of  hundreds  of 
starving  labourers,  who,  together  with 
their  families,  were  living  in  a  state  of 
destitution,  and  who  absolutely  threat- 
ened the  Guardians  by  saying  that  they 
had  no  other  resource  than  to  break 
open  the  bread  stores  and  support  them- 
selves and  their  fietmilies  by  plunder. 
Here  was  a  threat  of  social  insurrection. 
The  mob  was  only  pacified  by  a  promise 
of  instant  relief.  Had  any  proper 
means  of  inspection  been  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Government,  or  had  the  means 
already  existing  been  properly  used, 
how,  he  asked,  could  the  distress  in  this 
particular  district  have  culminated  in  an 
outbreak  and  the  threat  of  a  bread  riot  ? 
He  was  greatly  afraid  that  too  much 
optimism     prevailed     in     Government 

2uarter8  with  regard  to  Irish  distress. 
t  was  announced  in  the  papers  of  that 
morning  that  the  contributions  from 
America  were  falling  off  owing  to  the 
belief  that  abundant  means  had  already 
been  provided  for  meeting  that  distress ; 
and  a  few  weeks  ago  the  representative 
of  that  ettimable  body,  the  Duchess  of 
Ifarlboroagh's  Committee,  gave  an  inti- 
mation that  their  measures  were  so 
eomplete  that  the  danger  of  further 
diitnas  had  passed  away.  Now,  he  be- 
liered  that  tnere  existed  the  most  im- 
minent dMiger  of  extreme  and  frightful 
distress  extending  far  beyond  the  regions 
in  Ireland  which  were  nsually  associated 
with  it  in  the  minds  of  hon.  Members. 


If  this  view  were  correct,  he  believed  the 
Government  and  the  people  in  Ireland 
would  arrive  at  a  very  critical  pass  be- 
fore the  end  of  many  months.  An 
English  provincial  newspaper  had,  more- 
over, that  day  given  descriptions  of  cases 
of-  most  horrible  destitution  which  had 
occurred  in  the  existing  condition  of 
affairs.  While  gpiving  the  Government 
credit  for  the  same  feelings  of  humanity 
which  were  claimed  by  those  around  him, 
he  could  not  help  asking  how  came  it 
that  those  horrible,  frightful,  and  revolt- 
ing scenes  were  taking  place  all  over 
Ireland,  if  there  existed  proper  means 
of  bringing  the  fact  to  the  notice  of  the 
Government,  or  if  the  Qt)vemment  offi- 
cials were  properly  making  use  of  the 
means  at  their  disposal  ?  It  would  seem 
that  no  adequate  use  was  being  made  of 
existing  means  of  relief,  and  that  the 
Gt)vemment  seemed  to  be  unaware  of 
the  state  of  things  in  Ireland. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(5.)  £2,000,    Public   Works     Office, 
Ireland. 

Major  NOLAN  said,  he  did  not  ob- 
ject to  this  item;  but  took  that  oppor- 
tunity of  pointing  out  to  the  Committee 
that  there  were  two  modes  by  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  were  affording  re- 
lief to  persons  in  Ireland,  one  of  them 
being  the  system  of  out-door  relief,  and 
the  other  the  system  of  labour  on  public 
works  under  the  baronial  sessions.  The 
Poor  Law  Unions  had  to  apply  to  the 
baronial  sessions  to  give  work  for  the 
employment  of  labour.  Now,  he  under- 
stood from  the  statements  contained  in 
newspapers,  and  the  reports  which  had 
reached  him,  that  in  many  cases  when 
these  applications  for  the  employment  of 
labour  had  been  made  the  baronicd  ses- 
sions had  inadequately  responded  to  the 
appeal,  and  he  believed  that  the  amount 
of  work  g^ven  had  not  been  sufficient  to 
meet  the  present  emergency.  It  had 
been  pointed  out  that  the  money  granted 
for  this  purpose  would  be  ill-spent,  and 
the  work  ill-executed,  owing  to  the  hurry 
in  which  it  was  carried  out ;  and  that, 
consequently,  there  existed  a  dislike  to 
paying  for  the  baronial  works.  But  this 
was  really  the  chief  means  which  the 
Government  had  held  out  for  relieving 
the  present  distress  in  Ireland.  He  de- 
sired to  know  whether  the  Treasury 
oould  make  up  any  statement  that  would 
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sliow  wliat  liad  been  the  amount  of  work 
done  in  each  barony  under  the  baronial 
sessions  at  the  request  of  the  Poor  Law 
Unions,  and  whether  they  would  lay 
Buch  statement  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  ?  Again,  he  would  Hke  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  if  there 
existed  at  that  moment  any  power  by 
which  the  Local  Government  Board 
could  step  in  and  compel  the  Poor  Law 
Unions  to  relieve  the  poor — by  which,  if 
any  works  were  ordered  to  be  under- 
taken in  a  particular  barony  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  poor,  they  could  say  to  the 
Guardians — *'You  are  not  doing  your 
work."  He  thought  no  such  power  was 
vested  in  the  Local  Government  Board ; 
but  it  seemed  to  him  that  there  ought  to 
be  some  machinery  by  means  of  which 
that  body  could  compel  the  Poor  Law 
Union  to  do  its  work.  His  second  ques- 
tion, therefore,  was,  what  machinery  had 
the  Government  at  their  disposal  for  en- 
forcing the  execution  of  a  certain  amount 
of  work,  if  the  barony  did  not  respond 
to  the  application  of  the  Poor  Law 
Unions  ? 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Galway  (Major 
Nolan)  had  most  opportunely  raised  a 
very  important  question.  Belief  by 
means  of  employment  on  public  works 
was  really  the  only  portion  of  the  Go- 
vernment scheme  for  the  reHef  of  dis- 
tress in  Ireland  which  was  in  itself  cal- 
culated to  attain  the  object  in  view ;  and 
he  entirely  agreed  with  his  hon,  and 
firallant  Friend  that  there  was  a  necessity 
for  some  means  of  putting  pressure  upon 
the  baronial  presentment  sessions  in 
order  to  make  them  vote  the  works  for 
relief.  The  other  day  there  had  ap- 
peared in  The  FreemanU  Journal  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  way  in  which  the 
baronial  presentment  sessions  came  to 
grief  in  one  of  the  most  distressed 
counties  in  the  West  of  Ireland.  There 
were  only  summoned  to  the  session  on 
the  occasion  in  question  six  representa- 
tives of  the  cesspayers,  while  the  land- 
lord interest  came  for  miles  and  miles 
&om  all  parts  of  the  county  around.  The 
result  of  their  deliberations  was  to 
throw  out  almost  the  whole  of  the  works 
which  had  been  pressed  upon  their 
acceptance;  and  it  was  openly  stated  that, 
inasmuch  as  the  proposed  works  would 
cast  a  certain  burden  upon  the  estates  of 
the  landlords,  they  were  exceedingly 
difficult  of   being  persuaded  of    their 
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necessity.     The  vote  of  the  cesspayers 
having  been  reduced  to  a  nullity,  the 
proposal  for  the  relief  works  was  re- 
jected.   Now,  it  was  through  these  relief 
works  alone  that  any  sensible  alleviation 
of  the  existing  distress  would  be  made 
by  the  Government  scheme.    Belief  by 
means  of  loan  to  one  person  for  the  im- 
provement of  his  estate  had  already,  to 
a  large   extent,   been  proved  to  be  a 
failure,  so  far  as  the  relief  of  distress 
was  concerned ;  for,  after  so  much  had 
been  expended  in  materials,  so  much  in 
the  supervision  of  labour,  &c.,   but  a 
comparatively  small  portion  of  the  fund 
lent  to  the  proprietor  for  the  improve- 
ment of  his  estate  remained  to  bo  ex- 
pended in  the  employment  of  that  ever 
wretched  class  of  labourers.      He  was 
a&aid,  therefore,  that  a  very  small  por- 
tion of  the  sums  advanced  to  landed 
Sroprietors  would  really  go  to  meet  the 
istress  then  prevalent  in  Ireland.     He 
did  not  at  all  accuse  the  landed  pro- 
prietors of  trifling  with  the  distress,  or 
unduly  turning  aside  the  funds  from 
their  proper  application.  But  the  landed 
proprietor,  when  he  borrowed  money, 
would  have  to  look  to  that  application  of 
it  which  would  tend  to  recoup  him  for 
his  outlay ;  and,  in  a  large  percentage 
of  cases,  the  application  of  the  Gt)vem- 
ment  funds,  wmch  would  repay  the  land- 
lord   best,   would    not    be  that  which 
would  go  directly  to  the  relief   of  a 
starving  neighbourhood.    Practically,  as 
he  had  said  before,  in  an  enormous  nimi- 
ber  of  cases,  the  scheme  for  relief  by 
means  of  the  improvement  of  estates 
had  already  broken  down  and  proved  to 
be  a  thorough  failure.    It  was  through 
the  employment    of   labour  on   works 
undertaken  under  Government  control 
that  the   relief  could  reach  distressed 
persons  ;  and  if  the  Government  did  not 
extend  the  system  under  the  Boards  of 
Works,   if   they  did  not    apply   some 
means,   and,    in    case   of    necessity,   a 
vigorous  stimulus  to  the  baronial  pre- 
sentment sessions,  that  portion  of  uieir 
scheme    would  break  down    also.      If 
scenes  like  the  fiascg  in  the  baronial  ses- 
sions to  which  he  had  referred  were  to 
be  repeated,  and  there  were  to  be  no 
proper  means  of  forcing  the  baronial 
presentment  sessions  to  do  their  work 
in    the   present  crisis,  then  he  main- 
tained that  both  portions  of  the  Gk>Tem- 
ment  scheme  would   prove   deplorable 
failures. 


883 


Supply — Civil 


(Maboh  4,  1880)       Service,  Sfe.  Estimates,       334 


Mr.  ERRINGTON  said,  he  hoped 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
would  g^ve  the  Oommittee  some  idea  as 
to  the  amount  of  money  passed  at  the 
baronial  sessions.  He  expressed  his 
regret  that  not  only  upon  that  point,  but 
upon  others,  they  were  without  any  infor- 
mation. He  had  moved  for  Ketums  of  the 
amounts  applied  for  and  granted  in  the 
▼arious  Poor  Law  Unions ;  but  though 
the  Returns  had  been  ordered  no  infor- 
mation was  yet  forthcoming.  A  great 
deal  of  the  elBlciency  of  the  relief  mea- 
sures would  depend  on  the  accurate 
knowledge  which  might  be  obtained  as 
to  the  prog^ress  of  the  relief  works ;  and 
he  could  not  help  saying  that  there 
seemed  to  be  a  considerable  want  of  ap- 
preciation on  the  part  of  the  Government 
of  the  importance  of  the  present  crisis, 
since  no  attempt  had  been  made  by  them 
to  afford  information  of  that  kind.  He 
also  hoped  that  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  would  agpree  to  furnish  another 
Return  of  which  he  had  given  him 
Notice  in  the  course  of  the  evening.  He 
trusted  that  the  Returns,  which  would 
show  the  amount  of  the  loans  to  the  va- 
rious Boards  of  Ghiardians,  sanitary  au- 
thorities, and  landlords,  would  also  prove 
that  the  system  had  worked  well,  to  a 
certain  extent,  in  affording  relief. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER  hoped  that  the 
information  asked  for  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Longford  County  would  be  in  the 
hands  of  hon.  Members  very  shortly. 
With  regard  to  the  questions  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Galway  (Major 
Nolan),  the  engineers  appointed  were  for 
the  purpose  of  expediting,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, investigations  of  a  preliminary  cha- 
racter in  regard  to  those  works  for  which 
loans  were  required,  and  of  superin- 
tending also  the  works  in  progress.  If 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  asked  for  a 
detailed  statement  with  regard  to  their 
work  he  would  see  how  far  this  could 
be  done ;  but  there  were  some  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  the  Returns.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Dungarvan  had,  as  he  un- 
derstood, asked  for  information  with  re- 
gard to  the  power  possessed  by  the  Go- 
Termnent  of  compelling  the  baronial 
sessions  to  make  a  presentment.  No 
•ach  power  existed,  and  he  thought  it 
woola  be  a  very  unreasonable  one  for  the 
Gevemment  to  seek  to  obtain.  Up  to  that 
time  no  money  had  been  advanced  upon 
tlie  recommendation  of  the  baronial  pre- 
sentment sessions  by  the  Board  of  Works. 


Major  NOLAN  said,  if  he  was  to  un- 
derstand that  no  money  had  been  sanc- 
tioned for  expenditure  by  the  baronies 
up  to  that  moment,  he  would  like  to 
know  when  it  would  be  sanctioned  ? 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  that  until 
the  Government  had  gone  carefully  into 
all  the  applications  by  landowners,  sani- 
tary authorities,  and  others,  up  to  the 
29th  of  February  inclusive,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  them  fully  to  inform  them- 
selves as  to  the  requirements  of  each 
locality.  Of  course,  no  unnecessary  delay 
would  take  place. 

Major  NOLAN  said,  he  had  not  asked 
anything  about  the  duties  of  the  engi- 
neers to  the  Board  of  Works.  As  far  as 
he  knew,  they  had  been  working  very 
well.  His  questions  related  to  the 
baronial  presentment  sessions.  What 
he  wanted  to  know  was  whether  the 
presentment  of  the  sessions  were  sanc- 
tioned, and  when  hon.  Members  would 
have  in  their  hands  a  Return  showing 
that  they  were  sanctioned.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers would  not  be  able  to  talk  to  their 
constituents  on  that  important  subject 
during  the  Recess  unless  a  Return  of  the 
presentments  made  by  the  different 
baronial  presentment  sessions  were 
placed  on  the  Table  of  the  House  within 
a  fortnight. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  he  hoped 
that,  within  the  time  named  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Galway,  the  in- 
formation would  be  forthcoming. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  said,  he  should  bo  glad 
of  information  concerning  those  grants 
to  landlords.  He  would  also  like  to 
know  what  machinery  was  in  existence 
for  spending  the  money.  It  did  not 
appear  to  him  that  there  was  to  be  any 
check  at  all ;  neither  was  there  any  pro- 
vision for  the  employment  of  persons  in 
distrGSs 

Mr.  p.  MARTIN  said,  he  should  like 
to  know  what  had  been  done  with  re- 
spect to  the  Board  of  Works  in  Ireland? 
Lord  Lansdowne*s  Report  to  the  Trea- 
sury in  1872  condemned  the  then  consti- 
tution of  that  body,  and  the  manner  in 
which  their  administrative  duties  were 
discharged.  The  Departmental  Com- 
mittee appointed  in  1877  had  reported 
that  the  working  of  the  Board  was  most 
unsatisfactory,  and  had,  in  practice, 
totally  failed.  Various  recommendations 
had  been  made  by  the  Commissioners 
for  the  re-organization  of  the  Board,  and 
suggestions  which,   if  adopted,   would 
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have  facilitated  the  administratiye  opera- 
tions of  that  most  important  Board.   Tet 
though,  as  he  believed,  that  Heport  had 
been  sent  to  the  Treasury  some  three 
years  ago,  nothing  had  been  done  by 
the  Government.      He  thought,  under 
those  ciroumstances,  before  the  Commit- 
tee sanctioned  the  Supplementary  Vote 
of  £2,000,  some  satisfactory  explemation 
should  be  g^ven  why  these  recommen- 
dations and  suggestions  thus  made  by 
the  Committee  had  been  disregarded. 
The  importance,  at  the  present  time,  of 
facilitating  and  supplying  the  manner  of 
obtaining  loans  in  respect  to  the  progpress 
of  Ireland,  so  far  as  either  landlords  or 
tenants  were  concerned,  could  not  be 
over-estimated.  Yet,  as  had  been  shown, 
the  operations  of  the  Board  were  fet- 
tered by  some  300  Acts  of  Parliament  of 
a  confused  and  contradictory  character, 
which  prevented  the  free  working  of  that 
body.     In  point  of  fact,  any  landowner 
who  applied  for  a  loan  to  the  Board  of 
Works  had  it  present  to  his  mind  that 
the  expense  would  be  of  a  very  serious 
character,   and  that  he  was  about  to 
present  an  application  to  a  body,  whose 
solicitor  even  was  doubtful  and  uncer- 
tain as  to  the  powers  vested  in  them  by 
Statute.    In  the  cases  of  many  of  the 
loans  there  were  searches  as  to  title  and 
incumbrances,  which  ou^ht  to  be  dis- 
pensed with  as  recommended.      Why 
should  not  priority  be    given    to   the 
charges  in  all  cases  similar  to  that  which 
existed  in  the  case  of  land  improvement 
loans  ?    He  trusted  that  the  Committee 
would  receive  some  intimation  from  the 
hon.   Gentleman  the  Secretcuy  to  the 
Treasury  as  to  how  it   was  proposed 
to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs.     There 
was  at  that  moment  in  Ireland  a  great 
lack  of  work ;  and  it  became,  therefore, 
necessary  to  stimulate  and  encourage  the 
employment  of  labour.     Last  year  the 
House  had  been  informed  by  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  that  a  gentleman 
had  been   appointed  to  consolidate  the 
Acts  of  Parliament  by  which  the  action 
of  the   Board  of  Works  was  impeded, 
and  that  a  Bill  to  deal  with  the  whole 
question  would,  in  a  short  time,  be  pre- 
sented to  Parliament.     But  they  nad 
already  made  some  advance  into  the 
present  Session,  and  no  Bill  had  been 

Erotouted.  He  had,  therefore,  asked  to 
0  enlightened  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  with  respect  to  this  subject; 
and  he  found  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 

.  P.  Martin 


the  gentleman  employed  upon  the  con- 
solidation of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  had 
only  got  half  through  his  work.  Now, 
if  a  gentleman  of  the  requisite  ability 
had  been  employed  for  more  than  a  year 
and  a  half  in  attempting  to  consolidate 
these  Statutes,  how  could  it  be  expected 
that  a  landowner  should  apply  for  a  loan 
to  authorities  who  were  ignorant  of  the 
extent  of  their  powers  ?  How  oould  he 
be  enabled  to  approach  a  body  which 
had  300  Acts  of  Parliament  to  dog  its 
action.  Under  these  cireumstanoes,  he 
considered  that  the  Committee  were  en- 
titled to  receive  from  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  some  further  information  before 
the  Vote  was  agreed  to. 

Sib  HENEY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  he  was  able  to  ffive  some  informa- 
tion to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  (Mr.  P.  Martin). 
He  would  beg  to  remind  him  that  there 
was  a  ^reat  difficulty  attending  the  con- 
solidation of  300  Acts  of  Parliament, 
and  that  it  was  a  matter  that  required 
very  careful  and  leng^y  oonsideration. 
The  course  the  Government  had  taken 
was  an  unavoidable  one,  and  the  work 
of  consolidation  had  been  referred  to  a 
most  competent  member  of  the  Legal 
Profession,  who  had  been  employed  upon 
that  work  for  nearly  a  year,  and  had 
only  just  completed  about  half  the 
work.  If  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber had  been  aware  of  the  size  of 
these  Acts,  he  felt  sure  that  he  would 
not  have  made  the  remarks  that  he 
had.  But  he  would  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  question  of  consolidation 
was  apart  from  that  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Government.  The  question 
before  them  was  whether  there  should 
be  a  re-organization  of  the  Board  of 
Works  in  Ireland  or  not.  He  had  stated 
last  year  that  the  Government  were 
about  to  consider  that  question  in  accord- 
ance with  the  su^^stions  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  inquired  into  the  subject. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  had  re* 
ferred  to  that  Committee  as  having  sat 
three  years  ago.  They  did,  in  faatf  sit 
two  years  ago,  and  their  Beport  was  only 
received  about  1 8  months  sinoe.  At  this 
moment  a  statement  was  being  drawn 
up  upon  the  subject,  in  order  that  it 
might  be  submitted  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  he  hoped  and  believed 
that  that  statement  would  contain  a 
satisfactory  solution  of  the  question.  He 
was  sure  that  the    Committee    would 
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agree  that  thequestion  of  there-organiza- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Works  was  most 
inopportune  at  this  time,  in  view  of  the 
preyailing  distress  in  Ireland.  If  the 
Committee  would  allow  him,  he  should 
like  to  call  their  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  present  was  not  the  occasion 
for  entering  into  these  questions  for  an- 
other reason.  Thej  were  now  discussing 
the  Supplemental^  Estimates,  and  he 
begged  to  submit  that  they  were  hardly 
in  a  position  to  criticize  the  formation  or 
the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  in  Ireland.  The  question  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  was,  whether 
sanotioii  should  be  given  for  the  employ- 
ment of  an  adoitional  number  of 
engineers  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out— whether  rightly  or  wrongly  he 
would  not  say — what  the  House  had 
agreed  upon  in  the  terms  of  the  Belief 
of  Distress  (Ireland)  Bill ;  and  they  had 
also  to  consider  whether  salaries  to  the 
amount  of  £3,000  should  be  voted  to  pay 
for  the  additional  work  thrown  on  the 
Board  of  Works.  He  deprecated  enter- 
ing into  the  questions  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Kilkenny 
Ck>anty,  for  discussion  on  them  would 
mueh  more  properly  come  under  the 
oonsideration  of  the  Estimates  them- 
selves. 

Mb.'  p.  MABTIN  said,  that  the 
matter  to  which  he  had  referred  was 
too  grave  and  of  too  much  importance 
to  oe  thus  lightly  dealt  witn.  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  told  them 
last  year  that  this  Bill  for  the  consoli- 
dation of  these  Acts  of  Parliament  was 
prepared  and  ready  to  be  laid  before  the 
House. 


8iE  HENEY  8ELWIN-IBBETS0N 
said,  he  must  ask  the  Committee  to  bo 
aUowed  to  explain.  He  might  have  said 
that  a  Bill  was  in  course  of  preparation ; 
bat  he  begged  to  deny  that  he  nad  used 
the  words  imputed  to  him  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member. 

Mb.  P.  MABTIN  begged  to  withdraw 
the  remark.  He  must  have  misunder- 
stood the  hon.  (Gentleman.  He  certainly 
had  oonaidered  that  the  Bill  was  ready, 
and  he  thouffht  that  a  reference  to 
Mmuard  would  show  that  he  was  tiiere 
repreeented  to  have  stated  what  he  had 
charged  him  with  having  said.  He  could 
not  refrain  from  statins  that,  in  view  of 
the  distress  that  was  likely  to  prevail, 
he  thought  the  Bill  ought  to  have 
been  now  ready.     He  ventured  to  say 


that  any  professional  gentleman  compe- 
tent could  consolidate  the  number  of 
Statutes  in  six  months.  He  did  not 
mean  to  cast  the  slightest  imputation  on 
the  gentleman  intrusted  with  the  work. 
No  doubt  he  was  thoroughly  competent. 
For  his  own  part,  he  thought  that  the 
Treasury  had  made  a  great  mistake  with 
regard  to  this  consolidation  of  Statutes. 
Wnat  was  required  was  a  repeal  of  the 
entire  of  the  existing  Acts,  and  a  new 
and  simple  Code,  as  well  as  radical 
changes  in  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 
He  know,  from  practice,  that  the  enact- 
ments in  the  present  Acts  were  so  con- 
fused and  contradictory  that  nothing 
but  a  new  Code  could  deal  properly  and 
effectively  with  the  evil.  One  Act  re- 
pealed another,  and  so  on,  to  such  an 
extont  that  reference  was  required  to 
about  30  others  in  order  to  construe  one. 
For  this  reason  he  desired  he  should  not 
be  considered  as  making  any  reflection 
on  the  gentleman  who  had  the  work  of 
oonsolioiEition  in  hand.  What  he  wanted 
to  impress  upon  the  Government  was 
that  the  question  was  one  of  most  serious 
importance;  and  he,  therefore,  begged 
them  to  urge  the  matter  forward.  With 
reference  to  the  Board  of  Works,  he  had 
heard  many  gentlemen  say  that  they 
were  always  most  courteous  and  anxious 
to  assist,  but  they  seemed  incapable  of 
efficient  action  ;  and  he  thought  that  was 
a  strong  reason  why  no  time  should  be 
wasted  before  a  re-organization  of  the 
Department  took  place.  He  should  like 
to  get  some  assurance  from  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  that,  instead  of  dealing 
with  consolidation  of  Statutes,  the  Go- 
vernment would  deal  boldly  with  the 
matter,  out  the  Gordian  knot,  and  present 
to  the  country  a  new  Code,  and  place 
the  Board  of  Works  on  an  efficient  foot- 
ing. It  had  been  pointed  out  in  **  an- 
other place,"  that  in  point  of  fact,  the 
Bill  for  the  relief  of  distress  in  Ireland 
would  have  the  effect  of  an  enormous  in- 
crease in  the  rates,  and  inevitably  tend  to- 
wards the  impoverishment  of  the  districts 
which  were  at  present  not  classed  as  dis- 
tressed districts  in  Ireland.  The  matter 
was  of  vital  importance.  It  would  be 
an  immense  boon  to  be  able  to  g^t  a 
mode  of  procedure  simpler  than  at  pre- 
sent, and  to  have  a  Board  in  such  an 
efficient  state  that  when  applications 
were  made  for  loans  the  exact  costs  at- 
tendant on  the  transactions  might  be 
known  without  any  delay. 
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Sir  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  he  could  assure  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  that  he  was  mistaken 
as  to  his  remarks.  It  was  simply  impos- 
sible that  he  could  have  given  the  as- 
surance to  the  House  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  referred,  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  Statutes  was  not  commenced 
until  somewhere  about  the  middle  of 
last  year.  There  were  a  large  number 
of  Statutes  which  had  to  be  considered  ; 
and,  in  fact,  it  appeared  now  that  their 
consolidation  would  take  much  longer 
than  had  been  first  anticipated.  There 
was,  no  doubt,  a  good  deal  of  difficulty 
attending  the  matter ;  and  when  the  Go- 
vernment decided  on  the  consolidation 
they  resolved  that  it  should  be  carried 
out  carefully,  in  order  that  a  useful 
Code  might  be  laid  before  the  country. 
He  must  remind  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  that  there  wore  two  distinct 
questions  raised;  codification  was  only 
a  part  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee.  He  had  already  stated, 
with  regard  to  the  other  recommenda- 
tions in  which  an  alteration  was  proposed 
in  the  system  of  the  Public  Works  Board 
in  Ireland,  that  a  Bill  would  be  prepared 
for  that  purpose,  in  order  that  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Committee  of  1878  might 
be  carried  into  effect.  Those  suggestions 
must  be  considered  in  discussing  the 
Estimates  for  public  works  generally; 
but  all  that  the  Government  asked  now 
was  that  an  addition  of  £2,000  should 
be  made  to  the  Estimate  for  the  purpose 
of  canning  out  the  works  which  had  al- 
ready received  the  sanction  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  those  which  had  been 
undertaken  previously,  pending  the  ac- 
ceptance by  the  House  of  the  Bill  which 
had  now  become  law. 

Mb.  SHAW  said,  that  he  regretted  ho 
had  been  unable  to  hear  the  former  part 
of  the  discussion.  His  objection  to  the 
Vote  was  that  it  was  not  enough.  He 
had  a  very  strong  objection  to  things 
being  done  in  an  imperfect  manner. 
There  had  been  great  delay  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  Works ;  and  they  had 
been  now  some  five  or  six  months  getting 
that  body  to  institute  drainage  and  other 
useful  works.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
they  had  not  half  enough  engineers  nor 
officiab  generally.  He  was  sure,  if  the 
Government  had  estimated  this  charge 
at  £4,000  or  £5,000,  money  would  have 
been  saved  in  the  long  run.  It  was  not 
the  time,  he    agreed,  to    oonsider  the 


other  question  of  re-organization.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  the  Bill  contaimng 
the  recommendations  of  the  Committe 
had  not  before  now  been  placed  npoa 
the  Table  of  the  House.  The  question 
which  was  being  asked  was — What  vai 
going  to  be  done?  They  might  soon 
find  themselves  in  the  midst  of  a  G^nenl 
Election ;  and  he  did  hope  that  before 
that  time  arrived  some  settlement  might 
be  come  to  in  this  matter.  There  was 
nothing  that  would  increase  the  pros- 
perity of  Ireland  so  much  as  the  re- 
organization of  the  Board  of  Works. 
The  reason  of  so  much  delay  was  that 
whatever  was  proposed  to  be  done  was 
invariably  reported  adversely  upon  bj 
one  of  these  Boards.  There  was  no  in- 
dependence about  the  Looal  Boards. 
He  thought  that  the  Board  in  DnUin 
ought  to  be  represented  in  the  House  of 
Commons  by  a  Member  who  should  be 
responsible  both  to  the  House  and  the 
country.  The  engineers  who  were  now 
required  ouffht  to  be  appointed  inde- 
pendently of  the  Treasury.  It  was  the 
Treasury,  after  all,  that  placed  obstsdes 
in  the  way  and  caused  delay.  Nothing 
could  be  got  out  of  them,  although  their 
words  were  fair  enough.  The  Jrish 
people  were  giving  up  applications  for 
assistance  to  the  Board  ox  Works  in  de- 
spair, as  they  had  so  little  done  for 
them.  Money  was  not  wanted,  but  fad- 
litios  for  instituting  works.  He  was 
confident  that  the  sum  proposed  was  too 
small. 

Sir  HENEY  8ELWIN-IBBET80S 
said,  ho  would  merely  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Vote  before  the  Com- 
mittee was  to  meet  a  Supplementary 
Estimate  for  the  coming  year. 

Mr.  O'DONNELL  said,  he  should 
like  to  understand  exactly  the  remarki 
which  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  be- 
laud (Mr.  J.  Lowther).  He  understood, 
in  the  first  place,  that  the  GhoT^miiieBt 
had  strictly  discouraged  expenditure  bj 
means  of  presentments  at  baronial  lee- 
sions  up  to  the  present  time.  That  ex- 
penditure had  Deen  already  sanotioiied 
by  Parliament ;  but  if  he  riffhtty  undiflr 
stood  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  Geo- 
tleman,  the  reason  for  delay  on  the  pait 
of  the  Board  of  Works  was  obvious.  Is 
the  second  place,  was  he  right  in  under- 
standing that  the  Government  wsie 
goinff  to  inspect  carefiilly  the  manner  in 
which  the  landowners  were  laying  out  the 
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money  advanced  to  them,  in  order  that 
it  might  be  properly  expended  on  labour, 
and  labour  only? 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  if  the  hon. 
Member  would  bear  in  mind  what  took 
place  on  the  discussion  of  the  Bill,  he 
would  remember  that  it  was  then  stated 
that  loans  to  landlords  and  sanitary 
authorities  were  the  first  steps  to  giving 
employment.  He  must  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  distinctly  stated  that 
it  was  only  in  the  event  of  the  land- 
owners ana  sanitary  authorities  failing 
to  provide  adequate  employment  that 
baronial  presentments  were  to  be  had 
zeoourse  to.  He  had  stated  just  before 
that  he  had  only  just  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain the  amount  applied  for  by  land- 
owners up  to  the  29th  ultimo,  inclusive ; 
and  the  tmie  since  that  was  so  short  that 
it  was  impossible  that  the  Government 
oould  amve  at  a  conclusion  as  to  whe- 
ther the  ways  in  which  the  money  was 
r  posed  to  be  expended  were  desirable, 
was,  therefore,  out  of  his  power  to 
afford  tJie  information  to  the  Committee. 
The  advertisements  issued  by  the  Board 
of  Works  distinctly  stated  the  only  ways 
in  which  the  money  to  be  obtained  was 
to  be  expended. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Olajss  m. — ^Law  and  Justice. 
(6.)  £18,761,  Law  Charges. 

Mb.  SHAW  said,  he  should  like  an 

explanation  with  reference  to  the  item 

marked  ''  J  " — Fees  paid  to  Counsel  for 

revising  the  Irish  Ante-Union  Statutes — 

^he  failed  to  understand  its  meaning. 

Sib  HENEY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
■aid,  that  in  the  absence  of  his  right 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attorney 
(General  for  Ireland  he  was  unable  to 
give  an  explanation. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  that  he  had 
been  asked  to  call  attention  to  one  of  the 
items  in  order  that  an  answer  might  be 
obtained  to  the  question,  why  the  same 
protection  to  property  was  not  afforded 
in  Ireland  as  in  England  ?  Under  the 
head  B  appeared  the  cost  of  the  prose- 
ootion  of  the  West  of  England  Bank  Di- 
rectors. This  was  instituted  in  order  to 
protect  the  property  of  those  who  might 
DO  attractea  by  a  flashy  prospectus  and 
loae  their  inveetments.  But  why  was  there 
no  such  law  in  Ireland?  He  would  give 
them  an  instance  where  a  similar  thing 
had  occurred,  but  no  steps  had  been 


taken  by  the  authorities.  A  firm  re-  ■ 
cently  failed  in  the  South- West  of  Ire- 
land, and  almost  immediately  before 
failing  a  prospectus  was  issued  calling 
attention  to  the  character  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  the  prosperous  condition  of  it. 
It  was  similar  to  the  City  of  Glasgow 
Bank  case.  A  large  number  of  people 
with  small  means  had  been  reduced  to 
beggary,  and  the  Company  had  paid  only 
a  most  miserable  dividend.  The  credi- 
tors were  unable  to  bring  the  directors 
to  trial  on  account  of  their  poverty,  and 
they  were  now  at  large,  no  steps  having 
been  taken  by  the  Government  in  the 
matter.  He  would  not  press  the  matter; 
but  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  attention  to 
it,  and  to  urge  that  equal  justice  should 
be  administered  to  the  three  countries. 

Sib  ANDREW  LUSK  said,  that  he 
did  not  think  that  sufficient  explanations 
had  been  given  with  regard  to  the  enor- 
mous increase  in  the  Vote  for  Law 
Charges.  Under  sub-head  C  the  sum  of 
£9,000  was  charged,  and  the  only  ex- 
planation was  as  follows : — 

**  The  fees  paid  to  counsel  have  been  heavy, 
the  increase  of  work  from  the  various  legal  de- 
partments taken  over  by  the  Solicitor  to  the 
Treasury  has  been  distinctly  felt." 

Then,  again,  under  letter  D,  the  sum 
charged  was  £400,  and  it  was  stated 
that  **  the  number  of  coin  prosecutions 
conducted  during  the  year  has  been 
greater  than  usu^."  And  in  letter  E, 
for  bankruptcy  prosecutions,  £2,200  were 
now  asked  for,  because  **  some  of  the  bills 
of  costs  paid  have  been  large  in  amount." 
He  certainly  agreed  that  some  of  the 
bills  of  costs  in  these  prosecutions  must 
have  boon  very  heavy  indeed ;  but  that 
was  a  very  slight  explanation  of  such  a 
large  extra  charc^e  as  £2,200.  He 
thought  a  great  deal  too  much  money 
was  paid  in  fees  to  counsel.  He  hoped 
that  some  notice  would  be  taken  of  the 
wanton  expense  which  was  continually 
going  on  in  legal  matters,  and  that  a 
check  would  be  put  upon  it.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  trials  that  formerly  lasted  a 
day  now  occupied  a  week,  and  that  trials 
which  formerly  were  finished  in  a  week 
now  continued  for  a  whole  month. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  said,  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  complained  of  the  large 
sum  spent  in  public  prosecutions  in  Eng- 
land. In  Ireland  they  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages, and  the  occasional  disadvan- 
tages, of  a  Public  Prosecutor.  They  had 
an  Attorney  General  who  was  charged 
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with  tlie  duty  of  acting  as  Public  Pro- 
secutor, and  barristers  wore  appointed 
in  each  county  to  discharge  subsidiary 
duties  under  him.  He  ventured  to 
think  that  if  the  same  power  of  prevent- 
ing bankruptcy  prosecutions  existed  in 
England  as  in  Ireland  much  of  the  ex- 
pense which  at  present  existed  would  be 
saved.  In  Ireland  the  Bankruptcy 
Court  frequently  exercised  the  power  of 
preventing  prosecutions. 

Sib  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  thought 
that  99  out  of  every  100  prosecutions  in 
Ireland  were  under  the  immediate  cog- 
nizance of  the  Attorney  General.  The 
heaviest  part  of  the  duty  of  an  Attorney 
General  m  Ireland  was  that  he  coula 
not  really  depend  upon  his  subordinates, 
but  was  obliged  in  every  case  of  a  pro- 
secution to  read  the  depositions  himself. 
No  doubt,  there  occasionally  happened 
such  cases  as  those  alluded  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dungarvan.  He  be- 
lieved that  when  persons  were  not  in  a 
pecuniarv  position  to  carry  on  prosecu- 
tions, if  it  came  to  the  notice  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General,  it  would  be  his  duty  as  a 
matter  of  public  policy  to  take  up  the 
prosecution  on  the  part  of  the  Crown. 
He  had  never  heard  that  in  Ireland  any 
case  had  occurred  in  which,  where  a  pri- 
vate prosecutor  had  made  representa- 
tions to  the  Attorney  General  that  he 
could  not  carry  on  the  prosecution,  the 
Crown  had  refused  to  take  it  up.  He 
believed  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  and 
his  Predecessors  had  always  stepped  in 
to  relieve  private  prosecutors  whenever 
the  circumstances  rendered  it  necessary. 
The  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Fins- 
bury  (Sir  Andrew Lusk)  had  taken  objec- 
tion to  these  Estimates  on  the  ground  that 
the  law  charges  were  excessive.  He  ob- 
jected principally  to  the  very  large  Vote 
for  puluic  prosecutions ;  but  he  would  ask 
the  non.  Baronet  whether,  if  the  Govern- 
ment had  not  taken  up  the  prosecutions 
in  question,  they  would  not  have  been 
told  they  ought  to  do  so  ?  And  if  that 
were  the  case,  they  certainly  were  now 
entitled  to  come  to  Parliament  for  money 
to  pay  the  costs  incurred.  If  they  had 
a  Public  Prosecutor  in  England ;  he  be- 
lieved it  would  be  a  very  great  advan- 
tage, and  would  conduce  materially  to 
the  satisfaction  of  justice. 

Sib  HENBY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
aaid,  that  with  reference  to  what  had 

Mr,  0^ Shaughneeey 


fallen  from  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Finsborv  with  respect  to  coansela' 
fees  for  criminal  prosecutions,  a  f oot-noto 
in  the  Estimates  stated  certain  criminil 
trials  that  had  led  to  the  original  Esti- 
mate being  exceeded.  During  1879 
there  had  been  several  important  tiials 
— namely,  ''Reg.  v.  Catherine  Webrter," 
''Eeg.  r.  Hannah  Dobbs/'  "Beg.  r. 
Levy,"  "Reg.  r.  Eroggatt,"  "Beg.  t. 
Addison,"  "Beg.  v.  Hammond  and 
others ; "  and  the  expenees  of  the  pro- 
ceedings now  being  taken  against  the 
West  of  England  Bank  would  be  veiy 
serious  in  amount.  With  regard  to  the 
charge,  under  sub-head  O,  of  £9^000  for 
legal  proceedings  not  criminal,  he  wonld 
point  out  that  the  increase  was  prind- 
pally  owing  to  the  accession  of  bnainesi 
taken  over  by  the  Treasury  Solicitor  irom 
other  Departments.  It  had  been  thoujg^ 
wise  to  centre  in  the  hands  of  the  Legal 
Advisers  of  the  Treasury  the  legal  work 
of  all  the  various  Departments.  The 
Treasury  had  come  to  the  condiuioo 
that  the  cost  of  the  legal  work  would  be 
very  much  diminished  if  centred  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasury  Solicitor.  In 
1875-6,  the  legal  business  of  the  Board  of 
Works  was  transferred  to  the  Treasuiy; 
and  in  1876-7  that  of  the  War  Office  was 
also  transferred.  In  the  same  year  the 
legal  business  of  the  Admiralty  was  slio 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasury  Soli- 
citor. The  result  of  transferring  the 
business  of  the  different  Departments  to 
the  Treasury  had  been  a  very  conside^ 
able  saving ;  but,  owing  to  the  derelop- 
ment  of  the  business  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasury  Solicitor  since  the  transfer,  the 
cost  for  business  which  had  come  had 
rendered  necessary  this  additional  £sd* 
mate.  The  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Finsbury  might  feel  assured  that  the 
costa  of  the  Department  of  the  Solicitor 
to  the  Treasury,  even  with  this  add^tkmsl 
Estimate,  would  ialSl  far  short  of  what 
would  have  been  charged  for  the  Isgsl 
work  when  transacted  by  the  diflbrent 
Departments. 

Sib  ANDEEW  LTTSK  said,  he  vsi 
pleased  to  hear  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasuiy  state  that 
an  economy  had  been  effected.  Cer- 
tainly, the  sum  of  £2,200  for  eztn 
costs  for  bankruptcy  ^j«oseoatioii  wse 
very  large,  and  required  some  ex- 
planation. He  was,  however,  Tsiy 
E leased  to  accept  the  statement  of  the 
on.  Baronet. 
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MB.BIGK}ABBaidy  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  should 
not  be  paid  by  fees  upon  the  prosecu- 
tion0,  for  the  system  made  it  his  interest 
to  encourage  prosecutions. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  said,  there  was 
no  possibility  of  regulating  the  number 
of  cases  that  might  come  before  the 
magistrates ;  and  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Attorney  General  to  take  such  cases 
into  consideration,  and,  if  necessary, 
direct  prosecutions.  It  was  necessary 
that  the  Attorney  General  should  read 
the  informations  in  every  case,  as  he  was 
the  only  reeponsi))le  person.  It  was  not 
in  the  power  of  the  Attorney  General  in 
the  slightest  degree  to  control  the  in- 
crease or  diminution  of  a  number  of 


Mb.  DODSON  said,  that  a  Supplemen- 
tary Yoto  of  £1,070  was  asked  for  in  re- 
spect of  Parliamentary  Agency,  and  the 
explanation  given  was  that  Messrs. 
"Wyatts'  costs  amounted  to  £2,829  A$, 
He  should  like  to  know  whether  those 
costs  were  not  provided  for  in  the  origi- 
nal Estimate  ? 

8iB  HENRY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  that  the  only'explanation  he  could 

S*ve  was  that  it  was  impossible,  when 
e  Estimates  were  compiled,  to  stoto 
the  number  of  Bills  which  would  require 
to  be  brought  into  Parliament.  Last  year 
thev  estimated  the  probable  amount 
which  would  be  required  for  Parliament- 
ary Agency  at  £1,500;  but,  in  conse- 
quence of  numerous  other  Bills  being 
brought  in,  it  became  necessary  to  incur 
farther  costs.  The  result  would  doubt- 
less be  that  the  oosto  of  Parliamentary 
Agency  had  nearly  doubled  the  original 
Estimate. 

Mb.  SHAW  said,  that,  doubtless, 
it  would  be  a  better  plan  if  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Attorney  General  was  by 
means  of  salaiy  instead  of  fees,  lie 
should  like  some  explanation  from  the 
right  hon.  and  leamedGentleman  the  At- 
torney General  with  regard  to  the  item  J, 
for  Statute  Law  Revision.  It  was  stated 
that  fees  had  been  paid  to  counsel  for  re- 
vising the  Irish  Ante-Union  Statute,  and 
that  those  fees  were  not  provide<l  for  in 
the  Estimates.  It  appeared  that  the 
original  Estimate  for  that  purpose  was 
£1,130,  and  that  a  a  sum  of  £271  extra 
waf9  now  required. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fok 
IBELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  said,  that  when 


he  first  took  Office  he  found  that  the 
question  of  revising  the  Irish  Ante- 
Union  Statutes  was  in  a  very  backward 
state.  In  England  Statute  Law  had 
been  revised  from  the  earliest  times  te 
the  present  day ;  but  a  singular  exception 
had  occurred  in  the  case  of  the  Irish 
Ante-Union  Statutes.  He  applied  him- 
self te  remedy  that  most  unfortunate 
omission;  and  he  was  happy  to  state 
that  all  the  Irish  Ante-Union  Statutes 
had  now  been  revised.  One  portion  of 
the  Statutes  had  been  revisea  in  1878, 
and  the  remainder  last  year.  The  work 
of  revising  those  Statutes  was  of  an  ex- 
tremely complicated  character.  Two 
members  of  the  Bar  were  employed  upon 
it— one  was  an  Irish  barrister,  and  the 
other  was  an  English  barrister,  but  an 
Irishman  by  birth,  and,  he  had  no  doubt, 
was  well  known  to  both  sides  of  the 
House  as  a  talented  and  able  man.  He 
might  say  that  the  rate  of  remuneration 
paid  for  the  work  was  far  less  than  that 
given  te  members  of  the  English  Bar 
for  revising  the  English  Statutes. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(7.)  £965,  Public  Prosecutor's  Office. 

(8.)  £5,000,  Oriminal  Prosecutions, 
Sheriffs'  Expenses,  &c. 

Mb.  BIGGAE  said,  he  thought  the 

E resent  was  the  proper  time  to  ask  the 
on.  Baronet  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury to  what  extent  this  Supplementary 
Vote  was  rendered  necessary  by  the 
Winter  Assizes.  He  understood  that  the 
Judges  were  frequently  sent  to  places 
where  there  was  no  business  for  them  to 
get  through,  and  that  a  great  waste  of 
time  had  in  consequence  resulted. 

Sib  HENRY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  that  the  question  raised  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cavan  (Mr.  Bigsar) 
was  one  that  had  led  to  a  very  consider- 
able difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether 
the  Winter  Assizes  had  been  successful 
or  not.  At  the  same  time,  he  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  object  with  which  the  Winter  Assize 
had  been  establislied.  There  had  existed, 
both  in  the  House  and  in  the  country,  a 
strong  opinion  that  it  was  not  fair  to 
allow  prisoners  to  remain  for  a  long 
time  untried.  The  attention  of  the  Go- 
vommont  had  boon  directed  to  a  re- 
markable instance  of  a  person  under  a 
charge  of  a  very  grave  ofifenco,  of  which 
ho  was  entirely  innocent,  who  had  been 
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kopt  in  prison  for  many  months.  It  was 
considered,  at  that  time,  that  it  would 
be  more  satisfactory  to  insure  a  clearance 
of  the  gaols  at  regular  periods,  and  it 
was  then  that  the  Winter  Assize  was  in- 
stituted. He  did  not  moan  to  imply 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Cavan  was  not 
right  in  pointing  out  the  great  incon- 
venience as  to  the  waste  of  time  of 
Judges  going  Circuits  where  few  pri- 
soners had  to  be  tried.  At  the  same 
time,  it  might  be  well  to  consider  whe- 
ther an  arrangement  could  not  be  made 
by  which  the  work  of  the  Judges  would 
be  simplified  rather  than  by  abolishing 
the  Winter  Assize,  which  had  been  of 
benefit  to  the  country. 

Lord  EDMOND  FITZMAUEICE 
said,  he  was  glad  that  attention  had  been 
caUed  to  the  subject.  He  was  anxious 
to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  that  topic, 
because  it  had  happened  that  some  very 
severe  commentB  had  not  long  ago  been 
made  upon  the  conduct  of  the  Grand 
Jury  of  the  county  with  which  ho  was 
connected  in  respect  of  this  particular 

Question.  There  had  been  a  Special 
.ssize  held  at  Devizes ;  and  Mr.  Justice 
Denman  being  upon  that  Assize,  had 
thought  it  fit  to  make  what  appeared  to 
him  to  be  a  very  improper  agitation 
against  the  Act  of  Farhament.  He  did 
not  think  it  was  the  business  of  the 
Judges  who  were  on  Circuit  to  make 
addresses  to  Grand  Juries,  commenting 
severely  upon  the  Acts  of  Parliament 
which  they  had  to  administer.  The  re- 
sult of  the  language  used  by  the  learned 
Judge  at  Devizes  was  that  the  Grand 
Jury  had  been  led  into  making  a  pre- 
sentment against  the  Act,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  the  same  thing  had  hap- 
pened at  other  places  where  Special 
Assizes  had  been  held.  As  a  conse- 
quence of  this  presentment  the  Grand 
Jury,  as  he  had  said  before,  had  been 
severely  commented  upon  for  having 
followed  a  course,  whicn  seemed  to  the 
writers  of  the  public  Press  to  be  an 
absurd  one.  He  would  not  discuss  whe- 
ther the  conduct  of  the  Grand  Jury, 
composed  of  gentlemen  for  whom  he  had 
the  highest  respect,  was  wise  or  not ;  but 
he  wi^ed  to  call  attention  to  the  unfair- 
ness of  the  situation  in  which  a  Grand 
Jury  was  placed  that  had  an  address 
made  to  it  by  the  Judge,  and  which  was 
practically  invited  to  make  a  presentment 
aeainst  the  Act  of  Parliament.  Hon. 
Members  would  see  that  were  the  Grand 
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Jury  to  refuse  to  make  suoh  presentment 
they  would  practically  place  themaelTet 
in  collision  with  the  Juige.  He  did  not 
know  whether  other  Grand  Juries  who 
had  been  addressed  in  a  similar  manner 
had  made  a  presentment;  but  in  tfaia 
case  they  had  done  so,  and,  having  mads 
it,  they  were  severely  oommented  upon 
and  exposed  to  ridicule  by  one  of  the 
leading  journals.  He  aaked  whether  it 
was  right  that  the  Judge  should  make 
observations  of  the  kind  he  had  referred 
to  ?  In  his  opinion,  it  was  not ;  and  had 
the  Judge  wished  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  justice,  he  thought  it  would 
have  been  far  better  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Home  Secretary  to  his  own  in« 
dividual  opinion  that  the  right  way  to 
clear  the  gaols  was  not  to  hold  Winter 
Assizes,  but  to  increase  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Chairman  of  Quarter  Sessions. 

Mb.  GKEGOBY  said,  that  while  in 
many  cases  there  had  been  few  prisonen 
for  trial  at  the  Winter  Asmzes,  and  little 
or  no  civil  business  for  the  Courts,  there 
had  been  a  great  derangement  of  bun* 
ness  in  the  Courts  of  Westminster.  With 
regard  to  some  of  the  Assises  latdy 
held,  it  might  be  truly  sedd  that  then 
was  no  busmess  for  the  Judges.  Under 
those  circumstances,  it  was  satisfactoiy 
to  have  heard  that  tluB  matter  was  onda 
re-consideration  by  GK)vemment,  and 
that  some  arrangement  was  oontem* 
plated  which  would  improve  the  preeeol 
condition  of  affairs.  He  woula  hare 
liked  to  see  the  Assizes  consolidated; 
and  that  prisoners,  where  there  wen 
very  few  of  them,  should  be  tried  st 
some  central  place,  or  that  there  might 
be  no  Sessions  held  at  small  towns  where 
there  was  no  necessity  for  them,  and  by 
which  the  business  of  the  oonntiy  was 
so  very  much  impeded.  He  trusted  thet 
the  Government  would  re-consider  the 
question  and  apply  some  practioal  re- 
medy, either  oy  consolidation  of  the 
Assizes,  or  by  bringing  the  businesi 
together  and  confining  the  Assises  to 
large  towns. 

Sib  ANDEEW  LXJSK  said,  this  was 
a  fair  opportunity  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  thesnb- 
iect  which  had  been  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar). 
It  was  well  known  that  under  the  pre- 
sent system  the  Judges  had  to  ffo  down 
Bpocially  to  small  towns  where  there  was 
little  or  nothins^  for  them  to  do,  but 
where,  nevertheless,  great  preparations 
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had  to  be  made  by  the  SherifiPs  for  their 
reoeption.  Could  not  the  hon.  Baronet 
do  something  to  enlarge  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Quarter  Sessions?  What,  he 
aakedy  was  the  use  of  these  eminent 
Judges  going  down  from  Westminster  to 
aontence  a  man  for  stealing  a  few  ducks  ? 
Yet,  such  was  the  nature  of  the  business 
which  they  were  called  upon  to  perform, 
and  which,  as  hon.  Members  were  aware, 
would  be  settled  by  a  London  magistrate 
in  a  very  short  space  of  time.  While 
the  J[udge8  were  engaged  in  trying  little 
cases  of  this  kind,  there  were  causes  of 
very  much  more  importance  at  West- 
minster, which  could  not  be  gone 
through.  Could  not  the  hon.  Baronet 
Bimplify  these  matters,  and  do  away 
with  these  small  triab,  which  required 
BO  much  fonn  to  be  gone  through  and 
kept  jurymen  for  so  long  a  time  away 
from  their  occupations  ?  Jurymen  were 
called  upon,  most  imnecessarily,  to  give 
up  a  laige  portion  of  their  time  at  those 
Assizes,  while  other  trials  of  far  greater 
importance  were  decided  in  London  yery 
often  without  any  juries  at  all. 

Mb.  GOBST  said,  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  hon.  Members  to  the  fact 
that  there  was  before  the  House  the 
Criminal  Code  Bill,  which  dealt  with 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Quarter  Sessions, 
which  would,  therefore,  in  a  short  time, 
receive  proper  consideration.  That  Bill 
would  so  enlarge  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Quarter  Sessions  as  to  relieve  the  Judges 
of  a  great  deal  of  the  work  which  they 
had  wen  imnecessarily  to  perform. 

Mb.  D.  DAYIES  said,  that  the  objec- 
tion which  had  been  raised  to  the  Win- 
ter Assize  would  apply  more  to  Wales 
than  to  England.  In  his  district,  jury- 
men complained  bitterly  of  the  manner 
in  which  their  time  was  unnecessarily 
occupied.  Taking  the  counties  of  Mont- 
gomeryshire and  Merionethshire,  for  in- 
stance, there  was  really  nothing  for  the 
Judges  to  do  at  the  Winter  Assizes; 
buty  of  course,  in  the  case  of  the  towns 
of  Swansea  and  Cardiff,  where  there 
were  a  great  many  foreigners,  the  case 
was  different.  It  was,  no  doubt,  a  very 
ffreat  waste  of  time  to  send  Judges 
down  to  places  where  there  was  not  one 
single  case  to  be  tried. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  he  was  glad 
to  hear  the  testimony  which  had  been 
borne  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cardigan 
to  the  moral  character  of  the  Welsh. 
Indeed,  as  they  wore  near  relations  of 


the  Irish,  he  was  highly  satisfied  at 
hearing  of  their  good  behaviour.  He 
rose,  however,  to  express  his  fear  that 
the  increased  number  of  Assizes  had 
rather  pre-disposed  a  number  of  com- 
mitting magistrates  to  think  more  lightly 
than  before  of  leaving  a  prisoner  in  gaol 
without  accepting  bail.  It  was  very 
hard  to  account  for  some  of  the  refusals 
to  receive  bail  to  which  they  had  lately 
been  treated  in  Ireland  on  the  part  of 
the  local  justices.  He  had  in  view 
particularly  a  case  where  seven  or  eight 
poor  men  in  the  county  of  Galway  had 
been  accused,  on  the  unsupported  testi- 
mony of  a  process-server,  of  having  en- 
terea  into  a  conspiracy  to  intimidate 
him.  Although  these  men  had  wives 
and  families,  and  were  persons  of  good 
standing,  bail  had  been  refused  when  it 
was  perfectly  certain  that  to  keep  them 
in  gaol  would  be  their  ruin.  The  magis- 
trates seemed  to  have  no  regard  for 
humanity  or  justice,  and  appeared  to 
think  that  as  the  Assizes  were  then  so 
frequent  there  was  no  hardship  in  a 
man  lying  in  gaol  for  a  couple  of  months. 
It,  however,  meant  ruin  to  the  person 
so  committed,  as  it  most  certainly  did  in 
the  case  which  had  pressed  this  state  of 
things  on  his  attention.  It  had  been 
pointed  out  by  several  hon.  Members 
that  a  remedy  could  be  found  for  the 
existing  condition  of  affairs  by  enlarging 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Quarter  Sessions. 
He  thought,  however,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  it  would  be  better  if  some  cheaper 
means  were  provided  by  law  to  meet 
the  cases  of  poor  men  refused  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  bail  by  justices  of  so  superior 
a  station  as  those  he  had  alluded  to,  and 
who  had  no  means  of  putting  in  opera- 
tion the  rather  expensive  machinery  then 
in  use  for  the  purpose  of  over-riding 
the  dogmatic  decisions  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(9.)  £9,800,  Queen's  Bench,  Common 
Pleas,  and  Exchequer  Divisions  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justice. 

(10.)  £25,206,  County  Courts. 

(11.)  £1,300,  Police  —  Counties  and 
Boroughs  (Great  Britain). 

(12.)  £216,245,  Prisons,  England. 

IMn.  WHITBREAD  said,  that  the 
sum  required  for  compensation  to  prison 
authorities,  amounting  to  £195,170,  had 
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come  upon  the  Oommittee  without  any 
previous  warning ;  at  all  eventSi  no  pro- 
vision had  been  made  for  this  purpose  in 
the  original  Estimates,  and  this  appeared 
to  him  to  be  rather  an  extraordinary 
proceeding.  He  hoped  that  when  they 
came  to  the  accounts  for  the  Prisons, 
that  they  would  be  presented  in  such  a 
shape  as  would  enable  the  Oommittee 
fairly  to  judge  of  the  result  of  the  Pri- 
sons' Act. 

Sib  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  he  assured  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  just  sat  down  that  it  was  the  wish 
of  the  Treasury,  and  those  who  had  the 
administration  of  these  particular  pri- 
sons, to  present  full  ana  accurate  ac- 
counts of  their  working;  but  the  hon. 
Member  would  see  that  up  to  the  pre- 
sent moment,  while  the  arrangements 
remained  in  their  present  state,  it  was 
exceedingly  difficult  to  arrive  at  any- 
thing like  an  accurate  account  of  prison 
management.  The  salaries  of  the  dif- 
ferent officers  which  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  State  had  required  to  be 
classified  ;  and  there  had  been,  besides, 
a  large  amount  of  other  work  to  bo 
gone  through.  But  the  whole  arrange- 
ment had  now  become  an  accomplished 
fact,  and  would  find  its  detailed  state- 
ment in  the  accounts  of  the  year.  He 
was  aware  that  the  accounts  had  been 
up  to  that  time  of  a  very  meagre  cha- 
racter ;  but  this  was  accounted  for  by 
their  having  been  in  a  state  of  transi- 
tion, and  by  the  staff  of  officers  who 
prepared  them  having  also  been  under 
re-org^nization.  They  had  been  unable 
to  give,  in  consequence,  the  results  of 
the  working  of  the  ^hole  system ;  and 
he  was  not  surprised  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bedford  had  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  the  amount 
for  compensation  to  prison  authorities 
which  had  been  included  in  that  Vote. 
But  had  the  hon.  Member  been  present 
in  the  House  rather  earlier  in  the  even- 
ing, when  the  discussion  was  raised 
u^von  the  Supplementary  Estimates  of 
the  year,  he  would  have  heard  some 
explanation  of  the  point  referred  to  in 
the  statement  which  he  had  addressed  to 
the  House.  The  hon.  Member  was 
aware  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  under 
which  the  transfer  of  the  prisons  was 
olloetod  allowed  a  certain  amount  of 
compensation  to  be  arranged,  such  as 
for  prison  accommodation,  services,  and 
loss  of  contract  between  the  local  autho- 
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rities  and  the  Gk>yeniment.  Now,  tU 
these  questions  had  to  be  gone  through 
after  the  prisons  had  been  tranafemd 
to  the  State.  In  one  cfise,  the  amouit 
of  compensation  for  cell  aocommodatioii 
over  and  above  the  neoeeaities  of  p«- 
tioular  localities  where  the  priaona  iiad 
been  transferred  to  the  State  requiiedto 
be  oonsidered.  In  another  case,  the  ram 
payable  by  looalitieB  for  not  having  fcl- 
filled  their  obligations  had  also  to  bt 
taken  into  account.  There  were  fivt 
prisons  with  which,  up  to  the  pretent 
time,  no  settlement  had  been  made. 
The  amount  claimed  ag^ainat  the  Go- 
vernment was  £285,000 ;  but  tlie  pay- 
ments by  localities  for  deficient  cell  ac- 
commodation, and  from  other  Boiuee8» 
reduced  the  amount  to  about  £40,000. 
The  reason  for  the  Vote  appearing  ia 
the  Supplementary  Estimates  waa  that 
when  the  original  Eatimatee  for  lait 
year  were  prepared  there  waa  no  poan- 
bility  of  arriving  at  a  knowledge  ofwhat 
the  amounts  would  be  that  were  i»- 
ooverable  from  the  different  looalitieB. 
The  hon.  Member  would  aee  that  the 
preparation  of  these  aooounta  xeqnized  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  be  expended  npoa 
it.  They  were,  at  the  present  moment, 
still  under  disousaion ;  and  this,  he  be- 
lieved, would  show  why  so  large  a 
Supplementary  Vote  haa  been  nsoea- 
sary,  while  it  would  also  make  it  daar 
that  the  amount  waa  really  inoreaaed  bj 
the  extra  reoeipta. 

Mb.  WHITBBEAD  aaid,  that  at  the 
be^^inning  of  the  year  there  was  no  aoit 
of  idea  that  the  preaent  large  sum  would 
be  asked  for  at  all.  His  hon.  Friend 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  mast  have 
known  perfectly  well  that  Uie  Oorea- 
ment  must  have  contemplated  a  .ohste 
of  some  kind ;  and  he  (Mr.  Whitbrosd) 
did  not  think  it  waa  right  that  the 
Government,  knowing  a  chane  of  this 
kind  was  coming  on,  ahould  omit  all 
reference  to  it  in  their  original  Eata* 
mates  for  the  year  becauae  they  ware 
unable  to  estimate  correctly  what  tha 
charge  would  be.  It  waa  only  right  that 
Parliament  should  be  warned  of  eraiy 
charge  that  was  likely  to  be  made. 

Sir  MATTHEW  WHITE  BIDLET 
remarked,  that  it  had  been  known,  sftar 
the  passing  of  the  Prisons'  Act  ia  the 
altered  form  in  which  it  left  the  Hoaae, 
that  there  would  be  oonaiderable  eoat 
incurred  in  transferring  the  priaona 
fi-om  the  local  authorities  to  the  Qo- 
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Temment.  At  the  same  time,  there  was 
a  note  in  the  Estimates  to  the  effect 
that  it  was  impossible  to  foresee  what 
the  actual  charge  would  be,  or  to  form 
any  accurate  idea  of  the  sums  that  were 
likely  to  fall  due  this  year.  He  thought 
his  right  hon.  Friend  would  have  been 
to  blame  if  he  had  put  down  a  sum 
which  afterwards  turned  out  to  be  alto- 
flrether  wrong ;  and  it  was  impossible  to 
form  a  proper  estimate  of  the  details,  as 
they  had  to  negotiate  with  the  local 
authorities,  and  an  Estimate  might  have 
prejudiced  the  negotiations. 

Mb.  bell  said,  he  recollected  that 
a  very  elaborate  statement  was  made 
by  the  Home  Secretary  to  show  the 
economical  character  of  the  proposed 
arrangement.  He  (Mr.  Bell)  was  afraid 
that  me  cost  of  the  prisons  to  the  coun- 
try would  be  a  great  deal  more  than  it 
was  before.    

8iB  MATTHEW  WHITE  EIDLEY 
remarked,  that  so  far  that  had  not  been 
the  case. 

Mb.  DILLWYN  said,  it  was  not  un- 
usual to  give  an  estimate  which,  as  an 
actual  fact,  was  exceeded.  Li  the  case 
of  new  buildings  and  alterations,  the 
estimate  of  £25,000  had  been  exceeded 
by  £18,000  ;  but  in  that  instance  there 
did  not  seem  to  have  been  any  difficulty 
in  giving  a  rough  estimate.  It  certainly 
must  have  been  a  very  rough  estimate, 
or  it  would  not  have  been  so  much  ex- 
ceeded. He  did  not  see  why  there 
should  not  have  been  a  rough  estimate 
given  of  the  larger  sum. 

Mb.  WHITBIIEAD  said,  he  gathered 
from,  the  last  observation  of  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment that  there  was  a  desire  to  do 
nothing  that  might  interfere  with  the 
negotiations  between  the  Government 
ana  the  local  authorities.  The  fact, 
however,  that  no  Estimate  had  been 
g^ven  at  the  proper  time  could  not  be 
passed  over  in  silence.  He  admitted 
the  difficulty  of  making  an  accurate  esti- 
mate ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  House 
of  Commons  should  be  very  strict  in  not 
allowing  any  charge  which  the  Govern- 
ment knew  would  come  upon  Parliament 
in  the  course  of  the  year  to  be  entirely 
omitted,  even  although  the  actual  charge 
might  largely  exceed  the  estimate. 

8iB  MATTHEW  WHITE  EIDLEY 
said,  that  though  it  had  been  ex- 
pected to  cost  a  good  deal  more, 
£25,000  would   cover  the  net   cost  to 
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the  country  of  taking  over  the  prisons. 
It  was  impossible  to  ^ve  such  an  item 
in  the  Estimates.  No  doubt  a  sum 
might  have  been  put  down ;  but  it 
would  have  given  no  information  what- 
ever to  the  House.  It  would  certainly 
be  of  no  use  for  the  Government  to  give 
an  Estimate  which  they  were  not  pre- 
pared to  defend. 

Mb.  DODSON  said,  the  best  argument 
offered  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment for  not  having  submitted  an 
Estimate  of  this  expenditure  to  the 
House  in  the  original  Estimates  of  the 
year  was  that  it  might  have  prejudiced 
the  negotiations  the  Government  were 
required  to  enter  into  with  the  local 
authorities.  He  understood,  moreover, 
that  in  the  discussion  upon  the  Prisons 
Bill  the  Home  Secretary  did  mention  a 
sum.  Was  he  wrong  in  that  supposition  ? 

Sib  MATTHEW  WHITE  EIDLEY 
said,  his  right  hon.  Friend  made  the 
House  perfectly  aware  that  there  would 
be  a  charge  for  the  expense  of  taking 
over  the  prisons ;  but  he  (Sir  Matthew 
White  Bidley)  could  not  say  that  any 
exact  sum  was  stated. 

Mb.  DODSON  was  disposed  to  agree 
with  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Bedford  (Mr.  Whitbread)  that  it  would 
have  been  better  to  have  submitted  to 
the  House  an  Estimate  of  what  the  Ex- 
penditure was  expected  to  be.  He 
hardly  thought  that  the  negotiations 
with  the  locauties  would  have  been  very 
much  affected  by  such  an  Estimate.  The 
House  of  Commons  must  not  forget  this 
— that  it  was  most  advisable  that,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  Gk)vemment  should  sub- 
mit at  the  commencement  of  the  year  an 
Estimate  of  what  the  entire  Expenditure 
of  the  year  was  likely  to  be.  If  they 
once  got  into  the  habit  of  allowing  Sup- 
plementary Estimates  to  be  introduced, 
once  or  twice,  or  three  or  four  times  in 
the  year,  it  would  become  impossible  for 
the  House  to  exercise  any  control  over 
the  Expenditure. 

Sir  ANDREW  LUSK  was  dissatisfied 
with  the  amount  of  the  Vote.  It  was 
all  very  well  for  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homo 
Department  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  give  an  Estimate.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  forgot  altogether  what 
was  stated  when  the  Prisons  Bill  was 
brought  in,  and  when  this  very  matter 
was  dealt  with.    The  Home  Secretary 
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told  them  that  the  change  of  control 
would  effect  a  large  annual  saving.  He 
had  it  all  down  with  exactness,  and  was 
prepared  to  put  all  the  magistrates  of  the 
country  to  shame  by  what  his  saying 
would  be.  He  came  now  and  told  the 
Committee  that  last  year  he  did  give  an 
Estimate  ;  but  he  required  now  £216,000 
more  than  the  Estimate.  It  was  quite 
evident  that  the  Government  had  not 
been  very  accurate  in  their  calculations ; 
and  if  they  had  been  so  very  much  out 
in  this  particular  item,  how  could  the 
House  expect  that  they  had  been  more 
accurate  m  other  respects?  The  Esti- 
mate now  before  the  Committee  showed 
one  of  two  things — either  that  the  Go- 
vernment were  very  inaccurate,  or  very 
careless,  in  reference  to  the  Estimates 
they  made.  There  ought  to  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  arriving  at  an  approximate 
Estimate.  Builders  and  contractors  who 
entered  into  very  large  undertakings 
were  able  to  estimate  very  closely  what 
their  expenses  were  likely  to  bo ;  but 
here  it  appeared  theGk)vernment  wore  no 
less  than£216,000out  of  their  reckoning. 
Sir  MATTHEW  W^HITE  RIDLEY 
said,  the  arrangements  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  local  authorities  were  of 
a^  very  complicated  character.  Every 
single  cell  in  all  the  prisons  in  England 
had  to  bo  considered  with  its  dimensions, 
capacity,  and  so  on ;  and  all  the  calcula- 
tions were  carefully  gone  into.  When 
the  transference  was  made  every  prison 
book  in  England  had  to  be  searched,  and 
the  circumstances  of  each  prison  had  to 
be  thoroughly  gone  into  in  regard  to 
separate  accommodation,  alterations,  new 
buildings,  and  many  other  details.  It 
was  also  necessary  to  find  out  if  there 
were  any  contracts  to  be  paid  for ;  and 
after  all  these  matters  were  ascertained 
negotiations  had  to  be  opened  with  the 
local  authorities.  Their  views  had  then 
to  be  explained  to  the  Home  Office,  nu- 
merous interviews  had  to  take  place  be- 
tween them  and  the  Home  Office,  and  a 
great  deal  of  time  was  taken  up.  It  was, 
therefore,  absolutely  impossible — indeed, 
as  great  a  financier  as  the  hon.  Baronet 
who  had  just  sat  down  would  have 
found  it  absolutely  impossible— to  form 
an  Estimate  that  should  accurately  state 
the  claims  of  the  local  authorities.  Then, 
again,  on  the  other  side  of  the  question, 
a  calculation  had  to  be  made  of  the 
amount  which  the  Government  were  to 
receive  from  the  local  authorities.     Al- 
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though  the  Estimate  was  for  £216.000. 
the  net  charge  to  the  country,  which  re- 
presented the  cost  of  transferring  the 
prisons  to  the  Govemnient,  was  (mlj 
£25,000.  Under  all  the  circnmstaiicefl. 
he  thought  it  was  hardly  fair  to  charge 
the  Government  with  inaccuracy  in 
framing  the  Estimate. 

Mr.  I)0DS0N  said,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  information  which  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  given  landed  the  Committee 
in  this  dilemma.  When  they  introdooed 
the  Prisons  Bill,  either  ther  had  a  pretty 
good  estimate  in  their  minds  of  what  the 
cost  of  taking  over  the  prisons  would  be. 
or  they  had,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  nov 
appeared  to  say,  none  whatever.  If 
they  knew  very  well  what  the  cost  of 
taking  over  the  prisons  would  be,  there 
could  have  been  no  difficulty  in  giving 
an  Estimate  that  would  have  been  pretty 
nearly  accurate ;  but  if  they  had  no  idea 
whatever,  thendiey  reaUy  did  not  knov, 
within  £50,000  or  more,  what  the  scheme 
was  likely  to  cost  the  country. 

Mb.  ASSHETON  CBOSS  said,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  totally  for- 
gotten one  circumstance.  When  die 
f^risons  Bill  was  introduced  the  matter 
was  not  gone  into  at  all ;  but  it  was  foroed 
upon  the  Government.  In  the  course  of 
the  discussion  in  Committee^not,  per- 
haps, by  the  right  hon.  G^tleman  him- 
self, but  certainly  by  right  hon.  and  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  —  it  was  insisted 
that  the  Government  should  pay  the 
counties  which  had  a  certain  amount  of 
cell  acconmiodation,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  should  receive  payment  ftom  those 
which  had  not.  That  was  not  his  scheme, 
which  was  to  take  the  rough  with  tiw 
smooth.  It  was  forced  upon  the  Gkivan- 
ment;  and,  therefore,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  no  ri^t  to  say  tiiat  whea 
they  introduced  the  Bill  they  ought  to 
have  made  these  calculations. 

Mr.  DODSON  admitted  the  sonndnem 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  conreclioD. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  re-odkd 
the  circumstance  to  his  memory ;  but  he 
also  remembered  that,  as  far  as  heoouM, 
he  endeavoured  to  stiengthen  the  huide 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  resasdog 
the  proposition  then  made.  He  very 
much  reg^tted  that  the  right  hon.  Gea- 
tleman's  Oolleague,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  yielaed  to  it. 

Mr.  EYIJVNDS  did  not  think  it  neoes- 
sarv  to  continue  the  discussion  whkh 
haa  been  raised.    What  flie  House 
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more  intimaiely  concerned  in  was  the 
course  which  the  Government  ultimately 
pursued.  He  thought  the  proposal  was 
a  fair,  and  probably  a  just  proposal, 
and  that  it  did  not  entail  upon  uie  coun- 

aany  serious  expenditure.     He  did  not 
e  exactly  the  same  ground  of  ob- 
jection to  tms  Vote.     He  admitted  that 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary,  who  was  perfectly  competent 
to  explflon  any  point  to  the  House  con- 
neoted  with  Lis  own  Department,  had 
explained  this  matter  with  perfect  satis- 
facidon.     That,  however,  was  not  the 
point ;  but  he  wished  to  point  out  that 
the  Home  Secretary  had  induced  the 
House  to  accept  the  Prisons  Bill  in  the 
expectation  that  it  would  be  a  very  eco- 
nomical measure.   These  Supplementary 
Estimates  certainly  ^ave  him  the  im- 
pression that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  disappointed  in  his  expecta- 
tions.    He  was  quite  aware  that  the 
Home  Secretary  thought,  and  fully  anti- 
cipated, that  he  would  be  enabled  to 
control  the  expenditure  in  such  a  way  as 
to  prevent  excessive  expenditure.    JBut 
when  the  Bill  was  under  discussion  he 
(Mr.  Bylands)  raised  an  objection  to  it, 
that  the  moment  the  gaols  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  Government  there  would  be 
a  large  increase  in  the  cost  of  building ; 
that  they  would  have  constant  additions 
to  the  existing  gaols ;  that  some  of  them 
would  be  re-constructed ;  and  that  there 
would  be  expenditure  in  a  variety  of 
ways  arising  out  of  the  pressure  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  Department  by  sur- 
veyors, architects,  and  others.     He  found 
that  they  had  already  incurred  an  ex- 
penditure of  something  like  £13,000  in 
new  buildings  and  alterations,  and  £8,000 
for  the  purchase  of  land.     That  was  a 
class  of  expenditure  which,  he  thought, 
was  very  likely  to  increase.     He  knew 
the  Home  Secretary  would  say  that  they 
must  have  efftcient  gaols.     Of  course 
they  must.     But  the  question  was  whe- 
ther, under  Government  superintendence 
and  control,  the  expenditure  for  the  pur- 
pose would  be  in  excess  of  what  it  would 
nave  been  if  the  matter  had  been  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  local  authorities  ?  That 
was  the  point.      PersonaUy,  he  believed 
that  under  the  local  authorities  there 
would  have  been  a  certain  amount  of 
control,  and  an  anxiety  to  keep  down  the 
e:i^nditure,  that  would  check  unneces- 
sary proposals  for  alterations  in  existing 
gaws,  or  the  construction  of  now  build- 1 


ings.  He  was  afraid  that  the  Estimate  now 
before  the  Committee  was  only  the  com- 
mencement of  an  expenditure  which  was 
of  a  character  that  was  likely  to  increase. 
Mb.  ASSHETON  OEOSS  said,  he  had 
explained  at  the  time  the  previous  Bill 
was  introduced  that  the  measure  would 
not  increase  the  prison  expenditure.  He 
was  in  a  position  now  to  assort  that  the 
expenditure  under  the  previous  Bill  had 
actually  decreased. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(13.)  £267,CountyPrisons,&c.,  Great 
Britain. 

(14.)  £485,  Beformatory  and  Indus- 
trial Schools,  Great  Britain. 

(150  ^3^2,  Queen's  Bench,  &c.,  Divi- 
sion, Ireland. 


(16.)  £125,  Probate,  &c.,  Begistries, 
dland. 


Ire 


(17.)  £156,  Begistry  of  Deeds,  Ire- 
land. 

(18.)  £7,300,  County  Court  Officers, 
&c.,  Ireland. 

Mn.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  asked  for 
an  explanation  of  an  item  which  ap- 
peared in  the  Vote  as  follows : — 

**  A.  Clerks  of  Crown  and  Peace  for  Caran, 
County  Cork  East  Biding,  and  City  Cork  West 
Riding  and  County  appointed.  Clerkship  of 
Peace  for  City  of  Londonderry  added  to  the 
office  of  Clerk  of  Crown  and  Peace  for  the 
County,  entailing  an  increase  of  £2,600." 

Was  that  merely  for  maintaining  the 
Clerkship  of  the  Peace  for  the  Coty  of 
Londonderry,  or  was  it  an  increase  paid 
by  all  the  places  mentioned?  He  should 
also  like  an  explanation  about  another 
and  more  important  matter,  which  he 
found  in  the  same  Estimate,  under  the 
letter  D.  ''Salaries  of  additional  re- 
sident magistrates,  £200."  Ho  sup- 
posed that  the  £200  was  a  proportionate 
part  of  the  new  magistrates^  salary  for  a 
certain  time.  He  would  like  to  have 
more  information  on  the  matter.  He 
had  always  considered  that  in  Ireland 
they  had  quite  enough  of  resident 
magistrates  for  ordinary  purposes,  and 
there  had  been  nothing  in  the  late  circum- 
stances of  the  country  to  justify  an  in- 
crease of  the  number.  He  wished  to 
know  what  the  number  of  these  new 
magistrates  was,  when  they  wore  ap- 
pointed, and  if  it  was  intended  that  they 
should  be  permanent?    In  making  these 
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remarks  he  believed  he  was  speaking 
not  only  his  own  views,  but  the  feeling 
generally  of  the  people  on  the  other  side 
of  the  water,  who  agreed  with  him  that 
the  present  staff  of  resident  magistrates 
was  sufficient. 

Sm  HENEY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  that  with  regard  to  the  first  ques- 
tion, whether  the  whole  of  the  increase 
mentioned  was  received  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  of  the  City  of  Londonderry, 
he  might  explain  that  the  amount  was 
proposed  for  the  Clerks  of  the  Crown 
and  Peace  of  Cavan,  County  Cork,  East 
Biding,  and  City  Cork,  West  Biding, 
and  City  of  Londonderry  in  this  pro- 
portion—Cork £1,000,  Cavan  £750,  and 
City  of  Londonderry  £850.  That  would 
answer  the  first  question.  He  was  not 
able  sufficiently  to  answer  in  detail  the 
hon.  Member's  question  as  to  the  in- 
crease under  letter  D,  with  the  exception 
that  the  increase  was  for  three  additional 
magistrates. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  thought  that 
the  answer  was  scarcely  satisfactory. 
The  Committee  ought  to  know  at  loast 
whether  the  three  magistrates  were  to  be 
permanent  or  temporary  magistrates. 
Temporary  magistrates  in  Lreland  were 
calleid  provisional  appointments.  He 
wished  to  know  if  these  were  permanent 
or  temporary  appointments?  He  was  glad 
to  see  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for  L:e- 
land  was  now  in  his  place,  because  it  was 
desirable  that  some  Member  of  the  Lish 
Executive  should  tell  them  something 
about  the  matter.  He  hoped  he  mieht 
be  excused  for  pressing  the  question 
now ;  but  it  was  the  first  time,  as  far  as 
ho  was  aware,  that  such  an  item  had 
been  placed  in  the  Estimate,  and  the 
Vote  might  be  formed  into  a  precedent 
for  the  future.  It  was  highly  desirable, 
if  these  new  resident  magistrates  were 
to  become  a  permanent  charge,  that  they 
should  know  what  they  were  doing. 

Mb.  BIGGAB  wished  to  call  attention 
to  another  item  in  the  same  Vote,  which 
appeared  under  the  letter  B — **  Clerks 
of  the  Crown  and  Peace  Allowances  for 
1878-9  and  1879-80,  £3,550."  He  should 
have  thought  that  these  additional  Clerks 
of  the  Crown  were  not  necessary,  and 
that,  instead  of  an  increase  of  expendi- 
ture under  this  head,  there  would  have 
been  a  decrease.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  same  person  held  tbe  two  offices, 
and  where  that  was  the  case  he  ought 
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to  receive  a  less  sum  than  two  officen 
would  get  if  the  appointment  were  held 
separately.  What  was  the  meaning  of 
the  term  "  allowance  ?  "  At  present 
these  officers  got  eztravag^t  salaries, 
amounting,  in  his  opinion,  to  about  fonr 
times  as  much  as  they  ought  to  get 
Some  of  them  got  £1,000  or  £1,200 
a-year  for  about  ten  days'  work  in  the 
year,  and  they  were  vezy  much  ovexpaid. 
He  did  not  see  that  these  gentlemen  were 
entitled  to  any  special  favoor.  Of  course, 
they  were  entitled  to  the  salaries  which 
Parliament  awarded  to  them ;  but,  as  he 
had  already  said,  those  salaries  were  ex- 
ceedingly extravagant.         

The  attorney  GENERAL  fm 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  said,  he  might 
explain  that  the  reason  why  these  Clens 
of  the  Crown  appeared  in  the  Estimato 
was  that  there  had  been  an  amalgams- 
tion  of  offices  previouslv  j>aid  for  out  of 
county  sources.  The  salaries  consequent 
upon  the  amalgamation  of  offices,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
came  for  the  first  time  in  the  EBtimatm. 
In  regard  to  the  question  put  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cavan,  in  relation  to 
the  allowance  for  1878-9  and  1879-80 
paid  to  these  officers,  the  hon.  Member 
would  find  that  there  was  a  provision  in 
the  Act  of  Parliament  proriding  tiiat 
they  should  be  given  offices  and  other 
allowances.  The  amount  of  those  albw* 
ances  was  not  sanctioned  officially  by  the 
Treasury  imtil  recently ;  and,  in  fact,  it 
was  a  YGTY  urgent  grievance  on  the  pszt 
of  the  officers  that  they  had  been  kept 
so  long  out  of  their  pay.  It  was  qmte 
a  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  suggest  that  these  officers  had 
only  to  work  for  nine  or  ten  days  a-yssr, 
because  he  (the  Attorney  General  lor 
Ireland)  knew,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that 
in  the  larger  counties  of  Ireland  ther 
worked  for  120  or  150  davs  a-year,  and 
their  salaries  were  not  at  all  oat  of  propor- 
tion to  the  services  rendered.  They  were 
all  measured  by  the  Act  of  1877.  ISbs 
highest  was  £1,100,  and  there  were  some 
of  that  class  as  low  as  £450.  He  ventured 
to  think  that  if  there  was  any  error  it  was 
on  the  side  of  moderation.  Witfirefarepcs 
to  the  question  raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Limerick  (Mr.  O'Shaughnessy),  he 
might  say  that,  up  to  within  the  last  two 
or  three  years,  the  appointments  had  not 
been  filled  up ;  but  when  it  became  ae- 
cesscuy  to  meet  the  ezigenciea  of  ths 
couDtry  the  appointments  had  been  le- 
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filled.  The  gentlemen  appointed,  how- 
ever, were  only  appointed  temporarily, 
and  not  permanently. 

Mb.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  said,  that 
he  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
whether  these  offices  were  to  be  an  addi- 
tion to  the  present  Government  establish- 
ment in  Ireland  ?  What  had  rendered 
these  additional  appointments  necessary, 
and  what  districts  had  been  made  for 
them?  He  should  also  like  to  know 
the  names  of  the  gentlemen,  and  what 
professional  qualifications  they  had  for 
their  appointments  ? 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  that  the 
additions  to  the  resident  magistracy 
were  two,  and  the  reasons  for  those  ad- 
ditions were  very  simple.  A  few  years 
ago  the  state  of  the  country  permitted 
the  Gx>vemment  to  amalgamate  certain 
districts,  and  to  diminish  the  establish- 
ment of  magistrates  by  two.  But  in 
consequence  not  only  of  disturbances  in 
various  dbtricts,  but  on  account  of  the 
want  of  gentlemen  who  could  take  upon 
themselves  the  duty  of  magistrates,  the 
Government  had  to  consider  the  best 
course  to  adopt.  It  was  decided,  under 
those  circumstances,  to  apply  to  the 
Treasury  to  allow  the  staff  of  resident 
magistrates  to  be  increased  to  the  num- 
ber from  which  it  had  been  reduced. 
The  Treasury  sanctioned  the  appoint- 
ments, and  two  additional  magistrates 
had  accordingly  been  appointed.  One 
of  the  gentlemen  who  had  been  nomi- 
nated had  for  many  years  been  in  the 
Soyal  Irish  Constabulary,  and  he  was 
appointed  to  Balladaghereen,  upon  the 
lK>rders  of  Mayo,  Sli^o,  and  Eoscom- 
mon;  the  other  gentleman  appointed 
had  been  allocated  to  a  district  where  a 
Taeancy  existed,  and  both  were  well 
fitted  for  their  posts. 

Mb.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  said,  that 
the  Gk)vemment  had  informed  thorn 
years  ago  that  the  ordinary  establish- 
ment of  residential  magistrates  in  Ire- 
land had  been  reduced  by  two  ;  but 
now  they  alleged  that,  owing  to  the  ex- 
ceptional circimistances  of  the  country, 
it  iiad  become  necessary  to  fill  up  the 
two  vacandes.  He  thought  that  hon. 
Members  from  Ireland  were  justified  in 
•apposing  that  the  two  men  appointed 
were  to  be  resident  magistrates  on  the 
tame  footing  as  the  others.  He  cer- 
tainly thought  that  there  were  no 
grounds  for  the  appointment  when  it 
'*  le  to  obtam  ordinary  unpaid 


magistrates  to  perform  the  duty.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  those  appointments, 
like  many  others  made  in  Ireland,  were 
simply  for  the  purpose  of  placing  addi- 
tional patronage  m  the  hands  of  the 
Government. 

Mb.  p.  MAETIN  said,  that  the  gen- 
tlemen had,  as  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  had  observed,  very 
arduous  duties  to  perform,  and  which 
required  for  their  due  discharge  great 
care  and  some  skilled  knowledge,  and 
involved  serious  responsibility.  It  was 
impossible  to  obtain  the  services  of  com- 
petent men  except  they  were  paid  ade- 
quate remuneration.  So  far  from  offi- 
cials in  Ireland  being  overpaid,  he  be- 
lieved there  was  a  very  strong  feeling 
in  Ireland  that  they  were  very  much 
underpaid,  and  that  they  received  very 
much  less  for  their  services  than  was 
paid  in  proportion  to  the  English  offi- 
cials. He  did  not  wish  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Committee,  but  only  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  an  impression 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  Irish  Mem- 
bers that  officials  in  Ireland  were  over- 
paid. He  was  only  speaking  for  him- 
self ;  but  he  believed  the  general  opinion 
in  Ireland  to  be  that  officials  did  not  re- 
ceive sufficient  remuneration.  If  the 
scale  of  remuneration  paid  to  officials  in 
England  were  compared  with  that  which 
existed  in  Ireland,  it  would  be  seen  that 
the  Irish  officials  had  very  good  ground 
for  complaint. 

Mb.  BIGGAE  said,  that  he  was 
under  the  impression  that  all  lawyers 
were  overpaid.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
a  barrister  who  coidd  make  £200  a-year 
by  his  practice  at  the  Bar  would  be  very 
glad  to  accept  a  County  Court  Judgeship 
at  £200  or  £300  a-year.  With  regard 
to  these  offices,  it  was  well  known  that 
they  were  always  bestowed  for  political 
services  rendered.  The  fact  was  that 
the  number  of  attorneys  in  Ireland  who 
could  earn  £100  a-year  by  their  profes- 
sion was  very  small.  Those  gentlemen 
were  able  to  make  a  great  deal  more  by 
occupying  an  official  position  than  by 
the  ordinary  practice  of  their  profession. 
Some  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace  and  Clerks 
of  the  Crown  had  private  practices  in  ad- 
dition to  their  official  functions,  and  the 
duties  of  their  official  position  were  in 
many  cases  carried  out  by  substitutes, 
who  got,  perhaps,  not  one-fourth  of  the 
salary  which  was  paid  by  Votes  of  that 
House.     The  truth  was  that  lawyers 
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were  interested  in  allowing  salaries  to 
be  paid  to  lawyers;  but  the  public 
should  make  some  exertion  to  put  down 
the  extortionate  payments  to  lawyers 
both  in  England  and  Ireland. 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  for 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  said,  that  no 
barrister  could  obtain  one  of  these  ap- 
pointments at  the  present  time.  The 
effect  of  the  Act  of  1877  was  practically 
to  take  away  the  patronage  from  the 
present  Government,  and  to  provide 
that,  whenever  a  vacancy  occurred  in 
those  offices,  it  should  bo  filled  up  by  a 
certain  amalgamation  of  offices,  and 
should  be  paid  by  salary.  It  was  stipu- 
lated that  the  holders  of  those  offices 
should  retire  from  the  practice  of  their 
profession.  It  would  be  obvious  that 
every  care  had  been  taken  to  prevent 
the  Government  having  patronage  with 
regard  to  these  offices. 

Mb.  CALLAN  said,  he  could  bear  tes- 
timony to  the  efficiency  of  the  County 
Court  Judges  in  Ireland,  who  adminis- 
tered the  Taw  for  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  that  country.  It  was  true  that 
a  large  amount  of  patronage  had  been 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  Act  of  1877.  He  thought 
that  the  Judges  who  had  to  administer 
the  law  to  the  bulk  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  should  be  well  paid,  or,  at 
least,  as  well  paid  as  their  brethren  in 
England.  He  trusted  that  their  scale  of 
remuneration  would  be  assimilated  to  that 
which  prevailed  in  this  country. 

Mb.  BIGGAE  said,  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  make  any  charge  against  the 
Government;  but  when  he  raised  his 
voice  against  the  exorbitant  salaries 
paid  to  lawyers  he  intended  to  mean 
both  barristers  and  attorneys,  for  he 
thought  the  two  Professions  seemed  to 
play  wonderfully  well  into  each  other's 
nands.  Anyone  who  was  acquainted 
with  the  doings  of  those  people  would, 
he  thought,  ag^ee  with  mm  that  the 
general  public  would  do  well  to  use 
their  utmost  exertions  to  lessen  the 
amount  of  money  paid  to  lawyers. 

Mb.  O'DONNELl  said,  that  he  had 
listened  to  the  explanation  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  on 
the  subject  of  these  additional  magis- 
trates, and  he  confessed  that  the  obser- 
vations of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
inspired  him  with  a  thirst  for  further 
information.  To  make  the  matter  clear, 
he  believed  that  for  some  time  past 
letters  had  appeared  in  the  PaH  Mali 
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Otnetti  very  zealously  denouncing  tho 
land  agitation  in  Ireland.  Those  com- 
munications had,  he  believed,  proceeded 
from  a  very  promising^  jonng  sab-in- 
spector, named  Blake,  the  son-in-law  of 
a  former  Member  of  that  House  (Mr. 
Bemal  Osborne).  He  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther it  was  not  the  case  that  one  of  those 
additional  magistrates  whom  the  Govern- 
ment had  found  it  necessary  to  appoint 
was,  singularly  enough,  of  the  same  name 
as  the  gentleman  who  had  defended  the 
Government  in  the  columns  of  the  P^U 
Mall  OaMdtU  ?  If  his  information  were 
accurate,  it  only  went  to  show  that,  from 
time  to  time,  on  rare  oocasions.  Her 
Majesty's  GK>vemment  could  show  a 
generous  appreciation  of  literazy  merit. 
But  he  had  great  cariosity  to  knov 
whether  one  of  these  additional  magis- 
trates was  the  Mr.  Blake  in  question? 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHEB  said,  that  one  of 
the  magistrates  appointed  was  a  Captain 
Trawl,  and  the  otner  was  a  gentlonaa 
whose  name  he  had  mistaken  just  now, 
when  asked,  but  which  certainly  did  not 
very  closely  resemble  that  just  alluded 
to.    The  name  was  Mr.  Monsell. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(19.)  Motion  made,  and 
posed, 

"  That  a  Supplomentary  som,  not  est „ 

£7,000,  be  granted  to  Hor  Majerty,  to  defnr 
the  Char^  which  will  come  in  oohtm  of  par- 
mont  during  the  year  onding  on  the  Slrt  day  of 
March  1880,  for  the  Constahnlary  Forae  in 
Ireland." 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  that  notwith- 
standing that  he  had  before  his  eyes  tiie 
fear  of  the  new  Standing  Orders  of  tiie 
House,  yet  he  could  not  help  chanc- 
terizing  this  Vote  as  one  of  the  most 
audacious  that  had  ever  been  rnxmosed 
to  that  House.  The  original  H>t«»"«** 
for  the  Constabulary  of  Ireland  wu 
£1,097,192,  and  an  additional  som  ol 
£7,000  was  now  asked  for.  That  aom 
was  divided  between  extra  pay  and 
allowances  and  travelling  expeasea. 
They  were  told  that  the  extra  jmyaad 
allowances  were  on  aoooont  of  the  estia 
services  occasioned  by  diBtnrbaiifiea. 
He  had  heard  of  no  distarbanoes  ezMpt 
those  occasioned  by  the  officers  of  the 
law.  It  was  true  he  had  heard  of  dia- 
turbances  being  caused  by  armed  troops 
charging  helpless  crowds  of  women  and 
cliildrcn;  but  he  was  not  aware  that 
,  those  were  services  that  required  the 
I  especial  recognition  of  that  House.    He 


pfO- 


d65 


Supply  ^  Civil 


{March  4,  1880)        Service^  ^e.  Eaiimates,     366 


Bhould,  therefore,  feel  it  his  duty  to 
move  that  the  item  should  be  reduced 
bj  the  sum  of  £3,250.  In  one  case  with 
"which  he  was  acquainted  a  man  was 
brought  down  from  Dublin  to  serve  a  pro- 
cess ;  and  not  being  acquainted  with  the 
locality,  a  member  of  tiie  Constabulary 
Force  accompanied  him,  to  point  out  the 
house  at  which  it  was  to  be  served.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  public  officer  to  show  the 
minister  of  a  private  vengeance  the 
house  of  the  victim  was  a  service  which 
demanded  extra  pay  and  allowance? 
He  should  like  to  know  what  there  was 
in  the  extra  services  of  the  Boyal  Irish 
Oonstabulary  for  which  the  Imperial 
Parliament  should  be  asked  to  recom- 
pense them  out  of  public  funds.  Again, 
the  services  performed  by  the  Consta- 
bulary had  been  employed  in  serving 
notices  upon  the  tenants  at  Derry  Park. 
Colonel  Clements,  who  had  succeeded  to 
a  portion  of  the  Leitrim  estates,  seemed 
disposed  to  repeat  some  of  the  deplorable 
penormances  that  had  distinguished  his 

fredecessor  for  many  years.  At  Derry 
*ark  the  Constabulary  were  under  the 
command  of  a  sub-inspector,  and  accom- 
panied a  process  server  to  serve  notices 
of  ejectment.  They  were  not  accom- 
panied by  any  magistrate  until  they  had 
arrived  at  the  scene  of  operations,  when 
a  magistrate  joined  them  with  a  ro-in- 
forcement  of  100  men.  But  before  the 
magistrate  arrived,  the  sub-inspector 
had  made  several  charges  in  brilliant 
military  style  against  the  wretched  women 
and  children  who  were  about.  Before 
armed  troops  were  called  upon  to  act 
against  the  helpless  population  in  England 
Bome  such  formality  as  that  of  reading 
the  Biot  Act  was  gone  through.  Troops 
in  England  would  not  be  allowed  to 
charge  the  civil  population  before  tho 
£iot  Act  had  been  read  in  tho  respon- 
nble  presence  of  magisterial  authority. 
He  wanted  to  know  how  the  services  of 
the  Constabulary  at  Derry  Park  gave 
them  a  title  to  public  compensation,  or 
how  they  entitled  them  to  anv  compen- 
sation whatever  from  the  public  funds  ? 
Perhaps  one  of  the  services  for  which 
the  Constabulary  were  to  receive  extra 
pay  was  that  of  providing  a  process 
•errer  with  a  suit  of  their  uniform ;  but  he 
doubted  very  much  whether  disguising 
enoh  a  person  in  the  uniform  of  the  mem- 
bersof  the  BoyallrishConstabulary  wasa 
matter  that  oould  be  properly  recognized 


as  affording  a  title  to  extra  remunera- 
tion. If  quarrels  took  place  between 
the  Constabulary  and  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, whose  fault  was  it  ?  Everyone 
must  admit  that  the  conduct  of  the  Con- 
stabulary in  allowing  a  process  server — 
the  minister  of  the  most  petty  and  pri- 
vate vengeance — the  minister  of  the 
spite  of  some  landlord  who  had  seen  his 
tenants  vote  against  him  at  an  election — 
to  be  clothed  in  the  uniform  of  the 
Constabulary,  was  to  be  condemned. 
The  most  noble  the  Marquess  of  Clan- 
ricarde  —  the  most  worthy  representa- 
tive of  a  worthy  ancestry  —  had  re- 
cently declared  his  undying  hostility  to 
his  tenantry  on  account  of  the  way  in 
which  they  behaved  at  a  recent  election. 
His  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
for  County  Galway  (Major  Nolan)  polled 
a  majority  of  tho  electors,  but  was  un- 
seated by  Judge  Keogh  on  petition ;  and 
because  his  tenants  voted  against  his 
wishes  the  Marquess  of  Clanricarde  had 
declared  his  undying  hostility  to  them, 
and  was  not  satisfied  with  having  lately 
raised  their  rent  by  a  considerable  amount. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  clothing  a  process 
server  in  the  uniform  of  the  Constabu- 
lary was  a  most  effectual  method  to 
adopt  for  stirring  up  the  feelings  of  the 
people  against  the  Constabulary,  and 
that  it  would  result  in  broils ;  but  if  that 
did  happen  it  was  the  Government,  and 
the  Ministers  of  the  Government,  who 
would  be  responsible.  In  the  observa- 
tions he  had  made  with  regard  to  the 
Constabulary,  he  did  not  mean  to  convey 
any  slight  upon  the  members  of  that 
Force  individually.  He  believed  that  no 
one  could  entertain  a  more  strenuous 
objection  to  the  use  that  had  been  made 
of  them,  in  the  way  he  had  indicated, 
than  tho  members  of  the  Boyal  Irish 
Constabulary  themselves.  The  feeling 
amonffst  the  members  of  that  Force  was 
one  of  detestation  of  the  policy  which 
made  them  the  ministers  of  landlord 
vengeance  and  landlord  greed  in  that 
sore  crisis  of  national  distress.  It  was 
not,  therefore,  against  tho  Hoyal  Irish 
Constabulary  that  his  observations  were 
directed.  They  did  their  duty,  however 
repellant  to  their  manhood — they  were 
simply  faithful  to  their  sword.  It  was 
against  the  Government  that  allowed 
them  to  be  sent  upon  these  miserable 
errands  that  their  complaints  were 
directed.  The  services  of  tne  Constabu- 
lary, for  which  this  Vote  was  asked,  had 
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tended  to  deepen  the  discontent  in  Ire- 
land.    The  best   troops,  when  thrown 
into  conflict,  must  occasionally  lose  their 
heads;  and  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  could  re- 
main entirely  free   from  blame  in  the 
struggles  in  which  they  wore  engaged. 
If  he  had  any  di«position  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Committee,  he  believed  that 
he  could  show,   at  some  length,   how 
operations  had  been  carried  on  against 
the  starving  peasantry  in  the  West  of 
Ireland.     While  the  Government's  hand 
had  been  kept  back,  and  not  a  single 
promise  of  relief  had  been  made,  the 
Constabulary  had  been  sent,  not  only  to 
point  out  to   the  process  servers — the 
ministers    of    private     vengeance — the 
house  of  the  objectionable  tenant ;  but 
again  and  again  the  Constabulary  had 
been  brought  into    conflict    with     the 
peasantry,   even  without  being    under 
magisterial  supervision.    They  had  used 
their    bayonets    against     women     and 
children,  and  struck  them  with  the  butt 
end  of  their  rifles.     He  was  not  repre- 
senting the  accounts  of  mere  National 
joum^s — he  was  not  stating  the  repre- 
sentations of  a  mere  disaffected  Press. 
The  Government  itself  had,  on   many 
occasions,  recognized  the  moderation  and 
the  services  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dub- 
lin ;  and  in  his  responsible  newspaper. 
The  Freeman^ $  Journal--'^,  paper  which 
was  distinguished  for  the  moderation  of 
its  tone,  and  which  did  not  always  go  so 
far  as  they  on  that  side  of  the  House 
thought  it  ought  to  go,  and  exercised  a 
ffreat  influence  in  Ireland — would  be 
found  accounts  of  what  ho  had  stated. 
Again  and  again  acts  of  the  greatest 
brutality  had  been  reported  against  the 
Constabulary,  and  altogether  the  pro- 
ceedings had  been  of  the  most  demoral- 
izing character.     He  could  also    quote 
columns  from  the  correspondence  of  tlie 
Ministerial     Standard^     describing    the 
dreadful  scenes  that  had  accompanied 
the  action  of  the  Boyal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary.    Both  the  Irish  people  and  the 
Government  ought  to  bo  proud  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  for  they  were 
certainly  a  fine  body  of  men  ;  but  they 
ought  not  to  be  employed  in  proceedings 
of  this  kind.     No  doubt,  it  suited  the 
exigencies  of  the  Conservative  Party  to 
permit  their  satellites  in  Ireland  to  do  as 
they  liked.     It  was  in  accordance  with 
the  traditions  of  English  Toryism  that 
starving  families,  who  had  no  refuge  but 
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the  workhouse  or  the  road  side,  shonli 
bo  permitted  to  be  tamed  out  by  the 
ministers  of  priyato  vengeance,  supported 
by  the  bayonets  of  the  militaty.  Bet 
the  employment  of  the  Royal  Insh  Cjo- 
stabulary,  during  the  recent  distresi  ii 
Ireland,  as  the  ministers  of  priTt:? 
vengeance,  had  caused  immense  di»* 
affection,  and  was  the  direct  cause  of 
many  of  the  disturbances  that  had  oc- 
curred. He  would  ask  the  Committee, 
and  more  particularly  the  Irish  Memben, 
to  join  with  him  in  protesting  aguns: 
special  sdlowanoes  being  nia&  to  the 
Irish  Constabulary  for  work  of  this 
kind.  ,  The  very  services  for  which  the 
Constabulary  was  to  be  paid  were  the 
direct  cause  of  the  disturbances  com- 
plainod  of.  They  were,  in  fact,  to  be 
remunerated  for  their  heroic  condact  in 
fighting  starving  women  and  children. 
He  could  only  conclude  as  he  had  began, 
by  saying  that  this  was,  perhaps,  the 
most  audacious  proposal  that  even  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  erer  made  in 
connection  with  its  dealings  with  Ire- 
land. He  begged  to  move  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  the  sum  of  £3,250,  being  the 
extra  pay  and  allowance  to  the  di^rent 
ranks  of  the  Boyal  Irish  Constabolaiy. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

*<  That  the  Item  of  £3,260,  for  Eztn  FkT  aai 
Allowancoa,  bo  omitted  from  the  propoeed  Vote** 
— (JTr.  O'DohmU,) 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  said,  he 
should  support  the  Motion  for  tiie  re- 
duction of  tiie  Vote.  He  went  altogeCh* 
with  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Dungarran  in  his  objection  to  emploj- 
ing  the  police  as  assistant  bailifis  for  the 
serving  of  processes.  No  doubt,  it  wonU 
be  said  by  those  who  defended  such  pio- 
coedings  that  the  excited  state  of  the 
peasantry  required  the  protection  of  the 
police  in*  order  to  carry  out  the  prooesi 
of  the  law  ;  and  that,  pHmd/aae,  might 
be  some  defence  for  their  being  so  em* 
ployed.  But,  in  order  to  teat  that  de- 
fence for  the  constant  employment  of 
force,  one  would  be  obliged  to  go  into 
the  circumstances  which  had  excited  the 
peasantry ;  one  woidd  hare  to  go  ofsr 
the  whole  history  of  the  injustioe  of  the 
landlords  which,  undoubtedly,  had  es- 
cited  the  peasantry.  But  he  knew  thil 
if  ho  pursued  that  subject  he  would  be 
callod.to  Order ;  and,  therefore,  he  wonld 
dismiss  it  by  sayinff  that  as  long  as  the 
landlords  remained  as  they  were,  so  long 
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would  the  OoTemment  find,  not  a  justi-  I 
fioation,  but  an  excuse,  for  asking  for 
that  amount  of  force  to  carry  out  tho  law. 
Was  it  right  that  the  law  should  be  in 
■uoh  a  state  as  to  make  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  employ  the  police  on  such 
€CTanas  ?    Was  it  not  better  to  consider 
pioposals for  a  change  in  the  land?  How- 
ever, passing  to  the  second  purpose  for 
which  the  police  were  employed,  he  said 
deliberately  that    the    absence  of   the 
police  from  tho  public  meetings  which 
had  been  alluded  to  would  have  done  no 
harm,  but  all  the  good  in  the  world. 
Everyone  knew  that  there  was  no  danger 
at  those  meetings,  which  were  conducted 
in  a  perfectly  peaceable  manner.  What- 
ever their  objects  were,  whether  thoy 
were  prudent  or  not,  the  whole  effect  the 
presence  of  the  police  had  was  to  excite 
the  people  and  to  render  a  breach  of  the 
peace  imminent.  Therefore,  he  protested 
m  the  name  of  peace  against  the  em- 
ployment of  the  police  for  such  purposes, 
and  against  the  taxpayers  being  called 
upon  to  pay  for  such  duties.     Further, 
he  protested  against  it  because  it  made 
the  police  unpopular  by  bringing  them 
into  unnecessary  conflict  with  the  people. 
The  police  were  mixed  up  with    the 
people  in  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages ; 
and,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  they 
ffot  on  very  well.     They  were  admirable 
for  the  suppression  of  small  crimes,  and 
there  was  a  fair  amoimt  of  cordiality 
between  them  and  the  people.     Tho 
onlv  danger  was  their  employment  on 
pohtical  occasions,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  disturbances,  but  really 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  people 
from  expressing  their  opinions  in  a  per- 
fectlv  Constitutional  way.     He  knew  tho 
ffood  humour  and  good  temper  usually 
displayed  by  the  police,  and  beliovcd 
that,   under  ordinary  circumstances,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  produce  any  hos- 
tility towards  them.     If  hostility  could 
be  created,  it  would  be  by  the  uses  to 
which  the  police  were  put  by  the  Go- 

vemment.        

Mr.  D.  DAYIES  remarked,  that  if 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dungarvan  (Mr. 
O'Donnell)  used  such  violent  language  in 
Ireland  as  he  did  in  that  House  witli  re- 
gard to  the  police,  he  was  very  much 
florprised  that  somebody  had  not  been 
kilied  there  before  now.  In  his  time  he 
had  had  a  great  many  Irishmen  in  his 
employment,  and  he  found  they  were  a 
very  good  class  of  men,  provided  that 


care  was  taken  not  to  excite  them.  They 
generally  kept  together,  and  sometimes 
some  among  them  might  say  very  strong 
things,  and  then  there  was  a  row.  But 
with  regard  to  this  Vote,  he  thought  that 
as  Ireland  would  have  to  pay  by  far  the 
least  proportion  of  the  amount  the  hon. 
Memoer  for  Dungarvan  should  be  the 
last  to  complain.  He  did  not  agpree  that 
it  was  not  necessary  to  have  the  police 
employed  for  the  purposes  in  question. 
The  hon.  Member  at  first  spoke  in  very 
complimentary  terms  of  the  police ;  and 
then,  before  he  sat  down,  he  said  they 
used  the  bayonet  and  tho  butt-end  of  the 
gun  for  women  and  children.  There 
seemed  to  be  some  little  inconsistency  in 
that,  and  he  did  not  think  that  the 
police  would  be  guilty  of  such  violence 
towards  women  and  children.  But  if 
there  was  much  excitement,  and  espe- 
cially if  they  heard  the  hon.  Member's 
speech,  the  poor  people  might  rush 
against  the  bayonet  and  so  get  hurt.  He 
hoped  the  Committee  would  now  allow 
the  Vote  to  be  passed.  Ireland  would 
only  be  pa3dng  something  like  £600  or 
£700,  and  England  and  Scotland  would 
be  paying  all  the  rest.  He  was  very 
willing,  as  a  rule,  to  support  the  hon. 
Member ;  but  he  (Mr.  Davies)  thought 
he  was  unreasonable  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, and,  therefore,  he  hoped  he  would 
withdraw  his  Motion. 

Mr.  BIGGAE  thought  the  money  was 
not  required.  The  police  in  Ireland 
were  thoroughly  idle  nine-tenths  of  their 
time.  They  simply  had  to  loaf  about, 
and  when  they  had  a  chance  of  some 
extra  work  on  a  pleasure  occasion  he 
thought  they  wore  able  to  do  it  without 
any  extra  pay.  As  to  this  alleged  dis- 
turbance at  public  meetings,  that  did 
not  exist  at  all.  He  had  attended 
several  meetings,  and  there  was  not  the 
slightest  excuse  for  bringing  the  police 
to  them.  The  people  were  all  unani- 
mous, and  there  was  nothing  to  fight 
for.  In  County  Meath  there  was  an 
enormously  large  meeting  held  in  honour 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Meath  (Mr. 
Pamell,  the  proceedings  of  which  be- 
gan in  the  morning  and  lasted  until 
evening.  The  people  came  and  peace- 
ably listened  to  the  speeches,  ana  went 
away  quietly ;  and  he  repeated  that,  so 
far  as  public  meetings  were  concerned, 
there  was  not  the  slightest  excuse  for 
employing  the  police.  He  admitted  that 
in  County  Armagh  a  few  days  ago  there 
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was  a  meeting  of  North  of  Ireland 
Whigs,  which  was  attacked  and  broken 
up  by  Orangemen  of  the  district;  but 
at  the  hond  fide  land  meetings  there  was 
no  such  disturbance.  The  fact  was  that 
the  Government  took  the  part  of  dis- 
honest landlords  to  extort  most  exorbi- 
tant and  unreasonable  and  t3rrannical 
rents  from  the  tenants.  He  thought 
that  when  the  landlords  sought  to  eject 
their  tenants  they  ought  to  bear  the  ex- 
pense themselves.  If  they  wanted  extra 
police  they  should  pay  for  them.  If  the 
promoter  of  a  race  meeting  applied  for 
police  he  had  to  pay  for  their  attend- 
ance, and  why  should  those  extortionate 
landlords  in  Ireland  not  have  to  do  tho 
same?  He  really  did  not  see  what 
grounds  there  were  for  extra  payment  to 
these  men,  who  were  kept  in  ordinary 
times  for  ornamental  purposes,  just  to 
overawe  the  people  and  make  them  be- 
lieve that  they  ought  to  submit  to  that  sys- 
tem of  English  government.  Neither  did 
he  see  why  the  taxpayers  of  this  King- 
dom should  pay  for  police  for  the  benefit 
of  tyrannical  and  unreasonable  and  dis- 
honest landlords. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  it  was,  for- 
tunately, not  necessary  for  him  to  defend 
tho  character  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary. Everybody  knew  there  was 
not  a  finer  body  of  men  in  the  world. 
The  only  wonder  was  how,  under  such 
great  provocation,  they  displayed  so 
much  moderation.  lie  believed  it  was 
universally  conceded  that  tho  Constabu- 
lary had,  on  recent  occasions,  under 
very  trying  circumstances,  behaved  with 
singular  moderation.  They  had  simply 
to  afford  protection  to  all  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  in  the  discharge  of  their  legal 
rights.  It  was  not  for  him  to  go  into  the 
question  whether  tlie  laws  of  the  land  wore 

food  or  bad.  They  had  been  passed  by 
Parliament,  and  were  subject  to  the  revi- 
sion of  Parliament.  At  the  proper  time 
he  should  not  be  slow  to  give  his  opi- 
nion on  them;  but,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, all  the  Committee  were  called 
upon  to  do  was  to  vote  a  sum  of  money 
wnich  was  rendered  necessary  by  the 
obligation  of  the  Government  to  keep 
order  in  the  country.  The  Gt)vemment 
had  simply  discharged  their  duty,  and 
the  extra  pay  and  allowances  now  asked 
for  were  only  what  had  been  usual 
under  similar  circumstances. 

Ma.  SHAW  thought  it  was  important 
to    ascertain  whether    there  was    any 
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foundation  for  the  charges  against  the 
police  which  had  been  made  that  eren- 
ing,   and  which  he    had   seen  in  the 
papers.  Some  of  thoae  chaises — namelT, 
that  the  police  acted  towardb  women  and 
children  m  a  brutal  manner^  originated  ia 
English  papers.    From  his  own  obaerra- 
tion  as  a  magistrate,  he  had  never  kaowa 
the  police  as  a  bodv  act  in  an  unfair  war; 
but  he  thought  the   Government  wen 
bound  to  investigate  those  charges.    He 
would  vote  for  the   Amendment  ti  a 
protest  against  the   way  in  which  the 
Government  had  employed  the  police. 
There  was   nothings    more   absurd,  or 
more  calculated  to  create   a  breach  of 
the  peace,  than  gatherings  a  crowd  d 
policemen  in  any  district  where  then 
was  likely  to  be  a  disturbance  at  a  large 
meeting.     Did  any  man  in  his  seneei 
think  uiat  the  hon.  Member  for  Cafaa 
(Mr.   Biggar)    and  the    hon.    Member 
for  Dungarvan  (Mr.  O'DonneU)  wonU 
risk  their  precious  lives  at  any  of  thoee 
meetings?    Was  it   likely   that  when 
20,000  or  30,000  men  were   assemUed 
those  hon.  Gentlemen  would  desire  any- 
thing like  a  breach  of  the  peace,  or  want 
to  do  anything  illeg^  ?     Nothing  of  the 
kind.  They  met  there  to  discuss  a  great 
public  question.    He  might  say  that  he 
had  read  almost  all  the  speeches  whid 
were  made  at  those  meetings,  and  he  did 
not  think  he  ever  remembered  so  many 
speeches  in  which  there  was  such  a  £ur 
average  of  nonsense.     Now,  he  did  not 
think  that,  as  a  general  xiile,  looking 
at  the   history  of    insurrections,  non- 
sense was  ever  the  cause  of  an  insuiree* 
tion.    The  people  of  Ireland  were  noC 
fools;   and  they  knew  very  well  that 
those  hon.  Genuemen  did  not  mean  lo 
do  anything  illegal ;  but  to  collect  hun- 
dreds of  police  in  martial   array  wai 
almost  a  temptation  to  the  people  to 
commit  a  breach  of  the  peace.    The 
people  of  this  country  would  not  aJlow  it 
for  a  moment.    He  thought  such  a  nee 
of  the  police  was  most  unreasonable; 
and  in  that  time  of  excitement  half  the 
ovil  was  caused  by  ignorant  people  in 
Dublin  Castle  rushing  to  conolusioBii 
and  imagining  that  because  a  pnfalie 
meeting  was  goine  to  be  held  there  wae 
going  to  be  something  illegal  done.    If 
the  people    had   been  let  alone  they 
would  have  listened  to  the  sense  sad 
rejected  the  nonsense ;  but,  by  the  aetioB 
of  tlie  Government,  the  people  had  beea 
almost  led  to  prefer  the  latter.    It  wat 
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very  objectionable,  also,  that  the  police 
should  be  employed  in  serving  processes 
of  ejectment,  and  more  especially  during 
last  year.  He  had  no  doubt  many  land- 
lords of  Ireland  were  placed  in  a  dis- 
agreeable position.  They  had  their 
fkmilies  to  support  and  their  engage- 
ments to  meet;  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cavan  went  rather  against  their 
getting  any  rent.  Consequently,  they 
were  in  a  difficult  position ;  but  it  was 
really  putting  them  in  no  better  posi- 
tion to  send  out  those  armed  policemen, 
and  to  create  such  an  excitement  in  the 
ooantry  that  the  rent  which  they  would 
have  got  if  the  people  had  been  left  to 
themselves  they  would  not  now  get  at  all. 
That  was  really  the  effect  of  the  action 
of  the  GK>vemment.  They  had  prevented 
the  landlords  from  getting  any  rent  at 
all.  He  hoped  the  Government  would 
seriously  consider  that  question  of  the 
employment  of  the  police,  because  their 
present  policy  in  Ireland  did  as  much 
narm  as  good.  In  some  parts  of  the 
country  the  police  were  not  wanted  at 
all,  and  they  were  idling  about ;  whilst 
in  other  parts,  where  they  might  be  use- 
fully employed,  they  were  so  used  as  to 
create  a  great  deal  of  prejudice  and  evil. 

The  O^DONOGHUE  said,  although 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Force  did  commit  grave  in- 
discretions, he  had  always  had  faith  in 
the  patriotism  of  the  groat  body  of  the 
Constabulary.  lie  firmly  believed  they 
regarded  with  abhorrence  the  duty  they 
were  called  upon  to  discharge  in  the 
West  of  Ireland.  He  had  read  the 
speeches  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  (Mr.  Shaw)  referred  as  con- 
taining BO  much  nonsense,  and  ho  must 
say  he  was  totallv  unable  to  discover 
any  nonsense  at  all ;  and  although  that 
statement  of  his  hon.  Friend  might 
create  laughter  in  the  House,  he  ven- 
tured to  say  it  would  be  regarded  with 
deep  displeasure  by  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. It  was  impossible  for  those  who 
held  certain  opinions  on  the  Land  Ques- 
tion to  vote  for  the  remuneration  of  tlio 
police  for  such  services ;  they  were  simply 
employed  to  drive  people  from  tlicir 
homes  for  the  non-payment  of  rent 
which  they  were  totally  unable  to  pay. 
He  hoped  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Dungarvan  would  go  to  a  division. 

Mr.  O'DONNELL  said,  ho  should  cer- 
tain! v  go  to  a  division.  He  had  been  do- 
lugod  with  letters  of  complaint  from  mem- 


bers of  the  Constabulary  as  to  the  scandal- 
ous uses  to  which  their  Force  had  been 
put.  They  were  brothers  and  sons  of  small 
tenant  farmers,  but  they  had  to  do  what 
they  were  ordered,  and  they  felt  it 
bitterly  when  they  were  employed  to 
escort  process  servers,  and  to  turn  out 
starving  families  into  the  roadside ;  and 
still  more  bitterly  when  they  had  to  act 
as  informers,  and  direct  the  process 
servers  to  the  houses  of  their  victims. 

Mr.  p.  MAETIN  quite  agreed  with 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  County 
Cork  (Mr.  Shaw)  that,  as  many  of  these 
charges  had  been  stated  on  the  authority 
of  newspaper  correspondents,  an  inquiry 
would  be  advisable.  He  must  say,  from 
what  he  had  heard  and  read  in  some  of 
the  Irish  papers,  his  own  impression  was 
that  these  charges  could  not  be  substan- 
tiated. But  it  appeared  they  had  been 
made ;  and  he  thought  it  was  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  members  of  the  Irish  Con- 
stabulary, and  of  the  public  in  Ireland, 
these  statements  should  be  subjected  to  a 
searching  inquiry  and  public  investiga- 
tion. He  believed,  as  he  had  stated  at 
these  public  meetings,  that  when  em- 
ployed in  aiding  the  service  of  ejectment 
processes  the  members  of  the  Constabu- 
lary had  individually  acted  with  great 
moderation  and  forbearance.  He  felt 
bound  to  say  that  he  considered  it  op- 
posed to  the  best  interests  of  peace,  law, 
and  order,  that  the  Constabulary  had 
been  employed  on  duties  of  this  charac- 
ter. He  thought  the  Government  stood 
condemned  by  their  own  showing.  They 
had  drafted  from  other  parts  of  Ireland 
to  the  West  large  bodies  of  these  police ; 
and  these  police  had  been  marching  and 
counter-marching,  parading  backward 
and  forward  in  military  array,  merely 
to  aid  in  trying  to  affix  some  processes. 
He  considered  that  the  use  to  which  the 
Constabulary  had  been  put  was  both  un- 
becoming and  lamentable.  An  impres- 
sion was  produced  that  the  Government 
unduly  favoured  the  landlord  class.  In 
case  of  difficulty  in  effecting  service,  the 
law  provided  that  it  could  be  substituted — 
at  some  additional  expense,  it  was  true. 
But,  from  the  accounts,  it  appeared  that 
in  the  case  of  small  tenants,  wretched 
men  who  were  paying  £2,  £3,  and  £4 
a-yoar,  all  this  parade  and  military  dis- 
play had  been  made  use  of  to  facilitate 
service.  The  only  advantage  that  was 
obtained  by  this  mode  of  procedure  was, 
that   a    decree  could  be  procured  six 
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months  earlier.  He  need  not  remind 
the  Committee  that  on  application  being 
made  to  a  Judf^e  of  a  County  Court  ser- 
vice could  have  been  substituted,  and 
the  same  result  could  be  obtained  by 
more  regular  and  proper  moans.  It 
should  be  remorabered,  also,  that  serious 
injustice  was  done  by  the  Qovernment  to 
those  parts  of  Ireland  from  which  these 
police  had  been  drafted.  They  had  not 
only  been  deprived  of  their  regular 
police,  but  had  had  to  pay  very  heavy 
taxes  to  defray  the  charges  consequent 
upon  the  appointment  by  the  authorities 
at  Dublin  Castlo  of  an  extra  Force. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  .- — Ayes  30  ; 
Noes  172:  Majority  142.— (Div.  List, 
No.  34.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  BTGGAE  begged  to  movo  that 
the  next  item, E,  Travelling  Expenses,  be 
omitted.  He  would  not  go  over  the  samo 
ground  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  al- 
ready done  on  the  last  item  ;  but  it  ap- 
peared clear  to  him  that  if  the  land- 
lords wished  for  special  bailiffs,  in  order 
to  execute  the  decrees  of  the  Court,  they 
ought  to  pay  their  travelling  expenses. 
If  the  police  had  boon  called  on,  on  bo- 
half  of  landlords,  to  perform  extra  duty, 
the  cost  of  such  extravagance  on  their 
part  should  be  defrayed  by  them. 

Tee  O'DONOGHUE  said,  bethought 
his  hon.  Friend  was  ^juite  right  in  asking 
that  that  item  bo  rejected.  Ho  be^ed 
to  second  hie  Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"Thnttho  Item  of  £3,750.  for  Trevtlling  Ei- 
pcnsca,  lie  omitted  from  tho  proposoil  ^'olo," — 
{3£r.  Biggai:) 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  quite  agreed  with 
the  remark  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Troloo  (tho  O'DoQoghuo).  Tlio  sum 
under  consideration  formed  pnrt  of  a 
very  objectionable  amount,  and  he  should 
like  to  see  it  rejected.  There  were  some 
vary  ludicrous  incidents  in  the  recent 
agitation  with  which  that  expenditure 
was  concerned.  As  soon  as  it  was  known 
that  a  meeting  was  to  be  held  about  the 
tenant  right,  a  force  of  about  100  con- 
Btabloa  was  sent  in  search  of  tho  meeting. 
At  first,  thoy  soon  came  upon  tho  meet- 
ing ;  but,  nftor  a  while,  a  fictitious  meet- 
ing was  arranged  to  be  held  at  the  same 
time  as  the  real  one,  and  the  Oonstabu- 
loty  almost  invariably  went  to  the  wrong 
J6-.  P.  Martin 


place.  That  was  the  way  in  whitli  dt 
money  had  been  spent  which  they  vm 
now  asked  to  vote.  These  muchiafi 
and  counter-marchings  were,  theRfon, 
of  little  service ;  and  a  good  deal  of  tka 
was  a  practical  joke  played  on  HerVi- 
jesty's  Government  by  the  Irish  pnpk 
For  these  reasons  he  felt  bound  to  opjKM 
the  item  being  allowed  to  stand  in  b 
Estimates.  He  thought  it  was  to  ki 
regretted  that  Irish  blunders  of  thia  kill 
could  not  be  made  to  come  directiyotf 
of  the  pockets  of  Her  Mt^'esty's  MiniitHL 
Nothing  woold  lead  to  good  gOTenuuM 
in  Ireland quiokerthao  peraooal  renv- 
sibility  attaiching  to  Mmietera  for  tui 
blunders.  Another  reason  why  lb 
Amendment  should  be  pressed  to  a  dii> 
eion  was  that  it  would  afifotd  the  libanl 
Party  another  opportaoity  of  evinriui 
laudable  interest  m  the  discontent  wbah 
was  rife  not  many  hundreda  of  mila 
from  where  they  were  then  iiiwemhliJ 
But  he  was  aware  that  the  whole  of  tkir 
aS'ectionB  were  centred  in  Bulgaria,  ul 
not  at  home ;  and,  therefore,  Xavy  mi^ 
he  believed,  put  up  with  seeing  th^ 
again  enter  the  Ministerial  Ijobby. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided:  —  AjM  T| 
Noes  183:  Majority  176. — (Dir.  IJt, 
No.  33.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agrmiU. 

(20.)  £62,  National  Portnut  ObUmt. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  he  obMrn4 
that  crodit  waa  given  in  titis  Vote  toi 
very  remarkable  saTing — namely,  tti 
sum  retained  during  the  interral  bt- 
twcen  the  death  of  the  Mossenger  ni 
the  appointment  of  his  siioc""  ^' 
thougut  that  the  economical 
of  the  Government  would  be* 
shown  in  some  more  important  dcMi^ 
mont  than  in  the  striking*  ont  of  Act 
pitiful  sum.  Tho  office  must  have  b«a 
performed  by  somebody  daring  the  b- 
torval  between  the  death  of  the  Uii- 
senger  and  tho  appointment  of  his  H^ 
cessor,  or  elso  it  must  hare  been  entiitij 
superflnoas. 

Vote  agr»*d  to. 

(21.)  £203,  London  ITniTenity. 

Class  IV. — £diica.tiof,    Soizvgs,  in 

Abt. 

(22.)  Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  fn- 
poscd, 

"Tluit  n  Supplemonbuy  mm,  not  aiMiCv 
£8,800,  be  gtant«d  to  Har  U^as^,  \a  d*v 
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m  Cbma  vhioh  will  come  in  conne  o(  pay-  j  School   TeacbeTB.     There  had  been   no 


-    MHKk 
&•  Co 


^^^y^O^yf'^^.g'^iijoii'^tiAJol    oxtraTagance  whatever  in  the  working 
k  IBM,  for  the  Salane*  and  Eiponses  of       -    .,     ^-y   . .        i     t?j        ,■        i     n     _!r 


of  National  Education  i 


-  Sn  QEOEGE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 

ahoold  like  to  know  whether  they  were 

W  beeommitted  to  the  payment  of  the 

,;  jmnmM  in  regard  to  the  aalariea  of  the 

'-  VmtianMl  Teachers  tcom  the   Imperial 

f  which  had  been  foreshadowed 
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.  EBBINGTON  said,  he  should 
Wtm  to  ask  whether  information  could 
be  gWen  as  to  the  retiring  gratuities  of 
*"  '  IB,  and  as  to  the  meaning  of  the 
"  Some  largo  gratuities  have  been 
T  for  which  the  original  pro- 
wran  was  inadequate."  As  the  item 
■MBTpd  to  be  of  a  very  questionable 
auzaoter,  he  would  be  glad  to  know 
Msdar  what  circumstances  these  unes- 
p«rted  gratuities  had  been  authorized  ? 
Vs.  J.  LOWTHEB  said,  in  answer  to 
ft*  han.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy,  that  the 
ot  aalaries  to  the  National 
)  due  to  the  arrangements 


fts  OEOB&E  OAMPSELL  said,  that 
1m  intended  to  move  the  reduction  of 
'  Oil  Yote  b;  the  sum  of  £3,000,  on  the 
'■  cnmsd  that  it  represented  a  change  of 
ins  Ooremment  policy  in  regard  to  the 
:  Mluiea  of  National  Teachers  which  had 
.  not  been  sanctioned  last  year.  At  that 
ttme  it  was  only  foreshadowed;  but  it 
was  now  introduced  in  the  guise  of  a 
mall  addition  to  the  Estimates.  He 
had  no  desii«  whatever  to  reduce  the 
■■lariea  of  Teachers,  but  only  wanted  to 
KtM  the  qneatios  whether  the  charge 
^*m^H  be  a  local  one,  or  be  borne  by  the 
Imperial  Exchequer.  It  was  unreaeon- 
abb  that  the  Committee  should  be  asked 
to  HOotion  so  imjportant  a  change  which 
kad  not  been  brought  forward  in  a 
•Inugbtforward  manner.  Under  those 
cnenoutaiieee,  he  moved  the  reduction 
of  the  Tote  by  the  sum  of  £3,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  ■  SopplemeDlArr  nun,  not  excoedin^ 
<C,800,  bo  BTuted  to  Her  Maji^sty.  to  dtfray 
the  Char^  which  will  como  in  course  of  pay- 
Bont  doTuiK  the  jmt  ending  on  tho  31rtday  of 
Hvch  1S80,  for  the  HalaHeB  and  Ripcnsca  of 
tbe  CommiHionen  of  National  Educnti^n  in  ' 
Ireland. "—(Sir  Oeorgi  CampMl.)  ' 

Hb.  SHAW  said,  he 


the  National  Educational  Board, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  had  operated  in 
tho  most  satisfactory  manner.  There 
were,  however,  a  few  things  which  it 
was  thought  ought  to  be  amended,  and 
be  would  point  out  that  the  training  of 
Teachers  in  Ireland  was  very  inadequate, 
thero  being  only  one  Institution  in 
Dublin  for  that  purpose.  In  England 
all  denominations  were  enabled  by  Go- 
vernment to  train  their  own  Teachers; 
but  this  was  not  tho  case  in  Ireland, 
where  it  would  be  seen  the  training  of 
Teachers  was  very  badly  provided  for. 
He  trusted  the  Qovemment  would  at- 
tend to  this  question.  Another  point 
which  he  desired  to  bring  before  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  was  the 
quostion  of  Agricultural  Education.  The 
Qovernment  had  adopted  the  policy  of 
reducing  the  number  of  the  agricul- 
tural sdiools  to  such  an  extent  as  he 
believed  would  almost  entirely  extin- 
guish them.  About  15  months  ago  two 
gentlemen  met  iu  the  County  of  Cork 
and  agreed  to  subscribe  a  sum  of  money 
for  an  agricultural  school  if  the  Oo- 
verament  would  give  them  some  addi- 
tional aid.  But  they  had  never  been 
able  to  got  the  Government  to  see  the 
ueo  or  noed  of  this  proposal.  The  school, 
consequently,  remained  in  a  dead-and- 
ahve  state.  He  complained  that  the 
Government  would  not  take  in  hand 
those  measures  which  the  people  in 
Ireland  thought  they  ought  to  attend 
to.  There  was  no  doubt  that  in  a 
countiT  like  Ireland  it  woa  perfectly 
absurd  that  there  should  be  no  means 
of  giving  the  people  any  education  in 
the  great  business  of  agriculture,  in 
which  they  were  princip^ly  engaged. 
The  Government  would  not  lay  hold  of 
this  important  question  and  give  any 
distinct  answer  concerning  it. 

MACARTNEY  said,  there  were 
formerly  in  Ireland  several  model  farms, 
itablished  for  the  purpose  of  ^ving 
practical  instruction  to  agricultunste  in 
tho  boat  mode  of  farming;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, tlioy  had  been  managed  in  such 
a  way  as  to  bring  them  into  disrepute, 
case  there   was    an   oxpouBive 
building,  provided  with  accommodation 
for  40  pupils,  who,  instead  of  being  in- 
luld  not  agree    t>tructed  iu  agriculture,  anJ  being  made 


with  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  cutting  down    themselves    to   work   tho    farms,    wero 
the  aelarioB  to  b«  given  to  the  National .  taught  geography,  mathematics,   men- 
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suration,  and  other  subjects  of  a  like 
character,  and  the  Institution  had  been 
made  a  stepping-stone  for  other  purposes 
than  those  for  which  it  was  originallj  de- 
signed. It  seemed  to  him  that  schools 
might  be  established  in  various  parts  of 
Ireland,  in  which  farming  alone  might 
be  taught,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
instructing  persons  in  the  higher  branches 
of  education. 

Mr.  D.  TAYLOE  said,  he  acknow- 
ledged the  great  value  of  model  schools 
for  the  purposes  of  education  in  Ireland. 
In  fact,  he  thought  that  anyone  tho- 
roughly acquainted  with  that  system 
could  not  but  boar  tho  highest  testimony 
to  their  efElciency.  From  what  he  knew 
of  them,  he  beHeved  tho  Teachers  had 
been  altogether  badly  remunerated  for 
the  attention  thev  had  given  to  their 
duties.  They  had  not  only  discharged 
their  ordinary  duties  as  Model  School 
Teachers ;  but  he  knew  that  a  number  of 
them  had  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in 
teaching  science  and  other  subjects.  The 
remuneration  which  they  received  was, 
in  his  opinion,  far  below  the  amount 
which  their  talents  entitled  them  to. 
The  model  school  connected  with  the 
district  which  he  represented  had  been 
the  means  of  giving  a  number  of  Teachers 
to  tho  district.  He  believed  that  their 
salaries  should  not  only  not  be  decreased, 
but  that  they  were  entitled  to  any  ad- 
ditional sum  which  the  Government 
might  think  it  right  to  allow.  He  hoped 
the  hon.  Member  for  Elirkcaldy  would 
not  object  to  the  Vote. 

Mb.  EERINGTON  said,  he  wished  to 
know  whether  the  increase  of  retiring 
pensions  indicated  that  the  Government 
were  going  to  inaugurate  a  new  de- 
parture in  this  respect  ?  If  that  were  so, 
it  was  clear  that  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  things  these  retiring  gratuities  should 
not  appear  in  tho  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  that  the  in- 
crease  in  the  amount  of  retiring  pensions 
was  due  to  ordinary  causes,  and  was  not 
connected  with  any  intention  to  inaugu- 
rate any  now  departure. 

Sib  GEOKGE  CAMPBELL  said,  there 
was  no  diifcreuco  of  opinion  ns  to  tho 
desirability  of  increasing  tho  salaries  of 
tho  Teachers  in  tho  National  Schools ;  but 
tho  question  which  had  to  bo  dccido<l 
was,  whether  that  charge  should  be  taken 
from  tho  taxpayers  of  England  and 
Scotland,  or  whether  it  should  bo,  as 

Mr,  Macartney 


he  believed  it  should  be,  a  local  charge 
on  Ireland.  His  impression  wti  thk 
the  right  hon.  Gentfexnan  the  (3ii«f 
Secretfuy  for  Ireland  had  only  u- 
noimced,  incidentally^  in  a  speech  npoo 
another  subject,  that  he  was  going  to 
make  a  proposal  of  this  Idnd.  Wkit 
had  been  the  policy  of  the  House  and  cf 
the  country  on  this  point  ?  Parfiamai 
had  consented,  up  to  a  certain  point,  to 
provide  schools  in  Ireland  in  aoifferait 
manner  to  that  in  which  they  were  pio» 
vided  in  England ;  but  it  was  alio  de^ 
cided  that  after  that  point  any  additku 
required  must  come  from  local  soumi. 
An  Act  had  been  passed  by  which  the 
Guardians  in  Ireland  were  authoiiaad  to 
supplement  the  salaries  of  teachen  to 
the  required  extent ;  but  they  hid  aot 
done  so.  If  they  were  not  to  becoo- 
pelled,  then  the  Mouse  had  seen  theLsik 
Church  Fund  lately  deToted  to  this,  tbtt» 
and  the  other  object ;  and  it  seemed  iB 
him  that  one  of  the  most  proper  puzposai 
to  which  that  ftmd  oould  i>e  appUea  vai 
to  supplement  the  salaries  of  the  Naticaal 
School  Teachers.  He  protested  agsiait 
an  important  change  or  policy  being  is- 
troduced  through  the  medium  of  tiie 
Supplementary  Estimates,  andtheehazge 
being  thrown  on  the  country. 

Mr.  BAMSAY  said,  that  the  sum  of 
£1,200  in  this  Vote  was  said  to  be  w- 
ments  entirely  required  for  copyists.  He 
should  like  some  explanation  of  iriut 
kind  of  officials  these  copyists  weie  ? 

Mb.  O'SHAUGHNESST  said,  tkst 
the  training  now  given  to  the  Toadii 
did  not  accord  with  the  views  of  the  gnel 
majority  of  the  Irish  people.  The  reeok 
was  that,  so  long  as  the  present  sjstaB 
was  persiBted  in,  trained  Teachers  wosld 
not  be  employed  in  the  great  balk  of 
the  schools  of  Ireland.  If  a  proper  sji- 
tem  of  trainiuR  sdhools  were  estaUished, 
and  the  Teachers  were  trained  ia  le- 
cordance  with  the  views  of  the  people^  it 
would  be  possible  to  obtain  an  approsck 
to  universal  elementary  education  in  Ir^ 
land.  

Mb.  MACAETNEY  said,  that  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  gratuitiee 
to  be  given  to  the  Teachers  were  filed 
upon  the  same  scale  as  those  estimsfted 
for  last  year,  by  which  the  affe  of  65 
years  was  proposed  for  men,  imd  that  of 
GO  for  women.  He  knew  that  a  greet 
dual  of  disaffection  prevailed  with  regard 
to  that  scale,  and  he  should  like  to  Imov 
if  it  had  boon  abolished  ? 
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Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  that  the 
question  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Ldmerick  was  a  very  large  one,  and  could 
Bot  conyeniently  be  discussed  on  a  Sup- 
plementary Estimate.  There  was  a  very 
lArge  amount  of  official  Corrrespondence 
in  consequence  of  the  work  caused  by 
the  National  School  Teachers,  and  the 
copyists  were  required  in  the  Office  of 
National  Education  in  Ireland.  With 
regard  to  the  scale  for  retiring  allow- 
ances, it  was  considered  last  year,  and 
he  believed  that  it  gave  general  satis- 
faction. 

Mb.  p.  MAETIN  said,  that  before  the 
Vote  was  put  he  should  like  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
taiy  for  some  information  with  regard 
to  these  schools.  Very  grave  dissatis- 
faction existed  with  regard  to  those  model 
schools.  Undoubtedly,  those  model  schools 
were  attended  by  a  class  of  persons  who 
ought  not  to  have  their  education  paid 
for  by  the  State.  That  was  the  grievance 
complained  of  with  regard  to  these 
schools.  He  was  sure  that  now  atten- 
tion had  been  drawn  to  the  matter  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tarv  would  look  into  it.  He  should  like 
to  have  some  intimation  of  the  intentions 
of  the  Government  on  the  subject. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  that  the 
hon.  Member  was  quite  correct  in  stating 
that  his  attention  had  been  called  to 
this  matter.  He  looked  into  it  when  ho 
was  last  in  Ireland ;  but  he  trusted  the 
hon.  Member  would  excuse  him  from 
entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  matter 
at  that  period.  The  question  was  raised 
in  a  very  infinitesimal  manner  upon  the 
Supplementary  Estimates. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(23.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  czcooding  £810,  bo  g^nintcd 
to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Chnrgo  which  will 
come  in  conno  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slut  any  of  March  1880,  for  the 
Balariefl  and  Expenses  of  the  Nutional  School 
Teachers*  Superannuation  Oflico,  Dublin. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  said,  that 
this  Vote  appeared  for  the  first  time  in 
the  present  Estimates,  and  was  practi- 
cally a  Vote  for  a  now  Dopartmont. 
Borne  time  ago  it  was  desired  to  grant 
pensions  to  Teachers ;  and,  accordingly, 
an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  to  carry 
that  purpose  into  effect.   But,  instead  of 


allowing  the  work  to  be  done  in  the 
Education  Office  in  Dublin,  the  Govern- 
ment had  thought  it  necessary  to  create 
a  new  Office.  He  should  like  to  know 
what  was  the  necessity  for  the  creation 
of  this  Office  ?  Already  the  sum  of  £810 
was  required  for  it ;  and,  according  to  the 
salaries  paid,  it  would  obviously  amount 
in  a  few  years  to  £1,000  a-year.  It  was 
certain  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
the  annual  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  the 
Office  would  be  raised,  and  then  the  ex- 
penses of  distributing  these  pensions 
would  amount  to  £1,000  a-year.  He 
could  not  see  why  it  was  not  possible  to 
conduct  the  administrations  of  these  pen- 
sions by  means  of  the  staff  of  officials 
which  already  existed.  When  the  work 
of  estimating  the  pensions  in  the  first 
instance  had  been  gone  through,  then 
it  seemed  to  him  that  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  return  the  work  to  the  ordinary 
staff  of  the  Education  Office.  The  first 
person  mentioned  in  the  Votes  was  the 
Superintendent  in  Dublin,  who,  it  was 
stated,  also  received  a  salary  from  the 
Army  Votes  as  a  principal  clerk  and 
actuary  in  the  War  Office.  The  next 
three  persons  had  special  allowances.  It 
seemed  that  the  nrst  clerk  was  paid 
£190,  including  a  special  allowance 
of  £100  a-year.  The  second  clerk  at 
present  got  £118,  including  a  special 
allowance  of  £60  a-year.  The  maximum 
salary  for  the  second  clerk  was  £300  per 
annum ;  and  each  of  the  lower  division 
clerks  would  receive  a  maximum  salary 
of  £250.  Therefore,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years,  the  expenses  of  the  Office 
would  reach  £1,000.  He  should  like  to 
be  informed  whether  this  Office  was  in- 
tended to  be  permanent  in  its  character 
or  not  ? 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  that  an  Act 
was  passed  last  Session  by  which  a 
large  amount  of  additional  work  was 
caused.  It  had  been  found  impossible 
to  get  that  work  done  by  the  ordinary 
staff  of  the  Education  Office.  In  the  first 
place,  the  work  required  the  personal 
attention  of  an  experienced  actuary,  and 
tlie  Government  had  found  a  gentleman 
of  the  requisite  experience  in  the  War 
Office  to  perform  the  duties.  He  might 
say  that  the  greatest  economy  had  been 
observed  in  what  had  been  done. 

Sir  GEOKGE  CAMrBELL  said,  that 
tliis  Vote  was  another  instance  of  the 
financially  immoral  process  of  trying  to 
pass  under  these  Votes  entirely  new 


383 


Supply — Civil 


IGOMMONS)        80nfic0,  ^-e.  £ttimaiei.      SM 


tablishments  and  charges  which  came 
before  the  House  at  a  late  hour  and 
towards  the  end  of  the  financial  year. 

Mk.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  said,  that 
his  question  had  not  been  answered  as 
to  whether  this  establishment  was  to  be 
permanent  or  temporary  ?  No  doubt,  in 
the  first  instance,  it  might  be  necessary 
to  have  a  temporary  staff ;  but  he  could 
not  see  why  a  permanent  one  would  be 
requisite. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHEE  said,  that  so  far 
as  it  was  at  present  determined  the  es- 
tablishment would  be  temporary  as  re- 
garded some  of  its  features,  but  the  mat- 
ter was  not  finally  decided  upon ;  but 
some  addition  to  the  staff  of  the  Na- 
tional Education  Commissioners  would 
have  been  required  to  enable  the  duties 
to  be  discharged  if  they  had  been  at- 
tached to  that  Department.  The  items 
in  the  Votes  at  present  were  temporary. 

Mb.  COUETNEY  said,  that  last  year 
they  passed  a  Bill  by  which  £1,300,000 
was  voted  out  of  the  Irish  Church  Sur- 
plus Fund  for  the  purpose  of  working 
this  pension  scheme.  Now  the  House 
had  started  upon  it  an  additional  charge 
for  managing  those  pensions.  He  con- 
sidered that  the  £1,300,000  was  granted 
for  the  purpose  of  managing  the  whole 
business ;  and  he  was  surprised  that  a 
further  sum  should  now  be  asked  by 
means  of  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
for  the  management  of  the  scheme. 

Mb.  CALLAN  said,  that  if  the  hon. 
Member  for  Liskeard  would  read  the 
Act  of  Parliament,  he  would  find  that 
the  money  voted  was  not  allocated  for 
the  expenses  of  the  Education  Office,  but 
for  the  pensions  only.  He  wished  to 
point  out  that  no  new  appointments  had 
been  made  in  this  mater,  but  only  that 
promotions  had  been  made  in  the  Edu- 
cation Office  in  Dublin. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHEE  said,  that  it  was 
distinctly  stated  last  year  that  the  money 
so  taken  from  the  Irish  Church  Surplus 
was  to  go  to  defray  the  charge  for  pen- 
sions and  not  for  management.  The 
staff  now  employed  was,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, only  temporary,  though,  no  doubt, 
some  of  the  clerks  would  have  to  be 
permanent. 

Mb.  EYIANDS  said,  that  with  re- 
spect to  the  first  clerk,  who  had  a  special 
allowance  of  £100  a-year,  he  should 
like  to  know  whether  that  gentlcninn 
held  a  temporary  appointment  ?  No 
doubt,  there  might  be  good  reason  for 

Sir  George  Campbell 


putting  an  experienced  actuaiy  in  tlu 
first  instance  to  superintend  the  grant- 
ing of  these  pensions ;  but  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  gentleman  who  th 
employed  in  the  Omce  should  recme 
special  allowances.  Why  should  these 
be  any  special  allowances  in  that  de> 
partment  r  He  agreed  with  what  had 
been  said,  that  this  work  ought  to  htTB 
been  undertaken  in  the  0£5ce  of  tlie 
National  Education  Commissioners.  It 
would  have  been  more  economicaUj 
conducted  in  that  manner,  and  it  would 
have  giyen  the  clerks  in  the  Educadcm 
Office  full  occupation  for  their  time  in- 
stead of  taking  gentlemen  already  en- 
gaged in  puDuo  business  from  their 
work.  In  ms  opinion,  this  item  was  one 
of  the  most  ODJectionably  loose  Eeti- 
mates  which  had  ever  been  laid  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SHAW  said,  that  he  did  not  see 
anything  particularly  loose  about  thii 
Estimate.  It  appeared  to  him  that  there 
were  only  two  ways  of  paying  deikft. 
They  might  be  paid  by  makmg  a  deduc- 
tion from  the  I^ension  Fund,  or  thej 
might  be  paid  out  of  the  public  rates. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  proper  ooune 
had  been  taken  in  the  present  iw*i^ww> 
by  making  their  salaries  fall  upon  tiie 
publicpurse  rather  than  upon  the  Pen- 
sion Iiind.  He  was  extremely  sonj 
that  any  objection  had  been  raised  to 
the  Vote. 

Mr.  DOBDS  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretazy  had  been 
challenged  to  say  whether  or  not  this 
was  the  establishment  of  a  new  oflke; 
but  he  had  carefiilly  refrained  from 
giying  them  any  inibzmation  on  that 
point.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
had  the  point  put  to  him  two  or  three 
times  as  to  whether  or  not  the  estabfiek- 
ment  was  to  be  a  new  office ;  but  he  had 
only  gone  so  far  as  to  state  that  an  addi- 
tional expense  might  be  thrown  upon 
the  National  Board  of  Education  in  lie- 
land.  K  that  were  the  case,  he  did  not 
think  there  would  be  yery  great  objec- 
tions; but  what  he  did  object  to  was  Uie 
establishment  of  an  entirely  new  office. 
The  Vote  was  inserted  in  the  Estimatef 
as  entirely  new  matter,  and  was  not  put 
forward  in  any  way  as  an  addition  to 
the  expenses  of  the  National  Board  <rf 
Education  in  Dublin.  The  items  showed 
that  one  clerk  roceiyed  a  salaxy  of  £118 
a-year,  which  was  to  be  inoreaacd  to 
£300,   and  four  lower  diyision  derib 
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were  now  paid  £148,  which  might  be 
increased  to  £250  each,  thus  bringing 
the  total  expense  of  the  office,  on  this 
account  alone,  to  £1,000  per  annum. 
Another  item  showed  that  the  office  was 
intended  to  bo  permanent — namely,  that 
of  159.  a-week  for  a  messenger.  If  the 
CK>Temment  felt  disposed  to  establish  a 
new  office,  let  it  be  done  by  all  means 
after  the  customary  explanation,  but  it 
should  not  be  done  in  tno  manner  that 
was  attempted  in  this  case.  His  atten- 
tion was  iJso  called  to  an  allowance  for 
cleaning  the  office,  and  that  showed 
clearly  enough  that  a  new  office  was  in- 
tended. He  hoped  that  the  Committee 
would  not  allow  the  Yote  to  pass  in  its 
present  form,  for  the  creation  of  a  per- 
fectly new  office  by  a  side-wind,  without 
any  kind  of  explanation,  seemed  to  him 
to  be  open  to  very  great  objection. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  that  the 
objections  of  hon.  Members  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  new  office  should  have 
been  taken  when  the  Bill  sanctioning 
these  pensions  passed  through  Parlia- 
ment. The  Bill  was  received  with  very 
feneral  satisfaction  on  both  sides  of  the 
[ouse,  and  under  it  £1,300,000  was 
▼oted  out  of  the  Irish  Church  Surplus 
Fund  for  these  pensions.  It  must  occur 
to  the  House  that  the  administration  of 
that  sum  of  money  would  require  the 
services  of  a  certain  amount  of  staff. 
There  was  no  power  under  the  Act  to 
charge  the  expenses  upon  the  Pension 
Fund,  and  therefore  the  Government 
had  had  no  alternative  but  to  brine  the 
expense  into  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates. As  he  had  said  before,  it  would 
no  doubt  be  necessary  to  retain  some  of 
the  clerks  permanently,  but  most  of  the 
appointments  were  temporary  only. 

Mb.  O'SHAUQHNESSY  said,  that 
it  seemed  to  him  a  matter  of  importance 
for  the  Committee  to  know  whether  the 
administration  of  the  Pension  Funds  was 
to  be  entrusted  to  a  new  office,  or  simply 
to  be  made  an  addition  to  the  work  of 
the  National  Education  Commissioners. 
He  looked  forward  to  the  day  when  they 
might  manage  their  own  atfairH  in  Ire- 
land, and  if  they  had  legacies  of  this 
kind  in  the  shape  of  new  establishments, 
they  would  find  considerable  difficulty  in 
dealing  with  them.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  constant  creation  of  offices  was 
likely  to  exercise  a  most  demoralizing 
effect  in  Ireland.  By  placing  further 
patronage  in  the  hands  of  the  Qovem- 
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ment,  it  tempted  the  people  to  seek  it. 
Although  he  was  in  Opposition,  the 
amount  of  communications  which  he  was 
continually  receiving  from  persons  de- 
sirous of  obtaining  situations  under  Go- 
vernment was  enormous.  He  should 
like  to  be  informed  whether  this  addi- 
tional expense  was  to  be  always  borne 
upon  the  Estimates  as  a  separate  Vote, 
or  whether  it  was  in  future  to  form  part 
of  the  general  expenditure  of  the  Na- 
tional Education  Board  ? 

Mr.  CALLAN  said,  that  he  happened 
to  know  something  about  the  Educational 
Office  in  Dublin.  It  was  not,  he  be- 
lieved, very  well  known  in  London,  that 
so  small  was  the  number  of  clerks  em- 
ployed in  the  Education  Department  in 
Dublin,  that  when  Betums  had  been 
asked  for,  the  staff  had  been  unable  to 
furnish  them  except  by  working  over- 
time, and  receiving  an  increase  of  pay 
in  consequence.  There  were  only  two 
or  three  rooms  in  Dublin,  which  went 
under  the  name  of  the  National  Teachers' 
Pension  Office. 

Mr.  DODDS  said,  that  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  had  stated  that  the 
office  had  been  rendered  necessary  by 
the  Act  of  Parliament  passed  last  year, 
and  that  the  sum  now  required  was  to 
be  expended  for  that  purpose.  But  he 
had  also  told  the  Committee  that  there 
was  no  power  under  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  provide  the  necessary  machinery. 
The  question  which  the  Committee  had 
to  decide  was  how  this  should  be  pro- 
vided. The  only  single  item  which  nad 
been  mentioned  as  being  of  a  temporary 
character  was  that  of  £89  for  the 
Actuary.  All  the  other  items  appeared 
to  be  connected  with  the  new  establish- 
ment which  the  Committee  were  told 
was  to  be  formed  as  a  branch  of  the 
Board  of  Education  in  Dublin,  but 
which  liad  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
Treasury  Remembrancer  in  Ireland, 
lie  had  no  hesitation  whatever,  under 
those  circumstances,  in  moving  that  the 
Vote  be  reduced  by  the  sum  of  £610, 
that  was  to  say,  by  omitting  all  the  items 
except  the  special  item  which  had  been 

Eaid  to  the  Actuary.     He,   therefore, 
egged  to  move  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 
the  sum  of  £610. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed , 

«*  Tliat  a  Bum,  not  cxceoding  £200,  bo  granted 
to  Ilcr  Majesty  to  dt-fray  the  Charge  which  will 
coino  in  coiiiuo  of  i)a}'ment  during  tho  year 
ending  on  thn  3  let  day 'of  March   IbbO,  for  tho 

C) 


887 


Supply — Civil 


(C0MM0N81 


Service,  %•€.  E9iiwmU$.      SM 


Salaries  and  Expenses  of  tho  National  School 
Teachers'  Superannuation  OflBce,  Duhlin.'* — 
{Mr,  Bodds.) 

Sir  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  said,  that 
the  House  had  most  unanimously  voted 
this  sum  last  year  for  the  pensions  of 
the  National  School  Teachers  in  Ireland. 
The  question  now  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockton  appeared  to  be  one 
of  economy  as  regarded  the  administra- 
tion of  tlie  office.  Everyone  would  ad- 
mit that  it  must  be  administered  in  some 
way;  and  no  hon.  Member  had  g^ven 
any  intimation  of  how  it  could  be  more 
economically  administered  than  under 
the  system  proposed  by  Government. 
Would  any  hon.  Gentleman  say  that  the 
staff  of  the  National  Board  in  Ireland  were 
qualified  to  settle  the  question  of  pen- 
sions ?  The  hon.  Member  for  StocKton 
had  not  made  any  proposal  by  which  he 
had  shown  that  the  existing  administra- 
tion of  the  National  Board  in  Ireland 
could  take  men  away  from  their  existing 
duties  to  perform  this  particular  function. 
Had  the  hon.  Member  done  this,  he,  for 
one,  would  not  have  opposed  the  Motion 
for  reduction ;  but,  as  he  had  failed  to 
hear  any  reason  of  that  kind,  he  should 
certainly  support  tho  Government  with 
reference  to  the  Vote. 

Mb.  DODDS  said,  that  the  hon. 
Baronet  could  not  have  heard  what  had 
taken  place,  or  he  would  have  learned 
that  the  Vote  for  the  Actuary  was  of  an 
entirely  temporary  character,  and  was 
not  to  be  continued.  Ho  seemed  to 
think  that  it  was  suggested  that  the  fund 
should  be  administered  by  the  Board  of 
Education.  This  was  not  a  question  of 
economy,  but  a  question  of  establishing 
a  totally  new  and  distinct  office,  instead 
of  adopting  one  of  two  other  courses 
open  to  the  Government — either  to  pro- 
vide funds  under  last  year's  appropria- 
tion out  of  the  Church  Surplus,  or  to  in- 
crease the  Supplementary  Estimate  in 
connection  with  the  Board  of  Education. 
He  had  adopted  the  explanation  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  so  far  as  the 
actuarial  business  was  concerned,  by 
moving  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  the 
sum  of  £610,  which  was  ordinary  ex- 
penditure, and  which  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided for  out  of  the  Church  Funds  imder 
the  Act  of  last  Session. 

Sib  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  ho  believed  that  the  Act  of  last 
year  meant  that  a  sum  should  be  set 
aside  out  of  the  Church  surplus  for  tho 


especial  purpose  of  raising  the  Baluirt 
of  the  teachers,  and  that  no  part  of  tlut 
sum  was  contemplated  for  the  ms&a^ 
ment  of  the  omoe.  The  Fund  wu 
guaranteed  by  the  National  Debt  Con- 
missioners;  and,  under  those  dicoffl- 
stances,  the  Treasoiy  were  bound  to 
account  for  any  expenditure  there  mig^ 
be  in  the  mana^ment  of  the  work  dcM 
under  that  particular  Act  of  ParlismenL 
The  National  Debt  Oommisaioners  wen 
ultimately  responsible  for  the  whok  of 
the  management  of  the  matter. 

Mb.  C.  S.  PARKEB  said,  he  fihooU 
like  to  ask  the  Secretaxy  to  the  Tresmy 
whether  he  was  prepared  to  say  that  the 
House  had  contemplated  taking  faadi 
from  any  other  sources  than  the  Iziik 
Church  Surplus  Fund  ? 

Mb.  monk  said,  he  wished  to  knov 
what  it  was  that  the  National  Debt  Com- 
missioners had  guaranteed  ?     Had  ther 
guaranteed  that  this  Fund  of  £1,300,000 
should  be  properly  expended  in  ptovid- 
ing  pensions  for  the  teachers  in  Irelsnd? 
He  had  no  doubt  that  Parliament  hai 
intended  that  the  whole  expense  cos- 
nectod  with  the  management  of  the  De- 
partment should  come  out  of  that  na 
of  £1,800,000.      He    reeollected  whit 
had  taken  place  last  year  as  well,  pro- 
bably, as  most  other  hon.  Memberst  sad 
there  had  not  been  one  word  uttered  in  Ui 
hearing  as  to  the  expense  of  mansgiag 
the  Fund  beinff  taken  out  of  the  Coa- 
solidated  Fund.     He  was  certainly  of 
opinion  that  it  was  a  reckless  expondi- 
ture  on  the  part  of  the  GhyremmsBt  fti 
establish  a  new  office  fbr  the  manifh 
ment  of  this  'Fund,  inasmuch  as  tlMM 
was  an  office  already  in  Ayi«t»nflA  \/j 
which  it  might  be  admirably  admini^ 
tered.    He  tm>ught  the  Comnuttee  wodd 
have  no  objection  to  YOte  the  neosMSiT 
funds  for  increasing    the   EduoatioBd 
system ;  but  he  objected  altogether  to 
the  establishment  of  another  office^  b^ 
cause  the   consequence  would  be  fto 
formation  of  a  new  staff  of  clerks  ni 
managers,  with  prospeotiye  olaims  ior 
compensation,  and  all  the  reckless  on* 

Senaiture  which  had  been  so  freqMl 
uring  the  last  few  years. 
Si&  HENBY  SELWIN-IBBEISaN 
said,  he  had  endeayoured  to  point  est 
that  this  office  was  neceasaiy,  bsosan 
the  National  Debt  Commiasionsn  of 
England  were  ultimately  responsible  for 
any  deficiency  which  might  oocw  in  dM 
Church  Surplus  Fund,  so  for 
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sions  of  Teachers  were  concerned,  and  National  Debt  should  from  time  to  time 

that  it  was  a  safeguard  to  them  that  it  certify  as  required.     The  National  Debt 

Bhould  be  administered  under  the  direc-  Commissioners  were,  therefore,  to  find 

tion  and  responsibility  of  the  Treasury  such  sums  not  exceeding  the   amount 

in  this  country.     What  had  really  hap-  named  as  were  necessary  for  the  pur- 

pened  was  that  a  sum  had  been  alio-  poses  of  this  Act.    He  contended  that 

oated  to  pay  the  pensions  of  teachers ;  one  of  the  purposes  of  the  Act  was  that 

and  although  it  was  not  probable  that  it    should    be  put   in   operation,    and 

the  Fond  from  which  that  amount  was  though  it  fully  justified  the  payment  out 

to  be  drawn  would  fail  to  provide  the  of  the  Fund  of  the  expense  of  putting  the 

necessary  amount,  yet  it  was  necessary,  Act  into  operation,  there  was  no  clause 

when  the  Goyemment  had  to  deal  with  which  justified  the  view  taken  by  the 

the    question    of   pensions,   that    some  hon.  Baronet.    The  10th  clause  of  the 

ffoarantee  should  be  given.     Now,  the  Act  commenced  as  follows : — 

National  Debt  Commissioners  were  the  .« ^ny  time  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  the 

guarantees  of  this  particular  Fund ;  and  Treasury,  with  the  consent  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 

at  some  administration  of  the  sum  voted  tenant,  may  make  Rules  for  the  administration 

tor  the  pensions  of  teachers  had  had  to  f  *^»  Act ;  and  aU  such  Rules  shall  be  laid  be- 

!*-»  m^m^JiA^Ji     u  -.^ix.  4-k/%»o.i«i>  ^o.»r>o«A.-.,  fore  both  Houses  of  Parliament  within  14  days 

be  provided.  It  was  thought  necessary  ^  ^^     ^^^  ^  ^^  ^-^^     ^^^^  l^  ^J,^ 

that  it  ahouJd  be  earned  out  under  the  from  the  re-assembling  of  Parliament." 

eyee  of  the  Treasury.   A  certain  number  tt       t.ji.xi-xt-       t»ii.ji 

oJ  derkB  had,  therefore,  been  appointed  He  asked  whether  tiiese  Eules  had  been 

in  addition  to  the  Actuary,  wfio  had  f'^fe,  and  if  so,  why  they  had  not  been 

been  sent  oyer  to  Ireland  to  work  this  ^^  ?P«S  *^«  ^"^^^  °{  *^®  ^°°"  \  f'^ 

particohur  branch  of  the  Education  De-  tl**  If  sh  Government  Department  done 

£j^.       i  its  duty  with  regard  to  this  Act  of  Par- 

^Me.  DODDS  (who,  on  rising,   was  jif^^"^*!  *}"»  Committee  would  have  had 

met  by  cries  of   "Divide,    di^^de!")  ^^  ^f<><^  before   them,  and  would 

Mid,  tlat  the  hon.  Member  for  Dun-  |if ^®  J»^  "^  opportumty  of  disoussinff 

dalk  (Mr.  CaUan)  might  cry  "Divide,  *^«  ^^°^^  q"^^*'^    "*/  ff^f  ^^ 

divide!"   as  long  as  he  pfoased;   but  proper  manner.    Instead  of  that,  thev 

he    should    continue    to    addres^   the  ^  A^tlif^'*'*       « an  Estimate  which 

Committee    as  long  as  it  was   neces-  f  *f,^^^«*  5S«'«;.°«^<'®  ,^"^«*'*^y*'°"*'"y 

••««»     /v«    *,«♦;!    \^^  «r«^    e,4-^^T^^A     ^^«  to  thc  Act  of  Farhament. 

S^'ChlirSTaS    ^^eTomSef  hS  ,  ^^^t^'^.^ftH'^"^''.?-^*^" 
now  heard  from  the  Secretary  to  the  because  he  felt  that  the  Committee  were 
Treasury  something  like  an  explanation  fr  ^  ^  a  humihaUng  position  by  the 
of  the  Kason  why  this  Vote  Ld  been  delayof  Public  Business  in  spendmgtwo 
•abmitted    to    its    consideration ;    al-  ^°""  **I?|;,^S^  paltry  Vote. 
thoueh  nn  to  the  time  of  the  risine  of  MONK  said,  he  wished  to  ask 
the  £01;.  Baronet,  no  such  explanation  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  whether 
h«l  been  given.    The  hon.  Basnet  had  J^°  R^fes  "^o^od  to  'n  the  Act  of  Par- 
told  the  Committee  that  the  Commis-  ^?™«'f*  ^"^  J'*""*,  framed;  and,  if  so, 
.toners  for  theEoduction  of  the  National  ^^l  ^^tK^  ^"Vl  '"'*  J"^^"          "^° 
Debt  were  the  backing  for  this  sum  of  ■^*'l    <**  t  ^«m"winj      -a  *i,  *  *u    » 
£1,300,000,  and  were%osponaiblo  for  it  M'*-  J-  ^^^^F^*  «^^'  *^f  *^  "'l 
in  case  the  Irish  Church  ¥und  was  not  f^nppents  of  the  Department  were  at 

safBdent.    He  had  been  looking  at  tlio  t**^*  *"^°  "<>*  ^'"t®  complete. 

Act  of  Parliament  whilst  the  lion.  Ba-  Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Tonet  had  been  speaking,  but  had  failed  r\  ■  •     y  r\      x-          j.       3          j  , 

to  see  anything  therein  which  justified  ^^tS»ifA  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

that  view.   "NVhat  he  had  found  was,  that  Clvss    V.— Colosial,    Consttlae,    and 

thiB  Fund  had  to  be  provided  by  the  ^.^^^  F„^^„^  Services. 
GommiBsxoners  of  Church  Temporalities 

in  Ireland,  and  that  the  Commissioners,  (24.)  £35,170,  Diplomatic  Services, 

with  the  consent  of  the  Lord  licutonaut  Mr.  II.  SAMUELSON  did  not  like  to 

and  the  Treasury,  were  to  provide  for  bo  constantly  putting  Questions  to  the 

the  purposes  of  this  Act   such   sums,  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  on  the  same 

not  exceeding  in  the  whole  £1,300,000  subject;    but  the   hou.  Baronet  would 

sterling,  as  the    Commissioners  of  the  now  have  an  opportunity  of  answering 
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his  inquiry  with  respect  to  the  item  for 
telegrams  more  fully  than  he  had  done 
on  a  former  occasion.  Ho  observed 
that  the  sum  of  £2,800  additional  was 
required  for  telegrams,  and  farther,  he 
saw  that  on  page  12,  Class  II.,  Vote  5, 
there  was  another  very  large  extra  sum 
charged  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
total  amount  spent  on  telegrams  was, 
therefore,  £17,200,  which  seemed  to  be 
a  very  large  sum,  considering  the  small 
quantity  of  information  derived  from 
that  source.  He  had  not  objected  to  the 
Vote  on  a  former  occasion,  because  he 
was  informed  that  the  charge  was  for 
telegrams  sent  out  from  this  country; 
and  as  he  thought  it  was  necessary  that 
telegrams  should  be  despatched  in  order 
to  obtain  information,  he  did  not  con- 
sider the  amount  to  be  extravagant. 
Now  it  was  found  that  the  cost  of  tele- 
grams sent  to  the  Foreign  Office 
amounted  to  no  less  than  £7,800,  and 
that  according  to  the  Supplementary 
Estimate,  the  additional  sum  of  £2,800 
was  asked  for;  and  yet  nothing  was 
more  remarkable  than  the  slight  amount 
of  information  which  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  ever 
fieemed  able  to  afford  the  House  upon 
any  subject.  He  must  say  that,  con- 
sidering the  little  information  that  they 
got  for  the  money,  he  considered  the 
item  for  telegrams  in  the  present  Esti- 
mate excessive.  He  would  like  to 
know,  now  that  the  Committee  were 
upon  this  Vote,  whether  Mr.  Blunt,  the 
Consul  General  at  Salonica  had  yet  sent 
home  the  further  Beport  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Ogle,  which  had  been  promised; 
and,  also,  whether,  if  it  had  not  been 
sent  home.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  commimicated  with  him  with  the 
view  of  obtaining  that  Heport?  Mr. 
Ogle  was  murdered  in  March,  1878,  and 
the  Government  shortly  afterwards  pro- 
mised that  a  full  inquiry  should  take 
place  whenever  it  became  practicable. 
When  the  murder  was  committed,  that 
part  of  the  country  in  which  it  occurred 
was  in  a  state  of  insurrection ;  the 
House  was  even  told,  during  the  debate 
which  took  place  in  the  month  of  May, 
1878,  that  the  country  was  in  a  state  of 
war.  Now,  there  had  been  nothing  like 
a  state  of  war  about  Yolo  for  two  years, 
and  the  country  was  not  in  any  such 
condition  as  would  prevent  an  inquiry 
being  carried  out.  The  neglect  to  hold 
this  inquiry,  therefore,  showed  that  Her 
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Majesty's  GK>veminent  were  not  as  care- 
ful in  protecting  the  lives  of  British  sal- 
jects  abroad  as  they  onght  to  be.    Bet 
it  was  not  only  the   morderers  of  Mr. 
Ogle  who  had  remained   unpuniahed; 
there  was  another  British  suDJect  wbo 
had  been  murdered    by  Turks  in  the 
island  of  Crete,  and  nothing  had  been 
done  to  bring  the  murderers  to  jostin ; 
and,  at  that  very  moment,  a  British  ex- 
official  was  in  the    hands  of  Tmtish 
brigands.      He  trusted   that  Her  lla- 
jesty's  Government  would  give  some  in- 
formation upon  the   point  in  questicn. 
When  he  brought  forward  the  subject 
on  a  former  occasion,  his  Motion  had  re- 
ceived the  full  support  of  the  House,  not 
one  singlehon.  Member,  except  theUndn 
Secretiuy  of  State  for  Foreign  AfEun, 
having  spoken  against  it.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  himself  had  said  that  he 
was  not  asking  for  anything  improper  or 
unreasonable ;  on  the  contrary,  he  stated 
''  that  the  demand  was  both  reasonsUe 
and  proper."    The  riffht  hon.  Gentle- 
man, however,  had  taKen  ezceptioa  to 
some  parts  of  the  Motion,  which  he  had 
accordingly    waived.       Knowing    that 
there  existed  a  considerable  feeling  in 
the  country  to  justify  his  inquiries  into 
this  matter,  he  desired  to  state  that  the 
only  object  he  had  in  view  in  so  £i«- 
quently  calling   the    attention   of  the 
House  to  the  subject  was  that  it  ap- 
peared to  be  quite  impossible  to  obtaii 
from  the  GK>vemment  Uie  fulfihnentof 
the   definite   promise  which  they  had 
given  in  August,  1878.      On  the  oob- 
trary,  Her  Majesiy's  Goyemment  had 
continually  put  him  off  upon  one  plea 
or  another,  while  always  asserting  m^ 
intention  to  Ailfil  their  promise.    Hi 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Goremmul 
were  willing  to  allow  it  to  be  undentood 
that  Englishmen  mieht  be  murdered  in 
different  parts  of  me  world,  and  that 
there  would  be  no  inquiry  into  the  cn^ 
cumstances  of  their  cleath  ?    There  had 
been  no  real  inquiry  into  the 
stances  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Ogle, 
no  witnesses  had  been  examined,  al- 
though there  were  witnesses  who  wm 
willing  to  give  evidence  (the  Blue  Bool; 
Turkey,  No.  24,  1878,  would  inform  hca. 
Members  of  the  perfect  oorrectneaa  af 
his  statement),  whose  whereaboutSi  aaha 
had    been    informed   by  a    ffentlemaa 
lately  returned  from  the  part  of  Thesaak 
where  the  murder  was  committed,  had 
never  been  lost  sight  of  up  to  the  |ie> 
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Bent  time.  Tho  deepest  and  greatest 
sbame  was  felt  by  the  Christians,  not 
only  of  Greece  but  of  that  part  of  Turkey 
which  had  not  been  incorporated  in  tho 
Hellenic  Kingdom,  at  the  apparent  care- 
lessness of  England  with  regard  to  this 
murder.  The  day  of  the  murder  had, 
moreover,  been  kept  as  a  sort  of  saint's 
day  by  the  people  of  Yolo  out  of  respect 
to  his  memory,  because  they  knew  that 
when  he  met  with  his  untimely  end  he 
was  discharging  his  duty,  and  was 
actuated  by  the  most  philanthropic 
motives.  Two  years  had  now  elapsed 
since  Mr.  Ogle's  murder,  and  a  year  and 
three  quarters  since  Government  pro- 
mised a  new  inquiry.  The  question  was 
one  which  should  as  miickly  as  possible 
be  attended  to  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, or  it  would  be  too  late  to  inquire 
into  the  murder  at  all.  He  had  been  in- 
formed, on  every  occasion  of  his  re- 
ferring to  it,  that  it  was  their  intention 
to  deal  with  the  case.  The  last  answer 
received  was  that  the  case  had  been 
referred  to  Mr.  Blunt,  the  Consul  General 
at  Salonica,  against  whom  he  had  not 
one  word  to  say,  although  he  was  ob- 
liged to  remark  that  when  he  put  for- 
ward a  plea  in  favour  of  delay  a  certain 
amount  of  suspicion  was  cast  upon  his 
absolute  impartiality,  when  it  was  re- 
membered that  he  was  the  very  person 
who  held  the  abortive  inquiry  which  had 
taken  place  into  the  circumstances  of 
this  murder,  and  who  had  signed  every 
deposition.  On  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Dlunt  on  another  mission,  Mr.  Fawectt 
was  appointed  to  continue  the  inquiry, 
tut  he  did  not  examine  one  single  wit- 
ness. Nevertheless,  he  had  reported  on 
tho  strength  of  the  depositions  taken,  but 
not  on  oath  before  Mr.  Blunt.  What  iliat 
Heport  was  worth  he  had  shown  last  year. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  Government  had 
taken  tlie  proper  course  in  dealing  with 
this  matter,  nor  did  he  think  it  right  that 
it  should  bo  allowed  to  rest,  because  it 
was  a  matter  which  excited  the  greatest 
possible  interest  in  the  country,  and  be- 
cause the  honour  of  this  country  was 
distinctly  involved  in  the  question. 

Mb.  BOUBKE  said,  that  he  did  not 
suppose  that  the  hon.  Member  really  in- 
tended to  dispute  the  correctness  or 
fairness  of  the  additional  amount  charged 
in  the  Vote  for  telegrams,  but  had  simply 
taken  the  opportunity  of  that  Vote  for 
inftlring  a  speech  upon  other  questions. 
ProbaSly  the  Committee  on  that  occa- 


sion would  not  wish  him  to  go  into  the 
question  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Ogle. 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  pointedly 
asked  whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  in  earnest  on  that  subject? 
As  he  understood,  that  was  tho  object 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  in  view. 
His  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  already  stated,  in 
answer  to  Questions  put  to  him,  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
do  all  they  could  to  obtain  a  proper  in- 
quiry into  the  subject  of  Mr.  Ogle's 
death.  But  to  say  that  the  Government 
wished  for  an  inquiry  was  one  thing, 
but  it  was  quite  another  to  carry  out 
that  inquiry  in  Turkey.  They  had  it 
upon  high  authority  that  it  would  be 
perfectly  impossible  for  an  impartial  in- 
quiry to  take  place  at  the  present  time. 
They  had  received  other  Reports  from 
Sir  Henry  Layard,  and  also  from  Mr. 
Blunt,  with  respect  to  the  matter.  The 
latter  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
impossible  to  hope  that  witnesses  would 
come  forward  to  tell  the  truth  at  tho 
present  time,  considering  the  state  of  the 
country.  He  (Mr.  Bourke)  fully  ad- 
mitted that  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  mako 
out  a  very  strong  case  for  an  inquiry 
when  he  originally  brought  the  subject 
forward.  At  the  same  time,  ho  could  not 
conceal  from  himself  that  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's case,  although,  no  doubt,  per- 
fectly bond  fide^  was,  after  all,  but  an  ex 
parte  statement.  That  speech  was  sent 
out  to  Turkey,  and  it  must  be  taken  for 
what  it  was  worth.  No  doubt,  it  was 
made  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  perfectly 
good  faith,  but  no  ex  parte  statement 
could  be  assumed  to  be  altogether  accu- 
rate. When  an  lion.  Member  of  that 
House  (^ame  and  said  that  he  was  pre- 
pared to  voucli  for  the  statements  ho 
made,  it  was  impossible  for  tho  Govern- 
ment to  do  otherwise  than  to  believe  in 
his  accuracy.  They  could  only  say  that 
they  would  inquire  into  the  subject.  The 
Government  had  done  its  best  to  obtain 
a  further  inquiry.  Tlicy  had,  however, 
been  told  by  their  Ambassador  that  a 
satisfactory  inquiry  at  present  would  not 
bo  obtainable.  He  did  not  think  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  could,  under  these 
circumstances,  charge  Her  Majesty's 
Government  with  having  been  guilty  of 
any  neglect  in  the  matter ;  at  all  events, 
he  did  not  think  that  that  opinion  was 
held  by  any  large  number  of  persons  in 
England. 
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Mr.  H.  SAMUELSON  said,  that 
tlio  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Aflfairs  had,  no 
doubt,  unintentionally,  somewhat  mis- 
represented his  observations.  No  doubt 
he  had  answered  him,  as  he  always  did, 
to  the  best  of  his  ability ;  but  he  must 
say  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  statement  which  could  be 
deemed  at  all  satisfactory.  They  were 
told  that  the  Government  wished  for  an 
inquiry  to  take  place  at  the  proper 
time.  Then,  said  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
**  that  it  was  one  thing  to  wish  for  an  in- 
quiry, and  another  to  obtain  it."  Now, 
he  (Mr.  H.  Samuelson)  wished  to  know 
what  steps  had  been  really  taken  to  ob- 
tain it  ?  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  said  that  the  state- 
ments he  had  made  on  the  subject  of 
Mr.  Ogle's  death  were  ex  parte  ;  but  he 
could  inform  him  that  that  statement 
was  submitted  to  Lord  Tenterden,  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
other  Members  of  the  Government  be«- 
fore  he  made  it ;  the  names  of  the  wit- 
nesses were  not  concealed  from  the 
noble  Lord  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  the  general  accuracy  of  the 
assertions  which  he  (Mr.  H.  Samuelson) 
had  made  in  bringing  the  matter  before 
the  House  had  never  been  disputed.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment was  strangely  unwiUing  to 
take  the  proper  steps  in  this  matter. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  on  a  previous  oc- 
casion, had  informed  him  that  Sir  Henry 
Layard  did  not  think  that  any  good 
would  be  effected  by  an  inquiry  at  the 
present  time ;  but  that,  in  his  opinion, 
there  was  nothing  in  the  state  of 
Thessaly  to  prevent  anyone  coming 
forward  to  give  evidence.  But  in  order 
to  fortify  himself  with  the  opinion  of  a 
witness  on  the  spot.  Sir  Henry  Layard 
wrote  to  Mr.  Blunt.  In  answer  to  that 
letter,  Mr.  Blunt  stated  that  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  desirable  to  hold  an 
inquiry,  but  he  would  himself  ask  for 
the  opinion  of  another  person  on  the 
actual  spot.  But  to  the  present  time 
the  result  of  the  inquiry  by  Mr.  Blunt 
had  not  been  communicated  to  him.  He 
really  must  press  for  the  Beport  which 
had  been  made  by  the  person  to  whom 
Mr.  Blunt  referred;  and  in  order  to 
put  himself  in  Order,  he  would  move, 
unless  he  received  proper  information, 
that    **  The    Chairman    do    now    re- 


port Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again." 

Mb.  BOURKE  said,  that  he  hid  wa 
the  slightest  idea  that  this  case  woold 
have  been  broufi^ht  before  the  Coa- 
mittee  upon  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates. It  had  been  brought  forvird 
without  the  slightest  Notice  to  him,  ni 
it  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  reiy  oniair 
to  raise  it  at  that  time.  He  had  slresdr 
stated  what  the  intentions  of  Her  Mt- 
jesty's  Government  were,  and  he  would 
give  the  hon.  Gentleman  any  fnitker 
information  if  he  ffaye  him  due  Nodea 
of  a  Question.  The  hon.  Gkntlemu 
could  put  a  Question  to  him  to-morrov, 
or  at  any  other  time  upon  the  subject; 
but  he  had  no  right  to  say  that  he  hid 
withheld  any  information. 

Mb.  H.  samuelson  said,  that  It 
had  not  accused  the  hon.  Oentleman  the 
Under  Seoretaxy  of  State  for  Foniga 
Affairs  of  any  desire  to  withhold  io- 
formation.  He  had  never  made  tlut 
statement,  although  the  hon.  Osntls- 
man  always  accused  him  of  m^A'wg  ii 
to  suit  lus  own  purposes.  He  did, 
however,  complain  that  the  hon.  G«i- 
tleman  never  had  any  information  to 
ffive.  He  miffht  say  that  this  case  had 
been  before  me  GoTemment  now  for 
two  years ;  he  had  put  three  Questiou 
with  regard  to  it  that  Session,  and  tlie 
hon.  Member  for  Dundee  (Mr.  £. 
Jenkins)  had  put  another  Qaestioa; 
but  it  was  quite  impossible  to  get  is 
answer  of  a  satisfEu^tory  character  fitn 
the  hon.  Gentleman  because  he  alvmji 
took  care  to  answer  Questions  in  « 
very  literal  a  manner.  It  was  in  otdar 
to  save  the  House  from  the  oonstist 
repetition  of  Questions  on  the  same  sob- 
ject  that  he  had  introduced  the  matter 
at  that  time.  A  number  of  Qusstiosi 
had  been  put  upon  this  subject  doriag 
the  present  Session;  and  ne  did  aot 
see,  therefore,  how  the  hon.  ftfmtlflm— 
could  complain  that  he  had  been  tskn 
by  surprise.  He  thought  that  the  Go> 
vemmentmiffht  consent  to  lay  the  Pkp«i 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  inform  him  whs- 
ther  the  Beport  which  Mr.  Blnat  had 
led  them  to  expect  had  been  repeiwwL 

The  GHANOELLOB  or  ths  EXGHB- 
QU£B  said,  that  he  quite  aoquittsd  Iks 
hon.  Member  for  Frome  of  any  wiih  is 
do  anything  unfair ;  but  he  osiisia^ 
had  placed  his  hon.  Friend  tha  Uadv 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affua 
in  a  position  in  which  it  was  not 
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Bonable  that  be  should  bo  placed.  Ho 
thought  that  the  Committee  ought  to 
know  how  the  matter  stood.  There 
was  originally  an  inquiry  made  into  the 
circumstances  of  Mr.  Ogle's  death,  and 
a  certain  Heport  was  made.  The  hon. 
CFentleman  the  Member  for  Frome,  who 
took  a  great  interest  in  the  subject, 
broi^ht  the  matter  under  the  notice  of 
the  House,  and  made  a  very  interesting 
speech,  in  which  he  said  that  he  was  in 
possession  of  a  good  deal  of  information 
which  would  show  that  the  result  of 
that  inquiry  had  not  represented  the 
real  state  of  the  case.  A  promise  was 
then  made  to  him  by  the  Government 
that  a  further  inquiiy  should  be  held 
whenever  the  state  of  the  country  was 
such  as  should  make  it  possible  to  con- 
duct an  investigation  without  causing 
any  inconvenience.  The  matter  had 
been  brought  from  time  to  time  before 
the  notice  of  the  Kopresentatives  of  this 
oountry  in  Turkey ;  but  it  had  not  been 
thought  possible,  owing  to  the  condition 
of  that  country,  to  undertake  an  inquiry. 
The  hon.  Member  had  naturally,  at  in- 
tervals, put  Questions  on  the  subject, 
and  the  answers  ^ven  to  him  had  gene- 
rally beeu  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
unsettled  state  of  Turkey,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  institute  further  inquiry.  Some 
little  time  ago  he  renevred  those  Ques- 
tions, and  was  then  told  that  very  re- 
cently communications  had  taken  place 
between  Sir  Henry  Layard  and  Consul 
Blunt.  In  answer  to  a  Question,  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  informed  that  Con- 
sul Blunt  had  wished  to  take  the  opinion 
of  another  gentlemen  before  answering 
the  Question.  He  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  was  not  able  to  say 
whether  that  answer  had  yet  been 
ffiven  ;  but,  at  all  events,  he  had  not  soon 
it.  It  seemed  to  him  that  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  could  only 
answer  the  Question  put  to  him  in  the 
general  terms  in  which  he  had  done  so. 
He  would  state  that  the  Government 
was  anxious  to  proceed  with  the  in- 
quiry, if  it  appeared  that  it  could  safely 
and  properly  be  done.  But  the  hon. 
Member  had  taken  the  opportunity  of 
the  Vote  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
sharp  attack  upon  the  Government,  and 
threatened  to  move  to  report  Progress 
unless  his  inquiries  were  satisfactorily 
answered.  His  complaint  was  that 
there  was  a  difficulty  in  getting  infor- 
mation.   The  only  information  which 


the  Government  possessed  was  that  to 
which  he  had  referred.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  given  Notice  of  the 
Question  he  was  about  to  put,  then  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  would  have 
given  him  every  information  that  was 
in  his  power. 

Mr.  H.  SAMUELSON  said,  that  he 
was  entirely  satisfied  with  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  said  upon  the  subject. 
He  had  informed  him  that  the  Report 
in  question  had  not  yet  been  received, 
and  that  when  it  was  he  would  com- 
municate it  to  him.  He  had  endeavoured 
to  get  that  promise  from  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
but  he  had  now  received  the  assurance 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  which 
he  was  unable  to  extract  from  the  Under 
Secretarv 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  said,  that  the  question  of  the 
hon.  Member  oiight  to  be  put  in  a  proper 
way  to  his  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secre- 
tary. He  could  not  promise  him  that 
the  Report  should  be  laid  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House,  but  an  answer  would  be 
given  in  the  proper  way,  when  the  com 
munication  in  question  was  received. 

Mr.  H.  SAMUELSON  asked  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  inform 
him  when  the  communication  was  re- 
ceived ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER:  Yes. 

Mr.  monk  said,  that  he  wished  to 
ask  for  an  explanation  with  regard  to 
an  item  in  the  Vote,  under  the  head  of 
Special  Rewards  and  Services  for  **  Mr. 
Harrison's  expenses  in  connection  with 
the  Financial  Inquiry  Commission  at 
Constantinople,  £2,690."  As  that  in- 
quiry took  place  at  the  desire  of  the 
Turkish  Government,  ho  thought  that 
the  Turkish  Government  oup^ht  to  bo 
responsible  for  the  expense.  He  should 
be  glad  to  know  whether  this  expense 
would  be  paid  by  this  country  or  by 
Turkey?  There  was  another  item  to 
which  he  also  wished  to  refer,  and  that 
was  "  Expenses  incurred  by  Officers 
employed  on  Special  Service  in  Turkey, 
£1,350."  First,  they  had  the  expenses 
of  the  Special  Mission  to  Turkey,  and 
then  a  vote  was  proposed  for  Special 
Service  in  Turkey.  The  latter  Vote 
seemed  to  be  for  some  anonymous  em- 
ployment, which,  perhaps,  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  could  explain. 
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Mr.  D.  DAVIES  said,  that  £1,000 
had  been  expeuded  on  account  of  the 
Alexandria  Harbour  Duos  Commission. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  that  sum 
had  been  paid  in  the  interests  of  the 
harbour  authorities,  or  in  the  interests 
of  the  public  ?  Was  the  Khedive  going 
to  repay  that  money  to  the  country  ? 

An  hon.  Member  said,  that  he  should 
like  to  hear  some  explanation  with 
reference  to  the  additional  sum  for  the 
Boundary  Commissions  under  the  Treaty 
of  Berlin.  The  amount  now  charged, 
£1,800,  was  about  five  times  the  sum  of 
the  original  Estimate,  and  he  should 
like  to  know  whether  the  cause  for  this 
expense  had  arisen  recently  ? 

Mr.  BOUEKE  said,  that  first,  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Gloucester  (Mr.  Monk) 
as  to  the  expenses  connected  with 
the  Financial  Inquiry  Commission  at 
Constantinople  two  years  ago,  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  know,  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble, the  exact  financial  condition  of  the 
Turkish  Empire.  There  was  no  necessity 
for  him  to  enlarge  upon  the  importance 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  a 
political  point  of  view,  of  exact  informa- 
tion on  that  point.  It  was  thought 
most  desirable  that  an  English  officer 
should  be  sent  out  to  ascertain,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  what  was  the  position 
of  the  Turkish  Empire.  Under  those 
circumstances.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment decided  to  employ  Mr.  Harrison, 
who  was  then  at  home  on  leave  from 
India,  he  being  a  gentleman  who  was 
thought  to  be  well  suited  for  the  busi- 
ness. When  Mr.  Harrison  got  to  Turkey 
it  was  found,  owing  to  representations 
made,  that  it  would  be  best  to  appoint  a 
Begular  Commission,  and  Mr.  Harrison 
was  made  a  member  of  it.  He  had 
since  made  a  Eeport  that  went  most  fully 
into  the  question.  That  was  the  whole 
history  of  the  case.  So  far  as  he  was 
aware,  everything  that  had  been  done 
in  that  matter,  had  been  to  the  full 
satisfaction  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, so  far  as  Mr.  Harrison  was  con- 
cerned. Another  Question  had  been 
asked  with  respect  to  the  expenses  of  the 
officers  employed  on  special  service  in 
Turkey.  It  was  thought  most  desirable 
to  employ  officers  particularly  well  suited 
for  the  special  service  in  which  they 
were  to  be  engaged.  Some  of  the  officers 
were  charged  with  missions  in  the  neigh- 


bourhood of  the  insurgents,  andothffi 
were  stationed  on  the  frontiers  of  TnrkeT 

■ 

and  Greece.  The  remuneration  of  di^ 
officers  employed,  was  not  settled  until 
some  time  afterwards.  General  Cheii:* 
side,  who  was  employed  near  Smvr&&. 
had  made  a  Report,  which  had  appeared 
in  the  form  of  a  Blue  Book.  ColonelSjng^ 
was  also  engaged  on  a  similar  missioii  wiih 
regard  to  the  insurgents.  With  respect  to 
the  Question  asked  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cardi^n(Mr.  D.  Davies)  as  to  tlu 
Alexandria  Harbour  Dues  CommisEioc 
the  matter  arose  in  this  way.  For  some 
years  past  largo  works  had  been  going 
on  at  the  Alexandria  Harbour,  uid  & 
large  harbour  and  wharfage  had  been 
constructed.  Some  little  time  ago  the 
Egyptian  Government  proposed  to  pnt  & 
scale  of  dues  upon  all  ships  usiiig  the 
harbour,  and  also  to  charge  certain  rates 
for  wharfage,  and  when  that  scale  be- 
came known,  the  gpreatest  dissatisfaction 
was  produced.  After  Taiious  negotia- 
tions, it  was  thoaght  desirable  that  thii 
country  should  join  in  a  Commisaion 
which  was  appointed  on  the  subject,  and 
that  Commission  had  now  prepai^Bd  a 
Report.  The  (Government  of  FianoE> 
also  joined  in  the  matter,  and  in  all 
probability  the  labours  of  the  CommissioD 
would  result  in  a  satisfactory  condaaion. 
As  for  the  Boundary  Commissions  under 
the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  those  Yarious  Com- 
missions  were  appointed  to  ascertain  the 
boundaries  of  the  different  States.  Those 
Commissions  were  five — namely,  Bul- 
garia, Servia,  Boumelia,  Montenegio, 
and  the  Asiatic  Commission.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  unwillingness  of  Mon- 
tenegro, the  labours  of  that  Commiaaion 
had  not  yet  come  to  a  conclusion ;  nor 
had  the  labours  of  the  Asiatic  Commia- 
sion  yet  concluded. 

Vote  agreed  to. 


(25.)  £2,000,  Consular 

Sib  H.  DRUMMOND  WOLFF 
that  he  wished  to  impress  upon  the  Go- 
vernment the  necessity  of  providing 
better  salaries  for  the  Consular  officeia 
in  Bulgaria.  He  was  assured  that  the 
salary  given  to  the  Consul  General  st 
Phillipopolis  was  utterly  inadequate  to 
the  services  which  he  had  to  peiferm. 
The  Consul  was  a  man  of  remarkable 
ability,  and  he  trusted  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  not  find 
it  necessary  to  exercise  any  great  cantion 
in  giving  him  a  fair  and  proper  remn- 
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neration.  There  existed  a  great  scarcity 
and  deamess  of  provisions  in  his  district, 
where  there  was  very  little  food  to  be 
obtained  besides  geese.  He  hoped  the 
Ohancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not 
ffrumble  at  giving  him  an  addition  to 
his  salary  of  £100  or  £200. 

Mb.  BYLANDS  said,  it  would  be 
better  to  consider  the  matter  when  they 
oame  to  the  Estimate  for  the  whole 
Consular  Service,  when  they  would  be 
able  to  compare  the  salary  of  the  Consul 
referred  to  with  the  various  salaries 
given  to  officers  in  situations  of  a  like 
character.  He  had  observed  that  Con- 
suls always  had  friends  amongst  Mem- 
Vers  of  Parliament,  who  were  ready  at 
all  times  to  point  out  that  their  remune- 
ration was  insufficient.  He  desired  some 
information  upon  another  point  which  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  would,  no  doubt,  be  able  to 
afford.  The  Vote  included  a  charge  for 
deficiency  through  the  stationing  of  Con- 
sular officers  of  a  higher  rank  at  Phil- 
lipopolis,  Salonica,  and  Bourgas,  and  by 
the  new  appointments  in  Anatolia.  On 
this  point  he  desired  to  ask  whether  the 
officers  so  appointed  were  on  half-pay, 
and  why  it  was  considered  desirable  to 
appoint  military  officers  to  these  Con- 
sular posts  ? 

Ma.  BOUKKE  said,  the  selection  had 
been  made  with  the  greatest  possible 
care,  and  he  thought  that  the  host 
answer  which  he  coiud  give  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Burnley  was  that  when  the 
Secretary  of  State  had  to  appoint  men 
for  the  discharge  of  special  duties,  ho 
had  taken  all  points  into  consideration  in 
selecting  each  individual  person.  Ho  did 
not  think  it  desirable  to  say  anything  more 
upon  the  subject,  other  than  that  he  be- 
lieved that  the  appointments  made  would 
turn  out  to  be  thoroughly  satisfactory. 

Mr.  BYLANDS  said,  that  the  answer 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  of  a  very  re- 
markable character ;  but  it  was  quite  in 
accordance  with  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Qovemment,  who  took  a 
line  contrary  to  custom,  and  then,  de- 
clining to  give  any  information,  expected 
hon.  Memoers  to  accept,  without  any 
justification,  a  departure  from  the  usual 
practice.  It  was  an  imusual  thing  to 
wpoint  military  officers  to  the  position  of 
Consul ;  but  the  Committee  were  in- 
formed that  there  was  some  high  policy 
involved  in  this  proceeding — the  old 
story  when  the  Qovemment  expected 


hon.  Members  to  accept  their  arrange- 
ments without  question — and  that  they 
could  not  answer  questions  because  it 
would  be  detrimental  to  the  Public  Ser- 
vice. It  was  perfectly  right,  however, 
for  the  Committee  to  inquire  into  any 
unusual  course  which  the  Government 
took  in  appointing  persons  to  public 
offices,  and  he  protested  entirely  against 
a  departure  from  the  usual  custom  oeing 
insisted  upon  by  Government  under 
the  plea  that  to  give  information  would 
be  detiimental  to  the  Public  Service. 

Sir  H.  DEUMMOND  WOLFF  said, 
ho  protested  against  the  Consuls  being 
considered  friends  of  his.  He  had  merely 
spoken  in  the  public  interest,  and  be- 
cause he  knew  that  it  was  very  difficult 
for  those  officers  to  live  on  the  salaries 
which  they  received. 

Mr.  O'DONNELL  said,  he  thought 
the  Committee  were  entitled  to  receive 
something  like  an  explanation  of  the 
nature  of  the  services  expected  from 
these  semi-military  Consuls  who  had 
been  appointed  in  Asia  Minor.  It  was 
possible  that  the  Government  considered 
it  too  late  to  enter  into  any  question  of 
detail  relating  to  this  subject,  and  it 
did  seem  rather  late  to  be  discussing  the 
proceedings  of  the  Boundary  Commis- 
sion. A  year  and  a-half  had  elapsed 
since  the  Berlin  Treaty  was  executed, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  thought 
something  should  be  known  as  to  the 
policy  of  the  Government  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  these  officers,  because,  although 
the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley  had  inti- 
mated that  the  Government  might  have 
some  mysterious  policy  behind  all  that, 
he  reminded  the  Committee  that  there 
was  a  Party  in  the  country  which  con- 
sidered that  the  Government  had  no 
policy  at  all.  Whichever  Party  was 
right,  however,  it  was  well  to  know 
what  was  being  done,  and  what  was  not 
being  done,  in  Asia  Minor.  He  con- 
fessed that  with  regard  to  a  couple  of 
the  appointments  in  question,  ho  had 
hoard  it  stated  by  people  who  affected 
to  know  something  about  the  matter,  that 
military  gentlemen  had  been  appointed 
who  really  might  not  have  got  speedy 
advancement  in  another  line.  The  Go- 
vernment, of  course,  would  not  like  to 
say  that  there  was  nothing  of  import- 
ance in  these  appointments  ;  and  havine 
taken  part  with  Prince  Bismarck  and 
Count  Andrassy  at  Berlin,  and  having 
come  home  as  grand  as  the  fly  in  the 


403 


Supply — Civil 


(C0M:M0NS1         Serpiee,  Sfe.  JSitimaies.       404 


fablo  who  said  to  the  ox — "  How  we  are 
carrying  that  cart  along,"  Lord  Beacons- 
field  was,  of  course,  bound  to  keep  up 
the  apx>earance  of  managing  everything 
besides.  It  was  quite  possible  that 
the  country  might  find  itself  in  a 
muddle  in  Asia  Minor,  as  it  had  found 
itself  in  a  muddle  everywhere  else,  and 
when  that  muddle  occurred,  they  would 
have  it  explained  away  by  the  Govern- 
ment. After  this  a  little  disaster  would 
take  place  which  the  Government  would 
also  explain  away ;  in  short,  everything 
would  be  explained  down  to  the  last 
possible  point,  when,  no  doubt,  some 
u'esh  muddle  would  occur.  He  trusted 
that  the  appointment  of  military  ofRcers 
to  Consular  posts  in  Asia  Minor  would  do 
no  harm  to  the  interests  of  the  country 
or  to  the  Conservative  bogey  —  the 
Bussian  Empire. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(26.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  Supplementary  sum,  not  exceeding 
£8,704,  1)0  granted  to  Her  ISIajesty,  to  defray 
the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
Iklarch  1880,  in  aid  of  Colonial  Local  Revenue, 
and  for  the  Salaries  and  Allowances  of  Go- 
Tomors,  &c.,  and  for  other  Expenses  in  certain 
Colonies." 

Mr.  COUETNEY  said,  he  did  not 
understand  how  it  was  that  Sir  Bartle 
Frere  was  going  to  get  five  quarters' 
salary ;  upon  which  point,  as  also  upon 
the  next  item  for  the  salary  of  Sir  Garnet 
Wolseley  as  Governor  of  Natal,  he  hoped 
to  receive  some  information  from  the 
Colonial  Secretary.  He  did  not  under- 
stand the  position  now  held  by  Sir 
Garnet  Wolseley  in  South  Africa ;  and, 
further,  he  wished  to  be  informed  as  to 
the  position  of  Colonel  Sir  George  Colloy  ? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS  -  BEACH 
said,  that  by  some  technical  error  in  the 
year  1878-9,  Sir  Bartle  Frero  had  not 
drawn  his  last  quarter's  salary  until 
after  the  end  of  that  financial  year,  for 
which  reason  that  quarter's  salary  ap- 
peared in  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
of  the  present  year.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Liskeard  (Mr.  Courtney)  had  asked 
what  was  the  position  occupied  by  Sir 
Garnet  Wolseley,  to  which  ho  replied 
that  it  remained  precisely  the  same  as 
that  which  he  oneinally  occiipied.  Sir 
George  CoUey  would  succeed  Sir  Garnet 
Wolseley  and  Sir  Henry  Bulwer  as  High 
Commissioner  and  Governor  of  Natal. 

Mr.  O'Donnsll 


Mr.  OOXTETNEY  :  What  is  to  be  the 
salarv  of  Sir  G^or^  Colley  in  hia  nev 
position  ? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  It 
is  not  yet  decided. 

Mr.  O'DONNELL  said,  the  question 
was  a  very  important  one ;  and  it  was 
quite  clear  that  the  Oommittee  were  nr. 
likely,  at  that  advanced  hour,  to  get  anr 
detailed  statement  from  the  Gt>vemme&t. 
He,  therefore,  begg^  leave  to  moT9 
that  Progress  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again."— 
{Ifr.  O'Donnell.) 

Sir  HENRY  8ELWIN-IBBETS0N 
hoped  the  hon.  Member  for  Dungamn 
would  remember  that  the  Committee 
were  then  discussing  certain  items  which 
must  necessarily  be  completed  before  the 
end  of  the  financial  year.  A  debate  on 
the  Government  policy,  with  respect  to 
the  Transvaal,  Natal,  and  other  parts, 
might  surely  more  properly  come  on  at  t 
time  when  the  Estimates  brought  before 
the  Committee  the  arrangements  for  the 
coming  year.  He  was  quite  aware  thit 
it  was  working  the  Committee  a  grett 
deal  to  go  through  the  whole  of  the 
Votes  at  that  time  in  the  morning ;  bat 
the  Government  were  driven  to  that  ne- 
cessity by  the  fact  that  the  Supplement- 
ary Estimates  would  have  to  be  put  into 
the  Ways  and  Means  BiU,  whicn  had  to 
go  through  all  its  stages  before  the  md 
of  the  financial  year.  On  th6se  grounds, 
therefore,  he  a^ed  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dungarvan  to  withdraw  his  Motion  to 
report  Progress,  and  to  allow  the  Busi- 
ness in  hand,  which  was  of  the  utmost 
necessity,  to  proceed,  and  to  defer  die 
question  of  policy  to  the  time  when  the 
Estimates  for  the  coming  year  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  monk  said,  he  joined  the  hon. 
Baronet  in  appealing  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dungarvan  to  withdraw  his  Motion, 
and  allow  the  Vote  to  be  taken.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Liskeard  had  reerifed 
as  full  an  answer  as  could  be  expected; 
but  he  must  remind  the  hon.  Muronet 
that  they  had  been  already  seven  hoan 
engaged  in  the  consideration  of  the  Sup- 
plementary Estimates,  and  that  thej  had 
Eassed  a  very  fatiguing  night.  It  nuut 
e  clear  that  it  was  impossible  to  set 
through  all  the  Votes  that  erening,  te 
they  would  certainly  take  an  hoar  or 
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more  to  finish.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  Gbvemment  would  oonsent  to 
report  Progress  after  the  Vote  then  be- 
fore the  Committee  had  been  taken. 

SiK  HENEY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  it  was  on  the  ground  of  absolute 
necessity  that  he  had  asked  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dungaryan  to  withdraw  his 
Motion.  He  had  admitted  that  it  was 
working  the  Committee  a  great  deal  to 
continue,  although  there  were  occasions 
when  the  interest  of  the  Public  Service 
had  to  be  considered.  He  again  appealed 
to  the  Committee  to  finish  the  Supple- 
xnentary  Votes,  as  the  delay  of  the  Esti- 
mates might  prevent  the  Government 
from  getting  through  a  Ways  and  Means 
Bill. 

Mb.  BYLANDS  said,  he  should  be  the 
last  person  in  the  world  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  in 
his  desire  to  get  all  the  Votes  passed,  if 
he  thought  that,  imder  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  it  was  absolutely  necessary, 
in  the  interests  of  the  Public  Business, 
to  yield  to  his  opinion.  He  would  re- 
mind the  hon.  Baronet  that  if  the  Sup- 
plementary Votes  were  completed  on 
Monday,  they  could  be  reported  on 
Tuesday,  and  there  would,  certainly,  be 
ample  time  to  get  through  a  Ways  and 
Means  Bill  before  the  end  of  the  finan- 
cial year.  There  were  some  other  Mo- 
tions on  the  Paper  that  would  occupy 
some  little  time;  and  he,  therefore, 
hoped  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Dun- 
Mrvan  would  allow  this  Vote  to  pass,  as 
he  (Mr.  Bylands)  quite  agreed  that  it 
should  pass.  With  regard  to  the  other 
Votes,  he  thought  they  should  be  taken 
on  Monday  along  with  the  other  Civil 
Service  Estimates. 

Sib  CHAELES  W.  DILKE  said,  he 
also  appealed  to  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Dungarvan  to  allow  the 
Votes  to  go  through  that  evening.  He 
would  point  out  that  the  Government  had 
been  calculating  onbeginning  their  Easter 
Beoess  on  Thursday  in  Passion  Week. 
The  House  had  never  sat  either  on 
Wednesday  or  Thursday  in  Passion 
Week  before — at  any  rate,  he  had  looked 
up  the  cases  since  1857 — but  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  Government  would  get 
Tuesday  in  Passion  Week  g^ven  to  them. 

The  CHANCELLOB  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB  said,  he  should  prefer  the  ar- 
rangement suggested  by  the  hon.  Baro- 
net, which  he  believed  would  be  much 
to  the  convenience  of  the    House    in 


general.  The  Government  had  a  great 
deal  of  necessary  Business  to  complete 
by  the  time  named,  and  he  hoped  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  allow  them  to 
get  through  the  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates that  evening. 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  as  there  ap- 
peared to  be  a  general  wish  on  the  part 
of  hon.  Members  that  the  present  Vote 
should  pass,  he  did  not  see  why  the  Go- 
vernment should  not  take  all  the  Votes 
that  evening,  and  he  therefore  begged 
leave  to  withdraw  his  Motion  to  report 
Progress. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(27.)  £4,450,  Tonnage  Bounties,  &c., 
and  Liberated  African  Department. 

(28.)  £10,425,  Subsidies  to  Telegraph 
Companies. 

(29.)  £136,  Treasury  Chest  Bobbery. 

(30.)  £13,000,  Superannuation  and 
Betired  Allowances. 

(31.)  £3,000,  Belief  of  Distressed 
British  Seamen  Abroad. 

(32.)  £2,716,  Pauper  Lunatics,  Ire- 
land. 

(33.)  £9,110,  Temporary  Commis- 
sions. 

Mr.  MACDONALD  said,  it  had  been 
his  intention  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  at  some  length  to  the  expenses 
in  connection  with  the  Accidents  in  Mines 
Commission.  Considering,  however,  the 
appeal  made  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  would  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  House  passing 
the  Vote,  but  would  reserve  his  obser- 
vations until  the  main  Vote  came  before 
them  in  the  Civil  Service  Estimates. 
He  must,  however,  take  that  opportunity 
of  saying  that  he  did  protest  against  the 
expenses  incurred  by  this  Commission. 
It  was  the  belief  of  many  that  much 
loss  of  life  in  the  mining  districts  would 
have  been  jprevented  had  the  subject 
been  dealt  with  at  once,  instead  of  being 
referred  to  this  Commission.  He  went 
further.than  others.  The  manner  in  which 
this  Commission  was  conducted — ^it  being 
with  closed  doors — to  his  mind,  was  an 
outrage  on  common  sense.  Hundreds, 
from  its  privacy,  never  heard  of  it  that 
could  have  given  valuable  evidence.  But, 
beyond  these,  there  were,  among  mine 
owners  of  the  country  and  mine  managerSi 
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hundreds  that  were  not  only  willing  for 
improvoment,  but  were  anxious  to  take 
advantage  of  all  information  that  would 
enable  them  to  save  life,  and  to  protect 
the  limbs  of  the  workmen  who  toiled 
under  ground.  Had  the  investigation 
been  public,  all  information  would  have 
been  scattered  broadcast  in  the  mining 
districts  weekly.  It  had  not  been  so 
from  the  Besolution  of  this  worse  than 
stupid  Commission ;  and  he  would  say 
that  if  there  had  been  laid  before  it  any- 
thing that  would  have  prevented  the  loss 
of  one  single  life,  he  charged  that  life 
to  their  action — which  was  a  crime. 

Mr.  DODDS  said,  that  amongst  the 
expenses  of  the  Accidents  in  Mines  Com- 
mission, the  sum  of  £650  was  charged 
for  travelling  expenses.  He  should  like 
to  know  how  much  of  that  sum  had 
been  spent  for  witnesses,  and  how  much 
of  it  had  been  paid  for  the  travelling 
expenses  of  those  engaged  upon  the 
Commission  ? 

Sib  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  that  he  could  not  undertake  to 
answer  the  Question  then,  but  would  in- 
form  the  hon.  Gentleman  upon  Beport. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(34.)  £9,869,  Eopayment  to  the  CivU 
Contingencies  Fund. 

Mr.  RYLANDS  said,  that  ho  thought 
that  some  information  was  required  with 
respect  to  various  items  in  this  Vote. 
The  sum  of  £2,120  was  charged  for 
**  special  packets  for  the  conveyance  of 
distinguished  persons."  Perhaps,  upon 
Report,  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  would  tell  the  House 
the  names  of  those  persons  for  whose 
conveyance  the  packets  had  been  pro- 
vided ?  It  had  been  customary  to  adopt 
that  course  on  similar  occasions.  He 
did  not  wish  to  move  a  deduction  of  the 
Vote  for  that  sum,  but  only  to  obtain 
information.  Then,  with  respect  to  the 
sum  of  £300  for  a  gratuity  to  Lord 
Qiffard,  V.C,  for  bringing  homo  the 
despatches  announcing  the  successful 
termination  of  military  operations  in 
South  Africa,  he  thought  that  that  mat- 
ter had  caused  a  considerable  amount  of 
dissatisfaction  in  the  Army.  There  was 
no  doubt,  whatever,  that  that  gratuity 
oueht  to  have  been  given  to  the  distin- 
guished oificer  who  was  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  capturing  Cetewayo,  and  that 
he  ought  to  have  been  sent  off  with  the 
despatches  to  this  country.    Instead  of 

Mr,  Maedanald 


Major  Marter  receiving  the  £300,  it  had. 
by  some  means  or  other,  been  given  to 
Lord  Giffard.  That  seemed  to  him,  asd 
to  many  persons,  to  be  an  instance  of  the 
grossest  favouritism,  which  ought  not  m 
pass  without  some  observation. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  that  he  shoul  I 
like  to  know  what  was  the  meaning  of 
the  item  of  £331  19i.  3^.  on  account  of 
the 

"  Record  and  Writ  Clerks'  Offico,  ChAn«n 
loss  sustained  b^  3Ir.  A.  Ash  and  Mr.  J.  Wu* 
wick,  as  stamp  distributors,  in  respect  of  stamps: 
copies  not  called  for  F  " 

Sib  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  that  Messrs.  Ash  and  Warwick 
were  the  stamp  distributors  in  the  Re- 
cord and  Writ  Clerks'  Office.  It  had 
been  the  oustom  in  the  Record  and  Writ 
Clerks'  Office  that  solicitors  should  IeaT« 
the  deeds  there  to  have  the  proper 
stamps  affixed  for  them,  and  the  deeds 
were  made  ready  for  the  solicitors  when 
thej  called.  In  course  of  time  the  nom- 
ber  of  deeds  that  had  not  been  caUed 
for  accumulated  very  largely,  so  that  the 
value  of  the  stamps  on  the  deeds  so  left 
amounted  to  £820.  Messrs.  Ash  and 
Warwick  had  paid  for  those  stamps,  and 
through  no  fault  of  their  own,  but  en- 
tirely through  a  Rule  with  which  they 
were  bound  to  comply,  the  deeds  were 
stamped  and  the  money  lost.  In  answer 
to  their  application  for  an  allowance  for 
spoiled  stamps,  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  said  that  they  could  not  admit 
their  claim,  inasmuch  as  the  stamps  in 
question  were  not  spoiled  stamps.  The 
Treasury  was  desirous  of  compensating 
Messrs  Ash  and  Warwick  for  the  loss 
which  they  had  incurred,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  item  in  question  had  been 
included  in  the  Estimates,  under  thehead 
of  Civil  Contingencies  Fund. 

Mr.  monk  said,  that,  perhaps,  the 
hon.  Baronet  would  inform  the  Com- 
mittee why  the  sum  of  £2,500  had  been 
awarded  to  Mr.  Ford  and  wife,  as  com- 
pensation to  them  in  respect  of  their 
illegal  arrest? 

Sir  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  he  must  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
allow  him  to  ask  that  Question  npon 
Report. 

Vote,  agreed  to, 

(35.)  £4,300,  Revenue  Departments. 

(36.)  £7,400,  Post  Office  Packet  Ser- 
vice. 
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(37.)  £985,  Abyssinian  Expedition. 

(38.)  £15,050  d#.  d^;.,  Charges  De- 
__  ayed  by  the  War  Office  on  account  of 
Inaia. 

House  riiumed. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow, 

Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

BUND    AND    DEAF-MUTE    CHILDREN 
BILL— [Bill  41.] 
(Jfr.  WheelhouMf  Mr,  Montague  Seotty  Mr. 
Bn\/amin  JFiiliams.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair."— (i/r.  TFhselhouse,) 

Mb.  DODDS  said,  that  he  objected  to 
this  Bill  proceeding.  He  had  given 
Notice  of  opposition  to  it,  but  that  No- 
tice had  not  been  put  upon  the  Paper. 

Mb.  monk  said,  that  the  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time  yesterday,  and  he 
then  asked  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Leeds  (Mr.  Wheelhouse)  whe- 
ther he  intended  or  was  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  Amendments  which  were  in- 
serted in  a  similar  Bill  last  Session? 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member,  he  con- 
Bidered,  might  have  condescended  to 
make  some  reply ;  at  all  events,  when 
lie  made  the  Motion  "  That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  Chair."  He  had, 
however,  heard  nothing  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member ;  nor  did  he 
know  whether  he  intended  to  accept 
the  Amendments.  It  was  impossible  for 
the  House  properly  to  consider  the 
Amendments  until  they  were  on  the  No- 
tice Paper.  He  believed  that  it  was  a 
Hule  of  the  House  that  Amendments 
should  not  be  printed  until  a  Bill  had 
been  read  a  second  time.  This  Bill  was 
read  a  second  time  yesterday,  and,  as 
the  House  adjourned  at  4  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  there  was  no  time  for  the 
Amendments  to  be  printed.  The  Bill 
was  only  read  about  nve  minutes  before 
the  House  adjourned.  His  Amendments 
were  now  lying  on  the  Table ;  and  even 
if  they  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Chairman  of  Committees,  it  would  bo 
impossible  for  hon.  Members  to  under- 
stand them  properly  until  they  were 
printed.  He  did  not  think  there  was 
any  absolute  Bule  against  the  Amend- 
ments being  then  considered ;   but  ho 


thought  it  would  be  a  very  unusual 
course  for  the  hon.  Member  to  press 
the  Bill  before  the  Amendments  were 
printed.  He  begged  to  move  "That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
--(ifr.  Monk.) 

Mr.  ETLANDS  said,  that  he  objected 
to  the  Bill  when  it  was  read  a  second 
time.  It  was  quite  clear  that  they 
could  not  consider  the  Amendments  of 
his  hon.  Friend  with  any  advantage 
until  they  were  printed.  There  had 
been  no  opportunity  as  yet  of  printing 
the  Amendments,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  most  unreasonable,  at  that 
time  of  the  morning,  to  ask  the  House  to 
proceed  with  the  Bill. 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB  said,  that  the  best  course  to  be 
adopted  would  be  that  the  Chairman 
should  take  the  Chair,  and  that  they 
should  then  report  Progress  in  order  that 
the  Amendment  might  be  put  upon  the 
Paper. 

Mb.  DODDS  said,  that. he  should 
object  to  that  course  being  pursued, 
because  he  thought  the  Amendments 
ought  to  be  circulated  before  Mr. 
Speaker  left  the  Chair. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes  9  ;  Noes 
54 :   Majority  45.— -(Div.  List,  No.  36.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  DODDS  :  I  beg  to  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mb.  SPEAKEK  said,  that  he  must 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  he  had 
already  spoken  upon  the  Main  Ques- 
tion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Mr.  Brogden.) 

Mb.  DODDS  said,  that  his  reason  for 
wishing  to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  was  in  order  to  make  an  appeal 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government  not  to 
force  the  House  to  consider,  at  that 
hour,  a  Bill  which  was  very  much  op- 
posed. It  was  then  nearly  half-past 
2,  and  about  half-an-hour  before  an 
appeal  was  made  tothem  to  allow  theSup- 
plemontary  Estimates  to  bo  got  througn. 
To  that  appeal  the  House  yielded,  and 
the  Govornincnt  ought  not  to  assist  a 
privato  Member  in  forcing  on  a  Bill  of 
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that  kind  at  sucli  an  hour.  He  believed, 
moreover,  that  Her  Majesty's  GFovem- 
ment  entertained  as  strong  an  objection 
to  the  measure  as  any  Member  upon 
that  side  of  the  House. 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEE  said,  that  although  he  had  not 
looked  at  the  Bill,  he  believed  it  was 
substantially  the  same  as  that  which  had 
passed  through  the  House  last  year; 
and  he  thought  it  was  only  fair  that  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  should  get  a 
stage  from  Progress.  He  proposed, 
therefore,  to  proceed  as  far  as  that,  and 
he  would  then  agree  to  the  Motion  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  House. 

Me.  monk  said,  he  was  perfectly 
ready  to  accept  the  offer  of  the  right  hon. 
G-entleman. 

Mb.  BEOGDEN  begged  leave  to 
withdraw  his  Motion  for  adjournment. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  eoneidered  in  Committee. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  Mi^on, Monday  next. 

PARLIA^IENTARy  ELECTIONS  AND 
CORKUPT  PRACTICES  BILL. 

Sir  CHAELE8  W.  DILKE  said,  he 
did  not  know  whether  the  Government 
were  brining  in  the  same  Bill  which 
was  introduced  last  year;  but  he  had 
objected  to  that  measure  on  the  ground 
that  it  did  not  deal  with  the  employment 
of  vehicles  at  elections,  and  haa  pointed 
out  that  the  law  was  universally  broken, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  he  had  moved  a 
Eesolution  that  it  should  be  either  en- 
forced or  repealed.  He  begged  to  give 
Notice  that  he  should  move  a  similar 
Eesolution  on  the  second  reading. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Attorney  General,  Bill 
to  amend  and  continue  tho  Acts  relating  to 
Election  Petitions  and  to  the  prevention  of 
Corrupt  Practices  at  Parliamentary  Elections, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Attorney 
General  and  Mr.  {Solicitor  General. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  wore 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  not  being  present. 

House  adjourned  at  a  qiuirter 
before  Three  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF     LOKDS, 
Friday,  5th  Hareh,  1880. 


MINUTES.]— Select  Coioams— Bcpoiti^, 

appointed  and  nominated. 
Public   Bills— JYr»*    Memdiny — ^Beer   Dokn 

KetaULicenoee«(27). 
Committee— Eeport—-LiycaX  Ck>urts  of  Buikniitey 

(Ireland)  (11). 
Report— "Bi^^  of  Distress  (Irelaad)  (26;. 


LOCAL  CX)UBT8  OF  BANKRUPTCY  (IBE- 

LAND)  BILL— (No.  11.) 

{The  Lord  Ckemcellor,) 


Mr,  Dodde 


Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 

put  into  Committee,  read. 

Moved,  '*  That  the  House  do  now  ze- 
solve  itself  into  Committee  upon  the  atid 
BiU."— (H^  Lard  Chancellor.) 

LoBD  O'HAQAN  said,  he  was  glad 
that  the  Gknremment  had  giTen  its  at- 
tention to  the  matter,  and,  hafiag 
reached  a  definite  oonolaaion  on  its  on 
responsibilily,  had  endeaTOured  to  giw 
eiffect  to  the  view  it  had  adopted.  H« 
wished,  however,  to  indicate  that  the 
extension  of  local  jurisdiction  in  Bank- 
ruptcy to  a  few  towns  inTolred  a  wide 
concession  of  it,  such  as  had,  for  a  long 
time,  been  enjoyed  in  England.  Hereto- 
fore, Uie  Coun^  Courts  of  Ireland  hsd 
not  the  machinery  which  enabled  tht 
County  Courts  of  this  countrr  to  desl 
with  cases  of  Bankruptcy,  and  they  did 
not  possess  it  even  yet.  But  their  oon- 
stitution  had  been  {greatly  changed. 
They  had  now  a  considerable  juriMic- 
tion  in  Equity,  and  their  Judges  were  no 
longer  to  practice  at  the  Bar.  The  want 
of  a  more  effective  Official  Staff  was  feh 
in  the  exercise  of  the  Equity  Tuiisdie- 
tion  ;  and  when  that  want  was  supplied, 
tliero  seemed  to  be  no  reason  why,  with 
sufficient  safeguards  and  adequate  super- 
vision  by  the  Courts  in  Dublin,  busineM 
in  Ban^*uptcy  might  not  be  done  locally, 
in  proper  cases.  The  Judges  of  the 
County  Courts  were  able  and  competent 
men  and  might  be  fully  trusted  to  do  it 
satisfactorily ;  whilst  it  was  difficult  to 
SCO,  once  that  the  advantage  of  the 
change  was  practically  admitted,  why  it 
should  not  operate  to  a  larger  ezteot 
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ThiB  Babjeotbad  been  muob  discussedy 
especially  by  Lord  Westbury,  wben  be 
(Lord  O'Hagan)  bad  tbe  bonour  of 
carrying  tbe  Lrisb  Bankruptcy  Bill 
ihrougn  tbeir  Lordsbips'  House  ;  but  it 
was  uien  impossible  to  take  practical 
steps  witb  regard  to  it,  and  before  it 
oomd  be  dealt  witb  generally  tbe  ma- 
chinery of  tbe  Local  Courts  must  be  im- 
prored  and  strengthened. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said,  tbe 
Bill  made  a  very  considerable  change  in 
the  administration  of  tbe  law  in  Ireland. 
At  present,  tbe  whole  Bankruptcy  busi- 
ness of  Lreland  was  transacted  in  Dub- 
lin. Manifestly,  that  was  an  incon- 
Tenient  state  of  things;  audit  was  pro- 
posed in  the  Bill,  by  Order  in  Council, 
to  establish  Local  Bankruptcy  Courts  in 
the  two  ^eat  commercial  centres  of  Bel- 
fast and  Cork.  It  proposed,  also,  to  take 
further  steps  in  the  same  direction  by 
establishing  similar  Courts  in  London- 
derry, Galway,  and  Limerick.  He 
thought  that,  with  such  provisions,  a  fur- 
ther extension  would  not  be  found  neces- 
aaxT.  In  England  there  were  officers 
ana  offices  in  which  Bankruptcy  pro- 
ceedings could  be  -  initiated  wherever 
Ck>unty  Courts  were  held.  That  was  not 
the  case  in  Ireland.  There,  wherever 
a  Bankruptcr^  jurisdiction  was  estab- 
lished, it  would  be  necessary  to  create 
new  offices,  and  at  present  this  did  not 
seem  to  be  necessarr  to  any  greater  ex- 
tent than  was  proviaed  for  in  the  Bill. 
Should  it  become  necessary  hereafter,  in 
consequence  of  the  success  of  tbe  experi- 
ment, it  could  be  effected  by  further 
legislation. 

After  a  few  words  from  Lord  Emly, 

Motion  agreed  to. 

House  in  Committee  accordingly ;  Bill 
re>pori4d  without  Amendment ;  and  to  be 
read  3*  on  Thureday  next. 


PABLIAMENTARY    REPORTING  —  THE 
HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

AFPODITliEWT  AHD  VOMIKATION  OF  SELECT 

COKMITTEE. 

Mo9§d^  That  a  Select  Committco  he  appointed 
to  oonflider  the  question  of  reporting  in  this 
lIooM.— (rA#  Lord  Fretidtnt,) 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  I/orda  following  were  named  of  the 
ComoiittM  :— 


M.  Bath. 
Ld.  Steward. 
E.  Stanhope. 
E.  Kimberley. 
L.  Lovel  and  Hol- 
land. 


L.  De  L*Isle  and  Dud- 
lev. 
L.  sudeley. 
L.  St.  Leonards. 
L.  Houghton. 
L.  Kenry. 


The  Committee  to  meet  on  Monday  next  at  Four 
o'clock,  and  to  appoint  their  own  Chairman. 

AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCE. 

QUESTION. 

The  Duke  of  ST  ALBANS  asked 
the  Lord  President  of  the  Council, 
Whether  the  Boyal  Commissioners  on 
Agriculture  are  instructed  to  inquire 
into  and  report  on  the  rates  charged  for 
the  carriafi:e  of  agricultural  produce,  live 
stock,  and  manures  by  the  railway  com- 
panies in  the  United  !^in^om,  and  also, 
as  far  as  possible,  in  foreign  countries  ? 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  and 
GORDON,  in  reply,  said,  that  the 
Commission  thought  the  question  of 
transport  and  rates  was  of  immense 
importance  in  the  inquiry  intrusted  to 
them.  They  thought  it  was  a  point 
which  should  be  considered  very  care- 
fully and  fully ;  but  as  they  had  not  yet 
come  to  that  branch  of  their  inquiry,  he 
was  unable  to  answer  the  second  portion 
of  the  noble  Duke's  Question. 

RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
(The  Lord  Frt$idtut.) 

(no.  26.)     REFOBT  OF   AKENDMENT8. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order). 

Lord  EMLY:  My  Lords,  now  that 
the  Bill  is  on  the  point  of  becoming  law 
I  hope  the  noble  Duke  opposite  (the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon)  will  not 
think  me  imreasonable  if  I  make  some 
observations  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
its  provisions  are  to  be  administered.  I 
regret  to  say  that  two  hours  ago  I  heard 
a  very  alarming  report  of  the  intensity 
of  distress  in  the  North-Western  part  of 
Ireland  from  one  of  those  excellent  men 
belonging  to  the  Society  of  Friends,  who, 
having  worked  hard  in  the  cause  of 
charity  in  1847,  has  now  returned  to 
the  scene  of  his  former  labours.  He 
says  the  people  there  have  only  been 
preserved  from  starvation  by  the  Relief 
Funds  of  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough 
and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  ;  and  I 
fear  tliat  all  along  the  Western  coast,  if 
great  suffering  and  even  starvation  is  to 
be  averted,  there  must  be  no  delay  in 
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putting  to  work  the  machinery  provided 
by  this  Bill.     Mr.  Tuke  says — 

"  The  Poor  Law  is  at  this  moment  in  abey- 
ance in  the  West  of  Ireland,  and,  iadging  by 
that,  there  is  no  distress  in  the  West.  But 
thcre^  is  at  this  moment  in  one  part  600  or  700 
families  who  are  fed  from  day  to  day  by  chari- 
table funds,  yet  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  have 
not  moved  a  finger,  though  there  are  but  very 
few  inmates  in  the  workhouses.  Take,  again, 
another  large  Union  in  which  we  have  been 
working  for  some  days.  It  is  bounded  by  the 
rugged  Atlantic  coast,  and  has  a  population  of 
about  33,000,  and  the  assumed  rateable  value  is 
£20,000.  How  many  persons  do  you  suppose 
are  receiving  out-door  relief  ?  Just  143,  and 
yet  in  that  district  the  greatest  distress  is  exist- 
ing." 

My  Lords,  even  a  more  serious  matter 
is  the  distribution  of  seed.  Mr.  Tuke 
states  that  many  Unions  have  refused  to 
exercise  the  powers  given  to  them  to 
provide  seed,  and  he  remarks — 

"  The  distress  will  last  until  a  new  crop  comes 
in  ;  the  most  pressing  need  exists  to  supply  dis- 
tressed districts  with  seed.  If  this  is  not  done, 
future  famine  is  certain.*' 

If  properly  administered,  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill  will  reach  every  nook  and 
cranny  of  the  sufTering.  The  Poor  Law 
Guardians  are  bound  to  give  out-door 
relief  to  the  cottiers  as  well  as  the  la- 
bourers whore  it  is  required,  and  if  any 
Board  of  Guardians  neglect  their  duty, 
the  Government  have  the  power  to  dis- 
miss them,  and  to  appoint  vice-Guardians 
in  their  place.  The  responsibility  then 
rests  with  the  Government  of  adequate 
relief  being  Riven.  The  liberal  faculties 
given  to  the  landed  proprietors  and  cor- 
porations for  reproductive  employment 
will,  I  trust,  render  any  great  extension 
of  out-door  relief  in  any  but  the  districts 
inhabited  almost  exclusively  by  cottiers 
unnecessary.  In  these  districts  out-door 
relief  must  be  given,  or  the  land  will 
remain  untiUed,  and  famine  will  be 
stereotyped.  But  hero,  again,  every- 
thing depends  on  the  Government.  I 
mentioned  to  the  noble  Duke  that  from 
various  quarters  I  had  been  told  that  the 
Board  of  Works  had  brf)ken  down 
imder  the  heavy  pressure  of  the  last  two 
months.  The  noble  Duke  will  remember 
that  three  years  ago  a  Treasury  Com- 
mission, appointed  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment, made  a  lieport  that  its  constitution 
was  unsatisfactory  and  required  improve- 
ment. The  Govoniment,  then,  have  not 
been  taken  unawares;  and  I  trust  the 
noble  Duke  will  bo  able  to  inform  your 
Lordships  that  it    has    reinforced  the 

Lord  Emly 


Board  of  Worko.   Orer  the  three  Prirate 
Committees   in   Dublin — ^those    of  th# 
Duchess  of  Marlborouff  hy  the  Lord  Major. 
and  The  New  York  Mmrald — the  Goren- 
ment  cannot,  of  course^  exercise  any  direc 
control.    The  want    of  any   apportion- 
ment of  districts   between   those  three 
Committees  has  led   to    erave  abuses; 
the  same  districts  have    in   some  casei 
manacled  to  get  relief  from  more  than 
one  or  these  funds,  and  much  demorali- 
zation has  followed.      My  Lords,   the 
way  in  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  whole 
organization  for  the  relief  of  distress 
might  best  be  worked,  both  for  meeti&ff 
re^  distress  and  preventing  abuse,  would 
be  to  follow  the  example  of  1847,  and 
to  appoint  some  distinKQished  and  expe- 
rienced man,  such  as  Sir  Alfred  Power, 
to  direct  and  control  the  whole  machinerj 
of  relief  in  the  distressed  districts.   Sach 
an  officer  would,  of  course,  have  no  direct 
control  over  charity  purses;    but,    no 
doubt,  all  three  Committees  woold  will- 
ingly accept  his  adyice  and  assistance, 
and  he  woidd,  of  course,    have  in  hii 
hands  the  threads  of  the  operations  both 
of  the  Local  Gk)vemment  Board  and  the 
Board  of  Works.  This  is,  of  coarse,  aqnef- 
tion  for  the  Qovemment  to  decide  upon. 
I  hope  they  will  excuse  me  for  havingyen* 
tured  to  make  this  suRffestion  to  Uiem. 
My  Lords,  I  do  not  adtuess  yoa  as  tn 
alarmist ;  I  do  not  take  the  gloomy  view 
of  the  prospect  before  ns.     il  it  pleAset 
God  to  give  us  a  good  harrest,  I  am 
convinced  that  our  troubles  will  be  orer. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Lreland   (Mr.   J.   Lowther) 
said,  the  other  day,  tiiat  in  erery  way 
Ireland   had    retrograded    within    the 
last  10  years,   and  ne  sought  to  con- 
nect this  with  the   legislation    of  the 
late  Government.    My  Lords,  nothing 
can     be    more   untrue.     The    loss  A 
£10,286,000  in  value  of  potatoes  in  three 
years,  £5,000,000  of  which  loss  oocnrred 
in  1879,  sufficiently  accounts  for  the  dis- 
tress which  now  prevails.     But  if  yon 
will  compare  1868  with  1878,  you  will 
see  Ireland  both  morally  and  materially 
has  made  satisfactory  and,   indeed,  re- 
markable progress — morally,  for  in  1868 
the  number  of  serious  crimes  was  9,090, 
while  in  1878  they  were  only  6,959 ;  and 
materially,  for  while  in  1868  the  depositi 
and  cash  balances  in  Irish  Joint  otock 
Bunks  were  £22,164,000,  in  1878  thej 
were  £31,534,000.    We  have  difficulty 
enough  to  deal  with,  wo  have  agitalan 
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preaching  undisguised  Socialism,  and 
setting  against  the  race  and  religion  of 
Ireland  the  feelings  of  the  people  of 
England  and  Scotland.  Is  this  a  time 
for  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  to 
add  fuel  to  the  flames  of  agitation  ?  Sir 
Erskine  May,  the  highest  authority  on 
such  subjects,  lays  down  ''  that  to  abuse 
a  statute  you  do  not  intend  to  repeal,  is 
contrary  to  the  usages  of  Parliament," 
Tet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  never 
loses  an  opportunity  of  denouncing  the 
Church  and  Land  Acts ;  and  only  the 
other  day  at  Kendal  he  called  the  one 
<<  confiscation  and  spoliation,"  and  the 
other  ''  confiscation,  and  the  transfer  of 
property  from  one  class  of  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  to  another."  But  he  did  more ; 
lie  said — 

**  We  now  find  bands,  or  armed  men,  wander- 
ing orer  Ireland  in  the  dark  hours  of  the  night, 
threatening,  and  not  only  threatening,  but,  we 
regret  to  say,  actually  perpetrating  outrages  on 
thoM  who  are  guilty  of  the  heinous  offence  of 
conrpl3ring  with  the  honourable  engagements  of 

fa^nng  their  rent.  It  often  happens,  when  an 
riah  landlord  returns  to  Ireland,  his  first 
ffreeting  is  probably  a  missive  with  a  death's 
Eead  for  a  crest  and  for  a  device  a  pair  of 
cross  bones." 

My  Lords,  is  it  fair  to  the  tenants  who, 
in  the  greater  part  of  Ireland,  have 
tinder  g^eat  difficulties  discharged  faith- 
fully their  honourable  engagements, 
thus  to  malira  them  on  account  of 
crimes  committed  in  a  few  districts? 
What  would  be  said  of  the  Governor 
General  of  Canada  if,  on  account  of 
crimes  committed  in  Manitoba,  he  as- 
persed the  character  of  the  Dominion  ? 
Is  it  fair  to  those  who  through  evil  and 
g^ood  report  are  trying  to  bind  together 
the  hearts  of  the  people  of  the  Three 
Kingdoms  for  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
to  utter  these  calumnies  ?  My  Lords,  I 
make  these  remarks  in  no  Party  spirit. 
I  was  ready  to  assist  my  noble  Friend 
the  late  Lord  Mayo  quite  as  much  as  my 
noble  Friends  the  Marquess  of  Harting- 
ton  and  Lonl  Carlinglbrd,  when  they 
were  Chief  Secretaries.  In  these  matters^ 
under  whatever  flag  wo  muster,  we  are 
all  Members  of  the  same  Party  of  law 
and  order.  I  entreat  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
Temment  not  to  allow  the  Member  of 
their  body  who  represents  Ireland  to 
generate  in  some  cases  and  to  intensify 
in  others  anti-loyal  feelings  by  his  reck- 
less rhetoric. 

The    Duke    of    RICUMOND    and 
GORDON  said,  that  on  the  Eeport  of 
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Amendments  to  the  Belief  of  Distress 
(Ireland)  Bill,  he  was  not  prepared  for 
so  violent  an  attack  on  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  J.  Lowther).  Considering  that  his 
right  hon.  Friend  was  not  present  to  de- 
fend himself,  and  that  no  Notice  had 
been  g^ven  of  an  intention  to  call  in 
question  the  conduct  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  he  (the  Duke  of  Bichmond  and 
Gordon)  was  not  prepared  with  the  docu- 
ments and  papers  necessary  to  answer 
this  attack.  The  speech  which  his  right 
hon.  Friend  had  made  at  Kendal  had 
escaped  his  notice,  and  he  doubted  very 
much  whether,  if  he  had  seen  it,  he 
would  have  read  it;  but  be  that  as  it 
might,  he  had  not  seen  it.  The  noble 
Lord  had,  in  plain  terms,  accused  his 
right  hon.  Friend  of  making  a  statement 
which  was  not  true;  and  maintained 
that  in  Ireland  rente  were  paid. 

Lord  £MLY  :  In  the  greater  part  of 
Ireland. 

The  Duke  of  BICHMOND  and 
GOBDON  said,  he  was  not  aware  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  included  the  whole 
of  Ireland.  Then,  again,  the  noble 
Lord  went  on  to  assert  that  the  state  of 
Ireland  was  not  such  as  his  right  hon. 
Friend  had  described  it — a  place  where 
attempts  were  being  made  to  set  class 
against  class,  and  carry  on  social  agita- 
tion throughout  the  country.  But  the 
noble  Lord's  assertion  that  Ireland  was 
not  so  bad  as  that,  was  not  borne  out  by 
the  statement  at  the  end  of  his  (Lord 
Emly's)  speech,  for  the  noble  Lord  him- 
self admitted  the  existence  of  a  Social- 
istic agitation,  and  that  armed  bands 
did  go  about  to  prevent  the  payment  of 
rents  in  some  parts  of  that  country.  No 
doubt,  it  was  desirable  that  there  should 
be  combination  in  the  distribution  of  re- 
lief, as  it  lessened  the  chances  of  impo- 
sition ;  but  the  existence  of  separate 
Belief  Committees  in  Dublin,  competing 
with  each  other,  was  a  matter  with 
which  the  Government  could  not  deal, 
as  the  noble  Lord  had  himself  partly 
admitted,  and  it  was  unnecessary  to 
enter  further  into  it.  The  noble  Lord 
had  also  mentioned  the  Board  of  Works ; 
but  the  staff  of  the  Irish  Board  of  Works 
had  been  considerably  strengthened,  and 
with  the  result  that,  whereas  proceed- 
ings for  obtaining  a  loan  took  about  six 
weeks  some  time  ago,  they  were  now 
completed  in  three  weeks  or  a  month. 
Moreover,     landlords    knowing    them- 
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selves  that  their  titles  to  their  property 
were  perfectly  good,  in  many  instances 
anticipated  the  completion  of  the  forma- 
lities, and  commenced  works  out  of  their 
own  money,  without  waiting  for  the  in- 
stalments, knowing  that  they  would  get 
it  from  the  Government ;  and  though  he 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  Board  of 
Works  should  not  make  every  effort  to 
supply  the  money,  yet,  even  if  there  had 
Leen  some  delay,  it  would  not  be  inju- 
rious, seeing  the  landlords  had  advanced 
the  money.  Besides,  the  noble  Lord 
must  know  that  before  sums  of  money 
could  bo  given  by  the  Government,  cer- 
tain inquiries  were  necessary.  Titles 
must  bo  inquired  into,  and  local  in- 
quiries must  be  made.  As  to  the 
Idchee  of  Boards  of  Guardians,  if  the 
noble  Lord  put  him  in  possession  of  the 
information  which  had  been  forwarded 
to  him  from  Ireland,  as  he  had  said, 
only  that  morning,  he  would  take  care 
that  the  cases  should  be  inquired  into. 
If  a  proper  remedy  could  be  devised  for 
persons  in  a  starving  condition,  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  be  the  first 
to  apply  it.  In  the  meantime,  he  would 
at  once  communicate  with  the  Irish 
Government  on  the  subject. 

The  Eahl  of  KIMBEELEY  said,  that 
the  other  night  he  ventured  to  make  a 
few  remarks,  in  which  he  said  that  it 
would  bo  very  much  to  be  regretted  if, 
while  adopting  extraordinary  measures 
for  the  relief  of  destitution  in  Ireland, 
the  ordinary  resources  of  the  Poor  Law 
were  not  put  into  execution.  What  he 
had  apprehended  had  actually  come  to 
pass.  The  statements  forwarded  to  his 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Emly)  showed  that ; 
and  he  (the  Earl  of  Kimberley)  himself 
had  read  a  similar  account  in  one  of  the 
newspapers.  If  Boards  of  Guardians  in 
Ireland  held  their  hands  and  refrained 
from  giving  relief,  because  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  money  to  be  obtained  from 
the  Imperial  Treasury,  that  would  be  a 
lesson  which,  once  learnt,  would  not 
easily  be  forgotten,  and  would  lead  to 
most  mischievous  results.  If  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  Ireland  did  not  do  their 
duty  to  the  poor,  the  Government  ought 
immediately  to  put  in  force  their  power 
of  superseding  such  Boards,  and  appoint- 
ing paid  Guardians  to  discharge  the 
functions  which  they  had  failed  to  per- 
form. These  Boards  ought  to  remember 
Mr.  Drummond's  maxim — *'l*roperty 
lins  its  duties  as  well  as  its  rights,    and 

The  Dttle  of  Bichmond  and  Gordon 


one  of  the  first  duties  of  property  wis  to 
provide  for  the  poor.  Where  there  wu 
such  an  amount  of  difltrees  that  its  reli<rf 
by  means  of  the  Poor  Law  would  practi- 
cally mean  rain  to  the  ratepayers,  no  one 
would  hesitate  to  meet  it  by  extraordi- 
nary assistance ;  but  it  was  of  the  greatest 
importance  that,  in  the  first  instance,  the 
resources  of  the  Poor  Law  should  le 
made  use  of  to  the  fuUest  extent  possible. 
Turning  to  another  point,  he  could  not 
accede  to  the  doctrine  that  the  speechei 
of  a  Member  of  the  GK>yeminent  most 
only  be  referred  to  in  the  House  in  which 
he  happened  to  sit.  With  regard  to  the 
speeches  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  J. 
Lowther),  anyone  who  had  read  them 
must  admit  that  he  had  shown  a  great 
want  of  discretion,  and  that  the  lack  of 
it  in  the  management  of  Irish  affairs  vu 
invariably  productive  of  evil.  It  wu 
venr  important  that  they  should  not  be 
told  that  because  outrages  occurred  in 
one  part  of  Ireland,  there  were  outram 
in  another  part,  as  in  many  parts  of  that 
country  the  people  were  peaceably  dis- 
posed. On  the  other  hand,  there  had 
been,  from  various  causes,  disturbanoee 
which  were  very  much  to  be  regretted. 
Still,  no  such  observations  as  those  whidi 
had  been  made  by  the  Chief  Secretaij 
for  Ireland  ought  to  have  been  made  uj 
any  person  holding  ofiftce.  Now,  there 
was  another  habit  which  that  riffht  hon. 
Gentleman  had  got  into,  and  that  wae 
the  denouncing  of  the  Church  and  Land 
Acts.  Those  Acts  were  oppoeed,  and  no 
doubt  conscientiously,  by  the  Party  now 
in  power ;  but  they  had  become  plait  ci 
the  law  of  the  land.  They  were  measure! 
which  could  not  possibly  he  reyoked,  and 
he  felt  that  there  was  no  idea  on  tbs 
part  of  the  Government  to  disturb  them. 
Then,  was  it  wise  or  prudent  to  con* 
tinue  attacks  against  tnose  measures, 
and  by  doing  wmch  angry  feelings  were 
aroused  in  the  minds  of  the  people? 
Nothing  could  be  more  miaohierons  in 
Ireland  than  to  talk  of  unsettling  what 
had  been  done.  He  had  had  a  short 
experience  of  government  in  Ireland, 
and  he  could  say  that  while  in  Oflfice  as 
Lord  Lieutenant  he  derived  much  benefit 
from  the  kind  assistance  of  political  op- 
ponents, and  especially  from  the  advios 
of  his  noble  Friend  the  late  Ixurd  Mayo. 
Doth  Parties  in  the  State  desired  the 
prosperity  of  Ireland,  and  for  that  a 
steady  and  settled  system  of  gorenmsBt 


4S1 


Bdi0f  of  JHiirm  [Maboh  5,  1880) 


{Ireland)  BiU. 


422 


was  more  desirable  than  anytliing  else ; 
and  if  he  were  an  Irishman  he  should 
give  every  possible  support  to  the  Chief 
beoretary  in  the  difficult  duties  he  had  to 
discharge.  That  being  so,  if  the  present 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
kept  more  watch  over  his  words,  he 
would  not  himself  regret  it  hereafter, 
and  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  more 
satisfiEtctory  to  the  country. 

Viscount  CRANBEOOK  said,    that 
in  regard  to  the  measure  before  the 
House,  no  one  could  complain  of  the 
course  which  had  been  taken  by  noble 
Lords  opposite.     An  equal  desire  had 
been  shown  on  both  sides  to  advance 
legislation  with  a  view  of  relieving  the 
distress  which  unhappily  prevailed  in 
Ireland;   but    when     the    Government 
were  called  upon  by  noble  Lords  oppo- 
site to  take  certain  steps,  those  ,noble 
Iiords  appeared  to  forget  what  was  the 
position  in  which  affairs  actually  stood. 
It  might  be  true— and  he  was  afraid 
there  were  good  grounds  for  saying  it 
was  true — that  there  had  not  been  suffi- 
cient activity  on  the  part  of  the  Guar- 
dians in  Donegal;  but  until  this  Bill  was 
in  force,  the  Government  had  not  the 
power  to  do  what  they  were  called  upon 
to  do.     The  Government  had  done  all 
in  their  power  to  induce  the  Guardians 
to  act  in  the  matter ;  but  until  the  Bill 
was  passed,  they  could  take  no  stronger 
measures.     He  quite  agreed  that  the 
powers  of  the  Poor  Law  ought  to  be 
put  in  force,  and  it  was  extremely  desir- 
able that  the  powers  conferred  in  respect 
of  ihe  Seeds  Act  should  be  put  mto 
operation,  because  once  the  seeds  were 
in  the  groimd,  the  minds  of  the  people 
would  be  relieved,  to  some  extent,  as  to 
the  future.   If,  however,  the  facts  which 
had  been  referred  to  by  the  noble  Lord 
could  be  substantiated,  the  Government 
would  at  once  see  what  could  be  done 
with  regard  to  them.     Another  subject 
had  cropped  up  in  connection  with  this 
question  which  had  little  to  do  with  the 
measure  before  the  House.    He  referred 
to  the  speech  made  by  bis  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
which  he  regretted  had  been  introduced, 
though  he  was  not  the  one  to  complain 
of  one  Member  of  Parliament  attacKing 
another,  in  a  fair  and  reasonable  manner, 
for  any  speech  he  might  have  made  out- 
of-doors.     He  had  no  doubt  that  his 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary 


for  Ireland  had  made  a  very  out-spoken 
speech,  and  he  should  have  been  glad  to 
have  read  that  speech,  in  order  to  see 
context  of  the  quotations  that  had  been 
brought  before  the  House.  But  it 
should  be  remembered  that  a  speech  such 
as  that  delivered  by  his  right  hon.  Friend, 
in  a  part  of  the  country  with  which  he 
was  mmiliar,  and  in  which  he  and  his 
familv  were  well  known,  was  not  like  a 
speecn  delivered  in  Parliament.  In  a 
speech  delivered  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, it  was  necessary  for  the  speaker 
to  guard  himself  against  surprise;  but 
in  such  a  speech  as  was  made  at  Kendal, 
before  a  general  audience,  it  was  only 
deemed  necessary  to  put  before  the 
auditory  the  strong  points  and  leave  out 
the  weak  ones — speeches  which  required 
much  explanation  never  making  much 
impression  on  such  occasions,  the  effect 
of  the  explanation  given  being  to  destroy 
the  efficiency  of  the  strong  points.  No 
doubt,  his  right  hon.  Fnend  spoke 
strongly  on  that  occasion,  and  said  that 
rents  were  not  paid  very  well  in  Ireland 
at  the  present  time.  Well,  no  doubt, 
there  were  many  parts  of  Ireland  where 
the  rents  did  not  come  in  freely;  but 
that  was  not  always  because  of  any 
dishonesty  on  the  part  of  tenants,  or 
disinclination  to  perform  their  con- 
tracts, but  because  of  the  cruel  and 
distressing  pressure  put  upon  them  by 
men  not  to  discharge  their  duties.  No 
one  could  take  up  a  newspaper  in  the 
country  without  seeing  in  it  some  allu- 
sion to  threatening  letters  and  such  like 
menaces,  which  had  been  sent  to  well- 
disposed  tenants.  It  was  only  right, 
therefore,  that  men  on  both  sides  should 
speak  out  upon  this  subject,  and  show  that 
they  were  not  parties  to  a  Socialistic 
agitation,  which  was  endeavouring  to 
turn  men  who  would  be  honest  into  men 
who  could  hardly  be  distinguished  from 
rogues ;  while  the  agitators  themselves, 
taking  advantage  of  the  occasion  to 
carry  out  their  designs,  yet  took  care 
not  to  put  themselves  in  the  respon- 
sible position  of  those  whom  they 
advised  to  follow  a  particular  course. 
There  was  allusion  made  to  another 
point,  and  that  was  in  respect  of  certain 
legislative  measures  which  had  been 
passed.  But  he  could  not  be  deterred 
from  saying  that,  without  attempting  to 
repeal  the  Land  Act  of  1870  and  the 
Church  Act  of  1869,  harm  resulted  from 
such  legislation.     They  were  told  that 
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they  must  leave  those  Acts  where  they 
were;  but,  while  he  would  admit  that 
it  was  impossible  in  the  case  of  those 
measures  to  restore  what  had  been  taken 
away,  he  would  say  that  the  principles 
which  were  laid  down  in  them  had,  in- 
stead of  giving  the  relief  which  was 
foreshadowed,  only  whetted  the  appetite 
of  the  people  for  further  legislation  in 
the  same  direction.  In  that  sense,  there- 
fore, they  spoke ;  and,  while  assisting  the 
Executive  to  carry  out  the  law,  they 
could  not  be  prevented  from  saying  that 
in  the  measures  which  had  been  passed 
there  were  principles  laid  down  that  had 
brought  about  greater  evils  than  those 
which  those  measures  were  intended  to 
cure.  However,  he  hoped  that  as  re- 
garded the  Bill  before  the  House,  they 
would  all  heartily  act  together  and  en- 
deavour to  provide  means  for  the  relief 
of  that  distress  which  prevailed  in  Ire- 
land. 

Beport  of  Amendments  agreed  to. 
Bill  to  be  read  8*  on  Monday  next. 

ARMY  —  AUXILIARY  FORCES  —  THE 
VOLUNTEER  REVIEW  ON  EASTER 
MONDAY— ADDRESS  FOR  PAPERS. 

LoBD  CAMPBELL,  in  moving — 

"That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
Her  Majesty  for  Copies  of  the  despatches  from 
military  officers  in  general  command  of  the 
volunteer  reyiews  upon  successiye  Easter  Mon- 
days," 

said,  that  the.Govemment  had,  wisely  or 
unwisely,  resolved,  to  sanction  a  Volun- 
teer Beview  upon  the  ensuing  Easter 
Monday.  He  (Lord  Campbell),  the 
other  evening,  asked  for  a  Copy  of  the 
Report  of  Sir  Hope  Grant  made  in  1871 ; 
but  the  noble  Viscount  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  (Viscount  Bury) 
would  not  consent  to  produce  it  unless 
all  the  other  Heports,  which  were  less 
censorious,  were  produced.  It  would 
now  be  quite  unnecessary  to  say  any- 
thing more  upon  this  subject,  as  the 
whole  of  it  was  before  the  House.  His 
aim  was  not  to  cast  any  stigma  upon 
the  Auxiliary  Force  with  which  he  had 
been  connected,  but  he  wished  to  see 
what  Sir  Hope  Grant  had  reported  about 
them.  He  did  not  move  for  that  de- 
spatch for  his  private  information,  but 
in  the  public  interest;  and  in  now 
moving  for  the  whole  of  them,  as  he  did, 

Viscount  Cranhrook 


it  was  solely  in  deference  to  what  the 
noble  Viscount  had  sugg^ted  in  de- 
clining to  give  alone  the  particular  de- 
spatch in  question — namely,  that  he 
(Lord  Camp  Dell)  should  move  not  for 
one,  but  for  all.  He  therefore  hoped 
his  Motion  would  be  acceded  to. 

Moved,  that  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty  for  Copies  of  the  aespatches 
from  military  officers  in  general  command  of 
the  Yolunteer  reviews  upon  successiye  Easier 
Mondays."— (TA*  Lord  CampMl.) 

Viscoumr  BURY  said,  he  had  not 
suggested  that  the  noble  Lord  should 
move  for  all  these  despatches ;  but  what 
he  said  was,  in  answer  to  some  of  the 
observations  of  the  noble  Lord,  that  it 
would  be  hardly  flsur  to  have  a  Return 
of  one  despatch  which  was  unfiavourable, 
and  leave  out  of  the  bundle  all  those 
which  were  of  a  very  different  tenor. 
The  production  of  all  these  despatches 
would  not  be  of  any  general  interest. 
To  grant  the  Betum  would  require  a 
larffe  amount  of  Departmental  work, 
and  it  would  be  work  which  was  purely 
of  an  antiquarian  character,  and  not  of 
general  interest  to  the  public.  There 
were  16  or  17  of  them,  and  the  details 
were  of  matters  of  bygone  days,  and 
would  be  dreary  and  unprofitable  read- 
ing. He  had  himself  relations  with  a 
great  many  Volunteers,  and  he  had  not 
met  with  one  who  desired  to  have  these 
Reports.  It  should  be  remembered  that 
the  Volunteer  system  had  been  very 
much  changed  in  recent  years,  and 
really  no  good  purpose  could  be  served 
by  granting  the  Return.  Besidee,  suffi- 
cient publicity  had  been  given  to  ihenk 
at  the  time  by  the  insertion  of  them  in 
all  the  newspapers,  which  were  of  easy 
access  to  the  noble  Lord.  Not  only  that, 
but  they  had  all  been  published  in  Tk$ 
Volunteer  Service  Oautte,  a  copy  of  which 
could  be  purchased  for  the  small  sum  of 
3d. 

LoBD  CAMPBELL  said,  the  noUe 
Viscount  suggested  the  Motion,  and  lie 
(Lord  Campbell)  was  surprised  that  lie 
had  come  down  to  oppose  it. 

VisooxTNT  BUR  X  begged  the  noUe 
Lord's  pardon ;  he  did  not  suggest  it. 

Lord  CAMPBELL  said,  he  would  be 
perfectly  ready  to  accept  the  Beport  of 
sir  Hope  Grant,  and  would  not  mtk  for 
the  others.  The  Motion  was  not  of 
sufficient  importance  to  divide  the  House 
upon ;  however,  he  would  not  withdiaw 
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it,  but  leave  the  Gbyemment  to  negatiye 
it. 

On  Question?  Besohed  in  the  Negative. 

House  adjoamed  at  half  past 

Six  o'clock,  to  Monday  next, 

Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Uridag,  5th  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.]  —  Sblect  Committees  —  Public 
Works  Loans,  Merchant  Ships  Laden  in 
Bulk,  Public  Accounts,  tiominated. 

SuFPLT  —  eantidered  tn  Oommittes  —  Exchequer 
Bonds,  £3,410,000. 
Refoitttiotu  PMarch  4]  reported. 

Wats  and  Mbaks — considered  in  Committee — 
Gkmsolidated  Fond,  £3,982,902  3«.  Zd. ;  Con- 
soUdated  Fund,  £16,641,300. 

PmiTATE  Bill  (by  Order)  —  Second  Beading — 
Edinburgh  Suburban  and  Southsido  Junction 
RaUway*. 

Public  Bills — ReMolution*  in  Committee — Pro- 
bate of  Wills,  &c.  rStamp  Duties]. 

Firet  Reading  —  Parliamentary  Elections  and 
Corrupt  Practices  •  [102]. 

Third  Rmding—UotA  Debts  on  Entailed  Estates 
(Scotland)  *  [95],  and  pasted, 

QUESTIONS. 

POOR  -  LAW  —  UABILITY  TO  POOR 
RATES  —  OVERSEERS  OF  ST.  WER- 
BURGH  V.  HUTCHINSON. 

Sim  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  asked  the 
President  of  the  Local  Goyemment 
Department,  Whether  his  attention  has 
heea  called  to  the  case  of  the  overseers 
of  St.Werbnrgh  v.  Hutchinson,  reported 
in  the  "Justice  of  the  Peace"  for  6th 
December  last,  in  .which  it  was  decided 
that  when  an  outgoing  occupier  quits 
premi«eB  before  the  expiration  of  the 
period  for  which  a  poor  rate  is  made  and 
the  premises  remain  nnoccnpied,  the  out- 
going occupier  is  liable  for  the  whole  of 
the  rate ;  whether  he  has  considered  the 
mrmty  of  the  fine  thus  imposed  on 
persons  for  a  mere  change  of  residence ; 
and,  whether  he  is  prepared  to  propose 
mbj  amendment  of  the  Law  thus  de- 
clined? 

Mm.  SCLATER  -  BOOTH  :  Sir,  my 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  case  re- 


ferred to,  in  which  the  decision  was  to 
the  effect  stated  in  the  Question.  It  has 
been  the  law  ever  since  the  statute  of 
Elizabeth  that  a  poor-rate  which  is  made 
to  cover  prospective  expenditure  during 
the  estimated  period  becomes  due  imme- 
diately after  its  allowance  by  the  Jus- 
tices, and  the  occupier  at  that  time  is 
liable  to  pay  the  whole  amount.  If  this 
were  not  so  the  parish  officers  would  be 
involved  in  difficulty,  as  any  occupier 
might  allege  that  he  was  going  to  quit 
before  the  end  of  the  half-year,  and 
claim  to  pay  part  of  the  rate  only. 
With  regard  to  the  broken  periods  there 
is,  no  doubt,  some  complication.  If  an 
outgoing  tenant  has  not  paid  his  rates, 
the  law  provides  that  the  incoming 
tenant  shall  be  liable  for  so  much  as  is 
due  in  respect  of  his  own  term  of  occu- 
pation ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  out- 
going tenant  has  paid  the  rates  for  the 
whole  period,  it  is  doubtful  whether  he 
can  recover  the  like  proportion  from  the 
incoming  tenant.  To  this  extent,  per- 
haps, the  law  might  be  properly 
amended,  although  the  general  principle 
of  it  is  evidently  designed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers 
as  a  body.  It  would,  however,  entail 
endless  difficulties  if  an  occupier  could 
refuse  to  pay  his  full  rate  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  going  to  quit  before  the  end 
of  the  half-year,  or  if  the  overseers  were 
obliged  to  refund  to  him  a  portion  of  his 
rate.  Every  tenant  knows  what  his 
legal  obligations  are,  and  it  is  for  him 
when  taking  his  house  to  make  his  con- 
tract accordingly. 

CRIME  (IRELAND)— ATTACK  ON 

TENANT  RIGHT  MEETIKG 

AT   rORTADOWN. 

Mr.  O'DONNELL  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  If  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  reports  that,  on 
Wednesday  last,  a  public  meeting  to  ad- 
vocate Tenant  Right  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Portadown  was  attacked  by  a  large 
body  of  persons  armed  with  bludgeons 
and  other  weapons,  and  headed  by  a  band 
of  fifes  and  drums  playing  Orange  party 
tunes ;  whether  it  is  true  that  a  notice  or 
proclamation  had  been  previously  pub- 
lished denouncing  the  proposed  Tenant 
Right  meeting  as  disloyal  and  seditious, 
and  summoning  the  adversaries  of  Tenant 
Right  to  attend  and  oppose  it ;  whether 
it  18  true  that  many  of  the  advocates 
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of  Tenant  Hight  present  were  severely  day  next,  let  the  loyalists  of  Portadown  an<l 

struck  and  beaten  and  the  meeting  vio-  neighbourhood  assemble  in  their  thousand,  to 

lently  broken  up  ;  and,  whether  he  can  fote^t  against  this  exhibition  of  sedition  in  a 

«Duiv  J  1/iv/n.Du  uj, ,  ..u^,  ,T  uovuoi   u«  .■'.  town  which  has  so  long  maintained  a  repntation 

mtorm  the  House  why  the  authorities  for  loyalty  to  the  Crown  and  Constitution.   God 

took  no  precautions  for  the  defence  of  a  save  tiie  Queen." 

number  of  people  engaged  in  holding  a  _         .           ,...i        .      .,,.., 

public  meeting  ?  I  ™'i'»*  T.v?"'*^  ^^^"^  x^^  ^^^\  *'" 

Sib  THOMAS  M'CLURE  asked  the  Pfra^al  of  this  document  might  have 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  Whether  given  nse  to  some  apprehension  that  a 

any  of  the  persons  concerned   in  the  breach  of   the    peace    might    possibly 

attack  upon  a  pubUc  meeting  held  at  occur,  but  about  the  same  time  a  resola- 

Portadown  on  Wednesday  the  25th  ult.  ^<"'  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  Porta- 

for  the  purpose  of  urging  upon  Parlia-  ?°''°  9'*?8®  ^^«  ^"  ™»d«  V^^^"- 

ment  the    further    security    of    tenant  It  wasmthe  foUowingterms:- 

right  in  Ireland  had  been  made  amen-  *<  That  no  drums  or  dramming  parties  in  con- 

able ;  and,  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  nection  with  this  district  will  assemble  in  Porta- 

Govemment  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  ^^wn  on  Wednesday  for  the  nurpoee  of  inter- 

the  circumstances  connected  therewith  ?  i'Tl^l^^  ^S^'S^nn.^i  ni.  ""^^  ^^i 

Tkr       T    T  nxTrmrr^'n      a*     t  is    j  xi.   i.  and  that  we,  as  a  body  of  loyal  Orangemen,  will 

Mr.  J.  liUWiJllliK:  Sir,  i  fand  that  not  have  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the 

the  facts  are  substantially  as  stated  in  meeting." 

the  first  three  paraccraphs  of  the  Ques-  ...             ^i^  ^  .  *         ..       .1          « 

tion  of  the  hon  Member  for  Dungarvan  4?^°^  TJ^^^  information,  the  autho- 

(Mr.  O'DonneU).     With  respect  to  the  'ities  and  the  constabulary  arnved  at  the 

last  paragraph,   I  find  that    the  con-  f°cl«8ion  that  there  was  no  necessity 

stabulary  authorities,  both  before  and  iS^.,?"^^  exhibition  of  the  police  force, 

after  the  publication  of  the  notice  de-  With  regard  to  the  Question  of  th^  hon. 

nouncing  the  intended  gathering,  con-  ^f^^^^^?'  Londonderry  (Sir  Thomas 

suited  the  local  magistrates  as  to  the  M^Clure),  I  understand  that  no  person 

necessity  for  the  adoption  of  extraor-  l^as  been  made  amenable  to  the  law  with 

dinary  measures   of  precaution.      The  regard  to  these  transactions.  It,  howeTer, 

magistrates,  however,  among  whom  was  f ®^^^  ^^*^  ^?  P®"?^^  assaulted  to  insti- 

the  gentleman  who  occupied  the  position  ^^^  pr(>ceeding8  themselves,  and  until 

of  chairman  at  the  tonant-right  meeting,  ]^?  ^^^ult  of  such  proceedings  is  asoer- 

were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  there  ^^^^^  ^*  "^^"^^  ^?  premature  for  the 

was  no  necessity  for  precautionary  mea-  government  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion 

sures,  and  they  recommended  that  the  ^^  ^^®  matter, 
constabulary  should  not  be  displayed  in 

force  in  the  field  where  the  meeting  was  CENTRAL    COLLEGE    OP    TECHNICAL 

to  be  held.     In  defence  of  the  action  of  EDUCATION 
the  authorities,  I  think  it  right  to  place 

before  the  House  the  evidence    upon  Mr.  W.  H.  JAMES  asked  Mr.  Chan- 

which  they  had  to  form  their  judgment,  cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  If  the  Com- 

A  proclamation  was  published,  as  has  missioners  of   the  Exhibition  of  1851 

been  indicated.    It  ran  as  follows  : —  have  consented  to  recommend  the  aocept- 

•*To  the  Loyalists  of  Portadown  and  Neigh-  ance  of  the  proposals  made  to  them  Dy 

boorhood.— A  number  of  reckless  agitators,  the  City  and  Guilds  of  London  Institute 

nnder  pretence  of  endeavouring  to  ameliorate  for  the  purchase   of  land   frontine  the 

the  condition  of  the  tenant-farmers,  are  pro-  Exhibition  Road,  South  Kensinirton,  for 

mulgatmg  doctrmes  in  the  south  and  west  of  „    «^„i^«i   n^M*^     ^  m    v    •     1®  -nj 

Ireland  which,  if  acted  upon,  would  rupture  the  f.  Central  College  of  Technioal  Ednoa- 

bond  of  imion  between  England  and  Ireland,  "On ;  and,   if  ^  80,   whether  there  WOuld 

create  universal  anarchy  and  communism,  and  be  any  objection  to   produce  the  CoRe- 

plunge  the  country  into  the  horrors  of  a  civil  spondence  ? 

r^'  J^fJT'j!^'^  of  Ulster  has  hitherto  been  The  OH  ANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHB- 

happily  free  from  this  pestilential  agitation;  r\Tn?'D     a'     2:'*-"-*'^** ^*  *" *^v**«- 

but  latterljr  attempts  have  been  made  to  divert  ^^^  •   oir,  1  unaerstand  that  the  po- 

the  attention   of  the  tenant-farmers  from  the  posal  is  not   for  the  purchase,   but  the 

peaceable  industries  which  they  have  hitherto  gift  of  a    site  to  the  City  and  Chlildt' 

contentedly  pursued,  and  incite  them  to  a  de-  Institute  for  the  purpose  of  estabKshillff 

nunciation  of  their  landlords,  with  whom  the  1.1,^    r«^«4.««i    t«  f«i^  £•            o     1.              & 

most  cordial  relations  have  ip  to  the  present  ^^®    Central   InsUtutlon.     Suoh   a  pto- 

been  maintained.    Li  answer  to  the  so-called  P^sal  has  been  made,  and  at  present  IB 

tenant-farmers*  meeting  announced  for  Wednes-  under  consideration. 

Mr.  O'Donnell 
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to  impose  a  fino  of  one  guinoa  and  costs, 
or  one  month's  imprisonment  in  default 
of  payment.  The  prisoner  declared  that 
he  would  go  to  prison,  and  while  ho  was 
about  to  be  removed  the  police  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Bench  a  previous 
sentence  which  had  been  passed  upon 
him  without  the  option  of  a  fine.  It 
was  in  consequence  of  that  previous 
conviction,  and  for  no  other  reason,  that 
the  fine  of  one  guinea  had  been  increased 
in  amount. 


ORDINANCE  MAPS-HERTFORDSHIRE. 

Mb.  HALSET  asked  the  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works,  When  the  Ordin- 
ance Maps  on  the  25-inch  scale  will 
be  published  of  those  parishes  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  the  survey  of 
which  has  now  for  some  time  been  com- 
pleted ? 

Mb.  GERAItD  NOEL,  in  reply,  said, 
he  had  communicated  with  the  Director 
of  the  Survey,  who  informed  him  that 
the  snrvey  of  Hertfordshire  was  com- 
pleted, and  the  plans  of  a  25-inch  scale 
all  dzawn.  Maps  for  one-half  of  the 
eoonty  were  reaay,  and  it  was  hoped  the 
rest  would  be  completed  in  the  course 
of  the  next  18  montns. 


CBnnNAL     LAW— CASE    OF    MARTIN 

LEONARD. 

Mb.  EDOE  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
case  which  was  brought  before  the 
borough  justices  in  the  town  of  Ilanley 
on  Monday  the  2drd  of  February,  and 
which  was  reported  in  the  ''  Stafford- 
shire Advertiser"  of  Saturday  last,  in 
which  one  Martin  Leonard  was  charged 
with  being  drunk  and  disorderly,  and 
assaulting  a  police  officer,  and  was  fined 
by  the  bench  one  guinea  and  costs. 
Afterwards,  on  being  asked  by  the 
derk  of  the  court  if  he  had  any  goods 
to  be  distrained  upon,  Leonard  replied 
that  he  bad  a  matchbox  if  that  would 
do.  Whereupon  the  magistrates,  to 
mark  their  disapproval  of  his  in^lcnco, 
fined  the  prisoner  five  pounds  and  costs, 
or  two  months  imprisonment  in  default ; 
and,  whether  the  magistrates  in  this 
case  did  not  exceed  their  jurisdiction ; 
and  if  he  will  order  the  release  of  the 
prisoner  on  the  payment  of  the  original 

Mb.  ASSHETON  CROSS,  in  reply, 
said,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  if  the 
facta  of  the  case  were  as  stated  in  the 
Question,  the  magistrates  would  have 
azoeeded  their  jurisdiction.  It  appeared, 
however,  from  the  statement  of  the 
magistrates,  that  the  prisoner  was 
brought  before  them  on  two  charges 
— ^the  one  of  having  been  drunk  and 
disorderly,  and  the  other  of  having^ 
assaulted  the  police.  They  decided, 
dealing  Tery  leniently  with  those  charges, 


ARMY   RETIREMENT— THE  ROYAL 
WARRANT. 

Colonel  AEBUTHNOT  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Why  the 
Royal  Warrant  dealing  with  voluntary 
retirement  and  service  under  twenty 
years  of  age,  which  was  to  have  been 
circulated  on  1st  instant  (with  antedate 
of  5th  ultimo),  has  not  yet  been  issued 
from  the  War  Office ;  and,  whether  he 
has  any  objection  to  lajring  a  Copy  of 
the  same  upon  the  Table  of  the  House 
without  delay  ? 

Colonel  LOYD  LINDSAY :  Sir,  a 
copy  of  the  Warrant  is  at  this  moment 
lying  in  the  Library  of  the  House.  The 
delay  in  its  publication  was  owing  to 
there  being  more  printed  matter  in  it 
than  usual. 


MERCANTILE  MARINE— THE  •*  LOUISA 
FLETCHER"  OF  LIVERPOOL  (UN- 
SEAWORTHINESS). 

Mil.  BIGGAR  asked  the  Parliament- 
ary Socretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  If 
he  is  prepared  to  propocuto  the  owner 
of  the  ship  ''Louisa  Fletcher"  on  the 
charge  of  sending  an  unsea worthy  ship 
to  sea  ;  and,  if  not,  if  he  would  explain 
why  he  does  not  think  it  desirable  to 
do  so  ? 

Viscount  SANDON  :  In  the  absence 
of  my  hon.  Friend,  I  beg  to  be  allowed 
to  answer  the  Question.  I  have  referred 
all  the  official  Papers  connected  with 
the  case  to  my  legal  adviser  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  whether  any  offence 
has  been  committed  as  to  which  it  would 
bo  my  duty  to  direct  a  prosecution.  In 
the  meantime  I  can  give  no  opinion  on 
the  subject,  but  I  shall  be  ready  to  lay 
Papers  on  the  Table  of  the  House  if 
desired. 


Mr.  HIBBEET  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn 
to  the  stringent  conditions  laid  down  by 
the  High  Sheriff  of  Lancashire  for  the 
admission  of  reporters  to  Kirkdale 
Prison  during  the  executions  on  Tues- 
day last ;  whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
editors  of  some  of  the  Liverpool  news- 
papers declined  to  accept  such  conditions 
of  admission,  as  being  opposed  to  the 
spirit  of  freedom  in  which  English 
journals  are  conducted  ;  and,  whether, 
as  the  coroner  and  jury  who  held  the 
inquest  upon  the  bodies  unanimously 
condemned  the  exclusion  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Press  from  executions, 
he  will  at  once  issue  regulations  which 
will  not  only  permit  a  certain  number 
of  reporters  or  other  unofficial  witnesses 
to  be  present  at  an  execution,  but  will 
also  aUow  an  independent  statement  to 
be  given  to  the  public  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  law  has  been  carried  into 
effect  ? 

Mr.  ASSHETON  CROSS :  Sir,  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  an  erroneous  im- 
pression appears  to  prevail  on  the  part 
of  the  public  on  this  subject.  There 
seems  to  be  an  idea  that  executions  are 
carried  out  by  the  officers  of  the  gaol 
under  the  direction  of  the  Home  Secre- 
tary. Nothing  could  be  more  erroneous. 
I  nave  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter 
from  beginning  to  end.  The  condemned 
man  is  handed  over  to  the  High  Sheriff, 
who,  by  the  law,  is  the  person  appointed 
to  carry  out  the  execution,  and  I  pre- 
sume that  the  High  Sheriff  is  a  person 
of  the  highest  possible  standing  in  his 
county.  With  respect  to  this  particular 
case,  the  High  Sheriff  told  me  that  he 
was  perfectly  willing  that  unofficial 
persons  should  be  present ;  but  that  he 
had  a  very  strong  feeling — a  feeling 
which  I  believe  is  shared  by  every  hon. 
Gentleman  in  this  House — ^that  nothing 
can  be  more  injurious  to  the  public,  in 
any  form  or  shape,  than  those  descrip- 
tion of  executions  which  we  were  ac- 
customed to  see  in  the  newspapers  from 
time  to  time  for  a  long  series  of  years ; 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  nobody  wants 
that  kind  of  thing  to  be  revived.  Those 
hon.  Members  who  took  an  interest  in  the 
passing  of  the  Private  Executions  Act 
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CAPITAL    PUNISHMENT-THE  ^^"   T.T^^'  *^**  r*-    ""^^^^  ""^fw 

PRmovs    A(^T    iftfift      FYFOTTTIONS      P''®^®^*  *^®    demoralizing    scenes  that 
PRISONS    ACT,   1868  -  EXECUTIONS         j  ,  ^  ^    witnessed  by  a  mob  varying, 

IN  KIRKDALE  GAOL.  ^  J^aps,  from  200  to  2,000  persoTs  ai 

the  outside ;  but  if  these  descriptions  are 
to  go  on,  they  will  be  read,  not  by  2,000 
persons,  but  by  millions  throughout  the 
country,  and  great  harm  cannot  fail  to 
be  done  by  them.  Therefore,  as  I  have 
said,  I  do  not  believe  that  anybody 
would  care  to  revive  that  state  of  things. 
The  High  Sheriff  in  this  case,  according 
to  my  mind,  did  quite  right.  He  was 
quite  willing  that  the  representatives  of 
the  Press  should  be  present,  but  he 
wanted  to  take  precautions  that  no  such 
descriptions  as  I  have  referred  to  should 
appear.  I  think  that  he  was  quite 
right.  I  am  quite  aware  that  the  liberty 
of  the  Press  ought  not  to  be  interfered 
with  or  controlled.  I  believe  it  is  very 
likely  that  some  of  the  representatives 
of  the  Press  said  that  whenever  they  did 
go  they  must  go  unshackled.  But  if 
they  were  to  be  admitted  to  ezeoutions, 
and  if  the  descriptions  that  we  used  to 
have  are  again  to  go  forth  without  any 
control,  then  I  say  that  the  mischidP 
will  be  increased  tenfold.  What  I  stated 
the  other  night  I  now  state  ag^in — that 
these  matters  are  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  High  Sheriff,  and  I  do  not  think 
that  I,  as  Home  Secretary,  ought  to  in- 
terfere. I  have  not  the  smallest  objec- 
tion that  the  matter  should  be  left  to 
some  independent  authority,  but  the 
difficulty  is  to  get  independent  persons 
to  act.  What  I  stated  was,  that  I  would 
communicate  with  some  of  the  principal 
High  Sheriffs,  and  also  with  the  Visiting 
Justice,  to  see  if  any  arrangement 
could  be  made ;  but,  whatever  is  done, 
I  must  enter  my  most  emphatic  protest 
against  any  revival  of  those  old  descrip- 
tions which  we  used  to  have  of  execu- 
tions, which  caused  much  demoralisa- 
tion. 

Mr.  JOHN  BEIGHT :  Sir,  I  suppose 
I  am  not  in  Order  in  following  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  made  a  speech  upon  a 
very  Important,  I  think  a  very  painful, 
subject.  He  has  referred  to  waat  was 
recommended  by  the  Commission  on 
Private  Executions.  One  of  theobjec- 
tions  made  before  the  Commission— 
[  Cries  of  "  Order  V  and  "  Move ! "] 

Mr.  speaker  :  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  desires  to  put  a  Question 
arising  out  of  the  Answer  of  the  Seore* 
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taiy  of  Siato  for  the  Homo  Departmont, 
he  would  he  in  Order  in  doing  so. 

Mk.  JOHN  BRIGHT :  Sir,  that  I 
may  put  myself  in  Order,  if  the  House 
will  allow  me,  I  will  eoncludo  with  a 
Motion.  Amongst  the  witnesses  whoso 
eyidence  was  taken  hy  the  Capital  Pun- 
ishment Commission,  upon  wnich  I  sat, 
there  was  one  witness  who  was  entirely 
ag^nst  puhlic  executions,  hut  he  said 
that  he  was  greatly  afraid  that  if  private 
executions  were  permitted  capital  punish- 
ment would  very  soon  ho  aholished.  lie 
believed  that  the  puhlic  would  not  stand 
such  a  monstrous  state  of  things  as  that 
a  man  should  he  strangled  in  private 
and  the  public  should  know  nothing 
about  it.  That  is  my  ^opinion.  I  was 
against  public  executions  ;  I  am  against 
capital  punishment.  But  I  beliovo  that 
the  present  system  is  one  which  is  out- 
raging the  feelings  of  tho  public,  and 
that  the  High  Sheriff  of  Lancashire  has 
done  much  to  make  it  impossible  to  con- 
tinue private  executions  as  thoy  have 
been  carried  on.  I  beg  to  ask  them  tho 
question — I  will  not  intrude  further — 
if  we  and  the  country  are  to  understand 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  washes  his  hands  entirely 
of  tho  whole  matter,  and  leaves  it  in  tho 
hands  of  the  High  Sheriff,  who  may  be 
anybody  ?  I  have  been  at  Council  meet- 
ings where  the  high  sheriffs  are  chosen, 
and  I  know  how  they  are  chosen  and 
how  they  are  nominated,  and  I  happen 
to  know  several  of  them.  They  aro  only 
appointed  for  one  year ;  they  are  not, 
generally  speaking,  men  of  experience. 
They  may  bring  their  own  particular 
fashion  and  their  own  particular  thought 
into  such  a  transaction  as  this  just  for 
one  year.  I  wish  to  ask  the  rigiit  hon. 
Gentleman  if  the  House  and  if  tho 
country  is  to  understand  that  ho,  as 
Home  Secretary,  has  nothing  wliatovor 
to  do  with  the  matter,  and  that  Parlia- 
ment has  no  remedy  whatever,  except 
declaring  by  Resolution  its  opinion  on 
this  question  ?  It  is  something  pain- 
ful to  think  that  a  High  Sheriff  may 
exercise  his  private  judgment  as  ho 
pleases  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  I  bog 
to  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mb.  MITCHELL  HENRY,  in  second- 
ing  the  Motion,  said,  it  was  right  that 
the  House  should  know  that  executions 
as  they  were  now  conducted  wero  in 
many  respects  experimental.  Tho  pre- 
sent executioner  was  an  individual  who 


seemed  to  be  at  liberty  to  put  into  prac- 
tice any  particular  theory.  The  question 
was  a  much  more  serious  one  than  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  seemed  to  think.  It 
was  quite  clear  to  his  mind  that  if  the 
matter  were  loft  in  the  position  in  which 
the  Secretary  of  State  seemed  determined 
to  leave  it — that  was  to  say,  to  the 
caprice  or  judgment  of  one  person,  the 
High  Sheriff,  who  varied  in  accordance 
with  the  number  of  counties  and  from 
year  to  year — the  public  would  no  longer 
tolerate  private  executions  at  all.  The 
lecture,  he  might  add,  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  road  to  the  news- 
papers must,  if  it  were  to  be  attended  to, 
bo  extended  in  other  directions,  and  their 
columns  must  be  revised  in  connection 
with  other  subjects.  What  he  desired 
particularly,  however,  to  point  out  was 
that  those  executions  were  in  the  nature 
of  experiments.  Formerly  criminals 
were  executed  in  this  country  by  the 
process  of  strangulation  ;  but  at  present 
they  were  deprived  of  life  by  the  disloca- 
tion of  the  neck  and  the  tearing  of  the 
muscles  which  united  the  neck  to  the 
head,  and  the  House  ought  to  know  that 
on  one  occasion  when  an  experiment  of 
tho  kind  was  made,  a  man  s  head  was 
actually  pulled  off.  In  the  case  which 
ho  referred  to,  tho  rope  was  of  a  par- 
ticular character  and  the  drop  of  a  par- 
ticular length.  The  rope  was  too  un- 
yielding and  the  drop  too  long,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  man's  head  was 
jerked  off  his  body.  If  there  had  been 
no  reporters  present,  the  circumstances 
of  that  case  would  never  have  been 
known  to  the  public;  and  the  country, 
ho  was  sure,  would  not  stand  having  ex- 
ecutions carried  on  in  private  unless 
tliero  worn  independent  witnesses  who 
would  narrate  to  tho  public  as  much  or 
as  little  as  tluy  pleased,  on  their  own 
rosponsibility,  of  tho  horrifying  and 
bungling  incidents  that  frequently  oc- 
curred. Ho  entered  his  protest  against 
the  doctrine  which  had  been  enunciated 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  he  trusted 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
hinisolf  lay  down  regulations,  and  not 
leave  tho  matter  to  the  caprice  of  High 
Sheriffs. 

[Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  this  House  do  now  adjourn.'* — 
(.1/r.  John  Bright.) 

^Ir.  IIIBBKRT  wished  to  explain  the 
reason  why  he  had  put  his  Question. 
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He  quite  agreed  with  the  desire  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  do  away  with 
sensational  reports  in  newspapers;  but 
the  reason  he  had  asked  the  Question 
was  that,  owing  to  the  passing  of  the 
Prisons  Act,  the  position  of  matters  had 
been  entirely  changed.  When  the  Act 
was  passed  substituting  intermural  for 
public  executions,  power  was  retained  to 
the  High  Sheriff  and  Visiting  Justices 
to  allow  a  certain  number  of  the  general 
public  to  be  admitted  to  executions.  By 
the  Prisons  Act,  however,  the  powers  of 
the  Visiting  Justices  in  regard  to  the 
admission  of  independent  witnesses  had 
been  transferred  to  the  Home  Secretary. 
Therefore,  he  (Mr.  Hibbert)  thought  he 
was  justified  in  asking  the  Home  Secre- 
tary whether,  as  the  Visiting  Justices 
had  now  no  power  to  permit  the  admis- 
sion of  a  limited  numoer  of  persons  at 
the  time  an  execution  was  taking  place, 
he  was  prepared  to  lay  down  regulations 
which  would  admit  of  the  presence  of 
some  of  the  public  at  executions  ?  But  he 
should  like  it  to  be  clearly  understood 
that  he  had  not  the  slightest  sympathy 
with  the  publication  of  sensational  arti- 
cles, nor  had  he  the  least  desire  that  any 
member  of  the  Press, 'or  others  who  were 
admitted  into  the  prison,  should  make 
use  of  their  presence  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  ASSHETON  CROSS :  I  must, 
Sir,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  do  so,  rather 
deprecate  discussion  on  this  matter.  It 
seems  to  me  rather  contrary  to  the  ruling 
which  fell  from  the  Chair  a  few  days  ago, 
and  this  certainly  cannot  be  a  matter  of 
imminence — ("**  Oh !  "] — there  is  no  exe- 
cution immediately  pending  that  I  know 
of.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  have 
an  opportunity — [Mr.  Jonx  Bright  : 
No !] — well,  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  have  an  ample  opportunity 
another  time  of  putting  a  Question  on 
going  into  Committee  of  Supply  or  other- 
wise; and  rather  than  interrupt  the 
ordinary  course  of  Business,  which  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  distinctly  at  variance 
with  the  ruling  of  the  Speaker  twice  over 
in  one  night,  it  appears  to  me  that  it 
would  be  better  to  take  that  course. 
Having  said  that,  I  am  perfectly  willing 
to  answer  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
Question.  I  do  not  think  he  could  have 
been  in  the  House  when  this  question 
was  raised  a  night  or  two  ago ;  but  what 
I  stated  then,  and  what  I  believe  I  stated 
this  afternoon,  was  that  I  had  promised 
to  put  myself  in  communication  with  the 

Mr,  ffihhert 


High  Sheriffs  and  Visiting  Committe«e 
of  the  prisons  to  see  what  understanding 
could  be  come  to.  [Mr.  John  Bright 
dissented.]  I  have  stated  so  twice  over. 
What  I  stated  was,  that  I  should  put 
myself  in  communication  with  them  to 
see  what  arrangements  could  be  made. 
What  I  state  now  is,  that  no  one  wishes 
that  sensational  paragraphs  should  ap- 
pear, but  no  one  would  object  to  inde- 
pendent criticism.  That  is  all  I  wished 
to  say. 

The  Marquess  of  HARTINQTON: 
Sir,  I  do  not  rise  to  continue  the  debate 
on  this  question ;  but  I  wish  to  protest 
against  the  lecture  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  thought  it  necessary  to 
administer  to  my  rignt  hon.  Friend.  I 
see  no  analogy  whatever  between  the 
case  which  has  arisen  to-night,  and  that 
which  was  adverted  to  by  the  Speaker 
a  few  nights  ago.  Upon  that  occasion 
the  Speaker  ruled — and  ruled  very  pro- 
perly, I  think — that  it  was  irregular  to 
refer  to  debates  which  had  taken  place 
in  this  House  during  the  present  Sesinon, 
and  also  irregular  and  hignly  inexpedient 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  by  Ques- 
tions on  the  conduct  of  Members  as  to 
pledges  they  had  or  had  not  g^ven  to 
their  constituents;  and  the  Speaker 
pointed  out  that  those  irreg^laritiee  were 
not  covered  by  a  Motion  for  the  Adjourn- 
ment of  the  House.  It  appears  to  me 
that  it  is  a  very  different  case,  indeed, 
when  an  hon.  Member  rises  to  make  some 
observations  which,  in  his  opinion,  are 
called  for  by  the  very  elaborate  Answer 
— which  amounted  aknost  to  a  speech — 
which  has  just  been  g^ven  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  Whether  Answers  of 
the  kind  are  desirable,  or  whether  it  is 
desirable  that  debateis  on  short  Notice 
should  arise  in  this  way  or  not,  I  will 
not  say.  Certainly  there  is  no  analogy 
whatever  between  the  case  adverted  to 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the 
present  case  on  which  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  spoken ;  but  I  do  not  think 
my  right  hon.  Friend  has  fairly  laid  him- 
self open  to  the  strictures  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  

The  chancellor  of  thb  EXGHE- 
QUKR :  Sir,  I  likewise  do  not  desire  at 
all  to  enter  upon  the  sulneot  to  which  the 
Question  refers ;  but  I  do  think  it  is  of 
importance  that,  if  we  are  to  have  any 
regularity  in  our  proceedings,  there 
should  be  care  exercised  in  allowinR  the 
practice  of  raising  debates  upon  Ones- 
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tions  in  this  way.  If  it  is  always  to  bo 
lield  that  when  a  Question  is  put  to  a 
Minister,  and  the  Answer  does  not  satisfy 
the  Gentleman  who  puts  it,  an  oppor- 
tunity is  to  be  taken  of  moving  the  Ad- 
joammont  of  the  House,  and  of  spring- 
ing a  discussion  upon  it,  we  destroy  the 
whole  of  the  system  by  which  Motions 
get  precedence  one  of  another,  and  at 
any  time  we  may  have  questions  raised 
without  Notice.  Without  saying  that 
there  are  no  cases  in  which  some  lati- 
tude ought  to  be  allowed,  we  ought  to 
carefully  restrain  the  practice ;  but  I 
have  heard  you.  Sir,  on  former  occasions 
reprobate  or  deprecate  the  practice  of 
raising  discussions  on  Answers  which 
were  g^ven  by  Ministers  relative  to 
Answers  which  were  not  considered 
satisfactory  to  the  Questions  as  one 
most  injurious  to  the  order  of  our  pro- 
ceedin  ats  • 

Mb.  GLADSTONE:  Sir,  Hkemy  noblo 
Friend  near  me,  I  did  not  intend  to  en- 
ter upon  this  question ;  but  a  point  of 
considerable  importance  in  connection 
with  the  order  of  our  proceedings  has 
arisen  out  of  the  debate.  The  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  I  think,  is  provid- 
ing against  a  danger  that  does  not  exist. 
He  seems  to  suppose  that  there  is  a  dis- 
position somewhere  on  this  Bench  to 
hold  that  whenever  an  Answer  eiven  by 
a  Minister  is  unsatisfactory  to  the  ques- 
tioner, a  Motion  of  Adjournment  should 
be  moved.  I  will  go  as  far  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  deprecating  the  Mo- 
tion of  Adjournment.  Many  a  time  I 
have  winced  and  smarted  under  thorn, 
especially  on  one  or  two  occasions  on 
which  I  remember  they  had  been  made 
by  Gentlemen  whom  I  see  sitting  oppo- 
aite.  But  the  real  case,  I  think,  is  this. 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Home  Se- 
cretary was  led — and  I  cannot  in  the 
slightest  degree  blame  him  for  it — to  re- 
ply to  a  Question  by  what  was  virtually 
a  speech  upon  a  subject  which  is  not 
Tiewed  with  the  same  warmth  of  feeling 
by  all  Members  of  the  House,  but  whicli 
is  viewed  with  great  warmth  and  depth 
of  feeling  by  certain  other  Members. 
I  am  sure  my  right  hon.  Friend  would 
be  the  last  man  to  encourage  Motions  of 
this  kind  upon  slight  occasion;  but  it 
did  appear  to  him  that  this  was  one  of 
the  exceptional  cases  on  which  the  Chan- 
cellor Of  the  Exchequer  thinks  that 
Motions  may  be  made.  I  cannot  see 
that  censure  is  due  to  my  right  hon. 


Friend  for  having  set  forth  very  clearly, 
and  by  no  moans  at  undue  length,  his 
views  on  a  question  of  great  interest  and 
importance.  I  never  made  a  Motion 
under  such  circumstances  myself,  and  I 
trust  I  never  shall ;  but  my  right  hon. 
Friend,  having  a  strong  feeling  on  the 
matter,  had,  I  think,  a  very  fair  justifi- 
cation for  the  Motion  out  of  the  speech 
made,  also,  I  think,  without  blame,  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  think  we 
may  now  let  the  discussion  drop,  espe- 
cially as  nobody  has  been  very  much 
hurt. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

ORDERS   IN    COUNCIL— PUBLICATION. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  If  he  is  aware  that 
the  Orders  in  Council,  to  which  he  re- 
ferred as  being  in  the  Library,  are  not 
in  the  Library  for  dates  after  1858  ;  and 
if  he  will  cause  the  subsequent  ones  to 
be  sent  thpre  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  Sir,  the  Orders 
in  Council  are  to  be  found  in  The  Gazettes, 
which  are  in  the  Library  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  There  have  this  day  been 
supplied  to  the  Library  bound  copies  of 
the  Admiralty  Orders  in  Council  up  to 
Juno,  1873.  Since  that  date  the  Ad- 
miralty Orders  in  Council  have  not  been 
bound.  It  will,  I  think,  be  desirable 
that  they  should  be  bound,  and  issued 
as  a  book  or  books.  The  Orders  in 
Council  issued  since  1873  shall  be  sup- 

Elied  to  the  Library,  and  there  will  also 
e  supplied  copies  of  all  future  Orders 
in  Council  as  they  are  issued. 

NAVY— re('rp:ation  cjrounds  at 

PORTSMOUTH. 

LordCHAELES  BERESFOED  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  If  the 
Admiralty  are  going  to  grant  any  help 
towards  the  proposed  recreation  ground 
for  the  Officers,  Blue  Jackets,  Marines, 
and  Soldiers,  at  Portsmouth  ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  in  money,  labour,  or  material  ? 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  Sir,  the  ques- 
tion of  providing  a  recreation  ground 
for  the  Navy  and  Army  at  Portsmouth 
has  been  under  the  consideration  of  a 
joint  committee  of  Officers  of  both  Ser- 
vices at  Portsmouth,  and  their  Report, 
which  includes  the  questions  of  the  ex- 
pense which  may  be  contributed  from 
Navy  funds,  or  of  any  assistance  which 
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may  be  providGd  from  the  Dockyard  is  CORONERS'  FEES  (IRELAND), 

now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Ad-  ,    , 

miralty.  ^^-  O'CLEEY  asked  Mr.   Attorney 

General  for  Ireland,  Whether  the  Grand 

RETURN  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CIVIL  Jury  of  Carlow  had  a  discretionary  power 

o.^^.r^^^  ^^^^  , ^  ^^^  r.,^  *^^.^^  to  disallow  the  Coroners  fees  for  hold- 

SERVICE  EXGAGED  IN  TRADING.  j„g  ^j  ^^^^^^^  -^  ^^^  ^t„^  ^^^  ^ 

Mr.  BLAKE  asked  the  Secretary  of  suited. from  drunkenness;  in  case  the 

State  for  the  Home  Department,  If  ho  Grand  Jury  have  not  that  power,  whe- 

can  state  when  the  Eetum,  ordered  at  ther  the  Coroner  can  include  such  dis- 

the  close  of  the  last  Session  of  Parlia-  allowed  fees  in  his  next  presentment ; 

ment,  of  the  names  of  all  Civil  Servants  and,  if  such  powers  are  vested  in  Grand 

now  in  the  pay  of  the  Government  who  Juries,  will  he  explain  how  it  is  that,  in 

are  engaged  in  trading  for  profit,  will  he  the  form  for  Eetums  to  Government  by 

presented  ?  Coroners,  there  is  a  separate  column  for 

Me.  ASSHETON  CEOSS,  in  reply,  such  cases  ? 

said,  that  all  Departments  of  the  Go-  The   ATTOENEY    GENERAL   for 

vemment  had  been  applied  to  on  the  IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson):    Sir,  under 

subject  by  the   Home   Office,  but  that  9  &  10  Vict.  c.  87,  the  Grand  Jury  have 

answers  from  all  of  them  had  not  yet  the  duty   cast   on  them  of  examining 

been  received.     If  he  did  not  receive  the  and  approving  the   Coroner's  abstract 

information  soon,  he  would  send  another  and  account  of  the  inquisitions  held  by 

notice  to  the  Departments.  him,  and  they  are  empowered  to  examine 

the  Coroner  upon  oath  as  to  their  cor- 
rectness ;  and  it  follows  that  in  taking 

MERCANTILE  MARINE— THE  ELECTRIC  these  steps  they  are  clothed  with  a  dis- 

LIGHT  IN  LIGHTHOUSES.  cretionary  power.    If  the  Coroner  is  dis- 

■»«■     x-riA      1    J  XI-     T*     -J     I.    !>  ^^1  satisfied  with  the  action  of  the  Ghrand 

Mr.  lea  asked  the  President  of  the  j        ^^  any  point,  it  is  open  to  him  to 

Board  of  Trade    If  sufficient  informa-  apply  to  the  Judge  of  AssiL  on  the  sub- 

tion  has  been  obtained  to  warrant  a  de-  .^^/  j^  reference  to  the  hist  paragraph 

cision  as  to  the  general  use  of  the  Elec-  '^^  ^^^  Question,  I  may  draw  the  itten- 

trie  Light  m  Lighthouses ;  if  not,  when  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^   Member  to  the  fact  thai 

he  expects  to  obtain  such  information  ?  ^  ^y^^  Returns  the  column  containing 

VisooxmrSANDON:  Sir,  It  rests  with  ^^^^  ^^3  ^  ^y^j,  ^ho  verdict  was 

the  Lighthouse  authorities  to  make  any  *.  Death    from  excessive  drinkine,"  is 

proposal  for  the  adoption  of  the  electric  ^^  ^^^r  the  more  general  heading 

hght.     No  such  proposal  is  now  before  ^^  .^^^^^  f^^  natural  causes." 
us,  and  it  does  not  belong  to  the  Board 

of  Trade  to  originate  action  on  this  mat-  p  a  "rt  j  a MTgNT— Tiry.  EASTER 

ter.     The  hon.  Member  will  find  in  the  RECESS, 

evidence  appended  to  the  Report  of  the  ^     i^TT  *  -dt  xia  m  T^TT  xro  •        •    ^ 

Select  Committee  on  Lighting  by  Elec-  ^"^^^^^^  W.DILKE  inquired, 

tricity  which  sat  last  Session  some  most  Whether  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Exche- 

interesting  and  exhaustive  statements  quer  had  chwiged  his  arrangements  for 

respectinir  the  use  and  cost  of  the  electric    ^^®^^^^??JX^  ^  ^^  , 

ligfit  in  lighthouses.  ^^^^?^^^?  ^' T?*?^???- 

^            ^  QUER :  Sir,  When  the  noble  Lord  (the 

Marquess  of  Hartington)  put  his  Quea- 

IRISH  NATIONAL  SCHOOL  TEACHERS,  tjj^  ^^  ^t  the  beginn»g  of  yerter- 

Mb.  DODDS  asked  the  Secretary  to  day's  Sitting  I  had  received  no  Notice  of 

the  Treasury,  Whether  rules  for  the  ad-  his  intention  to  do  so,  and  I  gave  a 

ministration  of  **  The  National  School  doubtful  answer  as  to  the  precise  day 

Teachers    (Ireland)    Act,    1879,"   have  on  which  I  hoped  the  House  might  rise 

been  made  pursuant  to  that  Act ;  and,  if  — namely,  Thursday,  the  25th  instant, 

not,  when  it  is  intended  to  make  them,  In  the  course  of  the  evening  several 

and  present  them  to  Parliament  ?  Gentlemen,  including  the  hon.  Member 

Sir  HENRT  SELWIN-IBBETSON  :  for  Chelsea,  represented  to  me  that  it 

Sir,  the  rules  in  question  were  presented  would  be  more  convenient  for  hon.  Mem- 

to  Parliament  on  the  5th  of  February,  hers  that  we  should  rise  on  Tuesday,  tfie 

the  day  on  which  Parliament  met.  2drd,  which  it  was  suggested  might  be 

Mr.  IF.  JET.  Smith 
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m  done  in  previous  years, 
ment  taking  a  Morning 
:  Tuesday  for  such  Busi- 
18  or  which  must  be  got 
iie  Easter  Holidays.  As 
[;hty  I  shall  be  very  glad 
opt  that  plan  if  it  should 
le ;  but,  of  course,  it  must 
hat  on   the  progress  of 


OF   THE   DAY, 

Y- COMMITTEE. 

nmittee  read. 

,  and  Question  proposed, 
Baker  do  now  leaye  the 

\  LIQUORS   (LICENCES). 

ASOLXTTION. 

ID  LAW80N:    Sir,  I 

the  Amendment    which 

lame — 

h  as  the  ancient  and  avowed 
Off  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating 
ply  a  supposed  public  want, 
^  to  the  public  welfare,  this 
on  that  a  legal  power  of  re- 
or  renewal  of  licences  should 
nds  of  the  persons  most  deeply 
cted,  namely,  the  inhabitants 
re  entitled  to  protection  from 
qoences  of  the  present  svstom, 
leasure  of  local  option. 

T,  that  I  shall  not  be 
'ringing  forward  a  subject 
the  greatest  importance, 
in  this  House  shows  that 
rest  taken  in  this  question 
ure,  equalled  out-of-doors, 
any  excuse  for  bringing 
Brard — if  I  want  any  rea- 
be  yery  great  evil  that  I 
I  think  I  could  find  that 
better  than  in  a  speech 
ht  hon.  Gentleman  the 
le  Exchequer  made  at  the 
ir.  I  will  just  quote  one 
that  speech,  which  was 
meetine  of  the  Licensed 
xeter.  In  speaking  there, 

nmkenness  become  more  and 
day.     If  we  examine  into  the 
»re  and  more  impressed  ^-ith 
which  arise  from  it." 

on.  Oentleman  concluded 


se  of  the    country   is  fairly 
mbject." 


Well,  I  believe  this  is  the  case.  Thisisthe 
reason  why  I  bring  the  subject  before  the 
House ;  and  I  hope  that  hon.  Gentleman 
will  not  for  a  moment  be  possessed  with 
the  idea  that  this  is  a  teetotal  question — 

I  mean  one  which  is  only  interesting  to 
those  who  advocate  temperance  or  total 
abstinence.  We  are  not  here  to  discuss 
whether  drunkenness  is  a  sin  or  a  vice ; 
but  we  are  discussing  a  national  ques- 
tion— whether  drunkenness  and  drinking 
which  exist  to  so  large  an  extent  in  this 
country  is  not  a  national  evil,  and  there- 
fore one  which  it  behoves  the  House  to 
deal  with  in  the  best  way  it  can.  Now, 
Sir,  I  will  endeavour  to  say  something 
about  the  power  which  we  have  of  deal- 
ing with  this  evil ;  and  I  think  that 
everyone  will  agree  with  me  when  I  say 
that  the  laws  which  we  have  now  for  the 
regulation  and  distribution  of  drink 
amongst  the  people  in  this  country  are 
not  perfect  laws.  I  think  that  most 
people,  and  that  all  parties  in  the  House, 
will  agree  that  they  might  be  improved, 
or,  at  any  rate,  that  they  are  not  working 
thoroughly  satisfactorily.  It  may  be  held 
that  those  laws  are  so  arranged  that 
there  are  some  people  who  procure  too 
little  drink;  but  everybody  will  agree 
that  they  are  so  arranged  that  a  great 
many  people  get  too  much,  more  than  is 
good  for  them,  and  more  than  is  good 
for  the  State.  Sometimes  people  talk  of 
Free  Trade  ;  but  I  do  not  think  I  need 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  in  arguing 
against  Free  Trade  in  drink.  That  is 
very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  an  exploded 
idea.  The  House  must  remember  that 
it  is  because  Free  Trade  in  drink  failed 
— because  it  was  found  impossible  to 
allow  the  sale  of  liquor  in  the  same  way 
as  other  commodities — it  was  because  of 
that  that  you  have  had  to  do  away  with 
Free  Trade  and  to  resort  to  a  system 
which  is  sometimes  called  a  restrictive 
system,  and  sometimes  called  a  regulated 
monopoly.  This  is  rather  an  important 
matter  to  remember.  We  have  tried 
what  we  may  call  alcoholic  facilities  in 
almost  every  shape  in  the  coimtry.  The 
House  will  remember  that  50  years  ago 
great  ofifurts  were  made  to  promote  so- 
briety by  giving  the  people  cheap  beer. 
The  cry  was — "  Cheap  wholesome  beer 
to  keep  people  from  spirits ; "  but  I 
think  that  everyone  will  agree  that  that 
Act  failed.    It  had  to  bo  abandoned  about 

II  years  ago.     In  1860,  the  then  Prime 
Minister  (Mr.  Gladstone)  made  a  point 
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of  introducing  cheap  wines,  and  gave 
facilities  for  doing  that.     That  was  done 
with  the  very  best  intention,  and  some 
people  thought  it  would  be  some  good ; 
but  again  that  has  utterly  failed,  as  all 
agree,  in  checking  a  great  evil.     Then 
we  had  the  licensed  grocers,  whom  we 
hear  so  much  about.     That  was  another 
system  of  dealing  with  the  evil ;    but 
everyone  agrees  that  the  licensed  grocers 
are  most  injurious  to  the  community — 
[**  No,  no  !  "]. — at  least,  almost  everyone 
will  agree,  but  not  absolutely  everyone. 
I  beg  pardon  of  the  House.     I  should 
not  generalize  on  this  matter.     It  is 
principally  the  publicans  who  condemn 
the  licensed  grocers,  and  who  say  that 
they  are  the  cause  of  all  the  crime  and 
immorality  of  the  country,  and  they  are 
making  a  great  attack  upon  licensed 
g^cers,  in  which  I  heartily  join ;  and 
when  we  have  succeded  in  putting  down 
licensed  grocers,    I  hope  the  licensed 
g^cers  will  join  me  in  attacking  the 
publicans.     I  may  say  that  for  genera- 
tions now  we  have  tried  to  arrange  the 
How,  the  When,  and  the  Where  to  supply 
drink  to  the  people ;  and  I  am  entitled  in 
my  ar^ment  to  assume  that  we  have 
made  uie  law  as  perfect  as  we  could  make 
it,  because  all  the  ereat  Parties  in  the 
State  have  tried  their  hand  at  it.  Every- 
body remembers  Lord  Aberdare's  Bill — 
the  Licensing  Bill  of  the  late  Liberal 
Government — and  everybody  remembers 
— we  have  painful  cause  to  remember — 
the  Licensing  Bill  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment, and  which  was  the  best  they 
oould  do  for  us.    And  when  both  Go- 
vernments had  tried  to  amend  the  sys- 
tem— and  they  both  failed — we  had  one 
of  the  most  important  Committees  ever 
nominated  ;  I  allude  to  the  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Lords  on  Intemperance. 
It  sat  for  the  long  period  of  neany  three 
years  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  intem- 
perance in  this  country  and  the  causes 
which  led  to  it,  and  whether  it  could  be 
cured  by  any  legislation.     Eemember 
this  was  a  very  valuable  Committee,  and 
it  has  proved  very  valuable  to  a  variety 
of  people.     The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  hardly  ever  made 
a  speech  for  some  years  without  hoping 
that  the  Lords'  Committee  would  soon 
report.     It  was  the  greatest  godsend  to 
him  that  over  a  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  had  ;  for  he  never 
received  a  deputation  from  Teetotalers, 
Tipplers,  Good  Templars,  Licensed  Vic- 
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tuallers,  or  anybody  else,  but  he  must 
conclude — as  you  will  see  if  you  look  at 
his  speeches — that  the  whole    subject 
was  under  the  serious  oonsideration  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  but  that, 
unfortunately,   nothing  could  be  done 
until  the  House  of  Lords'  Committee 
had  reported.    Well,  it  has  reported.    I 
was  all  on  tip-toe  of  anxiety  to  know 
what  would  be  done.    I  asked  last  Ses- 
sion from  the  Ministers  what  they  meant 
to  do  ?  but,  of  course,  they  were  unable 
to  give  me  any  information  on  the  sub- 
ject then.    I  took  the  first  opportunity  I 
had  this  Session  of  asking  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  again  what  steps  the 
Government  meant  to  take  in  oi^er  to 
carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Lords'  Committee  ? — and  there  were  20 
recommendations  of  that  Committee^  all 
of  them,  I  am  happy  to  say,  going  in 
my  direction,  and  tending  to  reduce  the 
facilities  for  the  sale   of  intoxicating 
drink.     But,   instead  of  obtaining  any 
satisfactory  reply,  I  have  always  been 
assured  that  the  Government  are  goinff 
to  do  nothing ;  therefore,  as  I  have  said 
already,  I  am  justified  in  conduding  that 
the  licensing  system  is  not  going  to  be 
amended  by  this  House  and  by  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  that  fienon,  and  that 
it  is  intended  to  allow  it  to  continue  as 
at  present.    Therefore,  let  me  describe 
that  system,  and  then  proceed  to  show 
what  I  would  propose  as   an  amend- 
ment of  the  present  ^stem.    I  have 
said  that  we  have  first  to  consider  how 
this  drink  is  obtained;  and  here  you 
notice  the  curious  fact  that  there  ia  no 
other  trade  in  existence  in  which  oha« 
racter  is  so  strongly  insisted  upon  except 
that  of  the  Churoi.    An  applicant  for  a 
licence  has  to  go  before  a  magistrate  to 
prove  the  soundness  of  his  character, 
and  once  a-year  he  has  to  go  up  again 
to  show  that  he  still  retains  that  excel- 
lent character  that  he  had  at  first.    I  do 
not  think  I  can  give  the  Licensed  Yic- 
tuallers  too  high  a  character;  because 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  that 
remarkable  speech,  which  has  been  such 
a  groat  blessing  to  me,  that  he  made 
at  Exeter,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer described  *Hhe  publicans  and  beer- 
shop-keepers  of  this  country  as  of  the 
very  highest  class."     He  went  to  Scrip- 
ture, and  said — *'If  you  turn  to    the 
pngos  of  the  Old  Testament " — [Zmugh^ 
ter.] — these  are  the  Chancellor's  words 
,  remember,  not  mine— 
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**  Too  wOl  canitantly  fee  that  mine  host  is 
the  penon  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  that 
he  exerdiee  a  Tery  considerable  influence  and 
authority  witi^  teptxd  to  those  who  come  under 
his  honpitalit^^ ;  and  I  need  not  say  that  this  is 
a  position  whidi  he  has  not  altogether  lost  in 
the  present  day.  We  know  very  well  that  when  a 
■tranger  goes  into  a  town  or  country,  and, 
perhaps,  requires  information  and  assistance, 
mine  nost  is  the  man  to  whom  he  naturally 
applies  to  glTe  him  the  assistance  and  the  sup- 
post  which  he  requires.*' 

If  I  am  not  miBtaken,  I  see  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Southwark  (Mr. 
Clarke)  sitting  opposite  to  me.  We  are  all 
glad  to  see  him  in  the  House — not  as  a 
politician,  but  as  a  man — and  I  am  quite 
sure  he  will  endorse  the  words  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  say 
that  when  a  stranger  or  a  candidate 
goes  into  any  town,  he  finds  all  the  sup- 
port and  assistance  which  he  requires 
uom  the  Licensed  Victuallers.  §ir,  I 
aaj  seriously  that  I  do  not  wish  to  run 
down  the  Licensed  Victuallers.  I  think 
there  is  nothing  more  foolish  than  getting 
up  and  calling  them  all  sorts  of  names. 
It  has  been  done  now  and  then  by  some 
of  those  who  take  what  is  called  an  ex- 
treme temperance  view ;  but  any  man 
who  does  that  damages  the  cause  in 
which  he  is  engaged.  I  wish  to  give 
them  every  credit.  I  should  no  more 
blame  the  publican  than  I  should  blame 
the  faggot-voter.  Both  of  them  are 
carrying  on  a  legal  business,  and  those 
who  revile  them  revile  this  House,  which 
allows  faggot  votes  and  other  evils  to 
exist ;  and  when  we  run  them  down  we 
are  running  down  ourselves,  since  we 
gave  them  the  commission  to  carry  on 
their  trade.  Then  we  come  to  the  When 
this  traffic  is  to  be  carried  on,  and  here 
the  law  has  most  carefully  dealt  with  it ; 
because  we  in  this  House  have  been 
eonstantly  called  upon  to  say  the  hours, 
the  days,  the  times,  and  seasons  licensed 
houses  should  be  open.  There  is  to  be 
no  Sunday  drinking  in  Scotland,  and  no 
Sunday  drinking  in  Ireland,  except  in 
four  or  five  of  the  largest  cities — now,  I 
believe,  called  thecities  of  refuge—  where 
people  can  get  drunk  if  they  like.  Then 
we  nave  extension  of  hours.  The  x^ub- 
lican  gfoes  before  the  magistrates  and  asks 
them  to  extend  the  hours  during  which 
the  sale  of  drink  may  be  carried  on  in 
certain  cases,  where  the  public  are  likoly 
to  want  something  more  to  drink.  The 
last  extension  was  a  curious  one,  I  havo 
beard.     It  took  place  at  the  *'  Liverpool 


election,"  where  both  Parties  on  the 
Bench  united  to  permit  an  extension  of 
hours  for  the  declaration  of  the  poll,  and 
the  plea  on  which  that  extension  was 
asked  for  was,  that  it  was  intended  for 
the  maintenance  of  **  peace  and  order." 
That  is  one  way  in  which  they  maintain 
peace  and  order  in  Liverpool.  Then  you 
come  to  the  Where — so  we  have  had  the 
How,  the  When,  and  the  Where.  There, 
again,  the  law  is  most  particular  in  what 
place  the  trade  shall  be  carried  on — the 
rateable  value,  the  kind  of  house.  When 
the  publicans  go  before  the  magistrates, 
they  generally  have  to  explain  that  they 
have  no  back  doors.  Now,  that  is  a 
very  great  point,  though  I  never  could 
understand  it;  but  I  believe  that  the 
reason  is  that  the  people  who  visit  these 
places  may  be  seen  coming  out  by  the 
front  door ;  and  I  find  in  studying  the 
works  of  my  friends  the  Licensed  Vic- 
tuallers, that  if  there  is  one  thing  they 
have  a  rooted  objection  to  it  is  the  prac- 
tice of  secret  drinking.  We  have  not 
only  the  How,  the  When,  and  the 
Where ;  but  we  have  the  arrangement  of 
the  house  to  attend  to ;  and  then  wo 
have  to  consider  the  kind  of  people  to 
whom  the  drink  shall  be  sold.  Wo 
passed  a  Statute  declaring  that  nobody 
should  sell  it  to  a  person  who  was  under 
1 6  years  of  age ;  and  the  publicans  them- 
selves have  said  that  they  would  never 
sell  anything  to  those  who  had  h&d  what 
they  considered  to  be  enough  liquor.  At 
the  Exeter  dinner,  where  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  was  in  the  chair,  Mr. 
Alderman  Harding,  speaking  for  the 
" respectable  members  of  the  trade" — 
though  I  supposed  that  they  were  all  re- 
spectable— said  they  were  all  deter- 
mined not  to  serve  any  man  who  showed 
the  slightest  sign  of  intoxication.  Well, 
that  shows  that  the  law  is  a  failure  ;  be- 
cause although  the  Licensed  Victuallers, 
according  to  their  own  confession,  took 
the  greatest  care  not  to  sell  any  liquor  to 
a  man  who  had  had  enough,  it  is  a  fact 
that  in  England,  Wales,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  a  year  or  two  ago,  there  were 
about  350,000  persons  dealt  with  for 
drunkenness;  and  if  you  question  any 
intelligent  police  officer  on  tlie  subject, 
he  will  tell  you  that  for  every  one  person 
wlio  is  so  caught  at  least  10  «'scape. 
Therefore,  altliough  the  law  is  so  very 
stringent  and  lays  down  tliese  rules,  and 
the  country  is  anxious  to  cany  them  out, 
you  see  what  the  result  has  been ;  and 
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I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  that 
law  has  been  one  of  the  greatest  failures 
which  the  world  has  ever  seen.  Now, 
we  see  that  every  man  who  contemplates 
the  sale  of  drink  has  to  go  before  the 
magistrates  and  has  to  prove  three 
things — firstly,  that  he  is  an  excellent 
man  ;  secondly,  that  he  has  an  excellent 
house ;  and,  thirdly,  that  he  has  an  ex- 
cellent intention  not  to  make  anybody 
drink  too  much  ;  but  on  this  matter 
what  I  want  to  point  out  is  this-^that 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  have  a  protective  veto. 
They  have  the  power  of  saying — **  Al- 
though this  man's  character  is  good, 
although  his  house  is  good,  and  although 
he  himself  is  a  suitable  person  as  any 
we  can  find,  yet,  in  our  opinion,  it  is  not 
desirable  that  he  should  sell  drink  in 
that  particular  locality."  The  neigh- 
bours around  about  him  do  not  want 
another  public-house  or  a  gin-shop  set 
up  in  their  midst,  and  the  magistrates 
have  the  power  of  vetoing  the  applica- 
tion, and  they  have  the  power  to  exer- 
cise this  veto  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 
at  large.  In  this  matter  they  are  re- 
presentatives of  the  public,  although 
they  are  not  a  representative  body. 
They  are  one  of  the  few  public  bodies 
which  exercise  considerable  power  with- 
out being  representative.  That  power 
of  regulating  the   sale   of  drink,  that 

Sower  of  protecting  the  public,  is  in- 
ividual  option — the  option  of  four  or 
five  individuals  on  the  magisterial  bench. 
In  many  cases  it  is  exercised  to  the 
greatest  satisfaction  of  their  countrymen ; 
but  there  may  be  other  cases  where  it  is 
not,  and  where  I  think  the  wishes  of 
the  people  ought  to  be  consulted  as  to 
whether  they  would  have  another  gin- 
shop  set  up  amongst  them  or  not.  In 
addition  to  individual  option  let  us  have 
local  option.  Let  us  get  at  the  opinion 
of  the  inhabitants  themselves  to  make 
quite  sure  that  injustice  is  not  done,  and 
that  the  drinking  system  is  not  forced 
on  the  local  community  against  the  wish 
of  that  commimity.  Now,  I  wish  this 
important  matter  to  be  dealt  with  by  all. 
I  do  not  want  to  confine  it  to  one  class. 
I  want  the  rich  and  the  poor  to  stand 
on  the  same  footing,  and  to  get  the  opi- 
pion  of  the  public  on  the  matter  as 
largely  and  truly  as  you  can  possibly 
got  it.  You  know  that  the  rich  man  has 
plenty  of  means  now  of  influencing  the 
Justices  as  to  licensing,  and  of  prevent- 
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ing  public-houses  being  set  up  near  the 
place  where  he  lives,  because  he  con- 
siders them  a  nuisance ;  and  all  I  ask 
is  that  that  same  power  should  be  givea 
to  the  poor  which  the  rich  man  enjoys, 
and  finds  so  much  advantage  from.  This 
is  not  a  teetotal  question.  I  wish  all 
men  to  express  their  opinion — sober  men, 
moderate  drinkers ;  aye,  even  drunkardB, 
for  I  believe  that  they  would  be  the  very 
first  people  to  say  *'  Put  it  away."  I  want 
to  have  the  opinion  even  of  the  drink 
dealers — to  let  all  have  the  chance  of  say- 
inghow  much  they  like  the  publicans  and 
whether  they  want  them  or  not.  Why  do 
I  want  this  to  be  done  ?  Because  I  kaow 
as  well  as  I  know  anything,  and  any- 
body else  may  know  it,  too — I  know 
that  when  these  facilities  for  getting 
drink  have  been  removed  £rom  the  people 
there  they  have  had  the  very  greatest 
benefits,  and  everybody  is  contented  with 
the  system.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Gam* 
bridgeshire  (Mr.  Bodwell)  is  here  to- 
night—oh !  yes,  I  see  him  sitting  there 
on  the  other  side,  and  I  am  very  glad  to 
see  him.  I  did  not  see  him  at  Cam- 
bridge the  other  night.  I  was  goinff  to 
pay  him  a  compliment  on  that  occasion ; 
but  as  he  was  not  there  I  have  reserved 
it  for  this  House.  He  is  a  local  optionist, 
although  he  does  not  know  it.  I  have 
been  informed  that  there  is  a  veiy  nice 
village  belonging  to  him,  somewhere  or 
other,  called  Ampton,  which  contains 
somewhere  about  120  inhabitants  spread 
over  a  large  area ;  and  I  have  been  told 
— ^the  hon.  Ghentleman  will  correct  me  if 
I  am  wrong — but  I  have  been  told  that 
he  will  not  allow  a  public-house  to  be 
established  or  opened  in  the  place.  I 
am  right ;  he  tajkes  his  hat  ofL  I  wish 
he  had  gone  down  to  Cambridge  and 
assisted  me  the  other  night  to  get  the 
people  of  that  county  to  support  local 
option ;  instead  of  which  he  was  rattened 
by  the  brewers,  and  ran  away,  leaving 
me  ignominiously  driven  from  the  plat- 
form by  his  own  constituents,  waving 
bottles  in  their  hands.  I  hope  he  is 
going  to  speak  to-night ;  and  if  he  does 
I  hope  he  will  explain  why  the  people 
of  England  in  every  localitnr  are  not  to 
have  the  same  power  which  he  is  bene- 
ficially using  at  his  own  place  in  getting 
rid  of  the  drinkshops  ?  I  hope  I  need 
not  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  by 
going  over  the  whole  world ;  but  it  will 
bo  found,  and  it  is  the  same  eveiTwhere 
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—go  to  Sweden,  for  example,  and  you 
wifi  find  that  since  the  people  abolished 
drinkahops  Sweden,  instead  of  being  one 
of  the  moat  drunken  countries  in  Europe, 
ia  one  of  the  most  sober.  It  is  all  the 
aame  erezywhere  you  go.  There  is  a  Ee- 
port  of  a  Committee  of  the  Convocation 
of  Canterbuiy  which  tells  you  of  thou- 
aanda  of  places  in  England  where  good 
landlords  have  prohibited  drinkshops  on 
their  estates,  and  thus  promoted  sobriety. 
I  am  glad  to  see  the  hon.  and  eallant 
Member  for  West  Sussex  (Sir  Wcuter  B. 
Barttelot)  in  his  place.  He  made  a  very 
effective  speech  tne  other  night  in  de- 
fence of  the  soldiers  who  are  charged 
with  committing  outrages  in  Zululand. 
He  said — ''The  charge  may  be  true  or 
not,  but  wait  for  the  evidence;"  and 
then  he  added — '*  The  House  must  rc- 
meoiber  this  of  these  men.  They  had 
been  in  Zululand,  and  then  they  came 
back  into  a  civilized  country  where  the}- 
oould  eet  drink."  That  is  civilization. 
I  am  pleading.  Sir,  for  the  power  of  get- 
ting nd  of  that  kind  of  civilization.  I 
was  in  hopes  that  my  hon.  Friend,  and 
I  may  say  my  venerable  Friend,  the 
senior  Member  for  Manchester  (Sir 
Thomas  Bazley)  would  second  my  Mo- 
tion to-night;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that,  owine  to  the  state  of  his  health, 
be  is  unable  to  be  present.  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Morpeth  (Mr. 
Burt),  however,  will  supply  his  place. 
But  what  I  would  say  of  the  senior 
Member  for  Manchester  is  this.  He 
also,  like  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Cambridgeshire,  has  put  this  local 
option,  or  individual  option,  in  force  with 
the  best  results.  In  the  year  1864, 
when  I  first  took  up  this  question  in  this 
House,  I  did  not  know  where  to  find  a 
Seoonder.  The  question  has  grown,  at 
any  rate,  since  then.  But  I  got  for  my 
Seconder  the  senior  Member  for  Man- 
chester, and  I  will  tell  you  how  I  got 
him.  Some  working  mou  were  talking 
to  him  just  before  my  Motion  camo  ou, 
and  they  said  to  him — '*  Mr.  Bazley  " — 
for  he  was  Mr.  Bazloy  then — **  have  you 
not  some  property  somewhere  in  Lancn- 
shire,  and  have  you  not  done  away  with 
all  the  public-houses  on  it?"  '' Tes," 
he  said,  *'  I  have."  '*  Then,"  said  thoy, 
"won't  you  let  us  working  men  have 
the  same  power  of  protectinc^  our  fami- 
lies as  you  have  ?  "  and  my  hon.  Friend 
said,  "I  will."  He  seconded  mo  on  that 
oocanon,  and  he  has  voted  for  me  ever 
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since.  I  am  very  glad  that  these  good 
landlords  are  doing  this  up  and  down 
the  country  and  setting  an  example.  If 
people  would  only  use  the  power  they 
have  of  doing  good  the  country  would  be 
very  much  benefited.  There  is  the  case 
of  Lord  Zetland,  who  proposes  to  exer- 
cise the  right  which  he  happens,  from 
the  accident  of  property,  to  possess,  and 
to  prevent  the  sale  of  drink  in  the  town 
of  Grangemouth  ;  and  in  consequence  of 
his  so  doing  Scotland  is  ringing  with 
his  praises.  [Admiral  Sir  William  Ed- 
M0N8TONE  :  No,  no !]  Well,  all  except 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Admiral.  What  I 
want  to  point  out  is  that  about  four-fifths 
of  the  ratepayers  in  that  town  have 
already  sent  up  a  Memorial  to  his  Lord- 
ship thanking  nim  for  what  he  has  done. 
I  want  the  majority  in  other  places 
where  there  are  no  good  landlords  to  be 
placed  in  the  same  position.  I  want  to 
give  them  the  same  power  that  Lord 
Zetland  has  exercised.  Now,  I  must 
make  a  quotation.  Let  me  read  what 
Lord  Lome  said  only  a  few  months  ago. 
This  is  what  he  said  at  some  celebration 
— I  think  the  opening  of  a  Town  Hall, 
or  something  of  the  sort.  He  had  just 
visited  several  towns  in  Ontario,  and  he 
said  he  had  there  seen  some  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects, 
and  he  was  happy  to  say  that  he  had  not 
seen  amongst  them  one  whose  attire  did 
not  indicate  what  he  called  comfortable 
circumstances ;  and  he  added — 

**  I  havo  to  congratulate  you  also  upon  the 
abscoco  of  those  buildings  which  in  other  coun- 
tries are  but  too  conspicuous.  I  allude  to  the 
gin  and  liquor  palaces,  which  in  Canada  are 
almost  entirely  absent,  and,  looking  at  the  coun- 
try round,  I  cannot  imagine  a  more  prosperous, 
and  more  smiling,  and  a  more  dehghtful 
countrj'/' 

Mr.  Sjpeaker,  they  have  local  option 
there,  just  what  I  now  propose.  But 
thoy  havo  schemes  for  licensing,  and 
elective  boards,  and  so  on.  They  have 
power  of  deciding  not  to  have  drink- 
shops  if  they  do  not  like ;  and  by  a  large 
majority  they  aro  clearing  them  out  in 
many  districts,  and  restoring  the  country 
to  tho  happiness  which  would  be  found 
in  most  places  if  these  drinkshops  had 
no  existence  at  all.  At  the  Exeter  dinner, 
the  Chancellor  of  tho  Exchequer  drew  a 
moving  picture  of  a  land  witliout  liquor- 
shops  as  the  most  miserable  place  ho 
could  imagine.  It  is  somothmg  very 
different  to  hear  Lord  Lorno — a  compe- 
tent witness — giving  this  evidence  on 
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the  other  side.    I  say  you  may  call  us 
fanatics  or  fools,  or  one-idea  men,  or 
what  you  will;  but  when  there  is  any 
chance  of  getting  the  same  blessings  for 
our  coimtiy  which  these  Canadians  have 
already  got,  we  do  not  care  what  you 
call  us,  we  will  go  on  until  we  get  the 
power  for  which  we  ask.     But  how  are 
we  to  get  it  ?    I  have  tried  very  hard 
for  a  long  time  without  success,  possibly 
because  I  do  not  advocate  the  thing  as  I 
ought  to.     I  have  brought  in  year  after 
year  what  is  called  the  Permissive  Bill ; 
and,  in  doing  so,  I  had  no  other  object 
than  to  pass  a  measure  giving  localities 
power  to  prevent  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
drink.     I  had  no  new  bodies  to  create. 
I  simply  said — **  Let  publio  opinion  be 
allowed  to  have  its  due  weight,  as  it 
should  have."     As  the  House  knows,  I 
was  much  opposed  as  to  the  details  of 
my  Bill.     Hon.  Gentlemen  can  hardly 
find  fault — in  their  sober  moments — with 
the  principle  of  the  Bill — that  if  licences 
are  for  the  public  good  the  public  should 
say  whether  they  want  them  or  not.  The 
machinery  of  my  Bill  may  have  been 
very  bad.     I  do  not  say  it  was,  because 
I  did  my  best;  but  very  likely  much 
cleverer  fellows  than  I  saw  that  it  was 
bad.    I  proposed  that  a  two-thirds  ma- 
jority should  decide  the  matter.     Hon. 
Members  did  not  like  that  proposal.     I 
took  a  parish  or  a  borough  as  a  limit ; 
that  was  wrong.     I  took  voting  papers 
to  get  at  the  public  opinion.     They  did 
not  approve  of  that.    I  said,  let  three 
years'  trial  be  given,  and  then  let  the 
people  revert  to  the  old  system  if  they 
wished.     But  people  said — *'  Oh,   but 
there  is  no  compensation  in  your  Bill." 
Well,  there  was  not;   but  mat  should 
not  prevent  compensation  being  given  if 
it  was  proved  to  be  right.      I  do  not 
attempt    to    propose  compensation  to- 
night; that  is  not  the  question  before 
the  House.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Greenwich  (Mr.  Glad- 
stone) when  he  was  in  Midlothian  alluded 
to  this  subject ;  and  he  said,  so  far  as  I 
can  remember  what  he  said,  that  he  did 
not  object  to  the  principle  of  local  option; 
but  he  said — 

"  If  it  can  be  carried  out,  you  will  have  care- 
fully to  consider  the  rights  of  those  who  are 
interested  and  involved  in  the  matter,  and  they 
will  have  to  have  fair  compensation  awarded  to 
them  if  it  is  proved  to  bo  necessary." 

I   entirely  agree  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.     1  say,  let  us  have  fair  com- 
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pensation  '*  if  it  is  proved  to  be  neces- 
sary." The  whole  thing  depends  on 
what  is  fair  compensation^  and  I  shall 
wait  until  I  have  the  Bill  sent  in  to  me. 
Nobody  pays  a  bill  until  it  is  sent  in; 
and  as  soon  as  the  Licensed  Victuallers 
present  their  Bill  and  say — ''We  want 
compensation,"  I  am  sure  the  House 
willnear  fairly  what  they  have  to  say  on 
the  subject.  This  House  delights  in 
compensation.  There  are  no  interests 
or  rights  in  the  world  which  they  will 
not  compensate  if  they  have  a  chance. 
Is  it  likely,  then,  that  they  would  refuse 
to  compensate  tliese— the  best  men  of 
the  country,  who  are  so  very  useful  at 
elections  ?    But  I  do  not  talk  of  oom- 

Sensation  in  my  Besolution,  because  I 
0  not  know  myself  what  the  claim  would 
be.    I  do  not  know  whether  a  man  who, 
having  a  valuable  monopoly  given  him, 
and  his  house  having  been  increased  in 
value  by  a  couple  of  thousands  through 
a  single  stroke  of  the  magisterial  pen, 
I  do  not  know  why  the  man  who  has 
been  ffiven  such  exceptional  advantages 
over  Lis  fellows  for  nothing  at  all  is  to 
be  entitled  to  anything  when  he  has  to 
quit  them  ;  and  if  he  has  lost  money  in 
carrying  on  his  business,  surely  he  is  not 
entitled  to  compensation  when  he  is  de- 
prived of  that  business,  while,  if  he  has 
neither  eained  nor  lost,  I  do  not  see  how 
he  should  form  the  object  of  charity 
either.     Perhaps  wo  ought  also  to  con- 
sider whether  the  man  who  did  not  get 
a  licence  is  to  be  compensated.     Suppose 
both  A  and  B  go  to  the  magistrates  and 
make  application  for  a  licence.    A  says 
**  licence  me/'  and  B  says  the  same.    A 
gets  a  licence,  and  his  property  is  at 
once  increased  in  value  by  £2,000.    B 
does  not  get  one,  and  his  property  is 
damaged  to  a  very  large  extent  by  the 
neighbourhood  of  A's  house.    Surely  we 
should  have  to  consider  B's  ease  as  wdl 
as  A's.    Now,  Sir,  I  wish  to  say  what  I 
propose  to  do.    I  have  explained  that  I 
do  not  intend  to  move  any  Bill,  and  I 
have  ex^ained  the  reason  wh^ — namely, 
because  1  found  that  the  details  of  a  Bill 
as  suggested  by  myself  were  much  ob- 
jected to.    I  now  propose  a  Beeolation 
mstead ;  and  I  dare  say  a  jg;ood  msmy 
will  say — ''Oh,  this  is  really  the  Per- 
missive Bill  in  a  new  shape.^'    Now,  I 
challenge  anybody  on  either  side  of  this 
House  to  prove  to  me  that  a  Bill  is  a 
Eesolution  or  a  Hesolution  a  Bill.    I  ssiy 
that  is  entirely  impossible.     What  I 
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TOopose  ifl  no  Bill,  bat  a  Resolution. 
Then  I  am  told  that  this  is  a  Besolution 
to  catch  Totes.  Of  course,  it  is.  Show 
me  a  Member  of  Parliament  who  brings 
in  a  Besolution  which  is  not  calcu- 
lated to  catch  votes,  and  I  will  show 
TOu  a  man  who  does  not  know  his 
tmainess.  Eyerr  Besolution  and  every 
Motion  made  m  this  House,  eveiy 
pamphlet  published,  every  newspaper 
article  written,  every  sermon  preached, 
is  intended  to  catch  votes.  That  is  to  say, 
that  every  man  who  has  a  truth  in  which 
he  believes,  and  who  wishes  to  announce 
it  to  hia  fellows,  or  a  principle  to  ad- 
vocate, tries  to  put  it  before  his  country- 
men in  the  way  to  secure  the  greatest 
measure  of  support.  That  is  what  is 
called  catching  votes ;  I  am  not  ashamed 
of  it ;  and  if  I  could  catch  an  enormous 
vote  to-nijght  I  should    be  extremely 

flad.    This  is  not  a  Party  question.    I 
eUeve  that  is  a  proper  thing  to  say 
when  anybody  brings  in  anything.  This 
is  not  a  Party  question.      Some  people 
say  it  is  only  the   Liberals  who    are 
against  the  publicans ;  but  last  year  I 
am  Sony  to  say  that  more  than  40  Libe- 
rals went  against  me.     There  were  42 
who  voted  against  me.      Why  did  they 
do  that?     oo  far  as  I  can  make  out, 
they  were  awaiting  the  Beport  of  the 
Lords'  Committee.    Well,  if  they  had 
that  reason,  I  do  not  quarrel  with  them. 
Thev  will  not  have  that  reason  for  voting 
agamst  me  to-day ;  and  I  hope  I  shaU 
have  those  40  Members  of  the  Liberal 
Party  who  rather  unkindly  deserted  me 
before.    Although  there  were  40  Libe- 
rals who  went  against  me,  I  am  proud 
to  say  on  the  opposite  side  I  got  no  less 
than  17  hon.  Uentlemen,  headed  by  my 
bon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Manchester 
(Mr.  Birley),  who  seconded  me  on  that 
occasion  ;  but  to-day  he  declined  to  do 
so,  not  because  he  objects  to  the  Beso- 
lution, but  because  he  has  some  Local 
Option  Licensing  Bill  in  store  for  us. 
I  have  aUuded  to  the  Besolution,  and 
what  does  it  mean  ?     That  is  the  point. 
It  means  that  power  ought  to  be  given 
to  local  communities  to  put  themselves 
in  the  same  position  as  the  tenants  of 
the  hon.  and  teamed  Member  for  Cam- 
bridge in  the  village  of  Ampton.     That 
is  what  I  mean  by  the  Besolution,  and 
if  it  means  anything  else  that   is   for 
good  I  am  exceedingly  glad ;  but  that 
u  mv  meaning,   and  do  noi  let  hon. 
Members  run  away  with  the  idea  that 


I  am  establishiDg  bl plebiscite.  There  is 
a  great  prejudice  against  the  pUhitciU, 
and  I  do  not  say  you  are  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  neighbourhood  by  a  vote 
of  that  kind.  You  may  elect  someone 
if  you  please— I  am  not  bigoted,  I  leave 
out  all  the  details,  and  move  the  Beso- 
lution. I  know  what  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Leeds 
(Mr.  Wheelhouse)  means.  He  will,  no 
doubt,  get  up  and  talk  about  the  pUlii- 
cite  and  majorities  of  two- thirds,  and  go 
over  the  whole  thing  just  as  if  he  were 
making  a  speech  against  the  Permissive 
Bill — as  he  has  made  many  a  one ;  but 
there  is  nothing  of  that  machinery  in 
it,  and  if  he  maKes  a  speech  against  the 
Besolution  he  will  make  a  speech 
against  his  fellow-countrymen  having 
power  to  express  b^  vote  their  wishes 
on  the  subject.  He  shakes  his  head; 
but  the  vote  to-night  is — ^Aye  or  No — 
ought  drinkshops  to  be  forced  on  a  com- 
munity against  their  will,  or  ought  they 
not  ?  I  wanted  to  make  the  Besolution 
plain,  and  to  say  what  power  it  ought 
to  be.  I  copied  the  Kesolution  from 
the  Beport  oi  the  Convocation  of  Can- 
terbury. Those  who  drew  up  the  Be- 
port, after  they  had  written  the  sentence 
which  forms  the  Besolution  which  I  to- 
night move,  added  the  following  sen- 
tence, which  makes  it  quite  clear  : — 

"  Buch  a  power  would,  in  fact,  secure  the 
district  willmg  to  exercise  it  the  advantages 
now  enjoyed  by  numerous  parishes  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Canterbury,  whore,  according  to  re- 
ports furnished  to  your  Committee,  owing  to 
the  influence  of  the  landowner,  no  sale  of  in- 
toxicating liquors  is  licensed." 

Now,  my  policy  is  simply  that  neither 
magistrates  nor  any  other  irresponsible 
power  should  be  allowed  to  act  on  the 
**  crotchet  "  that  the  only  way  to  secure 
sobriety  is  to  force  drinkshops  upon  the 
people.  I  think  that  is  a  very  mis- 
chievous crotchet.  Sir,  this  is  no  large 
and  comprehensive  measure  ;  it  is  sim- 
plicity itself.  It  does  not  propose  any 
great  change  in  the  mode  or  machinery 
of  licensing  ;  it  is  simply  to  let  the  opi- 
nion of  the  neighbourhood  be  effective 
by  some  moans  or  other.  Now,  Sir,  I 
want  to  look  for  a  moment  or  two  at 
the  Amendments  which  have  been  put 
upon  the  Paper.  I  do  not  exactly  know 
what  the  course  of  the  fight  will  be  to- 
night ;  who  is  going  to  vote,  or  how ; 
or  what  arrangements  have  been  made. 
I  do  not  even  know  whether  Iler  Ma- 
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Jesty's  Goyemment  have  summoned 
their  supporters  to  oppose  me;  all  I 
know  is,  I  have  seen  a  Circular  put  out 
by  certain  minor  leaders  of  the  oppos- 
ing Party,  calling  upon  the  Members  to 
come  down  and  oppose  Sir  Wilfiid 
Lawson's  Besolution,  and  it  is  signed  by 
William  St.  James  Wheelhouse,  Denzil 
Onslow,  Saul  Isaac,  and  Thomas  Thorn- 
hill.  What  they  are  going  to  do,  what 
Amendments  they  are  going  to  support, 
I  do  not  know ;  all  I  say  is,  that  the 
Amendments  are  quite  irrelevant.  I 
have  no  particular  objection  to  any  of 
them,  except  the  one  proposed  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Leeds. 
Of  course,  I  could  not  accept  that ;  but 
the  others  may  run  on  the  same  line  as 
my  Besolution.  I  do  not  want  to  find 
fault  with  any  of  them.  But  they  might 
as  well  propose—"  The  British  Consti- 
tution is  a  good  thing,"  ''Drink  is  de- 
lightful," "  That  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  is 
a  political  nuisance."  Any  Resolution 
of  that  kind  might  be  received  with  cor- 
diality and  unanimity  in  the  whole 
House;  but  I  do  not  see  why  they 
should  be  proposed  as  Amendments  to 
my  Besolution.  I  am  glad  to  see  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Leeds 
there.  I  am,  indeed ;  for  I  read  in  the 
newspapers  in  the  autumn  that  he  had 
been  appointed  Besident  of  Zululand. 
[Laughter.']  Well,  the  House  laughs; 
but  I  am  sure  he  would  make  a  very 
efficient  one,  for  he  would  there  have 
had  fidl  scope  for  carrying  out  his  policy 
for  the  protection  of  Native  industry 
and  the  licensing  of  Native  drinking. 
But  here  he  is  with  his  old  Amendment, 
which  was  negatived  last  year  by  a  vote 
of  the  Whole  House ;  here  he  comes  up 
to  the  scratch  again  and  talks  about 
having  ''  a  tribunal  subject  to  periodical 
election,"  which  would  probably  lead  to 
repeated  instances  of  turmoil.  Then  he 
talks  about  the  tumults  and  the  riots,  the 
disturbing  of  the  peace  and  quietness  of 
every  neighbourhood  in  England.  Why, 
it  is  peace  and  quietude  we  want ;  it  is 
his  beloved  pubuc-houses  that  disturb 
the  peace  ana  quietude ;  and  he  ought 
to  know  better,  because  even  if  I  had 
the  pUhiscite  there  would  be  no  disturb- 
ance. In  Manchester,  last  year,  they 
took  a  vote  of  60,000  electors  as  to  whe- 
ther they  should  be  supplied  with  water 
by  a  certain  scheme ;  but  there  was  no 
rioting.  Does  he  think  there  would  be 
any  tumult  if  a  vote  was  taken  with  re- 
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speot  to  gin  ?  If  so,  it  n>eakB  vexy  ill 
for  his  beloved  gin.  Well,  then,  I  come 
next  to  my  noble  Friend  the  Member 
for  Calne  (Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice). 
I  am  not  going  to  stay  upon  that  I 
have  no  objection  to  his  scheme^at  pre- 
sent. I  dare  say  it  is  a  very  good  one ; 
but  I  am  sure  he  would  agree  with  me, 
if  he  had  that  Board  he  would  not  be  m 
illiberal  as  to  say  that  Board  ahould 
force  drinkshops  upon  the  people  who 
did  not  want  them.  Then  I  come  to  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member 
for  Dewsbury  (Mr.  Serjeant  Simon), 
and  he  is  at  his  old  game  again  of  swear- 
ing. That  hon.  and  learned  Serjeant 
requires  swearing,  the  magistrates  ''can- 
not tell  without  sworn  evidence."  That 
is  ratiier  a  dur  on  the  magistrates,  for 
they  would  not  know  much  better  even 
with  sworn  evidence.  Now,  I  have  a 
number  of  Mends  who  belong  to  the 
order  of  Friends,  and  they  object  to 
swearing.  Then  I  come  to  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Scarborough 
(Sir  Haroourt  Johnstone).  He  has  a 
scheme  which  is  very  elaborate,  with 
which  I  am  not  going  to  find  fault,  but  let 
him  get  his  Board ;  would  he  have  them 
force  drinkshops  upon  those  who  do  not 
want  them  ?  I  am  sure  he  would  not. 
Then  there  is  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Hull  (Mr.  Norwood).  The  same 
remark  applies  to  his  Besolution  ;  it  is 
almost  the  same  as  mine,  and  why  he 
cannot  vote  for  mine  I  do  not  mow. 
Well,  Sir,  I  think  I  have  gone  through 
the  Amendments  now  in  a  very  bnef 
manner,  for  I  do  not  want  to  detain  the 
House.  I  have  done  my  best  to  explain 
what  I  mean ;  and  I  hope  I  have  made 
it  clear,  and  put  it  in  such  a  position 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  will  not  have  any 
excuse  for  misrepresenting  what  I  want. 
If  anybody  has  any  new  plan  to  tiy 
which  is  likely  to  be  adopted,  any  new 
licensing  scheme  that  might  put  things 
on  a  new  footing,  well  and  good;  but 
as  we  do  not  hear  of  anything  of  that 
sort,  I  say  that  any  locahtv  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  try  that  plan,  mat  has  nerer 
failed,  of  decreasing  drunkennees  wher- 
ever  it  was  applied.  We  do  not  get  on 
in  these  matters.  You  have  had  one  or 
two  generations  of  what  I  may  call 
painstaking  legislation;  you  have  had 
an  age  of  sanitary  reform  and  an  age  of 
religious  teaching ;  more  education  than 
you  ever  had  before ;  more  temperaaoe 
teaching ;    more    argument  to   induce 
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people  not  to  drink ;  and  yet  tlie  riglit 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said — as  I  believe  correctly 
— that  the  evil  of  drunkenness  was  still 
one  it  was  impossible  to  exaggerate; 
and  it  does  seem  to  me  a  little  selfish  in 
us  who  are  rich  and  comfortable,  and 
able  to  resist  temptations,  to  refuse  to 
our  fellow-countrymen  the  means  of  re- 
moTing  those  temptations  which  they 
beliere  would  add  to  their  benefit  and 
adTantage.  I  feel  sure  that  many  an 
hon.  GFentleman  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  who  agrees  with  me  in  heart, 
will  feel  somewhat  sad  when  to-night 
he,  at  the  bidding  of  an  unseen  power, 
goes  into  the  Lobby  to  refuse  his  poor 
iellow-oountrymen  the  means  of  protect- 
ing himself.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  going, 
just  before  I  sit  down,  to  place  the  whole 
case  in  a  paragraph,  which,  I  think, 
places  it  yery  oonvincingly  before  us.  I 
thaidc  the  House  for  the  kindness  with 
which  they  have  heard  me,  and  I  will 
conclude  by  reading  the  case,  as  stated 
here  in  me  Beport  of  the  House  of 
Lords'  Committee.  It  is  stated  by  the 
Committee  that — 

**  Whon  great  communitios,  deeply  Bonsiblo  of 
the  miwries  cauaed  by  intemperance ;  witnesses 
of  the  crime  and  pauperism  which  directly 
■pring  from  it ;  conscious  of  the  contamination 
to  which  their  younger  citizens  are  exposed ; 
watching  with  grave  anxiety  the  gro^'th  of 
female  intemperance  on  a  scale  so  vast  and  at  a 
rate  of  progretnon  so  rapid  as  to  constitute  a 
new  reproach  and  danger'* — 

niose  are  not  my  words ;  I  am  not  ex- 
aggerating— 

**  Beliering  that  not  only  the  morality  of  their 
citiieiie,  but  their  commercial  prosperity  is  de- 
pendent on  the  diminution  of  these  evils ;  see- 
ing, also,  that  aU  that  general  legislation  has 
been  hitherto  able  to  effect  has  been  some  im- 
proTement  in  public  order,  while  it  has  been 
powerleM  to  produce  any  perceptible  decnmso 
of  iniemporanco ;  it  would  seem  srimewhat  hard, 
when  fiKh  communities  are  ^*illiiig,  at  their 
own  ooet  and  hazard,  to  grapple  with  the  difli- 
eolty,  and  undertake  their  own  purilicution, 
that  the  Legislature  shoidd  refuse  to  create  for 
them  the  necessary  machinery,  or  to  entrust 
them  with  the  roquiiite  powers." 

That,  Sir,  is  my  case ;  and  that  case  I 
now  yery  respectfully  leave  to  the  con- 
■ideiation  ana  decision  of  this  House. 

Ma.  BUBT :  I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
second  the  Resolution.  I  readily  acceded 
to  the  request  of  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Hember  for  Carlisle  whon  ho  asked  mo 
to  teoond  the  Motion  which  he  has  just 
•abmitted  to  the  House.    At  the  same 


time,  I  should  certainly  have  felt  better 
satisfied  if  the  duty  had  devolved,  as  it 
was  originally  intended  it  should  do, 
upon  my  hon.  and  venerable  Friend  the 
Member  for  Manchester  (Sir  Thomas 
.Bazley).  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
principle  embodied  in  this  Eesolution ;  I 
understand  the  principle  to  be,  to  give 
the  inhabitants  of  localities — those  who 
suffer  and  pay  the  cost — the  power  of 
saying  whether  or  not  they  will  have 
public-houses  in  their  midst.  I  shall 
follow  the  example  set  by  my  hon. 
Friend  in  not  dwelling  at  any  great 
length  upon  the  evils  of  intemperance, 
as  those  evils,  I  think,  are  generally  ad- 
mitted. It  may,  however,  be  doubted 
whether  many  people  realize  the  gravity 
of  those  evils.  Perhaps  the  most  fana- 
tical teetotaler  never  exaggerated  the 
evils  flowing  from  intemperance,  even  in 
his  wildest  flights  of  rhetoric.  The  best 
summary  I  have  seen  of  those  evils  was 
in  a  pamphlet  that  was  published  some 
time  ago  by  an  eminent  brewer,  who,  I 
believe,  was  once  a  Member  of  this 
House,  Mr.  Buxton.  Mr.  Buxton  in  that 
pamphlet  commenced  on  the  very  first 
page  with  this  sentence — 

**  Tf  we  add  top^other  all  the  miseries  gene- 
rated in  our  time  by  wjir,  pestilence,  and  famine, 
the  three  great  scourges  of  mankind,  they  are 
not  exceeded  by  those  that  arise  from  this  one 
vice  of  intemperance." 

Mr.  Buxton  seems  to  gain  power  as  he 
proceeds,  because  he  soon  speaks  of  in- 
toxicants as  devils ;  and  he  goes  on  to 
say— 

"  That  the  strucfglc  of  the  schoolhouso,  the 
library,  and  the  church,  all  united  against  the 
liquor  traflic,  is  but  one  development  of  the  war 
between  heaven  and  hell.** 

I  have  not  hoard  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  use  stronger  lan- 
guage than  that.  I  shall  not,  Sir,  enter 
into  the  discussion  as  to  whether  intem- 
perance is  or  is  not  on  the  increase ;  but  I 
think  it  is  very  clear,  at  any  rate,  that 
drinking  is  on  the  increase,  and  one  of 
the  most  deplorable  facts  in  connection — 
and  I  trust  we  shall  all  agree  upon  that 
point — the  most  deplorable  fact  is  that 
referred  to  in  the  closing  extract  which 
my  hon.  Friend  has  just  read  to  the 
House  with  reference  to  female  intem- 
perance— the  great  increase  of  female 
intemperance.  I  find  from  the  Report 
of  the  Lords'  Committee  that  in  Salford 
the  number  of  female  arrests  for  intoxi- 
cation doubled  in  the  last  seven  years. 
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In  Manchester,  in  1851,  they  were  18 
per  cent,  and  in  1876  they  were  28i  per 
cent.  In  Sheffield  the  arrests  were  18 
per  cent,  and  in  two  years  the  propor- 
tion of  arrests  increased  from  15  to  24 
per  cent ;  and  in  London  very  nearly  as 
many  women  as  men  have  been  arrested 
for  drunkenness.  I  find,  too,  from  the 
Judicial  Statistics  of  1878,  just  lately 
published,  that  there  has  been  a  very 
much  greater  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  excessive  drinking  amongst 
females  than  amongst  males.  Well,  I 
think  that  we  all  agree  that  that  is  a 
matter,  at  any  rate,  to  be  very  much  re- 
g^tted,  and  we  are  all  of  opinion  that 
this  is  a  fit  subject  for  legislation.  As 
my  hon.  Friend  has  pointed  out,  this 
House  has  very  frequently  had  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  the  liquor  traffic. 
I  believe  that  during  the  last  200  or  SOO 
years  not  less  than  400  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment have  been  passed  to  control  the 
liquor  traffic  and  make  it  respectable. 
Now,  I  will  put  the  question  wliioh  my 
hon.  Friend  has  put,  as  to  whether  our 
licensing  system  is  a  satisfactory  system, 
and  as  to  whether  it  is  a  success  or  a 
failure?  Those  who  oppose  repressive 
measures  are  jubilant  when  they  can 
quote  the  experience  of  travellers  who 
have  visited  some  parts  of  America 
where  those  measures  have  been  adopted 
and  where  they  can  assure  us  that  the 
Maine  Liquor  Law  has  been  evaded. 
Now,  I  am  not  advocating  the  Maine 
Liquor  Law ;  but  I  say  that  the  test  of 
the  failure  or  success  of  that  measure  is 
not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  found  in  the 
question  whether  the  law  can  be  evaded 
or  not,  because  I  think  that  nearly  every 
law  can  be  evaded;  but  the  real  question 
is,  whether  it  is  effective  in  suppressing 
drunkenness  and  the  evils  that  flow 
from  drunkenness  ?  Are  there  as  many 
dnuken  people  reeling  about  the  streets, 
are  the  goals  and  workhouses  as  full  of 
criminals  and  as  full  of  paupers  as  they 
were  when  the  liquor  traffic  was  in  full 
swing  ?  Tested  by  that  standard,  I  do  not 
think  we  can  say  that  our  licensing 
Bvstem  is  a  complete  success.  What  is 
tne  object  of  this  licensing  system?  If 
I  understand  it  aright,  it  is  to  control 
the  traffic  in  intoidcatinff  drinks;  to 
allow  the  people  to  have  orink  without 
drunkenness,  and  without  public  dis- 
order. According  to  the  law  as  it  exists 
at  the  present  time,  drunkenness  is  il- 
legal ;  every  man  who  is  seen  in  apubHo 

Mr.  Burt 


place  under  the  influenoeof  drink  isliable 
to  arrest,  and  the  Licensed  Victualler 
who  has  supplied  him  with  drink  his 
also  subjected  himself  to  a  fine  of  from 
'  £10  to  £20.  Well,  what  do  we  find  with 
reeard  to  the  statistics  of  drunkenness? 
I  nnd  that  in  a  single  town — in  the  town 
of  Liverpool — ^for  the  last    year  there 
were    15,705  arrests    for  drunkenness, 
and  in  addition  to  these  1,166  persons 
who  were  arrested    for  other  oflencep 
while  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  making 
a  total  of  16,871.    Now,  I  would  ask  if 
any  legislative  measore  could  be  a  more 
complete    fiEdlure     than    our     existing 
licensing  system,  when  tested  by  those 
statistics  ?    And  I  should  like  to  know 
— we  have  here  thousands  of  arrests  for 
drunkenness,  there  must  have  been  a 
great  number  of  publicans  and  Licensed 
Victuallers  who  violated  the  law — and 
therefore    I     should     like     to     know 
the    number  of  those  who  were  sub- 
jected to  fines  for  the  violation  of  the 
law,  and  then  we  shall  see  how  far  our 
present  licensing  system  is  a  dead  letter. 
Well,  Sir,  I  shcul  follow  the  example  of 
my  hon.  Friend,  too,  in  not  making  any 
attack  upon  any  particular  daas  of  per- 
sons such  as  the  magistratee.  I  oonnder 
that  the  magistrates  devote  a  great  deal 
of  valuable  time  to  the  transaction  of 
their  duties ;  and  I  should  think  there 
are  very  few  duties  they  have  to  per- 
form that  are  less  pleasant   or  more 
harassing  than  those  oonneeted  with  the 
licensing  of  public-houses.    But  what  I 
have  to  say  with  regard  to  the  magis- 
trates is  thatIbelieve,'from  their  position, 
they  are  not,  nor  can  they  be,  able  to  f^ly 
know  the  wants  of  the  neighbourhood 
for  which  they  have  to  provide  licences ; 
nor  can  they  be  expected  to  sympathiie 
with  the  intense,  with  the  strong  convio- 
tion  of  a  gpreat  number  of  the  respectable 
working  people  in  their  objections  to 
having   public-houses   placed  in   their 
midst.      The  magistrate,   as   my  hon. 
Friend  has  pointed  ont,  is  generaUj  a 
wealthy  man ;  he  seldom  lives  in  the  neijA* 
bourhood  of  public-houses  himself.    We 
see  nearly  every  day  advertisements  of 
public-houses  to  be  let,  and  it  ia  set 
down  as  a  strong  recommendation  that 
they  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  lane 
population  of  working  people.    WeU, 
now.  Sir,  there  is  a  very  strong  fneling 
on  the  part  of  a  great  number  of  work- 
ing people  against  having  those  paUie* 
houses  forced  upon  them.    These 
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loTe  their  cliildren,  and  thoy  do  not  liko 
to  hare  to  bring  them  up  surrounded  by 
the  oorrapting  atmosphere  of  the  public- 
hoaee.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Leeds  (Mr.  Wheelhouse),  a  short 
time  ago,  very  good-naturedly  put  me 
through  a  private  examination  as  to  my 
personal  habits  as  regards  this  question, 
and  extracted  from  me  the  damaging 
admission  that  I  am  a  teetotaler,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  he  will  be  using  that  as 
the  groundwork  of  a  yery  powerml  argu- 
ment why  the  House  should  refuse  to 
aooept  this  Besolution.  Though  I  am  a 
teetotaler,  I  do  not  advocate  this  ques- 
tion on  teetotal  grounds.  I  do  so  on  the 
broader  groun£  of  good  citizenship ; 
and  if  I  were  to  cease  to  bo  a  teetotaler 
to-morrow  my  attitude  towards  this 
traffic  in  intoxicating  drink  would  not 
change  one  iota.  Well,  Sir,  I  wish  to 
point  out  to  the  House  that,  in  seeking 
that  magistrates  should  bo  relieved  from 
the  duty  of  dealing  with  licences,  my 
hon.  Friend  is  not  altogether  an  inno- 
vator. Forty-five  years  ago,  when  the 
Corporations  Beform  Bill  was  before  the 
House,  an  attempt  was  made  in  that 
Bill  to  take  the  power  of  licensing  from 
the  magistrates.  In  an  able  and  in- 
teresting speech,  three  or  four  years  ago, 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  New- 
castle (Mr.  J.  Cowen)  entered  at  longth 
into  this  subject.  This  is  not  a  new 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Baronot,  and  an 
examination  of  the  debates  which  took 

filace  at  the  time  I  havo  referred  to 
1835)  I  think  will  be  intoroBting  and 
instructive  to  some  timid  Whigs  who 
may  suspect  they  are  deserting  the  tra- 
ditions of  their  Party  if  tlioy  do  not 
maintain  that  magistrates  are  the  per- 
sons most  fitted  to  deal  with  licences  for 
intoxicating  drinks.  The  debates,  as  I 
have  said,  were  of  a  very  interesting 
character,  and  the  Bill,  as  originally  in- 
troduced by  Lord  John  Bussell,  was  a 
very  liberal  measure.  Among  other 
things,  it  proposed  the  abolition  of  the 
property  qualification  for  members  of 
Town  Councils.  But  the  52nd  clause 
of  that  Bill  dealt  with  the  question 
of  licences,  and  this  clause  provided 
that  the  power  should  be  handed 
ovar  from  the  magistrates  to  the  Town 
Council.  The  Bill  was  strongly  supported 
bj  the  late  Lord  Derby;  it  passed  its 
second  reading  without  a  divisitm,  and, 
in  Committee,  the  52nd  clause  was  at- 
tacked by  Sir  James  Graham,  the  Mem- 


ber for  Cumberland,  and,  after  a  long 
debate,  a  division  was  taken,  and  out  of 
377  Members  a  majority  of  45  decided 
to  retain  the  clause.  It  was,  however, 
thrown  out  afterwards  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  That  Division  List  is  a  very  in- 
teresting one,  and  contains  some  very  emi- 
nent names.  Among  others,  there  is  Sir 
George  Grey,  my  distinguished  prede- 
cessor in  the  representation  of  Morpeth, 
throe  Lords  Bussell,  headed  by  the  late 
Earl  Eussell ;  and  for  the  encouragement 
of  my  Irish  Friends,  I  may  say  Ireland 
was  well  represented  in  that  division  by 
five  O'Connells,  among  them  the  great 
orator  Daniel,  Mr.  Sheil,  and  Sir  Henry 
Pamell.  The  debate,  too,  was  of  an  in- 
teresting character.  But  I  will  not 
trouble  the  House  with  quotations  from 
speeches  delivered  on  that  occasion  ;  but 
it  is  interesting  to  notice  the  grounds 
taken  by  the  opposition.  Those  grounds 
were  that  the  publicans  had  a  great 
amount  of  electoral  influence,  and  to  vest 
the  power  of  licensing  in  the  Town  Coun- 
cil would  lead  very  likely  to  a  corrupt 
system.  Well,  I  say  the  publicans  have 
still  a  great  deal  of  political  power,  and 
whether  they  make  a  bettor  use  of  it 
maybe  matter  of  opinion.  It  has  never 
been  my  practice  to  in  any  way  attack 
the  Licensed  Victuallers.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, exactly  believe,  as  my  hon.  Friend 
seems  to  do,  that  thoy  x^ossess  almost 
angelic  virtues  ;  nor  do  I  believe  with  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  thoy 
are  the  great  missionaries  of  temperance 
throughout  the  country.  I  have  nothing 
at  all  to  say  against  their  character ;  but 
I  may  question  their  doctrines,  or  the 
principle  thoy  avowedly  lay  down.  I 
understand  that  doctrine  to  be  that  thoy 
subordinate  ovorytliing  to  the  interest  of 
their  trade.  Now  that  is  a  bad  principle 
to  be  adopted  by  any  class  ;  and  I  do  not 
think  it  is  improved  when  adopted  by 
those  who  are  connected  with  a  trade 
which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  the 
most  demoralizing  and  destructive  of 
good  of  any  carried  on  in  the  country. 
What  the  hon.  Member  for  Carlisle 
wants  is  to  put  the  interest  of  the  public 
before  that  of  the  publicans,  and  I  think 
the  House  of  Commons  ought  lO  sup- 
port my  hon.  Friend  in  his  effort  to  do 
this.  It  is  because  I  believe  this  is  the 
principle  of  the  Resolution,  and  that  it  is 
a  just  and  liberal  principle,  that  I  give 
it  my  cordial  support.  What  are  the 
objections  that  are  raised  to  the  Kesolu- 
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tion?  Like  my  hon.  Friend,  I  have 
been  carefully  looking  over  these 
Amendments;  and  I  think  I  am  not 
mistaken  in  saying  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  first,  no  one  directly  attacks 
the  principle  of  the  Resolution.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Leeds, 
however,  does  make  that  attack.  He 
seems  to  think  that  things  are  quite 
perfect  as  they  are,  and  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  a  change.  He  gives  us  his 
reason,  and  that  reason  is  rather  a 
curious  one.     He  says — 

"  Because  any  tribunal  subject  to  periodical 
election  by  popular  canvass  and  vote,  might, 
and  in  all  probability  would,  lead  to  repeated 
instances  of  turmoil,  and  thus  be  detrimental  to 
the  peace  and  quietude  of  every  neighbourhood 
in  England." 

Well,  I  think  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  must  have  been  seized  with 
a  fit  of  preternatural  nervousness  when 
he  prepared  this  Amendment.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Carlisle  does  not  propose 
any  tribunal  whatever;  but  I  think, 
while  his  Amendment  has  reference  to 
the  Licensed  Victuallers,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  must  have  had  be- 
fore his  mind  visions  of  another  tribunal, 
a  greater  tribunal,  which  is  also  elected 
by  popular  canvass  and  vote,  and  in  con- 
nection with  which  he,  in  common  with 
many  others,  will  shortly  have  to  take  a 
somewhat  prominent  part.  When  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Leeds  ex- 
presses his  dread  of  ''  turmoil,"  I  can 
tell  him  how  to  avoid  all  that  in  connec- 
tion with  elections.  Can  he  tell  us  how 
much  of  the  turmoil  is  due  to  the  use  of 
intoxicating  liquors  ?  Then  prevent  the 
the  use  of  such  on  these  occasions  by 
entirely  closing  the  public-houses.  I 
have  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  elec- 
tions, directly  and  indirectly,  in  one  way 
and  another,  and  it  has  frequently  fallen 
to  my  lot  to  meet  large  numbers  of  men 
under  somewhat  exciting  circumstances ; 
and  I  can  testify  that  I  never  felt  this 
great  nervousness  unless  when  the  ex- 
citement of  intoxicating  drink  has  been 
added  to  that  of  Party  zeal  and  political 
passion.  No  doubt,  we  shall  hear  before 
long  that  old  cry  against  the  tyranny 
that  would  rob  a  poor  man  of  his  beer. 
To  hear  this,  one  would  suppose  that 
these  Licensed  Victuallers  were  a  sort  of 
ministering  angels,  always  ready  to  feed 
the  working  man  with  these  liquid  re- 
freshments of  theirs,  and  that  a  lot  of 
wicked  misanthropists,  led  on  bj  my  hon. 
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Friend,  stood  in  the  way  to  prevent 
them  from  carrying  out  their  beneficent 
designs.  But  this  does  not  altogether 
represent  the  facts  of  the  case.  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  deny  that  those  wlio 
oppose  us  are  actuated  by  motives  as 
good  and  as  honourable  as  those  which 
animate  us  who  support  the  Resolution ; 
but  I  trust  I  am  not  exceeding  the 
bounds  of  propriety,  if  I  say  I  am 
suspicious  of  those  who  demand  that 
the  working  man  shall  have  his  beer, 
when  I  find  that  those  who  are  60 
anxious  in  this  direction  are  unwilling 
to  give  the  working  man  his  politicd 
rights,  the  power  to  educate  his  cnildreD, 
and  other  things  far  better  for  him  than 
his  beer.  I  would  like  to  ask  those  who 
cry  out  so  loudly  for  the  working  man's 
beer,  whether  they  really  think  t£is  beer 
is  a  necessary  of  life,  if  it  is  something 
more  than  a  luxury  or  convenience,  an 
absolute  necessity?  And  then,  if  they 
think  so,  I  should  like  to  know  what 
they  have  to  say  to  the  sreat  number  of 
landlords  up  and  down  uie  country  who 
refuse  to  have  public-houses  on  their 
estates  ?  The  hon.  Member  for  Carlisle 
has  referred  to  a  great  number  within 
the  Province  of  Canterbury — upwards 
of  1,400  parishes — where  no  public- 
houses  exist,  and  this  is  independent  of 
the  Province  of  York,  of  Scotland,  and 
of  Lreland.  What  do  tiiey  say  to  land- 
lords having  this  power  ?  I  have  never 
seen  that  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
has  brought  in  a  measure  to  protest 
against  this  abuse  of  power  on  the  part 
of  the  landlords.  I  approve  of  it  entirely. 
I  believe  these  landlords  are  actoated 
by  the  best  of  motives.  I  can  scarcely 
conceive  how  they  could  have  any  bad 
motive.  I  approve  of  it  entirelv ;  but 
from  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend^B  point 
of  view,  what  does  he  think  of  it  ?  I 
cannot  understand  the  consistency  of 
people  who  cry  out  against  robbing  ^e 
poor  man  of  his  beer — who  never  utter 
a  whisper  of  condemation  against  those 
arbitrary  landlords  who  refuse  to  have 
beershops  or  public-houses  on  their 
estates — but,  at  the  same  time,  refiiae  to 
the  inhabitants  a  voice  in  sajdng  if  they 
will  or  will  not  have  these  houses  in 
their  midst.  I  think  I  have  said  enough, 
and  I  thank  the  House  for  the  attention 
with  which  they  have  listened  to  me. 
I  appeal  to  the  House  either  to  pass  thlf 
Resolution,  or  give  some  power  to  the 
people  for  having  an  effective  voice  in 
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aajing  wliether  or  not  they  will  have 
these  houses  among  them.  The  right 
hon.  Oentleman  the  Member  for  Green- 
wioh  (Mr.  Gladstone) — and  I  hope  we 
are  going  to  have  his  views  on  this  sub- 
ject—on  one  occasion  said  something 
like  tlus— ''The  business  of  the  Legis- 
tore  should  be,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
make  it  easy  for  people  to  do  right  and 
difficult  for  them  to  do  wrong."  That 
principle  I  entirely  accept,  and  I  think 
it  is  eminentiv  applicable  to  this  ques- 
tion. The  whole  subject  is  beset  with 
difficulties,  I  admit ;  and  I  allow  that  we 
cannot  legislate  advantageously  if  wo  run 
in  advance  of  public  opinion.  To  do  this, 
if  it  were  possible,  would  be  not  only 
abortive,  but  mischievous.  But  I  think 
there  is  danger  also  in  la^g^ng  behind 
public  opinion  on  this  subject.  At  pre- 
sent, I  tnink  the  House  is  behind  public 
opinion.  I  do  not  advocate  this  from 
an  exaggerated  notion  that  the  people 
can  do  no  wrong.  It  is  an  old  saying 
that  "the  voice  of  the  people  is  the 
Toice  of  Qod ; "  but,  democrat  though  I 
am,  I  do  not  believe  that.  I  believe 
that  the  voice  of  the  people  is  always 
an  honest  voice,  though  it  is  often  mis- 
taken. I  believe  it  is  often  the  voice  of 
JiOrance  or  of  passion  rather  than  that 
reason  and  npe  wisdom ;  but  this  I 
wiU  say — ^if  ever  the  voice  of  the  people 
deserves  to  be  called  the  voice  of  God, 
it  will  be  when  it  speaks  the  doom  of 
that  g^atest  of  socifll  curses — the  traffic 
in  intoxicating  liquors. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That"  to  the 
•nd  of  the  Qaestion,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
**  iiutfmach  aa  the  ancient  and  avowed  object  of 
lioennng  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  is  to 
fopply  a  tapposed  public  want,  without  detri- 
ment to  the  public  welfare,  this  House  is  of 
opinion  that  a  legal  power  of  restraining  the 
ifiiM  or  renewal  of  licences  should  be  placed  in 
the  handa  of  the  persons  most  deeply  interested 
and  affected,  namely,  the  inluibitonts  them- 
■elTeSp  who  are  entitled  to  protection  from  the 
injorioaa  consequence  of  the  present  system,  by 
some  efficient  meaauro  of  local  option,*' — {Sir 
Wiifrid  Laufson,) 

—instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 

Sroposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
aestion." 

Hb.  GLADSTONE :  I  think,  Sir,  we 
shall  all  agree  that  this  Resolution  has  de- 
rived all  the  advantage  which  it  is  pos- 
sible it  could  have  derived  from  the 


speeches  of  its  Mover  and  Seconder* 
We  invariably  listen  to  the  hon.  Baro- 
net the  Mover  of  the  Hesolution,  not 
only  with  the  respect  due  to  his  sincerity 
and  zeal,  but  with  gratitude  for  the 
entertainment  that  he  never  fails  to 
afford  us,  and  with  respect  to  which,  I 
am  bound  to  say,  not  only  that  he  never 
fails  to  afford  it,  but  that  he  never  suffers 
it  to  interfere  in  any  manner  or  degree 
with  the  great  object  which  he  has  in 
view.  I  regret  extremely  with  him  the 
absence  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Manchester  (Sir  Thomas  Bazley); 
but  if  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Manchester  was  to  be  absent  from  us 
and  from  the  duty  he  had  undertaken  to 

Eerform,  his  place  could  not  have  been 
etter  supplied  than  by  the  speech  of 
my  hon.  Friend  who  has  just  sat  down, 
and  whose  most  touching  conclusion, 
coming  straight  from  the  heart,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  clearly  framed,  as  it  was, 
by  his  manly  understanding,  was  well 
calculated  to  recommend  this  Hesolution 
to  our  favourable  notice.  As  far  as  feel- 
ing is  concerned  it  is  impossible,  I  think, 
for  us  not  to  go  a  very  long  way  with 
the  views  of  our  two  hon.  Friends.  But 
I  am  in  this  unfortunate  position — that 
I  am  not  able  to  follow  their  arguments 
to  their  conclusion.  The  conclusions 
they  have  arrived  at  are  embodied  in 
the  Resolution  before  the  House;  but 
before  I  proceed  to  examine  that  Reso- 
lution I  must  say  that  I  do  not  think, 
from  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet  who 
moved  it,  that  there  is  the  slightest 
rational  ground  for  hoping  that  he  ever 
would  be  contented  with  any  of  the 
Amendments  which  propose  to  apply  a 
loss  extensive  and  less  drastic  remedy 
for  tlio  evil  he  socks  to  remove  than  that 
which  he  has  himself  put  forward  on 
this  and  on  other  occasions.  And  I  feel 
this  the  more,  because  the  hon.  Baronet, 
honest  as  he  always  is,  rather  went  out 
of  his  way  to  comment  in  detail  upon  the 
alternative  propositions  which  have  been 
placed  upon  the  Paper,  and  particularly 
upon  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Scar- 
borough (Sir  Harcourt  Johnstone),  who 
distinctly  admits  and  embodies  in  his 
proposal  the  principle  of  popular  control 
over  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors.  My 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Carlisle 
said  that  this  is  all  very  well  so  far  as  it 
goes,  but  that  ho  would  object  to  see  a 
Board  so  framed,  and  embodying  that 
element  of  popular  control,  overriding 
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the  will  of  the  inhabitants  at  large.  That, 
I  think,  as  far  as  the  speech  of  my  hon. 
Friend  goes,  is  undeniable;  and  I  must 
say,  in  passing,  that  I  think  my  hon. 
Friend  went  a  little  beyond  the  facts  in 
one  of  the  assumptions  he  made,  when 
he  touohingly  called  upon  us,  appealing 
to  the  comparative  ease  and  lightness  of 
our  position — when  he  appealed  to  us 
not  to  be  guilty  of  selfishness  in  refusing 
the  demands  of  the  people  for  power  to 
put  away  from  them  this  great  national 
curse  and  scourge.  I  think  we  had,  in 
the  case  of  the  Irish  National  Sunday 
Closing,  a  case  where  it  is  impossible  to 
deny  that  that  demand  had  been  made, 
that  the  sentiment  of  Ireland  had  been 
sounded  to  the  bottom,  and  that  the 
answer  made  to  that  sounding  process 
was  perfectly  unequivocal.  The  voice 
of  Ireland  called  for  many  years  in  vain 
for  the  passing  of  such  a  measure.  The 
answer  of  Ireland  was  virtually  for  the 
passing  of  the  Irish  Sunday  Closing 
Bill.  I  must  say  I  do  not  think  we  have 
the  same  positive  evidence  of  the  una- 
nimity of  the  national  sentiment  in  Eng- 
land for  anything  like  the  Permissive 
Bill  of  my  hon.  Friend.  I  will  not 
affirm  the  contrary;  but  it  is  a  very 
serious  matter,  as  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Morpeth  has  just  stated,  to 
go  greatly  aheaa  of  public  opinion  in 
questions  of  this  kind ;  and  1  do  not 
think  that  public  opinion  has  afforded 
us  those  means  of  judging  which,  un- 
doubtedly, if  they  had  been  afforded, 
would  be  one  very  great  element  indeed 
— in  my  mind,  at  least — in  considering 
a  question  like  that  of  an  optional  power 
for  the  total  prohibition  of  places  for 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor.  My  hon. 
Friend  is  quite  entitled  to  say  that  his 
speech  does  not  bind  the  House.  All 
that  I  have  to  say  is,  that  I  do  not  think 
his  speech  affords  a  veiy  ereat  prospect 
of  concurrence  between  himsefr — after 
the  supposed  passing  of  this  Resolution 
— and  those  other  persons  who  might  bo 
inclined  for  some  less  stringent  applica- 
tion of  the  principle  of  popular  control, 
than  that  which  ne  has  ^rmally  sub- 
mitted to  you.  When  I  look  at  the 
Beeolution,  what  I  find  is  this — that  it 
is  a  Eesolution  on  which  I  should  hardly 
think  it  possible  to  give  a  vote.  I  do 
not  find  it  possible  for  myself  to  g^ve  a 
vote  without  being  subject  to  miscon- 
struction, which  I  might  not  find  it  easy 
to  remove.    A  vote  against  the  Besolu- 
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tion,  I  am  aware.  Sir,  might  be  justified 
on  very  sound  Parliamentary  gprounds 
as  a  simple  vote  for  the  Previous  Ques- 
tion. That,  undoubtedly,  is  what  it  is. 
What  such  a  vote  means,  in  a  Parlia- 
mentary sense,  is  that  we  will  go  into 
Committee  of  Supply  instead  of  enter- 
taining the  proposal  of  my  hon.  Friend. 
But  we  are  not  considering  Parliament- 
ary forms.  We  are  giving  utterance  to 
the  people  at  large  of  h  great  principle 
on  a  subject  in  which  great  interests  are 
involved,  and  in  which  many  deep  feel- 
ings are  also  involved.  A  vote  against 
this  Eesolution,  unless  accompanied, 
especially  on  the  part  of  Her  Majes^s 
GK>vemment,  with  some  very  explicit 
declaration  of  positive  intention — a  vote 
against  this  Besolutionis  really  taken  and 
understood  to  be,  and  I  think  not  unjustly, 
a  vote  in  favour  of  things  as  they  are ;  a 
vote  in  favour  of  the  existing  state  of 
the  law,  not  absolutely  as  being  perfect, 
but  yet  as  not  being  so  imperfect  as  to 
require  immediate  alteration.  I  am  not 
ready  to  give  that  vote.  I  find  mys^ 
in  the  same  position  of  impotence  when 
I  look  at  the  Besolution  of  my  hon* 
Friend,  and  upon  the  ground  which  I 
will  now  very  briefly  state.  I  think  the 
Besolution  of  mv  hon.  Friend  will  not 
only  be  construed,  but  will  be  justly  con- 
strued, to  go  at  least  so  far  as  this  that 
a  man  who  votes  for  it  either  is  a  friend 
of  the  Permissive  Bill,  or,  if  he  is  not 
a  friend  of  that  Bill,  that  he  has  got 
some  other  plan  of  local  option  ready, 
which  he  is  prepared  to  propose,  or 
which  he  is  ready  to  support.  As  to  the 
principle  of  local  option,  I  am  not  an 
objecting  party ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  have  not  as  yet  heard  of  any  plan 
which  fully  gives  effect  to  that  principle, 
and  which  it  would  not  be  premature  to 
submit  to  Parliament.  If  Gentlemen 
are  in  so  happy  a  position  as  to  say — "I 
am  ready  to  pass  a  general  law  canyinff 
through  the  country  the  principle  <n 
local  option,"  they  mav  consistently  sup- 
port the  Besolution  of  my  hon.  Friend, 
although  they  might  come  to  varianoe 
with  my  hon.  Friend  after  the  Besolu- 
tion has  been  passed.  I  do  not  know 
any  plan  of  the  kind ;  conseoaently,  I 
am  not  in  a  position  to  vote  eimer  for  or 
against  the  Besolution.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  do  not  think  it  right  that 
we  should  stand  where  we  are ;  and  I 
would  endeavour  to  appeal  before  I  sit 
down  to  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  upo& 
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the  ralrieot  of  the  present  state  of  tlie 
law,  and  upon  the  duty  which  is  incum- 
bent upon  them,  I  think,  to  propose  an 
Amendment.  I  am  bound  to  mention 
another  point  on  which,  though  it  does 
not  embrace  the  whole  case,  I  haye  some 
feeling.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Gftflisle  has  said  he  is  perfectly  ready 
to  entertain  the  question  of  compensa- 
tion to  Licensed  Viotuallers  in  the  eyent 
of  the  introduction  of  the  principles  of 
local  option.  But  I  doubt  yery  much 
whether  the  full  exposition  of  his  yiews 
which  my  hon.  Friend  gaye  on  the  sub- 
ject of  compensation,  when  taken  as  a 
whole,  would  be  yery  re-assuring  in  the 
minds  of  hon.  Members.  I  think  we 
ought  to  go  as  far  as  this : — I  am  not 
prepared  to  sapr  whether  there  is  a  case 
for  compensation,  or  whether  is  not  a 
case  for  compensation,  because  that  must 
depend  upon  particulars  that  are  not 
now  before  us.  We  ought  not  to  allow 
oar  prejudices  with  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular trade,  or  our  sense  of  the  enor- 
mous mischiefs  associated  with  its  work- 
ing, to  cause  us  to  deyiate  by  one  hair's 
breadth  from  the  principle  on  which 
Parliament  has  always  acted  in  ana- 
logous circumstances  —  namely,  that 
where  a  yested  interest  has  been  allowed 
to  g^w  up,  the  question  of  compensa- 
tion should  be  considered  when  such 
yested  interests  were  proposed  to  be  in- 
terfered with  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
What  I  am  prepared  to  say  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  this — that  the  Li- 
censed Victualler  has  the  same  right  to 
flair  consideration  that  is  enjoyed  by  per- 
sons following  eyery  other  trade  or  call- 
ing which  is  intorfered  with  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  to  whom  compensation 
is  awarded  owing  to  such  interference. 
We  must  not  allow — I  need  not  say  that 
Oeatlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House 
will  not  allow — any  political  feeling  or 
prejudice  to  interfere  with  the  rectitude 
of  our  judgment,  or  to  preyent  us  from 
ffiying  the  same  measure  of  justice  or 
indulgence  to  Licensed  Victuallers  that 
we  should  g^ye  to  any  other  class  in  the 
community.  If  that  be  so,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  that  this  Besolution, 
which  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  sort  of 
charter  laying  down  the  lines  of  our 
future  conduct,  ought  to  contain  at  least 
an  allusion  to  the  question  of  compensa- 
tion. When  Parliament  enacted  N'egro 
Eimancipation  it  was  preceded  by  a  pre- 
Beeolution,  in  which  the  prin- 


ciple of  compensation  was  recognized. 
My  hon.  Friend  says  that  we  must  wait 
till  a  claim  for  compensation  is  made. 
Parliament  does  not  act  on  that  prin- 
ciple. Where  the  facts  presented  the 
possibility  of  such  a  claim,  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  possibility  has,  I  think,  taken 
place  in  the  original  proceedings  of  Par- 
liament. In  the  face  of  these  difficulties, 
I  am  not  able  to  support  the  Besolution 
of  my  hon.  Friend,  while  I  certainly 
shall  not  place  myself  in  the  position  of 
appearing  to  give  a  constructiye  sanction 
to  the  present  law.  I  do  not  know  that 
the  question  is  one  of  which  we  haye 
yet  obtained  a  thorough  mastery.  On 
the  contrary,  it  appears  to  me  that  while 
in  some  subjects  we  trace  in  the  mind  of 
the  country,  and  in  the  mind  also  of 
Parliament,  a  regular  progress  from  the 
first  beginnings  of  a  conyiction,  along 
clear  and  definite  lines,  to  the  period  of 
their  maturity,  this  is  a  subject  on  which 
the  course  taken  by  Parliament — and, 
possibly,  the  public  opinion  of  the 
country  —  haye  been  attended  by  a 
marked  irregularity,  and  eyen  by  a  sin- 
gular reyersal.  It  may^not  haye  passed 
out  of  recollection  that  the  whole  of  this 
subject  was  under  most  serious  considera- 
tion just  25  years  ago,  and  that  a  Par- 
liamentary Committee  was  appointed  by 
this  House,  I  think  with  its  unanimous 
consent  and  approyal,  to  consider  this 
question.  The  best  ondeayours  of  the 
Goyemment  and  of  the  House  were  ap- 
plied in  order  to  form  that  Committee 
from  the  impartial  choice  of  its  Mem- 
bers, and,  by  having  on  it  men  of  the 
greatest  weight  on  the  subject,  to  giye 
to  the  Committeo  all  the  influence  and 
authority  the  House  could  impart.  That 
Committee  reported  in  1854  in  favour  of 
the  system  of  what  is  called  "  Free 
Trade."  I  may  say  that  I  am  now  only 
referring  to  this  matter  to  show  how 
tolerant  we  oup^ht  to  be  of  the  various 
opinions  which  have  been  pronounced, 
and  how  cautious  we  ought  to  be  before 
arriving  at  a  belief  that  we  have  our- 
selves at  length  found  out  some  specific 
solution  for  the  difficulties  which  have 
troubled  the  legislative  mind  of  the 
country  for  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury. For  the  last  10  or  15  years  the 
course  of  legislation  on  this  question  has 
been  in  direct  contrariety  to  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  1 854.  And  what  do 
these  things  show  ?  They  seem  to  me  to 
show  that  we  have  not  yet  got  out  of 
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the  stage  of  experiment  in  this  matter. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  admit,  as  my  hon. 
Friend  states — and,  indeed,  I  contest  the 
statement — that  the  system  of  Free 
Trade,  as  it  is  called,  has  been  tried 
and  has  egregiously  failed.  That  system 
has  not  been  tried.  The  partial  trial 
it  has  had  in  the  case  of  beerhouses 
cannot  be  said  to  have  embraced 
the  whole,  or,  indeed,  more  than  a  cor- 
ner of  the  question.  I  must  say — though 
here  I  may  seem  to  pay  a  compliment 
to  myself — that  it  was  to  me  a  matter 
of  very  deep  regret  when  the  people  of 
Liverpool,  endeavouring  to  exercise  the 
principle  of  local  option  as  an  experi- 
ment, were  refused  by  this  House  the 
opportunity  they  sought  of  applying 
that  principle.  It  is  a  fact  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  subject  which  is  well  worth 
calling  to  the  recollection  of  this  House. 
In  Liverpool  the  majority  of  the  magis- 
trates adopted  a  system  of  licences  to  be 
granted  to  all  persons  properly  qualified 
and  with  properly  qualified  premises. 
They  adopted  a  system,  as  they  called 
it,  of  Free  Trade,  and  contended  that 
the  system  was  a  beneficial  one ;  and 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
which  has  just  conferred  so  great  a  boon 
on  the  country  by  the  extent  and  the 
comprehensiveness  of  its  labours,  has,  to 
some  extent,  confirmed  the  proposition 
of  the  Liverpool  magistrates.  But  we 
are  in  this  happy  position — that  the 
publicans  of  Liverpool,  taking,  as  I 
think,  a  very  rational  view  of  their  posi- 
tion, and  one,  I  think,  entirely  different 
from  the  political  one  on  which,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  discretion,  they  have 
lately  thought  it  prudent  to  stake  their 
fortunes — the  publicans  of  Liverpool, 
justly  vexed  witn  a  system  of  Free  Trade 
uncertain  in  its  duration,  and  affording 
no  element  on  which  a  calculation  of  the 
future  could  be  made,  came  to  that 
House,  and  solicited  it  to  pass  a  Bill 
for  Liverpool  under  which  this  system 
might  have  been  tried.  The  basis  of 
the  Bill  was  this.  There  was  to  be  a 
preference  for  vested  interests  in  the 
charge  for  licences.  I  think  that  was  a 
very  fair  claim  indeed.  There  was  also 
to  be  a  high  taxation  for  new  licences, 
and  a  strict  and  rigid  system  of  police 
conduct  and  administration  of  the  law. 
I  thought  then,  and  I  think  now,  that 
the  experiment—I  will  not  call  it  any- 
thing more— would  have  been  eminently 
worm  trying ;  but  a  combination  of  oon- 
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flicting  elements,  which  entered  in  a  sort 
of  chemical  unison,  brought  about  its 
defeat.  The  country  was  not  satisfied 
to  let  the  Liverpool  publicans  try  their 
fortunes  in  this  way,  and  a  doctrine  of 
uniformity  was  set  up,  which  seemed  to 
me  not  agpreeable  to  common  sense.  The 
experiment  was  opposed  by  men  of  tem- 
perance and  men  of  intemperance,  and 
had  not  been  permitted  to  be  tried.  Yet 
the  facts,  so  far  as  they  go  in  Liverpool, 
are  these — ^that  with  the  open  erant  of 
licences  by  the  magistrates,  wnioh,  of 
course,  enabled  them  to  exercise  a  much 
more  rigid  power  of  investigating  cha- 
racter than  could  be  exercised  under  a 
system  of  monopoly,  and  with  the  in- 
crease of  licences  which  that  discretion 
brought  about,  there  was  a  great  dimi- 
nution in  the  number  of  apprehensions 
for  dnmkenness.  We  are  now  going 
through  another  course  of  experiment ; 
and  not  professing  to  be  in  possession 
of  any  panacea  for  the  solution  of  these 
difficulties,  I  do  not  presume  to  set  up 
any  other  system  in  opposition  to  the 
present  one.  But  I  observe  these  two 
things.  The  enhancing  of  a  monopoly 
means  the  enormous  enhancing  of  the 
value  of  public-house  property  —  it 
means  that  every  man  who  has  entered 
into  the  trade  is  obliged  to  risk  a  larg^ 
stake  in  the  undertaking.  The  purchase 
or  goodwill  is  far  more  extensive  than 
it  was,  and  the  position  of  the  publicans 
h£is  become  one  of  g^reater  and  ereater 
danger.  The  withdrawal  of  the  ucence 
is  the  confiscation  of  his  estate,  and 
what  is  the  effect  of  that  ?  Inefficient 
administration  of  police.  It  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  reconcile  efficient 
and  stringent  administration  of  police 
laws  in  connection  with  liquor-houses  to 
this  system  of  monopoly.  Then  we  have 
this  curious  fact — that  while  Parliament 
has  been  for  so  many  years  busy  in 
diminishing  the  number  of  public- 
houses,  you  have  not,  in  the  ahghtest 
degree,  diminished  the  number  of  ap- 
prehensions for  drunkenness.  Nay» 
more — when  you  come  to  make  a  more 
minute  investigation  of  the  case,  you 
find  that,  so  far  from  there  being  a  cor- 
respondent or  direct  ratio  between  the 
apprehensions  for  drunkenness  and  the 
number  of  public-houses,  you  find  the 
evidence  rather  points  to  the  two  being 
in  an  inverse  ratio  to  each  other.  The 
portion  of  the  Beport  of  the  House  of 
Ijords'  Committee  which  bean  on  this 


4T8        lkUxi€0sHng  Ltqmri         [Mabch  5,  1880]      {lA(m€e9).—£e$oluUon.     474 


■dbject  is  well  worthy  of  attention.  It 
is  at  pago  86,  and  it  appears  from  it  that 
Norwich  is  the  town  that  has  the 
greatest  proportion  of  licensed  houses  to 
population — namely,  one  public-house  to 
ereiy  124  persons,  yet,  at  the  same  time, 
it  has  the  smallest  proportion  of  appre- 
hensions for  drunkenness — namely,  1  to 
137.  Halifax,  on  the  other  hand,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  Leeds,  has  the 
smallest  number  of  public-houses  in 
proportion  to  the  population — namely, 
1  to  252,  yet  has  a  larger  proportion  of 
apprehensions  for  drunkenness — 1  in 
74.  There  are  only  five  towns  which 
show  a  smaller  number  of  licensed 
houses  in  proportion  to  population  than 
LiTeirpool — namely,  1  to  209,  yet  Liver- 
pool has  the  g^atest  number  of  appre- 
hensions for  drunkenness — namelv,  1  in 
34.  I  am  sorry  that  the  House  lost  an 
opportunity  of  trying  a  useful  experi- 
ment by  rejecting  the  Besolution  of  my 
hon.  Friend  tiie  Member  for  Birmingham 
(Mr.  Chamberlain),  which  was  accom- 
panied by  a  plan  which  he  had,  with 
sufficient  care,  drawn  up  to  become  the 
foundation  for  working  it — I  allude  to 
the  Gbtihenbuig  system,  modified  by  my 
hon.  Friend,  aUowing  the  sale  of  liquor, 
bat  separating  it  entirely  from  private 
property,  and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of 
a  public  body.  That  was  an  experiment 
which  it  womd  have  been  most  desirable 
to  tnr  in  the  condition  of  darkness  and 
blindness  in  which  we  are  endeavouring 
to  grope  our  way.  The  House,  however, 
thouffht  otherwise,  and  rejected  the 
Besolution.  How  do  we  stand  at  the 
present  moment?  The  hon.  Member 
lor  Carlisle  says  that  last  year  44 
Liberals  voted  against  him,  probably 
because  they  were  waiting  for  the  Be- 
port  of  the  Lords'  Committee,  and  now 
that  Beport  has  appeared  he  expects  to 
get  their  votes.  Mas  my  hon.  Friond 
read  that  Beport?  If  he  has,  I  think 
he  should  see  that  the  44  Liberals  are 
more  likely  to  vote  against  him  again 
than  otherwise. 

8iB  WILFBID  LAWSON :  I  said, 
or  meant  to  say,  I  thought  those  44 
Liberals  would  now  vote  for  the  Besolu- 
tion ;  because,  since  the  Beport  of  the 
Lords'  Committee  had  boon  presented, 
it  was  clear  nothing  would  be  done. 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  But  is  it  clear 
nothing  will  be  done  ?  For  my  part,  I 
have  always  been  glad  to  avail  mvsolf 
of  any  opportunity — as  in  the  case  oi'  the 


Irish  Sunday  Closing  Bill,  where  there 
appeared  to  be  safe  and  solid  g^imd  for 
the  formation  of  true  views — for  the 
promotion  of  moderate  and  liberal  pro- 
gress. We  have  now  in  our  hands  the 
Beport  of  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  which  embodies  many  propo- 
sitions and  many  recommendations  of 
great  value ;  and  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  is  quite  justified  in 
looking  upon  it  as  in  some  sense  a 
triumph  for  him — a  triumph,  that  is  to 
say,  in  favour  of  the  tendencies  of  his 
general  views  and  arguments,  if  not  in 
favour  of  tho  extreme  proposition  which 
he  advocates.  I  separate  the  Qothen- 
burg  system  from  the  other  recommen- 
dations of  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  although  I  must  own  it  appears 
to  me,  notwithstanding  its  executory 
difficulties,  to  be  in  its  idea  a  very  happy 
conception,  as  it  is  one  which  has  worked 
perfectly  harmoniously  in  the  coimtry  of 
its  origin.  It  has  not  been  attended,  I 
believe,  with  injury  to  those  engaged  in 
the  trade  which  it  superseded,  and  it  was 
carried  into  practice  with  a  just  compen- 
sation of  their  interests.  I  will  not 
speak  further  of  that  law ;  but  I  must 
express  my  hope  that  we  shall  hear 
from  Her  Majesty's  Government  to- 
night that  the^  intend  to  propose  some 
measure  on  the  basis  of  the  Beport  of 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
not  in  tho  least  as  if  they  were  bound 
by  it — far  from  it — but  on  the  basis  of 
the  Beport,  because  they  have  them- 
selves referred  to  the  appearance  of  the 
Beport  as  marking  an  epoch  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  question.  They  spoke  of 
the  Beport,  intimating  that  they  must 
await  its  appearance  before  making  up 
their  minds  as  to  the  course  thoy  should 
adopt.  It  has  now  appeared,  and  is  the 
product  of  very  prolonged  labour,  and 
of  the  application  to  the  subject  of  great 
patience  and  ^eat  intelligence  in  deal- 
ing with  the  difficulties  of  a  most  com- 
plicated question.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  hope  we  shall  hear  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government  that  they  intend 
to  give  us  their  responsible  judgment 
upon  tho  recommendations  of  that  Bo- 
port.  There  are  not  less,  I  believe,  than 
20  recommendations  contained  in  it ; 
and  I  can  hardly  conceive  it  possible  for 
anyone  to  read  the  Beport  and  not  ad- 
mit that  many  of  those  recommendations 
are  of  the  most  practicable  and  valuable 
character.      Tho  Government    awaited 
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that  Keport,  and  the  House  is  ready  to 
lend  no  prejudiced  or  unfavourable  ear 
to  the  plans  which  they  may  propose ; 
for  it  would,  I  think,  be  very  dimcmt  for 
the  Gbvemment  to  show  any  good  rea- 
son why  they  should  not  now  announce 
to  us  the  result  of  their  deliberations  on 
the  important  proposals  contained  in  the 
Beport.  For  my  own  part,  I  cling  to 
the  hope  that,  even  before  this  debate 
closes,  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
announce  to  the  House  that  they  intend 
to  submit  for  its  consideration  some 
practical  amendment  of  the  present  law. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the 
words  quoted  by  my  hon.  Friend,  has 
given  his  adhesion — and  so  perfect  was 
the  harmony  between  them  that  I  might 
almost  say  the  Licensed  Victuallers  also 

gave  their  adhesion — to  the  assertion 
lat  the  existing  state  of  the  law  is  dis- 
graceful. It  was  stated  just  now  that 
greater  is  the  calamity  and  curse  inflicted 
upon  mankind  by  intemperance  than  by 
the  three  g^eat  curses — war,  pestilence, 
and  famine.  I  believe  that  that  propo- 
sition is  true— but  for  whom  ?  Not  for 
European  civilized  countries  in  general ; 
certamly  not  for  Italy,  or  Spain,  or  Por- 
tugal, or  Greece.  Of  France  or  Germany 
it  would  be  ludicrous  to  assert  that  the 
effects  of  intemperance  are  comparable 
with  those  of  the  three  great  historic 
curses.  But  it  is  true  for  us ;  and  the 
fact  that  it  is  true  for  us  is,  I  believe, 
the  measure  of  our  discredit  and  dis- 
grace for  the  state  of  the  law  as  it  now 
exists. 

Mb.  WHEELHOUSE,  who  had  the 
following  Amendment  on  the  Paper : — 

<*  That  it  would  be  undesirable  and  inoppor- 
tune to  change  the  arrangements  now  legis- 
latively provided  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade 
now  earned  on  by  the  licensed  victuallers^ of  this 
Country,  because  any  tribunal  subject  to  periodi- 
cal election  by  popular  canvas  and  vote,  might, 
and  in  all  probability  would,  lead  to  repeated 
instances  of  turmoil,  and  thus  be  detrimental  to 
the  peace  and  quietude  of  every  neigbourhood 
in  England," 

said,  he  would  accept  the  text  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down,  for  the  ri^ht  hon.  Member  for 
Greenwich,  like  himself,  appeared  to  be 
fully  alive  to  the  fact  that  there  could  be 
no  one  in  this  country  who  would  not  only 
in  the  first  instance  denounce,  but  would 
afterwards  endeavour,  as  far  as  he  pos- 
sibly could,  to  put  an  end  to  excessive 
drinking ;  and  he  understood  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  like  himself,  believed 

Mr,  Gladstone 


that  with  our  present  ideas,  with  our 
present  knowledge  on  the  subject,  it 
would  be  most  undesirable  and  inoppor- 
tune to  make  the  change  which  was  sug- 
gested by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Carlisle.     That  was  pnactically  the 
point  to  which  his  (Mr.  Wheelhouse's) 
own  alternative  proposition    extended. 
He  had  never  been  one  of  those  who 
said  9um  poisumtu.    He  was  as  anxious 
as  anyone  that  there  should  be  a  limit 
to  excessive  drinking;    but  the  result 
of  the  present  Besomtion,  crude  as  it 
was,  would  be  infinitely  for  the  worse 
in  every  direction.    What  did  the  hon. 
Baronet,  by  this  Motion,  ask  the  House 
to  do  ?    He  wanted  to  take  the  licens- 
ing power  out  of  the  hands  of  the  gen- 
tlemen  who  had  exerdsed  it  for  be- 
tween 200  and  800  vears,  and  to  place 
it — where  ?    In  the  hands  of  the  Town 
Council,  the  Local  Board,  the  Yestty; 
or,  at  all  events,  in  the  hands  of  some 
body  of  gentlemen  who  were  responsible 
to  some  other  body — the  electors — ^who 
had  the  power  of  replacing  them  at  in- 
tervals, it  might  be  of  12  months,  or,  at 
most,  three  years.    With  every  respect 
for  the  integrity  of  the  view  expressed 
by  the  hon.  Baronet,  with  every  desire 
to  follow  as  closely  as  he  could  the  argu- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Morpeth 
(Mr.   Burt),  he  oould  not  understand 
upon  what  possible  principle  any  tri- 
bunal which  was  subject  to  periodical 
elections,  which  was  the  subject  of  can- 
vass and  vote  by  almost  all  classes  of  the 
commimity,  could  exercise  a  discretion 
equally  free  and  equally  unfettered  with 
that  of  the  local  magistracy  in  matters 
of  this  kind.     If,  for  the  purpose  of 
argument,  it  could  for  a  moment  De  con- 
ceded  that  magistrates  were  likely  to  be 
influenced  by  any  local  considerations 
whatever,  would  not  every  one  of  those 
considerations  occur  with  ten-fold  force 
in  respect  to  an^  body  which  had  to  be 
electea  ?    Was  it  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  an  elected  body  would  be  less  uable 
to  influence  than  the  local  magistrates-^ 
he  thought  he  might  say  gentlemen— 
who  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  property  beyond  seeing,  for  the  sake 
of  their  own  households  as  well  as  for 
the   sake  of  the  neighbourhood,   that 

Sub  lie-houses  were  properly  conducted. 
»ut  could  anyone  who  knew  what  popu* 
lar  elections  were  doubt  that  if  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  Besolution  were  applied 
every  influence  which  could  be  brought 
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to  bear  on  eleotioziB  now  would  hereafter 
be  intenmfied  ?    Popular  elections  were, 
no  doubty  vezy  well  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances 'and  with  certain  subjects ; 
but  if  there  was  one  question  more  than 
another  that  would  be  likely  to  add  to 
the  turmoil  and  disorder  of  an  election, 
it  was  this  matter.     At  all  events,  such 
a  change  in  the  law  would  be  likely  to 
do  so,  and  the  placine  the  power  of 
ffrantini^  licences  to  public-houses,  as  in- 
aicated  m  the  Besolution,  would  become 
in  every  town  and  district  a  Party  ques- 
tion.    He  thought  that  those  considera- 
tions would  fairly  meet  the  arguments 
of  those  who  had  introduced  and  sup- 
ported the  Besolution.     But  by  what 
means  did  the  hon.  Baronet  propose  to 
cany  out  local  option  ?    Was  it  to  be 
conterminous  witn  the  Town  Council? 
Well,  unfortunately,  in  the  North  of 
England  every  Town  Council  was  elected 
upon  what  were  called  political  prin- 
apleSy  and  it  was  known  that  in  the  elec- 
tion of  almost  all  local  bodies  quasi- 
political  considerations   had   great  in- 
fluence, and,  indeed,   were  allowed  to 
dominate  over  nearly  every  other.  There- 
fore, he  contended  it  was  not  desirable 
to  put  a  question   of   this    kind — the 
granting  of  licences — in  the  hands  of 
uiose  ^ose  political  predilections  had 
placed  them  in  authority.    But,  in  the 
absence  of  a  Town  Council,  was  the  local 
option  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Gichool  Board,  or  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  or  in  the  hands  of  a  Vestry, 
however  select  ?    How  was  the  House 
to  frame  a  measure  on  premises  so  vague 
as  those  laid  down,  or  attempted  to  be 
shadowed  forth,  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  ?    This  was,  it  was 
true,  an  abstract  Besolution ;  but  if  it 
was  adopted  by  the  House,  would  it  not 
be  converted  by  the  hon.  Baronet  into 
the  Permissive  Bill,  or  something  stronger 
even  than  that?  It  was  simply  an  attempt 
to  ffet  in  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge, 
BO  mat  it  might  afterwards  be  driven 
home.    The  neht  hon.  Gentleman  saw 
in  a  moment  the  weakness  of  the  hon. 
Baronet's    position,   and    demonstrated 
as  clearly  as  could  be  shown  that  thin 
abstract  Kesolution  must,  at  least,  load 
to  the  re-proposition    of   the   Permis- 
sive Bill,  and  that  it  was  large  enough, 
net-like  enough,  to  include  within   its 
meshes  a  very  much  larsor  proposition 
even   than  that  Bill,      lie  had  heard 
with  satisfaction  the  right  hon.  Gentle- . 


man's  observations  with  respect  to  vested 
interests.    Personally,  he  was  no  advo- 
cate of  monopolies ;  but  where  a  mono- 
poly had  been  allowed  to  grow  up,  and 
had  been  regulated  by  licences  and  re- 
strictions, then  it  was  only  fair  that  the 
vested    interests  of  those  engaged    in 
carrying  on  that  monopoly  should  be 
equitably  considered.     Without,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  saying  the  hon.  Baronet 
was  not  justly  within  his  right  in  choos- 
ing to  proceed  by  abstract  Besolution, 
he  thought  it  would  be  infinitely  more  to 
the  puri>osc,  and  a  saving  of  the  time  of 
the  House,  and  a  more  statesmanlike 
proceeding,  to  bring  the  question  for- 
ward in  the  shape  of  a  Bill,  so  that  the 
House  might  have  the  details  of  the  pro- 
posal before  it,  and  be  enabled  to  pro- 
ceed in  a  legislative  and  statutory  man- 
ner.    He  was  told  that  this  was  not  a 
teetotal  question;   but  it  was  brought 
forward  by  one  total  abstainer,  seconded 
by  another,  and  it  would,  no  doubt,  re- 
ceive the  support  of  almost  eveiy  total  ab- 
stainer in  and  out  of  the  House,  so  that  it 
looked  more  like  a  teetotal  question  than 
a  question  involving  merely  temperance. 
He  trusted  there  were  none  who  did  not 
like  temperance  for  itself,  none  who  pre- 
ferred insobriety  and  disorder  to  com- 
fort  and    good  order ;    but    when    ho 
was  told  that  drunkenness  was  on  the 
increase,  he  begged  leave,  not  merely 
to   deny  that  statement,  but  to  assert 
that  it  was  on  the  decrease,  although 
the  extra  vigilance  displayed  in  arrest- 
ing drunkards  might  seem  to  point  to 
the  contrary.     We  were  daily  becoming 
a  more  sober  people ;  and  if  there  was 
any  exception  to  that  rule — he  was  sorry 
to  have  to  say  it,  and  especially  of  the 
female  population — it  was  not  the  fault 
of  the  Licensed  Victuallers,  but  because 
of  the  facilities  for  drink  that  had  been 
given  by  granting  grocers'  and   other 
licences  that  were  beyond  the  control  of 
the  magistrates.     It  had  been  said  that 
this  was  a  national  question.     He  quite 
agreed  with  that  view,    and  therefore 
thought  that  it  would  be  infinitely  better 
if  it  were  loft  in  the  hands  of  a  national 
body  like  the  magistrates,  rather  than 
to  little  cliques  of  an  irresponsible  de- 
scription,    lie  admitted  that  there  were 
anomalies  in  the  present  system  of  dis- 
tribution ;    but  contended   that  if  they 
went  back  upon  thu   Alehouse   Act  of 
Geo.   IV.  the  charge  against  the  Licen- 
sed A'ictuallers  as  a  body  of  promoting 
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drunkenness,  would  fall  into  compara- 
tive nothingness.  But  it  was  said,  and 
upon  high  authority,  that  it  might  be 
desirable  to  have  Free  Trade  in  drink, 
and  that  the  Liverpool  experiment  had 
never  been  properly  tried ;  but  he  did 
not  believe  it  to  be  possible  to  obtain 
complete  Free  Trade  in  England  in  any- 
thing, and  it  would  be  undesirable  to 
have  it,  most  of  all,  in  drink.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Carlisle  had  told  them 
that  the  measures  for  the  sale  of  cheap 
beer  and  cheap  wine  had  been  failures. 
He  was  very  much  inclined,  for  once, 
to  agree  with  the  hon.  Baronet.  They 
had  been  failures,  and  they  were  likely 
to  be  failures.  Those  who  were  old 
enough  to  remember  the  beerhouse 
legislation  of  Lord  Brougham  and  his 
day  would  probably  recollect  that  it 
was  then  foreseen  that  it  was  doubt- 
ful whether  cheap  beer,  under  the  beer- 
house system,  would  be  the  unmiti- 
gated good  which  it  supporters  claimed 
for  it.  But  when  it  came  to  the  Wine 
Licences  Act,  when  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable, under  a  so-called  Treaty  of 
Commerce,  to  bring  in  cheap  clarets,  he 
knew  very  well  what  the  consequence 
would  be,  and  foretold  it,  and  every  pre- 
diction which  he  made,  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago,  had  come  to  pass.  Were 
the  wage-earning  class  of  this  country 
any  better  for  the  importation  of  cheap 
clarets  ?  No.  From  the  period  of  their 
introduction  females,  and  persons  in 
rather  a  better  class  of  life  than  those 
who  habitually  resorted  to  the  public- 
house,  had  become  more  and  more  sub- 
ject to  intoxication.  That  was  a  fearful 
responsibility,  and  he  was  one  of  those 
who  would  hark  back  from  the  lines  of 
that  legislation,  and  the  sooner  the  evil 
was  arrested  the  better  it  would  be  for 
the  country.  He  was  as  much  astonished 
as  amused  when  he  heard  scraps  and 
extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Lords' 
Committee  on  Intemperance  quoted 
either  in  support  of  the  Permissive  Bill 
or  local  option.  With  one  single  excep- 
tion, there  was  scarcely  a  paragraph  or 
passage  in  the  whole  of  that  Report 
which  fortified  the  position  taken  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carlisle.  The  Permis- 
sive Bill,  in  so  many  words,  was  actually 
denounced.  They  were  told  in  that  Re- 
port that  whatever  else  thoy  did  they 
must  not  legislate  on  the  lines  of  the 
Permissive  Bill.  If  they  were  to  take 
a  Report  they  must  take  it  as  a  whole, 
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and  not  take  out  scraps  and  little  bite 
here  and  there  which  suited  particular 
lines  of  argument  or  Bqua,{red  in  with 
particular  views.  They  were  told  that 
many  important  bodies  wore  in  favour 
of  local  option,  and  clergymen  were  said 
to  be  foremost  in  support  of  the  measure. 
It  was  veiy  odd,  nowever,  that  thej 
scarcely  ever  found  among^  the  dergj- 
men  signing  either  Petitions  or  Memo> 
rials,  for  local  option,  that  any  of  them 
were  Justices  of  the  Peace.  If  they 
were  they  would  probably  tell  a  very 
different  story.  He  was  prepared  to 
admit  that  the  Church  in  all  its  Dranchea 
was  acting  as  a  part  of  the  g^at  polioe 
system  of  the  country ;  but  those  clergy- 
men— and  for  the  Profession  he  hoped 
he  had  his  fair  proportion  of  respect — 
who  went  to  the  extent  of  signinff  Me- 
morials in  favour  of  local  option  did  not 
exactly  take  in  the  whole  soope  of  the 
question,  nor  did  they  consider  into 
whose  hands  the  power  now  vested  in 
the  magistrates  would  be  intrusted  in 
their  own  parishes  and  their  own  eccle- 
siastical districts.  When  the  clerical 
body  told  them  that  local  option  would 
be  an  advantage  to  the  country,  the 
statesmen  in  that  House  begged  respect- 
fully, and  by  a  very  large  majority, 
to  differ  from  that  view.  If  thc^ 
began  to  deal  with  matters  of  thia 
kind  upon  the  local  option  principle 
secret  drinking  would  increase  ten* 
fold.  Everybody  would  endeavour  to 
evade  the  law,  and  there  would  be  in 
every  locality  an  increase  of  that  most 
pernicious  system  of  secret  drinking  and 
social  inebriety.  They  were  told  thai 
the  licensing  plan  was  the  gpreateit 
failure  that  the  world  had  ever  seen. 
Statements  of  that  kind  mi^t  be  made, 
but  they  meant  nothing.  He  had  beoi 
reminded,  since  he  entered  the  House, 
that  in  Middlesex  and  Westminster,  no 
fewer  than  500  and  450  licences  had 
been  re-granted  to  applicants,  against 
not  one  of  whom  was  there  a  dliaoow  of 
complaint.  Did  that  say  nothing  in 
favour  of  the  magisterial  super?uion 
that  was  exercised  r  He  apprehended 
that  under  no  other  supervision  oould 
they  have  such  an  amount  of  good  man- 
agement, reflecting  credit  alike  on  die 
publicans  as  a  body,  and  on  the  bench 
of  magistrates.  He  was  not  going  to 
talk  of  depriving  the  poor  man  of  his 
beer ;  but  so  long  as  the  Clubs  and 
cellars  of  the  rich  were  allowed  to  dis* 
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tribate  dritik  to  the  npper  classes  of 
society,  it  was  but  right  to  leave  to  the 
hambler  classes  the  only  cellar  which, 
practically,  theypossessed— namely,  the 
public-bouses.  Hon.  Members  could  not 
nide  from  themselves  that  if  they  legis- 
lated upon  the  lines  of  local  option  or 
total  abstinence  it  would  place  the 
humbler  class  of  the  community  in  a  far 
worse  position  than  they  were  ever 
placed  m  before.  With  regard  to  the 
Gothenburg  system,  it  was  impossible  to 
institute  any  fair  comparison  between 
this  country  and  Sweden ;  the  necessities 
and  wants  of  the  two  people  were  so  dis- 
similar. The  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Carlisle  described  himself  as  one  of  the 
plagues  of  the  House.  Whatever  might 
be  said  of  his  views,  the  hon.  Baronet, 
peraonally,  was  deservedly  a  favourite 
with  the  House,  and  infused  into  its  de- 
liberations a  good  humour  of  which  it 
was  to  be  regretted  they  had  not  more. 
It  was  said  that  it  was  only  reasonable  to 
giye  power  to  the  majority  in  each  dis- 
trict to  prevent  drink  shops  being  estab- 
lished where  they  were  not  wanted. 
The  fiact  was,  however,  that  drink  shops 
would  never  be  found  where  they  were 
not  wanted,  because  no  body  of  men 
oould  exercise  a  more  strict — not  to  say 
a  more  severe — control  over  the  granting 
of  new  licences,  than  the  present  magis- 
trates did.  He  contended  that  the 
magistrates  were  much  fitter  to  exercise 
that  control,  and  were  less  likely  to  be 
acted  upon  by  extraneous  influences, 
than  any  other  local  bodies.  Believing 
that  the  Licensing  Act  was  efficient  for 
its  puipose,  and  that  the  measure  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Baronet  was  unjust, 
uncalled  for,  and  calculated,  if  adopted, 
to  pxore  injurious  to  the  community,  he 
would  vote  most  decidedly  against  the 
Beaolution. 

Ma.  LEATHAM  congratulated  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Carlisle  on 
having  made  a  change  of  front  which 
enabled  many  hon.  Gentlemon  who  had 
long  desired  to  offer  him  a  certain  de- 
gree of  support  to  do  so  without  diifi- 
culty.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gontloiuan 
who  last  spoke  had  argued  as  though  the 
Motion  before  the  House  were  Bubntan- 
tially  the  same  as  the  Permissive  Bill. 
If  he  thought  so  he  would  frankly  admit 
that  he  could  not  support  the  LIution  of 
his  hon.  Friend.  It  always  appeared  to 
him  to  be  one  of  the  merits  of  his  hon. 
Friend's  Motion  that  it  got  rid  of  his 
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hon.  Friend's  Bill.  Two  objections  to 
the  Bill  always  seemed  conclusive  to  his 
mind.  One  had  been  referred  to  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Greenwich  (Mr.  Gladstone)  — 
namely,  that  his  hon.  Friend  proposed 
to  extmguish  a  vast  trade  which  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  State  for  cen- 
turies back,  and  in  which  an  inmiense 
amount  of  capital  was  embarked,  without 
any  compensation  whatever.  The  hon. 
Baronet  used  to  say  that  he  wished  to 
leave  the  question  of  compensation  un- 
touched ;  but  that  was  just  what  the 
robber  said  who  picked  his  pocket.  It 
was  all  very  well  to  say  that  the  licence 
was  only  granted  for  one  year,  and  that 
the  power  which  originally  granted  it 
could  refuse  to  re-grant  it ;  but  that  was 
a  mistake,  for  the  Justices  oould  not 
refuse  to  do  so  without  reason  assigned, 
so  that  so  long  as  the  business  was 
carried  on  without  misconduct  it  oould 
not  be  interfered  with,  and  even  if  there 
was  misconduct  it  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient, unless  persisted  in  after  re- 
peated warnings.  Another  equally 
fatal  objection  to  his  hon.  Friend's 
Bill  was  very  well  put  last  year  in  a 
speech  delivered  by  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  (Sir 
Matthew  White  Bidley),  when  he  said 
that  ''we  ought  not  to  subordinate  the 
privileges  of  the  sober  man  to  the  refor- 
mation of  the  drunkard."  The  rights]of 
the  individual  were  so  completelv  sacri- 
ficed by  that  Bill  that,  had  it  become 
law,  all  facilities  for  procuring  an  essen- 
tial article  of  diet  would  have  disap- 
peared over  a  very  wide  area.  Possibly 
the  Motion  before  the  House  had  suf- 
fered somewhat  from  the  advocacy  of 
his  hon.  Friend,  because  no  one  would 
believe  that  he  had  not  a  Permissive 
Bill  concealed  about  his  person ;  yet  the 
Kesolution  simply  declared  the  new  prin- 
ciple that  the  inhabitants  of  a  district 
should  be  entitled  to  exercise  some  sort 
of  control  over  the  number  of  public- 
housos  existing  among  them.  If  the 
IIouso  were  dealing  with  a  Bill,  it  would 
huvo  been  necessary,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Greenwich 
had  said,  to  consider  the  whole  question 
of  compensation,  and  with  the  best 
means  of  preserving,  to  some  extent,  tlie 
rights  of  the  minority.  Ilis  own  consti- 
tuency contained  many  men  in  whose 
minds  the  question  had  never  been 
allowed  to  slumber;  but  he  had  never 
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Yoted  for  the  Bill,  though,  as  far  as  the 
Kesolution  went,  he  thought  his  hon. 
Friend  had  proved  his  point.  It  was  a 
monstrous  thing,  considering  the  powers 
already  conferred  upon  localities,  that 
they  should  be  crowded  and  crammed 
with  public-houses  without  being  able  to 
ofiPer  anything  like  an  effective  resistance. 
Few  persons  had  better  opportunities  of 
gauging  the  strength  of  an  agitation 
than  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Carlisle.  He  was  apparently  of  opinion 
that  there  was  no  radical  cure  for  intem- 
perance but  total  prohibition,  though 
much  might  be  done  by  restrictive  legis- 
lation. It  was  to  be  hoped,  then,  that 
his  hon.  Friend  would  not  renounce  the 
opportunity  of  making  a  real  attack  on 
the  intemperance  of  the  country.  For 
his  own  part,  he  should  vote  for  the  Be- 
Bolution  ;  because  he  saw  in  the  recog- 
nition of  the  principle  of  local  option 
some  chance  of  setting  up  an  enlightened 
public  opinion — some  hope  of  escape 
from  the  great  moral  disease  of  the 

country.        

Mr.  RODWELL  wished  to  say  a  word 
or  two  with  reference  to  a  remark  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Carlisle 
(Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson)  that  was,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  personal  to  himself.  It  had 
been  stated  by  the  hon.  Baronet  that  in 
the  village  of  Ampton  there  was  not  a 
single  beer-house  or  public-house.  That 
was  the  case ;  but  if  he  thought  the  in- 
habitants required  a  public-house,  or 
that  their  wants  justified  the  presence  of 
one,  and  that  he  refused  to  ^ve  them 
that  accommodation,  he  should  consider 
himself  as  most  selfish  and  unworthy  of 
the  position  which  he  held.  Whatever 
the  rights  of  property  might  be,  he  re- 
pudiated the  notion  that  a  person  ought 
tyrannically  or  arbitrarily  to  interfere 
with  the  wants  of  his  poorer  neighbours. 
With  regard  to  the  Kesolution  of  the 
hon.  Baronet,  it  professed  to  affirm  the 
principle  of  local  option ;  but,  reading 
it  by  the  light  of  the  addresses  delivered 
by  the  hon.  Baronet  and  his  followers, 
and  by  what  was  said  of  it  in  those  pub- 
lic organs  which  advocated  temperance, 
he  firaily  believed  that  the  intention  was, 
not  to  give  local  option  only,  but  to  sup- 
press and  close  all  public-houses.  It 
was  because  he  feared  this  tyrannical 
result  that  he  could  not  give  his  vote  in 
favour  of  the  Kesolution.  The  people 
to  whom  the  right  of  exercising  local 
option  would  be  given  were  people  who 
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were  entirely  independent  of  public- 
house  accommodation,  and  who  nad  all 
the  means  at  their  own  firesidee  of  en- 
joying every  comfort  and  indulgence. 
The  Motion  would  introduce  class  legis- 
lation of  the  ver^  worst  description,  and 
a  great  deal  of  discontent  throughout  the 
country.  He  was  willing  to  fOlow  that 
the  Licensing  Laws  required  amend- 
ment ;  but  not  in  the  sense  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Baronet.  That  hon.  Gentleman 
wished  to  make  the  granting  of  a  licence 
the  subject  of  a  popular  vote.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  Kodwell)  admitted  that  all  classes 
of  the  community  should  have  the  same 
means  of  expressing  their  opinions  and 
views;  but  he  thought  that  could  be 
done  without  altering  the  existing  ma- 
chinery if  the  magistrates,  when  a  new 
licence  was  applied  for,  took  care  to  as- 
certain the  feeungs  of  the  people.  He 
might  be  allowed,  perhaps,  to  mention 
one  matter  to  which,  the  hon.  Baronet 
had  alluded  with  very  good  taste  and  in 
an  amusing  manner — namely,  the  local 
option  meeting  at  Cambridge.  Now,  he 
would  ofiTer  the  hon.  Baronet  a  little  bit 
of  advice,  as  he  believed  he  had  brought 
upon  himself  the  indignation  of  the 
meeting  by  the  intemperance  of  his  lan- 
guage. If  his  language  had  been  more 
moderate,  if  he  had  not  levelled  an 
attack  upon  himself,  and  refrained  from 
sarcasms  upon  the  rosy  appearance  of 
the  Licensed  Victuallers,  he  would  have 
been  heard  with  patience.  However,  he 
had  not  taken  the  chair  at  that  meeting, 
as  had  been  arranged ;  neither  had  he 
even  attended  it,  for  a  good  reason.  At 
first,  he  supposed  it  would  be  a  public 
meeting ;  but  afterwards,  when  opposi- 
tion was  apprehended,  admission  was 
granted  by  tickets  only,  and  the  meeting 
became  one-sided  and  ezduaive.  He 
thought  it  a  great  farce  that  he,  actinff 
as  it  was  said  as  a  ''  moderator,"  ahonld 
preside  at  a  meeting  where  no  disoossion 
was  to  be  allowed,  and  where  he  could 
not  call  upon  anyone  to  move  an  amend- 
ment. He  said,  therefore,  that  the  pro- 
moters  of  the  meeting  had  better  get 
somebody  else,  and  then  it  was  stated 
that  he  ran  away.  He  should  be  quite 
ready  to  join  Cardinal  Manning,  Canon 
Wilberforce,  or  the  hon.  Baronet  at  a 
meeting,  so  long  as  there  was  free  dia- 
cussion,  people  could  ask  questions,  and 
inform  themselves  what  local  option 
really  meant.  He  flattered  himself  that 
had  the  promoters  allowed  him  to  pre* 
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side  at  the  meeting,  and  there  had  been 
free  diBCUsrion,  the  people,  knowing  his 
views,  would  have  oeen  more  orderly, 
and  the  hon.  Baronet  would  have  had  a 
better  reception  and  would  not  have  had 
to  run  away,  which  he  really  did. 

Mb.  mark  STEWAET  said,  he 
would  venture  to  intrude  a  very  few 
words  on  the  House  in  explanation  of 
the  course  he  proposed  to  take.  Last 
year  he  made  the  statement  that  in 
voting  for  the  Motion  he  most  distinctly 
protested  against  being  considered  to  be 
supporting  the  Permissive  Bill.  That 
protest  he  would  emphasize  in  more  dis- 
tinct words.  He  was  only  sorry  that 
when  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson)  brought 
on  his  Motion  he  did  not  explain  a  little 
more  fully  its  real  meaning.  Though 
the  words  of  the  Motion  were  the  same 
as  that  of  last  year,  he,  like  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friena  who  had  just  sat  down 
(Mr.    Bodwell),   felt  voir    much    per- 

glezed ;  and  he  had  hoped  that  they  should 
ave  had  more  light  thrown  upon  the 
matter  with  regard  to  what  was  really 
meant.  He  would,  however,  endeavour 
to  state  what  meaning  he  attached  to  it 
himself,  and  it  would  only  be  in  that 
sense  that  he  should  support  the  Beso- 
lution.  A  great  deal  of  discussion  had 
taken  place,  and  they  had  heard  of  the 
difficulties  which  surrounded  the  ques- 
tion, and  some  speakers  had  asserted 
that  Free  Trade  in  drink  had  proved  a 
failure ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Ghreenwich  now  asserted 
that  it  had  never  been  fairly  tried,  and 
could  not  be  considered,  therefore,  to 
have  been  played  out.  And  another 
question  had  been  brought  forward — 
tnat  of  total  prohibition,  though  it  had 
been  touched  upon,  comparatively,  in  a 
slight  degree.  His  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Leatham — \^Laugh(er~\ — he 
meant  the  hon.  Member  for  HudderBfield 
(Mr.  Leatham) — had  made  a  epoech 
which,  contrary  to  his  usual  cloarnoss, 
was  perplexed :  and,  instead  of  grappling 
boldly  with  the  question,  ho  avoiilod 
touching  the  root  of  it  at  all.  What 
they  had  to  consider  that  evening  was, 
whether  it  was  desirable  to  place  fur- 
ther restrictions  on  the  liquor  trafHc. 
He  should  be  glad  to  hoar  that  the  Go- 
vernment intended  to  bring  in  a  com- 
prehensive measure  dealing  with  the 
question,  as  hon.  Members  had  now  had 
time  to  read  and  thoroughly  understand 


the  Report  of  the  House  of  Lords'  Com- 
mittee on  Intemperance.  If  something 
was  not  now  done  in  the  way  of  legisla- 
tion it  would  be  impossible  to  avoid 
effecting  a  reform  in  the  next  Parlia- 
ment. It  seemed  to  him  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  subordinate  the  privi- 
leges of  the  sober  to  those  who  imoibed 
too  freely.  Any  measure  which  gave 
the  whole  power  into  the  hands  of  a 
plebiscite  or  local  majority  would  hit  very 
far  from  the  mark  in  doing  good.  Fur- 
ther than  that,  he  did  not  himself  think 
that  the  real  remedy  lay  in  that  ex- 
treme. It  lay  rather  between  the  two 
extremes.  He  did  think  that  what  that 
House  ought  to  study  was  as  far  as  pos- 
sible to  give  liberty,  and  also  to  consult 
Eublic  convenience.  It  did  not  do  for 
on.  Members,  who  had  not  the  inclina- 
tion to  go  into  a  public-house,  or  who 
did  not  imbibe  wines  or  any  drinks  at 
all — it  did  not  do  for  them  to  hold  up 
their  hands  and  inveigh — to  them,  with 
righteous  indignation — against  those  who 
actually  felt,  from  the  necessities  of  their 
nature,  that  they  ought  to  take  some 
stimulants  during  the  day.  Everyone 
had  his  own  particular  nostrum,  every- 
one had  his  own  particular  way  of  deiu- 
ing  with  this  important  question  as  he 
thought  best,  and  the  consequence  was 
that  nothing  at  all  was  done.  He  gave 
all  possible  credit  to  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid 
Lawson)  for  having  so  systematically 
brought  this  question  year  after  year  be- 
fore the  House,  and  for  having,  by  his 
humour,  made  interesting  that  which  in 
other  hands  would  probably  be  most  un- 
interesting. There  was  a  great  amount 
of  feeling  about  disturbing  the  magis- 
trates in  the  possession  of  the  power 
which  they  now  used  with  great  intelli- 
gence and  for  the  well-being  of  the 
community ;  and  it  was  felt  that  those 
magistrates,  who  had  had  the  power  for 
330  years,  ought  not  to  be  rudely  pushed 
aside  and  their  power  put  into  the  hands 
of  persons  who  had  never  felt  such  re- 
sponsibility. There  was  another  class 
of  Members,  and  there  were  persons 
outside  the  House,  who  believed  that 
education  had  something  to  do  with  the 
question,  and  felt  that,  by  the  statistics 
of  education,  it  was  proved  that  intem- 
poranco  was  diminishing  among  tho 
better  educated.  There  wore  other  men's 
interests  and  the  customs  of  tho  popula- 
tion, and  there  was  tho  point  which  tho 
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right  hon.  Member  for  Greenwich  made 
on  the  question  of  vested  interests — a 

goint  which  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  Mark 
tewart),  without  imputing  any  motive, 
to  be  one  they  were  not  so  accustomed 
to  hear  from  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House,  but  which  ought  to  be  specially 
guarded  and  protected.  Then,  again, 
hon.  Members  felt  that  the  fluctuation 
of  public  opinion,  varying,  as  it  did, 
and  spreading  about  and  over,  was 
against  the  publican  unless  he  was 
guarded  by  law.  A  magistrate  did  not 
feel  himself  in  duty  bound  to  renew  a 
licence  when  there  was  nothing  against 
the  character  of  a  publican ;  and  if  it 
were  not  lor  that,  they  would  get  a  class 
of  men  in  the  trade  without  capital  and 
without  means,  and  very  much  the 
class  of  men  whom  they  did  not 
want  to  have.  But  he  would  pass  on 
to  some  of  the  points  involved  in  the 
Besolution  before  the  House.  He  con- 
ceived that  the  true  principle  of  all  this 
licensing  question  was  this — that  it  ought 
to  be  legislated  upon  for  the  good  of  the 
entire  people,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  a 
matter  regulated  here  or  regulated  there, 
but  what  was  the  general  good  ought  to 
be  the  general  wish ;  and  what  the 
House  desired  to  promote  would  be, 
that  the  matter  should  not  be  vested  en- 
tirely in  the  hands  of  the  people,  but 
that  there  should  be  associated  with  the 
magistrates  a  certain  number  of  asses- 
sors, who  should  know  the  individual 
wants  of  a  particular  district.  If  that 
were  done,  then  he  should  say  they  were 
going  in  the  direction  which  carried  force 
and  weight  of  conviction  to  the  nunds  of 
the  people.  In  Scotland  the  people,  in 
the  flrst  instance,  elected  the  Town  Coun- 
cils, and  then  the  Town  Councils  se- 
lected f^m  among  their  number  the 
bailies,  who  were  borough  magistrates ; 
and  no  new  licence  by  the  Act  of  1876, 
brought  in  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Glasgow  (Mr.  Anderson),  could  be 
granted,  unless  it  was  by  the  concur- 
rence of  the  magistrates  elected  by  the 
Town  Council,  and  also  with  that  of  the 
magistrates  of  the  county  in  which  the 
borough  was  situated.  In  that  case, 
there  was  a  prohibition  which  might  be 
brought  into  exercise,  and  it  was  a  great 
boon  on  this  question  of  new  licences. 
If  he  understood  the  matter,  that  was 
not  the  case  in  England.  Well,  what 
should  be  the  position  and  the  duty  of 
the  magistrates?      He    took  it    there 
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ought  to  be  assessors.  Suppose  there 
were  one  or  two  assessors  elected  by  the 
people  to  assist  in  advising  the  magis- 
trates. He  thought  it  would  work  welL 
He  might  say  that,  acting  upon  this  Be- 
solution last  year,  he  brought  in  a  Bill, 
along  with  several  other  hon.  Members, 
and  the  point  of  that  measure  was  that 
the  licensing  authority  should  take  into 
consideration  the  circumstances  of  the 
district,  and  that  no  new  certificate 
should  be  granted  unless  required  by 
the  public,  and  the  character  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  population  of  the  dis- 
trict, the  description  of  the  premises  to 
be  licensed,  and  the  number  of  rooms 
therein  should  be  described,  and  that 
the  application  should  be  supported  by 
signatures  of  persons  in  its  fayour.  He 
took  it  that  he  had  so  far  been  persistent 
in  support  of  local  option  in  endeavour- 
ing to  carry  that  Bill.  The  measure 
passed  the  second  reading ;  but,  under 
the  half-past  12  Rule,  he  was  unable  to 
get  it  advanced  further.  Not  only  would 
the  assessors  sit  and  advise  the  magis- 
trates, but  they  would  be  able  to  make 
inquiries,  which  the  magistrates  could 
not  prosecute,  as  to  the  population,  and 
in  other  respects  they  would  be  able  to 
check  abuses,  and  bring  abuses  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  magistrates,  and  they 
would  be  able  to  supervise  transfers  and 
enable  the  system  of  licensing  to  be 
thoroughly  supervised.  In  rea<un^  be- 
tween the  lines  of  the  Besolution-- 
which,  he  thought,  they  would  be  jus- 
tified in  doing,  seeing  that  it  was  an  ab- 
stract Besolution — he  would  make  it  a 
strong  point  that,  whilst  there  most  be  a 
minimimi  restriction,  licences  must  not 
go  beyond  a  maximum.  Taking  these 
views  into  consideration,  that  the  ques- 
tion was  not  only  of  great  imporUnoe 
under  the  circumstances  to  the  whole 
country,  and  not  alone  to  the  particular 
constituencies,  it  would  reflect  credit  on 
the  Government  if  they  would  bring  in, 
or  give  the  House  to  understand  thejr 
would  bring  in,  some  measure  whioL 
really  would  desi  with  this  question,  and 
proclaim  to  the  ooimtry  their  intention  of 
grappling  with  the  e^m. 

Mb.  GOLMAN  said,  he  should  not 
have  risen  to  address  the  House  but  for 
the  prominence  which  had  been  given  to 
the  case  of  Norwich  by  the  remarks  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Greenwich,  who  quoted  from  the  Be- 
port  of  the  Lords'  Committee  on  Intem* 
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perance,  that  Norwich,  with  the  largest  [ 
number  of  public-houses  in  proportion  | 
to  the  population,  had  yet  the  smallest ; 
amount  of  drunkenness.    He  wished  to  ! 
assure  the  House  that  there  was  no  laxity  : 
on  the  part  of  the  magistrates  or  police  | 
in  deahng  with  the  drunkenness  of  the  ' 
city.      He  had  himself  observed  with 
considerable    satisfaction,   while    going 
through  the  city  late  at  night,  the  ex- 
treme quietness  of   its  streets,   where 
there  were  a  larger  number  of  public- 
houses  than  he  cared  to  see.     However, 
he  did  not  wish  the  House  to  infer  that 
the  magistrates  in  Norwich  felt  that  the 
more  public-houses  there  were  the  less 
drunkenness  prevailed ;    but  they  had 
been,  on  the  other  hand,  very  careful  of 
the  number  of  new  licences  granted.  He 
also  felt,  and  it  seemed  to  him  to  be  the 
strongest  argument  that  could  be  put 
forward  on  behalf  of  the  Hosolution  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wil- 
«  frid  Lawaon),  that  communities  should 
have  the  same    power  as  individuals. 
When  they  knew  that  individuals  had 
power  on  their  own  estates  to  prevent 
public-houses  being  established  lie  could 
not    understand    why    the    community 
should  not  have  the  same  power.     But 
he  wished  to  dissociate  himself  from  the 
doubtful    views    on    compensation    ex- 

Sressed  by  the  hon.  Baronet,  and  to  say 
istinctly  that  if  the  community  shut  up 
the  public-houses  they  were  bound  to 
compensate  the  owners  of  them,  for  that 
was  simply  doing  what  an  individual 
would  have  to  do.  If  an  individual  on 
his  own  prr>perty  wished  to  close  a  pub- 
lic-house he  would  have  to  buy  the  li- 
cence at  a  considerably  enhanced  cost, 
and  in  that  sense  he  believed  communi- 
ties were  bound  to  do  the  sniiio  thing. 
Therefore,  ho  thought  if  a  moasure  wf  re 
brought  forward  wiiich  had  for  its  olijoct 
the  reduction  of  thu  number  of  public- 
houses  some  compensation  sliould  bo 
given  to  vested  interests.  With  that 
explanation,  he  should  vote  for  the  Ke- 
sotution  of  the  hon.  Baronet. 

Mb.  BULAVER  said,  ho  was  well 
acquainted  with  Norwich,  and  quite 
agreed  with  what  had  been  stated  in  re- 
gard to  it  by  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  addressed  the  House  (Mr.  Colman) ; 
but  what  he  could  not  understand  was 
that,  after  the  favourable  experience  of 
Norwich,  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  still 
determined  to  vote  for  the  Kcsolution. 
He  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  what 


was  the  meaning  of  local  option.  Did 
it  mean  that  a  community,  say  of  100  in- 
habitants, should  be  enabled  to  decide 
by  their  vote  that  the  number  of  pub- 
lic-houses should  be  increased  or  dimi- 
nished ?  K  it  meant  anything  it  ought 
to  mean  that;  but  the  public  were  of 
opinion  that  by  local  option  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Member  for  Carlisle  proposed 
to  give  communities  an  option  in  regu- 
lating the  number  of  public-houses,  but 
only  in  one  direction.  Ho  (Mr.  Bulwer), 
however,  ventured  to  say,  from  his  ex- 
perience of  a  great  number  of  localities, 
that  in  all  probability,  if  local  option,  in 
its  widest  sense,  wore  adopted  it  would 
cut  two  ways,  and  that,  so  far  from 
the  number  of  public-houses  becoming 
fewer,  there  would  be  a  great  many 
more  than  were  wanted.  As  to  the 
meeting  at  -Cambridge,  to  which  so 
much  reference  had  been  made,  he  had 
received  an  account  of  it  from  an  autho- 
rity upon  which  he  could  rely,  and  the 
statement  agreed  with  that  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Cambridgeshire 
(Mr.  Rodwell)  that  the  confusion  was 
entirely  owing  to  the  hon.  Baronet  him- 
self. He  (Mr.  Bulwer)  had  been  told  that 
the  University  students  would  have  con- 
sented to  listen  to  Cardinal  Manning  or 
Canon  Wilberforce;  but  they  did  not  like 
to  be  addressed  in  the  tone  which  was 
adopted  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Carlisle.  Although  they  liked  a  good 
joke,  they  did  not,  as  they  said,  like  to 
bo  addressed  in  the  language  of  a  clown 
in  tlio  cinrus.  If  the  hon.  Baronet  and 
his  friends  would  bo  more  temperate 
in  their  language  without  being  less 
jocular  they  would  probably  do  moro 
good,  and  would  have  more  chance  of 
promoting  tlie  cause  thoy  had  at  heart. 
Ho  ventured  to  say  that  if,  instead  of 
asking  Tarliament  to  pass  stringent 
measures  on  this  subject,  every  man  were 
personally  to  exert  his  influence  to  pre- 
vent drunkenness,  the  evil  would  be 
put  a  stop  to  to  a  great  extent.  There 
were  other  vices  which  they  all  deplored 
which  produced  greater  evils  than  even 
drunkenness ;  and  could  anyone  supposo 
that  they  could  do  away  with  these  evils 
by  shutting  up  the  places  where  they 
were  practised  ?  The  only  mode  to  deal 
with  this  matter  was  to  do  what  they 
could  to  promote  education,  to  give 
people  rational  amusements,  and  more 
comfortable  homes ;  but  to  ask  l^arlia- 
ment  to  pass  a  Kcsolution   or  au  Act 
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to  make  men  sober  was  simply  a  waste 
of  time.  He  fully  admitted  that  con- 
siderable amendment  might  be  effected 
in  the  Licensing  Laws  and  in  the  mode 
in  which  licences  were  granted;  and 
he  approved  the  system  in  force  in 
the  City  of  Dublin,  where  absolute 
power  to  g^ant  or  refuse  them  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Becorder, 
who  was  an  independent  authority,  and 
who  would  not  be  influenced  by  considera- 
tions which  might  affect  large  bodies 
of  persons  in  determining  whether  to 
grant  or  withhold  them.  There  was 
very  great  scope  for  improvement  in  the 
licensing  authority,  and  appeals  from 
that  authority ;  but  as  to  the  question  of 
local  option,  he  did  not  understand  what 
it  meant,  and,  therefore,  he  should  vote 
against  it. 

MK.MUNTZ  observed,  that  all  in  that 
House  were  agreed  as  to  the  evils  of 
drunkenness ;  but  the  question  was,  did 
the  Hesolution  propose  the  best  remedy 
for  those  evils  ?  The  Hesolution  asked 
the  House  to  vote  for  some  undefined 
and  uncertain  thing,  and,  in  fact,  to  sign 
a  blank  cheque  for  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  .Wilfrid  Law- 
son)  to  fill  in  at  his  leisure  and  according 
to  his  fancy.  That  was  not  what  the 
House  wanted.  They  wanted  something 
tangible ;  they  were  not  to  be  dashed  on 
a  quicksand  by  a  Besolution  like  that. 
It  began  with  an  assertion  altogether 
erroneous,  and  ended  with  a  recommen- 
dation that  nobody  could  understand. 
It  began  by  stating — 

r*  '*  That  inasmuch  as  the  ancient  and  avowed 
object  of  Licensing  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating 
Liquors  is  to  supply  a  supposed  public  want, 
wiUiout  detriment  to  the  public  welfare." 

But  did  not  the  hon.  Baronet  know  that 
wines  and  beer  and  spirits  were  sold  in 
this  country  long  before  licences  were 
known,  and  that  licences  were  invented 
originally  to  fill  the  King's  Exchequer. 
Then  the  Besolution  went  on  to  propose 
that  the  legal  power  of  restraining  the 
issue  or  renewal  of  licences  should  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  inhabitants. 
But  who,  he  (Mr.  Muntz)  should  like  to 
know,  were  the  inhabitants  ?  Taking 
his  own  borough,  it  must  contain  some 
400,000  people  ;  and  how,  he  should  like 
to  know,  could  such  a  vast  number  of 
people  as  that  express  their  opinion  on 
the  subject  ?  Were  they  all  to  oe  placed 
on  the  register  at  the  expense  of  many 
thousands  of  poondB,  or  were  they  to 
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vote  indiscriminately,  in  which  case  the 
American  principle  of  '^  voting  early  and 
voting  often,"  would  be  largely  carritMi 
out  ?    He  did  not  admit  that  the  licens- 
ing system  of  this  country  was  a  com- 
plete   failure,    or  that  there   was    any 
alarming  increase  of  drunkenness,  ex- 
cept among  a  class  of  women  who  ought 
to  know  better,  and  who  certainly  did 
not  obtain  their  intoxicating  liquors  from 
the  public-houses.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  put  a  stop  altogether  to  the  traffic  in 
drink,  except  on  the  condition  that  the 
publicans  were  compensated  for  the  loss 
such  a  course  would  occasion  to  them ; 
and  he  greatly  doubted  whether  Par- 
liament   would    be    willing    to    vote 
£150,000,000  to  carry  out  the  plan.  He 
denied  that  the  permissive  system  had 
worked  successfully  in  places  where  it 
had  been  tried.  In  Massachusetts  it  had 
been  tried  for  22  years,  and  eventually 
the  old  licensing  system  had  to  be  re- 
sorted to,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  evils  which 
the  permissive  system  had  given  rise  to. 
The  same  thing  had  occurred  in  Canada. 
Friends  of  the  hon.  Baronet  had  been 
tolerably  well  bullied  in  order  to  induce 
them  to  support  the  Besolution  ;  and,  as 
regarded  himself,  he  had  never  received 
so  many  threats  since  he  had  been  a 
Eepresentative  in  Parliament  as  he  had 
in  the   event  of  his  voting  against  it. 
He,  however,    should    be  ashamed   to 
peld  to  coercion  of  that  kind.  He  should 
vote  for  what  he  thought  right  and  beet 
for  the  interests  of  the  country.     If  his 
constituency  did  not  like  such  indepen- 
dence on  the  part  of  their  Member  thej 
must  get  somebody  else  to  represent 
them,  because  he  would  never  consent 
to  act  the  part  of  a  mere  delegate.    If 
the  hon.  Baronet  reallv  wanted  to  try 
the  question  fairly,  let  him  begin  at  tiie 
right   end  and   move  a  Besolation  to 
amrm  that  the  Members  of  the  Houses 
of  Parliament  should  not  be  henceforUi 
supplied    within  the  Palace  of  West- 
minster with  spirituous  liquors,  wines, 
or  beer;  and  if  a  Motion  of  the  kind 
was   supported    by    20  votes  he  (Mr. 
Muntz)  would  be  almost  persuaded  to 
become  a  teetotaler.    As  far  as  his  own 
experience  enabled  him  to  speak,  how- 
ever, the  most  ardent  supporters  of  the 
Permissive    Bill    in    Parhament    were 
Members  who  drank  more    than  any 
others  at  the  refreshment  places  pro- 
vided in  different  parts  of  the  Hoose. 
When  they,  the  Bepresentatives  of  the 
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people,  had  denied  themselves  the  op- 
portunity of  taking  refreshments,  they 
could  call  upon  the  people  to  do  the 
same ;  but  while  the  Members  of  that 
House  and  others  could  enjoy  the 
luxuries  of  life  at  their  homes  and  their 
Clubs,  he  could  not  vote  for  putting  down 
the  poor  man's  public-house  and  beer- 
sl^op — ^the  only  club  he  had  to  go  to. 
If  the  hon.  Baronet  would  bring  for- 
ward a  measure  which  defined  clearly 
what  he  really  proposed  to  do,  it  should 
have  his  (Mr.  Mimtz's)  candid  considera- 
tion ;  but  so  long  as  he  brought  before 
them  a  Besolution  which  might  mean 
something  or  mean  nothing,  he  could 
not  vote  v>T  it.  This  was  a  Besolution 
which  he  did  not  understand ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  should  vote  against  it. 

Ma.  BITOHIE,  in  opposing  the  Mo- 
tion, thought  the  House  always  had  a 
great  deal  of  sympathy  with  the  cause 
of  temperance ;  and  if  they  did  not  agree 
altogether  with  the  hon.  Baronet  (»Sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson)  they  admired  his  sin- 
cerity, and  the  consistency,  persistency, 
and  moderation  with  which  he  brought 
forward  these  questions.  The  hon.  Ba- 
ronet might  be  sure  of  one  thing — that 
since  he  had  commenced  to  work  against 
intemperance  the  cause  of  temperance 
had  increased  in  the  country.  He  did 
not  think  that  closing  public-houses 
would  lessen  the  amount  of  drunken- 
ness amongst  women,  but  tliat  it  would 
be  apt  to  increase  that  evil,  because  it 
was  not  in  such  places  that  women 
usually  gratified  their  craving  after  in- 
toxicants. It  would  force  people  who 
now  drank  at  public-houses  to  keep  in- 
toxicating liquors  in  their  houses ;  and 
the  effect  of  that,  he  was  afraid,  would 
be  to  increase  the  amount  of  drunken- 
ness amongst  women.  A  great  deal  of 
drunkenness  was  the  effect  of  a  life  of 
hard  toil  without  sufficient  recreation, 
and  to  close  the  public-houses  would 
be  only  to  deal  with  the  effect,  and  not 
with  the  cause.  If  they  wished  to  lessen 
drunkenness,  they  must  provide  amuse- 
ment and  recreation  for  the  great  masses 
of  the  country,  by  means  of  music-halls, 
to  which  men  could  take  their  wives  and 
families;  by  providing  more  open  spaces, 
nnd  by  other  means  of  that  character. 
A  great  deal  had  been  done  in  that  di- 
rection by  the  sanitary  legislation  of 
the  present  Government.  The  Go- 
Temment  had  endeavoured  to  provide 
healthier  homes  for  the  working  classes, 


which  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
Although  the  hon.  Baronet  had  endea- 
voured to  mystify  the  House  as  to  the 
meaning  of  his  Besolution,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  that  its  object  was  that  it 
should  be  the  basis  of  a  Bill  similar  to 
that  which  the  hon.  Baronet  had  re- 
peatedly failed  to  carry  through  the 
House.  He  (Mr.  Bitchie)  was  surprised 
that  the  hon.  Baronet,  with  his  expe- 
rience, should  ask  the  House  to  agree  to 
an  ambiguous  Besolution.  The  ^ouso 
did  not,  very  properly  and  naturally, 
like  abstract  Besolutions,  and  all  the 
ordinary  objections  to  abstract  Beso- 
lutions applied  ten-fold  to  this  Beso- 
lution. It  was  one  on  which  it  had  al- 
ready been  proved  a  Bill  of  a  practical 
character  could  not  be  founded.  The 
hon.  Baronet  brought  in  his  Bill,  which 
was  found  to  be  unworkable,  and  then, 
having  proved  that  the  proposition  was 
impracticable,  he  asked  the  House  to 
assent  to  a  Besolution  which  it  was  im- 
possible to  work  out  in  a  Bill.  Was 
the  proposition  made  by  the  hon.  Baro- 
net just,  and  was  it  practical  ?  He  pro- 
ceeded on  the  principle  that  all  who 
drank  were  drunken.  [**No,  no!"] 
Well,  the  hon.  Baronet  desired  to  pre- 
vent everyone  from  drinking,  and  ho 
asked  the  House  to  give  a  majority  of 
any  locality  the  power  to  stop  those  who 
used,  and  did  not  abuse,  alcoholic 
liquors  from  obtaining  any  drink  at  all. 
If  tlie  Besolution  did  not  mean  that  it 
meant  nothing.  To  pass  a  Besolution 
of  that  kind  would  be  one  of  the  worst 
instances  of  class  le^slation  he  (Mr. 
Bitchie)  had  ever  heard  of.  Tho 
hon.  Baronet  did  not  attempt  to  apply 
his  Besolution  to  the  class  to  which 
Members  of  that  House  belonged.  Tlie 
artizan  was  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  pro- 
cure a  pint  of  beer  for  his  supper  ;  but 
Members  of  Parliament  could  procure 
whatever  they  required  in  the  shape 
of  intoxicating  drink  either  in  that 
House,  in  their  Clubs,  or  in  their 
homes.  If  they  were  to  stop  the  con- 
sumption of  intoxicating  liquors  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  injurious, 
even  when  taken  in  moderatiim,  they 
would  have  to  go  to  the  root  of  tho  evil, 
and  stop  their  importation  and  manu- 
facture. The  Besolution  did  not  give 
them  any  information.  The  hon.  Baro- 
net asked  them  to  commit  themselves  to 
a  principle  without  going  into  the  de- 
tails.    How  was  the  kind  of  election 
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proposed  to  be  carried  out  ?    Suppose, 
also,  that  in  one  parish  all  the  public- 
houses  were  closed,  and  that  in  an  ad- 
joining one  the  public-houses  remained 
open,  they  would  be — following  out  the 
hon.  Baronet* s  reasoning — giving  peace 
and  quietness  to  the  one  at  the  expense 
of  the  other,  because  that  part  of  the 
population  who  wished  for  public-houses 
and  were  overruled  would  simply  resort 
to    the    locality    where    they    existed. 
The  bon.  Baronet  might  say  that  the 
Resolution  could  only  become  operative 
at  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  a  locality.     Well,  they  all  knew 
the  activity  of  the  party  to  which  the 
hon.  Baronet  belonged,  and  they  could 
well  conceive  how  his  supporters  would 
move  heaven  and  earth  to  procure  the 
votes  nominally  of  a  majority,  which 
might  actually  be  a  minority,  of  those 
entitled  to  vote.     The  hon.  Baronet  had 
not  absolutely  said  that  there  should  be 
no  compensation  to  Licensed  Victuallers. 
They  might  gather  his  opinion,  however, 
from  his  speeches,  from  which  he  seemed 
to  think  that  if  a  magistrate,  by  a  stroke 
of  the  pen,  increased  the  value  of  a 
man's  house,  he  ought  not,  if  disturbed, 
to  obtain  compensation  ;   but  he  (Mr. 
Bitchie)  would  remind  him  that  large 
sums  of  money  were  spent  by  Licensed 
Victuallers  who  went  into  public-houses, 
the  process  being  comparatively  infre- 
qupnt  of  taking  a  house  and  then  ap- 
plying for  a  licence.     As  to  who  was  to 
pay  the  compensation,  the  hon.  Baro- 
net had  left    them   unenlightened.     If 
the  principle  of  local  option  were  adopted 
in  this  matter,  where  were  they  to  stop? 
Tobacco  was  regarded  as  very  injurious 
by  many  people;    were  they  to  leave 
the  question  of  its  use  to  the  decision  of 
a  majority  of  residents  in  a  particular 
district  ?     Early  marriages  were  held  to 
be  a  great  evil ;  were  they  to  be  simi- 
larly prevented  ?    Indeed,  there    were 
numbers  of  other  instances  that  could 
be    quoted.     He    quite    acknowledged 
that  in  some  places  the  licensed  houses 
constituted  a  nuisance,  as  they  were  far 
too  numerous,  and  that  licences  were 
obtained  occasionally  with  too  great  a 
facility.      The  previous  night,  however, 
he  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  carry 
through  its    last    stage  a    Bill  which 
would  have  the  efifect  of  preventing  the 
granting  of  hundreds — he  might  say  of 
thousands— of  lioences.    As  a  matter  of 
fact,  magistrates  all  over  the  country 
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were  extremely  cautious  about  granting 
new  licences,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that 
this  power  should  still  be  vested  in  their 
hands,  instead  of  in  the  hands  of  an 
elective  body.  In  conclusion,  for  his 
part,  he  was  ready  to  supx>ort  any  well- 
considered  measure  for  the  amendment 
of  the  lioensing  Laws ;  but  he  oonld  not 
vote  for  a  measure  which  would  prevent 
one  man  using  intoxicating  liquor  in 
moderation  because  another  man,  by 
his  excesses,  abused  it. 

Mr.  JOHN  BRIGHT  said,  that  in  lis- 
tening to  the  debate,  which  he  had  done 
with  great  attention  almost  from  its  com- 
mencement, he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  he  did  not  overstate  the  case  when 
he  said  that  many  speakers  had  done 
some  injustice  to  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Law- 
son).     They  had  not  treated  him  furly, 
and  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down  (Mr.  Ritchie)  had  been,  perhaps, 
the  worst  of  those  to  whom  that  obser- 
vation applied,  when  he  oharg^    his 
hon.  Friend  with  a  wish  to  mystify  the 
House.     That  was  the  very  last  charge 
that  ought  to  be  brought  against  Hs 
hon.    Friend.     Probably,    if  his    hon. 
Friend  had  been  a  little  more  disposed 
to  mystify  the  House,  he  might  have 
more  voters  than  he  was  likely  to  have 
that  night  in  favour  of  his  l^eeolution. 
Again,  the  hon.  Member  said — and  it 
had  been  assumed  generally  by  hon. 
Gentlemen — that  the    question    before 
the  House  was  the  question  of  the  Per- 
missive Bill,  and  nearly  all  his  speech 
had  been   directed  against  the  curases 
and  propositions  of  that  Bill.     But  the 
Permissive  Bill  had  disappeared,  and 
probably  never  would  be  seen  ag^ain  in 
the  House.    It  had  been  assumed,  and, 
in  his  opinion,  in  many  cases,  most  un- 
justly, that  the  Proposer  of  the  Resolu- 
tion asked  the  House  to  pledge  itself  to 
the  Permissive  Bill,  or,  at  all  evente, 
that  he  had  endeavoured  to  persiuade 
them  to  enter  into  a  trap  which  he  had 
set  and  baited,  and  out  of  which  they 
would  find,  if  they  passed  the  Resola- 
tion,   there  was  no  escape.    Now,  he 
(Mr.  John  Bright)  had  always,  frouk  the 
first  time  the  Permissive  Bill  was  before 
the  House,  been  strongly  opposed  to  it 
He  voted  against  it,  at  least  on  one  oc- 
casion; and  many  years  ago  he  epoke 
against  it,  and  in  favour  of  that  ^idiioh 
now  would  come  under  the  Resolution 
of  his  hon.  Friend  as  a  measure  of  local 
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Option.    He  mi^lit  say,  too,  tliat  if  that 
Bill  which  ho  opposed   before  should 
appear  a^ain  he  would  meet  it  with 
the  same  opposition,  because  the  more 
he  thought  of  it  the  more  he  believed 
that  his  arguments  a^^ainst  it  were  sound 
and  just.     But  he  should  vote  for  the 
present  Resolution,  and,  having  voted 
for  it,  would  feel  that  ho  was  just  as 
free  to  deal  with  the  drink  question  at 
any  future  time  when   it   might  come 
before  the  House  as  if  he  had  never 
heard  of  the  Permissive  Bill,  and  as  if 
the  present  Besolution  had  never  been 
before  them.     He  objected  to  the  Per- 
missive Bill  because  there  was  in  it  no 
element    of   representation.     It  was  a 
g^reat  and  powerful  weapon  that  was  to 
act  by  what  they  might  call  a  mass  vote. 
It  was  not  intended  to  restrain,  for  in  it 
there  was  no   power  to  restrain,    the 
granting  of  licences ;  its  only  power  was 
to  be  used  to  suppress  public-houses 
altog^her.    All  that  was  to   be  done 
with  no  sufficient  notice,  and  with  no 
compensation  to  those   who  were  dis- 
tarbed    under    any    circumstances.     It 
occurred  to  him  what  must  liappen  if  it 
were  proposed,  in  great  cities  like  Man- 
chester and  Birmingham,  to  put  in  force 
the  Permissive  Bill.      Perhaps  1,500  or 
2.000   persons  and    families   would  be 
connected  with  the  trade  against  which 
the    Permissive  Bill  was  directed.     It 
was  clear  that  no  vote  of  the  popula- 
tion in  either  of  those  cities  would  have 
been  a  sufficient  plea  to  turn  out  of  their 
business  and  homes,  without  notice  and 
without  compensation,  1,000,  1,500,  or 
2,000  persons  engaged  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  alcoholic  drinks ;  and,  thorofonj, 
he  came  to  the  conclusion  long  ago  that 
the  Bill  was  absolutely  impossible   in 
Parliament ;    and  if  it  could   possibly 
pass  through  the  House  it  must  bo  re- 
jected in  every  city  in  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  enforce  it.     It  would  have  been 
absolutely  impossible  to  persuade  tlin 
population  of  our  great  cities,  or  ovon 
considerable  towns,  to  adopt    the  Bill, 
and  so  deal  with  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  members  engaged  in  tliat  trado, 
even  though  they  were  determined  that 
the  trade,  by  some   process  or  other, 
should  be  put  an  end  to.     The  proposal 
of  to-night  showed  that  his  hon.  Friond 
the  Member  for  Carlisle  and  his  Friends 
had  become  wiser  during  the  discussions 
that  had  taken  place.    They  had  found, 
all   had    found,  that  there  was  no 


growth  of  opinion  in  that  House  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Permissive  Bill.     He  was 
not  sure  that  he  could  count  five  Mem- 
bers— he  thought   he  only  knew  two, 
perhaps  three  really — who  were  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Permissive  Bill  as  it  was 
proposed.     The  votes  in  favour  of  the 
measure   were    votes    like    many    that 
would   be   given  to-night.     They  were 
votes  to  express,  on  the  only  opportu- 
nity offered,  a  belief  that  the  evil  against 
which  the  Bill  was  directed  was  gigantic 
in  its  proportions,  and  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  Parliament  to  take  some  step 
to  endeavour  to  abate  it.  They  aU  knew 
that  the  Bill   had  disappeared ;  and  if 
the  persons  out-of-doors  who  promoted 
it,  or  his  hon.  Friend  who  introduced  it, 
should  again  introduce  a  Bill,  he  had  no 
doubt  it  would  be  free  from  many  of  the 
faults  of  the  former  Bill.     But  he  did 
not  anticipate  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Carlisle  or  his  Friends  would  introduce 
any  Bill ;  but  when  this  Besolution,  or 
some  similar  Resolution,  should  be  car- 
ried, it  would  then  become  the  duty  of 
the   Government — of  this  Government, 
or  of  the  Government  that  would  suc- 
ceed them — to  deal  with  this  question. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Wheelhouse)  made  objection 
to  the  Besolution  that  it  was  an  abstract 
Resolution.      That    was    an    objection 
which  he  (Mr.  John  Bright)  had  often 
heard.      His    right    hon.    Friend    the 
Member  for  Greenwich  never  liked  ab- 
stract Resolutions ;  but  abstract  Resolu- 
tions were  legitimate  weapons  which  an 
advancing  Party,  proposing  a  new  policy 
to  Parliament,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
must  always  use.      An  abstract  Resolu- 
tion was  a  legitimate  weapon  of  progress. 
All  Partios  usod  it ;  and  if  this  Resolu- 
tion were  carried,  it  would  declare,  in 
tlio   main,    that   tlie   pros^^nt   mode    of 
licensing  publi(j-houses  was  productive 
of  great  evil,  and  that  a  new  and  better 
mode  should  succeed  it.     Then  it  would 
become  the  duty  of  the  Government  to 
consider  the  question  fully,  and  propose 
some   improvement    upon    the    system 
which  now  existed.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  said  this  Resolution  mystified 
the  House ;  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman must  have   great  suspicions  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Car- 
lisle.  The  Resolution  was  one,  however, 
which   anybody  of  any   Parliamentary 
experience  could  easily  understand.     It 
said — 
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'*  Inasmuch  as  the  anoient  and  avowed  object 
of  Licensing  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  is 
to  supply  a  supposed  public  want,  without  de- 
triment to  the  public  welfare,  this  House  is  of 
opinion  that  a  legal  power  of  restraining  the 
issue  or  renewal  of  licences  should  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  persons  most  deeply  interested 
and  affected,  namely,  the  inhabitants  them- 
selves, who  are  entitled  to  protection  from  the 
injurious  consequences  of  the  present  system, 
by  some  efficient  measure  of  local  option." 

Now,  the  House  had  been  told  alreadji 
more  than  once,  that  that  Kesolution 
was  one  that  bis  bon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Carlisle  had  borrowed  from  a  very — a 
Gentleman  opposite  called  it  not  merely 
a  respectable,  but  almost  a  —  sacred 
source,  the  Lower  House  of  Convoca- 
tion of  the  Province  of  Canterbury.  He 
(Mr.  John  Bright)  did  not  know  exactly 
what  that  was ;  but  he  presumed,  as  the 
principle  embodied  in  the  Eesolution 
was  endorsed  by  a  Memorial  of  the  Arch- 
bishops and  Bishops,  signed  by  13,600 
clergy,  15  Bishops,  22  Deans,  66 
archdeacons — and  here  he  was  per- 
fectly bewildered — 65  canons,  178  pre- 
bendaries, and  205  honorary  canons,  it 
would  meet  with  approval  on  the  other 
side.  Now,  there  were  only  three  or 
four  words  at  the  end  of  the  Eesolution 
which  had  been  added  by  his  hon. 
Friend,  and  they  did  not  add  anything 
to  the  sense  of  the  Eesolution,  because 
the  wish  that  these  great  dignitaries 
declared  and  wished  them  to  declare 
was — **That  this  House  is  of  opinion 
that  a  legal  power  of  restraining  the 
issue  or  renewal  of  licences  should  be 
granted  " — well,  the  end  of  the  Eesolu- 
tion was  merely  this — **by  some  effi- 
cient measure  of  local  option."  Well, 
a  legal  power  restraining  the  issue  or 
renewal  given  to  those  most  interested — 
that  was,  the  inhabitants  of  a  borough 
or  a  district  could  only  be  given  by  some 
mode  of  representation,  and  it  was  no 
use  giving  it  at  all,  unless  it  were  by 
some  efficient  measure  of  local  option. 
Now,  there  was  nothing  mystifying  about 
his  hon.  Friend's  proposition.  He  (Mr. 
John  Bright)  was  sure  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  did  not  think  that  the 
13,000  clergymen  and  all  the  rest  of  it 
would  wish  to  be  parties  to  a  mystifica- 
tion. Would  anybody  deny  that  the  in- 
habitants had  the  right  to  complain  of 
the  way  in  which  the  licensing  system 
was  worked  ?  Was  it  not  known  per- 
fectly well  that  there  was  in  the  licensing 
of  places  for  the  sale  of  drink  a  great 

Mr,  John  Bright 


injury  to  property  ?  Was  it  not  certain 
that  offences  against  decency  and  mora- 
lity were  committed  ?  Did  anyone  deny 
that,  wherever  one  went,  in  all  the 
poorer  districts  especially,  there  were 
complaints  on  this  score?  He  recollected 
a  gentleman  in  his  neighbourhood,  in 
the  town  of  Eochdale,  who  had  four  or 
five  or  six  daughters  growing  up,  and 
he  complained  to  him  one  day  that  op- 
posite his  house  the  magistrates  had  re- 
cently granted  a  licence,  and  there  was 
a  most  odious  and  offensive  noisaaoe 

Elanted  exactly  opposite  his  house ;  and 
is  friend  said,  speaking  of  the  magis- 
trate who  had  been  the  principal  person 
in  the  granting  of  the  licence,  and  of 
whom  there  were  three  he  thought— 
'^  Mr.  So  and  So  would  take  a  great  care 
that  no  house  like  that  would  be  placed 
within  100  yards  of  his  gates."  And 
so  it  was  that  in  hundreds  of  districts 
there  were  other  complaints  of  this  kind. 
The  magistrates  about  whom  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Leeds  spoke  in 
language  of  great  laudation,  were  just 
as  honest  and  honourable  as  other  men 
would  be  in  their  place.  But  they  were 
in  this  matter  irresponsible.  They  were 
appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
the  county,  or  in  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 
caster by  the  Chancellor.  [  * '  Wo,  no ! "] 
He  was  speaking  of  the  boroughs.  The 
Crown  knew  nothing  about  them,  the 
Home  Secretary  knew  nothing  about 
them,  the  Lord  Chancellor  knew  nothing 
about  them,  and  the  population  had  no 
influence  over  them,  except  when  some 
great  excitement  took  place,  and  that 
acted  merely  as  a  spasm  for  a  year  or 
two,  and  the  magistrates  would  be 
rather  shy  of  granting  licences ;  but  the 
moment  the  nuisance  had  subsided,  and 
the  local  newspaper  did  not  write  anv 
more  about  it,  the  local  magistrates  fell 
into  their  old  way,  and  the  hcences  were 
granted  the  same  as  before.  What  was 
the  change  that  was  proposed  by  the 
Eesolution  ?  They  had  no  right  to  in- 
sist that  any  particular  change  would 
follow.  The  opinion  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Carlisle  mieht  have  still 
about  the  system  would  nave  no  effect 
upon  the  opinion  of  the  House.  If  the 
Eesolution  passed  they  would  be  as  free 
as  he  was,  and  could  make  any  proposi- 
tion they  liked  in  reg^ard  to  the  ^ape 
which  future  legislation  should  take ; 
and  if  the  Government  proposed  a  mea- 
sure which  did  not  meet  with  his  ap- 
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proval,  the  hon.  Member  for  Carlisle 
might  take  a  division  upon  it,  as  any 
other  hon.  Member  could.  No  doubt, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Leeds 
would  have  some  proposition  of  his  own 
to  propose  by  way  of  Amendment  to  the 
Ck>Temment  Bill,  however  feeble  it  might 
bo.  p'OhjOh!"]  He  did  not  know  why 
hon.  Members  opposite  were  offended 
with  that  observation.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Leeds,  with  the 
▼lew  he  held,  quite  entitled  him  (Mr. 
John  Bright)  to  make  that  observation 
without  sapng  anything  offensive  to 
him.  Now,  what  form  of  change  would 
it  be  possible  to  propose  ?  The  House 
of  Commons,  45  years  ago,  voted  in  fa- 
TOUT  of  transferring  the  licensing  of 
public-houses  from  the  magistrates  to 
Corporations  within  boroughs.  What 
was  more  reasonable  ?  Surely,  if  they 
introsted  the  Corporations  of  Birming- 
ham, or  of  Manchester,  or  of  Leeds,  or 
of  Liverpool,  with  the  purchase,  at  an 
enormous  cost,  of  gas  works  and  the 
supply  of  gas,  with  the  purchase,  at  an 
enormous  cost,  of  water  works  and  the 
supply  of  water,  with  the  management 
of  the  police  in  the  town,  with  the  ad- 
ministration, to  a  large  extent,  of  justice 
— ^for  the  mayor  was  the  chief  magis- 
trate in  a  borough — if  they  trusted  to 
an  elected  board  the  education  of  10,000 
or  20,000  children  in  one  of  those  largo 
towns — he  thought  his  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forster)  proposed  originally — and  ho  was 
sorry  he  did  not  succeed  in  carrying  it — 
to  g^ve  to  Corporations  the  power  after- 
wards civen  to  School  Boards — but  if 
they  did  all  this  through  their  Corpora- 
tions, and  if  it  was  admitted,  lio  would 
undertake  to  say,  bv  the  very  larp^e  ma- 
jority of  the  Members  of  that  IIouho, 
that  there  was  nothing  connected  with 
their  social  condition  which  was,  on  the 
whole,  more  satisfactory  to  the  country 
than  the  municipal  government  of  their 
large  boroughs — if  all  this  were  so, 
where  would  be  the  harm  of  trusting 
to  these  groat  Corporations  the  con- 
trol of  the  licences  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  function  of  the  Public 
Service?  It  would  be  open  to  thorn 
afterwards  to  discuss  what  might  be  done 
with  reference  to  the  subject.  But,  with 
regard  to  the  Corporations,  the  more 
they  gave  them  high  and  important 
duties,  the  more  they  would  find  thorn 
filled  by  men  of  tlie  best  character  and 


ability;  the  more  they  gave  them 
dignified  and  important  work  to  do,  the 
more  they  would  find  the  office  of  town 
coimcillor  held  by  men  of  honourable 
and  dignified  character.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr.  Hitchie) 
no  doubt,  believed — at  least,  he  (Mr. 
John  Bright)  judged  from  his  speech — 
that  if  the  Hesolution  was  carried,  the 
House — a  majority  of  the  House — 
would  be  bound,  in  some  shape  or  other, 
to  accept  with  considerable  favour  the 
Permissive  Bill,  of  which  he  spoke  so 
much.  He  (Mr.  John  Bright)  did  not 
believe  it  in  the  least.  They  would  be 
as  free  as  if  the  Hesolution  had  never 
passed.  The  only  thing  which  would 
happen  would  be  this — that  the  House 
would  have  expressed  an  opinion  con- 
demning the  present  system  and  sug- 
gesting a  new  one  ;  and  the  Government 
would  be  called  upon,  as  soon  as  other 
pressing  Business  permitted  them  to  un- 
dertake it,  to  submit  to  the  House  a 
measure  which  should  accept  in  some 
degree  the  question  of  local  control, 
with  regard  to  the  curtailment,  distri- 
bution, or  granting  of  licences  through- 
out the  boroughs.  He  would  admit  that, 
in  the  counties,  there  was  no  authority 
at  present,  that  he  knew  of,  which 
would  undertake  that  duty.  Therefore, 
if  he  were  called  in  to  advise  on  a  mat- 
ter like  this,  he  would  propose  a  Bill 
which  would  have  reference  only  to  the 
boroughs  and  the  Corporations.  It  would 
be  a  great  measure.  If  it  succeeded 
everybody  would  be  glad.  If  it  did  not 
it  need  not  be  extended ;  but  he  would 
loavo  tli(»  distribution  of  licences,  and 
the  whole  matter  in  that  portion  of  the 
cnuutry  wliidi  wasoutsido  the  niimieipal 
bon)ii«^lis,  to  tlie  mngistriitcs  as  the  ma- 
gistrates had  it  now.  The  Hesolution 
appeared  to  him  to  be  worthy  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  especially  on  this 
ground,  that  he  thouglit  public  opinion 
was  every — he  was  going  to  say  every 
day — but  was  every  year  advancing  to 
the  point  at  which  it  would  compel  the 
House  to  deal  with  the  question.  If  the 
House  expressed  its  disapproval  of  the 
present  system  the  friends  of  the  He- 
solution  would  attempt  some  reform ;  and 
its  opponents,  he  presumed,  would  go 
before  the  country  as  men  who  were  un- 
willing to  move  in  the  matter.  He  would 
like  to  ank  any  hon.  Qeutleman  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House,  what  would 
be  the  opiuion  to-morrow — he  would  not 
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say  of  the  decision,  but  of  the  force— of 
hon.  Members  on  one  side  or  the  other  ? 
Those  who  voted  for  the  Besolution  would 
be  held  to  be  in  favour  of  a  change 
which  they  believed  to  be  good.  They  on 
the  other  side,  and  also  some  on  that, 
who  voted  against  it  would  be  held  to 
believe  that  the  present  system  of  magis- 
terial management  was  as  good  as  any 
that  could  be  established.  [**  No,  no  !  "] 
He  was  almost  gratified,  but  he  was 
much  surprised,  to  hear  that  observation, 
because  he  thought  the  opinion  of  those 
who  did  not  like  the  Besolution,  and  did 
not  wish  any  Kesolution  to  pass,  was 
that  local  option  was  itself  not  a  good 
thing,  and  that  the  possession  of  the 
power  of  granting  licences  by  magis- 
trates was  a  plan  entirely,  or  nearly, 
satisfactory  to  all  those  who  were  op- 
posed to  the  Hesolution.  Might  he  ask 
the  House  for  a  moment,  before  he  sat 
down,  who  were  the  people  that  the  Re- 
solution represented  ?  From  whom  did 
the  hon.  Member  for  Carlisle  derive 
whatever  authority  he  had  on  this  ques- 
tion ?  On  whose  behalf  did  he  speak  in 
the  House  that  night,  as  he  had  spoken 
in  past  Sessions?  He  had  read  the 
little  paragraph  about  the  Church — the 
13,600  clergymen,  the  15  Bishops,  and 
all  the  other  dignitaries,  which  he  need 
not  enumerate — but  it  said  nothing  of  an- 
other great  class  of  persons  in  the  coun- 
try. He  spoke  of  the  Nonconformists. 
If  there  were  13,600  clergymen  of  the 
Church  of  England  who  asked  them  to 
deal  with  the  question,  he  would  under- 
take to  say  there  was  a  still  larger  num- 
ber of  ministers  of  the  Nonconformist 
Sects  who  would  join  with  the  Church 
in  asking  them  to  take  that  course.  If 
they  went  over  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  he  had  not  the  least  doubt  there 
were  more  than  20,000  ministers  of  one 
class  or  another  of  various  religious 
Sects  and  Churches  who  would  join  with 
the  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England 
in  asking  them  to  take  the  question  into 
their  favourable  consideration.  More 
than  that,  he  believed — and  he  thought 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mor- 
peth (Mr.  Burt)  would  not  fail  to  sup- 
port him  in  the  view — that  the  great 
majority  of  the  sober  and  industrious 
working  men,  as  well  as  their  wives  and 
families,  in  every  part  of  the  United 
Elingdom,  would  ask  them  to  support  a 
Besolution  like  this.  And  still  further, 
there  were  many  working  men  who  were 
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not  always  sober,  but  who,  in  their  mo- 
ments of  soberness,  would  add  their 
penitent  voice  to  the  claim  that  they 
should  deal  with  this  question.  They  wer« 
all  sensible  of  the  fact  that  the  national 
intellect  had  been  stimulated  and  en- 
lightened on  the  subject,  and  that  the 
national  conscience  had  been  awakened, 
and  so  awakened,  he  believed,  that  it 
would  never  sleep  again  until  a  great 
and  substantial  change  had  been  effected. 
The  facts  of  the  case  were  overpowering ; 
they  were  not  contested.  He  did  not 
know  whether  he  ought  to  omit  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Leeds  (Mr. 
Wheelhouse) ;  but  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  spoke  last  (Mr.  Ritchie)  told  them  in 
the  strongest  terms  about  the  deplorable 
amount  of  drunkenness  that  was  com- 
plained of  in  nearly  all  parts  of  the 
country.  He  said,  then,  the  facts  were 
overpowering;  they  were  not  contested; 
nobody  called  them  in  question ;  and, 
besides,  they  had,  as  they  knew,  science, 
education,  morality,  religion,  and  all  the 
great  forces  which  moved  good  and  wise 
men  to  action  were  gathering  to  the  con- 
flict. They  had,  then,  the  prayers  of 
their  Churches.  They  had  the  cry  from 
their  workhouses.  They  had  the  moans 
from  the  sufferers  in  their  prisons.  These 
all  joined  in  one  voice,  and  asked  them 
to  deed  with  the  question.  They  knew 
the  gravity  of  the  evil.  They  had  some 
difhculty  as  to  the  remedy ;  but  they  had 
a  proposition  of  a  most*  moderate  cha- 
racter that  would  lead  them  to  only  one 
step  further ;  and  after  listening  to  that 
cry  he  thought  nobody  oould  say  that 
the  consciences  of  the  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  could  not  be  touched 
by  the  consideration  of  that  great  and 
solemn  question.  He  voted  for  the  Be- 
solution most  cordially.  He  propounded 
no  scheme  of  his  own  that  should  follow 
it.  He  thought  he  oould  propound  a 
scheme  very  much  better  than  that  whidi 
was  now  at  work  ;  but  he  left  it  until 
there  came  a  time  when  the  House 
would  give  its  consideration  to  some 
proposition  that  would  be  made.  At 
present,  at  any  rate,  let  them  manifest 
their  anxiety  in  the  highest  intereets  of 
their  countrymen,  by  giving  their  Tote 
for  the  moderate  and  the  reasonable  pro- 
posal offered  to  them  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
Der  for  Carlisle. 

Mr.E.CLABEIE  said,  he  must  appeal 
to  the  House  for  the  indulgence  wmoh 
it  traditionally  gave  to  a  new  Member 
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when  addressing  it  for  the  first  time,  and 
he  appealed  to  both  sides  for  indulgence 
in  the  special  circumstances  yf  the  debate. 
He  hoped  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  would  acquit  him  of  presumption 
in  desirinff  to  speak  immediately  after 
one  of  the  great  ornaments  of  the 
House;  but,  while  hoping  to  be  ac- 
quitted of  presumption,  he  should  be 
ashamed,  desiring  to  express  his  opinion, 
to  refrain  from  doing  so  because  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  John  Bright) 
had  just  spoken.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman attempted  to  justify  the  passing 
of  the  Hesolution,  although  an  abstract 
Beaolution,  on  grounds  which  one 
wonld  not  expect  him  to  have  urged.  To 
call  a  Besolution  an  abstract  Besolution 
was  not  to  pass  a  conclusirely  hostile 
opinion  upon  it.  Although  the  House 
had  on  many  occasions  accepted  abstract 
Beaolutions,  he  (Mr.  E.  Clarke)  believed 
that  it  had  usually  done  so,  only  either 
when  the  GoTcmment  alone  possessed 
the  power  of  carrying  them  into  effect 
in  accordance  with  the  declared  will  of 
the  House,  and  required  to  be  instructed 
80  to  do ;  or  upon  some  great  subject  of 
public  interest,  on  which  it  was  desired 
to  convey  clearly  to  the  constituencies 
and  the  world  the  meaning  and  purpose 
of  Parliament.  Neither  of  these  cir- 
cumstances could  be  found  in  the  present 
case.  This  was  a  question  on  which  the 
Oovemment  had  no  information  and  no 
means  of  action  that  were  not  equally 
open  to  both  sides  of  the  House ;  it  was 
a  matter  on  which  all  assistance  could 
be  got  from  the  country  by  the  strong 
and  rigorous  org^ization  that  was  at 
the  back  of  the  hon.  Baronet.  There 
was  nothing  to  hinder  that  great  organ- 
ization from  making  the  fullest  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
from  suggesting  the  best  remedy  for  the 
evils  complained  of.  No  information, 
no  power,  was  in  possession  of  the  Go- 
yemment  which  was  not  found  in  that 
organization.  Yet  the  Permissive  Bill 
was  brought  forward  and  discussed,  year 
after  year;  and  after  the  ignominious 
defeat  it  had  sustained  and  it  had  been 
withdrawn  by  its  author  it  suffered 
that  night  the  final  coudcnination  of  tlio 
emphatic  censure  of  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Birmingham.  These  were  not 
grounds  for  asKing  the  House  to  ac- 
cept an  abstract  Kcsolution  ;  and  still 
less  said  that  it  was  asked  to  express 
its    mind    and    purpose    on    a   public 


question.  If  the  Permissive  Bill  did 
not  express  the  mind  and  purpose  of 
the  House,  still  less  did  the  Kesolu- 
tion.  Mind  and  purpose !  There  were 
two  minds  and  purposes.  There  was 
the  mind  and  purpose  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Carlisle,  and  there  was  the 
mind  and  purpose  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Huddersfield  (Mr.  Leatham). 
They  were  absolutely  distinct — nay,  they 
were  contradictory ;  for  while  one  de- 
sired to  suppress  altogether,  as  a  nui- 
sance, a  great  trade  in  this  country,  the 
other  wished  only  to  take  securities  for 
the  bettor  regulation  and  carrying  on  of 
that  trade.  And  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Birmingham 
obj  ected  to  the  Besolution  being  described 
as  a  mystification,  he  (Mr.  Clarke)  could 
not  help  regretting  that  his  speech  was 
not  delivered  in  the  presence  or  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Greenwich,  for  nothing 
could  show  more  clearly  the  mystification 
which  had  arisen  on  the  subject  than  the 
way  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Gladstone),  with  balanced  reason 
swaying  here  and  there,  had  discussed 
it ;  and  the  fact  that  he  had  deserted  the 
Council  of  the  nation  that  night,  and  de- 
clined to  record  his  vote  either  for  or 
against  the  proposition  under  discussion. 
For  himself^  he  hardly  knew  what  local 
option  meant  \  but,  as  had  been  stated 
by  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  (Mr. 
Bulwer),  the  power  proposed  to  be  con- 
ferred by  the  Besolution  was  a  power 
of  restraining,  not  of  dealing  in  any 
other  sense  with  the  licences  of  the 
country.  He  could  understand  what 
local  option  meant,  if  the  people  were  to 
say  how  many  or  how  few  public-houses 
should  be  in  a  particular  district.  If  so, 
ho  was  quite  satisfied  that  in  many  lo- 
calities it  would  lead  to  a  multiplication 
of  public- houses.  If  the  Besolution 
meant  that  the  principle  woidd  be  dis- 
tinct and  logical.  But  what  was  now 
proposed  would  be  a  local  option  which 
would  have  no  choice  but  restraint; 
it  was  simplv  an  attempt  to  revive  that 
happily  defunct  measure,  with  regard 
to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Greenwich  was  not  quite 
clear  whether  it  was  i)ermissive  or  pro- 
hibitory, or  which  was  the  most  im- 
portant part,  the  prohibitory  or  the 
permissive.  Although  tlie  Besolution 
had  been,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  mys- 
tiiicatiou,  no  doubt  could  bo  enter- 
tained  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  hon. 
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Baronet  the  Member  for  Carlisle.  There 
could  not  be  the  slightest  doubt  that  the 
understood  purpose  and  intention  of  the 
Kesolution,  which  had  brought  such 
crowds  to  that  House  and  exposed  its  Mem- 
bers to  that  pressure  of  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  Muntz) 
spoke  so  pathetically,  was  the  Permissive 
BiU,  and  was  meant  to  be  the  Permis- 
sive Bill.  If  it  were  not  the  Permissive 
Bill,  if  it  were  a  mere  question  of  regu- 
lating the  mode  of  electing  a  local 
tribunal,  would  there  have  been  all  this 
excitement,  agitation,  and  pressure  on 
the  subject?  The  most  active  agitators 
for  the  measure,  in  common  with  the 
hon.  Baronet,  knew  very  weU  that  the 
question  of  the  number  of  licences  did 
not  aflPect  that  which  they  had  most 
tenderly  at  heart.  He  did  not  peld  to 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Carlisle, 
or  anyone  else,  in  his  anxiety  to  promote 
temperance ;  but  the  advancement  of 
that  object  by  legislation  must  be  ac- 
companied with  care  that  that  legisla- 
tion should  be  founded  on  right  prin- 
ciples, and  that  it  should  not  bring  about 
more  mischief  than  it  could  cure.  That 
was  the  great  object  present  to  the  minds 
of  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.  But  the  mere  question  of  the 
regulation  of  licences  had  little  neces- 
sanly  to  do  with  the  promotion  of  tem- 
perance. The  figures  quoted  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Greenwich,  the  facts  stated  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Norwich  (Mr.  Col- 
man),  the  still  more  remarkable  figures 
given  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Birming- 
ham in  a  paper  written  in  The  Nine- 
teenth Century  in  February,  1878,  con- 
clusively proved  that  there  was  no  dis- 
cernible relation  between  the  number  of 
Sublic-houses  and  the  temperance  of  the 
istrict.  If  that  were  once  proved,  then 
all  the  excitement  and  enthusiasm  of 
that  agitation  could  find  no  scope  or  ob- 
ject in  the  mere  addition  of  a  certain 
number  of  members  to  a  local  tribunal 
for  the  purpose  of  regulating  the  num- 
ber of  public-houses.  It  had  been  as- 
sumed— and,  in  his  opinion,  unneces- 
sarily assumed — that  there  were  serious 
defects  in  the  present  licensing  authority. 
Now,  it  had  been  his  lot  for  some  years 
to  be  closely  concerned  in  professional 
life  with  liceuBing  matters.  Since  he 
became  a  Member  of  that  House,  how- 
ever, he  had  abandoned  that  part  of  his 
professional  occupation  which  had  to  do 
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with  it,  and  had  chosen  to  sacrifice  that 
portion  of  his  income  rather  than  come 
under  the  su^icion  that  in  dealing  with 
these  questions  he  was  at  all  personally 
interested;  and,  having  done  that,  he 
could  testify  in  regara.  to  one  great 
county,  at  all  events — the  county  of 
Surrey — that  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
invent  an  authority  which  would  deal 
more  fairly  with  the  issue  of  licences 
than  the  authority  which  now  existed. 
They  were  gentlemen  who,  as  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  had  seen  the  sad  effects  which 
occurred  from  intemperance ;  they  were 
interested  in  the  prosperity  of  the  country ; 
they  were  interested  in  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  the  district ;  they  were 
absolutely  free  from  suspicion  of  impro- 
per influence ;  and  he  doubted  whether 
the  same  could  be  said  of  any  tribunal 
elected  by  the  ratepayers.  If  that  were 
the  proper  time  to  discuss  the  details  of 
a  measure  for  amending  the  licensing 
system,  he  thought  it  wdhld  not  be  diffi- 
cult to  satisfy  Uie  riffht  hon.  Member 
for  Birmingham  that  we  sugg^eetions  he 
had  made  with  regard  to  the  magistrates 
were  without  foundation,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  easy  to  introduce  a  better 
and  more  independent  tribunal.  What 
would  be  the  result  of  local  option? 
The  conflict  that  was  now  raging  about 
that  House  in  regard  to  the  matter 
would  be  transferred  to  each  locality, 
and  the  result  would  be  a  tribunal  whidi 
could  exercise  no  discretion,  and  whose 
decisions  could  be  absolutely  predicated 
by  counting  the  number  of  candidates 
which  each  association  had  returned. 
But  it  was  not  an  amendment  of  the 
licensing  system  that  was  wanted.  The 
real  secret  of  all  that  was  the  PermissiTe 
Bill  which  was  put  forward  frankly  by 
the  hon.  Baronet.  He  told  them  there 
would  be  no  mistake  about  his  meaning. 
The  hon.  Baronet  had  instanced  some 
landowners  who  had  refused  to  have 
public-houses  on  their  estates,  and  he 
wanted  to  ffive  the  same  power  of  pro- 
hibition to  local  authorities.  It  was  the 
Permissive  Bill,  and  the  Permissive  Bill 
without  a  compensation  clause.  A  com- 
pensation clause,  it  was  now  admitted, 
however,  was  absolutely  necessary,  if 
thoro  was  to  be  any  legislative  dealing 
with  this  matter.  It  had  almost  been 
admitted  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem- 
ber for  Carlisle,  although  he  (Mr.  E. 
Clarke)  should  be  sorry  to  intrust  his 
interests  to  the  hon.  Baronet  in  the  matter 
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of  oompenBation.  It  was  frankly  and 
folly  admitted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Ghreenwich.  Com- 
penaation,  and  full  compensation,  must 
08  paid  to  persons  whose  trade  was  taken 
away.  But  if  this  plan  was  carried  out 
thore  must  be  a  popular  Tote  by  people 
in  a  district  as  to  whether  they  would 
dose  all  licensed  houses  in  that  district 
or  not,  and  people  who  made  no  contri- 
bution to  the  rates  would  be  allowed  to 
ezerdse  their  vote  and  close  public- 
houaes.  That  yote  would  pledge  the 
district  to  pay  compensation  for  a  very 
doubtfal experiment;  for, supposing pub- 
lio-honses  were  closed,  that  would  not 
suppress  or  prohibit  drinking.  The  evils 
of  arinking  might  possibly  be  found  in 
prirate  houses,  and  it  would  certainly  be 
found  in  those  Clubs  which  the  working- 
men  would  probably  establish  in  every 
district  in  me  country,  and  in  which 
working-men  who  paid  their  5«.  would 
hare  just  as  much  right  to  enjoy  them- 
selves as  members  of  the  Carlton  or  He- 
form  who  paid  their  10  guineas  a-year. 
Then  those  Clubs  would  not  be  subjected 
to  the  restrictions  that  were  now  placed 
upon  licensed  houses.  It  was,  there- 
fore, possible  that  in  a  district  where 
public-houses  had  been  abolished  the 
experiment  would  break  down,  and  the 
whole  district  might  consent — as  in  some 
parts  of  Canada  had  been  the  case — to 
restore  them,  and  in  that  case  a  large 
amount  of  compensation  would  have 
been  paid  for  an  unsuccessful  experi- 
ment. Another  point  was  that  compen- 
sation would  have  to  be  paid  by  the 
people,  who  were,  at  the  same  time, 
protesting  that  they  were  beine  deprived 
of  their  material  rights  by  the  closing 
of  public-houses.  To  open  a  licensed 
house  near  the  house  of  a  man  who  did 
not  want  to  g^  to  it  was  less  a  hardship 
than  to  shut  a  licensed  house  against 
the  man  who  did  want  to  go  to  it. 
The  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Carlisle  had  said  to-night  that  people 
did  not  want  to  have  the  drink  traffic 
forced  on  them  ;  but  nobody  compelled 
people  to  go  into  public-houses.  The 
parallel  would  be  complete  if  it  wore 
proposed  to  introduce  a  Bill  under  which 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  (Car- 
lisle and  his  Seconder,  the  hon.  Monibor 
for  Morpeth  (Mr.  Burt),  were  conipt»ll(»d 
every  day  to  drink  a  certain  quantity  of 
ardent  spirits.  In  that  case,  no  doubt, 
they  would  protest  against  a  tyrannical 


law,  and  they  would  have  a  right  to  do 
so.  The  hon.  Member  for  Carlisle  would 
say — **  This  is  contrary  to  the  habits  of 
my  life,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  injurious 
to  my  health."  Precisely  the  same 
words  might  be  used,  and  used  with 
perfect  truth,  by  the  man  who  used  pub- 
lic-houses, which,  under  that  local  option 
Kesolution,  might  possibly  be  taken 
away.  He  would  say — **  You  are  doing 
that  which  I  believe  will  be  injurious  to 
my  health  ;  "  and  he  could  not  see  the 
difference  between  the  t3rranny  which 
would  force  the  hon.  Baronet  and  his 
supporters  to  drink  whisky-and-water  of 
an  evening  and  the  t}Tanny  which  would 
prevent  a  moderate  drinker  from  taking 
that  which  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
taking  all  his  life.  The  House  must  re- 
member the  difference  between  the  rich 
and  the  poor  in  that  respect.  The  public- 
house  was  the  place  at  which  alone  the 
poor  could  obtain  that  which  the  rich 
coidd  keep  in  their  houses.  The  words 
of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Carlisle  might  be  retorted  in  answer  to 
himself.  Why  should  a  man  be  com- 
pelled to  do  that  which  was  injurious  to 
his  health,  or  be  compelled  to  abstain 
from  what  he  believed  to  be  good  for 
him  ?  He  could  not  help  thinking 
there  was  something  unreal  about  the 
debate  in  that  House,  and  for  this  reason. 
It  was  assumed  that  there  was  an  enor- 
mous amount  of  drunkenness  in  this 
country;  that  there  were  great  excesses  on 
the  part  of  the  labouring  classes,  of  whom 
hon.  Members  spoke  as  though  they  were 
of  a  different  class  and  race  from  them- 
selves. For  his  part,  he  did  not  believe 
that  there  did  exist  the  amount  of  drunk- 
enness which  had  been  spoken  of.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Birmingham  said  that  the  facts  were  in- 
disputable. If  he  meant  it  was  indis- 
putable that  drunkenness  produced  great 
mischief  to  the  community,  he  (Mr.  E. 
Clarke)  agreed  with  the  proposition ; 
but  if  he  meant  it  was  indisputable 
that  drunkenness  was  largely  prevalent 
amongst  the  working  classes  of  this 
country,  he  denied  that  proposition  ab- 
solutely. He  was  well  acquainted  with 
a  very  large  working-clnss  ^wpulation, 
and  he  ventured  to  say  that  amongst  tho 
W(n*king-(.'lasso8  of  this  country  19  out  of 

I  20  nion  would  think  it  os  degrading  in 
them   to   prive   way   to  drunkenness  as 

I  would  any  hon.  Oontlcman  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  House.     But  they  had 
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their  opportunities  of  drinking  and  ob- 
taining refreshments,  and  though  they 
differed  in  character  from  those  which 
were  open  to  Members  of  that  House 
they  did  not  differ  in  principle.  They 
must  bear  in  mind  that  the  club  was  the 
rich  man's  public-house,  and  the  public- 
house  was  the  poor  man's  Club.  But 
there  was  this  difference— that  the  rich 
man  could  get  what  he  wanted  at  any 
hour  of  the  day,  and  on  any  day  of  the 
week,  at  his  Club,  while  the  poor  man's 
Club  was  fettered  and  regulated — and 
properly  regulated— as  to  hours  of  opening 
and  closing  on  particular  days  of  the  week. 
He  protested  against  the  Hesolution  in 
the  name  of  the  working  classes  of  that 
country,  for  a  very  considerable  number 
of  whom  he  was  proud  to  speak  in  that 
House.  It  was  time  to  protest  that  they 
were  not,  as  a  class,  the  drunken  crea- 
tures who  had  been  spoken  of  in  the 
course  of  that  debate,  and  to  protest 
that  it  was  a  monstrous  thing  to  inter- 
fere with  that  moderate  use  of  intoxi- 
cants which  they  enjoyed  in  common 
with  nineteenth-twentieths  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  that  House.  It  was  monstrous 
to  suggest  that  stimulants  should  be 
absolutely  taken  away  from  them,  be- 
cause one  in  20  of  their  class  occa- 
sionally drank  to  excess,  or  because  the 
sight  of  an  open  public-house  door  was 
too  severe  a  trial  for  the  feeble  virtues 
of  the  friends  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
opposite.  The  hon.  Baronet  had  kindly 
referred  to  him  personally,  and  had 
suggested  that  he  owed  his  entrance  to 
that  House  to  the  support  of  a  particular 
trade.  [Sir  Wilfrii>  Lawson:  Hear, 
hear!]  He  was  glad  to  see  that  the 
interpretation  he  had  put  upon  it  was 
correct.  During  the  last  fortnight  he 
had  been  reading  with  great  impartiality 
the  attempts,  arithmetical  and  otherwise, 
which  had  been  made  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men, and  even  right  hon.  Gentlemen, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  to  ex- 
plain the  grave  misfortune  of  his  having 
obtained  an  entry  into  that  Assembly. 
He  was  bound  to  say  that  in  that  matter 
he  was  quite  content  with  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  parts ;  and  while  he  was  on- 
titled  to  speak  in  that  House  for  a  large 
constituency — and  ho  was  sent  there  by 
the  special  mandate  of  a  larger  por- 
tion of  that  constituency  than  ever  be- 
fore voted  for  a  single  candidate — while 
he  enjoyed  that  position,  .it  would  be 
cruel  to   deprive  lion,  and  right  hon. 
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Gentlemen  opposite  of  the  satitiactioii 
they  mi^ht  nnd  in  those  explanations. 
But,  witn  regard  to  the  Bugfi^estion  that 
he  had  found  that  particuLu'  trade  a 
great  assistance  to  him  in  his  oontett  of 
the  borough  of  Southwark,  he  answered 
at  once  that  he  did  so  find  it,  and  he 
should  be  ashamed  to  speak  otherwise 
of  service  which  was  freely  and  most 
generously  rendered  to  him,  a  service 
to  which,  with  that  of  other  claasea  and 
trades,  he  owed  his  position  in  that 
House.  But,  in  avowing  that,  he  could 
say  that  that  service  was  not  purchased 
by  any  pledge  on  his  part,  but  was  ob- 
tainea  solely  by  the  exposition  of  opinions 
which  he  ventured  at  the  earliest  time 
after  his  return  to  put  before  tiiat 
House.  He  was  sorry  that  the  question 
should  ever  have  become  a  political 
question.  It  was  not  the  fault  of  that 
side  of  the  House.  When  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  remembered  the  threats, 
menaces,  and  ci^olements  to  which  they 
had  been  subjected  on  the  part  of  a 
small,  but  probably  influential  and  cer- 
tainly energetic,  section  of  their  c<Huti- 
tuents  to  support  the  hon.  Member  for 
Carlisle,  he  would  ask  whether  the  total 
abstainers  only  were  to  be  allowed  to 
subordinate  every  political  consideration 
to  one  special  question?  It  was  hard 
to  attack,  as  the  oeoonder  of  the  Beeolu- 
tion  had  done,  the  publicans,  who  found 
their  interests  actuallv  threatened  with 
confiscation,  because  they  banded  them- 
selves together  in  order  to  avert  these 
threatened  evils.  He  was  reaj  sensible 
of  the  indulgence  which  the  House  had 

fiven  him,  and  thanked  them  for  their 
indness.  He  hoped  they  would,  bv 
a  decisive  majority,  reject  the  proposi- 
tion, which  it  had  already  been  shown 
could  not  be  carried  into  practical  legis- 
lation, and  which  he  believed  in  prin- 
ciple to  be  hostile  to  personal  liberty. 

The  Maeqitess  op  HAETINQTON  : 
Sir,  although  I  cannot  support  the  Mo- 
tion of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Carlisle  (Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson),  I  have 
no  complaint  to  make  of  the  conduct  of 
my  hon.  Friend  for  the  course  he  has 
thought  it  necessary  to  pursue  in  this 
and  previous  Sessions  in  bringing  this 
Resolution  before  the  House.  I  have 
expressed  before  my  opinion  and  regret 
tliut  the  Bcsolution  to  which  my  hon. 
Friend  invited  the  House  to  assent  was 
expressed  in  terms  so  vag^e  as  not  to 
aObrd  the  House  tho  best  means  of 
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enteziiig  upon  a  calm  and  useful  discus- 
sion of  the  question.  I  have  also  ex- 
pressed my  opinion  that  there  is  a  very 
considerahle  objection  to  dealing  vitn 
this  Tory  important  subject  by  means  of 
an  abstract  Resolution.  I  am  ready 
and  vezy  willing  to  admit  that  the  mode 
which  my  hon.  Friend  has  taken  may 
be  the  best,  perhaps  the  only  one  by 
which  he  may  compel  the  attention  of 
the  House  and  the  country  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  he  and  those  of  his 
Friends  who  wish  for  some  step  as 
drastic  as  that  which  he  himself  recom- 
mends may  be  compelled  to  adopt  the 
form  of  an  abstract  Kesolution  in  order 
to  obtain  an  efifective  discussion  on  the 
subject  which  has  been  brought  bofure 
OS  to-night.  Although  I  complain,  and 
although  I  think  the  House  nas  some 
reason  to  complain,  of  the  extremely 
Tag^e  and  general  character  of  the  Be- 
Bolation  of  my  hon.  Friend,  neverthe- 
less I  must  acknowledge  that  there  is, 
if  the  subject  is  to  be  dealt  with  by  an 
abstract  Hesolution  at  all,  veir  consider- 
able difficulty  in  framing  such  a  Heso- 
lution as  shall  accurately  and  specifically 
express  the  views  which  any  section  of 
the  House  may  hold  upon  this  subject. 
A  rery  large  number  of  Amendments  to 
the  Motion  have  been  put  down  upon 
the  Paper,  and  yet  I  cannot  say  that  in 
all  these  attempts  to  define  and  amend 
the  Resolution  I  have  found  anything 
to  my  mind  of  an  entirely  satisfactory 
nature.  I  must  acknowledge  that  I 
myself  have  tried  my  hand  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  have  endeavoured  to  see  whe- 
ther there  was  any  alteration  which  I 
could  suggest  in  the  Resolution  of  my 
hon.  Friend  which  would  accurately  ex- 
press my  opinion  upon  this  subject.  But 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  I 
know  of  no  means  by  which  a  question 
involving  so  much  detail  can  bo  dealt 
with  by  an  abstract  Resolution.  I  muHt 
say  that  the  speeches  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Carlisle,  and  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Morpeth  (Mr.  Burt),  who 
seconded  the  Resolution,  liavo  not  made 
it  easier  for  any  Member  who,  like  my- 
self, voted  against  the  Resolution  luHt 
year,  to  support  it  this  year.  I  admit, 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Ureenwich,  that  the  I  louse 
is  not  bound  by  the  speeches  of  the 
Mover  and  Seconder  of  the  Resolution. 
Still,  we  cannot  help  being  infiueneed  to 
a  great  extent  by  the  nature  of  the  ar- 
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guments  which  are  brought  forward ; 
and  when  I  find  that  the  speeches  of 
the  Mover  and  Seconder  of  the  Resolu- 
tion are  devoted  from  beginning  to  end 
to  an  advocacy  of  the  Permissive  Bill,  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  fact  ought 
to  be  taken  into  consideration  in  con- 
nection with  the  vote  we  are  about  to 
give.  In  my  opinion,  this  very  difficult 
and  important  question,  which  has  been 
brought  forward  by  my  hon.  Friend 
this  evening,  is  one  of  the  very  last  to 
be  dealt  with  by  means  of  an  abstract 
Resolution.  It  is  essentially  a  question 
of  detail,  of  management,  and  of  ad- 
ministration. In  the  present  position  of 
this  question,  if  we  are  to  revert  to  any 
broad  grounds  of  principle,  there  are 
only  two  upon  which  it  is  possible  to 
take  our  stand.  One  is  the  principle 
of  prohibition,  and  the  other  the  prin- 
ciple of  Free  Trade.  The  first  is  advo- 
cated by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Carlisle  and  others  on  this  ground — 
that  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  is 
open  to  so  much  abuse,  and  creates  so 
much  mischief  and  misery,  that  inter- 
ference, otherwise  imjustifiable,  with  the 
members  of  a  minority  by  a  majority,  is 
in  this  case  justified.  But,  Sir,  is  it 
possible  for  anyone  holding  these  views 
to  be  altogether  consistent  ?  Even  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carlisle  himself  is  not 
consistent  in  this  matter.  If  that  .prin- 
ciple be  true  ;  if,  in  the  opinion  of  I'ar- 
liament,  the  sale  and  consumption  of 
intoxicants  is  accompanied  by  so  much 
mischief  that  such  an  interference  as  I 
have  referred  to  of  a  majority  with  a 
minority  is  justifiable,  then  it  seems  to 
me  that  Parliament,  in  its  superior 
wisdom,  ought  to  undertake  to  decide 
the  question  itself,  and  ought  not  to 
leave  to  a  chance  majority  in  any  par- 
ticular district  to  say  whether  this  trade 
is  to  be  interfered  with  or  not.  Although 
my  hon.  Friend  dealt  partially  with  the 
Report  of  the  Lords*  Committee  ;  al- 
though ho  concluded  his  speech  by  read- 
ing a  passiago  from  that  Rej>ort  in  sup- 
port of  his  j)ropo8al,  which  was  not  m 
reality  a  passage  in  support  of  that  pro- 
posal, but  of  a  totally  different  one  ;  al- 
though my  hon.  Friend  paid  considerable 
attention  to  the  Report  of  the  Lords*  Com- 
mittee, he  altogether  omitted  to  pay  any 
attention  to  the  arguments — in  my  opi- 
nion, the  conclusive  arguments — which 
that  Committee  advanced  against  the  pro- 
posal which  he  virtually  brings  again  be« 
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fore  tlie  House.  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  with  extracts ;  but  the  Committee, 
it  seems  to  me,  pointed  out,  conclu- 
sively, that  there  was  an  inconsist- 
ency in  the  principle  of  the  Permis- 
sive Bill,  inasmuch  as  it  proposes 
to  restrict  and  forbid  the  sale  of  that 
which  is  considered  to  have  a  mischiev- 
ous effect,  and  which  it  yet  permits  to 
be  manufactured  and  sold  wholesale. 
The  proposal  of  my  hon.  Friend  seems 
to  me  to  be  open  to  that  charge  of  in- 
consistency ;  and,  therefore,  I  do  not 
think  that  it  is  necessary  that  I  should 
take  up  any  further  time  in  discussing 
this  one  of  the  two  principles  upon  which 
we  could  take  our  stand — namely,  the 
principle  of  prohibition.  That  one  being 
thus  done  away  with,  the  only  other 
broad  principle  upon  which  we  can  rely 
is  the  principle  of  Free  Trade,  and  which 
has  been  referred  to  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Greenwich  ; 
and  I  am  myself  of  opinion  that  there  is 
very  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  that 
principle,  subject  only  to  Excise  and  police 
regulations.  I  am,  however,  aware  that  it 
is  a  principle  which  has  found  no  great 
amount  of  favour  with  either  of  the 
sections  into  which  public  opinion  on  this 
question  is  divided — namely,  those  of 
the  supporters  of  the  Licensed  Victual- 
lers' trade,  and  the  advocates  of  temper- 
ance ;  and  I  do  not,  therefore,  think  it 
worth  while  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  in  discussing  it  this  evening. 
The  position,  therefore,  in  which  we  are 
is  this — that  of  having  discarded  both 
the  great  principles  on  which  it  is  pos- 
sible to  take  our  stand.  We  have,  in 
short,  agreed  to  a  compromise,  the  main 
foundations  of  which  it  seems  to  me 
neither  Party  is  desirous  of  disturbing. 
What  is  the  nature  of  that  compromise  ? 
We  have  established  a  monopoly  in  the 
sale  of  liquors,  because  it  has  been 
thought  that  by  that  means  the  trade 
will  be  brought  more  readily  under  con- 
trol. Therefore,  the  only  practical 
question  before  us  at  the  present  time  is 
in  what  way  that  monopoly  can  be  best 
controlled  and  regulated.  That  is  a 
question  which  cannot  be  answered  by 
any  appeal  to  general  principles,  but 
rather  by  experience  and  a  full  con- 
sideration of  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  I  am  not  now  prepared  to  assert 
by  my  vote  to-night  that  the  regulation 
of  a  monopoly  can  be  most  satisfactorily 
intrusted  to  a  popular  vote,  and  if  the 
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Hesolution  under  our  oonsideration  doe$ 
not  mean  the  Permissive  Bill,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  only  other  principle 
which  it  contains  is  that  the  regulation 
of  the  existing  monopoly  should  be  in- 
trusted to  such  a  vote.  But,  in  saying 
that,  I  am  far  from  being  aatisfied  with 
the  present  state  of  things.  I  should 
very  much  reg^ret  that  the  vote  which  I 
may  give  should  be  construed  into  the 
expression  of  an  opinion  that  that  state 
of  things  stands  in  need  of  no  amend- 
ment. I  very  much  doubt  if  the  opinion 
which  has  been  expressed  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  has  just 
addressed  the  House  with  so  much  abi- 
lity (Mr.  E.  Clarke)  is  the  correct  one  in 
regard  to  that  point.  I  must  join  issue 
with  him  entirely,  and  say  I  do  not  think 
it  has  been  satisfactorily  proved  that  a 
large  amount  of  intemperance  does  not 
exist  at  the  present  time.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  figures  in  the  Bepoxt  of  the 
Lords'  Committee  are  conclusive  on  this 
subject,  and  more  especially  will  they 
be  so  when  we  remember  from  our  own 
experience  how  very  small  a  proportion, 
inaeed,  the  charges  of  dronKenness 
brought  under  the  cognizance  of  the 
police  bear  to  the  whole.  It  is  known 
to  all  of  us  that  excessive  drinking  does 
prevail ;  but  while  I  am  not  prepu<ed  to 
hand  this  question  over  to  the  popular 
vote,  I  am  not  prepared  to  sav  it  is  best 
that  it  should  be  regulated  oy  a  telect 
and  irresponsible  body.  Therefore,  the 
experiment  which  we  are  now  trying  of 
a  monopoly  regulated  bv  magistrates 
cannot  be  altogether  satis&ctory.  That 
is  a  state  of  things  which  needs  a  prac- 
tical remedy,  ana  that  I  am  prepared  to 
consider,  from  whatever  quarter  it  may 
come.  I  can  only  express  my  regret 
that  no  Member  of  the  Goyemment  has 
risen  to  state  their  intentions  on  the  sub- 
ject. We  heard  a  great  deal  last  year 
about  the  consideration  which  this  snb* 
ject  was  receiving  at  the  hands  of  the 
Lords'  Committee,  and  we  were  led  to 
expect  that  when  that  Committee  hid 
reported  the  Government  would  have 
same  proposals  to  make.  I  am  far  from 
complaining  that,  in  a  Session  in  whidi 
so  much  work  still  remains  to  be  done, 
and  at  the  close  of  a  Parliament  so  mvoh 
in  arrear  on  the  score  of  leg^islatioD, 
that  the  Government  have  not  brought 
in  a  Bill  on  the  subject.  I  am,  how- 
ever, of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  have 
had  an  earlier  statement  of  their  views 
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pensation.  Nor  do  I  think  there  would » 
oe  any  difficulty  in  providing  compensa- 
tion in  such  a  case,  when  we  consider 
the  enormously  increased  value  of  the 
monopoly  to  those  who  still  remain  to 
enjoy  it.  We  know  that  the  value  of 
property  of  this  description  has  risen  in 
consequence  of  the  restrictions  placed 
upon  it,  and  further  restrictions  would, 
no  doubt,  have  the  same  efiPect.  But, 
while  ready  to  consider  any  practical 
scheme  of  reform,  I  do  not  see  that  the 
attainment  of  that  end  will  be  facili- 
tated by  the  passing  of  an  abstract  Be- 
solution  like  this.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  form  in  which  it  has  been 
presented  to  the  House,  rendering  it 
open  to  differences  of  construction,  has 
also  given  rise  to  great  differences  of 
opinion,  and  is  calculated  to  make  the 
House  look  on  it  with  suspicion.  It  is 
open  to  the  traditional  three  courses,  and 
I  could  find  reasons  for  adopting  any 
one  of  them.  I  might  vote  for  the  Keso- 
lution,  because  I  find  something  in  it 
which  I  can  cordially  support;  or  I 
could  vote  against  it,  oecause  it  covers  a 
great  deal  too  much  of  what  I  entirely 
disapprove ;  or  I  could,  for  these  reasons 
combined,  take  the  course  of  not  voting 
at  all.  I  think  that  would  be,  perhaps, 
the  most  prudent  course.  But,  in  my 
opinion,  Kesolutions  of  this  description, 
so  far  from  assisting  in  the  settlement  of 
the  great  complicated  questions,  are  in- 
convenient, and  tend  rather  to  confuse 
than  otherwise.  That  being  my  opinion, 
I  have  no  alternative  but  to  take  the 
course  I  took  last  year,  and  vote  against 
the  Hesolution. 

Mr.  ASSHETON  CEOSS:  I  shall  not 
detain  the  House  at  any  length  ;  but, 
after  the  appeal  which  has  been  very 

Sroporly  made  by  the  noble  Lord  (the 
[arquess  of  Hartington),  and  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Greenwich,  it  would  not  be  respectful 
to  the  House  to  be  silent,  and  I  there- 
fore desire  to  say  a  few  words  upon  this 
question.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
tho  Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  John 
Bright)  asked  a  questicm  which  must 
first  of  all  bo  answered.  He  said — 
' '  What  is  there  in  this  Hesolution  which 
can  possibly  mystify  any  person  who 
wishes  to  give  a  vote  upon  it?"  I 
will  answer  him  in  words  which  have 
been  put  into  my  mouth  by  the  noble 
Lord  opposite.  He  can  either  vote  for 
the  Bosolution,  or  against  it,  or  not  at 
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respeot  to  it,  consequent  upon  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords ;  and  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  know 
from  the  Government  whether  they  en- 
dorse flome  of  the  opinions  which  have 
been  expressed  on  their  own  side  of  the 
House  tbat  the  present  state  of  things 
is  as  satisfactory  as  it  can  be.  Believing 
the  present  state  of  things  to  be  far  from 
perfect,  I  am,  as  I  said,  prepared  to  con- 
sider any  practical  remedy  which  may  be 
suggested.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forster),  who  spoke  last  year  on  the 
snbjeet,  has,  I  think,  in  his  mind  some 
changes  in  the  law,  and  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Birmingham 
others,  which  he  would  be  disposed  to 
advocate.  Although  I  am  about  to  vote 
against  the  Resolution,  I  believe  there 
is  no  practical  or  essential  difference  be- 
tween my  light  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for    €^enwich    and  myself  upon  the 

aaestion,  and  that  there  is  nothing  in 
le  vote  I  am  about  to  give  which  will 
preclude  my  favourable  consideration  of 
any  praotical  remedy  which  may  be  sug- 
gested from  the  existing  state  of  things, 
except  the  Permissive  Bill,  which,  under 
no  ciroumstances,  could  I  support.  I  am 
of  opinion,  as  strongly  as  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber of  this  House,  that  it  is  most  desir- 
able that  the  force  of  public  opinion 
■honld  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
question  of  sobriety  as  well  as  upon  that 
M  sa^,  sanitaiT  improvement.  Within 
certain  limits,  I  think  the  ratepayers  or 
their  representatives  should  have  some 
control  over  the  number  and  character 
of  the  licensed  houses,  and  a  certain 
SBperrision  of  their  conduct.  With  re- 
gsird  to  the  question  of  compensation,  I 
am  ftilly  of  opinion,  as  has  been  stated 
bj  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Oreenwicn — that  this  interest,  like  every 
other  interest,  ought  to  be  protected  in 
any  change  this  House  may  think  it 
necessary  to  make  ;  but  I  will  make  this 
leserration,  that  I  think  those  who  en- 
joy the  monopoly  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred should  enjny  it  under  certain 
conditions,  and  that  those  conditions 
ihould  be  enforced  with  much  greater 
stringency  than  heretofore.  When,  with- 
out any  imputation  of  misconduct,  a 
Kcence  is  foneitcd  in  the  interests  or  tho 
■apposed  interests  of  the  community,  I 
cannot  conceive  why  there  should  be  any 
doubt  that  the  person  so  losing  his 
lissoce  should  receive  some  sort  of  com- 


519        Intoxicating  Liquors 


[  COMMONS  ]        {Licences).— BeioMimi.     520 


all,  and  any  one  of  these  courses  will  be 
satisfactory  to  himself.  I  think  the  ob- 
servations of  the  noble  Lord  and  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Greenwich  are  quite  sufficient  to  answer 
the  question  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Birmingham — 
**  What  is  there  to  mystify  the  House  in 
this  Resolution  ?  "  There  is  everything 
in  it  to  mystify  the  House.  The  first 
point  I  would  ask  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Carlisle  and  the  House  to 
consider  is  the  history  of  his  Hesolution. 
Year  after  year  he  has  brought  forward 
the  Permissive  Prohibitory  Bill,  which 
he  found  so  distasteful  to  the  House  that 
he  was  beaten  by  very  large  majorities. 
Finding  himself  in  that  position,  he 
still  knew  that  a  considerable  number 
of  hon.  Members  had  a  yearning  desire 
to  do  something  in  the  matter.  Now, 
that  is  exactly  the  most  dangerous  posi- 
tion a  man  can  find  himself  in — to  do 
something,  and  not  to  know  what  you  are 
going  to  do.  This  is,  however,  precisely 
the  position  which  the  hon.  Baronet  took 
up  ^ter  having  been  defeated  over  and 
over  again  in  what  he  really  thinks  to 
be  right.  I  give  the  hon.  Baronet  every 
credit  for  desiring  to  find  a  solution  of 
the  question ;  but,  having  found  the  one 
he  offered  was  not  acceptable,  he  said — 
*'  I  pass  that  over,  and  now  I  present  it 
under  the  form  of  what  I  call  *  local 
option.*  "  That  was  received  somewhat 
coolly  by  the  House  ;  but  this  year  the 
hon.  Baronet  binds  us  somewhat  further. 
[Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  :  This  is  exactly 
the  same  Hesolution  as  was  proposed 
last  year.]  But,  at  all  events,  the  de- 
bate has  taken  a  somewhat  different 
turn.  The  speeches  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Greenwich 
and  of  the  noble  Lord  have  so  com- 
pletely satisfied  the  House  that  we  shall 
not  know  what  we  are  voting  for  if  we 
support  the  Resolution  that  1  must  ask 
the  House  to  reject  it.  Its  ruling  cha- 
racteristic is  its  extreme  vagueness.  In 
saying  that  I  give  every  possible  credit 
to  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Carlisle  for  the  sincerity  of  his  motives 
and  the  earnestness  of  his  speech.  I 
also  sympathize  entirely  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Morpeth  (Mr.  Burt).  I  be- 
lieve he  truly  expressed  the  opinion  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  working  men  of 
this  country  when  he  spoke  of  their  in- 
tense horror  of  drunkenness;  but  in 
doing  so  he  is  only  doing  that  which  I 
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claim  for  myself,  and,  as  we  have  tiie 
same  object  in  view,  the  only  difference 
between  us  is  as  to  the  means  of  attain- 
ing the  desired  end.  I  trust  it  will  not 
be  supposed  those  who  vote  against  the 
Hesolution,  believing  it  to  be  not  a  prac- 
tical, but  a  mystifying  Hesolution,  are 
not  just  as  anxious  to  promote  the  canae 
of  temperance  as  the  hoD.  Baronet  him- 
self. There  are  two  parts  of  this  Heso- 
lution which  it  is  necessary  to  discuaa 
from  a  practical  point  of  view.  The 
hon.  Baronet  wants  to  restrain,  first,  the 
legal  power  of  issue,  and,  secondly,  the 
legal  power  of  renewal  of  licences. 
These  are  two  totally  different  things. 
With  regard  to  the  first,  I  expected  to 
hear  in  the  course  of  the  debate  an  at- 
tack on  the  magistrates  for  the  way  in 
which  they  have  issued  licences  during 
the  last  few  years.  But  I  have  not  heard 
a  word  to  that  effect.  I  heard  a  great 
deal  of  declamation  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Birmingham 
as  to  magistrates  granting  an  enormous 
number  of  licences ;  but  not  a  single  fact 
was  adduced.  The  fads  are  contrary  to 
what  has  been  stated.,  because  anyone 
looking  at  the  facts  will  find  that  for 
the  last  10  years  the  magistrates  have, 
granted  scarcely  any  new  licences.  I 
believe  that  the  tendency  of  the  action 
of  the  mag^istrates  during  the  last  10 
years  has  been  entirely  against  g^ranting 
new  licences.  This  is  just  one  of  those 
ways  in  which  public  opinion  has  a  prac- 
tical result.  No  doubt,  in  a  g^at  many 
places  years  ago  magistrates  did  srant 
licences  when  they  ought  not  to  nave 
granted  them ;  but  public  opinion  has 
had  a  great  effect  on  the  magistrates, 
and  the  result  is  that  they  have  for  the 
last  10  years  been  most  sparine  in  the 
issue  of  licences.  I  have  not  me  sta- 
tistics before  me  at  the  present  moment ; 
but  I  had  them  taken  out  about  a 
week  ago,  and  I  believe  I  am  correct  in 
stating  that  the  new  licences  daring  the 
last  10  years  have  been  marvelloaslj 
few.  I  agree,  however,  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Ghreen- 
wich,  that  it  does  not  always  follow  that 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  licences 
means  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
drunkards.  It  is  not  for  10  years,  bat 
I  think  for  30  years,  that  the  magistrates 
of  the  City  of  Manchester  have  steadily 
refused  to  grant  new  any  licences  except 
on  the  most  special  occasions  possible ; 
this  I  speak  of  as  from  my  own  positiTe 
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knowledge.  Therefore,  I  am  bound  to 
stand  up  for  the  action  of  the  magis- 
trates in  regard  to  this  question.  I  quite 
agree,  however,  that  every  possible  fact 
ought  to  be  brought  before  the  magis- 
trates. As  I  stated  last  year,  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  magistrates  being  al- 
lowed, as  of  right,  to  inquire  into  the 
opinion  entertained  in  the  neighbour- 
liood  where  a  public-house  is  proposed 
to  be  placed.  Landowners  and  others 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  are 
perfectly  entitled  to  say  that  they  do  not 
want  a  public-house  near  them.  But 
what  I  want  is,  that  there  should  bo 
something  like  uniformity  and  some- 
thing like  a  judicial  decision  in  the 
matter.  There  ought  not  to  be  a  tri- 
bunal appointed  ad  hoe,  and  it  ought  not 
to  be  appointed  by  a  popular  vote.  If 
you  are  going  to  consider  this  question 
wisely,  temperately,  and  carefully,  I 
cannot  conceive  a  worse  tribunal  than  a 
popular  vote.  I  venture  to  say  this — 
that  the  object  of  all  judicial  or  quasi- 
judicial  decisions  should  be  that  thoy 
should  be  so  impartial  as  to  command 
the  assent  and  respect  of  those  whom 
they  concern.  But  if  the  matter  comes 
to  a  popular  vote  of  the  ratepayers,  and 
the  change  is  made  by  a  small  majority, 
the  minority,  I  am  confident,  will  not 
regard  itself  as  justly  bound  by  that 
TOte.  There  will,  in  fact,  be  no  satis- 
faction in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the 
decision  will  seem  to  be  wrong.  Then 
we  come  to  the  second  question  raised, 
which  is  quite  of  a  different  character 
— namely,  thedifRculty  as  to  the  renewal 
of  licences.  There  you  have  at  once  a 
question  of  vested  interests,  and  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  I  entirely  agree  with 
all  Uiat  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
nte  (Mr.  Gladstone)  has  said  on  that 
point — that,  in  that  case,  the  question  of 
property  will  have  to  be  settled,  and 
that  if  the  Besolution  is  going  to  touch 
vested  interests  something  should  have 
been  said  on  the  subject  of  compensa- 
tion. I  believe  that  in  the  Bill  brouglit 
forward  some  time  ago  the  question  of 
compensation  was  lost  sight  of;  but,  as 
tax  as  a  Besolution  is  concerned,  it  is 
absolutely  impossible  that  we  should 
iffnore  those  wno  have  real  and  proper 
claims.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr.  John 
Bright)  has  made  an  appeal  for  sym- 
pathy, and  asks  how  many  hundreds 
snd  thousands  does  the   hon.  Baronet 


the  Mombor  for  Carlisle  not  represent  ? 
Well,  ho  certainly  does  represent  a  groat 
number  of  people,  I  might  say  millions, 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  means 
those  who  wish  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  do  away  with  this  vice  of  drunken- 
ness ;  I  am  one  of  them,  and  their  num- 
ber includes  all  my  right  hon.  Friends 
beside  me.  But  if  you  ask  whom  he 
represents  by  this  Motion,  I  must  ask,  in 
turn,  who  those  are  who  understand  the 
Motion  ?  I  believe  that  of  all  the  thou- 
sands he  is  said  to  represent  he  will  not 
find  OS  many  tens  who  understand  it. 
Everyone  puts  upon  it  a  different  inter- 
pretation. I  can  only  say  that  if  the 
question  is  to  be  discussed,  lot  us  discuss 
it  either  in  a  Bill  with  all  the  details 
before  us,  or  else  lot  us  have  a  Resolu- 
tion about  which  no  one  can  make  a 
mistake.  Now,  the  noble  Lord  has 
asked  a  question  which  I  must  endea- 
vour to  answer.  He  asks  whether,  in 
certain  places,  the  ratepayers  might  not 
have  some  control,  not  only  over  the  re- 
gulation of  licences,  but  also  over  their 
granting  ?  My  answer  is  that  they  have 
that  power  of  regulation  already — they 
have  their  watch  committees ;  and  in  the 
boroughs,  where  the  great  mass  of 
drunkenness  is  found,  it  is  the  popular 
elements  that  has  control  of  the  Town 
Council  and  of  the  police.  I  wish  to  pay 
every  possible  tribute  to  the  borough 
police;  but  I  may  remind  the  noble 
Lord  that  it  is  to  the  boroughs  that  the 
hon.  Baronet  has  chiefly  called  our  at- 
tention, and  not  to  the  action  of  tho 
county  magistrates.  The  noble  Lord 
also  observed  that  some  time  ago  tho 
matter  was  brought  before  tho  House  of 
Lords,  who  appointed  a  Select  Com- 
mittee to  make  inquiries ;  and  it  would 
be  well  for  us  to  say  which  of  their  re- 
commendations we  are  going  to  act  upon. 
I  do  not  know  what  effect  the  Rejiort  of 
that  Committee  has  had  on  tho  mind  of 
the  noble  Lord ;  but  it  is  clear  that  it 
has  not  made  a  deej)  impression  on  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  fur 
Greenwich.  It  appears  that  none  of  the 
recommendations  of  that  Committee 
have  commanded  themselves  to  his  mind 
as  being  satisfactory ;  and  I  may  can- 
didly confess  that  I,  too,  have  not  found 
in  any  uf  them  a  clear  indication  of  the 
best  way  of  dealing  witli  the  difficulty. 
To  increase  further  the  doubts  and  diffi- 
culties of  the  cose,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  certainly  opened  up  a  very 


523 


Intoxieating  Liquors  (COMMONS]         (Zic&iue9).—Be$oltd(&M.      534 


large  question  in  asking  whether  we  and 
all  the  laws  of  late  years  are  not  alto- 
gether wrong  in  not  resorting  to  absolute 
Free  Trade  as  the  only  way  to  grapple 
with   it?    Moreover,   the  noble    Lord, 
though  he  admitted  that  the  Committee 
of  the  other  House  has  made  several 
important  recommendations,   has  fore- 
shadowed the  idea  that  in  his   mind 
there  are  grave    doubts    whether    the 
question  of  Free  Trade  is  not  still  one 
that  should  be  seriously  entertained  by 
the  House.    I  am  bound  to  say  upon  the 
point  that  the  Report  of    the  Lords' 
Committee,    though    I    willingly    bear 
testimony  to  the  great  ability  and  care 
with  which  they  examined  the  question, 
has  disappointed  me.     On  the  question 
of  Free  Trade  I  give  no  opinion  at  the 
present  moment ;  all  I  can  say  is  that, 
when  the  action  of  the  Liverpool  magis- 
trates was  reported  to  me  as  to  throwing 
open  all  the  public-houses  as  freely  as 
possible,  I  took  a  strong  part   against 
that  course,  and  I  see  no  reason  to  de- 
part from  that  view.      As  at  present 
advised,  I  do  not  believe  Free  Trade 
will  at  all  answer.     I  do  not  like  the 
monopoly  of  the  present  system ;  but  I 
do  not  believe  if  you  put  Free  Trade  in 
its  place  you  would  be  any  better.     I 
quite   agree  with  hon.   Members  who 
urge  that  the  monopoly  in  the  Metro- 
polis might  be  broken  down,  and  I  do 
not  like  the   system  by   which    great 
brewers  hold  an  enormous  number  of 
public-houses ;  but  the  whole  question 
IS  very  difficult,  and  Free  Trade  might 
complicate  it  still  further.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that,  after  all  the  careful  con- 
sideration given  to  the  subject  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  after  all  our  in- 
quiries, we  are  still  not  perfectly  in- 
formed   on    the    question.      Having  a 
monopoly,  we  must  regulate  it,  and  sub- 

i'ect  to  a  very  strict  inspection  the  regu- 
ated  houses.  We  must  also  trust,  to  a 
great  extent,  to  that  which  has  mainly 
improved  our  own  class  a  generation  ago 
— ^I  mean  the  change  in  public  opinion — 
to  continue  to  improve  the  workmen  and 
the  artizans.  I  am  confident  that  in  that 
class  in  my  own  county  there  is  a  g^ow- 
in^  and  positive  dislike  to  dininkenness, 
a  disposition  to  avoid  and  cast  out  the 
intemperate,  that  cannot  fail  in  time  to 
efifeot  a  great  social  and  moral  reforma- 
tion. That,  and  the  spread  of  educa- 
tion, and,  above  all,  trying  to  make  com- 
fortable the  homes  of  the  people,  and 

Mr,  AishsUm  Crou 


doing  all  possible  to  provide  innocent 
amusement  and  recreation,  instead  of  a 
man  having  to  go  to  a  miserable  hovel, 
with  no  air  to  breathe,  no  water  to 
drink,  no  pleasures  to  resort  to,  except 
the  public-house,  are  the  better  influ- 
ences now  at  work,  and  they  will  speedily 
settle  the  question. 

Sm  HARCOUET  JOHNSTONE  said, 
he  was  anxious  to  say  but  a  very  few 
words  in  favour  of  a  scheme  which 
might,  perhaps,  recommend  itself  as  a 
practical  one  to  his  noble  Leader  below 
him.  He  was  prepared  to  accept  the 
principle  of  local  option  by  ratepayers ; 
but,   looking  at  the  question   from  a 

Eartly  Conservative  point  of  view,  he 
elieved  that  the  fairest  way  of  settling 
the  question  was  by  amalgamating  the 
ratepayers  with  the  magistrates.  This 
was  no  new  principle ;  it  was  already  in 
operation  in  the  case  of  Boards  of  Ouar- 
dians,  highway  boards,  school  boards, 
and  sanitary  boards,  while  the  Home 
Secretary  had  already  introduced  it  into 
his  new  scheme  for  the  water  supply  of 
the  Metropolis.  It  was,  therefore,  no 
new  principle  which  could  not  be  adopted 
by  hon.  Members  on  the  opposite  siae  of 
the  House ;  only  at  that  moment  he  could 
not  expect  them  to  accept  it,  becaoae 
they  were  at  present  satisfied  with  the 
condition  of  the  trade  as  it  stood,  and 
because  they  had  the  undivided  support 
of  that  monopoly  in  the  country.  They 
never  could  imagine  that  any  fresh  good 
was  likely  to  accrue  from  interference 
with  the  system  of  licensing  under  the 
magistrates.  He  could  not  oelieve  hon. 
Members  opposite  were,  therefore,  likely 
to  adopt  his  proposal ;  but  he  thought 
that  on  that  side  of  the  House  it  might 
be  accepted  as  a  sensible  alternative 
scheme.  It  would,  at  all  events,  have 
this  recommendation — that  it  acknow- 
ledged the  existence  of  an  authoritj 
already  constituted,  and  it  amalgamated 
with  tiiat  the  body  of  ratepayers  who 
of  all  people  in  the  world  were  most 
directly  interested  in  the  sobriety  of  the 
country.  The  ratepayers  had  to  bear 
the  expense  of  prisons  partly,  and,  to  a 
great  extent,  tne  expense  of  lunatic 
asylums,  as  well  as  that  of  maintaining 
the  poor ;  and  if  it  were  true  that  the 
pauperism,  crime,  and  lunacy  of  the 
country  arose,  as  in  all  probability  it 
did,  from  drink,  he  thought  that  the 
ratepayers  should  be  consulted  upon 
any  change  that  was  found  to  be  neces- 
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e  lioentiiig  system.  His  hon. 
e  Member  for  Carlisle  bdieved 
^  but  the  ratepayers;  but,  in 
m,  if  it  was  desired  to  end 
ion,  the  House,  before  it  went 
ohibitioii,  would  adopt  this 
Tree  IVade,  if  they  could  start 
lold  no  doubt  be  tne  best  solu- 
it  had  been  proved  so  distaste- 
le  could  see  no  ohance  of  its 
»pted.  It  was,  no  doubt,  the 
lonest  answer  to  the  question, 
d,  at  all  events,  destroy  that 
lonopoly  existing  at  the  pre- 

and  make  this  question  infi- 
re  easy  of  settlement,  because 

trade  would  be  thrown  open, 
i  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
iCember  for  Greenwich  that  at 

the  principle  was  never  pro- 
1,  and  he  oelieved  that  had  it 
nkenness  would  not  have  in- 

He  believed,  also,  that  in  all 
slating  to  trade  there  should 
mopofy.  It  would  be  found 
)  existed  in  every  constituency 
;etd  feeling  that  the  people  of 
^  should  have  some  direct 
I  regard  to  licencep ;  and,  in 
<n,  they  were  fully  and  fairly 
>  it,  and  he  hoped  that  at  a 
Le  the  constituencies  would  be 
ough  to  express  their  view — 
people  and  the  ratepayers  of 
ry,  who  had  to  bear  the  bur- 
h  resulted  from  the  present 
lould  have  a  voice  in  the  issu- 


ences. 


tn  put. 

rase  divided: — Ayes  248  ;  Noes 

joirity  114. 


AYES. 


V. 
D. 


Lt.Ck>L  O. 
F. 
.L. 
J.D. 
J.  R. 
J. 
C. 

,  ViMxmnt 
BrW.  B. 


rT. 

Mi.8irM.H. 
W.  B. 
riof 


Bentinck,  rt.  hon.G.C. 
Bentinck,  G.  W.  P. 
Bercsford,  Lord  0. 
Birkbeck,  £. 
Blackbume,  Col.  J.  I. 
Boord,  T.  W. 
Bourke,  hon.  R. 
Bourne,  Colonel  J. 
Bousfield,  Col.  N.  G.  P. 
Bowen,  J.  B. 
Braasey,  H.  A. 
Brise,  Colonel  R. 
Broadloy,  W.  H.  H. 
Brooke,  Lord 
Bulwor,  J.  R. 
Burghloy,  Lord 
Buxton,  Sir  R.  J. 
OaUan,  P. 
Cartwright,  F. 


Cartwiight,  W.  C. 
Cecil,  Lord  E.  H.  B.  G. 
Chaplin,  Colonel  E. 
Chaplin,  H. 
Charley,  W.  T. 
Childers,  rt.  hn.  H.  C.E. 
Christie,  W.  L. 
Clarke,  E. 

Clive,  Col.  hon.  G.  W. 
Cobbold,  T.  C. 
Cole,  Col.  hon.  H.  A. 
Collins,  E. 
Cordes,  T. 
Cotton,  W.  J.  R. 
Crichton,  Viscount 
Cross,  rt.  hon.  R.  A. 
Cubitt,  G. 
Cust,  H.  C. 
Davenport,  W.  B. 
Denison,  W.  E. 
Dickson,  Major  A.  G. 
Digby,  Col.  hon.  E. 
Dyott,  Colonel  R. 
Eaton,  H.  W. 
Edmonstone,   Admiral 

SirW. 
Egerton,  hon.  A.  F. 
Egerton,  hon.  W. 
Elcho,  Lord 
Elphinstone,SirJ.D.H. 
Eml3Ti,  Viscount 
Estcourt,  G.  S. 
Evans,  T.  W. 
Fawcett,  H. 
FitzwilUam,  hn.  W.  J. 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Forester,  C.  T.  W. 
Forster,  Sir  C. 
Forsyth,  W. 
Foster,  W.  H. 
Fothergill,  R. 
Fraser,  Sir  "W.  A. 
Fremantle,  hon.  T.  F. 
Freshfield,  C.  K. 
Gabbett,  D.  F. 
Gal  way.  Viscount 
Gardner,  J.  T.  Agg- 
Garfit,  T. 

Gathome-Hardv,hn.A. 
Giffard,  Sir  H.  *S. 
Giles,  A. 
Gilpin,  Sir  R.  T. 
Goldney,  G. 
Goldsmid,  Sir  J. 
Gordon,  W. 
Gorst,  J.  E. 
Grantham,  W. 
Gregory,  G.  B. 
Grosvenor,  Lord  R. 
Hall,  A.  W. 
Ilalsev,  T.  F. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C.  J. 
Hamilton,    right  hon. 

Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  hon.  R.  B. 
Hamond,  C.  F. 
Hankey,  T. 
Hardcastlo,  E. 
Hurtington,  Marq.  of 
Hjir\'ov,  Sir  R  B. 
IIav,rt.hn.SirJ.C.  D. 
Heath,  R. 
Helmdey,  Vifcount 


Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hervey,  Lord  F. 
Hicks,  E. 
Hildyard,  T.  B.  T. 

Hill,  A.  a 

Holker,  Sir  J. 
Holland.  Sir  H.  T. 
Holmesdale,  Viscount 
Holt,  J.  M. 
Hope,  A.  J.  B.  B. 
Hubbard,  E. 
Isaac,  S. 

Jackson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Johnson,  J.  G. 
Johnstone,  H. 
Johnstone,  Sir  F. 
Kavanagh,  A.  MacM. 
Kingscote,  Colonel 
Knatchbull  -  Hugeaaen, 

rt.  hon.  E. 
Knightley,  Sir  R. 
Knowles,  T. 
Laurie,  R.  P. 
Lawrence,  Sir  J.  0. 
Lawrence,  Sir  T. 
Lcarmonth,  A. 
Lee,  Major  V. 
Legh,  W.  J. 
Leighton,  6. 
Lei^dsham,  Viscount 
Lindsay,  Colonel  R.  L. 
Lindsay,  Lord 
Lloyd,  S. 
Lloyd,  T.  E. 
Lopes,  Sir  M. 
Lowe,  rt.  hon.  R. 
Lowther,  hon.  W. 
Lowthor  rt.  hn.  J. 
M*Garol-Hogg,  Sir  J. 
Makins,  Colonel 
Mandeville,  Viscount 
Manners.rt.hon.  Lord  J. 
Marten,  A.  G. 
Master,  T.  W.  C. 
Mellor,  T.  W. 
Mere  wether,  C.  G. 
Miles,  Sir  P.  J.  W. 
Mills,  A. 
Mills,  Sir  C.  H. 
Monckton,  F. 
Monk,  C.  J. 
Montgomery,  Sir  G.  G. 
Morg^an,  hon.  F. 
Muncastcr,  Lord 
Muntz,  P.  H. 
Naghten.  Lt.-Col.  A.R. 
Ncwdegate,  C.  N. 
Noel,  rt.  hon.  G.  J. 
Northcote,  rt.  hon.  Sir 

S.  H. 
O'Donoghue,  The 
O' Gorman  Mahon,  Col. 

The 
Onslow,  D. 
O'Shaughncssy,  R. 
Paget,  R.  H. 
Parker,  Lt.-Col.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
PeU,  A. 

Pemborton,  E.  L. 
Pennant,  hon.  G. 
Percy,  Earl 
Phipps,  P. 


527 


Supply 


{COMMONS) 


jMpi>ftm 


52S 


Pirn,  Captain  B. 
Polhill-Turaer,Capt.F. 
PoweU,  W. 
Praed,  C.  T. 
Price,  Captain  G.  E. 
Baikes,  H.  C. 
Rendlesham,  Lord 
Repton,  G.  W. 
Ridley,  E. 
Ridley,  Sir  M.  W. 
Ritchie,  C.  T. 
Rodwell,  B.  B.  H. 
Rothschild,  SirN.  M.de 
Round,  J. 
Russell,  Sir  C. 
Sackville,  S.  G.  S. 
Samuda,  J.  D*A. 
Sanderson,  T.  K. 
Sandon,  Viscount 
Sclater  -  Booths   right 

hon.  G. 
Scott,  M.  D. 
Seely,  C. 
Selwin  -  Ihhetson,   Sir 

H.  J. 
Shaw,  W. 
Sheridan,  H.  B. 
Shirley,  S.  E. 
Shute,  General  C.  C. 
Sidehottom,  T.  H. 
Simon,  Serjeant  J. 
Simonds,  W.  B. 
Smith,  A. 
Smith,  F.  C. 
Smith,  S.  G. 
Smith,  rt.  hn.  W.  H. 
Smithwick,  J.  F. 
Smollett,  P.  B. 


Somerset,  Lord  H.  R.  C. 
Spinks,  Serjeant  F.  L. 
Stanhope,  hon.  E. 
Stanhope,  W.  T.  W.  S. 
Stanley,  rt.  hn.  Col.  F. 
Starkey,  L.  R. 
Starkie,  J.  P.  C. 
Storer,  G. 
Swanston,  A. 
Tennant,  R. 
Thomhill,  T. 
Thwaites,  D. 
Thynne,  Lord  H.  F. 
Torrens,  W.  T.  M*0. 
TremajTie,  J. 
Tumor,  E. 
Wait,  W.  K. 
Walker,  O.  O. 
Walker,  T.  E. 
Walpole,  rt.  hon.  S. 
Walter,  J. 
Watney,  J. 
Wells,  E. 
Wethered,  T.  O. 
Wheelhouse,  W.  S.  J. 
Williams,  W. 
Wihnot,  Sir  H. 
Wilmot,  Sir  J.  E. 
Wolflf,  Sir  H.  D. 
Woodd,  B.  T. 
W3Tin,  C.  W.  W. 
Yarmouth,  Earl  of 
Yorke,  J.  R. 

TELLERS. 

Dyke,  Sir  W.  H. 
Winn,  R. 


NOES. 


Acland,  Sir  T.  D. 
Allen,  W.  8. 
Anderson,  G. 
Ashley,  hon.  E.  M. 
Balfour,  Sir  G. 
Barran,  J. 

Baxter,  rt.  hon.  W.  E. 
Beaumont,  Colonel  F. 
Bell,  I.  L. 
Biddulph,  M. 
Biggar,  J.  G. 
Birley,  H. 
Blake,  T. 
Briggs,  W.  E. 
Bright,  Jacob 
Bright,  rt.  hon.  J. 
Brog^en,  A. 
Brown,  A.  H. 
Bruce,  Lord  C. 
Cameron,  C. 
Campbell,  Lord  C. 
Campbell,  Sir  G. 
Campbell  -  Bannerman, 

H. 
Chadwick,  D. 
Chamberlain,  J. 
Chambers,  Sir  T. 
Clifford,  C.  C. 
Colman,  J.  J. 
Corbett,  J. 
Corry,  J.  P. 
Cowan,  J. 


Cowen,  J. 
Cowper,  hon.  H.  F. 
Daliymple,  0. 
Dalway,  M.  R. 
Da  vies,  D. 
Davies,  R. 
Dickson.  T.  A. 
Dilke,  Sir  C.  W. 
Dodds,  J. 
Douglas,  Sir  G. 
Duff,  M.  E.  G. 
Dundas,  hon.  J.  C. 
Edge,  S.  R. 
Egerton,  Adm.  hon.  F. 
Ferguson,  R. 
Fletcher,  W. 
Forster,  rt.  hon.  W.  E. 
Fry,  L. 

Gladstone,  W.  H. 
Gordon,  Sir  A. 
Gourley,  E.  T. 
Gower,  hon.  E.  F.  L. 
Gbant,  A. 

Hamilton,  Marquees  of 
Harrison,  C. 
Harrison,  J.  F. 
Havelock,  Sir  H. 
Herschell,  F. 
Hibbert,  J.  T. 
Holms,  J. 
Holms,  W. 
Home,  Captftin 


Howard,  E.  S. 
Howard,  G.  J. 
Hughes,  W.  B. 
Hutchinson,  J.  D. 
Ingram,  W.  J. 
James,  W.  H. 
Jenkins,  D.  J. 
Jenkins,  E. 
Johnstone,  Sir  H. 
Kenealy,  Dr. 
Kensington,  Lord 
Laing,  S. 
Laverton,  A. 
Lea,T. 

Leatham,  E.  A. 
Leith,  J.  F. 
Leslie,  Sir  J. 
Lusk,  Sir  A. 
Mackintosh,  C.  F. 
M* Arthur,  A. 
M* Arthur,  W. 
M*Clure,  Sir  T. 
M'Laren,  D. 
Maitland,  W.  F. 
Milbank,  F.  A. 
Morgan,  G.  O. 
Morley,  S. 
Noel,  B. 
O'Clery,  K. 
Palmer,  C.  M. 
Palmer,  G. 
Parker,  C.  8. 
Pease,  J.  W. 
Peel,  A.  W. 
Pennington,  F. 
PhiUps,  R.  N.' 
Playfair,  rt.  hon.  L. 
Plimsoll,  8. 
Potter,  T.  B. 


Rashieigh,  Sir  0. 
Redmond,  W.  A. 
Reed,  E.  J. 
Richard,  H. 
Roberts,  J. 
Russell,  Lord  A. 
Rylandis,  P. 
St.  Anbyn,  Sir  J. 
Samuelaon,  B. 
Sinclair,  Sir  J.  G.  T. 
Smith,  E. 

Stansfeld,  rt.  hon.  J. 
Stevenson,  J.  C. 
Stewart,  J. 
Stewart,  M.  J. 
Stuart,  Col.  J.  F.  D.  C. 
Sullivan,  A.  M. 
Tavistock,  Marq.  of 
Temple,  right  hon.  W. 

Cowper- 
Tennant,  C. 
Tracy,  hon.  F.  8.  A 

Hanbury- 
Trevelyan,  G.  O. 
Vivian,  A.  P. 
Vivian,  H.  H. 
Waddy,  S.  D. 
Wedderbum,  Sir  D. 
Whitworth,  B. 
Williams,  B.  T. 
Wilson,  C. 
Wilson,  I. 
Wilson,  Sir  M. 
Young,  A.  W. 

TBLLBBS. 

Burt,  T. 
Lawson,  SirW. 


Main  Question,  ''That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leaye  the  Ohair,"  put,  and 
agreed  to, 

SUPPLY— (£3,410,000)  EXCHEQUER 

BONDS.— COMMITTEE. 
Supply — considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Hesolvedf  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,4 1 0,000, 
be  granted  to  Her  Mjajesty,  to  pay  off  and  dis- 
charge Exchequer  Bonds  that  will  become  dae 
and  payable  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March,  1880. 

Besolution  to  be  reported  upon  Mon» 
day  next ; 

Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Monday 
next. 

SUPPLY.— REPORT. 
Resolutions  [4th  March]  reporUd. 

First  Thirty-Two  Besolutiona  read, 
and  agreed  to. 

Thirty-Third  BeM)lution^read  a  first 

time. 


^9        PfobaUi  of  Wills,  ^c.     [KkRCU  5,  1880] 
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Sib  HENEY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
8aid,  that  upon  that  Vote  he  had  pro- 
mised the  Committee  on  the  previous 
night  that  he  would  give  some  informa- 
tion. He  had  been  asked  to  divide  the 
Bum  of  £650,  charged  for  witnesses  and 
travelling  allowances  for  the  Commis- 
moners.  He  found  that  the  witnesses 
were  paid  £ioO,  including  subsistence 
allowance,  and  that  the  travelling  ex- 
penses of  the  Oommissioners  amounted 
to  £200,  making  a  total  of  £650  in  all. 
The  number  of  witnesses  who  had  been 
examined  was  very  large. 

Beaolution  agreed  to. 

Thirty-Fourth  Resolution  read  a  first 
time. 

Sib  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  that  he  had  been  asked  to  state 
the  names  of  some  of  the  distinguished 
persons  for  whose  conveyance  by  special 
packet  the  sum  of  £2,120  had  been 
paid.  They  included  the  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Wales,  the  Grand  Duchess 
of  Ifecklenburgh,  the  Crown  Prince  of 
Germany,  the  Dake  of  Oumberland,  the 
Empress  of  Germany,  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Oonnaught,  the  King  and 
Queen  of  Denmark,  and  others  of  a 
ffjmili^y  rank. 

Mb.  RYLANDS  said,  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  Vote ;  but  as  the  Vote 
vas  much  larger  than  usual  that  year 
he  thought  it  required  explanation,  and 
that  the  House  should  be  told  the  names 
of  the  distinguished  persons  for  whose 
oonTeyance  the  sum  had  been  expended. 

Sib  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  that  he  had  also  promised  to  ex- 

C^ain  the  item  for  compensation  paid  to 
r.  Ford  and  his  wife.    The  fact  was 
that  a  person  of  the  name  of  Ford,  a 
member  of  a  firm  of  wholesale  stationers 
in  the  Ci^»  committed  acts  amounting 
to   flraudulent  bankruptcy,   and  subse- 
qaently  absconded.    Warrants  were  ob- 
tained for  his  apprehension  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Criminal  Department.  The 
■hip  by  which  he  sailed  touched  at  Bar- 
baaoee ;  and  the  authorities,  having  been 
telegraphed    to,   arrested    Mr.     Ford. 
There  was  no  description  of  him  in  the 
warrant ;  but  it  seemed  that  there  were 
two  Mr.  Fords  on  board  the  vessel,  and 
the  wrong  one  was  arrested.     The  Go- 
Tsmor  kept  him  under  arrest  until  it 
wis  discovered  that,  after  all,  the  wrong 
p«ion  had  been  apprehended.     He  was 
tkea  discharged,  and  returned  to  Eng- 


land, and  took  proceedings  against  the 
authorities  for  his  illegal  arrest.  As  the 
liability  for  that  arrest  fell  upon  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  the 
Treasury  was  glad  to  compromise  the 
matter  for  the  sum  which  now  appeared 
in  the  Estimates. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Remaining    Resolutions    read,     and 
agreed  to, 

PROBATES  OF  WILLS,  &c.  [STAMP 

DUTIES.]— COMMITTKE. 
Order  for  Committee  read. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  he  had  to  move  *'that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  and 
he  would  briefly  explain  to  the  House 
the  purposes  of  the  Resolutions  which 
would  afterwards  be  embodied  in  a  Bill. 
It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House  that  last  year  a  discussion  was 
raised  upon  a  Motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Stockton  (Mr.  Dodds),  and, 
subsequently,  upon  a  Resolution  and 
Amenament  moved  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  East  Sussex  TMr.  Gregory). 
That  Resolution  met  with  the  almost 
unanimous  approval  of  the  House, 
and  it  affirmed  that  it  was  expedient  to 
re-consider  and  revise  the  progressive 
rates  for  probate  duty,  and  to  afford 
greater  facilities  for  the  settlement  of 
legacy  and  succession  duty,  and  to  make 
other  provisions  for  the  relief  of  executors 
and  administrators.  That  Resolution 
was  adopted  by  a  very  large  majority  of 
the  House,  and  the  Government  was 
therefore  called  upon  to  act  upon  it. 
Accordinj2^1y,  he  had,  in  concert  with  the 
Inland  Revenue,  prepared  an  amended 
scheme  with  regard  to  probate  and  ad- 
ministration duties.  There  were  two 
points  in  which  the  present  scale  seemed 
to  require  some  alteration.  The  first 
was  in  regard  to  the  jumps  that  were 
now  made  from  one  rate  to  another  ;  and 
the  second  was  the  fact  that  the  per- 
centage of  duty  now  fell  considerably 
heavier  upon  small  properties  than  upon 
large  ones.  Then,  again,  a  distinction 
now  existed  between  the  dut}'  payable 
upon  testate  and  upon  intestate  estates. 
It  would  be  convenient  for  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  House  that  he  should  re- 
serve his  observations  until  the  scale 
was  before  them.  He  might,  however, 
say  that  they  had  endeavoured  to  adjust 
the  rates  in  such  a  way  that  all  sums 
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above  £600  paid  2  J  per  cent.  They  had 
abolished  the  distinction  between  testate 
and  intestate  estates,  and  they  had  made 
provisions  by  which  estates  under  the 
value  of  £200  paid  1-33;  under  £350 
1-60;  under  £500  1-70;  between  £500 
and  £600  2  per  cent;  and  above  £600 
2i  per  cent.  There  would  also  be  found 
in  the  Bill  that  he  should  ask  leave  to 
introduce  into  the  House  provisions  for 
enabling  duty  to  be  paid  at  once  upon 
reversionary  interests;  the  Commis- 
sioners were  empowered,  for  a  present 
payment,  to  give  a  discharge  to  executors 
and  administrators  from  any  future  duty. 
There  was  also  a  clause  which,  he 
thought,  would  be  found  to  be  useful 
with  regard  to  interest ;  and  there  was  a 
further  clause  that  would  exempt  from 
legacy  duty  estates  under  £100,  in  the 
same  manner  as  small  estates  were  now 
exempted  from  succession  duty.  He 
should  move  **  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  now 
leave  the  Chair." 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair.  *  * — (  Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. ) 

Question  put^  and  agreed  to. 

Matter  coneidered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Stamp  Duties  on  Pkobates,  Letters  of 

Administration,  and  Inventories. 

Mr.  DODDS  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  deprecated  a  discussion 
of  the  proposed  rates  until  they  were 
fully  before  the  House.  He  must  con- 
fess that  he  was  very  glad  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  done  something  to 
remedy  the  anomalies  that  at  present 
existed ;  but  he  regretted  very  much  that 
he  had  not  gone  a  step  further.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  steps  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  referred  to 
occurred  just  as  much  in  his  scheme  as 
under  the  existing  system .  With  regard 
to  large  estates,  it  would  happen,  in  many 
cases,  that  very  large  sums  would  have 
to  be  paid  for  duty.  He  thought  it 
would  be  much  better  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  adopted  a  uniform  per- 
centage scale,  instead  of  the  rates  which 
he  had  mentioned.  He  was  glad  to  find 
that  the  absurd  distinction  between  tes- 
tate and  intestate  estates,  and  between 
probate  duty  and  succession  duty,  had 
Deen  swept  away.    But  those  were  very 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 


small  points  in  oomparison  with  this  very 
large  subject ;  and  he  was  afraid  that, 
notwithstanding  the  provisions  which  it 
was  proposed  to  introduce  allowing  pay- 
ment of  duty  at  once  in  certain  cases, 
there  would  still  remain  a  g^reat  deal  to 
be  done.  He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  the  principle  he  advocated  last  year 
— namely,  that  there  should  be  one  duty 
both  for  probate  and  administration  and 
for  legacy  duty,  was  the  better  plan ;  and 
he  was  sure  that,  until  that  was  dono, 
this  question  could  never  be  considered 
satisfactorily  settled.  Still,  however,  he 
must  express  his  thanks  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  having  done  something 
in  respect  of  this  muoh-needed  reform. 
When  the  House  saw  the  scheme  it 
would  be  better  able  to  judge  of  the 
proposals,  and  whether  much  more  re- 
mained to  be  done.  He  trusted  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  see  his  way 
to  make  some  further  alterations.  The 
proposals  now  before  the  Committee 
were  a  great  step  in  advance  upon  the 

{>re8ent  system,  and,  he  hoped,  would 
ead  the  way  to  a  thorough  reform  in 
this  class  of  duty. 

The  CHANOELLOEop  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  that  he  was  unwilling  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  subject 
that  evening ;  but  he  might  inform  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  it  had  been  found 
impossible  to  make  a  charge  of  uniform 
percentage  upon  all  estates.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  would  find,  from  Papers  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  that  under  the  new 
rates  the  jumps  to  which  he  had  alluded 
had  been  very  much  reduced.  There 
was  one  point  which  he  wished  to  men- 
tion, and  that  was  that  the  financial 
efifect  of  his  proposals  would  be  to  make 
a  considerable  addition  to  the  Bevenoe, 
perhaps  to  the  extent  of  some  £600,000 
or  £700,000.  It  was  true  that  the  rates 
were  lower  upon  small  properties ;  bat 
they  were  raised  upon  properties  of 
greater  value. 

(I.)  Sesolv^df  That,  towards  raising  the  Supply 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  in  lieu  of  the  Stamp 
Duties  now  payable  upon  Probates  of  Wills  and 
Letters  of  Administration  in  England  and  Ire- 
land, and  upon  Inventories  to  be  exhibited  and 
recorded  in  any  CommiMary  Court  in  Scotland, 
there  shall  be  charged  and  paid  the  f  oUowiag 
Duties  (that  is  to  say) : — 

Where  the  Estate  and  Effects  for  or  in 
respect  of  which  a  Probate  or  Letters  of 
Administration  shall  be  granted,  or  whereof 
an  Inventory  shall  be  exhibited  and  re- 
corded, exclusive  of  what  the  deceased  shall 
have  been  possessed  of  or  entitled  to  as  a 
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tnittM  tor  aov  other 

pmon,  and  not  bene. 

Lbov«  th«  Tftloe  ol 
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£100  ud  tmdai      £200 

£2 

MOanlutd 

300 

SOO 
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300 
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400 

600 
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600 

13 
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BOO 

17 

800 

1.000 

22 

1.000         „ 

1.600 

31 

1.600         ., 

2,000 

44 

2,000         „ 

3.000 

62 

3.000         „ 

4,000 

88 

4.000         „ 

6,000 

113 

S.O0O        „ 

6,000 

HO 

6.O0O        „ 

7.000 
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8,000 

8.000        „ 

6,000 

215 

g.ooo      „ 

10.000 
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12,000 

275 
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14.000 

325 
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10,000 

376 

ta,ooo      „ 

18,000 

425 

18.000 

20,000 

475 

20.000        „ 

26,000 

665 

36.000        „ 

30.000 

690 

W.D00        „ 

36.000 
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26,000        „ 

40,000 
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40,000         „ 

45,000 

1,065 

46,000        „ 

60,000 

1,190 

60,000 

1,376 

60|000        ", 

70,000 

1,625 

70.000        ,. 

80,000 

1,876 
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120,000 
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3,250 
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160,000 

3,750 

100.000        „ 

180,000 

4,250 

180.000        „ 

200,000 

4,750 

E0O.DO0 

250,000 

6.625 

260.000 

300,000 

8,876 

300,000        „ 

360,000 

8,125 

350,000        „ 

400,000 

9.375 

400,000 

600.000 

11,260 

600,000  and  upwards  ;  thpn 

,  addition  to  the  uid  Ihitv  of  £11.250 

J  fiill  111111  of  £100.000 
'  XWO.OOO.  and  alao  for  any  fractioDdl 
at  of  £100,000  ao  in  eiccu.  2,500 

For  Amendment  of  Law, 
(L)  S*—irti,  That  it  ia  erpodiont  to  amend 
U)  Lawa  Tclatmg  to  the  Stamp  Duties  on  Pro- 
ittm  of  Willa.  Lettcn  of  Administration,  and 
I,  and  ths  Laws  relating  to  the  DuticB 


BeaolntionB  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
Iqraezt. 


MOTIONS. 


r  SHIPS  LADEN  IN  BrLK. 
XOMIXATION  OF  BRLEcr  COUMITTEE. 

liodon  mule,  and  Question  propos''d, 
"That  the  Select  Committoo  do  coimist 
at  Tveutj-tliree  Members." — ( Viteount 


&fB.  PLUfSOLL  said,  he  wiahed  to 
point  out  the  differsnce  which  existed  in 

the  rates  of  premium  on  graiu-laden 
vessel)!  from  Tranaatlautic,  as  compared 
with  some  other  ports,  the  former  being 
fixed  at  about  4  per  cent,  while  in  the 
latter  case  it  stood  at  only  2  per  cent, 
although  the  latter  voyage  was  three 
times  OS  long.  That  was  the  deliberate 
estimate  of  the  risk  by  men  who  spent 
their  lives  in  studying  their  relative 
values,  and  was  much  more  valuable,  in 
his  opinion,  than  the  Report  of  any 
Eojal  Commission  which  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  subject.  He 
should  spare  no  pains  to  obtain  the 
passing  of  the  Bill  which  he  had  intro- 
duced. As  to  the  question  before  the 
House,  fixing  the  number  of  the  Com- 
mittee at  23  Members,  he  had  seen  at 
once  that  the  Gentlemen  charged  with 
the  formation  of  Committees  had  a  diffi- 
cult and  invidious  duty  to  perform ;  but 
he  was  obliged  ta  point  out  that  on  the 
present  Committee  no  less  than  six 
shipowners  had  heon  appointed,  while, 
at  the  same  time,  it  included  not  one 
single  shipbuilder.  For  the  purposes 
of  arriving  at  a  just  conclusion  in  this 
matter,  the  opinion  of  a  shipbuilder  was, 
in  his  view,  of  far  greater  value  than 
that  of  a  shipowner.  He  thought  that 
while  they  had  the  hou.  Members  for 
Pembroke  {Mr.  E.  J.  Beed)  and  North 
Durham  (Mr.  Palmer)  sitting  in  that 
House,  not  to  ask  them  to  advise 
and  assist  upon  that  Committee  was 
a  great  oversight.  In  his  opinion,  it 
would  be  extremely  desirable  that  those 
hon.  Members  should  be  appointed,  be- 
(lauso  iu  the  course  of  thu  discussion 
which  had  taken  place  a  great  deal  of 
nonsense  had  been  talked  with  respect 
to  the  raising  of  the  centre  of  gravity, 
which  would  have  been  exposed  in  a 
moment  by  the  hon.  Members  to  whom 
he  had  referred. 

Ma.  E.  JENKINS  said,  he  should 
move  that  the  debate  bo  now  adjourned, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Qovem- 
ment  to  re -consider  the  appointment 
which  had  been  made  to  the  Com- 
mittee. The  hoD.  Member  for  Derby 
(Mr.  PlimsoU)  had  already  pointed 
out  that  six  shipowners  had  been 
nominated  on  this  Committee  to  deli- 
berate on  a  question  conccruiug  their 
own  interests.  It  was  perfectly  true 
that  u  certain  number  of  Members 
were  added  who  were  iutoreated  in  the 
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general  question  ;  but  lie  could  not  help 
thinking  that  it  was  very  unfair  that 
one-fourth  of  the  whole  Committee 
should  be  shipowners.  But  there  were 
other  -points  of  difference  to  which  he 
desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House. 
He  noticed,  besides,  that  the  Committee 
numbered  among  its  Members  some 
regular  Committee  hacks.  There  was  a 
certain  number  of  Members  who  seemed 
to  have  the  monopoly  of  Committee 
nominations ;  and  it  was  extraordinary 
that  there  should  be  so  many  Members 
able  and  willing  to  serve  who  were  en- 
tirely overlooked,  whilst  a  system  of 
plurality  was  carried  on  to  its  fullest 
extent.  That  evening,  on  the  nomi- 
nation of  two  Committees,  he  found 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding 
(Mr.  W.  S.  Stanhope)  nominated  to 
the  Committee  of  Public  Loans  and 
also  on  the  Committee  then  under  con- 
sideration. He  asked  whether  it  was 
calculated  to  give  satisfaction  that  the 
hon.  Member  referred  to  should  be  so 
appointed,  and  whether  it  was  likely  he 
could  give  his  attention  to  the  duties 
required  of  him  upon  these  two  important 
Committees  ?  He  observed  the  name  also 
of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Guild- 
ford (Mr.  Onslow),  who  was  an  opponent 
to  the  second  reading  of  theBill.  Why,  he 
asked,  was  the  hon.  Member  for  Derby, 
the  promoter  of  the  Bill,  not  placed  upon 
this  Committee  ?  The  more  one  looked 
at  the  constitution  of  the  Committee  the 
more  he  was  dissatisfied.  It  contained 
the  name  of  only  one  Scotch  Member — 
namely,  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Greenock  (Mr.  Stewart),  who  had  al- 
ready been  appointed  on  the  Sugar 
Bounties  Committee.  He  wished  to 
know  why  the  hon.  Member  for 
Greenock  had  been  nominated,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Leith  (Mr.  Grant) 
left  out?  In  order,  therefore,  to  give 
the  Government  time  to  re-consider  the 
matter,  he  moved  that  the  debate  be 
adjourned. 

Mr.  RYLANDS  said,  he  would  second 
the  Motion  in  the  hope  that  the  noble 
Lord  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  would  allow  the  matter  to  be  ad- 
journed ;  because  he  was  sure  that,  with 
some  little  further  consideration,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  appointing  a 
Committee  which  would  give  satisfac- 
tion. It  would  be  very  unfair  that  the 
shipowning  interest  should  not  be  ade- 
quately represented  on  this  Committee ; 

Mr.  E,  Jenkim 


but  he  was  bound  to  say  that  there  were 
Gentlemen  who  had  been  left  off  the 
Committee  who  were  clearly  entitled  to 
be  appointed.  He  had  understood  the 
hon.  Member  for  Derby  (Mr.  PUm- 
soU)  had  shown  some  disinclination 
to  serve.  Now,  that  hon.  Member 
had  probably  given  himself  more  pains 
with  regard  to  this  question  than  any 
other  Member  in  the  House,  and, 
were  he  appointed,  he  would  come 
upon  the  Committee  with  that  full  in- 
formation which  would  enable  him  to 
assist  the  other  Members.  He  believed 
that  the  hon.  Member's  sense  of  public 
duty  would  induce  him  to  yield  to  the 
wish  of  the  House  if  his  name  were 
adopted.  He  knew  the  difficulty  in 
which  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  per- 
formed the  office  of  Whips  were  placed, 
and  what  pressure  was  often  put  upon 
them  by  certain  Members  of  the  House, 
and  they  were  not  expected  to  go  np 
and  down  the  House  asKing  Members  to 
sanction  their  names  being  placed  on 
Committees.  No  doubt,  names  were 
often  suggested  by  persons  who  had 
charge  of  the  nomination  of  Committees ; 
but  there  some  hon.  Members  who 
pressed  upon  the  Whips  that  their  name 
should  be  put  on  Committees  while  other 
hon.  Members  were  left  out.  There 
were  many  most  able  men  who  were 
never  put  upon  Committees,  while  there 
appeared  to  be  a  number  of  pluralists 
whose  names  were  constantly  met  with. 
This  was  a  matter  of  such  g^at  import- 
ance that  the  Committee  should  be  one 
which  would  command  the  public  confi- 
dence ;  and  he  thought  that  in  the 
nomination  which  had  taken  place  there 
had  not  been  due  consideration  of  what 
was  required  in  the  public  interest.  He 
therefore  pressed  upon  the  noble  Lord 
the  desirability  of  deferring  the  nomi- 
nation, and  of  consulting  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Derby,  whose  opinion  upon 
one  or  two  points,  at  all  events,  should 
be  taken.  If  the  noble  Lord  would 
allow  the  debate  to  be  adjourned,  he 
believed  he  would  thereby  promote  the 
great  object  which  he  had  in  view. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned." 
— (^Mr.  E,  Jenkins,) 

Viscount  SANDON  said,  he  should 
be  the  last  person  in  the  world  inten- 
tionally to  appoint  a  weak  and  onsoit- 
able  Committee  for  the  consideration  of 
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this  important  qnestion.  On  the  con- 
tnxy,  tne  greateist  care  and  trouble  had 
been  taken  in  selecting  an  impartial 
Committee  to  deal  with  it.  One  of  the 
complaints  raised  against  its  constitution 
was  that  the  list  of  Members  contained 
the  names  of  too  many  shipowners.  But 
it  most  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  differ- 
enoe  of  opinion  existed  among  ship- 
owners as  to  the  proper  manner  of  stow- 
ing grain  cargoes;  and  if  a  sufficient 
number  of  shipowners  was  not  appointed 
the  Committee  would  be  placed  in  a 
difficult  position.  He  appealed  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Derby  (Mr.  PlimsoU) 
as  to  whether  he  did  not  consider  it 
was  quite  essential  to  have  a  certain 
numbier  of  shipowners  upon  the  Com- 
mittee who  would  know  what  questions 
to  address  to  the  witnesses  from  their 
own  point  of  view,  and  he  reminded 
the  hon.  Member  that  three  out  of  the  six 
had  expressed  themselves  in  favour  of 
his  TiewB.  The  House  of  Commons  was 
not  rich  in  shipbuilding  Members,  and 
the  only  shipouilders  that  the  hon. 
Member  referred  to  sat  upon  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  House.  He  agreed  that 
it  would  be  desirable  that  they  should 
hare  the  assistance  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Durham  (Mr.  Palmer), 
and  he  did  not  know  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  raise  any  opposition  to  his 
appointment.  No  one  lamented  more 
than  himself  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Derby  had  declined  the  office.  In  ask- 
ing the  hon.  Member  to  serve  upon  the 
Committee  he  had  eone  out  of  the  pro- 
per course,  inasmuch  as  he  had  no  right 
to  ask  any  hon.  Member  to  serve.  He 
bad  done  so  however,  and  had  said  to 
liiin^"  Whatever  happens,  I  hope  you 
irill  serve  on  the  Committee."  But  after 
that  he  heard  to  his  dismay  that  he  had 
reftised  to  serve.  He  was  not  surprised 
si  the  hon.  Member  for  Burnley  remark- 
ing upon  this  point;  but  he  (Viscount 
Baadon)  had  aone  everything    in  his 

ewer  to  secure  the  services  of  the  hon. 
ember  for  Derby,  and  he  should  still 
be  happy  to  consult  with  him  farther 
upon  that  subject.  He  could  not  con- 
sent to  call  the  Committee  a  weak  one, 
and  it  appeared  to  him  a  strong  expres- 
sion to  apply  to  the  Members  who  had 
been  nominated.  He  hoped  the  hon. 
If  ember  for  Derby  would  re-consider  tlic 
view  he  had  taken  of  the  matter  and 
consent  to  serve  on  the  Committee ;  but, 
in  the  event  of  his  not  doing  so,  he 


would,  of  course,  oflfer  himself  very  early 
as  a  witness.  He  suggested  that  they 
should  put  down  for  Monday  the  name 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Durham 
(Mr.  Palmer) ;  and  he  would,  on  his 
part,  move  for  the  appointment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Newcastle  (Mr. 
Hamond),  who,  everybody  would  agree, 
would  be  a  suitable  Member.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  now  proceed  with  the 
question,  and  that,  having  looked  over 
the  names,  they  would  admit  that  the  Go- 
vernment had  done  everything  that  was 
possible  to  secure  the  most  impartial 
Committee  which  could  be  obtained.  He 
would  on  Monday  put  down  the  names 
of  the  hon.  Members  for  North  Durham 
and  Newcastle;  but  beyond  that  they 
could  not  go  in  the  direction  of  extend- 
ing the  Committee. 

Mr.  PLIMSOLL  said,  that  if  another 
winter  was  to  pass  without  legislation 
he  must  decline  to  serve.  There  was  no 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  necessity 
of  legislation  with  respect  to  grain  car- 
goes laden  in  bulk. 

Viscount  SANDON  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was  not  justified  in  saying  that  no 
difference  of  opinion  existed.  He  (Vis- 
count Sandon)  had  very  carefully  studied 
the  subject,  and  wished  to  state  that  he 
differed  entirely  from  the  view  expressed 
by  the  hon.  Member  ;  and  there  existed, 
moreover,  a  great  difference  of  opinion 
amongst  shipowners  upon  the  subject  in 
question. 

Mr.  PLIMSOLL  said,  that  under- 
writers,  being  engaged  in  insuring  car- 
goes from  all  parts  of  the  world,  made  it 
the  business  of  their  lives  to  estimate  the 
risks  attendant  upon  certain  voyages ; 
their  opinion,  therefore,  was  of  greater 
value  and  was  more  conclusive  on  points 
of  this  kind  than  the  Report  of  any  Com- 
mittee. It  was  found  by  them  that  they 
could  not  insure  grain  from  Transatlantic 
ports  at  a  less  rate  than  4  per  cent,  while 
the  same  cargo  shipped  from  San  Fran- 
cisco could  be  covered  at  2  per  cent,  al- 
though the  latter  voyage  was  three  times 
as  long  as  the  former. 

Mr.  SPEAKIIR:  The  hon.  Member 
for  Derby  is  now  discussing  the  general 
question.  I  must  remind  him  that  the 
(iuostion  before  the  House  is  that  the 
Committee  do  consist  of  23  Members. 

Mr.  W.  S.  stanhope  said,  that 
ho  bhouKl  bo  most  happy  to  withdraw 
from  the  Committee  if,  by  so  doing,  he 
could  in  any  way  facilitate  the  settlement 
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of  the  question.     He  had  not  asked  to 
be  appointed. 

Lord  KENSINGTON  said,  that,  in 
striking  a  Committee,  they  were  placed 
in  a  very  difficult  position  by  trying  to 
please  everybody,  which,  unfortunately, 
they  never  could  do.  He  could  assure 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dundee  (Mr.  E. 
Jenkins)  that  he  had  done  his  best 
in  the  present  case  to  get  as  fair  and 
impartial  a  representation  as  could  be 
obtained  of  all  the  interests  concerned. 
He  could  only  say  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Derby  was  the  first  person 
he  had  asked  to  serve ;  and  when 
he  found  that  he  was  out  of  town 
he  sent  him  a  telegram,  to  which  he  re- 
ceived the  reply  that  **he  did  not  want 
to  serve  on  the  Committee."  If,  how- 
ever, the  hon.  Member  would  consent  to 
serve,  he  ventured  to  think  that  his  pre- 
sence would  add  strength  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  very  much  contribute  to  the 
success  of  the  cause  which  he  had  at 
heart 

Sir  DAVID  WEDDEEBUEN  said, 
he  observed  that  among  the  23  Mem- 
bers nominated  there  was  only  one 
from  Scotland ;  and  he  wished  to  suggest 
that  as  the  number  of  persons  interested 
in  shipping  in  Scotland  was  very  large 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leith  (Mr.  Grant) 
should  be  ^dded  to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  C ALLAN  said,  he  would  suggest 
that  the  matter  should  stand  over  until 
Monday,  and  that  a  smaller  number — 
say  10  or  12  Members — should  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  Committee  of  Selection. 

Sir  JULIAN  GOLDSMID  said,  that 
to  nominate  Members  of  Committees  upon 
important  non-political  questions  simply 
because  they  sat  on  this  or  that  side  of 
the  House  was  a  most  ludicrous  system. 
He  gathered  from  the  discussion  that 
there  were  two  or  three  Members  on 
that  side  of  the  House  who  ought  to 
have  been  appointed,  and  that  there 
were  two  or  three  others  on  the  opposite 
side  whose  names  ought  not  to  have 
been  placed  on  the  Committee.  The 
noble  Lord,  he  thought,  had  made  a 
mistake  in  making  the  suggestion  to  the 
House  that  upon  a  non-political  ques- 
tion there  must  be  a  balance  of  hon. 
Members  from  the  two  sides.  In  his 
opinion,  it  would  be  better  to  adjourn 
until  Monday  to  give  the  Government 
time  to  re-consider  the  matter. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HABT  DYKE  said, 
that  the  hon.  Member   for  Bochester 

3fr,  W,  8.  Sianhope 


(Sir  Julian  Goldsmid)  had  critioized 
severely  the  system  by  ^^ch  Select 
Committees  were  now  appointed.  He 
would  inform  the  hon.  JBaronet  that 
last  year  the  whole  queeiion  with  re- 
ference to  the  appointment  of  Com- 
mittees was  brought  before  the  House, 
and  an  unanimous  deoiaion  arrived 
at  in  favour  of  the  present  ^stem. 
Having  been  engaged  in  the  duty  of 
selecting  Members  for  Committees  for 
some  years,  all  he  could  say  waa,  with 
reference  to  this  particular  Committee, 
that  he  had  given  more  personal  atten- 
tion to  its  constitution  than  usoaL  He 
thought  that  if  any  hon.  Member  would 
read  the  names  of  those  constituting  the 
Committee,  he  could  not  but  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  ad- 
mirably calculated  to  deal  with  the  sub- 
ject in  a  fair  and  impartial  spirit.  For 
instance,  the  hon.  Member  for  one  of 
the  Hidings  of  Yorkshire,  to  whose 
name  some  exception  had  been  taken, 
was,  he  consideredy  eminently  oalonlated 
to  do  good  service  on  the  Committee. 
He  thoroughly  agreed  with  the  observa- 
tion of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Hoohestii»r  that  it  would  be  a  g^reat 
mistake  to  treat  this  question  in  a  Party 
spirit.  It  was  essential  that  the  hon. 
Members  constituting  the  Oommittse 
shoidd  be  useful  for  legislative  purposes 
generally,  and  should  be  speoiaUyaoali- 
fied  to  deal  with  this  measure,  with 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Durham  (Mr.  Palmer) 
upon  the  Committee,  he  should  be  very 
glad  that  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
should  be  added  to  the  list  of  those  to 
be  appointed. 

Mr.  E.  J.  HEED  said,  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  understand  the  desire  of  some 
hon.  Members  to  serve  often  and  to 
serve  longer  upon  Select  Committees  of 
that  House.  If  there  was  one  thing  for 
which  he  felt  extremely  eratef ol  it  was 
that  he  had  so  seldom  had  to  sit  upon  a 
Select  Committee.  He  was  sure  the 
House  would  not  suppose  that,  in 
making  these  observations,  he  had  any 
desire  to  speak  of  the  inquiries  of  Select 
Committees  with  disrespect.  He  should 
like  to  say,  however,  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, it  would  be  highly  desirable  that 
they  should  have  upon  this  Committee 
one  or  two  hon.  Members  who  were 
familiar  with  the  construction  of  ships. 
In  justification  of  that  view,  he  miffht  say 
that  he  had  read  some  letters  which  had 
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recently  appeajred  in  the  public  Press 
BDon  tae  question  of  g^in  stowage,  and 
with  not  one  of  those  letters  coulid  he 
entirelj  agree.  To  arrive  at  correct  con- 
clusions on  such  subjects  it  would  be 
highly  desirable  that  some  of  the  Mem- 
ban  of  the  Committee  should  be  fami- 
liar with  the  construction  and  calcula- 
tions of  ships.  In  looking  oyer  the  con- 
stitation  of  the  Committee,  he  noticed 
the  names  of  two  or  three  Gentlemen 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  House  who 
he  should  consider  were  eminently  well 
qualified  to  deal  with  this  question.  The 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Admiral  the  Mem- 
ber forStamfom  (Sir  John  Hay)  had  very 
considerable  acquaintance  with  the  sub- 
ject, as  also  had  the  hon.  Member  for 
I)ownpatrick  (Mr.  MulhoUand)  whose 
names  appeared  in  the  Committee. 
Bat,  at  the  same  time,  there  was  very 
great  scope  and  even  a  necessity  for 
some  addition  to  the  Committee.  He 
rose  for  the  purpose  of  suggesting 
that  the  names  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Durham  (Mr.  Palmer)  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets  (Mr. 
Samuda)  should  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee. The  inquiry  was  one  that  would 
require  close  scientific  attention,  and  he 
felt  that  it  would  be  a  very  great  advan- 
tage to  have  those  two  hon.  Members 
on  the  Committee.  He  should  like  to 
add  further  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
idea  of  a  Member's  judgment  upon  such 
a  matter  being,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
influenced  by  the  side  of  the  House  he 
sat  upon  appeared  to  him  absurd. 

Mb.  CHILdEBS  said,  that  ho  agreed 
TeiT  much  with  several  of  the  observations 
which  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  ^( ember 
for  Pembroke  (Mr.  Beed)  as  to  the  import- 
ance of  having  upon  the  Committee  one 
or  two  Gentlemen  who  were  well  in- 
formed upon  the  purely  scientific  side  of 
this  question.  For  instance,  he  was 
perfectly  certain  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretaiy  to  tlio  Admiralty 
and  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Admiral 
the  Member  for  Stamford  would  bring 
much  experience  to  bear  uj>on  the  im- 
portant questions  that  would  come  be- 
fore the  Committee.  But  ho,  for  one, 
would  extremely  reg^t  if  the  question 
of  the  appointment  of  Select  Committees 
should  ever  come  to  be  treated  in  accord- 
ance with  the  view  suggi>8ted  ])y  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Bochestrr. 
For  many  years  past — certainly  ovor 
ance  he  had  been  in  the  House,  and,  ho 


believed,  ever  since  the  Beform  Bill — 
the  basis  of  the  selection  of  Select  Com- 
mittees had  been  that  Members  should 
be  taken  equally  from  both  sides  of  the 
House.  It  would,  he  thought,  be  very 
unwise  for  the  Opposition,  who  were  at 
present  in  so  large  a  minority  in  that 
House,  to  endeavour  in  any  way  to  inter- 
fere with  that  practice.  For  if  that 
system  were  once  departed  from,  and  it 
was  not  recognized  that  the  Opposition 
was  entitled  to  form  half  of  the  Commit- 
tee, then  the  Government  would  naturally 
employ  their  majority  to  obtain  the  con- 
trol of  Committees,  and  all  their  deci- 
sions would  be  in  the  nature  of  Party 
victories.  Ho,  therefore,  thought  that 
it  would  bo  very  much  wiser  to  leave 
things  as  they  were,  than  permit  Select 
Committees  to  be  chosen  on  a  political 
basis.  At  the  same  time,  he  hoped  that 
they  would  never  appoint  Committees 
consisting  exclusively  of  experts.  He 
remembered  that  in  one  Committee  of 
which  he  once  was  Chairman  every- 
body know  all  about  the  subject,  and 
the  Beport  was  a  foregone  conclusion ; 
60  that,  with  so  many  experts,  he  did  not 
think  a  Committee  could  come  to  a  good 
conclusion.  In  his  opinion,  they  re- 
quired upon  a  Committee  a  fair  number 
of  persons  who  had  taken  no  part  in 
the  discussion  of  the  question  that  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee — in  fact, 
persons  who  would  act  as  common  jury- 
men, and  who  would  be  able  to  form  an 
unbiassed  opinion  upon  the  questions  at 
issue  after  they  had  been  well  discussed 
by  the  experts.  It  was  from  a  body  of 
men  so  constituted  that  he  believed  the 
soundest  conclusions  could  be  derived. 
Ho  noticed  that  there  wore  13  or  14 
Members  upon  this  Committee  who  had 
taken  part  in  the  debates,  and  eight  or 
nino  who  had  taken  no  part  whatever 
in  questions  of  this  kind.  They  would 
thus  have  a  body  of  experts;  and, 
secondly,  a  number  of  independent 
Members,  who  would  bo  able  to  judffo 
between  them.  He  might  say  that,  m 
Iiis  opinion,  the  names  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Duriiani  (Mr.  Palmer) 
and  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Derby  (Mr. 
Plimsoll)  might  bo  very  well  added  to 
the  Conmiitteo. 

Thk  CHAXrELLOB  of  the  KXCIIE- 
QTjKK  said,  ho  hoped  that,  after  what 
had  been  saiil,  and  ospfciully  after  the 
speec'li  of  tli«*  rij^ht  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  I'outefract,  the  Motion 
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for  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  would 
not  be  persisted  in.  It  would  be  a  very 
great  pity  if  the  nomination  of  this 
important  Committee  were  postponed. 
After  the  discussion  that  had  taken 
place,  it  would  be  seen  that  there  was 
very  great  difficulty  in  striking  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  sort.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  House  could  not,  as  a 
whole,  discharge  the  duty,  and  that  they 
must  delegate  it  to  certain  of  their 
Members.  It  was  always  desirable  to 
have  as  many  Gentlemen  as  possible 
who  were  interested  in  the  particular 
subject  before  the  Committee  ;  and  there 
was  always  a  disposition  to  facilitate  the 
attendance  of  Gentlemen  who  were  de- 
sirous of  taking  part  in  the  business  of 
any  Committee.  In  the  selection  of  the 
Members  to  form  the  Committee,  it  was 
necessary  that  there  should  be  a  good 
deal  of  care  taken  that  all  the  various 
views  that  ought  to  be  represented  on 
the  Committee  were  so  represented. 
But  the  House  was  also  bound  to  place 
upon  the  Committee  certain  Gentlemen, 
upon  whose  judgment  and  knowledge  of 
business  they  could  rely,  to  form  an  un- 
prejudiced opinion  upon  the  matter 
before  the  Committee.  To  select  hon. 
Members  with  the  qualifications  he  had 
mentioned  was,  he  need  scarcely  say,  no 
light  task.  Gentlemen  had  been  selected 
to  serve  upon  this  Committee  who  repre- 
sented the  difiPerent  opinions  upon  the 
subject ;  and  his  hon.  Friend  had  stated 
that  he  would  be  perfectly  ready  to  add, 
and,  indeed,  it  was  important  that  the 
Committee  should  include  Gentlemen 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  con- 
struction of  ships.  With  that  view,  he 
agreed  in  thinking  it  would  be  well  for 
the  names  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Durham  (Mr.  Palmer)  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
(Mr.  Hamond)  to  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee. This  would  be  done  on  Monday, 
if  the  Motion  for  the  adjournment  were 
withdrawn. 

Mb.  E.  JENKINS  said,  he  should 
like  to  state  that,  in  his  former  observa- 
tions, he  had  intended  nothing  personal, 
but  merely  an  illustration  of  the  system. 
He  agreed  with  the  proposal  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  should,  therefore,  ask 
leave  to  withdraw  his  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 


Select  Committee  to  oonsiBt  of  Twentj-Utree 
Members  : — Committee  nominaUd  : — Mr.  Aiu 
THra  Peel,  Mr.  J.  Q.  Talbot,  Mr.  Bn>» 
DULPH,  Mr.  Algeb390N  Eoebton,  Mr.  Thomas 
Brabset,  Sir  John  Hat,  Sir  HARCom 
Johnstone,  Mr.  Bates,  Mr.  Mundblla,  Mr. 
James  Cokrt,  Mr.  Goublet,  Mr.  Gobst,  Mr. 
Norwood,  Mr.  Kayanagh,  Mr.  0*Skai7oi- 
NESSY,  Mr.  BiRKBECK,  Mr.  Stbtensox,  Mr. 
Onslow,  Mr.  Jakes  Stewart,  Mr.  Mulhol- 
LAND,  Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope,  Lord  Arthte 
Bussell,  and  Mr.  Mac  Iyer  : — Power  to  send 
for  persons,  papers,  and  records ;  Five  to  be  Um 
quorum. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 
NOMINATIOK  OF  SmJSQT  OOMICITTKB. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

'*  That  the  following  Members  be  nominated 
as  the  Select  Committee  of  Public  Accounts . — 
Sir  Walter  Barttelot,  Lord  Frederick 
Cayendish,  Mr.  Cubitt,  Mr.  Goldnbt,  Mr. 
Hanret,  Sir  Henrt  Holland,  Sir  Jons 
Lubbock,  Sir  Charles  Mills,  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr. 
Seelt,  and  Sir  Henrt  Sblwik-Ibbetson." — 
{Sir  Henry  Selwitt'lbb^ttoti.) 

Mb.  EYLANDS  said,  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  oppose  the  nomination  of  theee 
Gentlemen ;  but  he  might  tell  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Seoretary  to  the  Treaauzy 
that  very  considerable  diaaatiBfaction 
existed  with  regard  to  the  Oommittee. 
It  wotdd  be  found  that  upon  that  Com- 
mittee there  were  not  the  names  of 
any  of  those  Gentlemen  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  taking  an  actire  pari 
in  the  discussion  in  Committee  of 
Supply.  In  his  opinion,  it  was  yezy 
desirable  that  the  Committee  should 
be  formed  of  Gentlemen  who  were  ac* 
quainted  with  what  had  taken  place  in 
the  discussion  upon  the  Votes.  He 
believed  that  there  were  Gentlemen  will- 
ing to  serve  upon  that  Committee,  who 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
and  had  paid  attention  to  these  matters. 
He  merely  rose  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pressing his  regret  that,  notwithstanding 
representations  made  to  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  no  altera- 
tion had  taken  place  in  the  constitation 
of  the  Committee. 

Sib  henry  SELWIN-IBBET80N 
said,  he  could  assure  his  hon.  Friend 
that  it  was  to  the  noble  Lord  who  was 
usually  elected  Chairman  of  this  Com- 
mittee that  representations  with  reg^aid 
to  its  formation  should  be  addressed. 
He  should  also  like  to  point  out  that  it 
was  especially  necessary  for  the  conduct 
of  the  business  of  a  Committee  of  this 
kind  that  it  should  consist  of  a  email 
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r  of  Members.  It  required,  more- 
lon.  ICembem  who  could  give  oon- 
tfcendance  to  it.  The  hon.  Mem- 
lust  admit  that  it  was  always 
»a8  to  single  out  the  names  of  any 
Jar  Members  to  take  off  the 
ittee.  With  the  exception  of 
on.  Members — one  of  them  a 
vfrom  Ireland — who  were  placed 
I  Gommittee  last  year,  he  might 
at  the  Committee  had  remained 
present  position  for  a  very  oon- 
>le  period.  But  while  he  could 
isent  to  single  out  any  hon.  Mem- 
take  off  the  Gommittee,  yet  he 
be  Tery  glad  to  add  the  name  of 
Q.  Member  to  the  Gommittee,  but 
)  fact  that  any  increase  in  the 
T  of  the  Gommittee  would  impede 
inees.  If  the  Gommittee  were  to 
ureed  it  would  become  almost  im- 
lexorit  to  get  through  its  busi- 

MONK  said,  that  he  thought  it 
le  of  the  Standing  Orders  of  the 
that  this  Gommittee  should  con- 
only  1 1  Members  and  he  should 
1  if  Uie  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary 
Treasury  could  tell  him  whether 
that  was  the  case.  No  doubt,  it 
be  Teiy  invidious  to  object  to  the 
of  any  hon.  Member ;  but  it  was 
Dastluit  several  hon.  Gentlemen, 
ig  that  Gommittee,  were  by  no 
.  regular  in  their  attendance  upon 
me  of  the  Members  attended 
irly  to  investigate  the  accounts; 
hers  did  not.  The  hon.  Member 
nmley  (Mr.  Eylands)  had  said, 
that  not  one  Member  of  the 
ittee,  except  the  Financial  Se- 
f  to  the  Ti^asury,  was  a  regular 
ant  in  the  House  when  it  went 
Committee  of  Supply.  Thus  it 
be  seen  that  not  one  of  those 
smen  was  so  well  fitted  to  invos- 
those  accounts  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
or  Burnley;  and  he  hoped  that 
oremment  would  in  future  bear 
1  mind  and  place  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Gommittee. 

.  GOLDNEY  said,  that  the  duties 
Committee  were  confined  to  as- 
Diog  whether  or  not  appropriation 
wen  properly  carried  out.  The 
littee  could  not  question  any  Vote, 
ere  simply  charged  with  the  duty 
ing  that  it  had  been  properly  ex- 
d.  The  Veto  itself  did  not  come 
their  cog^zance,  nor,  under  the 

'L  ecu.       [third  series.] 


Appropriation  Act,  had  they  any  power 
to  deal  with  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Gommittee  nominated  accordingly. 


WAYS  AND   MEANS. 

Qmsidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

(1.)  Jietolvedf  That,  towards  making  good  IJie 
Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  service 
of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 

1880,  the  sum  of  £3,982,902  3<.  3d.  be  granted 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

(2.)  Betohed,  That,  towards  making  good  Uie 
Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  Uie  service 
of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 

1881,  the  sum  of  £16,641,300  be  granted  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next; 
Committee  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  aazt. 

House  adjourned  at  Two  o'clock 
till  Monday  next. 


^^^^^^^^^^^tf^^N^^v 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
Monday,  %th  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.]— Ptblic  Bills— -Rr#^  B$ading'^ 

Road  Debts  on  Entailed  Estates  (Scotland)  * 

(29). 
Second  Reading—^Mciion  Remuneration  *  (16) ; 

Limitation  of  Actions*  (17) ;  Indian  Salaries 

and  Allowances  ♦  (22). 
Third  Heading  — 'Relief  of  Distress   (Ireland) 

(26),  and  passed. 

REPORTING. 
The  Evidence  taken  before  the  Seleot 
Committee  from  time  to  time  to  he  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  this 
House ;  but  no  copies  thereof  to  be  de- 
livered, except  to  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, until  further  order.     (No.  28.) 

THE  EASTERN  QUESTION. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Lord  CAMPBELL  said,  that  with 
reference  to  the  Resolution  which  stood 
in  his  name,  to  call  attention  to  the  policy 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  on  the 
Eastern  Question  since  the  autumn  of 
1874,  he  had  received  an  intimation 
from   the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
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that  it  would  conduce  to  the  public  ad-  be  present  when  the    diflcnsnon  \oA 

yantage  if  he  would  postpone  bringing  place  on  the  last  occasion  on  which  the 

it  before  the  House  until  the  return  of  measure  was  before    their  Lordships. 

the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs.  He  thought  Boards  of  Ouardians  would 

In  deference,    therefore,   to  the  noble  be  acting  very  foolishly  if  they  acted  ss 

Earl's  wish,   he    would    postpone    his  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Emly)  had  de- 

Besolution,  although  he  did  so  not  with-  scribed  on  Friday ;  and  he  iJso  thought 

out  reluctance.  it  was  right  in  the  QoTemment  to  sup* 

plement  relief  given   under  the  Poor 

THE  DISSOLUTION  OF   PABLIAMENT.  taw  system.     He  knew  that  the  distress 

STATEMENT.  was  Yory  severe  in  some  places,  and  that 

The    Eael    of    BEACONSFIELD  :  large  sums  had  W  spent  by^tabls 

My  Lords,  it  is  my  duty  to  amiounce  to  SffZ^r  if  rtthStS^S^k.  rf 

your  Lordships  that  as  soon  as  the  Chan-  ^®  «^^  ^^^  ^t  ^  ?f ^  Xl^M. 

cellor  of  the^  Exchequer,  the  Leader  of  *^^.  ?*T*^riS^'^     ^™    *J^if^^ 

the   other    House    of  Parliament,   has  '^M>^J?^^  ^    "^  """^"iil^i^rif 

made  his  Financial  Statement  for  the  ^^^^^.  ^  ^^  T"*  \  K   t 

^^o„__«rU;«i,  T,«  \.^^^^  *^  A^  «i«.^«*  -^  given  by  the  Poor  Law;  because  hebe- 

yew^-which  he  hopes  to  do  almost  im-  g  ^  ^  ^  .  ^^!^  important  that 

^f.l1^;:ZifW  ?hf  ^^^^^  too  much  relief  should  not  be^en.    Ha 

M^?X  J^f^f wf^^^^  nT^I   i^f •  •  '  ^ound  it  had  been  mentioned  by  the 

S    wVSsSve  £^^  p^^^^^  nobleLord(LordEmly)thatinDcie^ 

ters,  will  oissoive  tne  present  ir-arlia-  ^^^  ^^^  ^       ^^  ^^^  f amiHes  reewf- 

ing  relief,  and  that  the  distress  was  far 

BEER  DEALERS  RETAH.  LICENSES  more  serious  than  had  been  anticipala^ 

BILL  — rNo  27 )  there  was  also  another  matter  to 

'    ^  ^'     ''  which  he  wished  to  allude.    With  rs- 

{The  Earl  Stanhope,)  ^^^  to  the  state  of  Ireland,  it  had  been 

SECOND    BEADING.  Said  the  other  night  that  crime  wsf 

Orderof  the  Day  for  the  Second  Eead-  P^^iff  P^^alent  in  the  10  years  end- 

in^  read.  "^£»  ^^^^  ^'^'^  ^^  ^'^^  ^  ^^  ^^  7^''' 

iV    J  iifjn.  X  XI.   -D-n  u  J  «. ..  ending  1878.    That  was  so,  and  it  wu 

^'"i   T^^**?®^^  benowread2V"  ^  fact  to  which  he  had  called  their  Lord- 

--{^rhe  Earl  btanhop$,)  sl^ipg,  attention  very  often,  and  the  rea- 

The  F.ATtT.    of    KEMBEELEY  said,  ^^  ^^  **^*  ^  *^®  former  period  there 

that  the  BiU  was  not  yet  in  their  Lord-  J®'®  *Y^  ^®*^  Preeeinration  Acts  m 

ship's  hands,    and,    indeed,  they  had  l^."'®  ^  *    T®^   stringent    character, 

never  seen  it.    It  might  be  a  harmless  ^^^^  ^T  ^.J^  "®*  *^5^  S  ^^ 

BiU ;  but  he  thought  that  they  should  ®"™?  .^^  steaddv  increased.    He  did 

have  time  to  look  into  it.  '^o*  ™»*  ^I  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  matter  on 

Earl  STANHOPE  said,  that  he  would  ^^**  ^^®  ^^  *^®  House  he  sat,  would 

then  postpone  the  second  readinir  until  J®^*^  ^  ^1  *^*  ^^  present  state  of 

Thursday.  Ireland  was  satisfactory.     Dnring  the 

last  five  or  six  months  there  had  been 

Second  Eeading  put  off  to  Thunday  immense  monster  meetinn  called   to- 

^®^'  gether  for  the  purpose  <»  urging  the 

tenants,  by  force  or  fraud,  to  evade  pay* 

RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS  (IRELAND)  BILL,  ing  their  just  rents.     He  had  no  doubt 

{The  Lord  Jhetident.)  that  the  Gk>Temment  were  well  aware 

(no.  26.)    THIRD  READiKo.  ^^  *^®  ^*^  ^^^  *^®»®  meetings  were  not 

r\^       ^*x.    T^     4f     *v,    m.-^  -D     J  decreasing.      Only   yesterday,    in   the 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Eead-  neighbourhood  in  which  he  Eyed,  there 

ing,  read.  ^as  a  meeting,  which  was  called  for  the 

3lov$d,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  8*."  purrose  of  conyinoing  the  tilknra  of  the 

— ( The  Lord  Frnident.)  land  that  the  soil  belonged  to  them,  and 

there  were  printed  threateninir  notices 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE  servedonthe  whole  of  the  population— he 

wished  to  make  a  few  observations  be-  might  say  the  whole  of  the  honsehoUen, 

fore  the  Bill  was  read  a  third  time,  as  extending  to  some  of  his  own  penonal 

he,  unfortunately,  had  not  been  able  to  serrants.    He  considered  that  to  be  a 

Lord  Campbell 
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J  state  of  thingg.     In 

the  Doiglibourliood  he  spoke  of,  tie  and 
mBiiT  otfaer  proprietora  had  borrowed 
money  and  irere  emploTing  it.  The 
landloidB  had,  independently  of  the  Poor 
^f,  got  seed  for  the  people,  and  re- . 
dactioma  of  rent  had  been  general,  vhilst, 
in  many  omaea,  laige  portiona  of  rent 
lutd  not  been  paid  at  all.  It  was  re- 
marked the  other  day  by  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Emly)  that  it  should  be  shovn  to 
the  pac^e  of  Ireland  that  property  had 
its  aotiea  as  well  as  its  rights ;  but  he 
would  aak  Her  Hajesty's  OoTemment 
to  show  that  property  had  its  rights  as 
well  as  its  duties.  The  Qovernment  had 
passed  a  measure  for  the  feeding  and 
employment  of  the  people,  and  he  aeked 
the  Qoremment  to  show  the  people  of 
Ireland  that  they  must  keep  the  law. 
Only  lately  process  -  eerrers  had  been 
stopped  and  turned  away  by  gangs  of 
women  and  children,  who  took  their 
pioceeacs  away,  and  it  had  become 
neeeesary  to  send  an  escort  of  armed 
men  with  the  process- BeirerB.  This  was 
bringing  the  law  into  contempt,  and  he 
hoped  &B  Goremment  would  take  care 
to  see  that  the  law  was  carried  out  and 
respected. 

Motion  agrtti  (o  i  BUI  read  8*  accord- 
ingly, with  the  Amendments,  oaApautd, 
and  sent  to  the  Ck>mmons. 

Honte  sdj°<i"i^  't  half  patt  Fir 


HOTTBE    OF    OOHUONS, 
Mmiat.  ith  Mtu-eh,  1880. 


Hlli  VTEBJ—StrrLX—muidtrtd  >*h  Commillt* 
—Vjtr\  EnttMATEis  1880-81  ;  Civil  Kievice 

AVD   KZTEM'K  DeI'AKTMEMTH.   £'i,0<i^.400,  on 

account :  Citil  Semtiils,  Clkuac  1. 1«  VIL; 

fiST*ML-|    DEPUlTHEKn. 

MtmiutiBn  [Much  $j  rtportrd. 
W4T»  AKii   SIeanb— eoMjiAicJ  IB  Commilltr— 

Sttal-liim,  [Much  6]  rrporltd. 
Ptblic  Bill* — SnelmioH  in  Cvmmititt — Ordtrtd 

— I'irit  JlfJinf — Burial  Immh  Amendmont  * 

[101]. 
XnatMliMt  [March  6]  rrportrd—Ordrrril—Fi    ' 


■dim, 
Ordired  —  r     ■ 

(Ha.!)-- 


I'rubatei  uf    Wills,   ^c.    [Stamp 
■tl  Jtratfi'n;  —  Coowlidalod  Fund 


Steond  Stading—lniit.  Stock  [PoTera  of  Attor- 
ney) •  [83] ;  Valuation  (Metropolis)  Act 
aaeg)  AmeodmeDt  *  [981 ;  East  India  Loan 
(Eaat  Indian  Railway  DebentQrw)  *  [991. 

Cemmiltic^-Report — Hypothec  Abolition  [Scot- 
land)  *  [34] ;  Blind  and  Deaf-Mute  ChUdren 
Ul]. 


SITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Seiohed,  That  whenever  the  House 
shall  meet  at  Two  of  the  clock  the  Sitting 
of  the  House  shall  be  held  subject  to 
the  Eesolutions  of  the  House  of  the 
30th  day  of  April  1859,— (jtfr.  ChantiUer 
of  tht  Eiehequer.) 

QUESTIONS. 

SUMMABY  JUBISDICTION  ACT— NON- 
PAYMENT OF  HATES. 

Mb.  THOMSON  HAN££Y  asked  the 
Secretarr  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  he  has  yet  sent  any  defi- 
nite reply  to  various  applicationa  made 
respecting  the  construotiou  of  the  Sum- 
mary Jurisdiction  Act  aa  affecting  sum- 
monses granted  by  magistrates  for  non- 
payment of  parochial  rates? 

Mk.  ASSHETON  CBOSS,  in  reply, 
said,  some  doubts  were  entertained  on 
this  point.  The  matter  was  important, 
and  he  thought  the  best  oourse  would  be 
to  put  one  case  in  train  for  the  oonsidera- 
tion  of  a  Court  of  Law.  He  hoped  a 
decidon  would  soon  be  given. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE— THE  COLONIAL 
BAB. 

Kb.  ERBIKQTON  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  Whether 
the  Chief  Justice  of  Trinidad  lately  re- 
fused to  admit  to  practise  at  the  local 
bar  an  English  barrister,  unless  he  would 
give  a  written  undertaking  that  he  would 
reside  permanently  in  the  Colony  ;  and, 
whether  the  Chief  Justice  was  justified 
in  imposing  such  a  condition ;  or  whether 
it  ia  not  the  case  that  any  member  of  tho 
English,  Irieh,  or  Scotch  bars  has  a 
right  to  practise  at  any  Colonial  bar  on 
payment  of  the  entrance  fee  f 

Sin  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH: 
Sir,  I  have  heard  nothing  about  any  re- 
fusal  to  admit  en  Engliah  barrister  to 
practice  at  the  Trinidad  Uar ;  but  the  ad- 
mission of  barristers  to  practice  in  Co- 
I  lonial  Courts  is  regulated  by  the  laws  of 
T  2 
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the  different  Colonies,  and  by  rules  of 
the  Courts  made  under  these  laws ;  and 
there  is  at  least  one  Australasian  Colony 
in  which  it  is  the  rule  that  barristers 
before  admission  must  satisfy  the  Court 
that  they  intend  to  reside  and  practice  in 
the  Colony. 

EAST    INDIA    (ECCLESIASTICAL 
DEPARTMENT). 

Mr.  BAXTEE  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  K  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  Return,  No.  37,  of  the 
present  Session  **  East  India  (Ecclesias- 
tical Department),"  which  shows  that 
many  Cnaplains  or  Ministers  of  the 
Church  of  England  have  salaries  out  of 
the  public  funds,  although  their  congre- 
gations do  not  consist  of  ''  Civil  and  Mili- 
tary servants  of  the  Queen,"  and  the 
letter  from  the  Government  of  India 
covering  which  expresses  a  hope  of 
effecting  reductions  in  the  ecclesiastical 
expenditure  ;  and,  whether  it  is  intended 
to  withdraw  all  payments  from  the  Indian 
Exchequer  to  clergymen  whose  ministra- 
tions are  confined  mainly  to  private  per- 
sons? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  Sir,  the  Eetum 
to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  refers 
shows,  as  he  says,  that  some  chaplains 
and  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England 
receive  salaries  out  of  public  funds,  al- 
though their  congregations  consist  of 
few  civil  and  military  servants  of  the 
Queen ;  but,  as  pointed  out  by  the 
Bishop  of  Calcutta,  the  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  Government  chaplains 
cannot  be  measured  merely  by  the  num- 
ber of  Government  servants  attending 
their  ministrations.  The  Betums,  for 
instance,  exclude  the  families  of  civil  and 
military  servants,  pensioners,  and  others. 
Since  1876  this  expenditure  has  been 
reduced;  and  as  the  Government  of  India 
state  that  they  are  considering  the  whole 
subject,  and  hope  to  make  further  reduc- 
tions during  the  coming  fii^ancial  year, 
no  further  step  is  at  present  contem- 
plated. 

EDUCATION  —  ENDOWED    SCHOOLS  — 
TUNBRIDGE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  THOMSON  HANKEY  asked 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education,  When  the  Scheme 
No.  252,  for  the  Tunbridge  Grammar 
School,  will  be  laid  before  Parliament ; 
and,  if  the  Scheme  No.  253,  respecting 

Sir  Michael  Hich-Beach 


the  Endowment  of  the  Skinners'  Oom« 
pany  Charities,  will  be  laid  before  Par- 
liament at  the  same  time  ? 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON:  Sir, 
the  Schemes  252  and  253  in  connection 
with  Tunbridge  are  still  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Department ;  but  a  de- 
cision will  be  announced  within  the  next 
few  days.  It  is  impossible  to  say 
whether  it  will  be  necessary  to  lay 
the  schemes  before  Parliament.  This 
depends  upon  whether  any  Petition  is 
presented  requiring  the  Education  De- 
partment to  do  so. 

INDIA— THE  ATTOCK  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  ONSLOW  asked  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If  he  can 
state  to  the  House  the  conclusions  ar- 
rived at  by  the  Secretary  of  State  re- 
garding the  early  completion  of  a  bridge 
across  the  BiTer  Attock  ? 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:  8ir,Iamglsd 
to  be  able  to  inform  my  hon.  Friend  that 
the  work  of  constructing  a  bridge  orer 
the  Attock  is  in  progress.  Contracts 
have  been  entered  into  for  some  of  the 
spans,  and  tenders  hare  been  invited  for 
the  remainder. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  (AKIMALB) 
ACT  —  IMPORTATION  OF  CHINESE 
HIDES. 

Mb.  MABE  STEWAHT  asked  the 
Yice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education,  Whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  an  article  in 
the  ''  Times  "  of  the  4th  instant  from 
their  Special  Correspondent  at  Shanghai, 
which  narrates : 

'<  Amonff  the  prominent  exports  from  China 
to  England  and  America,  after  the  great  atapltf 
of  tea  and  silk,  haa  been  that  of  hides.  At  Um 
present  time  there  is  a  riolent  cattle  phmie 
raging  among  the  foreign  dairies  of  Shan^ai, 
and  public  opinion  is  much  ezerdfled  as  to  whe- 
ther there  is  or  not  a  general  mimsin  among 
cattie ; " 

and,  whether  the  GK>Temment  have  re- 
ceived any  account  of  the  same ;  and,  if 
so,  what  precautionary  steps  thej  are 
taking  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
Chinese  hides  to  this  conntrj  either 
direct  or  by  way  of  America? 

Lord  GEOEGE  HAMILTON:  Sir, the 
attention  of  the  Government  was  called 
to  the  trade  in  bones  and  hides  from 
ports  where  cattle  plague  exists  some 
time  before  the  appearanoe  of  the  artidie 
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in  the  I%$  TVmm  of  March  4.  The  Lord 
President  had  in  the  preceding  month 
ordered  an  inquiry  to  be  made  in  this 
matter  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Ve- 
terinary Department,  who,  accordingly, 
communicated  with  the  Customs  on  the 
•abject.  It  appears  that,  in  1879,  3,328 
tons  of  bones  were  imported  from  Tur- 
key, and  24,272  cwt.  of  hides  from 
China,  in  both  which  countries  cattle 
plague  exists.  The  bones  always  arrive 
m  a  dry  state ;  and  the  hides  from  China 
are  dried,  curried,  tanned,  or  otherwise 
dressed  and  cured.  We  do  not  prohibit 
the  importation  of  hides  from  Bussia, 
where  cattle  plague  has  a  constant  ex- 
istence; and,  considering  the  distance 
of  China  and  the  condition  in  which  the 
hidee  arriye,  it  has  not  been  thought 
necessary  to  impose  upon  hides  from 
China  and  America  a  restriction  which 
■erionsly  affects  many  branches  of 
trade,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  re- 
sorted to  except  in  case  of  actual  or  im- 
minent danger. 

ABBiT    (IRELAXD)  —  THE    AUXILIARY 

JTOBCES— THE  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL 

OF  THE  ANTRIM  MILITIA. 

Mb.  BIOGAB  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Is  it  a  fact  that  on 
the  29th  day  of  July  1879  the  follow- 
ing serious  charges  were  brought  against 
the  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  Antrim 
Artillery  Militia,  viz.  of  havinfl^,  during 
the  training  in  June  1879,  been  fre- 
quently intoxicated  and  disorderly;  if 
ao,  were  the  charges  inrestigated,  and,  if 
noty  for  what  reason,  as  the  person  who 
brought  the  charges  declared  he  was 
prepared  to  substantiate  them,  and,  if 
withdrawn,  whether  any  pressure  or  in- 
fluence was  brought  to  bear  to  induce 
the  person  to  do  so  ? 

CoLOKEL  STANLEY :  Sir,  in  my  re- 
ply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Cavan  on 
Thursday,  I  stated  that  we  had  at  the 
War  Office  no  trace  of  the  matter  to 
which  his  Question  referred,  but  that  I 
would  cause  inquiries  relative  to  it  to  be 
made.  That  I  haye  done.  On  that  day 
a  letter  was  addressed  to  the  General 
Commanding  in  Ireland,  calling  his  at- 
tention to  the  Notice  g^ven  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  forwarding  him  a  copy  of  it, 
and  asking  for  a  Report  on  the  state- 
ment. A  reply  has  been  received  from 
Sir  John  Michel,  Commanding  the 
Forces  in  Ireland.    Sir   John    Michel 


corroborates  the  statement  that  such  a 
charge  was  made  on  the  27th  August 
last.  It  was  made  by  a  gentleman  whose 
name  I  need  not  mention,  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  done  so.  On  Sep- 
tember 11th,  the  officer  commanding 
the  Antrim  Militia  Artillery  was  called 
upon  to  state  what  course  he  proposed  to 
take  in  order  to  refute  the  charges  so 
made.  He  replied  that  on  the  19th  of 
the  month  he  would  be  in  Dublin,  and 
requested  that  the  matter  might  be 
allowed  to  stand  over  till  then.  He 
came  to  Dublin,  and  had  one  or  more 
interviews  with  the  Assistant  Adjutant 
General.  Whilst  the  matter  was  still 
pending  and  the  pleadings  were  going 
on,  a  letter  was  received  from  the  gen- 
tleman who  made  the  charge,  in  which 
he  said — **  With  your  permission,  I  beg 
to  withdraw  the  charge  I  have  made." 
The  General  Officer  Commanding  in  Ire- 
land thereupon  let  the  matter  drop,  as 
he  had  no  prosecutor.  As  to  any  pres- 
sure brought  to  bear  to  induce  the  with- 
drawal of  the  charge,  Sir  John  Michel 
has  no  information.    That  is  all  I  know. 

SEED  POTATO  ACT  —  CASTLETOWN- 
BEKEHAVEN  UNION. 

Colonel  COLTHUEST  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  Whether 
any  representation  has  been  made  to  tho 
Local  Government  Board  relative  to  tho 
refusal  of  the  board  of  guardians  of 
Castletown-Berehavon  to  put  the  Seed 
Potato  Act  in  force ;  and,  if  so,  what 
steps  will  be  taken  by  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
visions of  tho  said  Act  ? 

Mk.  J.  LOWTUEIl :  Sir,  tho  Guar- 
dians of  Castletown -Berehaveu  and  of 
a  few  other  Unions  having  signified 
their  intention  of  not  putting  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Seeds  Act  in  force,  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  issued  an 
Order  requesting  them  to  carry  out  the 
Act,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  they 
have  complied  with  that  Order. 

RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS  (IRELAND)  — 
TUB  IRISH  CHURCH  TEMPORALI- 
TIES COMMISSIONERS. 

Mb.  GABBETT  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Excheciuer,  Whether  tlie  Irish 
Church  Temporalities  Comunssioners 
have  replied  to  the  Letter  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  12th  of  January  1880, 
referred  to  in  the  Papers  laid  upon  tho 
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Table,  containing  inquiries  as  to  the 
mode  of  providing  certain  funds  for  the 
relief  of  distress  from  the  Church  sur- 
plus ;  if  such  a  reply  has  been  given, 
whether  he  will  state  generally  its  nature ; 
whether  he  will  lay  the  documents  con- 
stituting it  upon  the  Table  ;  and,  whe- 
ther he  will  bring  in  and  explain  in 
detail  the  proposed  Bill  on  the  subject 
of  the  application  of  funds  from  the 
Church  surplus  to  the  relief  of  distress 
at  an  early  day,  so  as  to  give  ample 
time  for  the  consideration  and  discussion 
of  so  important  a  measure  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Sir,  there  is  an  answer  from 
the  Church  Temporalities  Commissioners 
relating  to  the  details  for  providing  the 
money ;  but  as  the  Chairman  of  the 
Commissioners  was  in  London  at  the 
time,  the  greater  portion  of  the  arrange- 
ments were  made  by  them  in  personal 
communication  with  him.  The  whole  of 
the  arrangements  have  been  covered  by 
the  clause  or  clauses  of  the  Relief  of  Dis- 
tress (Ireland)  Bill,  which  has  passed  this 
House,  and  which  empowers  the  Church 
Temporalities  Commissioners  to  advance 
£750,000  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act, 
and  also  to  borrow  an  equal  amount 
from  the  National  Debt  Commissioners. 
I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  lay  on  the 
Table  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  Church 
Surplus  Funds  generally,  and  I  shall 
then  make  a  statement  on  the  subject. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACTS  (GRAIN 

CARGOES). 

SiK  CHARLES  RUSSELL  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whe- 
ther ho  will  arrange  that  the  Committee 
on  Cargoes  in  Bulk  shall  report  to  the 
House  as  to  the  desirability  of  legi^a- 
tion  in  accordance  with  the  proposals  of 
the  honourable  Member  for  Derby,  for 
compelling  the  carriage  of  all  g^in  in 
bags,  as  soon  as  they  have  come  to  a 
conclusion  on  that  point,  so  as  to  enable 
legislation,  if  necessary,  to  take  place 
this  year  before  the  return  of  the  bad 
season ;  and,  whether  he  can  indicate 
the  special  points  on  which  the  Govern- 
ment desire  the  advice  of  the  Committee 
before  they  will  sanction  dealing  with 
the  honourable  Member  for  Derbv's 
BiU?  ^ 

Mr.  A.  F.  EGERTON :  Sir,  I  beg  to 
inform  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  that 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 

Mr.  QMett 


is  confined  to  his  house  through  illness ; 
and  as  I  am  the  only  other  Member  of  the 
Government  who  is  on  the  Committee, 
perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  answer  the 
Question.  I  understand  that  my  nobis 
Friend  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  suggested  some  days  ago  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Warwick  (Mr.  A. 
Peel),  who  will  probably  be  the  Chair- 
man of  this  Committee,  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  report  on  the  grain  ques- 
tion as  soon  as  they  were  able  to  come 
to  a  decision  upon  the  subject,  without 
waiting  to  decide  and  report  upon  the 
whole  matter  referred  to  them,  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Warwick  approved  his 
proposal.  The  leading  points  respecting 
grain  cargoes  upon  which  the  Qovera- 
ment  specially  desire  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee  are  these: — 1.  Whether  in- 
sisting upon  the  carriage  in  bags  of  all 
grain  on  shipboard  would,  as  some  veiy 
competent  judges  have  asserted,  increase 
instead  of  diminish  the  danger  to  human 
life  on  account  of  the  faulty  construction 
of  the  ships  which  during  the  last  three 
or  four  years  have  been  eng^aged  in  the 
^ain  trade.  2.  If  these  opinions  are 
incorrect,  and  if  the  restrictions  pro- 
posed upon  carrying  grain  in  bulk  appear 
in  themselves  desirable,  what  effect  they 
would  have  in  enhancing  the  price  of 
grain,  &c.,  as  bearing  upon  the  food 
supply  of  our  population  m>m  abroad; 
and,  3,  whether  such  restrictions  would 
transfer  the  grain  trade  from  British 
ships  to  the  hands  of  foreign  shipowners 
who  have  no  such  restrictions.  These 
are  the  leading  points  on  which  we  de- 
sire information  on  the  grain  cargo 
question  before  we  think  that  either  the 
Government  or  the  House  could  pro- 
perly entertain  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  I  see  no  reason  why  the  Oom- 
mittee  should  not  report  on  mese  points 
after  a  sitting  of  a  month  or  six  weeks, 
BO  that  leg^uation  could  without  diffi- 
culty take  place  on  this  one  point  before 
the  end  of  the  summer,  if  it  anould  prore 
to  be  desirable. 

BOILER  EXPLOSION,  QARNQAD  IRON- 
WORKS, OLASOOW. 

Mb.  ANDEBSON  asked  the  Secretaiy 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department,  Whe- 
ther, seeing  that  there  are  in  Scotland  no 
coroners'  inquests,  he  has  arranged  or 
would  arrange  for  an  inquiij  into  the 
causes  of  the  very  disastrous  ~ 


HUDimdMmof 


{Uarch  8,  1880)  Parliament — Explanation.   558 


in  Olaagow  last  Friday  night; 
ticnlarl  J  as  to  whether  the  boiler 
ion  was  insured,  and,  therefore, 
to  re^nilAi^  inspection  ? 
188HET0N  CEOSS,  in  reply, 
it  if  the  accident  had  happened 
md,  he  should  have  sent  someone 
attend  the  inquest  and  report 
ase  to  the  Home  Office ;  but  as 
1  Scotland,  he  would  put  himself 
lonication  with  the  Lord  Advo- 
the  subject. 

WSUB  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

ICIiABEN  asked  the  Secretary 
for  the  Home  Department,  What 
Her  Majesty's  Qt)Temment  in- 

0  pursue  with    reg^d    to    the 
Bin  for  Scotland  ? 
A88HET0N  CROSS,  in  reply, 
le  Census  Bills  for  England  and 

1  would  already  have  been  on 
de  but  for  a  desire  on  the  part 
h>Temment  to  make  the  Census 
I  for  the  whole  of  the  United 
•m.  In  a  week  or  so  he  would 
ly  be  able  to  give  further  infor- 
on  the  subject. 

ISSOLTJTION  OF  PARLLiMEXT. 

EXFLA17ATI0N. 

CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
:  Sir,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed 
noments  before  the  House  pro- 
)  Business.  It  would,  under  any 
itancee,  be  convenient  that,  as 
ia  approaching,  some  statement 
be  made  with  reference  to  the 
ements  for  the  Business  of  the 
But  there  is  a  larger  and  more 
ftnt  question  behind,  which  is  of 
t  not  only  to  the  House  but  to  the 
r  at  large.  I  apprehend  that  if 
mtlemen  were  to  go  down  into  the 
f  at  Easter  in  ignorance  of  the 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
igfod  to  the  Dissolution  of  Par- 
t  thev  would  pass  a  somewhat 
A  holiday,  and,  what  is  more  im- 
ty  a  certain  amount  of  uncertainty 
Dtequent  anxiety  would  prevail  in 
intij  which  might  prove  injurious 
is  and  inconvenient  in  public 
generally.  Therefore  I  am  de- 
on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
e  what  tne  views  of  the  Govern- 
ire  with  rog^i^  to  the  Dissolution 
rliament.    I*ir8t,  however,  I  wish 


to  point  out  that  it  has  not  been  in  our 
power  to  come  to  a  decision  upon  this 
subject  earlier  than  the  present  time. 
In  the  course  of  last  autumn  the  state 
of   Ireland    caused    no    inconsiderable 
amount  of  anxiety.    We  perceived  at  an 
early  period    the  probability,   as  time 
went  on,  of  our  being  called  upon  to  take 
measures  on  our  responsibility  as  a  Go- 
vernment to  prevent  or  to  alleviate  dis- 
tress in  that  country.     These  measures 
we  took  without  the  authority  or  sanction 
of  Parliament,  and  it  was  necessary  that 
Parliament  should  be  called  together  in 
order  to  consider  and  g^ve  its  sanction 
to  what  we  had  done,  and  also  to  de- 
liberate   upon    the    further    measures 
which  might  require  to  be  taken.     That 
has  been  the  Business  with  which  Par- 
liament   has    been    occupied    since  its 
assembling  in  February.     The  measures 
which  we  proposed  have  been  in  the 
main     adopted.       They     have     almost 
reached    their    last    stage    in    passing 
through  Parliament;  and  we  may,  there- 
fore,  consider  that  that   difficulty  and 
embarrassment  in  our  way  is  at  an  end. 
The  question  now  arises,  what  is  the 
most  convenient  time  for  Parliament  to 
be  dissolved  ?   There  are  obviously  three 
periods  in  every  Session  at  which  a  Dis- 
solution may  be  made — from  the  opening 
of  the  Session  till  Easter,  from  Easter 
till  Whitsuntide,  and  from  Whitsuntide 
till  the  close  of  the  Session  at  the  end  of 
July  or  the  beginning  of  August.  Well, 
it  is  unnecessary  that  I  should  delay  the 
House  by  pointing  out  how  very  much 
more  convenient  a  spring  Dissolution  is 
than  an  autumn  one,  especially  if  the 
autumn  Dissolution  in  any  way  inter- 
feres with  harvest  operations.      Well, 
then,  looking  at  the  periods  to  which  I 
have  referred,  as  between  Easter  and 
Whitsuntide  we  observe  this.     There  is 
a  great  deal  of  Business  which  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  get  through  within 
the  first  two  or  three  months  of  the  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  and  before  the  close 
of  the  financial  year.     That  generally 
occupies  the    pre-Easter  Session,    and 
with  that  Business  we  have  made  very 
considerable  progress ;  and  there  will  not 
be  any  difficulty  in  completing  it,  if  the 
House  so  pleases,  before  the  usual  time 
of  rising  for  the  Easter  Holidays.     Be- 
sides that  Business,  however,  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  matter  of  interest  and  im- 
portance.    There  are  measures  which 
nave  been  introduced,  and  which  it  is 
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desirable  that  Parliament  should  pro- 
ceed with,  which  it  could  not  expect  to 
finish  by  Whitsuntide,  and  which,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  we  were  to  dissolve  at 
Whitsuntide,  there  would  not  be  time 
to  take  up   after  Parliament  had  re- 
assembled.   In  these  circumstances,  and 
after  very  full  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion in  all  its  aspects,  we  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  most  convenient 
course  open  to  us  is  to  advise  Her  Ma- 
jesty to  dissolve  Parliament  at  Easter. 
The  eflPect  of  that  will  be  that  Parlia- 
ment can  meet  again  by  the  beginning 
of  May,  and  probably  the  new  House 
would  be  in  working  order  in  the  course 
of  the  first  week  in  May,  so  that  there 
will  be  three  months  available  before 
the  usual  period  of  prorogation  for  Par- 
liament to  consider  what  measures  it 
may  be  desired  to  pass.    But,  before  we 
come  to  the  time  at  which  we  dissolve, 
of  course  there  are  certain  things  that 
must  be  got  through,  and  they  can  only 
be  got  through  if  there  is  co-operation 
on  the  part  of  the  House  with  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.     We  are  now  in 
this  position — if  we  are  able  to-night  to 
pass  the  first  Vote  in  the  Navy  Estimates, 
we  shall  be  able  to-morrow  to  bring  in 
the  Continuance  Mutiny  Act  Bill,  and 
there  will  be  time  to  get  that  through 
before  Easter  arrives.     We  can  also,  I 
hope,  obtain  the  Vote  on  Account  which 
is  asked  for  for  the  Civil  Services ;  and  we 
shall  then  be  able  to  take  the  necessary 
measures  for  putting  the  Exchequer  in 
funds  to  carry  us  over  the  time  of  the 
Dissolution  of  Parliament.    A  Vote  has 
already  been  taken  to  meet  the  Exche- 
quer Bonds  falling  due  in  March ;  and 
other  financial  Votes  will,  of  course,  be 
proceeded  with.     But  there  is  one  im- 
portant subject  which  I  must  mention, 
and  that  is  the  Budget.     Now,  usually 
we   desire — it  is    most    convenient — to 
bring  in  the  Budget  after  the  close  of 
the  financial  year ;  but  Easter  falls  so 
early  that,  as  it  is,  of  course,  important 
before  we  think  of  going  to  the  country, 
before  we  dissolve  Parliament,  that  the 
financial  proposals  of  the  Government 
should  be  before  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try. I  propose  to  introduce  the  Budget  in 
the  usual  way  on  Thursday  next.   There 
wiU  be,  of  course,  several  stages  in  our 
financial  measures  which  will  follow ;  and 
in  one  of  these,  no  doubt,  an  opportu- 
nity will  be  ffiven  for  the  redemption  of 
a  pledge  which  I  gave  at  the  beginning 
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of  the  Session  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Hackney  (Mr.  Fawcett),  whom  I  am 
sorry  not  to  see  in  his  place,  with  regaid 
to  a  discussion  upon  the  Indian  question 
which  he  referred  to.  I  believe  there  is 
little  doubt  that  there  will  be  plenty  of 
time  to  get  through  that  amount  of  Busi- 
ness before  Easter.  Then,  there  are  two 
measures — I  need  not  refer  particularly 
to  those  measures  which  are  of  so  large 
a  character  that  they  must  be  laid  aside 
at  present,  though  we  hope  they  may  be 
taken  up  in  another  Parliament — but 
there  are  two  measures  upon  which  I 
ought  to  sav  a  word.  One  relates  to  the 
question  of  the  disposal  of  the  vacant 
seats.  It  is  now  perfectly  obvious  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  pass  that 
Bill,  and  that,  tnerefore,  it  would  only 
be  a  waste  of  time  to  introduce  it. 
With  regard,  however,  to  another  Bill 
— the  Parliamentary  Elections  and  Cor- 
rupt Practices  Bill  —  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  at  all  impossible  for  the 
House  to  deal  with  that  Bill,  and  also 
with  the  particular  question  to  which  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Chelsea 
(Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke)  called  attention 
the  other  night ;  I  mean  the  question  of 
the  conveyance  of  voters  in  boroughs. 
That  is  a  question  which  we  feel  ought 
not  to  be  left  in  the  uncertain  state  in 
which  it  is  at  present.  My  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General 
will,  in  the  course  of  this  evening,  move 
to  discharge  the  Order  for  the  second 
reading  of  that  Bill,  which  has  been 
fixed  for  a  day  too  late  to  enable  na  to 
proceed  with  it,  and  he  will  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  another  Bill  to-morrow, 
and  to  put  it  on  the  Paper  so  that  it  can 
be  discussed  in  the  course  of  this  week. 
I  have  stated  to  the  House,  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  what  the  views  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  obtain  that  assistance  without 
which  it  will  be  impossible  to  carry 
through  our  Business.  I  do  not  wish  to 
make  any  unreasonable  requests  ;  but  I 
hope  we  shall  be  allowed  to  take  a  con- 
siderable share  of  the  time  that  remains 
for  Government  Business.  To-morrow 
I  will  submit  a  Motion  on  the  subject ; 
but  I  do  not,  at  the  present  moment,  do 
more  than  indicate  that  intention.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  the  House  for  the  way  in 
which  it  has  listened  to  my  statement. 

Me.  W.  E.  FORSTEE  :  With  regard 
to  the  announcement  which  has  just 
been  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
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oner,  I  can  only  say  that  I  heard 
tn  great  satisfaction  —  a  satis- 
I  which,  I  belieTe,  will  be  felt 
lUy  by  Members  on  this  side  of 
lonse.  I  have  only  to  ask  just 
aestion,  and  that  is,  Whether  the 
Qment  can  inform  us  for  what 
th^  intend  to  take  Votes  on  Ac- 
P  I  think  I  may  state  that  there 
)  a  general  feeling  on  this  side  of 
DOse,  and  doubtless  on  the  other, 
dperate  with  the  Govomment  in 
r  through  the  necessary  Business. 
;  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
i :  Three  months. 

CHAELES  W.  DILKE:  The 
ion.  Gentleman  did  not  remember 
ry  important  measure  which  has 
ntroduced  by  the  Government — I 

the  Water  Bill.  Some  people 
1  to  think  that  that  Bill  was  the 
t  on  which  the  Government  were 
to  dissolve;  and,  therefore,  it  would 
irable  to  Imow  what  is  to  be  done 
;? 

A88HET0N  CROSS :  The  hon. 
et  must  know  perfectly  well  that 
d  the  other  night  that  as,  far  as 
urgain  with  the  water  Companies 
Qoemed,  it  never  was  the  intention 
>  (Government,   in   any  form    or 

to  force  any  bargain  upon  the 

The  only  proposition  which  the 

iment  has  ever  made  in  regard  to 

(tter  is  this — that  a  measure  should 

reduced  into  the  House  and  go 

a  Committee;  and  if  the  Com- 

or  the  House  thought  the  bargain 

not  be  a  beneficial  one  there 
then,  of  course,  be  an  end  to  it. 
was  no  intention  on  the  part  of 
»vemment  to  force  any  proposition 
rliament.  The  new  Parliament 
t  meet  until  the  beginning  of  May, 
ere  will  be  plenty  of  time  to  con- 
be  matter  fully  in  the  meantime. 

JULIAN  GOLDSMID:  I  sup- 
he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
indered  the  question  with  regard 
nate  Bills  which  have  been  intro- 
*  Some  of  the  parties  to  those 
ill  have  been  put  to  considerable 
\  and  expense. 
CHANCELLOR  of  theEXCHE- 

:  It  is  a  common  practice,  when- 
me  IB  a  spring  Dissolution,  to  pass 
iding  Order  which  puts  Private 
;  the  beginning  of  a  new  Parlia- 
n  the  same  position  which  they 
id  in  the  old  one 


Mr.  DILLWYN  :  I  do  not  know  that 
it  would  be  asking  too  much,  if  I  were 
to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whether  ho  can  inform  us  on  what  day 
the  Dissolution  is  likely  to  take  place? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER: I  mentioned  the  other  day 
Tuesday,  the  23rd  instant,  as  the  day  on 
which  I  hoped  the  House  would  be  able 
to  rise ;  and  I  see,  at  present,  no  reason 
for  altering  that  expectation. 

Sir  henry  JAMES  asked  whether, 
after  the  announcement  which  had  just 
been  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, the  Committees  on  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Bill  and  the  Criminal  Code  Bill 
would  continue  their  Sittings? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
John  Holker):  With  regard  to  the 
Bankruptcy  Bill,  I  hope  the  Committee 
will  be  able  to  finish  their  labours  before 
Easter,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  do  so.  As  to  the  Criminfd 
Code  Bill,  I  think  it  wotdd  be  quite  use- 
less for  the  Committee  to  go  on  any 
longer  with  it. 

ORDERS     OF    THE    DAY. 


SUPPLY— committee. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair.'' 

NAVY— THE  STATE  OF  THE  NAVY. 

BES0LT7TI0N. 

Captaix  PIM  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to 
call  attention  to  the  state  of  the  Navy, 
and  I  ask  the  attention  of  hon.  Members, 
as  the  subject  is  one  of  the  deepest  im- 
portance ;  indeed,  this  House  has  placed 
on  record  how  thoroughly  it  understands 
the  value  of  the  Navy  to  the  nation,  in 
the  Preamble  to  the  Naval  Discipline 
Act,  29  &  30  Vict.  c.  109,  where  it  is 
clearly  laid  down  that  upon  the  Navy 
depends  the  wealth,  the  safety,  and  the 
strength  of  the  Kingdom. 

If  that  be  so,  surely  the  time  has  ar- 
rived when  a  thorough  exposure  of  the 
real  state  of  the  Service  upon  which  the 
safety,  nay,  the  very  life,  of  the  British 
Empire  depends  should  be  made. 

I  suppose  hon.  Members  will  agree 
that  the  Navy  of  England  should  be 
strong  enough  to  overcome  any  probable 
combmation  of  Fleets  which  might  be 
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brought  against  her,  and  to  clear  the 
ocean,  and  keep  it  clear,  of  the  armed 
vessels  of  any  enemy  in  the  world,  be- 
sides defending  our  Colonies  and  coal 
depots,  which  means,  at  the  very  least, 
some  20  strategical  points.  I  suppose 
hon.  Members  will  also  agree  that  this 
can  only  be  done  by  real  men-of-war,  by 
which  I  mean  vessels  capable  of  at  least 
performing  like  services  to  those  carried 
out  by  our  forefathers,  who,  with  a  Navy 
Estimate  of  £5,000,000,  and  a  popula- 
tion of  13,000,000,  did  that  which  we 
now  cannot  do  with  a  population  of 
33,000,000,  and  a  Navy  Estimate  of 
£10,000,000. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
neither  in  number  nor  in  character  does 
the  so-called  Navy  of  this  country  fulfil 
the  wants  of  the  Empire.  But  hon. 
Members  may  say — **  Prove  this."  I 
will  do  BO,  and  show  the  evils  which 
beset  the  Service  and  prevent  that  effi- 
ciency without  which  any  Navy  is  practi- 
cally useless.  For  the  sake  of  convenience, 
I  propose  to  treat  the  subject  under  the 
following  heads : — 1,  Administration;  2, 
Personnel;  3,  Materiel;  4,  Beserves. 

1 .  First  and  foremost,  I  hold  the  Ad- 
miralty administration  to  be  in  fault ; 
but  I  do  not  propose  to  travel  over  the 
old  ground,  and  repeat  the  censure  and 
satire  which  has  been  justly  levelled  at 
the  Admiralty  in  this  House  and  outside 
for,  say,  the  last  25  years. 

What  I  shall  endeavour  to  show  is 
that  the  Admiralty  is  quite  unable  to 
manage  even  itself;  and,  therefore,  it  is 
hopeless  to  expect  it  to  control  and  make 
efficient  such  a  Service  as  the  Boval 
Navy,  and  hence  its  present  degraded 
position. 

During  the  last  15  years.  Admiralty 
re-organization  has  been  a  favourite 
amusement  with  First  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Pontefract  tried  his  hand, 
then  the  junior  Member  for  the  City  of 
London,  and  now  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Westminster  is  taking 
his  turn.  The  result  of  all  this  may  be 
stated  in  a  very  few  words,  and  will 
show,  I  think,  the  mal-administration  of 
the  Admiralty  very  clearly. 

I  find  in  the  Navy  Estimates  for 
1 855-6,  before  the  present  rage  for  re- 
organization began,  that  the  Vote  for 
Civil  Pensions  and  Allowances  amounted 
to  £149,558  ;  but  in  the  Navy  Estimates 
for  this  year— 1880-1— I  find  that  this 
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sum  is  more  than  doubled,  and  reachei 
the  enormous  total  of  £322,428. 

These  are  the  figures  for  the  inteml 
—1855-6,  £149,558;  1865-6,  £208,03^ 
—increase  of  £73,669;  1875-6,  £284,529 
—increase  of  £76,496;  1880-1,  £322,428 
— say,  five  years  only — ^increase,  £37,899. 

Hon.  Members  may  suppose  that  this 
enormous  increase  has  caused  a  corre- 
sponding reduction  in  Vote  3  for  the 
Admiralty  Office;  but  this  is  not  the 
case,  for  I  find  that  Vote  in  1855-6, 
£140,469;  in  1865-6,  £175,605;  in 
1875-6,  £183,915  ;  and  in  1880-1, 
£179,485. 

This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  con- 
sidering that  the  clerical  staff  has  in- 
creased from  some  70  before  re-ornnia- 
tion  in  1835,  to  432  in  1869,  and  ii,  I 
believe,  now  not  far  off  600.  In  a  Be- 
turn  presented  March,  1879,  I  find  the 
increase  in  the  Admiralty  Staff  no  lees 
than  65  in  one  year. 

These  facts  alone  ought  to  open  the 
eyes  of  hon.  Members  to  the  value  of 
Admiralty  re-organization;  bat  it  k 
right  that  the  House  should  have  some 
particulars  of  how  re-ornnization  is 
carried  on  at  the  Adminuty.  I  pro- 
mised Mr.  Speaker  that  I  would  not 
travel  over  old  ground.  I  wUl,  tiieie- 
f  ore,  only  describe  the  modus  operandi  in 
cases  which  will  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  House. 

Take  the  present  Accountant  Oenenl 
of  the  Navy  as  an  example  of  Admiralty 
administration.  It  will  be  in  the  recol- 
lection of  the  House  that,  during  the 
Session  of  1878,  I  had  the  following 
Notice  of  Motion  on  the  Paper : — 

*'  To  call  attention  to  the  appointment  d  Mr. 
li.  Q.  Hamilton  as  Accountant  Qenend  of  the 
Navy  ;  and  to  move,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
HouBe,  the  appointment  of  a  gentleman  a«  the 
head  of  a  Department  with  which  he  haa  not 
previously  been  connected,  and  without  any 
experience  of  its  working,  and  orer  the  heads  a 
tried  and  competent  servants  of  the  Crown,  ii 
unjust,  and  has  a  tendency  to  seriously  weakea 
the  Public  Service." 

Now,  what  are  the  facts  about  Mr.  B. 
G.  Hamilton's  appointment?  Does  the 
House  suppose  that  this  gentlemaa  had 
any  special  qualifications  for  the  post 
I  will  give  hon.  Members  some  ideM  on 
that  point. 

Mr.  Hamilton  was  one  of  three— him- 
self, Mr.  Lingen,  and  Mr.  Swainson, 
presided  over  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
J  unior  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Sir  Massej 
Lopes),  appointed  as  a  Committee  to 
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orgmnisethe  Admiralty  Department.  Mr. 
B.  Q.  Hamilton  was  brought  from  the 
Education  Department  to  fill  the  post  of 
Financial  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  person 
in  the  fioard  of  Trade  capable  of  carry- 
ing out  the  duties.  At  the  time  of  Mr. 
Hamilton's  appointment  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  a  Mr.  otoneham  was  Ohief  Clerk 
in  the  Finance  Department,  and  in  order 
to  satisfy  the  latter  for  being  passed  over 
he  was  made  Registrar  General  of  Sea- 
men. 

Mr.  Btoneham,  who,  as  Bogistrar 
Oeneral  of  Seamen,  had  been  employed 
for  some  years  in  work  quite  foreign  to 
that  of  accounts,  has  now  been  brought 
back  to  fill  Mr.  Hamilton's  place  at  the 
Board  of  Trade  as  Financial  Secretary, 
although,  at  the  time  of  the  latter' s  ap- 
pointment, he  was  not  thought  worthy  of 
the  post. 

During  the  time  Mr.  Hamilton  was 
at  the  Board  of  Trade  he  was  engaged 
on  different  Oommittees  a  greater  part 
of  the  time,  the  work  of  his  Department 
being  carried  out  by  his  subordinates, 
and  such  seems  to  be  the  case  even  now 
in  his  new  appointment ;  for  I  find  that, 
at  the  present  moment,  he  is  on  a  Com- 
mittee mstead  of  attending  to  the  duties 
of  his  Department. 

Take  another  case,  that  of  Mr.  Howsell. 
He  was  taken  from  the  position  of  a  third 
class  clerk,  and,  notwithstanding  his  long 
and  repeated  absences  from  ill-health, 
and  in  spite  of  the  regulations  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Pontefract,  was  made  Director  of  Con- 
tracts by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Montrose ;  but,  in  the  Navy  EKtimatoH 
now  before  the  House,  I  find  this  gentle- 
man retired  on  a  pension  of  £600  a-year, 
although  at  this  moment  he  is  employed 
in  Eg]^  at  a  salary  of  £8,000. 

Here  is  another  case,  that  of  the  Pri- 
Tate  Secretary — a  Tory  good  man  indeed 
—of  the  hon.  Member  for  Lincoln,  who 
has  done  so  much,  as  the  House  knows, 
to  expose  Admiralty  mismanagement. 
This  ffentleman  was  pitchforked  into  the 
Admiralty  over  the  heads  of  men  cer- 
tainly as  good  as  himself,  and  is  now, 
after  a  rery  few  years'  service,  say  as  long 
as  Mr.  Bowsell's,  about  to  be  retired  on  a 
amilar  pension. 

But,  perhaps,   the  most  curious  in- 
rtanoe  of  Admiralty  re-organization   is 

that  of   another  member  of   the  Eo- 

organization  Committee — ^Mr.  Swainson. 


I  see,  by  comparing  the  Navy  List  with 
the  Navy  Estimates  for  the  year,  that 
the  Chief  Clerk  and  all  the  principal 
clerks  senior  to  Mr.  Swainson  liave  had 
to  retire,  and  that  Mr.  Swainson  has 
advised,  in  point  of  fact,  the  placing  of 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  Civil  Depart- 
ment of  the  Admiralty,  and,  accord- 
ingly, he  figures  under  the  new,  and 
I  venture  to  think  useless,  title  of  As- 
sistant Secretary;  for  we  have  a  First 
Secretary,  a  Naval  Secretary,  a  Pri- 
vate Secretary,  and  now  an  Assistant 
Secretary. 

I  hope  I  have  said  quite  enough  to 
prove  to  the  House  the  wretched  system 
into  which  the  Admiralty  has  fallen ;  and 
I  ask  how  is  it  possible,  while  such  a 
state  of  affairs  is  allowed  to  exist,  to  ex- 
pect an  efficient  Navy  ? 

The  House  will  see  that,  what  with 
the  £322,000  Civil  pensions  under  the 
Admiralty,  and  £645,000  Eetired  and 
Reserved  Pay  for  officers  obliged  to 
leave  the  Service,  whether  they  liked  it 
or  not,  the  Navy  Estimates  are  saddled 
with  a  sum  of  £967,000,  or  nearly 
£1,000,000  of  dead  money,  one-tenth  of 
the  entire  Estimates  thrown  away  upon 
what  the  authors  are  pleased  to  call ''  re- 
organization." 

The  provoking  part  of  the  matter  is 
this — that  nothing  is  easier  than  to  re- 
organize the  Admiralty,  and  that  with- 
out any  additional  cost.  The  United 
States  Navy  is  administered,  I  venture 
to  think,  at  least  as  well  as  that  of  Eng- 
land; and  yet  the  Staff,  consisting  of 
clerks,  draughtsman,  and  messengers, 
only  amounts  to  72  ;  but  then  let  mo 
only  take  one  instance  of  the  manner  iu 
which  their  busincfrs  is  transacted.  The 
Secretary  of  the  American  Navy  lays 
before  Congress  an  exhaustive  Report — 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand — of  the  con- 
dition and  movements  of  the  Service 
over  which  he  presides.  I  informed  my 
right  hon.  Friend  directly  the  House  met 
of  this  fact,  and,  in  the  fonn  of  a  Ques- 
tion, begged  him  to  lay  a  similar  docu- 
ment before  this  House,  instead  of  a 
ponderous  mass  of  figures,  which  only 
tend  to  mislead,  and  which  have  misled 
this  House  for  years. 

I  could  say  a  great  deal  more  on  the 
point  of  Admiralty  administration ;  but 
it  must  already  be  clear  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers, from  even  the  brief  statement  of 
facts  I  have  made,  that  the  nation  does 
not  possess  competent  Admiralty  officials. 
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Let  mo  just  recall  to  the  memory  of  the 
House  the  facts  I  liave  stated — namely, 
that  since  re-organization  has  been  the 
fashion  the  Civil  Service  pensions  have 
more  than  doubled  —  namely,  from 
£149,558  to  £322,428;  and  Vote  3  for 
Admiralty  Offices  has  increased  in  20 
years  from  £140,469  to  £179,485  ;  and 
that  the  Staff  of  the  Admiralty  has 
grown  from  70  to  600.  To  reconcile 
such  a  state  of  affairs  with  efficiency  is 
impossible;  and  for  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  claim 
a  saving  is  absurd,  in  face  of  the  fact 
that  Admiralty  Office  Expenditure  has 
risen  from  £290,027  to  £501,913  at  the 
present  moment. 

2.  I  now  come  to  the  personnel  of  the 
Navy,  and  I  hold  that  the  officers  and 
men  are  in  quite  as  unsatisfactory  a 
condition  as  the  Admiralty  itself. 

Let  us  take,  for  example,  the  Naval 
Cadets.  They  are  educated  on  board 
the  Britannia  (as  the  House  knows  by 
a  Betum  I  obtained  on  the  matter),  at  a 
cost  of  about  £300  per  annum  for  each 
young  gentleman.  But  have  the  officers 
educated  at  this  enormous  outlay  proved 
as  efficient  and  useful  as  those  who  came 
from  the  Eoyal  Naval  School  at  no  ex- 
pense whatever  to  the  country?  Some  of 
the  brightest  ornaments  in  the  Navy  were 
educated  at  that  school ;  and  those  who 
remain,  whether  on  the  active  list,  or  the 
retired  list,  are  men  who  would  be  a 
credit  to  any  country.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  since  the  Britannia  has  been  the 
training  school  for  the  officers  of  the 
Navy  die  courts-martial  have  been  more 
in  number  than  was  ever  heard  of  be- 
fore. Drunkenness  has  been  seriously 
on  the  increase ;  and  the  number  of  young 
gentlemen  who  have  been  unable  to  pass 
the  examination,  who  have  left  the  Ser- 
vice, or  who  have  been  turned  out  with 
disgrace,  has  assumed  alarming  pro- 
portions. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  how  the 
other  ranks  of  the  Service  suffer  in  con- 
sequence. Not  a  single  class  in  the 
Navy,  as  I  pointed  out  to  the  House 
some  years  ago — and  this  is  still  the 
case — is  contented,  and,  consequently, 
really  efficient. 

I  will  not  weary  the  House  by  quoting 
from  the  printed  *'  causes  of  discontent " 
which  I  possess  in  support  of  my  asser- 
tion ;  but  I  can  assure  the  House  that 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  proving  my 
words. 
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With  reg^ard  to  the  seamen,  the  case  is 
even  worse.  The  system  of  short  ser- 
vice is  a  delusion.  It  is  very  difficoh 
indeed,  in  consequence  of  ''  abort  ser- 
vice," to  find  petty  officers  of  suffident 
age  and  experience  to  command  the 
men,  and  without  such  petty  officers 
it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  l^e  results 
in  the  day  of  trial.  How  can  it  be 
expected  of  a  parcel  of  young  men, 
mere  boys  as  the  seamen  of  the  present 
day  are,  that  they  should  look  up  to 
and  follow  with  pride  and  confidence 
men  of  very  nearly  their  own  age  who 
have  had  but  little  more  experience 
than  they  themselves  have  had.  A  sea- 
man after  10  years'  service  is  only  28  ; 
and,  of  course,  if  he  can  see  his  way  to 
better  himself,  he  will  not  stay  a  daj 
longer  in  the  Navy.  But  although  this 
evil  is  very  great  the  want  of  discipline 
in  the  Service  is  even  worse ;  for  I  find 
by  the  last  Hetum  to  this  honourable 
House,  No.  114,  24th  March,  1879,  thit 
the  amount  of  summary  punishments  ia 
one  year — 1877 — reaches  the  enormous 
total  of  upwards  of  60,900. 

In  fact,  it  would  be  vexy  difficult  in- 
deed to  exaggerate  the  g^vity  of  the 
situation  so  far  as  the  persannil  is  con- 
cerned. 

Why  continue  the  heavy  and  most 
unsatisfactory  expense  of  the  Brittmmii, 
when  by  a  mere  scratch  of  the  pen  it 
would  be  so  easy  to  obtain  any  required 
number  of  Naval  Cadets  throuffh  the 
portals  of  the  Hoyal  Naval  School,  with- 
out the  cost  of  a  shilling  to  the  State  ? 

The  very  best  officers  in  the  Service 
are  on  the  Retired  List.  It  will  hardly 
be  credited ;  but  these  officers  actually 
number  no  less  than  2,400,  requiring  a 
sum  of  £644,628  in  the  present  £ti- 
mates,  leaving,  with  the  Civil  pensions, 
nearly  £1,000,000  of  dead  money  to 
provide  annually,  for  no  earthly  reason 
that  I  can  discover,  while  a  deadly  blow 
has  been  struck  at  the  efficiency,  the 
zeal,  and  the  discipline  of  the  Service. 

3.  Now,  in  respect  to  the  matMel  of  the 
Navy.  Our  war  ships,  it  is  quite  dear, 
should  be  thoroughly  efficient,  and  in 
every  respect  competent  and  sufficient  in 
number  to  perform  the  duty  of  meeting 
and  defeating  any  probable  combination 
of  Fleets  which  could  be  brought  against 
us ;  of  blockading  an  enemy's  coast ;  of 
clearing  the  ocean  of  enemies'  cruisers, 
and  keeping  it  clear  of  them ;  of  convoy- 
ing  our  merchant  ships ;  and  of  defend- 
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ing  atxt  Oolonies  and  ooaling  stations, 
which  means,  at  the  rery  least,  some  20 
strategical  points,  as  I  said  at  the  com- 
mencement of  mj  speech. 

With  regard  to  the  number  of  our 
Teasels  of  war,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
onr  ships,  so  far  as  number  is  concerned, 
are  quite  unable  to  meet  and  defeat  any 
probable  combination  against  us,  and 
for  this  very  simple  reason — that  the 
French  alone,  for  war  purposes,  possess 
a  Nayy  superior  to  ours,  not  only  in  the 
nature  and  strength  of  their  ships,  but 
in  the  better  quality  and  discipline  of 
their  seamen,  to  say  nothing  of  their 
enormous  Besenre  of  real  seamen  ready 
to  fill  up  the  gaps  on  the  shortest 
notice. 

Then,  with  respect  to  blockading  an 
enemy's  coast.  Our  iron-clads,  which 
could  be  detailed  for  that  service,  are 
utterly  and  totally  unfit  for  any  such 
work.  I  do  not  say  this  on  my  own 
authority  alone,  but  on  that  of  the  most 
distinffoished  Admirals  in  the  Service, 
who  nare  practically  experienced  the 
worthlessness  of  these  so-called  men-of- 
war.  To  make  this  perfectly  clear,  I 
willy  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
quote  the  recorded  statement  of  a  late 
senior  Sea  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  Sir 
Sidney  Dacres,  who  also  had  command 
of  the  Channel  Fleet—''  That  he  did  not 
think  they — the  iron-clads — could  cruise 
in  oompany  with  safety."  Also  that  of 
Admiral  Sir  Thomas  Symonds,  one  of 
our  most  distinguished  and  experienced 
oiRcerB,  lately  in  command  of  an  iron- 
dad  Fleet—''  That  they— the  iron-clads 
— are  unable  to  save  themselves  under 
the  commonest  circumstances."  And 
that  of  Admiral  of  the  Fleet,  Sir  George 
Sartorius — 

"  That  onr  iron-clad  ships  of  war  aro  equally 
imfit  for  the  ezig^cics  of  coaflt  or  distant  war- 
fue,  and  for  the  blockading  of  an  enemy's  ports 
impracticable/' 

While  Lord  Clarence  Paget,  who  a  few 
years  ago  commanded  the  Mediterranean 
Fleet,   was    equally    uncomplimentary. 
Besides  these  distinguished  authorities, 
there  is  a  general  consensus  of  opinion 
ftmongst  naval  officers  as  to  these  ves- 
sels; indeed,  it  is  impossible  to  speak 
with  too  much  contempt  of  the  whole  of 
them.     It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  House  that  I  repeatedly  endeavoured 
tr>  call  its  attention  to  tho  true  naturu 
of  these  vessels.       This  is    a    ^lotion 
which  I  was  most  anxious  to  discuss 


as  early  in  the  present  Parliament  as 
1875— 

Navj'  (Construction  of  VcsselsJ,  Select  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  particulars  of  the  de- 
sign, construction,  cost,  seaworthy,  and  other 
Qualities,  as  well  aa  the  present  state  and  con- 
dition of  tho  following  ships  and  vessels  de- 
signed hv  the  late  Chief  Constructor  of  tho 
Navy,  ^fr.  E.  J.  Reed,  C.B.,  M.P. :— Unar- 
moured  Vessels — Amazon  (foundered) ;  ITiobe, 
Vettaif  Blanche^  Nymph,  Daphne,  Dryad,  Min- 
strel, Cherub,  Helicon  (P.W.),  Otbome  (P.W.), 
Inconstant,  Thetis,  Bhzcr,  Comet,  Scourge,  Snake, 
Vigilant  (P.W.),  Lively  (P.W.),  Shah,  Plucky, 
Woodlark,  Vulture,  Bittern,  Druid,  Briton, 
Tencdos,  Dido,  Thalia,  Active,  Volage,  Raleigh. 
Armoured  Vessels : — Pallas,  Favourite,  Research, 
Enttrprise,  Water  witch.  Vixen,  Viper,  Audacious, 
Invincible,  Vanguard  (foundered).  Iron  Duke, 
Triumph^  Siciftsure,  J'epulse,  Sultan,  Monarch, 
Hercules,  Bellerophon,  Penelope,  Lord  Clyde,  Lord 
Warden,  Glutton,  Hotspur,  Rupert,  Cyclops, 
Hecate,  Hydra,  Gorgon,  Thunderer,  Fury,  De- 
vastation. Transports :  —  Euphrates,  Serapis, 
Jumna,  Malabar,  Crocodile. 

A  total  of  no  less  than  68  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's ships.  One  fact  alone  is  suffi- 
cient to  condemn  the  majority  of  these 
ships,  and  that  is  that  they  are  heavily 
ballasted.  Fancy  ballasting  an  iron-clad 
steamship !  Why,  the  veriest  tyro  in 
naval  architecture  would  be  ashamed  of 
such  a  proceeding;  but  I  am  bound  to 
say  that  the  ballast  was  only  put  on 
board  when  it  was  found  that  the  ships 
alluded  to  would  not  stand  upon  their 
legs  without  it — that  is  to  say,  not  until 
after  they  were  designed,  built,  launched, 
and  on  their  trial  trip,  and  the  fear 
arose  that  without  ballast  they  wotdd 
capsize  on  the  smallest  provocation,  or 
even  without  any  provocation  at  all. 

I  will  not  weary  the  House  with  fur- 
ther details  respecting  the  disgraceful 
nature  of  our  armoured  ships ;  but  it  is 
perfectly  clear  that  they  are  quite  unfit 
for  blockading  purposes. 

With  respect  to  clearing  the  ocean  of 
enemies'  ships,  and  keeping  it  clear,  I 
must  confess  with  shame  and  sorrow  that 
I  know  of  none  of  Her  Majesty's  ships 
capable  of  performing  this  duty.  The 
very  first  vessel  on  tlie  Motion  to  which  I 
have  just  alluded  with  tho  ominous  word 
foundered  after  her  name — tho  Amazon 
— was  designed  and  built,  as  announced 
by  Lord  Clarence  Paget,  when  Secretary 
to  tho  Admiralty,  as  an  **  improved  Ala- 
hnmaJ*^  Mr.  Speaker,  wliat  was  her 
faU>  ?  Sln»  camo  in  collision  with  an 
Irisli  pig  boat  in  tho  chops  of  thti  Chan- 
nel, her  bteni,  or  rather  ram,  fell  oil" — 
actually  fell  off — and  she  foundered, 
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barely  giving  her  crew  time  to  save 
themselves  in  their  boats. 

Then,  again,  take  the  ease  of  the 
Thetis,  about  which  I  questioned  the  late 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  who  told 
this  House,  with  so  much  truth,  in  his 
first  speech  in  1874,  that  we  had  only  a 
**  paper  Fleet."  Her  Majesty' s  ship T^^m, 
supposed  to  be  one  of  the  finest  corvettes 
in  the  Service — her  name  will  be  found 
on  the  list  I  have  just  called  attention  to- 
had  the  misfortune  to  break  down  her 
machinery  a  few  hundred  miles  to  lee- 
ward of  Malta ;  the  crew  were  at  once 
placed  upon  short  provisions,  and  the 
vessel  gallantly  attempted  to  beat  up  for 
Malta  ;  but,  happily  for  the  men,  the 
Devastation  picked  her  up,  and  towed  her 
into  that  port.  What  our  forefathers 
would  have  thought  of  this,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  leave  this  House  to  guess.  But  it  is 
quite  clear  the  Thetis  class  of  vessel, 
of  which  there  are  a  good  many,  I  grieve 
to  say,  could  not  dear  the  ocean  of 
enemy's  cruisers,  much  less  keep  it  clear. 

To  take  one  more  instance,  and  I  have 
done — the  Volage.  Perhaps  the  House 
will  permit  me  to  quote  from  the  Beport 
of  the  captain  of  that  ship  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, as  follows : — 

''  At  the  Cape  we  had  taken  on  board  four 
bullocks  and  100  sheep.  Owing  to  the  immense 
quantities  of  water  shipped  overthe  lee  nettings, 
on  the  6th  and  6th,  thr^  bullocks  and  30  sheep 
were  drowned  or  died  from  the  cold  and  injuries 
received.  AU  the  poop  cabins  were  deeply 
flooded,  and  on  several  occasions  the  depth  of 
water  on  the  lee  side  of  the  quarter  decK  was 
such  as  to  cover  the  guns,  and  two  men  were 
carried  o£f  their  legs,  washed  over  the  ^^ins,  and 
nearly  over  the  netting.  The  freeing  ports 
under  the  gun  ports  relieved  the  ship  very  soon 
of  the  water ;  without  them  such  an  immense 
weight  of  water  accumulating  each  roll,  and 
rushing  from  side  to  side,  would  have  been  most 
serious.  As  neither  I  nor  any  officer  in  this 
ship  had  seen  a  vessel  ship  water  in  this  way, 
perhaps  you  may  think  fit  to  draw  their  Lord- 
ships' attention  to  it." 

Why,  Sir,  the  little  merchant  vessel 
Supply y  which  was  with  her  on  that  oc- 
casion, could  with  ease  have  sunk  her 
with  an  old  32-pounder. 

In  respect  to  convoying  our  merchant 
ships,  I  confess  my  utter  ignorance  as  to 
what  ships  on  the  Navy  List  the  Admi- 
ralty would  employ  for  this  purpose. 
Two  ships,  the  iV(?/«o»  and thoiVbrM(im/7/an, 
have  been  ostentatiously  put  forward  as 
capable  of  performing  this  work.  But, 
Sir,  I  am  sadly  misinformed,  if  either  of 
those  ships,  at  full  speed,  carries  more 

Captain  Pirn 


than  three  days'  ooal.  Under  sail— for 
they  are  fitted  with  fUll  sail  power— I 
venture  to  think  that  both  ships  would 
be  simply  useless,  and  for  this  reason— 
they  have  been  fitted  with  twin  screws, 
which,  I  need  hardly  say,  would  act  as 
such  a  drag  in  the  water  that  it  would 
t€ike  half  a  gale  of  wind  even  to  movs 
these  vessels ;  when,  if  they  were  attacked 
by  a  properly  armed  g^unboat,  and  thsf 
happenea  to  be  rolling  in  a  seaway,  ss 
these  ships  know  how  to  roll,  their  cap- 
ture or  destruction  would  be  inevitabb. 
I  can  only  say  that  I  would  give  a  very 
great  deal  for  the  chance  of  attacking 
either  of  these  vessels,  with  even  such  a 
gunboat,  say,  of  the  Algerine  class,  as 
we  had,  25  years  ago,  in  the  China  War. 
In  respect  to  defending  our  Colonies 
and  coaling  stations,  I  suppose  no  one 
will  deny  the  absolute  importance  of 
doing  this  efficiently  and  waU ;  our  Co- 
lonies must  be  defended,  and  we  must 
have  ooal.  I  will  not  trouble  the  House 
with  a  long  list  of  our  Colonies  and 
coaling  stations,  but  simply  say  thit 
there  are  at  least  20  strategicied  points  of 
vital  importance  to  the  nation  which 
must  be  defended.  Eaoh  of  these  ooj^ 
at  least  to  have  one  iron-dad  there,  nntil 
placed  in  a  proper  state  of  defence. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  is,  I  see,  com- 
mencing this  work,  by  ordering  the 
Wyvern  to  Hong  Elong.  I  have  no  fear 
that  this  ship  will  arrive  safely  at  her 
destination,  because  she  was  not  desiffned 
at  the  Admiralty;  although  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  done  his  best  to  insure  her 
going  to  the  bottom  by  entertaining  the 
proposal,  for  one  moment,  of  taking  out 
torpedo  boats  on  her  upper  deck.  I 
should  like  to  know  who  was  the  sapient 

fentleman  who  made  this  proposition? 
hope  I  have  made  it  dear  to  hon.  llem- 
bers  that  the  state  of  the  Navy  is  simply 
disgraceful.  We  were  told  in  1S74  thit 
we  only  possessed  a  Fleet  on  paper.  I 
tell  this  House  now,  most  solemnly,  that 
the  state  and  condition  of  Her  Majesty's 
Navy  is  not  a  bit  better  at  this  moment 
There  is  not  a  single  vessd  in  the  Ser- 
vice really  fit  for  tne  purpose  for  which 
she  was  designed.  They  are  wonderfully 
and  fearfully  made  by  narrow-minded, 
incompetent  officials,  unequal  to  their 
work,  and  without  any  sense  of  the 
gravity  of  the  situation.  This  is  the 
more  provoking,  when  it  is  considered 
how  easy  it  would  be  to  make  our  coun- 
try once  more  the  ''Mistress  of  the  Seas*' 
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byihe  addition  of  real  gun-vessels  such  as 
I  have  deacribed,  and  drawings  of  which 
I  have  had  suspended  in  the  Tea  Eoom 
for  a  whole  Session,  100  of  which  could 
be  built  in  a  few  months,  and  that  at  a 
cost  of  much  less  than  that  we  shall  have 
to  pay  for  the  mastless,  useless,  iron-clads 
now  in  course  of  construction.  I  can  only 
■ay  that  other  nations  are  stealing  a  march 
upon  iu  in  this  matter,  and  that  it  will 
go  hard  with  us  in  the  day  of  trial.  I 
must  warn  hon.  Members  and  the  Press 
generally  not  to  be  guided  by  The  Navy 
Liu  in  forming  their  estimate  of  the 
strength  of  our  r^ayy.  For  instance,  in 
Tk$  Hiandard  of  the  2 let  January,  1876, 
there  is  an  article  headed  ''  Our  Power 
by  Sea,"  of  which,  with  the  permission 
of  Uie  House,  I  will  read  the  opening 
sentence : — 

M  As  an  intvoductory  remark,  it  may  be  stated 
that  the  total  number  of  Tesscls  of  every  class 
and  deacription  entitled  to  be  termed  *  Her  Ma- 
jesty's diipa'  amounts  to  no  less  than  560,  i^'ith 
an  annament  of  3,600  guns ;  and  of  this  number 
240,  moiinting  nearly  1,700  g^ins,  are  in  com- 
miaMon,  the  remainder  (that  is,  320)  being  in  re- 
or  6mplo}*ed  on  harbour  sonricc." 


N0W9  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  tell  the 
Honae  the   real  number  on  The  Navy 
at   that   date.       These    are    the 
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Nary  list 
NmnbetB  orerlooked 


Add  gnnboats,  numbered  from  672  to 
7M,  both  indusiye,  166,  but  actually 
only    ■  •  • .      64 

354 
Dedoct  yachta,  drill  ships,  and  other 
noiuoombauuit  vessela    ..  ..126 

228 

Ikus,  instead  of  546  ships  and  166 
gttttboata — a  gross  total  of  712  on  paper 
—the  force  of  fighting  ships  is  reduced 
to  238;  but  of  tnese  there  were  build- 
iig  82,  leaying  206,  out  of  which  50 
vcis  unseaworthy,  or  not  designed  to 
bip  the  sea ;  therefore,  the  nation  only 
pmassod  150  yessels  more  or  less  in- 
•■dent. 

Hie  state  of  the  guns  is  also  most 
&Qeditable,  not  to  say  dangerous;  and 
nitsad  of  boldly  facing  the  dilHculty, 
Htt  If ajesty's  Government  resort  to  the 
*aul  expedient  of  weakness,  and  try  to 
pot  i  piece  of  new  cloth  into  a  worn-out 
Rsnnent  by  means  of  a  I)epartmcutal 
MNnmittee.     If  only  this  House  could 


have  a  thorough  sifting  of  the  Ordnance 
Department,  hon.  Members  would,  in- 
deed, be  startled. 

4.  With  regard  to  the  Heserves,  the 
importance  of  having  a  powerful  and 
efficient  reserve  of  seamen  ready  for 
service  on  the  shortest  notice  has  been 
over  and  over  again  fully  acknowledged 
in  this  House.  I  brought  the  matter 
myself  before  this  House  on  the  8th 
August,  1878,  but  found  it  quite  impos- 
sible to  penetrate  the  armour  plating 
of  the  Admiralty.  To  show  that  I 
have  some  experience  of  this  subject, 
I  may  mention  that  I  was  sent  to 
the  Northern  ports  in  command  of  Her 
Majesty's  ship  Gorgon^  in  1859,  to  raise 
the  seamen  for  the  Royal  Naval  Beserve 
then  authorized;  so  that  I  may  fairly 
say  that  I  know  personally  the  great 
importance  which  has  always  been  at- 
tacned  to  a  Hoyal  Naval  Beserve. 

I  will  not  weary  the  House  byeoinginto 
details  about  this  force ;  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  point  out  that  the  number  even 
then,  20  years  ago,  was  set  down  at 
30,000  men.  That  this  number  was 
never  reached,  and,  indeed,  does  not 
now  much  exceed,  12,000  men,  as  re- 
ported by  Admiral  Tarleton  in  1878, 
and  repeated  by  Admiral  Fhillimore,  in 
his  Eeport  laid  before  the  House  at  the 
commencement  of  this  Session. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  for  all  practical  purposes 
the  Boyal  Naval  Eeserves  are  a  sham 
and  a  snare,  because,  when  wanted  for 
the  Navy,  none  of  these  12,000  men 
would  be  forthcoming ;  not  a  man  of 
them  could  be  spared  from  our  merchant 
vessels,  and,  in  a  few  words,  I  will  g^ve 
the  House  reason  for  this. 

The  Mercantile  Marine  of  this  coun- 
try employs  upwards  of  200,000  men ; 
but  since  our  one-sided,  so-called  Free 
Trade  has  been  the  fashion,  the  British 
seamen  in  our  Mercantile  Marine  have 
been  supplanted  by  the  cheap  foreigners 
who  are  not  even  seamen,  but  the  oflf- 
scouringH  of  the  ports  of  all  nations, 
cut-throats  and  thieves  of  the  worst  de- 
scription—  a  fact  proved  over  and  over 
again.  Take,  for  example,  the  case  of 
the  Lennie  and  the  Casuellj  and  many 
others  which  I  could  mention,  where  the 
crew  were  nearly  all  foreign  outcasts, 
tho  very  scum  of  tlie  earth. 

In  fact,  Sir,  after  careful  inquiries 
and  some  practical  acquaintance  with 
the  subject,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
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ing  that  Bome  80  per  cent  of  the  seamen 
in  our  merchant  ships  are  foreigners. 
I  know  of  some  8,000  to  10,000  Eussian 
Finns  alone,  and  I  can  assure  the  House 
that  hundreds  of  our  ships  flying  British 
colours  leave  this  country  without  a 
single  Englishman  on  board,  not  even 
the  master.  In  fact,  I  believe  it  is  within 
the  mark  to  say  that  80  per  cent  of  the 
crews  of  British  merchant  ships  are 
foreigners.  It  is  true  that,  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  Eetums,  the  foreign 
element  is  calculated  at  only  10  per  cent 
of  the  mross  number  of  men  employed 
in  the  Mercantile  Marine ;  although  even 
such  a  number  as  thiswould  be,  in  my  opi- 
nion, a  gross  scandal  and  a  danger  to  this 
country.  But  this  Return  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  is  either  a  wilful  mis-statement, 
or  proves  the  ignorance  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  officials.  I  have  seen  myself 
crews  shipped  at  the  shipping  office 
under  English  names  and  witn  good  cer- 
tificates, which  the  crimps  had  bought 
for  them,  who  could  only  speak  the  few 
words  of  English  taught  them  by  those 
crimps  for  the  occasion.  I  have  seen 
numbers  of  certificates  marked  very  good 
conduct  and  very  good  ability  as  a  sea- 
man offered  for  sale  for  a  few  shillings ; 
and  this  fact  came  out  very  clearly  in 
the  evidence  at  the  inquest  on  the 
Princess  Alice  disaster,  on  which  I  was 
engaged  from  first  to  last.  Of  course,  in 
the  event  of  war,  we  should  be  on  the 
horns  of  a  dilemma  with  the  foreigners 
manning  our  Mercantile  Marine.  Either 
they  would  leave  us,  or,  if  they  remained, 
we  must  run  the  fearful  risk  of  these 
men  saving  the  enemy  the  trouble  of 
capturing  our  ships,  for  such  crews 
would  be  more  than  human  if  they  did 
not  take  our  vessels  into  the  enemies' 
ports  themselves.  If  these  foreigners 
left  us,  or  we,  of  necessity,  discharged 
them,  what  becomes  of  the  12,000  men 
now  enrolled  in  the  Eoyal  Naval  Re- 
serve ?  Can  any  hon.  Member  for 
one  moment  think  that  a  single  man 
of  this  number  could  be  spared  from  the 
Mercantile  Marine  ?  Why,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  food  supply  which  must  be  brought 
here  to  prevent  our  people  from  starving, 
we  have  to  lay  out  coals,  transport 
troops,  and  keep  open  communication 
with  all  parts  of  the  world.  I  repeat, 
not  a  man  could  bo  spared  from  the  Afer- 
cantile  Marine;  in  fact,  the  12,000  men 
would  not  even  be  half  enough  for  any 
of  the  purposes  I  have  mentioned.  I  re- 

Capfain  Pirn 


Seat,   Sir,  that  it  is  not  so  much  tlie 
anger,  as  the  stupidity,  of  allowing  sodi 
a  state  of  affairs  to  exist  which  disgiutt 
me.    Why,  at  this  moment  there  is  i 
'' re-org^nization  " — Heaven  save  the 
mark! — Committee  sitting  on  the  Ma- 
rines, with  a  view  to  eztingoish  a  por- 
tion of  them  at  least — ^I  mean  the  Bojal 
Marine  Artillery — but,  instead  of  com- 
mitting suicide  in  this  way,  if  the  Admi- 
ralty would  only  increase  this  magnificent 
Corps — I  venture  to  say  the  finest  in  the 
world — to  50,000  men,  our  large  mer- 
chant steamers  could  then  be  each  sap- 
Elied  with  the  nucleus  of  a  crew  of 
ighly-trained  men  simply  invaluable  in 
the  moment  of  fire  or  any  other  danger, 
and  who  would,  I  feel  sure,  be  eagerly 
sought  for  by  our  shipowners,  and  who, 
being  better  paid  than  when  in  barracks, 
would    gladly    serve    on    board    such 
steamers.    So  that,  without  the  extra 
cost  of  a  shilling,  we  might  have  a 
splendid  Army,  a  real  Naval  Beeerve, 
and  the  backbone  of  ships'  companiei 
for  our  Mercantile  Marine.    But,  Sir,  I 
do  not  expect  it  will  suit  the  Be-organi- 
zation  Committee  to  even  consider  thif 
easy  and  simple  expedient. 

The  condition  of  our  Mercantile  Marine, 
which  I  have  earnestly  endeavoured  to 
improve  by  introducing  the  "Training 
School  and  Ships"  Bill,  the  **  Mercantile 
Marine    Hospital    Service"    Bill,    the 
** Shipowners  Liability"  Bill,   and  the 
*' Measurement  of  Tonnage"   Bill,  ii 
quite  as  discreditable  as  that  of  the 
Koyal  Navy ;  and  this,  when  there  are 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  British  boji 
who  would  gladly  devote  themselves  to 
a  sea  life,  and  who  would  become  uaefol, 
very  useful  citizens,  instead  of ,  as  is 
only  too  often  the  case,  adding  to  the 
criminal  and  pauper  class,   as  I   have 
pointed  out  over  and  over  again  when 
speaking  to  my  Training  Schools  and 
Ships  Bill,  introduced  no  less  than  four 
times  to  this  House.    Mr.  Speaker,  I 
said  just  now  that  I  had  been  sent  by 
the  Admiralty,  20  years  ago,  to  start 
the  Boyal  Naval  Heserve.    I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  I  could,  with 
ease  and  certainty,  and  within  the  space 
of  one  year,  raise  a  body  of  Volunteer 
Seamen  round  our  coasts  numbering  at 
last  50,000  men,  unequalled  in  the  world, 
at  a  less  cost  than  the  Volunteer  Bifles  of 
this  country — men,  moreover,  who  would 
bo  ready  for  service  on  the  shortest  pos- 
sible notice.    We  ought,  in  fact,  to  have 
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t  100  gunboats  capable  of  keep- 
16  sea  in  all  weather,  always 
for  Bervice,  in  our  harbours,  and 
we  shonld  possess  a  Yolunteer 
irhioh  could  defy  the  whole  world. 
peaker,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
nj  remarks  on  this  all-important 
t  as  brief  as  possible.  I  have  on 
oocasions  called  the  attention  of 
ouse  to  the  bad  state  of  the  Navy ; 
Jiink  I  have  proved  to  the  House 
»  occasion  that  the  state  and  con- 
of  the  Navy  is  really  a  disgrace 
nation.    I  beg  to  move — 

it  the  Navy,  whereon,  under  the  good 
Qoe  of  GocL,  the  wealth,  safety,  and 
I  of  the  Kingdom  chiefly  depend, 
•  Vio.  c.  109,  should  be  administered  by 
tnt  officials ;  should  be  manned  by  crews 
ently  attached  to  the  Service;  should 
of  dbips  capable  of  keeping  the  sea  in 
then,  of  blockading  an  enemy's  coast, 
eoDTOving  every  class  of  merchant 
and  inoaid  possess  a  powerful  and 
Beeerve  ready  for  service  on  the  shor^t 

JOHN  HAY,  in  seconding  the 
I,  said,  he  hoped  his  hon.  and 
t  Friend  KDaptain  Pirn)  would  ex- 
mfromreiemngto  more  than  three 

to  which  he  had  referred,  as  it 
be  difficult  to  induce  the  present 
nent  to  take  an  interest  in  the 

questions  to  which  he  had  re- 
As  to  the  question  of  retirement 
ers,  it  appeared  that  the  full  bene- 
the  scheme  adopted  by  his  right 
Mend  the  Member  for  Fontef ract, 
be  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
not  accrue  until  1895,  and  would 
reality  deal  for  15  years  to  come 
le  evil  to  which  he  wished  to  draw 
on.  He  had  given  Notice  last 
1  of  his  intention  to  move  early 
kssion  for  a  Committee  on  Eetire- 
ind  Pit)motion  in  the  Navy ;  but, 
ting  with  his  right  hon.  Friond  the 
jord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  W.  II. 
ly  who,  doubtless,  had  the  interest- 
anouncement  of  the  Dissolution 
in  hour  ago  in  his  mind,  he  was  ad- 
hat,  in  so  short  a  Session  as  this  was 
to  be,  the  appointment  of  a  Corn- 
would  not  be  advisable.  How- 
f  his  right  hon.  Friend  should  bo 
I  in  the  new  Parliament,  and  if 
«alt  should  be  as  he  wished,  he 
his  right  hon.  Friend  would  ap- 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
t.  In  speaking  upon  the  subject, 
lied  to  point  out  at  starting  that 

•L.  ecu.        [third  series.] 


the  basis  of  all  promotions  was  the 
Lieutenants'  List.  There  must  be  four 
or  five  lieutenants  to  every  captain. 
They  must  introduce  young  genuemen 
into  the  Navy  to  be  lieutenants,  and  they 
must  have  lieutenants  who  could  do 
active  and  useful  service.  He  found  that 
in  1870  the  average  age  at  which 
lieutenants  were  promoted  to  com- 
manders was  31,  wnereas  at  present  it 
was  35.  The  average  in  1870  was  taken 
from  a  very  much  larger  number  of 
officers,  of  whom  a  large  number  at- 
tained the  rank  at  a  younger  age  than 
at  present,  and  many  were  retained  upon 
the  list  to  more  advanced  years.  In 
1870  the  average  age  for  promotion 
from  commanderto  captain  was  younger, 
being  then  35,  and  now  39.  That  state 
of  things  proved  that  lieutenants  had 
now  a  very  bad  chance  of  getting  on, 
and  prevented  the  Navy  from  having 
the  use  of  such  young  and  efficient 
officers  as  should  be  the  case.  He  could 
not  propose,  without  further  inquiry,  a 
remedy  for  that  condition  of  things, 
but  wished  to  state  the  nature  of  the 
evil,  which  certainly  demanded  the 
serious  attention  of  Uie  House.  With 
regard  to  the  personnel  of  the  Navy,  his 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  referred  to  the 
condition  of  the  Navy  with  regard  to 
the  operations  in  Zululand.  It  had  been 
falsely  asserted,  no  doubt,  that  some 
of  the  troops  had  not  done  their  duty, 
although  that  was  completely  contra- 
dicted by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War ;  but  no  such  charge  was  made 
against  the  Navy.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Naval  Brigade,  under  the  command  of 
its  gallant  captain,  Fletcher  Campbell, 
who  he  was  delighted  to  know  had 
been  promoted,  had  done  remarkably 
good  service,  and  had  been  in  every 
point  all  that  could  be  desired.  With 
respect  to  the  Naval  Reserves,  he  did 
not  come  to  quite  the  same  conclu- 
sion as  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
(Captain  Pim),  but  he  did  recognize  the 
disadvantage  of  the  groat  and  increasing 
number  of  foreigners  at  present  in  the 
Merchant  Navy.  The  Board  of  Trade 
lioturns  showed  that  there  were  207,436 
men  employed  in  the  Merchant  Navy 
last  year.  Of  these,  121,000  were  not 
seamen  ;  and,  exclusive  of  3,072  masters 
and  apprentices,  of  the  82,474  seamen 
no  fewer  than  16,070  were  foreigners, 
leaving  only  66,404  British  able-bodied 
and  ordinary  seamen.      That  he  con- 
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sidered  a  great  misfortune,  considering 
the  number  of  boys  in  this  countnr 
who  might  be  trained  to  be  seamen.  It 
was  much  to  be  regretted  that  a  country 
like  England  should  be  so  dependent 
upon  foreigners  for  the  manning  of  its 
Mercantile  Marine.  There  were  66,404 
English  seamen  in  the  Merchant  Navy ; 
but  of  these,  38,000  were  so  constancy 
deserting  or  getting  into  scrapes  that 
their  services  could  not  be  relied  upon. 
Over  27,000  seamen,  however,  were 
available  for  the  Reserve,  and  he  re- 
gretted that  only  12,000  had  been  as  yet 
enlisted,  leaving  over  15,000  unenrolled. 
There  were,  no  doubt,  4,000  men  in  the 
second  class,  but  he  thought  some  step 
should  be  taken  to  induce  the  15,000  to 
enrol  themselves  also.  He  had  recently 
heard  an  address  delivered  on  this  sub- 
ject by  Mr.  Donald  Currie,  who  pointed 
out  what  he  thought  would  be  a  great 
service  to  the  Merchant  Navy.  He 
stated  that  many  ships  of  the  Merchant 
Navy  were  capable  of  being  fitted  as 
men-of-war;  and  he  believea  his  ri^ht 
hon.  Friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty had  a  list  of  the  vessels  which 
could  be  readily  made  available  in  cer- 
tain circumstances,  the  owners  being 
willing  to  employ  retired  commanders  or 
lieutenants  of  the  Royal  Navy  to  com- 
mand their  ships,  and  undertake  that 
they  would  bo  manned  only  by  men  of 
the  Naval  Reserve.  K  some  arrange- 
ment— which  would  be  economical — 
could  bo  made  to  carry  out  that  view,  it 
would  be  very  beneficial  to  the  Merchant 
Navy.  He  trusted  that  his  right  hon. 
Friend  would  not  lose  sight  of  that  im- 

Eortant  subject,  and  if  he  made  inquiries 
e  would  ascertain  that  many  owners 
entertained  views  similar  to  those  which 
were  expressed  by  Mr.  Donald  Currie. 
The  only  other  subject  on  which  he  de- 
sired to  touch  related  to  our  ironclad 
Navy.  Although  he  did  not  come  to 
exactly  the  same  conclusion  as  some  of 
the  gentlemen  who  recently  addressed 
the  country  on  the  subject  through  the 
public  Press,  yet,  looking  at  a  Return 
which  was  laid  on  the  Table  at  his  in- 
stance last  autumn,  he  did  not  regard 
our  ironclad  Navy  as  being  in  a  satis- 
factory position,  when  it  was  compared 
with  the  number  possessed  by  other 
Powers.  It  would  be  remembered  that 
we  had  not  been  building  and  adding  to 
our  Navy  during  the  last  10  years  as 
rapidly  as  the  French  had  been,  and  it 

Sir  John  Jlay 


was  also  a  fact  that  the  rest  of  the  woild 
had  been  increasing  their  Navies  with 
great    rapidity.      Kussia  had    9   first 
and    second-clasB    sea-g^ing    ironclads, 
and  of  third-class  ironclads,  such  as  gon- 
boats,   she  had  20;    Sweden  had  14, 
third-class ;  Norway  4,  and  Denmark  6, 
whilst  Germany  had  7  first  and  second- 
class  ironclads,  and  10  third-class,  and 
Holland  2  of  the  second  and  22  of  the 
third-class.    In  the  Baltic  and  North  8ea 
there  were  altogether  1 8  first  and  second- 
class  sea-going  ironclads,  and  76  of  the 
third-class.  In  the  Mediterranean,  along 
which  so  much  of  our  commerce  passed 
to  India,  France  had  22  first  and  second- 
class  sea-going  ironclads,  and  37  of  third- 
class  ;  Spain  had  5  first  and  second-class, 
and  3  third-class ;  Portugal  1  third-class, 
Italy  6   and  9,  Austria   6  and  7,  and 
Turkey  6  and  15  remaining,  after  those 
she  had  sold  to  as ;  whilst  even  Greece 
had  2  third-class  ironclads.     The  South 
AmeHcan  Powers  had  3  fiirst  and  second- 
class,  and  24  third-class  ironclads.     Ihe 
United  States  24  first-class   moniton, 
China  4   third-class,   and  Japan   1   of 
first  and  2  third-class  ironclads.    Taking 
the  whole  world,  the  Tarious  Powers  pos- 
sessed altogether  270  sea-going*  ironclads 
of  the  first  and  second-dass,  besides  the 
69  which  belonged  to  England.      Ha 
wished  the  House  to  consider  what  was 
represented  by  those  69  ironclads  of  Eng- 
land.   There  were  3  irondads  for  the 
defence  of  the  Colonies,  but  they  were 
not  sea-going  vessels.    In  the  Betum 
which  was  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members 
it  would  be  seen  that  there  were  10  shipe 
which  were  put  down  as  ineffident.    Me 
wished  that  they  were  written  off  alto- 
gether by  his  right  hon.  Friend.     Thej 
were  not  irondads,  but  rotten  wooden 
vessels  having  some  iron  on  them ;  bat 
they  were  useless,  although  thej  might 
be  used,  perhaps,  as  training  vessels,  for 
which  purpose,  however,  they  were  not 
very  well  suited.     They  had  only  26  sea* 
going  irondads  ready  for  service.    It 
was  held  recently,  in  a  most  careftil 
analysis,  that  it  was  necessary,  to  main- 
tain England's  naval  supremacy,  to  have 
62  sea-going  ironclads.    It  was  dear,  iT 
this  were  so,  thatthey  wanted  a  large  addi- 
tion.    If  there  were  11  building,  that 
would  make  37 ;  but  one  of  them  was  not, 
he  believed,  to  be  considered  in  the  cha- 
racter of  an  ironclad.    But  there  was 
nothing  like  1 1  irondads  to  be  added  to 
the  Navy  this  year.    Notwithstanding 
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,  the  French  had  gone  on 

steadily  addino^  two  ironclads  every  year 
to  their  fleet ;  but  England  had  done  no- 
thing like  this  during  the  last  10  years. 
This  country  required  to  build  30  iron- 
clads, and  it  would  not  be  extravagant 
in  the  GK>Temment  to  call    upon  the 
oonntiy  to  support  them  in  making  this 
addition    to    the    Navy;     £15,000,000 
would  be  required,  but  what  was  that 
sum  distributed  over  three  years?    It 
would  only  raise  the  Estimates    from 
£10,000,000  to  £15,000,000.     He  was 
sore  that  if  the  country  was  alive  to  the 
faet  that  England  had  35  ironclads  and 
the  rest  of  the  world  135,  it  would  at 
once  ask  that  the  Navy  should  at  least 
be  put  on  a  footing  of  superiority  to  the 
number  of  ships  which  could  be  mus- 
tered by  Europe  in  a  short  time  in  the 
Mediterranean.      With    regard  to  the 
necessity  for  repairs,  he  would  refer  hon. 
Members  to  the  speeches  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Pembroke  (Mr.  E.  J.  Bead) 
and  the  hon.  Member  for   the    Elgin 
Burghs  (Mr.  Gbttnt  Duff)  who  had  stated 
his  belief  in  the  necessity  of  a  strong 
Navy.    No  doubt  he  had  mistakenly  as- 
sumed that  the  Navy  in  1874  was  strone, 
but  he  might  daim  his  support  to  obtain 
the  increase  he  asked  for.     These  opi- 
nions were  also  fully  borne  out  by  statis- 
tics.    In  the  year  1870,  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Pontefract  (Mr.  Childers) 
stated  on  various  occasions,  and  on  the 
1st  August,  1870,  on   the  outbreak  of 
the  Franco-Qerman  War,  that  we  had 
40  ironclads  ready  for  service,  and  8 
nearly  ready.    The  obvious  reason  of 
tiie  decay  of  the  Fleet  between  1870  and 
1874  was  the  determination  not  to  spend 
money  on  repairs.    The  proportion  of 
men  employed  on  repairs  as  compared 
with  those  employed  on  building  had 
been  reversed ;  and  instead  of  being  as 
9  repairing  for  every   4    or  5   build- 
ing,  it  was  altered  to   4  repairing  to 
every  5  building.     The  result  was  that 
when    the    present    Government    came 
into  power,  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
fidenoy  of  repairs,  there  were  ouly  16 
ironclads  fit  for  service,  and  6  in  fair 
condition,  or  22  in  all ;  whilst  of  16  re- 
qnirinR  repair,   only   2  were  takou  in 
hand,  leaving  14  inefficient  bhips  as  a 
legacy  to  their  Successors.     At  present, 
theBetum  showed  36  ships  fit  for  service, 
but  of  these  2  were  described  as  in- 
different.    The  sooner  we  got  rid  of  the 
two  vessels  that  were  described  as 


in- 


different" the  better ;  they  might  be  use- 
ful for  harbour  defence,  but  otherwise 
they  were  an  illusory  addition  to  our 
strength.     It  was  sad  to  think  that  in 
spite  of  all  the  exertions  of  the  Govern- 
ment during  the  last  five  years,  and 
their  exertions  in  repairing  ships  was 
most  praiseworthy,  they  had  only  now 
34  efficient  ironclads  ready,  as  against 
40  in  1870  ;  though,  of  course,  the  prin- 
cipal share  of  blame  was  due  to  those  who, 
from  1870  to  1874,  allowed  the  Navy  to 
dwindle  to  22  ironclads  ready  for  sea. 
The  proportion  of  vessels  that  were  un- 
der repair,  or  required  repair,  seemed  to 
him  to  be  reasonable.     There  were  now 
only  3  not  yet  taken  in  hand.     Ves- 
sels ought  to  be  repaired  as  soon  as 
they  came  back,  and  a  sufficient  number 
of  men  ought  to  be  employed  to  prevent 
delay  in  the  execution  of  the  repairs,  so 
that  vessels  might  be  ready  as  soon  as 
possible  for  further  service.     One  of  our 
great  mistakes  had  been  that  when  our 
ironclads  were  first  built  we  thoueht 
they  were  going  to  last  for  ever.    That 
was  not  so,  and  the  boilers  alone  had  cost, 
in  1870-4,  £138,875;  and  from  1874-9, 
£475,800,  an  average  of  15  ships  a-year 
requiring  new  boilers,  or  149  m  the  10 
years.     The  sum  of  about  £12,000,000 
had  been  spent  in  builing  and  repairing 
ships  during  the  last  six  years — or   a 
little  over  £2,000,000  a-year ;  but  that 
was  by  no  means  sufficient.    It  was  per- 
fectly evident  that  we  were  not  in  the 
condition  we  ought  to  be  in,  or  that  we 
had   anything  like   the  supremacy  we 
ought  to  have.      With    10,000,000  of 
armed   soldiers  on    the  Continent,   we 
ought  to  be  superior,  not  only  to  France, 
but   to    the    whole    Mediterranean    in 
armour-clads ;    but,   at  this   time,   the 
Mediterranean    fleets    altogether    were 
double  the  strength  of  our  own.     He 
should  vote  for  the  First  Lord  as  a  can- 
didate for  Westminster,  for  he  and  this 
Government  succeeded  one  which  had 
sadly  neglected  the  Navy,  and  had  done 
much  to  repair  their  shortcomings  ;  but 
trusted  to  near  him  say  in  an  election 
ppooch  that  he  was  about  to  increase  the 
force  of  the  Navy  and  give  us  the  supre- 
macy which  the  hon.  Member  for  Mgin 
thought  wo  ought  to  harve,  but  which  he 
hoped  to  have  convinced  the  hon.  Mem- 
l)or  wo  did  not  now  possess. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  Icuvo  out  from  the  word  *'  That"  to  tho 
end  of  tlu-   (^utstioii,  in  order  to  udd  the  wordd 
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**  the  Navy,  whereon,  under  the  good  providence 
of  God,  the  wealth,  safety,  and  strexi^^  of  the 
Kingdom  chiefly  depend,  29  and  30  Vict.  c.  109, 
should  be  administered  by  competent  officials ; 
should  bo  manned  by  crews  permanently  at- 
tached to  the  Service ;  should  consist  of  ships 
capable  of  keeping  the  sea  in  all  weathers,  of 
blockading  an  enemy's  coast,  and  of  convoying 
every  class  of  merchant  vessel ;  and  should  pos- 
sess a  powerful  and  efficient  Reserve  ready  for 
service  on  the  shortest  notice," — {Captain  FitHf) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  **That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mr.  CHILDERS  appealed  to  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House  not 
to  protract  the  present  debate,  which 
could  be  continued  with  more  advantage 
on  one  of  the  Votes,  after  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  had  made  the  usual 
Statement.  He  would  not  himself  dis- 
cuss any  of  the  points  that  had  been 
raised,  and  he  would  speak  only  of  the 
personal  appointments  which  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Ghravesend 
(Captain  Pim)  had  criticized.  The  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Bowsell  was  made  by 
himself,  and  not,  as  stated,  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Montrose  (Mr.  Baxter) 
in  violation  of  his  (Mr.  Childers's)  regu- 
lations; and  its  wisdom  had  been  dis- 
tinctly conformed  by  a  Select  Committee 
which  inquired  into  the  whole  subject 
during  two  Sessions.  Mr.  Bowsell's 
health  had  broken  down,  and  he  was 
distinctly  entitled  to  the  pension  he  had 
received  from  the  present  Government. 
Mr.  Fellowes  had  been  appointed  for  a 
specific  purpose  in  which  he  had  showed 
great  ability ;  and  great  economies 
had  admittedly  resulted  from  his  work. 
His  appointment  was  the  outcome  of  the 
Committee  of  1868,  which  showed  the 
imsatisfactory  state  of  the  Dockyard  and 
other  accounts.  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr. 
Swainson  had  received  their  appoint- 
ments from  the  present  Admiralty,  and 
he  had  only  to  say  that  he  thought  they 
had  acted  wisely  in  making  them.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member's  statement 
about  Mr.  Hamilton  was  entirely  in- 
accurate 

Mr.  BENTINCK  said,  he  could  not 
accede  to  the  appeal  just  made  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Pontefract  (Mr. 
Childers).  He  had  never  known  a  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  or  an  ex-First 
Lord,  who  did  not  deprecate  discussion 
on  going  into  Committee  of  Supply  on 


the  Navy  Estimates ;  and  after  the  an- 
nouncement* which  had  been  made  this 
afternoon  as  to   a  Dissolution,  it  was 
possible  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
think  that  when  the  House^  met  again 
he  might   occupy  the  official  position 
now  h^d  by  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  Westminster,  and  that 
he  was  therefore  speaking  quite  as  mnch 
on  his  own  behalf  as  on  behalf  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith). 
He  entirely  agreed  with  the    remarks 
made    by  the  right  hon.   and  gallant 
Member  for  Stsjmford  (Sir  John  Hay) 
as  to  the  present  unsatisfiMstory  condition 
of  the  British  Navy.     It  was  a  melan- 
choly fact  that  the  discipline    of   our 
Navy  had  largely  deteriorated,  owing, 
he  believed,  to  the  dissemination  of  so- 
called  Liberal  principles.     The  whole 
object  of  hon.  Miembers  opposite  in  their 
dealings  with  both  the  Nbyj  and  the 
Mercantile  Marine  was  to  uproot  and  to 
destroy  discipline.    Nothing^   could  be 
more  deplorable  than  the  fact  that  80 
per  cent  of  our  Mercantile  Marine  con- 
sisted  of  foreigners,  upon  whom    we 
could  not  depend  for  manning  the  Navy 
on  an  emerg^ncnr.    This  was  the  resolt 
of  the  repeal  of  the  Navigation  Laws,  a 
course  ox  legislation  which  had  lost  as 
our  supremacy  at  sea.    In  his  opinion, 
this  was  the  most  suicidal  act  ever  per- 
petrated by  any  Government.     It  was 
impossible  to  account  for  the  indifference 
which  the  GK)vemment,  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  the  country  itself  showed 
on  the  subject  of  the  efficiency  of  our 
Navy.    It  was  upon  the  efficiency  of  our 
Navy  that  our  very  existence  depended. 
It  was  unfair  to  compare  the  cost  of  the 
Navy  in  former  times  with  its  present 
cost,  at  a  time  when  the  price  oi  every 
necessary  of  life  was  far  hieher  than  it 
was  some  years  ago.    In  his  opinion, 
the  amount  appropriated  for  the  service 
of  the  Navy  was  wholly  inadequate  for 
its  requirements.    It  was  also  a  mistake 
to  compare  the  streng^  of  our  Navy 
with  that  of  foreign  nations,  who  main- 
tained a  Naval  force  simply  for  purposes 
of  aggression  to  be  directed  ag^ainst  this 
country ;  whereas  our  Navy  was  essen- 
tial to  our  very  existence  as  a  nation. 
It  was  our  weapon  for  repelling  aggres- 
sion, and  our  food  supplies  depended  on 
our  supremacy  at  sea.     The  protection 
of  the  Colonies  also  depended  on  our 
Navy.     If  we  allowed  our  Navy  to  fall 
behind  in  its  efficiency,  we  should  lose 
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oar  Colonies  to-morrow.  To  make  our 
food  sapply  safe  we  must  have  a  class  of 
ships  which  did  not  exist,  large  ships 
which  could  carry  a  considerable  supply 
of  ooal  and  could  be  handled  under 
canras.  Again,  he  would  ask,  could  an 
ironclad  fleet  keep  under  canvas  in  all 
weathers  and  yet  have  a  large  supply  of 
coal  on  board  ?  At  present  they  were 
obliged  to  coal  once  a  fortnight,  and 
that  in  a  protracted  war,  conducted  in 
any  quarter  of  the  globe,  might  be  a 
cause  of  serious  misfortune.  Then  the 
frag^ty  of  our  ironclads  was  such  that 
the  slightest  touch  sent  them  to  the 
bottom,  while  you  might  riddle  one  of 
the  old  wooden  liners  through  and 
tfarongh,  and  yet  she  could  bo  made  as 
aenriceable  as  ever.  Sir  Spencer  Eobin- 
aon,  a  distinguished  Admiral,  and  for 
many  years  Surveyor  of  the  Navy,  in  a 
recent  article  had  said  what  wo  impera- 
tively wanted  was  superior  ships  in 
greater  numbers.  The  House  should 
remember  that  wear  was  of  sudden 
growth,  and  might  arise  from  dis- 
turbances in  another  country,  and  yet 
the  InJUxihle,  which  was  laid  down  six 
years  ago,  was  not  ready  for  sea.  He 
contended  that,  practically,  the  Navy  was 
not  equal  to  the  requirements  of  the 
country.  There  was  no  reserve  of  ships, 
and  there  was  no  attempt  to  create  one. 
There  were  some  men,  called  "  the  peace- 
at-any-price  party,"  who  thought  that 
the  best  way  to  avert  war  was  to  reduce 
the  Navy  to  the  lowest  point ;  but  for 
himself,  he  would  cordially  endorse  the 
Besolution  of  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend.  It  had  been  said  that  he  and 
his  Friends  told  tales  out  of  school,  and 
had  allowed  foreign  countries  to  know 
too  much  ;  but  there  was  not  a  foreign 
Goremment  that  did  not  know  to  a  man 
and  a  mn  the  strength  of  every  ship  in 
the  British  Navy,  and  those  only  who  did 
not  know  these  facts  were  the  Parlia- 
ment and  people  of  this  country.  If 
asked  for  by  the  Government,  ho  be- 
lieved that  Parliament  would  grant  any 
sum  which  might  be  required  for  making 
the  Navy  thoroughly  efficient,  and  that 
the  people  would  endorse  any  Vote 
which  was  granted  for  that  purpose. 
He  hoped  that  the  eyes  of  the  country 
voiild  be  opened  to  the  present  condition 
of  things,  and  that  it  would  be  said 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  country  it  shomd  not  continue  in 
tcistence. 


Mr.  GOUELEY  said,  it  was  his  in- 
tention  to  confine  himself  to  the  Resolu- 
tion which  stood  in  his  name  on  the 
Paper,  but  first  he  must  state  that  he 
disagreed  from  the  melancholy  state- 
ment which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  Gravesend  (Captain  Pim)  had 
placed  before  the  House  upon  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  the  Mercantile  Marine. 
They  were  a  fine  body  of  men,  and  he 
did  not  like  to  hear  thein  cried  down  by 
those  who  seldom  come  in  contact  with 
them.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
had  stated,  that  of  our  Mercantile 
Marine  80  per  cent  were  foreigners. 
This  was  very  erroneous.  According  to 
the  Returns  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for 
1877  there  were  207,446  sailors  in  British 
ships.  Of  those,  only  21,023,  or  10  per 
cent,  were  foreigners. 

Captain  PIM  :  I  expressly  said  that 
the  Board  of  Trade  Returns  were  falla- 
cious from  beginning  to  end.  I  have 
myself  seen  the  certificates  handed  in 
by  foreigners,  and  found  these  men  were 
shipped  with  British  certificates  who 
could  hardly  speak  a  word  of  English 
and  were  not  British  at  all. 

Mr.  GOURLEY  observed,  that  in  so 
serious  a  matter  facts  aud  figures  ought 
to  be  stated  for  the  guidance  of  Parlia- 
ment and  of  the  country.  In  the  North 
of  England  there  were  only  5  per  cent 
of  foreigners  among  the  seamen.  The 
Notice  he  had  placed  on  the  Paper  had 
reference  to  Vice  Admiral  Phillimore*s 
Report  on  Naval  Reserves.  It  was  the 
most  important  document  relating  to 
Naval  affairs  that  had  appeared  since 
the  Ruport  of  the  Commission  on  the 
Manning  of  the  Navy.  Admiral  Philli- 
more  led  us  to  infer  that  the  draught  of 
water  of  the  district  ships  was  much  too 
great,  and  he  quite  concurred  with  him 
on  this  point.  That  circumstance  pre- 
vented these  vessels  from  being  of  use 
in  the  protection  of  many  of  our  har- 
bours and  of  our  coasts.  He  wished  to 
know  how  these  ships  would  be  distri- 
buted and  employed  in  case  of  emer- 
gency ?  The  calibre  of  their  guns  was 
unsatisfactory,  their  decks  required  to 
be  made  shell-proof,  their  officers  and 
men  to  be  afforded  greater  facilities  for 
being  educated  in  their  special  duties, 
especially  as  regarded  the  navigation  of 
the  coasts  of  some  of  our  neighbours, 
and  their  fuel-carrying  capacity  was 
dangerously  small.  The  whole  of  our 
Naval  Reserves  was  a  conglomeration 
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without  83r8tem  or  organization.  It  was 
desirable,  in  liis  opinion,  to  reduce  the 
number  of  Eevenue  cutters  and  to  bmld 
steam-brigs  with  modem  armour,  on 
board  of  which  sailors  coidd  be  properly 
trained  in  every  branch  of  duly  apper- 
taining to  men-of-war's  men.  Admiral 
Phillimore  in  his  Eeport  referred  to  the 
Coastguard  Service,  and  advised  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  Coastguard 
cruisers.  He  (Mr.  Gourley),  however, 
would  sooner  see  a  supply  of  steam- 
vessels  constructed  for  that  purpose. 
If  there  was  much  smuggling  in 
the  islands  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  a 
few  swift,  well-armed  steam  vessels 
would  be  much  more  efficient  in  looking 
after  smuggling  than  would  a  much 
large  number  of  Bevenue  cutters.  The 
Coastguard  Service  was  all  very  well  50 
years  ago ;  but  since  then,  circiunstances 
had  very  much  changed,  and  we  had  now 
not  only  an  efficient  police,  but  an 
equally  efficient  body  of  Custom  officers, 
through  whom  nearly  all  cases  of 
smuggling  were  detected.  The  Coast- 
guard system  cost  about  £500,000  a- 
year,  and  ought  to  be  utilized  for  a 
wiserpurpose  than  that  of  looking  for 
a  **  Will  o'  the  "Wisp" — the  smuggler 
who  had  ceased  to  exist.  It  should 
be  trained  in  connection  with  coast  de- 
fence, and  the  men  might  be  employed 
in  building  batteries,  in  lieu  of  the 
obsolete  constructions  which  were  now 
in  existence.  Unless  things  of  this  kind 
were  done,  the  men  would  not  receive 
that  education  that  they  should  receive. 
He  thought,  also,  that  there  should  be 
a  reserve  of  stokers  and  firemen  created 
from  among  the  men  who  served  in  these 
capacities  on  board  our  merchantmen. 
With  regard  to  the  building  of  34  new 
Coastguard  stations,  as  sug^sted  by 
Admiral  Phillimore,  he  thought  it  would 
be  a  total  waste  of  money. 

Captain  PIM,  in  reply  to  the  appeal 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Pontefract 
(Mr.  Childers),  was  willing  to  withdraw 
his  Amendment  to  allow  the  House  to 
go  into  Committee  of  Supply.  He  had 
made  many  efforts  to  arouse  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  disgraceful  state 
of  the  Navy.  He  hoped  that  at  last  he 
had  been  able  to  do  so,  and  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  Boyal  Navy 
of  this  country  was  rotten  from  keel  to 
truck. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  wUhirmipn. 
Mr.  0(nwUy 


Main  Question,  ''That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  the  Chair,"  put,  and 
agreed  to, 

SUPPLY— NAVY  ESTIMATBS,  1880-81. 

Supply — eanetdered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

DEPAKTMENTAL  STATEMEZTF. 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH :  Mr.  Baiket,  I 
hope  that  hon.   Gentlemen  who  have 
been  oocupjdng  the  time  of  the  House 
until  now  will  not  think  that  I  am  want- 
ing in  respect  to  them  because  I  did  not 
rise  before  the  Speaker  left  the  Chair  to 
answer  the  speeches  which  they  made. 
In  the  course  of  the  statement  which  I 
shall  haTe  to  make  to  the  Committee  there 
will  be  opportunities  afforded — and  I 
think,  on  me  whole,  it  will  be  more  for 
the  convenienoe  of  the  Committee  that 
I  should  proceed  now  with  the  course  I 
had  laid  down  for  myself,  availing  my- 
self of  the  opportunities  which,  I  have 
no  doubt,   will  be   afforded  to  me  of 
answering,  to  some  extent,  the  observa- 
tions which  have  been  made  by  my  hon. 
Friends.     The  Estimates,  Mr.  Baikss, 
which  I  have  now  to  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittee will,  no  doubt,  be  objected  to  by 
some  on  the  eround  of  their  insiiffidency. 
I  consider  mat,  on  the  whole,  they  are 
sufficient  and  adequate  to  the  necessitiefl 
of  the  case,  and  to  the  duty  which  calla 
on  me  to  provide  for  the  servioe  of  the 
year.    They  show  a  slight  decrease,  and 
only  a  slight  decrease,  on  the  amount 
provided  during  the  last  financial  year ; 
and,  in  speaking  of  them,  it  may,  per- 
haps, be  as  well  that  I  should  refer  to 
the  actual  expenditure  of  the  past  year. 
During  the  past  year,  or  the  year  which 
has  now  nearly  passed,  we  shaU  pro- 
bably   have    spent    a   sum    of   nearly 
£10,550,000,  or  something  within  Hie 
Votes  which  Parliament  has  given  ns. 
I  am  speaking  now  of  the  ordinazy  ex- 
penditure  of  the  Navy,  irrespective  of 
the  Votes  of  Credit  for  the  South  AM- 
can  Transport  Servioe,  which  was  under- 
taken in  the  course  of  last  year  1879. 
The  amount    corresponds    very  nearly 
indeed  with  that  of  1873-4,  and  is  some- 
what less  than  that  of  the  year  1874-6. 
It  will  be  satisfactory,  to  the  Committee 
at  all  events,  to  find  that  we  have  no 
deficiency  to  provide  for  in  the  ooming 
year,  and  that  we  have  kept  well  within 
our  Votes.    The  first  Vote  to  which  I 
shall  ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
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B  that  which  has  already  been  read  by 
he  Ohairman,  and  which  provides 
(8,000  men  and  boys  for  the  service  of 
he  Navy,  and  which  includes  among 
hat  number  19,833  blue  jackets,  2,300 
.rtificers,  4,800  stokers,  4,500  domestics, 
ncluding  kroomen,  2,700  boys  for  ser- 
ice,  2,200  boys  for  training,  and  3,672 
oastffuardmen  on  shore.  The  numbers 
Astually  borne  on  the  Ist  of  March  were 
-bluejackets,  19,824;  artificers,  2,342  ; 
tokers,  4,679 ;  domestics,  including 
aoomen,  4,455 ;  boys  for  service,  2,618; 
toys  for  h'aining,  2,345;  and  coast- 
^uardmen  on  shore  3,641.  In  addition 
o  these  Forces,  there  are  12,733  Boyal 
faiines,  and  1,244  seamen  pensioners 
a  reserve.  The  Boyal  Naval  Eeserve 
•f  the  1st  class  numbers  12,061  ;  of  the 
!nd  dass,  5,339 ;  and  of  the  3rd  class, 
^  boys;  making  a  total  of  1st,  2nd, 
kud  3rd  class,  of  17,480;  while  the 
Lrtillery  Volunteers  number  1,100. 
Che  numbers  of  blue  jackets,  artificers, 
•tokers,  domestics  and  kroomen,  pro- 
ided  for  in  the  Estimates  of  1880-81,  is 
II9433.  With  regard  to  the  number  of 
K»ys  who  are  provided,  I  have  observed, 
a  certain  oriticisms  in  respect  to  them, 
bat  there  seems  to  be  some  alarm  at 
he  desire  for  economy  which  I  have  un- 
loubtedly  professed.  I  honestly  confess 
hat  I  desire  to  economise  wherever  it  is 
Kwsible  to  do  so  without  injuring,  in  any 
legree,  the  efficiency  of  the  Service.  I 
bdmit  that,  however  small  the  economy 
oaj  be,  if  it  is  a  real  economy  accom- 
Mmied  by  efficiencv,  it  is  my  desire  to 
iffect  it.  But  in  the  remarks  to  which 
\  haTe  adverted,  concern  has  been  ex- 
iressed  lest  2,200  boys  are  insufficient 
or  training  in  order  to  maintain  the 
lumber  of  blue  jackets  at  a  proper  and 
iffioient  point.  The  fact  is,  and  it  is  a 
nost  gratifying  fact,  that  the  waste  in 
lie  Service  has  become  a  great  deal  less 
iian  it  used  to  be.  The  waste  in  train- 
ng  boys  is  a  great  deal  less,  and  deser- 
ionB  are  very  rare.  And  here  I  should 
like  to  refer  to  a  remark  which  fell  from 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Graves- 
nd  (Captain  Fim) — namely,  that  the  dis- 
sipline  and  efficiency  of  the  Navy  are 
naj  unsatisfactory,  or  very  disgraceful, 
[  think  that  was  the  term.  Now,  I  have 
not  heard  any  opinion  approaching  that 
bom  any  ^^ant  officer  I  have  come  in 
Mmtact  with  for  years.  Since  I  have 
kad  the  honour  of  serving  the  country 
sad  the  Queen  .1  have  seen  a  groat  many 


gallant  officers,  and  the  condition  of  the 
Service  has  been   a  very  natural   and 

S roper  subject  of  remark.  But  I  be- 
eve  that  only  one  opinion  has  been 
expressed,  and  that  is  that  gradually  and 
surely  there  has  been  a  vast  improve- 
ment in  the  respectability,  in  the  cha- 
racter, and  in  the  position  of  the  British 
sailor.  There  are  not,  I  believe,  a  finer 
set  of  fellows  in  exintence,  or  who  more 
completely  deserve  the  confidence  of  the 
country  than  the  British  seamen ;  and  to 
speak  of  them  as  being  in  a  disreputable 
condition,  guilty  of  constant  breaches  of 
discipline,  is  to  cast  aspersions  on  them 
which  they  do  not  deserve,  and  which 
other  hon.  and  gallant  Officers  in  this 
House  will  not,  I  imagine,  endorse. 
With  regard  to  the  number  of  boys,  I 
have  haa  a  very  careful  calculation  nmdo 
on  that  point.  I  find  that  the  number 
of  blue  jackets  provided  in  the  Estimates 
— 19,833 — is  really  somewhat  in  excess 
of  the  normal  number  of  blue  jackets  re- 
quired. We  should  prefer  to  have  rather 
a  smaller  number  of  blue  jackets,  and  a 
larger  number  of  some  other  classes. 
But,  as  the  Committee  is  very  well  aware, 
the  continuous  service  system  makes  it 
undesirable,  and  even  impossible,  to 
discharge  men  after  they  have  once  boon 
taken  until  their  period  of  service  has 
been  completed.  We  do,  in  fact,  enter 
a  large  number  of  boys  and  they  must 
continue  to  remain  in  the  Navy  as  men, 
until  their  period  of  service  expires. 
Some  years  ago  an  estimate  was  formed 
that  18,000  blue  jackets  would  be  suffi- 
cient, provided  that  we  had  also  re- 
serves and  a  coastguard  of  something 
like  4,500  men.  At  present,  we  have 
an  excess  of  sometliing  like  600  or  700 
over  that  estimate  of  18,000,  including 
4,500  as  the  number  of  coastguard. 
The  coastguard  are  somewhat  below 
their  number,  and  the  seamen  are  very 
much  above  their  number.  The  waste 
among  the  blue  jackets  is  about  8  per 
cent;  and,  at  that  rate,  1,700  entering 
annually  would  keep  up  the  Force  to  more 
than  20,000  men.  Taking  into  account 
the  waste  of  boys  in  training,  1,788  blue- 
jackets entering  annually  would  keep  up 
the  Force  to  21,035  men.  At  present,  the 
least  number  of  boys  who  go  into  train- 
ing is  2,*i00,  and  they,  taking  the  waste 
into  account,  would  produce  the  1,788 
blue  jackets  and  keep  up  the  Force  to  the 
number  I  have  mentioned.  Therefore, 
it  is  clear  that,  having  regard  to  the 
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number  at  present  oyer-bome,  the  2,200 
boys  in  training  are  really  in  excess  of  the 
number  that  would  be  required  for 
1 880-8 1 .  But  the  Committee  will  agree 
that  it  is  better  to  have  an  excess  of  the 
number  that  would  be  required  than  to 
fall  below  it.  While  I  am  on  this  point, 
I  should  wish  to  refer  to  a  remark  which 
fell  from  my  right  hon.  Friend  opposite 
(Mr.  Childers)  last  year  with  regard  to 
the  re-engagement  of  petty  officers  and 
the  question  of  pensions.  I  stated  then 
to  the  Committee  that  the  Admiralty  had 
under  their  consideration  proposals  for 
the  re-engagement  of  petty  officers  after 
their  20  years'  service,  with  a  view  prin- 
cipally to  the  country  availing  itself  of 
the  advantage  of  the  experience  and 
knowledge  which  men  possess  at  38 
years  of  a^e  who  have  not  lost  their  full 
vigour  and  capacity  for  active  service. 
We  offered  a  re-engagement  upon 
terms  which  have  not  proved  sufficiently 
attractive,  but  I  am  now,  with  my  Col- 
leagues, considering  other  proposals 
which  I  hope  will  have  the  desired  effect 
of  inducing  some  of  that  class  to  be  re- 
engaged. If  that  be  so,  I  believe  that 
we  shall  see  that  our  efforts  have  not 
only  been  advantageous  to  the  country 
and  to  the  Service,  but  to  the  men  them- 
selves. Then,  again,  it  would  lessen  the 
number  of  men  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  enter  at  the  same  time.  If  we 
could  get  men  to  serve  for  25  years  in- 
stead of  20,  the  number  to  be  supplied 
would  not  be  so  great  for  25  years  as  it 
would  be  for  20  years.  I  refrain  from 
stating  the  conditions,  because  I  have 
not  yet  obtained  the  sanction  of  a  very 
important  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  therefore,  I  can  only  venture 
generally  to  hope  that  I  may  be  success- 
ful in  a  scheme  which  would  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  Committee  and  advantageous 
to  the  country.  There  is  one  other  re- 
mark I  have  to  make  with  regard  to  the 
men  of  theHeserves.  Of  the  seamen  class, 
including  stokers,  we  have  5,890  pen- 
sioners under  50  years  of  age,  and  5,772 
above  that  age.  A  large  proportion  of 
these  men,  at  all  events  of  the  5,890 
under  50  would  be  available,  and  we 
could  rely  upon  them  in  case  of  emer- 
gency. One  question  incidentally  referred 
to  by  my  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
behind  me  (Sir  John  Hay),  and  referred 
to  also  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Gravesendy  had  reference  to  the  case 
of  the  lieutenants.    In  endeavooiing  to 
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deal  with  the  case  of  the  lieutenants,  I 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  ask  for  an  Order 
in  Council.     The     Order    in    Council, 
passed  in  1870  by  the  right  hon  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Pontefract.  pro- 
vided that  the  list  of  lieutenants  should 
be     reduced    to    600,    and    until  the 
list    of    sub-lieutenants    was    reduced 
to   250  the   Admiralty  had  the  powa 
to    promote    whom    they    thought  fit. 
The  result  was  that  the  list  graduallj 
grew  till  it  amounted  to  something  like 
847  lieutenants  and  240  odd  sub-heu- 
tenants,  and  it  was  found  that  we  had 
no  longer  the  power  to  promote  sub- 
lieutenants.    We  had  a  very  larg^  num- 
ber of  officers  whom  it  was  practicaUj 
impossible  to  promote.     They  were  oif 
an  average  age  of  24  years,  a  period  at 
which  they  ought  to  liave  gained  their 
promotion  to  the   lieutenants'  list  and 
could  no  longer  be  kept  in  a  subordinate 
position.    It  appeared  to  me  that  23  wai 
the  age  at  which  an  officer  ought  to 
leave  the  rank  of  sub-lieutenant.    It  waa 
not  wise  on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty, 
having  due  regard  to  the  interests  of 
the  Service,  to  refuse  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  to  officers  fairly  en- 
titled to  it.    The  circumstances  of  1879 
and  1870  were  very  different,  and  there 
is  now  a  g^at  deal  more  employment 
for  lieutenants  than  there  was  before. 
At  present  there  are  630  lieutenants  em.- 
ployed,  and  there  are  also  172  naviffatio.0 
lieutenants,  making  the  total  801  for  Utt^^ 
two  ranks.    The  House  knows  very  we^ 
that  the  navigating  list  is  being  uic^ 
dually  extinguished  as  a  separate  Us'^ 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  th    " 
whole    duties  of   navigation    will   fa^ 
upon  commanders  on  the  executive  lis^ 
Although  I  know  that  many  excellent- 
officers  greatly  deplore  the  disappearance 
of  the  master  from  Her  Majesty's  ahipi^ : 
yet  I  think  that  we  must  Accejpt  the  pre  ^ 
sent  condition  of  things.     Tne  maate^ 
has  gone,  and  it  is  useless  to  attempt  tc^ 
bring  him  back.     The  House  of  Com^^ 
mons  has  decided  that  the  duties  of  na-^ 
vigating  the  Fleet  shall  in  future  bcr 
performed  by  officers  well  qualified  for* 
the  discharge  of  those  duties.     Takings 
that  into  consideration,  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  necessary  to  increase  tne  nnmber 
of  officers  upon  the  lieutenants'  list  to  a 
maximum  of  1,000,  having  regard  to 
the    fact  of  the  g^dually   increasing 
duties  that  will  fall  upon  them  as  the 
list  of  the  navigating  lieutenants  and 
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naTigatin^  oommandera  ceases  to  exist. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  said  that  I  ought  to 
take  power  to  raise  the  commanders' 
list  at  the  same  time ;  but,  in  my  opinion, 
the  time  has  not  arrived  for  that  step  to 
be  taken.  The  additions  that  have  been 
made  to  the  lieutenants'  executive  list, 
in  recent  years,  have  not  affected  the 
period  of  promotion  of  executive  officers 
who  are  senior  to  them  in  the  slightest 
degree,  and  when  lieutenants  for  navi- 

S.ting  duties  arrive  at  the  toj)  of  the 
tt  it  will  be  necessary  then  to  make 
proyiaioQ  for  the  promotion  from  the 
commanders'  list.  But  I  confess  I  have 
not  done  so  now ;  because,  if  I  had  done 
■o,  promotion  must  have  been  given  at 
onoe  to  o£Bicers  who  were  on  the  exe- 
ontiTe  list.  I  also  had  to  consider  what 
was  the  amount  of  employment  that 
could  be  g^ven  to  the  officers  of  the 
■ereral  classes.  The  number  of  lieu- 
tenants now  employed  upon  the  exo- 
cntive  list  is  630,  being  74  per  cent  of 
the  whole.  On  the  commanders'  list 
there  are  208  in  all,  and  the  number 
smploved  is  149,  being  71  per  cent  on 
the  whole.  There  is  no  prospect,  at 
present,  of  greater  employment,  and  the 
result,  therefore,  of  increasing  the  com- 
manders' list  would  be  simply  to  in- 
crease the  percentage  of  men  unem- 
ployed. Hon.  GenUemen,  with  very 
p«at  knowledge  of  the  Service,  will 
idn&it  that  to  allow  a  longer  period  to 
ilapse  than  at  present  between  tlio  time 
li  which  an  officer  goes  on  the  com- 
nanders'  list  and  obtain  active  cm- 
ployment,  woidd  be  a  very  great  inis- 
rortune.   At  the  present  time,  a  suffioiunt 


ai— quite    a    sufficient  interval — 
alapses  before  it  is  possible  to  employ 


officer,    and  it  will  bo  seen  tliat  if 
the  list  were  unduly  swelled  or  increased, 
then  the  delay  would  be  still  greater. 
The  addition  of  50  names  to  the  com- 
manders' list  would  postpone  the  cm- 
plojment  of  officers  now  on  the  list  fur 
upwards  of  another  year,  and  that  would 
Tcry  seriously  affect  the  efficiency  of 
those   officers.      My  hon.   and  gallant 
Friend,  in  the  course  of  his  romarkR, 
hss  referred  to  the  question  of  promo- 
tion.    I  fully  admit  that  it  would  be  ox- 
eeedinglv  desirable  that  we  should,  if 
ws  coola,   in  any  way  accelerate   pro- 
Botion.     It  is  painful  to  see  officers  of 
youth  and  vigour  expending  the  greater 
part  of  their    lives  on  the  lower   list, 
and  unable  to  find  that  employment  in 


the  Service  which  they  desire.  But  my 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend,  practically, 
answered  himself,  for  he  admitted  that 
there  must  be  four  or  five  lieutenants 
to  one  captain,  and,  under  those  circum- 
stances, would  it  be  possible  to  promote 
anything  like  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
higher  ranks  so  as  to  afford  rapid  pro- 
motion to  officers  in  the  lower  ranks  ? 
That  is  the  difficulty.  I  have  had  cal- 
culations made  lately  as  to  what  the  cost 
would  be  of  the  earlier  compulsory  re- 
tirement of  lieutenants.  The  amount 
was  so  alarming,  that  it  would  be  per- 
fectly impossible  for  the  House  to  treat 
the  matter  seriously.  By  granting  a 
retiring  allowance  at  the  age  of  35,  the 
cost  of  compulsory  retirement,  on  the 
basis  that  each  officer  so  retiring  should 
receive  a  sum  of  £180  a-year,  would  be 
£277,000,  or  an  increase,  as  compared 
with  retirement  at  the  age  of  45,  of 
£146,000  a-year.  Well,  Mr.  Raikes,  I 
am  not  bold  enough  to  enter  upon  a  pro- 
posal of  this  character,  and  I  only  state 
it  to  the  Committee,  not  because  I  ever 
seriously  entertained  it,  but  to  show  the 
difficulties  there  are  in  the  way  of  any 
scheme  of  compulsory  retirement.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  provide  not  only  for  the 
officer  who  was  retired,  but  also  for  the 
officer  who  would  come  in  to  take  his 
place.  The  greater  the  promotion  the 
greater  would  be  the  number  that  must 
be  on  the  list,  either  active  or  retired. 
Much,  therefore,  as  I  should  like  to  see 
a  more  rapid  fiow  of  promotion  and  to 
find  employment  on  the  active  list  for 
a  fcroator  number  of  officers,  yet  I  do 
nut  800  how  that  can  bo  possible  at  the 
l^rosent  time.  I  admit  that  my  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  has  mentioned  one 
or  two  points  which  require  attention. 
The  list  will  bo  blocked  either  in  this 
or  next  year,  and  it  is  a  matter  for  our 
consideration  whether  some  steps  should 
not  be  taken  to  prevent  that  block.  I 
own  I  do  not  see  at  present,  how  it  will 
bo  possible  to  reduce  it  in  respect  of  the 
officers  now  standing  for  promotion.  I 
wish  only  to  remark  this,  that  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  at  the  present 
time  the  navigating  list  is  in  excess  of 
the  number  I  estimated  to  be  sufficient 
for  the  service  of  the  country — namely, 
1,000  lieutenants.  I  wish  still  to  be 
allowed  to  reduce  the  list  of  cadets.  It 
was  estimated,  some  time  ago,  that  73 
cadets  annually  wore  necessary  to  main- 
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tain  a  list  of  1,000  lieutenants.  Some 
time  ago  I  proposed  that  there  should 
be  annually  an  entry  of  55  cadets,  so 
that  there  could  be  a  gradual  reduction 
of  the  lieutenants'  list  by  the  stoppage 
of  the  supply.  The  Accountant  General 
reports  that  an  annual  entry  of  55  cadets 
will  supply  three-fourths  of  the  waste 
upon  the  list  of  lieutenants.  It  is  pro- 
posed, therefore,  only  to  enter  that 
number.  For  that  purpose  it  will  be 
necessary  to  withdraw  some  nominations 
from  ofEcers  below  the  rank  of  flag 
officers.  A  flag  officer  will  only  receive 
one  nomination,  and  a  captain  will 
receive  none.  In  bestowing  tke  nomin- 
ations that  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
First  Lord,  it  will  bo  his  duty  most  care- 
fully to  consider  the  position  of  the 
Service.  The  application  of  a  new  rule 
as  to  the  examination  will  take  place 
in  Juno  next.  I  may  observe  that  there 
are  so  many  desirous  of  entering  the 
Service,  that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  order 
that  those  going  up  for  examination 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  try  again,  if  they 
do  not  succeed  the  first  time.  Nothing 
is  more  painful  to  me  than  to  have  to 
deal  with  this  question,  and  it  is  the 
most  disagreeable  of  my  duties,  for  the 
applications  for  the  cadetships,  are  in- 
miitely  more  numerous  than  I  have  va- 
cancies at  my  disposal.  I  have,  however 
adopted  the  rule  I  have  stated,  because 
I  thought  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the 
Service,  If  any  other  system  could  be 
devised,  I  should  be  very  glad.  I  have 
now  disposed  of  Vote  1.  1  do  not  think 
that  Vote  2  calls  for  any  special  comment; 
but  upon  Vote  3  I  will  say  a  few  words 
with  respect  to  the  observations  which 
fell  from  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the 
Member  for  Gravesend.  I  think  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  used  rather 
strong  language  with  regard  to  one  or 
two  members  of  the  CivilService,  whose 
merits  were  exceedingly  well  vindicated 
by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Pontefract.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to 
refer,  at  any  length,  to  the  services  of 
Mr.  BowseU — his  services  were  of  the 
highest  possible  value  to  the  country, 
and  he  deserved  all  he  oould 
possibly  get  from  it.  I  parted  from 
him  with  the  greatest  regret,  simply  be- 
cause it  was  necessary  for  his  health 
that  he  should  go  to  another  climate. 
With  regard  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  is 
well  known  to  the  House,  I  was  exceed- 
ingly gl&d  when  he  undertook  duties  of 
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the  highest  importaaoe  at  the  Admiralty. 
The  re-organization  of  the  Admiralty 
Department  has  now  been  carried  out, 
and  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  almost 
all  who  have  been  retired  have  left  by 
their  own  wish,  and  under  circnmstancei 
which  will,  at  all  events,  secure  them  t 
sufficient  provision  for  life.     What  we 
have  now  to  deal  with  is  the  effect  U 
this  re-organization.    In  point  of  money 
it  is  a  great  economy ;  but  the  result  is 
something  more — ^it  is  g^reat  efficiency. 
If  you  have  too  many  men,  the  work  is 
not  so  well  done  as  if  you  have  nut 
sufficient  for  what  you  require.     The 
fact  was,  that  at  the  Admiralty  there 
were  a  great  deal  too  many  men.     I 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Pontefract  will  admit  that 
this  was  so.    We  have  carried  all  these 
changes  through  with  an  absolute  saving 
of  £3,000  a^vear  at  present,  including 
the  charges  for  pensions.     Ultimately, 
the  saving  to  the  country  in  the  differ- 
ence between  the  two  rates  of  salariei 
for  the  Departments  in  London  and  at 
the  Ports,  under  the  old  and  present 
systems,  will   be  £62,795  per  annum. 
That  is,  I  think,  very  satiuactory ;  but 
when  I  am  able  to  state  that  effidency, 
as  well  as  economy,  have  been  promoted, 
I  do  not  think  the  importance  of  the  step 
can  be  overrated.     The  Bc^rt  ol  thie 
Boyal  Naval  College  will  shortly  be  liid 
upon  the  Table,  when  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  lieutenants  who  are  now  train- 
ing there  have  been  examined  by  Uni- 
versity examiners,  and  that  the  result 
was  fair.     With  regard  to  the  obsem- 
tions  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Gravosend  on  this  point,  I  do  not 
think  his  views  are  in  aooordance  with 
the  general  feeling  of  Naval  officext- 
Coming  now  to  the  Dockyard  Vote,  be- 
fore I  touch  upon  the  ship-building  pzo- 
gramme,  I  should  like  to  say  a  woxa  or 
two  upon  certain  details.    There  is  an 
apparent  reduction  in  the  number  of 
men  employed  in  the  Dockyards.   There 
is  no  such  reduction,  and  the  number  of 
men  employed  is  practically  the  same  a0 
last  year.     The  apparent  reduction  is 
caused  simply  by  tne  transfer  of  the 
Dockyard  writers  to  salaries  and  allow'* 
ances.     That  is  one  consequenoe  of  the 
re-organization.     There  is  also  an  in' 
crease  in  the  charge  for  the  Bermuda 
Dock.     That  dock  has  been  the  cause  of 
considerable  expense  during  the  last  few 
years.    The  toUd  Estimates  for  the  le- 
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pairs  of  the  do(dc  at  Bermuda  have  been 
KMnething  like  £31,543 ;  but  in  future 
:he  annual  cost  of  it  will  only  be  £3,000. 
rhe  work  has  been  done  exceedingly 
irall,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  Committee 
vill  understand  how  important  it  is  that 
this  dock  should  be  kept  in  good  con- 
iition.  I  now  oome  to  the  ship-building 
irognunme  of  the  year,  which  the  Com- 
iuttee  will  see  we  have  been  enabled 
inctioally  to  carry  out.  The  number  of 
xms  proposed  to  be  built  last  year  were 
11,673,  and  the  actual  number  amounted 
o  13,073,  so  that  we  have  really  carried 
rat  all  that  we  contemplated.  We  hare 
ilso  carried  out  the  contract  Estimates, 
lod  are  able,  for  this  year  at  all  events, 
o  MT  that  what  we  led  the  country  and 
lie  Honse  to  expect  has  been  performed. 
[  moat  at  this  point  occupy  the  attention 
)f  the  Committee  for  a  few  minutes, 
vliile  I  state  precisely  what  was  the 
position  of  the  Goyemment  with  regard 
4>  this  question  at  the  time  of  its  taking 
MIoe.  When  we  came  into  Office,  my 
Predeoessor  (Mr.  Ward  Hunt)  had  con- 
nderad  the  number  of  workmen  that 
ihonld  be  employed  in  the  Dockyards,  and 
tt  was  thought  necessary  to  maintain  a 
psaeo  estaUishment  of  no  less  than 
16,000  men,  who  were  required  on  the 
iferam.  This  number  has  been  main- 
tained sinoe  the  year  1874-5,  except 
daring  the  year  1878,  when  they  were 
twpnrnrilj  increased  by  a  considerable 
■unber,  under  the  Vote  of  Credit,^the 
mnnbor  being  raised  to  17,670,  owing  to 
Bioeptional  drcumstances  in  the  political 
atnation  of  Europe.  The  number  of 
tons'  weight  of  hull  built  in  the  year 
rhich  is  now  coming  to  a  close  was 
I8y073,  the  number  proposed  by  the  pro- 
inunme  having  been  11,672,  builders' 
Mssiumnents.  The  tons'  weight  of  hull 
to  be  built  next  year  is  the 
for  the  current  year — 11,587, 
mA  the  number  of  men  employed  in 
liip-biiilding  about  the  same — that  is  to 
My  6,600.  It  has  not  been  found  pos- 
■ble  to  proceed  as  rapidly  as  we  ex- 
~  with  some  of  the  more  important 
namely,  the  InfiexibU,  the  Jjax^ 
the  Agamimnan,  now  in  course  of 
,  owing  to  the  experiments 
aimour-plates  which  were  found  to 
Im  neeessaiy,  and  to  which  I  will  pro- 
•ntlj  TsUsr.  I  stated  to  the  House  last 
ynr  that  the  Government  had  doli- 
Mslely  delayed  the  completion  of 
tee  ^ps,  in  order  that  experiments 


might   be    made  with    the    compound 

steol  and  iron  armour  which  was  being 

at  that  time  introduced.     Very  careful 

experiments  were  being  conducted   at 

Shoeburyness,  and  I  will  now  state  the 

conclusions  that  were  arrived  at.    It  was 

found — 

"  First,  that  flat  plates  of  compound  armour 
of  12  inches  thick  are  more  effective  against 
iron  and  steel  projectiles,  fired  normally  at  high 
Telocity  from  a  9 -inch  gun,  than  plates  of  iron 
14  inches  thick.  The  advantage  still  remaining 
on  the  side  of  the  thin  plates  appears  to  me  to 
he  nut  less  than  two  inches.  But  I  propose  to 
say  that  for  flat  plates  there  is  a  p^n  or  saving 
of  weight  of  20  per  cent — that  is  to  say,  that 
against  14  inches  of  iron  weight  we  might  set 
11^  inches  of  compound  armour,  or  12  inches 
•Agtiinst  15  inches.  Second,  that  against  ohlique 
fire  there  will  remain  beyond  this  a  considerable 
advantage  in  favour  of  the  steel-faced  plates. 
Third,  that  while  the  first  made  of  the  large  turret 
plates  for  the  Injttxible  have  not  shown  so  great 
an  advantage  as  is  hero  claimed  against  normal 
fire,  their  circular  form  makes  the  advantage 
under  oblique  fire  more  important.  Fourth, 
that  our  experience  with  the  tests  for  the  turret 
plates  of  the  Injiexible  show  that  the  manufac- 
ture is  steadily  improving,  and  we  may  expect 
to  have  much  more  favourable  results  as  we  go 
on." 

This  is  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Bamaby, 
the  Director  of  Construction  ;  not  likely 
to  be  a  prejudiced  man,  and  whose 
authority,  will,  I  believe,  be  recognized 
by  every  hon.  Member  opposite.  I 
think  the  Committee  will,  therefore, 
consider  that  I  did  right  in  delaying  the 
construction  of  the  ships  in  question 
until  this  Report  was  before  me,  and 
that  it  was  necessary  to  do  so  until  the 
question  of  armour  should  be  decided. 
AVo  are  now  going  on  rapidly,  building 
with  compound  steel  and  iron  armour, 
and  we  believe  that  the  resulte  will 
fully  justify  the  delay  which  has  taken 
place.  By  contract  work,  during  the 
last  year,  we  have  constructed  31,727 
tons  weight  of  hull,  and,  therefore, 
practically,  the  proposed  amount  of  ton- 
nage has  been  built.  I  have  now  to 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  a 
question  of  considerable  importance^ 
namely,  that  of  the  arming  of  our  ships. 
Some  little  time  ago  I  was  in  communi- 
cation with  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  who  fully  recognized  the  import- 
ance and  the  necessity  of  very  carefully 
considering  this  question  of  arming  the 
larger  and  more  important  ships  now  in 
course  of  construction,  and  a  Committee 
was  appointed,  on  which  sat  two  Naval 
officers  of  great  reputation,  in  order  to 
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consider,  in  conjunction  with  officers  of 
Artillery,  the  best  form  of  g^n  to  be 
used  for  this  purpose.  A  design  was 
submitted  to  the  Committee  of  a  gun 
which  is  now  in  course  of  construction 
at  Woolwich  with  a  view  to  its  being 
tested  and  tried  for  the  arming  of  the 
ships  referred  to.  It  is  a  breech-load- 
ing gun  of  43  tons,  and  possesses 
greater  powers  of  penetration  than 
the  breech-loaders  of  the  old  type.  I 
hare  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  remarked 
that  the  Navy  is  again  coming  to  the 
adoption  of  breech-loading  guns;  but 
that  is  necessary  in  order  to  insure  the 
length  of  range,  which  cannot  otherwise 
be  obtained,  and  in  order  to  secure  a 
penetrating  power  which  will  put  us  in 
successful  competition  with  other  coun- 
tries whose  Navies  possess  breech-load- 
ing guns.  My  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  entirely  agreed  with  me  in  the 
necessity  of  entering  into  these  experi- 
ments, and  I  believe  the  result  will  be 
that  we  shall  have  a  gun  very  much 
more  powerful  and  effective  than  hi therto, 
and  that  ultimately  these  new  weapons 
will  take  the  pl£u;e  of  the  old  muzzle- 
loader.  In  addition  to  that,  the  Com- 
mittee will  inquire  into  and  test  the 
6  and  8  -  inch  breech  -  loading  guns 
which  have  been  brought  under  their 
notice;  and  I  think  it  is  possible  that 
we  may  have  to  introduce  them  in  place 
of  the  old  64-pounder8  and  of  the 
heaTier  guns  in  some  of  the  smaller 
ships.  It  is  clear  that,  under  no  circum- 
stances, can  this  country  have  in  their 
ships  weapons  inferior  to  those  which 
are  in  use  by  Foreign  Powers.  I  am 
aware  that  I  am  referring  to  an  expen- 
diture which  may  have  to  fall  heavily 
upon  the  Army  Votes  for  some  years  to 
come  ;  but  I  am  sure  that  my  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  will  not  hesitate  to 
place  in  the  Army  Estimates  such  provi- 
sions as  may  be  found  to  be  really  neces- 
sary to  maintain  the  position  of  the 
country  in  respect  both  of  weapons  and 
ships.  The  Committee  will  see  that  the 
introduction  of  these  breech-loading 
guns  suggests  also  consideration  with 
regard  to  the  type  of  our  vessels,  which 
has  also  been  very  carefully  considered ; 
and  we  accordingly  propose  to  lay  down 
one  ship,  possibly  two,  of  a  novel  type — 
that  is  to  say,  with  barbettes  instead  of 
turrets.  The  other  vessel  would  be  like 
the  Majeitie  and  Colasus,  with  a  speed  of 
14  knots,   and   armed  with  4  breech 
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loading  42-ton  g^na  in  the  turrets ;  and 
some  of  the  new  breech-loading  G-inch 
g^ns,  which  have  considerable  penetrat- 
ing power,   mounted  elsewhere.     The 
ship  of  the  new  type  will  have  two  fixed 
armour  towers,  wim  two  43-ton  breedi- 
loading  guns  revolving  within  each  of 
them,  and  a  battery  of  breech-loading 
g^ns  capable  of  pierdng  armour  betwen 
them.    That  ship  will  have  a  speed  of 
15  knots,  and  a  coal  stowage  of  1,200 
tons.      The  new  barbette  ship   would 
carry  6  armour-pierctnff  guns,  protected 
from  a  raking  fire.     She  has,  also,  an 
ample  provision  of  machine  g^ons  and  t 
torpedo  armament ;  an  increase  of  speed 
from  14  to  15  knots ;  the  buoyancy  and 
stability  secured  by  a  long  belt  of  armour 
in  the  region  of  the  water  line,  aboat 
140  to  150  feet  long,  this  protection  bj 
steel-faced  armour  being  about  equal  to 
the  corresponding   protection    by  iron 
armour  on  the  water  line  of  the  InJUxtVt. 
Provision  is  also  made  to  admit  water  to 
unarmoured    parts    above    the   below- 
water  armoured  deck  before  and  abaft 
belt,  so  that  dama«^  in  action  might  not 
put  the  ship  out  oftrim  or  make  her  nn* 
manageable.    The  cost  of  the  hull  and 
engine  will  be  about  £540,000,  being 
about  £15,000  above  the  price  pctidper 
knot  of  speed  above  the  Coloaui,    The 
coal  supply  will  be  the  same  as  the 
ColossMf  and  the  coal  endurance  will  be 
the  same  in  the  case  of  the  two  shipe  at 
the  same  speed.    In  the  barbette  ihip, 
however,   the  engines  can  exert  1,000 
horse  power  more  than  those  of  tbe 
Coloisw  :  so  that  when  they  both  steam 
at  the  rate  of  14  knots  an  hour  the 
Colossus  would  be  able  to  do  no  rnoie, 
while  the  barbette  ship  could  readi  a 
speed  of  15  knots.    There  will  also  be 
provision  made  for  stowing  more  coalt. 
The  tonnage  of  the  new  vessels  will  be 
the  same  as  that  of  the  Colosnn^  which 
is  6,150  tons,  or  probably,  by  builder'a 
measurement,  7,000.    We  shall,  there- 
fore, have  a  knot  more  speed,  wiUi  equal 
protection,  so  far  as  the  ship  is  oon* 
cemed,    with   the    barbette    tower    aa 
against  the  turret.    Many  of  mj  hon. 
and  gallant  Friends  appear  to  entertain 
some  doubt  as  to  whether  the  gona  will 
perform  their  duty  equally  well  in  a 
barbette  tower  as  in  a  turret ;  but,  I 
think,  it  will  be  found  that  there  are  ad- 
vantages to  be  gained  from  the  barbette 
plan  which  will,  on  the  whole,  outweigh 
those  of  the  turret  system.    It  ia  tme 
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that  the  men  would  be,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tenty  exposed ;  but,  seeing  that  the  gun 
will  be  a  breech-loader,  the  angle,  at 
which  it  would  be  possible  for  the 
DiAchiiie  g^ns  to  reach  the  men  within 
Qie  tower,  would  be  very  difficult  to 
attain.  Seeing  that  so  many  other 
Powers  are  constructing  barbette  ships, 
I  think  we  do  well  in  meeting  those 
veaaola  with  ships  of  the  same  character. 
It  is  clear  that  we  can  obtain  greater 
speed  from  a  barbette  ship  than  from  a 
toiret  ship.  The  proposal  is,  to  build  at 
least  one  barbette  snip,  and  probably  two, 
and  the  third  will  be  of  the  type  of  the 
CMsMtM.  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  tho 
force  and  power  of  the  CoIomks,  She  is 
a  Tessel  that  can  probably  copo  with  any 
■hip  likely  to  be  brought  in  contact  with 
her.  Now,  as  to  the  question  of  cruisers, 
which  we  hare  also  had  before  us,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  we  require  that  speed 
which  is  necessary  to  keep  the  seas,  pro- 
tact  our  commerce,  and  to  cope  with 
any  Tesaels  likely  to  be  brought  against 
ns.  I  have  been  under  the  impression 
that  we  haye  a  Navy  at  least  equal  to  the 
NnTies  of  other  nations ;  but  it  is  a  re- 
markable circumstance  that  when  I  come 
into  the  House  of  Commons  I  hear  that 
wwerj  other  country  has  ships  of  a  kind 
which  England  does  not  possess.  Ac- 
eoiding  to  the  views  of  the  hon.  and 
nllant  Member  for  Gravesend  (Captain 
Fim),  we  have  neither  ships  nor  reserves. 
All  I  can  say  is,  that  I  myself  should 
hare  regretted  if  we  had  built  much 
IJMter  than  we  have  done  during  tho 
last  16  or  20  years.  Some  ships  wore 
referred  to  just  now  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  as  being  both  costly  and  useless 
it  the  present  time,  which  have  not  been 
built  more  than  15  years.  If  we  had 
^Mnt  £15,000,000  sterling  10  years  ago 
in  building  other  ships  we  should  find 
onrselTes  at  the  present  time  in  a  very 
awkward  position.  This  is  the  cxtrenio 
difficulty  in  which  we  are  placeil ;  soienco 
IS  advancing  now  more  rapidly,  guns 
are  becoming  more  powerful,  armour  is 
increasing  in  extent  and  thickness,  and 
this  process,  going  on  step  by  step,  would 
be  sufficient  in  itself  to  render  a  vessel 
laid  down  10  years  ago  almost  obsolete 

Sthe  time  she  might  bo  completed. 
ereforOt  it  requires  the  utmost  pru- 
dence in  order  to  avoid  the  undertaking^ 
of  work  which  might  be  afterwards  fuuml 
to  be  useless  to  the  country.  I  am,  at 
all  events,  certain  that  the  cruisers  will 


be  of  the  greatest  possible  advantage  to 
the  Service,  and  we '  have  determined  to 
lay  down  three  unarmoured  vessels, 
which  are  to  be  built  by  contract,  with 
the  object  of  getting,  as  economically  as 
we  can,  a  fast  ship  that  can  be  used  for 
cruising  in  time  of  war.  For  my  own 
part,  for  such  a  purpose  I  greatly  rely 
upon  the  assistance  of  our  fast  merchant 
ships,  and  I  know  that  in  our  Merchant 
Navy  there  are  some  of  the  fastest 
vessels  in  the  world.  I  think  that  in 
time  of  war  we  should  have  no  difficulty 
in  laying  our  hands  on  1 0,  20,  or  30  of 
such  ships,  which  could  in  a  short  time 
be  rendered  as  efficient  as  need  be 
against  ordinary  shot  and  shell,  so  far 
as  their  boilers  and  engines  are  con- 
cerned. Again,  the  arming  of  these 
ships  would  offer  no  difficulty,  and  would 
bo  completed  in  a  very  short  period. 
But  I  admit  it  is  not  desirable  to  rely 
entirely  upon  our  merchant  ships;  we 
should  have  something  else  to  fall  back 
upon  in  case  of  need,  and,  therefore,  I 
propose  to  lay  down  three  fast  vessels, 
intended  to  steam  16  knots  at  full  speed 
and  with  an  average  ocean  speed  of  14 
knots,  with  coal  enough  to  carry  them 
4,000  miles  at  this  rate.  The  dimensions 
of  the  vessels  will  be  the  same  as  in  the 
cose  of  the  Iris  and  the  Mercury,  They 
will  have  the  protecting  steel  deck  over 
the  engines  and  boilers ;  but  with 
engines  of  less  power  than  the  Mercury 
and  Iriif  and  with  stowage  for  1,000 
tons  of  coal.  They  will  be  armed  with 
the  most  efficient  guns  that  we  can  se- 
cure, mounted  so  as  to  minimize  the 
number  of  men,  and  to  secure  the  best 
possible  result  for  cruising  purposes. 
And  here  I  may  remark  upon  one  fea- 
ture of  the  inventive  power  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  which  we  welcome  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction.  An  automatic  gun- 
carriage  has  recently  been  brought  under 
our  notice,  and  is  about  to  be  tried  at 
^)hoebur3'ness.  If  it  succeeds,  as  it  has 
boon  reported  to  have  succeeded  else- 
where, we  shall  be  able  to  work  a  6-inch 
breoch-louding  gun  with  from  three  to 
four  men  instead  of  1 2  or  1 3  as  are  now 
required.  Th«  Comniitteo  will  at  once 
see  that  the  fc>erviee  would  be  greatly 
strengthened  if  it  could  send  a  larger 
number  of  ships  to  noa  with  a  small 
number  of  men,  and  that  points  dire(»tly 
to  the  (lilli<ulty  under  which  our  cruisers 
now  lie.  Their  crows  are  much  too  large 
for  tho  work  they  are  capable  of  doing 


603 


Supphf — 


(COMMONS) 


Ifavy  JBUimaisi. 


604 


and  for  the  circumstances  in  wliich  they 
are  likely  to  be  placed.  From  this  cause 
alone  the  danger  of  loss  of  life  is  so  con- 
siderable that  they  have  frequently  to  be 
kept  out  of  range,  and  in  consequence 
have  been  found  unable  to  do  the  work 
assigned  to  them.  Again,  the  command- 
ing officers  are  placed  under  a  very  heavy 
responsibility  by  exposing  the  lives  of 
so  large  a  number  of  men.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  small  ship, 
with  a  powerful  armament,  and  manned 
by  a  small  crew,  would  be  extremely 
valuable  for  cruising  purposes.  The 
automatic  gun-carriage,  therefore,  if  it 
succeeds,  will  enormously  increase  the 
power  of  the  cruiser  and  make  her  much 
more  defensible,  inasmuch  as  where  we 
are  now  capable  of  manning  one  gun  we 
should  be  able  to  man  three  or  four.  I 
have  no  doubt,  that  if  thus  adapted, 
these  vessels  will  prove  most  efficient 
cruisers ;  but  the  question  is  under  con- 
sideration, and  I  have  thought  better, 
on  the  whole,  to  proceed  with  the 
vessels  I  propose  to  lay  down,  rather 
than  undertake  costly  alterations  in  con- 
nection with  vessels  of  the  class  of  the 
Ulack  Prince  and  the  Northumberland. 
No  doubt,  these  vessels  which,  from  the 
length  and  thinness  of  their  armour,  are 
no  longer  capable  of  taking  their  place  in 
line  of  battle,  might,  when  they  have  re- 
ceived new  boilers  and  compound  engines, 
be  converted  into  most  efficient  cruisers. 
All  I  can  say  now,  however,  is  that  they 
stand  over  for  further  consideration. 
With  reference  to  the  repair  of  ships,  we 
have  only  repaired  those  whoso  types 
are  considered  still  suitable  for  the  pr€^ 
sent  wants  of  the  Navy.  We  are  from 
time  to  time  considering  the  case  of  ships 
which  are  becoming  more  or  less  obso- 
lete, and  when  we  find  the  cost  of  repairs 
in  excess  of  the  probable  value  of  the 
vessels  we  hesitate  to  undertake  them. 
When  the  cost  is  not  excessive  compared 
with  their  ultimate  value,  they  are  re- 
paired, and  when  repaired  they  are  al- 
most as  good,  if  not  quite  as  good,  as 
when  first  turned  out.  The  misfortune 
is,  that  there  is  no  customer  to  take  our 
obsolete  ships.  I  should  be  exceedingly 
glad  now  to  part  with  several  vessels,  if 
I  had  the  good  fortune  to  know  whore  to 
meet  with  a  customer ;  but  however 
good  their  engines  and  boilers  may  be, 
their  only  use,  it  would  seem,  is  to  break 
them  up  for  old  iron  and  old  wood,  and 
to  sell  their  copper.      Nothing  can  be 
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more  disagreeable  than  to  see  a  Iwg« 
number  of  ships  in  oar  Dockyards,  occa- 
pying  moorings,  and  receiving  repairs  to 
a  lareer  amount  than  oould  be  repr»- 
sentea  by  their  future  value  to  the  Ser- 
vice. We  should  be  glad  to  get  rid  of 
the  expense  if  we  could  dispose  of 
them.  The  hon.  Member  for  West 
Norfolk  (Mr.  Bentinck)  has  s^ken  of 
the  grater  cost  of  building  ships  nov, 
as  compared  with  the  cost  some  yean 
ago,  and  I  quite  agree  in  his  remarks  on 
that  point.  There  is  no  comparison  be- 
tween the  cost  of  vessels  now  and  what 
it  was  10  years  ago.  The  materials  of 
which  they  are  built  are  dearer,  the 
labour  employed  in  their  construction 
is  dearer,  and  their  machinery  and  fit- 
tings are  more  costly.  The  JnJIexihUf 
for  instance,  cost  £76  per  ton,  while  the 
Sultan  only  cost  £47  per  ton.  We  ha?e 
now,  however,  come  to  the  condusion 
that  every  first-class  ship  should  have  a 
torpedo  boat  attached,  and  two  attendant 
boats.  The  torpedo  boat  would  co«t 
£5,000,  and  the  attendant  boats  would  be 
£1,850  and  £850,  so  that  this  alone  will  ! 
make  an  increase  in  the  cost  amountiof  ' 
to  £7,700.  I  only  mention  this  to  in- 
dicate the  fact  that  greater  cost  is  nov 
incurred  for  these  vessels  than  was  the 
case  a  few  years  ago.  The  Committee 
will  observe  that  we  have  made  pre- 
vision for  a  number  of  torpedo  boatif 
being  advised  it  was  necessaxy  to  in- 
crease their  number,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
supply  ultimately  a  proportion  of  two 
torpedo  boats  to  each  hrst-class  ship. 
The  ships  will  not  canr  them,  but  thej 
will  be  Kept  in  store  at  Malta  for  thenw 
of  the  Mediterranean  Squadron,  so  that 
they  can  take  them  on  board  when  re- 
quired, and  provision  will  also  be  made 
to  have  them  in  store  in  England,  so  that 
if,  unfortunately,  war  should  arise,  there 
will  be  ample  provision.  We  have,  I 
think,  acted  very  prudently  in  not  build* 
ing  these  vessels  more  rapidly  than  we 
have  done ;  as  the  torpedo  boat  of  to-day 
is  very  different  from  that  of  three  or 
four  years  ago.  It  is  more  rapid,  more 
effective,  more  seaworthy,  more  danger- 
ous for  the  enemy.  With  regard  to  our 
maritime  strength,  and  the  condition  of 
the  Navy  for  the  purposes  of  defence,  I 
do  not  at  all  undervalue  the  adverse  view 
which  has  been  expressed  of  them.  I 
know  that  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made  on  the  subject  have  been  made  with 
the  desireof  increasing  the  Naval  strength 
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f  the  eoimtry,  bnt  I  cannot  admit  that 
aeh  obserrations  are  justified  by  facts, 

8  must  be  dear  to  all  who  have  ex- 
mined  the  subject  carefully.  But, 
boaUL  the  occasion  unhappily  arise,  the 
Diintary  would  be  well  able  to  defend 
bnlf.  There  is  no  insecurity  in  our 
ontiofn,  and  there  should  be  no  feeling 
f  insecurity  as  the  result  of  these  re- 
uurks.  We  have  the  Dreadnought,  the 
Mmn,  the  Advance,  the  Serpent,  the 
VifrlNfM,  the  Sultan,  the  Hepulse,  the 
7§€m$tmii'on,  and  the  Orion,  nine  ironclads 
jaw  ready  in  our  Dockyards.  We  have, 
leddes,  uie  Inconetant,  which  has  taken 
Qme  of  the  crew  of  the  Alexandria  to 
fmha,  four  corvettes,  two  despatch 
eeaelSy  capable  of  carrying  guns,  the 
rtf  and  tne  Mercury,  four  sloops,  and 
ome  gon-boats.  But  in  addition  to 
lieae  we  have  6  turret  ships  for  har- 
•onr  defence,  12  gun-boats  for  river 
errioe,  and  25  gfun-boats  for  harbour 
errioe.  I  have  no?^  put  before  the 
knnmittee  what  our  policy  is  with  regard 

9  the  Navy.  I  tnink  I  have  indi- 
ated  that  our  policy  is  not  io  have 
be  biggest  shipi  nor  the  biggest  guns. 
^e  are  content  to  have  a  43-ton  gun 
a  the  largest  necessary.  We  pre- 
sr  two  such  guns  to  one  80-ton,  and 
re  prefSar  two  ships  carrying  four  such 
ions  to  one  ship  with  two  80-ton  guns, 
a  other  words,  we  prefer  the  smallest 
hips  we  can  find  which  shall  combine 
ffc&ection  to  their  vital  parts,  with 
peed,  which  we  consider  to  be  essential, 
ad  also  with  handiness.  It  is  not  pos- 
ndOy  however,  to  have  these  conditions 
II  small  ships.  If  you  will  have  speed, 
oa  must  have  power ;  if  you  will  have 
cotection,  you  must  have  size  in  order 
0  cany  the  necessary  weight  of  arma- 
isot;  and  if  you  will  have  coal-en- 
maaoe,  you  must  have  size.  But  our 
im  is  to  have  the  smallest  ship  that  will 
ombine  these  qualities.  Then  as  re- 
;aids  the  turret,  I  confess  I  am  inclined 
0  Tiew  it  with  a  certain  amount  of  dis- 
mst;  but  I  feel  bound  to  treat  with 
{leat  respect  the  opinion  of  those  who 
regard  the  system  with  great  affection, 
lad  consider  that  the  turret  affords  the 
Viiy  greatest  protection  to  the  men  who 
me  to  fight  the  guns ;  and  it  is,  above 
in,  those  who  have  to  fight  the  guns 
vlio  should  have  confidence  in  the  sc- 
Mrity  of  the  means  adopted  for  their 
Piotoction.  The  barbette  principle  will, 
1  bdisve,  be  found  satisfactory.     Then 


as  regards  cruisers  for  the  protection  of 
our  commerce,  we  require  speed,  and 
their  engines  and  boilers  must  be  pro- 
tected by  a  deck,  and  they  must  also 
have  coal-endurance.  They  should  be 
as  moderate  in  size  as  is  consistent  with 
the  requisite  speed,  and,  without  fixing 
any  limit,  we  think  that  speed  should  be 
equal  to  that  of  the  fastest  mercantile 
steamers  attained  under  present  arrange- 
ments, and  the  highest  speed  of  any 
other  cruiser  on  the  seas.  I  may  add 
to  what  I  have  already  said  with  regard 
to  machine-guns,  which  have  entered  so 
largely  of  late  into  discussions  on  naval 
warfare,  that  I  have  had  to  make  some 
demand  for  them  on  my  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War.  They  have  come  into  naval  warfare 
during  the  last  few  years,  and  are  most 
valuable,  and  in  fact  absolutely  neces- 
saiT,  for  defence  against  attack  of  tor- 
pedoes. These  machine-guns  are  easily 
trained,  and  they  afibrd  almost  the  only 
protection  that  is  to  be  had  against  light 
craft  stealing  quietly  alongside.  The 
demand  we  have  made  has  been  met  by 
my  right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend,  and  we 
have  furnished  ourselves  with  a  larg^ 
number  of  these  defences.  On  the  whole, 
we  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  *  *  Norden- 
feld"  is  the  best  gun  for  defence  a^inst 
the  approach  of  torpedo-boats.  With  re- 
gard to  the  tonnage  to  be  built  by  con- 
tract, it  includes  three  steam  cruisers,  a 
despatch  vessel,  eight  gun-boats,  a  sur- 
veying steamer,  and  other  vessels, 
making  altogether  about  4,000  tons. 
The  horse-power,  also  to  be  provided  by 
contract,  amounts  to  24,141.  I  do  not 
think  I  need  detain  the  Committee 
longer  on  these  Votes,  and  I  will  pro- 
ceed to  the  others  which  require  some 
explanation.  With  respect  to  Vote  8, 
I  may  say  a  Committee  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  position  of  the 
Naval  Medical  Service,  with  a  view  of 
placing  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  that 
branch  of  the  Service  in  some  relation 
to  those  of  Army  medical  officers,  which 
have  been  greatly  improved  since  the 
recent  Warrant  was  issued.  In  the 
nomination  of  that  Committee  officers 
of  all  grades  have  been  appointed.  It 
has  been  my  object  that  every  rank  of 
the  Service  should  be  represented,  in 
order  that  the  subject  might  be  tho- 
roughly investigated  in  view  of  the 
discrepancios  in  the  mode  of  treatment 
of  these  officers.     It  is  my  hope  that  in 
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this  way  the  grievances  of  which  these 
officers  have  complained  may  be  ascer- 
tained and  remedied,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  result  will  be  satisfactory  to 
the  Service  and  to  the  country.  Vote  10 
calls  for  a  few  slight  remarks.  All  I 
have  to  say  on  it  is,  that  we  have  to  ask 
for  a  large  amount  for  armour-plate  this 
year,  and  that  has  been  met  by  some 
reduction  in  steel  plate  not  so  much 
wanted.  On  the  whole,  we  have  been 
able  to  keep  down  the  Vote  without  in 
the  slightest  degree  damaging  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  Service.  Vote  1 1  calls  for 
one  remark  only,  and  that  is  with  re- 
gard to  the  Chatham  extension  and  the 
Devonport  dock.  The  Committee  will 
see  that  the  charge  for  Naval  Barracks 
has  almost  disappeared.  I  hope  that 
substantial  progress  will  be  made  this 
year ;  but  the  Committee  will  under- 
stand that  it  is  a  matter  of  extreme 
difficulty  to  settle  such  a  matter  in  the 
first  instance,  as  a  great  increase  is 
required  in  order  to  make  the  neces- 
sary provisions  for  all  the  grades 
of  officers  that  have  to  be  accom- 
modated. I  trust,  however,  the  result 
will  be  satisfactory.  With  regard  to 
Chatham  Dockyard,  I  am  glad  to  say 
we  are  approaching  the  end  of  the 
works  we  have  been  accomplishing  there, 
and  the  extension  of  Chatham  will  be 
be  completed  early  in  1881  ;  so  that  by 
the  end  of  the  year  we  trust  to  see  the 
works  completed,  with  the  exception  of 
the  removal  of  the  dam,  and  tnat  will 
be  completed  in  1882.  In  Devonport 
Dock,  the  new  large  dock  will,  I  trust, 
be  completed  towards  the  end  of  next 
year,  and  we  shall  then  be  relieved  of 
two  considerable  sources  of  expenditure, 
which  have  considerably  hampered  our 
operations.  On  the  Vote  15  there  is 
little  to  be  said.  I  am  glad  to  say  that, 
although  this  year  there  will  be  an  in- 
crease of  £3,540,  the  amounts  provided 
for  under  the  system  of  commutation 
will  begin  to  cease  in  1881-2,  when  a 
charge  of  £24,516  will  disappear.  I 
do  not  think  I  need  occupy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  longer.  Taking 
these  Estimates  all  round,  I  can  recom- 
mend them  to  the  Committee  with  con- 
fidence that,  while  they  are  peace  Esti- 
mates and  economical  Estimates,  and 
they  have  been  prepared  with  a  desire 
to  impose  as  small  a  charge  on  the 
Exchequer  as  possible,  they  are  suf- 
ficient for  the  works  which  it  is  my  duty 

Mr.  W.  JI.  Smith 


from  time  to  time  to  undertake  on  the 
part  of  this  House.     I  am  not  unmind- 
ful of   remarks   which  are  sometimea 
made,   drawing  a  comparison  between 
the  Fleet  of  this  country  and  thoee  of 
foreign  countries ;  but  I  am  still  donbt- 
ful  whether  we  should  embark  on  such 
an  ambitious  era  of  shipbuilding  as  they 
suggest,  or  whether  we  are  relatively  so 
weak  as  has  been  represented.  I  beliere 
we  have  a  sufficient  force  of  first-duB 
ships,  and  of  men  to  defend  our  inte- 
rests, if  they  should  be  attacked ;  and 
we  have  sufficient  resources  within  otu- 
selves  for  meeting  any  emergencies  thit 
may  arise.    I  do  not  think  there  will  be 
a    combination    of    European    Powers 
against  us.     I  cannot  imagine  a  state  of 
things  in  which  we  should  be  left  witli- 
out  an  allv;  though,  undoubtedly,  if  it 
did  take  place,  we  should  be  in  a  posi- 
tion that  would  involve  anxiety.    But  I 
believe  that  in  ordinary  circumstances, 
even  if  they  did  involve  the  neoessitj 
for  war,  we  should  find  we  had  ahipe  on 
which  we  might  rely,  and  men  who 
would  rise  to  their  duty,  and  give  a 
satisfactory  account  of  any  enemy  who 
might  attack  us.     For  my  own  part,  I 
rely  largely  on  the  Mercantile  Marine, 
being  satisfied  that  from  this  source  we 
can,  if  necessary,  derive  very  valuable 
assistance.     I    feel  assured    that  thej 
would  be  willing  to  enter  the  Service  u 
called  upon.    It  rests  with  themselves ; 
but  I  am  sure  we  should  have  them 
when  we  wanted  them.     I  know  it  is  the 
opinion  of  some  hon.  Gentlemen  that  we 
ought  to  subsidize  the  Mercantile  Ma- 
rine.   I  do  not  say  that  under  no  cir- 
cumstances should  a  subsidy  be  given, 
though  I  do  not  myself  believe  it  to  be 
necessary ;  but  when  we  had  subsidized 
ships  for  10,  15,  or  20  years,  and  they 
had  disappeared  as  completely  as  some 
of  our  own,  it  would  not  be  a  very  satis- 
factory result.    When,   on    the    other 
hand,  a  time  came  of  war  breaking  out, 
we   should,  I  believe,   be  able  m  24 
hours  to  lay  our  hands  on  a  sufficient 
number  of  vessels,  making,  of  course,  a 
proper  compensation  to  their  owners.    I 
do  not  think  we  should  be  in  any  better 
pecuniary  position  by  gpiving  them  10<. 
or  20«.  per  ton  per  annum.     If  we  did 
so,  I  think  we  should  find  that  when  we 
wanted  the  ships  they  would  not  be 
available.     It  is  clear  that  by  no  sub- 
sidy it  is  in  the  power  of  the  Gbvom- 
ment  to  give   would  it  be  possible  to 
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owners  to  keep  their  ships  at 
lome.  Ships  must  be  employed.  They 
ire  bmlt  for  profit  and  trade,  and  must 
K>  where  profit  and  trade  demand  that 
^ey  should  be  sent.  If  they  were  in 
ftny  foreign  port,  we  could  not  take 
tbem  under  any  circumstance ;  but  if 
they  were  in  any  colonial  port,  they 
would  be  as  available  for  us  as  if  they 
were  here,  with  or  without  any  subsidy. 
[f  the  necessity  should  arise,  I  believe 
we  should  be  able  to  find  a  sufficient 
anmber  of  ships  in  our  own  ports.  I 
un  perfectly  willing,  however,  to  con- 
sider the  whole  question,  and  to  ^ve  it 
the  attention  and  the  thought  it  de- 
lenres;  but  I  am,  at  the  same  time, 
Bore  the  shipowners  of  the  country  are 
a  patriotic  body,  and  would  be  ready  to 

S've  the  Government  any  assistance  in 
eir  power  which  might  be  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.  I  will 
QOt  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee longer.  I  only  ask  you  to  give 
OS  the  Vote  I  have  placed  in  your  hands. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
poiecC 

**  ThtX  6S,S0O  men  and  boys  be  employed  for 
the  8eft  and  Coast  Guard  Services  for  the  year 
Boding  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1881,  includ- 
ing 13,000  Royal  Alarines."— (JTr.  W,  if. 
Smith.) 

Mb.  E.  J.  BEED  said,  he  considered 
the  statement  the  Committee  had  just 
listened  to  was  a  very  satisfactory  and 
baainess-like  one,  and  one  which  ho 
could  not  help  contrasting,  for  its  quiet, 
economical,  and  moderate  character, 
with  those  which  were  delivered  by 
the  late  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 

glfr.  Ward   Hunt)   when   the    present 
oremment    took   Office.    The  speech 
whidi  they  had  just  heard  was,   sub- 
itantiaUy,  veiy  much    like  those  they 
used    to    hear    when    the   rieht    hon. 
Qentlemen    below    (Mr.  Childers    and 
Mr.   Goschen)   sat  upon  the   Treasury 
Bench.      lie    had    LsteAed  attentively 
to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down,  bearing  in 
mind  the  circumstance  that  six  years 
ago,  when  the  late  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  of  the   present  Administra- 
tion addressed  them,  they  listened  to  a 
proposition   that    was   embodied   in    a 
mottOy  and  that  was  contained  in  the 
words — •*  We  will  not  give  you  a  paper 
Fleet."     He  (Mr.Beed)  was  one  of  those 
who  always  believed  that  the  late  First 
Lotdy  in  using  those  words,  did  not  in 
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terms  accuse  his  Predecessors  of  hav- 
ing done  that.     He  did  not  say  as  much  ; 
but  he  left  the  Committee  to  draw  the 
inference.    Well,  seeing  that  the  country 
had  had  six  years  of  Conservative  ad- 
ministration of  the  Fleet,  and  that  the 
Committee  had  listened  to  such  a  speech 
from    the    right    hon.    Gentleman,   he 
thought  it  was  right  and  proper  that 
they  should  now,  with  some  little  elabora 
tion,  review  the  course  of  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  administration  of  the 
Navy,  particularly  one  branch  of  that 
Service  —  namely,   the  construction  of 
ships,  with  respect  to  which  the  present 
Administration  had  not  ceased  to  cast 
obloquy  on  their  Predecessors,   whom 
they  accused  of  all  sorts  of  shortcomings. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken   did  not  object  to  pose  outside 
of  that  House  in  the  attitude  of  a  man 
who  had  delivered  the  Navy  from  a 
state  of  great  depression,  and  given  the 
country,  instead  of  a  paper  Fleet,  a  sub- 
stantial one,  fit  for  any  service  that  might 
be  required  of  it.   He  (Mr.  Heed)  should 
be  sorry  in  any  degree  to  ally  himself  with 
persons  who  could  see  nothing  but  evil 
and   shortcomings  in    the   labours  of 
their  opponents.     On  the  contrary,  he 
was  ready  to  give  the  Government  credit 
on  two  points,  and  they  related  chiefly 
to  unarmoiired  vessels.    The  Govern- 
ment had,  by  its  own  action,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  proposals  of  the  Chiei  Con- 
structor   of  the  Navy,    stimulated    on 
various    occasions  the  manufacture  of 
mild   steel,    adapted   for     shipbuilding 
purposes,  from  which  manufacture  the 
Estimates  showed  that  gpreat  advantages 
had    resulted.      Anyone     who     would 
take  the  trouble  to  look  down  the  Navy 
Estimates    of   the  present  year  would 
find  that  for  a  given  weight  of  hull  in  a 
ship  a  very  much  larger  amount  of  of- 
fensive and  defensive  efficiency  was  to 
be  had;    and  that,  he  contended,  was 
entirely  due  to  the  encouragement  which 
this  matter  had  received  from  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  be  wished  to  give  them  all 
credit  for  it.     There  was  another  respect 
in  which  he  tliought  the  Governmenthad 
done  good  service,  and  it  was  one  in  re- 
ference to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  his  concluding  observations. 
Everj'oiie  who  knew  the  greatness  of 
our  lioyal  and  our  Mercantile   Fleets 
must  have  felt  that,  at  one  time  or  an- 
other,  it  might  be  desirable  to    mako 
the  latter  available  for  the   former  in 
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the  event  of  war.     Now,  the  present 
Board  of  Admiralty — the    good   work 
was  commenced  by  the  late  First  Lord 
(Mr.  Ward  Hunt) — the  present  Board 
of  Admiralty  did  enter  into  a  course  of 
investigation  into  the  character  of  the 
merchant  ships  of  the  country,  particu- 
larly the  leading  merchant  ships,  point- 
ing out  to  their  owners  and  builders  in 
what  respects  they  were  deficient,  chiefly 
in  regard  to  water-tight  compartments  ; 
and  they  established  a  sub-department, 
in  which  the  merchant  steam  ships  of. 
the  country  were  studied  and  recorded. 
He  believed  that  the  course  thus  taken 
by  the  Board  of  Admiralty  had,  in  many 
cases,  stimulated    substantial  improve- 
ment   in    the    construction    of    these 
vessels.     The    right    hon.     Gentleman 
the  present  First  Lord  of  the   Admi- 
ralty   had    remarked    upon    the    pro- 
priety   of     substituting    these    vessels 
for  those  which  had  formerly  been  em- 
ployed ;  but  he  (Mr.  Reed)  was  bound 
to  mention  a  grievance  which  had  been 
complained  of.     The  country  had  lately 
passed  through  a   time  when  the  Go- 
vernment had  occasion  to  hire  or  take 
up  a  great  many  vessels  for  the  Public 
Service ;  and  the  complaint  which  had 
been  made  was,  that  wnen  the  opportu- 
nity arose,  and  large  merchant  steamers 
had  to  be  taken  up,  they  gave  no  sort 
of  preference  or  consideration    to  the 
owners  of  these  vessels,  who  had  incurred 
a  large  expense  and  outlay  in  order  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  Admiralty. 
If  that  was  really  the  case,  he  thought 
the  Admiralty  were  in  some  degree  to 
blame,  because  they  had  certainly  been 
the  means  of  inducing  the  owners  of 
such  ships  to  incur  increased  expense. 
He  had  listened  with  very  great  satis- 
faction   to    the    energetic    repudiation 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gave 
to  the  statements  of  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  for  Gravesend    (Captain 
Pim)  with  regard  to   the  alleged  dis- 
graceful condition  of  our  seamen.     He 
was   not   surprised    to    hear  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  that  that  was  alto- 
gether inconsistent  with  the   informa- 
tion he  had  received,    and    with    the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  Naval  Service. 
He  (Mr.  Heed)  could  himself  mention  a 
circumstance  which  went  far  to   show 
how    entirely  without    foundation  the 
views  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
were.     He  was  lately  conversing  with  a 
distinguished  Admiral    respecting    the 
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Naval  Service ;  and  he  was  told  that  it 
was  undoubtedly  the  case  that  the  eea- 
men  of  the  Navy  had  so  much  improred, 
and  at  the  present  time  bore  so  nigh  & 
character,  that  it  was  a  question  whether 
the  Marines,  whose  duty  it  originaUj 
was  to  preserve  order  and  discipline, 
were  any  longer  required.     Now,  he 
did  not  suppose  that  there  was  any  ne- 
cessity or  desire  to  abolish  the  Marine 
Service  ;  but  the  very  fact  that  it  might 
be  abolished,. so  far  as  the  character  and 
conduct  of  the  seamen  were  concerned, 
was  a  proof  that  they  were  not  open  \a 
the  aspersions  which  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  for  Gravesend  had  caet 
upon  them.     He  might  mention  another 
circumstance.    A  gfulant  Admiral  lately 
commanding  in  the  Mediterranean  as- 
sured him  that  at  one  time,  when  he 
suggested  the  landing  of  his  seamen  in 
large  numbers  in  one  of  the  French 
ports,  the  French  Admiral  almost  thouffht 
he  was  beside  himself.      But,  neverthe- 
less, the  men  were  allowed  to  land  with- 
out any  special  orders,  precautions,  or 
limitations,  and  after  having  been  landed 
systematically  for  a  fortnight,  the  French 
Admiral  told  the  English  Admiral  that 
there  had  not  been  i£e  slightest  ground 
for  any  complaint  against  any  seaman 
of  the  British  Squa&on.     These  were 
circumstances    which   he    (Mr.    Beed) 
thought  in  themselves,  if  there  were  no 
other,  told  most  favourably  in  regard  to 
the  character  and  conduct  of  the  seamen. 
But  the  testimony  of  the  riffht  hon.  (Gen- 
tleman was  far  more  valufu>le  than  any 
which  he  (Mr.  Beed)  could  give  to  the 
Committee  upon  the  point,  and  it  went 
to  show  that  the  men  were  certainlv 
not  open  to  the  animadversions  which 
had  been  made  in  reg^ard  to  them  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Oravea- 
end.     He  ^Mr.  Beed)  also  ooncurred  in 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
in  regard  to  thie  character  of  our  officers. 
He  had  not  hesitated  in  past  times  to 
endeavour  to  enforce  in  his  place  in  that 
House  various  improvements  in  the  nay 
and  condition  of  me  engineers  and  otner 
mechanical  officers;   and  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  we  were  living  in  a 
time  when  every  possible  encouragement 
must  be  given  to  the  general  improve- 
ment of  all  classes  of  officers  of  the 
Navy.     He  was  well  aware,   and,   no 
doubt,  hon.  Members  were  well  aware, 
that  greater  demands  than  ever  were 
now    being  made  upon   the  executive 
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for  Bcientifio  and  teclmical  study 
[uirements.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
had  not  referred  to  the  matter  in 
rse  of  his  remarks ;  but  he  (Mr. 
had  heard  with  great  pleasure 
me  time  ago  the  Admiralty  had 
uraffe  to  appoint  to  study  at  the 
uoli^ge  at  (Greenwich  naval  lieu- 
i  on  rail  pay.    He  felt  that  it  was 

necessary  and  a  judicious  step. 
1  always  felt  that  while  these  de- 
on  the  officers  of  the  Navy  and 
iral  Service  generally  were  in- 
1^,  they  must  also  carefully  con- 
)w  far  they  would  check  the  entry 
era  at  the  bottom  of  the  Naval 
,  because  it  could  not  be  doubted 
iras  the  proper  policy  of  the  coun- 
id  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
nan  went  far  to  prove  it — to  keep 
18  much  as  possible,  the  nimiber  of 
f  and  to  raise,  as  much  as  they  pos- 
>uld,  the  character  and  pay  of  the 
.  In  order  to  raise  the  character 
Service,  it  was  necessary  that  they 
dae  the  rewards  and  emoluments 
Service ;  and  while  doin^  this,  and 
;  down  the  nimiber  of  the  officers 
f  they  would,  in  some  respects, 

the  pension  system.  Nothing 
e  worse  than  the  principles  upon 
hat  system  was  now  conducted. 
)  present  moment  a  sum  of 
,000  sterling  was  bein^  paid  an- 
by  the  country  out  of  Navy  Esti- 
for  Non-effective  Services;  and 
ight  it  was  the  duty  of  every  well- 

of  the  Service  to  endeavour  to 

as  far  as  possible,  the  number  of 
its  for  pensions  in  the  future.  At 
le  time,  he  wished  to  guard  him- 
ainst  being  for  a  moment  sup- 
>  encourage  anvthing  in  the  shape 
Aioe  towards  the  existing  officers 
Majesty's  Service.  Such  an  idea 
irer  entered  his  thoughts.  He 
like  now  to  turn  for  a  moment  or 

the  Shipbuilding  Vote,  on  the 
b  of  which  the  Government  based 
nriginal  propositions,  and  upon 
hey  went  about  seeking  to  estab- 
repntation.  He  would  ask  the 
ttee  to  consider  carefully  how  far, 
nx  long  years  of  their  Admin is- 
the  present  GK)vemment   had 

oat  their  proposals  not  to  give 
ntry  ships  upon  paper,  or  rather 
ceep  the  ships  of  the  country  on 
but  to  give  to  the  country  ships 
ictiTO  service.     In  discussing  this 


question,  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  expect  him  to  consider,  in 
any  degree,  anything  that  happened  under 
the  Vote  of  Credit.  He  was  one  of  those 
who  thought  that  the  Vote  of  Credit, 
placed  at  their  disposal  by  the  generosity 
of  Parliament,  enabled  tnem  to  do  much 
towards  improving  the  Service,  especially 
the  Transport  Service.  He  thou&^ht  that 
it  enablea  them  to  do  useftd  service;  but 
it  was  one  which  they  could  not  have  had 
in  view  in  1874,  when  they  declared  that 
their  policy  was  one  of  actual,  against 
paper,  ships.  Nor  was  it  necessary  to 
make  much  reference  to  ships  built  bv 
contract.  The  iron-clad  vessels  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had  con- 
structed in  private  firms  during  the 
period  they  had  been  in  Office  were 
singularly  few,  and  certainly  did  not 
entitle  the  Government  to  boast  of  their 
performances,  or  give  any  sort  of  confir- 
mation or  justification  of  the  statements 
which  they  made  on  entering  Office. 
What  the  Government  had  in  their  mind, 
and  what  the  late  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty had  in  his  mind,  and  what  the 
present  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  had 
in  his  mind,  was  that  they  would  so  em- 
ploy the  labour  of  the  Dockyards  as  to 
give  the  country  actually  finished  ships, 
and  not  ships  on  paper,  year  after  year. 
They  were  to  provide  the  coimtry  with 
ships  which  should  bo  in  a  condition  in 
which  they  could  be  made  use  of  for  the 
service  of  the  country.  Well,  when  the 
Government  came  into  Office  there  were 
in  the  course  of  building  at  the  time  six 
iron-clad  vessels — the  Superb,  afterwards 
called  the  Alexandra,  the  Temeraire,  the 
Thunderer,  the  Dreadnought,  the  Shanmrn, 
and  the  Inflexible,  These,  when  the  Gt)- 
vemment  entered  upon  Office,  were  ships 
upon  paper ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  their 
professions  to  the  House  and  the  coimtry, 
it  was  their  duty  to  get  them  off  the 
Paper  as  soon  as  possible,  complete  and 
finished,  and  ready  for  the  service  of  the 
State.  Six  years  had  now  rolled  away, 
and  they  had  been  successful  in  getting 
five  out  of  the  six  ready  for  sea  and 
afloat .  One  of  the  six — the  Inflexible — had 
taken  the  whole  period  of  their  Adminis- 
tration, and  was  so  far  unfinished  at  the 
present  moment  that  she  appeared  in 
the  present  Estimates,  and  a  considerable 
sum  was  asked  for  her  completion.  He 
now  proposed  to  tell  the  Committee,  if  he 
might  bo  allowed,  under  what  conditions 
Her  Majesty's  Gk)vomment  had  finished 
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the  five  ships  initiated  by  their  Prede- 
cessors. He  could  not  help  thinking 
that  for  a  Board  of  Admiralty,  with 
great  intentions  and  resources,  and  with 
£10,000,000  a-year  voted  for  the  Naval 
Service;  it  was  not  a  very  great  thins  to 
have  got  five  ships  finished  which  their 
Predecessors  had  begun,  and  some  of 
which  their  Predecessors  had  advanced 
almost  to  completion.  He  wished  to  in- 
quire now  how  it  was  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  performed  this  great  task  ? 
He  believed  he  should  be  able  to 
show  fully  how  they  did  it.  He  would 
take  the  ships  in  the  order  in  which  he 
had  just  mentioned  them,  and  point  out 
what  had  been  done  in  regard  to  each. 
The  Alexandra,  as  he  would  call  her, 
wasjput  before  the  House  on  the  entrance 
of  H!^r  Majesty's  Government  into  Office. 
In  passing,  he  might  remark  that  al- 
though he  was  about  to  give  the  fig^es 
of  1874-5,  it  was  not  open  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  say  that  he  was 
^ving  the  figures  of  their  Predecessors, 
because,  in  the  following  year,  they  put 
forward  the  same  figures,  after  a  year's 
tenure  of  Office,  with  one  or  two  slight 
exceptions,  which  he  was  sure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  was 
not  small-minded  enough  to  claim,  for 
the  purposes  of  a  comparison  like  this. 
The  Alexandra,  they  were  told  by  the 
Government,  was  to  be  completed 
for  £113,660  for  labour  only.  In 
the  course  of  years  the  Government  were 
successful  in  their  endeavours,  and  did 
complete  her;  but  for  a  cost  which  was  in 
excess  of  the  original  Estimate  by  the 
sum  of  £25,000.  The  Temeraire  was 
also  finished,  and  had  only  a  small  ex- 
cess upon  her,  which  was  scarcely  worth 
mention— a  sum  of  £6,233.  The  Thun- 
derer was  nearly  finished  when  the  GK>- 
yemment  entered  upon  Office.  There 
was  only  £13,000  to  spend  upon  her; 
but  they  spent  £11,700  upon  her  be- 
sides, and  then  finished  her.  The 
JOreadnaught  was  to  be  completed  for 
£70,000.  They  spent  all  that  money 
upon  her,  and  £88,000  besides,  before 
she  was  finished.  In  the  case  of  the 
Shannon  they  were  to  finish  her  for 
£73,000,  and  they  spent  upon  her 
£83,000.  The  InfiexihU  was  the  last 
ship.  When  they  came  into  Office  six 
years  ago  this  ship  had  been  commenced. 
They  were  now  going  out  of  Parlia- 
ment— he  did  not  say  that  they  were 
going  out  of  Office — for  he  was  not  one 
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of  those  who  were  sangaine  enough  to 
suppose  that ;  but,  at  any  rate,  they  had 
spent  the  whole  six  years  of  their  ad- 
ministration over  the  InflsxihU,  and  they 
now  came  down  to  the  House  this  year 
and  told  the  Committee  that  this  won- 
derful vessel  was  not  yet  complete,  and 
that  they  would  want  an  additional  sum 
of  £25,000  this  year  for  labour  to  finish 
her.  Hon.  Members  would  bear  in  mind 
that  she  was  begun  when  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  him  were  in  Office, 
and  that  she  had  been  a  paper  ship  ever 
since.  It  was  said  that  this  additional 
sum  would  complete  her,  if  the  Boaid 
of  Admiralty  were  so  fortunate  as  not  to 
have  any  more  new  inyentions  put  be- 
fore them — for  that  was  what  seemed  to 
bother  them  more  than  an3rthiiif  else. 
New  inyentions  were  at  the  Sottom 
of  the  whole  matter.  Somebody  in- 
vented a  new  armour  plate,  and  imme- 
diately the  Admiralty  stopped  all  their 
ships.  They  had  kept  the  InflexibU  on 
paper  for  all  these  years;  and  when  they 
finished  her,  if  they  were  fortanate 
enough  to  do  so  without  further  delay, 
instead  of  the  £125,000  she  was  esti- 
mated to  cost  originally  for  labour,  the 
Government  would  naye  expended 
£106,000  besides  for  labour  only^that 
was  to  say,  £231,000,  or,  strictly  speak- 
ing, nearly  £232,000  in  all.  That  was  the 
sum  she  would  have  cost,  instead  of  the 
£125,000  which  was  down  for  her  when 
the  Government  first  oame  into  Offioe. 
Why  had  this  gone  on  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  told  the  House,  without  a  Unsh 
as  far  as  he  (Mr.  Beed)  oould  perodye, 
that  it  was  a  deliberate  act  on  his  part  to 
stop  iheAjax  andthe^yamMmoM,  because 
somebody  had  suggested  improyements. 
The  right  hon.  GenUeman  said  it  was  by 
his  own  deliberate  aot  that  these  ships 
had  been  stopped,  and  that  thej  had  been 
kept  ships  upon  paper.  It  was  the  re- 
sult of  the  right  hon.  Genfleman's  own 
action  in  accordance  with  his  own  judg- 
ment; and  if  the  same  kind  of  judnnent 
was  still  to  have  sway,  heaven  onlyknew 
when  the  country  would  get  any  move 
ships,  because  improvements  were  always 
going  on.  That  was  the  curious  history 
of  the  InflexibU.  In  Mueh,  1874,  she 
had  been  begun,  and  £14,000  was  then 
spent  upon  her.  It  was  then  estimated 
that  she  would  cost  £125,000  for  labour 
before  she  was  completed.  In  Match, 
1878,  the  ship  had  been  four  years  in 
progress.    Alt  the  £125,000  had  been 
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spent,  and  £12,000  besides.    Then  the 
Croyemment  came  down,  and  in  1878-9 
asked  the  House  to  give  them  £37,000 
more  to  go  on  with.    With  that  libo- 
ralitj  which  never  failed,  the  House  of 
Oommons  gave  it  to  them,  and  they 
came  next  year — ^last  year — and  asked 
for  £33,682  more,  and  they  got  it,  as 
they  were  sure  to  do.     Now  they  came 
down  this  year  and  asked  for  £25,700 
more,  and  were  good  enough  to  tell  the 
Committee  that  if  they  granted  that  sum 
then,  indeed,  they  would  at  last  get  this 
Inflexible  off  the  paper ;  but  the  process 
would  have  absorbed  the  existence  of  an 
entire  Parliament,  and  they  had  not  yet 
completed  it.    It  might  be  said — but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  too  candid  and 
too  honourable  to  say  so — ^that  the  Go- 
Tomment    might    have  had  particular 
difficulties  with  the  ships  which    they 
had  inherited  from  their  Predecessors. 
He  would,  therefore,  endeavour  to  as- 
certain what  had  been  the  case  with 
their  own  ships,  and  what  wore  their 
own  proposals.     If  his  judgment  was 
not  at  fault,  he  believed  he  should  be 
able  to  show  that  the  Government  had 
been  during  the  six  years  of  their  Ofhco, 
and  promised  to  be  if  they  were  allowed 
to  ffo  on  in  the  same  career,  the  greatest 
and  most  strenuous  advocates  of  paper 
ships  that  ever  existed.  He  would,  in  the 
first  instance,  call  attention  to  their  pro- 
posals.  In  March,  1876,  four  years  ago, 
the  Agamemnon  was  begun.     This  was  a 
ship  which    the  Predecessors   of    Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with,  and  it  was  a  ship  which 
he  himself  had  not  been  able  to  admire. 
It  was  entirely  their  own,  and  they  had 
now  been  four  mortal  years  in  building 
the  Agamemnon.    It  was  one  of  those 
ships  in  reference  to  which   the   right 
hon.    Gentleman   almost   boasted    that 
he  had  not  built  her.     Before  he  pro- 
ceeded farther,  he  (Mr.  Reed)  should  like 
for  a  moment  to  close  with  that  argu- 
ment.    Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
suppose  that  he  lived  in  any  special 
period  of  change  ?  Did  he  not  know  that 
nis  Predecessors  had  to  administer  the 
Navy  ander  circumstances  of  gpreat  and 
constant  change  and  novelty  of  inven- 
tions?    If  he  £d  not,  let  him  turn  round 
and  ask  the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Ad- 
miral   behind   him    (Sir    John    Hay), 
who    was    well    acquainted    with    the 
Mctical  diflSioulties  of   iron-clad  ship- 
Doilding   from    the    first,   and  by  his 


labour  and    skill   had  endeavoured  to 
meet  them.     Was  it  not  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  preferred  to  consider  any- 
body's invention  rather  than  fulfil  the 
obligations  he  placed  himself  under  when 
he  took  OfEce,  and  the  professions  that 
he  made  to  the  public  on  the  part  of  a 
Ministry,  who,  aoove  all  things,  would 
give  the  country  actual  ships,  and  not 
paper  ships,  for  the  money  voted  ?  What 
had  happened  with  regard  to  the  Ay  a- 
memnon  ?   She  had  been  four  years  in  pro- 
gress when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  came 
to  the  House  again,  and  asked  for  a  large 
sum  for  the  present  year  to  spend  upon 
her.     And  then  he  had  the  candour  to 
tell  the  Committee  that  if  they  granted 
him  that  sum  they  would  actually  have 
advanced  this  ship,  after  &vg  years*  work 
upon  her,  to  the  position  of  throe-fourths 
of  her  construction,  and  that  was  to  be 
the  case  next  year — 1881.     If  the  Com- 
mittee granted  the  Admiralty  what  they 
now  asked  for,  she  would  then  be  brought 
up  to  three-fourths  of  her  construction. 
Now,  let  any  hon.  Member  take  a  peucQ 
and  a  piece  of  paper,  and  calculate  if  it 
took  five  years  to  build  three-fourths  of 
a  ship,  how  long  would  it  take  to  build 
the  whole  of  it.     Ho  had  made  the  cal- 
culation himself,  and  he  found  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  proposed  to  com- 
plete the  Agamemnon  in  Januarj',  1883, 
or  nearly  seven  years  after  her  com- 
mencement.    And  this  was  to   be  the 
operation  of  an  Admiralty,  which,  above 
all  things,  was  to  give  the  country  real 
serviceable  ships,    and  not  ships   upon 
paper.     At  present  the  Agamemnon  was 
worthless,  because  she  was  only  a  ship 
upon  paper.  Tlie  real  fact  was  this — that 
if  another  war  should  arise  in  1880,  1881, 
or  1882,  the  Administration  would  have 
been  in  power  for  several  years,  would 
have  made  use  of  the  whole  resources  of 
Her  Majesty's  Dockyards,  and  have  spout 
all  the  money  allowed  to  them,  and  yet 
would  never  have  ])uilt  one  single  ship 
for  the  Naval  Service  of  their  own  initia- 
tion.    [An  hon.   Member  :    These  are 
iron-clad  ships.]     Ho  meant  iron-clad ». 
He  was   speaking  entirely  of  armour- 
clad  ships.     Then  there  was  another  ship 
— the  Ajax,     That  ship  was  begun  with 
the  Agamemnon,  or  at  about  the  same 
time  ;  and  the  case  was  even  worse  with 
her.     They  were  told  that  if  they  gave 
the   Government    all  the    money    they 
asked  for  this  year  for  the  Ajax  she 
would    be  advanced    to    70-100th8  or 
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less  than  three-fourths  of  her  full  con- 
etruction  by  next  year.  By  the  simple 
calculation  he  had  made  before  the 
ship  would  be  finished  in  May,  1883 ; 
and  this  was  the  second  ship  initiated  by 
this  Conservative  Administration,  who 
came  into  Office  to  show  the  folly  the 
Liberals  had  been  guilty  of,  and  how  they 
had  lingered  over  their  ships,  and  kept 
them  on  paper  for  so  long  a  time.  He 
could  certainly  find  nothing  to  match  this 
in  the  annals  of  the  Predecessors  of  the 
present  Government.  He  was  only  seven 
years  in  the  service  of  the  Admiralty, 
from  the  day  he  entered  it  until  he  left  it, 
and  before  he  left  it  ships  had  been  built 
from  his  design,  sent  to  sea,  returned 
home,  and  been  paid  off  during  that 
time.  And  yet  they  were  to  be  told  by 
this  Administration,  who  held  themselves 
out  to  the  country  as  peculiarly  capable 
in  the  construction  of  ships,  that  if  they 
would  allow  them  to  go  on  for  nine  years 
and  a-half  they  would  then  have  given 
to  the  country  two  ships,  all  formed  out 
of  their  own  mind  and  conceived  by 
themselves  alone.  He  failed  to  see  that 
things  had  got  much  better.  As  he 
went  on  and  exhausted  the  roll,  it  would 
be  seen  that  things  did  not  improve. 
The  next  vessel  on  the  list  was  the  little 
ship  at  Chatham — the  Conqueror,  It 
was  a  comparatively  small  vessel.  It 
had  been  on  hand  all  the  last  year ;  and 
they  were  told  in  the  Estimates  that  if 
they  voted  the  money  the  Government 
asked  for,  then  this  remarkable  result 
would  take  place.  The  Conqueror,  as  he 
had  said,  was  comparatively  a  small  ves- 
sel, nothing  near  so  large  as  the  others ; 
but  if  Parliament  voted  them  the  money 
they  asked  for  they  were  told  that  by 
the  end  of  the  coming  financial  year, 
after  having  been  two  years  at  work- 
upon  her,  and  having  had  as  much  money 
as  they  had  asked  for  to  expend  upon 
her,  she  would  be  in  the  extraordinary 
position  of  being  four-tenths  built,  or  less 
than  half  built,  after  two  years.  And 
yet  they  were  told  that  this  Admiralty, 
this  energetic  Admiralty,  who  had  so 
much  aversion  to  ships  on  paper,  actually 
proposed  to  take  five  years  in  building 
a  little  ship  like  the  Conqueror.  Surely, 
if  they  were  to  make  any  progress  at  all, 
they  must  stir  the  Admiralty  up.  After 
what  they  had  heard  to-night,  and  after 
the  universal  sentiment  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  in  favour  of  more  ship- 
building and  more  rapid  shipbuilding, 

Mr.  E.  J.  Re$d 


he  certainly  was  bound  to  say  that,  in- 
stead of  being  better  than  a  liberal 
Administration,  they  had    been   much 
worse ;  and,  in  the  case  of  their  Liberal 
Predecessors,    the    latter  never   talked 
about  what  they  intended  to  do  and  made 
no  professions.     Then,  again,  there  was 
the  Polyphemus.    The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  told  them  the  Polyphemui  was 
an  experimental  ship.     No  doubt,  she 
was ;  from  all  he  knew  of  her.     But  she 
was  a  very  small  ship,  of  some  1,600 
tons ;  and  any  private  firm  might  build 
her  in  18  months,  or,  at  the  outside,  in 
two  years.    But  they  were  told  that  this 
ship  was  not  to  be  advanced  in  anvthing 
like  that  way ;  but  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  having  been  already  two  years 
in  progress;   she  was  to  be   90-10(Hh8 
built  in  March  next  year,  taking  four 
years  to  build  altogether  after  her  ini- 
tiation.     Thus,  in  three  or  four  years, 
they  would  only  have  been  able  to  turn 
out  this  one  wretched  ship.   Then  there 
were  two  other  ships  which  were  really 
worse  than  the  first  as  regarded  progress. 
What  were  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  Colosius  f    He 
was  not  going  into  the  question  of  the 
ship,  but  would  only  say  that  there  was 
nothing  that  they  knew  of  to  prevent 
the  work  upon  it  going  forwara  at  the 
rate  of  progress  which  it  was  making, 
and  was  to  make,  this  year.     According 
to  the  Estimates,  it  would  occupy  five 
years  and  eight  montiis,  or  nearly  dx 
years,  in  construction.     With  regard  to 
the  MajestiOf  according  to  the  rate  of 
progress  promised  upon  her,  she  would 
be  built  in  about    six   years   and   10 
months.    He  could  not  imagine  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  had  ever  looked  into  these 
facts  and  figures,  when  he  put  before  the 
Committee  the  proposal  to  occupy  five,  six, 
and  seven  years  in  building  single  ships. 
Everybody  must  know  that  it  was  &e 
most  miserable   and  wanton  waste  of 
public  money  to  delay  the  building  of 
war  ships  for  that  number  of  yearsTThe 
result  would  be  this — that  uie  present 
Administration,  if  it  remained  in  Office, 
would  not,  for  years  to  come,  have  put 
a  single  ship  of  their  own  design  into  the 
service  of  the  country.     He  was  bound 
to  say  that  these  Estimates  ought  not, 
in  his  opinion,  to  be  passed,  and  that  the 
Committee  should  not  accede  for  a  single 
moment  to  the  proposals  of  the  GK>yeiii- 
ment  for  laying  down  other  ships  when 
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;tle  progress  was  made.  The  right 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
iralty  had  observed  that  they  might 
ratulate  themselves  in  not  having  to 
.own  many  new  ships,  because  there 
80  many  changes  continually  taking 
I  that  they  could  not  tell  that  vessels 
d  remain  satisfactory.  The  work 
ships  ought  to  be  done  with  the 
^est  possible  despatch,  and  the  Go- 
nent  ousht  not  to  begin  other  ships 
•e  oompleting  those  they  had  laid 
I.  The  present  Administration  had 
g^ht  the  country  to  this — that,  having 
jied  all  the  money  they  demanded 
le  Navy,  they  had,  during  their  term 
Bee,  completed  four  iron-clads  which 

Predecessors  had  begun.  He 
dthat  that  consideration  would  have 
•  weight  with  the  Admiralty.  He 
not  sufficiently  a  Party  man  to  en- 
our,  even  for  a  single  moment,  to 
)  an  observation  for  the  purpose  of 
sedating  the  Admiralty ;  but  he 
id  earnestly  press  upon  them  to  take 
noompleto  ships  off  paper  only,  and 
9  them  fit  for  the  service  of  the 
try.  It  had  been  said  that  they 
;  proceed  slowly  with  constructing 
» vessels  on  account  of  the  numer- 
•hanffes  that  were  continually  being 
:eeted.  If  this  line  were  to  bo 
ited,  they  might  go  on  delaying  from 
to  year,  and  when  the  day  of  action 
»9  the  nation  would  find  the  First 
I  of  the  Admiralty's  sliips  in  the 
io  Dockyards  calmly  awaiting  the 
suggested  change.  Ho  objected  to 
more  keels  being  laid  down,  as  pro* 
ly  untU  the  sliips  so  loft  on  the 
IB  were  completed,  and  until  the 
t  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
Admiralty  had  formed  some  definite 
as  to  what  the  new  ships  wore  to  bo 

If  he  waited  until  he  got  a  design 
scthr  free  from  objection  the  country 
id  dearly  regret  the  delay,  as  changes 
Id  be  continually  proposed,  lie, 
9Ter,  felt  the  gprcatest  relief  at  the 
ments  that  the  ships  in  contompla- 
had  not  that  special  quality  of  the 
t%hU  which  filled  him  with  alanii. 
r  the  debates  and  the  inquiry  which 
been  held  the  Inflexible  had  been 
BBsely  improved ;  nor  did  he  deny 
in  lome  particular  instances,  where 
\  cmcial  point  recognized  by  most 
minded  men  was  to  bo  decided, 
f  was  not  only  excusable,  but  in- 
J>Ie.     With  regard  to  the  Inflexible, 


AjaXy  and  Agatnemnon,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty must  be  aware  that  the  whole 
essence  of  the  controversy  was  that  the 
battery  was  too  much  restricted  in 
length,  and  that  the  remedy  for  it  was  an 
increase  in  the  length  of  the  battery,  the 
whole  question  being  one  of  proportion. 
He  did  not,  however,  wish  to  go  into 
that  matter.  He  trusted  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  not  put  the  House 
in  the  unfortunate  position  of  having  to 
check  him  from  running  dangerous 
risks,  as  would  be  done  if  the  Inflexible 
style  of  construction  were  persisted  in. 
The  Government  must  be  aware  that  if 
a  battery  of  100  feet  would  not  be  safe, 
while  one  of  1 1 0  would  be,  the  former 
ought  not  to  bo  adopted.  At  present, 
they  could  not  tell  how  far  the  Colossus 
and  the  Majestic  would  be  built  in  the 
right  way.  He  had'oxamined  them,  and 
they  certainly  were  most  magnificent 
and  most  beautiful  vessels,  and  wore 
justly  deserving  of  admiration.  He 
should  be  sorry  to  say  anything  cal- 
culated to  bring  them  into  doubt  in  other 
respects.  He  had  been  told,  by  those 
who  ought  to  know  about  them,  that  they 
were  much  less  open  to  objection  than 
the  Inflexible,  On  the  whole,  he  thouglit 
it  was  clear  that  the  Government  had  not 
fulfilled  its  obligations  in  respect  of 
giving  the  country  a  real  Fleet  and  not 
one  on  paper.  It  was  now  going  back 
to  be  judged  by  the  country  for  its  pro- 
posals, and  its  non-fulfilment  of  tliom. 
The  occupants  of  the  Treasury  Bench  had 
never  been  weary  of  telling  the  coun- 
try how  specially  fitted  they  were  as  an 
Administration — and  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  in  particular — for  dealing  with 
such  matters  as  these.  He  (Mr.  Eoed)  had 
shown  how  they  had  dealt  with  them.  In 
conclusion,  he  would  ask,  what  would  bo 
the  position  of  a  Conservative  Government 
supposing,  what  was  a  very  reasonable 
supposition,  that  war  should  break  out  in 
one,  two,  or  three  years  ?  Such  a  junc- 
ture would  find  the  Governniont,  in  some 
portion  of  the  seven,  eight,  or  nine 
years  they  had  been  and  were  taking  to 
build  the  war  vessels  of  the  country, 
still  spending  millions  of  money,  with 
the  result  that  they  had  not  even  in  that 
time  succeeded  in  completing  a  single 
iron-clad  of  their  own  design. 

Captain  FKICK  said,  that  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  say  a  few  words  upon  this  Hub- 
ject,  because  he  felt  that  the  NavyEsti* 
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mates  were  being  passed  at  a  very  criti- 
cal period.  In  tlie  earlier  part  of  the 
evening,  reference  had  been  made  by 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Gravesend  (Captain  Pim)  to 
the  state  of  the  discipline  that  existed  in 
the  Navy.  He  thought  he  would  be  in 
Order  in  mentioning  the  matter,  as  it  had 
already  been  referred  to  in  Committee. 
So  far  ashe knew — and  he  had  made  it  his 
duty  to  inquire  into  matters  of  discipline 
in  the  Navy — he  was  of  opinion  that,  in 
that  respect,  the  Navy  was  never  in  a 
more  satisfactory  state  than  at  present. 
He  thought  that  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  had  been  led  away  by  the.Retum 
which  had  been  issued  of  late  years, 
giving  the  number  of  summary  punish- 
ments in  the  Navy.  All  punishments 
now  inflicted  on  board  ship  were  obliged 
to  be  entered  in  a  book,  and  returned  to 
that  House  in  the"  form  to  which  his 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  had  alluded. 
Speaking  of  the  reduction  in  the  Fleet, 
it  seemed  to  him  that  there  was  to  be  a 
reduction  in  the  personnel  of  the  Navy. 
They  were  to  have  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion in  the  Marines.  [Mr.W.  H.  Smith  : 
The  reduction  was  made  last  year.]  He 
(Captain  Price)  imderstood  there  was  a 
still  further  reduction.  They  were  asked 
to  pass  a  Vote  for  13,000  men,  which,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  had  stated,  was  the 
same  as  was  voted  last  year.  But,  on 
page  178  in  the  Appendix,  they  would 
find  that  there  was  an  abatement  of  250 
men ;  and  it  seemed  to  him,  therefore, 
that  they  were  to  be  asked  to  pay 
£422,000,  and,  nevertheless,  have  the 
total  of  13,000  men  reduced  by  250  men. 
But,  besides  the  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  Marines,  there  was  a  considerable 
reduction  in  the  Coastguard.  He  could 
not  understand  why  that  reduction  was 
to  be  made,  in  the  fajce  of  the  Beport  of 
the  responsible  advisers  to  the  Ad- 
miralty. Admiral  Phillimore,  in  his  Re- 
X>ort,  recommended  that  the  Coastguard 
should  be  kept  up  to  5,000  men.  That 
number  was  to  be  reduced;  and  upon 
whose  advice  he  could  not  understand. 
The  nxmiber  of  pensioners,  he  was  glad 
to  see,  had,  however,  been  slightly  in- 
creased ;  but  there  were  very  small  in- 
ducements offered  to  the  pensioners  in 
the  Beserve  to  come  forward  and  drill 
at  stated  times.  With  regard  to  the 
armament  of  the  Fleet,  events  had  lately 
occurred   which    must  have  cast  some 

Captain  Price 


doubts  upon  our  Artillery.    The  large 
gun,  upon  a  vessel  caUed  the  Duilioy  mA 
lately  burst ;  and  he  was  very  glad  to 
hear  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  that  at  last 
he  had  consented  to  the  introduction  of 
breech-loaders  into  the  Navy,  and  that 
he  had  appointed  officers  to  see  the  proper 
experiments  carried  out.    The  other  day 
it  was  stated  bv  the  War  Department 
that  the  Navy  had  resisted  the  use  of 
breech-loaders ;  he  had  never  heard  that 
observation  made  before,  and  he  felt 
bound  to  dispute  it.    It  was  not  the  fact 
that  there  had  been  any  dislike  in  tlie 
Navy  to  the    use  of  breech  -  loading 
ordnance.     Many  years  ago,  when  the 
Armstrong  breech-loaders  were  first  in- 
troduced, several  of  those  guns  bailed, 
especially  in  action  ;    and  some  naral 
officers  sent  home  very  adverse  Beporta 
as  to  their  use.     Since  4hat  time,  how- 
ever, breech-loaders  had  been  invented 
which  were  fully  capable  of  piercing 
armour-plates,   and    even    much   more 
capable    of    doing    so     than    muzzle- 
loaders  ;  and  he  was  not  aware  that  any 
naval  officer  at  the  present  day  objected 
to  the  use  of  modem   breech-loaders. 
It  might  be  that  the  authcnitiea  at  the 
Admiralty  had  some  time  ago  set  their 
face  against  breech-loaders  ;   but  thej 
spoke,  not  with  the  voice  of  the  Navj, 
but  of  the  Treasury.     He  was  sorry  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  was  not  pre- 
sent, or  he  would  have  challenged  him 
to  say  that  the  Navy  had  ever  offered 
any  objection  to  a  breech-loading  gim 
which  had  been  found  to  do  its  work. 
Coming  to  the  shipbuilding  topic,  the 
hon.  Member  for  Pembroke  had  stated  a 
good  deal  with  which  he  must  say  he 
a^eed ;   but  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
given  rather  a  Party  complexion  to  what 
ho  had  stated.   He  quite  ag^reed  with  him 
that  the  Fleet  was  not  what  it  ought  to  be 
in  numbers ;  but  when  his  hon.  Friend 
compared  what  had  been  done  during 
the  last  five  years  with  what  had  been 
done  in  the  course  of  the  five  years  pre- 
viously he  did  not  think  that  he  plaeed 
a  fair  statement  before  the  Committee. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  complained  that  in 
1874  the  Fleet  was  spoken  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers upon  this  side  of  the  Hoose  as 
a  paper  Fleet,  and  had  said  that,  during 
the  six  years  of  the  present  Administra- 
tion, nothing  had  been  done  to  make  the 
Fleet  anything  more  than  a  paper  Fleet, 
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and  that  it  was,  in  fact,  just  as  mucli  a 
Fleet  npon  paper  as  tbat  of  the  late  Ad- 
ministration. That  assertion  he  must 
entirely  dispute.  Statistics  had  been 
g^Ten  by  the  hon.  Member  with  regard 
to  the  number  of  ships  that  had  been 
bnildinff  during  the  last  five  or  six  years. 
It  shomd  be  recollected,  however,  that, 
In  calling  the  Fleet  of  their  Predecessors 
a  paper  fleet,  they  were  alluding  to  the 
number  of  ships  which  had  been  allowed 
to  faXL  into  decay,  and  to  become  useless 
for  sexrice,  although  still  permitted  to 
appear  on  The  Navy  List,  The  best  way 
of  dealing  with  the  question  was  to  look 
at  the  actual  state  of  the  case  at  the 
present  moment.  It  was  no  use  to  quote 
figpares  as  to  the  number  of  ships  now 
building,  and  the  promised  advances  to 
be  made  in  them  ;  but  it  was  necessary 
to  look  at  the  actual  results  of  the  case. 
In  1870  there  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
lato  Administration  a  magnificent  Fleet 
of  40  iron-clads,  fit  for  service.  But  in 
January,  1874,  there  were  only  16 
armoured  ships  in  g^ood  condition,  and 
6  in  fair  condition.  That  was  a  very 
oonsiderable  reduction.  Not  only  this, 
but  there  were,  at  the  latter  date,  only 
2  armoured  ships  under  repair,  while  no 
less  than  14  required  repairs,  and  for 
which  no  provision  had  been  made  by 
the  Oovemment  of  the  day.  Taking, 
then,  a  comparison  of  those  figures  with 
those  contained  in  the  Betum  of  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Stamford  (Sir  John  Hay),  it  would  be 
seen  that  on  January  the  dOth,  1879, 
there  were  25  armoured  ships  in  good 
sondition,  against  the  16  of  1874,  or  an 
ocrease  of  50  per  cent.  There  were 
Jeo  9  armoured  ships  in  fair  condition, 
IS  against  6  in  1874,  which  was  also  an 
aereaae  of  50  per  cent.  In  1879,  al- 
hooffh  there  was  that  increase  in  the 
Lumber  of  efficient  vessels,  there  were 
inlv  3  armoured  ships  requiring  repair, 
Old  for  which  no  provision  had  been 
oade,  as  against  the  14  left  in  similar 
ondition  by  the  previous  Government. 
So  thought  that  was  the  way  in  which 
;1iia  question  ought  to  be  looked  at.  In 
meaking,  therefore,  of  the  shi2)s  of  their 
Predecessors  as  a  paper  Fleet,  they  were 
act  referring  only  to  the  number  of  ships 
built,  but  to  all  which  were  fit  for  sea. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  iron-clads  at 
the  present  day  took  a  very  long  time  to 
build ;  and  it  was  the  object  of  tlio  pre- 
sent Ooremment,  besides  building  fur- 


ther vessels,  to  prevent- those  already  in 
use  falling  out  of  repair,  and  becoming 
unfit  for  the  service  of  the  country. 
The  remarks  which  he  had  made  were 
caused  by  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
^[cmbor  for  Pembroke,  who,  it  seemed 
to  him,  had  certainly  made  a  Party 
speech,  and  he  had  felt  himself  bound 
to  answer  him  in  the  same  way.  But 
after  having  said  that  he  was  bound  to 
admit  that  he  did  not  consider  that  the 
Fleet  was  at  present  what  it  ought  to  be 
in  point  of  numbers,  the  hon.  Member 
for  Pembroke  had  made  one  or  two 
apposite  remarks  about  the  various  ex- 
cuses which  were  made  for  the  delay  in 
the  progress  of  shipbuilding.  He  had 
pointed  out  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  had  made  the  ex- 
cuses which  he  had  brought  forward  on 
that  occasion  at  previous  times — namely, 
that  shipbuilding  was  in  a  transition 
state.  They  all  knew  that  alterations  in 
these  days  were  very  rapid  ;  but  war  was 
a  great  deal  more  rapid,  and  they  must 
be  prepared  with  sufficient  vessels,  how- 
ever often  they  might  have  to  change  them. 
He  would  venture  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  for  a  moment  or  two 
to  a  very  extraordinary  statement  that 
had  recently  been  put  before  the  public. 
He  alluded  to  an  article  written  by  Sir 
Spencer  Bobinson  in  The  Nineteenth 
Century,  That  gentleman  was  a  man 
entitled  to  speak  on  naval  matters  with 
authority,  whose  opinion  was  of  the 
greatest  weight.  He  was  not  a  member 
of  an  extreme  Party.  He  had,  he  be- 
lieved, sat  on  the  opposite  Benches,  or 
if  not,  ho  had  been  a  candidate  for  liiat 
honour.  At  any  rate,  ho  was  a  Liberal, 
and  not  a  Conservative.  That  gentle- 
man had  lately  put  a  remarkable  state- 
ment before  the  country  which,  he  be- 
lieved, had  filled  the  minds  of  many 
with  the  same  uneasiness  as  had  filled 
his  own.  In  that  statement  a  compari- 
son had  been  drawn  between  the  state 
of  the  British  Navy  and  that  of  other 
Navies,  and  the  conclusions  arrived  at 
were  these : — lie  said — *  *  The  armed  Fleet 
of  England  is  not  yet  adequate  to  the 
duty  it  may  be  called  upon  to  perform." 
lie  begged  to  say  that  these  were  most 
important  words.  He  put  the  number 
of  the  Fleet  at  69  armed  ships.  He 
made  deductions  of  those  ships  which 
were  incomplete  or  unfit,  and  ho  then 
put  the  number  in  fair  condition  as  31. 
Those  were  about  the  same  figures  as 
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those  given  by  the  right  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  the  Member  for  Stam- 
ford. He  then  deducted  10  others  as 
being  weak,  and  8  more  which,  for  spe- 
cial reasons,  could  not  be  placed  in  line 
of  battle,  leaving  13,  6  of  which  he  put 
in  the  first  class,  and  7  in  the  second. 
To  the  number  of  13  he  said  that,  if 
occasion  should  require,  6  might  probably 
be  added,  which  would  leave  a  total  of 
19.  He  said,  further,  that  supposing 
no  repairs  were  required,  or  that  they 
were  finished  by  June,  1880,  the  English 
would  number  8  first  class,  which  could 
be  soon  re-inforced  by  3  more,  and  the 
French  could  number  8  also,  which 
could  be  re-inforced  by  2  more.  In  the 
second  class  there  would  be  12  belonging 
to  each  country.  We  should  have,  be- 
sides these,  8  smaller  vessels  with  thinner 
armour,  which  could  be  used  for  special 

Purposes,  but  could  not  go  into  line  of 
attle.  Sir  Spencer  Bobinson  then  com- 
pared the  strengths  of  the  European 
Powers.  Kussia  had  1  first  class  and  6 
second  class  iron-clads ;  Germany  3  first 
class  and  4  second  class,  and  so  on.  He 
would  not  trouble  the  Committee  with 
the  numbers  of  all  of  them.  If  the 
figures  he  had  given  them  were  accurate, 
it  would  appear  that  France,  combined 
with  any  other  Power,  would  have  a 
larger  Fleet  of  ships  fit  to  go  into  line  of 
battle  than  we  should,  especially  when 
we  considered  the  duties  that  our  own 
Fleet  had  to  perform  in  distant  waters. 
The  disparity  was  more  Striking  when 
considering  the  unarmoured  ships, 
cruisers  and  others,  about  which  a  good 
deal  had  been  said.  Of  the  first  class 
frigates  capable  of  going  over  15^  knots 
there  were  3,  one  of  which  was  capable 
of  steaming  1 6^.  Of  first  class  corvettes 
capable  of  going  over  15  knots  there  were 
4 ;  that  was  to  say,  altogether,  7  capable 
of  steaming  15  knots  and  over.  Of  cor- 
vettes capable  of  14  knots  there  were  2 
in  our  Navy.  This  made  a  total  of  9 
capable  of  going  14  knots  and  over. 
Including  corvettes  of  a  lower  class, 
there  were  altogether  20  cruisers  capable 
of  going  13  knots,  only  9  of  which  could 
exceed  that  speed.  The  French  had,  of 
first  class  frigates  capable  of  steaming 
over  15^  knots,  2,  as  against  our  3  ;  but 
he  believed  theirs  were  capable  of  going 
at  a  greater  speed.  The  French  had, 
moreover,  10  second  class  corvettes 
capable  of  steaming  15^,  and  2  of  a  little 
less  power.    They  had,  of  fast  cruisers 
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capable  of  going    over    15    knots,  14 
vessels,  as  against  our  9.     He  would  re- 
mind them  mat  he  was  only  taking  thoee 
figures  from  the  article  he  had  referred 
to,  and  he  wanted  the  rig^ht  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to 
contradict  them  if  he  was  able  to  do  so. 
If  those    statistics  were    accurate,  we 
should,  in  the  event  of  war  breaking  out, 
have  only  the  numbers  he  had  just  re- 
cited to  fall  back  upon.     He  thought  it 
a  most  remarkable  state  of  things,  bat 
would  not  answer  for  the  accuracy  of 
these  statistics.     He  was  aware  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  had  at  his  disposal  pro- 
fessional advice  of  the  best  order ;  and 
he  thought  it  his  duty,  when  such  state- 
ments as  these  were  made,  to  contradict 
them,    if   possible,  in   order   that  the 
matter  might  be  set  right  before  appeal- 
ing to  the  country.     He  thought  that 
hon.  Gentlemen   opposite  would  agree 
that  the  Fleet  of  this  country  ought  at 
least  to  be  equal  to  two,  if  not  three, 
Fleets  of  other  countries.     In  fact,  they 
said  as  much.     He  should  like,  however, 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
also  his  opinion  as  to  that  before  they 
went  to  the  country ;  for  he  should  like 
to  feel  certain  that  we  were  fully  equal 
to  two   or   three    other   nations.    One 
thing  was  certain — that  the  opinions  of 
Sir    Spencer   Bobinson,  and   the  hon. 
Members  who  had  spoken  in  that  House 
that  night,  were  to  the  effect  that  the 
Navy  of  England  was  not  adequate  to 
the  service  of  the  country.     If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  supposed   that   they  ought 
to  be  satisfied  without  an  explanation, 
they  could  not  but  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  was  guided  in  the  matter, 
not  by  professional  opinion,  but  by  poli- 
tical necessity.    He  would  not  trouble  the 
Committee  any  longer ;  but  he  thought 
that  the  general  feeling  must  be  that, 
instead  of  the  EstimateB  being  cut  down, 
they  should  rather  be  augmented. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEYBE  said,  it  was 
impossible  for  anyone  to  take  exception 
to  the  tone  and  temper  of  the  speech 
in  which  the  First  Lora  of  the  Admiralty 
had  explained  the  Estimates.  Heaneed 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Pembroke 
(Mr.  Eeed),  who  said  that  the  xemarki 
which  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  reminded  him  foroiblj  of 
those  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for   Pontefract  (Mr,  Qhilders)  II 
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yean  aso.  When  the  First  Lord  of  the 
A.dmiwity  had  proceeded  to  advocate 
the  redaction  of  the  numher  of  clerks 
%t  the  Admiralty — ^when  he  entered  upon 
the  question  of  the  necessity  of  reducing 
the  numher  of  hoys  in  the  training 
ihipSy  and  had  explained  the  expediency 
9f  reducing  also  the  numher  of  Cadets, 
in  order  that  the  numher  of  those  who 
iroald  eventually  hecome  lieutenants 
shoald  be  reduced,  he  was  following  out 
strictly  the  policy  initiated  by  his  right 
bon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Pontefract 
11  years  ago.  When  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  the  g^at  difficulty 
be  had  in  the  question  of  cadetships,  he 
bad  hoped  that  he  would  have  gone  on 
to  say  that  he  proposed  to  re-introduce 
the  system  of  limited  competition.  That 
system  had  been  established  by  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Pontefract,  but,  un- 
fortanately,  had  since  been  done  away 
with.  He  believed  that,  by  the  re-in- 
fcrodaction  of  that  system,  the  difficulties 
attending  the  question  of  supplying 
cadets  would  subside,  as  there  were 
always  a  large  number  of  people  who 
were  anxious  to  obtain  those  appoint- 
ments for  their  children.  He  felt  sure, 
also,  that  the  class  of  boys  entering  the 
Nairy  would  also  improve  if  that  wore 
done.  The  principal  interest,  however, 
in  the  debate  on  the  Estimates  of  that 
night  centred  in  the  programme  of  the 
work  of  the  Dockyards.  In  the  first 
place,  he  wished  to  express  his  regret 
thaty  in  consequence  of  the  change  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  programme  in  detail 
in  the  Estimates,  it  was  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  follow  out  that  programme  from 
▼ear  to  year.  He  had  attempted  to  fol- 
low it  out  by  taking  ship  by  sliip,  in 
order  to  discover,  if  possible,  whetlier 
the  promises  given  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  last  year  nad  been  carried 
oat.  He  was  rather  surprised  to  hear 
that  the  nronramme  had  been  carried 
oat ;  and  ne  hoped  that,  before  Votes  6 
and  10  came  on  for  discussion,  the  riglit 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  t}ie 
Admiralty  would  lay  on  the  Table  a 
rtaiement  showing  how  tliat  had  been 
done,  ship  by  ship.  He  thought,  if  the 
riglii  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  good 
SBongh  to  follow  his  remarks,  he  would 
show  that,  in  respects  of  iron-clads,  at 
any  rate,  the  programme  had  not  ])ocn 
carried  out.  In  tne  case  of  the  Inflexible 
1,200  tons  had  been  promised,  of  which 
only  779  had  been  completed,  leaving  a 


deficiency  of  nearly  500  tons.  In  the 
case  of  two  others  he  found  a  deficiency 
of  666  and  244  tons.  It  was  true  that 
there  appeared  to  be  an  excessive  ex- 
penditure of  labour  upon  the  Neptune 
and  the  Superb.  But  they  would,  no 
doubt,  remember  that  these  were  not 
vessels  which  had  been  built  in  the 
Dockyards ;  they  had  been  bought  under 
the  Vote  of  Credit,  and  the  money  spent 
on  them  should  be  treated  as  spent  on 
alterations  or  repairs,  and  not  for  build- 
ing purposes.  The  labour  expended  on 
those  ships  must  have  affected  the  pro- 
gramme. If  his  conclusions  were  right, 
there  appeared  to  be  a  deficiency  in  work 
of  from  1,400  to  1,500  tons.  He  could 
not  ffo  into  the  whole  matter ;  but,  from 
the  details  he  had  given,  he  thought  it 
evident  that  the  promised  programme 
had  not  been  accurately  carried  out. 
He  felt  bound  to  say  that  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  Estimates  was  most  unin- 
telligible to  those  desirous  of  instituting 
comparisons  between  the  present  and 
former  years.  He  ventured  to  point 
out  last  year,  on  the  discussion  on  Votes 
6  and  10,  that  the  programme  then  pro- 
mised was  the  smallest  that  had  ever 
been  laid  before  that  House,  as  com- 
pared with  previous  years,  with  respect 
to  both  unarmoured  and  armoured  ves- 
sels. If,  therefore,  the  progpramme  pro- 
mised had  not  been  accurately  caiTied 
out,  how  small  must  be  the  amount  of 
work  done!  He  would  not  draw  any 
comparison  between  the  present  and 
former  Administrations,  but  take  the 
former  years  of  the  present  Government, 
when  the  number  of  men  employed  in 
the  Dockyard  was  placed  at  its  normal 
strength  of  1 6,000.  Let  them  go  back  to 
the  yoor  1875-6.  In  that  year,  of  14,000 
tons  of  ships  wliich  were  built  in  the 
Dockyards,  10,000  were  iron-clad.  In  the 
builtling,  of  the  following  year,  of  13,457 
tons  of  vossoIb,  7,920  tons  were  iron- 
clad. In  1878,  12,022  tons  of  vessels 
were  built,  5,940  being  iron-clad.  In 
1879,  10,429  tons  were  built,  of  which 
5,000  were  iron-clad ;  and  in  the  past 
year,  1879-80,  10,572  tons  of  vessels 
were  built,  exclusive  of  the  Neptune 
and  Superb y  and  inclusive  only  of  5,300 
tons  of  armour  plate.  These  figures 
showed  a  continual  reduction  in  the  work 
in  iron-clads,  and  lie  thought  that  was  a 
matter  for  serious  consideration.  The 
promised  proj^rammes  did  not  appear  to 
have  been    nilfiUed.     The    amount   of 
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work  was  not,  he  thought,  sufficient  for 
the  maintenance  of  our  iron-clad  Fleet. 
He  had  taken  the  figures  from  the  docu- 
ments laid  upon  the  Table  recently,  in 
consequence  of  a  Motion  made  by  him- 
self. He  was  afreiid,  however,  the  statis- 
tics were  not  accurate;  they  wore,  no 
doubt,  drawn  up  from  the  Books  of  the 
Admiralty,  which  were  not,  he  supposed, 
always  reliable.  For  a  rango  of  years, 
he  preferred  to  take  a  Keturn  which  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Pembroke 
had  obtained,  showing  the  amount  in  the 
last  six  years  of  the  tonnage  of  vessels. 
Testing  the  Eeturn  of  the  Admiralty  by 
that  of  his  hon.  Friend,  he  obtained  the 
following  results : — For  the  last  six 
years,  the  amount  of  iron-clads  built, 
excepting  vessels  built  under  the  Vote 
of  Credit,  was  43,*221  tons,  which  gave 
an  average  of  7,200  per  year.  That 
amount,  he  felt  certain,  was  not  sufficient 
for  the  maintenance  of  our  iron-clad 
Fleet.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  stated,  in 
his  speech,  that  the  actual  work  effected 
during  the  past  year,  if  converted  from 
tons'  weight  into  tons'  measurement, 
would  amount  to  that  stated  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Pontefract  as  the  proper  amount  which 
should  be  built  annually.  He  failed  to 
understand  that.  That  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  pointed  out,  in  1869,  that  the 
amount  of  shipbuilding  per  annum,  in 
order  to  maintain  the  Fleet,  should  be 
not  less  than  20,000  tons,  of  which  12,000 
should  be  iron-clad,  and  that  amount 
was  exactly  maintained  during  the  five 
years  of  the  last  Administration,  where- 
as, under  the  present  one,  we  had,  in- 
stead of  12,000,  only  7,200.  Adding  to 
this  the  tonnage  of  4  iron-clads  bought 
under  the  Vote  of  Credit,  which 
amounted  to  18,000  tons,  there  would  be 
an  average  of  10,000  tons  for  each  of 
the  six  years.  Even  then,  it  did  not 
amount  to  that  which  was  considered 
necessary  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Pontefract.  The  cal- 
culation, which  had  led  him  to  those 
results,  was  based  in  part  on  a  considera- 
tion of  the  number  of  vessels  which  be- 
came obsolete  and  useless  for  service, 
and  in  part  on  the  amount  of  tonnage 
annually  built  by  France  and  other 
Naval  Powers.  He  believed  that  France 
built  one  and  one-third  iron-clads  in 
each  year.  That  represented  a  tonnage 
of  between  6,000  and  7,000.     He  was 
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confident  that,  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  iron-clad  Fleet,  the  Admiralty  must 
build  considerably  more  than  they  h«d 
done  in  the  past  few  years.     For  his 
own  part,  he  concurred  entirely  with  bis 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Ponte- 
fract  (Mr.  Childers)    that  the  normal 
amount  of  our  annual   iron-clad  ihip- 
building  should   be    12,000   tons.    He 
reminded  hon.  Members  that  during  tii9 
last  six  years  an  annual  average  of  onlr 
7,200  tons  had  been  built.     It  was  quite 
clear  that  if  the  programme   for  tke 
past  and  coming  year  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  representing  the  normal  state 
of  ship-building  in  the  Dockyards  and 
by  contract  it  was  not    sufficient  for 
maintaining  our  Navy  of  iron-clads  in 
the  state  in  which  it  ought  to  be.    It 
was  one  of  the  points  dilated  upon  by 
the   hon.  Member  for  Pembroke  (Mr. 
Beed)    that    the    building    of  vesseb 
of  the  Inflexible  type  occupied  too  long, 
and  that  the  Inflexible  herself  had  ben 
no  less  than  seven  years  on  the  stocks. 
Her  completion  was  promised  dnrinff  the 
coming  year,   and  tnat  would   make  a 
period  of  no  less  than  eight  years  from 
the  time  of  lier  birth  to  the  time  when 
she    was    launched.    That  was  a  lerj 
long  period  over  which  to  extend  the 
building  of  a  vessel.    It  had  formerly 
been  the  boast  of  the  Admiralty  that, 
having  taken  in  hand  the  buildinff  of  an 
iron-clad,  she  was  turned  oat  with  tke 
greatest   possible    speed;    and,   as  a 
general  rule,  the  vessels  built  in  this 
country  were  completed  in  aboat  half  ike 
time  that  vessels  of  the  same  class  wete 
completed  in  France.     He  believed  that 
it  would  be  well  to  follow  the  wise  course 
hitherto  pursued — namely,  that  of  layini 
down  a  smaller  number  of  vessels,  and 
hastening  on  those  which  were  in  oonne 
of   construction,  turning   them  oat  as 
rapidly  as  possible.    Now,  the  InflexiU* 
hskd  been  no  less  than  eight  yean  in 
course  of  construction,  the   Afax  MxA 
Ayamemnon  had  been  already  four  year* 
on  the  stocks,  and  were  only  half  oom' 
pleted,  while  the  JiajeeUe  and  Ctlnm^ 
had,  he  believed,  been  commenced  la^ 
year.     He  found  that  in  the  programme 
for  the  year,  for  whidi  the  money  m^ 
then  being  taken,  although  it  was  pn^^ 
posed  to  finish  the  InfUxihh,  yet,  in  th^ 
case  of  the  Ajax^  it  was  propoeed  only  t^ 
advance   her   by    one- eighth,    and  i^ 
the  case  of  the  Cohteue  by  one-si ifl^ 
That    was   not   satisliaotoiy ;    and   h  -^ 
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jnite  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
Kir  Pembroke  that,  instead  of  laying 
lown  new  veesels,  we  should  oom- 
plete  those  already  in  hand.  It 
leemed  to  be  someuiing  like  a  farce 
bo  \aj  down  a  new  type  of  vessels  when 
re  had  already  eieht  or  nine  on  the 
itockBy  which  were  oeing  completed  at 
meh  a  slow  rate.  In  his  opinion,  it 
iroiild  be  far  better  to  hasten  on  the 
irork  of  yessels  like  the  AjuuBt  Agamem- 
•Mi,  and  CoioiiUi,  rather  than  lay  down 
new  ones.  He  had  to  make  a  further 
remark  upon  the  appearance  of  an  old 
Mend  in  the  programme  of  the  Govern- 
ment— namely,  the  Independ&nciat  now 
sailed  the  Neptune.  He  had  stated  be- 
fore to  the  House  that  the  Independencia 
WMM  a  TOBsel  bought  under  the  Vote  of 
[Iredit  for  £614,000,  including  her  ar- 
mament, which  was  estimated  at £40, 000. 
She  had  since  her  purchase  up  to  the 
present  time  been  two  years  in  the  Dock- 
fardy  and  the  sum  of  no  less  than 
£86,000  had  been  expended  upon  her 
Inxing  that  time  in  labour  alone,  and 
Jie  Uoose  might  take  it  that  an  amount 
iqoal  to  half  that  amount,  at  least,  had 
>een  spent  in  the  shape  of  materials,  so 
liat  about  £80,000  had  been  expended 
ipon  the  changes  which  she  had  under-. 
pone  daring  tne  last  two  years.  The 
eenlt  of  this  was  that  the  vessel  had 
yrored  to  be  one  of  the  most  expensive, 
f  not  the  most  expensive,  in  the  Ser- 
rice.  He  doubted  whether  there  was 
my  other  vessel  which  had  cost  the 
xrantry  two-thirds  of  the  amount  ex- 
Moded  in  her  purchase ;  and  from  what 
le  heard  she  was  not  of  so  satisfactory 
I  type  as  might  be  desired,  for  it  ap- 
peared that  in  some  respects  she  had 
peat  defects  which  could  not  justify  the 
normous  sum  which  had  been  expended 
ipon  her.  Consequently,  they  had  a 
roial  by  no  means  a  perfect  one,  which 
bad  coat  more  money  than  any  other 
ihip  in  the  Navy.  He  could  not  but 
think  that,  inasmuch  as  this  vessel  on 
being  taken  by  the  Admiralty  had  been 
mved  unfit  for  maritime  service,  and 
lad  required  alterations  in  the  Dock- 
wid  during  a  period  of  two  years,  it 
roold  have  been  better  to  have  for- 
rarded  the  completion  of  vessels  like 
he  Ajmx  and  Agamemnon,  It  appeared 
o  him  that  sufficient  consideration  had 
Kit  been  given  to  the  extreme  iuiport- 
inoe  of  advancing  the  completion  of 
in  hand,  and  of  bringing  them 


to  a  point  at  which  they  could  be  tried. 
This  was  the  case  with  the  Inflexible^ 
which  it  was  desirable  should  be  tried 
at  sea  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  the 
experience  gained  thereby  might  be  ap- 
plied to  vessels  of  another  type.  Again, 
there  were  vessels  like  the  Majeitxe  which 
were  of  a  somewhat  different  type,  but 
which  were  proceeding  upon  ^e  same 
plan  as  the  Inflexible.  He  could  not  but 
regret  the  delay  which  had  taken  place 
in  completing  the  latter  vessel,  and 
which  was  also  occurring  in  the  case  of 
the  Ajax  and  Agamemnon.  So  far  as 
the  Ajax  was  concerned,  it  was  almost 
monstrous,  after  the  number  of  years  she 
had  been  on  the  stocks,  that  only  one- 
eighth  of  the  vessel  was  intended  to  be 
advanced  during  the  year.  For  his  own 
part,  he  did  not  wish  to  advise  the  Go- 
vernment to  enter  into  any  greatly  in- 
creased expenditure ;  but  his  belief  was 
that  the  vessels  referred  to  might  be 
advanced  with  advantage  to  the  Service 
and  to  the  country  generally,  while,  at 
the  same  time,  the  expense  should  be 
saved  in  other  directions.  He  had 
already  stated  his  belief  that  it  would  be 
wise  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  hasten  on  the  building  of 
those  iron-clads,  and  to  spend  a  larger 
amount  of  money  in  future  upon  them, 
than  upon  vessels  of  a  different  descrip- 
tion. He  also  pointed  out  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  would  be  better  to  complete 
those  vessels,  rather  than  to  repair  some 
of  the  obsolete  ships.  The  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Stamford  (Sir  John 
Hay)  had  stated  that  vessels  of  the  class  of 
the  Minotaur  and  Agincoturt  were  very  low 
down  in  the  rank  of  iron-clads.  He  be- 
lieved the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
had  stated  that  they  were  almost  useless. 

Sitt  JOHN  HAY  said,  he  wished  to 
explain  that  he  had  said  that  the  Mino' 
taur,  Warrior f  Black  Prince ^  emd  Achilles 
wore  covered  with  such  thin  armour  that 
they  could  not  resist  the  iron-clads  of  the 
present  day,  but  that  they  were  valuable 
lor  ordinary  services  as  cruisers  if  they 
were  fitted  with  compound  engines. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  said,  he  had 
understood  that  the  vessels  referred  to 
were  of  some  value  for  cruising  pur- 
poses, but  not  as  iron-clads.  By  the 
Koturn  recently  laid  upon  the  Tablo 
of  the  House  relating  to  the  cost  of 
fitting  a  vessel  of  tho  class  of  the 
Minotaur  and  Agincourt  with  now  boilers, 
it  appeared  that  this  operation  would 
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cost  £97,000,  a  sum  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, would  be  much  better  spent  in 
completing  the  Ajax.  He  desired  to 
say  that  possibly  there  was  no  more  im- 
portant work  before  the  Admiralty  than 
that  of  hastening  on  the  iron-clads 
already  in  hand,  and  that  it  was  de- 
sirable, looking  to  the  progress  of  France 
and  other  countries,  that  a  larger  amount 
of  money  should  be  voted  for  that  pur- 
pose than  had  been  expended  during  the 
last  three  or  four  years.  He  thought 
that  an  average  return  of  7,000  tons  of 
iron-clads  was  not  sufficient  for  main- 
taining the  Navy  of  the  country.  He 
hoped  that,  in  the  interval  between  this 
and  the  next  Parliament,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  bear  that  in  mind. 
He  believed  he  would  see  that  there 
existed  a  certain  general  dissatisfaction 
on  account  of  the  non-advancement  of 
our  iron-clads,  and  he  would  surely  have 
to  consider  whether  that  work  could  not 
be  expedited,  and,  by  doing  this,  he  was 
sure  uiat  he  would  greaUy  add  to  the 
strength  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  SAMPSON  LLOYD  said,  he 
should  be  very  sorry  if  the  Naval  Esti- 
mates were  to  show  signs  of  going  into 
any  extravagance  of  expenditure;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  there  were  some 
items  relating  to  the  Dock^'ards  which 
he  regretted  to  see  had  not  been  fully 
provided  for.  He  would  speak  first  of 
the  Boyal  Marines.  During  some  years 
he  had  had  the  honour  in  that  House  of 
drawing  attention  to  the  injustice  with 
which  officers  in  the  Dockyards  had 
been  treated ;  and  he  was  glad  to  ob- 
serve that  some  considerable  improve- 
ment had  now  been  made  in  the  pro- 
spects of  promotion  for  the  officers  of 
the  Boyal  Marines.  Still,  as  regarded 
the  private  soldiers  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  in  that  branch,  a  very 
great  inequality  was  felt  to  exist  in  re- 
spect of  the  rate  of  pay  of  those  men  as 
compared  with  the  corresponding  ranks 
in  the  Army.  It  had  been  frequently 
said  that  the  Navy  could  not  be  fairly 
compared  with  the  Army  in  this  respect ; 
but  that  argument  he  thought  was  one 
that  could  not  hold  water.  If  hon. 
Members  looked  at  the  pay  of  the  sol- 
diers and  non-commissioned  officers  in 
the  Army,  and  multi2)liod  it  by  the  re- 
quisite number  of  days  to  make  up  the 
amount  received  by  each  rank  respec- 
tively per  annum,  it  would  bo  found  that 
the  sergeant-majors  in  the  Lino  received 
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£40,  the  sergeant-inspector  £28,  and 
the    colour- sergeant  aoout    £10   more 
than  the  corresponding    ranks  in  tk 
Navy.     He  would  not  trouble  the  Home 
by  making  any  farther  compaiiaon  of 
the  Navy  with  the  Line,  but  would  nm- 
ply  remark  that  the  inequality  which 
he  had  shown  applied  to  all  raziks.    He 
would  be  glad  to  see   some  proTinon 
made  in  the  Estimates  of  this  year  for 
doing  justice  to  the  claims  of  that  eflL- 
cient  body  of  men;  and  he  hoped  theright 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiraltv  would  see  that  it  was  a  sub- 
ject  which  required  some  conBideratioii. 
Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  old  ni- 
vigating  officers  of  the  Fleet,  of  whom 
there    were  several  left,  and  many  of 
them  felt  that  they  were  ezpoeed  to  a 
great  hardship  in  navi^  young  officen 
put  over  their  heads,    ^ere  was  a  feel- 
ing among  them  that  the  executive  offi- 
cers were  looked  upon  as  gentlemen, 
while  the  navigating  officers  were  ]^t 
down  in  a  class  which  was  rather  in- 
ferior.   In  his  opinion,  there  ought  to 
be  none  of  those  distinctioiia  kept  up  be- 
tween the  different  daases  of  officen; 
and,  moreover,  it  was  not  always  tne 
that  such  a  distinction  existed,  becaiue 
many  of  the  executive  officers  in  the  Ser- 
vice had  sprung  from  the  same  class  ai 
navigating  officers.  Therefore,  that  rea- 
son was  a  Tery  shallow  one  for  main- 
taining  that  humiliating  difference  in 
the  case  of  the  navigating  and  execntive 
officers,  and  it  was  a  distinction  which 
should  be  at  once  done  away  with.   If 
the  First  Lord  felt  any  difficulty  in  doing 
justice  to  those  navigating  officers  in 
the  manner  indicated,  he  suggested  that 
some  small  retiring  pension  should  be 
given  to  the  soldiers  and  non-oommis- 
sioned  officers  of  the  Navy.    Ajoan,  he 
had  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Gommit- 
tee  to  the  complaint  of  another  daaa  of 
men  in  the  Dockyards.     He  beliered  it 
was  too  much  the  case  that  nearly  eveiy- 
body  in  the  Queen's  Service  was  more 
or  less  dissatisfied  with  his  position;  but 
there  were  some  instances  in  the  Dock- 
yards where  reason  existed  for  that  die- 
satisfaction.     The  Committee  whidi  lat 
in  1859  had  recommended  that  the  lead- 
ing men,  as  a  matter  of  proper  disei- 
plino,  should  be  placed  above  Uie  other* 
in  order  to  preserve  the  respect  due  to 
their  position  as  officers,  and  they  were 
recommended  to  be  paid  7a.  6if.  a-dayin 
ordinary  hours,  with  a  maadmnmrateof 


137 


S^ippfy — 


[Mabch  8,  1880} 


Ifavjf  JBsUmates. 


638 


!«.  M.  a-Jay ;  but  the  reoommendation 
i  tliat  Committee  had  never  been  acted 
ipon  at  all.  Many  of  those  men  to  whom 
le  had  referred  had  to  perform  the  most 
i£Boult  duties,  such  as  passing  under 
he  bottoms  of  vessels^  and  remaining 
here  to  perform  certain  work  in  which 
hsj  Tery  frequently  received  serious  in- 
ones.  That  was  an  additional  reason 
fhj  the  recommendations  made  many 
ears  ago  should  have  been  carried  out. 
lien  there  was  the  case  of  the  Admi- 
tlty  writers.  If  the  First  Lord  did  not 
ee  DIB  way  to  promote  these  persons  to 
lie  position  of  clerks  they  should,  at  any 
Bte,  give  them  the  maximum  rate  of  pay 
3  which  they  were  entitled.  They  were  a 
ood  body  of  men,  and  were  quite  equal 
y  fhe  clerks  as  a  whole,  and  all  that 
liey  wanted  was  an  increase  of  the  maxi- 
ram  rate  of  wages ;  but  they  often  saw 
len  who  were  many  years  '^eir  juniors 
romoted  over  their  heads.  He  consi- 
ered  it  to  be  a  matter  of  policy  to  con- 
!der  these  matters,  and  endeavour  to  do 
istiee  to  those  persons.  He  should  only 
ifer  to  two  more  cases,  one  of  which 
'BB  the  foremen  of  the  Yards,  whose  du- 
es were  of  a  very  important  character, 
ad  induded  the  responsible  occupation 
r  getting  out  the  specifications  of  ships; 
ut  it  was  a  fact  that  they  represented 
le  only  class  in  the  Service  who  had  not 
KieiTed  an  increase  of  pay  for  half  a 
mtnry.  The  last  class  he  should  refer 
I  was  that  of  the  continuous  service 
len,  who  had  served  in  the  Navy,  and 
'hOf  he  believedy  had  entered  the  Ser- 
ioe  of  the  Dockyard  on  the  promise  made 
>  them,  or,  at  least,  upon  the  expecta- 
oiui  held  out  to  them  by  responsible 
Doers,  that  the  time  during  which  they 
■d  served  at  sea  would  count  with  their 
nrrices  in'  the  Dockyard  in  entitling 
lem  to  a  pension.  It  did  not  seem  to 
im  right  uiat  men  who  had  entered  the 
BTTice  with  that  understanding  should 
lee  their  pensions  merely  because  they 
id  been  to  sea.  He  could  not  help 
iiwVifig  that  a  few  pounds  spent  in  rc- 
ledying  some  of  the  alleged  grievances 
hich  he  had  attempted  to  deal  with 
oald  be  well  applied ;  while,  as  to  the 
mr  of  the  people  of  this  country  objcct- 
ig  to  the  expense,  he  believed  that  to 
B  an  entirely  mistaken  opinion.  lie 
as  perfectly  well  aware  that  the  coun- 
y  hiaul  a  great  objectioo  to  extravagance 
ad  waste ;  but  he  also  belioved  that  it 
mM  desirous  that   its  public  servants 


should  be  fully  and  justly  paid,  and  he 
pointed  out  that  there  were  many  direc- 
tions in  which  money  might  be  more 
wisely  and  efficiently  saved  than  by  deny- 
ing the  men  who  served  in  the  Army 
and  Navy  their  just  rights. 

Mr.  ANDEES9N  said,  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  detaining  the  Committee  for 
any  length  of  time,  nor  did  he  intend  to 
enter  into  the  great  battle  of  the  ships 
and  guns.  Ho  only  wished  to  make  a 
few  remarks  with  reference  to  the  Boyal 
Marines.  He  could  not  but  feel  that 
they  were  in  a  very  helpless  and  Mend- 
less  condition,  inasmuch  as  while  the 
Army  and  Navy  were  both  represented 
the  Boyal  Marines  had  no  Eepresenta- 
tives  in  that  House ;  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  Gravesend  (Captain  Pim),  who 
had  stood  up  for  them,  he  did  not 
know  of  anyone  else  who  had  ever  at- 
tempted to  befriend  them.  So  utterly 
friendless  were  they,  that  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  could  not  even  give  an 
answer,  when  no  was  asked  a  question 
concerning  them,  that  was  either  over 
civil  or  over  accurate.  Some  of  the  an- 
swers of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been,  to  his  mind,  almost  evasive.  A 
short  time  ago  he  had  asked  him  a  ques- 
tion with  regard  to  the  Departmental 
Committee  then  sitting  to  consider  the 
question  of  the  Koyal  Marines,  and  the 
question  which  he  had  put  suggested 
that  the  Marine  Office  was  too  largely 
represented  upon  that  Committee.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  reply  to  that  was 
that  the  Committee  consisted  of  eight 
Members,  and  that  only  two  of  them 
were  connected  with  the  Marine  Office. 
His  question  had  been  altered  by  the 
clerks,  or  he  believed  that  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  give  an  answer  that 
should  be  so  inaccurate.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had,  however,  said — **  There 
were  only  two  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee out  of  eight  from  the  Marine 
Office ;  "  and  he  gave  the  whole  of  the 
names  of  the  Committee  which  he  (Mr. 
Anderson)  was,  of  course,  acquainted 
with  already.  The  suggestion  was  that 
the  Iklarine  Office  was  tainted  with 
officialism  and  favouritism  ;  the  officers 
had  no  coufidonce  in  it,  because  they 
felt  that  any  l)(?part mental  Committee  in 
which  thatOliico  was  almost  oxclusivoly 
ropresentod  would  not  bo  considered  a 
just  one  by  the  majority  of  Marine 
officers.     There  were  on  the  Committee 
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General  Adair,  and  Colonel  Festing,  both 
in  the  Marine  Office,  as  well  as  Major 
Blake,  who  was  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
mittee, whoso  name  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  omitted  in  his  first  state- 
ment. Those  gentlemen  were  directly 
connected  with  the  Marine  Office ;  but 
there  was  another  officer  who  was  in  the 
Marine  Office  a  few  years  ago.  General 
Williams,  who  was  regarded  as  the 
worst  of  them  all ;  and  again  there  was 
General  Pim,  who  had  never  been  in  the 
Marine  Office,  but  who  had  been  twice  pro- 
moted out  of  his  turn ;  a  fact  which,  no 
doubt,  predisposed  him  very  unfairly  to- 
wards Marine  Office  views.  He  had 
shown  that  upon  the  Committee  there 
were  five  Members  out  of  nine,  all  more 
or  less  tainted  with  Marine  Office  views. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  main- 
tained that  he  had  answered  his  ques- 
tion both  in  letter  and  spirit ;  but  he  re- 
Elied  to  that,  that  it  was  barely  accurate 
oth  with  regard  to  the  letter,  and 
utterly  inaccurate  with  regard  to  its 
spirit.  Again,  there  had  been  another 
question  and  another  answer  as  to  the 
promotion  of  a  General  out  of  his  turn. 
Me  had  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
whether  it  was  not  a  fact  that  certain 
promotions  had  taken  place,  and  whe- 
ther one  officer  who  had  been  passed 
overbad  not  been  referred  to  theBegula- 
tions,  which,  when  he  had  asked  for,  he 
could  not  obtain?  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  said  that  the  Eegulations  were 
in  the  Orders  in  Council,  which  could  be 
found  in  the  Library.  It  was  perfectly 
useless  to  refer  him  to  three  or  four 
large  volumes  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
because  it  would  be  hopeless  for  him  to 
search  through  them  to  find  the  one  in 
question.  Why  did  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  specify  the  particular  Order 
in  Council  ?  A  colonel  was  promoted  to 
a  general  over  the  head  of  another  who 
had  two-and-a-half  years'  Army  seniority, 
and  he  contended  that  that  was  an  abso- 
lutely illegal  act,  and  he  charged  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  having  per- 
mitted it  to  bo  done.  Ho  challenged  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  specify  the 
Order  in  Council  which  justified  the 
passing  over  of  that  officer.  In  making 
these  observations,  he  was  not  speaking 
on  behalf  of  any  friend,  as  neither  of 
the  two  officers  in  question  were  even 
known  to  him.  Ho  was  acting  on  no 
personal  ground,  but  solely  because  this 
groat  and  capital    Service  was    being 
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ruined  through  two  things — one  was  slow 
promotion,  and  the  other  was  favooritLm. 
There  was  very  little  promotion  in  tlie 
corps  owing  to  its  being  small;  but  when 
steps  in  the  higher  ranks  did  go  they 
went  entirely  bv  favouritism.  There 
were  no  end  of  grievances  connected 
with  the  corps,  and  there  ought  to  be 
an  independent  Commission  to  inquire 
into  them.  He  demanded  that  an  inde- 
pendent Commission  should  be  appointed 
to  examine  and  take  evidence  in  pnblic, 
and  hear  the  views  of  the  Marine  officers 
themselves.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  informed  them  that  the  Medical 
Service  of  the  Navy  was  to  have  an  in- 
dependent Commission  to  inquire  into 
its  grievances ;  and  he  would  ask  why 
should  that  be  refused  to  the  Marines 
which  was  granted  to  the  Medical  Ser- 
vice ?  The  Marine  officers  were  as  much 
entitled  to  a  full  inquiry  as  the  medical 
officers,  and  in  asking  for  that  he  did  not 
think  they  were  asking  for  anything  un- 
reasonable. They  complained  of  a  great 
number  of  grievances.  As  oompared 
with  the  Army  officers,  they  were  not 
fairly  or  equally  treated,  and  yet  it  had 
always  been  held  that  the  three  Services 
ought  to  be  treated  equally.  He  would 
ask  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wai 
aware  that  in  the  Armv,  whenever  an 
officer  was  away  from  his  regiment  for 
three  months,  he  was  made  supe^ 
numerary  and  was  seconded?  But  why 
did  he  not  adopt  that  rule  in  the 
Boyal  Marines?  There  were  at  least 
two  officers  away  from  their  regiments 
at  the  present  time ;  one  had  not  dons 
duty  for  nine  or  ten  years,  and  another 
for  some  three  years.  In  the  Army 
those  officers  would  have  been  made 
supernumerary  in  three  months  and 
would  have  been  seconded.     The  same 

Sromotion  ought  to  be  granted  to  the 
[arines  as  was  apranted  to  the  Anuy. 
and  which  it  had  been  the  practice  until 
recently  to  grant  to  the  Marines  also. 
For  100  years,  from  1755  to  1854,  pro- 
motion in  the  Marine  Service  went  abso- 
lutely by  seniority.  In  1854  it  ms 
directed  by  an  Order  in  Council  that 
promotion  should  go  by  selection  and 
not  by  seniority ;  but  so  unfair  was  that 
felt  that  the  Order  was  never  acted  upoi 
for  about  25  years.  It  was  only  in 
1 878  that  the  power  was  first  ezerdsed 
hy  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  How  vas 
that  process  carried  out  ?    It  was  dou 
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by  pure  seleotion,  and  he  should  like  to 
know  how  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  inBtiff  it  as  the  same  course  as 
that  which  was  taken  in  the  Army.  That 
aasertion  he  yentured  entirely  to  dispute. 
Efidence  was  given  before  a  Commis- 
•ion  by  the  Duke  of  Cambridge ;  and  he 
remembered  that  Lord  Cardwell,  when 
in  that  House,  had  described  His  Boyal 
Highness's  evidence  as  representing  the 
Byvtem  in  the  Army  as  seniority  tem- 
pered by  rejection.  The  right  was  re- 
tained to  reject  those  who  were  incom- 
petent; but  that  was  not  the  system 
which  prevailed  in  the  Koyal  Marines. 
In  the  system  adopted  in  the  case  of  the 
Bojal  Marines,  it  waid  selection  distem- 
pered by  favouritism.  An  officer  was 
passed  over  one  day  and  promoted  an- 
other day  to  a  command,  showing  that 
he  could  not  have  been  incompetent  at  the 
time  he  was  passed  over.  He  would 
like  to  know  whether  any  officers  who 
joined  the  corps  previous  to  1855  had 
been  passed  over  by  that  system  of  se- 
lection P  because,  if  so,  clearly  the  terms 
upon  which  they  joined  the  Service  had 
been  violated  and  injustice  had  been 
lone  to  them.  If  that  were  so,  he 
boped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ironld  inquire  into  the  cases  of  the 
liBoers  who  had  been  so  passed  over, 
ind  would  give  them  some  substantial 

Emsation. .  Formerly,  field  officers' 
service  pensions  had  been  consi- 
only  tenable  by  officers  on  the 
ietive  List ;  but  in  two  recent  cases  thoy 
bed  been  allowed  to  be  carried  into  re- 
tirement, thereby  limiting  the  number  of 
rewards  for  the  services  of  the  officers  on 
■ctiTe  service.  As  he  had  already  said, 
one  of  the  evils  of  the  corps  was  the 
■fewness  of  promotion.  That  was  partly 
owing  to  the  retirement  scheme  aaoptcd 
some  time  ago.  That  scheme  did  not 
work  well  and  fairly,  for  there  was  no 
retizement  from  the  higher  ranks.  The 
BSptains — men  in  the  prime  of  life — 
were  those  who  were  retired.  A  man  of 
42  was  still  capable  of  rendering  very 
good  service;  but,  as  the  scheme  worked, 
men  of  50  and  60  in  the  higher  ranks 
seemed  not  compelled  to  retire  compul- 
•orily  at  aU.  In  the  Army  it  was  gene- 
raDy  considered  that  the  time  of  service 
Car  a  captain  was  1 1  years,  and  for  a 
DUtjor  20  years;  but  in  the  Eoyal 
Muines  there  were  three  captains  of  24 
years'  service — double  the  time  that  thoy 
ought  to  have  been  in  that  rank.    There 
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were  no  end  of  lieutenants  who  would 
have  completed  16  or  17  years'  service 
before  they  got  their  promotion.  In 
speaking  of  the  matter  of  promotion,  it 
was  fair  that  he  should  say  that  his  re- 
marks applied  only  to  the  Koyal  Marine 
Light  Infantry,  and  not  to  the  Boyal 
Marine  Artillery,  which  was  in  every  re- 
spect on  a  better  footing.  He  would 
give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  few  de- 
tails as  to  what  was  in  prospect  as  re- 
garded promotion  for  the  present  officers 
in  the  Marines.  In  1880  there  would 
be  no  compulsory  retirement  of  generals, 
colonels,  lieutenant  colonels,  or  majors. 
Nobody  would  be  retired  under  the 
scheme  above  the  rank  of  captain,  but 
six  captains  would  be  retired,  by  which 
so  many  steps  would  be  given  to  lieu- 
tenants ;  but  even  then  there  would  re- 
main a  senior  lieutenant  of  15  years'  ser- 
vice. In  1881  no  generals  would  be 
retired,  but  one  command  of  a  division 
would  lapse ;  there  would  be  no  steps 
Aniong  generals,  lieutenant  colonels,  or 
majors ;  and  no  steps,  therefore,  would 
be  vacant  by  retirement  above  the  rank 
of  captain.  Three  captains  would  be 
retired,  which  would  give  so  many  steps 
to  lieutenants.  There  would  be  then  six 
lieutenants  remaining  of  16  years'  service 
without  promotion.  In  the  year  1882 
there  would  be  no  general  retired,  but 
three  commands  of  divisions  would 
lapse,  and  one  major  would  retire ;  six 
captains,  however,  must  quit  the^Service, 
and  even  then  the  senior  lieutenant 
would  have  16  years'  service.  In  1883 
no  general,  colonel,  or  any  officer  above 
the  rank  of  major  would  be  retired;  but 
three  majors  and  10  captains  would  be 
compulsorily.  retired,  and  there  would 
remain  even  then  10  lieutenants  of  16 
years'  service.  In  that  way,  there  would 
be  25  captains  driven  out  of  the  Service 
at  the  early  age  of  42  in  so  short  a  space 
of  time  as  three  years.  He  thought  he 
had  shown  by  these  figures  that  the 
officers  of  the  Marines  had  really  sub- 
stantial grievances  to  complain  of  in  the 
matter  of  promotion  and  in  the  matter 
of  the  retirement  scheme,  which  was  cer- 
tainly not  working  fairly  and  equitably  for 
all  ranks.  In  conclusion,  he  called  upon 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give  the 
same  justice  to  the  Marines,  who  had  no 
one  to  state  their  views  in  that  House, 
as  had  been  done  to  the  other  Services. 

Mr.  KENTINCK  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
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Admiralty  had  been  blamed  for  having 
followed  too  closely  in  the  steps  of  his 
Predecessors,  by  sanctioning  unwise 
reductions.  Ilis  object  in  rising  was 
to  refer  to  what  had  been  stated  on 
the  subject  of  cruisiog  ships.  It  had 
been  said,  in  the  first  place,  that  cruising 
ships  ought  to  be  able  to  compete  with 
the  ships  of  other  nations.  But  that  was 
not  all  they  wanted.  They  wanted  a 
great  deal  more  than  that.  The  cruising 
ships  of  other  nations  were  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cruising  only ;  but  the  cruising 
vessels  of  this  country  were  required 
also  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
Colonies.  An  attacking  ship  could  judge 
its  own  time  ;  but  a  ship  for  the  purpose 
of  defence  required  to  bo  able  to  meet 
the  foe  at  all  times  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  proposed  to  lay  down  some 
new  ships.  He  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Eeading  (Mr.  Shaw  Lef evre) 
in  the  opinion  that  the  amount  of 
iron-clads  which  it  was  proposed  to 
build  was  insufficient  for  the  service 
of  the  country,  although  he  was  some- 
what surprised  to  hear  that  view  ad- 
vocated by  a  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment which  was  remarkable  for  the 
parsimony  of  its  Naval  Estimates.  He 
had  heard  with  very  much  regret  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  proposal  to 
fit  these  vessels  with  twin  screws.  He 
thought  that  no  greater  mistake  could  be 
made  than  to  furnish  those  vessels  with 
twin  screws.  A  ship  with  a  single  screw 
might  be  a  cruising  ship ;  but  a  vessel 
with  a  twin  screw  was  incapacitated 
from  sailing.  He  had,  therefore,  heard 
with  very  great  regret  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  construct  cruising  vessels  with  twin 
screws,  and  thus  make  it  almost  impos- 
sible for  them  to  be  properly  navigated. 
He  should  contend  that  such  ships  would 
be  almost  useless.  These  vessels  generally 
remained  at  sea  for  a  great  length  of 
time,  and  there  certainly  would  be  no 
economy  in  having  vessels  with  twin 
screws  which  made  them  unable  to  sail. 
Mr.  GOSCHEN  said,  that  they  had 
been  desirous  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  First  Lord  of  fiie  Admiralty 
should  bo  able  to  take  Votes  for  so  much 
as  was  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  the 
Naval  Service  during  the  Hecess.  He 
did  not  wish  at  tliat  moment  to  stand 
long  between  the  riglit  lion.  Gentleman 
and  the  defence  which  he  would,  on  this 
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occasion,  have  to  make,  ag^ainst  hii  own 
supporters.     On  that  ride  of  the  House 
they  had  been  very  reticent,  and  had 
been  satisfied  to  allow  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  own  supporters   to  attack 
him.     He  confessed  that  he  had  a  con- 
siderable fellow-feeling  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  ;  he  had  a  great  deal  of  sym- 
pathy for  him.    Notwithstanding  the 
£5,000,000,  £6,000,000,  or  £7,000,000 
of  extra  money  that  he  had  been  spend- 
ing on  the  navy  during  the  past  five  or 
six  years,  he  was  bitterly  attacked  by  his 
own   supporters  for   not    having  done 
enough.    Some  hon.  Members  on  the  Go- 
vernment side  of  the  House  had  even 
made  two  speeches  against  him.    Any- 
one who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  sit- 
ting through  the  naval  debates  must  be 
aware  that  the  speeches  were  exactly 
the  same  as  were  made  while  the  late 
Administration  was  in  Office.    They  had 
had  a  speech  firom  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Norfolk  (Mr.  Bentinck),  and  that 
they  had  heard  before.    They  had'  alio 
hefl^  the  righthon.Memberfor  Stamford 
(Sir  John  Hay),  who  used  always  to 
make  the  same  kind  of  speech,  perhaps  a 
little  less  complimentary,  when  the  late 
Administration  was  in  Office.    The  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member    for  Fortsmooth 
(Sir  James  Elphinstone)  had  been  n- 
placed  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Ghravesend  (Capiain  Jrim},  as  a  oitie 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  First  Lord. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Oiichei- 
ter  (Lord  Henry  Lennox)  had  been  re- 
placed by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Devonport  (Captain  Frice).     With 
those  differences,  the  speeches  were  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  those  theyhad  fonneily 
been  accustomed  to  hear.    The  Navy  wis 
still,  it  was  said,  unable  to  cope  with  the 
Navies  of  other  countries,  and  the  shipt 
were  still  not  the  right  sort  of  Teaseli. 
Those  were  criticisms  to  which  they  were 
well  accustomed.    The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  First  Lord  must  painfyiy 
feel  that,  notwithstanding  his  exertional 
and  notwithstanding  that  a  single  penny 
he  had  asked  for  from  that  House  cnuisff 
the  last  six  years  had  not  been  denied 
him,  he  could  not  give  satisfaction.  But 
another  criticism  had  been  made  to  the 
effect  that  he  was  not  building  sufficient 
sliips.    No  doubt  there  was  some  foite 
in  Uiat  criticism.    There  were  two  poli- 
cies which  might  be  adopted— one  waa 
repairing  the  Fleet,  and  the  other  vaa 
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building  freeliBhipB.  Therighthon.Oen- 
tleman  the  First  Ix)rd  of  the  Admirsdty 
had  set  his  mind  to  repairing  as  many 
■hips  as  possible,  and  he  certainly  had 
aooomplisned  considerable  results  in  that 
reapeot.  But,  unfortunately,  the  result 
also  was  that  he  had  been  criticized  for 
not  baying  built  sufficient  ships ;  and  as 
his  bon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Pem- 
broke had  stated,  during  the  six  years 
that  the  Oovemment  haa  been  in  Office, 
they  bad  not  turned  out  a  single  iron-clad 
of  their  own  design  from  the  Dockyard; 
those  built  by  contract,  or  purchased  out 
of  the  Vote  of  Credit,  of  course,  being  a 
different  matter.  He  made  no  charge 
against  the  right  hon.  Gentleman ;  but  he 
stated  what  were  the  simple  facts.  The 
LUe  OoTemment  pursued  a  different 
policy,  for  they  concentrated  a  great  deal 
of  their  attention  upon  shipbuilding, 
and  the  result  was  they  were  abused  for 
not  baying  repaired  sufficiently.  The 
fisct  was  that  they  adopted  a  different 
plan  to  the  present  Government.  No 
Detter  illustration  could  be  found  than 
the  case  of  the  Minotaur^  which  cost 
about  £100,000.  If  they  had  had  to 
deal  with  that  they  would,  instead  of 
baring  spent  £100,000  upon  the  boilers 
of  the  Minotaur^  hare  advanced  the  Ajax^ 
and  the  result  would  have  been  on  paper 
that  they  would  have  had  one  ship  less 
to  show.  It  was  in  that  way  that  the 
results  of  the  late  Administration  showed 
unfavourably.  They  looked  to  building 
ships,  and  the  result  was  that  that  great 
Fleet  which  was  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  near  Constantinople  during  the  late 
troubles,  was  built  ana  putinto  hue  bythe 
exertions  of  the  late  Government.  iBut, 
while  building,  thev  did  not,  at  the  same 
time,  concentrate  their  attention  also  on 
the  repairs  of  shins.  In  reply  to  what  had 
fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Norfolk,  he  would  point  out,  althougli 
the  question  had  not  been  raised  from 
their  side,  that  the  late  Administration, 
during  five  years,  built  63,000  tons  of 
iron-clads;  whereas  the  present  Govern- 
ment in  six  years  had  built  only  50,000. 
Therefore,  he  felt  he  was  justiiicd  in 
speaking  of  the  attention  that  the  late 
Administration  had  paid  to  shipbuild- 
ing. The  main  x>oint  seemed  to  him  to 
be  this — and  he  would  wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
it — namely,  that  there  had  been  a  very 
unanimous  feeling  in  the  House  that  the 
progress  of  iron-clad  ships  was  inade- 


quate to  the  occasion.  Ho  hoped  his 
right  hon.  Friend  would  re-consider  his 
proposal,  and,  by  means  of  economy  in 
other  matters,  increase  the  amoimt  of 
work  to  be  done  upon  those  ships.  By 
so  doing,  he  would  be  acting  in  accord- 
ance with  the  feeling  of  his  own  sup- 
porters as  well  as  of  hon.  Members  who 
sat  upon  that  side  of  the  House.  No 
stronger  case  could  be  put  than  that  of 
the  Ajax,  of  which  only  one-eighth 
would  be  advanced.  Could  the  nght 
hon.  Gentleman  give  any  reason  why 
only  one-eighth  of  that  vessel  was  to  be 
advanced  ?  That  was  the  question  that 
he  wished  to  put  to  him.  He  did  not  wish 
to  divert  his  attention  from  the  answer 
that  he  would  give  to  his  own  supporters 
with  regard  to  Sir  Spencer  Bobinson. 
The  hon.  and  gaUant  Member  for  Devon- 
port  had  said  that  it  was  very  important 
for  hon.  Members,  in  going  to  their  con- 
stituents, to  be  able  to  state  that  the 
Fleet  was  not  in  the  condition  depicted 
by  Sir  Spencer  Bobinson.  He  beueved 
that  a  great  many  hon.  Members  would 
wish  to  have  an  answer  to  that  question, 
not  only  for  electioneering  purposes,  but 
also  in  a  national  point  of  view.  They 
would  wish  to  know  whether  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
his  advisers  that  the  Fleet  was  not  able  to 
cope  with  any  force  that  was  likely  to  be 
brought  a&^ainst  it,  or  whether  too  much 
alarm  had  been  raised?  The  skill  of 
Sir  Spencer  Bobinson  was  universally 
acknowledged ;  and  it  would  be  satis- 
factory to  hon.  Members  upon  that  side 
of  the  House,  as  well  as  to  tne  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  own  supporters,  that  he 
should  give  them  some  further  assurance 
than  they  now  possessed  of  the  incor- 
rectness of  Sir  Spencer  Bobinson.  He 
was  bound  to  say  that  there  was  no 
great  confidence  expressed  in  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  said 
that  if  not  in  ships,  yet  certainly  in  men, 
this  country  would  be  equal  to  other  na- 
tions. It  seemed  to  him  that  by  draw- 
ing a  distinction  between  ships  and  men 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  have  had 
an  uneasy  feeling  in  his  own  mind. 
Under  those  circumstances,  he  thought 
it  would  be  doing  good  service  to  the 
country  if  tho  right  hon.  Gentleman 
could  announce  that  he  intended  to  make 
greater  progress  with  tho  ships  which 
were  being  constructed. 

Captain   PIM  said,   ho  believed  ho 
had  made  himself  very  clear  as  to  the 
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cause  of  the  falling-off  of  discipline  in 
Her  Majesty's  Navy,  which  he  had  at- 
tributed to  the  short-service  system  then 
prevailing.  Perhaps,  however,  he  had 
not  read  the  Return  clearly  to  the 
House;  and  he  would,  therefore,  now 
just  quote  the  figures  bearing  upon  the 
question  of  summary  punishment.  He 
maintained  that  it  was  utterly  impos- 
sible for  any  Service  to  be  in  a  proper 
state  of  discipline  which  had,  during 
one  year  alone,  summary  punishments 
to  the  number  of  26,067  at  home  and 
34,911  abroad,  as  appeared  by  the  Re- 
turn. The  total  of  summary  punish- 
ments in  the  Royal  Navy,  during  one 
year  alone,  had,  therefore,  amoimted  to 
no  less  than  60,978.  If  that  did  not 
clearly  show  that  the  discipline  of  the 
Navy  was  in  a  bad  state,  he  did  not 
know  what  would  show  it.  There  was 
another  point  in  connection  with  the 
merchant  vessels,  which,  it  had  been 
suggested,  might  be  made  use  of  in  time 
of  war,  to  which  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  his  right  hon.  Friend.  The 
First  Lord  had  told  the  Committee  that 
he  placed  the  very  greatest  confidence  in 
the  merchant  ships  he  proposed  to  make 
use  of  in  case  of  necessity,  and  that  he 
had  in  view  1 0, 20,  or  30  ready  to  his  hand 
at  a  moment's  notice.  Nobody  could 
expect  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  would 
know  anything  about  ships;  had  he 
possessed  that  knowledge,  he  would 
nave  seen  that  the  merchant  ships  on 
which  he  relied  were  utterly  unfitted  for 
the  purpose  required  ;  they  had  a  length 
equal  to  10  times  their  beam,  and  if 
anybody  would  tell  him  that  such  vessels 
could  bear  guns  upon  their  upper  decks 
— why,  if  that  were  true,  he  knew  no- 
thing whatever  about  a  ship.  He  held 
in  his  hands  a  newspaper  folded  up  to 
one  column — that  was,  only  nine  times 
the  breadth  for  length,  and,  therefore, 
was  no  exaggeration  of  the  present 
shape  of  our  merchant  steamers.  Would 
any  hon.  Member  tell  him  that  such  a 
shape  could  either  support  the  weight 
or  sustain  the  strain  of  firing  broad- 
side guns?  He  wanted  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  before  he  launched  into  that 
experiment,  to  take  one  of  our  Mer- 
cantile Marine  steamers,  and  put  her, 
when  flying  light,  into  dock,  and  run 
out  only  one  gun  on  either  side.  He 
did  not  hesitate  to  say  that,  upon 
those  conditions,  the  ship  would  capsize 
at  once — that  was  to  say,  only  one  gun 
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being  run  out.  ["Oh!"]  Hon.  Memhen 
might  ciy  "  Oh  I "  but  it  was  a  veiy  etsj 
matter  for  his  right  hon.  Friend  to  make 
that  experiment.  Let  him  apply  to  a 
firm  of  shipowners  to  place  one  of  their 
vessels  in  dock,  and  let  him  ran  out  one 
gun  in  the  manner  suggested,  and  he 
believed  that  it  would  be  found  that 
the  vessel  would  capsize;  and,  moreover, 
if  anyone  was  rash  enough  to  fire  that 
gun  all  the  rivets  in  the  wake  of  the 
gun  would  be  started,  and  the  ship  would 
founder.  He  thought  that  before  any 
expenditure  was  gone  into  for  convert- 
ing merchant  ships  for  warlike  purposes 
this  extremely  easy  experiment  should 
be  tried.  He  askea,  was  there  any  hon. 
Member  who  would  not  prefer  to  be  in 
a  gimboat  in  a  g^e  of  wind  rather  than 
in  a  merchant  steamer  thus  fitted?  And, 
moreover,  this  latter  class .  of  TeeseU 
could  not  be  handled  at  all  under  sail 
Take  the  case  of  the  AuBtralim^  which 
vessel  had  broken  her  sorew-shaft,  and 
had  altogether  broken  down  the  other 
day,  lyine  helpless  in  the  trougli  of  the 
sea.  rooming  could  be  more  muafe  than 
to  rely  upon  vessels  of  that  class  except 
as  beasts  of  burden.  It  seemed  to  hm 
a  species  of  madness  to  rely  in  the  re- 
motest degree  upon  such  vessels,  when 
really  useful  seagoing  gunboats  conU 
be  built  and  maintained  for  one-fifth  of 
the  cost  of  merchant  steamers.  He  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  point  out  the  diffi- 
culty which  existed  in  converting  and 
making  use  of  merchant  steamers  at 
enormous  cost,  be  it  remembered,  for 
the  purposes  of  war,  because  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  laid  vexy  gMt 
stress  upon  their  adoption.  In  hii 
opinion,  the  idea  of  making  use  of  these 
vessels  was  a  complete  hSacy ;  and  he 
advised  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  them ;  at  all  eventii 
if  he  was  ever  persuaded  in  that  direc- 
tion, a  dire  responsibility  woold  reit 
upon  his  shoulders,  for  which  he  would 
surely  be  called  to  account. 

Mr.  E.  W.  duff  said,  he  did  not 
agree  entirely  with  the  hon.  and  gallaiit 
member  who  had  just  sat  down  that  there 
were  no  vessels  in  our  Mercantile  Marine 
Service  that  could  be  adapted  to  the 
purposes  of  warfare.  He  was  snxprised 
that  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  no 
reference  had  been  made  that  evening 
to  an  event  which  outside  the  House  had 
attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  in  the 
Naval  Service.    He  referred  to  the  ao- 
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m  in  wUbh  the  Suasear  had  been  en- 
kged.  He  presumed  that  the  right 
)n.  Gtontleman  had  in  his  possession 
e  prinoipal  facts  connected  with  that 
fcion,  and  that  he  would  see  that  they 
Mcaaod  a  very  strong  interest  at  that 
nnent.  A  complaint  had  come  from 
fh  Bides  of  the  House  because  suf&- 
mt  progress  had  not  been  made  with 
a  large  iron-clad  ships.  He  had  no 
obt  that  that  progress  was  very  slow 
proportion  to  what  they  had  been  led 

expect.  Buty  for  his  own  part,  he 
1  not  complain  of  the  Government  not 
ilding  those  large  vessels.  His  opi- 
m  was  that  they  should  build  smaller 
nela  of  greater  power,  because  he 
isidered  that  that  was  a  type  in  which 
)  Na^  were  most  deficient.  They  had 
ud  aL90  of  an  experiment  for  stopping 
lea  in  the  iron  plates  of  ships ;  but  he 
nred  to  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
in  that  the  holes  knocked  in  the  sides  of 
i  Huoicar  were  big  enough  for  him  to 
Ik  through.  He  held  that  they  should 
t  rely  on  any  such  schemes  for  repair- 
I  damage  when  they  had  had  the  ac- 
il  experience  that  iron-clads  could  be 
strojed  by  ramming.  He  hoped  that 
»  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  would 
t  allow  that  lesson  to  be  thrown  away, 
d  that  he  would  give  more  attention 

the  construction  of  small  but  swift 
laela  than  to  the  building  of  large 
[pa.  He  did  not  believe  that  thore 
ire  two  corvettes  in  the  Service  that 
aid  steam  14  knots.  When  the  hon. 
d  gallant  Member  for  Gravesend  (Cap- 
n  Pim)  spoke  about  the  Mercantile 
ftrine,  and  said  it  was  of  no  use  to 

9  Navy,  he  had  thought,  and  begged 
remind  him,  that  some  of  those  ves- 
B  would  make  uncommonly  good  Ala- 
MM.  He  differed  from  the  hon.  Mcm- 
r  for  Pembroke  (Mr.  Heed)  in  his  opi- 
m  that  in  case  of  war  a  great  many 
▼al  officers  would  be  required  to  assist 
the  command  of  these  vessels.  We 
Duld,  however,  require  the  assistance 

some  professional  men,  and  would 
TO  to  frame  our  Estimates  accordingly. 
I  ahoold  be  happy  to  support  the  hon. 
imber  for  Glasgow  (Mr.  Anderson), 

10  would,  no  doubt,  propose  an  addi- 
n  to  the  Estimates  of  the  Navy  for 
I  puxpoae  of  retiring  some  of  the 
Ions  of  the  Boyal  Marines. 

ICb.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  assure  the 
mmittee  that  the  speech  I  have  made 
introdncinff  the  Navy  Estimates  is  by 
an  weotioaeering  speech ;  but  it 


is  a  remarkable  coincidence  that  it  should 
be  made  just  after  the  announcement  of 
an  immediate  appeal  to  the  constituen- 
cies ;  while  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Pembroke  is  an  able  statement 
of  the  supposed  demerits  of  the  present 
Administration.  But,  ingenious  and  able 
as  it  is,  I  cannot  help  remarking  upon 
the  omission  of  the  fact  that  it  was  owing 
to  the  strong  opposition  and  criticism 
which  have  appeared  in  the  public 
papers  that  rendered  it  necessary  that 
a  Committee  should  be  appointed,  and 
owing  to  the  deference  paid  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  prefossional  knowledge  that 
so  long  a  delay  has  been  incurred  in  the 
case  of  the  Inflexible^  the  Ajaxy  and  the 
Agamemnon.  In  point  of  fact,  I  am 
obliged  to  hold  the  hon.  Gentleman 
largely  responsible  for  the  circumstance 
that  those  vessels  are  not  now  much 
nearer  completion,  and  I  cannot  help 
remarking  that  the  Admiralty  are  greatly 
indebted  to  him  for  the  position  in  which 
they  find  themselves.  It  is  a  curious 
fact  that  the  hon.  Member  confined  his 
observations  to  the  Dockyards,  and  did 
not  say  anything  of  the  Northampton 
and  Nelson  built  by  contract,  nor  of  the 
four  other  ships  bought  out  of  the  Vote 
of  Credit  and  added  to  the  Navy.  I  am 
prepared  to  admit  that  if  Parliament 
had  found  more  money  a  larger  amount 
of  tonnage  might  have  been  built.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  City  of  London  (Mr.  Goschen)  is 
perfectly  just  in  his  observation  that 
those  who  devote  themselves  to  the 
building  of  ships  accomplished  a  greater 
amount  of  work  than  those  who  devoted 
tliemselvos  to  keeping  the  Fleet  in  re- 
pair. I  confess  that  it  has  been  the 
view  of  the  Admiralty  that  ships  that 
were  likely  to  prove  elfieient  should  be 
maintained  in  a  state  of  repair  ;  and  wo 
have  spent  a  large  sum  of  money  for 
that  purpose,  the  consequence  being  that 
we  have  now  in  harbour  ships  capable 
of  affording  relief  which  wore  not  be- 
fore forthcoming.  I  do  not  charge  my 
Predecessors  in  Office  with  any  error  in 
:  judgment ;  but,  in  1874, 1  am  obliged  to 
I  point  out  there  were  not  in  harbour,  as 
there  are  at  this  moment,  ships  capable 
of  taking  their  place  in  line  of  battle. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  City  of  London  has  referred  to 
the  case  of  the  Minotaur,  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  the  Minotaur  was, 
however,  in  the  programme  handed  over 
to  us  by  our  PredecessorSi  and  that  is 
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certainly  the  case  as  reg^ards  the  Achilles. 
The  question  we  have  to  answer  is — 
Have  we  built  a  sufficient  number  of 
iron-clads  ?  I  think  we  have.  But  I  am 
by  no  means  unwilling  that  a  larger 
number  of  iron-clads  should  be  built  for 
cruising  purposes,  and  the  fact  that  the 
Fleet  is  m  an  efficient  state  of  repair 
will  enable  us,  in  the  future,  to  spend  a 
larger  amount  in  building ;  but  it  is  our 
clear  duty  to  put  ships  that  are  capable 
of  taking  part  in  the  first  lino  of  battle 
in  repair  before  we  expend  large  sums 
in  building.  Now,  8ir,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  spoke  very  recently  (Mr. 
Ooschen)  referred  to  the  proportion  of 
tons  of  iron-clads  built  before  we  came 
into  Office.  In  1873-4,  I  find  that  the 
iron-clads  actually  built  in  that  year  re- 
presented 7,500  tons— [**No,  no!"] — ^I 
insist  upon  it  that  my  n^ht  hon.  Friend 
the  late  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  found 
the  Navy  in  difficulty,  and  that  he  spent 
money  in  repairs  which  amounted,  in 
the  first  year,  withki  a  few  thousands  of 
the  sum  spent  last  year,  while  he  was 
able  to  build  only  5,000  tons  of  iron- 
clads during  that  year.  We  have  built 
during  the  past  year  7,000  tons  of  iron- 
clads. The  fact  is,  no  rule  can  be  laid 
down.  You  must  proceed  upon  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  case  and  according  to 
your  sense  of  what  is  most  imperative. 
That  is  the  principle  on  which  we  have 
acted.  When  the  Government  came 
into  Office  they  found  a  Fleet  requiring 
repair,  and  they  have  given  it  repair. 
Beferrinff  to  the  observations  that  have 
been  made  in  reference  to  the  additions 
to  the  Navy  under  the  Vote  of  Credit,  I 
stated,  at  the  time  that  that  Vote  was 
taken,  that — 

"'ITio  addition  of  18,000  tons  of  iron-clads 
would  place  mc  in  a  position  to  restrict  the 
buildinir  of  iron-clads,  and  that,  consc<iuc>ntlv, 
I  foil  if  1  spent  £1,500,000  for  the  purpose  of 
building  iron  ships  at  that  time  that  some  re- 
duction ought  to  be  made  in  the  number  of 
votsels  built  during  coming  years.*' 

And  that  I  considered  to  be  taking  up  a 
very  reasonable  position.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Beading  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre) 
has  referred  to  **  the  programme  so  far  as 
it  has  been  carried  out ;''  but  I  trust  he 
has  since  found,  by  the  Paper  placed  in 
his  hands,  that  the  programme  has  been 
substantially  fulfilled.  Again,  the  hon. 
Member  refers  to  the  case  of  the 
Neptune,  I  take  issue  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  on  this  question,  and  I  think 
that  the  money  spent  upon  that  vessel 

Mr.  W.  E.  Smith 


was  a  wise  outlay,  and  that  it  was  a  rlgl: 
purchase  to  make,     fieference  has  ben 
made  to  an  article  which  has  appeared 
in  one  of  the  periodicaLs,  written  br  a 
person  of  great  authority.     I  do  wx 
think  it  would  be  fitting  that  I  should  ii 
'  this  House  attempt    to  make  a  ooo* 
parison  between  tne  Navies  of  Fnace 
and  England.    It  would  be  obTionslT 
most  undesirable  and  improper  that  I 
should    make    any    such    oompariaon. 
What  we  have  to  consider  is,  whether 
the  strength  of  the  Fleets  of  England  is 
sufficient  for  the  duties  which  th^  xniy 
be  called  upon  to  discharge  ?  A  Minister 
would  incur  a  very  great  responsibility 
if  he  shut  his  eyes  to  any  inefficiency  in 
the  Fleet.    I  believe  that  the  Fleets  of 
Enp^land  are  sufficient  for  the  dntiei 
which  thepr  are  called  upon  to  dischaiye. 
I  believe  it  to  be  my  outy,  however,  to 
watch  the  progress  of   shipbailding  in 
other  countries,  and  to  take  care  that 
our  progress  keeps  pace  with  thein; 
and  1  further  beHeve  that  we  are  capable 
of  meeting,  at  the  present  moment,  any 
probable  combinations  of  Powers  at  aea 
m  any  part  of  the  world,  while  I  am 
perfectly  confident  of  the  result.    Look- 
ing at  the  increase    of   strength  aod 
speed  of  our  cruisers  which  w^  be  se- 
cured by  the  course  we  now  propose  to 
take,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  shall  hare 
a  number  of  perfected  vessels  which 
do    not   exist    m   any    other   countiy, 
and  which  can  come  into  action  vith 
anything    but    iron  -  dads    with   con- 
siderable confidence  as   to  the  result. 
It  has  been  remarked   that  our  alups 
in  course  of  building  existed  only  on 
paper.     Now,  it  is  a  serious  question 
whether  the  list  of  vessels  in  Iter  Ma- 
jesty's Service,  placed  in  7^e  Nary  LitU 
is  a  roalitv  or  not.   I  remember  a  remark- 
whieh  fell  from  my  Predecessor  whicb- 
was  applicable  to  this  subject.     He  said 
'*  that  the  ships  incapable  of  going  intc 
action  were  really  nothing  more  thaf- 
paper  ships."  But  I  never  heard  that  th^ 
term  *'  paper  ships  "  has  ever  been  useil- 
in  connection  with  ships  in  course  of  con--' 
struction.     I  now  come  to  the  points 
raised   by  the  hon.  Member  for  Pl^^ 
mouth  (Mr.   Sampson  Lloyd).    I  will 
not  go  through  the  whole  of  the  ques-- 
tions  brought  forward  by  him;   but  'C- 
cannot  help  expressinfl;  my  regret  tha& 
any  officer  should  be  obliged  to  bring  »- 
personal  matter  before  the  House  o^ 
Commons.    I  fully  recognize  the  righfe 
of  the  House  of  Commons  to  oonaid«r  u» 
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cases  of  individuals ;  but  it  fihould,  in- 
deed, be  a  serious  grievance  that  should 
make  it  necessary  to  bring  it  before  the 
House  of  Crommons.  I  believe  that  dis- 
cipline in  the  Service  would  be  very 
seriously  endangered  if  every  personal 

Sievance  were  to  be  ventilated  in  this 
ouse.    I  should  be  sorry  to  inflict  any 
iigiutice  whatever  upon  any  officer,  non- 
commissioned officer,  or  any  person  in 
Her  Majesty's  Service ;  and  upon  this 
point  I  will  observe  that,  in  the  matters 
zeferred  to,  I  have  been  obliged  to  oxer- 
ciae  my  judgment  with  the  full  sense  of 
the  responsibility  attaching  to  it.      I 
hope,  therefore,  for  the  sake  of  the  corps, 
and  for  the  obJeo  of  the  Service  generally, 
that  the  grievances  of  individuals  in  the 
Navy  wul  not  be  brought  before  the 
House.    So  far  as  I  am  informed,  I  am 
not  aware  that  the  amount  of  dissatisfac- 
tion alluded  to  really  exists ;  but  I  am 
aware  that,   when  the  retiring  scheme 
was  carried  into  effect  some  years  ago,  it 
gave  considerable  satisfaction;    and  I 
may  point  out  that,  although  it  is  quite 
true  tbat  captains  in  the  Marines  are  re- 
tired at  the  age  of  42,  captains  in  the 
Army  are  retired  at  the  age  of  40.     So 
that  the  former  have  not  so  much  ground 
for  complaint   as   some  hon.  Members 
seem  to  suppose.     In  leaving  this  point, 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  shall  endeavour  to 
discharge  my  duty  with  regard  to  the 
Boyal  Marines  as  before,  with   a   full 
sense  of  their  great  services,   and  do 
everything  I  possibly  can  to  give  them 
satisfaction.   I  can  assure  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Banffshire  (Mr.  E.  W.  Duff)  that 
the  accounts  of  the  action  in  which  the 
Jluascar  was  engaged  are  very  carefully 
preserved,  and  very  carefully  examined ; 
and  that  as  much  instruction  and  infor- 
mation as  possible,  which  was  likely  to 
be  of  service  to  the  oiflcers  in  the  Navy, 
has  been  obtained  from    that    source. 
One  thing  which  struck  us  very  much 
with  regard  to  that  action  was  the  re- 
markabljf  bad  gunnery  of  the  Huancar. 
In  conclusion,  I  merely  express  a  hope 
that,    as    another  opportunity  will  be 
afforded  to  hon.  Members  for  discussing 
these  Estimates,  the  Committee  will  now 
give  me  the  Vote  on  Account. 

Mb.  £.  J.  KEED  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty had  accused  him  of  taking  no  ac- 
count of  the  ships  built  by  contract  dur- 
ing the  time  tnat  the  present  Govern- 
ment had  been  in  Office.    His  reason  for 


this,  as  he  had  stated,  was  because  the 
present  Administration  had  been  more 
deflcient  in  producing  tonnage  by  con- 
tract than  the  former.  He  had  a  He- 
turn  before  him  in  which  he  found  that 
the  tonnage  of  ships  built  by  contract 
under  the  previous  Administration  ran 
as  follows :— 6,000,  1,600,  5,200,  and 
11,200  tons.  During  the  present  Ad- 
ministration there  had  only  been  two 
years  in  which  the  Admiralty  had  built 
3,000,  and  one  in  which  they  had  built 
800  tons.  He  thought,  therefore,  he 
was  open  to  no  reproach  for  what  he  had 
said  upon  that  subject.  Touching  the 
case  of  the  Huascarj  he  was  afraid  that  a 
false  impression  might  be  produced  as  to 
the  result  of  that  engagement,  and  he 
desired  to  read  an  extract  from  a  letter 
which  had  been  sent  to  him  upon  that 
subject.     The  letter  ran  as  follows : — 

'*  1  was  sent  on  board  in  the  first  boat  to  re- 
port on  tho  condition  of  tho  ship,  and  1  will  just 
give  you  a  rough  idea  of  her  state.  I  found 
that  one  shell  struck  centre  of  stem,  carrying  it 
away,  breaking  short  off  with  tnuisporting 
chocks,  bowsprit  bittn,  cat  and  fish  davits  on 
starboard  side ;  other  shot  passed  through  top- 
galbint  forecastle,  and  has  shaken  it  all  to  atoms, 
parting  all  deck  ends  from  the  waterways  ;  two 
shells  passed  through  fighting  turret ;  one,  in 
passing  or  after  passing,  struck  end  of  starboard 
gun  carriage,  carrying  away  flap  of  trunnion, 
and  burst,  killing  all  hands  belonpring  to  that 
gun;  the  other  passed  through  near  the  top, 
destroying  all  the  tninsverso  beams  fonning 
crown  of  turr<»t,  killing  the  second  ct)mmander, 
who  was  taking  a  sight  at  the  centre  platform  to 
fire  l)oth  guns.  The  small,  elongated,  hexagon 
conning  tower  is  pierced  and  bl«jwn  to  pieces. 
The  commander  (Gran)  was  killed  inside  of  this 
tower  by  our  second  shot ;  nothing  of  him  was 
fdund  but  one  leg — the  rest  is  supposed  to  l>e 
blown  to  jueci's,  charred,  burnt,  pulverized,  or 
otherwise,  iis  no  other  part  of  his  bo<ly  could  bo 
found.  The  .ship  had  six  liol<  s  through  her  hull, 
which  is  four  inches  amiour,  t<ninehesliacking, 
ami  two  and  a-half  inches  plat<'s  inside ;  ono 
of  these  holes  is  very  near  water-lint\  another 
is  close  to  stem,  passmg  fore  and  aft,  striking 
stem  post,  breaking  it  off,  and  the  s:inio  shot 
passiL'd  through  beams,  breaking  them  oft\ 
smashed  block  of  pn»venlive  tackle  and  steering 
gejir  for  the  second  tim«»,  killing  about  seven  or 
eight  men  attending  the  Siinie  at  (»ne  time. 
Another  near  the  last  passeil  through,  tearing 
away  three  iron  beams  into  ribbons,  carrying 
away  iron  block  of  the  first  broken  steering 
gear,  breaking  out  fronts  of  cabins,  wood  bulk- 
heads, &c.  Jt  would  take  a  long  time  to  describe 
tho  damage  done  by  every  shot :  but  it  requires 
seeing  to  believe  the  destruction  done.  Ono 
r2-poun(ler  gun  had  the  muz/le  cut  olT  by  a 
shot.  Fish  and  cat  davits  art'  carried  away, 
coamings  destroyed,  and  skylights,  decks  cut 
up  in  all  directions.  Ventilators,  riding  bol- 
lards for  chain  forward,  perforated  with  hok-s 
from  seven,  nine,  and  20-poundcr  guns,  mitrail- 
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leuse  and  rifles,  also  mainmast  and  mizen  pole 
for  adjusting  compass,  bulwarks  and  hammock 
nettings  carried  away,  also  portable  iron  bul- 
warks, which  fall  down  for  combat,  partly  shot 
away  and  lost,  the  whole  of  one  side  of  ports, 
after  bulwarks  under  poop,  blown  clean  out  by 
shell.  To  go  on  to  describe  the  particulars 
would  make  a  small  book.  I  wish  to  state  hero 
that  'apabalases,'  or  shot  plugs,  are  out  of 
the  question  after,  or  at  an  armour-clad  fight, 
they  are  entirely  useless ;  not  a  hole  was  either 
round,  square,  or  oval,  but  different  shapes, 
ragged,  jagged,  and  torn ;  the  inside  parts  and 
half-inch  plating  being  torn  in  ribbons,  some  of 
the  holes  inside  are  as  large  as  4  feet  by  3  feet, 
all  shapes ;  there  are  many  shot  plugs  of  pine 
on  .board  here,  all  sizes,  conical  shape  and  long ; 
but  they  are  of  no  use  whatever.  The  scene  on 
board  no  pen  can  describe,  and  it  would  require 
seeing  to  believe.  We  had  to  climb  over  heaps 
table  high  of  eUbris  and  dead  and  wounded, 
fronts  and  pieces  of  cabins,  beds,  bedding,  and 
clothing,  bodies,  some  without  heads,  others 
without  arms,  legs,  &c.,  &c.,  too  awful  to  de- 
scribe. The  engines  escaped.  We  fired  45 
Palliser  sheU,  and  the  engmeers  who  were  on 
board  say  that  every  shell,  or  nearly  so,  must 
have  struck,  and  that  every  one  IJiat  struck 
burst  on  board,  doing  awful  destruction.  The 
*  Cochrane '  received  one  shell  through  upper 
part  or  thin  plating  forward  in  wake  of  galley, 
breaking  it  all  to  pieces ;  another  passed  through 
upper  works  at  commander's  cabin,  breaking 
fore  and  aft  bulkhead  of  cabins  in  a  direction  of 
the  opposite  angle,  breaking  skylight  above 
ward  room,  thwart  ship  bulkhead — wood — 
passed  on,  cut  in  two  a  5-inch  iron  pillar, 
through  the  pilot's  store  room,  struck  armour 
plate,  glanced  off,  passed  through  plating  of 
embrasure  closet  at  comer,  fini^iiing  at  after 
gun  port,  and  went  overboard.  This  shell 
passea  in  at  starboard  after  part  of  stem,  and 
terminated  at  after  battery  port  port  side,  but  at 
the^  extreme  comer  of  embrasure  below  the  port, 
which  is  finished  with  ^m»  wide  angle  iron, 
canying  out  a  part  of  the  angle  iron  in  its 
flight. 

Officers  taken  prisoners  . .  28 
Sailors  „  „  ..  144 
Among  which  are  wounded. .  (30) 
Killed 69 


Total  on  board 


241 


These  particulars  are  as  near  as  I  can  possibly 
state,  and  I  feel  a  great  pleasure  and  am  thank- 
ful at  being  spared  to  be  able  to  give  you  this ; 
and  I  shall  be  very  pleased  at  any  time  to  give 
you  information  respecting  the  iron-clads." 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(2.)  £680,884,  on    account,   Wages, 
Sec.  to  Seamen  and  Marines. 

(3.)  £253,381,  on    account.  Victuals 
and  Clothing  for  Seamen  and  Marines. 

4.)  £44,871,  on  account,  Admiralty 


Office. 


Mb.   OHILDEBS  said,  that  he  did 
not    wish   to    take    any    exception   to 

Mr.  E.  J.  Reed 


this  Vote,  or  to  the  general  action  of  tke 
Admiralty  in  dealing  with  the  Admiralty 
Office.    When  he  was  in  Office,  at  the 
end  of   1868,  one  of    the   first  things 
which  struck  him  as  requiring  alteration 
was  the  enormously  redundant  condition 
of  the  Admiralty  Office.    There  were  m 
that  Office  double  or  treble  the  number 
of  clerks  and  officers  that  were  required. 
Under    those     circumstances,    he   had 
initiated  a  very  great  reduction  of  offi- 
cers, with  the  view  of  ultimately  arriT- 
ing  at  a  number  similar  to  that  which 
had  now  been  adopted  by  his  right  hon. 
Friend.     For  this  he  had  been  yiolently 
attacked  by  right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentle* 
men  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hooae. 
Every  kind  of  epithet,  from  cheeseparing 
savings  to    reckless   and    ruthless  de- 
struction, had  been  applied  to  his  econo- 
mies.    He  persevered,  however.    Not  a 
single  clerk  had  been  appointed,  not  a 
single  vacancy,  filled  from  that  time  to 
this ;  and  now  another  sweeping  reduc- 
tion had  been  made  of  nearly  half  the 
clerks.     He  was  glad  to  give  his  testi- 
mony to  the  benefit  of  the  First  Lord's 
scheme ;  and  to  say  that,  having  compared 
the  state  of  things  which  existed  at  the 
time  he  took  Office  with  that  which  had 
now  been  brought  about  by  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  present  First  Lord  of  theAd- 
miralty,  he  could  sincerely  congratulate 
him  on  what  he  had  effected.     He  him- 
self, and  the  right  hon.  Ghentleman  had 
succeeded  in  reducing  the  number  of 
the  Admiralty  and  Accountant  Gheneral'a 
clerks  from  207  to  the  modest  figure 
of  97.      He  would  also  wish  to  con- 
gratulate   him    upon    the   considera- 
tion and  fairness  vmich  he  had  shown 
in  effecting  the  various  changes.    Not 
only  had    the    expense  of   uie  Office 
been  greatly  reduced,  but  its  efficiency 
had  been  greatly  increased.     He  should 
like,  however,  to  express  his  extreme 
regret  at  the  intelligence  that  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  rendered  very  great 
services  to  the    public   was    about  to 
leave  the  Admiralty  under  the  final  re- 
duction which  was  contemplated.    He 
alluded  to  Mr.  James  Noe^  an  officer 
who  had  been  engaged  in  duties  of  the 
most  confidential  and  of  the  most  useful 
character  at  the  Admiralty  for  many 
years.    That  gentleman  had  been  vir- 
tually the  permanent  chief  of  die  Office 
of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  durinff 
successive  Administrations.      Me   haa 
been  in  the  secrets  of  eveiy  Firat  Lord 
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last  15  or  20 years;  and  now, 
nparatiTely  early  age,  he  was  to 
ea  on  a  pension,  wmch  lie  (Mr. 
s)  did  not  donbt  would  be  of  a  just 
Bral  oharaoter;  but  still  he  oould 
)  thinking  that  it  would  be  most 
nate  if,  through  any  technical 
as  to  the  classification  of  clerks, 
noes  of  Mr.  James  Noel  were 

the  public.  He  would  entreat 
it  hon.  Gentleman  to  consider  whe- 
ider  some  new  arrangement,  Mr. 
Noel  could  not  be  retained  in 
iniralty  Office,  and  enabled  still 
larffo  those  duties  by  which  he 
ea^  rendered  such  benefit  to 
>lio  Service  ? 

W.  H.  SMITH  said,  that  he  had 
leeire  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
lOn.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
act.  It  would  give  very  great 
tion  to  himself  and  to  his  Col- 

if  Mr.  Noel  would  consent  to 

the  Admiralty;  but  his  retire- 
id  been  at  his  own  desire,  and  he 
;  know  how  to  refuse  to  allow  a 
lan  to  retire  who  asked  to  leave 
nround  of  his  long  service.  He 
l>e  glad  to  communicate  again 
X,  Noel  on  the  subject;  and  if  he 
posed  to  withdraw  nis  application 
foment  it  would  be  very  favour- 
oeived  by  him. 

OHILDEBS  said,  that  he  was 
on  no  communication  from  Mr. 
but  the  fact  of  his  retirement 
come  to  his  knowledge,  he  had 
iself  compelled  to  urfi^e  his  reten- 
the  Service  if  possible. 
E.  J.  KEED  said,  he  would  like 
r  whether  the  House  would  have 
r  opportunity  of  criticizing  the 
d^  Votes  ? 

W.  H.  SMITH  said,  that  there 
ly  would  be  another  opportunity. 

tigrged  to, 

£48,569,     on    account,     Coast 
Service   and  Boyal  Naval  Be- 
Ao. 

£28,276,  on    account.   Scientific 

£835,896,  on  account,  Dock- 
and  Naval  Yards  at  Home  and 
1. 

SHAW  LEFEVEE  said,  he 
that  the  Government  would  lay 
tie  Table  of  the  House  a  more  de- 
programme,  showing    the  work 


which  had  actually  been  carried  out 
during  the  past  year.  The  present  de- 
tfidled  account  was  so  utterly  unintel- 
ligible that  it  was  impossible  to  make 
comparisons  by  means  of  it.  He  had 
compared  the  programme  of  the'present 
year  with  that  of  last  year ;  and,  if  he 
was  accurate,  the  programme  of  last 
year  had  not  been  carried  out  with  re- 
gard to  shipbuilding,  and  the  promised 
advances  had  not  been  made.  Vessels 
were  nothing  like  so  near  completion  as 
it  was  promised  last  year  they  should  be. 
No  doubt,  money  had  been  spent  upon 
them ;  but  the  vessels  were  not  so  com- 
plete as  it  was  promised  they  should  be. 
For  instance,  to  take  the  case  of  the 
Ir^exihhy  it  was  stated  in  the  Estimates 
of  last  year  that  5,983  tons  of  that 
vessel  had  been  completed,  and  1,293 
tons  were  promised  during  the  ensuing 
year.  But  it  was  now  stated  that  only 
6,490  tons  of  that  vessel  had  been  ac- 
tually finished;  so  that,  instead  of  1,293 
tons  as  promised  having  been  added  to 
the  vessel,  about  500  tons  only  had  been 
completed  during  the  year.  Therefore, 
he  thought  he  was  justified  in  saying 
that  the  programme  had  not  been  carried 
out.  The  money  voted  for  the  work  had 
probably  been  spent,  not  on  the  comple- 
tion of  vessels,  but  on  alterations.  Ho 
thought  it  would  be  well  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  lay  a  detailed  statement 
with  regard  to  these  matters  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH  said,  that  the 
information  required  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber should  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House.  When  the  figures  were  laid  in 
detail  before  the  House  it  would  be 
found,  he  thought,  that  the  total  dififer- 
ence  between  the  amount  promised  and 
the  actual  tonnage  completed  only 
amounted  to  59  tons.  Before  the  Esti- 
mates were  considered,  thoy  would  be 
able  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the 
work  actually  done  on  iron-clad  ships. 

An  hon.  Member  said  that  his  hon. 
Fiiond  the  Member  for  Beading  (Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre)  had  pointed  out  that  the 
work  upon  the  Infltxible  had  not  been 
completed  to  the  extent  which  had  been 
promised,  but  was  extremely  backward. 
He  did  not  see  that  it  was  an  answer 
to  that  observation  to  show  that  work 
making  up  the  amount  promised  had 
been  done  upon  other  ships. 

Mr.  W.  U.  smith  said,  that  the 
Estimates  were  prepared  on  the  calcula- 
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tion  that  a  certain  sum  would  complete 
one  ton  of  a  vessel.  Accordingly,  it 
was  stated  that  so  many  tons  would  be 
completed,  and  a  certain  amount  of 
money  was  asked  for.  In  the  course  of 
construction  of  vessels  it  had  been  found 
that  they  were  sometimes  much  more 
expensive  than  was  originally  supposed, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  the  work 
done  for  the  money  spent  fell  short  of 
what  had  been  originally  estimated.  At 
present,  the  mode  of  estimating  the 
work  done  W6is,  in  his  opinion,  ex- 
tremely unsatisfactory ;  and  he  desired 
for  the  future  to  frame  an  Estimate 
showing  the  original  estimated  force  of 
vessels,  and  then  the  work  which  was 
done  on  them. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said,  it  was  con- 
tended on  that  side  of  the  House  that, 
whereas  money  had  been  spent  for  ship- 
building, yet  the  work  had  not  been 
done.  It  was  true  that  there  was  at 
present  very  little  mode  of  ascertaining 
the  amount  of  work  done  except  by  the 
money  spent.  He  should  be  very  glad 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  devise 
some  other  system,  by  which  a  more 
exact  comparison  could  be  made  between 
the  work  actually  done  and  the  money 
spent  in  doing  it. 

Mr.  E.  J.  EEED  said,  that  under  the 
old  system  they  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  money  Estimate  for  ships.  The  in- 
troduction of  a  ton- weight  added  nothing 
whatever  to  their  information;  but  merely 
made  the  departures  from  the  original 
Estimate  more  glaring.  In  the  present 
case,  what  really  happened  was  that  the 
old  system  was  not  less  applicable  at  the 
end  of  a  ship  than  at  the  beginning. 
The  remarkable  feature  of  the  present 
Administration  was  that  the  Estimates 

Eut  forward  and  sanctioned  by  the  House 
ad  never  been  to  any  extent  completed. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  Government 
now  proposed  to  introduce  a  system  to 
make  permanent  their  departures  from 
the  Estimates  laid  before  the  House. 
It  was  now  the  custom  to  make  the 
statement  that  the  Estimates  laid  before 
the  House  had  not  been  in  any  way  car- 
ried out.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  introduced  into  his  prog^mme  two 
headings  for  vessels.  One  was  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  building  the  hull  given  in 
the  programme  of  1879-80,  and  the 
second  the  real  estimated  cost  of  build- 
ing the  hull.  Thus  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  estimated  cost  of  building  the 

Mr.  jr.  E.  Smith 


hull  varied  from  year  to  year.  Then 
was  another  objection  to  this  form ;  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  only  proposed  to 
compare  the  Estimates  of  last  year  with 
those  of  the  present  year.  They  would, 
therefore,  have  to  hunt  back  throagh 
the  Estimates  for.,  perhaps,  seven  yetn, 
in  order  to  trace  the  original  proponl 
for  the  cost  of  a  particular  vessel.  He, 
for  one,  certainly  objected  to  the  system 
of  departing  from  the  Estimates  kid 
before  Parliament  being  made  permi- 
nent.  It  would  g^ve  rise  to  a  licence  in 
the  Estimates  for  ships,  and  would  set 
aside  the  whole  control  of  that  House 
over  the  proposals  of  the  Gbvemmeni 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  had  not  stated  why  so  small 
a  proportion  of  work  was  to  be  done  on 
iron-clad  vessels  during  the  ensuing  year. 
What  was  the  reason  that  the  Ajax  and 
the  Agamemnon  were  not  to  be  more  ad- 
vanced ?  

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH  said,  they  could 
do  nothing  more  to  those  vessels  at  pre- 
sent, on  account  of  alterations  to  the 
machinery. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(8.)  £17,790,  on  account,  Yietualliog 
Yfiirds  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

(9.)  £15,861,  on  aoooont,  Medical  & 
tablishments  at  Home  and  Abroad. 

(10.)  £5,350,  on  account,  Marine  Di- 
visions. 

Captaiw  PRICE  asked  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  give  some  ex- 
planation with  regard  to  the  redaction 
in  the  number  of  Marines  ?  The  nam- 
her  of  Marines  voted  for  the  year  was 
13,000,  and  a  Vote  on  Account  of  that 
number  of  men  was  taken.  In  another 
part  of  the  Estimates  it  was  stated  that 
it  was  contemplated  to  reduce  the  estab- 
lishment of  Marines  by  260  men.  He 
should  like  to  know  why  that  redneticm 
was  to  take  place. 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH  said,  that  vhea 
the  Estimates  for  the  present  year  vi^ 
being  prepared  they  were  250  men  under 
their  strength.  Instead  of  reduciag  the 
number  to  be  voted,  he  thought  it  oetttf 
to  leave  it  at  13,000,  so  that  they  ooold 
work  up  to  that  number  if  they  saw  fi^ 
but  to  reduce  the  money  asked  for  to  A^ 
sum  which  experience  showed  they  would 
require.    He  might  mention  thatthV 
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£3S3,750,    on    Mwonnt,   Naral 
T  BiUkUag  Mid  Bepvring  the 

a. 

£192,250,  on  aooount,  Hoclii- 
l  Shipa  built  by  Contraot. 
£139,737,    on    Mooont,    Nott 
BoOdioga,  Tard  Mttohinery,  And 

eiS,787,  on  aooonnt,  Medloinee 
iottl  Stores,  &o. 

£9,312,   on    ftoooont.    Martial 


£83,940,  on  acoonnt,  Uiaoel- 

Servioee. 

£223,789,  oa  aooonnt,  Half  Pa;, 

I  Half  Fay,  and  Betired  Fay  to 

i  tiie  Navy  a&d  Mannee. 

E205,S04,  on  accannt,  Uilitaiy 

and  Alio  wan  COS. 

£80,007,  on  aooonnt,  Oinl  Fen- 
l  AUowanoM. 

£42,875,  on  aooount.  Extra 
for  Serrioee  not  Naval  — 
An.  on  aocount  of  the  Army 


EBYICB   AND   REVENUE    DE- 
IEKT8,  VOTE  ON  ACCOUNT. 
!,400,  on  aocount,  viz. : — 
tHvncES.— Clnsa    I.,   OlaaB  11., 
H.,  Class  rV.,  Class  V.,  Class 
lass  VII.,   and  the  Bevekte 

ilotion  made,  and  Question  pro- 


Hajartr,  on  MC< 
Sfiiif  t£a  ChATge  for  the  following 
SM  ud  Bereniu  Depaitmenta  for  the 
(  OS  the  Slit  daf  of  Mucti  ISflt, 


Cmx  SEBTIOES. 
— PuBUc   Works  ard  Bcild- 

noB. 
nat  Britain  :— 

£ 
OM        ..  ..  Q.«IHI 

fk  Home  600 


Rojal  Parks  and  PteMine  Qardn*   ..  28,200 

HnusoB  i,(  P^rtiamBnt          ..             ..  »,000 

\'<Mh  RuiliUnits 29,200 

Fimiiliiri  -if  PublicOEMS..             ..  4,100 

ll..vtnii"n,partmoiit  Buildings          .•  46,000 

rniintv  Court  Buildbga                        ..  12,700 

Metropoliuin  Polica  CoiirtB                 ..  7,000 

SharifF  Court  IIoub*»,  Scotlmd         . .  2,100 

Sow  Courts  of  Jnstioc,  to. .  ■             . .  28,000 

Survey*  of  the  Onitfd  KiDgdooi        ..  33,iOO 

Science  and  AH  Dc-partment  Buildings  5,100 

British  Moioum  Buildings  . .             ,.  1.200 

Nutural  History  SIuBcum                    . .  7,S00 

Eilinhurgh  University  Baildjng*        . .  -    - 

Harbours.  &c.  undor  Board  o£  Trado . .  6,000 
Rat^-i  on  Qovenunont  Property  (Great 

Britain  nod  Ireland)         . .             . ,  86,000 

MotropoUlon  Fire  Brigsdo  . .             . ,  2,600 

Ireland: — 

Pablio  Bnildinga    ..             ..             ..  17,300 

Sdeoce  and  Art  UnMnm,  Dablin      >  •  SOO 

BhannoD  NaTigatdon            . .             . .  6,000 

Lighthouiee  Abroad             . .             . .  2,800 

DiplonuLtic  and  Coniultur  Building*  . .  6,f  00 

Class  II.— Salaeies  akd  Extbrsbs  of 
Public  Depabtuents. 

England:—  £ 

House  of  I.orda.  Offipas        ..               ..  11,000 

House  of  Communa,  OlEros. .               . .  12,000 

Treanuy,     incloding     ParliamaBtary 

Oonnsel               ..             ..             ..  15,100 

Homo  Office  and  Snbordiaata  Depart- 
ments . .                           .  •             . .  22,500 
ForeiKQ  Offioe        . .                            . .  18,100 

ri_i — .'_i /-im —                          __              __  6,500 


CI:,,::,'   r..n.::l-,i,,n    ^inrluding 

En. 

do«-od8ch(    '     1'  :  .ri.n.'tlt) 

8,100 

7,100 

Cop>hQlJ,  Inclosure,  and  Tithe  Com- 

4,300 

.   '"""'°"               ■■         ^,-l;E,| 

2,100 
14,000 

1,000 
86,200 

Lun«oy  CommiMiou 

3,800 

Mint 

16,600 

N..ii;,.nalD,.U  Office 

4.400 

]>iti.nl^.ffico 

7,000 

l■,l^r„!,st.■r  n.nioml-sOffioo.. 

6,400 

r. /■■!!.   \V..rU5LoonC)innii»siott 

2,600 
5,300 

i'.',„.rarii'0ffice    '.'. 

12.000 

nUico  and  Printing 

116,000 

6,000 

\V,.,U  ■,„.l  i'ulilL.;  Dtiildingi..  Office  of 

10,800 

5,800 

Scotland:— 

Exchequer  and  other  Offices 

1,700 

Fishery  Bonrd 

3,500 

1,500 

Kegistmr  Ueneral's  Office    .. 

1,900 

BoHid  of  Snijcn-iiiion 

4,700 
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Lord  Lieutenant's  Houaehold 
Chief  SecraUrr'a  Office,  *c. 
Charitabla    DonatiODS   and   Bequests 

OeSce    .. 
Local  OoTernmant  Boiud 
PubHc  "Works  Office 
Record  Ofli™ 

HeRistrar  General's  Office  . 
Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey        ..       6,' 

Clabb  m. — Law  aito  Justiob. 


Law  Chargea 

Tublio  Proaecutar'a  Office    ■ . 
Criminal  Prosecutions 
Chancory  Division ,  High  Court  of  Jus- 
Queen's  Bench,  &c.   Divisions,  High 

Court  of  Justice 
Probata,  &c.  Eegistries,  High  Court  of 

Justice.. 
Admiialty   Begistry,  High  Court   of 

Justice.. 
Wreck  Commiaaion 
Bankruptcy  Court  (London) 
County  Courts       . .  ■  >  . .    1 

Land  Eepistry 
Eeviflinf;  Barristers,  Il^land 
Police  Courts  (Londou  and  Sheeniew) 
Metropolitan  Polico  . .  . .    1 

County  and   BorouH-h    Police,    Great 

Britain  (for  Tnspoction  only]f 
Convict   EBtaHiBfaments   in   England 

and  the  Colonies  . .  . .    1 

Prisons,  England  . .  . .  . .    1 

Reformatorv  and  Indottrial  Schoola, 

Oreat  Britain      . . 
iBroadniear  CriauDil  Lunatio  Asylaro 

Scotlnnd:  — 
Lord  Advocate,  and  Criminal  Proceed. 

ings      .. 
Courts  of  I.inv  nnd  Justici'  . . 
Begister  H.mau  D^purtmfnts 
Pruons,  Scotland  . . 

Law  Charges  and  Criminal  Fraaecu- 

Chancery  Diviaiou,  lligh  Court  of  Jul- 

Qneen's  Bench,  &c.  Divisions,  ditto 
Land  Judgoa'  OQicos,  ditto  . . 
Probato,  &<:.  Registries,  ditto 
Court  of  Bankruptcy 
Admiraily  Court  Registry   .. 
Itegiatry  of  Deeds, . 
Jlegistry  of  Judgments 
County  Court  Officers.  &o.  .. 
Dublin  Metropolitun  Police  [Lnoluding 

Police  Courts)     . . 
Conitabulary 


British  Moaenm     . . 

^■^lliouBl  Gnllen- 

Niitionsl  Portrait  Gallery    .. 

I^amod  Societies,  ic. 

T.ondon  UniverMty 

Deep  Sea  Exploring  ExpAdition  (Ba- 

port)     .. 
Sydney  and  I 

Exhibitiona 


Public  Ednoation  . ,  . . 

nniveraitiea,  Ac.    . . 
National  Qallary    . . 

Ireland: — 
Public  Ednoation  . . 

T.  ,..l..i--'  l'.n'.i-,nOffioa      .. 
I  j[.]ii\v..  i  Si'lLf>oiij  Coimnissiooera 

Queen's  Colleges    .. 
Boyal  Irish  Ac«dem7 


OlABB  T. — OoLOBUL,  OtUrSITLAX,  AID 
OTEXB  FOKXIQK  SZHTICXS. 


Diplomatic  Servioea 

CoDBuIar  Services 

Colonies.  Gmcls  in  Aid 

OranRc  River  Territory  and  St.  Helena 

SueK  Canal  (Britiah  Directors) 

.SuppruBsion  of  the  81avo  Trade 

Tonnago  Bouatie*,  4c. 


Subsiilica  to  Telegraph  ComponlM 


ClABS  Yl. — StTFEBAKKUATIOlT  AMD  He- 
TIRED  ALLOWANCEa,  AMD  QRATCItlE* 
FOB     ChaBITABLE     AMD     OTHBS    Pr»-- 


fJiil..-riniiuation   and   Betind  ABor-  £ 

.in^.;.*                                                        ,.  300,900 

Merchant  Seamen's  Fnnd  Pendona,  kc  7,1  OO 
Itelief   of   Distressed  Britudl  Seunen 

Abroad..             ,.             ..             ..  B,lO« 

Pauper  Lunatics,  England  ,.             ,.  -      * 

Pauper  Lunatics.  SooUand  . ,             . .  •      * 

V.uii.rLunuli.-.,  Inbud      ..               ..  WfiO« 

Hu«jjitjd!<  und  Infirmarisa,  Ireland  ..  4,SO0 
BnvmgB  Bants  and  Friendly  Sodetia* 

Deficiency  .,  ..  ,.  •  " 
Mit>e'illaneouB    Charitablo    and   othar 

AJlownnccs,  Groat  Britain  MMHI 

Misi-eOjinuoHs   ChariUUa    and   othtr  _ 

AUowanDsa,  Ireland          ..             ,.  l,!®" 

Clabb  YII. — MrscaLLANEoce,   Braa*^- 

AND  TZHPOHAXT  OBnOIB. 


Total  for  avil  B< 


«MM,-** 
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Children  Bill. 
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VElirUE  DEPABTBCENTS. 


PiM^ket  Serrioe 
Tdographi 


110,000 
200,000 
410,000 
200,000 
350,000 


for  BeTenne  Dapaxtments  £1,270,000 
rand  Total  . .  £5,662,400 


CLLWYN  said,  that  he  made 
ion  to  this  Vote  being  taken,  as 
ider  yery  exceptional  circum- 

At  the  same  time,  he  must 
B^ainst  its  being  regarded  as  a 
t.  The  Ciyil  Service  Estimates 
■eaaing  in  a  manner  which  de- 
Bevere  criticism  npon  the  part 
louBOy  and  showed  that  there 
great  waste  in  drawing  them 
the  same  time,  it  was  obviously 
e  in  an  expiring  Parliament  to 
oriticize  them;  and  he  should 

objection  to  the  Vote  being 

freed  U. 

fcions  to  be  reported  To'tnorrow; 
ttee  to  sit  again  npon  Wednei- 


iKD   DEAF-MUTE   CHILDREN 

BILI^[BiLL  41.] 
eikemtf    Mr.    Montttgue   Seott,    Mr, 

B^i^fmmm  WiUuim$,) 

rm.  [Progreee  Ath  March.'] 
\eUered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Oommittee.) 

1  (On  the  application  of 
f  a&j  deaf-mute  or  blind  child, 
Ghuurdians  may  send  such  child 

ment  proposed, 

I,  Him  9,  after  ** child,"  inaert  "reai- 
my  aiMh   onion  or    pariah." — {Mr. 

mont  0^eed  to  ;  words  inserted 

}NK  said,  that  the  Amendment 
boot  to  move  had  been  care- 
led,  and  had  been  taken  from 
Actof  41  &  42  Fiet.  c.  60.  He 
that  the  clause  should  run 
\>  any  school  fitted  for  the  re- 
f  young  persons  suffering  imder 


such  infirmities."  It  would  be  seen  that 
it  would  then  run  on  all  fours  with  the 
Irish  Act.  He  begged  to  move  the 
Amendment  standing  in  his  name. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1,  line  17)  leave  out  *'  such  child, 
whether,"  and  insert  "young  peraons  suffering 
under  such  infirmitieB.'^— {ifr.  Monk.) 

Amendment  agreed  to ;  words  inserted 
accordingly. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
17,  leave  out  **  shall  or  shall  not  have," 
and  insert  **  having." — {Mr.  Monk.) 

Mr.  WHEELHOUSE  said,  he  must 
oppose  the  Amendment.  There  were 
many  schools  which  did  not  require  to 
be  certified  at  all. 

Mr.  monk  said,  the  object  of  the 
Amendment  was  that  children  should 
only  be  sent  to  such  schools  as  had  been 
certified  imder  the  provisions  of  25  & 
26  Viet.  c.  43.  That,  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  ^ew,  was  a  usual 
form.    

Mr.  WHEELHOUSE  said,  he  did  not 
want  to  make  it  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  school  should  be  certified  to  which 
the  children  were  to  be  sent.  There 
were  many  schools  which  did  not  require 
to  be  certified  at  all ;  and  he  wanted  to 
bring  both  descriptions  within  the  Bill. 

Mr.  monk  said,  the  Amendment  was 
perfectly  right  as  it  stood  on  the  Paper. 
If  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
would  allow  it  to  stand  it  would  be  far 
better.  There  were  very  strong  objec- 
tions taken  to  children  being  sent  to 
schools  which  were  not  certified  and  not 
under  the  control  of  Government. 

Amendment  agreed  to ;  words  inserted 
accordingly. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  1,  line  27,  after  "burial''  inaert 
"  Provided  always,  That  the  amount  to  be  paid 
by  such  union  or  parish  for  the  reception,  main- 
tenance, and  education  of  every  such  pauper 
child  so  received  in  any  such  school  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  five  shillings  weekly."—  {Mr, 
Monk.) 

Mr.  WHEELHOUSE  said,  that  this 
Amendment  would  render  the  portion  of 
the  Bill  which  provided  for  the  education 
and  maintenance  of  children  ahnost 
nugatory,  practically.  Ho  did  not  wish 
to  delay  the  Comniittoe  for  a  moment ; 
but  he  had  in  his  mind  an  instance  in 
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which  the  Board  of  GhiardianB  refused 
to  send  a  child  to  the  Liverpool  School, 
leaving  that  child  without  education  and 
without  care.  It  could  not  be  too  much 
to  ask  that  children  should  have  some- 
thing more  spent  upon  them  than  the 
sum  named. 

Mb.  monk  said,  he  wished  to  re- 
mind the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
that  he  had  accepted  this  Amendment 
last  year  at  the  recommendation  of 
the  Home  Secretary.  It  had  been 
proposed  last  year  that  the  sum  should 
be  limited  to  3«.  6i.  a-week ;  but  after 
some  discussion  a  compromise  was  ef- 
fected, and  the  sum  of  5«.  a-week  agreed 
upon.  This  Proviso  was  the  exact  coun- 
terpart of  one  in  the  Irish  Act  of  1878. 
It  had  never  been  intended  that  these 
children  should  be  maintained  and  edu- 
cated entirely  out  of  the  rates.  What 
was  meant  was,  that  a  portion  of  the 
expense  should  be  borne  by  their  parents, 
and  bs,  a-'^ek  was  certainly  as  much  as 
the  ratepayers  ought  to  be  called  upon 
to  pay.  They  ha^  a  precedent  in  the 
Act  passed  the  year  before  last  for  the 
relief  of  poor  afflicted  persons  in  Ireland, 
and  he  must  certainly  press  his  Amend- 
ment. 

Sib  HENET  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  he  was  afraid  that  there  would  be 
some  difficulty  in  going  beyond  the 
amount  of  5«.;  and  he  reminded  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  (Mr.  Wheelhouse) 
that  to  do  so  would  be  to  go  outside  the 
amount  of  the  allowances  in  the  case  of  in- 
dustrial schools.  He  could  hardly  assent 
to  the  payment  of  a  larger  sum  than  that 
at  present  granted  in  the  case  of  insti- 
tutions having  similar  duties  to  per- 
form. 

Amendment  agreed  to  ;  words  im&rted 
accordingly . 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Remaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

House  reeutned. 

Bill  reported ;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered To-morrow, 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

CONSOLIDATED   FUND   (kO.    1)   BILL. 

RcBolutionB  [March  5]  reported^  and  agreed  to  : 
— Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Haikeh, 
Mr.  Chancellou  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Sir 
Henrt  Selwix-Ibbetbon. 

Bill  preunied,  and  read  the  first  time. 
Mr,  Wheelhome 


PROBATES  OF  WHXS,   fto.  [STAXP  Dmis] 

BILL. 

Heflolutions  [March  6]  reported,  and  sgnti  tt : 
— Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Raiui, 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  EzcHxauxR,  and  Sa 
Hbkrt  Bblwin-Ibbetsok. 

BiHpreeented,  and  read  the  firsttiine.  [BilllOi] 


bjtbiaij  laws  AMENDMEUT  *ttt^ 
Contidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Beeohed,  That  the  Chairman  be  directed  it 
move  the  Hooae,  that  leave  be  given  to  b^ig  ib 
a  Bill  to  amend  the  Burial  Laws. 

Resolution  reported  :  —  Bill  ordered  to  ht 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Gbaxthax  and  Mr.  Mau 
Stewart. 

Billj»rM#ntM/,and read  the  flzft  time.  [BilllOI.] 

House  adjourned  at  a  qoaxtc 
after  Two  o*dock. 


HOUSE     OF     LOEDS, 
I\$e$daif,  9th  March,  1880. 


MINTJTE8.V-PUBLI0  Bzxxs— Jlt>«<  Jteduy- 

Neglectedliunatics  (Ireland) *  (81). 
Second  Meading^AxiixaiiB  Dwellings  Act  (1868) 

Amendment  Act  (1879)  Amendment*  (21); 

Local    Government     (Ireland)     FMyfiiMDil 

Orders  (Banbridge  fto)  •  (26), 
Committee  — £eport —  Semdd  hand    (1442); 

Conveyancing  and  Law  of  Property  *  (164)) ; 

Indian  Idalaxies  and  Allowances*  [22]. 

ABMT— THEAUXILIABY  FOBCE&-THE 
EASTEB  MONDAY  YOLUNTEEB 
REVIEW. 

YisooxTiTT  BUBY:  I  regret  to  M» 
that  the  DiBsolution  of  Farlianiflnty  u 
announced  yesterday,  affecta  the  quit- 
tion  of  the  Easter  Monday  Beyiew.  Iho 
Volunteer  Beg^ations  lay  down  that 
Volunteer  cozps  are  not  to  be  assemU^^ 
for  any  purpose  whatever  between  tke 
issue  of  the  Writ  and  the  tenninttioa 
of  the  election.  It  is  possible  that  po- 
ceedings  in  connection  with  elecdos* 
may  he  going  on  in  some  borfyu^  <f 
Easter  Monday ;  and  if  die  poUiii^  j* 
not  fixed  for  that  day  in  Brightoii,  it  ^ 
quite  possible  it  may  be  fixed  in  odtf' 
boroughs  where  Yolunteer  com  8^ 
assemble.  If  troops  of  the  fiegolv 
Forces  should  take  part  in  the  Bmi^' 
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liad  a&tifiipated,  the  Yolnnteers 
be  liable  to  the  Army  Disoipline 
section  169 — 8)  and  thns  come 
the  Acty  10  Vict.  o.  21,  which  makes 
[^  for  them  to  assemble  within 
lilee  of  any  "city  or  place"  on 
»f  nomination,  election,  or  polling. 

ia  the  possible  alternative  of 
ng  the  Yolnnteers  to  assemble 
it  any  Begolar  officers  or  troops. 
lis  would  seem  to  be  very  unadvis- 
and  then  arises  the  further  ques- 
whether  the  Beview,  if  so  held, 
not  run  the  risk  of  failure,  by 
teen  who  are  electors  absenting 
elyes  from  the  Beriew  for  the  pur- 
f  attending  the  elections  in  tiieir 
oronghs.  On  the  whole,  in  view  of 
a^  and  other  difficulties,  it  would 
to  be  advisable  to  postpone  the 
w.  If,  however,  a  desire  be  ez- 
d  to  hold  a  Beview  at  Whitsuntide, 
idiorities  will,  no  doubt,  be  ready 
■ant  the  same  facilities  as  those 

they  were  prepared  to  give  at 
r. 

BTTLED  LAND  BILL— (No.  14.) 
lTh4  Lord  Chanetllor,) 

OOXMITTBE. 

ler  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
ito  Committee,  read. 

I  LOBD  CHANCELLOB,  in 
tff  that  the  House  should  go 
%mmittee  on  this  Bill,  said,  he 
proposed  that  it  should  be  com- 
[jMno/bnad,  in  order  that  it  might  be 
t  before  the  House  and  the  country 
complete  a  state  as  possible. 

wtf,  ''  That  the  House  do  now  re- 
itself  into  Committee  upon  the 
(ill."— (^^  ^<>rd  ChanciUor.) 


VL  GBANVILLE  said,  he  regretted 
■light indispositionprevented  his 

present  in  the  House  on  the 
1  reading  of  this  Bill  and  the  Con- 
jeing  and  Law  of  Property  Bill. 
id  wished  to  make  some  remarks 
lat  they  contained  and  what  they 
)d.  It  would  not  bo  becoming  in 
)  inflict  a  second  reading  speech 
the  House  on  this  formal  stage  of 
111 ;  but  there  were  some  questions 
L  he  should  like  to  ask.  Tiio  first 
from  the  announcement  made  the 
Mia  night.    He  should  be  glad  to 

whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 


ment intended  to  pass  these  Bills  through 
the  House  of  Lords  before  the  Dissolu- 
tion? He  might  ask  with  advantage  for 
the  public,  who  took  great  interest  in 
this  matter.  He  should  be  glad  to  know 
what  answer  there  could  be  to  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  behind  him  (Lord  Selbome)  that 
existing  and  future  settlements  E^ould 
be  treated  in  the  same  wav  ?  The  dif- 
ference was  considerable ;  out  even  if  it 
were  not,  whichever  was  the  best  way 
ought  surely  to  be  applied  to  both.  He 
found,  also,  that  there  was  a  difference 
of  opinion  even  among  the  lawyers  as 
to  the  powers  given  by  the  Bill  to  limited 
owners  under  future  settlements.  Could 
he,  if  stimulated  only  by  the  desire  to 
increase  his  life  income  by  the  sale  of 
land,  investing  the  produce  in  certain 
securities  giving  a  rather  higher  rate 
of  interest,  without  the  same  deductions 
from  gross  income,  do  so  ?  Or  would 
the  remainder-man  be  able  imder  the 
Bill  to  bring  him  into  Court  to  force  him 
to  apply  the  purchase-money  to  some  of 
the  other  purposes  mentioned  in  the 
Bill?  There  was  one  other  point  on 
which  he  should  like  an  explemation. 
Why,  if  the  life-tenant  had  power  to  sell 
the  estate,  should  he  be  debarred  from 
selling  the  mansion?  He  knew  there 
was  a  sentiment  on  this  point,  and  that 
the  provision  was  not  without  precedent. 
But  if  a  man  sold  his  estate,  or  the 
gpreater  part  of  it,  without  the  house,  it 
would  in  most  cases  diminish  the  value 
of  the  estate;  while  it  left  a  positive 
white  elephant  on  the  hands  of  one  who, 
on  the  hypothesis,  had  not  money  to 
spare.  He  was  aware  that  power  was 
given  to  the  trustees  and  to  the  Courts ; 
but  there  seemed  to  be  no  directions  as 
to  what  principle  was  to  be  adopted  by 
them  when  such  an  application  was 
made. 

The  LOBD  CHANCELLOR  said, 
that  it  had  been  thought  advisable  to 
make  the  mansion  house  an  exception. 
There  would  not  be  power  to  the  limited 
owner  to  grant  a  long  lease  of  the  man- 
sion house  or  to  sell  it  without  the  leave 
of  the  Court :  but  as  there  were  cases  in 
which  it  might  be  desirable  to  oven  sell 
the  mansion  liouse,  the  Court  would 
have  a  discretionary  power  in  the 
mattor.  It  would  bo  for  the  Court  to 
say  whether,  in  its  opinion,  there  were 
good  roasous  for  either  making  a  long 
lease  of  or  selling  the  mansion  house. 
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from  those  Rconos.  Ho  regretted,  how- 
ovor,  that  at  one  of  the  executions  re- 
forrod  to  the  jurors  had  not  been  ad- 
mitted as  spootators.  He  did  not  see 
why  a  complaint  should  be  made  as  to  the 
noii-admission  of  reporters,  if  they  would 
not  conflont  to  confine  their  accounts 
to  the  tmRonsational  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  execution.  If  this  were 
not  done,  the  object  for  which  public 
executions  had  been  abolished  would  be 
defeated,  and  they  would  again  have 
those  revolting  and  disgusting  details  of 
public  executions,  whicn  a  leading  article 
m  T/iS  limes  had  so  graphically  discou- 
raged. The  clamour  against  capital 
punishment  had  very  much  died  away 
since  those  details  had  ceased  to  be 
brought  under  the  public  eye ;  and  he 
did  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  op- 
ponents of  capital  punishment  joined  m 
the  cry  against  the  exclusion  of  reporters 
ftom  the  places  of  execution. 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP  said,  he  had 
followed  the  remarks  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  made  the  Motion  with  some  surprise, 
because  they  naturally  led  to  a  repeal  of 
the  Act  of  1869.  There  was  no  adequate 
ground  of  complaint  that  publicity  was 
not  given,  and  there  was  no  desire  not 
to  give  due  publicity  to  executions  under 
the  law.  He  thought  that  the  action  of 
the  High  Sheriff  must  be  viewed  with 
satisfaction  by  most  persons.  It  might 
be  said  that  the  newspaper  Press  con- 
sisted of  gentlemen  to  whom  the  public 
were  very  much  indebted :  but  no  body 
of  reporters  was  wiser  than  the  mc^t 
foolish  one  of  the  whole  number  ;  and  if 
they  admitted  the  right  divine  of  the 
whole  body  of  reporters  to  be  present  at 
executions  without  check  or  wi:ho;2t  cca- 
tiol.  they  would  leave  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  most  foolish  and  the  mew:  sensasiotial 
of  the  reporters  to  send  forth  to  the  peo- 
ple anv  statement  that  he  inf^h:  think 
proper'  r^^rardles*  cf  die  c»?xiseqTieziv«  J 
to  the  dcrals  of  the  jwpTiLiticn.  I:  w«  | 
clear  that  whatever  was  ief^  ro  the 


ness  executions ;  but  by  the  Prisons  Act 
that  power  was  transierred  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Deptrt- 
ment;  but  he,  having  no  local  know- 
ledge, and  having  no  means  really  in  his 
power  of  exercising  any  discriminatioa, 
which  would  be  itself  an  invidious  task, 
left  it  entirelv  to  the  High  Sheriff,  wbo 
was  responsible  for  the  aue  administrt- 
tion  of  the  law.      The  noble  Lord  had 
said  that  the  High  Sheriff  was  not  pan- 
mount,  and  was  not  responsible  fbr  the 
due  administration  of  the  law.     That 
was  not  a  fair  representation  of  the  eaie. 
The  High  Sheriff  was  paramoont,  and 
was  responsible  for  the  due  administra- 
tion   of   the  law;  and  he   very  much 
doubted  if  the  SeCTetarj  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  imposed  upon  that 
functionary  conditions  which  were  not 
warranted  by  law,  whether  the  Hiik 
Sheriff  would  not  regard  them  as  adma 
merely,  which  he  might  or  might  Ml 
follow.     ThequesticMi  was  reaUy  a  tot 
simple  one.  Were  they  to  aDow  imSS^ 
for  aiscossing  the  degrading  detub  d 
the  last  moments  of  notonons  istleiM^ 
tors?    If  they  were  disposed  to  savM 
such  things    shonld  be  allowed,' dMV 
would  strike  a  great  blow  at  the  Act  i^ 
1868.      The  noble  Lend  eaid  thttpd- 
licity  was  the  eesence  of  Biiush  judtt. 
No  donbt  that  was  so,  and  railiMifit 
had  laid  down  that  due  paUMstvitaii 
be  given  to  executions :  mr  ihat  po&ficiU 
was  to  be  in  the  preeenoe  of  tftuae  vhoii 
dnty  it  was  to  see  that  jostaw  wm  fj? 
carried  out.  and  not  to  aHov  Jjaaiiai 
and  degrading  delaOs  to  be  gma  ^ 
every  wreti^ed  pecny>a-lzBer  «>  W  i^ 
to  the  new'spapers.    'He  ccasettAed 
the  Pke^  coold  not  be  is? 
adznitted.    The  High  &»»: 
offer  to  the  variocs  Iirecp:«i 
to   be    adzined    =.d9  tie 
which  had  b<c&  deacsiVid. 
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tion  cf  a  «rsr.n  was  Uf:  to  m*  iiiii^  f  rrv^e^S  v~ms:^ 
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as  fhejr  fhooffht  fit.  The  practioe  of  the 
admisiion  of  reporters  had  been  vari- 
OQaly  exeroised.  In  the  prisons  of  his 
own  county — ^Yorkshire— all  reporters 
were  ezdnded  on  one  occasion ;  on  an- 
other more  than  a  dozen  were  admitted ; 
generally  three  or  four  were  present ; 
and  at  the  execution  of  Peace,  whose 
ease  had  created  gpreat  sensation,  there 
were  about  40  apphcations,  but  only  four 
leporten  were  allowed  to  be  present. 
No  special  attention  appeared  to  have 
been  called  to  those  circumstances.  But 
in  the  case  of  Gassidy,  who  was  executed 
in  the  early  part  of  this  year,  the  High 
Sheriff  of  Ltaiicashire,  on  his  own  special 
anthority,  refused  to  allow  any  reporter 
to  be  in  attendance.  The  importance 
attached  to  that  refusal  showed  that  a 

Eblic  opinion  had  been  formed  upon 
>  question ;  and  he  believed  that  such 
in  action  as  that  pursued  was  not  only 
peonliar,  but  that  it  was  not  in  accord- 
inoe  with  public  opinion.  The  Coroner, 
in  the  full  exercise  of  his  right,  declined 
so  hold  the  inquest  on  the  body  within 
the  prison,  and  empanelled  a  Jury  out- 
■de.  The  Jury  made  a  presentment  to 
die  Home  Office,  expressing  a  wish  that 
an  fdture  occasions  reporters  of  the 
Pkess  should  be  allowed  to  be  present  at 
ezeoutionB.  In  the  same  county — Lan- 
eashire, — namely,  at  Kirkdale  Gaol,  two 
prisoners  had  been  executed,  and  on  that 
occasion  the  High  Sheriff  absolutely  re- 
Ibsed  to  allow  any  reporters  to  be  pre- 
■snt.  Some  communication  appeared  to 
hsTO  taken  place  between  the  Home 
Qflkie  and  the  High  Sheriff,  and  subse- 
{uently  the  latter  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  admit  the  representative  of  one 
)f  the  papers,  whose  editor  had  written 
0  him  on  the  subject,  but  on  three  con- 
itionSy  which  were,  in  effect — to  report 
le  fact  that  the  execution  was  carried 
Bt  humanely  or  otherwise ;  to  publiBh 
o  detailed  account  of  the  appearance  of 
le  prisoners,  either  before  or  aftor  the 
Kecution  ;  and  to  supply  no  other  paper 
ith  information  in  contravention  of 
loae  oonditions.  The  editor  of  tho 
aper  in  question  declined  to  accede  to 
le  conditions  laid  down,  and  the  other 
jiTOrpool  journals  took  a  similar  step. 
U  the  inquest  the  Jury  expressed  a  strong 
ipinion  that  tho  representatives  of  tho 
L*ross  should  be  present,  not  only  at  the 
jiquest,  but  also  at  the  executiuu.  Look- 
ing at  this  question  from  a  larger  point  of 
WW,  he  might  fairly  call  upon  the  House 

VOL.  COLI.        [thibd  bkries.] 


to  affirm  the  proposition  he  submitted  to 
their  consideration — that  it  was  advisa- 
ble that  other  than  official  persons  should 
be  2)resent  at  intramural  executions.  If 
ever  any  notion  got  abroad  that  this 
terrible  penalty  of  the  law  was  not  car- 
ried out  with  due  solemnity,  and  with 
the  gpreatest  possible  humamty,  such  an 
impression  would  have  an  injurious  effect 
upon  the  public  mind.  If  the  Govern- 
ment took  the  same  view,  he  would  be 
content  to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Home  Office,  whether 
they  should  adopt  the  American  plan  of 
empanelling  a  Jury  of  execution — ^that 
was,  a  Jury  of  independent  persons  who 
could  be  present  at  the  execution;  or 
whether  a  certain  portion  of  the  prison 
yard  might  be  used  for  the  admission  of 
the  general  public;  or  whether  a  selec- 
tion should  be  made  from  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  Press  where  the  applica- 
tions where  numerous?  Whatever 
course  the  Home  Office  might  adopt,  he 
trusted  they  would,  at  any  rate,  satisfy 
the  just  demands  for  publicity,  combined 
with  the  requirements  of  public  feeling. 

Moved  to  rcBolvo,  **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  House  that  it  is  advisable  that  ouier  than 
official  persons  should  be  present  at  intramural 
executions."—- ( TA«  Lord  Houghton.) 

Viscount  SIDMOUTH  regretted  that 
a  proposal,  abrogating  to  a  great  extent 
a  just  and  proper  law  against  public  exe- 
cutions, should  emanate  from  a  noble 
Lord  who  was  well  known  to  be  of  a 
poetical  and  refined  mind.  He  was  sony 
that  the  noble  Lord  should  make  him- 
self the  mouthpiece  of  the  public  Press 
on  a  question  of  this  kind.  It  had  been  es- 
tablished, beyond  doubt,  that  executions 
conducted  in  public  had  a  brutalizing 
effect ;  that  certain  classes  delighted  in  the 
hon-ors  attending  such  spectacles;  and 
that  tlio  facts  were  exaggerated  by  the 
worst  part  of  the  public  Press.  Surely 
tho  functions  of  the  Jury  were  sufficient 
to  satisfy  public  opinion ;  and  then,  in 
addition,  there  was  the  character  of  the 
persons  who  wore  entrusted  with  the 
execution  as  a  security  that  the  execu- 
tion was  carried  out  in  a  decent  and  pro- 
per manner.  He  thought  that  it  would 
be  well  tliat  the  Legislature  should  pro- 
vide tlint  reporters  should  be  altogether 
excluded  from  executions. 

Eakl  FOUTESCUE  thought  that  the 
High  iSheriff  of  Lancashire  had  exercised 
a  sound  discretion  in  excluding  reporters 
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from  these  scenes.  He  regretted,  how- 
ever, that  at  one  of  the  executions  re- 
ferred to  the  jurors  had  not  been  ad- 
mitted as  spectators.  He  did  not  see 
why  a  complaint  should  be  made  as  to  the 
non-admission  of  reporters,  if  they  would 
not  consent  to  confine  their  accounts 
to  the  unsensational  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  execution.  If  this  were 
not  done,  the  object  for  which  public 
executions  had  been  abolished  would  be 
defeated,  and  they  would  again  have 
those  revolting  and  disgusting  details  of 
public  executions,  which  a  leading  article 
in  T/ie  Timen  had  so  graphically  discou- 
raged. The  clamour  against  capital 
punishment  had  very  much  died  away 
since  thoso  details  had  ceased  to  be 
brought  under  the  public  eye ;  and  he 
did  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  op- 
ponents of  capital  punishment  joined  in 
the  cry  against  the  exclusion  of  reporters 
from  the  places  of  execution. 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP  said,  he  had 
followed  the  remarks  of  the  noble  Lord 
who  made  the  Motion  with  some  surprise, 
because  they  naturally  led  to  a  repeal  of 
the  Act  of  1 868.  There  was  no  adequate 
ground  of  complaint  that  publicity  was 
not  given,  and  there  was  no  desire  not 
to  give  due  publicity  to  executions  under 
the  law.  He  thought  that  the  action  of 
the  High  Sheriff  must  be  viewed  with 
satisfaction  by  most  persons.  It  might 
be  said  that  the  newspaper  Press  con- 
sisted of  gentlemen  to  whom  the  public 
were  very  much  indebted ;  but  no  body 
of  reporters  was  wiser  than  the  most 
foolish  one  of  the  whole  number  ;  and  if 
they  admitted  the  right  divine  of  the 
whole  body  of  reporters  to  be  present  at 
executions  without  check  or  without  con- 
trol, they  would  leave  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  most  foolish  and  the  most  sensational 
of  the  reporters  to  send  forth  to  the  peo- 
ple any  statement  that  he  might  think 
proper,  regardless  of  the  consequences 
to  the  morals  of  the  population.  It  was 
clear  that  whatever  was  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  person  was  left  to  his  indis- 
cretion ;  and  he  would  rather  leave  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  High  Sheriff 
than  in  those  of  any  other  persons  who 
were  irresponsible.  The  High  Sheriff 
of  Lancashire  did  not  impose  any  ab- 
solute condition  of  absence  on  the  re- 
Sorters ;  but  the  conditions  which  he  laid 
own  as  to  their  admission  were  wise  and 
judicious.  Formerly,  the  Visiting  Jus- 
tices had  power  to  admit  persons  to  wit- 

Earl  Forte^cfu 


ness  ezecfutions ;  but  by  the  Prisons  Act 
that  power  was  transferred  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Deptrt- 
ment;  but  he,  having  no  local  know- 
ledge, and  having  no  means  really  in  his 
power  of  exercising  any  discriminatioD, 
which  would  be  itselfan  invidious  task, 
left  it  entirely  to  the  High  Sheriff,  who 
was  responsible  for  the  aue  administra- 
tion of  the  law.  The  noble  Lord  hid 
said  that  the  High  Sheriff  was  not  pan- 
mount,  and  was  not  responsible  fSor  the 
due  administration  of  tne  law.  That 
was  not  a  fair  representation  of  the  case. 
The  High  Sheriff  was  paramount,  and 
was  responsible  for  the  due  administra- 
tion of  the  law;  and  he  very  mnch 
doubted  if  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  imposed  upon  that 
functionary  conditions  which  were  not 
warranted  by  law,  whether  the  Hip^ 
Sheriff  would  not  regard  them  as  advios 
merely,  which  he  might  or  might  not 
follow.  Thequestion  was  reaUy  a  veiy 
simple  one.  Were  they  to  allow  faoilitiefl 
for  discussing  the  degrading  details  of 
the  last  moments  of  notorious  malefac- 
tors ?  If  they  were  disposed  to  say  that 
such  things  should  be  allowed,  thej 
would  strike  a  mat  blow  at  the  Act  of 
1868.  The  noble  Lord  said  thatpab- 
licity  was  the  essence  of  British  justice. 
No  doubt  that  was  so,  and  Paruament 
had  laid  down  that  due  publicity  should 
be  given  to  executions ;  but  that  publicity 
was  to  be  in  the  presence  of  those  whote 
duty  it  was  to  see  that  justice  was  ibllj 
carried  out,  and  not  to  allow  disgustiBg 
and  degrading  details  to  be  given  hj 
every  wretchea  penny-a-liner  to  be  sent 
to  the  newspapers.  He  contended  that 
the  Press  could  not  be  indiscriminatelj 
admitted.  The  High  Sheriff  made  aa 
offer  to  the  various  Liverpool  newspapers 
to  be  admitted  under  the  conditioni 
which  had  been  described,  and  which 
they  declined;  and  unless  their  Lori- 
ships  were  prepared  to  say  that  there 
should  be  indiscriminate  and  uncoif 
trolled  admission,  they  must  place  som.^ 
restriction  on  the  adznission.  The  Ac?  '^ 
of  Parliament  said  that  certain  offleia!^ 
should  be  present,  and  when  the  ezeci^^ 
tion  was  over  there  had  to  be  an  inqnrr*^ 
before  the  Coroner  and  a  Jury. 
noble  Lord  suggested  that  there  ahoi 
be  one  of  three  courses  pursued. 
first  was,  that  there  should  be  a  spedi 
Jury  empanelled  in  the  prison. 
(Earl  Beauchamp)  did  not  saj  that  fhi 
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d  not  be  done ;  but  he  thought  that 
lie  end  thej  would  come  to  be  re- 
led  as  mere  officials,  and  their  pre- 
ie  would  really  g^ve  no  additional 
sfaction  to  the  public.  The  next 
rse  he  suggested  was,  that  a  portion 
he  open  yaro  should  be  devoted  to 
pnbhe ;  out  that  would  reproduce  all 
worst  features  of  the  scene  that  used 
ake  place  before  Newgate ;  and  so 
Brom  its  securing  the  proper  fulfil- 
it  of  the  law,  it  would  be  the  means 
ringing  its  highest  punishment  into 
»mpt.  The  third  remedy  suggested 
he  noble  Lord  was  that  a  certain 
kber  of  selected  reporters  should  be 

from  the  newspapers  who  should  be 
lent;  but  he  thought  he  had  suffi- 
tly  answered  that  by  what  he  had 

with  reference  to  the  discretion  ex- 
led  by  sensational  reporters.  Be- 
isff,  as  he  did,  that  the  Act  of  1868 
ria»d  all  necessaxy  safeguards  to 
ire  that  the  law  was  fully  vindicated 

the  identity  of  the  criminal  executed 
.blished,  he  must  oppose  the  Motion. 
OBD  ABEBDABE  said,  that  he  was 
at  all  satisfied  with  the  statement  of 

noble  Lord  who  represented  the 
ne  Office  in  that  House.  He  (Lord 
sdare)  would  not  be  for  indiscrimi- 
»  admissions  to  executions;  but  he 
ight  that  the  Statute  contemplated 
nderable  publicity,  and  that  it  was 
in  accordance  with  English  notions 
;  axeeutions  should  be  witnessed  by 
r  the  officials  of  the  gaol.  There 
e  two  means  by  which  publicity 
hi  be  secured — first,  by  the  presence 
he  High  Sheriff ;  secondly,  by  that 
he  Yisitine  Justices,  or  some  such 
OD0  appomted  for  the  purpose, 
r,  publicity  was  desirable  to  a  certain 
mt.  But  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Home  Department  threw  upon  the 
riff  the  whole  responsibility  as  to  tho 
iaaion  of  persons  at  executions.  Was 

a  satisfactory  state  of  things  ?  Tho 
rer  given  was  that  tho  IligTi  SherifF 

a  person  whom  they  could  implicitly 
t.  But  why  ?  What  guarantee  was 
e  that  the  High  Shoriifs  would  oxor- 

that  discretion  wisely  ?    Thoy  wore 

appointed  because  of  any  special 
Uocations,  but  because  they  pos- 
ed BO  many  thousands  or  hundreds 
Mr.     One  Iligh  Sheriff  might  take 

view  of  the  matter,  and  another 
B  a  different  view.  One  groat  source 
publicity  had  disappeared — namely. 


that  of  the  presence  of  the  Visiting  Jus- 
tices. The  Visiting  Justices  were  far 
more  likely  to  exercise  a  sound  discre- 
tion than  the  High  Sheriffs.  He  thought 
it  desirable,  therefore,  that  some  ol£er 
means  should  be  adopted  of  securinff 
that  the  circumstances  of  humanity  and 
decency  were  observed  than  at  present. 
He  regretted  the  alteration  which  had 
taken  place  by  the  action  of  tho  Govern- 
ment in  passing  the  Prisons  Act.  He 
thought  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  would  do  well  to 
consider  how  the  matter  of  publicity 
should  be  duly  attended  to  without  intro- 
ducing any  of  those  details  the  publica- 
tion of  which  they  all  deprecated.  He 
hoped  that  some  general  regulation  on 
the  subject  would  be  made  by  authority. 

Viscount  OnAi^BooK  and  Lord  Dek- 
MAN  rising  at  the  same  time  to  address 
the  House, 

Eabl  GBANVTLLE  mw9d  that  Vis- 
count G&ANBBOOK  be  heard. 

On  Question,  agreed  to. 

ViscoTTNT  CBANBROOK  said,  that 
there  appeared  to  be  no  difference  of 
opinion,  with  the  exception  of  that  which 
had  been  expressed  by  the  nobl^  Lord 
who  had  introduced  the  subject,  as  to  the 
value  of  the  alteration  which  had  been 
made  in  the  law ;  and,  so  far  as  he  was 
aware,  there  was  no  complaint  on  the 
part  of  the  general  public  that  the  pri- 
soner left  for  execution  was  not  duly  and 
properly  executed  according  to  law. 
But  it  was  a  very  remarkable  fact  that 
those  persons  who  wished  for  more  pub- 
licity had  been  exactly  those  who  were 
in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  that  punish- 
ment ;  whereas  those  who  were  in  favour 
of  private  executions  were  those  who 
were  against  the  abolition  of  capital 
punishment.  A  good  deal  had  been  said 
as  to  tho  injury  done  to  the  morals  of 
the  public,  and  that  was  one  of  the  most 
important  points  connected  with  the 
question ;  and  ho  oontended  that  there 
was  a  groat  injury  done  to  morals  by 
tho  descriptions  given  of  what  was  said 
and  done  by  criminals  in  their  last 
moments.  Wow,  why  had  this  question 
arisen  ?  It  was  in  consequence  of  a 
roraonstranco  on  tho  part  of  the  Coroner's 
Jury  that  reporters  wore  excluded  ;  but 
there  was  no  desire  to  exclude  thorn 
absolutely.  Certain  officials  had  to  be 
present,  and  the  High  Sheriff  had  tho 
power  to  admit  persons  ;  and  he  had  no 

/  2 
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doubt  that  power  would  be  exercised 
with  discretion.  He  thought  it  would 
be  very  unwise  that  other  than  official 
persons  should  be  allowed,  as  a  general 
rule,  to  be  present.  He  submitted  that 
there  was  at  present  sufficient  publicity. 
The  law  had  been  in  force  for  12  years, 
and  its  operation  had  never  been  called 
in  question  until  recently,  and  he  hoped 
the  Motion  would  be  rejected. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  that  an  hon. 
and  learned  Eelative  of  hi^  had  12  years 
ago  predicted  that,  if  the  Act  in  ques- 
tion passed  for  a  few  years,  complaint 
would  be  made  of  private  assassinations 
in  prisons.  This  debate  showed  that 
such  a  complaint  would  have  been  un- 
founded, and  High  Sheriffs  whom  ho 
had  seen  in  every  part  of  England  were 
well  worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
them ;  and  the  High  Sheriff  of  Lan- 
cashire, whose  office  was  paid,  and  whose 
expenses  used  to  be  guaranted  by  the 
Under  Sheriff  on  account  of  the  fees  re- 
ceived by  him,  had  exercised  a  wise  dis- 
cretion in  not  allowing  the  danger  of 
scenes  like  those  which  followed  Peace's 
execution,  being  again  incurred^ 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEELEY  said, 
there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  necessity  for  preventing  those  de- 
moralizing accounts  of  executions  which 
used  to  appear  in  the  public  papers. 
His  noble  Friend  (Lord  Houghton)  had 
said  there  was  no  security  at  present 
that  executions  were  properly  carried 
out ;  and  he  pressed  upon  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  should  consider 
whether  an  arrangement  could  not  be 
made  by  which  the  officials  should  be 
guided  upon  all  occasions.  They  had 
all  great  confidence  in  the  Executive 
Government  of  the  country;  but  they 
would  like  persons  to  be  present  who 
were  independent  of  the  State.  He 
would  refer  to  an  analogous  case. 
There  had  been  a  Commission  as  to 
the  working  of  the  Penal  Servitude 
Acts.  The  Commissioners  reported  that 
the  administration  of  the  convict  system 
was,  on  the  whole,  excellent.  But  they, 
nevertheless,  suggested  that  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  authorities  and  give  con- 
fidence to  the  public,  some  non-official 
persons  should  bo  appointed  to  visit  the 
prisons.  He  understood  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Homo  Department 
had  determined  to  act  upon  these  sug- 
gestions, and  he  thought  that  something 

Viscount  Cranhrool- 


might  be  done  in  the  same  way  in  this 
matter.  

The  Duke  of  NORTHUMBERLAND 
begged  to  remind  the  noble  Earl  (the 
Earl  of  Kimberley)  and  their  LordBhin 
that  the  publicity  desired  by  the  noble 
Earl,  beyond  that  of  the  presence  of  the 
officials,  was  already  secured  by  that  of 
the  friends  of  the  sufferer,  and  of  an? 
magistrates  who  mieht  choose  to  attencL 
The  question  had,  therefore,  no  analogy 
whatever  to  that  of  the  penal  senritade 
system  quoted  by  the  noble  Earl. 

LoED  HOUGHTON,  in  reply,  eaid, 
this  matter  had  occasioned  a  great  deal 
of  excitement  in  the  large  centres  of 
X>opulation,  and  he  feared,  unless  some- 
thing were  done,  it  would  continue.  In 
the  &ress  notices  about ''  strang^ulation  " 
were  to  be  read,  and  almost  the  whole 
of  the  London  Press  supported  the  ad- 
mission of  some  non-omdal  person  to 
be  present  at  these  execations.  At  pre- 
sent the  matter  seemed  small ;  but  it 
might  rise  to  be  one  of  public  danger 
in  the  administration  of  the  law.  Qam 
steps  ought  to  be  taken  through  the 
Home  Office ;  for  if,  publio  opinion  were 
not  in  some  degree  satisfied,  the  resoHi 
would  be  serious  and  unfortunite. 
Under  all  the  circumstanoes,  he  would 
not  divide  the  House  upon  the  Motion. 

Original  Motion  put,  and  rnoM  in 
the  negative. 

HoiiBe  adjovmed  at  half  pait  Sx 

o'clock,  to  nmndaj  lUst, 

half  paat  Ten  o*doek. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  9th  Xarch,  1880. 
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SUNDAY. 

Mr.  STEVENSON:  Sir,  in  oonie- 
quence  of  the  necessary  absenoe  of  i&>^ 
hon.  Members,  and  the  impossiUlitjw 
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Iff  an  adequate  disooBBion  on  the 
1  do  not  intend  to  proceed  with 
elation  which  stands  in  my  name 
daj  next  in  favour  of  closing 
looses  on  Sunday.  At  the 
ne,  I  beg  to  give  Notice  that  if 
the  honour  of  a  seat  in  the  new 
leiity  I  will,  on  the  earliest  op- 
^,  bT  Bill  or  by  Motion,  bring 
jeot  forward. 

QUESTIONS. 


iGIOUS  DISEASES  (ANIMALS) 
ACT— SHEEP  ROT. 

PAGET  asked  the  Vice  President 
3ommittee  of  Council  on  Educa- 
his  attention  has  been  called  to 
eralenoe  of  sheep-rot,  and  the 
18  losses  occasioned  thereby;  and, 
iew  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
,  Her  Majesty^s  Gbvemment  will 
>    fldentifio    inquiries    into    the 

GEORGE  HAMILTON:  Sir, the 
ind  causes  of  rot  in  sheep  are  so 
ierstood,  that  it  is  not  likely  that 
bhor  scientific  inquiry  could  add 
'  to  our  present  knowledge  on  the 
The  results  of  previous  inves- 
II  will  be  found  in  Professor 
id's  Paper,  reprinted  this  year, 
e  "  Journal "  of  the  Royal  Agri- 
Society,  and  in  Professor 
I  Essay  in  the  Bath  Society's 
al,"  1861.  Wet  seasons,  by 
ig  the  deyelopment  of  the  fluke, 
produces  liver  rot,  are  the  main 
of  the  disease,  and  there  have 
nous  outbreaks  of  it  after  wet 
—in  1735,  1747,  1766,  1792, 
317,  1824,  1830,  1853,  1860,  and 
n  1879.  A  dry,  hot  season,  is 
I  thing  necessary  to  arrest  the 
of  the  disease. 


nON  OF  PROPERTY  (METRO- 
i)  ACT  — THE  SCHEDULE  OF 
nONS. 

THOMSON  HANKEY  asked 
retary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether, 
alteration  is  made  in  the  Be- 
aued  for  the  assessment  of  pro- 
nder  the  Valuation  of  Property 
lolis)  Act  (but  which  are  now  in 
km)f  some  modification  should 
made  in  Questions  10,  11,  and 


13,  so  as  to  adapt  them  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  particular  parish,  it  being 
not  only  useless  but  inconvenient  to  rate- 
payers to  answer  such  questions  in 
parishes  where  there  is  no  Land  Tax, 
where  there  has  never  been  any  Tithes, 
and  where  the  amount  of  Sewers  Bate 
varies  from  year  to  year,  and  can  be 
easier  ascertained  by  the  rating  autho- 
rities than  by  the  ratepayers  ? 

Sib  henry  SELWm-IBBETSON, 
in  reply,  said,  no  alteration  was  intended 
to  be  made  in  the  form  of  these  Papers 
at  present.  The  form  must  be  general, 
and  it  would  be  impracticable  to  make 
separate  forms  for  different  parishes. 
No  penalties  would  be  incurred  by  leav- 
ing blank  those  particular  questions  not 
applicable  to  a  person's  case. 

INDLAJ^  FAMINE  COMMISSION. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  To  state  the  amount  monthly  paid 
for  salaries  and  allowances  to  the  officers 
employed  on  the  Famine  Commission, 
including  the  Secretariat  and  Establish- 
ment ;  also  the  amount  paid  to  officers 
in  India  performing  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioners  and  Secretary  ? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE :  Sir,  the  amount 
now  being  paid  monthly  for  salaries  and 
allowances  to  the  officers  employed  on 
the  Famine  Commission  in  England  is 
10,777  rupees,  besides  a  guinea  a- week 
to  a  messenger.  We  do  not  accurately 
know  the  allowances  paid  in  India  to 
officers  acting  for  the  Commissioners 
who  are  in  England  ;  but  they  are  given 
under  the  general  rules  of  the  Service, 
which  prescribe  that  each  officer  so  act- 
ing receives  20  per  cent  of  the  pay  of 
the  substantive  appointment  of  the  ab- 
sentee. But  as  the  absentee  receives 
only  two-thirds  of  his  Indian  salary 
while  working  for  the  Famine  Commis- 
sion in  England,  the  saving  so  effected 
more  than  covers  the  allowances  in  India. 

CYPRUS-  LARNACA. 

Sir  JULIAN  GOLDSMID  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
AfiPairs,  Whether  it  is  true  that  in  the 
course  of  the  winter  several  persons 
have  been  drowned  in  attempting  to 
land  at  Larnaca,  and,  whether  the  Go- 
vernment have  taken  or  propose  to  take 
any  steps  for  providing  a  safe  landing- 
place  there  ? 
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Mr.  BOUEKE:  No,  Sir.  No  report 
of  suoli  an  occurrence  as  that  mentioned 
by  the  hon.  Member  has  reached  the 
Foreiffn  Office,  and  no  proposal  to  pro- 
yide  a  new  landing-place  is  before  the 
Foreign  Office. 

Sib  JULIAN  GOLDSMID ;  I  would 
ask  the  hon.  Gentleman,  whether  he 
will  make  inquiries  ? 

Mb.  BOUEKE :  We  have  made  in- 
quiries. The  fact  of  the  hon.  Member 
having  asked  the  Question  will  draw  the 
Commissioner's  attention  to  the  report. 

METROPOLITAN  POLICE— PENSIONS. 

Mb.  H.  B.  SHERIDAN  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, Whether  there  is  any  fund 
out  of  which  the  widow  of  Ambrose 
Shelvey,  the  policeman  who  for  so  long 
a  time  did  duty  at  the  library  door,  and 
who  had  been  nearly  forty  years  in  the 
police  service,  could  obtain  any  pension 
or  pecuniary  gratuity ;  and,  whether  the 
widow  would  be  entitled  to  any  relief 
from  the  police  fund,  to  which  her  hus- 
band had  been  compelled  to  contribute 
during  the  whole  term  of  his  service  in 
the  police  force  ? 

Mb.  ASSHETON  CROSS,  in  reply, 
said,  there  was  no  Government  fund  out 
of  which  the  widow  of  Ambrose  Shelvey 
could  obtain  a  pension ;  but  she  would 
be  entitled  to  a  sum  of  £38  out  of  the 
Police  Fimd,  and  if  there  were  any 
children,  they  would  have  a  claim  on  the 
orphanage  belong^g  to  the  force. 

MERCANTILE    MARINE— THE 
"STRELNA." 

Mb.  BURT  (for  Mr.  Pltmsoll)  asked 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Whether  it  is  his  intention  to  order  an 
inquiry  into  the  loss  of  the  "  Strelna,'* 
wrecked  off  the  Vickerland,  near  Ant- 
werp, on  the  2nd  of  January  1880,  and 
which  is  said  to  have  had  on  board 
1,100  tons  of  linseed,  although  she  ap- 
pears to  be  of  only  664  tons  burden ; 
and,  if  the  inquiry  will  be  directed  to 
ascertain  whether  the  said  linseed  was 
in  bulk  or  in  bags,  and,  if  in  bulk, 
whether  any  and,  if  so,  what  amount  of 
shifting  boards  were  employed  to  pre- 
vent the  shifting  of  the  cargo  ? 

Viscount  SAJ^DON:  Sur,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  appears  to  have  been  incor- 
rectly informed  when  he  states  that  the 


Strelna  was  lost,  as  I  am  assnied  that 
she  is  at  this  moment  in  a  dry  dock  at 
Antwerp.  The  accident  which  befril 
her  seems  to  be  very  simply  explained, 
and  appears  to  have  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  her  carg^.  She  was 
bound  from  Riga  for  Antwerp,  andoom- 
pleted  her  sea  voyage  in  safety.  On  ar- 
rival off  the  river  there  was  so  mndi  iee 
that  it  was  unsafe  for  her  to  proceed  up, 
and  she  put  into  Flushing  Dock,  where 
she  remained  for  a  fortnight,  and  on  the 
navigation  being  resumed  she  left  in 
charge  of  a  Belgian  official  pilot,  who 
appears  to  have  run  her  ashore  on  the 
banks,  which  were  not  clearly  discerni- 
ble owinff  to  the  river  having  overflowed 
them.  As  far  as  our  information  goes, 
the  accident  appears  to  have  been  sim- 
ply the  result  of  an  error  on  the  part  of 
the  pilot,  and  to  be  in  no  way  connected 
with  the  ship,  or  her  cargo,  or  the  con- 
duct of  her  officers.  In  these  circiun- 
stances,  the  Board  of  Trade  would  not  be 
justified  with  their  present  informatioa 
in  ordering  an  inquiry. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACTS-THE 
"  HARTER." 

Mb.  BXJET  (for  Mr.  Fldcsoix)  asked 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
If  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
case  of  the  ship  <'  Harter,"  brought  be- 
fore the  magistrates  of  Southport  on  a 
charge  of  overloading,  and  in  which  the 
magistrates  inflicted  a  penalty  of  onlj 
five  pounds ;  and,  whether  he  will  gire 
instructions  in  future  cases  to  press  fat 
a  more  adequate  penalty,  one  whidi 
shall  at  least  amount  to  the  extra  freight 
earned  by  the  overloading  complained 
of  and  proved  ? 

Viscount  SANDON:  Sir,  I  am  in- 
formed by  my  legal  advisers  that  this 
was  not  what  is  legally  termed  a  case  rf 
''over-loading,"  an  indictable  offence 
which  cannot  be  dealt  with  summarilj, 
but  a  case  of  allowing  ''  the  ship  to  be 
so  loaded  as  to  submerge  in  salt  water 
the  centre  of  the  disc,"  the  penalty  for 
which  is  one  not  exceeding  £100.    Hh» 
crew  had  all  been  discharged  befbre  pro- 
ceedings could  be  commenoed,  and  the 
men,  who  left  the  vessel  at  New  York, 
and  upon  whose  complaint  the  Consul 
reported  the  facts,  had  not  returned  to 
the  United  Kingdom,  so  that  the  Board 
of  Trade  had  only  to  rely  upon  As 
master's  admissions,  and  oould  not  press 
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the  case  sgainBt  him,  as  might  haye  been 
done  in  other  circumstances.  It  was, 
however,  considered  important  to  obtain 
a  conriction,  even  with  a  nominal  pe- 
naltj.  If  it  should  be  found  hereauer 
that  heavier  penalties  are  needed  to  se- 
core  obedience  to  the  law,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  we  shall  press  for  a  heavier 
penalty.  But  it  must  always  be  remem- 
oered  that  the  amount  of  the  penalty  is 
in  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  and  that 
pressing  for  a  heavier  penalty  may  in 
some  cases  lose  a  conviction.  The  ma- 
nagement of  these  cases  is  one  of  discre- 
tion, and  I  can  g^ve  no  pledge  whatever, 
except  that  I  shall  take  such  steps  as  I 
thine  most  likely  to  secure  that  the  law 
shall  be  obeyed,  and  that  the  intentions 
of  Parliament  shall  be  carried  out. 

RAILWAYS— CONTIXUOUS  BRAKES. 

Mb.  BAXTER  asked  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  If  any  more  ener- 
getic and  satisfactory  steps  have  recently 
been  taken  by  the  Bailway  Companies 
to  provide  their  trains  with  continuous 
brakes  answering  the  requiromonts  of 
the  Board  of  Trade ;  and,  if  not,  whe- 
ther Her  Majesty's  Government  adhere 
to  the  policy  indicated  in  August  1878, 
that  further  action  must  be  taken  in  that 
respect  to  compel  the  adoption  of  mea- 
•nres  for  the  protection  of  the  travelling 
public? 

ViscouKT  8AND0N  :  Sir,  I  can 
hardly  say  that  the  steps  taken  by  the 
Bailway  Companies  as  to  continuous 
brakee  have  been  as  energetic  and  as 
satisfactory  as  I  could  wish,  for  up  to 
the  present  time  only  1,114  out  of 
4,833  engines,  and  11,302  out  of  40,651 
carriages,  &c.,  in  use,  have  been  fitted 
with  continuous  brakes.  Of  those,  288 
engines  and  2,441  carriages,  or  6  per 
cent,  were  fitted  during  the  year  1878. 
In  1879  the  progress  was  not  very  groat, 
though  it  is  slightly  in  cxcoss  of  1878 
—that  is  to  say,  352  engines  and  2,912 
carriages,  or  7  per  cent,  wore  fitted  dur- 
ing that  year.  I  cannot  hold  that  these 
figures  show  any  very  rapid  action.  It 
is  fair,  however,  to  observe  that  the 
eoQstant  improvements  which  are  being 
made  in  continuous  brakes  explain  to  a 
eertain  degree  the  hesitation  of  the 
Companies  in  coming  to  a  decision  on 
this  matter,  and  they  also  certainly  show 
how  inexpedient  it  would  be  that  Par- 
liament, unless  absolutely  compelled  by 


the  want  of  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Companies,  should  lay  down  a  rule  as 
to  the  adoption  of  some  particular  form 
of  brake. 

MERCHANT  SIITPPiyO  ACTS— 
THE  "HINDOO." 

Mb.  MACDONALD  asked  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade,  If  he  has 
seen  a  statement  of  the  abandonment 
of  the  8.8.  *'  Hindoo "  in  mid-ocean, 
the  crew  of  which  numbered  fifty  men, 
who  were  providentially  saved  from 
drowning  by  a  passing  steamer;  if  he 
is  aware  that  the  said  ship  carried  up- 
wards of  20,000  bushels  of  wheat,  5,000 
bushels  of  peas,  and  57,811  bushels  of 
maize  (Indian  com) ;  and,  whether  he 
can  inform  the  House  what  portion  of 
the  above  quantities  of  grain  was  in 
bulk,  and  wnat  portion  was  in  sacks  or 
bags? 

Viscount  SANDON  :  8ir,  the  Hindoo 
was  abandoned  on  a  voyage  from  Now 
York,  and  the  survivors  have  been  taken 
to  New  York.  I  sent  a  telegram  to  the 
Consul  General  at  New  York  some  days 
ago  to  obtain  and  send  home  full  par- 
ticulars, and  also  to  send  home  the  wit- 
nesses. I  have  already  ordered  an  in- 
quiry to  be  held  in  London,  and  until 
that  inquiry  has  been  held  I  am  not  in 
a  position  to  give  further  information. 

COMMISSION  ON  LIGHTS  FOR  FISHING 

VESSELS. 

Mr.  BIEKBECK  asked  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether 
he  will  lay  upon  the  Table,  and  issue 
to  Members  witli  the  promised  Report, 
the  evidence  given  at  the  inquirios,  re- 
specting the  proposed  new  regulations 
for  lights  for  fishing  vessels,  held  at 
Great  Yarmouth,  Grimsby,  Hull,  Brix- 
ham,  and  Penzance  ? 

YiscocNT  SANDON:  Sir,  no  evidence 
was  taken  down  on  the  spot  by  the 
Commission  that  made  inquiry  as  to  the 
proposed  new  regulations  for  lights  for 
fishing  vessels.  1  am  informed  by  the 
Commissioners  that  the  most  important 
evidence  they  had  was  in  the  form  of 
conversation  with  the  fishermen  and  a 

f>erfional  inspection  of  the  boats  and  the 
ights.  It  is  not  in  my  jKJwor.  th«^ri?fore, 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  my  hon.  Friend, 
which  otherwise  I  would  have  been  glad 
to  do. 
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METROPOLIS  WATERWOEKR 
PURCHASE  BILL. 

Mb.  SAMUELSON  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether,  before  concluding  his  nego- 
tiations with  the  London  Water  Com- 
panies, he  obtained  Heports  and  Esti- 
mates from  competent  engineers  of  the  pro- 
bable cost  of  extra  works,  if  any,  required 
to  give  an  adequate  constant  supply  of 
pure  water  on  the  transfer  of  the  various 
undertakings  ;  a  similar  estimate  for 
works  having  the  same  object  during 
the  period  covered  by  the  proposed  pay- 
ments of  deferred  stock,  and  a  Heport 
and  Estimate  of  the  cost  of  establishing 
entirely  new  works  adequate  to  afiPord 
such  a  supply  over  the  area  served  by 
the  existing  Companies;  and,  if  such 
Beports  and  Estimates  have  been  ob- 
tained, whether  he  will  lay  them  upon 
the  Table? 

Mr.  ASSHETON  CROSS  :  Sir,  of 
course,  all  these  questions  were  matters 
which  had  to  be  very  carefully  con- 
sidered ;  and  if  the  Bill  had  gone  into 
Committee,  I  should  then  have  been 
prepared  by  evidence,  before  the  Com- 
mittee, to  have  shown  actually  what 
would  have  been  the  estimated  cost  and 
expenses  of  these  matters.  They  are 
not  in  such  a  form  as  could  be  placed  on 
the  Table  of  the  House,  nor  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  do  I  think  it  would  be 
conducive  to  the  public  interest  that 
they  should  bo  laid  upon  the  Table. 
But  whenever  the  Bill  gets  into  Com- 
mittee, if  it  ever  does  get  into  Com- 
mittee, I  will  take  care  that  all  these 
matters  are  laid  before  it. 

Sib  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  Whether  he 
could  not  give  any  Return  on  the  sub- 
ject? He  omderstood  the  day  before 
that  a  Return  would  be  given,  although 
in  a  slightly  altered  form,  and  he  had 
been  expecting  that  Return  from  the 
Home  Office. 

Mb.  ASSHETON  CROSS:  If  the 
hon.  Baronet  will  allow  me,  I  will  com- 
momicate  with  him  in  reference  to  this 
ihatter  before  the  dose  of  the  evening, 
and  explain  my  views  upon  it. 

Mb.  Aldebman  COTTON  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, In  •  what  position  the  new 
Water  Bill  (Metropolis)  now  stands; 
and,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
withdraw  such  Bill  at  once,  seeing  that 
there  is  not  any  chance  of  ita  being 


passed  before  the  disBolntion  of  Parlia- 
ment ? 

Mb.  ASSHETON  CROSS  :  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  thought  I  had  stated,  in 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Chdaet 
(Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke)  a  day  or  two  ago, 
that  the  Bill  would  not  appear  upon  the 
Paper  again  this  Session.  At  preaent 
the  public  do  not  appear  willing  to  pay 
the  price  at  which  alone  the  Compames 
are  willing  to  sell,  and  therefore  the 
matter  will  remain  in  abeyance.  But  I 
wish,  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
to  correct  a  few  errors  which  appear  to 
prevail  as  to  what  I  said  on  two  poinU 
in  connection  with  the  Water  BilL  I 
am  reported  to  have  said  that  there 
would  be  a  saving  of  £50,000  in  the 
year  1880  from  the  consolidation  of  the 
staff  and  in  engineering  operations. 
What  I  believe  I  did  say  was  that  there 
would  be  a  saving  of  £50,000  owing  to 
the  basis  on  which  the  income  of  the 
Companies  in  that  year  was  calculated, 
and  the  abolition  of  directors'  fees,  be- 
sides the  saving  by  consolidation  of  staff 
and  in  eng^eering  operations,  which  is 
variously  computed  at  from  £75,000  to 
£100,000.  Secondly,  as  to  the  impres- 
sion which  appears  to  prevail  that  the 
ratepayers  will  not  be  consulted,  I  do 
not  understand  how  this  impression 
could  have  got  abroad.  The  whole  ob- 
ject  and  end  of  the  Bill  was  that  the 
ratepayers  should  be  brought  into  the 
same  Committee-room  as  the  Companies, 
and  that  they  should  have  every  oppor- 
tunity of  pressing  their  views  on  the 
Committee  for  rejecting  the  Bill  if  they 
thought  it  was  not  beneficial  to  them. 
Should  the  matter  again  come  forward, 
the  ratepayers  may  rest  assured  that  they 
will  be  duly  consulted,  and  have  ample 
opportunity  of  making  their  views  felt. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  May  I  ask  a  Qaea- 
tion  also  of  the  right  hon.  Q^ntleman 
with  regard  to  this  Bill,  which,  if  more 
convenient,  I  will  put  down  for  Thurs- 
day ?  It  is.  Whether  any  steps  could  be 
taken  before  any  legislation  takes  place 
with  regard  to  the  Water  Companies  to 
prevent  any  alteration  in  the  rektiTe 
positionyof  those  Companies  and  the  pnblio 
m  the  interval  ?  I  mean,  for  instaoeei 
precautions  that  the  Water  Companiei 
should  not  again  raise  their  rates  upon 
the  public  before  the  next  valuation,  and 
then  make  that  raising  of  the  rates  a 
further  argument  for  an  increased  prke 
when  fresh  negotiations  were   opoied. 
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the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
oan  state  anything  now  to 

or  whether  he  would  on 
able  to  make  a  statement 
*  it  is  possible  by  a  short 
any  other  means,  to  endea« 
^ain  the  Btatus  quo  in  regard 
ar  Oompanies  ? 
DSTON  OEOSS :  I  cannot 

Question  to-day;  but  on 
liall  be  able  to  do  so. 


EVANT8— COMPENSATION 
lES—THE  RESOLUTION. 

iRD  WATKIN  asked  Mr. 

the  Exchequer,  Whether, 
honourable  Member  for 
3  bring  on  his  question  as 
y  of  railway  employers  to 
'orkmen  injured  in  common 
}ie  will  g^ve  facilities  for 
1  of  the  question  of  pro- 
r  legislative  sanction,  in- 
i  to  meet  all  cases  of  injury 
accidents,  however  caused, 
ct  of  all  our  national  in- 
? 

OELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHE- 

Speaker,    the    Question 

ses  me,  because  I  see  that 

id  the  Member  for  Chester 

has  his  Notice  down  for 
I  presume  if  he  can  he  will 
It.  I  think  it  would  have 
»  first  ask  him  whether  he 
tion  to  give  up  his  Motion  ; 
I  did  g^ve  up  his  Motion,  I 

I  could  give  any  facilities 
lion.  Member  suggests.  I 
be  asking  for  facilities  my- 


:CERS'  QUARTERS,  PRES- 
BRACKS,  BRIGHTON. 

ELUTE  asked  the  Secretary 
Tar,  Whether,  in  reference 
leath  of  a  Oaptain  in  the 

he  has  directed  an  inquiry 
to  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
Quarters  in  Preston  Bar- 
m,  as  regards  ventilation, 

water  supply ;  and,  if  so, 
nit? 

PANLEY,  in  reply,  said, 
I  had  been  made  by  the 
and  the  Eeport  received 
lieal  officers  was  that  the 


sanitary  condition  of  the  officers'  quar* 
ters  was  very  good ;  but  that  there  were 
some  slight  defects  which  were  being 
remedied. 


ARMY— THE  AUXILIARY  FORCES- 
VOLUNTEER  CLOTHING— THE  EASTER 
MONDAY  REVIEW— THE  GENERAL 
ELECTION. 

Sm  JOHN  LUBBOCK  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War,  Whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  make  ar- 
rangements to  supply  great  coats  on  loan 
to  tnose  Volunteers  who  are  intending 
to  take  part  in  the  march  out  to  Brighton 
at  Easter  ? 

Mb.  Alderman  COTTON  said,  that 
before  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
answered  that  Question,  perhaps  he 
would  allow  him  to  put  another  on  the 
same  subject.  Paragraph  419  of  the 
Volunteer  Eegulations  of  1878  provided 
that  no  Volunteer  demonstration  should 
take  place  at  any  place  between  the 
period  of  the  issuing  of  a  Writ  for  an 
election  and  the  return  of  a  Member  to 
Parliament,  and  he  wished  to  know  what 
effect  that  regulation  would  have  on  the 
forthcoming  Dissolution  and  the  holding 
of  the  Eeview  ? 

Colonel  STANLEY :  Sir,  perhaps  I 
had  better  answer  the  Question  put  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Maidstone  (Sir 
John  Lubbock)  first.  Under  the  existing 
Eegulations,  which  are  based  on  the  re- 
commendations of  the  Volunteer  Com- 
mittee, g^eat  coats  are  allowed  without 
expense  to  Volunteers  only  while  in 
camp  and  under  canvass,  and  otherwise 
the  issue  of  great  coats,  except  on  pay- 
ment, is  invariably  refused.  Volunteers 
can  purchase  the  great  coats  on  the  same 
terms  of  payment  as  are  charged  in  the 
case  of  other  clothing.  We  have  15,000 
of  these  great  coats,  which  could  be  pur- 
chased by  the  Volunteers  on  the  same 
conditions  as  their  other  clothes ;  but  if 
great  coats  were  to  be  called  for  and 
supplied  on  all  occasions  of  marches  out 
and  reviews  it  would  lead  to  a  consider- 
able expense,  because  new  coats  once 
issued  fi)r  this  purpose  could  only  be 
issued  again  as  part  worn.  With  regard 
to  the  Question  put  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  City  of  London 
(Mr.  Alderman  Cotton),  it  will  be  my 
duty,  in  answer  to  that  Question,  to 
make  a  statement  that  causes  me  some 
regret.     I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Dis- 
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solution  of  Parliament  announced  yes- 
terday will  very  materially  influence  the 
question  of  the  proposal  to  hold  a  Volun- 
teer Review  on  Easter  Monday  next. 
Under  the  Volunteer  Regulations  that 
have  been  laid  down,  the  Volunteer  corps 
are  not  allowed  to  assemble  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever  between  the  period  of  the 
issue  of  a  Writ  and  the  termination  of 
an  election,  at  the  place  at  which  head- 
quarters are  situated ;  and  it  is  possible 
that  the  proceedings  connected  with  the 
election  may  be  going  on  in  some — very 
few — boroughs  on  Easter  Monday.  More- 
over, if  troops  of  the  Regular  Forces 
should  take  part  in  the  Review,  as  was 
anticipated,  the  Volunteers  would  be 
liable  to  the  Army  Discipline  Act,  and 
would  then  come  under  the  18th  of  Vict.^ 
0.  2,  which  makes  it  illegal  for  them  to 
assemble  within  two  miles  of  any  city  or 
place  on  the  days  of  nomination,  elec- 
tion, or  polling.  There  is  the  possible 
alternative,  of  course,  of  allowing  the 
Volunteers  to  assemble  without  any  of 
the  Regular  officers  or  troops — that  is  to 
say,  under  their  own  commanders ;  but 
this  would  seem  very  inadvisable.  But 
there  also  arose  the  further  question 
whether,  if  the  Review  were  hold,  they 
would  not  run  the  risk  of  failure  by 
Volunteers  who  were  electors  absent- 
ing themselves  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tending the  elections  m  their  own 
boroughs.  On  the  whole,  in  view  of  the 
legal  and  other  difficulties,  I  have  come 
to  the  conclufiion,  though  with  g^eat  re- 
luctance, that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
postpone  the  Review.  If,  however,  any 
general  desire  is  expressed  to  hold  the 
Review  at  Whitsuntide,  the  War  Office 
authorities  will,  no  doubt,  be  ready  to 
g^ant  the  same  facilities  as  we  were  pre- 
pared to  have  granted  with  regard  to 
the  intended  Review  at  Easter. 

THE  DISSOLUTION  OF  PARLIAMENT- 
PRIVATE  BILLS. 

Mr.  DILLWYN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  What  course 
is  proposed  to  be  taken  with  respect  to  the 
Committees  on  Private  Bills  between  this 
and  the  Dissolution  ?  I  believe  that  in 
in  some  cases  the  companies  and  the 
parties  to  those  Bills  have  brought  up 
witnesses  at  g^eat  expense ;  ana  it  is 
desirable  that  some  arrangement  should 
be  made  by  which  quorums  may  be 
formed  for  the  purpose  of   proceeding 

Colonel  Stanley 


with  the  various  measwes.  Otherwise 
there  will  be  great  difficulty  in  eetting 
a  quorum  of  Members  to  attend  these 
Committees. 

The  Mabquess  of  HARTINGTON: 
Before  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answen 
that  Question,  I  should  like  to  put  an- 
other one  to  him.  As  I  understand,  tlie 
Chancellor  of  the  Ezeheqner  has  not 
given  any  Notice  this  evening  in  regard 
to  Public  Business,  and  I  should,  there- 
fore, like  to  ask  him,  whether  he  intends 
to  make  any  proposal  to  the  House  with 
reference  to  what  he  mentioned  yester- 
day as  to  the  intention  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  to  appropriate  some  further  portion 
of  the  time  of  the  House  for  urgent 
Government  Business  ?  

Thb  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  Questiim 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Swansea  (Mr. 
Dillwyn)  I  will  state,  in  the  first  place, 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  propose  and 
pass  certain  Orders  with  regara  to  the 
suspension  of  Private  Bills.    I  have  in 
my  hand  the  Orders  which  were  passed 
on  the  11th  of  April,  1859,  when  a  Dis- 
solution was  imminent,  and  those  Orden, 
with  some  modifications  whioh  will  be 
necessary   to   suit  the   altered  cirenm- 
stances  which  have  arisen  sinoe  that  time, 
will  be  proposed  and  submitted  to  the 
House  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two. 
But  these  have  reference  to  the  resump- 
tion in  the  next  Parliament  of  Private 
Bills  which  are  suspended,  and  thej  do 
not  touch  the  question  to  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  called   attention,  as  to 
what  should  be  the  proceedings  of  Com- 
mittees at  the  present  moment.    I  ap- 
prehend with  regard  to  those,  that  the 
case  of  each  Committee  will  probably 
differ  from  that  of  other  Committees.  Ia 
some  cases  it  may  bo  desirable  to  com- 
plete  the   inquiry  whioh  is   pending; 
while  in  others  it  may  be  desirable  to 
suspend,  or  not  to  commence,  an  inqniij' 
Probably  the  best  way  will  be  that  esdi 
Committee  should  be  dealt  with  upon  the 
merits  of  the  case  as  represented  by  tbe 
Chairman  of   the  Committee.     Ikit  I 
would    call    attention  to  a  Besolutioa 
which  was  agreed  to  last  Session.    It  is 
as  follows : — 

'*That  in  case  a  CommittM  on  any  Private 
Bill  or  group  of  such  Bills  shall  report  their 
opinion  to  the  Houae  that  any  Bill  or  Billa  not 
yet  considered  by  thorn  ahould  not  be  enftMed 
upon,  or  that  the  conaideration  of  any  BQl 
partly  considered  ahould  not  be  prooeedra  with, 
all  further  proceedings  on  iuca  Bill  or  BQk 
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be  luipeiidad  daring  the  present   Ses- 

e  raoh  Besolution  as  this  will  pro- 
y  be  proposed  to  the  House.  I  will 
er  wiui  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
na  and  with  the  authorities  of  the 
Me,  and  I  will  lose  no  time  in  making 
3tion  on  what  I  know  is  a  most  im- 
ftnt  matter.  With  regard  to  the 
ition  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  said  last 
t  that  I  proposed  to  make  a  Motion 
ij  for  giving  Government  Orders 
edenoe  on  certain  days  during  the 
linder  of  the  Session.  Of  course,  I 
inzioas  to  interfere  as  little  as  pos- 
I  with  the  arrangements  of  the 
ae  generally,  and,  on  looking  care- 
'  into  the  position  of  the  different 
sores  which  are  to  be  brought  for- 
i,  I  found  that  there  was  nothing 
o-day  of  an  urgent  character.  The 
which  will  have  to  be  taken  with 
.rd  to  the  Ways  and  Means  Bill  is 
dly  a  formal  one  at  the  end  of  the 
ing,  and  there  is  no  Government 
Iness  for  to-morrow  which  could  not 
rell  disposed  of  at  the  end  of  Wed- 
iay's  Sitting.  Therefore,  I  have  had 
ceadon  to  ask  for  either  Tuesday  or 
Ineaday  of  this  week.  With  reeard 
riday,  however,  I  think  it  will  bo 
eaary  for  us  to  ask  the  House  to  sit 
;  o'clock  on  that  day,  in  order  to 
6  progress  with  our  Business.  Next 
c  I  shall  ask  for  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
lay.  I  will  give  Notice  of  that. 
Jt.  CHAMBEELAIN :  I  should  like 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  clear 
%  difference  of  opinion  which  has 
m  on  a  matter  of  some  importance. 
id  other  hon.  Members  understood 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  yester- 
that,  not  only  would  the  House  bo 
)lTed  on  the  23rd  instant,  but  that 
Writs  would  be  issued  on  that  day. 
ah  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ther  he  has  any  objection  to  stating 
isely  when  the  Writs  will  issue  ? 
ra  <5h  ANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
SR  I  Sir,  the  answer  which  I  gave 
arday  was  that  I  had  stated,  some 

I  time  ago,  that  I  thought  the  House 
Id  rise  on  the  2drd  instant,  and 
,  as  advised,  I  did  not  see  any 
cm  to  depart  from  that  expectation. 

II  think  it  probable  that  the  Disso- 
»n  will  take  place  on  the  23rd;  but 
lay  when  it  is  contemplated  that  the 
ta  should  issue  is  Wednesday,  the 


Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  asked  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether 
he  could  afford  an  opportunity,  before 
the  Dissolution,  for  a  discussion  on  the 
general  situation  in  Afghanistan  f 

The  CH  ANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEE :  No,  Sir. 

VACCINATION  BILL. 

Mr.  SCLATEE-BOOTH  :  Sir,  I  wiU 
venture  to  appeal  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Glasgow  (Dr.  Cameron),  who  has  in 
charge  a  Bill  on  the  subject  of  vacci- 
nation, which  stands  first  on  the  Orders 
of  the  Day  for  to-morrow,  and  which 
raises  points  of  some  complexity  and 
difficulty.  I  would  ask  him,  whether  he 
thinks  it  expedient  to.  proceed  with  the 
measure  under  existing  circumstances?  I 
can  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
question  of  the  advantages  and  disad- 
vantages attendant  on  the  use  of  animal 
lymph,  which  have  been  long  engaging 
the  attention  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  are  receiving  fresh  illustration 
by  experiments  now  going  on. 

Dr.  CAMEEON  :  I  think  it  is  per- 
fectly  evident  that  my  Bill  has  no  chance 
of  becoming  law  this  Session ;  and  under 
the  circumstances,  I  am  afraid  neither 
the  House  nor  the  country  would  care 
very  much  for  any  discussion  which 
would  take  place,  and  which  would  lose 
much  of  its  practical  character,  especially 
as  I  understand  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  willing  to  tost  the  proposals  I 
have  made.  I  will  not  inconvenience 
the  House  by  going  on  with  it. 

AFGUANISTAN— THE  WAR— EXPENSES 
OF  MILITARY  OrERATIONS. 

Mr.  FAWCETT  said,  he  was  pre- 
vented from  being  in  his  place  yesterday 
when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
mentioned  a  Motion  which  stood  in  his 
name.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Session 
he  was  given  to  understand  that  the 
House  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  an  opinion  on  the  Afghan 
War.  He  had  now  received  from  tlie 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a  commu- 
nication to  the  effect  that,  should  he  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  bring  forward  the 
subject  of  the  expenses  of  the  Afghan 
War,  the  most  convenient  opportunity 
for  raising  that  question  would  be  on 
the  Eeport  of  the  Budget  Eesolutions. 
Ho  wished  to  know  when  that  Eeport 
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would    be  taken;   would  it  be  at  the 

Mominp^  Sitting?  on  Eriday  ?  

The  CHANCELLOE  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUEE :  I  think,  probably,  that  would 
be  the  most  convenient  time. 

MO  TI0N8. 


TAXATION  (GREAT  BRITAIN  AND 
IRELAND). 

MOTION  FOE  A   SELECT  OOMMITTEB. 

SiE  JOSEPH  M^KENNA,  in  rising 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
unequal  incidence  of  Imperial  Taxation, 
and  to  the  fact  that  the  gross  revenue 
raised  by  taxation  of  Great  Britain  is 
equal  only  to  six  times  and  a-haK  her 
Income  Tax,  whilst  the  gross  revenue 
raised  by  taxation  of  Ireland  exceeds 
thirteen  times  her  Income  Tax,  struck  on 
similar  Sechedules  and  on  a  like  poun- 
dage scale  to  that  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
to  move — 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  and  report  whether  there  is,  as 
alleged,  some  and  what  disparity  in  the  in- 
cidence of  Imperial  Taxation  as  it  affects  the 
•everal  Countries  of  which  the  United  Kingdom 
is  composed ;  and  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Committee,  the  circumstances  call  for  any  and 
what  changes  in  the  fiscal  legislation  for  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland  resi)ectivoly," 

said,  he  proposed  to  show  within  what 
period,  and  by  what  means,  the  state  of 
things  described  in  his  Eesolution  had 
been  brought  about.  He  attributed  none  of 
the  circumstances  of  which  he  complained 
to  the  malice  prepense j  so  to  speak,  of  the 
Ministers  concerned,  nor  to  any  set  do- 
signs  against  Ireland.  The  Ministers  of 
the  day  had  raised  the  Revenue  as  they 
best  could,  and  they  were  probably  igno- 
rant of  the  terrible  proportion  in  which 
they  were  draining  the  slender  means  of 
the  poorer  people  and  sparing  the  richer. 
He  was  not  about  to  base  any  argument 
against  the  present  system  of  taxation 
on  the  ground  that  it  violated  the  Articles 
of  Union,  for  the  Union  itself  was  a 
gigantic  and  cruel  imposture,  set  up  ap- 
parently to  be  violated  whenever  Par- 
liament found  it  convenient  to  do  so. 
But  he  complained  that  a  system  of  taxa- 
tion had  been  imposed  on  Ireland  within 
the  last  28  or  30  years  in  comparison 
with  which  the  ostensible  provisions  of 
the  Treaty  of  Union  for  the  time  to  come 
would  appear  equitable  and  considerate. 
He  would  explain  how  the  case  stood. 

Mr.  Fawcett 


The  7th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Union 
provided  for  the  fiscal  arrangement  be- 
tween the  two  Islands.  It  contemplated 
three  distinct  periods  of  post-Union 
existence,  and  it  specified  uie  process 
whereby,  after  the  lapse  of  20  yean 
from  the  Union,  the  taxation  of  the  two 
countries  should  be  re-adjusted*  The 
first  period  was  to  extend  for  20  yean, 
and  no  longer,  from  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  Union.  The  second  penod  was 
then  to  commence.  Its  duration  was  not 
pre-arranged.  It  was  to  be  a  period  of 
reviews  and  revisions,  with  the  object  of 
making  adjustments  from  time  to  time 
in  the  system  of  taxation,  if  the  circum- 
stances of  both  coimtries  rendered  an 
adjustment  necessary.  He  would  ex- 
plain presently  how  it  had  happened 
that  the  second  period  had  never  come. 
The  third  period  contemplated  was  to 
date  from  such  time  as  it  appeared  to 
Parliament  that  there  was  an  actual 
assimilation  of  the  financial  condition  of 
both  Islands,  so  that  they  might  be 
treated,  for  purposes  of  taxation,  as  if 
they  both  constituted  one  country  only. 
Presumably  this  third  or  last  period 
was  to  be  looked  forward  to  as  a  good 
time,  when  England  was  nearly  di- 
vested of  Debt,  and  when  Ireland, 
brought  up  to  the  level  of  England 
by  prosperity,  could  afiEbrd  to  oontri- 
bute  to  every  Imperial  tax  on  luxuries 
or  necessaries  without  exception  and 
without  abatement.  They  were  now 
presumably  in  that  condition — ^that  was 
to  say,  imder  an  equal  and  equitable 
system  of  taxation ;  but  they  knew  that 
such  a  presumption  was  a  fallacy,  for 
the  taxation  had  been  so  devised,  spar- 
ing English  predilections  and  punishing 
Irish,  that  whilst  the  eighlJi  of  aU 
assessed  British  incomes  sufficed  to  pay 
all  Imperial  imposts  in  Great  Britain, 
the  fourth  of  all  Irish  assessed  incomes 
did  not  suffice  to  defray  Imperial  im- 
posts in  Ireland.  The  proTiaions  made 
in  the  Articles  of  Union  for  the  taxation 
of  Ireland  for  the  first  20  years  after 
that  event  simply  amounted  to  this^- 
Ireland  should  be  liable  to  pay  two- 
seventeenths  of  all  Imperial  expenses 
and  the  interest  on  the  Irish  debt  of 
£27,000,000;  and,  should  she  not  be 
able  to  do  so,  the  deficiency  should  be 
treated  as  a  debt  of  Ireland  to  the  Eng- 
lish Exchequer.  The  Article  was  in- 
geniously framed ;  it  would  appear  as  if 
Ireland  could  be  only  tied  fisodly  to  tha 
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barffain,  if  it  were  one,  for  20 
;  ior  exceedingly  plausible  pro- 
is  had  been  made  that  a  new  ad- 
ent  of  taxation  ahould  take  place 
i  end  of  20  years,  on  bases  which 
now,  wore  the  appearance  of  equity, 
s  proyided  in  the  7th  Article  that 
» end  of  that  period  the  expendi- 
d  the  United  JBlingdom  should  be 
fed  in  suohproportions  as  the  Par- 
nt  of  the  United  Kingdom  might 

just  and  reasoDable  on  a  com- 
m  either  of  the  real  value  of  the 
ts  and  imports,  or  of  the  value  of 
lantities  consumed  of  beer,  spints, 
«  wine,  tea,  tobacco^  and  malt,  or 
ling  to  the  aggregate  income  re- 
g  nom  both  these  considerations 
ined;  or,  lastly,  on  a  comparison 
B  amount  of  income  estimated  as 
ing  in  each  country  from  a  general 
m  the  same  kind  of  property. 
>  was  a  perfectly  simple  basis  of 
Ion ;  but  tiie  other  provisions  of  that 
e  were  not  equally  satisfactory. 
id  referred  to  these  provisions  of 
rtidee  of  Union  in  order  that  they 
t  better  understand  what  had  been 
Uy  done.  Ireland  had  a  National 
in  1800  of  £26,841,219,  against  a 
h  Debt  of  £420,305,944.  By  the 
(t  1816,  in  oonsequence  of  a  debt 
nm  up  against  her  in  the  Imperial 
»qiier — that  was  to  say,  before  the 
&tion  of  the  first  20  years  from  the 
ig  of  the  Act  of  Union,  and  before 
me  contemplated  for  a  revision  of 
ftlative  tax-bearing  abilities  of  the 
imntriee,  the  EngUsh  Ministers  had 
;ed  Ireland  sufficiently  into  debt  to 
B  them  to  show  that  a  parity  of  in- 
dness  had  been  arrived  at  which 
)d  them  to  apply  to  Parliament  for 
lolidation  oi  the  two  Exchequers. 
ontemplated  period  of  review  and 
leeament  provided  for  by  the  Ar- 

of  Union  was  thus  completely 
laped,  and  Ireland,  without  any  ro- 
tment,  was  plunged  into  the  abyss 
joint  indebtedness  without  any  of 

extraordinary  resources  which 
sd  England  to  bear  hor  burden 
eaae.  Ireland  would,  however, 
been  able  to  pay  her  way  without 
ictoal  impovenshmcnt  as  they  now 
seed,  if  the  taxes  since  levied  on 
fnited  Kingdom  had  boon  equit- 
framed  and  made  to  fall  on  the  ro- 
Te  countries  after  tlie  fashion  con- 
Ated  by  the  Articles  of  Union,  and 


which,  notwithstanding  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  Exchequers,  might  be  said 
to  have  practically  prevailed  up  to  1852  ; 
but  it  remained  for  Ministers  in  those 
latter  days,  since  1852,  to  devise  a  system 
of  taxation  such  as  had  never  been  con- 
templated, or,  at  any  rate,  had  never 
been  expressed  by  the  Ministers  who 
carried  the  Union,  or  by  those  who  con- 
solidated the  Exchequers  of  the  two 
countries  in  1817.  He  would  explain 
what  had  come  to  pass,  by  showing  how 
it  operated  at  this  moment.  The  gross 
annual  value  of  property  and  profits 
assessed  to  the  Income  Tax  under  all 
Schedules,  for  England  and  Wales  for 
the  year  ended  5th  April,  1872,  was 
£413,223,690;  forScotland,  £42,541,920; 
together,  £455,765,610.  The  gross 
annual  value  under  the  like  Schedules 
for  Ireland  amounted  to  £26,572,707. 
He  did  not  wish  to  be  omitted  from  their 
consideration  this  fact,  that  the  incomes 
derived  from  landed  property  in  Ireland 
were  somewhat  under-estimated  as  com- 
pared with  the  stricter  mode  of  assess- 
ment adopted  in  England,  where  the 
valuation  for  fiscal  purposes  more  nearly 
approached  the  rack  rent  than  did  the 
Irish  valuation.  He  desired  to  leave 
nothing  which  could  affect  the  case  out 
of  consideration,  and  he  at  once  admitted 
that  a  valuation  of  the  land  of  Ireland, 
on  the  principle  applied  to  the  English 
valuations,  would  increase  somewhat  the 
amount  assessable  for  Income  Tax ;  and 
if  there  were  no  **  sot  off "  to  this,  such 
as  he  would  mention,  it  would  alter  the 
proportion  of  the  income  of  Qreat  Bri- 
tain to  that  of  Ireland,  from  17  to  1,  to 
15  to  1.  But  there  were,  on  the  other 
hand,  considerations  which  far  out- 
weighed the  possible  correction  he  had 
adverted  to.  The  income  under  the  head 
of  funded  property  of  the  United  King- 
dom was  returned  under  one  head  as 
£38,646,360  (Schedule  G).  He  did  not, 
in  the  figures  he  had  already  given, 
attribute  this  sum  to  either  Great  Bri- 
tain or  Ireland  ;  but  had  he  the  means  of 
dissecting  it,  it  would  bo  seen  that  the 
sum  attributable  to  British  income  under 
that  head  would  bo  more  than  20  times 
the  amount  which  appertained  to  Irish, 
and  this  alone  would  go  far  to  counter- 
poiso  any  sum  which  had  to  bo  allowed 
for  in  respect  to  an  under- valuation  of 
land  in  Irohmd,  as  compared  with  tho 
valuation  of  land  in  Groat  Britain. 
Another  consideration  to  be  taken  into 
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account  was  that  while  in  Great  Britain 
there  was  an  immense  and  generally 
prosperous  wage- earning  class,  with  vast 
tax-bearing  capabilities,  there  was  no 
corresponding  class  to  represent  factory 
labour  in  Ireland.  In  March,  1875,  he 
brought  tho  case  of  Ireland  in  respect 
to  Imperial  taxation  in  a  somewhat  dif- 
ferent form  before  the  House,  and  on 
that  occasion  he  had  to  contend  against 
the  assumption,  propagated  under  the 
influence  of  Dublin  Castle,  that  Ireland 
was  in  a  prosperous  condition.  He  ven- 
tured to  say  then  that  there  was  merely 
an  appearance  of  prosperity,  for  the 
most  part  illusory,  and  that  one  thin^ 
only  was  certain — namely,  that  Ireland 
was  immensely  overtaxed  as  compared 
with  England.  There  was  no  need  now 
to  prove  that  Ireland  was  in  a  bad  con- 
dition. The  wretchedness  and  insol- 
vency of  Ireland  were  household  words 
in  India,  Australia,  Canada,  and  the 
United  States ;  in  fact  in  every  land  in 
which  the  English  language  was  spoken. 
Was  not  that  the  state  of  things  at  which 
Ireland  had  arrived  under  the  direction 
of  an  English  Government?  The  im- 
mense disparity  of  wealth  was  visible 
wherever  a  comparison  was  made. 
The  amount  of  interest  on  the  Fimded 
Debt  payable  in  London  in  1879  was 
£20,249,979,  and  that  receivable  in  Ire- 
land was  £1,013,173.  In  1875  he  had 
compared  iaQ  Betums  of  taxation  and 
population  for  the  years  1841,  1851, 
1861,  and  1871.  They  had  not  yet  com- 
pleted the  decade  which  brought  about 
a  fresh  numbering  of  the  population. 
He  would,  therefore,  have  again  to  refer 
to  the  comparative  Returns  furnished, 
showing  the  taxation  of  ihQ  Islands  re- 
spectively for  1841,  1851,  1861,  and 
1871.  He  made  his  case  now,  as  he 
had  made  it  in  1875,  on  the  basis  of  the 
Treasury  Return  of  7th  August,  1874 — 
Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  407,  of  that 
year.  No  change  in  tho  system  had 
been  since  made.  And  what  did  that 
Return  show  ?  It  showed  that  between 
1841  and  1871  tho  population  had  simk 
from  8,175,000  to  5,412,000— that  was 
to  say,  by  upwards  of  2,760,000  souls, 
and  that  the  British  Ministers  and  Bri- 
tish Parliament  had  nevertheless  raised 
the  taxation  of  Ireland  from  £3,907,238 
in  1811  to  £7,086,593  in  1871;  which 
meant,  in  fact,  raising  75  per  cent  addi- 
tional taxation  from  a  poj)iilation  dimi- 
nished by  30  per  cent ;  whilst  for  the 
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same  period  the  gross  Revenue  raieedby 
taxation  in  Great  Britain  had  not  kept 
pace  with  the  increase  of  population. 
He  had  said  the  taxation  of  Great  Bri- 
tain had  not  grown  or  kept  pace  with 
the  increase  of  the  population ;  bat  he 
would  put  the  case  much  strong^.   Be- 
tween 1841   and  1871  the  taxation  of 
Great  Britain  had  diminished  5#.  li,  in 
respect  to  each  head  of  the  popnlation, 
ana  the  taxation  of  Ireland  was  raised 
within    these    same    datee — in    annnil 
pressure,   bear  in   mind — 16«.   ^d,  for 
every  head  of  the  population  of  Ireland. 
He  admitted  that  Her  Majesty's  present 
Ministers  were  not  chiefly  accountable ; 
but  whatever  Ministers  held  power  were 
responsible  for  whatever  injustice  might 
be  done,  whether  by  themselvee  or  their 
Predecessors,   if,  when  pointed  out,  it 
was  not  redressed  or  redress  put  in  mo- 
tion. How  had  this  injustice  been  donef 
The  taxation  of  alcohol,  and  alcohoHe 
or  intoxicating  beverages,  was  the  most 
fruitful  source  of  revenue  in  the  United 
Kingdom;  and  he  admitted  very  pro- 
perly so.    Alcohol  was  taxed  in  eveiy 
form   of  intoxicating   beverage— ddsr 
alone  excepted — an  exception  of  veir 
little  importance,  and  which  he  referred 
to  now  merely  for  sake  of  accuracy.  Up 
to  1852  the  duties  on  those  beverages- 
spirits,  wines,   and   malt   drinks — ^had 
been  respectively  struck  so  that  the  in- 
cidence of  the  duties  had  been  fairly 
distributed  amongst  the  three  peoples  m 
which  the  United  Kingdom  was  com- 
posed.  It  was  due  to  his  Scotch  Friendi 
to  admit  that,  save  for  the  fact  that  the 
Scottish  people  had  more  of  the  goods  of 
this  life,  and  were  for  the  present  better 
able  to  withstand  the  injustioe,  the  case 
of  Scotland,  as  agpEunst  England,  was,  in 
the  matter  of  the  duties  on  aloohol,  pre- 
cisely similar  to  that  of  Ireland.    He 
would  illustrate  how  the  changes  had 
been  carried  out.  In  1852  the  duty  paid 
in  Ireland  on  proof  spirits,  home  made, 
was  at  the  rate  of  2%.  Sd.  per  gaUon. 
The  duty  on  wine  was  5$.  9d.  a-gaUon. 
The  wines  of  France — for  instance,  darct 
or  champagne — paid  that  duty  of  5«.  9^. 
a  gallon.     Since  then  the  duly  on  homo 
made  spirits,  that  was  on  Irish  whisky, 
had  been  raised  from  28.  8</.  a  gallon  to 
10«. ;  and  the  duty  on  clarets  and  cham- 
pagnes had  been  reduced  from   5$.  9d. 
a-gallon  to  1#.  That,  however,  explained 
only  a  small  portion  of  the  wrong  done. 
The  gigantic  injustice  was  that  which 
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had  been  done  in  relation  to  the  popular 
nstiTe  bererages  of  the  two  countries. 
The  popular  alooholio  beverage  of  Eng- 
land haid  always  been,  since  the  days  of 
Gieaar's  invamon,  beer — that  was  to  say, 
ale— and  aU  brewed  liquors  made  from 
malt.    When  the  duty  on  whisky  was 
2f .  M.  a-gallon  in  Ireland  the  duty  on 
malt  was  2$,  B^d.  ]^r  bushel.  The  quan- 
tity of    proof   spirit  contained  in  the 
liquor  brewed  firom  a  bushel  of  malt  was 
^i  gallon ;  bat,  as  there  had  been  until 
rery  lately  a  duty  of  2d.  a-pound  also 
paid  on  the  hops  used  in  brewing,  there 
was  some  approximation  to  equality  in 
the  taxation  applied  to  the  respective 
bereraffes  of  the  two  countries.    The 
English  ale  drinker  had,  however,  oven 
then,  much  the  best  of  it,  for  he  con- 
Bamed  his  alcohol  at  a  lower  rate  of 
taxation  than  2$.  for  every  gallon  of 
proof  spirits  which  it  contained,  whilst 
the  consumer  of  whisky,  whether  diluted 
or  not,  paid  2«.  Sd.  duty  on  every  gallon. 
The  disparity  had,  however — since  1852 
— ^been  enormouslpr  increased.     In  1853 
the  dnty  was  raised  on  whisky  from 
2«.  Bd.  to  Si.  Ad.  per  gallon,   in  1854 
from  Si.  4d.  to  4#.,  in  1855  from  4«.  to 
6«.  2d.,  in  1858  from  6#.  2d.  to  8«.,  in 
18M  from  Si.  to  10#.,  at  which  it  had 
remained  ever  since.  All  that  time  there 
was  no  corresponding,  nor  any  increase, 
of  the  dnty  which  affected  the  English 
popular  beverage.    On  what  principle 
of  justice,  he  might  ask,  were  the  tastes 
of  the  English  to  be  consulted  and  legis- 
litedfor,  and  the  predilections  of  the 
Irish  and  Scotch  to  be  marked  out  for 
taxation  almost  immeasurably  in  excess 
of  the  scale  applied  to  the  alcoholic  sti- 
mulants in  wnich  the  English  iudulged  ? 
^f  alcoholic  stimulants  might  be  law- 
^o^J  consumed  at  all,  or  wore  proper 
j^  be  consumed,   there  must  be  some 
^'Jns  more  suitable  to  one  country  than 
^toother.     Whisky  was  the  form  in 
*''Uch  alcohol  was  found  most  suitable 
^  tlie  Irish  and  Scotch.     It  no  doubt 
J*d   a  great  deal  to  do  with  climate. 
•^^kur  Young  wrote  thus  of  Ireland 
*^*^  than  100  years  ago — 

.  Ilie  worst  circumstances  of  tho  climate  is  u 
J^J*tupe  without  rain.  Wot  a  pitTo  <»f  h-athcr 
*^  lay  it  in  a  rormi  whore  there  iH  neither  8un 
*^  tin;  and  it  will  not,  in  sumin<.'r  ovrti,  1m< 
^  ^r'T  a  month.  1  havi*  known  ^t-iitlniicn  in 
^'^^nd  diuy  thfir  climiUu  hcin^  nu'i^ttT  than 
^^land;  but  if  they  have  t^yvs  kt  thim  o\)*n 
and  SCO  tho  verdure  that  clol}!"-.-*  tin  ir 
and  compare  it  with  ours  in  England 
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where  rocky  soiLb  rto  of  a  russet  brown,  how* 
ever  sweet  tho  food  for  sheep.  Does  not  their 
island  lie  more  exposed  to  the  great  Atlantic  ? 
and  docs  pot  tho  west  wind  blow  thieo-fourths 
of  tho  year?" 

It  could  not,  however,  with  truth  he  said 
that  the  Irish  were  greater  lovers  of  al- 
cohol than  the  Euglish,  and  therefore  de- 
sired to  take  it  in  its  more  concentrated 
form ;  for,  notwithstanding  the  strength 
of  whisky  as  compared  to  beer,  the  Eng- 
lish consumed  more  alcohol  than  either 
the  Scotch  or  Irish.  The  consumption  in 
all  forms  was,  for  each  head  of  the  popu- 
lation in  England  and  Wales,  4  gallons 
72  hundredths ;  for  each  in  Scotland,  3 
gallons  64  hundredths;  for  each  in  Ire- 
land, 2  gallons  49  hundredths.  But 
owing  to  the  English  running  more  on 
beer  and  wine  than  the  Irish  or  Scotch, 
they  consumed  the  equivalent  of  a  gallon 
of  proof  spirits  on  payment  of  an  average 
duty  of  3s.  lOd.,  wnereas  the  Scotch  paid 
an  average  duty  of  7s.  !}(/.,  and  the 
Irish  an  average  duty  of  6#.  7Jrf.  per 
gallon.  He  (Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna)  would 
now  come  to  his  final  proofs.  In  1871 
the  gross  amount  raised  by  taxation  in 
Great  Britain  was  £57,534,683,  whereof 
£8,789,485  was  Income  Tax,  showing 
that  the  gross  taxation  barely  exceeded 
six  times  and  a-half  the  Income  Tax ; 
whilst  the  gross  taxation  of  Ireland  was 
£7,086,593,  whereof  only  £538,617  was 
Income  Tax,  showing  that  there  was  a 
gross  Imperial  taxation  levied  off  Great 
Britain  equal  to  ouly  six  times  and  a- 
lialf  her  Income  Tax  whilst  there  was  a 
gross  Imperial  taxation  levied  off  Ireland 
equal  to  more  than  13  times  her  Income 
Tax.  Ue  ventured  to  say  that  if  the  in- 
come of  tho  wage-earning  taxpayers 
could  be  added  to  tho  incomes  of  Great 
Britain,  and  the  like  done  in  respect 
to  the  wage-earning  class  in  Ireland, 
the  actual  disparity  would  appear  still 
greater  than  it  did  on  a  comparison  of 
tho  assessed  incomes  only.  Ho  might 
add,  in  conclusion,  that  ho  had  endoa- 
vourc?d  not  to  treat  tho  (question  as  a 
Homo  link'  question ;  but  what  greater 
argument  could  bo  adduced  in  favour  of 
Hume  lluli}  than  a  bcliof  on  the  part  of 
tho  Irish  pooplo  that  tho  present  system 
of  taxation  was  irreversiblo  ?  Ho  liopod 
Hit  Majesty's  (lovornuient  would  con- 
sent to  ^rantiiij;  him  tlio  Committee  for 
which  he  HOW  mnv(td. 

Mu.  O'CONXOli  rOWER  seconded 
tho  Motion.     Ho  had  long  rogrettoil  that 
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this  branch  of  the  Irish  question  had 
not  received  more  attention  from  Par- 
liament and  the  bulk  of  Irish  Eeproscn- 
tatives  themselves.  The  last  dajs  of  an 
expiring  Parliament,  however,  did  not, 
perhaps,  furnish  the  best  opportunity  of 
discussing  a  question  of  this  magnitude. 
Still,  he  trusted  they  would  succeed  in 
attracting  the  attention  of  the  electors  of 
both  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  the 
subject,  and  that  when  candidates 
claimed  the  suffrages  that  the  electors 
would  put  questions  to  them  with  re- 
spect to  the  present  unequal  taxation. 
The  unequal  incidence  of  Imperial  taxa- 
tion in  Ireland  had  always  seemed  to 
him  a  great  misfortune.  His  hon. 
Friend  had  shown  that  one  of  the  evil 
resultsflowing  from  the  Legislative  Union 
of  England  with  Ireland  was  that  the 
latter  country,  which  was  notoriously 
poor,  had  been  forced  into  financial 
partnership  with  England,  which  was 
notoriously  a  rich  country.  By  the 
amalgamation  of  the  National  Debts  of 
Ireland  and  Great  Britain,  Ireland  was 
not  only  made  responsible  for  the  Debt 
incurred  by  England  in  prosecuting  war 
upon  the  Continent,  but  made  respon- 
sible for  pre-Union  Debts,  and  the 
country  had  suffered  considerably  in 
consequence.  No  wonder  that  his  hon. 
Friend  had  been  able  to  show  that  the 
first  17  years  of  the  Union  swelled  the 
Irish  Debt  from  £28,000,0000  sterling 
to  £112,000,000.  The  Irish  Members 
contended  that  the  alcohol  in  beer  and 
spirits  should  be  taxed  alike  ;  and  they, 
therefore,  called!upon  their  Scotch  fellow- 
citizens  to  join  them  in  a  united  crusade 
against  the  maintenance  by  the  English 
Bepresentatives — England  being  the 
largest  and  most  powerful  of  the  three 
countries — of  an  injustice  which  pressed 
alike  on  Scotland  and  Ireland.  He 
should  be  very  glad  if  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  able  to  announce  their 
readiness  to  grant  the  Select  Committee 
of  Inquiry  that  had  been  asked  for  in 
the  Motion  of  his  hon.  Friend. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  Select  Comuiittco  bo  appointed  to 
inquire  into  and  rejMjrt  whether  there  is,  as  al- 
leged, BoiiiO  and  what  disparity  in  the  incidenco 
of  Imperial  Taxation  aa  it  affectj*  the  several 
Countries  of  which  the  United  Kingdom  iscom- 
j>o».'d ;  and  whether,  in  the  o])iuion  of  the 
Commit tr«.',  the  circumstances  call  fiir  any  and 
what  changes  in  the  tisciil  legislation  for  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland  respectively." — (6'ir 
Joseph  M^Kenna.) 

Mr.  G*  Connor  Potr^r 


Mb.  M'LASEN  said,  the  matter  ts 
regarded  spirits  had  been  gone  into  w 
very  carefully  and  elaborately  by  his 
hon.  Friend  who  moved  this  MotioB, 
that  he  would  say  very  little  about  it. 
although  it  was  a  question  he  had  studied 
with  great  attention.  Beferring  to  the 
Eevenue  accounts  for  the  last  year,  he 
said  that  the  duties  on  British  spiriti 
consumed  in  England  amounted  to 
£8,250,000,  the  duties  on  spirits  ood- 
sumed  in  Scotland  were  £3,204,000,  and 
in  Ireland  £3,000,000.  The  result  was, 
that  Scotland  and  Ireland  paid  between 
them  £6,200,000  for  their  9,000,000  of 
people,  while  England  paid  £8,200,000 
for  about  24,000,000  of  people.  Scot- 
land  and  Ireland,  therefore,  paid  neailj 
three  times  as  much  per  head  as  vas 
paid  by  England.  He  thought  nothing 
could  be  more  tmjust  than  that.  As  to 
the  idea  of  beer  being  a  more  sober 
drink  than  spirits,  he  did  not  beliere  it 
was  anything  of  the  kind.  He  knew 
that  some  of  the  first  physicians  of  the 
present  day  advocated  that  aged  people 
should  take  half  a  glass  of  spirits  in 
water,  in  place  of  a  oouple  of  glasfles  of 
wine,  statmg  it  would  be  better  for  their 
health.  It  was  an  imdeniable  fact  thai 
there  was  a  Very  muoh  la]ra;er  amount  of 
alcohol  consumed  per  head  in  Enslsnd 
than  in  Ireland  or  Scotland,  yet  £ng- 
land  paid  muoh  less  for  the  amount  of 
alcohol  contained  in  its  drink.  It  ^ 
alcohol  mixed  with  more  water,  and  with 
some  colouring  matter,  and  called  by  an- 
other name  than  whisky — beer — upon 
which  a  less  duty  was  paid  than  if  that  al- 
cohol had  been  contained  in  whisky.  Bnt 
he  had  yet  to  learn  that  the  beer  drinkers, 
compared  with  the  whisky  drinkers  in 
Scotland,  were  more  sober.  In  fact,  the 
drunkenness  produced  by  beer  seemed 
to  assume  a  more  savage  form  than 
anything  he  had  ever  heard  of  in  Scot* 
land  or  Ireland.  He  held,  therefore, 
that  there  was  nothing  whatever  in  the 
moral  aspect  of  the  question  that  should 
make  them  favour  beer  drinking  rather 
than  whisky  drinking.  His  hon.  Friend'* 
statement  had  made  the  question  ap- 
pear to  the  disadvantage  of  Scotland 
in  ouo  particular.  Ho  omitted  to  xni^o 
an  allowance  for  the  great  amount  of 
smuggling  that  took  place  in  Ireland-* 
no  duty,  of  course,  being  paid  on  the 
smuggled  liquor — with  the  comparatireW 
small  amount  of  smuggling  that  took 
place  in  Scotland.    The  disparity  wai 
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royed  by  the  oBemoGS  witliin  the  last 
iw  yean,  for  the  number  of  Excise  pro- 
icationB  for  Bmoggling  had  been  about 
30  a^year  in  Ireland,  while  the  number 
aa  less  than  10  in  Scotland.  Alto- 
ether,  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  McLaren) 
imt  a  case  had  been  made  out  for  a  full 
ad  lair  inquiiy.  A  rough-and-ready 
my  of  stating  the  matter  was,  that  for 
reiy  1«.  paid  for  the  alchohol  con- 
lined  in  malt  liquors,  5$,  6d,  was  paid 
9rthe  same  quantity  of  alcohol  contained 
I  whisky.  It  came  to  this,  that  the 
iqnor  upon  which  1#.  of  duty  was  paid 
1  Sootland  or  Ireland  might  intoxicate 
&e  man,  whereas  the  liquor  upon 
rhich  U.  of  duty  was  paid  in  England, 
r  that  liquor  was  in  the  shape  of  beer, 
rould  intoxicate  five  and  a-half  men, 
tecanse  there  were  five  and  a-half  times 
he  quantity  of  alcohol  in  the  beer  on 
rhioh  1«.  duty  would  be  paid  that  there 
raa  in  the  whisky  on  which  an  equal 
laty  would  be  paid.  While  he  supported 
he  inquixy  that  was  proposed,  he  was 
lot  aUe  to  agree  to  the  fundamental 
niiudple  of  the  Besolution,  which  took 
heamonnt  of  Income  Tax  as  the  standard 
»f.  proportion  for  other  taxation.  It 
nignt  do  if  the  Income  Tax  was  levied 
ixacdy  in  the  same  way  in  all  the  coun- 
ries;  but  it  had  been  admitted  by  his 
ion.  Friend  that  it  was  not  levied  in  the 
lame  way.  In  England,  the  Income 
lad  Property  Tax  was  levied  very  nearly 
n  the  rack-rental.  In  Ireland  there 
raa  a  considerable  modification.  The 
Km.  Member  did  not  say  anything  about 
low  it  was  levied  in  Scotland;  but  the 
■ct  wae,  that  in  Scotland  the  Income 
ad  Property  Tax  was  levied  on  the  fuU 
ack-rent,  and  the  valuation  was  so 
tringent  that  not  only  was  the  tenant 
Kmnd  to  return  his  rack-rent  annually 
Liider  a  penalty  of  £20,  but  the  landlord 
pot  a  sdicdule,  and  was  also  bound  to 
aake  a  return  thus  to  chock  the  tenant. 
nie  effect  of  that  was,  that  year  by  year 
he  taxation  of  Sootland  in  reference  to 
noome  and  property  grew  to  a  very  large 
urtent ;  but  he  was  informed  that  in  Iro- 
mnd  property  in  Dublin  and  Belfast,  and 
rther  towns,  was  valued  at  an  amount 
neatly  below  the  real  value  or  the  rent 
Uiat  was  paid.  There  had  been  pro- 
duced that  day  a  Betum  at  his  (Mr. 
lC*Laren's)  instance,  showing  the  amount 
of  the  Income  Tax  in  every  county  and 
eveiT  borough  in  the  United  Kingdom ; 
•ad  mlookiDgoversomeof  the  statements 

VOL.  CCLI.        [third  series.] 


contained  in  it,  he  could  not  help  being 
struck  with  the    extraordinary    discre- 
pancies which  existed.     For  example, 
Ireland,  with  a  population  of  5,500,000, 
was  so  valued  that  its  Income  Tax  for 
the  last  year  amounted    to    £117,000. 
Scotland,  with  a  population  of  3,500,000, 
paid    an    Income    Tax    amounting    to 
£323,000.     The  House  would  remember 
that  he  was  not  speaking  of  the  nominal 
tax,  but  of  the  actual  amount  raised. 
Scotland,  like  England,    also  paid  the 
House  Duty,  whereas  Ireland  paid  none. 
The  House  Duty  of  Scotland  last  year 
was    £65,000.      That    might    also    be 
considered    Income    Tax,     because    as 
men's  incomes  increased  they  removed 
to  better  houses.   Therefore,  they  might 
take  the  two  together,   and  say   that 
Scotland    last    year  paid  £389,000    of 
Income  Tax,  whereas  Ireland  only  paid 
£117,000.     It  might,  perhaps,  give  the 
House  a  more  vivid  idea  of  the  dispro- 
portion than  by  merely  naming  large  siuns, 
if  he  mentioned  that  the  total  Income 
Tax  of  Dublin  last  year  was  £67,200 ; 
Belfast,  one  of  the  most  thriving  towns 
in  the  three  Kingdoms,  paid  £25,000 ; 
Cork,  £10,900;  and  Limerick,  £3,700. 
The    aggregate   amount  was   £97,000. 
But  look  how  unjustly  Edinburgh,  which 
he  had  the  honour  to    represent,  was 
taxed  compared  with  these  towns.     It 
paid  last  year  £73,693,  and  £24,000  for 
House  Duty,  while  for  the  latter  in  Dublin 
and    Belfast    nothing  was  paid.     The 
population  of  Edinburgh  at  last  Census 
was  196,000,  while  Dublin  had  a  popu- 
lation of  267,000.     The  House  must  re- 
member that  Dublin  was  a  wealthy  city, 
and  swarmed  with  office-holders  paid  by 
the    Qovemment    out   of  the  national 
taxation  of  England  and  Scotland.     He 
thoroughly   agreed    with    the    demand 
made  by  the  hon.  Member,  that  the  taxa- 
tion of  spirits  and  other  things  should 
bo  put  on  the  same  footing  in  the  Three 
Kingdoms.     lie  would  say  no  more  than 
to  remark  that  England  had  had  the 
advantage  not  only  of  squeezing  Ireland 
to  a  degree  that  was  unjust,  but  that  it 
had  done  the  same  thing  to  Scotland, 
and  had  even  violated  the  Treaty  and 
Act  of  Union  in  a  very  flagrant  way. 
At  the  Union,  it  was  agreed  that  Scot- 
land should  only  pay  £48,000  of  Land 
Tax  to  the  £2,000,000  of  Land  Tax  paid 
by  England,  and  that  that  proportion 
Hhould  continue  to  the  end  of  time  to 
regulate  all  direct  taxes.     Thus    Scot- 
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land  was  to  pay  £1  for  every  £41  paid 
by  England,  but  England  had  now  made 
Scotland  pay  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  9, 
instead  of  1  to  41.  So,  that  while  Eng- 
land had  certainly  oppressed  the  smaller 
country  of  Ireland  in  the  manner  com- 
plained of,  she  had  still  further  op- 
pressed the  still  smaller  country  of  Scot- 
land. 

Mr.  W.  holms  said,  that  he  had 
ventured  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  subject  two  years  ago,  and 
had  pointed  out  that  the  Eevenue  during 
the  past  20  years  had  been  derived  to  a 
much  larger  amount  from  indirect  taxa- 
tion and  to  a  smaller  amount  from  direct 
taxation.  The  working  classes  now  paid 
a  larger  proportion  than  the  wealthy 
classes,  and  the  wealthy  classes  a  smaller 
proportion  than  they  did  20  years 
ago.  The  hon.  Member  for  Youghal, 
(Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna),  had  made  a  very 
able  speech,  and  had,  no  doubt,  made  out 
his  case  ;  but  he  (Mr.  W.  Holms)  con- 
sidered that  Scotland  had  a  similar  com- 
plaint to  make  to  that  which  was  made 
for  Ireland.  Scotland,  with  a  population 
of  3,352,000,  paid  £3,279,000  on  spirits; 
while  Ireland,  with  a  population  of 
5,363,000,  paid  £3,050,000.  If  the  po- 
sition of  Ireland  and  Scotland  combined 
were  contrasted  with  that  of  England, 
it  would  be  found  that  England  ought 
to  pay  one-third  more  than  it  did  at 
present,  or  something  like  £8,000,000 
more.  In  dealing  with  this  question, 
it  was  necessary  to  see  not  only  how  it 
affected  one  particular  class  of  taxation, 
but  to  look  at  the  incidence  of  taxa- 
tion, from  whatever  source  that.taxation 
mieht  be  derived;  if  it  was  shown  that 
Ireland  paid  a  smaller  proportion  than 
England  and  Scotland  on  one  particular 
class  of  article,  then  the  hon.  Member 
for  Youghal  was  bound  to  show  how 
he  would  make  up  for  the  loss  arising 
from  adjusting  that  particular  article  of 
taxation.  He  (Mr.  \V.  Holms)  found, 
from  the  Heturns  issued  last  year, 
that  England  contributed  to  the  Be- 
venue  42«.  per  head,  Scotland  43«.  4(^., 
and  Ireland  24«.  Not  only  did  Ireland 
produce  a  much  smaller  amount  per 
head,  but  the  total  amount  paid  by  Lre- 
land  was  considerably  less  than  that 
paid  by  Scotland.  Scotland,  having  a 
population  two-thirds  less  than  that  of 
Ireland,  contributed  £7,844,000,  while 
Ireland  only  contributed  £6,499,000.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  taxation  and  repre- 

Mr.  McLaren 


sentation  should  go  together.  It  wis  & 
question  how  fSar  Ireland  was  represented 
in  proportion  to  its  taxation,  and  how  far 
Scotland  was  represented  in  propoTtio& 
to  her  taxation.  If  they  looked  at  tlie 
amount  contributed  by  Scotland,  th«T 
would  find  that  Scotland  ought  to  hare 
78  Members  in  the  Houae,  and  IrelaiHi, 
according^  to  the  amount  paid,  should 
have  64  Members.  Under  the  present 
condition  of  things,  however,  Ireland 
had  105  Members  and  Scotland  only  60. 
He  was  willing  that  a  Conunittee  should 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  question 
of  the  incidence  of  taxation;  and  he 
would  be  still  better  pleased  to  have  an 
inquiry  instituted  as  to  how  far  taxation 
was  represented  in  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Sib  HENRY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  the  subject  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  House  had  been  called  was  not 
now  brouffht  forward  for  the  first  time, 
the  hon.  Member  for  Youffhal (Sir  Joseph 
M'Kenna)  having  himself  called  atten- 
tion to  it  on  a  previous  occasion.    On 
this  occasion,  however,  he  (Sir  Heniy 
Selwin-Ibbetson)  did  not  see  that  the 
hon.  Member  had  been  able  to  prodnoe 
any  new  arguments  in  support  of  hii 
position.  The  hon.  Member  complained, 
as  the  complaint  always  had  been,  thit 
the  incidence  of  taxation  was  unequal, 
and  that  Ireland  was  placed  at  a  dis- 
advantage as  compared  with  the  other 
parts  of  we  UnitedKingdom,  being  taxed 
more  heavily  than  they  were  in  propcv- 
tion  to  her  population  and  resooroei. 
Ooing  into  the  history  of  the  arrange- 
ments which  had  taken  place  as  between 
Ireland  and  other  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  hon.  Member  had  pointed 
out  that  in  the  old  times  there  was  a 
separate  system  of  Exchequer  and  Ac- 
counts for  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland. 
That  system  was  done  away  with,  and  a 
general  system  of  taxation  was  initiated. 
The  liabilities   contracted   by   Ireland 
under  the  Act  of  Union  would,  pito- 
tically,   have  crushed  her;  bat,  as  tfaa 
hon.  Member  was  aware,  in  the  yttf 
1815-16,     the    Irish    Debt,     resulting 
from  the  transaction,  was  swept  awayt 
and  the  Irish  Exchequer  merged  int^ 
that  of  England ;  so  that  the  taxation  <^ 
the    two    countries    became    comnutt^^ 
Now,  that  being  so,  it  was  haidly  fsi^ 
on  the  part  of  Lishmen  to  allem  tha^ 
they  were  unduly  oppressed.    Baths^^ 
they  stood  at  an  advantage,  for  Englaii^^ 
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d  into  the  Imperial  Exchequer  taxes 
Loh  did  not  fall  in  the  same  way  upon 
land — ^namely,  the  BaUwaj  Duty,  the 
ence  Tax«  the  House  Duty,  the  Land 
z.  Medical  Stamps,  and  the  Dog  Tax. 
was  not  prepared  to  say  that  if  a 
ticular  class  of  the  community  could 
w  that  there  was  a  case  of  unjust  or 
tressiye  taxation,  it  was  not  a  subject 
consideration ;  but  he  could  not  see 
r  it  was  possible  to  get  away  from 
principle  which  had  been  laid  down, 
t  the  taxation  should,  with  the  excep- 
i8  to  which  he  had  referred,  be  universal 
the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
lad  not  been  shown  that  the  taxation 
ndiyiduals  was  excessive  in  Ireland 
ompared  with  England  and  Scotland. 
ny  tax  applied  equally  to  English- 
1  and  Scotchmen  as  to  Irishmen, 
f  that  in  the  case  of  Ireland  there 
«  exemptions  which  were  unknown 
Sngland  and  Scotland.  Beyond  that, 
Itt  the  proportion  of  Bevenue  contri- 
od  by  Ireland  was  about  one-twelfth 
10  total,  it  should  not  be  forgotten,  as 
ther  item  of  the  account,  that  in  re- 
d  to  local  reliefs,  which  formed  a 
;e  branch  of  the  subject,  Ireland  en- 
id  a  very  considerable  advantage 
r  the  other  parts  of  the  United 
igdom.  In  fact,  those  reliefs,  in  the 
»  of  Ireland,  amounted  to  something 

33  per  cent.  The  whole  matter 
e  to  tids — that  there  was  no  tax  im- 
id  upon  Ireland  the  burden  of  which 

not  shared  by  Englishmen  and 
tchmen,  while  there  were  some  taxes 
osed  upon  England  and  Scotland 
eh  were  not  borne  by  the  Irish  peo- 

If  a  different  system  of  taxation 
» to  be  adopted,  in  accordance  with 
principle  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
ighal's  Besolution,  the  result  would 
haty  on  the  same  principle,  different 
Mf  not  only  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
of  the  same  country,  would  demand 
iptional  treatment  in  exceptional 
unatances.  Ireland  would  not  bo 
le  in  asking  that  she  should  be 
ted  exceptionaUy,  and  they  would 
»  similar  demands  from  the  poorer 
lets  of  England  and  Scotland.  Once 
departed  from  the  principle  that  each 
ridual  should  pay  the  same  amount 
Axation,  wherever  he  resided,  they 
Id  have  other  claims  than  thoso  of 
and,  equally  sound  on  the  principle  of 
option  advocated  by  the  hon.  Member 
Yooghal.  The  inconvenience,  there- 


fore, of  departing  from  the  sound  prin- 
ciple that  the  same  system  of  taxation 
must  be  applied  to  every  individual 
would  be  manifest.  Then  it  had  been 
urged  that,  owing  to  the  national 
beverage,  Ireland  was  much  more 
heavily  taxed  than  beer-drinking  Eng- 
land was.  It  must,  however,  be  re- 
membered that,  although  a  large  quan- 
tity of  whisky  might  be  made  in  Ire- 
land, the  bulk  of  it  was  consimied  else- 
where, and  that  the  incidence  of  the  tax 
upon  the  beverage  fell  not  on  the  manu- 
facturer, but  on  the  consimier. 

Mb.  M'LAEEN  pointed  out,  that  the 
figures  which  he  quoted  appeared  in  the 
Inland  Eevenue  Betums  just  issued  re- 
lating to  the  quantity  of  whisky  consumed, 
and  not  merely  to  the  quantity  manu- 
factured in  Ireland  and  Scotland. 

Sib  HENEY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  he  was  referring  to  the  figures  which 
appeared  in  another  Betum  which  had 
been  presented  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
sent Session,  and  which  related  to  the 
quantity  of  whisky  manufactured.  The 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Youghal 
asserted  that  the  gross  Bevenue  raised 
In  Ghreat  Britain  was  only  equal  to  six- 
and-a-half  times  its  Income  Tax,  whereas 
that  of  Ireland  was  equal  to  13  times 
her  Income  Tax.  It  must  be  remembered, 
however,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
fallacious  than  arguments  based  upon 
the  amount  of  the  Income  Tax  of  a  par- 
ticular locality.  Thus,  for  instance,  In- 
come Tax  was  paid  upon  enormous  sums 
in  the  City  of  London,  in  which  the 
dividends  of  the  Bank  of  England  and 
the  interest  on  Foreign  Stocks  were  paid, 
although  the  money  was  actually  spent 
elsewhere.  It  was,  therefore,  a  mistake 
to  assume  that  because  the  Income  Tax 
of  Ireland  was  levied  upon  an  ap- 
parently small  amount  of  income,  the 
actual  income  of  her  population  was 
equally  limited.  Another  fact  worthy 
of  observation  was,  that  the  assessment 
for  the  Income  Tax  was  lower  in  Ireland 
than  it  was  in  England  and  Scotland. 
On  the  ground,  therefore,  that  it  was 
essential  that  they  should  have  one  sys- 
tem of  taxation  applicable  equally  to 
every  member  of  the  community,  he  felt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  resist  this  Motion. 

Mr.  SYNAN  admitted,  that  if  the 
Committee  asked  for  were  appointed,  it 
would  have  difficulties  to  contend  with ; 
but  it  was  because  of  the  difficulties  that 
surrounded  this  question  that  he  felt 
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that  a  Gommittoe  should  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  them.  He  considered  that 
the  hon.  Baronet  was  historically  and 
financially  wrong  in  his  estimate  of  the 
causes  which  had  led  to  the  present  state 
of  things.  The  amount  which  was 
settled  by  the  Act  of  Union  as  the  pro- 
portion which  Ireland  ought  to  pay  of 
the  Debt  of  the  United  Kingdom  was 
admitted  by  the  Committee  of  1866  to 
be  an  unjust  and  imfair  proportion. 
The  consequence  was  tliat  Ireland  was 
unable  to  pay  it,  and  in  1816  the  coun- 
try became  bankrupt,  and  the  Exchequer 
was  consolidated  with  that  of  England, 
which  was  just  what  Ireland  did  not  want. 
Coming  to  the  question  immediately  be- 
fore the  House,  ho  (Mr.  S}iian)  said  that 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  as  he 
understood  it,  was  that  so  far  as  individuals 
in  Ireland  were  concerned  they  had 
nothing  more  to  complain  of  than  indi- 
viduals in  England  or  Scotland ;  that  the 
taxation  was  either  the  same  as  in  those 
countries,  or  was  something  in  their 
favour.  Well,  but  that  showed  a  total 
misconception  of  the  whole  thing.  What 
was  the  source  of  taxation  ?  It  was  not 
in  relation  to  individuals,  but  to  the  re- 
sources of  the  land  and  the  commodi- 
ties and  commerce  of  the  country.  He 
argued  that,  from  whatever  point  of  view 
the  Motion  was  regarded,  the  argument 
was  conclusive  in  favour  of  a  Committee. 
But,  then,  it  had  been  hinted  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Edinburgh  (Mr.  M'Laren) 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Paisley  (Mr. 
W.  Holms),  that  the  result  of  the  Com- 
mittee, should  it  be  appointed,  might  be 
injurious  to  Ireland  financially,  and  that 
taxes  might  be  imposed  upon  that  coun- 
try to  which  it  was  not  at  present  subject. 
His  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Youghal 
(Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna)   was  quite  pre- 

Eared  to  accept  that  risk.  There  would 
e  no  difficulty  in  reducing  the  tax  upon 
whisky  in  Ireland  to  the  level  of  the 
tax  upon  malt  in  England.  It  was  not 
a  differential  duty  ;  it  wasa positive  tax, 
and  it  might  be  equalized  over  the  three 
countries.  Surely  Scotland  and  Ireland 
were  entitled  to  the  same  protection  in 
respect  of  that  manufacture  as  England 
received  in  regard  to  malt.  The  founda- 
tion of  the  present  grievance  was  that  in 
Ireland  a  tax  was  imposed  upon  a  par- 
ticular kind  of  property,  whicnit  was  not 
imposed  upon  in  England,  and  that  was 
an  injustice.  Again,  the  taxation  im- 
posed upon  Ireland  was  greater  in  pro- 

Mr,  Synan 


portion  to  her  ability  to  pay  than  that 
imposed  upon  England.  How  was  it 
that  whisky  in  Ireland  was  taxed  at  the 
rate  of  10«.  per  gallon,  while  beer  in 
England  was  taxed  at  2#.  per  gall(»i? 
Was  not  that  a  fair  subject  of  inquiry? 
Then,  as  to  the  relative  wealth  of  the 
two  countries,  the  taxation  of  Ireland 
was  13  times  as  great  as  that  of  EnglaiHJ. 
It  was  idle  to  say  that  Ireland  received 
local  aids.  She  had  local  aids  only  for 
Imperial  poiposes.  Then  it  was  urged 
that  Assessed  Taxes  were  not  imp^ed 
upon  Ireland.  Why  were  they  not? 
Because  they  would  yield  nothing,  and 
would  not  even  pay  the  cost  of  collection. 
It  was  true  that  the  Income  Tax  was  im- 
posed in  Ireland  upon  a  valuation  of  the 
land ;  but  there  was  not  a  shadow  of  dif* 
ference  now  between  the  valuation  and 
the  rent  of  property  in  Ireland,  although 
he  admittea  that  a  few  years  ago  tfaeie 
was  a  difference  of  about  20  per  cent 
But  these  were  all  matters  for  inqnizy, 
and  he  hoped,  therefore,  the  Home 
would  agree  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Committee  moved  for. 

Mb.  STOBEB  said,  he  did  not  think 
a  case  had  been  made  out  either  for  Ire- 
land or  Scotland,  for  Ireland  certainly 
was  far  less  heavily  taxed  than  England 
and  Scotland.    In  England  the  people 

Said  £2  5$.  per  head  in  taxation,  and  the 
cotch  peome  a  little  over  £2  per  head ; 
while  the  Irish  people  paid  only  about 
£1  per  head.    The  Irish  Members  were 
always  asking  for  equality  in  the  matter 
of  the  franchise,  and  also  in  other  con- 
cerns ;  but  he  never  found  them  asking 
for  ^equality  in  taxation.    They  alwava 
found  it  convenient  to  forget  what  w 
Eetums  proved,  that  they  paid  no  Hoase 
Tax,  no  Assessed  Taxes,  no  Bailway  Tax, 
&c. ;  also,  that  under  Schedule  B  the 
farmers  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  paid 
only  three  farthings  where  the  'R"gl««l> 
occupier  paid  one  penny.     Why  that 
should  be  the  case  he  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive.   The  hon.  Member  who  had  just 
spoken  objected  to  any  reference  heiag 
made  to  the  grants  in  aid  to  Ireland ; 
but  he  must  be  told  of  it.    Thejnanto 
in  aid  made  from  the  Impezial  £sehe- 
quer  were  a  very  important  item,  and 
they  were  increasing  every  year,  and  a 
reference  to  the  Estimates  would  ahow 
that  the  great  increase  was  in  grants 
made  to  Ireland,  for  which,  he  must  say, 
the  Irish  Members  exhibits4  little  grati- 
tude either  to  the  national  tazpayan  or 
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to  the  Ghyreniment.  He  thought  that 
hon.  Members  opposite  had  bettor  let 
the  matter  sleep,  for  it  was  possible  that, 
if  the  Committee  were  granted,  thoy 
irould  have  to  pay  more  taxation  than  at 
present. 

8iB   OEOHQE    CAMPBELL   main- 
tained  that  Scotland  was  much  more 
highly  taxed  than  England,  as  would  be 
shown  by  a  reference  to  the  statistics  of 
the  population.    Proportionally,  the  peo- 
ple of  Scotland  paid  more  into  the  Ex- 
ohequer  than  did  the  people  of  England ; 
and  the  only  apparent  exception  was 
the  single  case  of  Schedule  B  of  the 
Income  Tax.     That,  however,  was  not 
becanse  the  taxation  was  less ;  but  be- 
cause of  different  circumstances,  and  in 
no  respect  was  Scotland  favoured.     He 
agreea  that  there  was  no  ground  for 
distinction  in  levying  a  tax   on  beer, 
as  compared   to  that   on  whisky.     In 
Scotland,    no  doubt,   a  great    deal   of 
irhiskj  was  drunk,  but  beer  was  as  in- 
jurioas  as  whisky.     A  working  man  in 
Scotland  ought  get  drunk  once  or  twice 
a*year  on  whisky.    In  England,  many  a 
man  got  muddled  every  day  on  boor; 
and  where  oould  they  find  a  reason  in 
these  facts  for  taxing  one  higher  than 
the  other  ?    The  truth  was,  that  there 
was  the  large  brewery  interest  in  Eng- 
land,  which  owned  the  public-houses. 
His  complaint  was  not  that  whisky  was 
taxed  too  much,  but  that  beer  was  taxed 
too  little.     He  admitted  that  such  an 
injurious  drink   as   whisky  should    be 
taxed  in  a  higher  degree.     The  system 
of  raising  Xtevenue  by  this  mode  of  taxa- 
tion was  eminently  successful,  and  there 
was  no  reason  why  an  additional  tax 
diould  not  be  raised  from  beer,  except 
that  Parliament  dared  not  impose  such 
a  tax.    They  did  not  dare  to  tax  those 
monopolies  that   he    had    referred  to. 
If  Parliament  only  took  courage,  they 
might  raise  such  a  tax  on  beer  as  would 
enable  them  to  remit  the  taxes  on  the 
innocent  luxuries  of  the  people  whicli 
stiU  remained  taxed,  such  asteaandcofTeo 
and  plum-puddinff.    In  doing  this,  they 
would  be  acting  justly  to  England,  and 
would  be  removing  an  injustice  from 
Soodand  and  Ireland. 

SxB  JOSEPH  M'KENNA,  in  reply, 
contended  that  the  Irish  and  Scotch  were 
constitntionally,  or  by  circumstances  of 
climate  and  dietary,  indisposed  or  iuca- 
patTitatiH  to  drink  their  alcohol  in  the 
Sorb  of  beer  instead  of  spirit.     The 


English  consumed  more  alcohol  than  the 
Irish  or  Scotch.     There  was  no  morality 
in  getting  drunk  on  beer  as  compared 
with  getting  drunk  on  spirit ;  one  was  as 
bad  as  the  other.     The  hon.  Baronet 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  appeared 
to  have  overlooked  the  fact  that  this  was 
not  a  question  about  any  special  exemp- 
tion of  Ireland  from  certain  taxes.  If  the 
position  of  Ireland,  ascompared  with  that 
of  England  was  such  as  he  (Sir  Joseph 
M*Kenna)   had  described  it,    although 
the  former  was  exempt  from  certain  taxes 
paid  by  Great  Britain,  then  so  much  the 
worse — the  incidence  of  the  taxes  wliich 
she  did  pay  were  only  so  much  the  more 
unfair,  for  the  grievance  did  not  hinge 
on  any  particular  tax,  but  on  the  total 
of  all  the  taxes.  In  1841  each  member  of 
the  population  of  Ireland  paid  in  taxa- 
tion something  over  9«.,  and  by  1851, 
owing  to  deaths  and  emigration,  as  tho 
result  of  the  Famine  years,  that  amount 
was  raised  to  1 2«.  2d,  upon  those  who 
remained.     He  was  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  had  occurred  to  Ireland  since  1841 
which   should   enable  each  member  of 
her  population  to  pay  more  taxes  than 
he  did  in  that  year.     Nobody  was  found 
in  1841  to  assert  that  Ireland  paid  much 
less  than  she  could  afford  to  jiay.     But 
the  monster  injustice  was  done  to  Ire- 
land between  1851  and  1871,  when  new 
taxes  were  laid  on   and   an  additional 
levy  of  16«.  Id.  a-year  per  head  raised 
from  her  during  the  same  period  when 
the  gross  taxation  was  actually  reduced 
5«  Id,  for  each  head  of  tho  population 
of  Great  Britain.  If  a  man  was  a  strong 
man,  he  could  allow  a  leech  to  remain 
on   him  for  a  time   without  sustaining 
any  injury,  but  the  question  was  how 
many  days  ho  oould  bear  it.     It  was  a 
question  how  much  taxation  poor  Iri»land 
could  bear  without  reducing  lior  to  sturva- 
tion.     The  difference  of  taxation  in  1851 
and  1871  imposed  on  Ireland  had  been, 
in  proportion,  a  greater  burden  than  tlio 
contribution   which  Franco  had  to  \}tiy 
Germany  at  the  end  of  the  late  war. 
He  was  disappointed  in  being  compelled 
to  go  to  a  division,  having  trusted  that 
the  Government  would  promise  imiuiry 
if  they  continued  in  Office,  as  they  pro- 
bably would,  after  the  General  Elec- 
tion. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  3G  ;  Noes 
58  :  Majority  22.— ;Div.  List,  No.  38.) 
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RAILWAY  SERVANTS  (COMPENSATION 
FOR  INJURY).— RESOLUTION. 

Me.  EAIKES,  in  rising  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Royal  Commissioners  on  Eailway  Acci- 
dents, respecting  Compensation  to  Rail- 
way Servants  injured  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty;  and  to  move — 

"  That  tho  exceptional  character  of  the  ser- 
vices performed  and  dangers  incurred  hy  Rail- 
way Ser\*ants  in  the  discharge  of  their  ^  duty 
calls  for  tho  immediate  and  special  attention  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government ;  and  that  this  House 
is  of  opinion  that  a  change  in  the  Law  is  re- 
quired, hy  which,  notwithstanding  the  legal 
doctrine  of  common  employment,  adequate  com- 
pensation shall  he  secured  to  Railway  Servants 
in  all  cases  of  injury  to  which  they  have  not 
personally  contrihuted." 

said :  In  introducing  the  important  Re- 
solution which  I  venture  to  bring  for- 
ward to-night,  I  am,  I  hope,  fully  sensi- 
ble of  the  very  great  difficulty  of  tho  large 
question  which  may  appear  to  be  raised 
by  it,  as  well  as  of  the  delicacy  re- 
quired in  endeavouring  to  separate  from 
that  large  question  the  particular  matter 
to  which  I  desire  to  direct  the  attention 
of  this  House.  It  is  a  subject  which 
must  be  approached  with  great  care, 
with  very  grave  consideration,  and,  if  I 
may  venture  to  say  so,  with  perfect  tem- 
per; and  although  I  do  not  mid  upon  the 
Notice  Paper  evidence  that  this  perfect 
command  of  temper  is  absolutely  univer- 
sal, I  shall  endeavour  in  such  remarks 
as  I  have  to  make  to  address  myself  sim- 
ply to  the  question  of  public  interest, 
and  to  consider  the  matter  as  if  no  such 
thing  existed  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
as  either  the  hon.  Member  for  Hythe 
(Sir  Edward  Watkin),  or  the  Amend- 
ment of  which  he  has  given  Notice.  The 
special  grounds  which,  as  it  appears  to 
me,  entitle  this  House  and  those  who 
have  studied  the  question  to  separate  the 
case  of  the  railway  servants  from  the  or- 
dinary employes  in  other  pursuits  are 
briefly  these — The  first  of  them  is,  that 
the  Railway  Companies,  whose  liability 
is  our  present  consideration,  are  virtu- 
ally possessed  of  an  enormous  monopoly 
— the  greatest  monopoly  which  has  ever 
existed  in  this  country.  Their  posses- 
sion of  that  monopoly  is,  I  believe,  en- 
tirely for  the  public  advantage,  and  that 
is  not  a  matter  on  which  I  desire  to  pro- 
voke any  public  controversy.  I  shaU  be 
one  of  the  first  to  acknowledge  that  the 
way  in  which  they  have  administered 


the  great  interests   entrusted  to  th»r 
charge  has  been  satisfactory,  and  tliat 
they  have  been  actuated  quite  as  much 
by  public  as  by  private  motives  in  the 
penormance  of  their  obligations.    But, 
m  reality,  the  Kail  way  Companies  of  this 
country  are  the  possessors  of  a  practiol 
monopoly  of  the  carrying  trade,  both  ia 
regard  to  passengers   and    goods,  and 
that  fact  appears  to  me  to  place  them  in 
a  perfectly  different  position  from  any 
other  trader  who  does  not  fulfil  the  aame 
conditions.    When  we  come  to  examine 
the   origin  of  this  monopoly,   we  find 
that  in  every  particular  case  it  has  been 
created  by  statute.    The  Railway  Com- 
panies are  the  creatures  of  Parluunent. 
The  property  which  they  possess,  the 
powers  which  they  exercise,  the  rights 
which  they  enjoy,  the  profits  which  Uiey 
receive,  are,  all  of  them,  created,  rega- 
lated,  and  directed  by  the  action  of  the 
Legislature.      I  do  not  know  that  there 
is  any  other  commercial  enterprize  in 
this  Empire  which  is  at  all  to  oe  com- 
pared with  them  in  this  respect,  unleai 
you  take,  perhaps,  the  case  of  some  of 
the  Gas  and  Tramway  Companies.    No 
doubt,  there  are  other  public  companies 
which    exercise    similar    rights    under 
statute.      No   doubt,  there  are  Water 
Companies  and  other  bodies  which  enjoj 
the  same  powers;   but  it  is  not  the  uni- 
versal rule  that  these  Gas  Companies  or 
Water  Companies  are  createa  by  the 
action  of  Parliament.    We  are,  all  of  us, 
familiar  with  Companies  of  that  descrip- 
tion, which  are  not  in   any  way  baaed 
upon  Acts  of  Parliament ;  and  although 
the  rule  may  be  that  they  come  to  Pt^ 
liament  for  compulsory  powers,  which 
it  is  convenient  for  them  to  have,  it  can- 
not be  said  that  the  water  entei^rize  or 
the  gas  enterprize  of  this  coontzy  de- 
pends, as  the  railway  enterprize  does, 
wholly  on  the  sanction  and  initiatife  of 
ParUament.     Well,   Sir,  I  think  thst 
having  stated  these  two  distinctive  cht- 
racteristics  of  the  railway  enterprize  of 
this  country,  I  shall  have  made  out  my 
case  for  regarding  it  from  a  somewhit 
different  point  of  view  from  that  of  other 
employers  of  labour,  whose  trades  hivt 
grown  up  with  the  g^wth  of  the  nation, 
and  have  been  practised  from  the  eti- 
liest  days,  not  merely  of  our  history,  but 
of  all    civilization.     I  think  there  is, 
however,  a  more  important  conaidenitioa 
still  behind.  If  it  were  to  be  shown  that 
any  other  body  possessed  the  same  mo* 
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opolj,  and  a  monopoly  created  in  the 
ame  manner,  it  would,  I  think,  be  ex- 
Bodinglj  difficult  for  any  such  body — 
ad  I  do  not  know  of  one  that  could  put 
1  the  same  claim — it  would  be  exceed- 
Qgly  difficult  for  such  a  body  to  occupy 
he  same  position  in  regard  to  the  public 
afety  as  that  which  is  occupied  by  our 
Railway  Companies.  The  Railway  Com- 
Miiiea  are  the  custodians  of  a  great  deal 
if  removable  property.  Her  Majesty's 
labjects  travel  in  every  part  of  the 
Smpire  in  enormous  numbers  by  their 
neans.    They  take,  I  should  be  the  first 

0  confess,  extraordinary  and  most  suc- 
ieMfal  precautions  to  protect  the  lives 
mi  limbs  of  those  of  whom  they  have 
he  care ;  but  the  fact  is,  I  think,  iudis- 
mtable  that  they  are  more  concerned  in 
>reaerving  the  lives  and  limbs  of  Her 
^[ajesty's  subjects  than  any  other  indus- 
XT  that  exists  in  the  country.  I  shall  be 
iold,  perhaps,  that  mines  are  much  more 
frequently  the  cause  of  death  and  injury 
Mthe  persons  employed  in  them  than  rail- 
rays;  but,  so  far  as  mines  are  concerned, 
liey  aflfeot  only  the  persons  employed. 
rhey  do  not  affect  the  lives  or  the  per- 
loniu  safety  of  persons  who  are  not  in 
lotaal  employment  in  them.  Therefore, 
he  position  which  I  wish  to  take  up  to- 
light  is,  that  the  change  of  the  law  I  am 
lesirous  of  recommending  is  not  merely  a 
natter  of  the  interest  and  the  advantage 
>f  the  railway  servants,  but  that  it  is,  in 

1  Tery  large  degree,  a  matter  of  public 
ntereet,  and  that  public  interest  is  ver^- 
greatly  concerned  m  the  better  and  more 
effectual  protection  of  the  lives  and  limbs 
nt  the  servants  of  the  Railway  CoDipan  i  es. 
[t  ia  very  easy  to  regard  this  question 
rither  from  the  point  of  view  of  a  rail- 
iray  director  or  a  railway  servant,  and 
nothing  can  be  more  .convenient  than  to 
take  either  of  those  views.  But  I  do  not 
lak  the  House  to  approach  the  matter 
from  one  point  of  view  or  the  other.  If 
I  were  merely  endeavouring  to  make 
out  a  case — and  I  think  a  very  strong 
case  might  be  made  out — from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  interests  of  the  rail- 
way servants,  I  should  not,  at  all  events, 
latiafy  myself.  What  I  wish  this  House 
bo  Me  in  the  oourse  of  the  discussion  is 
that  this  is  a  matter  not  merely  in  the 
intereets  of  the  railwav  servants,  but  of 
bhe  interest  of  the  public,  which  is  in- 
wparable  from  the  due  protection  and 
Mcority  of  those  who  serve  them  on 
railwayB.     Well,  Sir,  the  particular  Re- 


port to  which  I  desire  to  draw  attention 
is  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioners on  Railway  Accidents,  which  was 
issued  in  the  year  1877.  And  the  re- 
commendation to  which  I  wish  to  draw 
attention  is,  that  in  which  they  point 
out  that,  in  spite  of  the  doctrine  of  com- 
mon employment,  a  case  to  their  satis- 
faction has  been  made  out  for  granting 
compensation  for  injury  to  railway  ser- 
vants in  such  cases  as  those  in  which 
the  injuries  might  be  occasioned  by 
persons  exercising  delegated  authority. 
I  ask  for  particular  attention  to  the 
words  **  delegated  authority,"  because 
in  those  words  lies  the  whole  gist  of  the 
matter.  The  Commissioners,  in  1877, 
made  a  general  Report,  and  I  am  bound 
to  say  that  one  of  the  Commissioners, 
Mr.  Harrison,  who,  I  believe,  was 
placed  on  the  Commission  as  the  special 
representative  of  the  Railway  Com- 
panies, and  to  whose  entire  fitness  for 
the  office  the  railway  servants  them- 
selves bear  full  testimony — Mr.  Harri- 
son dissented  from  this  part  of  the  Re- 
port. The  Commissioners  were  inclined 
to  find  in  the  condition  of  the  railway 
servants  a  special  ground  of  hardship  in 
the  doctrine  of  common  employment, 
and  they  had  put  the  matter,  so  far  as 
that  claim  was  concerned,  on  the  ground 
of  the  remoteness  of  the  connection  be- 
tween employer  and  eaiployed.  I  think 
Mr.  Harrison,  in  his  Report,  has  shown 
that  this  is  a  groimd  which  applies  to 
all  other  important  industries,  and,  in 
fact,  to  the  service  of  nil  Conipanies. 
But  there  was  another  Report,  a  Report 
by  Mr.  Gait,  who  also  was  a  Member  of 
the  Royal  Commission,  and  who,  having 
concun'cd  in  this  particular  recommend- 
ation to  which  I  call  attention,  added  a 
supplementary  Report  which  covered  all 
the  ground,  and  in  which  occur  these 
very  remarkable  words.     He  says — 

'*  There  i»  another  })r»int  of  view  fn»m  wliich 
we  may  connider  tliiH  Hubjrct — that  of  the  iui]»lio 
interest,  aiuirt  fnmi  thtiw  of  the  railway  wr- 
vant.  The  intoroHta  of  tlie  CoinpanioH,  no  ioid>t, 
are,  to  a  liniitvd  extent,  Mrntical  with  thoH»  (»f 
the  public.  It  would  not  be  to  their  intcrrst  to 
neglect  the  means  of  wifety  to  such  an  ext<'nt  an 
that  the  amount  paid  for  eomIM'n^ation  would 
exceed  the  sum  nocoasary  for  the  Siife  mana^e- 
nient  of  their  traflic ;  but,  on  the  otlier  luind,  it 
is  obviously  their  interest  to  avoid  the;  heaNy 
expense  they  would  incur  in  making  surh 
chang(fs  conducive  to  sjifely  in  thrir  manage- 
ment as  have  been  rtromnuanhd,  whore  th«'  cost 
of  such  changi'S  wouUl  excwd  the  sum  iKiid  for 
compensation.  The  nearer  the  intc-n^Mts  of  tlio 
Companies  can  bo  approximated  to  thobO  of  tho 
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public,  the  managomcnt  of  the  Companies  will 
bo  proportionately  bett<jr,  and  their  Uability  to 
compensation  as  regards  their  ser\'ants  must 
naturally  have  a  tendency  towards  the  attain- 
ment of  that  object.  It  may,  no  doubt,  be  said 
that  compensation  to  servants,  including  the 
compensation  to  passengers  in  such  cases  as  I 
have  suggested,  would  fall  very  far  short  of  the 
sum  that  would  be  required  to  effect  the  im- 
provements recommended  by  the  inspecting 
officers  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  That,  no  doubt, 
is  the  case ;  but  still  it  would  be  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  and  would,  to  some  extent, 
lessen  the  divergence  of  interests  now  existing 
between  the  Companies  and  the  public." 

Now,  Sir,  I  think  it  will  be  clear  that 
the  view  which  I  have  endeavoured,  as 
well  as  I  could,  to  put  before  the  House 
is  one  very  much  better  stated  by  Mr. 
Gait  in  his  supplementary  Beport.     He 
takes  the  ground  that  the  public  in- 
terest is  closely  identified  with  the  im- 
provement of  the  existing  relations  be- 
tween the  railway  servants   and  their 
employers,    and  that  these,    therefore, 
possess  a  claim  to  consideration.     Lord 
De  La  Warr  has  also  published  a  se- 
parate Eeport.  Since  that  time  Lord  De 
La  Warr  has  been  very  active  in  making 
legislative  proposals  on  this  question. 
In  the  other  House  of  Parliament  Lord 
De  La  Warr  has,   on  more  than  one 
occasion,  propounded  a  Bill  for  dealing 
with  all  employee  on  the  basis  of  the  re- 
commendation of   the  Boyal  Commis- 
sioners— namely,  that  of  delegated  au- 
thority.    He  introduced  a  Bill  into  the 
House  of  Lords  last  year.     There  is  a 
Bill  propounded  by  the  same  noble  Lord 
before  the  House  of  Lords  this  year. 
There  was  a  Bill  before  this  House  last 
year,  brought  in  by  the  hon.  Member 
for   Hastings  (Mr.   T.  Brassey)   which 
substantially  affirmed  the   same   prin- 
ciple,   although    it    was    expressed    in 
slightly  different   language.      I    admit 
that  the  difficulty  of  the  position  has  not 
been  greatly  reduced  by  the  introduction 
of  these  two  measures,  and  I  will  tell  the 
House  why.  The  Government,  last  year, 
introduced  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  general 
liability  of  employers.     That  Bill  was  in- 
troduced into  this  House.    It  was  based, 
I  believe,  mainly  upon  the  recommenda- 
tions of  a  Committee   of    this  House 
which  sat  in  the  previous  year,  although 
it  does  not  emoody  the  views  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Conmiittee,  the  rifi^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  London 
University  (Mr.  Lowe),  who  proposed, 
in  his  Beport,  a  very  much  bolder,  and, 
I  think,  a  more  satisfactory  mode  of 

Mr,  Ratkei 


dealing  with  the  question    than  that 
which  was  adopted  by  the  Committw. 
But  the  Government  introduced  their 
measure,  and  their  measure  was  that  & 
liability  should  rest  upon  public  Com- 
panies or  upon  employers  generally  frrr 
the  acts  of  any  superintending  official  &» 
distinguished  from  the  acts  of  any  per- 
sons possessing ''delegated  authority.^' 
People  not  acquainted  with  the  subject 
may  say  they  fail  to  grasp  the  full  dif- 
ference between  the  two  positions ;  but 
I  think  it  will  be  apparent  to  anybody 
as  soon  as  the  subject  is  explained.  The 
object  was  to  meet  the  ease  of  all  em- 
ployments, and  I  am  not  prepared  toiay 
that  the  Gt)vemment  could  have  gone 
further  in  dealing  with  the  case  of  many 
or  most  employments.    It  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  introduce  any  change  into  re- 
cognized law,  and  particularly  in  regard 
to  a  system  which  has  come  to  be  one  of 
the  conditions  of  our  commercial  enter- 
prize,  and  which  must  affect  all  the  in- 
dustries of  the  land.    I  do  not  blame  the 
Government  for  having  stopped  short  at 
enforcing  the  liability  of  employers  at 
the  point  of   a  superintendent  official 
when  they  came  to  deal  with  emplo^U 
generally.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am  dis- 
posed to  think  that  Lord  De  La  Wait 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Hastings  were 
right  as  far  as  the  railway  interest  was 
concerned,  although  I  cannot  fail  to  see 
the  difficulty  of  applying  their  principle 
to  all  commercial    undertakings    gene- 
rally.  I  think  that  while  the  principle  of 
Lord  De  La  Warr  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hastings  might  be  thoroughly  appli- 
cable to  the  case  of  railway  servants  abne, 
embodying  as  it  does,  in  a  legitimats 
form,  the  recommendation  of  the  Boyal 
Commissioners,   I  should  not    be  pre- 
pared to  say  that  it  would  be  well  for  the 
commercial  enterprize  of  the  Kingdom 
at  large  if  such  a  measure  were  made 
the  basis  of  a  general  change  of  the  law. 
Therefore,  it  is  without  any  intentional 
disrespect  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Louth  (Mr.  Sullivan),  that  I  have 
been  particularlv  anxious  to  bring  the 
case  of  the  railway  servants  speciallj 
before  the  House,  because  I  think  that 
if  we  take  action  upon  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Hallway  Accidents  Com- 
mission  under  the  special  oircumstanoea 
to  which  I  have  adverted,  it  may  be  com- 
paratively easy  to  deal  with  the  question 
as  regards  the  railway  servants.    In  this 
instance,  you  would  be  supported  by  the 
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mmendatioii  of  the  Cotnmissioiiors, 
Le  I  admit  that  it  would  be  a  matter 
extraordinary  difficulty  to  proceed 
he  same  lines  in  regard  to  the  lia- 
;y  of  employers  generally.  I  have 
1  pressed  to  postpone  the  considera- 

of  this  question  until  the  general 
Btion  of  employers'  liability  could  be 
ddered,  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  have 
a  particularly  anxious  to  avail  my- 

of  this  opportunity  of  pointing  out 
'  far  I  thiiilc  this  particular  interest 
o  be  severed  from  other  interests. 
rins  indicated,  then,  what  seems  to 
to  DO  the  confusion  engendered  by 
riTal  projects,  I  would  ask  the  House 
onaider  for  a  moment  the  Memorials 
sented  by  the  railway  servants  to  the 
^al  Commission,  upon  which  the  Boy al 
imiaaioners  proceeded  to  come  to  the 
doaion  which  I  have  stated.  There 
e  two  Memorials  before  the  Boyal 
uniBflioners.  The  first  was  one  pre- 
»d  by  the  inspectors,  engine-drivers, 
nea,  guards,  shunters,  pointsmen, 
^era,  and  platelayers  employed  on 
iah  railways ;  and,  among  other 
igB,  it  says— 

Ilieae  Returns,  which  aro  by  tho  Com- 
es cUuned  under  the  latter  head,  we  con- 
«re  in  many  instances  put  down  to  erro- 


hapa,  before  I  come  to  this,  I  had 
mr  state  that  there  are  Eoturns, 
ed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  which 
«Uy  the  deaths  caused  to  railway 
rants  as  well  as  to  passengers,  accord- 
to  the  circumstances  of  each  par- 
lar  case,  and  state  whether  the  por- 
s  injared  or  killed  were  in  any  way 
^nsible  for  the  accident.  There  is, 
rerer,  a  question  between  the  em- 
fitf  who  hare  presented  this  Memo- 
^  and  the  Eaiiway  Companies  who 
ploy  them,  as  to  how  far  the  Beturns 
aented  by  the  Companies,  returning 
haj  do  only  a  small  portion  of  deaths 
I  injuries  as  being  occasioned  by 
ises  beyond  the  control  of  the  persons 
Led  or  injured,  are  absolutely  correct, 
lo  not  think  there  is  any  intention  on 
I  part  of  the  railway  servants  to  im- 
ts  to  the  Bailway  Companies  any  de- 
s  to  misrepresent  the  facts,  or  to  give 
uearate  Betums.  But,  in  dealing 
kh  any  question  of  this  sort,  it  is  quite 
ff  that  there  may  be  differences  of 
^on  as  to  the  circumstances  which 
to  A  particular  death ;  and  it  is  not, 
l^ink,  much  to  be  wondered  at  that 


many  cases  should  be  put  down  by  the 
Eaiiway  Companies  as  having  been 
caused  by  thoir  servants'  default,  which 
the  servants,  on  tho  other  hand,  think 
wore  caused  by  the  default  of  the  Com- 
panies. For  instance,  there  are  cases  of 
death  which  have  occurred  among  rail- 
way servants  whore  tho  death  did  not 
occur  until  some  time  subsequent  to  the 
accident  which  occasioned  it.  If  death 
takes  place  at  once,  a  Coroner's  jury  sits, 
an  inquest  is  hold,  a  vordict  is  returned, 
and  a  man  is  reported  to  have  been 
killed,  either  by  his  own  fault  or  the 
fault  of  somebody  else,  as  the  case  may 
be.  But  if  the  man  is  only  injured,  he 
may  linger  for  months  before  he  abso- 
lutely dies;  but  the  death  is  due  equally 
to  the  effects  of  the  accident.  Of  such 
deaths  no  notice  appears  in  these  Ee- 
turns.  It  is  exceedingly  probable,  there- 
fore, that  without  the  smallest  wish  on 
the  part  of  the  Eaiiway  Companies  to 
misrepresent  the  facts,  there  may  be  a 
considerable  percentage  of  deaths  and 
of  injury  which  may  have  been  caused 
by  circumstances  over  which  the  parties 
most  concerned  had  no  control,  although, 
in  the  eye  of  the  Company,  they  were 
not  occasioned  by  any  fault  on  their 
part.  I  will  now  read  an  extract 
from  the  Memorial.  The  Memorialists 
say— 

"  Those  Returns,  which  are  by  the  Companies 
cLassed  under  tho  latter  head,  wo  contend  are  in 
many  instances  put  down  to  erroneous  causes, 
and  that  in  tho  majority  of  cases  they  are  occa- 
sionfKl — 1,  l)y  excessive  hours  of  labour;  2,  by 
the  non-enforcement  of  certain  of  the  Companies' 
rules  ostensibly  made  for  our  protection ;  3,  by 
non-adapt^ition  of  the  most  approved  appliances 
conducive  to  safety  in  the  working  of  rjiilways ; 
4,  by  the  want  of  pifjper  accommodations  in 
workin«i:  the  traflic ;  o,  by  tho  insufficient  num- 
ber of  men  employed." 

Well,  Sir,  as  I  have  said,  there  is  a 
second  Memorial.  The  second  Memorial 
was  presented  from  the  railway  servants 
generally.  In  that  JMcmorial  it  is 
stated — 

**  By  the  Rotum  of  accidents  to  railway  ser- 
vants'  published  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  it  is 
shown  that  765  railway  servants  were  killed  and 
3,018  were  injured  in  the  year  1875,  and  wo 
venture  to  atwert  that  of  this  number  a  very 
large  proportion  wore  so  killed  or  injured  from 
causes  within  the  power  of  the  Companies  to 
prevent.  Yet  the  sufferc-rs  have  no  lejj^l  claim 
f 4 >r  compensation,  nor  are  the  Railway  Companies 
held  responsible  by  tho  law  for,  or  comi)olled  to 
remove  the  caust^s  of  such  accidents.  We  feel 
con^^nced  that  until  a  due  responsibility  for  the 
safety  of  the  servants  be  placed  on  tho  Bailway 


723  Sailwai/  Sfrvanti 

CompanicB,  by  malciiig  them  liable  for  the  loss 
occasioned  to  their  servaotfl  by  provontible  acci- 
dents, thero  will  be  little  dlminutioii  in  the 
number  of  railway  acrsanta  yearly  killed  or  in- 
jured. Wo,  tbcretore,  beg  that  the  Commission 
will  recommend  to  Parliament  such  an  altera- 
tion in  the  law  relating  to  the  liability  of  em- 
plovora  for  injurioe  to  their  servants  aa  will 
make  Railway  Companies  j  ustly  responsiblo  to 
their  Bervantfl." 

I  am  very  sorry.  Sir,  to  be  obliged  to 
address  the  House  at  this  leogtb.  upon 
this  question  ;  but  it  iaone  of  very  great 
interest  and  of  very  great  importance  to 
the  real  welfare  of  the  country.  There- 
fore, I  will  venture  to  giye  the  House 
two  extraote — two  only,  and  they  are  not 
very  long  ones — from  the  eyidence  of 
the  railway  servants  who  were 
before  the  Commissionera.  The 
deuce  of  James  Bridgeman  is  to  be 
found  at  page  67  of  the  Boyal  Commis- 
sion. Bridgeman  was  an  engine-driver 
on  the  Bhjmney  line,  and  I  give  this 
extract  in  order  to  show  what  the  rail- 
way servants  say  with  respect  to  the 
danger  to  themselves  occasioned  by  ex- 
cessive labour.  James  Bridgeman,  an 
engine-driver  on  the  Bhynmey  line, 
Boid — 

"  I  have  been  four  years  in  the  employment 

of  the  Company  ;  on  dav  duty  "  '"' —  -  -  -» 

our  ordinary  hours  of  fabour 
or  IH  hours,  and  at  night  U  hours.     The  longest 
time  I  hare  worked  in  one  week  was  109  hours 
that  waa  in  six  days." 

Almost  as  bad  as  the  case  of  a  Hfember 
of  Farliameut. 

"  I  did  no  work  on  Sunday.  That  was  not 
an  e»ccptionaI  case.  In  winterit  is  a  continual 
thing,  becanso  there  are  so  many  dclnys,  and  we 
havo  such  inclines  tc  work  from,  snow,  and  other 
Ihings,  which  block  us  up.  Wo  say  lo  the  boya 
who  come  to  call  us  to  go  out  on  duly — •■  \V'e 
•hall  not  go  out  to-day,'  and  they  any  wo  must 
go  ont,  and  if  we  refuse  wo  stand  Iho  chance  of 
being  discharged.  I  hare  worked  on  an  nvcmgo 
17  hours  a-day  ;  my  wife  and  my  wife's  sister 
haro  been  one  on  each  side  of  me,  holding  me 
up  and  shaking  me,  and  trying  to  get  me  to  eat 
my  supper,  and  perhaps  1  have  not  been  tu-o 
hours  m  bed.  Sometimes  I  have  been  leas  than 
an  hour  in  bed  when  the  boy  has  come  to  call 
e  up  again.  In  tho  winter  lime  it  is  dark 
'n  the  morning,  and  wo  have  tho 
)  ao  as  we  have  when  wo  slnrt  in 
it  daylight,  and  the  same  miles  to 
I  have  fallen  to  sleep  when  goin) 


when  wo  start  tr 


We  have 


Well,  Sir,  I  think  this  gives  us  a  graphic 
picture  of  what  may  be  underetooa  by 
overwork,  and  I  think  it  is  not  a  difficult 
matter  to  understand  now  how  danger 
Mr.  Raiktt 
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may  be  incurred  to  the  public  genetallj 
when  it  is  possible  to  call  on  a  man  to 
do  that  amount  of  work.  The  next  caw 
is,  perhaps,  even  a  more  painful  one ;  it 
is  the  case  of  Frederick  Harcombe. 
Frederick  Harcombe  said — 

"  I  am  goods  guard  on  the  Tuff  Vale  BailnT. 
I  have  to  take  on  traffic  at  differmt  siding  lad 
leave  it  at  various  places  according  to  inroiai. 
Onr  bouts  vary  to  a  great  extent;  sometimem 
have  to  work  20  hours  at  a  stretch.     I  shall  tike 
the  work  of  last  week,  which  wonld  be  a  fsTooi- 
able  week  as  regards  Qnishing  work  earlv.   Oa 
Monday,  tho  23rd  Aufust,   I   waa  on  iairit 
3.26  in  the  momiog  and  left  off  at  8.10  ia'lht 
evening;    Tuesday,  6.30    a.m.  to   3.S0  p.».; 
Wednesday,   4.10  a.m.   to  1.30  the  followiag 
morning;  TburBday,  12.30  p.m.  to  2.13  tm.; 
Friday,   no   work;  Saturday  i  a.m.  to  S  p.*. 
The  last  day's  work  was  a  bit  easier  than  gonfiJ. 
It  has  been  sometimes  1 1  or  12  o'clock  whra  I 
have  arrived  at  the  docks.     I  have  a  dnl  of 
active  work  at  the  stations  and   sidingi:  tlu 
shunting,  coupling,  and  uncoupling  at  station)  I 
do  all  myself,  as  the  brakesman  as  a  re>guUr  duly 
has  to  ^back  800  yards  to  stop  a  fallowisf 
train.    The  week  I  have  given  is  a  fair  ample 
of  ordinary  work ;  another  might  be  a  Utile 
heavier.     In  working  these  long  hour*,  IB,  li, 
or  20  hours,  one  has  a  difficidty  in  keepinf 
awake,   nor  should  I  be  able  if  I  bad  not  sncta 
responsible  duties  to  perform.    We  have  fanned 
deputations  on  different  occssioni  to  oar  n- 
periors  to   tell  them  our  dntiea  could  be  « 
arranged  that  oni  hour*  of  work  wonld  be  nun 
rcgulsj  day  by  day ;  I  told  Ur.  Fisher  Uut  I 
had  been  at  work  excessively  long  hours,  and 
that  I  required  a  rest.    Our  generu  propoatko 
is  that  WB  ou^t  not  to  work  more  than  10  at  II 
hours  a-day.    On  that  mngle  trip  to  Mertkir 
on  Thursday  I  made  IS  hours  and  soms  MJ 
minutes.    H  it  could  be  so  arranged  that  <c 
should  only  go  a  single  trip  a-dav  these  long 
hours  would  be  avoided.     It  is  not  fair  to  inikl 
ua  work   18  hours  one  day  and  6  or  B  hoon 
tho  next,  nor  getting  rest  for  one  day  to  work 
20  hours  the  next.     I  could  refer  to  cases  when 
the  work  was  much  heai-ier  than  I  have  itited. 
I  have  worked  from  the  time  I  went  on  duty  till 
the  time  I  went  off,  without  a  break,  23  bonis 
and  40  minutes.    Tho  Company  should  hsTS 
more  men,  and  not  overwork  the  men  they  have. 
I  have  seen  many  young  men  ccone  and  stop  a 
few  days  and  then  ^  away  as  if  they  had  enoogli 
of  it.     I  do  not  thmk  you  can  mention  a  line  in 
the  United  Kingdom  where  there  aie  more  ac- 
cidents to  the  men  employed   than   on  oun, 
especially  in  shunting,  uiere  being  auch  a  lot 
of  work.     There  is  a  rule   whitA  prohibita  u* 
from  getting  on  a  train  while  it  i*  m  matioa  in 
shunting,  but  I  havs  beCD  told  by  our  tiafic 
superint^idcnt  that  the  mles  aie  <m]y  •  natter 
of  form.    There  is  a  rule  that  if  a  lerTast  meet* 
with  on  accident  throngb  disobedieiuM  of  the 
Company's  mles  he  shall  not  be  entitlsd  to  recove 
any  support  from  the  accident  fnnd,  bnt  I  never 
knew  any  objection  raised  where  the  Mddont 
happened  through  fly-shonting." 

The  particular  reason  w^  I  call  atten- 
tion to  this  COM  is  that  ^edeiiok  Har- 
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smbe,  who  gave  tliis  eyidence  before 
le  Bojal  Ooxnxnissiony  was  discharged 
y  the  Company  in  whose  service  ho 
'as ;  and,  I  believe,  although  he  tried 
yaie  other  five  Bailway  Companies,  he 
>uiui  it  impossible  to  obtain  employ- 
lent  in  his  profession, 

8iB  EDWARD  WATKIN  :  I  rise  to 
Irder.  Will  the  hon.  Gentleman  give 
is  anthority  for  making  that  last  state- 
lent? 

Mb.  BAIKES:  I  can  only  say  that 
b  was  80  stated  by  one  of  the  witnesses 
Nifore  the  Boyal  Commission,  and  I 
hall  be  happy  to  furnish  the  hon.  Mem- 
ler  with  my  authority  when  I  have  an 
»pportuaity  of  referring  to  it.  This  may, 
»erhap8,  account  for  the  fact  that  there 
rere  not  a  greater  number  of  witnesses 
>f  this  class  examined  before  this  par- 
icnlar  Commission.  But  I  do  not  wish 
>Ten  the  hon.  Member  for  Hythe  to  un> 
lentand  that  I  am  condemning  the  Bail- 
raj  Companies  for  not  fixing  regular 
umzs,  as  wis  witness  thinks  they  should. 
Irery  man  must  be  called  on  at  times  to 
rork  extra  hours.  But,  at  the  same 
ime»  the  public  have  a  fair  ri^ht  to  ask 
he  Hailway  Companies  to  take  special 
are  not  to  work  men,  as  far  as  they  can 
elp  it,  beyond  the  power  of  human  en- 
nranoe,  and  render  them  liable  to  oc- 
ftsional  accidents,  and  cause  death  to  the 
(ablic  or  injury  to  themselves  thereby. 
tf  oonne,  we  know  that  a  railway  ser- 
ant's  life  is  one  of  very  g^eat  danger, 
md  most  remain  one  of  very  great 
langer  in  spite  of  anything  which  we 
;a&  do,  from  circumstances  over  which 
Jie  Companies  can  have  no  control. 
lake  the  case  of  John  Chiddy,  which 
iras  brought  before  the  House  some 
^9$n  ago.  John  Chiddy  was  a  platc- 
MVer  on  the  Bristol  and  Exeter  line,  and 
voile  at  bis  work  he  saw  a  piece  of  rock 
lad  fallen  across  the  line  and  a  train 
p|iroacbing.  The  train  would  inovit- 
Ut  have  been  upset,  but  he  gallantly 
■ded  to  the  spot,  and  succeeded  in  re- 
"O^ving  the  obstruction  and  in  saving  the 
]^Jn,  although  in  doing  so  he  sacrificed 
L«  own  life.  No  one  can  say  that  the 
^durenoe  was  the  fault  of  the  Company, 
ftd  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  are 
L^ay  cases  in  which  railway  servants 
^"^  been  prepared  to  make  great  exer- 
^ns  in  the  interests  of  their  employers 
"^thout  any  hope  of  compensation  or 
^'Wtrd.  There  is  another  case  which 
may  mention,  the  case  of  a  man  well 


known  in  the  city  in  which  I  have  lived 
for  a  great  part  of  my  life.  When  I 
was  a  boy  there  was  a  serious  accident 
at  the  Dee  Bridge  in  Chester.  One  half 
of  the  bridge  came  down  with  the  train 
in  1846  or  1847.  The  driver  of  the  train 
escaped  with  one  van.  He  flew  along 
the  line  to  the  station  about  a  mile  off, 
having  given  information  there,  he  re- 
versed the  engine  and  crossed  the  river 
on  the  other  half  of  the  broken  bridge 
in  order  to  give  the  alarm  on  the  other 
side.  Deeds  of  this  nature  are  as  heroic 
as  anything  that  can  occur  in  history. 
But  no  one  will  say  that  if  this  man  had 
lost  his  life  the  Railway  Company  would 
have  been  in  any  sense  responsible.  We 
hear  much  of  recklessness  and  careless- 
ness on  the  part  of  railway  servants  by 
which  they  frequently  lose  their  lives. 
But  in  many  instances  the  disposition 
thus  characterized  is  very  nearly  akin  to 
the  very  noblest  qualities  which  dig- 
nify human  nature.  I  have  now  to 
ask  the  House  to  bear  in  mind 
the  Reports  of  two  previous  important 
authorities  who  have  considered  this 
question.  There  was  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion appointed  in  1865  to  consider  the 
question  of  Railway  Accidents,  and  a 
Committee  of  this  House  sat  in  1870  to 
consider  the  same  question.  Both  in- 
quiries contributed  in  an  important 
degree  to  the  information  of  the  public, 
but  both  differed  from  the  Royal  Com- 
mission of  1877  in  affirming  the  very 
important  principle  of  a  maximum  of 
liability,  which,  in  their  opinion,  ought 
to  be  incurred  by  the  Railway  Com- 
panies. It  always  appeared  to  me — I 
do  not  want  to  discuss  the  question  at 
length — that  Railway  Companies  are 
exceedingly  hardly  dealt  with  in  the 
matter  of  unlimited  damages  under  Lord 
CampbelFs  Act.  I  certainly  cannot  see 
the  justice  of  the  principle  as  it  now  ope- 
rates. Take  the  case  of  two  men  called 
to  the  Bar.  They  might  both  bo  men  of 
the  highest  character  and  the  highest 
talent.  Both  are  travelling  in  the  same 
train.  They  might  both  be  Members  of 
this  House  going  down  into  the  country 
by  the  Great  Western  Railway  to  address 
their  constituents  at  a  General  Election. 
One  of  these  men  might  have  devoted 
liis  groat  abilities  to  the  service  of  man- 
kind in  particular  as  an  advocate,  the 
other  might  have  devoted  his  abilities  to 
the  service  of  mankind  in  general  as  a 
pamphleteer  or    publicist.    These    two 


727  Hallway  Servants 


I  COMMONS}     (  Compemation  for  Injury).     729 


men  travol  in  the  same  train  and  sit 
side  by  side  in  the  same  carriage.     Both 
in  the  same  calamity  might  do  killed, 
and  the  Railway  Company  might  have 
to  pay  to  the  representatives  of  the  one 
who  was  earning  a  professional  income 
of  £10,000  a-yoar  a  sum  of  £100,000, 
while  the  representatives  of  the   other 
man,  although  ho  was  of  equal  ability, 
would  not  get  a  shilling.     Again,  in  case 
one   of  these  men  happened  to   be    a 
bachelor,  the  Railway  Company  might 
kill  him  without  being  called  upon  to 
pay  anything  in  the  shape  of  damages ; 
whereas  if   the   other   man   happened 
to  be  a  married  man,  his  family  would 
recover    whatever     a    jury    might    be 
pleased  to   assess.     I   mention  this  to 
show  the  great  inequality  and  injustice 
of  the  law  in  imposing  almost  imlimited 
liability  upon  the  Railway  Companies 
80  far    as   passengers    are    concerned. 
Well  Sir,  the  Royal  Commission  of  1865, 
and    the    Committee  of    1870,  recom- 
mended that  there  should  be  a  maximum 
of  liability  for  injury  done  or  life  lost  in 
the  case  of  passengers,  and  I  find  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Hastings,  in  the 
Bill  which    he    introduced    last   year, 
adopted  that  principle  with  regard   to 
railway  servants,  fixing  the  limit  at  the 
sum  of  £200.     There  is  another  basis 
on  which  we  are  entitled  to  go,  and  that 
is  the  case    of  the    workmen's  trains. 
The  law  has  sanctioned  the  principle  of 
fixing  in  regard  to  workmen's  trains  a 
maximum  of  liability,  and  I  tliink  it  is 
fixed  in  most  cases  at  £100.     The  hon. 
Member  for  Hytho  will  correct  mo  if  I 
am  stating  the  matter  in  any  way  inac- 
curately ;  but  I  think  that  the  workmen's 
trains  are  run  at  a  maximum  liability  of 
£100    in    case  of    an  accident.      [Sir 
Edward  Watkin  :  On  the  Metropolitan.] 
So    that  the  princi2)le   of  a    maximum 
liability  has  been  affirmed  by  Parlia- 
ment.    There  are  three  ways  suggested 
for  dealing  with  the  question.     There 
is  the  simplest  and  easiest,  which  is  to 
leave  it  alone.     The  second  is  to  adopt 
the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Royal 
Commission,  and  not  merely  to   adopt 
the  principle,  but  to  put  it  in  practice  by 
the  Bills  of  Lord  Do  La  Warr  and  the 
hon.   Member  for  Hastings;    but   the 
danger  of  that  is  the  danger  inseparable 
from  excessive  litigation  and  the  injury 
necessarily   caused    to    the  recognized 
principle  of  common    employment    in 
other  industries,  which  must  be  produced 
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if  one  particular  class  of  public  serran:} 
is  entitled  to  go  into  a  Court  of  Law  to 
obtain  redress  when  other  classes  of  ser- 
vants are  not  equally  entitled.    I  quite 
see  the  difficulty  in  both  the  first  ud 
the  second  of  these  courses.    Bat  then 
there  is  a  third  mode,  and  that  is  tk« 
mode  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Hjthe 
calls  attention  in  the  second  and  perhapf 
the  more  valuable  part  of  his  Amend- 
ment— and  that  is  the  mode  of  insuring. 
Now,  there  are  a  ereat  many  Bailwaj 
Companies  who,  although  hon.  Members 
may  not  know  it,  are  very  much  con- 
cerned in    introducing  into  their  Acts 
most  excellent  clauses  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  superannuation  and  aoddeo: 
fund.     One    of   these    claases,    which 
I  have  in  my  hand,  says  that  the  direc- 
tors of  the  Company  may,  if  they  think 
fit,  establish  and  maintain  an  accident 
and  life  insurance   fund,    payable  by 
temporary  or  periodical  allowance  in  a 
gross  sum  to  such  of  the  Company's  ser- 
vants and  workmen  as  may  oe  tempo- 
rarily or  permanently  disabled  by  acci- 
dent.    I  think  we  have  here  the  germ 
of  much  useful  legislation ;  but  it  does 
not  in  my  opinion  go  far  enough,  and  it 
is  permissive.    It  does  not  say  ihsX  the 
Company  shall,  but  that  the  Company 
may  establish  this  insuranoe  fund  £of 
accidents  resulting  in  injury  or  death. 
In  establishing  these  funds,  if  they  are 
to  be  in  any  sense  suocessful  they  mnet 
be  secured  by  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
the  men,  and  a  great  number  of  the  men 
dislike    the    clause,    because  they  are 
already  insured  in  other  ways.    They 
do  not  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
benefit  of   such    a  clause,  becanse  it 
would  interfere  with  the  arrangementa 
they  have  made  for  their  own  security 
and  would  involve  them  in  a   doable 
not  like  these  clauses,  and  the  Oompanie» 
payment.    That  being  so,  the  men  dc^ 
cannot  enforce  them.    They  are  vala — 
able,  however,  as  indicating  a  wish  tc^ 
go  forward  in  a  right  direction.    Wha^ 
I  desire  to  put  to  the  House  on  thi^ 
occasion  is  this — it  appears  to  me  thai^ 
the    principle    on    which     the    BoyaV 
Commissioners    would    act   and    upoi^ 
which   the    hon.    Member    for   Haat--^ 
ings  has  proposed  to  act  is  a  sound  one.-- 
In  the  case  of  Companies  so  peouliaxly^ 
constituted  and  possessing  such  peculiar' 
privileges  as  Railway  Companies,  spedaL- 
legislation  is  not  only  penniB6ible»  but 
even  desirable.    I  think  that  in  view 
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tlie  paUio  safety,  it  is  incumbent  on 
irliament  to  take  such  steps  for  the 
otection  of  railway  servants  as  may 
re  greater  security  to  the  travelling 
kUic.  I  certainly  do  think  that,  seeing 
a  exceptional  nature  of  the  dangers 

2f  incur  and  the  services  they  perform, 
way  servants  possess  a  claim  for  tho 
naideration  of  the  Oovemment  and  of 
18  House  such  as  cannot  in  an  equal 
igfee  be  advanced  on  behalf  of  any 
her  daas.  That  being  so,  I  would  ask 
is  House,  bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that 
is  system  of  insurance  has  already  in 
SHY  cases  been  adopted,  bearing  in 
ind  the  high  authority  which  has  sanc- 
med  the  principle  of  the  maximum 
'  Uability,  oearin^  in  mind  that  that 
aTifnnm  liability  is  already  the  estab- 
ihed  rule  in  the  case  of  passengers  by 
ovkmen's  trains  where  the  particular 
im  to  be  paid  is  assessed  not  by  a  jury, 
it  by  an  arbitrator  appointed  by  the 
oeia  of  Trade,  bearing  in  mind  all 
lase  £sctSy  it  seems  to  me  that  a  case 
fairly  made  out  for  establishing  a 
stem  by  which  railway  servants,  in 
ises  where  they  are  not  shown  to  have 
otributed  to  loss  of  life  or  injury  to 
nb  by  their  own  act— or  their  represen- 
tires,  in  fatal  cases — should  bo  en- 
ded to  receive  from  the  Company  a 
rtein  sum  to  be  fixed  at  a  maximum 
f  Parliament,  and  to  be  assessed  in 
isss  of  injury  by  a  competent  arbitrator 
I  snoh  a  way  as  is  provided  in  the  case 
f  workmen^  trains,  and  that  in  cases 
r  injury  they  should  be  able  to  obtain 
us  compensation  from  the  Company 
rhsrs  it  has  been  established  that  they 
isve  not  themselves  conduced  to  their 
tvii  injury.  But  that  is  not  all.  From 
1m  Betoms  presented  by  the  Board  of 
hde,  and  submitted  to  ijbe  Eoyal  Com- 
uanonerB,  I  find  that  the  number 
f  railway  servants  killed  in  tho  six 
>ais  preceding  1878  were,  in  1872,  644 
iUed,  and  1,398  injured;  1873,  773 
lUd,  and  1,171  injured;  1875,  765 
Ued,  and  an  appalling  total  of  3,618 
lured;  1876,  673  kiUod,  and  2,600 
|uied;  and  1877,  642  killed,  and  2,163 
lured.  I  confess  that  thatKotum  shows 
^  durinff  the  last  two  years  there  was  a 
'naderable  decrease  both  in  death  and 
j  vrj,  owing  probably  to  the  laudable 
lorta  made  by  tlie  Railway  Companies 
^  prevent  accident,  and  tho  oxcollont 
|wh  of  the  appointment  of  the  Eoynl 
isnoners.    Well,  Sir,  if  we  taiko 


the  case  of  the  year  1875,  which  is  the 
only  year  I  have  here  where  the  amounts 
are  broken  up,  I  find  that  out  of  765 
persons  who  were  killed,  the  Bailway 
Companies  returned  themselves  as  re- 
sponsible for  only  39,  the  rest  being  at- 
tributed to  causes  within  the  control  of 
the  sufferers;  and  3,618  injured,  of 
whom  they  returned  only  514  as  having 
been  injured  from  causes  beyond  the 
control  of  the  persons  injured.  Although 
I  venture  to  ccdl  in  question  the  perfect 
accuracy  of  these  figures,  disclaiming  at 
the  same  time  any  disposition  to  impute 
a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Bailway  Com- 
panies to  give  inaccurate  Betums,  I  may 
at  all  events  say  that  the  figures  of  the 
Companies  are  good  against  themselves ; 
and  if  they  say  that  out  of  this  enormous 
number  of  killed  and  injured  there  were 
only  39  for  whom  they  could  be  held  at 
all  responsible  where  death  resulted, 
and  only  514  out  of  3,618  cases  of  injury, 
then  I  think  we  may  fairly  arrive  at 
what  would  be  the  net  result,  supposing 
such  a  system  of  enforced  insurance 
existed  as  that  which  I  venture  to  pro- 
pose. Supposing  you  fix  the  maximum 
uability  for  the  killing  of  a  railway  ser- 
vant at  £200,  and  suppose  you  take  the 
number  of  cases  in  the  course  of  a  year 
at  even  a  higher  figure  than  that  which 
is  set  forth  in  this  Betum — suppose  you 
say  50  instead  of  39,  it  would  cost  the 
Companies  £10,000  a-year.  Taking  500 
as  the  average  number  of  railway  ser- 
vants injured  by  causes  beyond  their 
own  control  and  striking  a  rough  balance, 
you  may  say  they  would  recover  half 
the  amount  of  the  maximum  or  £100 
a -piece,  which  is,  I  take  it,  a  good  deal 
above  what  the  actual  amount  would  be 
— suppose  that  a  liability  of  £100  was 
incurred  in  the  case  of  each  of  the  500 
servants,  you  would  have  an  annual  re- 
8iK)n8ibility  of  £50,000  under  that  head. 
If  you  add  that  £50,000  to  the  £10,000 
for  which  the  Companies  would  be  re- 
sponsible on  account  of  deaths,  you  will 
arrive  at  a  total  annual  charge  of 
£60,000,  which  would  represent  the 
direct  liability  of  tho  Bailway  Companies 
in  such  cases.  But  I  do  not  wish  to 
stop  here.  I  would  stop  here  as  far  as 
the  liability  of  the  Bailway  Companies  is 
concerned ;  but  I  do  not  desire  to  stop 
hero  as  a  moans  of  encouraging  thereby 
saving  and  care  in  the  railway  servants 
thorn s(;lvos,  because  I  think  if  you  made 
a  system  of  this  sort  the  centre  of  a 
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taiied."  ai.i  if  -^oi  sim-zniediL^  ser- 
vai.t=  :hezis^lT«  tt::}:  a  legal  niachinerr 
wLich  wv-^i  enable  rien  io  iii=:ire  theni- 
selres  agair^s:  these  railTar  accidents, 
bv  which  the V  c^uld  prjfide  against  such 


pcssiDie  degree 
take  care  of  themselve*.     If  vou  could 
Establish  such  a  svsteni.  bv  which,  with- 
out  an  expensive  s-jurce  of  proceeding,  and 
without  having  recourse  to  huncrvanor- 
noys,  you  would  provide  ashon  and  expe- 
ditious remedv  in  all  cases  of  death  and 
inj  ury ;  if  you  use  that  as  the  centre  of 
a  hybtem  by  which  you  encourage  habits 
of  thrift,  economy,  and  providence,  I 
think  you  would  go  a  long  way  towards 
solving  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems 
with  which  we  have  to  deal.  Such  is  the 
nature  of  my  proposal.  I  venture  to  offer 
thoHo  suggestions  in  all  humility  to  the 
Ilouho.     There     are    Gentlemen    here 
wlioHu    knowledge  of   railway  matters 
iiiuHt  always  greatly  exceed  my  own,  and 
thoroaro  Gentlemen  here  who  have  given 
tliiH  subject  great  attention,   not  only 
from  tlio  directors'  point  of  view,  but 
from  tliat  of  public  duty.     They  may 
(11  dor  from  mo  in  opinion,  but  I  hope 
llioy  will  bo  satisfied  that  I  have  not 
brought  forward  this  question  in  any 
Mpirit    of   hostility  to  any   conmiercial 
iiifnnmt  or  undertaking.  I  have  brought 
it  forwiinl,  bocause  I  believe  that  a  great 
niililin  diity  should  bo  discharged  by  this 
llounii  bnCoro   tho  Ilouse  ceases  to  sit; 
iiiifl  1   iUt  HiiHMToly  trust  that  whether  or 
iiiii  tlin  IIouNo  will  a(lo2)t  tho  proposal 
t  V(iiihir<«  to  Hubmit  to  it  on  this  occasion, 
H    will,    III   lf>iiHi,   t'onu  the  basis  of  an 
liiliujiiiiln  ('iiiiMi(l(>mtion  of  what  I  believe 
lo  InMinn  fifnur  grciitoHt  social  wauts,  and 
wliirli  1  Hill  rfti'tiun  must  in  every  part  of 
I  liii  II  (iiinn  ill  tin  iiihI  our  wannest  sympathy. 
I  Im*(i,  Hit-,  iinw  \o  iiiovo  thu  Resolution 
wliit  )i  nl II III  1m  ill  my  luiiuo  on  tho  I'apor. 

Mnliiiii  niiuln,  iinil  (iiir>sti(m  proposed, 

"  Tliiil  I  III!  i-^r<-|i(iMiiiil  rlitiriirirr  of  the  blt- 
\  II I II  |<<  ilmnii  il  mill  iIiii^.m  ih  iiiniiTrd  l>y  liail- 
wiiv  •'■•-I  Ml II I II  III  IliM  iliMrli:ii-pi  of  their  duty 
irillii  fill  Ihi- iiiiiiH  ihiili- iiiul  H|ic(*iiil  nttriition  of 
III  I     Mll(l■•l^^'n    MkM'Iiiiiii  lit  :     iiiul    that    this 

ll<'> i'<  "i  ii|iitiii-ti  tli.tt  II  i-liiiii^^,.  ill  the  I,aw  in 

iii|iii|i«|,  liy   wliirli,    iiiilwilliMtaniliii^  thi.'   Icf^al 
d<Nitriiio  iif  ('iiiiiiiiuiiriiipliiyiiioiit,  ailmiunto  com- 


Sib  EDWARD  WATKIN,  inmomg, 
as  an  Amendment — 

-  That  while  it  might,  on  the  ere  of  a  Gfw- 
ral  Electiozif  seixe  partv  purpose*  in  loicf-  Ic- 
KOffhs  to  iingle  out  Railway  industry  for  exwjH 
tfonal  legislation,  such  a  course  would  be  €>x- 
traiy  to  precedent  and  be  unsupported  Inr  tke 


H  the  industries  of  the  Country,  whether  fna 
prrsonal  cazelessness,  defective  control,  or  oll«r 
caaK9,  and  the  consequent  prcmaturf  d«th  tk 
and  injury  to  probably  100,000  p#?rsonsannTu!lT. 
dvmands  the  grave  attention  of  Her  Maje»t>-'*i 
Government,  with  a  view  to  the  adoptxoc  by 
Parliament  of  some  general  and  adequate  svit^m 
of  iniurance,  to  the  funds  for  which  both  ti- 
capitalist  and  the  workman  should  contribute  in 
just  proportions,'* 

said,  he  had  listened  with  veiy  great 
attention  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Chester  (Mr.  Haikes),  and 
certainly  did  not  perceive  that  he  either 

SroTed  or  attempted  to  prove  the  foon- 
ation  of  the  proposition  of  thisResoIa- 
tion — ^namely,  the  exceptional  and  pecu- 
liar dangers  and  difficulties  attending 
the  working  of  railways.      But  if  the 
working  of  railways  was  so  exceptional 
and  so  dangerous,  or  whether  it  was  so 
or  not,  the  hon.  Gentleman  said  all  this 
caUed  for  the  immediate  attention  of 
Her  Majesir's  Government.    Now,  if  he 
remembered  rightly,  the  Bailway  Acci- 
dents Commission  reported  in  Febmaiy, 
1877.    It  was  strange   that  the  hon. 
Member's   anxiety    to    deal  with  this 
which  he  called  a  great  question  shonld 
only  have  awaken^  itse^  in  his  breast 
on  the  eve  of  a  General  Election.    He 
(Sir  Edward  Watkins]  was  not  like  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees.   He  was  simply  a  member  of 
the  hard-working  wond.     He  was  not 
a  lawyer.  The  best  years  of  his  life,  from 
the  beginning  of  nulways  till  now,  had 
been  spent  in  railway  work.  He  thought 
if  anyone  would  go  among  the  bo^ei 
of  railway  working  men  he  had  to  em- 
ploy, it  would  be    seen  tiiat   he  had 
neglected  nothing  which  could  in  any 
way  promote  the  good  of  the  railway 
working  man  for  whose  sobriety,  intel- 
ligence, and  zeal,  he  had  the  highest  re- 
Hpcct.    And  with  regard  to  injuries  and 
doath  caused  by  the  neglect  of  a  man'* 
f(;llow-servant  in  a  common  employment. 
ho  had  never  looked  at  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  merely  considered  what  was 
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just  and  right  and  had  always  giyen 
compensation  to  the  injured  man,  or  to 
his  family.  The  Eailway  Commissioners 
reoommended  that  a  Company  should  be 
''liable  for  the  negligence  of  those  to 
whom  it  delegated  its  authority  as  a 
master,"  but  they  did  not  go  further  than 
that.  They  "did  not  propose  that  rail- 
way Companies  shoula  be  responsible  to 
thfiir  servants,  for  the  negligence  of 
those  who  were  in  fact,  as  well  as  in 
lawy  fellow  servants."  The  Eailway  Ac- 
cidents  Commissioners  also  recommended 
that  the  time  for  bringing  actions  should 
be  limited.  The  hon.  Gentleman,  how- 
erer,  went  further,  and  answered  bis 
own  argument  by  difiPering  with  their 
Beport.  He  (Sir  Edward  Watkin) 
had  endeavoured  to  ascertain  from 
Her  Majesty's  Government  whether 
they  were  in  favour  of  a  general  system 
of  msnrance  applied  to  all  industries 
or  not.  He  had  failed  to  learn  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  Chester  whether 
he  was  in  favour  of  such  an  insurance 
or  not.  The  hon.  Member  for  Staf- 
ford (Mr.  Macdonald)  was  of  opinion 
that  insurance  in  some  cases  inflicted 
Teiy  great  difficulty,  if  not  intolerable 
wrong.  If  he  read  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stafford  right  we 
ought  never  to  insure  our  property,  for  if 
we  did  we  should  be  tempted  to  bum  the 
property  down  ;  we  ought  never  to  insure 
uTes,  because  lives  would  then  be  taken 
upon  the  shortest  possible  notice ;  and 
we  ought  not  to  insure  ships,  for  no 
doubt  the  tendency  of  rotten  ships  was 
to  go  to  the  bottom.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Chester  had  failed  in  endeavouring 
to  show  that  railwav  shareholders  should 
be  specially  singled  out  for  the  infliction 
of  a  new  and  exceptional  liability.  The 
hon.  Member,  if  he  knew  anything  of 
industrial  works,  must  know  there  were 
far  more  dangerous  employments  than 
railway  employment.  Many  also  whore 
the  human  system  was  attacked  by 
noxious  elements.  But,  having  rather 
a  weak  case,  he  tried  to  buttress  it  up 
by  saying  that  railways  wore  enormous 
monopohes.  What  that  proposition  had 
to  do  with  the  question  he  (Sir  Edward 
Watkin)  could  not  comprehend.  IIo 
knew  very  well  that  there  were  only 
two  or  three  towns  where  there  were 
Bot  two  or  more  competing  railways. 
There  was  no  railway  which  was  not 
competed  with  by  roads,  canals,  and 
tramways.  These  railways,  said  the  hon. 


Member,  were  a  special,  the  only  special 
creation  of  Parliament.  He  began  to 
think  he  was  dreaming  when  the  hon. 
Member  said  that.  What  were  the 
canals,  the  g^eat  enterprizes  of  the  last 
century,  but  the  creation  of  Parliament  ? 
What  were  the  great  roads  of  the  coun- 
try, the  tramways  or  the  ordinary  roads, 
but  the  creation  of  Parliament  ?  In  fact, 
every  enterprize  which  demanded  the 
compulsory  expropriation  of  private 
rights  and  private  property  was  of  ne- 
cessity the  creation  of  Parliament.  Com- 
ing back  to  the  question  of  public  safety, 
he  found  that  in  the  course  of  the  year 
277  persons  were  killed  by  accident  in 
the  streets  of  London,  being  10  times 
as  many  as  the  whole  number  of  railway 
passengers  who  were  killed  on  cdl  the  rail- 
ways in  the  Kingdom  by  causes  beyond 
their  own  control.  What  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber desired  to  do  was  to  inflict  a  tax  of 
£60,000  per  annum  upon  railway  pro- 
prietors for  the  support  of  the  families 
of  those  railway  employSs  who  were 
killed  through  the  negligence  of  their 
fellow-servants.  He  maintained  that 
this  matter  of  the  deaths  by  accident  of 
railway  employis  was  merely  the  fringe 
of  the  real  question,  which  should  include 
all  casualties  and  fatalities  necessarily 
arising  out  of  our  vast  industries.  While 
the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  would 
not  affect  the  cases  of  one  in  100  who 
were  killed  in  tlie  course  of  their  work 
in  carrying  on  those  industries,  his  own 
proposal  would  deal  with  them  all. 
The  railway  proprietors  of  the  Three 
Kingdoms  employed  directly  and  in- 
directly about  400,000  persons.  With 
reference  to  the  two  cases  quoted  by 
the  hon.  Member  which  occurred  on 
railways  in  South  Wales,  he  should  like 
to  ask  the  hon.  Member  whether  those 
wore  fair  samples  of  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Commission  ?  The  memorials 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Member,  also, 
as  he  must  have  known,  w^ere  pre- 
sented by  a  small  section  of  the  rail- 
way employes  only.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  it  was  to  the  interest  of  the 
railway  emi)loyer  to  treat  his  servants 
well.  A  railway  could  not  stop.  It 
must  go  on  in  all  weather  and  in  all 
circumstances.  In  other  onterimzes  a 
strike  could  endure ;  on  our  railways 
it  could  not  be  thought  of;  and  ho  con- 
sidered tliat  our  railway  servants  were 
not  only  among  the  best  paid,  but 
amongst  the  most  kindly  considered  of 
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the  working  classes.  Turning  to  the 
larger  subject,  if  the  hon.  Member  would 
examine  the  Beport  of  the  Begistrar 
General  of  Births  and  Deaths,  he  would 
find  that  of  the  1 8.500  persons  who  met 
with  violent  deaths  eveiT  year,  only  some 
1,283  were  killed  in  connection  with  rail- 
ways in  any  way.  whether  as  passengers, 
or  as  being  employed  in  the  workshops, 
or  in  any  and  every  other  way.    It  was 

V  «  « 

no  less  strange  than  true  that  correcting 
the  figures  by  population,  this  ghastly 
total  presented  the  same  volume  year 
after  year.  Accident  leading  to  ''violent 
death"  seemed  to  be  an  all  but  con- 
stant quantity,  an  element,  therefore, 
which  must  be  taken  into  account  always 
in  calculating  the  hopes  and  chances  of 
life.  And  it  was  probable  that  for  one 
person  who  died  oy  accident,  20  were 
more  or  less  injured.  Thus  the  appal- 
ling figure  of  400,000  would  represent 
the  annual  accident  liability  of  this  great 
industrial  country.  Against  these  figures 
he  would  place  the  6,445  persons  who 
died  from  what  the  Begistrar  called 
<<  mechanical  injuries  "  other  than  those 
received  in  connection  with  railways  and 
mines;  also  the  2,789  who  died  from 
*<  chemical  injuries  ;  also  the  5,708  who 
died  from  '*  asphyxia ;  and  the  1,974  who 
died  from  ''falls."  They  had  heard 
a  good  deal  with  regard  to  the  danger 
of  railway  travelling ;  but  it  was  a  re- 
markable circumstance  that  the  deaths 
resulting  from  horse  conveyance  for  the 
year  amounted  to  1,522,  while  1,043 
persons  were  killed  by  what  the  Begis- 
trar classed  as  "fractures,"  apart  from 
death  by  fracture  on  railways  and  mines. 
Although  61  persons  were  killed  by  agri- 
cultural machinery,  the  lion.  Member 
had  not  brought  forward  any  proposal 
for  the  protection  of  such  persons.  The 
figures  showed  that  railway  traveUing 
was  the  safest  mode  of  conveyance,  and 
that  railway  servants  enjoyed  a  greater 
immunity  from  accidents  than  many  other 
empioi/ds.  He  trusted  that  the  House 
would  be  of  opinion  that  he  had  esta- 
blished a  fair  case  against  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  Member.  The  g^undwork 
of  his  whole  proposition  had  boon  dis- 
proved. It  appeared  to  him  that  tho 
groat  value  of  insurance  was  —  first, 
that  it  made  tho  risk  run  a  definite 
risk ;  secondly,  that  it  was  perfectly 
fair;  and,  thirdly,  that  by  its  being 
universal,  it  would  give  satisfaction  to 
all.     A  high  authority — Lord  Shand,  an 

Sir  Edicard  Watkin 


eminent  Scotch  Judge — ^had  ezpresMd 
an  opinion  on  this  sabject  whicii  oon- 
dusively  proved  that    the  Bmplojen* 
Liability  iSill  was  nothing  more  nor  leu 
than  an  attempt,  whether  for  political  oi 
humanitarian  puiposea,  to  deal  with  i 
veiy  small  part  of  a  very  great  question. 
Lord  Shand  said  that  the  great  majoritf 
of  accidents  that  occurred   were  what 
were  popularly  called  unavoidable  aod- 
dents,  or  accidents  which  were  natunlb 
incident  to  the  employment,  and  whia 
were  often  caused  by  the  negligence  of 
the  unhappy  sufferer,  who  was,  howerer, 
not  the  less  entitled  to  sympathy  on  that 
account.     None  of  the  legislative  mea- 
sures proposed,  he  said,  would  in  the 
least  decree  meet  this,  which  he  beheved 
to  be  tne  largest  dieiss    of    aceide&tk 
There  appeared  to  be  one  remedy  which, 
in  Lord  Shand's  opinion,  was  the  onlj 
one  which  could  be  resorted  to,  and  that 
was  a  system  of  insorance  to  be  contri- 
buted to  by  both  employers  and  work- 
men to  g^fud  against  the  oontingeiiciei 
of  perilous  employments.    These  were 
woras  of  wisdom,  which  he  would  reocna- 
mend  to  the  consideration  of  the  Hooee. 
But  the  House  would   not  have  for- 
gotten the  decisive  letters  which  were 
given  to  the  public  through  the  Preee, 
on  the  whole  subject,  by  onei  of  onr 
greatest  lawyers,  the  Lord  Jootioe  Bram- 
well.      The  hon.  Member  for  CSiester 
scarcely  did  justice  to  the  great  class  of 
employers  in  this  countzy.   The  Bailway 
Companies  as  a  rule— he  admitted  that 
there  were  exceptions — ^the  great  collieiy 
owners  as  a  rule,  the  great  manuiae- 
turers  of  metals  as  a  rule  adopted  a  sys- 
tem of  insurance,  to  which  they  and  their 
Mfi/»foy^«  contributed,  to  provide  for  timei 
of  sickness  and  for  funerals  and  aod- 
dents ;  and  one  of  the  great  ironwoikir 
the  ''  Staveley,"  had  received  and  dii- 
tributed,  since   1867,  a  total   sum  for 
insurance  amounting  to    no    less  than 
£59,918.    It  was  unjust  to  the  great 
employers  of  labour  to  say  that  they 
neglected  the  just  rights,  or  the  want»« 
and  sufferings  of  their  people,  and  if  ono 
single  interest,  and  that  a  defenceless 
bo<^,  was  selected  on  the  eve  of  a  Oen^ ' 
ral  Election  for  attack,  cause  should  \^^ 
shown   why  it  should    be  so  treatec^ 
Did  the  Government  sympathize  wit:  3 
that  attack  ?    He  wished  the  hon.  Meit^ 
bor  for  Chester  would  have  treated  thec::^ 
to  tho  political  economy  of  the  questior:^ 
Ho  would,  however,  venture  to 
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loose  of  the  difference  between  a  aU  the  induBtries  of  the  Country,  whether  from 

ite  and  an  indefinite  risk.     Tlie  one  Personal  carelessness,  defective  control,  or  other 

insurable,   and  therefore    entered  9^"^^";  SJ^„*if>Iw^^^^^ 

•  _x  J  xi.  •  2»  ii-  XL  •  injury  to  prouably  100,000  persons  annoaUy. 
Uie  OOet  and  tbepnce  of  the  thmg  demands  the  grave  attention  of  Her  Maieety's 
or  produced.  Thus  the  coneumer  Government,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  by 
it.     Bat  the  other  was  uninsurable,  Parliament  of  some  general  and  adequate  system 

therefore  was  a  tax  upon  capital.  °*  if  ?'^'=«5  *»  ^^  *^^  1°'  T}"^^A  *^* 

.v_  V,.      •»*•«    I.      t      Fn.     i  capitalist  and  the  workman  should  contribute  in 

;  »«  ^n.  Member  for  Chester  pro-  j^t  proportions,"-(5ir  JSdward  Watkin,) 

to  l^t  ?onr™^"^«"°  iJ5  ***!!  -instead  thereof. 

eath  to  £200.     He  (Sir  Edward  . 

dn)  did  not   know  whether  that  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words 

1  either  satisfy  the  hon.  Member  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

taffiird,  or  the  railway  servants  at  Question." 

ar.   Why  should  not  Her  Majesty's  -.r     ttatt    •             _l-      xv   ir  x- 

nunent  aid  those  who  had  tried  Mb.  HALL,  in  supporting  the  Motion 

hand  at  aiding  themselves,  who  by  f  ^*^^°?;  ^,"^^*^  *^^^®'°i?f  ^°'  ^^^ 

iment  with    their    employers   had  ^^r  (Mr.  Eaikes)  said,  he  did  so,  not  be- 

liahed  those  insurance  funds  for  a  cause  he  beheved  the  Eailway  Companies 

of  distress?    If  they  frankly  ac-  to  be  defenceless  bodies,  but  because  he 

d  the  principle  of  insurance  t»  hiid  believed  this  to  be  a   very  important 

in  lus  Amendment,  then  he  ad-  branch  of  a  very  difficult  subject,  and 

d  they  would  have  a  very  good  one  which  ought  to  be  dealt  with  by  Her 

to  go  to  the  country  with.    In  no  Majesty's  Government.      Whether  the 

way,  in  his  opinion,  bould  they  deal  ^teresting  plan  sketched  out  bv  hu.  hon. 

lately  with  the  question.    The  hon.  ^"^'^J  ^^^  ^'>^y  *?^  commend  itoetf  to 

ber  had  hinted  rather  than  said  *}>«  ^?»«.®  ^e  could  not  8ay;J)ut  he 
Jiing  about 

corporatioi 

I  raif^  tmplo'^i  for^v^'sW  ^  "^^^7  ««?%<!.  themselves.    ]ie  had 

r,  and  that  the  ordinary  dividend  °.®T  heard  that    railway  servants  de- 

•  ordinary  stockholder  was  litUe  Bixed  more  than  to  be  reheved  from  the 
than  the  average    sum  paid  to  disability  of  being  unable  to  claim  com- 

pal  mechanics  lid  signalmen  on  pensation   for  injury   received    m  the 

m.    He  beUeved  that  a  system  of  course  of  ttie  service.    The  law  had  been 

iu»,  such  as  he  had  spoken  of,  «>  strained  of  late  years  that  it  was  now 

I  willingly  be  joined  in  by  raUway  beld  that  a  railway  servant  was  not  only 

li,,  and  he  ooinmended  the  system  responsible  for  his  own  acts,  but  was 

»  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  "°f ble  to  obtain  compensation  for  any 

atfir  niiAfu  act  of  a  fellow-servant,  whereby  he 


BUS- 


ue  employers  oi  laoour  reaay  lo    ,  : — ,  "^ — mr"*    >.    .11 * 

them  L  establishing  a  just  and  2^" ,  •'T?*'^"'"*   ''^^  .  ^^^.S^^^,  °^ 

system,  which  would  redound  to  8«><J^d  had  never  interpreted  the  law 

^t  and    be  a  great  national  so  stnctiy  against  the  workmen  as  the 

it.  He  begged  to  move  the  Amend-  Courts  m  England ;  but  m  the  year  1866 

of  which  he  had  given  Notice.  *be  House  otIx)rds  ruled  that  the  same 

.  KNOWLES  seconded  the  Amend-  pnuciple  applied  to  both  countries.   The 

hon.  Member  for  Hythe  (Sir  Edward 

Watkin)  asked  why  were  the  railway 

tendment  proposed,  servants  singled  out — why  were  they  not 

leaveotttfrom  tho  word  "That"  to  the  todealwiththo  whole  question?  Thehon. 

:  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  thP  words  Member  for  Hythe  was  pained  that  no- 

» It  might,  on  the  eve  of  a  Creneral  P.luc-    ^,.  x    i      j         e : it..-_l  l« 

err.  pity  purposes  in  such  borouglu  to  thing  was  to  be  done  for  agricultural  la- 
out  BaUway  industry  for  exceptional  bourors  and  others.  As  to  the  interest 
lioD,  such  a  course  would  be  contrury  to  which  tho  hon.  Member  for  Stafford  (Mr. 
•nt  and  be  unsupported  by  the  facts  re-  Macdonald)  looked  after,  it  was  doubtful 
M:S2r^pLTm:Sra:a"°it  t.  wheth-  the  mining  industry  would  exist 
on  of  mcddcnU  arising  in  the  conduct  of  at  all  if  tho  doctriLO  of  common  employ- 
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ment  were  abolished.  Yet  the  abolition 
of  the  doctrine  of  common  employment 
would  throw  upon  the  shareholders  the 
whole  consequences  of  the  men's  care- 
lessness. He  was  far  from  saying  that 
minors  had  no  case;  and  he  was  not 
grudging  them  legislation  on  a  just 
basis.  But  he  wished  to  show  that,  in 
asking  for  too  much,  the  miners  ought 
not  to  be  surprised  if  Parliament  did  not 
allow  the  claims  of  others,  who  did  not 
ask  for  too  much,  to  be  prejudiced  as  a 
consequence  of  the  action  of  the  miners. 
He  believed  the  railway  servants  would 
be  perfectly  content  with  the  doctrine  of 
Common  employment,  if  it  could  be  so 
narrowed  as  to  exclude  those  whose  ac- 
tions they  were  unable  to  control,  and 
the  consequences  of  whoso  actions  it  was 
out  of  their  power  to  evade.  He  could 
not  understand  why  a  private  employer 
should  be  liable  to  a  servant,  while  the 
company  went  scot  free.  Ho  could  not 
understand  on  what  principle  of  justice 
it  was  that,  if  a  man  worked  for  a  private 
employer,  and  in  carrying  out  his  orders 
he  mot  with  an  accident,  he  knew  to  whom 
he  had  to  go  for  compensation ;  while  on 
the  other  hand,  if  the  same  man  worked 
for  a  Company  and  met  with  an  accident 
ho  found  his  masters  vanish,  to  re-appear 
in  the  humble  garb  of  fellow-worKmen. 
This  was  a  parody  of  justice,  and  ho  only 
wondered  it  hnd  lasted  so  long.  It  was 
no  answer  to  say  that  tho  Hailway  Com- 
panies subscribed  to  this  fund  and  to 
that  fund.  No  doubt,  the  railway  direc- 
tors were  very  generous,  and,  no  doubt, 
there  was  wisdom  in  their  generosity. 
But  the  law  knew  nothing  of  generosity. 
The  law  ought  to  see  that  when  railway 
o£B.cial8  asked  for  only  that  which  was 
just,  they  should  receive  it  without  delay. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Membera  were 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  D.  DAVIES  said,  it  must  be 
understood  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  railway  servants.  He  owed  his 
position,  to  a  great  extent,  to  railway 
men,  and  ho  always  took  their  part  when 
he  could.  But,  in  legislating  on  this 
question,  there  would  be  danger  of  doing 
the  railway  servants  injury.  It  was 
well  known  that  some  Hallway  Companies 
were  very  liberal ;  but  if  Companies  had 
to  pay  compensation  when  they  were 
found  to  be  in  fault,  there  would  be  so 
much  litigation  and   expense  that  the  I 

3rr.  nail 


Companies  would  not,  in  other  otMt, 
give  0o  much  compensation  Yolontarilj 
as  they  did  at  present.  A  large  number 
of  men  were  injured  and  killed  withoat 
it  being  either  their  own  fault  or  thtt  of 
the  Company.  Shunters  slipped  and 
were  run  over;  platelayers  stepped  aiide 
to  avoid  ona  train  and  were  kiUed  by 
another.  If  Companies  were  exposed 
to  litigation  in  other  cases,  they  would 
show  less  sympathy  in  these.  It  wts 
hardly  fair  to  quote  the  Taff  Vale  Com- 

gany's  line,  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
hester  (Mr.  Baikes)  had  done.  It  wu 
one  of  the  best-worked  lines  in  the 
country ;  it  had  a  smaller  percentage  of 
accidents  than  other  lines  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount  of  traffic,  and  in  46 
years  it  had  never  killed  a  passenger, 
until  the  unfortunate  accident  at  Pontj- 
prid  a  few  months  ago.  If  men  worked 
long  hours,  it  was  but  occasionally  and 
in  exceptional  circumstances.  A  stonn 
kept  ships  out  of  port ;  a  calm  brought 
in  a  number  of  steamers  which  required 
coaling  with  expedition.  Men  who  hid 
been  idle  were  called  on  to  make  a 
prolonged  effort,  and  they  were  dad 
enough  to  do  it  to  make  up  for  lost 
time;  but,  as  a  rule,  the  men  did  not 
work  more  than  10  or  12  hours  at  a 
stretch.  He  should  like  something  to 
be  done,  but  it  must  be  in  a  direction 
different  from  that  proposed.  As  the 
Beport  of  the  Commissioners  was  three 
years  old,  it  was  rather  extramdiinaiy 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Chester  had 
not  found  an  earlier  opportunity  of  sail- 
ing attention  to  it.  llLere  were  19  acci- 
dents for  which  a  Company  was  not  to 
blame,  for  one  in  whi^  it  was ;  and  it 
would  be  unfortunate  if  the  secnxisff  of 
compensation  in  one  case  risked  theloM 
or  diminution  of  it  in  the  19. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  wen 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Memoers  not  being  present, 

House  s^Jonrned  at  a  qontv 
after  Ten  o'doek. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  lOM  Mttreh,  1880. 


MINUTES.]— Select 
Co-operatiVe  Storoe  [No.  Ill];  FatUe  i^ 
counts  [No.  118];  CkSitagioM  "DimiCi  hf^ 
[No.  114]. 


II 


FmUnnUfwr 


{Maboh  10,  1880} 


Inventumi  Bill, 


742 


■  in  ClMnmitt00 — ^Warin  South 

(Vote   of    Credit)    (Supplementary) 

<l,2S6,M0->Goiiiimttee  b.p. 
t$mi¥tiomt  fHarch  8]  reported, 
ATM  AXD  MSANS — coniidertd  in  Committee — 
M.S2S,177  CooaoUdAted  Fund. 
FBUO  Bills — Ordered^Firet  Beading — Army 
Dudpline  and  Regulation  (Annual)  *  [106] ; 
Ratiiig  of  Machinery  *  [lOSj ;  Parliamentary 
Eleetioos  and  Corrupt  Iractices  (No.  2)  [107j. 
mmd  Jiendino — ^Drainage  and  Improvement  of 
Ijndm  (Ireland)   ProTisional  Order  *  [91]; 
Booth  Wefltem  (of   London)   District    Post 
Oflloe  [90];  Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1). 
mmittm  —  Meport  —  Municipal   Corporations 
(PktmrtyQualifioation  Abolition)*  [43] ;  India 
Block  rPbwen  of  Attorney)*  [93] ;  £a8t  India 
Loon  (£aal  Indian  Railway  Debentures)*  [99] ; 
tyvHtfttirm  Iaw  Procedure 'and  Judicature  Acts 
Amendment  *  [801 ;    Valuation    (Metropolis) 
Aet  (1869)  Amendment  r98]. 
nmdn  wd  m  umended^Bnna  and  Deaf  Mute 
GhOdrai  [41]. 

iird  Smding — Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland) 
PM],  madpeueed. 

ifM^Mm— Vaccination  [9]  ;  Patents  for  In. 
rm^kma  [921;  Ixiih  Church  Act  (1869) 
ABModaient  [100];  Commons  Act  (1876) 
It  •  [61]. 


FRIVATE    BUSINESS. 


FBIVATE  BILLS.— RESOLUTION. 


BAIEES  stated  tliat  the  object 
Um  Beeolution  he  was  about  to  moye 
u  to  enable  Private  Bills  to  be  taken 
\  in  the  next  Parliament  in  the  stage 
whioh  the  present  would  leaye  them. 
Mse  mighti  for  instance,  be  a  large 
id  important  Bill  before  a  Select  Oom- 
ittee  whioh  must  require  consideration 
r  six  or  seven  days,  and  would  not 
kT«  been  disposed  of  before  the  Proro- 
itioii.  K  some  Besolution  of  this  kind 
ire  not  passed,  all  the  work,  in  the  in- 
lace  he  had  mentioned,  would,  if  un- 
staken  now  bv  a  Oommittee,  have  to 
»  gone  througn  ag^n.  Under  these 
ponmstances,  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
alter  of  convenience  to  ask  the  House 
adcmt  this  Besolution,  and  the  Private 
iU  Committees  could  then  exercise 
«ir  own  discretion  as  to  what  Bills 
«7  thought  they  would  be  able  to  get 
nnigh,  and  what  work  it  would  be  im- 
lasible  to  complete.  They  could  then 
port  accordingly  to  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question, 

"  That  in  oaae  the  Committee  on  any  Private 
U,  or  Group  of  such  Bills,  shnll  reixort  their 
inion  to  the  House-,  that  unv  Bill  or  Bills  not 
t  considered  by  them  should  not  be  rntcrcd 
on,  or  that  the  consideration  of  any  Bill  al- 
idy  partly  considered  should  not  be  proceeded 


with,  all  further  proceedings  upon  such  Bills 
shall  be  suspended  during  the  present  Session." 
— {^The  Chairman  of  Way  a  and  Meatie,) 

put,  and  0^reed  to. 

ORDERS     OF    TEE    DA  T. 


VACCINATION  BILL-[Bill  e.J 

(Dr.  Cameron,  Earl  Percy,  Mr.  Lyon  Playfair, 

Dr.  Zuehy  Dr.  Ward.) 

SECOND    READING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Db.  CAMEKON,  in  moving  that  the 
Order  for  the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bill 
be  discharged,  said,  he  believed  that  a 
discussion  on  the  Bill  at  the  present 
moment  would  be  productive  of  very 
small  effect.  The  country  was  not  in  a 
frame  of  mind  to  care  much  about  the 
question,  and  the  House  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  pay  much  attention  to  its 
provisions.  Besides,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  thought  fit  to  institute 
some  experiments  since  he  brought  the 
question  forward,  to  see  how  far  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  would  work)  and 
the  result  of  them  could  be  considered  at 
a  fiiture  time.  He  now  begged  to  move 
that  the  Order  be  discharged. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Order  dUoharged  :  Bill  withdrawn. 

PATENTS  FOR  INVENTIONS  BILL. 

(Mr.  Andereon,  Mr,  Mundelia,  Mr,  Dalrymple, 

Mr,  Alexander  Brown.) 

[bill  92.]      SECOND  BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mb.  ANDEBSON  said,  he  considered 
it  exceedingly  desirable,  notwithstanding 
the  short  period  which  the  Session  had 
to  last,  to  move  the  second  readioe  of 
this  Bill,  because  he  thought  it  well  to 
have  certain  views  placed  before  the 
House  now,  as  it  was  quite  possible  one 
might  not  have  another  opportunity  of 
bringing  these  views  forward.  They 
were  all  going  into  the  battle,  and  none 
know  what  the  result  of  that  battle 
might  bo,  regarding  any  one  of  them. 
The  measure  he  proposed  was  most  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  the  well-bein  g  of  the 
country.  Their  manufactures  had  been 
declining  for  some  time.  Other  countries 
had  been  treading  very  fast  upon  their 
heels,  and  not  only  overtaking  them, 
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but  in  some  cases  passing  before  them. 
A  great  deal  of  this  was  owing  to  the 
much  greater  liberality  shown  in  other 
countries  to  patentees,  and  the  much 
greater  freedom  with  which  they  could 
obtain  protection  for  their  discoveries. 
A  cheap  and  liberal  Patent  Law  would 
stimulate  inventive  genius  in  a  way  that 
they  had  hitherto  failed  to  do.  Every 
Session  they  had  had  Patent  Law  Amend- 
ment Bills  before  them.  The  Govern- 
ment had  brought  in  a  number  of  these. 
While  they  had  been  successively  im- 
proved, the  second  being  better  than  the 
first,  and  the  third  Letter  than  the 
second,  they  failed  to  grasp  the  difficul- 
ties of  the  position,  and  the  real  need  of 
the  manufacturers  of  the  country  to  have 
a  thoroughly  liberal  Patent  Law.  The 
provisions  of  all  the  Government  Bills 
had  treated  inventors  and  patentees  as 
persons  who  ought  to  be  checked  and 
kept  in  order,  and  who  ought  to  get  as 
little  benefit  as  possible  from  their  in- 
ventions. Not  only  had  they  kept  up 
the  charges  for  patents  very  much  higher 
than  they  ought  to  be ;  but  where  they 
had  attempted  to  reduce  them,  the  re- 
ductions they  proposed  were  altogether 
insufficient  to  put  the  Patent  Law  here  on 
anything  like  the  same  basis  that  it  was 
in  other  countries.  He  could  gpive  the 
rates  at  which  patents  were  obtained  in 
many  other  countries ;  but  he  would  only 
trouble  the  House  with  the  rates  paid 
in  those  countries  which  were  their  im- 
mediate competitors,  and  which  were 
damaging  them  most.  In  Germany,  for 
instance,  an  inventor  could  get  a  patent 
for  SOs.  Three  years  afterwards  he  had 
to  pay  up  to  £16  10«. ;  after  seven 
years,  his  payment  would  have  reached 
£71  10«. ;  and  at  the  end  of  12  years  he 
had  paid  £169  10«.  This  was  the  dearest 
of  all  the  Patent  Laws  except  their  own. 
The  House  would  observe,  however, 
that  the  heavy  cost  was  thrown  on  the 
later  stages.  The  cost  at  the  earlier 
stages  was  extremely  small.  In  Belgium, 
which  was  one  of  their  most  pressing  com- 

Eetitors,  and  was  treading  fast  on  their 
cols,  an  inventor  could  obtain  a  patent 
for  Ss,  At  the  end  of  three  years  he  had 
to  pay  £4,  at  the  end  of  seven  years 
£14,  and  by  the  end  of  12  years  he 
would  only  have  paid  £36  8«.  altogether. 
The  United  States  was  still  more  liberal. 
In  America  an  inventor  could  get  a 
patent  for  35  dollars — that  was,  £7 — and 
this  was  cdl  he  would  have  paid  at  the 
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end  of  12  years.    In  Great  Britain,  on 
the  other  hand,  even  were  the  propoiuls 
of  the  Government  agreed  to,  £12  Id. 
would  have  to  be  paid  by  an  inventor  in 
the  initial  stage.     At  the  end  of  the  thiid 
year,  before  it  was  posaible  for  anybody 
to  get  any  benefit  uoia  it,  another  pay- 
ment— no  less  than  £50  —  had  to  be 
made.    By  the  end  of  the  seven  yean 
the  unfortunate  patentee,  who  had  Imrely 
time  to  get  anything  out  of  his  invention^ 
would  actually  have  expended  in  GoTern- 
ment  charges  £162  10«. ;  and  at  the  end 
of  12  years,   even  under  the  proposed 
Government  reductions,  he  would  have 
paid  £262  10«.     This  operated  most  pre- 
judicially on  poor  inventors.    But,  wotm 
than  that,  the  Government  proposed  to 
compel  a  man  to  publish  all  the  particu- 
lars of  his  patent  before  he  knew  whe- 
ther he  would  get  a  patent  or  not.  There 
was  nothing  more  likely  than  this  to 
crush  patentees,  and  to  drive  them  oat 
of  the  country.    This  proposal  was  in  it- 
self enough  to  condemn  the  last  GK)ven- 
ment  Bill,  and  had  prevented  it  ever  re- 
ceiving any  encouragement  or  favour  in 
the  House.    A  patentee  incurred  endleia 
expense  in  experiments  in  testing  every- 
thing, and  in  getting  an  invention  before 
the  public,  so  that  it  was  absolutely  im- 
possible to  pay  highpatent  charges  in 
the  earlier  stages.    The  Bill  which  he 
(Mr.  Anderson)  had  introduced  modified 
the  charges  very  much,  bringing  dovn 
the  initial  charge  of  a  patent  to  £10, 
which  was  still  a  great  deal  higher  nto 
than  was  paid  in  America  or  Belgium. 
He  proposed  to  abolish  all  farther  pay* 
ment  at  the  third  year,  and  only  at  the 
end  of  the  seventh  to  charge  £25,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  £50.    Bnt» 
in  truth,  patentees  did  not  so  much  ob- 
iect  to  high  charges  in  the  later  stageii 
but  the  abolition  of  the  third  year's  jpay- 
ment  and  the  reduction  of  the  initial 
charges  were  imperative.    Another  pro- 
posal of  the  Bill  was  to  remedy  the  W 
management  of  the  Patent  Office.   In 
place  of  unpaid  Commissioners,  who  did 
not  do  the  work,  the  Bill  proposed  tikat 
there   should  be  three  paid   Gommii- 
sionors.    No  unpaid  work  was  likely  to 
be  well  done.  Many  hon.  Members,  era 
of  this  House,  probablv  because  they  wo* 
not  paid  for  the  work,  went  away  and 
did  not  do  it.    In  business,  unpaid  voik 
was  certainly  bad  work,  and  the  Patent 
Office  proved  this.    The  work  was  badly 
done,  tne  Office  was  badly  organiied,  and 
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Id  nerer  be  better  until  it  was 
.  over  to  paid  OonmiisSioiiers. 
ind  the  reduction  of  the  fees  for 
I,  And  the  extension  of  the  dura- 
a  patent  from  14  to  21  years, 
le  reforms  which  were  demanded 
entors.  The  Government  had 
3d  the  necessity  of  an  extension  of 
e.  He  would  not  dwell  further 
i  than  to  say  that  he  thought  the 
on  should  apply  equally  to  patents 
sre  now  running,  so  that  a  patent 
not  be  cut  off  when  it  came  to 
L  of  the  14  years,  by  the  fact  that 
dme  it  was  got  the  law  did  not 
i  farther  period.  These  were  all 
•visions  of  this  Bill,  and  he  hoped 
lOse  would  give  a  second  reading 
I  order  to  affirm  the  principle  that 
r  of  Patents  should  be  so  modified 
would  to  the  utmost  stimulate  the 
ve  genius  of  the  country,  so  as  to 
their  manufacturing  industry  to 
9  place,  or  regain  what  it  had  lost 
;  had  lost  a  good  deal.  To  retrieve 
ace  two  things  were  wanted — the 
liberal  Patent  Law,  so  that  they 
iave  the  benefit  of  the  best  possi- 
chinery  and  appliances ;  and  the 
proper  technical  education  to  their 
>eople,  so  that  they  might  be  able 
g  tne  utmost  skill  to  bear  upon 
oanufactures.  He  hoped  to  see 
wo  things  secured  by  the  House. 
;iU,  if  adopted,  would  settle  the 
•n  of  patent  legislation  for  a  great 
years  to  come.  He  begged  to 
bat  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

on  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
-^Mr.  Anderson,) 

FRESHFIELD  would  not  say 
>  objected  to  the  Bill ;  but  he  con- 
that  no  good  would  result  by 
pt  a  second  time,  considering  the 
;  condition  of  the  House.     The 
was  one  which  deserved  a  great 
9X6  consideration  and  discussion 
could  possibly  receive  now ;  and 
leht  it  would  be  a  great  misfor- 
vie  principle  of  the  measure  were 
Bd  to  be  approved  by  Parliament. 
the   circumstances,    the    Order 
k>  be  discharged. 
ATTOKNEY   GENEEAL  (Sir 
Iolkeb)  trusted  the  hon.  Gentle- 
bo  had  introduced  the  Bill  would 
m  the  second  reading  to  a  divi- 


sion. The  matter  was  one  of  the  great- 
est possible  importance ;  and  if  it  was  to 
receive  consideration  at  all,  it  ought  to 
be  at  the  hands  of  a  fuller  House  than 
that  which  thoy  had  that  day.  He  had 
read  the  hon.  Gentleman's  Bill  with 
considerable  care.  In  the  first  place, 
the  hon.  Member  proposed  to  abolish 
the  present  Commissioners,  and  to  sub- 
stitute in  their  place  paid  Commission- 
ers, one  of  whom  would  be  appointed  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  rest  by 
the  Board  of  Trade.  He  (the  Attorney 
General)  had  not  heard  that  there  had 
been  any  complaint  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  present  Commissioners  of 
Patents  had  performed  their  duties. 
There  might  be  complaint  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  present  system,  that  too  many 
patents  were  granted,  that  the  fees  wore 
too  high,  and  that  inventive  industry 
would  be  encouraged  if  they  were  lower ; 
but  he  had  not  understood  that  there 
was  any  complaint  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  Commissioners  performed 
their  duties.  The  question  had  been 
under  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  for  some  time,  and  there 
had  been  no  reluctance  shown  on  their 
part  to  improve  the  Patent  Laws,  if 
they  could  be  improved.  Session  after 
Session  a  Bill  had  been  introduced  by 
the  Government.  There  was  one  last 
Session,  and  he  believed  if  it  had  been 
improved  in  the  direction  proposed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr. 
Anderson),  it  would  have  been  an  ex- 
cellent Bill.  It  was  not  the  fault  of  the 
Governmout  that  it  had  not  been  passed.. 
There  was  other  Business  which  the 
Houfio  thought  of  more  importance,  and, 
in  the  circumstances,  it  could  not  be  got 
through.  The  Government  had,  how- 
ever, come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
not  desirable  to  have  paid  Commissioners, 
and,  therefore,  it  was  impossible  for  him, 
as  representing  the  Government,  to  ac- 
cept the  second  reading  of  a  Bill  amongst 
whose  provisions  this  proposal  stood. 
The  Bill  went  on  to  propose  that  Letters 
Patent  should  be  granted  for  a  period  of 
21  years.  No  doubt,  there  had  been  a 
proposition  in  the  Government  Bill  to  a 
similar  effect ;  but,  after  mature  conside- 
ration, he  could  not,  without  very  con- 
siderable discussion,  and  without  gather- 
ing the  opinion  of  a  full  House  of  hon. 
Members  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
this  important  subject,  sanction  anjr  Bill 
which  contained  any  such  provision  as 
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this.  Another  provision  of  the  Bill  was 
that  the  stamp  duties  should  be  very 
considerably  reduced.  That  was  an 
alteration  to  which  he  could  not  consent 
without  consultation  with  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  Whatever  might  be 
said  for  reductions  being  made  in  the 
fees  in  the  earlier  stages  of  patents, 
there  was  no  doubt  that,  under  the  pre- 
sent system,  patents  were  granted  for  all 
kinds  of  frivolous  and  ridiculous  ideas. 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  only  saw  the  extra- 
ordinary applications  which  were  mado 
to  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Patent  Office, 
they  would  be  filled  with  wonder  at  the 
absurd  notions  which  entered  into  the 
heads  of  people  who  called  themselves 
inventors.  For  these  reasons,  he  could 
not  support  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill.  He  knew  of  nothing  of  more  im- 
portance than  that  they  should  have  a 
food  system  of  Patent  Law.  It  would 
e  a  ereat  encouragement  to  invention, 
and  the  manufacturing  interests  of  this 
country  would  reap  from  that  an  enor- 
mous benefit.  But,  just  because  of  this, 
it  seemed  to  him  this  was  a  subject  which 
should  be  brought  forward  by  the  Go- 
vernment. The  Government  had  shown 
the  disposition  to  do  this  Session  after 
Session,  and  it  was  not  their  fault  if 
none  of  them  had  passed.  There  was  a 
Bill  which  he  had  hoped  to  introduce 
this  Session.  The  Session,  it  appeared, 
was  about  to  come  to  a  speedy  termina- 
tion, and,  in  certain  respects,  an  unex- 
pected termination.  He  should  do  his 
utmost,  if  the  present  Gx>vernment  was 
in  power  when  Parliament  again  as- 
sembled, as  in  all  probability  they  would 
be,  to  modify  that  Bill  as  far  as  possible 
in  the  desired  direction,  and,  if  it  passed, 
he  believed  it  would  do  much  good. 

Mr.  DILLWYN  said,  he  had  listened 
to  the  remarks  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  with  much  satisfaction. 
He  had  objected  to  the  Bill  which  was 
brought  forward  being  proceeded  with 
late  at  night.  He  also  condemned  the 
extension  of  the  term  to  21  years,  as  that 
period  would  tend  to  exclude  manufac- 
turers and  others  from  the  benefit  of  in- 
ventioDS.  He  thought  it  would  be  well 
to  have  some  alteration  in  the  machinery 
of  the  Office ;  but  whether  the  Commis- 
sioners should  be  paid  or  not  he  would 
not  give  an  opinion  upon.  He  also  thought 
that  the  fees  in  the  earlier  stages  should 
be  reduced.  It  certainly  would  be  a  great 
mistake  to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time 
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now,  as  it  would  create  the  erroneous 
impression  that  it  was  the  delibera*^ 
opinion  of  the  House.  This  House  could 
not  give  a  deliberate  opinion  on  any- 
thing for  the  remainder  of  its  life.  If 
he  was  in  the  new  Parliament,  he  would 
support  the  views  on  this  question  enun- 
ciated by  the  Attorney  General. 

Mb.  EYLANDS  said,  he  gave  the 
Government  credit  for  many  good  inten« 
tions,  which,  however,  they  had  nerer 
given  effect  to.  An  endeavour  had  been 
made  to  throw  the  blame  of  that  upon 
the  House ;  but  he  held  the  Hoose  W 
a  right  to  hold  the  Gt)vemment  respon- 
sible, when  certain  homo  qaestions  were 
pressing  for  solution,  for  tne  non-fulfil- 
ment of  their  undertakings.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  if  the  Government  had 
brought  in  a  Bill  on  the  moderate  linei 
indicated  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman, and  dealing  with  the  points  to 
which  he  had  so  clearly  called  attention, 
then  the  Bill  would  have  been  fairly 
and  fully  considered.  But  there  had 
been  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  lay  the  Bill  before  the 
House.  If  they,  chose  to  bring  such  a 
Bill  on  late  at  night,  they  might  snoceed 
in  passing  it  without  discusaion;  bat 
the  House  was  entlided  to  a  full  dis- 
cussion, and  could  not  accept  any  such 
Bill  without  it.  He  joined  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  in  the  hope 
that  when  the  new  Parliament  assembled 
this  question  woul4  be  taken  up  and 
treated  with  the  consideration  it  de* 
served ;  but,  with  all  his  admiration  for 
the  ability  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman, he  could  not  hope  that  the  Bill 
would  be  in  his  charge;  but  if  that 
should  be  the  case,  he  hoped  that  the 
undertaking  given  to-day  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  introduction  of  a  Patent 
Law  giving  general  satisfaction. 

Mr.  GBEGOBY  thought  no  Bill  would 
be  satisfactory  which  did  not  take  into 
account  the  recommendations  of  the  Se» 
lect  Committee  which  reported  on  the 
question  some  few  years  ago.  He 
thought  power  might  be  given  to  paten* 
tees  to  grant  licences  to  other  persons' 
for  the  manufacture  of  their  inventions. 

Mr.  FBASEB-MACEINTOSH  said, 
that  the  subject  was  of  the  greatest  im— 
portance,  and  as  it  was  impossible  that  it^ 
could  receive  adequate  discussion  in  the*« 
present  condition  of  the  House,  he  would  - 
move  as  an  Amendment,  that  the  Bill^ 
be  road  a  second  time  that  day  month. 
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Amendnient  proposed,  to  leare  out 
the  word  "now,"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  ''  upon  this 
day  month." — {Mr.  FroBer-Mackintosh,) 

Qaeetion proposed,  ''That  the  word 
'now'  stand  pcurt  of  the  Question." 

Mb.  ANDERSON  said,  that  certain  hon . 
Members  had  based  their  objections  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  mainly 
on  the  state  of  the  House  and  the  im- 
possibility of  having  a  full  discussion 
on  anything.  But  if  that  objection  ap- 
plied to  this  Bill,  it  applied  to  every 
dther;  and  he  hoped  the  Government 
would  take  it  into  consideration,  and 
would  not  bring  forward  any  important 
GK>Temment  Bills,  and  ask  an  attenu- 
ated House  to  read  them.  If  they  were 
not  to  discuss  any  more  important  Bills, 
they  might  as  well  go  home  to  their  con- 
stituencies at  once.  The  moving  of  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill  had  been 
useful,  if  only  in  getting  the  views  of 
the  Attorney  General  more  distinctly 
stated  than  they  ever  were  before.  If 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  not 
heard  any  complaints  about  the  Patent 
Office,  he  must  have  shut  his  ears. 
There  was  a  prolonged  discussion  last 
year  in  the  Society  of  Arts  regarding 
the  deficiencies  of  the  Patent  Office, 
where  there  was  no  sufficient  register, 
and  where  there  was  a  great  want  of 

S roper  organization.  He  had  intro- 
aced  this  Bill,  because  the  successive 
Bills  of  the  Government  had  been  bad 
Bills.  No  doubt,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  made  improvements  upon 
erery  succeeding  one;  but  they  had 
never  been  satisfactory,  because  tlicy 
looked  upon  inventors  and  patentees  as 
malefactors,  who  must  be  looked  after 
and  checked.  It  was  said  that  ridiculous 
things  were  patonted.  But  if  the  fees  were 
paid,  this  did  no  harm  to  anybody  except 
the  patentees  themselves.  The  interest 
)f  inventors  and  the  public  were  the  same 
ind  that  was  that  the  inventive  genius 
if  the  countiy  should  be  stimulated  to 
he  utmost.  The  principles  of  this  Bill 
were  those  which  inventors  agreed  should 
\B  embraced  in  the  Government  Bill. 
le  was  much  pleased  with  what  the 
Lttomey  General  had  said  about  reduc- 
ng  the  charges  for  patents  in  the  initial 
itams.  It  was  because  the  Goverumeut 
Bill  had  not  proposed  to  reduce  the 
diarges  at  the  initial  stages  that  he  had 
brought  forward  this  Sill.    The  hon. 


and  learned  Gentleman  still  proposed  a 
considerable  charge  at  the  end  of  the 
third  year ;  but  this  was  most  unfair, 
and  never  would  be  satisfactory,  as  an 
inventor  could  not  by  that  time  get  much 
benefit  from  his  invention.  Inventors 
would  not  have  the  same  objection  to 
maintaining  considerable  charges  at  the 
later  stages.  There  ought  to  be  no 
charge  of  any  magnitude  prior  to  the 
seventh  year,  so  that  the  inventor  might 
have  a  chance  of  having  some  benefit 
from  his  patent  before  he  was  called  on 
to  pay  a  large  amount  on  account  of  it. 
None  of  the  Government  Bills  had  dealt 
with  inventors  in  a  sufficiently  liberal 
spirit.  For  tliis  reason  he  had  brought 
forward  this  Bill,  but  there  was  no  hope 
of  passing  it  at  this  period  of  the  Ses- 
sion. Whether  he  would  have  oppor- 
tunity to  introduce  it  in  any  other,  was 
a  very  uncertain  thing.  He  was  glad, 
however,  that  the  Attorney  General  had 
shown  a  more  liberal  sjnrit  in  his  speech 
than  he  had  before,  and  there  was  some 
hope  that  when  the  Government  Bill  he 
promised  in  the  next  Session  did  come 
forward,  it  would  be  an  improvement  on 
all  the  preceding  ones.  If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  wanted  it  to  be  satis- 
factory, it  must  go  in  the  direction  of 
this  Bill.  He  would  not  divide  the 
House  upon  it,  as  in  the  then  state  of 
the  House  the  division  would  be  a  most 
unsatisfactory  one. 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  regrc^ttod  that  he 
had  not  the  advantage  of  hearing  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General;  but  ho  had  no  idea  that  the 
Bill  would  have  tome  on  so  soon,  as  it 
stood  low  down  in  the  Paper.  ^\o  had, 
himself,  tried  in  two  Parliaments  to  pass 
a  reasonable  measure,  and  he  liad  served 
upon  a  Committee  which  had  sat  to  con- 
sider the  Patent  question.  That  Com- 
mittee made  a  most  imj^ortant  Report  as 
to  the  amendments  required  in  the  Pa- 
tent Laws.  Another  Parliament  was 
now  about  to  be  dissolved,  and  nothing 
whatever  had  been  done  with  this  Patent 
question.  He  believed  that  when  the 
question  came  to  be  better  understood, 
it  would  be  found  that  there  was  no 
more  important  question  alFecting  our 
manufacturing  industry.  He  could  an- 
swer for  it  himsolf  that  Englishmen  had 
again  and  again,  in  the  last  10  yearn, 
left  this  country  with  their  inventions, 
solely  because  they  had  not  the  means 
to  patent  them  here ;  and  if  they  ven- 
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tared  to  put  them  in  the  hands  of  a 
capitalist,  they  would  leave  themselves 
at  his  mercy.  Why,  last  year  he  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  a  very  able  and  a 
very  superior  man,  who  thanked  him  for 
the  part  he  had  taken  in  trying  to  amend 
the  Patent  Laws,  and  said — *'I  am  going 
with  my  inventions  to  a  country  where 
I  shall  get  protection  at  a  reasonable 
price."  He  was  going  to  America.  He 
(Mr.  MundeUa)  knew  that  since  then 
that  man  had  been  very  successful  as  an 
inventor.  He  sold  one  of  his  inventions, 
and  with  the  proceeds  he  took  out  patents 
in  the  United  States.  In  England  the 
English  workman  was  discouraged  on 
all  hands  by  the  Patent  Laws.  When  he 
(Mr.  MundeUa)  was  in  active  business 
himself,  he  was  the  proprietor  of  at  least 
20  patents,  and  in  most  of  them  he  was 
associated  with  working  men.  He  had 
paid  a  working  man  as  much  as  £2,000 
or  £3,000  for  his  share  of  patents.  One 
of  the  inventions  practically  revolu- 
tionized the  business  in  which  he  was 
engaged.  He,  in  conjunction  with  the 
senior  Member  for  Bristol  (Mr.  S. 
Morley),  paid  several  thousand  pounds 
to  a  working  man  whom  they  took  into 
partnership.  He  had  seen  scores  of 
workmen  who  had  been  sacrificed  and 
soured  because  they  were  unable  to 
bring  out  their  inventions  to  advantage, 
and  they  had,  therefore,  become  practi- 
cally a  dead  letter.  What  was  wanted 
was  a  cheap  and  simple  Patent  Law,  and 
it  was  an  absolute  necessity,  if  they 
were  to  maintain  the  superiority  of  the 
manufactures  of  this  country.  He  be- 
lieved that  it  was  in  very  rare  cases  in- 
deed that  the  manufacturer  himself  was 
an  inventor.  In  all  his  experience  in 
connection  with  one  of  the  largest  indus- 
tries of  the  country,  and  one  which  had 
given  the  largest  scope  to  the  exercise 
of  mechanical  ingenuity,  he  had  never 
known  but  two  instances  in  which  the 
manufacturer  himself  had  been  an  in- 
ventor. In  nearly  every  case  it  was  the 
man  who  stood  before  the  loom  and  who 
brought  his  brains  to  work  upon  the 
loom  who  had  been  the  means  of  im- 
proving it,  and  to  deny  him  a  fair  share 
of  proprietary  right  in  his  own  inven- 
tions was  to  deal  very  hardly  with  him. 
He  had  known  instances  where  an  in- 
ventor  put  his  little  invention  in  a  box 
and  ran  across  to  France,  where  he  could 
dispose  of  it,  after  securing  a  patent  for 
it  at  a  oost  of  £2.    As  a  rule,  a  work- 
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man  generally  spent    the  last  of  hU 
hoard  in  perfecting  his  invention.    He 
wanted  a  patent,  and  the  cost  of  that 
patent  was  the  first  thing  to  entail  a 
difficulty.     He  knew  that  it  was  hope- 
less to  discuss  these  questions  at  that 
time  of  the  day,  at  the  end  of  an  ex- 
piring Parliament.     He  had  stood  ap  in 
that  House  for  the  last  10  years  urging 
the  House  to  take  the  matter  in  hand, 
and  he  had  seconded  the  Motion  for  the 
appointment  of  the  original  Committee 
that  sat  on  the  Patent  Laws.     He  be- 
lieved that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  had  brought 
in  four  or  five  Bills  of  his  own,  and  he 
was  bound  to  say  that  every  succeeding 
one  was  a  little  better  than  its  prede- 
cessor.   The  first  was  as  bad  as  it  could 
be,  but  the  second  was  a  little  better; 
and  they  improved   as   they  went  on. 
The  hon.  ana  learned  Gentleman  had 
now  made  a  speech  that  was  a  little 
moro  liberal  than  anything  that  had 
preceded  it ;  and  if  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  occupied  his  present  position 
in  May,  although  he   (Mr.  MundeUa) 
hoped  he  would  be  disappointed  in  his 
expectations,  he  trusted  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  would  bring  in  a 
Patent  Bill  that  would  stimulate  the  in- 
ventiveness of  the  workmen  of  the  conn- 
try  and  give  them  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
tecting their  inventions  and  bringing 
them  before  the  public  when  they  were 
perfected.    By  the  permission  of  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Glasgow,  he 
begged  to  move  that  the  Order  be  dis- 
charged.          

Mb.  SPEAKER  said,  there  was  an 
Amendment  already  before  the  House, 
and  it  must  be  withdrawn  before  tny 
other  Amendment  could  be  put. 

Amendment  and  Motion,   by  leave, 
withdraum. 

Bill  Withdrawn. 

IRISH  CHURCH  ACT  (1869)  AME2n). 
MENT  BILL— [Bill  100.] 
(Mr,  Flunket,  Sir  Arthur  Omfm$$§^  Mr.Maurm^ 
Brooka,  Mr,  JSwmrt,  Mr,  XMvmmafk,) 

8E00KD  RBADDTO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Mr.  PLUNKET,  in  moving  that  tL^ 
Order  for  the  Second  Beading  of  the  Bi^ 
be  discharged,  explained,  that  after  oon^ 
suiting  with  his  hon.  Friends,  whoe^' 
names  appeared  on  the  back  of  the  BiU^ 


3    j&mA  ClU^rch  Act  (1869)     IMa^bch  10,  1880]         Amendment  Bill.  754 

had  oome  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
»ald  not  be  for  the  convenience  of  the 
>U8e,  and  certainly  it  would  not  be  in 
3  interests  of  their  proposals,  that  they 
juld  attempt  to  tc^e  a  division  upon 
9  question  at  present.  But  he  desired 
cful  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
il  character  of  the  proposals  of  the 
U  of  which  he  had  charge,  because  he 
ynght  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
aapprehension  abroad  on  the  subject. 
me  of  the  opposition  which  was  throat- 
ed to  it  in  tnat  House  was,  he  could 
t  help  thinking,  threatened  under 
me  degree  of  misapprehension,  and 
arefore  he  trusted  that  when  a  new 
)ii0e  of  Commons  was  returned,  and, 
the  words  of  the  Irish  poet,  ''beam- 
^  all  over  with  smiles,"  the  proposals 

this  Bill,  which  would  certainly  be 
ought  forward  at  the  earliest  possible 
portunity  in  a  new  Parliament,  might 
.ve  a  better  time  of  it  in  all  its  stages 
an  the  present  measure  had  had  in  its 
Itial  stages  during  the  present  Session. 
9  deeired  now  very  briefly  to  call  at- 
ition  to  the  true  character  of  the  mea- 
re.  It  contained  a  very  modest  pro- 
sal  with  the  object  of  undoing  a  great 
xmg  which  had  been  inflicted  upon 
rtam  persons.  He  wished  to  say  that, 
ihougn  the  title  of  the  Bill  was  the  Irish 
torch  Act  Amendment  Bill,  it  did  not 
anv  way  challenge  any  of  the  general 
ineiples  contained  in  the  Irish  Church 
st  of  1869,  or  propose  directly  or  in- 
rectly  to  re-endow  the  Irish  Church. 
I  object  was  simply  to  g^ve  redress  to 
rtain  individuals,  clergymen  of  that 
lurch,  who,  in  his  opinion,  and  he  bc- 
ived  in  the  opinion  of  every  fair  and 
neat  man  who  had  considered  this 
leation,  sustained  a  grievous  wrong 
.d  injuzT  when  the  Irish  Church  Act 
me  suddenly  upon  them.  He  wished 
rther  to  say  that  the  Bill  applied  only 

certain  clergymen  who  were  either 
inor  incumbents  or  curates  in  the  Irish 
lurch  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1871. 
applied  only  to  those  who,  imder  the 
isn  Church  Act,  had  already  received 
inuitiefl  calculated  at  a  less  amount 
an  £250  a-year.  Therefore,  while  it 
winded  every  clergyman  who  might 
IT6  come  into  the  Irish  Church  since 
6  1st  of  January,  1871,  and  every 
srgrman  who  had  received  a  greater 
muity  than  £250  a-year,  it  included  all 
e  oUffgy  under  the  Irish  Church  Act, 
ho  were,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1871, 


either  incumbents  or  curates  of  the  Irish 
Church.  Now,  the  principle  upon  which 
the  Bill  was  founded  was  a  very  small 
one,  and  it  was  this — the  average  income 
of  the  incumbents  of  the  Irish  Church 
previous  to  disestablishment  had  been 
ascertained  to  have  been  something  over 
£250  a-year,  and  there  were  in  the  Irish 
Church  at  the  time  of  disestablishment 
550  incumbents  whose  means  were  under 
that  sum.  All  these  men  had  accepted 
these  small  incumbencies  with  the  pros- 
pect of  having  their  incomes  augmented 
to  £200  a-year  at  least,  through  the 
operation  of  certain  Acts  which  had  been 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting 
small  incumbencies  in  Ireland.  But, 
besides  that,  they  had  a  prospect  of  other 
benefits,  which  would  bring  their  in- 
comes up  to  £250  a-year.  There  was 
also  a  large  number  of  curates,  all  of 
whom  had  entered  the  service  of  the 
Irish  Church  with  the  prospect  of  obtain- 
ing preferment.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  as  the  patronage  of  almost  all  bene- 
fices in  Ireland  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Bishops,  it  had  become  the  established 
custom  that  all  the  Clergy,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  should  obtain  promotion. 
The  Irish  Church  Act  came  suddenly 
upon  them,  and  put  an  end  to  the  pros- 
pects of  the  minor  incumbents,  without 
giving  them  any  compensation  whatever. 
This  was  the  main  contention  of  the  Bill. 
But  besides  that  main  contention,  these 
minor  incumbents  and  curates  alleged 
that  there  were  funds  in  the  hands  of  the 
Irish  Church  Commissioners  on  which 
they  had  a  special  claim.  This  fund  was 
the  result  of  a  special  tax  on  the  wealthier 
incumbents  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
salaries  of  their  poorer  brethren,  and 
was  naturally  regarded  by  the  minor 
incumbents  as  belonging  to  themselves. 
It  was  estimated  as  amounting  to  be- 
tween £250,000  and  £300,000.  This 
claim  was  put  forward  on  general  grounds 
by  the  incumbents,  and  especially  be- 
cause it  had  not  been  noticea  or  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Irish  Church  Commis- 
sioners. The  exact  amount  of  the  money 
which  was  the  subject  of  this  claim  had 
been  marked  for  the  purposes  of  it,  and 
although  he  could  not  state  the  precise 
amount,  it  could  be  easily  ascertained. 
Calculations  had  been  made  by  competent 
authorities,  who  had  an  opportunity  of 
investigating  the  matter,  and  he  believed 
that  it  would  be  found  the  whole  sum 
required  to  compensate  these  gentlemen 


755     Trish  Church  Act  (1869)         { COMMONS  J 


Am&ndment  BiU, 


756 


would  not  exceed  £300,000,  and  he  did 
not  believe  it  would  cost  more  than 
£250,000.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  this  claim  was  put  for- 
ward to  redress  personal  wrongs,  and 
was  in  no  way  intended  as  a  re-endow- 
ment of  the  Church,  either  directly  or 
indirectly.  The  effect  of  the  disendow - 
ment  had  been  very  heavy  upon  those 
whom  the  Bill  sought  to  assist,  and  the 
matter  was  one  of  urgency,  inasmuch  as 
they  had  already  devoted  some  of  the 
Church  Surplus  to  other  matters,  and 
they  had  been  informed  that  a  scheme 
for  dealing  with  the  whole  of  it  would, 
before  long,  be  submitted.  Ho  wished, 
however,  in  dealing  with  the  question, 
to  deal  with  each  question  upon  its 
merits,  and  to  see  that,  as  under  the  old 
arrangements,  the  stipends  of  these 
clergymen  should  be  raised  to  £250 
a-year.  They  would,  therefore,  have  to 
find  out  what  the  present  income  of  each 
was,  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory 
conclusion  as  to  the  amount  to  bo  added, 
and  he  had  provided  in  the  Bill  that  in 
each  case  the  clergyman  should  apply  to 
the  Commissioners,  state  his  case,  and 
prove  it  to  their  satisfaction,  and  only  to 
the  extent  of  his  case  would  he  get  any- 
thing whatever.  Again,  whatever  money 
he  received  would  not  go  to  the  Church, 
but  simply  to  redress  his  personal  wrongs. 
Anyone  who  knew  what  had  happened 
in  Ireland  since  the  passing  of  the  Church 
Act  would  admit  that  there  were  cases 
of  g^evous  hardship.  He  would  ask 
any  unprejudiced  man  to  put  the  case  in 
this  way.  Supposing  his  own  son  or 
brother  had  becnbroughtup  to  do  duty  in 
the  Church,  with  the  full  belief  that  the 
very  moderate  measure  it  offered  would 
be  reached,  and  supposing  that  by  the 
disestablishment  and  disendowment  of 
the  Church  that  measure  had  been  very 
much  reduced,  would  they  consider  that 
fairness  had  been  done  ?  Many  had,  in 
fact,  entered  the  Church,  believing  that 
their  income  would  reach  £250  a-year, 
but  suddenly  the  Act  was  sprung  upon 
them,  and  they  and  their  family  had  to 
exist  upon,  perhaps,  £100,  £110,  or  at 
the  outside  £  1 20  a-year.  The  additional 
sum  he  was  now  asking  should  be  paid 
to  them  would  make  all  the  difference 
between  penury,  not  far  removed  from 
actual  destitution,  and  comparative  ease. 
Ho  appealed,  in  the  name  of  fair  play 
and  of  honesty  and  justice,  that  the  relief 
Bhould  be  given.     It  was  very  small,  and 

Mr,  Plunket 


could  be  granted  without  any  fieriois 
injury  to  the  Surplus  Fnnd.  The  ca«<k 
was  one  which  very  justly  required  re- 
dress, and  he  trusted  that  when  the  Bill 
was  introduced  in  the  next  Pariiament 
the  House  of  Commons  would  be  wiUioj 
to  sanction  its  passing  into  law.  Bj  » 
doing,  the  House  would  be  redressing  a 
real  grievance  and  a  great  wrong  which 
was  done  to  certain  individuals,  bat 
which,  he  could  not  believe,  was  erer 
contemplated  or  foreseen  by  the  pro- 
moters of  the  Irish  Church  Disestabuah- 
ment  Act.  He  begeed  to  move  that  the 
Order  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
be  read  and  discharged. 

Mr.  RTLANDSy  while  sympathiiiiiff 
with  the  feelings  which  the  non.  and 
learned  Member  (Mr.  Plunket)  held  to- 
wards the  clergymen  of  the  Irish  Church, 
said  that,  unfortunately,  it  was  not  alone 
amongpst  the  Irish  dergj,  bat  also 
amongst  the  clergymen  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church  of  England  there  were 
many  cases  of  g^at  hardship.  There 
were  many  of  the  working  dergr* 
men  of  the  English  Church  who  had 
small  incomes,  large  families,  disap- 
pointed expectations,  and  difficulties  of 
every  kind  to  contend  with.  The  Honse 
must  try,  if  possible,  to  withdraw  their 
minds  from  those  appeals  which  had 
been  so  earnestly  put  before  them  bj 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  (Mr. 
Plunket),  which  appeals  would  be  per- 
fectly unanswerable,  if  they  were  made 
with  regard  to  the  obtaining  of  assistance 
from  other  quarters.  He  wished  to  point 
out  why  he  nad  been  unable  to  give  his 
support  to  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Dublin.  This  was  an  at- 
tempt to  re-open  a  question  which  wis 
settled  1 1  years  ago — a  Question  whidi 
was  settled,  after  carefUl  aeliberation  bj 
Parliament,  by  a  measure  whid^  was 
brought  in  after  the  most  minute  exa- 
mination of  all  the  claims  which  misht 
arise  under  the  circumstances  of  £s- 
establishment.  When  a  measure  of 
that  great  magnitude,  a  measure  not 
only  involving  and  affecting  the  intereiU 
of  the  Church  which  was  about  to  be 
disestablished,  but  also  affecting  the  in- 
terests of  every  class  in  Ireland,  had 
been  passed,  it  seemed  to  him  moat  ex- 
traordmary  that,  after  a  delay  of  cer- 
tainly 11  years,  they  should  have  the 
hon.  and  learned  Oentleman  proponng 
to  the  House  that  this  great  settfement 
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should  be  disturbed,  and  tbat  new  terms 
should  be  jriven  to  certain  members  of 
the  Irish  Church  affected  by  the  mea- 
sure. If  the  matter  was  one  upon  which 
the  opinion  of  the  House  ought  to  have 
been  taken,  it  ought  to  have  been  in- 
troduced immediately  after  the  dis- 
establishment of  the  Irish  Ohurch.  It 
was  quite  dear  that  the  curates  in  Ire- 
land were  in  a  position,  at  that  time,  to 
know  exactly  how  their  interests  would 
be  affected.  There  was  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  those  gentlemen  would  see  that 
their  prospects,  with  regard  to  promo- 
tion, were  considerably  impaired  by  the 
change  in  their  position  in  the  Church. 
If  the  gentlemen  who  made  the  present 
claims  had  placed  them  before  the  House 
at  an  early  period,  they  might  have  been 
considered.  In  1869  the  q^uestion  of 
the  disestablishment  of  the  Irish  Church 
was  settled  under  such  conditions  that 
it  rendered  it  unwise,  after  a  lapse  of  1 1 
years,  to  re-open  it  in  the  way  now 
suggested.  If  that  settlement  had  been 
•  niggardly  one,  supposing  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Ghreen- 
wich  had  dealt  with  the  Irish  Church  in 
a  harsh  manner,  the  disestablishment 
might  have  been  carried  out  under  condi- 
tions which  would  have  very  seriously  in- 
jured the  x>osition  and  prospects  of  the 
members  of  the  Irish  Church.  But 
thej  knew  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man approached  the  question  in  a  spirit 
of  the  g^atest  sympathy  for  the  Irish 
Chorch ;  they  Knew  that  his  great 
anxiety  was  that  there  should  be  no  in- 
justice done  to  any  indiyidual  member 
of  that  Church,  and  he  proposed  an 
arrangement  which  had  proycd,  as  it 
eame  to  be  worked  out,  a  munificent 
settiement  of  any  claims  which  the  Irish 
dergrmen  might  haye  upon  Parliament. 
He  Httr.  Bylands)  did  not  expect  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would 
hare  gone  so  fully  into  the  subject  upon 
this  occasion.  Had  he  known  that  such 
was  the  hon.  and  learned  Member's  in- 
tention, he  would  haye  been  prepared 
with  facts  and  figures,  which  he  did 
not  now  happen  to  haye  with  him.  But 
with  regaid  to  the  main  facts,  there 
would  be  no  dispute  at  all.  That  it  was 
estimated  that  a  certain  amount  would 
be  payable  to  the  Church  Body  of  the 
Irian  Church,  and  that  that  amount  was  ex- 
ceeded by  a  yenr  large  sum  indeed,  would 
not  be  disputed  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member.    But,  in  the  working  out  of  the 


settlement,  yery  great  unfairness  oc- 
curred. It  was  clearly  understood  that 
those  clergymen  of  the  Irish  Church 
who  were  to  recoive  their  annuities  and 
commutations  should  remain  in  the 
actual  service  of  the  Irish  Church,  but 
in  many  cases  this  was  not  so.  Then, 
again,  the  number  of  curates  was  aug- 
mented during  the  expiring  days  of  the 
Establishment  in  a  manner  which  was 
perfectly  marvellous.  There  had  never 
been  such  a  revival  of  curacy  in  the 
histor}'  of  the  Church ;  for,  at  that  time, 
clergymen  who  had  hitherto  worked 
without  curates  strangely  enough  found 
the  necessity  of  employing  one  or  more 
curates.  Curates  were  even  ordained 
within  three  days  of  the  period  at  which 
the  Act  came  into  operation.  That  there 
was  an  appointment  of  a  very  consider- 
able number  of  curates — a  number  far 
in  excess  of  the  average  number  of 
curates  employed  in  the  Irish  Church 
before  the  disestablishment  was  contem- 
plated—would not  be  disputed  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member.  In  the  Act 
it  was  stipulated  that  any  gentleman  ap- 
pointed before  the  1st  of  January,  1871, 
was  to  be  entitled  to  a  commutation  of 
his  annual  income.  He  believed  he  was 
correct  in  saying  that  before  disestab- 
lishment was  contemplated  there  were 
not  more  than  500  curates  in  the  Irish 
Church.  Wliat,  however,  was  the  cose 
on  the  let  of  January,  1871?  The  num- 
ber of  curates  had  increased  to  900. 
Dissenting  ministers,  who  had  been 
officiating  as  Dissenting  ministers  up  to 
the  middle  of  the  year  1870,  went  into 
the  Church,  and  were  ordained  within 
three  days  of  tlie  Act  coming  into  opera- 
tion, and  thus  became  entitled  to  a  com- 
mutation. That  was  a  straining  of  the 
intention  of  the  Act.  All  the  curates  had 
received  from  tlie  Church  Fund  a  very 
considerable  commutation,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  the  curates  who  were  im- 
Eorted  into  the  Clmrch  of  Ireland,  as 
o  had  described,  were  imported  en- 
tirely with  the  view  of  their  getting  the 
advantage  of  the  commutation  of  sa- 
laries. Afany  of  those  gentlemen  were 
now  receiving  about  £200  a-yoar,  ond, 
tlierefore,  they  would  come  under  the 
Bill  of  the  hon  and  learned  Member,  and 
they  would  receive  an  increase  to  their 
salaries.  The  settlement  cfFocted  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Greenwich  (Mr. 
Gladstone)  was  not  only  a  full  and  fair 
one,    but   a  very   handsome  one,    and, 
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therefore,  he  (Mr.  Eylands)  considered 
that  the  question  ought  not  now  to  be 
re-opened.  If  there  were  a  number  of 
gentlemen  within  the  Church  who  were 
not  placed  in  the  position  the  lion,  and 
learned  Gentleman  wished,  a  fund  ought 
to  be  provided  from  some  other  source 
than  from  the  Church  Commissioners. 

Major  NOLAN  said,  it  was  always  a 
difficult  task  to  oppose  a  Bill  of  this  kind; 
but  he  must  point  out  that  last  year  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  estimated  the 
cost  of  the  transaction  at  £500,000, 
whereas  he  now  thought  it  would  be 
covered  by  an  expenditure  of  £250,000. 
There  were,  however,  550  gentlemen 
who  were  dissatisfied,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  the  estimate  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  would  be  sufficient  to 
cover  the  cost  of  his  project.  He  could 
imagine  that  it  would  at  least  amount  to 
£800,000,  and  that  would  have  a  con- 
siderable bearing  upon  the  Irish  Church 
Surplus  Fund.  With  that  amount  they 
could  assist  10,000  small  tenants  to  be- 
come proprietors ;  and,  besides  that,  he 
feared  that  the  Bill  would  cause  the  Sur- 
plus which  remained  to  be  dealt  with  in 
a  very  loose  manner.  He  thought  the 
Church  Party  had  been  very  liberally 
dealt  with  by  the  Commissioners.  No 
doubt,  there  were  a  few  cases  of  hard- 
ship ;  but  he  did  not  believe  that  they 
numbered  anything  like  500  as  stated. 
He  thought,  before  they  legislated,  they 
ought  to  have  before  them  a  Betum  of 
the  cases  in  detail. 

Mb.  ERRINGTON  said,  the  Irish 
Church  Act  was  considered  by  the  House 
to  be  a  fair  settlement,  and  the  matter 
ought  not  to  be  re-opened.  As  for  the 
Special  Fund  referred  to  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  its  existence  cut  both 
ways,  for  such  a  large  sum  could  not 
have  been  overlooked  at  the  time  of  the 


passing  of  the  Act,  and  the  claims  of  the 
minor  incumbents  should  have  been  in- 
quired into  at  the  time. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Order  discharged;  Bill  withdrawn. 

SUPPIiY— COM^HTTEE. 
Supply — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
WAR  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA  (VOTE  OF 

CREDIT.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  Supplementary  Bum,  not  exceeding 
£1,226,200,  be  granted  to  Uer  Majesty,  bojond 

Jft*.  Mylands 


the  ordinary  Grants  of  Parliament,  tovardi  ^ 
frajnng  the  Expenditure  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  c>n  th^ 
Slst  day  of  March  1880,  in  consequence  of  the 
War  in  South  Africa." 

Mb.  BYLANDS  said,  he  thoaght  tb 
Vote  was  a  very  large  one.     It  would 
bring  up  the  Supplementary  Votes  for 
this     particular      purpose     to     about 
£4,500,000  in  excess   of  the  ordinarr 
charge  for  the  Forces  employed  in  South 
Africa.     The  cost  of  the  troops  employed 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years  had 
been  charged  to  the  Military  and  Naral 
Estimates,  and  very  large  sums  of  money 
had  been  voted  by  Parliament  for  main- 
taining the  Forces  in  South  Africa.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  the  ordinary  charge 
would  amount  to  some  millions ;  but  he 
was  not  in  a  position  to  arrive  at  a  very 
accurate  conclusion,  because  it  had  gone 
on  rapidly  increasing.     Three  years  ago 
the  ordinary  expenditure  amounted  to 
£1,000,000,  and  he  had  very  little  doubt 
that  it  had  increased  now  to  probably 
£2,000,000  or  £3,000,000  a-year;  and 
in  addition  to  the  charges  borne  on  the 
ordinary  Estimates,  Parliament  was  now 
called  upon  to  vote  a  Supplementary 
Charge  which,  as  he  had  said,  wonlil 
bring  up  the  Supplementary  Votes  for 
this  Service  to  £4,500,000.     He  wished 
to  know  whether  Her  Majesty's  (Govern- 
ment had  any  reasonable  expectation  of 
obtaining  firom  the  South  Anican  Colo- 
nies any  considerable  portion  of  theM 
charges  ?    In  the  last  Session  of  Pa^ 
liament  he  brought  the  question  tuidtf 
the  notice  of  the  House,  and  he  re- 
ceived   from    the    Secretary    of   State 
for  the  Colonies,  and  from  the  Chan- 
cellor   of   the    Exchequer,    very  poii- 
tive  assurances  that  strong  representa- 
tions had  already  been  made  to  the 
Colonial   Government,    and    that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  intended  to  ob- 
tain from  the  Colonial  Government  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  charges  to 
which  this  country  had  been  put  in  con- 
sequence of  the  South  African  War.  So 
far  as  he  had  been  able  to  see,  the  pret* 
sure  upon  the  Colonial  Government  had 
not  been  very  strong,  and  bo  far  as  the 
House  was    concerned,  hon.  Memben 
were  entirely  ignorant  as  to  what  ths 
Government  had    a  rip^ht  to  demand. 
That  was  not  at  all  a  satisfactory  pocition 
for  the  House  to  occupy.    He  did  not 
know  whether  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  in  his  Budget  Speech  intended 
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to  gire  ihem  any  information  as  to  the 
amount  of  money  they  might  expect  to 
obtain  from  the  South  African  Colonies. 
Possibly  they  might  have  some  informa- 
tion on  the  point  from  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  to-morrow ;  but  he  thought 
the  Committee  ought  not  to  vote  the 
large  sum  of  money  now  asked  for  with- 
out taking  an  opportunity,  which  he 
Tentnred  to  take  now,  of  stating  that  the 
Houae  and  the  country  were  in  a  very 
anaatiflfactory  position  in  regard  to  that 
great  expenditure.  He  believed  that, 
aooner  or  later,  that  expenditure  would 
become  a  charge  upon  the  British  tax- 
payer. He  was  very  much  afraid  that 
there  was  not  much  prospect  of  getting 
any  large  sum  of  money  from  the  Colony, 
and  he  was  also  afraid  that  this  sum  of 
money,  large  as  it  was,  that  they  were  now 
voting,  would  not  be  the  final  demand 
made  upon  them.  Even  at  the  present 
time  the  money  expended  upon  these 
South  African  Wars  was  not  absolutely 
known.  In  point  of  fact,  they  had  a 
large  number  of  British  troops  in  the 
South  African  Colonies  at  that  moment 
who  would  have  to  be  paid  for,  and 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  had  not 
taken  those  steps  which  he  thought  it 
was  important  to  take  in  order  to  secure 
this  country  from  being  called  upon  to 
bear  the  burdens  which  were  now  being 
thrown  upon  it.  Unless  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  was  able  to  give  some  little 
information  on  these  matters,  he  thought 
the  House  ought  not  to  be  called  upon 
to  pass  the  Vote  in  entire  ignorance  of 
what  the  Government  were  doing,  and 
what  the  amount  was  they  expected  to 
receive  in  connection  with  the  claim  they 
had  upon  the  South  African  Colonies. 

Mb.  GOITBTNET  said,  that  before 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  rose  to  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Buniley  (Mr.  Xtylands),  he  wished 
to  make  one  or  two  observations  on 
this  Vote.  In  the  first  place,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  there  was  a  ques- 
tion of  Order  involved  in  the  matter. 
This  was  a  Supplementary  Vote  of 
Credit  in  amplification  of  a  Vote  of  Credit 
already  passed  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  Zulu  War.  But  in  this  Supple- 
mentary Vote  there  would  be  fuund  not 
only  additional  expenses  in  relation  to 
the  Zulu  War,  for  which  the  original 
Vote  of  Credit  was  given,  but  two  sums 
amounting  to  £500,000  of  money  for  a 


separate  expenditure  in  South  Africa 
quite  apart  firom  the  circumstances  which 
led  to  the  original  Vote  connected  with 
the  services  for  quelling  the  rebellion  in 
Griqualand  West.  Surely  that  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  war  in  South  Africa, 
for  which  the  original  Vote  of  Credit  was 
panted.  He  submitted,  as  a  matter  of 
Order,  that  the  Supplementary  Vote 
ought  to  be  kept  entirely  separate  and 
distinct  firom  any  new  source  of  expen- 
diture. It  was  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  the  expenditure  in  connection  with 
the  different  wars  should  be  kept  sepa- 
rate. Then  again,  the  Vote  not  only 
included  charges  for  the  War  in  Griqua- 
land West,  but  also  for  the  occupation 
of  the  Transvaal  and  the  Expedition 
against  Secocoeni.  The  House  ought, 
he  thought,  to  have  fuller  details  as  to 
how  the  expenditure  was  distributed 
among  these  different  items — the  Gri- 
qualand War,  the  occupation  of  the 
Transvaal,  the  Expedition  against  Se- 
cocoeni, and  the  Zulu  War.  More  de- 
tails were  certainly  necessary,  because 
there  had  already  been  not  only  a  Sup- 
plementary Vote  of  Credit,  but  a  Sup- 
plementary Estimate  of  £200,000  m 
addition  to  the  sum  charged  in  the  Army 
Estimates  in  connection  with  the  Expe- 
dition against  Secocoeni.  These  were, 
undoubtedly,  matters  that  required  ex- 
planation, although  it  was  not  necessary 
or  desirable  at  that  stage  that  the  House 
should  enter  into  any  critical  examina- 
tion of  the  policy  of  their  action  in  the 
Transvaal  or  of  the  Expedition  against 
Secocoeni.  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury could  not  be  expected  to  explain 
that  policy;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  insist 
upon  having  a  more  detailed  explana- 
tion of  the  reason  why  these  totally 
distinct  sources  of  Expenditure  were 
mixed  up  together,  and  why,  under 
cover  of  an  old  Vote  of  Credit,  they  had 
now  a  Supplementary  Vote  which  in- 
cluded entirely  new  and  separate 
charges. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  it  would,  per- 
haps be  as  well  that  he  should  reply  to 
the  point  of  Order  which  had  been  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  IJskeard  (Mr. 
Courtney).  Ho  might  state  to  the  Com- 
mittoe  tliat,  no  doubt,  the  practice  in 
presenting  tlio  Estimates  to  tlie  House 
was  to  take  each  of  them  separately ;  but 
hu  was  not  aware  of  any  Bule  of  the 
House  which  prevented  these  Estimates 


763      Supplj/^War  in  South        (COMMONS)        Afirica  {VoU  of  OniiL)    764 


from  being  presented  together  collec- 
tivelji  notwithstanding  that  the  usual 
practice  was  to  submit  them  as  separate 
Estimates.  If  the  items  to  which  atten- 
tion had  been  called  were  entirely  ex- 
traneous matter,  the  Committee  would 
be  entitled  to  have  them  presented 
separately,  under  the  head  of  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  for  South  Amca. 
However,  as  they  all  related  to  South 
Africa,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  it 
was  a  breach  of  Order  to  include  them 
in  one  Vote. 

Lord  FREDEEICK  CAVENDISH 
was  of  opinion  that  the  course  now 
adopted,  if  not  absolutely  out  of  Order, 
was  exceedingly  inconyenient.  No  one 
could  have  any  doubt  that  it  would  be 
much  more  convenient  if  Parliament 
were  informed  in  a  more  regular  manner 
what  amount  of  money  was  to  be  devoted 
to  the  expense  of  each  of  these  wars. 
He  did  not  suppose  anyone  could  con- 
ceive that  there  was  such  a  close  con- 
nection between  the  occupation  of  the 
Transvaal  and  the  Expedition  against 
Secocoeni  and  the  Zulu  War  as  to  make 
it  desirable  that  the  expenditure  should 
be  mixed  up  in  this  manner.  He 
scarcely  thought  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  would  say  that  the  Expedition 
against  Secocoeni  and  the  occupation  of 
the  Transvaal  were  the  same  thing  as 
the  Zulu  War;  therefore,  it  was  de- 
sirable that  the  charges  for  each  should 
be  kept  distinct  and  separate. 

Genekal  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
submitted  that  there  were  four  distinct 
operations  included  in  these  Estimates — 
namely,  the  War  in  Griqualand  West, 
which,  he  believed,  occurred  before  the 
Zulu  War ;  then  the  Zulu  War ;  next, 
the  occupation  of  the  Transvaal;  and 
lastly,  the  Expedition  against  Secocoeni. 
The  House  had  a  right  to  ask  for  a 
separate  Vote  for  each,  with  a  full  and 
detailed  account  of  the  expenditure.  It 
was,  he  thought,  impossible  to  expect 
that  the  small  sum  included  in  the  Vote 
for  these  operations  against  Secocoeni 
could  possibly  be  sufficient ;  and,  there- 
fore, each  transaction  should  be  separated. 
The  best  way  would  be  to  vote  the  sums 
separately,  with  separate  and  distinct 
amounts  in  each  Vote — to  grant  the 
money  for  Griqualand  in  one  Voto,  for 
the  Zulu  War  in  another,  for  the  Trans- 
vaal in  another,  and  for  the  Expedition 
against  Secocoeni  in  another.  He  could 
not  understand  how,  when  the  expendi- 

The  Chairman 


tore  for  these  distinct  serricet  camo  to 
be  examined  by  the  Auditor  General,  it 
exhibited  that  for  each,   when  lumped 
together  as  if  all  the  money  now  asied 
for  related  to  one  operation.     He  had 
always  complained  of  that  mode,  so  fre- 
quently practised,  of  lumping  together 
under  one  head  the  expenditme  roted 
for  distinct  services ;  and  he  had  endet* 
voured  on  more  than  one  ooeaeaon  to 
point  out  the  defective  manner  in  which 
the  Government  asked  for  money  from 
the  House  of  Commons.     When  thej 
prepared  their  Estimates  for  ^oestionaUe 
purposes,    instead  of  explaining   each 
item  in  detail,  the  Government  invariablv 
arranged  so  that  the  Auditor  Genend 
should  put  it  altogether,  in  as  brief  a 
form  as  practicable,  often  as  one  mass, 
so  that  it  became  impossible  for  the 
House  to  distinguish  what  each  charge 
was  really  for.    Me  did  not  oppose  the 
voting  of  this  money  now.     It  had,  no 
doubt,  been  expended,  and  the  Ooram- 
ment  must  have  it ;  but  the  Oonmiittee 
ought  to  vote  it  in  separate  items — for 
the  War  in  Gnqualand  Weet,  the  Zulu 
War,  the  occupation  of  the  Tranfraal, 
and  the  Expedition  ftf^nst  SeeoooenL 
The  Government  would,  in  that  case,  be 
obliged  to  render  an  aoeount  of  the  dif- 
ferent items  expended.    One  other  re- 
mark he  must  make,  and  that  was,  that 
there  were  great  doubts  in  hia  mind  aa  to 
the  power  or  authority  of  Lord  Chelmi- 
ford  making  an  advance  of  £200,000  tat 
operations  in  Griqualand  with  which  he 
had  no  concern. 

The  CHAIBMAN  said,  he  undentood 
the  hon.  and  gallant  (Gentleman  to  aak 
whether  the  sums  should  not  be  pot 
separately?  They  could  be  put  sepa- 
rately, if  the  Government  thooglht  proper 
to  withdraw  the  present  Vote  and  submit 
each  item  separately. 

Sib  HimT  SELWIN-IBBETSOX 
could  assure  the  hon.  Member  for  Bmn- 
ley  that,  had  he  known  in  realitjr  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Ohancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  prepared  to  rive  aa 
explanation  of  this  vote  in  his  Budget 
Statement  to-morrow,  he  would  not  have 
been  justified  in  forestalling  the  state- 
ment which  his  right  hon.  fViend  pro- 
posed to  make  on  tnat  occasion.     Atten- 
tion had  been  called  to  the  fact  that  a 
separate  sum  appeared  in  the  Vote  for 
the    war    in    Griqualand   West  which 
ought  to  have  appeared  in  a  separate 
Estimate.    He  could  only  say  that  the 
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ment  would  be  entirely  satiafactory  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  had  really  omitted  to 
notice  what  was  really  the  most  im- 
portant point  raised  in  the  discussion, 
and  that  was,  that  they  were  putting 
into  the  Supplementary  Vote  of  Credit 
four  different  springs  of  expenditure 
which  were  reaDy  separate  from  each 
other.  He  admitted  that  the  same  policy 
underlaid  all  this  expenditure  ;  but  they 
were  as  distinct  and  separate  branches 
of  expenditure  as  the  Cyprus  occupation 
and  an  expedition  to  Egypt  and  Consti- 
nople,  or  a  war  in  Burmah  and  a  war  in 
Afghanistan.  *^ South  Africa"  was  a 
large  geographical  expression,  and  al- 
though he  believed  that  the  same  policy 
had  produced  all  these  wars,  they  were 
totally  distinct  and  separate  wars,  and, 
as  a  matter  of  finance,  ought  to  be 
brought  before  the  House  separately 
and  with  separate  explanations.  This 
was  especially  the  case  when  they  were 
dealing  with  a  Supplementary  Vote, 
which  was  a  continuation  of  an  orimial 
Vote  confined  to  the  war  in  Zululand. 
The  present  Vote  introduced  the  war  in 
Griqualand  West,  and  two  other  matters 
— the  occupation  of  the  Transvaal  and 
the  Expedition  against  Secocoeni — two 
widely  different  matters.  He  thought 
there  ought  to  bo  a  separate  statement 
in  respect  to  each  of  these  items,  and 
they  ought  to  have  been  introduced 
separately.  He  would  strongly  recom- 
mend the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
withdraw  the  Vote,  and  to  put  separate 
Votes  before  the  Committee. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
wished  to  add  a  few  words  to  the  state- 
ment which  had  been  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Liskeard  (Mr.  Courtney). 
He  believed  that  the  expenditure  in 
connection  with  the  war  in  Griqua- 
land West  was  incurred  in  1878-9 — in 
a  year  quite  distinct  from  the  Zulu 
War.  The  Transvaal  expenditure  was 
incurred  partly  in  1878-9  and  partly 
in  1879-80,  the  main  part  having  been  in 
1878-9  ;  but  the  expenditure  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Expedition  against  Seco- 
coeni was  incurred  entirely  in  the  year 
1879-80,  and  the  expenditure  for  the 
Zulu  War  was  also  incurred  in  1879-80. 
Thus,  thoy  were  dealing  with  entirely 
different  dates  as  well  as  with  entirely 
different  operations,  and  all  he  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  was  to 


it  intentioiL  was  to  produoe  it  as  a 
iftrate  Estimate.    He  did  not  know 
r  it  came  to  be  altered ;  but  it  eer- 
ily had  been  altered  before  it  came 
wn  to  the  House.    It  was  a  separate 
n  and  a  separate  sum,  and  it  had 
m  indnded  in  the  present  Vote  by 
unintentional  mistake  on  the  part  of 
I  printers.    The  mistake  was,  how- 
iTy  diaoovered  too   late  to  allow  of 
being  altered ;  and  it  was  considered 
ihoee  who  had  the  preparation  of  the 
imates,  thatasall  these  sums  had,  after 
ttt  trouble  and  only  very  recentlv, 
u  ascertained  as  sums  which  should 
entirely  credited  to  the  service  of  the 
■tieolar  year  they  were  now  dealing 
h,  it  was  thought  advisable  that  the 
ole  of  them  uiould  be  included  in 
I  Supplementary  Estimate,  seeing  that 
ij  ail  related  to  transactions  in  South 
rioa.    It  was  only  after  certain  offi- 
s  had  been  sent  out  for  the  investiga- 
1  of  the  accounts  in  South  Africa 
t  the  Chyyemment  had  been  able  to 
Ito  at  something  like  a  knowledge  of 
eispenditare.    The  sums  seemed  to 
fhiny  charged,  although  they  were 
oceorrences  in    different    parts   of 
ith  Africa,  and  they  had  been  brought 
>  this  one  Account.    In  regard  to  the 
letion  put  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
mlej,  whether  the  Government  were 
posed  to  adhere  to  what  they  had 
Midy  foreshadowed  in  making  a  de- 
ad upon  the  Colonial  Government  for 
M  reitum  of  the  expenditure  in  South 
iea  whioh  had  already  been  incurred, 
beUered  his  ri^t  hon.  Friend  the 
moellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  be 
•  to  satisfy  the  House  upon  that  point 
noROW.    The  intention  was  not  to 
rw  theCk>lonial  Government  to  escape 
hout  oontributing  to  the  expenditure, 
<  to  adhere  to  the  original  determino- 
1.     Of  eourse,  it  woiud  be  extremely 
loult  to  make  arrangements  definitely 
il  the  whole  business  was  concluded ; 
;  that  they  were  in  progress,  and  that 
M  was  a  certain  hope,  or  rather  an 
lolute  certainty,  of  this  country  re- 
ring  some  considerable  portion  of  the 
wnditurefrom  the  Colonies  he  thought 
might  fairly  say.     Under  these  cir- 
ostanoes,    he  hoped   the  Committee 
old  be  satisfied  to  allow  any  further 
mnation  to   be   deferred   until  the 
itement  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
iquer,   which    would    be    uiaile   to- 
He  believed  that  that  State- 
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when  it  was  again  placed  on  the  Table  it 
should  be  under  separate  and  distinct 
heads.  ^'  D  "  and  *•  E  "  should  be  spe- 
cial  Votes,  and  should  not  come  under 
the  general  head  of  operations  in  South 
Africa.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
agree  to  lay  these  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates on  the  Table  in  this  form,  he  (Mr. 
Bylands)  believed  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  their  being  passed.  Of 
course,  it  would  be  necessary  to  include 
the  dates  when  tho  expenditure  was  in- 
curred. 

Sir  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  he  would  endeavour,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  meet  the  views  of  the  Committee ; 
but  the  time  was  short,  and  he  might 
not  be  able  to  do  so  in  every  respect. 
He  would  certainly  do  all  he  could  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  Committee. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

House  reiumed. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  To'tnorrow. 

SOUTH-WESTERN   (OF    LONDON)   DIS- 
TRICT POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

(Sir  Henry  Selwin'ThMtoftf  Lord  John  Matmert,) 
[bill  90.]      SECOND  KEADmO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibheison.) 

In  reply  to  Sir  Chakles  "W.  Dilke, 

Sir  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  that  tho  site  of  the  new  Office 
would  be  at  Buckingham  Gate,  and  that 
the  Bill  contained  powers  for  altering 
streets  in  the  vicinity,  so  as  to  give  faci- 
lities of  ingress  and  egress  from  the 
Office. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 

SUPPLY— REPORT. 
Besolutions  [March  8]  reported. 

Mr.  RA.MSAY  complained  of  the 
small  amount  of  the  grant  for  medical' 
relief  to  Scotland  as  compared  with  the 
allowance  to  England.  He  thought  that 
the  matter  should  really  be  re-consi- 
dered ;  indeed,  his  contention  was  that 
it  had  never,  in  the  proper  sense  of  the 
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word,  been  conridered  at  all.  What  1» 
complained  of  was  that  while  thej  ▼«« 
asked  to  vote  some  £280,000  for  medial 
relief  in  aid  of  the  ratepayers  of  Eng- 
land, they  in  Scotland  only  received  a 
grant  of  some  £10,600.  He  nudntained 
Uiat  evexyone  who  had  at  all  consideied 
the  oircumstancea — the  proportion  tint 
Scotland  bore  to  England,  either  in  re- 
spect of  population  or  taxation — muiK 
admit  that  the  g^rant  for  Sootiand 
was  very  inadequate.  Booh  a  lystem 
imposed  a  burden  on  the  poorer  xate- 
payers  of  Sootiand  from  which  tlie 
richer  ratepayers  of  England  were  r^ 
lieved.  The  ground  on  which  jnitico 
was  refused  to  Scotland  in  this  matter 
was  that  the  Scotch  people  were  not 
willing  to  conform  to  the  same  miss  as 
were  Jbid  down  in  England  in  regard 
to  medical  relief ;  but  that  was  an  oitife 
misapprehension.  EsEoept  the  power 
which  the  Medical  Boards  had  ra  dis- 
missing their  medical  officers,  there  was 
no  condition  attached  to  the  grant  in 
England  other  than  those  attached  to 

the  grant  in  Scotland. 

Sm  HENBY  SELWIN-IBBETBON 
said,  that  the  subject,  so  fiar  as  he  was 
concerned,  would  not  be  lost  sight  at 
He  could  not  promise,  even  if  he  hqp* 

fened  to  be  in  nis  present  position  next 
'arliament,  that  he  would  consent  to  sU 
that  had  been  laid  down.  The  diffieoltj 
under  which  they  had  always  labonred 
had  reference  to  Scotland  being  placed 
under  identical  positions  with  regard  to 
the  grant  as  England.  The  sobjsdi 
however,  would  recur  in  the  next  Fto- 
liament. 

OsNEBAL  Sir  OEOBGE  BALFOTJB 
also  maintained  that  the  ratepayers  had 
great  reason  to  complain  with  xegaid  to 
the  grant.  He  submitted  that  Scodand 
had  complied  with  all  the  reqnxrsmenti 
of  the  lireasury  in  rega^  to  medsoil 
officers,  except  as  to  their  remoraL 
That,  however,  could  be  easily  settled  if 
there  was  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
Treasury  to  place  Scotland,  in  legsid 
to  medical  allowances,  on  equal  tenni 
with  England.  The  fact  was,  a  luge 
body  of  men  in  Scotland  were  £- 
prived  of  a  fair  rsmoneration  fiMr  Asir 
services  because  a  bad  Poor  Law  would 
not  be  accepted  for  Scotland.  The  cos- 
ditions  thus  exacted  from  them  were  of 
a  character  that  the  Goyemment  ought 
to  be  ashamed  of,  and  when  the  6colak 
Members  went  back  to  tkeir  own  oountiy 
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oald  not  fiiil  to  make  known  to 
ople  of  Scotland  the  manner  in 
tnej  were  treated.  The  truth 
I  was  not  surprised  to  find  Irish- 
izioQS  for  Home  Bule.  England 
.  to  feel  a  total  indifference  with 
to  the  neighbouring  countries, 
interests  were  neglected  because 
ymbers  who  represented  England 
T  more  numerous  and  influential 
e  Members  who  represented  Scot- 
id  Ireland.     It  was  thus  that  bad 

■px^^iT  ^P>  ^^^  ^^^  ^  certain 
entof  the  Irish  Members  which  had 
snounoed  by  the  Prime  Minister 
em  brought  about — he  referred  to 
iting  system  of  partiality  and  en- 
nt  of  consideration  for  the  neigh- 
[poountry  Scotland  which  at  present 
d.  He  was  very  sorry  to  find  that 
retary  to  the  IVeasuiy,  instead  of 
ig  to  him,  was  carrying  on  a  pri- 
QT0nation,  and  totally  disregard- 
he  was  saying;  but  that  was  only 
see  with  ue  rest  of  the  proceed- 
'  the  Goremment.    ["  Oh,  oh!"! 

Hon.  Gentleman  who  shouted 
>h!"  was  an  Irish  or  a  Scotch 
Tt  he  would  feel  the  iron  entering 
1  at  such  treatment.  It  made  the 
and  Irish  Members  indignant 
they  found  they  could  not   get 

0.  8.  PABKER  observed,  that 

1.  Members  who  cheered  ironi- 
inild  hare  done  better  to  draw 
mtion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir 

Selwin  -  Ibbetson)  to  the  dis- 
f  he  was  committing  by  tumine 
t  upon  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
e  was  speaking,  and  engaging  in 
kte  converBation.  He  did  hope 
ey  would  have  some  assurance 
le  Gbvemment  intended  to  in- 
the  grant,  otherwise  the  Scotch 
n  would  be  under  the  necessity 
Nenting  to  their  constituents  that 
ire  <juite  unable  to  obtain  auy- 
ike  justice. 

BE^BY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
he  indulgence  of  the  House  while 
ained  that  he  had  intended  no 
fcesy  to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
r  Kincardineshire  (Sir  George 
f)  ;  but  that,  having  already  ex- 
1  his  own  right  to  speak  on  this 
lar  Vote,  he  had  taken  advan- 
the  opportunity  to  discuss  an  im- 
)  Scotcn  question  with  another 
Iffember.    If,  however,  he  had 


known  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  was 
so  touchy  he  would  have  been  more 
careful. 

Mr.  VANS  AGNEW  wished  also  to 
explain  that  the  conversation  in  which 
he  had  engaged  with  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  while  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Eancardineshire  (Sir  George 
Balfour)  was  speaking  simply  amounted 
to  this — that  he  had  been  privately  ex- 
pressing to  the  hon.  Baronet,  whose  ear 
he  had  obtained,  the  same  views  in  re- 
gard to  this  Scotch  question  which  his 
Hon.  and  gallant  Friend  had  been  ex- 
pressing publicly. 

Besolutions  agreed  to, 

Ord$r9i^  That  the  Recolution  which,  upon  the 
2nd  day  of  this  instant  March,  was  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  Supply,  and  then  agreed 
to  by  the  House,  be  read,  as  followeUi: — 
**  That  a  number  of  Land  Forces,  not  exceeding 
131,859,  all  ranks,  be  maintained  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  at  Home  and  Abroad,  excluding 
Her  Majesty's  Indian  Possessions,  dnring  the 
year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1881." 

Ordered^  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  j)rovide  during  twelve  months  for  the 
Discipline  and  Begulation  of  the  Anny. 

BiU  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Colonel 
Stanley,  Mr.  William  Henht  Smith,  and 
The  Judge  Advocate  General. 

Billj7r«»tfnrf<f,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  106.] 

VALUATION  (METROPOLIS)  ACT  (1869) 

AMENDMENT  BILL- [Bill  98.] 
(Sir  Henry  SelwiU'Ibbetsotif  Mr,   Chancellor  of 

the  Exchequer,) 

COMMITTEE. 

Bill  eoneidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  (Betums  to  be  sent  back 
to    and  retained    by    the    surveyor  of 

taxes). 

Geheral  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
asked  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  intended 
to  introduce  any  clause  into  the  Bill  to 
guard  against  any  increase  in  the  water 
rates  taking  place  until  some  settlement 
was  come  to,  as  to  the  future  supply  of 
water  to  the  Metropolis? 

Sib  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  the  question  referred  to  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  was  raised  the 
other  day  in  the  House,  and  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Home  Secretary  then  stated 
that  the  subject  was  one  of  g^at  magni- 
tude, and  could  hardly  be  dealt  with  by  a 
clause  in  the  present  Bill.  The  present 
measure  was  introduced  for  a  wholly 
different  object.     The  Government  had 
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been  obliged  to  sanction  the  non-pay- 
ment of  penalties,  or  rather  not  to  en- 
force penalties  for  incomplete  returns 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  on  the 
ground  that  the  same  amount  of  secrecy 
applied  to  these  returns  as  to  those 
which  were  sent  in  in  regard  to  the 
Income  Tax.  The  Bill  was  simply  to 
remedy  that  state  of  things,  and  to  en- 
able the  authorities  in  future  to  secure 
tlie  provisions  of  the  Act  in  regard  to 
returns  being  complied  with.  He  (Sir 
Henry  Selwin-Ibbetson)  did  not  for  one 
moment  under- rate  the  importance  of 
the  subject  referred  to  by  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Kincardineshire;  but 
it  must  be  dealt  with  in  a  separate  mea- 
sure, and  not  in  a  Bill  of  this  nature. 

Clause  agreed  to, 

Bemaining  clauses  agreed  to. 

House  resumed. 

Bill  reported f  without  Amendment ;  to 
be  read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

HYPOTHEC  ABOLITION  (SCOTLAND) 

BILL.— [Bill  84.] 

{Mr,    Vans  Agnetc^  Mr.  Baillie  Hamilton^  Sir 

George  Douglas.) 

THIRD   KEADIXG. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." — {Mr.  Fane  Agnew.) 

Mr.  RAMSAY  said,  he  had  no  wish 
to  oppose  the  Bill ;  but  he  regretted  ex- 
ceedingly to  find  that  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Vans  Agnew)  had  got  the  Bill 
passed  through  Committee  without 
Amendment  the  previous  morning,  at  a 
time  he  did  not  expect  it  to  pass  in  that 
form.  What  ho  regretted  was,  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  himself,  and  Scotch 
Members  generally,  considered  the  Bill 
susceptible  of,  and  requiring  amend- 
ment, and,  notwithstanding,  they  were 
asked  to  pass  the  Bill  in  its  present 
form.  He  did  not  think  this  was  right, 
although  he  sympathized  with  the  hon. 
Member  in  his  desire  to  have  the  Bill 
passed  through  this  stage,  so  that  it 
might  go  into  the  other  House.  It  was 
right,  he  thought,  to  take  notice  of  the 
fact  that  the  Bill  was  being  sent  admit- 
tedly in  an  imperfect  form  to  the  other 
House,  and  he  desired  to  record  his  pro- 
test, against  any  such  practice. 

Sir  Ifenry  Sehcin-Ihheteon 


Mb.  vans  AONEW  begged  to  set  a 
word  or  two  in  explanation.      The  Bill, 
he  remarked,   stood  for  Committee  on 
the  day  on  which  they  were  infonned 
of  the  approaching  Dissolution  ;  and  as 
there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  among 
Scotch  Members  in  regard  to  its  prin- 
ciple, and  no  alteration  wanted  except  as 
to  the  wording  of  some  clausee,  it  was 
considered  that  such  alterations  might 
easily  be  effected  in  "  another  place.*' 
He  had  been  in  communication  with  the 
Lord  Advocate  and  other  hon.  Members ; 
and  with  their  ooncuzrence  he  was  ad- 
vised, if  possible,  to  take  the  opportimitj 
he  had  of  passing  the  Bill  through  Com- 
mittee. The  count-out  the  previous  even- 
ing showed  that  it  would  have  been  dan- 
gerous to  postpone  the  Bill  even  for  one 
day.    He  noped  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site would  not  consider  that  he  had  tned 
to  take  any  advantage  over  Members  in 
this  matter.    He  had  eonstilted  him  as 
to  the  Amendments  that  might  be  desir- 
able, and  these  were  found  to  be  men 
matters  of  detail.   He  trusted,  therefore, 
the  House  would  consent  to  the  third 
reading. 

Oenebal  Sib  OEOBOE  BALFOUB 
bore  testimony  to  the  desire  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wigtownshire  (Mr.  Tarn 
Agnew)  for  making  the  alterations  re- 
ferred to.    The  clauses  of  the  Bill  were 
chiefly  taken  from  those  which  he  (Sir 
George  Balfour)  had  submitted  to  the 
House  in  order  to  remove  the  desire 
which  existed  to  protect  the  interests  of 
landlords.  He  had  done  his  beat  to  make 
them  as  clear  as  possible,  and,  towaids 
this  end,  had  obtained  the  services  of  a 
professional  gentleman,  the  late  Mr.  Neil 
Caird,  whose  early  dea^  waa  so  much  re- 
gretted.   Indeed,  if  he  compared  the  M 
with  some  Bills  drafted  bv  the  Ghovemmeot 
— especially  the  Army  I^Lscipline  andBe- 
gulation  Bill — it  was  perfection  itseUl 
Whatever  course  might  be  pursued  to- 
wards it  in  the  House  of  Lords,  lie 
thanked  the  hon.  Member  for  dbrawinff  19 
such  a  Bill  as  would  abolish  hypothec, 
and  would  admit  of  improvements  in  dM 
present  Act  being  introduced  befine  it 
came  into  operation;  and   he  thanked 
the    hon.    Member   for   Falkirk   Ob> 
Kamsay)    for    assenting   to  its  jIbsA 
reading. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  jMufiL 
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JIf  n  T  r  n  7^  ^  I  *^^^^  money  might  not  be  paid,  but  a 

1/  iV  o  .  ^^|j  miglit  be  hired  and  a  voter  taken 

along  with  the  hirer ;  and,  although  it 
was  said  to  be  an  illegal  payment  under 
the  Act  of  1854,  it  was  impossible  to 
find  out  what  the  penalty  for  the  pay- 
ment was.  They  had,  therefore,  a 
payment  declared  to  be  illegal,  but  no 
penalty  attached  to  it.  The  consequence 
was  that  this  provision  had  been  utterly 
disregarded,  and  had,  in  fact,  become  a 
dead  letter.  He  thought  it  very  un- 
desirable that  the  law  should  remain  in 
that  unsatisfactory  state.  It  should  be 
made  clear  one  way  or  the  other.  The 
Government,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject carefully,  thought  it  would  be  a 
strong  measure  to  make  the  conveyance 
of  voters  to  the  poll — which  was  in  itself 
an  innocent  act — a  corrupt  practice  de- 
nounced by  the  Act ;  and  if  it  was  not 
desirable  to  make  it  a  corrupt  practice, 
the  only  other  course  was  to  repeal  that 
provision  of  the  Act.  The  Government 
had,  therefore  J  come  to  the  conclusion  to 
repeal  that  provision,  and  to  make  it  no 
longer  illegal,  either  in  boroughs  or 
counties,  to  take  voters  to  the  poll  in 
cabs.  These  were  the  objects  of  the  Bill 
which  he  hoped  the  House  would  give 
him  leave  to  introduce. 

Mr.  HIBBERT  agreed  with  what  had 
been  said  by  the  Attorney  General  with 
regard  to  the  working  of  the  clause  re- 
ferred to;  but  he  (^fr.  Hibbei-t)  must 
draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  clause, 
as  originally  proposed  by  him,  was  dif- 
ferent from  that  passed  by  the  House, 
owing  to  the  alteration  made  by  the  Go- 
vernment then  in  Office.  The  alterations, 
in  fact,  made  it  unworkable.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  repeal  of  the  clause 
might  not  be  a  good  thing;  but,  at  tlio 
same  time,  he  must  withhold  his  judg- 
ment with  respect  to  the  present  pro- 
position. Ho  ccmtended  that  it  would 
have  been  much  better  to  have  made  the 
clause  more  stringent  than  to  have  re- 
pealed it.  They  ought  to  strive,  as 
much  as  possible,  to  limit  the  expense 
of  elections,  and  that  was  one  of  his  ob- 
jects in  proposing  the  clause. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  observed, 
that  he  himself  had  frequently  brouglit 
the  subject  before  the  House,  and  ho 
had  quite  expected  that  tlie  Government 
would  take  the  course  they  now  pro- 
posed. It  was  not  the  course  that  re- 
commended itself  to  him  personally,  for 
he  agreed  that  it  would  nave  been  far 


PARLIAMENTARY    ELECTIONS    AND 
CORRUPT  PRACTICES  (No.  2)  BILL. 

LEAVE.      FIBST   SEADUTG. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
JoHK  Holker),  in  moving  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  BUI  to  amend  the  Law  re- 
Imting  to  the  Conveyance  of  Voters  to 
the  Poll,  and  to  continue  the  Acts  re- 
lating to  the  Prevention  of  Corrupt 
PracticeB  at  Parliamentary  Elections, 
and  the  Acts  relating  to  Election  Peti- 
tions, said,  he  thought  he  ought  very 
shortly  to  explain  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  which  he  desired  to  introduce.  The 
House  would  be  aware  that  a  Bill  was 
brought  in  last  Session  to  carry  out,  to  a 
neat  extent,  the  recommendations  of  a 
Committee  which  sat  on  the  subject  in 
1875.  The  principal  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  was  that,  for  the  future, 
Election  Petitions  should  be  tried  before 
two  Judges  instead  of  one,  and  that  no 
one  should  be  found  guilty  of  any  cor- 
rupt practice  except  on  trial  before  two 
Jndffes.  That  recommendation,  after  a 
good  deal  of  consideration  by  the  Go- 
remment,  was  adopted,  and  was  in- 
troduced into  a  Bill  last  Session,  which 
passed  into  a  Act,  which  also  continued 
the  penalties  for  various  corrupt  prac- 
tices till  December,  1880.  It  was 
thought  desirable  to  introduce  a  Bill 
this  Session  to  continue  the  Corrupt 
Practices  Act  for  another  year,  and  also 
to  continue  the  Election  Petitions  Act, 
so  that  Election  Petitions  would  be  tried 
before  two  Judges.  That  was  an  enact- 
ment which,  so  far  as  he  knew,  had  given 
every  satisfaction  to  hon.  Gentlemen. 
There  was  another  provision  in  the  Bill 
which  he  desired  to  introduce  of  some 
importance.  By  the  36th  section  of  the 
Bepresentation  of  the  People  Act  it  was 
provided  that  it  should  not  be  lawful  for 
any  candidate,  or  anyone  on  his  behalf, 
at  an  election  for  any  borough,  unless  in 
widely-scattered  boroughs,  to  x^^y  &ny 
sum  on  account  of  the  conveyance  of 
TOters  to  the  poll,  and  payments  so 
made  were  declared  to  be  illegal  and 
eormpt.  A  good  deal  of  difficulty  had 
arisen  under  this  section  of  the  Act.  In 
the  first  place,  it  was  by  no  means  clear 
what  constituted  a  payment  of  money  in 
respect  to  the  conveyance  of  voters  to 
the  poU.  It  had  always  been  considered 
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better  to  bave  put  a  stop  to  the  practice 
in  question  altogether.  He  felt,  how- 
ever, that  the  Government  could  not 
have  carried  a  proposal  of  that  cha- 
racter. That  being  so,  the  Government 
was  driven  to  do  what  it  now  proposed, 
for  nothing  could  bo  worse  than  to  leave 
the  country  in  its  present  state  of  uncer- 
tainty. 

Me.  DODSON  complained  that  this 
Bill  had  not  been  introduced  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  Session,  particu- 
larly as  it  was  now  obvious  from  the 
Prime  Minister's  manifesto  that  the 
Government  intended  only  to  pass  the 
Irish  relief  measures  before  the  Dissolu- 
tion. Except  for  the  repeal  of  a  parti- 
cular clause,  he  could  see  no  reason  for 
the  Bill  at  all,  as  the  Corrupt  Practices 
Act  would  remain  in  force  until  Decem- 
ber, 1880.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
he  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  he 
reserved  his  judgment. 

Mb.  BTLANDS  cordially  supported 
the  views  of  the  Attorney  General,  and 
thanked  him  for  having  dealt  with  the 
Bubiect  in  the  Bill  he  was  about  to  in- 
troauce.  It  was  monstrous  that  that 
should  be  immoral  in  boroughs  which 
was  legal  and  proper  in  counties.  It 
was,  in  fact,  impossible  to  prevent  the 
employment  of  conveyances,  and  the  Go- 
vernment proposed  the  best  way  out  of 
the  difficulty.  He  should  give  the  Bill 
his  hearty  support. 

Mr.  COLMAN  said,  he  thought  it  was 
highly  desirable  that  the  important 
question  dealt  with  by  the  Bill  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  should 
be  settled  before  the  next  Election.  Ho 
wished,  however,  to  impress  upon  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  care  that  the  Heturns  of 
the  election  expenses  gave  a  full  account 
of  expenses  incurred  under  the  head  of 
conveying  voters  to  the  poll.  He  could 
not  forget  that  little  word  "  etcetera," 
frequently  applied  in  election  accounts, 
and  it  was  one  of  the  worst  words  that 
could  bo  used.  It  left  a  wide  door  open 
for  corruption ;  and  he  therefore  hoped 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would 
take  care  that  there  was  a  full  and 
special  Betum  of  all  the  expenses  in* 
curred  for  the  conveyance  of  voters  under 
distinct  and  separate  heads. 

Mb.  BAMSAT  said,  that  the  in- 
crease of  election  expenses  was  to  be 
deprecated  by  those  who  sat  on  his  side 
of  the  House.    He  could  not  understand 

Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke 


why  the  relief  of  the  conscienco  of  a 
candidate  should  be  more  regarded  than 
the  relief  of  the  conscience  of  a  ci^n- 
scientious  agent.  The  proposition  oi 
the  Attorney  General,  he  held,  would 
have  the  effect  of  making  this  practice 
of  using  conveyances  universal ;  and  h*> 
regretted  that  any  measure  should  be 
favoured  by  G^ivemment  which  would 
have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  le^ral 
expenses  consequent  on  an  election.  He. 
therefore,  protested  against  the  general 
principle,  and  especially  against  any 
such  measure  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  STANTON  hoped  the  Attorney 
General  would  take  into  consideration 
the  propriety  of  making  legal  the  issue 
of  railway  tickets  for  the  conveyance  of 
voters  to  the  poll.  

Mr.  morgan  LLOYD  regretted 
that  the  employment  of  cabs  was  to  be 
legalized  in  boroughs,  because  their  use 
was  not  necessary  in  small  boroughs, 
and  would  encourage  a  corrupt  use  of 
them.  If  necessary,  an  exception  might 
be  made  in  the  case  of  large  boroughs 
or  boroughs  with  larffe  areas. 

Mb.  H.  SAMUEISON  suggested  that 
the  difficulty  in  the  way  of  prohibition 
might  be  met  by  making  it  illegal  to  re- 
oeive  payment  for  the  conveyaiice  of 
voters.  

The  ATTOBNEY   OENEBAL  (Sir 
John  Holkeb),  in  reply,  said,  the  effect 
of  the  Bill  would  be  to  legalize  the  pay- 
ment of  expenses  for  conveying  voters  to 
the  poll,  whether  by  railway,  cab,  or 
omnibus.    The  borouffhs  of  large  aresf 
like  East  Betford  and  Shoreham  were 
excepted  from  prohibition  under  the  pre- 
sent law ;  but,  as  conveyance  was  nov 
to  be  made  legal,  it  would  not  be  nece^ 
sary  to  insert  any  exceptions. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Con* 
veyance  of  Voters  to  the  Poll,  and  to  oontiniu 
the  Acts  relating  to  the  prevention  of  CoRvpt 
Practices  at  Parliamentary  Electicmi,  and  tM 
Acts  relating  to  Election  Fetitiona,  ordtnd  to 
bo  brought  in  by  Mr.  AiroaafBT  QiarsBAL  nA 
Mr.  Solicitor  Ubxekal. 

BUlpretrnttd,  and  read  the  flrrt  tune.  [BQIlO'.] 


BATINa  OF  MAOHXHBBT  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Birlst,  Bill  to  renio^ 
doubts  as  to  the  liability  of  Machinery  to  ^ 
rated  to  the  relief  of  the  Poor  and  oUur  looti 
rates,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  BnLnt 
Mr.  HiBBERT,  and  Mr.  £riaT. 

BiUi?rtf««M/Mf,andreadtheflxsttiiiiA.[BiUM] 


Aimmti 
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IDEE     OF    THE    DAY, 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

erwi  in  Ck>mmitt6e. 

(In  the  Gommittee.) 

9i^  That,  towardfl  making  good  the 
j^ranted  to  Her  ICajeety  for  the  Service 
ear  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
9  Bam  of  £8,322,177,  bo  granted  out  of 
loiidated  Fand  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
ition  to  be  reported  To'morrow  ; 
ittee  to  sit  again  2b-m^rotr. 

Home  a^jonmed  at  a  quarter 
before  Five  o'dook. 


»^^^»^^^^^^^r^>^0^ 


0U8B    OP     L0ED8, 
nkursdaift  Uth  March,  1880. 


BS.]— Privatb  Bill— First  Beading^ 

E^atuxalixation. 

Bixxs — Firtt  Beading — Hypothec  Abo- 

[8ootland)«  (84). 

lading — Beer  Dealers  Betail  Licenses 

Imding — Referred  to  Select  Committee — 

at  Monimients  f20). 

i»— Oompaniee  Acts  Amendment  (9-35). 

Uedimg — Local  Courts  of  Bankruptcy 

ad)  *  (11) ;  Indian  Salaries  and  Allow- 

'(22),andi»MMtf. 

[JJiENTARY  REPORTING— THE 
HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

nt  from    the  Select  Committee 
he  proceedings  of  the  Committee) 
and  to  be  printed, 

JOES  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 
(The  Lord  Aberdare.) 
(90.   9.)      COMMITTEE. 

rr  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
o  Committee,  read. 

i4,  "  That  the  House  do  now  re- 
[taelf  into  Committee  upon  the 
ilL"— (2^  Lard  Aberdare.) 

>  DENICAN  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
ttee  on  the  Bill  that  day  six 
I.'  The  Bill  was  cumbrous,  and 
iefed  it  would  be  imworkable. 
leved  that  it  was  for  a  reduction 
Ity.  If  he  was  wrong,  he  hoped 
Did  be  set  right. 


Amendment    movedt     to     leave    out 

i"now")   and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
lotion  ("  this  day  six  months  '*). — (The 
Lord  Denman,) 

The  Earl  of  REDE8DALE  (Chaib- 
MAN  of  Committees)  wished  to  know 
what  the  money  that  was  retained  under 
the  Bill  was  to  be  invested  in?  He 
thought  some  greater  safeguard  should 
be  introduced  to  provide  for  future  calls, 
seeing  that  those  who  chose  to  reduce 
their  capital  would  still  be  shareholders 
with  respect  to  more  than  half  of  it. 

LoBD  ABEEDAEE  replied,  that  there 
was  a  provision  in  the  Bill  by  which  the 
money  retained  on  a  reduction  of  capital 
should  be  invested  in  securities  at  £3 
per  cent  and  not  exceeding  £4,  and  he 
suggested  that  it  might  be  invested  by 
trustees.  He  contended  that  under  the 
operation  of  the  Bill  no  increased  danger 
to  creditors  of  Companies  need  be  appre- 
hended by  those  who  shared  in  the  ob- 
jections of  the  Chairman  of  Committees 
and  the  noble  Lord  who  moved  the 
Amendment. 

Lord  SELBOBNE  was  unable  to  see 
why  a  shareholder,  who  desired  to  retain 
his  position  unaltered,  should  have  it 
altered  by  obliging  him  to  accept  interest 
at  a  fixed  maximum  or  minimum  rate, 
instead  of  receiving  a  dividend  rateably 
with  the  other  shareholders,  on  the  full 
amount  paid  up  by  him,  in  respect  of 
his  share  of  capital. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  inti- 
mated  that  ho  certainly  should  not 
oppose  the  Motion  for  going  into  Com- 
mittee, as  the  Bill  appeared  to  have  the 
approval  of  high  authorities  in  the  City 
of  London,  though  he  had  never  been 
able  to  see  how  the  end  sought  to  bo 
accomplished  was  worthv  of  the  compli- 
cated machinery  set  up  by  the  clauses. 

On  question,  that  (**  now  ")  stand  part 
of  the  motion,  resolved  in  the  affirmative; 
House  in  Conmiittee  accordingly;  amend- 
ments made ;  the  Report  thereof  to  be 
received  on  Tuesday  next ;  and  Bill  to  bo 
printed  as  amended.     (No.  35.) 

ANCIENT  MONUMENTS  BILL. 

{The  Earl  Stanhope.) 

(no.    20.)      SECOND   READINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Read- 
ing, read. 

Earl  STANHOPE,  in  moving  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
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said,  he  thought  he  was  expressing  the 
feeling  of  all  their  Lordships  in  deplor- 
ing the  destruction  of  ancient  monu- 
ments. Of  late  years  the  Castle  of 
Banbury,  and  many  other  ancient  monu- 
ments, had  been  entirely  destroyed, 
together  with  many  old  castles  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  and  this,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  obstructions, 
or  for  any  important  and  useful  purpose, 
but  merely  to  obtain  the  stone  to  mend 
roads  or  repair  cottages.  He  reminded 
the  House  that  the  ancient  monuments 
were  really  the  unwritten  history  of  this 
country;  and  it  was  suggested  that  to 
prevent  their  further  destruction  and 
entire  disappearance  the  owner  of  the 
land  should,  in  the  first  place,  before 
destroying  them,  offer  them  for  sale,  and 
that  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum, 
who  were  to  be  Commissioners  for  the 
purpose,  should  be  empowered  to  buy 
them  under  certain  conditions.  The  Bill, 
or  similar  Bills,  had  six  times  passed  a 
second  reading  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
had  been  once  examined  in  Committee, 
and  had  once  been  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  the  other  House,  which 
had  recommended  certain  modifications, 
which  had  been  adopted  in  the  present 
Bill.  During  the  discussions  on  tne  mea- 
sure in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Maidstone  (Sir  John  Lub- 
bock) had  given  a  number  of  examples 
of  the  destruction  of  interesting  ancient 
monuments.  Of  course,  if  owners  chose 
to  retain  and  take  charge  of  the  ancient 
monuments  on  their  estates,  they  could 
do  so.  His  own  opinion  was  that  the 
Bill  would  cause  all  proprietors  to  pre- 
serve their  historical  monuments.  Some 
objections  had  been  urged  against  the 
proposal  on  the  ground  of  expense  ;  but 
he  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  any  great 
expenses  could  be  incurred,  because  all 
that  these  ancient  monuments  required 
was  to  be  let  alone.  On  the  receipt  of 
a  communication  as  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Government  in  that  respect,  the  Trustees 
of  the  British  Museum  had,  on  the  27th 
July,  1 878,  resolved  to  become  the  Com- 
missioners under  the  Bill.  Annexed  to 
the  Bill  was  a  Schedule  containing  a  list 
of  the  monuments  to  which  the  Bill 
would  apply,  which  had  been  carefully 
revised  by  the  Societies  of  Antiquaries 
of  London  and  Scotland,  and  by  the 
Boyal  Society  of  Arts  in  Ireland. 
Under  the  Srd  olause  the  Commis- 
sioners would  have  power  to  apply  the 

£arl  Stanhope 


Bill  to  any  monument  which  might  ap- 
pear to  them  to  be  of  national  interv%:. 
and  which  was  not  in  a  park,  garden, 
or  pleasure  ground  of  a  private  owner; 
but  this  power  was  guarded  by  5ub«e- 
quont  clauses  in  the  Bill.  He  ventured, 
as  the  son  of  a  former  President  of  the 
Antiquarian  Society,  to  impress  upon 
the  House  the  importance  of  adopting 
this  measure. 

Moved,  * '  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*.' 
— (7%^  Earl  Stanhope.) 

The  Duke  of  SOMERSET  said,  that 
the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum  were 
not  a  proper  body  to  have  charge  of 
these  ancient  monuments.  They  had 
not  the  means  to  protect  these  interest- 
ing relics  of  antiquity.  In  this  Bill  a 
monument  had  little  reference  to  his- 
tory. The  Bill  applied  to  cairns,  dykes, 
and  mounds,  which  were  pre-historic, 
and  of  most  of  them  nothing  was  known. 
Even  Caesar's  Canop  was  doubtful.  The 
Schedule  of  the  Bill  was  imperfect  in 
what  it  contained  and  in  what  it  omitted, 
and  the  proposed  machinezy  of  the  mea- 
sure very  unsatisfactory.  Ho  did  not 
approve  the  appointment  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  British  Museum  as  the  Commis- 
sioners. On  these  grounda,  he  suggested 
that  the  Bill  ought  to  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee. 

Ea£l  DE  la  WABB  quite  agreed 
with  the  noble  Duke  that  this  Bill 
should  be  referred  to  a  Select  Commit- 
tee. There  was  a  Schedule  of  places  in 
the  Bill ;  but  the  provisionB  of  the  mea- 
sure mi^ht  be  applied  to  any  monument 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, ought  to  be  taken  care  of.  The 
owner  of  a  small  property  which  was  not 
a  park,  garden,  or  pleasure  gardeOt 
might  have  a  monument  in  which  he 
took  much  interest,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners would  be  able  to  interfere  with 
it  against  his  will.  He  was  quite  at  a 
loss  to  know  why  that  ^ould  be  so.  A 
monument  was  as  much  a  man's  pro- 
perty as  any  other  kind  of  property ;  and 
because  it  was  ancient,  was  that  a  reason 
why  he  should  be  subjected  to  restrie- 
tions  as  to  what  he  should  do  with  it? 
In  short,  an  owner  would  have  to  dsal 
with  his  properbr  as  if  he  were  a  sort  of 
trustee  of  it.  He  thought  that  an  owner 
of  an  ancient  monument  was  much  in 
the  same  position  as  the  owners  of  a 
picture  by  an  old  master. 
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Ubl  OBANVILLE  understood  that 
I  Bill  had  received  the  approval  of 

Trustees  of  the  British  Museum. 
ireTer  that  might  bo,  it  was  quite 
\x  that  the  Government  had  been  in 
imonication  with  those  Trustees,  and 
doubt  they  would  make  excellent 
ingements  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
the  objects  of  the  Bill. 
HE  Earl  of  REDESDALE  (Chair- 
r  of  Coxx riTEEs)  said,  that  he  thought 
Bill  should  not  be  passed  in  its  pre- 
;  shape.  The  rule  was  that  when  it 
•  proposed  that  an  owner's  property 
I  interfered  with  he  was  allowed  to 
leard  upon  the  question  before  Par- 
lent;  but  this  Bill  contained  the 
nge  proposition  that  a  man's  pro- 
*▼  miffht  be  interfered  with  whether 
liked  it  or  not.  He  hoped  their 
dflhips  would  not  adopt  the  course 
'  proposed  by  this  measure.  Curi- 
j  enough,  a  county  with  which  ho 

connected — Northumberland — was 
included  in  the  Bill;  yet  in  that 
ity  there  were  the  remains  of  the 
nan  Wall,  of  all  things  in  this  coun- 
the  most  interesting,  and  not  yet  in- 
led  in  the  Schedule.  There  were 
ij  other  omissions.  They  should  not 
I  this  Bill,  merely  because  it  must  be 
led,  in  a  hurry,  and  he  hoped  it 
Id  go  to  a  Select  Committee. 
HX  Earl  of  CAENAEYON  wished 
■J  a  word  or  two  in  favour  of  the 
f  and  upon  the  shape  in  which  it  had 
1  brought  before  the  House.  He 
(t  point  out  that  the  interference  al- 
sd  with  any  man's  property  had  been 
kL  down  to  the  smallest  possible 
atity.  As  originally  framed,  Com- 
lioners  were  named  in  the  Bill  who 
9  not  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
leam.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
jested  that  those  Trustees  should  be 
Commissioners,  in  order  that  the 
sr  might  be  responsible  to  the  Execu- 
He  accepted  that  proposition  as  it 
e  from  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
tgh  he  did  not  himself  think  that  the 
iteee  of  the  British  Museum  were  the 
body  to  act  as  Commissioners  under 
BilL  He  should  have  liked  as  Com- 
ionera  a  bodv  like  the  Inclosure 
imiasioners,  with  members  named  by 
Antiquarian  Societies  of  the  Three 
edoms.  The  Commissioners  would 
be  able  to  expend  monies  without  the 
tion  of  Parliament.  There  was  no 
>fc  that  most  interesting  monuments 


had  been,  and  were  being,  destroyed 
through  ignorance,  the  sordid  love  of 
money,  and  every  conceivable  folly.  In 
many  cases  woful  and  wanton  mischief 
had  been  done,  which  it  was  the  duty  of 
Parliament  and  of  an  enlightened  Go- 
vernment to  restrain.  His  noble  Friend 
(Lord  Houghton)  was  fully  justified  in 
what  he  said  as  to  the  necessity  of  an 
early  interference.  Many  most  curious 
monuments  had  already  disappeared, 
and  many  more  were  disappeariDg.  In 
a  year  or  two  there  would  bo  a  loss  to 
the  country  of  most  valuable  remains. 
These  cases  of  destruction  or  disappear- 
ance it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government 
to  restrain.  In  this  they  had  an  example 
in  the  course  followed  by  other  Qt>vem- 
ments.  In  Holland,  monuments  which 
were  almost  unique  had  been  preserved 
in  this  way.  The  Danish  Government 
had  also  taken  steps  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, and  for  years  and  years  past  the 
French  Government  had  taken  similar 
measures;  and  if  they  had  sometimes 
failed  it  was  owing  to  the  disturbed 
state  of  affairs  in  that  country.  We 
had,  indeed,  ourselves  done  something 
towards  the  same  object,  though  he 
could  not  recall  under  what  Government. 
There  had  been  a  great  outcry  that  the 
rights  of  property  were  being  interfered 
with ;  but  he  did  not  think  there  was 
force  in  that  contention  in  the  case  of  the 
Bill  before  their  Lordships.  A  few  years 
ago — about  1 0  years  ago,  he  thought — 
when  Sir  Henry  Layard  was  the  First 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  he  had 
been  requested  by  the  Society  of  Anti- 
quaries to  take  up  the  question  of  pre- 
serving the  ancient  monuments  of  this 
country.  He  hoped  that  his  noble  Friend 
would  not  press  his  objections.  The 
subject  had  been  very  carefully  con- 
sidered in  "  another  place,"  though  he 
would  not  on  that  ground  claim  that  the 
Bill  should  escape  scrutiny  by  their 
Lordships.  He  could  not  desire  that  it 
should  not  be  examined  there ;  but  he 
thought  that  the  measure  could  be  passed 
with  perfect  safety.  If  the  Bill  was  re- 
ferrea  to  a  Select  Committee  it  would 
inevitably  be  dostroved. 

The  Duke  of  KICHMOND  and 
GOBDON  said,  it  was  not  his  desire  to 
send  this  Bill  to  inevitable  destruction ; 
but  he  submitted  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee.  It  was 
just  one  of  those  measures,  dealing  as 
it  did   with  property  in  so  summary  a 
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way,  which  ought  to  receive  such  con- 
sideration as  would  be  given  by  a  Select 
Committee.  It  was  unlike  other  modes 
of  dealing  with  property,  in  that  there 
was  no  provision  for  giving  notice  to 
the  persons  affected,  except  in  the  Sche* 
dule  to  the  Bill.  There  was  no  notice 
to  anyone  that  any  part  of  his  property 
was  to  be  interfered  with.  Until  he 
read  the  Schedule  of  the  Bill,  he  was 
unaware  that  part  of  his  property  was  in- 
tended to  bo  dealt  with.  It  was,  how- 
ever, unreasonable  to  say  that  there  was 
any  intention  of  getting  rid  of  the  Bill, 
when  it  was  said  that  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee.  But  he 
objected  to  the  manner  in  which  monu- 
ments were  proposed  to  bo  dealt  with. 
His  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Carnar- 
von) had  himself  objected  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  British  Museum  being  the  Com- 
missioners, and  had  mentioned  another 
bodv  and  representatives  of  learned 
Societies  instead;  and  if  the  BiU  should 
be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  he 
would  be  able  to  recommend  to  them 
what  he  now  suggested.  He  must  say 
that  he  could  not  conceive  how  it  would 
bo  possible  for  the  Trustees  of  the 
British  Museum  to  take  possession  of 
and  preserve  the  fort  on  the  hill  of 
Boath.  He  thought  it  undesirable  that 
such  an  extreme  measure  as  that  before 
their  Lordships  should  bo  resorted  to, 
and  he  hoped  that  his  noble  Friend 
would  accede  to  the  x^^^P^sal  of  the 
noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Somerset). 

LoBD  0' HAG  AN,  as  one  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  British  Museum,  believed  that 
the  duties  which  were  cast  on  them  by 
the  Bill  would  be  well  and  adequately 
fulfilled.  They  had  consented  to  under- 
take those  duties ;  and,  upon  their  con- 
sent, it  had  been  approvoa  by  the  Trca- 
Burv.  It  was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that, 
under  it,  any  man's  property  could  be 
taken  or  meddled  with  against  his  will. 
Whatever  was  done  must  be  done  by 
voluntary  agreement.  He  referred  to 
several  sections  to  establish  this ;  and 
also  to  show  that  machinery  and  means 
were  provided  to  carry  out  its  object, 
which,  in  his  (Lord  O'Hagan's)  opinion, 
was  of  high  public  importance.  The 
monuments  which  it  sought  to  preserve 
were  not  merely  private  property.  In 
one  aspect,  the  nation  had  a  great  in- 
terest in  them  which  it  was  entitled  to 
proteot.  He  feared  that  the  loss  of  this 
Bill  would  endanger  very  many  of  them 

Th$  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon 


in  this  country  and  in  Ireland  also;  anl 
the  reference  of  it  to  a  Select  Committee, 
at  this  time  and  under  existing  cixvmn- 
stances,  would  effectually  defeat  it,  tnd 
postpone,  for  an  indefinite  period,  pnm- 
sions  which  were  at  present  a  moit 
urgent  necessity. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly. 

The  Duke  of  SOMERSET  moved 
that  the  BiU  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee. 

Earl  STANHOPE  said,  that  he  vas 
not  able  to  accede  to  the  Motion  of 
the  noble  Duke,  as  he  wished  to  pdat 
out  that  it  was  not  meant  that  an? 
person's  property  should  be  taken  ahscf- 
lutely;  but  that  if  the  owners  of  u 
ancient  monument  should  be  inclined  to 
destroy  it  they  should  be  required  to 
offer  it  for  sale  to  the  Commiasionen  it 
a  reasonable  price. 

The  Duxb  of  HICHMOXD  i5d 
GOBDON  said,  that  he  objeoted  to  tiie 
power  proposed  to  be  giyen  to  die 
Trustees  of  the  British  Mnsenm.  They 
might  come  on  to  his  property  and  is- 
teifere  with  his  method  of  taSdng  cue 
of  any  ancient  remains,  and  say  tbii 
some  other  method  should  be  followed. 

The  Earl  of  BEDE8DALE  (Ckaii- 
>CAy  of  Co^nciTTEEs)  Bupported  tibe  Mo- 
tion, and  he  would  obsOTre  that  the  B31 
came  up  from  the  other  House  on  the 
26th  of  February,  and  it  was  not  till  the 
6th  or  7th  instant  when  Notice  wis 
given  of  the  seoond  reading. 

On  Question,  resolved  in  the  aftnu- 

tive :  Bill  referred  to  a  Select  Oommittee 
accordingly. 

BEEB  DEALERS  RETAIL  UCEN8BS 

BILL— (No.  27.) 

(The  Earl  SimttAope.) 

BECOITD     BXADIirO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Seoond  Besd- 
ing,  read. 

Earl  STANHOPE,  in  moying  tii^ 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,  add, 
he  should  have  only  two  or  thzes  ts> 
marks  to  make  upon  it.  At  prosont,  il 
was  extremely  easy  to  obtain  from  tlie 
magistrates  licences  for  beer  sold  by  r^ 
tail  for  consumption  off  the  promiisi 
A  man  who  wanted  a  licence  obtaiDsl 
a  wholesale  beer  dealer's  lioenos  fvoB 
the   Excise    authorities    as   a 
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of  conne,  and  thon  went  beforo  the 
magistrates,  who  had  no  power  to  ro- 
fuae  him  unless  it  could  be  proved  that 
he  bore  a  bad  character,  or  that  his 
kooae  was  not  duly  qualified  by  law. 
The  object  of  the  Act  with  reference  to 
the  sale  of  beer  for  consumption  off  the 
premises  was  to  enable  brewers  to  dis- 
poee  also  of  their  beer  by  retail ;  but, 
in  recent  years,  small  shopkeepers  had 
taken  advantage  of  the  law,  especially 
in  acme  of  the  Northern  counties,  and 
in  the  Metropolitan  area.  lie  found 
that  in  Bradford  there  were,  in  1872, 11 
■hops  for  the  sale  of  beer  off  the  pre- 
miaes,  while,  in  1876,  there  were  418  ; 
and  in  a  certain  village  in  Durham 
erezy  ahop  had  obtained  power  to  sell 
beer  in  this  manner.  Such  a  number 
was  far  beyond  what  could  bo  necessary, 
and  he  feared  the  system  led  to  secret 
drinking,  especially  amongst  women.  A 
Tast  number  of  committees  of  magis- 
trates, both  in  town  and  country  dis- 
tricts, recommended  such  a  change  as 
tlus  Bill  proposed.  The  Bill  had  been 
before  the  otner  House  and  had  received 
the  approval  of  both  parties,  and  had  also 
receiTed  the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's 
Cknremment.  It  really  consisted  of  but 
two  enacting  clauses.  The  first  gave 
power  to  the  magistrates  to  refuse  or 
grant  a  licence  according  to  the  merits 
of  each  case.  The  second  provided  that 
lioenoes  should  be  granted  at  the  annual 
Mffftnywg  meeting  of  magistrates,  in- 
stead  o?  at  the  special  sessions.  The 
object  was  to  let  the  public  know  when 
to  apply,  and  also  that  it  might  receive  a 
more  full  consideration  than  it  might 
otherwise  do  from  the  magistrates  in- 
terested. Beally  this  seemed  a  prox>osal 
so  Tery  moderate,  and  so  much  demanded 
in  the  interests  of  temperance  and  good 
order  itscdf,  that  he  could  hardly  think 
any  serious  objection  would  be  offered 
to  it.  He  might  add  that  the  reason 
grocers'  licences  were  not  included  in 
uie  Bill  was  that  there  would  have  been 
no  chance  of  carrying  the  Bill  during 
the  present  Parliament  if  it  had  been  so 
wei^ted. 

JTssmI,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\" 
Earl  Stanhope.) 


Loax>  ABEBDABE  said,  this  ques- 
tion was  in  itself  a  small  one,  but  it  iu- 
Tolved  a  large  general  one,  which  was 
whether  the  whole  of  tho  licences  for  the 
sals  of  intoxicating  drinks   should  be 


under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrates? 
He  appealed  to  the  Government  not  to 
deal  with  the  question  in  this  piecemeal 
way.  Suppose  this  Bill  passed,  anyone 
would  be  able  to  obtain  a  bottle  of 
brandy  or  spirit  of  any  kind  from  a 
house  not  directly  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  magistrate ;  but  if  he  required  a 
bottle  of  ale  there  would  be  no  alter- 
native for  him  but  to  go  the  public-house, 
because  the  beer  dealer  could  not  sell  less 
than  a  dozen  bottles,  and  ho  would  not 
bo  likely  to  submit  to  the  discretion  of 
a  magistrate  for  a  retail  licence.  The 
very  object  of  this  licence  was  to  enable 
people  to  buy  beer  in  small  quantities  at 
other  places  than  at  the  public-house.  It 
might  be  shown  that  there  were  evils 
attending  the  sale  ;  but  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Committee  of  their 
Lordships'  House,  which  sat  two  Ses- 
sions ago,  resulted  in  their  expressing 
their  opinion  that  it  was  not  expedient 
U)  grant  the  power,  which  was  asked  for 
by  this  Bill,  to  the  magistrates ;  and  he 
could  see  no  reason  why  the  objects  it 
was  desired  to  accomplish  by  this  mea- 
sure could  not  be  realized  by  other  means. 
For  instance,  they  might  confine  this 
licence  to  persons  holding  a  wine  and 
spirit  licence.  At  present,  licences  to  sell 
beer  off  the  premises  could  be  obtained 
by  taking  out  a  wholesale  licence  at  a 
cost  of  £3  6«.  1  j^.,  and  a  retail  licence 
at  a  cost  of  £1  28,  0^^.,  or  a  total  of 
£4  %8,  2\d.\  but  the  question  arose  whe* 
thcr  this  sum  was  sufficiently  large  to 
insure  his  carrying  out  the  require- 
ments ?  He  must  satisfy  the  magistrate 
that  the  house  was  of  a  certain  annual 
value;  that  he  had  not  been  guilty  of 
any  offence  against  good  order ;  that  ho 
was  a  person  of  good  character,  and 
another  condition  which  he  did  not  at 
til  at  moment  remember.  These  matters 
being  satisfactory,  tho  magistrate  was 
bound  to  grant  the  licence.  Tho  result 
of  the  Act  of  1872  had,  no  doubt,  been 
to  restrict  public-house  licences,  and  the 
effect  of  that  restriction  had  been  to 
create  a  very  largo  number  of  these  out- 
door licences,  and  he  did  not  deny  that 
there  might  be  circumstances  in  connec- 
tion with  some  of  them  that  wore  to  bo 
regretted.  What  they  had  to  consider 
was  the  remedy ;  and  he  would  suggest 
wh other  it  might  not  bo  possible  to 
attach  these  licences  to  other  licences. 
The  spirit  dealer's  licence  was  £10  10«., 
and  his  wine  licence  £10  10«.    In  all,  a 
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person  in  that  trade  had  to  pay  a  total  of 
about  £29  a- year,  and  that  gave  a  large 
security  for  the  good  conduct  of  his  busi- 
ness. The  Committee  which  sat  upon  the 
subject  of  temperance  expressed  a  very 
strong  opinion  against  these  licences 
being  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  magis- 
trates, and  one  objection  was  that  it 
raised  fresh  vested  interests.  It  cer- 
tainly appeared  a  strong  proposition 
that  a  measure  of  this  kind,  if  it  were 
good,  should  leave  out  spirits  and  con- 
fine itself  to  beer ;  and  ho  earnestly  ap- 
pealed to  the  Government  to  reserve  to 
themselves  the  power  of  considering  the 
whole  question  at  a  future  time. 

Viscount  MIDLETON  felt  compelled 
to  give  his  hearty  support  to  this  Bill. 
He  would  not  follow  nis  noble  Friend 
into  details.  He  felt  that  the  Bill  was 
founded  on  sound  principles,  and  it  at- 
tained its  object  in  a  reasonable  way. 
Certainly,  no  one  having  any  experience 
on  the  subject  could  doubt  that  there 
was  a  real  need  for  some  change.  Ma- 
gistrates had  no  power  to  refuse  these 
licences  oven  in  cases  in  which  they  were 
satisfied  it  was  unadvisable  to  grant 
them.  He  might  appeal  to  those  who 
were  conversant  with  the  subject  whe- 
ther they  wore  not  frequently  called 
upon  to  grant  these  licences  when  the 
number  was  already  far  too  great  ?  He 
might  mention  that  in  more  than  one 
fatal  case  which  had  come  under  his 
notice  as  the  result  of  drunkenness  the 
drink  had  been  obtained,  not  from  a 
licensed  public-house,  but  from  a  place 
holding  a  licence  to  sell  off  the  premises. 
He  had  also  taken  some  trouble  to  make 
inquiries  of  the  police,  and  they  con- 
firmed him  in  the  view  that  these  houses 
were  not  subject  to  the  control  to  which 
public-houses  were  subject.  He  did  not 
think  much  could  be  said  in  regard  to 
the  arbitrary  decisions  of  magistrates 
in  cases  of  this  kind.  For  his  part,  he 
was  under  the  impression  that  the  ten- 
dency of  magistrates  was  to  leniency, 
and  that  they  were  not  generally  desirous 
of  putting  the  law  in  force  in  all  its 
severity.  They  might,  therefore,  safely 
be  trusted  with  the  powers  with  which 
it  was  proposed  to  invest  them  under 
this  Bill,  and  it  was  important  that  these 
powers  should  be  identical  with  respect 
to  the  two  classes  of  houses. 

TiiE  Eabl  of  KIMBERLEY  was 
bound  to  say  that,  though  this  was  a  very 
small  Bill,  it  raised  a  very  large  issue. 

Lord  Aherdare 


At  present  there  was  a  very  wide  dis- 
tinction between  licences  to  sell  \x(^^x 
to  be  drunk  on  the  premises  and  those 
which  authorized  the  sale  of  liquor  to  be 
consumed  off  the  premises.     Licences  f --r 
the  sale  on  the  premises  were  only  granted 
at  the  discretion  of  the  magistrates :  but 
with  regard  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  off  the  premises,  the  magistrates 
could  only  refuse  the  licence  on  statutonr 
grounds.     Either  the  house  must  not  be 
of  the  necessary  annual  yalue,  or  the 
applicant  must  have  been  guilty  of  some 
offence  against  good  order,  or  the  cha- 
racter of  the  applicant  must  bo  proved 
to  be  bad.    There  was.  therefore,  a  cletr 
distinction  between  these  two  kinds  of 
licences.     Those  on  the  premises  being 
granted  on  the  discretion  of  the  magis- 
trates, they  were  thereby  become  mono- 
polies.   There  were,  no  doubt,  some  ad- 
vantages   connected    with  monopolies: 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  then* 
were  also  drawbacks.    The  noble  Earl 
had  mentioned  that  he  had  not  inclnded 
grocers'  licences  in  the  Bill.    No  donbt 
he  had  good  reasons  for  not  including 
them  in  the  provisions  of  the  Bill.    But 
this  showed  the  necessity  for  considering 
fairly  the  suggestion  of  his  noble  Friend, 
that  these  licences  should  be  dealt  with 
as  a  whole  by  the  Government.    The 
whole  question  had  been  yexy  carefollv 
considered  by  the  Committee  on  Intem- 
perance, and  with  especial  reference  to 
grocers'  licences.  They  commenced  their 
inquiry  with  a  general  feeling  that  some- 
thing must  be  done  to  restrict  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors  by  grocers ;  bat 
the  evidence  did  not  bear  out  the  asser- 
tion that  any  such  change  was  desirable. 
The  present  measure  was  in  opposition 
to  the  conclusion  of  the  Committee ;  tnd 
ho  certainly  thought  any  change  of  the 
kind  proposed  should  be  undertaken  on 
the  responsibility  of  the  Gk>Femment 
It  was  also  very  important  that  it  should 
be  dealt  with  as  a  whole.     It  had  been 
admitted  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  wu 
to  introduce  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge 
in  order,  after  putting  a  stop  to  the  lue 
of  beer  to  be  drunk  on  the  premises,  to 
withhold  the  licences  for    the  sale  of 
spirits  to  be  drunk  off  the  premises. 
The  noble  Earl  had  referred  to  the  sub- 
ject of  secret  drinking.    He  supposed  a 
secret  drinker  was  one  who  took  nis  drink 
in  his  own  house,  an  open  drinker  being 
one  who  took  it  at  the  public-honie. 
He  confessed  he  sympathijEed  with  the 
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The  qaeetion  was,  were  they 
.  to  allow  only  the  richer  classes 
.6  to  obtain  intoxicating  liquors 

places  than  the  public-house ; 
^goinff  to  force  the  poorer  classes 

pubUo-house  ?    The  Bill  had 

leceiTed  vexy  little  attention. 
dy  by  accident,  the  other  even- 
;  he  was  made  aware  that  such 
rtant  measure  was  being  carried 
their  Lordships'  House.  It  had 
16  House  of  dommons  with  very 
CQSsion,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
Mtd  a  second  time. 
BEAUGHAMP  said,  he  thought 
e  Earl  had  ascribed  something 
)ill  which  it  did  not  possess.  It 
ply  carrying  one  step  further 
lation  of  1872-3.  By  that  Act 
parties,  who  before  that  time 
t  called  upon  to  obtain  a  magis- 
$ertificate  before  obtaining  the 

were  ooinpelled  to  do  so. 
BLlbl  of  KIMBEBLEY  denied 
I  was  so. 

BEAUCHAMP  said,  he  might 
ig  in  that  contention  ;  but  the 
irl  said  it  was  wrong  in  prin- 
at  the  poor  should  be  compelled 
the  public-house  if  they  wanted 

of  Deer,  while  the  rich  were 

to  obtain  what  they  wished 
haying  recourse  to  the  public- 
He  oextainly  did  not  understand 
in  that  sense.  He  did  not  see 
;  in  it  to  prevent  the  contiuu- 

the  present  system,  the  only 
being  that  it  should  be  properly 
1.  l%e  measure  was  in  no  sense 
one ;  and,  if  passed,  would  en- 
>  magistrates  to  exercise  a  dis- 
n  the  issuing  of  the  licences  in 
.  which  they  now  did  not  possess. 
d  always  exercised  the  powers 
1  to  them  with  wisdom  and 
ion ;  and  he  did  not  think  their 
pe  would  reg^t  increasing  the 
ind  the  discretion  they  possessed 
iresent  time.    He  supported  the 

DENMAN  also  supported  the 
le  had  always  held  that  the  Act 

would  prove  mischievous,  be- 
▼iolated  the  principle  that  every- 

■old  alcohohc  liquors  should  be 
he  control  of  the  magistrates. 
Dg  a  woman  was  supplied  from 
;e  beerhouse  when  thoroughly 
•and  such  cases  frequently  came 
nagistrates  —  surely  the  licence 


of  such  a  place  should  be  taken  away. 
The  Bill  could  do  no  possible  harm. 

Motion  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  To-morrow, 

KATZ   KATXTBAUZATION  BILL. 

A  Bill  to  naturalize  Hermann  Katz,  and  to 
grant  to  and  confer  upon  him  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  capacities  of  a  natural  bom  sub- 
ject of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen — Was  presmted 
(on  petition),  and  read  1*. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  Seren 

o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  half 

past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Tkureday,  Uth  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.]— New  Membek  Swobn— William 
Amhurst  Tyssen  Amherst,  esquire,  for  Nor- 
folk County  (Western  Division). 

Supply — considered  in  Committee — Supplement- 
ary, £1,225,200,  War  in  South  Afnca ;  avil 
Sendees  (Excesses)  1878-9. 

Wats  and  Means — comidtred  in   Committer-' 
The  Financial  Statement. 
Reiolutions  [March  10]  reported. 

Public  Bills — First  Heading — Local  Courts  of 
Bankruptcy  (Ireland)  ♦  [HO]. 

Second  Keadina — Army  Discipline  and  Begula- 
tion  (Annual)  [1061;  Parliamentary  Elections 
and  Corrupt  Practices  (No.  2)  [107]. 

SeUct  Committee  —  Report  —  Chartered  Banks 
(Colonial)  ♦  [No.  116]. 

Committee — South  Western  (of  London)  District 
Poet  Office  [90]  discharged. 

Committee — Report — Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)*. 

iZ^^or^— Chartered  Banks  (Colonial)  ♦  [4-109]. 

Considered  as  amended — Common  Law  Procedure 
and  Judicature  Acts  Amendment  *  [801. 

Considered  as  amended — Third  Reading— -ilxud- 
cipal  Corporations  (Property  Qualification 
Abolition)*  [AZ'\^  oxidi passed. 

Third  Reading — India  Stock  (Powers  of  Attor- 
ney^ *  [93] ;  East  India  Loan  (East  Indian 
Railway  Debentures)  ♦  [99]  ;  Valuation  (Me- 
tropolis) Act  (1869)  Amendment  [98];  Blind 

and  Deaf  Mute  Children*  [41],  KtA passed. 

/riMrfraM-w— County  Courts*  [6]. 


PRIVATE    BUSINESS, 

PRIVATE  BILLS.— RESOLUTIONS. 

Mh.  HAIKES,  in  moving  a  series  of 
Standing  Orders  for  the  suspension  until 
the  now  Parliament  of  Private  Bills  or 
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Bills  to  confirm  any  Provisional  Order 
or  Certificate,  stated  that  similar  Stand- 
ing Orders  were  passed  in  1859,  when 
the  General  Election  occurred  in  the 
middle  of  the  Session.  The  object  was 
to  suspend  the  progress  of  Private  Bills 
now  before  the  House,  so  that  they  might 
be  taken  up  in  the  now  House  of  Com- 
mons. He  had,  in  framing  the  Eesolu- 
tion,  carefully  followed  the  Standing 
Order  passed  in  1859,  except  in  regard 
to  Provisional  Orders.  As  such  Orders 
were  now  treated  as  Piivate  Bills  ho 
had  included  them,  and  also  the  Certifi- 
cates relating  to  Provisional  Orders  for 
the  inclosuro  of  Commons,  which  had 
certain  preliminaries  to  go  throufi;h 
before  they  could  be  brought  before  me 
House. 

Standing  Orders  for  tho  SuBponrion  of  Private 
Bills,  or  Bills  to  confirm  any  Froyisional 
Order  or  Certificate, — 

1.  Ordered,  That  the  Promoters  of  every 
Private  Bill  which  has  been  introduced  into 
this  Uouse,  or  brought  from  the  House  of 
Lords  in  the  present  Session  of  Parliament, 
•hall  have  leave  to  suspend  any  further  proceed- 
ing thereupon,  in  order  to  proceed  with  the 
same  Bill  in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament. 

2.  That  tho  Promoters  of  every  such  Bill 
shall  give  notice  in  the  Private  Bill  Office,  not 
later  tnan  tho  day  prior  to  the  close  of  the  pre- 
sent Session,  of  their  intention  to  suspend  any 
further  proceedings  thereon ;  or,  in  the  case  of 
Bills  which  shall  have  bcin  suspended  on  tho 
Report  of  a  Committee,  or  which,  having  passed 
this  House,  shall  then  be  pending  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  of  their  intention  to  proceed  with  the 
same  Bill  in  this  House  in  tho  next  Session. 

5.  That  an  Alphabetical  List  of  all  such  Bills, 
with  a  statement  of  the  stage  at  which  the 
same  were  suspended,  shall  be  prepared  by  tho 
Private  Bill  Office,  and  printed. 

4.  That  not  litter  than  three  clear  days  after 
the  next  meeting  of  Parliament,  every  Bill 
which  has  been  introduced  into  this  House  shall 
bo  deposited  in  tho  Private  IMll  Office,  in  the 
form  required  by  Standing  Order  No.  201,  with 
a  declaration  signed  liy  tho  Agent  annexed 
thereto,  stating  that  the  Bill  is  the  sumo,  in 
overj'  respect,  as  tho  Bill  with  n'spect  to  which 
procei'dings  have  l)oen  so  8UH]>ended,  at  the  last 
stage  of  its  procit-ding  in  tho  Hous4\  in  tho 
present  Sec»iun  ;  and,  whore*  any  sum  of  money 
has  been  dr-iKisited,  that  such  deposit  has  not 
been  withdrawn,  tt>gother  'with  a  certificate  of 
that  fact  from  the  j)roi>er  oflicer  of  the  Chancery 
])iviMoii  <»f  the  High  Court  of  Justice  in  Eng- 
land (T  Inland,  or  tho  C'tiurt  of  Exchequer  in 
Scotland,  as  the  caw*  may  l>o. 

6.  Tliat  such  Billn,  indorr^od  by  one  of  tho 
Cltrks  in  the  Private  Bill  Ollice,  as  having  boon 
duly  drpositid  ^^ ilh  nuh  dci-laratiuns  and  if r- 
tilicatcs  annexed,  1m»  laid  by  one  of  tlio  Clerks 
of  that  Ollico  upon  the  Table  of  tho  House,  in 
the  next  Sei»t>ion  of  Parliament,  in  the  order  in 
which  they  shall  btaud  upon  such  List,  but  not 
exceeding  60  Bills  on  any  ono  day. 

Mr.  RailceM 


6.  That  in  ren>ect  of  erery  Bill  so  laid  upon 
the  Table,  the  Petition  for  the  Bill,  and  th« 
order  of  leave  to  bring  in  the  same  in  the  pre^ 
sent  Session,  shall  be  read,  and  thereupon  ncK 
Bill  shall  be  read  a  first  time;  and  a  lecocd 
time  (if  the  Bill  shall  have  been  read  a  leond 
time  previously  to  its  being  suspended) ;  snd  if 
such  Bill  shall  have  been  reported  by  any  Con- 
mitteo  in  the  present  Session,  the  Onkr  foe  r^ 
ferring  the  Bill  to  a  Committee  ahall  be  dii- 
pensed  with,  and  the  Bill  ordered  to  lie  i^on 
the  Table,  or  to  be  read  a  third  time,  m  tht 
case  may  be. 

7.  That  in  case  any  Bill  brought  from  the 
House  of  Lords  in  the  present  Session,  i^oo 
which  the  proceedings  shall  have  been  suspended 
in  this  House,  shall  be  brought  from  the  Uoois 
of  Lords  in  the  next  Session  of  I'arliamoit,  the 
Agent  for  such  Bill  shall  deposit  in  the  Phrsfe 
Bui  Office,  prior  to  tho  first  reading  thereof,  a 
declaration,  stating  that  the  Bill  is  the  same,  in 
every  respect,  as  the  Bill  which  was  brooght 
from  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  present  Sessiop : 
and  where  any  sum  of  money  has  beoi  d^ 
posited,  that  such  deposit  hsa  not  bean  with- 
drawn, together  with  a  certificate  of  that  fsct 
from  the  proper  officer ;  and  so  soon  as  one  of 
the  Qerks  in  the  Private  Bill  Office  has  CCTtified 
that  such  deposit  has  been  duly  made*  the  Bill 
shall  be  read  a  first  time,  and  oe  fnrtiwr  pio> 
ceeded  with  in  the  nme  manner  as  Bills  intro- 
duced into  this  House  during  the  present  See-* 
sion. 

8.  That  all  Petitions  presented  in  the  pwsait 
Session  against  Private  Bills,  or  against  an^ 
Bill  to  confirm  any  Provisional  Order  or  C«ni£- 
cate,  and  which  stood  referred  to  the  Committer 
on  such  Bills,  shall  stand  referred  to  the  Cooi* 
mittees  on  the  same  Bills,  in  the  next  flesiioB  of 
Parliament. 

9.  That  no  Petitioners  shall  be  heard  bsibn 
the  Committee  on  such  Bills,  unless  their  Psii* 
tion  shall  have  been  mresented  within  the  tima 
limited  in  the  present  Session. 

10.  That  in  case  the  time  limited  for  prssmt- 
ing  Petitions  against  any  such  Bills  iaSi  ast 
have  expired  at  the  dose  of  the  present  Sssmi, 
l^etitioners  may  be  heard  before  the  CommittM 
on  such  Bill,  provided  their  Petition  be  as- 
sented previous  to,  or  not  later  than,  seven  ewi 
days  after  the  next  meeting  of  Ptaiiamsnt. 

11.  That  all  Instructions  to  Committees  oa 
IMvato  Bills  in  the  present  Session,  which  ihsU 
bo  suspended  previously  to  their  being  reportei 
by  any  Committee,  be  Instructions  to  the  Gob- 
mittees  on  the  same  Bills  in  the  next  Basrinn 

12.  That  no  new  Fees  be  charged  in  mpecfc 
of  any  stage  of  a  Bill  upon  which  Fees  hive 
already  been  incurred  during  the  present  8ei- 
sion. 

13.  lliat  all  Standing  Orders  complied  viA 
in  respect  of  any  Public  Bill  introdaoed,  « is- 
tonded  to  bo  introduced,  during  the  uiesit 
Session,  shall  bo  held  applicable  to  any  lUU  for 
the  same  objects  introduced  in  the  next  SMaiWi 
and  whero  the  £xamincr  has  already  lepoited 
upon  the  compliance  with  the  Standing  Ordaf 
in  respect  of  any  such  Bill,  he  shall  only  fsr- 
tlier  Kepurt  whether  any  new  Standing  Oidsn 
aru  applicable. 

H.  Bills  to  confirm  any  F^visional  Order  or 
Certificate  introduced  into  this  House,  or  broocht 
from  the  House  of  Lords,  in  the  pnsent  wi* 
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be  wagpmdtdf  in  order  to  be  pro- 
i  in  the  next  Seenon  of  Parliament, 
witb  reg^urd  to  any  sucb  Bills  the 
MTe  in  the  weeent  Session  shall  be 
terenpon  the  Bill  shall  bo  read  a  first 
leoond  time  (if  the  Bill  shall  hare 
■eoond  time  daring  the  present  Ses- 
if  such  Bill  shall  have  been  reported 
miittee  in  the  present  Session,  the 
referring  the  Bill  to  a  Committee 
pensed  with»  and  the  Bill  ordered  to 
)  Table,  or  to  be  read  a  third  time, 
maybe. 

all  applications  made,  and  Certifi- 
,  and  all  other  proceedings  taken 
Qoe  to  any  Bill  mtroduced,  or  in- 
9  introdaced  in  the  present  Session 
ing  any  Provisional  Order  in  respect 
locore  of  Commons,  under  **  llie 
Let,  1876,"  shall  be  deemed  to  apply 
,  introduced  for  the  same  object  in 


Standing  Order  89  be  suspended, 
6  time  for  deponting  Duplicates  of 
oents  relating  to  anv  Provisional 
Isttiflcate  be  extended  to  not  later 
fUmx  days  after  the  next  meeting  of 


the  laid  Orders  be  Standing  Orders 
lae,  and  be  printed. — {Ths  Chairman 
4  JfMflf .) 

QUSaTIONB. 


r  — BXJBSTINO    OF    THE 
'THUNDEREB"  GUN. 

;.  SAMUELSON  asked  the 
ier  Qeneral  of  the  Ordnance, 
it  U  the  case  that,  in  the  recent 
e  trial  of  the  ''Thunderer" 
iher  gaug^  incapable  of  re- 
preflsores  below  thirty-six  tons 
iiare  inch  were  used,  in  conse- 
f  which  the  actual  pressure 
nt  the  gun  has  not  been  ascer- 
ind,  if  so,  why  that  course  was 

5U8TAC3E  CECIL  :  Yes,  Sir ; 
iOtly  true  that  crusher  gauges 
so  mark  a  pressure  of  not  less 
mi.  There  is  every  reason  to 
om  the  carefiil  examination  of 
)  erasher  gauges  after  the  ex- 
rhioh,  althougn  broken,  regis- 
■eftnire  of  40  tons,  that  the  point 
it  pressure  exceeded  36  tons. 
btnil  whether,  in  any  circum- 
he  actual  pressure  which  burst 
)Ould  have  boon  accurately  as- 


OB  OFFICERS  OF  crSTOMS. 

B.  TORKE  (for  Mr.  Wait) 
'.  Ohanoellor  of  the  Exchequer, 


Whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
to  the  different  position  as  respects  pay- 
ment in  which  the  out-door  Officers  of 
Customs  at  the  outports  are  jplaced,  in 
comparison  with  the  same  Officers  at 
London  and  Liverpool ;  whether  the 
qualification  test  is  the  same;  whether 
tne  duties  and  responsibilities  are  iden- 
tical ;  and,  whether  he  can  hold  out  any 
E respect  that  the  present  inequality  will 
e  redressed  ? 

The  CHANCELLOEofthbEXCHE- 
QnEK,  in  reply,  said,  the  question  had 
been  on  several  occasions  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Treasury.  The  duties 
of  these  officers  in  the  two  places  were 
generally  similar  in  kind ;  but  in  Lon- 
don there  was  a  larger  area,  and  the 
officer  was  put  to  ^eater  expense  in 
consequence  of  the  higher  rates,  and  the 
distance  he  had  to  travel.  He  coiold  not, 
therefore,  hold  out  any  prospect  of  an 
alteration  being  made. 


AFGHANISTAN  —  MILITARY  OPERA- 
TIONS  — LOSS  OF  BAGGAGE  ANI- 
MALS. 

Dr.  CAMERON  asked  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India,  Whether  he 
can  inform  the  House  what  was  the  ex- 
tent of  the  loss  of  baggage  animals  on 
the  North  West  frontier  of  Lidia  be- 
tween the  opening  of  the'Afghan  cam- 
paign in  November  1878  and  the  month 
of  April  1879;  and,  whether  he  will 
state  to  the  House,  whether  any,  and,  if 
so,  what  arrangements  have  been  made 
to  compensate  the  owners  in  Scinde  and 
the  Punjab  of  such  animals  as  were  re- 
quisitioned and  died  when  taken  away 
for  militarv  purposes  from  agricultural 
and  other  labours  ? 

Mk.  E.  stanhope  :  Sir,  I  believe 
that  the  number  of  camels  which  died 
or  disappeared  in  the  winter  of  1878-9 
was  31,000.  We  have  not  yet  very 
complete  information  on  the  subject; 
but  wo  know  that  full  compensation  was 
ordered  to  bo  paid  on  the  spot  for 
animals  actually  certified  to  have  been 
killed  by  the  enemy.  As  regards  all 
others  the  fullest  inquiry  possible  under 
the  circumstances  was  ordered  to  be 
made  before  the  claim  was  submitted, 
the  Superintendent  of  Transport  and  the 
Commissariat  Olficcr  noting  on  each 
claim,  and  giving  an  opinion  as  to  tho 
amount  to  bo  allowed. 
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Mb.  J.  LOWTHEB  in  nplr,  uid,  ha 
could  not  reply  to  the  Queedon  u  ha 


E.  ONSLOW  ..kedtho  Under  8«te.  ''""'J  ^°-  6«iaii»  i.  h«i  .ot  tk.  »«. 
«(•  oi»t- r«  T  J-  ■nri.„*i.«-  .!.„>„  pl^tB^oc^^^nts  before  him.  Ifthehoo. 
of  State  for  India,  Whether  there    ^^,    i„„^    n^„,u \a  v;_4i. 


Mb. 

tary 

is  any  truth  iu  the  telegraphic  infor- 
mation from  the  correspondent  of  the 
"  Timoa  "  to  the  efifect  that  "the  Go- 
vernment haa  presented  a  battery  of  aix- 
pounder  guns,  with  harness,  and  2,000 
emooth-bore  Eafielda  to  Sirdar  Shere 
Ali,  theGovemorof  Caudahar;"  whether 
His  Excellency  the  Viceroy  has  any  in- 
tention of  presenting  to  other  Sirdars  in 
Afehanistan,  supposed  for  the  time  being 
to  ne  friendly  to  us,  guns  and  rifles,  and 
to  what  extent ;  and,  whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  has  considered  the 
advisability  of  allowing  His  Excellency 
the  Viceroy  the  power  of  giving  arms  to 
temporary  native  rulers  without  the  pre- 
TJouB  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Council  of  Her  Majesty's  Government? 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE  :  Sir,  I  am  afraid 
that  wo  have  no  information  on  this 
subject,  and  do  not,  therefore,  know  whe- 
ther It  is  true.  No  communication  has 
been  made  to  us  about  it.  But  I  may 
add  that  the  whole  policy  to  he  adopted 
tovarde  Afghanistan  is  the  subject  of 
constant  communication  between  the 
Viceroy  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

NAVY— THE  COASTGUARD. 

Mr.  SULLIVAN  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  Whether  it  is  intended 
to  grant  to  chief  officers  of  coast  guard 
the  same  privileges  as  regards  pay  and 
pension  as  that  granted  to  warrant 
officers  in  the  Navy,  with  whom  they 
hold  similar  rank  in  the  service? 

Mb.  W.H.  smith,  in  reply,  said,  the 
whole  subject  had  been  under  the  care- 
ful consideration  of  tho  Admiralty,  and 
that  the  conclusion  which  had  been  ar- 
rived at  was  that  it  was  not  desirable  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  existing  re- 
gulations. 

IRELAND— THE  SIITLLINGAK  ASSIZES. 
Mb.  SULLIVAN  asked  tho  Chief 
Secretary  lor  Ireland,  If,  having  regard 
to  the  evidence  and  conduct  of  tho  police 
and  the  Crown  witncsGus  on  the  trial  of 
Michael  Kelly,  Luke  Brown,  and  Simon 
Brown  at  the  last  ilullingar  Assizes,  and 
tlie  acquittal  of  the  prisoners,  it  is  his 
iutoutiun  to  direct  a  prosecution  for  per- 
jury against  certain  of  the  Crown  wit- 
nesses referred  tu  ? 


and  learned  Gentleman  would  kindlj 
postpone  the  Question,  he  might  he  ibis 
to  give  him  an  answer  on  the  following 
day.  He  would  also  ask  that  the  Qnes- 
tion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentlenm 
which  followed  next  on  the  Paper  should 
also  be  postponed. 

Mb.  SUIJJVAN  begged  to  portpese 
his  Question  at  the  requeat  of  the  ti^ 
hon.  Gtenlleman. 

MERCANTILE  MABIXE— THE  "LOnSl 

FLETCHEH"  OF  LrVEHPOOL 

(UNSEAWOETHnfESS). 

Mb.  FINIGAN  (for Mr.  BiooAB)uked 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  order 
aproseoutionof  theownersof  the"LouiM 
Fletcher  "  for  attempting  to  send  that  TM- 
sel  to  sea  in  on  unsea worthy  state ;  and. 
whether  he  ordered  a  proper  aurrey  of 
the ' '  Maha-Buleshwor' '  at  Falmouth  with 
a  view  to  the  prosecntion  of  the  ownerof 
that  vessel,  if^deemed  to  be  liable  for  > 
similar  offence  against  the  Law  ? 

ViscouKT  SANDON  :  Sir,  I  hare  on- 
suited  my  legal  adviser  oa  I  onnouncai, 
and  I  am  advised  that  the  ownen  of  ths 
Louittt  Fhtehn-  cannot  be  ^iroaecuted  in 
this  cose,  information  having  been  »- 
ceived  that  before  she  left  Londcmiks 
had  just  been  eurveyed  by  Lloyd's,  tad 
continued  in  her  cIbm,  and  that  be&n 
she  left  Plymouth  the  defect  in  the  nt 
der,  which  had  arisen  at  sea,  woa  put 
right,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  local  m- 
reyors.  The  matters  connected  wiAthi 
state  of  the  forecastle  do  not  oome  withii 
the  category  of  unseaworthineae,  so  tbit 
it  is  at  once  apparent  that  tliereilDO 
case  for  a  prosecution.  With  regard  to 
the  case  of  the  MaluhBuUthnr,  at  Fal- 
mouth, I  had  no  opportunity  of  oiderii{ 
any  survey,  as  the  abip  was  towed  <^to 
sea  before  the  facte  were  brought  tony 
notice.  I  am  advised,  therefore,  that  I 
could  not  prosecute  in  this  case.  I  tbiok 
it  only  due  to  all  oonoemed  that  ths 
Papers  in  these  two  oases  should  beliiil 
upon  the  Table. 

THE  SALE  OF  DTJPUCATE8  IS  THE 

BRITISH  UU8EUU. 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  asked  tlte  K«bt 

Honourable  Member  for  CambridgellH- 
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Tsruty,  If  it  is  true,  as  stated  in  the 
"SUodard"  of  9tli  March,  that  the 
^^nstem  of  the  British  Museum  propose 
to  oell  hj  auction  in  the  month  of  April  a 
large  and  valuable  collection  of  duplicate 
priota,  man;  of  them  otiKinal  works  of 
the  great  engrsTers;  an^  if  so,  why  it 
ia  that  the  Trustees  do  not  avail  them- 
lelvea  of  the  powers  conferred  upon 
dtam  two  years  ago  to  distribute  such 
doplicatea  amongst  the  muaeums  of  the 
great  proriacial  towns,  which  contribute 
•0  lai^ely  by  taxation  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  Britieh  Museum  7 

Ma.  SPENCEE  WALPOLE,  in  reply, 
■aid,  there  were  old  Acts  of  ParliamcDt 
of  the  7th  Geo.  III.,  in  which  ozpress 
power  was  given  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
British  Museum  to  sell  duplicates  in 
the  collection  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
ahaaiDg  other  prints.  That  power  had 
TBiy  rarely  been  exercised — never,  he 
bebered,  or,  at  least,  hardly  ever,  except 
fiir  special  purposes  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  Treasury ;  but  the  occasion  which 
had  arisen  for  resorting  to  that  power 
was  a  somewhat  peculiar  one.  A  few 
veeka  ago  an  o^r  was  made  to  the 
Knstees  of  a  very  important  collection 
of  drawings  and  illustrations  of  Old 
Loodon,  lowing  the  character  and 
grovth  of  the  Metropolis.  That  offer  was 
made  at  a  ver^  much  larger  sum  than 
the  amount  which  was  granted  annually 
fi»r  prints;  and  there  were,  therefore, 
only  two  other  ways  in  which  the  pur- 
chase could  be  effected.  There  might 
have  been  an  application  for  a  special 
pant;  but  it  could  not  have  been  ob- 
tained in  the  present  year  owing  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Treasury ;  and,  con- 

Suantly,  the  only  other  alternative  was 
ler  to  forego  the  purchase  of  this  very 
Talaable  and  interesting  collection,  or  to 
Biakfl  it  by  the  sale  of  such  duplicates 
M  they  had  in  the  Museum,  whicli  the 
^ufltees  resolved  to  do  rather  than  let 
the  proffered  prize  slip  from  their  hands. 

PAftLlAMEXTARY  ItEPOltTIXG— TlIK 
KEIfJ [ITERS'  tlALI.KKY. 
Ma.  HIBBERT  asted  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  'Whether  it  i^  tho  in- 
teotion  of  the  (Government  to  propose  a 
small  Vote  in  Supply,  in  order  to  give 
effect  to  tho  urgent  rocommcnilatiims  of 
the    Cummittco  on  rarliaiuciitary   lie- 
porting,  as  to  the  debirabtenuss  of  pro- 
viding increaaed  accommodation  in  tho 
VOU  CCLT.       rTi'iR"  sKRTFs."; 


Heporters'  Gallery  of  the  House  of 
Commons  for  the  representatives  of  pro- 
vincial newspapers  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  smith,  in  reply,  said, 
that  the  Government  thought  it  would 
be  the  better  course  to  leave  this  ques- 
tion to  the  consideration  of  the  new  Par- 
liament. It  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  propose  any  Vote  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  this  Session. 

SCOTCH  FISHERIES  COMMISSION- 
LOANS. 

Mb.  grant  duff  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  with  reference  to 
bis  reply  to  the  late  Member  for  Elgin- 
shire in  the  year  1878,  Whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  has  now  been 
able  to  come  to  any  conclusions  as  to  the 
Becommendations  made  in  the  Supple- 
mentary Beport  of  the  Scottish  Fisheries 
Commission  regarding  the  improvement 
of  Harbours  upon  the  East  Coast ;  whe- 
ther they  are  able  to  agree  with  the  Be- 
commendations  of  the  Commission  or 
with  any  of  them,  and,  if  so,  with  which ; 
and,  further,  whether  they  see  their  way 
to  encouraging  local  effort  for  harbour 
improvement  in  any  way  not  suggested 
by  the  Commission ;  and,  if  so,  how  ? 

SiK  HENRY  8ELWIN-IBBET80N: 
Sir,  tho  Scotch  Fisheries  Commissioners 
recommended— 1 .  That  the  conditions 
on  which  the  existing  grant  for  the  im- 
provement of  harbours  on  the  East 
Coast  was  given  should  be  made  more 
stringent.  2.  That  Government  should 
confine  its  action  to  granting  loons  to 
the  local  authorities  through  the  Public 
Works  Loan  Commissioners.  They  re- 
comnieniled  increased  stringency  in  rais- 
ing the  local  contributions  from  one- 
third  to  two-thirds  of  the  cost ;  and  that 
dues  should  be  charged  and  applied  for 
tho  improvement  of  tho  hortjoiir.  I 
myself  agree  in  the  recommendations 
tliat  the  loans  should  be  through  the 
I'ublic  Works  Loan  CommissLonors,  and 
that  dues  should  bo  levied.  And  I  think 
that  uvidcnco  of  tho  co-operation  of  tho 
locality  should  bu  shown  by  a  fair  local 
contribution.  When  such  eirort  in  shown 
I  shall  bo  prepared  to  recommend  the 
loan  in  aid  should  bo  granted. 

THE  IHSTliESS  IS   IRELAND— THE 

KEKDS  (lilKLAMl)  ACT. 
M-iJon  N(.H.AN  askt-d  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland,   If  tho  Local  Go- 
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vernment  Board  have  received  informa- 
tion as  to  the  amount  of  seed  which  the 
guardians  of  the  scheduled  unions  pro- 
pose to  sell  to  each  occupier  of  land; 
if  the  Local  Government  Board  are 
satisfied  that  all  the  scheduled  unions 
are  prepared  to  grant  a  sufficient  supply 
of  seed  to  fulfil  the  purpose  of  the  Seed 
Act  and  to  enable  all  occupiers  under 
£15  a-year  to  sow  a  sufficient  breadth  of 
land ;  and,  if  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  not  satisfied  with  the  maxi- 
mum limits  which  the  guardians  have  in 
some  unions  placed  on  the  issue  of  seed, 
do  the  Local  Government  Board  intend 
to  take  steps  to  extend  those  limits  ? 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER:  Sir,  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  no  desire  to 
needlessly  interfere  with  the  Guardians 
in  the  exercise  of  their  duties.  In  some 
cases,  however,  complaints  have  been 
made  to  the  Board  that  the  supply  of 
seed  was  not  adequate,  and  in  those  in- 
stances inquiry  will  be  made.  The 
general  principle,  however,  acted  upon  is 
that  on  the  Guardians  will  fall  the  re- 
sponsibility of  carrying  out  the  Act.  I 
understand  that  140  Unions  have  ex- 
pressed their  willingness  to  put  the  Act 
into  operation. 

THE    DESPATCH  OP  INDIAN   TROOPS 
TO  MALTA— THE  RETURN  OF  COSTS. 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Why  a  Return, 
ordered  by  the  House  on  the  27th  of 
March  last,  as  to  the  cost  of  bringing 
the  Indian  Troops  to  Europe  in  1878, 
has  not  yet  been  furnished  to  this 
House ;  and,  whether  he  will  cause  such 
Return  to  be  forthwith  laid  upon  the 
Table  and  printed  and  circulated  ? 

Colonel  STANLEY,  in  reply,  said, 
that  as  his  name  was  attached  to  the  Re- 
turn, perhaps  he  might  be  allowed  to 
answer  the  Question.  The  figures  or- 
dered by  the  House  in  the  Return  re- 
ferred to  reached  this  country,  he 
thought,  in  Jime  last  year ;  but  doubts 
were  expressed  as  to  their  correctness, 
and  it  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  make 
communications  to  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject.  The  figures  were 
about  to  be  presented  to  the  House  the 
other  day,  but  appeared  to  require  still 
further  correction,  and  a  telegram  had 
been  despatched  to  India  asking  that  the 
figures  might  be  verified  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible.    That  was  the  reason  why  the 
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Return  had  not  been  presented.  Witk 
regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question,  it  would  beobrioosly 
inconvenient  to  present  a  Return  the 
figures  of  which  they  did  not  know  to 
becorreot. 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  said,  he  felt  bound 
to  press  for  a  Airther  explanation  of  tbii 
matter;  and,  in  case  or  need,  he  most 
do  what  he  had  never  done  since  he  had 
been  a  Member  of  the  House,  and  more 
the  adjournment  of  the  House.     The 
Question  affected  somewhat  the  Privi- 
leges of  the  House,  and  it  was  only  fair 
to  state  that  he  asked  three  Questions 
respecting  this  Return  in  the  last  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  and  on  the  last  day 
but  one  in  that  Session  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India  informed  him 
that  he  had  laid  the  Return  npon  the 
Table.  That  announcement  was  received 
with  a  good  deal  of  mirth  from  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen behind  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India ;  and  when  he  (Mr.  linn- 
della)  went  into  the  Library  next  day  he 
found  a  blank  sheet  of  paper.    He  had 
been  to  the  Library  again  and  agais; 
but  no  Return  had  been  furnished.    He 
had  applied  to  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  again,   and  had  been 
referred  to  the  Seoretazy  of  State  for 
War.    They  were  told  that  a  Retnn, 
which  was  professedly  laid  on  the  TsU« 
on  the  13th  August  last,  oould  not  be 
produced,  and  they  were  going  to  diKUM 
this  question  in  the  countxy  without  the 
figures  before  them.    Now,  seeing  thit 
the  Return  referred  to  what  took  pisoe 
two  years  ago— it  was  two  years  m» 
the    Indian    troops   were    Nought  to 
Europe — he  asked  the  Ghanoellor  of  thi 
Exchequer  why  it  was  they  oould  nol 
have  the  figures,  and  how  on  earth  thi 
accounts  were  made  up  without  thiinP 
He  begged  to  move  the  adjounment  of 
the  House. 

Mb.  OHAMBERLAIN  seconded  dia 
Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propowd, 
''  That  this  House  do  now  adioun."— 
{Mr.  Munddla.) 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  he  would 
take  upon  himself  whatever  blame  theis 
might  be  for  the  delay  which  hadarisio. 
As  the  House  would  see,  howerer,  be 
had  been  actuated  in  what  he  had  dons 
by  a  desire  to  procure  information  of  s 
perfectly  accurate  character.  He  wu 
speaking  without  notes  before  Uimss 


Slaf. 

-^,  and  will  shortly 
lIit  Majpsty'B  Oo- 
'  i[i  that  it  would  bt 
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ncB. 

^ZLET  asked  the 
Ml(?  for  India,  If, 
'   reuent    order   of 

'  'ijlisliue  the  grade 
<'>d  roducosthenum- 

ina  gmieraJ  in  the 
■.'ii;e  iu  all  three  Pre- 
■  iipaots  the  actuary'^ 
liuul  rutiriag  annui- 
I'lO  jntootioa  of  Go- 
i-'tructione  to  the  In 


'f  aorvtcs  which  pro- 
-idcncy  prior  to  tho 
I  der  referred  to,  and 
'1  incdicfLl  ofKcecs  of 
>i  Eoftt  India  Com- 
i^hta  and  privileges 

•PE:  Sir,  my  noble 
Y  of  State  for  ludia 
UcmorinlB  asking' 
uf  tlia  recent  Oi-dor 
I?  grade  of  BUrgeon 
u««  tho  uurabor  of 
-leral.  They  are  now 
tion  of  tho  Soarttttuy 


■Ud  CLERICAL  STAFF. 

I  iD  asled  the  Secretary 

'■,    Whpthor  tho  scheme 

.iiiiation  of  the  Oat-port 

.  i>:al  Stair,  which  it  ia  uudor- 

"ubmiltdd  to  thn  'iVeasury  in 

ri<:r  la»t,  ha§  received  final  non- 

.'iun;  if  not,  when  may  the  deci- 

tto  expected  to  be  arrived  at  ? 

ulB.  GRANT  askffd   the  Sotretary  to 

The  Treasury,  If  the  exceptions  talten  by 

tbe    GomDiiasiouers  of   Her    Majesty's 

Ouatoms  to  the  scheme  issued  by  tho 

liords  of  tho  Treasury  for  the  reoi^an- 

ization   of    tho  Clerical    Branch   oftho 

Castoms   Out-porta.   referred  tti  in  tho 

Secretary  to  the  TroBsury's  answer  to 

the    honourable     Member     for     West 

Ohoshire  of  date  Uth  February,  luirq 
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Betum,  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  declared  it  had  been  laid  on 
the  Table  when  it  had  not  been.  He 
ought  to  have  explained  at  the  time  that 
it  was  only  a  dummy,  and  told  when  the 
real  one  would  be  produced. 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  hoped  the  House 
would  allow  him  to  make'  a  personal  ex- 
planation, after  the  attack  made  upon  him 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr. 
Anderson) .  The  facts  were  simply  these : 
When  the  Question  was  put  to  him  he 
understood  that  his  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
had,  the  day  before,  laid  the  Eeport  on 
the  Table,  in  the  way  commonly  adopted 
— namely,  in  dummy.  It  turned  out 
afterwards  that  the  information  received 
was  not  altogether  accurate ;  and  for  that 
reason,  and  for  that  reason  alone,  the 
delivery  of  the  Hetum  was  delayed. 
The  object  of  giving  a  dummy  Betum 
was  that  hon.  Members  might,  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  information  required.  In 
this  case,  if  a  dummy  Hotum  had  not 
been  presented,  and  if  it  had  turned  out 
that  the  information  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  was  correct,  the  House  would 
never  have  had  it  at  all  until  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next  Session. 

Mr.  CHAMBEELAIN  said,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  told  the  House  that  the 
approximate  cost  of  bringing  the  troops 
to  Malta  was  £470,000  ;  but  he  under- 
stood the  cost  of  freight  alone  was  some- 
thing like  £760,000.  He  wanted  to 
know  the  total  cost  of  bringins^'  the 
troops  to  Malta,  and  under  what  heads 
of  expenditure  the  amount  was  to  be 
distributed?  With  the  telegraph  at 
work,  the  accounts  ought  to  have  been 
obtained  from  India  in  less  than  12 
months.  He  asked  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  let  the  House  have  full 
and  explicit  information  on  all  the  points 
which  nad  been  brought  under  notice. 
They  were  not  particular  as  to  a  thou- 
sand or  two ;  but  the  statement  for  which 
he  contended  was  one  which  would  show 
the  expenditure  as  estimated  by  the  Go- 
vernment, showing  the  whole  amount 
distributed  under  different  heads. 

Mr.  ONSLOW  was  of  opinion  that 
this  discussion  had  been  got  up  alto- 
gether for  electioneering  purposes.  The 
difficulty  of  reconciling  questions  of  ac- 
count between  the  Home  and  Indian 
Qovemments  was  very  great,  as  might 
be  seen  from  the  fact  tnat  a  sum  had 

Mr,  Anderson 


just  been  voted  by  Parliament  towards 
the  cost  of  the  Abyssinian  Expedition, 
which  took  place  12  years  ag^. 

Mr.  DODSON  thanked  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  reminding  the  House  of  what 
took  place  in  regard  to  the  expenditure 
on  the  Abyssinian  War.  Possibly  theie 
might  be  the  same  differences  and  dis- 
crepancies as  to  the  cost  of  the  Afghan 
War.  He  wished  to  ask  whether  the 
£470,000  which  had  been  mentioned 
was  only  for  the  journey  one  way,  or 
whether  it  included  the  coet  of  taking 
the  troops  back?  and  h6  suggested  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  (Mr. 
Mundella)  that  he  should  bring  forward 
a  Motion  for  the  production  of  the  Cor- 
respondence between  the  authorities  in 
India  and  the  Home  Government,  which 
Correspondence  would  show  what  was 
the  amount  claimed  on  either  side,  and 
what  was  the  maximum  of  the  figures  in 
dispute  between  the  two  Governments. 

Mr.  LAING  thought  this  debate  should 
not  terminate  without  a  distinct  state- 
ment whether  that  £470,000  included 
the  whole  cost,  or  was  merely  the  ad- 
justment between  the  War  Office  and 
the  India  Office  for  extra  pay  to  the 
Forces,  and  did  not  indude  the  cost  of 
the  transport.    If  the  cost  of  transport, 
which  was  understood  to  be  £750,000, 
was  in  addition  to  this,  it  would  be  most 
unfair  at  any  time,  and  especially  on  the 
eve  of  a  General  Election,  when  a  great 
question  of  policy  was  coming  on,  not  to 
state  it. 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE  observed,  that  he 
had  been  called  upon  suddenly  to  make 
a  statement  on  a  question  of  ucts.  He 
had  no  idea  that  he  should  be  called  upon 
to  make  such  a  statement  that  ni^t, 
and  he  had  not  been  able  to  refresh  hit 
memonr  bv  reference  to  documents.  H 
hon.  Members  desired  to  act  fairly,  thej 
should  give  Notice  of  a  Question  onthii 
subject.  He  would  then  give  them,  withoat 
a  moment's  hesitation,  such  fimres  as  he 
was  able  to  produce.  He  hi^  told  the 
House  already  that  he  had  given  almoet 
the  exact  figures. 

Mr.  mundella  said  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India  must  be  aware 
of  previous  answers  which  had  been 
given  to  him  on  the  question.  The  hoo. 
Gentleman  also  knew  that  he  hadspeken 
to  him  in  the  Lobby  about  it.  What  he 
desired  was  a  detailed  aocount,  and  he 
now  gave  Notice  that  to-monow  he 
would  ask  the  ChanoeUor  of  the  Exche* 
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quor  to  order  the  complete  Betum  to  be  Nicaragua  are  complete,  and  will  shortly 
laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  as  soon  be  exchanged ;  but  Tier  Majesty's  Go- 
as  poauble.  ^  vemmont  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
Ha.  STTLLrVAN  wished  to  ask  the  prejudicial  to  the  public  interest,  pending 
Qoremment  a  Question  with  regard  to  an  inquiry  on  the  subject,  that  any  of 
the  Belief  of  Distress  (Ireland)  Bill,  the  proceedings  should  be  laid  before 
That  important  measure  was  put  on  the  Parliament. 
Paper  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  and  many 

of  ue  Irish  Members  remained  in  town  INDIA— INDIAN  AKMT  :medical 

at  Tety  serious  inconvenience,  in  order  SEKVICE. 

to  transact  that  business.    They  Ustened  gj^  thqmAS  B.IZLET  asked  the 

to  a  most  interesting  debate,  or  rather  ^nder  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If, 

to  an  able  and  interesting  speech  from  j^  consequence  of  the  recent  order  of 

^®  J^^^Ar^S*'?,""?  *»»«  Member  for  Government  which  abolishes  the  grade 

Cheater  (Mr.  Baikes) ;  and  immediately  ^f  surgeon  general  and  reduces  the  num- 

*if?^  "4  **'""'  the  word  went  round  ber  of  deputy  surgeons  general  in  the 

that  the  House  wa^  to  be  counted  out,  j^^j^^  U%d.^ai  Service  in  aU  three  Pre- 

althoagh  the  Irish  Behef  BiU-tho  Bill  gidencies,  and  which  upsets  the  actuary's 

which  WM  to  reheve  the  starving  people  calculations  for  medical  retiring  annul- 

of  Ireland-was  on  the  Orders.     He  had  ^^      whether  it  is  the  intention  of  Go- 

expreased  his  increduhtjr ;  but  he  was  yernment  to  issue  instructions  to  the  In 

told  that  before  another  right  hon  Gen-  ^j^^  Government  to  grant  to  medical 

tieman  from  the  front  Opposition  Bench  ^g^^^^g  „„  retirement  the  annuities  after 

could  speak  the  House  was  to  be  counted  ^^e  average  period  of  service  which  pro- 

oat,morder  that  the  railway  *,«p/oy|,  y^ji^^  -^^^^.y^  Presidency  prior  to  the 

might  know  that  "  Codlin  was  the  fnend,  publication  of  the  order  referred  to,  and 

aad  not  Short."    From  the  Government  J^ereby  to  secure  to  medical  officers  of 

nde  of  the  House  two  attempts  were  the  late  Honourable  East  India  Com- 

made  to  cpm>t  out  the  House  and  the  ,^  ^^^^^  the  rights  and  privileges 

Insh   Belief  BiU;    and,    despite    their  guaranteed  by  Parliament  ? 

efforts  to  keep  the  House,  the  non-action  »  ^^   ^  STANHOPE:  Sir,  my  noble 

of  the  Government  \Vhip8  was  too  clever  F^end  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 

for  them,  and  the  Insh  Behef  BUI  was  ^^  received  several  Memorials   asking 

shunted.     He  now  appealed  to  the  Go-  ^^^  ^  modification  of  the  recent  Order 

Temment  to  say  when  they  were  to  have  ^^:^^^  abolishes  the  grade  of  surgeon 

an  opportumty  of  discussing  the  Lords  ^^^^^j    ^„^    reduces    the   number  of 

Amendments  to  the  Bill,  for  many  hon.  §       ^    surgeons  general.     They  are  now 

OenUemen  were  anxious  to  get  away  to  un^jer  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary 

their  constituencies  as  soon  as  possible,  ^f  gt^te  in  CouncU. 
and  he  asked  the  Government  to  let  them 

the  question  that  evening.  oUT-rORT  CUSTOMS  CLEKICAL  STAFF. 


Motion,  by  leave,  u^ithdrawn.  ^^   NORWOOD  asked  the  Secretary 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  NICARAGUA—  to  the  Treasury,   Whether  the  scheme 

THE  PENDING  ARBITRATION.  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Out-port 

Captain  FIM  asked  the  Under  Secre-  Customs  Clerical  Staff,  which  it  is  under- 
tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  re-  stood  was  submitted  to  the  Treasury  in 
ference  to  the  pending  arbitration  of  the  September  last,  has  received  final  con- 
Emperor  of  Austria  between  Great  sideration ;  if  not,  when  may  the  deci- 
Britain  and  Nicaragua,  Whether  the  sion  be  expected  to  be  arrived  at  ? 
"  case  "  of  this  Country  is  completed ;  Mr.  GRANT  asked  the  Secretary  to 
and,  whether  he  wUl  place  upon  the  the  Treasury,  If  the  exceptions  taken  by 
Table  of  the  House,  as  an  unopposed  the  Commissioners  of  ller  Majesty's 
Betum,  the  Correspondence  in  respect  Customs  to  the  scheme  issued  by  the 
to  the  matters  in  dispute  between  Great  Lords  of  the  Treasury  for  the  reorgan- 
Britain  and  Nicaragua,  together  with  ization  of  the  Clerical  Branch  of  the 
the ''case"  of  Nicaragua;  and,  if  com-  Customs  Out- ports,  referred  to  in  the 
pleted,  that  of  Great  Britain  ?  Secretary  to  the  Treasury's  answer  to 

lia.  BOURKE:  Yes,  Sir;   both  the  the    honourable     Member     for    West 

of  Great  Britain  and  the  case  of  Cheshire  of  date  11th  February,  have 
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yet  been  conwdered  by  their  Lordships  ;  ; 
and,  whether  the  scheme  will  be  issued  J 
before  the  dissolution  of  Parliament.       i 
Sib  HENRY  SELWIN-IBBETSON:  ; 
Sir,  a  letter  was  written  from  the  Trea-  ; 
sury  to  the  Board  of  Customs  on  the  6th 
instant,  which  finally   disposes    of    all . 
points  of   diflference  between    the  two  | 
Boards  in  regajxl  to  the  scheme  for  re-  | 
organization  of  the  Out-port  Customs 
Clerical    Staff.     The    scheme    will   be 
brought  into  operation  forthwith. 

EAST  INDIA  (3IR.  ^V1LLIAM  TAYLER). 

Sir  EARDLEY  WILMOT  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If  he  has 
any  objection  to  lay  before  Parliament, 
and  to  have  printed  and  circulated  for 
the  use  of  Members,  before  the  Dissolu- 
tion, Mr.  William  Tayler's  Reply  to  the 
Minute  of  Sir  Frederick  Halliday,  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Commons  at  the 
close  of  last  Session  ? 

Mb.  E.  stanhope  :  Sir,  if  any  hon. 
Member  likes  to  move  for  Mr.  Tayler's 
reply,  we  shall  offer  no  opposition  and 
will  lay  it  upon  the  Table.  The  date 
when  it  will  oe  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Members  depenos  on  the  printers ;  but, 
looking  to  its  length,  I  should  very  much 
doubt  its  being  completed  before  the 
Dissolution. 

LONDON  WATER  COMPANIES— METRO- 
POLIS VALUATION  ACT,  1869. 

Mb.  GOSCHEN  :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  he  has  considered  the  possi- 
bility of  taking  steps,  by  a  Bill  or  other- 
wise, to  prevent  the  Water  Companies 
in  the  Metropolis  from  further  raising 
their  rates  to  the  consumers  on  the 
strength  of  existing  Acts  of  Parliament, 
pending  further  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject ?  Perhaps  the  House  will  allow  me 
to  explain  that  when  I  used  the  words  on 
the  strength  of  existing  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, I  am  thinking  of  the  Metropolis 
Valuation  Act  of  1869,  under  which  the 
Companies  have  raised  their  rates  when 
it  was  not  intended  by  the  framers  of 
that  Act  or  by  Parliament  that  they 
should  do  so. 

Me.  ASSHETON  CROSS :  Sir,  I  could 
not  quite  understand,  until  the  right  hon. 
Qenueman  gave  his  explanation,  whether 
he  was  referring  to  the  Metropolis  Valua- 
tion Act,  or  the  Local  Acts  wmch  regulate 

Mr,  Orant 


the  Companies.    There  is  no  doubt  xhhx 
the  Metropolis  Valuation  Act  was  passed 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  proper  va- 
luation in  the  Metropolis  for  the  speeial 
purpose  named  in  the  Act.     Ther?  eta 
be  equally  no  donbc  that,  oonsiderxD^^ 
what  the  •Tmiml  ralne  of  propextj  was, 
the  Water  Companies  did  takeadTia- 
tage  of  that  Vamation  Act.  and  rused 
their  rents  oonstderably.       Pariiament 
took  no  notice  of  the  matter,  and  it  hts 
gone  on  to  the  present  time.  Bents,  bow* 
ever,  are  not  determined  by  the  Statate. 
but  by  the  Companies'  own  Acts,  acd 
the  only  thing  in  dispnte  is  as  to  what 
is  ftt^wnitl  value.     But  in  regard  to  thii 
the  consumer  has  predselj  the  same  re- 
medy as  he  had  before  the  passing  of 
the  Act ;  and  he  may,  if  he  thinks  him- 
self aggrieved,  go  before  two  Justices. 
In  the  case  of  a  Company  having  afizsd 
price,  either  in  the  case  of  railway  fares, 
or  gaSf  or  waterworks.  Parliament  never 
alters  that  price  so  fixed  onless  the  Com- 
pany applies  to  Parliament  for  farther 
powers.    In  one  particular  case— tkit 
of  the  Southwazk  and  Tanxhall  Com- 
pany— who  are  at  present  applying  for 
further  powers,  the  House  may  depend 
upon  it  that  I  ahaUtake  care  that  ample 
precaution  is  taken  against  any  adoi- 
tional  rates  being  imposed ;  and  I  sm 
prepared  to  state  that  if  I  find,  on  the 
part  of  the  Companies,  any  intention  of 
raising  rents  for  the  pnrpoee  of  enhane- 
ing  the  price  to  be  paid  for  oompenss- 
tion,  I  would  recommend  Parliament  to 
pay  no  attention  whatever  to  soeh  ang- 
mentation. 

ABMT-CAMPS  OF  IXSTRUCnOS. 

Mb.  MABK  STEWART  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether,  in 
consideration  of  the  great  distance  of 
Shoebuiyness  as  an  Artillery  Volunteer 
Camp  and  place  of  competition  for  heafj 
ordnance,  ,the  Qovemment  propose  to 
form  a  camp  of  instruction  in  oootltnd 
or  north  of  England? 

CoLOXEL  STANJiET,  in  reply,  said, 
that  inquiries  had  been  made  as  to  the 
establishment  of  a  camp  of  instmctioa  in 
the  North,  and  the  authorities  had  re- 
ported on  the  suitability  of  a  partieolsr 
place,  which  he  need  not  specify,  but 
which  was,  unfortunately,  not  regarded 
as  convenient  for  the  puz]^oaea  of  the 
Volunteer  Force.  The  qneatum  required, 
and  was  receiving,  much  eonaidevatiott. 
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LIGHTS  OF  FISHINa  VESSELS-EN-  ^  "^®^  hanlly  say  that  it  is  my  wish,  as 

FORCEMEAT  OF  THE  NEW  roprosenting  tho  Board  of  Trade  to  m- 

REOULATIONS  teriore  as  little  as  possible  with   the 

»#-  ■DTDiT-Tir.mr     i.  j  ^L    t.     -j     j.  "9*ges  and  practices  of  the  fishermen 

Mb.  BIEKBK3K  "wkedttie  President  consistently  with  the  safety  of  their  own 

of  the    Bo^  of  Trade,   Whether  Her  y^^^  ^^j  -^f  ^hose   who  navigate   the 

Majesty's  Government  will  consent  to  ^^^     j^  j  ^^^ot  grant  the  Committee 

postpone  the  enforcement  of  the  new  re-  j  ^hink  the  belt  course  will  be  that 


a  1    i Vi -11         -"vi  1. •  r  1  i  ment  assemoics,  lo  propose  laai  a  oeioci 

Select  Committee  might  be  appointed  to  Committee  be  appelated  on  this  subject, 

inquire  into  the  history  of  tiie  proposed  ^  ^y^^  ^y^^  men  may  have  every  oppor- 

regulations  and  the    objections  urged  ^^^jj     ^f  ^^j^j„     ^^^^^  t^eir  views. 

•ranst  them  bythe  fishing  interest  ?  y^.^^  ^^^^  ^^joct,  however,  that  ample 

ViscoraxSANDON:  Sir,  it  is  neces-  time  should  bo  provided  for  this  inquiry, 

?^  ^fJ  "'?'*"  "^  JT""*  ™^  ^r*  I  liavo  consulted  with  ray  right  hon. 

Fnend  of  the  ongin  of  the  new  regula-  ^^^^^^  ^^^  j-j^t  L^,^  „f  ^]^^  Admiralty; 

tions  to  which  his  Question  refers,  and  ^nd  wo  have  agreed  that  it  would  be  ox- 
which  excite  considerable  interest  in  ^^j^^^  ^^  wo  find  we  have  the  power. 
muy  parts  of  the  Umted  Kingdom.  In  ^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^tl^^^  Order  in  Council 
1874  a  Coinmission  was  appointed  by  ^i^^^^i^  ^e  passed  with  regard  to  Article 
the  Admiralty  Board  of  Trade,  and  ^Q  ^j  ^j^^^^^  regulations-that  is  to  say, 
Tnmty  House  to  revise  the  regulations  ^^^  ^^^  ^j^j^j^  Iq^^  t,^^  j^  ^ts  of  fish- 
with  reject  to  the  rule  of  the  road  at  j„  ^^^^  providing  that,  as  my  hon. 
sea,  lighto,  signahi  &c.,  with  a  view  of  j,^«f^^^  Buggests,  that  that  part  of  the 
making  the  regiUations  still  more  effoc-  regulations  Should  not  come  into  efifoct 
toal  for  preventing  the  collisions  which  ^^J^^^^^  j^^  ^j  September,  1881  ;  and  we 
have  been  so  fatal  to  hirge  ships  as  wel  ^j^^n  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^j^^  necessary  com- 
as to  fishing  vessels.     I  may  add  that  ^un^^tions  with  foroi-n  Governments 


the  inoonswten^  of  the  laws  as  to  the  ^^  ^^^  ^^^.^^      j^  ^^.^             „,„  ,„ 

present  hehto  of  fishing  vessels  has  been  ^^^  ^^j^  bo  secured  for  the  full  and  fur- 

agreat  subject  of  complaint.   That  Com-  ther  investigation  of  this  subject,  which 

mittee  reported  after  two  years,  and  j  ^^          Xd  to  bo  able  to  forward. 

during  three  years,  communications  went  *'  ^ 

on  with  aU  the  foreign  Powers  to  in-  PARLIAMENTARY     ELECTIONS     AND 

duce  them  to  come  to  an  international  CORRUPT  PRACTICES  (No.  2)  BILL. 

apeement  on   this  important   suVct.  ANDEK.SON   asked  tlie  Chan- 

Jjany   suKgestions  were  received  Irom  ^                     Exchequer,  Whether  the 

them,  and  many  of  them  were  adopted.    ;.    ,.  ^         ,,1    ,A      '       -,    .>,    . 

A  general  agreement  was  come  to  at  the  }  arhamon  ary    ;-  ect.ons    and    C  orr  pt 

enS  of  last  j-ear,  and  the  result  was  that  I'^'t'ces   (N...  2)   IWl  would  be  pio- 

^^s^rnltxrpC^ed^Sat^;?:;  ^^h^^^Tr  ^--^  f^\t 

should  come  in  force*^on  the  Ist  of  Sep-  Q^^^i^..;"  ffP\>::  «*;«i- '}  ff «  '^IT^Z^Z 

tember,  1880.    I  need  hardly  say  that  e°°"7>A  ,       ,  "      "-f  *'    ?T   w 

the  ar^ngements  as  to  lights  with  re-  f'^*'"'^  Orders  before  it,  no  d-ul-t;  bu 

spect  to  filing  boats,  to  wfich  my  hon.  ^'>  P'«8umod  the  House  would  wish  to 

friend  aUude!,  wer^  drawn  up  solely  P'^^f^  ^'^'.V*'    U"  «^"W  ""*  «7  «««' 

with  the  view  of  protecting  the  lives  and  ^^''^  ^'^"^  '*  ^''"1*^  ""*  ^^  *""°"8'''  "''• 
property  of  those  at  sea,   whether   in 
fiahing  boata  or  ships.    Had  the  Ses-  ORDERS    OF   THE   DA  Y, 

■ion  Been  prolongea,   no    Government  ^^^ 

wonld  have  thoucrht  for  one  moment  of 

renting  the    ye?y  reasonable    request  SUPPLY-SUPPLEMENTARY  (£i,225.20O) 

which  Is  made  by  the  men  connected  -^^'^^^^  ^^^'  ^^>^'TH  AFRICA. 

with  the  great  fishing  industrv  of  the  SurrLY— fe^;i«i(/<fm/  in  Committee. 

country  to   be  allowed  to  make   their  (In  the  Committee.) 

Tiews  heard    by   a  Committee  of   the  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

House  of  Commons  on  a  subject  which  "That  u  fiupplftmontarv  sum,  not  oxocedinp 

ao  largely  affects  their  daily  habits ;  and  £1,225,200,  be  ^lautcd  to  iKr  Majesty,  beyuud 
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the  ordinary  Grants  of  Farliamont,  towards  do- 
fraying  the  Expenditure  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31  st  day  of  March  1880,  in  consequence  of 
the  War  in  South  Africa.** 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

(1.)  £703,000,  Supplementary,  War 
in  South  Africa,  Vote  of  Credit. 

(2.)  £222,200,  War  in  South  Africa 
Vote  of  Credit  (Griqua  Land  West). 

(3.)  £300,000,  Supplementary,  War 
in  South  Africa,  Vote  of  Credit  (Siku- 
kuni  Expedition,  &c.) 

Mr.  COURTNEY  asked  how  the  Vote 
was  distributed  between  the  expedi- 
tion against  Secocoeni  and  the  expense 
incurred  in  the  occupation  of  the  Trans- 
vaal ?  It  was  very  desirable  the  House 
should  know  something  in  regard  to  the 
occupation  of  the  Transvaal  altogether 
independent  from  the  expenditure  for 
the  expedition  against  Secocoeni.  One 
might  be  of  a  permanent  character, 
while  the  other  was  not. 

Sir  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  the  sum  required  for  the  expedition 
against  Secocoeni  was  £220,000,  and  the 
sum  included  in  the  Vote  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  Transvaal  was  £100,000. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

CrVTL  SEliVICES  (EXCESSES),  1878-9. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

'*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,560  9«.  10<f., 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  make  good  Ex- 
cesses on  certain  Grants  for  Civil  Services,  for 
the  year  ended  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1879, 
viz: — 

OULSS   I. — PUBMO  WOEKS    AND     BUILD- 
INGS. 

£     B,   d. 


Furniture  of  Public  Offices 


64  19    7 


Glass  n. — Salabies  and  Expenses  of 

Public  Departments. 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  Offices    125  17    8 

Glass  ni. — Law  and  Justice. 
Land  Registry       23  11    7 

Class  IV. — Education,    Science,    and 

Abt. 

National  Gallery 469    5  6 

Deep  Sea  Exploring  Expedition, 

Report 409    1  8 

Queon*s  UniTendty,  Ireland       . .  173  19  7 


Glass  VI. — Superannuation  and  Re- 
TIRED  Allowances,  and  Gratoties 
FOR   Charitable   and    other    Puk- 


poses. 

Superannuation  and  Retired  Al*  £      t.  d, 

lowances  . .         . .         . .          . .  1,410  13    6 

Relief  of  Distressed  British  Sea- 
men Abroad       2,S78    1    1 


Total  Amount  to  be  Voted    for 

Civil  Services     . .         . .  £5,550    9  10 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Eesolutions  to  be  reported  To-nwrrw, 
at  Two  of  the  dock ; 

Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS-FINANOAL 
STATEMENT— COMMITTEE. 

Ways  and  Means — considered  in  Com- 
mittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

The  CHANCELLOB  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Mr.  Baikes,  I  am  Tery  sensible 
of  the  great  inconvenience  whidi  attends 
the  bringing  forward  of  the  Finandtl 
Statement  before  the  dose  of  the  financial 
year.  It  is  necessary  to  complete  the  Eiti- 
mates  for  the  year  that  is  expiring  bj  a 
certain  amount  of  conjecture;  and  my  ex- 
perience of  Budgets  has  taught  me  that 
the  last  week  or  two  of  the  financial  jeu 
are  frequently  productiveofmodificatioiia, 
and  sometimes  important  modifications, 
in  the  statements  which  appeared  likely 
to  have  been  made  two  or  three  weeln 
beforehand.  I  must,  therefore,  in  tbe 
statement  I  have  now  to  make  to  the 
Committee,  apologize  beforehand  for  snj 
errors  that  may  eventually  prove  to  be 
made  in  the  statement ;  But!  can  aesiire 
the  Committee  that  I  have  myself  tskei 
pains,  and  the  Heads  of  Departments 
who  are  more  specially  concerned  in  tbe 
framing  of  the  Estimates  have  tskea 
very  great  pains,  to  make  the  Eetimsiee 
as  cautious  and  as  little  likely  to  mialesd 
the  House  bv  too  sanguine  anticipatioaa 
as  it  is  possible  for  them  to  do.  Nov, 
Sir,  in  the  Budget  which  I  brought  Cor< 
ward  last  yearlestimatedfor  aBerarasin 
1879.80of  £83,055,000,  and  an  Expendi- 
ture of  £81,153,000,  showing  a  soipliu 
of  £1 ,900,000,  leaving  out  of  the  aoooimt 
the  charge  which  we  knew  would  have 
ultimate^  to  be  made  on  account  of  ser- 
vices in  South  Africa.     Later  in  the 
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\  when  we  had  obtained  somo  fuller 
rmation  with  regard  to  the  progress 
ffairs  in  South  Africa,  I  took  a  Vote 
>edit  for  the  sum  of  £3,000,000, 
2hy  with  some  small  additions  for 
tr  purposes,  raised  the  Estimate  of 
»6nditure  to  £84,216,000.  Thus  I 
an  estimated  deficit  of  £1,161 ,000. 
11,  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the 
mate  I  then  formed  of  Bevenue  has 
1  very  largely  disappointed.  The 
enue  was  estimated  at  £83,055,000  ; 
we  can  only  take  it  as  likely  to  yield 
e  £80,860,000,  showing  a  loss  of 
195,000  upon  the  Estimate  of  Eeve- 
.  As  I  had  already  estimated  for  a  de- 
of  £1,161,000,  that  leaves  a  deficit  of 
356,000  upon  these  Estimates.  That 
lauminff,  of  course,  that  the  Expen- 
re  would  be  what  I  reckoned  it  in 
month  of  August  last.  I  will  abstain 
a  moment  from  entering  into  the 
ioulars  of  the  disappointment  in  the 
Bnue.    I  wish,  first  of  all,  to  say  a 

words  more  on  the  subject  of  the 
lenditure.  Now,  Sir,  at  the  first 
ihy  undoubtedly,  the  appearance  of 
Supplementary  Estimates  that  have 
n  presented  in  the  course  of  the  year 
lomewhat    discouraging.     We  have 

Supplementary  Estimates  presented 
Seanon  to  the  amount  of  £1,783,000, 

if  these  Estimates   represented    a 

addition  to  our  Expenditure  of  that 
runt  it  is  clear  that  the  deficit  would 
td  at  something  more  than  £5,000,000 
lai  18  to  savy  that  is  the  amount  at 
db  it  would  stand  if  we  had  really 
it  all  the  money  Parliament  has  em- 
ered  ua  to  spend.  However,  it  is  a 
nlation  to  think  that  we  have  not 
it  all  that  money.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
naturally,  and  very  properly,  sensi- 
upon  the  subject  of  Supplementary 
matee ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
t  remind  the  Committee  that  Supple- 
itaiy  Estimates  are  the  price  that  we 
Ibr  a  scientific  financial  system.  In 
n.  times  there  was  a  much  more 
fb,  and  ready  way  of  makinc^  E.sti- 
M  and  taking  Votes  than  at  the  pre- 
;  time.  You  took  Votes  for  certain 
rioee,  and  if  those  Votes  were  not 
■neted  in  one  year  the  balance  was 
lied  on  to  anomer  year ;  and,  there- 
in there  was  not  any  occasion  for 
iplementary  Estimates  as  there  is  at 
lent.  We  are  now  very  precise; 
lej  is  voted  for  one  item  in  the  Ser- 
»  and  it  cannot  be  transferred  to 


another;  and,  of  course,  it  is  always 
necessary  to  take  your  Estimates  at  a 
moderate  rate,  otherwise  there  would 
be  a  general  tendency  to  extravagance. 
The  consequence  is  that  Supplementary 
Estimates  area  matter  of  necessity;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  are  commonly 
balanced  by  the  savings  on  other  Votes. 
The  Supplementary  Estimates  of  this 
Session  are  of  two  classes.  There  are  those 
which  belong  to  the  ordinary  Services  of 
the  year,  which  amount  to  £557,800, 
which  have  been  entirely  covered,  and 
more  than  covered,  by  the  saving  on 
other  Votes  ;  and,  secondly,  there  are 
those  which  belong  to  the  expenditure 
on  the  South  African  Services,  which 
the  previous  Committee  has  just  voted, 
and  which  amounts  to  £1,225,200.  Now, 
it  is  with  regard  to  that  second  Estimate 
that  I  wish  to  engage  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  for  a  few  minutes.  We 
have  every  reason  now  to  hope  and  be- 
lieve not  only  that  we  have  seen  the  last 
of  our  troubles  in  South  Africa,  but  that 
we  have  arrived  at  a  correct  knowledge 
of  their  cost.  Beference  was  made  a 
few  minutes  ago  to  the  length  of  time 
which  occurred  in  obtaining  correct  in- 
formation as  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
Abyssinian  Expedition ;  and  I  know 
that  gloomy  parallels  have  been  drawn 
between  the  expenditure  in  connection 
with  that  expedition  and  the  probable 
expenditure  upon  the  South  African  Ser- 
vices. But  the  cases  are  really  not  at 
all  parallel.  In  the  case  of  Abyssinia, 
the  war  services  were  conducted  by  the 
Indian  Government,  and  the  charges 
were  made  up  by  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment and  sent  home  to  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment to  be  paid ;  and  we  know,  un- 
happily, that  that  is  a  process  which 
always  involves  a  very  considerable  loss 
of  time.  On  the  present  occasion,  every- 
thing has  been  paid  through  our  own 
officers;  and  not  only  so,  but,  as  the 
Committee  is  aware,  last  Session  wo 
took  the  precaution  of  despatching  three 
officers  of  the  Government — Mr.  White, 
the  Accountant  General  to  the  War 
Office ;  Mr.  Gurdon,  one  of  the  principal 
officers  of  the  Treasury ;  and  Mr.  Law- 
son,  of  the  War  Office — for  the  purpose 
of  inquiring  on  the  spot  into  the  expen- 
diture which  had  taken  place,  and  appor- 
tioning it  properly  under  different  heads. 
Well,  these  three  gentlemen  have  com- 

Eleted  their  task ;  and  I  must  say  they 
ave  completed  it  in  a  manner  which 
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AFGHANISTAN— THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
CANDAH4R. 

Mr.  ONSLOW  asked  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  Whether  there 
is  any  truth  ia  the  telegraphic  infor- 
mation from  the  correspondent  of  the 
"  Times"  to  the  effect  that  "the  Go- 
vernment has  presented  a  battery  of  six- 
pounder  gunB,  with  harness,  and  2,000 
smooth-bore  Enfields  to  Sirdar  Shere 
Ali,the  Governor  of  Candahar;"  whether 
His  Excellency  the  Viceroy  has  any  in- 
tention of  presenting  to  other  Sirdars  in 
Afghanistan,  supposed  for  the  time  being 
to  be  friendly  to  us,  guns  and  rifles,  and 
to  what  extent ;  and,  whether  Iler  Ma- 
jesty's Government  has  considered  the 
advisability  of  allowing  Hia  Excellency 
the  Viceroy  the  power  of  giving  arms  to 
temporary  native  rulers  without  the  pre- 
vious sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Council  of  Her  Majesty's  Government? 

Mk.  E.  stanhope  :  Sir,  I  am  afraid 
that  we  have  no  information  on  this 
subject,  and  do  not,  therefore,  know  whe- 
ther it  is  true.  'No  communication  has 
been  made  to  us  about  it.  But  I  may 
add  that  the  whole  policy  to  be  adopted 
towards  Afghanistan  is  the  subject  of 
constant  communication  between  the 
Viceroy  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

NAVY— THE  COASTGUARD. 

Me.  SULLIVAN  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  Whether  it  is  intended 
to  grant  to  chief  of&cers  of  coast  guard 
the  same  privileges  as  regards  pay  and 
pension  as  that  granted  to  warrant 
of&cers  in  the  Navy,  with  whom  they 
hold  similar  rank  in  the  service? 

Ma.  W.  H.  SMITH,  in  reply,  said,  the 
whole  subject  had  been  under  the  care- 
ful consideration  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
that  the  conclusion  which  had  been  ar- 
rived at  was  that  it  was  not  desirable  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  existing  re- 
gulations. 

IRELAND— THE  SICLLINOAE  ASSIZES. 
Mr.  SULLIVAN  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  If,  having  regard 
to  the  evidence  and  conduct  of  the  police 
and  the  Crown  witnesses  on  the  trial  of 
Michael  Kelly,  Luke  Drown,  and  Simon 
Brown  at  the  last  UuUingar  Assizes,  and 
the  acquittal  of  the  prisoners,  it  is  hie 
intention  to  direct  a  prosecution  for  per- 
jury against  certain  of  the  Crown  wit- 
neuea  referred  to  7 


Mr.  J.  IjOWTHEB  in  reply,  «ud,b« 
could  not  reply  to  the  Question  as  h* 
should  like,  because  he  had  not  the  ccm- 
plete  documents  before  him.  If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  would  kindlj 
postpone  the  Question,  he  might  be  ibb 
to  give  him  an  answer  on  the  followisg 
day.  He  would  also  ask  that  the  Qnw- 
tion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Oentlemaa 
which  followed  next  on  the  Paper  ahonld 
also  be  postponed. 

Mr.  SIDXIVAN  begged  to  portitoM 
bis  Question  at  the  request  of  the  riglit 
hon.  Gentleman. 

MERCANTILE  MARINE— THE   "  LOUISA 

FLETCHER-  OF  LIVERPOOL 

(HNSEA  WORTHINESS). 

Ms.  FINIGAN  (for  Mr.  BiooAR)aBked 

the  Fresident  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 

Whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  order 

a proseoutionof  theownenof  the  "Louisa 

Fletcher"  for  attempting  to  send  that  Te» 

sel  to  sea  in  an  unseaworthj  state  ;  and, 

whether  he  ordered  a  proper  anzrey  of 

the  "Maha-Buleshvar"  at  Falmouth  witb 


similar  offence  against  the  Law  ? 

ViscousT  SANDON  :  Sir,  I  have  oca- 
suited  my  legal  adviser  aa  I  annonnced. 
and  I  am  advised  that  the  ovnesa  of  th« 
LouUa  Fletcher  cannot  be  prosecuted  ia 
this  case,  information  havrng  beat  n- 
ceived  that  before  she  leftLondon  i» 
had  just  been  surveyed  by  Lloyd'a,  and 
contmued  in  her  class,  and  that  befim 
she  left  Plymouth  the  defect  in  the  nd- 
der,  which  had  arisen  at  sea,  was  pot 
right,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  local  m- 
veyors.  The  matters  connected  witittbt 
state  of  the  forecastle  do  not  oome  witUa 
the  category  of  unseamnthinesB,  so  (bit 
it  is  at  once  apparent  that  there  is  no 
case  for  a  proseoutioa.  With  K^id  to 
the  case  of  the  Jf«A«-.fl«iwAiMr,  at  Fal- 
mouth, I  had  no  opportuni^  of  ordering 
any  survey,  as  the  ^p  was  towed  off  to 
sea  before  the  facts  were  brought  to  mr 
notice.  I  am  advised,  therefore,  thit  I 
could  not  prosecute  in  this  case.  I  think 
it  only  due  to  all  concerned  that  the 
Papers  in  these  two  cases  should  be  laid 
upon  the  Table. 

THE  SALE  OF  DUPLICATES  IN  THE 

BRITISH  MUSEUM. 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  asked  the  Kght 

Honourable  Member  for  Cambridgel^- 


niy,  U  it  is  tme,  as  stated  in  the 
Uutdard"  of  9th  Uarah,  that  the 
■tees  of  the  British  Museum  propose 
ell  b;  Ruction  in  the  month  of  April  a 
^  and  valuable  collection  of  dupUcate 
its,  many  of  them  original  works  of 

great  engraTera ;  ana,  if  so,  why  it 
ut  the  Trostees  do  not  avail  them- 
«■  of  the  powers  conferred  upon 
n  two  Tears  ago  to  distribute  each 
licates  amongst  the  museums  of  the 
it  provincial  towns,  which  contribute 
ugeljr  by  tazatioB  to  the  maintenance 
tie  Britioh  Museam  ? 
tE.  8PENCEE  WAUPOLE,  in  reply, 
f  there  were  old  Acts  of  Parliament 
he  7th  Qm.  ni.,  in  which  express 
FOT  was  given  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
ish  Unseum  to  sell   duplicates  in 

oolleotion  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
nog  other  prints.  That  power  had 
'  rarely  been  exercised — never,  he 
sred,  or,  at  least,  hardly  ever,  except 
ipedal  purposes  with  the  concurrence 
ifl  Treasury ;  but  the  occasion  which 

arisen  for  resorting  to  that  power 

A  somewhat  pecul^  one.  A  few 
ks  ago  an  offer  was  made  to  the 
iteea  of  a  very  important  oollection 
bmwings  and  illustrations  of  Old 
don,  showing  the  character  and 
rth  of  the  Uetropolis.  That  offer  was 
A  at  a  verv  much  larger  sum  than 
imonnt  which  was  granted  annually 
prints ;    and  there  were,  therefore, 

two  other  ways  in  which  the  pur- 
e  oould  be  effected.  There  might 
tbeen  an  application  for  a  special 
it;  but  it  could  not  have  been  ob- 
b1  in  the  present  year  owing  to  the 
irements  of  the  Treasuiy ;  and,  con- 
iCntlj,  the  only  other  alternative  was 
sr  to  fbrego  the  purchase  of  this  very  < 
able  and  interesting  collection,  or  to 
•  it  by  the  sale  of  such  duplicates 
ley  had  in  the  Uuseum,  which  the 
it«ea  resolved  to  do  rather  than  let 
jxofiered  prize  slip  from  their  hands. 

ILIAMEVTART  REPOKTINO— TIIK 

BEPORTERS'  OALLERY. 
B.  mBBEBT  asked  the  First  Lord 
le  Admiralty,  Whether  it  ia  the  in- 
on  of  the  Qovemment  to  propose  a 
1  Vote  in  Supply,  in  order  to  give 
t  to  the  urgent  recommondatiuna  of 
Committee  ou  rarliamentary  Ro- 
ing,  aa  to  the  de&irableness  of  pro- 
ig  increased  accommodation  in  the 
OL.  CCLI.       frnian  BRRtiw.'] 
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Beporters'  Qallery  of  the  House  of 
Commons  for  the  representatives  of  pro- 
vincial newspapers  ? 

Mb.  W.  H.  SMITH,  in  reply,  said, 
that  the  Qovemment  thought  it  would 
he  the  better  course  to  leave  this  ques- 
tion to  the  consideration  of  the  new  Par- 
liament. It  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  propose  any  Vote  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  this  Session. 


SCOTCH  FISHERIES  COMMISSION- 
LOANS. 

Mb.  OBANT  duff  aaked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  with  reference  to 
his  reply  to  the  late  Member  for  Elgin- 
shire in  the  year  1878,  Whether  Her 
Majesty's  Qovemment  has  now  been 
able  to  come  to  any  conclusions  aa  to  the 
Becommendations  made  in  the  Supple- 
mentary Beport  of  the  Scottish  Fisheries 
Commission  regarding  the  improvement 
of  Harbours  upon  the  East  Coast ;  whe- 
ther they  are  BDle  to  agree  with  the  Be- 
commeudations  of  the  Commission  or 
with  any  of  them,  and,  if  so,  with  which ; 
and,  further,  whether  they  see  their  way 
to  encouraging  local  effort  for  harbour 
improvement  in  any  way  not  suggested 
by  tho  Commisaion ;  and,  if  so,  how  ? 

SiK  HENBT  SELWIN-IBBET80N: 
Sir,  the  Scotch  Fisheries  Commissionera 
recommended — 1.  That  the  conditions 
on  which  the  existing  grant  for  the  im- 
provement of  harbours  on  the  East 
Coast  was  given  should  be  made  more 
stringent.  2.  That  Qovemment  should 
confine  its  action  to  granting  loans  to 
the  local  authorities  through  the  Public 
Works  Loan  CommiBsioners.  They  re- 
commended increased  stringency  in  rais- 
ing the  local  contributions  from  one- 
third  to  two-thirds  of  the  cost ;  and  that 
dues  should  be  charged  and  applied  for 
the  improvement  of  the  harbour.  I 
myself  agree  in  the  recommendations 
that  the  loans  should  he  through  the 
Public  Works  Loon  Commissioners,  and 
that  dues  should  be  levied.  And  I  think 
that  evidence  of  the  co-operation  of  the 
locality  should  bo  shown  Oy  a  fair  local 
contribution.  When  such  effort  is  shown 
I  shall  be  prepared  to  recommend  the 
loan  in  aid  should  be  granted. 

THE  DISTHESS  IN    IRELAND— THE 

BEKDH  (lltELASD)  ACT. 
Major  NOLAN  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland,  If  tho  Local  Oo- 
2  II 
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yernment  Board  have  received  informa- 
tion as  to  the  amount  of  seed  which  the 
guardians  of  the  scheduled  unions  pro- 
pose to  sell  to  each  occupier  of  land; 
if  the  Local  Government  Board  are 
satisfied  that  all  the  scheduled  unions 
are  prepared  to  grant  a  sufficient  supply 
of  seed  to  fulfil  the  purpose  of  the  Seed 
Act  and  to  enahle  all  occupiers  under 
£  1 5  a-year  to  sow  a  sufficient  breadth  of 
land;  and,  if  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  not  satisfied  with  the  maxi- 
mum limits  which  the  guardians  have  in 
some  unions  placed  on  the  issue  of  seed, 
do  the  Local  Government  Board  intend 
to  take  steps  to  extend  those  limits  ? 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER :  Sir,  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  no  desire  to 
needlessly  interfere  with  the  Guardians 
in  the  exercise  of  their  duties.  In  some 
cases,  however,  complaints  have  been 
made  to  the  Board  that  the  supply  of 
seed  was  not  adequate,  and  in  those  in- 
stances inquirv  will  be  made.  The 
general  principle,  however,  acted  upon  is 
that  on  the  Guardians  will  fall  the  re- 
sponsibility of  canning  out  the  Act.  I 
understand  that  140  Unions  have  ex- 
pressed their  willingness  to  put  the  Act 
into  operation. 

THE    DESPATCH  OF  INDIAN    TROOPS 
TO  MALTA— THE  RETURN  OF  COSTS. 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  asked  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Why  a  Hetum, 
ordered  by  the  House  on  the  27th  of 
March  last,  as  to  the  cost  of  bring^g 
the  Indian  Troops  to  Europe  in  1878, 
has  not  yet  been  furnished  to  this 
House ;  and,  whether  he  will  cause  such 
Hetum  to  be  forthwith  laid  upon  the 
Table  and  printed  and  circulated  ? 

Colonel  STANLEY,  in  reply,  said, 
that  as  his  name  was  attached  to  the  He- 
tum, perhaps  he  might  be  allowed  to 
answer  the  Question.  The  fig^es  or- 
dered by  the  House  in  the  Hetum  re- 
ferred to  reached  this  country,  he 
thought,  in  June  last  year ;  but  doubts 
were  expressed  as  to  their  correctness, 
and  it  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  make 
communications  to  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject.  The  figures  were 
about  to  be  presented  to  the  House  the 
other  day,  but  appeared  to  require  still 
further  correction,  and  a  telegram  had 
been  despatched  to  India  asking  that  the 
figures  might  be  verified  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible.    That  was  the  reason  why  the 

Major  Nolan 


Hetum  had  not  been  presented.  TTith 
regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  koQ. 
Member's  Question,  itwouldbeobviooslj 
inconvenient  to  present  a  Hetum  the 
figures  of  which  they  did  not  know  to 
be  correct. 

Mb.  MUNDELLA  said,  he  felt  boand 
to  press  for  a  further  explanation  of  this 
matter ;  and,  in  case  of  need,  he  must 
do  what  he  had  never  done  since  he  had 
been  a  Member  of  the  House,  and  more 
the  adjournment  of  the  House.     Tb« 
Question  affected  somewhat  the  Pri?i- 
leges  of  the  House,  and  it  waa  only  fair 
to  state  that  he  asked  three  Questions 
respecting  this  Hetum  in  the  last  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  and  on  the  last  day 
but  one  in  that  Session  the  Under  8^ 
cretary  of  State  for  Lidia  informed  him 
that  he  had  laid  the  Hetum  upon  the 
Table.  That  announcement  was  received 
with  a  good  deal  of  mirth  from  hon.  (Gen- 
tlemen behind  the  Under  Seoretair  of 
State  for  India ;  and  when  he  (Mr.  Mon- 
della)  went  into  the  Library  next  day  he 
found  a  blank  sheet  of  paper.    He  had 
been  to  the  Library  again  and  again; 
but  no  Hetum  had  been  furnished.    Ha 
had  applied  to  the  Under  Becretarf  of 
State  for  India  again,  and  had  Seen 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War.    They  were  told  mat  a  Hetnn, 
which  was  professedly  laid  on  the  Tahls 
on  the  Idth  Augnat  last,  oonld  not  bs 
produced,  and  they  were  going  to  diicnsi 
this  question  in  the  oountiy  without  ths 
figures  before  them.    Now,  seeing  thii 
the  Hetum  referred  to  what  took  plaes 
two  years  ago— it  waa  two  years  sines 
the    Indian   troops   were    brought  to 
Europe — he  asked  the  Ghanoellor  61  thi 
Exchequer  why  it  waa  they  oonld  not 
have  the  fig^ures,  and  how  on  earth  thi 
accounts  were  made  up  without  tkonf 
He  begged  to  move  the  adjoummentof 
the  House. 

Mr.  OHAMBEBLAIN  seconded  Am 
Motion. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propotod, 
"  That  this  House  do  now  adiouBu'*— 
{Mr.  MundeUa.) 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  he  wodd 
take  upon  himself  whatever  Uamethfft 
might  he  for  the  delay  which  had  arisn. 
As  the  House  would  see,  however,  b* 
had  been  actuated  in  what  he  had  doai 
by  a  desire  to  procure  infoimation  of  t 
perfectly  aoourate  character.  He  vaf 
speaking  without  notes  befixre  hiast  m 
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he  did  not  know  till  a  few  ininuteB  ago 
that  he  would  be  called  on  to  answer  the 
Question ;  but  he  believed  the  figures 
were  ordered  on  March  27  last  year. 
Thej  were  received  in  June,  and  it  was 
then  found  that  in  some  particulars  thej 
were  not  correct.  Bef  erence  was  accord- 
ingly made  to  India — he  could  not  say 
at  what  date,  but  he  believed  imme- 
diately— and  on  the  last  day  of  the  Ses- 
sion, no  further  information  having  been 
reoeived,  a  blank  form  well  known  to 
hon.  Members  was  laid  upon  the  Table, 
in  order  that  the  Betum,  when  it  did 
comey  might  be  issued  without  delay. 
He  understood  that  the  figures  were  pre- 
sented again,  but  that  it  was  necessary 
that  there  should  be  a  still  further  cor- 
rection ;  and  he  was  in  possession  of  a 
note  saying  that  up  to  the  5th  of  March 
last  communication  was  going  on  with 
the  Gk>Temment  of  India  respecting  the 
fig^ores,  and  the  last  communication  was 
by  telegram. 

Mb.  OHILDEES  said,  this  was  really 
a  Tery  ffrave  question,  which  absolutely 
demanded  an  explanation  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  A  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  the  Session  before 
last  to  inquire  into  the  cost  of  the  Indian 
troops  going  abroad,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Committee  was  concurred 
in  by  the  Qovemment.  He  had  the 
honour,  together  with  others,  of  repre- 
senting that  side  of  the  House  on  the 
Committee.  They  were  informed  that  the 
figures  had  not  vet  arrived  from  India, 
bot  that,  if  possible,  they  should  be  pre- 
sented in  the  next  Session.  On  the  re- 
ceipt of  that  assurance  from  the  Go- 
vernment, he  consented,  in  spite  of  op- 
poeition  from  some  of  his  Friends,  to  the 
adjournment  of  the  inquiry  till  the  fol- 
lowing year.  But  that  adjournment  was 
assented  to  with  the  distinct  understand- 
ing that  the  Government  would  re- 
appoint the  Committee,  and  that  the 
figures  would  be  presented  early  last 
Session ;  whereas  now,  in  the  middle  of 
another  Session,  the  Government  had 
so  contrived  as  not  to  give  any  informa- 
tion whatever.  A  clear  and  categorical 
explanation  ought  to  be  given  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  subject. 
He  regarded  this  as  one  of  the  gravest 
cases  of  apparently  withholding  in- 
formation for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
inquiry. 

The  CHANCELLOE  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  The  hon.  Member  for  Shefiield 


(Mr.  Mundella)  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Pontefract  (Mr. 
Childers)  have  appealed  to  me  specially 
in  this  matter.  1  must  frankly  own  that 
when  I  saw  the  Question  on  the  Paper 
I  was  not  able  to  give  any  answer  to  it 
of  my  own  knowledge.  All  I  could  do  was 
to  send  an  inquiry  to  the  War  Office  and 
to  the  India  Office  on  the  subject ;  and  my 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  undertook  to  an- 
swer the  Question,  so  far  as  he  was  able 
to  do  so.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
facts  as  mentioned  in  this  discussion  do 
show  that  there  has  been  considerable 
delay  in  forwarding  these  Hetums.  I 
am  unable  to  say  how  that  delay  has 
occurred  ;  but  communications  from 
India  to  this  country  with  regard  to 
matters  of  expenditure  generally  take  a 
much  longer  time  than  appears  reason- 
able to  many  people  at  home.  If  infor- 
mation came  in  a  form  which  did  not 
appear  to  be  correct,  it  was  only  natural 
and  right  that  inquiry  should  be  made, 
in  order  to  render  the  figures  accurate. 
I  am  informed  that  the  position  of  mat- 
ters is  this — there  is  a  small  difference 
between  the  figures  which  have  been 
sent  from  India  and  those  which  are  be- 
lieved here  at  the  India  Office  to  be 
correct ;  and  although  it  might  not 
be  possible  or  proper  to  lay  a  formal 
Betum  upon  the  Table  untU  the  actual 
figures  have  been  agreed  upon,  I  be- 
lieve my  hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  will  be  quite  pre- 
pared to  state  the  approximate  figures, 
as  sent  from  India,  so  far  as  he  is  able 
to  do  so. 

Mb.  E.  stanhope  said,  the  Ee- 
tum  could  not  be  presented  until  it  was 
absolutely  correct,  and  the  accoimts  be- 
tween the  War  Office  and  the  India 
Office  were  not  finally  settled.  The  ap- 
proximate amount,  he  was  told,  was 
£470,000. 

SiK  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
was  the  Member  who  moved  for  the 
Committee,  and  he  had  been  repeatedly 
asHured  that  it  would  be  re-appointed. 
Ho  did  not  consider  the  answer  from 
the  Ministerial  Bench  satisfactory. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said,  the  ^avest 
part  of  the  charge  was  that  at  Uie  end 
of  last  Session,  not  only  was  a  dummy 
Rex^ort  laid  on  the  Table,  thereby  de- 
liberately misleading  the  House,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  catching  a  cheer  and 
stifling  a  Question   put  regarding  the 
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Eetum,  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  declared  it  had  been  laid  on 
the  Table  when  it  had  not  been.  He 
ought  to  have  explained  at  the  time  that 
it  was  only  a  dummy,  and  told  when  the 
real  one  would  be  produced. 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  hoped  the  House 
would  allow  him  to  make'  a  personal  ex- 
planation, after  the  attack  made  upon  him 
By  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr. 
Anderson) .  The  facts  were  simply  these : 
When  the  Question  was  put  to  him  he 
understood  that  his  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  "War 
had,  the  day  before,  laid  the  Beport  on 
the  Table,  in  the  way  commonly  adopted 
— namely,  in  dummy.  It  turned  out 
afterwards  that  the  information  received 
was  not  altogether  accurate;  and  for  that 
reason,  and  for  that  reason  alone,  the 
delivery  of  the  Hetum  was  delayed. 
The  object  of  giving  a  dummy  Betum 
was  that  hon.  Members  might,  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment,  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  information  required.  In 
this  case,  if  a  dummy  Beturn  had  not 
been  presented,  and  if  it  had  turned  out 
that  the  information  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  was  correct,  the  House  would 
never  have  had  it  at  all  until  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next  Session. 

Mr.  CHAMBEBLAIN  said,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  told  the  House  that  the 
approximate  cost  of  bringing  the  troops 
to  Malta  was  £470,000 ;  but  he  under- 
stood the  cost  of  freight  alone  was  some- 
thing like  £750,000.  He  wanted  to 
know  the  total  cost  of  bringing'  the 
troops  to  Malta,  and  under  what  heads 
of  expenditure  the  amount  was  to  be 
distributed?  With  the  telegraph  at 
work,  the  accounts  ought  to  have  been 
obtained  from  India  in  less  than  12 
months.  He  asked  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  let  the  House  have  full 
and  explicit  information  on  all  the  points 
which  had  been  brought  under  notice. 
They  were  not  particmar  as  to  a  thou- 
sand or  two ;  but  the  statement  for  which 
he  contended  was  one  which  would  show 
the  expenditure  as  estimated  by  the  Go- 
vernment, showing  the  whole  amount 
distributed  under  different  heads. 

Mr.  ONSLOW  was  of  opinion  that 
this  discussion  had  been  got  up  alto- 
gether for  electioneering  purposes.  The 
difficulty  of  reconciling  questions  of  ac- 
count between  the  Home  and  Indian 
Governments  was  very  ffreat,  as  might 
be  seen  from  the  fact  that  a  sum  had 

Mr,  Anderson 


just  been  voted  by  Parliament  towards 
the  cost  of  the  Abyssinian  Expedition, 
which  took  place  12  years  ago. 

Mr.  DODSON  thanked  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  reminding  the  House  of  what 
took  place  in  regard  to  the  expenditure 
on  the  Abyssinian  War.  Possibly  there 
might  be  the  same  differences  and  di»- 
crepancies  as  to  the  cost  of  the  Afghan 
War.  He  wished  to  ask  whether  the 
£470,000  which  had  been  mentioned 
was  only  for  the  journey  one  wav,  or 
whether  it  included  the  cost  of  taldng 
the  troops  back?  and  b6  suggested  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  (Mr. 
Mundella)  that  he  should  brino^  forward 
a  Motion  for  the  production  of  the  Cor- 
respondence between  the  authorities  in 
India  and  the  Home  Gt>Yemment,  which 
Correspondence  would  show  what  was 
the  amount  daimed  on  either  side,  and 
what  was  the  maximum  of  the  figures  in 
dispute  between  the  two  Goremments. 

MR.LAINGthoughtthisdebate  should 
not  terminate  without  a  distinct  state- 
ment whether  that  £470,000  included 
the  whole  cost,  or  was  merely  the  ad- 
justment between  the  War  Office  and 
the  India  Office  for  extra   pay  to  the 
Forces,  and  did  not  indude  the  cost  of 
the  transport.    If  the  cost  of  transport, 
which  was  understood  to  be  £750,000, 
was  in  addition  to  this,  it  would  be  moit 
unfair  at  any  time,  and  especially  on  the 
eve  of  a  General  Election,  when  a  great 
question  of  policy  was  coming  on,  not  to 
state  it 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  observed,  thathe 
had  been  called  upon  suddenly  to  nuke 
a  statement  on  a  question  of  facts.  He 
had  no  idea  that  he  should  be  called  upon 
to  make  such  a  statement  that  night, 
and  he  had  not  been  able  to  refresh  hit 
memonr  bv  reference  to  documents.  If 
hon.  Members  desired  to  act  fairly,  thef 
should  give  Notice  of  a  Question  on  this 
subject.  He  would  then  give  Uiem,  witlioat 
a  moment's  hesitation,  such  figures  as  he 
was  able  to  produce.  He  haSi  told  the 
House  already  that  he  had  given  almost 
the  exact  figures. 

Mr.  mundella  said  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India  must  be  aware 
of  previous  answers  which  had  been 
given  to  him  on  the  question.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  also  knew  that  he  had  spoken 
to  him  in  the  Lobby  about  it.  What  he 
desired  was  a  detailed  account,  and  he 
now  gave  Notice  that  to-morrow  he 
would  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  £u^e- 
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quor  to  order  the  complete  Betum  to  be  Nicaragua  are  complete,  and  will  shortly 

Mid  on  the  Table  of  tne  House  as  soon  be  exchanged ;  but  Iler  Majesty's  Go- 

aa  possible.                    ^  Temment  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 

MB.  SULLTVAN  wished  to  ask  the  prejudicial  to  the  public  interest,  pending 

GoTetnment  a  Question  with  regard  to  an  inquiry  on  tne  subject,  that  any  of 

the  Belief  of  Distress  (Ireland)   Bill,  the  proceedings  should  be  laid  before 

That  important  measuire  was  put  on  the  Parliament. 
Paper  on  Taesday  evening  last,  and  many 

of  ue  Irish  Members  remained  in  town  IXDIA— INDIAN  ARMY  MEDICAL 

at  very  serious  inconvenience,  in  order  SERVICE, 

to  transact  that  business.    They  Ustened  g^^  THOMAS  B.iZLET  asked  the 

to  a  most  interesting  debate,  or  rather  p^^g.  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If, 

to  an  able  and  interesting  speech  from  j^  consequence  of  the  recent  order  of 

the    hon.   Gentleman  the  Member  for  Government  which  abolishes  the  grade 

Chester  (Mr.  Raikes) ;  and  immediately  ^f  surgeon  general  and  reduces  the  num- 

he  had  sat  down  the  word  went  round  ber  of  deputy  surgeons  general  in  the 

^  *^\^°T-  V^  V  *  ®TiT1*f^  T."J5  I'ldian  Medical  Service  in  all  three  Pre- 

although  the  Irish  Eehef  BiU-the  Bill  gidoncios,  and  which  upsete  the  actuary's 

which  WM  to  relieve  the  sterving  people  calculations  for  medickl  retiring  annUi- 

of  Ireland-was  on  the  Orders.     He  had  ^j      .^bother  it  is  the  intention  of  Go- 

ezmessed  his  mcredulitjr ;  but  he  was  yemmont  to  issue  instructions  to  the  In 

told  that  before  another  right  hon  Gen-  ^ian  Government  to  grant  to  medical 

tleo^n  from  the  front  Opposition  Bench  ^^^^^^  „^  retirement  the  annuities  after 

could  speak  the  House  was  to  bo  counted  ^^e  average  period  of  service  which  pro- 

otit,m  order  that  the  railway  ««;;%j.  vailed  in  each  Presidency  prior  to  the 

might  know  that  "  Codhn  was  the  fnend  p„blication  of  the  order  referred  to.  and 

and  not  Short.       From  the  Government  thereby  to  secure  to  medical  officers  of 

Bide  of  the  House  two  attempts  were  ^^6  late  Honourable  East  India  Com- 

made  to  coant  out  the  House  and  the  .^  g^^i^^  t^e  rights  and  privileges 

^2"h?®V®'^.iP'rT'""*'i®*P***    *^^""  guaranteed  by  Parliament? 

efforts  to  keep  the  House,  the  non-action  •»  ^r.  E.  STANHOPE:  Sir,  my  noble 

of  the  Government  Whips  was  too  clever  p^^^j  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 

for  them,  and  the  Irish  Relief  Bill  was  j^as  received  several  Memorials  asking 

shunted.     He  now  appealed  to  the  Go-  f„^  ^  modification  of  the  recent  Order 

vemment  to  say  when  they  were  to  have  ^^ich  abolishes  the  grade  of  surgeon 

an  opportunity  of  discussing  the  Lords  ^^^^^j    ^„j    ^.^^^^^f  ^j,^   ^^^^^^  ^j 

Amendments  to  the  BiU,  for  many  hon.  §       ^    surgeons  general.     They  are  now 

GenUemen  were  anxious  to  get  away  to  u„'dor  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary 

their  constituencies  as  soon  as  possible,  ^^  State  in  Council. 

and  he  asked  the  Government  to  lot  them 

diKmss  the  question  that  evening.  qUT-PORT  CUSTOMS  CLERICAL  STAFF. 

Motion,  by  leave,  fTi/Mrau^n.  __      ^rr^^^^rr^r^^     t    i  .,     « 

'    ^  Mr.  NORWOOD  asked  the  Secretary 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  NICARAGUA—  to  the  Treasury,   Whether  the  scheme 

THE  PENDING  ARBITRATION.  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Out-port 

Captaix  PIM  asked  the  Under  Secre-  Customs  Clerical  Staff,  which  it  is  under- 
tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  re-  stood  was  submitted  to  the  Treasury  in 
ference  to  the  pending  arbitration  of  the  September  last,  has  received  final  con- 
Emperor  of  Austria  between  Great  sideration ;  if  not,  when  may  the  deci- 
Britain  and  Nicaragua,  Whether  the  sion  be  expected  to  be  arrived  at  ? 
''case"  of  this  Coujitry  is  completed;  Mb.  GRANT  asked  the  Secretary  to 
and,  whether  he  will  place  upon  the  the  Treasury,  If  the  exceptions  taken  by 
Table  of  the  House,  as  an  unopposed  the  Commissioners  of  ller  Majesty's 
Batum,  the  Correspondence  in  respect  Customs  to  the  scheme  issued  by  the 
to  the  matters  in  dispute  between  Great  Lords  of  the  Treasury  for  the  reorgan- 
Britain  and  Nicaragua,  together  with  izatiou  of  the  Clerical  Branch  of  the 
the  "  case  "  of  Nicaragua ;  and,  if  com-  Customs  Out-ports,  referred  to  in  the 
pleted,  that  of  Great  Britain  ?  Secretary  to  the  Treasury's  answer  to 

M&.  BOUBKE:  Yes,  Sir;   both  the  the    honourable     Member     for    West 

of  Great  Britain  and  the  case  of  Cheshire  of  date  11th  February,  have 
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yet  been  considered  by  their  Lordships ; 
and,  whether  the  scheme  will  be  issued 
before  the  dissolution  of  Parliament. 

Sir  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON  : 
Sir,  a  letter  was  written  from  the  Trea- 
sury to  the  Board  of  Customs  on  the  6th 
instant,  which  finally  disposes  of  all 
points  of  difference  between  the  two 
Boards  in  regard  to  the  scheme  for  re- 
organization of  the  Out-port  Customs 
Clerical  Staff.  The  scheme  will  be 
brought  into  operation  forthwith. 

EAST  INDIA  (MR.  WILLIAM  TAYLER). 

Sib  EAEDLEY  WILMOT  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  If  he  has 
any  objection  to  lay  before  Parliament, 
and  to  have  printed  and  circulated  for 
the  use  of  Members,  before  the  Dissolu- 
tion, Mr.  "William  Taylor's  Reply  to  the 
Minute  of  Sir  Frederick  Halliday,  pre- 
sented to  the  House  of  Commons  at  the 
close  of  last  Session  ? 

Mk.  E.  stanhope  :  Sir,  if  any  hon. 
Member  likes  to  move  for  Mr.  Tayler's 
reply,  we  shall  offer  no  opposition  and 
will  lay  it  upon  the  Table.  The  date 
when  it  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Members  depends  on  the  printers ;  but, 
looking  to  its  length,  I  should  very  much 
doubt  its  being  completed  before  the 
Dissolution. 


LONDON  WATER  COMPANIES— METRO- 
POUS  VALUATION  ACT,  1869. 

Mb.  QOSCHEN  :  I  wish  to  ask  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  he  has  considered  the  possi- 
bility of  taking  steps,  by  a  Bill  or  other- 
wise, to  prevent  the  Water  Companies 
in  the  Metropolis  from  further  raising 
their  rates  to  the  consumers  on  the 
strength  of  existing  Acts  of  Parliament, 
pending  further  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject ?  Perhaps  the  House  will  allow  me 
to  explain  that  when  I  used  the  words  on 
the  strength  of  existing  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment, I  am  thinking  of  the  Metropolis 
Valuation  Act  of  1869,  under  which  the 
Companies  have  raised  their  rates  when 
it  was  not  intended  by  the  framers  of 
that  Act  or  by  Parliament  that  they 
should  do  so. 

Mb.  ASSHETON  CROSS:  Sir, I  could 
not  quite  understand,  until  the  right  hon. 
Gidnueman  gavehis  explanation,  whether 
he  was  referring  to  the  Metropolis  Valua- 
tion Act,  or  the  Local  Acts  wmohregulate 

Mr.  Orant 


the  Companies.    There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  Metropolis  VaJuationAct  was  passed 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  proper  va- 
luation m  tne  Metropolis  for  the  speosl 
purpose  named  in  the  Act.     There  eta 
be  equally  no  doubt  that,  considering 
what  the  annual  value  of  nroperty  was, 
the  Water  Companies  did  take  advan- 
tage of  tiiat  Valuation  Act,  and  raised 
their  rents  considerably.       Parliament 
took  no  notice  of  the  matter,  and  it  his 
gone  on  to  the  present  time.  Bents,  how- 
ever, are  not  determined  by  the  Statute, 
but  by  the  Companies'  own  Acts,  and 
the  only  thing  in  dispute  is  aa  to  what 
is  annual  value.     Bat  in  reg^ard  to  this 
the  consumer  has  precisely  the  same  re- 
medy as  he  had  before  the  passing  of 
the  Act ;  and  he  may,  if  he  tninks  him- 
self aggrieved,  go  before  two  Justices. 
In  the  case  of  a  Company  having  a  fixed 
price,  either  in  the  case  of  railway  fares, 
or  gas,  or  waterworks,  Parliament  never 
alters  that  price  so  fixed  unlees  the  Com- 
pany applies  to  Parliament  for  farther 
powers.    In  one  partioolar  case — ^that 
of  the  Southwark  and  Vauxhall  Com- 
pany— who  are  at  present  applying  for 
further  powers,  the  House  may  depend 
upon  it  that  I  shall  take  care  that  ample 
precaution  is  taken  against  any  addi- 
tional rates  being  imposed ;  and  I  am 
prepared  to  state  that  if  I  find,  on  the 
part  of  the  Companies,  any  intention  of 
raising  rents  for  the  purpose  of  enhane- 
ing  the  price  to  be  paid  for  compensa- 
tion, I  should  recommend  Parliament  to 
pay  no  attention  whatever  to  saoh  aog* 
mentation. 

ARMY— CAMPS  OF  n^STRtJCTION. 

Mb.  mark  STEWART  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whether,  in 
consideration  of  the  g^reat  distance  of 
Shoeburyness  as  an  Artillery  Volanteer 
Camp  and  place  of  competition  lor  heavy 
ordnance,  ;the  Government  propose  to 
form  a  camp  of  instruction  in  »Dotland 
or  north  of  England  ? 

Colonel  8TANJJBY,  in  reply,  said, 
that  inquiries  had  been  made  as  to  the 
establisnment  of  a  camp  of  instructioo  in 
the  North,  and  the  authorities  had  re* 
ported  on  the  suitability  of  a  partiealar 
place,  which  he  need  not  specify,  bat 
which  was,  unfortunately,  not  regarded 
as  convenient  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Volunteer  Force.  The  question  reqoired, 
and  was  receiving,  much  consideration. 
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[QHT8  OF  FISHING  VES8EL8-EN. 
FOBCEUENT  OF  THE  NEW 
BEQULATIONS. 
[K.BISEBECE  asked  the  Fresidont 
•ha  Boud  of  Tntde,  Whether  Her 
jestT'a  Ooremment  will  coneent  to 
tpoue  the  enfbroement  of  the  new  re- 
ktioot  for  lights  for  fishing  vessels 
the  let  of  September,  1881,  eo  that, 
the  re-ueetnbling  of  Parliament,  a 
lot  Oommittee  might  be  appointed  to 
aire  into  the  history  of  the  proposed 
alationa  and  the  objections  urged 
inst  them  by  the  fishing  iaterost  ? 
'laooinfT  8AND0N :  Sir,  it  is  neces-  I 
r  that  I  should  remind  mj  hon.  ' 
md  of  the  ori^n  of  the  new  regula-  I 
s  to  which  his  Questiou  refers,  and  ' 
(^  9X0110  oonsiderable  interest  ia  i 
ly  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  In 
4  •  Commission  was  appointed  by  i 
Admiralty,  Board  of  Trade,  and ' 
litj  House  to  rerise  the  regulations 
1  reepect  to  the  rule  of  the  road  at  I 
lig'Us,  signals,  Ac.,  with  a  view  of 
:iiig  the  r^ulations  still  more  eflfec- 
fbr  prerenting  the  collisions  which 
s  been  eo  fatal  to  lai^e  ships  as  well 
0  fishing  vessels.  I  may  add  that 
ioooBsiaten^  of  the  laws  as  to  the 
ent  lights  of  Gehiug  vessels  has  been 
Mit  anoject  of  complaint.  ThatCom- 
»e  reported  after  two  years,  and, 
Dg  thrae  years,  communications  went 
nth  all  the  foreign  Powers  to  in- 
ihem  to  come  to  an  international 
emant  on  this  important  subject, 
y  inggestions  were  received  &om 
1,  and  many  of  them  were  adopted. 
fLsral  agreement  was  come  to  at  the 
>f  last  year,  and  the  result  was  that 
egolations  were  passed  by  an  Order 
ioancil,  which  provided  that  they 
Id  come  in  force  oa  the  let  of  Sop- 
m,  1880.  I  need  hardly  say  that 
UTAngements  as  to  lights  with  re- 
to  fiuting  boats,  to  which  my  hon. 
id  alludes,  were  drawn  up  solely 
the  view  of  protecting  the  lives  and 
ir^  of  those  at  sea,    whether   in 

L boats  or  ahips.  Had  the  Ses- 
Bo  pndowed,  no  Government 
I  have  thought  for  one  moment  of 
inff  the  very  reasonable  request 
I  u  made  by  the  men  connected 
the  great  fishing  industry  of  the 
^  to  be  allowed  to  make  their 
heard  by  a  Committee  of  the 
>  <rf  Oomnunu  on  a  subject  which 
gelj  affects  their  daily  habits ;  and 


I  need  hardly  say  that  it  is  my  wish,  as 
representing  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  in- 
terfere as  little  as  possible  n'ith  the 
usages  and  practices  of  the  fishermen 
consistently  with  the  safety  of  their  own 
lives  and  of  those  who  navigate  the 
I  seas.  As  I  cannot  grant  the  Committee 
now,  I  think  the  best  course  will  be  that 
I  should  engage,  if  I  am  in  my  present 
official  position  when  the  new  Parlia- 
ment assembles,  to  propose  that  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  on  this  subject, 
so  that  the  men  may  have  every  oppor- 
tunity of  making  known  their  views. 
With  the  object,  however,  that  ample 
time  should  be  provided  for  this  inquiry, 
I  have  consulted  with  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty; 
and  we  have  agreed  that  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient, as  we  find  we  have  the  power, 
to  propose  that  another  Order  in  Council 
should  bo  passed  with  regard  to  Article 
10  of  these  regulations — that  is  to  say, 
the  one  which  affects  the  lights  of  fish- 
ing boats,  providing  that,  as  my  hon. 
Friend  suggests,  that  that  part  of  the 
regulations  should  not  come  into  efiect 
till  the  Ist  of  September,  18S1  ;  and  we 
shall,  of  liourse,  make  the  necessary  com- 
munications with  foreign  Govoraments 
on  the  subject.  Ia  this  way,  ample 
time  will  be  secured  for  the  full  and  fur- 
ther investigation  of  this  subject,  which 
I  am  very  ^ad  to  be  able  to  forward. 

PABLIASIESTARY  ELECTIONS  AND 
CUHltUPT  PItACTICEM  (So.  2}  BILL. 
Mr.  ANDERSON  asked  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  the 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt 
Prattices  (No.  2)  Bill  would  bo  pro- 
ceeded with  to-night? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  tue  EXCHE- 
GUEE,  ia  reply,  said,  it  was  intended  to 
go  on  with  the  Bill  to-niglit.  There  were 
several  Orders  before  it,  no  doubt ;  but 
he  presumed  the  House  would  wish  to 
proceed  with  it.  He  could  not  say  after 
what  hour  it  would  not  be  brought  on. 

ORDERS    OF   THE   DAY. 

SUrPLY— SUPPLEMENTAIIY  (£l,aii.200) 

—WAR  IM  SOUTU  AFRICA. 

Supply — comidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  Thst  n  Supplement.! TV  luui,  not  excoedinp- 

£1,123,200,  U>  gruulud  to  liur  Unjcsty,  beyuud 
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the  ordinary  Grants  of  Parliament,  towarcU  do- 
fraying  the  Expenditure  which  will  come  in 
course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31  at  day  of  March  1880,  in  consequence  of 
the  War  in  South  Africa." 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

(1.)  £703,000,  Supplementary,  War 
in  South  Africa,  Vote  of  Credit. 

(2.)  £222,200,  War  in  South  Africa 
Vote  of  Credit  ((Jriqua  Land  West). 

(3.)  £300,000,  Supplementary,  War 
in  South  Africa,  Vote  of  Credit  (Siku- 
kuni  Expedition,  &c.) 

Mr.  COUETNEY  asked  how  the  Vote 
was  distributed  between  the  expedi- 
tion against  Secocoeni  and  the  expense 
incurred  in  the  occupation  of  the  l^ans- 
yaal  ?  It  was  very  desirable  the  House 
should  know  something  in  regard  to  the 
occupation  of  the  Transvaal  altogether 
independent  from  the  expenditure  for 
the  expedition  against  Secocoeni.  One 
might  be  of  a  permanent  character, 
while  the  other  was  not. 

Sir  HENEY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  the  sum  required  for  the  expedition 
against  Secocoeni  was  £220,000,  and  the 
sum  included  in  the  Vote  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  Transvaal  was  £100,000. 

Vote  agr$$d  to, 

CrVlL  SERVICES  (EXCESSES),  1878-9. 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

'*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,560  9».  10^., 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  make  good  Ex- 
cesses on  certain  Grants  for  Civil  Services,  for 
the  year  ended  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1879, 
viz: — 

Class  I. — Public  Works  and   Bxtild- 

INQS. 


Furniture  of  Public  Offices 


64  19    7 


Glass  n. — Salaries  and  Exfeksbs  of 

Public  Departhents. 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  Offices    12517    8 

Class  III. — Law  and  Justioe. 
LandHegistry       23  11    7 

Class  IV. — Education,   Science,    and 

Art. 


National  Gallery 469    5  6 

Deep  Sea  Exploring  Expedition, 

Report 409     1  8 

Queen*s  Unirendty,  Ireland  173  19  7 


Class  VI. — Superannuation  and  Re- 
tired Allowances,  and  OaATmiEs 
FOR   Charitable   and    other    Pck- 


POSES. 

Superannuation  and  Retired  Al-      £      i.  4. 

lowancos  . .         . .         . .          . .    1,410  13  6 

ReUef  of  Distressed  British  Sea- 
men Abroad       2,878    1  1 


Total  Amount  to  be  Voted   for 
Civil  Services     ..         ..  £5,660    0  10 

Qaestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

EesolutioDS  to  be  reported  To-Morrotf, 
at  Two  of  the  clock ; 

Committee  to  sit  ag^n  T\>'morrow, 


WAYS  AND  MEANS-FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT— COMMITTEK 

Ways  and  Means — wmtidered  in  Com- 
mittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

The  CHANCELLOH  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Mr.  Baikes,  I  am  yery  sensible 
of  the  great  inoonTonienoe  which  attendi 
the  bringing  forward  of  the  Financial 
Statement  before  the  doee  of  the  financial 
year.  It  is  necessary  to  complete  the  Esti- 
mates for  the  year  that  is  expiring  bj  a 
certain  amount  of  conjecture;  and  my  ex- 
perience of  Budgets  has  taught  me  that 
the  last  week  or  two  of  the  financial  year 
arefrequentlyproductiyeofmodificatioDS, 
and  sometimes  important  modificatiooi, 
in  the  statements  which  appeared  likely 
to  have  been  made  two  or  three  weeb 
beforehand.    I  must,  therefore,  in  the 
statement  I  haye  now  to  make  to  the 
Committee,  apologue  beforehand  for  any 
errors  that  may  eyentually  proye  to  be 
made  in  the  statement ;  But!  can  avure 
the  Committee  that  I  haye  myself  takea 
pains,  and  the  Heads  of  Departmenta 
who  are  more  specially  concerned  in  the 
framing   of  the  Estimates  haye  takea 
yery  great  pains,  to  make  the  Ewtimatea 
as  cautious  and  as  little  likely  to  mislead 
the  House  by  too  sanguine  anticipationa 
as  it  is  possible  for  them  to  do.    Now, 
Sir,  in  the  Budget  which  I  brought  for- 
ward last  yearlestimatedfor  aBeyenneia 
1879-80of  £83,055,000,  and  an  Eipcndi- 
ture  of  £81,153,000,  showing  a  surplus 
of  £  1 ,900,000,  leaying  out  of  the  aooouDi 
the  charge  which  we  knew  would  hate 
ultimate^  to  be  made  on  account  of  ser- 
vices in  South  Africa.     Later  in  the 
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yoar,  when  we  had  obtained  somo  fuller 
information  with  regard  to  the  progress 
of  affairs  in  Soath  Africa,  I  took  a  Vote 
of  Credit  for  the  sum  of  £3,000,000, 
which,  with  some  small  additions  for 
other  porposes,  raised  the  Estimate  of 
Expenditure  to  £84,216,000.  Thus  I 
left  an  estimated  deficit  of  £1,161,000. 
Well,  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the 
Estimate  I  then  formed  of  Eevenue  has 
been  very  largely  disappointed.  The 
Revenae  was  estimated  at  £83,055,000  ; 
but  we  can  only  take  it  as  likely  to  yield 
some  £80,860,000,  showing  a  loss  of 
£2,195,000  upon  the  Estimate  of  Eeve- 
nue.  As  I  had  already  estimated  for  a  de- 
ficit of  £1,161,000,  that  leaves  a  deficit  of 
£3,356,000  upon  these  Estimates.  That 
is  assuming,  of  course,  that  the  Expen- 
diture would  be  what  I  reckoned  it  in 
the  month  of  August  last.  I  will  abstain 
for  a  moment  from  entering  into  the 
particulars  of  the  disappointment  in  the 
Berenue.  I  wish,  first  of  all,  to  say  a 
few  words  more  on  the  subject  of  the 
Expenditure.  Now,  Sir,  at  the  first 
blushy  undoubtedly,  the  appearance  of 
the  Supplementary  Estimates  that  have 
been  presented  in  the  course  of  the  year 
is  somewhat  discouraging.  We  have 
had  Supplementary  Estimates  presented 
this  Session  to  the  amount  of  £  1 ,783,000, 
and  if  these  Estimates  represented  a 
real  addition  to  our  Expenditure  of  that 
tmount  it  is  clear  that  the  deficit  would 
stand  at  something  more  than  £5,000,000 
— that  is  to  say,  that  is  the  amount  at 
which  it  would  stand  if  we  had  really 
spent  all  the  money  Parliament  has  em- 
powered us  to  spend.  However,  it  is  a 
consolation  to  think  that  we  have  not 
spent  all  that  money.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
are  naturally,  and  very  properly,  sensi- 
tive upon  the  subject  of  Supplementary 
Estimates ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I 
must  remind  the  Committee  that  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  are  the  price  that  we 
paT  for  a  scientific  financial  system.  In 
olden  times  there  was  a  much  more 
rough  and  ready  way  of  making  Esti- 
mates and  taking  Votes  than  at  the  pro- 
sent  time.  You  took  Votes  for  certain 
Beirices,  and  if  those  Votes  wore  not 
exhausted  in  one  year  the  balance  was 
carried  on  to  another  year ;  and,  there- 
fore, there  was  not  any  occasion  for 
Supplementary  Estimates  as  there  is  at 
present.  We  are  now  very  precise; 
money  is  voted  for  one  item  in  the  Ser- 
vice,  and   it  cannot  bo  transferred  to 


another ;  and,  of  course,  it  is  always 
necessary  to  take  your  Estimates  at  a 
moderate  rate,  otherwise  there  would 
be  a  general  tendency  to  extravagance. 
The  consequence  is  that  Supplementary 
Estimates  area  matter  of  necessity;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  are  commonly 
balanced  by  the  savings  on  other  Votes. 
The  Supplementary  Estimates  of  this 
Session  are  of  two  classes.  There  are  those 
which  belong  to  the  ordinary  Services  of 
the  year,  which  amount  to  £557,800, 
which  have  been  entirely  covered,  and 
more  than  covered,  by  the  saving  on 
other  Votes  ;  and,  secondly,  there  are 
those  which  belong  to  the  expenditure 
on  the  South  African  Services,  which 
the  previous  Committee  has  just  voted, 
and  which  amounts  to  £1,225,200.  Now, 
it  is  with  regard  to  that  second  Estimate 
that  I  wish  to  engage  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  for  a  few  minutes.  We 
have  every  reason  now  to  hope  and  be- 
lieve not  only  that  we  have  seen  the  last 
of  our  troubles  in  South  Africa,  but  that 
we  have  arrived  at  a  correct  knowledge 
of  their  cost.  Beference  was  made  a 
few  minutes  ago  to  the  length  of  time 
which  occurred  in  obtaining  correct  in- 
formation as  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
Abyssinian  Expedition ;  and  I  know 
that  gloomy  parallels  have  been  drawn 
between  the  expenditure  in  connection 
with  that  expedition  and  the  probable 
expenditure  upon  the  South  African  Ser- 
vices. But  the  cases  are  really  not  at 
all  parallel.  In  the  case  of  Abyssinia, 
the  war  services  were  conducted  by  tho 
Indian  Government,  and  the  charges 
wore  made  up  by  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment and  sent  home  to  the  Imperial  Go- 
vernment to  bo  paid ;  and  we  know,  un- 
liappily,  that  that  is  a  process  which 
always  involves  a  very  considerable  loss 
of  time.  On  the  present  occasion,  every- 
thing has  boon  paid  through  our  own 
olUcers;  and  not  only  so,  but,  as  tho 
Committee  is  aware,  last  Session  wo 
took  the  precaution  of  despatching  three 
officers  of  the  Government — Mr.  White, 
the  Accountant  General  to  the  War 
Office ;  Mr.  Gurdon,  one  of  the  principal 
olficors  of  the  Treasury ;  and  Mr.  Law- 
son,  of  the  War  Office — for  the  purpose 
of  inquiring  on  tho  spot  into  the  expen- 
diture which  had  taken  place,  and  appor- 
tioning it  properly  under  different  heads. 
Well,  these  three  gentlemen  have  com- 

Eleted  their  task :  and  I  must  say  thoy 
ave  completed  it  in  a  manner  whicn 
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reflects  the  very  highest  credit  upon 
them.  They  are  gentlemen  whoso  names 
are  well  known  to  Members  of  this 
House,  and  they  have  fully  maintained 
the  high  reputation  they  had  previously 
achieved  in  the  Civil  Service.  They 
have  produced  a  very  interesting  Report, 
which  I  propose  shortly  to  lay  upon  the 
Table.  In  the  meantime,  through  their 
exertions,  and  by  the  information  we 
have  collected  in  our  hands,  we  are  able 
to  give  with,  I  think,  an  accuracy  that 
may  be  depended  upon,  the  total  cost 
of  the  Zulu  War  and  other  Services 
in  South  Africa.  Now,  the  cost  of  the 
Zulu  War  to  the  Imperial  Government, 
from  first  to  last,  has  been  £5,138,000. 
I  believe  that  almost  the  whole  of  the 
cost  has. really  been  defrayed,  so  far,  by 
the  Imperial  Government.  There  have 
been  some  charges  which  have  been 
borne  by  the  Colonial  Governments. 
But  at  present  the  great  bulk  has  fallen 
upon  the  Imperial  Government ;  and  the 
question  how  we  are  to  regulate  the  re- 
payment, which,  no  doubt,  the  Colonies 
ought  to  make  of  a  certain  proportion  of 
that  Expenditure,  is  a  somewhat  intricate 
matter,  and  one  in  which  we  are  engaged 
in  a  correspondence  that  is  not  yet  com- 
pleted. But  I  will  state  the  amount 
which  has  been  paid  for  the  Zulu  War, 
independent  of  the  other  Services — the 
expedition  against  Secocoeni  and  the 
occupation  of  the  Transvaal.  The  amount 
was  £5,138,000,  of  which  £4,396,000 
belonged  to  the  Army,  £692,000  to  the 
Navy,  and  £50,000  to  contingencies. 
How  has  provision  been  made  for  that 
purpose  ?  It  has  been  partly  made  in 
the  ordinary  Army  and  Navy  Estimates 
of  1878-79  and  1879-80,  but  chiefly  by 
the  two  great  Votes  of  Credit  taken  in 
these  two  years  —  one  for  £1,500,000, 
and  the  second  for  £3,000,000.  Well, 
now,  hon.  Gentlemen  will  observe  that 
Votes  of  Credit  are  in  the  nature  of 
Supplementary  Votes,  to  make  up  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  ordinary  Votes  for  the 
Army  and  Navy;  and  when  any  ex- 
penditure, or  war,  or  special  service  has 
to  be  paid  for,  and  a  Vote  of  Credit  is 
asked  for,  the  charge,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, falls,  not  upon  the  Vote  of  Credit, 
but  upon  the  Army  and  Navy  Votes,  as 
far  as  they  will  go.  It  is  only  when  they 
have  been  exhausted  that  recourse  is  had 
to  the  Vote  of  Credit.  In  this  case, 
the  ordinary  Army  Votes  have  borne 
£623,000  of  that  expenditure,  and  the 
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Navy  Votes  £192.000  in  the  two  yean, 
so  that  £815,000  have  been  provided  out 
of  the  ordinary  Votes ;  and  the  expen- 
diture out  of  Uie  Vote  of  Credit  has  be«i 
£4,323,000.  That,  of  course,  has  not  ex- 
hausted the  Vote  of  Credit ;  and  the  result 
is  that  the  amount  which  Parliament  hv 
already  provided  for  the  Zulu  War  ha? 
paid  the  whole  of  the  expenses  of  that 
War,  and  leaves  a  balance  of  £177,00) 
more    than    was   necessary.      That,  I 
think,  is  a  very  satisfactory  statement, 
because  there  has  been   great  uneasi- 
ness as   to   the  total   coet  which  the 
War  would  impose  upon  the  coontr;. 
There  has    been    great    alarm    lest  a 
large  addition  should  be  asked  for  to 
complete  the  Expenditure,  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly gratifying  to  find  that  we  have 
already  provided  and  already  Toted  all. 
and  more  than  all,  that   is  neceaaanr. 
Well,  Sir,  the  Committee  will  natur^j 
ask,  if  that  is  so,  what  is  the  meanijig 
of  the  large  Bupplementaij  Eatiinates 
which  we  have  just  been  asked  to  vote? 
With  regard  to  the  greater  portion  of 
that  Vote,  it  is  not  a  new  Vote  at  all ; 
but  it  is  simply  a  re- Vote  of  £880,000 
which  was  voted  in  the  year  1878-9,  bat 
which  could  not  be  applied  in  that  year 
from  want  of  time.    That,  asain,  is  one 
of  the  results  of  our  scientific  fiw^wwVl 
system,  because,  if  a  Vote  of  Credit  is 
granted  now,  it  is  not  granted  as  it  was 
in  olden  times — to  be  used  until  it  ia  ex- 
hausted ;  but  it  can  only  be  made  uae  of 
until  the  end  of  the  financial  year— the 
3 1  st  of  March.    And  although  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  Expenditure  incurred  in 
that  year — 1878-9 — to  which   this  wu 
probably  applicable,  it   could   not  be 
brought  to  the  charge  of  the  year,  sad 
it  had  to  be  surrendered  and  re-voted. 
With  regard  to  the  remainder  of  the 
sum,  it  is  explained  in  this  way — ThB 
disturbances  in  Griqualand  West  aroas, 
not,  perhaps,  as  the  direct  conseqneiios» 
but  probably  as  a  consequence,  ol  the 
hostilities  in  Zululand.    Xiord  Chelma- 
ford  was  unable,  at  the  time,  to  spare 
any  troops  to  suppress  the  rising  that 
took  place  in  (hiqualand,  and  (Lionel 
Lanyon,  the  Administrator,  was  oUiged 
to  take  steps  at  once  to  put  down  the 
rising  by  the  aid  of  Colonial  levies ;  and 
in  order  to   do  that  he  was  forced  to 
apply  to  the  Treasury  Chest  for  an  ad* 
vance  of  more  than  £220,000.  That  sum 
was  advanced ;  and  we  understand  f^om 
Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Qurdon,  who  havs 
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tod  on  the  subject,  that  no  doubt 
hole  of  that  expenditure,  and  more 
the  whole  of  it,  was  incurred  by  the 
7,  and  the  Oolony  could  not  at  the 
oit  haTe  provided  the  money  in  any 
way.  The  question  as  to  how  the 
ment  is  to  be  made  is  one  of  the 
ipal  points  we  are  at  present  en- 
L  in  discussing  with  the  Colonial 
nment.  Well,  then,  in  addition  to 
lame  the  Expenditnxe  of  the  expe- 
L  against  Seoocoeni ;  but  that  is  a 
r  on  which  we  have  not  yet 
as   complete    information    as  we 

on  other  points,  because  the 
lition  had  hardly  come  to  an 
it  the  time  these  gentlemen  left 
i  Africa.  There  is,  therefore, 
innst  of  guess-work  in  the  Esti- 

and  some  allowance  must  be  made 
•  troops  which  have  been  kept  in 
ransvaal.  I  think  we  are  taking 
1  Estimate — in  fact,  rather  more 
is  necessaiy — in  putting  that  sum 
(00,000.  I  do  not  wi^  to  delay 
ommittee  by  going  into  these  de- 
nore  Aan  I  can  help,  and  I  will 

the  general  result  of  all  these 
».  It  comes  to  this — that  the  total 
nt  of  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
Lb  Tear  has  been  £1,783,000 ;  but 
otal  amount  of  savings  is  calcu- 
ai  £1,800,000,  so  that  the  savings 
more  than  covered  the  Supplemen- 
Bstimates.  The  result,  therefore, 
ugh  it  is  bad  enough,  is  not  so 
yi  at  first  sight  might  be  thought. 
reanlt  is  that  there  is  a  deficit  of 
15,000  upon  balance  of  Bevenue 
3]qMnditure  for  the  year  just  clos- 
and  this  is  due,  not  to  any  failure 
XHrrectness  in  our  Estimates  of  Ex- 
tore,  but,  with  the  exception  of 
(0,000  included  in  the  arrangements 
it  year,  to  the  disappointment  of 
inetothe  extent  of  over  £2,000,000. 
letails  of  that  disappointment  are 
Hows : — Customs  are  estimated  to 
a  decrease  of  £700,000  below  the 
late.    This  loss  arises  almost  en- 

cm  spirits ;  £670,000  represents 
lUing-off  on  Ihat  head.  There  is 
k  amall  falling-off  of  £25,000  upon 
Excise  will  probably  show  a  de- 
ft of  £1,960,000,  made  up  of 
,000  on  Hoences,  £940,000  on  malt, 
KM)  on  railways,  and  about  £800,000 

spirits,  so  that  the  total  failure  in 
t  during  the  year  from  the  two 
1  branches  of   Bevenue,  Customs 


and  Excise,  amounts  very  nearly  to 
£1,500,000— £800,000  and  £670,000. 
Of  course,  so  far  as  the  decline  in  the 
consumption  of  spirits  is  concerned,  we 
must  attribute  it  mainly,  I  suppose,  to 
the  failure  of  consuming  power  amongst 
the  working  classes  and  others  who 
are  in  the  habit  of  consuming  spirits ; 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  to  some  ex- 
tent, it  may  be  an  indication  of  an  im- 
provement in  the  habits  of  the  people, 
and  a  movement  in  the  direction  of 
temperance.  It  is,  at  least,  satisfac- 
tory to  notice  that,  while  the  con- 
sumption of  spirits  has  fallen  off  so 
largely,  the  consumption  of  tea  and 
coffee  and  other  articles,  though  it  has 
not  increased,  has  not  fallen  off  at  all. 
There  is  a  large  falling-off  upon  malt — 
£940,000.     That,  to  some  extent,  I  sup- 

Eose,  may  be  explained  in  the  same  way 
y  the  diminution  of  the  consuming 
Eower  of  those  classes  who  drink  beer ; 
ut,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  also  partly 
to  be  attributed  to  the  very  g^at  milure 
and  the  great  lateness  of  the  barley 
harvest  of  last  year ;  and  I  presume  that 
this  failure  in  malt  is,  therefore,  to  be 
looked  upon,  to  some  extent  at  all  events, 
as  one  of  an  exceptional  character.  With 
regard  to  the  other  heads  of  Bevenue, 
there  is  an  increase  in  the  probate  stamps 
and  legacies  of  £460,000.  There  is  a 
slight  falling-off  in  deed  stamps  and 
others ;  but  latterly  these  have  improved. 
Customs  are  £700,000  less  than  the 
Estimate,  and  Excise  £1,970,000  less; 
stamps  are  £320,000 more;  Income  Tax, 
£50,000  less ;  the  Post  Office  is  £50,000 
more,  and  the  Telegraph  Service  £80, 000 
more;  Crown  Lands  are  the  same  as 
the  Estimate ;  Interest  on  Advances  is 
£75,000  more,  and  the  Miscellaneous 
Services  are  taken  at  the  sum  that  they 
were  estimated  at.  With  regard  to  the 
Income  Tax,  I  may  state  that  the  assess- 
ments are  fully  up  to  the  amount  that 
was  anticipated  ;  but  in  consequence  of 
this  being  one  of  the  triennial  years  of 
the  now  assessment  there  has  been 
some  delay  in  the  collection  of  the  tax, 
and  therefore  there  will  be  for  the  year, 

Erobably,  a  falling-off  of  about  £50,000. 
ict  me  now  turn  to  the  Estimate  for  the 
Expenditure  of  the  year  which  we  are 
about  to  enter  upon.  The  estimated 
Expenditure  for  1880-1  is  as  follows: — 
We  take  the  permanent  charge  of  the 
Debt  at  £28,000,000 ;  the  interest  on 
Local  Loans  at  £500,000;  Loan  to  India, 
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£61,478;  charge  of  the  Suez  Loan, 
£200,000  ;  interest  on  Supply  Exchequer 
Bonds,  £284,000;  other  Consolidated 
Fund  Charges,  £1,712,000,  making  for 
Debt  and  Consolidated  Fund  Charges 
£30,767,478,  or  about  £388,000  more 
than  the  issues  in  the  cun-ent  year. 
The  charge  for  the  Army  is  £15,541,000. 
The  Exchequer  issues  in  the  year  now 
closing  are  taken  at  £15,645,000,  show- 
ing a  decrease  in  the  coming  year  of 
£104,000.  The  Home  Charges  for  the 
Forces  in  India  are  £1,100,000,  being 
nearly  the  same  sum  they  were  estimated 
at  for  tho  closing  year.  The  Navy  is 
£10,492,000,  against  the  Estimate  of  the 
current  year  of  £  1 0, 5  86, 000,  showing  that 
upon  the  Navy  the  Estimate  is  £94,000 
less  than  that  for  the  closing  year.  Tho 
Vote  of  Credit  for  tho  South  African  War 
does  not  re-appear.  The  Civil  Service 
Expenditure  is  £  1 5,436,000 ;  the  Budget 
Estimate  last  year  was  £15,084,000, 
showing  an  increase  of  £352,000.  Cus- 
toms and  Inland  Eevenue  are  £2,816,000. 
Post  Office,  £3,420,000;  Telegraph  Ser- 
vice, £1,210,000;  and  Packet  Service, 
£710,468.  That  makes  the  charge  for 
Expenditure  £81,486,000,  as  against 
£81,153,000,  which  was  the  Budget 
Estimate  last  year.  This  shows  an  excess 
of  £333,000  upon  the  Estimates  for  this 
year.  Well,  then.  Sir,  wo  have  to  con- 
sider what  is  the  Eevenue  that  we  shall 
have  to  meet  that  Expenditure.  In  tak- 
ing the  Estimates  fur  the  Eevenue,  I 
have,  as  I  havo  already  stated  to  the 
Committee,  endeavoured  to  impress  upon 
the  heads  of  the  great  Offices  to  be  as 
careful  and  as  moderate  as  possible  in 
the  Estimates  that  they  might  frame ; 
and  they  have,  I  think,  fulfilled  their 
duty  in  a  spirit  of  very  great  caution  and 
moderation.  Tho  Customs,  which  will 
produce  £19,300,000  in  the  present  year, 
are  taken  at  tho  same  amount  for  next 
year— namely,  £19,300,000.  The  Ex- 
cise, which  will  this  year  produce 
£25,300,000,  is  taken  for  the  next  year 
at  £26,140,000.  That  shows  an  in- 
crease upon  the  Estimate  for  tho  Ex- 
cise of  £840,000.  That,  of  course,  is 
taken  on  the  assumption  that  we  shall 
receive  the  ordinary  amount  of  Malt 
Bevenue,  or  something  nearer  tho  or- 
dinary amount  of  Malt  Eevcnue,  than 
that  of  last  year,  which  fell  about 
£900,i:00  below  tho  usual  amount. 
The  average  of  seven  years  shows  a 
lower  figure  than  that  which  wo*  havo  I 
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taken.     But  this  sum  has  been  arriTed 
at  after  very  great  care  has  been  taken, 
and  it  is  certainly  adopted  with  confi- 
dence by  the  Board  of  Inland  Bevenue. 
Then,  for  Stamps,  the  Exchequer  receipts 
for  this  year  are  taken  at  £11,100,000. 
and  the  Estimate  for  next  year  is  put  at 
the  same  amount.     If,  however,  we  are 
fortunate  enough  to  see  a  eontinnatioB 
of  the  present  improvement  in  trade  and 
business,  we  may  hope  for  an  increase 
in  the  Bevenue  from  Stamps,  though  ir« 
have  not  calculated  on  any  increase  in 
receipts    from    this  source,    bat  hare 
taken  the  figures  at  the  same  amount  ai 
this  year.    With  regard  to  the  Land 
Tax  and  House  Duty,   it  will  be  this 
year  £2,700,000,  and  for  next  year  we 
take  them  at  £2,760,000,  making  an  in- 
crease of  £60,000.     The  Income  Tax  is 
expected  to  yield  this  year  £9,200,000, 
and    the    Estimate    for    next    year  ]a 
£9,000,000,     or    a    smaller     sum    bj 
£200,000.    This  is  a  cautious  Estimate 
which  it  is  thought  wise  to  take  in  con- 
sideration of  the  depression  which  has 
existed  so  long,  and  the  fact  that  as  the 
Income  Tax  is  taken  on  an  average  of 
three  years  it  will  probably  make  a  bad 
return  for  next  year.     The  Post  Ofliee 
Revenue  for  this  year  will  be  £6,300,000, 
and  we  estimate  it  for   next    year  at 
£6,400,000,    making    an    increase  of 
£100,000.    The  Telegraph  Service  will 
yield  this  year  £1,420,000,  and  we  take 
it  at  the  same  for  next  year.   TheCrovn 
Lands  yield  this   year   £390,000,  and 
that  item  is  taken  at  the  same  fig^ure  lor 
next  year.    The  interest  for  advaneeaon 
Local  Works  and  on  Purchase  Monej  of 
the  Suez  Canal  Shares  is  £1,350,000, 
which  I  take  also  at  the  same  amount 
for  next  year.    There  are  also  Miscel- 
laneous Receipts,  which  are  £3,900,000, 
and  which  I  take  for  the  ensuing  year 
at  £3,800,000,  or  £100,000  less.    The 
total  result  is  that  as  against  the  insome 
of   the    present    year   of   £80,860,000 
we  estimate  for  the  year  to  come  an 
income    of   £81,560,000,    showinff  in 
advance  of  £700,000  on  the  whole  ••- 
timated  Bevenue  of  this  year,  as  com- 
pared with  the  Revenue  of  last  year. 
That  Estimate  is,  as  I  hare  said,  a  ver^ 
cautious  and  practical  one.     It  amomti 
to  a  Revenue  of  £81,560,000,  asagamit 
an  Expenditure  of  £81,486,000,  showug 
a  surplus  of  £74,000,  or  what  we  may 
call,  practically,  an  equilibrium  betwsi> 
Revenue  and  Expenditure.    So  far  te 
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the  Berenue,  m  we  have  it  at  present ; 
bot  I  must  remind  the  Committee  that 
there  is  a  Bill  before  the  House,  which, 
altiiongli  not  introduced  as  part  of  the 
Budget  arrangement  itself,  of  course 
fonna  a  material  feature,  if  it  is  passed, 
in  the  finances  of  the  year.  I  mean  the 
Fkobate  and  Administration  Duties  Bill. 
I  imderBtand,  Mr.  Baikes,  that  some 
remarks  have  been  made  upon  the  fact 
that  that  Bill  has  been  introduced  sepa- 
ratelj  and  independently  of  the  Budget. 
TTndoobtedly,  if  at  the  time  when  I 
oontemplatfld  it  I  had  foreseen  that  I 
■hmild  bring  in  the  Budget  quite  so  early, 
it  miffht  have  been  better  to  put  the  two 
together.  But  it  was  important  that  if 
that  Bill  was  passed  it  should  bo  passed 
before  the  close  of  the  present  financial 
year*  so  as  to  produce  its  full  effect  in 
another  year,  and  it  will  be  in  the  re- 
eollection  of  the  Committee  that  that 
Bill  was  introduced  not  primarily  with  a 
financial  object,  but  primarily  on  account 
of  a  Besolution  which  was  carried,  or 
rather  which  was  accepted,  nearly  unani- 
mously in  the  House  last  Session  with 
regard  to  the  scale  of  charges  for  probate 
and  administration  duties.  What  I 
•houldnow  propose  to  do  with  regard  to 
that  Bill  woula  be  to  read  it  a  second 
time  concurrently  with  the  Budget  Bill, 
and  then,  when  tiiey  come  to  Committee, 
that  there  should  be  an  instruction  given 
to  amalgamate  the  two  Bills  in  one,  so 
that  the  practice,  and  the  very  proper 
practice,  of  this  House  of  having  all  its 
financial  arrangements  in  one  Bill,  and 
■ending  them  up  to  the  other  House  in 
that  form,  may  oe  observed.  It  has  not 
always  been  observed,  for  there  was  a 
ease  in  1870,  when  the  stamp  duties 
were  consolidated  and  raised,  and  when 
that  was  done  by  a  separate  Bill,  afTcct- 
ing  the  Bevenue  to  a  considerable  sum  ; 
bat  I  quite  admit  that  it  would  bo  a 
proper  thing  to  put  the  two  Bills  to- 
gether when  we  go  into  Committee.  The 
effect  of  that  measure  will  be  naturallv 
to  increase  the  Revenue  by  at  least 
£700,000,  and  adding  that  amount  to 
the  £74,000  which  I  liave  found  to  bo 
the  surplus  upon  my  Estimate  for  the 
coming  financial  year  the  total  may  be 
taken  at  £774,000.  There,  of  course, 
remains  one  very  important  question 
into  which  I  must  go  rather  in  detail.  ' 
Before  I  do  so,  however,  I  winli  to  men-  | 
tion  a  matter  in  passing,  and  to  ulludo  to 
a  small  alteration  of  tlie  law  which  it  is  | 


proposed  to  introduce  into  this  Bill  upon 
a  matter  which  has  caused  some  httle 
interest.  A  great  many  questions  have 
been  raised  with  regard  to  the  co-opera- 
tive stores,  and  great  complaints  have 
been  made  by  some  persons  that  the 
stores  are  unfairly  excepted  from  the 
Income  Tax.  Of  course,  whatever  our 
opinions  may  be  upon  that  general  sub- 
ject, it  is  wrong  that  that  advantage 
should  be  given  to  the  stores.  The 
matter  has  been  inquired  into,  and  it  is 
found  at  the  Inland  Bevenue  that  the 
state  of  the  case  is  something  of  this 
kind.  Of  the  great  co-operative  stores 
one  only,  the  Civil  Service  Supply  Asso- 
ciation, has  escaped  the  payment  of  In- 
come Tax.  It  has  done  that  by  enrolling 
itself  as  an  industrial  and  provident 
society.  Believing  that  the  exemption 
granted  to  industrial  and  provident 
societies  was  never  intended  to  apply  to 
a  wealthy  corporation  like  this,  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  have  con- 
sidered how  best  to  repeal  the  exemption 
enjoyed  by  the  stores  in  question,  with- 
out injuring  those  bond  fide  industrial 
societies  whom  it  was  intended  by  Par- 
liament to  exempt.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Inland  Bevenue  has  consulted 
the  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies  and 
other  gentlemen,  who  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  working  of  co-opera- 
tive societies;  and  they  have  agreed  upon 
a  clause  which,  it  is  understood,  will 
accomplish  the  object  that  is  desired, 
without  doing  any  injury  to  the  indus- 
trial and  provident  societies.  This  clause 
will  be  inserted  in  the  Budget  Bill,  and 
it  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Notwithstanding  tho  prorision  contained  in 
Sub-section  4  of  Section  11  of  tho  Indiiintrial 
and  Provident  Societies  Act,  1876,  a  society  re- 
gistered under  that  Act  shall  bo  chargeable 
under  Schedule  C  and  Schedule  D  of  the  In- 
come Tax  Acts  in  case  the  socirty  sells  to  per- 
sons who  arr  not  menilxrs  thereof,  and  tho 
number  of  the  sharts  of  tho  society  is  limited 
either  by  its  rules  or  practice." 

I  do  not  profess  to  bo  an  authority  on 
tho  subject  of  co-operative  societies ; 
but  I  have  high  autiiority  for  stating 
that  that  clause  will  eilect  tho  object  de- 
sired without  interfering  with  tho  pro- 
per exemption  of  industrial  societies. 
Wow,  Sir,  there  remains  only  one  matter 
with  which  1  have  to  deal — a  matter 
which,  of  course,  has  in  it  much  interest 
for  tho  country.  I  have  pven  tho  result 
of  lust  yrarV  finance,  and  shown  that 
a  largo  deficit  has  to  bo  met.     I  have 
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also  shown  what  will  be  the  Estimates 
of  the  Bevenue  and  Expenditure  for  the 
coming  year,  and  that  there  will  be  a 
surplus  of  nearly  £800,000.  We  have 
now  to  consider  what  ought  to  be  done 
with  regard  to  the  deficit  of  last  year, 
and  in  connection  therewith  the  accu- 
mulated deficits  of  former  years  which 
have  thus  far  been  represented  by  Ex- 
chequer Bonds  renewed  from  year  to 
year.  These  are  those  which  we  dis- 
tinguish from  the  other  portion  of  the 
Unfunded  Debt  by  the  title  of  Supply 
Exchequer  Bonds.  The  Committee  will 
see  that,  as  we  have  gone  on  with 
various  obligations,  we  have  adopted  a 
good  many  headings.  **  Interest  for 
Bonds  for  Suez  Canal  Shares,"  **  In- 
terest for  Bonds  for  Local  Loans,"  and 
so  forth ;  while  those  which  have  been 
created  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the 
extraordinary  Expenditure  of  the  last 
year  or  two  go  by  the  name  of  Supply 
iBxchequer  Bonds.  Supposing  that  the 
Bonds  which  are  now  just  falling  due 
are  renewed,  and  supposing  that  the 
deficit  of  the  year  1879-80  is  to  be  met 
by  the  issue  of  more  Exchequer  Bonds, 
we  find  that  that  will  amount  to  a  sum 
which  will  require  an  interest  of 
£284,000,  the  capital  being  something 
over  £8,000,000.  Now,  before  I  pro- 
ceed to  say  how  we  are  to  deal  with  this 
amount,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  position  of 
the  Debt  of  the  present  year.  In  the 
first  place,  comparing  the  state  of  the 
Debt,  as  it  will  be  on  the  21st  of  this 
month  with  what  it  was  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  it  is  estimated  that  on  the  Slst 
of  March  the  Funded  Debt  will  amount 
to  £710,490,000  Stock.  The  estimated 
value  of  the  Terminable  Annuities,  com- 
muted on  the  old  principle  and  not  upon 
that  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  London  (Mr.  Hub- 
bard), which  may  be  more  accurate,  but 
which  we  could  not  introduce  without 
disturbing  comparisons  with  past  years, 
is  £38,206,000.  The  Unfunded  Debt  is 
£30,855,000,  making  a  total  of  Funded 
and  Unfunded  Debt  £779.551,000.  The 
Funded  Debt,  of  course,  includes 
£2,049,000  of  Stock  created  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  loan  of  £2,000,000  to  India. 
Comparing  these  figures  with  those  for 
31st  March,  1879,  I  find  that  there  is 
an  increase  in  the  Funded  Debt  of 
£1,059,000,  and  in  the  Unfunded 
£4,985,000,  giving  a  total  increase  of 
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£6,044,000;  while  Terminable  Amraitiflt 
show  a  decrease  of  £4,672,000,  or,  in 
other  words,  a  net  increase  on  the  Thole 
of  £  1 ,472,000.     But  this  increase  miut 
be   analyzed.      In  the  first  place,  the 
debt  caosed  by  the  war,  which  is  not  re- 
coverable, will  amount  to   £2,750,000. 
Then    there   is   the    loan  to  India  of 
£2,049,000  ;  the  monies  borrowed  in  the 
year  for  Local  Works  £2,300,000,  ask- 
ing £4,349,000  of  Debt  which  will  be 
repaid ;   and  making  affain  a  totsl  of 
£7,099,000increase,  against  £1,055,000, 
which  has  been  paid  off  by  other  mesos, 
leaving  the  net  increase  of  £6,044,000. 
But  after  the  re-payable  Debt  is  de- 
ducted, as  I  think  it  ought  to  be,  to  get 
at  the  real  increase  in  the  Debt,  we  oome 
to  a  very  different  result.   By  re-payable 
Debt  I  mean  money  that    has    been 
advanced  upon  the  security  of  the  differ- 
ent Local  ^Bodies  to  whom  it  is  lent; 
secondly,  money  boirowed  for  thejpur- 
pose  of  paying  Uie  interest  on  the  SneE 
Canal  Snares,  against  which  we  reoeire 
a  payment  from  the  Khedive  of  Egjpt ; 
and,   thirdly,    there    is    the    som    of 
£2,000,000,  which  has  been  borroved 
for  the    purpose    of   being    lent  to, 
and  being  repaid  by,  India.     Taldag 
these  amounts  into  aooount,  then,  we 
should    find    that    the    Funded   Debt 
stands  at  £708,441,000,  the  Terminable 
Annuities  at  £32,206,000,  and  the  Un- 
funded Debt  at  £18,555,000,  maUng  s 
total  of  £775,202,000,  and  showing  s 
diminution  since  the  31st  March,  ltt79, 
in  spite  of  war  expenses,  of  £2,877,000. 
Now,  that  is  a  statement  which  onglit 
to  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  HonseTbe- 
cause  the  incurringr  of  Debt  re-paysUe 
is  not  an  increase  ot  Debt  in  the  ordinsiy 
sense;    and  next,  because  the  Home 
must  remember  that  some  portion  of  tlie 
increase  which  we  have  been  obliged  to 
make  has  been  due,  not  to  action  of  ovr 
own,  but  to  measures  undertaken  byonr 
Predecessors.     [Mr.  Guldstohx:  What 
is  the  diminution  in  Terminable  Anaai- 
ties  ?]     The  diminution  in  Terminabls 
Annuities  is  £4,572,000.     I  may  point 
out  next  that  since  the  present  Govern- 
ment came  in  in  1874  the  movement  of 
Debt  has  been  as  follows.     The  Funded 
Debt  has  decreased  from  £723,514,000 
to  £710,490,000,  being  a   decrease  of 
£13,024,000.  The  Terminable  Annuitiei 
have    decreased  from    £51,290,000   to 
£38,206,000,oradecreaseof£l3,084,000, 
making  upon  these  two  heads  a  total 
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of  £26,108,000.  On  the  other 
hand,  Unfonded  Debt  has  increased 
ftom  £4,479,000  to  £30,855,000,  show- 
ing an  increase  of  £26,376,000 ;  so  that 
upon  the  balance  of  Funded  and  Un- 
ftinded  Debt,  and  including  re-payable 
Debt  with  the  non-pajablo,  there  is  a 
total  increase  in  Debt  of  £268,000.  Of 
eonrse,  as  I  have  said  before,  if  you  de- 
duct the  re-pajable  Debt,  the  result  is 
Toy  different.  Now,  during  this  period 
there  have  been  heavy  war  expenses. 
We  reckon  the  cost  of  the  preparations 
in  connection  with  the  War  m  Turkey  at 
£6,125,000.  I  have  said  that  the  cost 
of  the  War  and  the  other  Service  in 
Soath  Africa  was  £6,160,000,  making 
a  total  for  these  two  Services  of 
£12,285,000.  Of  this  we  meet 
£8,100,000  by  Bonds.  I  need  not 
point  out  that  these  have  been  paid 
yearly,  and  that  if  our  Estimates  of  Be- 
Tenne  had  been  more  closely  accurate 
and  successful  than  they  have  been,  the 
defioiency  would  be  very  much  smaller 
than  it  actually  is.  I  would  also  point 
out  that  in  reckoning  this  amount  of 
£8,100,000  we  are  reckoning  without 
taking  into  account  what  we  may  re- 
oorer — and  we  undoubtedly  shall  re- 
eorer  some  substantial  amount  from  the 
Colonies.  [^'*OhV' and  laughter,']  Well, 
bat  there  is  no  doubt  about  it.    There 


be  no  doubt  that,  to  a  certain  extent, 
the  Colonies  acknowledge  their  liability, 
though  whether  they  take  the  same 
measnre  of  it  that  we  do  is  another 
matter.  I  leave  that  part  of  the  ques- 
tion aside  for  the  present,  because  I 
think  I  should  be  rather  prejudicing  the 
matter  by  going  into  details  at  present, 
farther  than  to  express  what  I  am  sure 
is  the  sense  of  the  whole  of  the  country — 
that  in  these  matters  the  interests  of  the 
Colonies  have  been  of  such  a  character 
that  it  is  right  and  proper  that  thoy 
should  bear  a  fair  proportion  of  tlie 
coata.  That  being  so,  I  also  wish  to 
point  oat  to  the  Committee  that  in  the 
Estimates  we  have  from  time  to  time 
submitted  to  Parliament  with  regard  to 
the  expenses  of  those  operations  we 
have  not  been  so  very  much  bosido  the 
mark.  In  the  first  instance,  wlion 
we  took  the  Vote  of  Credit  at  the  timo 
when  it  was  thought  necessary  to  inako 
preparations,  we  named  £6,000,000  hh 
the  possible  cost,  and  the  n^sult  was 
that  the  expenditure  which  we  incurred 
was  £6,125,000.    Then,  with  regard  to 


another  war,  that  on  the  Eastern  Fron« 
tier  at  the  Cape,  we  reckoned  it  at 
£600,000,  and  the  result  shows  that  the 
cost  of  it  amounted  to  £500,000.  We 
asked  last  year  and  the  year  before  for 
£4,500,000  for  the  Zulu  War,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sum  provided  out  of  the 
ordinary  grants ;  and,  as  I  showed  a 
little  while  ago,  our  demand  was  fully 
adequate,  and  more  than  adequate,  to 
meet  the  expenditure,  and  sufficient  even 
to  provide  for  other  Services  which  were 
not  then  contemplated.  That  being  so, 
I  think  that  the  forecasts  that  have  been 
made  by  men  of  experience  in  these 
matters  have  not  been  altogether  un- 
satisfactory. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
Public  Debt,  I  say,  if  we  were  to  exclude 
from  the  Debt  that  portion  of  it  which 
is  re-pavable,  the  net  result  of  our  six 
years  of  office  would  not  be  the  same  as 
it  appears  to  be  on  the  figures  I  have 
named.  According  to  that,  the  Funded 
Debt,  which  stood  at  £723,514,000  on 
31st  March,  1874,  would  have  been  re- 
duced to  £708,441,000;  because,  in 
reckoning  it  at  £7 10, 490,000, 1  included 
the  £2,000,000  that  had  been  lent  to 
India.  The  Terminable  Annuities  would 
be  diminished  by  £13,084,000,  while  the 
Unfunded  Debt  for  Supply  Services 
would  only  be  £7,815,000  more  than  it 
was  then.  That  would  show  a  net 
decrease,  during  these  six  years,  of 
£20,342,000,  excluding  the  £2,000,000 
for  India,  and  the  Debt  incurred  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Suez  Canal  Shares,  and 
also  for  the  purpose  of  providing  funds 
to  be  advanced  on  loan  to  local  autho- 
rities. Hon.  Members  are  very  well 
aware  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
anxiety  expressed,  and  I  dare  say  felt,  in 
some  portions  of  tho  country  with  re- 
gard to  tho  Hize  of  what  I  may  call  the 
Floating  Debt.  Of  course,  it  is  unsatis- 
factory that  wo  sliould  owe  any  money 
at  all  upon  the  Services  of  the  last  two 
or  three  years,  and  it  would  have  been 
much  more  satiafactor}-  if  we  had  been 
able  to  clear  that  all  oil'  out  of  Ko venue. 
But  if  wo  are  to  owe  it  at  all,  there 
soonis  to  bo,  in  some  niiiuls,  an  addi- 
tional evil  in  the  idea  that  it  is  in  the 
shape  of  a  Floatinp^  Debt.  On  tho  other 
hand,  an  impression  soonis  to  prevail 
that  tliift  is  a  vtTV  danp:on)U8  thing,  which 
nii^lit,  at  any  uuoxprcted  moment,  pro- 
duce vnry  disastrous  e<mH«^iuence8.  Un- 
doubtedly, it*    you   have   a  very   large 
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Floating  Debt  all  in  the  hands  of  the 
public,  which  can  be  thrown  upon  you 
in  a  moment  without  warning,  that  would 
produce,  in  certain  contingencies,  incon- 
veniences. But  that  is  by  no  means  the 
case  with  regard  to  the  Floating  or  Un- 
funded Debt  which  now  exists.  It  is 
made  up,  in  the  first  place,  of  £5,163,000 
Exchequer  Bills,  £5,431,000  Treasury 
Bills,  £3,801,000  Suez  Canal  Bonds, 
£8,360,000  Local  Loan  Bonds,  and 
£8,100,000  Supply  Bonds,  making  a 
total  of  £30,855,000.  Now,  the  greater 
part  of  this  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the 
public.  The  amounts  which  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  public  are,  in  the  first 
place,  the  Exchequer  Bills— £5,163,000, 
and  the  Treasury  Bills  —  £5,431,000. 
These  are  not  very  extravagant  amounts  to 
have  on  themarket.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
it  is  very  convenient  to  the  money  world 
to  have  this  form  of  investment ;  and 
certainly  we  find  that  the  Treasury  Bills, 
as  offered  month  by  month,  are  very 
much  inquired  after,  are  always  sold 
with  great  readiness,  and  command  very 
good  prices.  They  are  so  arranged  that 
about  £1,500,000  are  offered  every 
month ;  and  if,  by  any  strange  accident, 
we  were  unable  to  sell  them  at  any  par- 
ticular month,  there  would  be  no 
difficultv  in  providing  the  sum  which 
might  be  required.  With  regard  to 
the  great  bulk  of  the  rest  of  the 
Floating  Debt,  it  is  not  in  the  hands 
of  the  public,  but  of  the  National 
Debt  Commissioners,  and  £4,000,000  of 
it  is  at  the  Bank  of  England.  This,  of 
course,  we  may  say,  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  public;  because  at  any  time  that 
amount  might  be  sold  or  invested ;  but 
with  regard  to  the  g^eat  mass  of  the  Un- 
funded Debt,  it  is,  to  the  extent  of  some 
£15,000,000  or  £16,000,000,  in  the  hands 
of  the  National  Debt  Commissioners. 
They  are  bound  to  find  an  investment 
for  the  very  large  amount  of  Savings 
Bank  money  which  they  hold,  amount- 
ing to  about  £70,000,000.  Amongst 
other  things,  they  invest  in  these  Exche- 
quer Bonds ;  ana  there  is  no  fear  what- 
ever that  the  National  Debt  Commis- 
sioners will  throw  these  Bonds  upon  the 
public  at  a  time  that  would  be  publicly 
inconvenient.  They  would  never  at- 
tempt to  do  so  at  ordinary  times,  because 
the  fund  of  the  Savings  Banks  is  of  such 
a  character  as  to  render  it  unnecessary 
to  sell  large  amounts  of  Stock  ;  and  I  ap- 
prehend if  any  unprecedented  run  were 
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to  take  place  on  the  part  of  the  deposi- 
tors, making  it  necessary  for  the  Ni- 
tional  Debt  CommissionerB  to  proride 
very  large  sums,  recourse  must  De  hid 
to  Parliament,  even  thoueh  the  deposits 
were  invested  in  Consols  alone.  We 
know  perfectly  well  it  has  always  been 
the  practice  of  all  GoTemments  to  allow 
considerable  sums  to  be  invested  by  the 
National  Debt  Commissionen  in  Termin- 
able Annuities  with  the  Irish  Chnzch 
Commissioners,  or,  as  now,  in  Exchequer 
Bonds.  Therefore,  I  am  anxious  to  im- 
press this  upon  the  Committee,  in  order 
through  the  Conmiittee  to  impress  upon 
the  public  that  we  are  not  in  the  least 
degree  anxious  with  regard  to  the  exist- 
ence of  this  amount  of  Floating  Debt ; 
and  I  say  that  all  the  more  because  I  am 
ready,  on  the  other  hand,  to  admit  that  it 
is  not  desirable  that  so  large  an  amonnt 
should  be  kept  in  the  form  in  which  it 
now  exists.  I  admit  that  it  is  not  con- 
venient, with  reg^ard  to  the  regalarity  of 
our  financial  transactions,  that  we  should 
have  a  large  amount  of  Excheqaer  Bonds 
falling  due  year  by  vear,  and  annually 
renewed.  I  think  that  that  is  open  to 
objection,  and  I  am  going  to  make  s 
proj^sition  to  the  Conunittee,in  order  to 
institute  a  more  regular  way  of  dealing 
with  the  considerable  amount  of  debt 
arising  out  of  the  recent  war  expenditure. 
I  do  not  propose  to  deal  with  ths 
whole  £8,000,000.  I  think  with  lesaid 
to  some  portions  of  it  that  it  would  be 
better  that  we  should  renew  our  Exche- 
quer Bonds  for  a  short  time,  and  that  we 
should  look  to  extinguish  them  by  the 
ordinary  processes  of  finance.  I  pro- 
pose to  take  a  sum  of  £6,000,000 — tliies- 
fourths  of  the  amount---and  to  provide 
for  its  immediate  extinction  by  the  crea- 
tion of  a  Terminable  Annuity,  to  last 
until  the  year  1886.  The  year  1885,  as 
the  Committee  are  aware,  is  the  year 
long  looked  forward  to  when  there  will 
be  a  very  great  alteration  indeed  occa- 
sioned by  the  termination  of  the  An- 
nuities. I  think  it  has  always  been 
desired  since  that  date  was  fint  fixed 
upon  by  successive  Chancellors  of  the 
Exchequer,  when  they  have  been  creating 
Terminable  Annuities,  to  bring  them,  as 
far  as  possible,  to  terminate  at  the  same 
date,  and  I  propose  to  set  up  a  fresh 
series  of  Terminable  Annuities  which 
shall  last  till  1 885,  and  shall  extinguish 
this  £6,000,000  of  Debt.  I  wish  to  re- 
mind the  Committee  that,  under  the  pre- 
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■ent  arrangement  with  regard  to  the 
Debt,  a  fixed  sum  of  £28,000,000  is 
applied  year  by  year  to  pay  the  interest 
of  the  IJebt,  and  to  go  as  far  as  it  will 
towards  the  termination  of  that  Debt. 
The  difference  between  the  amount  that 
is  required  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
Debt  and  the  £28,000,000  goes  by  the 
name  of  the  New  Sinking  Fund,  and 
that  amounts  at  present  to  something 
more  than  £600,000.  It  is,  in  fact, 
•omething  like  £650,000  this  year.  An 
annuity  of  about  £1,300,000  a-year,  or 
rather  more,  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
pprpose  of  cancelling  this  £6,000,000  of 
Debt  by  the  year  1885.  Of  course,  if 
yon  cancel  a  considerable  proportion  of 
the  Debt,  you  diminish  proportionately 
the  amount  you  have  to  pay  for  the  in- 
terest. I  propose,  therefore,  to  appro- 
priate the  New  Sinking  Fund  of  about 
£600,000  to  this  Annuity,  and  to  add  a 
sum  of  £800,000  outsidethe  £28,000,000 
— that  is  to  say,  to  raise  the  fixed  amount 
of  £28,000,000  for  the  next  five  years 
to  £28,800,000,  and  to  apply  that 
£800,000  with  the  £600,000  from  the 
new  Sinking  Fund  to  the  discharge  of 
these  Annuities.  So  in  five  years,  by 
10  half-yearly  payments,  we  shall 
cancel  this  £6,000,000  of  Debt.  That 
operation  will  afi'ect  the  Balance 
Bneet  in  this  way.  The  Balance  Sheet, 
if  that  operation  is  agreed  to,  will 
stand  thus: — On  the  Expenditure  side 
there  will  be — Permanent  charge  of 
Debt,  £28,800,000;  interest  on  Local 
Loans,  £500,000 ;  interest  on  Loan  to 
India,  £61,478;  charge  of  Suez  Loans, 
£200,000;  interest  on  Supply  Exche- 
quer Bonds,  which  will  then  be  left  ut 
£2,100,000,  £73,500;  other  Consoli- 
dated Fund  Charges,  £1,71 2,000.  That 
would  make  the  charge  of  the  Debt 
£51,346,978.  The  othor  items  of  Ex- 
penditure would  bo  the  same  as  I  have 
already  stated,  making  the  whole  Ex- 
penditure £82,075,072.  The  income,  in- 
dudingtheestimated  addition  of  £700,000 
for  Probate  Duties,  would  amount  to 
£82,260,000,  leaving  as  the  suri)lns  of 
Income  orer  Expenditure  the  buni  of 
£184,028.  I  feel  these  are  complicated 
calculations.  I  haye  endeavoured  to 
make  them  as  clear  as  possible,  and  I 
can  only  sum  them  up  by  eayinp:  that 
the  nature  of  the  proposal  is  as  follows  : 
—That  we  add  to  our  Kovenue  £700,000, 
which  I  expect  to  get  from  an  alteration 
in  the  Probate  Duties ;  I  propose  to  can. 
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eel  £6,000,000  of  the  Exchequer  Bonds 
which  have  accumulated  in  the  past  year 
by  setting  up  a  Terminable  Annuity  to 
the  amount  requisite  for  the  purpose, 
and  having  completed  that  arrangement, 
I  leave  the  Budget  with  a  Surplus  of 
£184,000.  I  hope  and  trust  that  we 
have  before  us  a  prospect  of  better 
times  than  those  we  have  experienced.  I 
have  felt  it  my  duty,  and  the  Govern- 
ment have  always  felt  it  their  duty,  to 
do  nothing  that  could  in  any  way  unne- 
cessarily impede  the  revival  of  trade  and 
commerce.  If  we  should  be  happy 
enough  to  be  blessed  with  a  good  har- 
vest and  a  continued  revival  of  trade, 
we  may  look  for  far  better  results  than 
at  present.  The  Estimates  I  have  made 
have  been  made  with  a  cautious  spirit, 
and  I  present  them  to  the  Committee 
with  great  confidence. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

'*  That,  towards  raising  the  Supply  granted 
to  Uer  Majesty,  the  Duties  of  Customs  now 
charged  on  Tea  shall  continue  to  bo  levied  and 
charged  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty,  until 
the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one,  on  importation  into  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland  (that  is  to  say) :  on 

£    s,     d. 
Tea  .        .        .        .the  lb.    0    0    6." 

Mb.  GLADSTONE :  Mr.  Eaikes,  I  do 
not  propose,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  present  year,  to  depart  from 
what  I  think  the  very  salutary  and  almost 
necessary  practice  of  avoiding  anything  in 
the  nature  of  discussion  on  the  night  that 
the  Financial  Statement  is  made,  and 
particularly  because  the  Statement  of  this 
evening  is,  as  was  very  fairly  stated  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  com- 
plex, from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  of 
course,  and  not  from  any  defect  of  clear- 
ness or  accuracy  on  the  part  of  the  right 
hou.  Gentleman.  I,  therefore,  would 
ask  him  to  fix  the  time  when  he  would 
consider  it  convenient  for  the  Public 
Service  that  such  remarks  as  may  be 
necessary  may  be  made,  or  such  steps 
may  bo  taken,  if  any  Gentleman  should 
think  it  necessary  or  expedient  to  tako 
any  stops  of  a  substantive  character.  I 
do  nut  anticipate  the  smallest  difference 
of  opinion  on  the  question  whether  a 
(lay  should  be  fixed  for  such  discussion. 
I  think  that,  evidently,  in  the  position  in 
which  wo  stand,  with  a  Dissolution  ini- 
mediatoly  hanging  over  us,  that  discuh- 
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sion  ought  to  take  place  as  early  as  pos- 
sible ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  if  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  is  of  opinion  that 
Monday  is  not  too  distant.  [The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  :  That  would 
do.]  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thinks 
Monday  the  best,  that  had  better  be  the 
arrangement ;  but,  with  every  disposition 
on  our  part  to  accommodate  him  in  case 
he  should  think  greater  expedition  neces- 
sary, as  far  as  I  understand  the  facts 
of  the  case,  for  though  the  Estimates  of 
Bevenueand  Expenditure  have,  no  doubt, 
been  carefully  and  accurately  laid  before 
us,  this  is  not  the  time  for  discussing 
them,  and  I  will  only  just  say  one  word 
upon  them.  I  give  XhQ  fullest  concur- 
rence to  what  has  been  said  hy  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  as  to  the  care 
and  attention  with  which  these  Estimates 
have  been  framed,  both  with  regard  to 
the  small  unexpired  residue  of  the  pre- 
sent year  and  the  coming  year.  The 
Estimates  of  Hevenue  are  difficult ;  but  I 
have  not  the  least  doubt  that  they  have 
been  made  with  every  care  that  prudence 
and  sagacity  could  supply  towarids  meet- 
ing them,  and  towards  laying  before 
Parliament  the  best  and  most  trust- 
worthy information.  The  point  that  will 
attract  most  attention  in  the  Financial 
Statement  naturally  will  be  the  amount 
to  which  the  accumulated  deficit  of  the 
successive  years  have  now  risen,  and  the 
mode  of  providing  for  it.  As  far  as  I 
understand,  the  total  of  this  deficit  is 
now  £8,100,000,  or,  in  round  numbers, 
£8,000,000.  With  respect  to  that,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not 
state  what  he  meant  to  do  with  it,  whe- 
ther he  would  take  Bonds  over  a  length- 
ened period  or  not.  I  do  not  speak  of 
this  now  as  a  serious  omission ;  but,  per- 
haps, it  will  be  convenient  for  him  pre- 
sently to  state  what  he  means  to  do 
about  it.  With  respect  to  the  £6,000,000, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  quote 
a  favourite  phrase  of  his  own,  spreads 
them  over  five  years  ;  but  spreads  them 
now  in  a  totally  difi'crent  manner  from 
the  spreading  to  which  we  have  been 
more  or  less  accustomed  on  former  occa- 
sions, because  now  the  payments  must 
be  met.  They  will  fall  due,  and  they 
will  now  be  met,  and  will  become  part  of 
our  regular  Terminable  Annuity  system. 
That  constitutes  an  annual  charge  of 
somewhere  about  £1,400,000,  which  is 
thus  to  be  made  up.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  called  upon  finally  to 
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offer  up  a  victim  upon  the  altar  of— I 
know  not  what — eyil  fortune,  or  politkil 
justice — be  it  what  it  may,  upon  sume 
altar  or  other  he  is  called  upon  to  immo- 
late his  own  offspring  of  the  New  Sink- 
ing Fund,  which,  acme  four  or  fiveyetn 
ago,  the  House  adopted  on  Iub  reMm- 
mendation,  and,  if  I  recollect  right,  bj 
very  considerable  majorities.    The  ml 
of  the  charge,  or  rather  more  than  halt 
is  to  be  found  by  what  has  been  referred 
to  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
under  the  name  of  an  alteration  ox  the 
probate    duty.      The   Budgets   of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  are  alwaji 
by  way  of  being  too  brief  rather  thu 
too  long,  and  I  am  sorry  he  did  not  give 
us  a  fuQer  explanation  of  the  nature  of 
this  new  tax  which  he  proposes  to  lery. 
It  is  a  re-adjustment  and  re-constructian 
of  the  scale  m  regard  to  which  it  will  b« 
very  interesting  to  know  the  particulin^ 
for  it  is,  undouDtedly,  a  measure  of  very 
considerable  importance.  If  lunderstaDd 
rightly,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  a  charge  of  £1,400,000  to  meet;  tsd 
he  meets  it  partlv  by  means  of  the  Nev 
Sinking  Fund,  whion  will  now  cease  to 
exist,  and  partly  by  the  new  tax,  which 
is  brought  in  under  the  name  of  s  iv- 
adjustment  of  the  probate  duties,  ind 
which  is  to  yield  £700,000.     I  have  no 
doubt  he  has  taken  the  Estimate  aocv- 
rately,  so  that  the  two  together  viD 
bring  in  the  whole  simi  he  wants.    If  I 
have  not  accurately  stated  the  caw  the 
Chancellor  of  the  ilxchequer  will  consct 
me.    I  shall  be  very  well  content,  Sr, 
to  reflect  on  these  matters  till  Monday; 
and  when  we  do  meet  on  that  dar,  Sir, 
I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  be  able  to 
allow  his  Bill  to  proceed.    In  fact,  then 

is  not  much  choice  left  to  us.  

The  CH  ANCELLOB  of  tbs  EXCHE- 
QXJEE  said,  that  he  proposed  to  pui 
the  Hesolutions  that  night.  On  the  jBe- 
port  next  day,  the  hon.  Member  fiv 
Hackney  (Mr.  Fawcett)  coold  raise  the 
question  relating  to  India.  The  seoonl 
reading  of  the  Bill  would  then  be  taken 
on  a  Monday.  The  occasion  of  the  w- 
cond  reading  would  afford  a  oonTeaient 
opportunity  for  discussion.  If  that  wen 
so,  he  thought  that  it  might  be  TCij 
properly  taken  on  Monday.  With  re* 
gard  to  other  arrangements,  he  oonU 
only  say  that  his  right  hon.  Friend  hid 
accurate!}'  interpreted  the  statement  ho 
had  made  with  regard  to  the  £1,300,000 
or  £1,500,000  Annuity. 
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.  DODDS  said,  that  he  hoped  the 
hon.  (Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
Exchequer   would  give  an  oppor- 

*  for  dlBoussing  his  proposals  with 
;t  to  the  probate  and  administra- 
uties. 

.  WADDT  said,  that  he  rose  for  the 
se  of  asking  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
Q  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
LOT  it  would  not  be  convenient  for 

0  lay  before  the  House  a  Paper, 
r  to  what  had  been  issued  for  the 
ro  Sessions,  containing  an  Estimate 
» Consolidated  Fund  charges  ?  He 
wanted  to  know  whether,  in  the 
Qts  of  Expenditure  given  the  Com- 
),  anything  whatever  had  been 
;  and  if  so,  how  much  in  respect  of 
^e»  to  arise  from  the  itfghan 

I CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 

S:  Nothi^. 

.  WADD 1  said,  that,  in  that  case, 

large  accounts  would  still  remain 
lealt  with.  Then  there  was  another 

fig^ores  that  he  thought  it  would 
nrable  they  should  have  laid  be- 
iiem  on  paper.  He  referred  to  the 
Kianted  to  local  bodies.  A  Betum 
Ibe  made  showing  the  amount  ex- 
d  by  local  bodies,  and  affording 
information  with  respect  to  them. 
old  be  convenient  if  those  Papers 
put  before  the  House  when  they 
with  the  matter  on  Monday. 
.  GEEGOEY  said,  it  would  be 
laiy  that  they  should  give  a  very 
il  consideration  to  the-measure.  He 

1  like  to  know  whether  they  were  to 
stand  that  the  second  reading  of 
ill  was  to  be  taken  pro  formdy  and 
that  the  discussion  was  to  be  ro- 
l?  The  details  certainly  required 
iareful  consideration. 

•  FAWCETT  said,  he  had  cor- 
'  understood  that  at  the  com- 
naent  of  the  Session  the  right 
Gentleman  the  Chauccllor  of  the 
iquer  would  have  made  some  state- 
with  reference  to  the  expenses  of 
i]ghan  War.  So  far  as  ho  could 
r  from  his  present  statement,  he 
lade  no  reference  whatever  to  that 
rt.  When  he  brought  forward  the 
r  on  Eeport  he  withdrew  his 
dment  on  the  suggestion  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman ;  and  he  certainly 
stood  that  the  House  would  have, 
kbly  on  the  Budget  Speech,  and 
nly  at  no  later  period,  a  distinct 


declaration  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  apportionment 
of  the  cost  of  the  Afghan  War.  In  saying 
that,  he  thought  he  was  expressing  not  only 
his  own  opinion,  but  that  of  every  hon. 
Member  on  that  side  of  the  House ;  and  it 
certainly  was  a  matter  of  great  surprise 
to  them  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should 
have  made  his  Budget  Speech  without 
having  condescended  to  make  the 
slightest  reference  to  that  subject.  They 
were  certainly  placed  in  a  very  extra- 
ordinary position,  and  he  thought  they 
ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  raising 
the  question  to-morrow.  It  was  very 
much  to  be  regretted  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  made  some  state- 
ment ;  but  if  he  did  not  do  so  it  would 
not  prevent  him  from  raising  the  ques- 
tion. Therefore,  he  wished  to  ask  whe- 
ther they  were  to  understcuid  that  the 
Eeport  of  the  Budget  Eesolutions  would 
be  the  first  Business  of  the  House  to- 
morrow? If  so,  he  begged  to  give 
Notice  that  upon  that  occasion  he  should 
bring  forward  a  Motion  upon  which,  if 
nothing  should  interfere  to  prevent  him, 
he  should  take  sense  of  the  House.  The 
Motion  he  should  bring  forward  would 
be  to  the  following  effect : — That,  in  view 
of  the  repeated  declarations  made  by  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  by  the  Viceroy  of 
India,  and  by  others  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  that  the  Afghan  War  had 
been  undertaken  for  Imperial  purposes, 
that  House  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
unjust  to  make  the  entire  cost  which  it 
had  involved  fall  upon  the  people  of 
India. 

Mb.  DODDS  said,  that  before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  replied  to  the  ob- 
servations that  had  been  made,  he  would 
wish  to  ask  him  when  he  proposed  to 
make  the  statement  promised  by  him 
with  reference  to  the  jumps  which  he 
had  alluded  to  in  the  scale  of  the  ad- 
ministration duties  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  distinctly  promised  to  lay 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a  Paper 
showing  those  jumps,  and  also  the  de- 
tails of  his  proposed  new  scheme.  Ho 
would  also  desire  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  was  in  a  position 
to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  any 
figures  showing  bow  he  arrived  at  the 
conclusion  that  the  alteration  in  those 
duties  would  increase  the  Eevenue  by 
£700,000?  That  information  was  im- 
portant, because  he  had  satisfied  himself, 
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from  a  very  careful  examination  of 
figures  before  the  House,  and  from  He- 
ports  of  various  Commissions,  and 
especially  of  the  Commission  of  the  18th 
of  May,  that  instead  of  the  increase  of 
the  Eevenuo  being  £700,000  it  would 
amount  to,  if  it  did  not  exceed,  the  sum 
of  £1,500,000.  He  did  not  propose  to 
go  into  the  question  upon  that  occasion, 
as  he  wished  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  it  fully  hereafter.  He  thought 
that  he  should  be  able  to  satisfy  the 
House  that  what  ho  had  stated  was 
correct. 

Mr.  MUNDELLA  said,  that  it  had 
boon  customary  for  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  place  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members  a  Financial  Statement  at  the 
same  time  that  he  introduced  the  Budget. 
That  was  a  very  convenient  course  to 
adopt,  and  he  trusted  that  on  that  occa- 
sion it  would  not  be  departed  from. 

Sir  henry  SELA\^N-IBBETS0N 
said,  that  at  present  he  had  only  two 
copies  of  the  Statement  in  question  in  the 
House ;  but  on  Monday,  when  the  mat- 
ter came  on  for  discussion,  the  Paper 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members. 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMP.BELL  said, 
he  was  glad  to  hear  that  this  country 
would  not  be  liable  for  any  further 
questions  in  respect  of  the  South  African 
War. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  it  must  bo 
some  time  before  the  new  scale  of  pro- 
bate duty  could  come  into  operation. 
He  would  wish  to  know  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  contemplated  that  the  new 
scale  would  become  operative  ?  There 
were  two  jieriods  at  which  the  scale  might 
come  into  operation — namely,  with  regard 
to  persons  dying  after  a  certain  date,  or 
in  respect  of  persons  whose  wills  were 
proved  after  the  date  in  question.  He 
should  be  glad  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man could  state  which  plan  ho  proposed 
to  adopt  ? 

The  chancellor  of  tue  EXCHE- 
QUER  said,  that  the  new  rule  would 
come  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  April. 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  that  he  should 
like  to  know  whether  it  would  come  into 
operation  in  re8i)ect  of  persons  dying 
after  the  1st  of  April  ?  for  it  would  make 
a  considerable  difference  if  it  were  made 
to  apply  only  to  wills  proved  after  that 
date.  In  the  latter  case,  injustice  was 
involved  in  the  case  of  delay  after  prov- 
ing wills. 

Mr,  Doddit 


Mr.  ONSLOW  said,  that  he  wv  in 
the  House  during  the  whole  of  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  Afghan  Motion.  So  fu 
as  his  recollection  went,  his  right  hof&. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqna 
said  that  he  would  give  ftn  opportusitr 
to  discuss  the  subject ;  but  he  did  not 
promise  to  make  any  statement  whatever. 
He  left  it  open  to  die  Government  as  to 
whether  they  should  add  to  the  bnrdeu 
of  this  country  a  certain  amount  for  the 
Afghan  War,  or  whether  they  should 
not  do  80.  As  he  now  understood.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  come  to  tlie 
conclusion  not  to  add  the  expenditure  of 
the  Afghan  War  to  the  buraens  of  this 
country.  The  Motion  which  the  has. 
Member  for  Hackney  wished  to  hmg 
forward  had  for  its  object  the  taxing  a 
this  country  in  order  to  relieve  Inmi; 
and  he  hoped  that  in  the  discussion  that 
would  take  place  the  next  day  it  would 
be  most  fuUy  considered.  He  could  boK 
help  thinking  that  when  the  countiy  it 
large  came  to  consider  this  question  it 
would  not  agree  with  the  view  adopted 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Hackney ;  aod 
he  must  further  tell  the  hon.  Gentlemaa 
that  if  the  result  he  desired  were  canied 
out  it  would  add  enormously  to  the  Ei- 
penditure  of  this  country. 

Mr.  CHILDEBS  said,  that  that 
seemed  to  be  some  misunderstanding  on 
the  subject,  for  he  most  distinctly  heiid 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chanodkr 
of  the  Exchequer  make  the  promise  to 
which  reference  had  been  made.  For 
his  part,  he  was  very  much  surprised  to 
hear  his  right  hon.  Friend  mush  hk 
speech  without  alluding  to  the  cost  of 
the  Afghan  War,  for  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hackney  would  be  at  considenbb 
disadvantage  in  having  to  bring  fonriid 
his  Motion  in  ignorance  of  the  resioa 
for  the  policy  of  the  Gbvemment  It 
would  have  been  only  right  that  hb 
hon.  Friend  should  have  had  the  advu* 
tage  of  hearing  a  clear  statement  of  the 
views  of  the  Government  on  the  subject 
There  was  another  matter  to  which  he 
should  like  to  allude.  Between  1  end 
2,  or  2  and  3  o'clock,  the  other  morn- 
ing, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Gisa- 
cellor  of  Uie  Exchequer  formally  intro- 
duced in  Committee  a  most  importMl 
change  with  respect  to  the  probelo 
duties,  and  went  mto  some  details,  aad 
gave  a  Schedule  of  his  proposed  plai; 
but  he  never  hinted  to  the  CommitlBe 
that  the  result  of  his  plan  would  bete 
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ae  ftn  additional  amount  of  taxation 
til  the  conclusion  of  his  observations, 
len  heoasuallj  mentioned  that  it  might 
1  £700,000  a-jear  to  the  EeTonuo. 
is  was  a  very  inadequate  and  insuffi- 
nt  treatment  of  a  most  important 
itter.  There  was  no  more  difficult 
sstion  than  that  of  the  probate, 
soewion,  and  legacy  duties.  Any 
inge  in  the  probate,  succession,  and 
paoy  duties  inyolved  the  whole  ques- 
n  of  the  relative  charge  upon  real 
1    personal    property  —  a   question 

the  highest  importance,  which,  he 
mght,  ought  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  most 
r  and  open  manner.  Whether  the 
inn  proposed  by  the  Government 
old  increase  the  Revenueby  £1,500,000 

by  £700,000  he  did  not  know  ;  but, 
any  rate,  the  Government  proposed  to 
Jce  a  serious  change  in  the  taxation, 
1  he  did  not  think  that  a  debate  on  so 
portant  a  matter  should  have  been 
tinted  at  so  late  an  hour,  and  at  the 
t  moment  only  of  his  speech.  The  right 
n.  Oentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
)qaer  should  have  said — ''By-the-bye, 
B  icheme  will  increase  the  Eo venue 
£700,000  a-year."  The  subject  should 
re  been  alluded  to  in  the  Budget  Stato- 
rnty  and  the  House  should  have  hoard 

the  reasons  which  made  it  desirable 

charge  personal  property  so  much 
m  than  it  had  hitherto  paid.  A  pro- 
nl  to  lay  an  extra  charge  upon  pcr- 
lal  property,  to  the  exemption  of  landed 
operty,  ought  to  have  been  made  in  a 
itinct  statement  to  the  House ;  and  lie 
IS  sure  that,  on  reflection,  the  riglit 
a.  Gentloman  the  Chancellor  of  tho 
oehequer  would  admit  the  force  of  tliat 
•enration.  And  now,  Avhen  he  was 
plnining  in  detail  the  finance  of  the 
at  and  future  years,  he  thought  the 
pht  hon.  Gentleman  might  have  con- 
■oended  to  have  given  them  some  sort 

renaon  for  proposing  the  alteration. 
9  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
void  now  g^ve  them  some  distinct  rca- 
aa  for  the  very  considerable  addition 
lioh  he  proposed  to  make  in  the 
leath  tax,"  on  personal,  to  the  ox- 
laion  of  real,  property. 
Kb.  BYLANDS  said,  that  before 
•  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancel- 
r  of  the  Exchequer  replied  ho  should 
»  to  make  a  few  observati(.>nH.  The 
o.  Member  for  Stockton  (Mr.  Dodds) 
jd  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Sussex 
[r.  Gregory)  would  be  able  to  inform 


the  Committee  that  the  result  of  the 
scheme  by  which  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  deal  with  the  probate  and  ad- 
ministration duties  would  have  a  very 
serious  effect.  He  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  saying  that  he  thought  it  would  be 
a  most  unfortunate  circumstance  that,  in 
the  last  days  of  an  expiring  Parliament, 
they  should  be  called  upon  to  pass,  with- 
out sufficient  discussion,  a  Bill  which 
would  impose  an  additional  amount  of 
taxation  upon  a  particular  class  of  pro- 
perty, and,  at  the  same  time,  exempt  the 
hip^hest  class  of  property  in  the  Kingdom. 
Whether  the  additional  amount  to  be 
charged  upon  personal  property  was 
£700,000  a-year  or  £1,500,000,  it  would 
be  a  tax  upon  the  earnings  of  industry, 
and  upon  the  personal  savings  of  trade. 
Trading  and  other  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity were  to  be  burdened  with  an  addi- 
tional tax,  while  the  great  landowners  of 
the  Kingdom  were  not  to  pay  a  penny 
of  that  additional  taxation.  He  would 
remind  the  Committee  that  personal  pro- 
perty represented  the  savings  of  the 
people — the  earnings  acquired  by  indi- 
viduals— and  that  it  already  paid  a  very 
much  larger  legacy  duty  in  proportion  to 
land  than  land  paid  in  the  form  of  suc- 
cession duty.  In  addition  to  that,  per- 
sonal property  already  had  to  pay  a  very 
large  sum  for  probate  duty,  from  which 
land  was  entirely  free.  He  thought 
ho  was  accurate  in  saying  that  in  pro- 
bate and  lt*giioy  duties  this  particular 
clans  of  property,  chiefly  possessed  by  tlie 
trading  and  industrial  classes,  paid  four 
tiines  us  nmch  as  land  at  the  present 
time.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  tlie  Exche<iuor  now,  in 
order  to  get  out  of  liis  financial  difficul- 
ties, placed  another  £1,000,000,  or,  as  lie 
himself  said,.£700,000  or  £800,000,  upon 
a  class  of  property  already  overburdened 
to  a  much  larger  extent  than  land,  hv 
his  opinion,  the  i)i'oposal  was  a  mon- 
strously unjust  oni? ;  and  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  proposed,  in  order  to  in- 
crease his  llevenue,  to  place  succession 
duty,  in  respect  of  land,  on  the  same 
footing  as  legacy  duty  upon  personal 
property,  and  had  also  proposed  to  place 
upon  land  an  equivalent  probate  duty, 
then  he  should  have  said  he  was  taking 
a  course  that  was  entirely  in  accordance 
with  justice,  and  which  would  have  ])ro- 
duced  him  a  considerable  amount  of  Ko- 
venuo.  Instead  of  doing  that,  he  pro- 
posed now  to  free  the  great  landowners 
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from  additional  taxation,  and  to  place 
additional  burdens  upon  the  oimers  of 
personal  property.  He  protested  most 
eamestlj  againat  sncli  an  entirely  unjust 
proposition. 

Mb.  monk  said,  that  the  objection 
he  took  to  this  patticular  part  of  the 
Budget  was  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  sprung  a  mine  upon  the  country, 
irhich  really  knew  nothing  of  the  nature 
of  the  chanze  and  the  extra  taxation 
which  would  fall  upon  them.  He  thought 
few  hon.  Members  were  aware  of  the 
large  increase  whit^h  would  be  made,  not 
only  in  the  ease  of  wills,  but  also  in  the 
case  of  iuwstaeies.  It  was  true  that  the 
double  scale  was  to  be  abolished ;  and 
that,  no  doubt,  was  a  more  in  the  right 
direction.  When  the  amount  which 
might  be  left  by  a  deceased  person 
reached  the  snm  of  £10.000.  the  amount 
payable,  not  only  on  wills,  but  iu  the 
case  of  intestacies,  would  be  much  larger 
than  at  present.  But  in  the  case  of  large 
sums,  say  of  from  £100.000  to  £500,000, 
the  charge  would  be  enormous.  He 
wished  to  asfc  whether  it  was  proposed 
to  taketha  secoud  reading  that  evening, 
or  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in- 
tended to  postpone  the  discussion  until 
Monday  night  when  the  Budget  would 
be  before  the  House  ?  The  Committee, 
in  hia  opiniou.  was  not  in  a  positi 
express  any  opinion  upon  the  aubji 
that  moment. 


HI 

ney  (]£r.  Fawoett),  and  still  man  h  to 
the  Comnuttee.  But  tbe  fact  is,  u  1 
had  no  intention  of  submitting  a  Yott 
for  any  contribution,  on  the  put  of 
Her  Majesty's  GoTerament,  tovudi 
the  expenses  of  that  war,  it  did  nol 
occtir  to  me  that  it  vas  necesui;  to 
say  anything  upon  the  subject.  I  aill 
merely  repeat  now  what  I  bare  uid  Dt 
behalf  of  the  Qoremment  on  former  oe- 
casDoa.  This  question  is  not  a  new  ou 
as  regards  this  particular  campaign.  Ii 
point  of  fact,  the  whole  question  wu 
before  the  House  at  a  former  time,  U 
to  vheUier  the  Ooremment  of  lalii 
oi^ht  or  ought  not  to  bear  tbe  expeui 
of  military  operationa  in  Afghaniitu; 
and  I  then  expressed  the  riews  of  tbt 
Government,  to  this  effect — that  it  ra 
important  that  India  should  be  a  idt 
BupportiDg  and  self-protecting  Poww; 
that  a:i  protection  involved  the  necMatr 
of  laiiintaitiing  a  secure  Frontier—* 
Frontier  which  would  not  only  be  aecm* 
agai^'it  an  advandog  enemy,  but  vlnti 
woidd  also  secure  the  confidence  d 
tboee  who  IlTcd  vithin  it — ^it  was  iIm 
important  that  proper  relations  ilmU 
exist  between  the  Government  of  ladis 
and  its  neighbours  beyond  tbe  Fna- 
tier :  and  that,  in  consequence  of  certiii 
proc<^ings  which  had  taken  plMt  d 
late  Tears,  it  had  been  tbon^t  nsMi- 
to  !  saiy  for  the  purpose  of  pml  " 
at  j  least,  vhat  were  euppoeea  to  1 
interests,  to  onderteke  aa 


Mb.  mac  IVES  said,  that  while  lis-    vhich  has  involved  a  c 
tening  to  the  Budger  Statement  of  the  ■  coat.     I  said  then,  udl  injaUB 
Chancellor   of  the  Exchequer  he  could  j  and  that  is  the  lina  of  ■  ' 

not  help  thinking  th.it  if  one  thing  was  .  I  should  adopt  if  ths^ 
more  appiireni  than  another  it  was  that  ,  raised — that  it  would  V 
it   avoided  putting  one  farthing  in  any    : 
shape  or  form   by    way  of  additional 
taxation  on  the  indusirial  classes  of  the    | 
Kingdom. 

TiieCH.\XCELLORoftbeEXCHE.    : 
QUER  :  I  feel  that  I  am  open  to  tha  [ 
charge  made  just  now  by  my  right 
Friend  the  Member  for   Greei 
making  my   Budget  Statem 
too  short  than  too  long.  Pei 
been  unduly  anxious  not  to 
the  piUieneeof  the  Commits 
I  mav  have  omii[ed  mattert 
prop'erly  to  have  been  bi> 
Budget   Statement,     X 
gret  that  I  have  omitt 
with  regard  to  tbe  I 
this  occasion,  boo      ■ 
due  to  the  boa. 
Jlr.Jtglmii 
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to  extinguish  thorn  altogether.  I  shall 
aak,  at  tho  proper  time,  for  the  renewal 
of  the  £2,000,000.  [Mr.  Childers: 
Pot  how  long  ?]     For  one  year.     With 

:    S0gard  to  the  question  as  to  the  Pro- 
bftte  Bill,  I  do  not  propose  to  take  it 

*  this  efvening.  The  second  reading  will 
le  taken  on  Monday,  and  I  shall  then 
endeavour  to  proceed  with  the  Budget 
KIL  With  regard  to  the  Eetum  which 
ham  been  referred  to,  I  put  this  in  hand 
at  once,  and  it  was  immediately  put  in 
tjpe ;  but  it  contains  a  very  large  num- 
Der  of  figures,  and  I  believe  that  some 
'  eixors  have  been  found  in  it,  so  that  it 
luui  been  found  necessary  to  take  some 
little  time  for  corrections.  The  Eeturn, 
lioweTer,  is  now  correct,  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members 
to-morrow.  I  trust  that,  when  it  is 
fltadied,  it  will  give  full  information  as 
to  the  real  character  of  the  change 
proposed  to  be  made.  The  hon.  Mem- 
-Mr  for  Liskeard  (Mr.  Courtney)  has 
asked  me  when  the  section  would  take 
efliBot,  whether  from  the  date  of  death  or 
from  the  date  of  probate  ?  It  would  take 
effsot  from  the  date  of  proving  the  will, 
not  from  the  date  of  death.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  Qeorge 
Oampbell)  has  also  asked  me  whether 
wo  niake  any  provision  for  South  Africa  ? 
To  this  I  reply,  No ;  we  hope  there  will 
be  no  occasion  to  make  any  such  pro- 
Tision.  The  ordinary  Army  and  Navy 
Ustimates  are  all  framed  with  a  view  to 
the  necessities  of  the  Empire,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  make  any  express 
nrorision  for  South  Africa.  With  regard 
to  local  loans,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  make 
rach  a  statement  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Waddy)  suggests. 

Sesolution  agreed  to, 

1.  Retolved,  That,  towards  raising  tho  Supply 
Ipranted  to  Her  Majesty,  tho  Duties  of  Customs 
now  charged  on  Tea  shall  continuo  to  bo  levied 
•od  charged  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty,  until 
the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundbed  ana  eighty-one,  on  importation  into 
Gnat  Britain  or  Ireland  (that  is  to  say)  :  on 

£     8.    d. 
Tea  .        .    tho  lb.    0    0    6 

8.  BMohfed,  That  there  shall  be  charged  upon 
tlio  deliyery  for  home  consumption  of  Foreign 
'  Spirits  which  have  been  bottled  in  any  Customs 
or  Excise  Warehouse,  in  addition  to  the  Duties 
of  Customs  and  any  other  Charges  thereon,  tho 
sate  following  (that  is  to  say)  : 

For  every  one  dozen  imperial  or  reputed 
quart  bottles,  or  two  dozen  imperial  or 
nputed  pint  bottles  of  such  Spirits, 
Three  Pence. 


3.  Resolved ^  That,  towards  raising  the  Supply 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  there  shall  be  charged, 
collected,  and  paid  for  one  year,  commencing 
on  tho  sixth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty,  in  respect  of  all  Property, 
Profits,  and  Gains  mentioned  or  described  as 
chargeable  in  the  Act  of  tho  sixteenth  and  seven- 
teenth years  of  Her  Majesty's  reign,  chapter 
thirty-four,  the  following  Duties  of  Income 
Tax  (that  is  to  say) : 

For  every  Twenty  Shillings  of  the  annual 
value  or  amount  of  Property,  Profits, 
and  Gains  chargeable  under  Schedules 
(A),  (C),  (D),  or  (E)  of  the  said  Act,  the 
Duty  of  Five  Pence ; 
And  For  every  Twenty  Shillings  of  the 
annual  value  of  the  occupation  of  Lands, 
Tenements,  Hereditaments,  and  Heri- 
tages chargeable  under  Schedule  (B)  of 
tho  said  Act, — 

In  England,  tho  Duty  of  Two  Pence 

Halfpenny ; 
In  Scotland  and  Ireland  respectively, 
the    Duty    of    One    Penny    Three 
Farthings ; 
Subject  to  tho  provisions  contained  in  section 
one  hundred  and  sixty-three  of  tho  Act  of  tho 
fifth  and  sixth  years  of  Her  Majesty's  reign, 
chapter  thirty-five,  for  tho  exemption  of  persons 
whose  income  is  less  than  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty  Pounds,  and  in  section  eight  of  "  Tho 
Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Act,  1876,"  for 
the  relief  of  persons  whose  income  is  less  than 
Four  Hundred  Pounds. 

4.  Mesolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend 
the  Law  relating  to  Income  Tax. 

6.  Resolved y  That,  towards  making  good  the 
Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  tho  service 
of  the  years  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1879  and  1880,  the  sum  of  £1,230,760  9«.  lOrf. 
be'granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the 
United  Kingdom." 

House  resumed, 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow^ 
at  Two  of  the  clock  ; 

Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow^  at 
Two  of  tho  clock. 


ARMY  DISCIPLINE  AXD  REGULATIOX 

(ANNUAL)  BILL— [Bill  106.] 

{Colonel  Stanlci/f  Jfr.  William  Henry  Smithy  The 

Judge  Advocate  General.) 

SECOND    READING. 

Order  for  Second  Eeading  read. 

Colonel  STANLEY,  in  moving  that 
the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,  said, 
he  would  appeal  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Eochester  (Mr.  Otway)  to  withdraw  his 
opposition  to  theprogress  of  the  measure 
at  this  stage.  He  would  suggest  that 
the  sense  of  the  House  should  be  taken 
upon  the  subject  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Motion  when  tho  Bill  went  into  Com- 
mittee.    The  reason  why  he  made  thia 
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from  additional  taxation,  and  to  place 
additional  burdens  upon  the  owners  of 
personal  property.  He  protested  most 
earnestly  against  such  an  entirely  unjust 
proposition. 

Mr.  monk  said)  that  the  objection 
he  took  to  this  particular  part  of  the 
Budget  was  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  sprung  a  mine  upon  the  country, 
which  really  knew  nothing  of  the  nature 
of  the  change  and  the  extra  taxation 
which  would  fall  upon  them.  He  thought 
few  hon.  Members  were  aware  of  the 
large  increase  which  would  be  made,  not 
only  in  the  case  of  wills,  but  also  in  the 
case  of  intestacies.  It  was  true  that  the 
double  scale  was  to  be  abolished ;  and 
that,  no  doubt,  was  a  move  in  the  right 
direction.  When  the  amount  which 
might  be  left  by  a  deceased  person 
reached  the  sum  of  £10,000,  the  amount 
payable,  not  only  on  wills,  but  in  the 
case  of  intestacies,  would  be  much  larger 
than  at  present.  But  in  the  case  of  large 
sums,  say  of  from  £100,000  to  £500,000, 
the  charge  would  be  enormous.  He 
wished  to  ask  whether  it  was  proposed 
to  take  the  second  reading  that  evening, 
or  whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in- 
tended to  postpone  the  discussion  until 
Monday  night  when  the  Budget  would 
be  before  the  House  ?  The  Committee, 
in  his  opinion,  was  not  in  a  position  to 
express  any  opinion  upon  the  subject  at 
that  moment. 

Mr.  mac  IVEB  said,  that  while  lis- 
tening to  the  Budger  Statement  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  if  one  thing  was 
more  apparent  than  another  it  was  that 
it  avoided  putting  one  farthing  in  any 
shape  or  form  by  way  of  additional 
taxation  on  the  industrial  classes  of  the 
Kingdom. 

The  chancellor  of  theEXCHE- 
QUER :  I  feel  that  I  am  open  to  the 
charge  made  just  now  by  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Greenwich  of 
making  my  Budget  Statements  rather 
too  short  than  too  long.  Perhaps  I  have 
been  unduly  anxious  not  to  trespass  on 
the  patience  of  the  Committee,  and  I  feel 
I  may  have  omitted  matters  which  ought 
properly  to  have  been  brought  into  the 
Budget  Statement.  I  particularly  re- 
gret that  I  have  omitted  to  say  anything 
with  regard  to  the  Afghan  War  upon 
this  ocoaaion,  because  I  know  what  is 
due  to  the  hon.   Member  for   Haok- 

Jfr.  Ryhni9 


ney  fMr.  Fawcett),  and  still  more  w  to 
the  Committee.  But  the  fact  \%,  ai  I 
had  no  intention  of  submitting  a  V«)tf 
for  any  contribution,  on  the  pait  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  towiris 
the  expenses  of  that  war,  it  did  a<x 
occur  to  me  that  it  was  necessary  to 
say  anything  upon  the  subject.  I  will 
merely  repeat  now  what  I  have  said  oa 
behalf  of  the  Government  on  former  oc- 
casions. This  question  is  not  a  new  one 
as  reg^ards  this  particalar  campaign.  In 
point  of  fact,  the  whole  question  wu 
before  the  House  at  a  former  time,  u 
to  whether  the  Government  of  Indii 
ought  or  ought  not  to  bear  the  expenw 
of  military  operations  in  Afghanistin; 
and  I  then  expressed  the  views  of  th« 
Government,  to  this  effect — ^that  it  wu 
important  that  India  should  be  a  self- 
supporting  and  self-protecting  Power; 
that  as  protection  involved  the  neoesatj 
of  maintaining  a  secure  Frontier— i 
Frontier  which  would  not  only  be  Bacon 
against  an  advancing  enemy,  bat  whiih 
would  also  secure  the  confidence  of 
those  who  lived  within  it — ^it  was  abo 
important  that  proper  relations  should 
exist  between  the  Government  of  Indii 
and  its  neighbours  beyond  the  Fron- 
tier ;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  certiin 
proceedings  which  had  taken  place  of 
late  years,  it  had  been  thought  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  protecting^-«t 
least,  what  were  supposed  to  be^Indiu 
interests,  to  undertake  an  expeditioa 
which  has  involved  a  certain  amoont  of 
cost.  I  said  then,  and  I  repeat  itnow— 
and  that  is  the  line  of  argument  whiii 
I  should  adopt  if  the  question  is  again 
raised — that  it  would  be  a  bad  ezampk 
if  England  were  to  allow  the  doetnse 
that  the  Indian  Government  might  go 
to  war,  and  England  be  called  upon  to 
bear  the  expense  of  that  war.  With  n- 
ference  to  another  question  asked  me  bv 
the  right  hon.  Members  for  Qreenwica 
and  Fontofract,  I  suppose  I  spoke  npon 
this  subject  too  briefly ;  but  I  did  ttj 
what  I  contemplated  with  reffard  to  this 
sum  of  £2,000,000— that  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  include  them  in  the  amount  fat 
which  I  made  provision  by  Terminablo 
Annuities,  because  I  thought  it  imr- 
able  that  they  should  be  kept  out  until 
we  could  see  what  arrangements  oooU 
be  made  with  the  Colonies.  We  pio- 
pose  to  continue  them  by  Excheqair 
bonds  for  the  present,  tmstiuff  that  v« 
shall  have  the  opportunity  of  being  sU« 
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to  extinguiflh  them  altogether.      I  shall 
mak,  at  tiie  proper  time,  for  the  renewal 
of   the   £2,000,000.      [Mr.   Childers: 
'For  how  long  ?]     For  one  year.     With 
regard  to  the  question  as  to  the  Pro- 
bate Bill,  I  do  not  propose  to  take  it 
this  evening.    The  second  reading  will 
be  taken  on  Monday,  and  I  shall  then 
endeaTour  to  proceed  with  the  Budget 
Bill.     With  regard  to  the  Eetum  which 
has  been  referred  to,  I  put  this  in  hand 
at  once,  and  it  was  immediately  put  in 
type ;  but  it  contains  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  figures,  and  I  believe  that  some 
errors  have  been  found  in  it,  so  that  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  take  some 
little  time  for  corrections.     The  Be  turn, 
however,  is  now  correct,  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  hon.  Members 
to-morrow.    I  trust  that,   when  it    is 
studied,  it  will  give  full  information  as 
to  the  real   character    of    the    change 
proposed  to  be  made.      The  hon.  Mem- 
oer  for  Liskeard  (Mr.   Courtney)   has 
asked  me  when  the  section  would  take 
effect,  whether  from  the  date  of  death  or 
from  the  date  of  probate  ?   It  would  take 
effect  from  the  date  of  proving  the  will, 
not  from  the  date  of  death.     The  hon. 
Member    for    Kirkcaldy    (Sir    Qoorge 
Campbell)  has   also  asked  me  whether 
we  make  any  provision  for  South  Africa  ? 
To  this  I  reply.  No ;  we  hope  there  will 
be  no  occasion  to  make  any  such  pro- 
Tision.     The  ordinary  Army  and  Wav}' 
Estimates  are  all  framed  with  a  view  to 
the  necessities  of  the  Empire,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  make  any  express 
provision  for  South  Africa.  With  rc^gard 
to  local  loans,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  make 
such  a  statement  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Waddy)  suggests. 

Besolution  agreed  to. 

1.  R<»olr€d^  Tliat,  towards  raising  tln'  Supply 
granted  to  Her  Majt-tfty,  the  DuticH  of  CustoiiiH 
now  charged  on  Tea  shall  continue  t<>  ho  Icvird 
and  char^redon  and  after  the  fin»t  day  of  August, 
one  thoiunnd  eif^ht  hundre*!  and  oiirhtv,  until 
the  first  day  of  August,  ono  tliouHan<\  oi^ht 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  on  ini]M)rtation  into 
Gnat  Britain  or  Ireland  (that  in  to  w.\)  :  on 

£       8.'    (f. 

Tea  .    the  Ih.    0    0    6 

2.  JU*o/v€df  That  there  shall  ho  charg«'d  upon 
tha  delivery  for  home  consumption  of  Foni^ 
8ptriU  which  have  heen  hottlcKl  in  any  Customs 
or  Exciie  Warehouse,  in  addition  to  tlio  Duties 
of  Caatoms  and  any  other  Charges  thereon,  tho 
nte  following  (that  is  to  say) : 

For  vvery  ono  dozen  imiK'rial  or  reputt»d 
quart  l>ottles,  or  two  dozen  imperial  or 
reputed  pint  hottlot  of  such  Spirits, 
Three  Pence. 


3.  Rcnnh'cJj  That,  towards  raising  the  Supply 
granted  to  Her  ^lajesty,  there  shall  he  charged, 
collected,  and  paid  for  one  year,  commencing 
on  the  sixth  day  of  April,  ono  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty,  in  respect  of  all  Property, 
IVofits,  and  fiaina  mentioned  or  descrihcd  as 
chargeahlc  in  tho  Art  of  the  sixteenth  and  seven- 
teenth years  of  Her  Majesty's  reign,  chapter 
thirty-four,  tho  following  Duties  of  Incomo 
Tax  (that  is  to  say) : 

For  every  Twenty  Shillings  of  the  annual 
value  or  amount  of  Property,  Profits, 
and  (lains  chargoahle  under  Schedules 
(A),  (C),  (D),  or  (E)  of  tho  said  Act,  tho 
Duty  of  Five  Pence ; 
And  For  every  Twenty  Shillings  of  tho 
annual  value  of  tho  occupation  of  Lands, 
Tenements,  Hereditaments,  and  Heri- 
tages chargeahle  under  Schodulo  (B)  of 
the  said  Act, — 

In  England,  tho  Duty  of  Two  Pcnco 

Halfpenny ; 
In  Scotland  and  Ireland  respectively, 
tho    Duty    of    One    Penny    Three 
Farthings ; 
Subject  to  the  provisions  contained  in  section 
one  hundrcii  and  sixty-thnn?  of  tho  Act  of  tho 
fifth  and  sixth  years  of  Her  ^lajesty's  reign, 
chapter  thirty-five,  for  tho  exemption  of  p<^rsons 
whose  income  is  less  than  One  HundrtHl  and 
Fifty  Pounds,  and  in  section  eight  of  "  Tlio 
Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Act,  1876,"  for 
the  relief  of  ])ersons  whoso  incomo  is  less  tliau 
Four  Hundred  Pounds. 

4.  Jifsofriff,  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend 
the  Law  reljitinu:  to  Income  Tax. 

6.  Renoived^  Tliat,  towards  making  good  tho 
Supply  gmnted  to  Her  Majesty  f«»r  the  service 
of  the  voars  ending  on  tho  aist  dav  of  Marcli 
1879  and  18S0,  the  sum  of  £l,230,*7oO  1)ji.  10//. 
Iw  gninteil  out  of  tho  Consolidated  Fund  of  tlio 
United  Kingdom.'* 

House  resumed. 

Besoliitions  to  bo  reported  To-morrow, 
at  Two  of  tho  clock  ; 

Committoo  to  sit  again  To-morrow,  at 
Two  of  tlio  clock. 


AIOIY  DISCIPLINE  AND  KECJI'LATIOX 

(ANNUAL)  HILL-[1^M.L  lor,.] 

{Colomi  Stafiiti/,  Jfr.  IViUiuiH  ILnnj  Smithy  The 

Judtjr  Advucatf  GcHii'al.) 

^^ECO^•I)    KEADIXG. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

CoLOXEL  STANLEY,  in  moving  that 
tho  Bill  bo  now  read  a  second  time,  said, 
ho  would  appeal  to  tho  hon.  Member  for 
Rochester  (^[r.  Otway)  to  withdraw  his 
opposition  to  the  progress  of  the  measure 
at  this  stage.  lie  would  suggest  that 
tho  sense  of  the  House  should  be  tak«>n 
upon  tho  subject  of  tho  hon.  Member's 
Motion  when  the  Bill  went  into  Com- 
mittee.   Tho  reason  why  ho  mado  thiti 
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appeal  was  because  he  understood  that 
considerable  pressure  bad  been  put  on 
bis  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  finish  the  Belief  of 
Distress  (Ireland)  Bill,  which  was  one 
of  the  primary  objects  of  the  meeting  of 
Parliament. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Bill  bo  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Colonel  Stanley ») 

Mr.  OTWAY  regretted  very  much 
that  he  could  not  comply  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman.  He  had  a  duty  to  perform ; 
but  he  would  endeavour  to  discharge  it 
as  expeditiously"  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  would  admit.  He  therefore 
begged  to  move — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  not 
desirable  that  a  Bill  relating  to  the  discipline  of 
the  Army  should  he  continued  which  does  not 
contain  a  provision  relieving  British  soldiers 
from  the  degradation  of  flogging  to  which  they 
are  at  present  subjected." 

Some  70  years  ag^  the  most  celebrated 
military  commander,  and,  perhaps,  the 
most  astute  statesman  of  modem  times, 
having  made  his  brother  Jerome  King 
of  Westphalia,  advised  him  to  do  some- 
thing to  conciliate  his  new  subjects. 
Accordingly  King  Jerome  issued  a  pro- 
clamation, in  which  he  said — 

**  Considering  that  honour  is  the  ffrcat  incen- 
tive to  a  soldier,  and  that  it  is  desirable  to 
banish  for  ever  such  disciplinary*  punishments 
as  recall  feudal  times  and  degrade  the  dignity 
of  man,  on  the  report  of  our  Minister  of  war, 
we  decree  that  flogging  is  henceforth  abolished 
in  our  Army.*' 

The  Armies  of  Westphalia  and  France 
were  at  that  time  the  only  ones  in  which 
flogging  did  not  exist ;  but  Scharnhorst 
in  Prussia  and  the  Archduke  Charles 
took  steps  in  that  direction,  and  in  the 
Prussian  and  Austrian  Armies  flogging 
had  long  been  abolished.  Efforts  had 
been  made  by  his  relative.  Sir  Francis 
Burdett,  and  others  to  put  an  end  to 
this  punishment  in  the  British  Army. 
Not  many  years  ago,  on  a  Motion 
which  ho  (Mr.  Otway)  had  the  honour 
to  submit,  flogging  was  entirely  done 
away  with  in  time  of  peace,  and,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  discussions  in  the  House 
last  year,  the  punishment  was  reduced 
to  25  lashes,  which  could  bo  inflicted 
only  in  time  of  war.  He  understood 
that  moro  than  1,000  men  had  been 
flogged  in  South  Africa;   but  if  only 
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half  that  number  had  been  punish-^d  i: 
must  be   admitted  that    the  lash  had 
utterly  failed  as  a  deterrent.    The  only 
way  in  which  it  acted  as  a  deterrent  wa« 
in  preventing  good  men  from  entering 
the  Army.     Some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished military  authorities — such  men 
as  Generals  Stewart,  Sir  Ilobert  Wilson. 
Colbome,  De  Lacy  Evans,  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam Napier — had  condemned  flogging 
because    of    its    deg^rading    chaxtieter. 
General  Napier  had  become  an  oppo- 
nent of  flogginff  because  in  the  Penin- 
sular War  lus  life  had  been  saved  bj 
a  soldier  who  gave  as  his  reason  for  im- 
perilling his  own  life  the  fact  that  the 
General  had  once  saved   Lim   from  a 
flogging.     He  did  not  think  it  was  in- 
cumbent upon  opponents  of  flogging  to 
flnd  an  alternative  punishment.     There 
were  many  punishments,    such  as  fa- 
tigue duties  of  a  certain  nature,  that 
might    be    given    to     soldiers    which 
would  not  destroy  their  efficiency,  and 
yet  would   save  them  from  a  degrad- 
ing   infliction.      Discipline  was    main- 
tained without  flogging  in  the  Army  of 
every  civilized  country  in  the  world  except 
the  English  Army.  Would  the  Secretarjr 
of  State  for  War  say  the  Englishman, 
the  Scotchman,    or  the  Irishman  was 
such  a    brute,   so    different  from   the 
Frenchman,  the  German,  the  Bussian, 
and  the  American,   that  he    must  b« 
flogged  to  keep  him  up  to  his  duty?  Such 
a  declaration  was   an  offence  against 
the  nation,  which  one  would  not  expect 
to   come  from  a  Government  that  as- 
sumed to    be  pre-eminently    patriotic. 
He  asked  the  ^use,  therefore,  to  accede 
to  the  Besolution  he  proposed.     Thii 
question  could  only  be  settled  in  one 
way,  and  it  would  very  soon  be  settled 
in  that  way.     He  implored  the  Govern- 
ment to  settle  it,  and  so  deprive  the 
Liberal  Party  of  the  credit  of  doing  so. 
The  punishment  had  already  been  re- 
duced to  a  minimum,  and  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman  had  shown  that  his  heart 
was  not  in  the  cause  which  he  had  to 
defend.    That  Parliament  was  about  to 
expire,  and  he  did  not  know  that  it  would 
occupy  man^  brilliant  paffes  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  time  ;  nor  did  he  know  whe- 
ther the  Speaker  would  preside  in  the 
next  Parliament,  as  he  had  presided  so 
ably  over  that  and  other  Parliamenta 
But  he  ventured  to  hope  that,  befine 
the  present  Parliament  was  dissolved, 
the  Speaker  would  be  able  to  declare 
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the  affirmation  of  the  Resolution  wliich 
he  now  placed  before  the  House. 

Mr.  monk  bogged  to  second  tho 
Hesolution.  He  said  that  the  punish- 
ment of  flogging  was  confinod  exclu- 
aively  to  the  British  Army.  Englishmen, 
Scotchmen,  and  Irishmen  wore  tho  only 
people  in  all  the  great  Armies  of  Europe 
who  were  now  subject  to  this  degrading 
punishment.  Some  concession  had  been 
already  made  in  regard  to  flogging.  He 
hoped  that  the  Government  would  make 
a  complete  concession,  now  that  we  were 
free  from  war,  and  that  the  punishment 
might  be  absolutely  expunged  from  the 
Statute  Book. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  loave  out  from  tho  word  **  Thftt "  to  tho 
ond  of  the  Quostion,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
•*  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  not  desir- 
able th.it  a  Bill  relating  to  tho  di»ciplino  of  tho 
Army  ahoald  bo  continued  which  does  not  con- 
tain a  pruviision  relieving?  British  soldiers  from 
the  degradation  of  floggins^  to  which  they  arc 
at  preaent  subjected," — (.Vr.  Otway^) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  ''That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  tho 
Question." 

CoLOXEL  STANLEY  said,  that  tho 
question  was  now  being  discussed  in  a 
state  of  ouiescence  as  compared  with  tho 
animated  scene  which  had  presented 
itself  on  former  occasions.  It  certainly 
was  not  difficult  for  the  Mover  and  Se- 
conder of  the  Resolution  to  speak  of 
the  unanimity  which  prevailed  on  their 
side  of  tho  House.  The  discussion,  in- 
deed, was  carried  on  in  an  Assembly 
represented  rather  by  the  absence  than 
the  presence  of  its  Members.  Ho  could 
only  state  what  he  thought  was  the  opi- 
nion of  all  present — namel}',  that  tliat 
which  was  passing  on  that  occasion  was 
not  a  discussion  of  such  a  cliaractcr  us 
unavoidably  to  oblige  tho  Government 
to  pursue  another  course  of  action  than 
the  one  which  they  had  adopted.  There 
was  nothing  to  take  excox)tion  to  in  tlio 
statements  of  the  hon.  Member.  lie 
was  glad  to  find  that  no  elomouts  of 
passion  or  false  sentiment,  such  as  had 
characterized  the  dobate  of  last  year, 
had  been  introduced  into  the  discussion. 
but  that  the  Motion  had  been  brought 
forward  in  a  business-like  manner,  so  ns 
to  gain  the  approbation  of  both  sides  of 
tho  House.  He  would  endeavour  to 
meet  tho  arguments   which  had  been 


brought  forward  In  a  fair  and  candid 
spirit.     Tho  hon.  Momber  who   moved 
the  Kosolution   had  spoken  of  the  do- 
torrent    offeot   which    flogging    in    the 
Army  exercised  on  rocruiting.     In  mat- 
ters of  opinion  it  was  always  difficult  to 
ascertain  the  exact  fact.     As  far  as  he 
had  been  able  to  get  at  the  truth,  he  had 
not  been  able  to  learn  from  those  who 
wore  most  conversant  with  the  different 
classes  of  which  our  Army  was  composed 
tliat  flogging   exercised  any   such    in- 
liuonco.     It  was  overstraining  the  case 
to  imagine  that  the  men  who  entered  tho 
Service   had  any  conception  that   they 
would  incur  that  punishment,  which  was 
only  inflicted  in   cases  of  the   gravest 
crimes.  As  to  the  statement  that  British 
soldiers  alone   were    subjected   to  this 
punishment,   he  was  not    prepared    to 
commit  himself  to   positive   statements 
about  the  discipline  of  foreign  Armies ; 
but  if  it  was  meant  that  in  other  coun- 
tries discipline  in  the  the  Army  was  main- 
tained merely  by  moral  suasion  he  did 
not  believe  that  it  was  so.     Either  at  tho 
Cape  or  in  Afghanistan  those  offences 
were  committed    for   which  they  were 
obliged  to  deal  summarily  with  the  men. 
They  could  not  send  back  the  offenders 
under  an  escort  to  other  places  where 
imprisonment  could  be  carried  out.     The 
hon.  Gentleman  said  there  were  cases  in 
which  he  could  understand  a  soldier  pre- 
ferring death  to   corporal  punishment. 
He  thought  tho  hon.  Gentleman  must 
have  looked  at  the  matter  in  the  light  of 
his  own  wishes  rather  than  in  tlie  light 
in  wliich  it  was  likely  to  present  itself 
to  tho  person  most  concerned.     He  did 
not   believe   that,  as    a   rule,    in   cases 
of  ofFonco  while   upon  guard   or   upon 
duty,  the  offenders,  if  given  the  ojjtion 
of  being  put  to  death  or  of  being  Hogged, 
would  hesitate  to  accept  the  latter  alter- 
native,    lie   did  not  suppose  tlio  hon. 
Gentleman,  or  those  who  supported  his 
views  on  the  question  of  Hogging,  wished 
to  see  the  discijiline  of  tho  Army  one 
whit   less  than    it  was  at   the  present 
time.     But   they  must   remember  that 
tho  point  on  which  tho  British  soldier 
was  most  likely  to  fail  was  in  respect  of 
Iiis  duty  towards  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district  through  whicli  he  might  bo  pass- 
ing.     The    hon.    Gentleman   said  that 
corporal   punishment   by    flogging  had 
■  been  done  away  with  in  the  Army  of 
!  tho  United  States.     At  that  moment  ho 
I  (Colonel  Stanley)  s^K)ke  under  correction ; 
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but  he  thought  it  was  matter  of  notoriety 
that  in  the  American  Service  practices 
had  prevailed  which  were  foreign  to  our 
own  Service,  and  which,  undoubtedly, 
were  almost  as  severe,  if  not  more  so, 
than  punishment  as  existing  in  our  Ser- 
vice. The  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  as  to 
the  general  question.  Lot  him  (Colonel 
Stanley)  go  back  as  far  as  he  might 
reasonably  in  order  to  know  what  hap- 
pened during  last  year.  The  debates  on 
this  question  wore  full,  exhaustive,  and 
protracted.  He  was  free  to  admit  there 
were  in  the  minds  of  those  whose  duty 
it  was  to  oppose  the  Government  feel- 
ings as  conscientious  as  those  to  which 
the  Government  might  lay  claim.  He 
thought  they  finally  agreed  that  this  was 
no  question  of  Party  before  the  House. 
There  was  this  broad  distinction — that 
those  who  at  the  time  were  responsible 
for  the  discipline  of  the  Service,  and 
those  who,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
their  duty,  were  acting  with  them,  did 
not  find  it  possible,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  Service,  to  do  away  with 
the  means  of  corporal  punishment  which, 
apparently,  in  some  circumstances,  was 
the  only  manner  in  which  discipline 
could  be  preserved.  He  did  not  wish  to 
enter  into  a  controversy  as  to  that,  to 
which  he  referred  very  briefly  a  short 
time  ago,  on  the  question  of  discipline 
or  indiscipline  in  the  Army  of  South 
Africa.  He  would  prefer  to  postpone 
any  remarks  upon  that  subject  till  the 
time  when  the  facts  were  more  fully  and 
more  satisfactorily  before  him.  With 
all  deference  to  the  opinions  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  stated,  he  (Colonel  Stan- 
ley) said  the  responsibility  rested  upon 
those  who,  like  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
brought  this  question  before  the  House 
with  a  wish  to  abolish  corporal  punish- 
ment as  it  now  existed ;  but  a  duo  re- 
sponsibility rested  upon  them,  in  com- 
mon with  the  other  Members  of  the 
House,  that  those  who  were  responsible 
for  discipline  should  have  the  means  of 
maintaining  discipline.  Whore  there 
were  rough  characters  in  the  Service — 
ho  was  sorry  to  say  there  were  such, 
and  might  be  such  at  any  time— where 
they  had  rough  men,  in  many  respects 
enterprizing  and  soldierlike  characters, 
it  was  necessary  that  proper  means  of 
maintaining  discipline  should  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  had  charge  of 
them.  In  this  matter  Her  Majesty's 
Government  felt  that  they    must   not 

Colonel  Stanley 


t  shrink  from  performing  what  they  be- 
lieved to  be  their  duty,  however  un- 
pleasant it  might  be.  It  had  been  hi< 
anxiety,  in  the  peculiar  ciroumstances  of 
the  present  year,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  simply 
to  continue  for  a  twelvemonth  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Army  Discipline  and  re- 
gulation Bill,  because  he,  and  those  who 
acted  with  him,  felt  that  the  discussion 
which  had  occurred  last  year  upon  thi^ 
subject  was  ample  for  the  time,  and  that 
the  Government  had  gone  as  far  as  they 
had  any  right  to  do  in  the  direction  of 
mitigating  the  punishment  of  flogging  by 
making  it  a  substitute  for  that  of  death. 
By  taking  that  course,  the  Government 
believed  that  they  had  met  the  evident 
and  natural  desire  of  every  man  of 
humane  disposition,  by  mitigating  severe 
punishment,  as  far  as  was  consistent 
with  the  preservation  of  discipline.  Ue 
was  afraid  that,  whether  they  looked  to 
civil  or  to  military  life,  it  would  be 
found  impossible  to  govern  men  entirely 
by  mere  moral  suasion.  While  fully  ad- 
mitting that  it  would  be  possible  to  amend 
the  Army  Discipline  ana  Hegolation  Act 
in  many  respects,  he  must  say  that  those 
whose  duty  it  was  to  administer  it  had  in- 
formed him  that  it  worked,  as  a  whole, 
satisfactorily,  and  that  there  was  no  press- 
ing necessity  for  altering  its  provisions 
at  the  present  moment.  On  these  g^nnds 
he  ventured  to  oppose  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member;  and  he  only  regretted 
that  the  question  should  have  come  on 
for  discussion  in  so  thin  a  House,  which 
could  scarcely  be  taken  as  fairly  re- 
presenting the  general  feeling  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  HOPWOOD  observed,  that  the 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  ap- 
peared to  have  discussed  this  question  at 
great  length  with  the  air  of  a  man  who 
felt  that  corporal  punishment  was  doomed, 
but  must  be  retained  for  the  present,  in 
obedience  to  the  wishes  of  those  who 
were  outside  that  House.  He  predicted 
that  those  who  defended  this  punish- 
ment would  shortly  find  themselves 
placed  in  a  very  ridiculous  position.  He 
thought  that  the  opponents  of  oorporal 
punishment  had  every  reason  to  be  sa- 
tisfied with  the  progpress  made  on  this 
question,  the  great  Tory  Party  now 
boine  the  only  advocates  of  the  lash. 
Until  this  last  shred  of  authority,  sup- 
ported  bv  brutish  violence,  was  done 
away  with,  he  and  those  who  held  the 
same  opinions  as  himself  would  never 
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cease  from  troubling  those  in  autho- 
rity. 

Mb.  WADDY  said,  he  felt  very 
strongly  indeed  that  the  lash  ought  not 
to  be  entirely  abolished  or  banished 
from  the  country,  as  its  retention  was 
necessary  in  some  cases;  but  he  ob- 
jected most  strongly  indeed  to  our  sol- 
diers being  placed  in  the  same  category 
with  garrotters.  He  believed  that  there 
were  certain  persons  who  could  only  be 
influenced  by  the  kind  of  violence  the 
lash  inflicted,  and  he  was  prepared  to 
maintain  that  there  were  circumstances 
and  crimes  which  called  for  the  use  of 
the  lash.  What  he  did  object  to  was  that 
while  the  House  was  told,  on  the  one 
hand,  all  that  was  ^rand  and  beautiful 
with  regard  to  the  Army,  it  was,  at  the 
same  time,  told  that  it  was  necessary  to 
nse  the  lash,  which  was  so  bad  that  every- 
body but  the  soldier  and  the  garrotter 
were  exempted  from  it.  The  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  really  gave  the  go-bye  to 
the  arguments  that  had  been  put  forward 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Stockport  (Mr.  Hopwood).  What  he 
complained  of  was  that  the  House  was 
not  arawing  a  distinction  between  the 
British  Army  and  a  foreign  Army,  but 
between  the  British  Army  at  home  and 
the  British  Army  abroad.  For  some 
reason,  however,  the  cat  was  retained, 
and  he  would  like  to  know  the  cause  of 
it.  Was  it  the  pain  it  caused?  The 
House  had  been  over  and  over  again 
told  that  it  was  not  the  pain.  Then 
what  was  it?  Was  it  the  shame  it 
caused  ?  There  were  two  or  throe  ways 
of  inflicting  shame  upon  a  man,  and 
what  he  complained  of  was  that  punisli- 
ment  debased  the  man  and  made  him 
feel  not  ashamed  of  what  he  had  done, 
but  of  himself,  and  made  him  all  the 
more  liable  to  commit  the  same  crime 

r'n.  He  trusted  to  see  flogging  and 
Sinking  Fund  go  together  witli  a 
dying  Parliament.  It  was  strange  to 
say  that  a  punishment  that  could  not  bo 
inflicted  upon  the  Army  at  home  could 
be  inflicted  upon  them  when  on  service 
out  of  the  countiy.  He  was  sure  the 
hon.  Members  of  the  House  would  most 
strongly  object  to  seethe  lash  used  upon 
their  farm  labourers  and  their  tenants  ; 
but  it  was  strange  that,  directly  those 
farm  labourers  or  tenants  enlisted  to 
serve  their  Queen  and  their  country, 
they  immediately  became  so  bad  that  a 


proper  control  could  only  be  maintained 
over  them  by  the  use  of  the  cat.  The 
subject  had  so  thoroughly  been  thrashed 
out  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
make  any  further  observations  upon  it ; 
but  he  ventured  to  hope,  even  now,  that 
if  the  exigencies  of  the  Service  would 
not  allow  flogging  to  be  entirely  abolished, 
that  its  existence  would  in  a  short  time 
be  put  an  end  to. 

Sib  WALTER  B.  BAETTELOT  said, 
the  punishment  of  flogging  had  been  re- 
stricted to  the  smallest  possible  compass, 
and  was  inflicted  only  in  cases  of  the 
most  desperate  character,  and  where  the 
offender  deserved  to  be  in  the  same  cate- 
gory with  the  garrotter,  and  the  House 
must  remember  flogging  could  only  be 
inflicted  on  board  ship,  or  in  face  of 
the  enemy.  It  was  very  ingenious 
to  get  up  this  as  an  Election  cry ;  but 
it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  this 
punishment  was  declared  to  be  neces- 
sary by  the  last  Liberal  Government,  of 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Rochester 
(Mr.  Otway)  was  a  Member.  He  saw 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Birmingham  (Mr.  John  Bright)  in 
his  place,  and  would  remind  him  that 
his  voice  was  not  raised  against  flogging 
when  the  Loader  of  the  Opposition  was 
at  the  War  Office,  and  stated  distinctly 
that  it  was  essential,  in  the  interests  of  the 
Army,  that  the  punishment  of  flogging 
should  be  maintained.  There  was  no 
one  on  either  side  of  the  House  who 
would  not  wish  that  the  punishment  of 
flogging  could  bo  abolished ;  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  our  Army 
was  not  an  Army  of  conscription.  It  was 
raised  from  different  classes  from  those 
of  which  Continental  Armies  were 
composed.  Tliere  wore  in  our  Army 
numbers  of  honourable  and  gallant 
nion,  but  there  were  others  of  a  dif- 
ferent character ;  but  even  in  their 
case  flogging  was  only  resorted  to  in 
the  most  oxtromo  cases,  and  for  the  very 
worst  offenros.  For  all  others  it  was 
abolished.  He  had,  since  the  question 
was  discussed,  consulted  many  authorities 
on  the  subject ;  and  they  were  all  of  opi- 
nion, with  one  exception,  that  flogging 
could  not  bo  safely  abolished,  and  the 
exception  he  referred  to  was  to  the  effect 
that  it  could  only  be  abolished  in  the  event 
of  some  other  suitable  and  very  sum- 
marypunishment  being  substituted  for 
it.  He  felt  himself  compelled  to  sup- 
port the  Government,  believing  that  they 
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were  right  in  maintaining  a  punishment 
which  had  been  absolutely  abolished  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  extraordinary  offences. 

Mr.  O'DONNELL  thought  that  if  the 
Government  opened  a  more  generous 
career  for  merit  in  the  Army  there  would 
be  no  occasion  to  resort  to  the  brutal- 
izing lash.  They  had  evidence  that  the 
punishment  did  not  fulfil  its  object,  for 
there  never  was  a  better  flogged  Army 
than  that  which  overcame  the  Zulus. 
Enough  had  come  out  in  the  controversy 
between  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley  and  Dr. 
Kussell  to  show  that  abundant  flogging 
did  not  keep  British  soldiers  from  being 
a  disgrace  to  their  country.  Last  3'ear 
they  were  afforded  a  specimen  of  the 
way  in  which  Tory  Members  reconciled 
themselves  to  the  use  of  the  lash.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  West- 
minster (Sir  Charles  Hussell)  rose  in  his 
place,  and,  with  tears  in  his  voice,  pro- 
duced a  letter  from  an  old  soldier,  who 
he  said  was  in  the  Lobby,  stating  that 
he  had  been  flogged,  and  had  ever  since 
felt  himself  regenerated  and  dignified  by 
the  punishment.  Some  of  those  who 
heard  the  statement  sought  the  man  in 
the  Lobby,  and  they  found  a  broken- 
down  man  who  said  that  since  he  was 
flogged  ho  had  led  a  life  of  physical 
pain  and  felt  he  was  a  degraded  man, 
and,  he  added,  that  he  had  come  down 
to  say  so  on  behalf  of  his  comrades  who 
were  still  in  the  Army.  The  versatile 
Premier  had  not  thought  fit  to  make  an 
appeal  to  the  country  on  the  question  of 
flogging  in  the  Army ;  and,  although 
the  accents  of  the  living  cat  had  been 
imitated  in  that  House  by  distinguished 
Obstructionists  on  the  other  side,  he  did 
not  suppose  that  Ministerial  orators,  in 
their  addresses  to  their  constituents, 
would  lay  much  stress  on  their  devotion 
to  the  flogging  of  the  soldier  as  a  means 
of  preserving  the  efficiency  of  the  Im- 
perial Forces. 

Mr.  p.  a.  TAYLOR  said,  there  wore 
few  things  more  humiliating  than  the 
frequent  discussion  of  the  question  in 
that  House.  Ho  was  old  enough  to  re- 
member the  time  when  the  public  wore 
shocked  by  floggings  that  were  followed 
by  death.  From  first  to  last  the  tyrant 
plea  of  necessity  had  been  used;  but 
various  mitigations  had  been  made  in 
the  brutal  punishment — which  was  now 
reduced  to  a  comparative  tickling,  as  it 
was  called,  of  25  lashes.  The  infatua- 
tion with  which  hon.  Members  on  the 
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other  side  of  the  House  dung  to  the  bar- 
barous infiiction  was  astounding ;  and  if 
they  would  only  go  to  the  country  pledg- 
ing themselves  to  vote  for  its  abolition 
the  advantage  that  they  would  thereby 
gain  would  not  be  g^dged  to  them  for 
the  sake  of  getting  rid  of  this  infamous 
punishment.  If  officers  could  not  go- 
vern their  men  without  subjecting  them 
to  the  brutal  infliction  of  the  lash,  which 
was  used  in  no  other  Army  in  the  world, 
they  ought  to  retire  from  a  position  for 
which  they  were  unfit. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  76  ;  Noes 
36 :  Majority  40.— (Div.  List,  No.  89.) 

Main  Question  again  proposed,  "That 
the  Bill  be  now  rea^d  a  second  time." 

Mb.  H.  SAMUELSON,  who  was  pre- 
vented by  the  Forms  of  the  House  m>m 
moving Uie  following  Amendment: — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  no  Act 
relating  to  the  discipline  of  the  Army  ouj^t  to 
be  passed  which  gives  to  the  military  authorities 
power  to  flog  Vorimteers  on  active  servioe,** 

said,  they  were  told  that  it  was  necessarj 
to  flog  men  on  active  service  in  foreiga 
countries,  because  there  was  no  other 
way  of  dealing  with  offenders,  and  be- 
cause one-half  of  the  Army  ooiild  not  be 
spared  to  look  after  the  other  half;  bat, 
however  good  that  argument  might  be 
in  South  Africa,  it  surely  could  not  be 
sustained  as  against  Volunteers  serving 
in  this  country.  The  dause  conferriug 
power  to  flog  Volunteers  off  actiTe  ser- 
vice was  absolutely  unnecessary,  and  wasa 
great  blot  on  the  Bill.  The  right  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  had  told  them  distinctly 
that  he  wished  the  time  had  arzivei 
when  it  was  possible  to  do  away  with 
this  punishment  in  the  Army,  but  that 
with  the  sort  of  men  still  enlisted  for 
the  Army  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
retain  it.  But  that  opinion  did  not 
apply  in  the  least  to  the  Volunteer  Force, 
which  consisted  of  men  of  a  totally  dif- 
ferent class.  It  would  be  vexy  easy  to 
provide,  by  an  Amendment,  that  Volun- 
teers should  not  be  liable  to  be  sentenced 
by  court  meurtialto  corporal  punishment. 
It  had  often  been  said  that  Volunteers 
would  never  deserve  the  punishment, 
and,  therefore,  would  never  get  it. 
Well,  then,  if  that  were  so,  it  was  per- 
fectly useless  to  retain  the  power  to  in- 
flict it.  Officers  were  not  allowed  to  be 
flogged,  and  that  led  to  the  anomaly  that 
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a  ffenfleman  who  was  a  private  in  a 
y<Maiiteer  corps,  but  who  might  be 
of  exactly  the  same  standing  as  the 
officer  holding  Her  Majesty's  com- 
mission, would  be  liable  to  this  degrad- 
ing punishment  for  an  offence  for  which 
the  officer  would  remain  untouched  by 
it.  Volunteers  who  sacrificed  their  time 
and  money  for  the  service  of  their  coun- 
try ought  not  to  be  placed  on  the  same 
footing  with  gaol-birds  and  ruffians. 
Such  was  the  character  of  the  Volunteer 
Force  that  mere  expulsion  from  a  corps 
was  punishment  sufficient  for  any  offence 
of  wnich  a  Volunteer  might  be  guilty. 
Were  ourVolunteer  soldiers  less  worthy  of 
respect  than  American,  French,  German, 
Italian,  or  Bussian  troops  ?  They  were 
told  there  must  be  uniformity  in  mili- 
tary punishments;  but  there  was  no 
uniformity  in  the  conditions  of  service. 
They  were  totally  different.  Volunteers 
proved,  by  making  themselves  efficient  at 
their  own  cost,  that  they  wore  men  to  be 
relied  on.  It  was  said  this  subject  was 
being  made  a  hustings  cry  and  a  Party 
question ;  but  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  public  would  demand  pledges  at 
the  hustings  that  this  meaningless  and 
useless  stigma  should  not  remain  on  the 
Volunteer  Force. 

Majob  NOLAN  begged  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  insufficiency  of  the  payments 
to  licensed  victuallers  for  billeting  sol- 
diers. Those  payments  were  based  on  old 
values,  which  were  altogether  too  low  at 
the  present  day  to  recompense  keepers  of 
public-houses  and  licensed  victuallers 
for  the  accommodation  they  were  obliged 
by  Statute  to  afford  to  troops  on  the 
inarch.  Licensed  victuallers  objected 
Teiy  much  to  the  scale  of  payment,  and 
accordingly  disliked  to  see  soldiers 
marching  through  their  towns.  They 
objected  to  having  soldiers  constantly 
bifleted  upon  them,  not  because  the  sol- 
diers behaved  badly,  but  simply  from 
the  insufficiency  of  the  rates  of  payment. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  ought  to  do 
something  to  re-model  the  scale.  Last 
year  they  did  make  some  slight  improve- 
ment by  making  allowances  for  ofTioors* 
lodging;  but  even  yet  licensed  victuallc?rs 
were  subject  to  a  great  amount  of  hard- 
ship from  the  low  scale  of  payment. 
As  a  private  Member  of  the  lIou!^(>  ho 
could  not  move  an  Amendment  on  the 
clause  unless  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  take  the  initiative;  and 
h«  would,  therefore,  content  himself  by 


simply  pointing  out  further  that  2id.  did 
not  pay  a  licensed  victualler  for  the 
trouble  he  was  put  to  in  lodging  a  sol- 
dier, nor  was  1«.  l^d.  sufficient  for  his 
board.  Again,  the  payment  of  1«.  9d, 
for  stabling  a  horse  was  also  insufficient, 
as  the  publican  might  have  to  give  more 
for  the  forage ;  at  all  events,  that  small 
amount  could  not  recoup  a  licensed  vic- 
tualler for  the  trouble  he  was  put  to  in 
stabling  a  horse. 

Mr.  ANDEESON  strongly  urged  the 
consideration  by  the  Government  of  the 
views  expressed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Frome  (Mr.  H.  Samuelson).  He  (Mr. 
Anderson)  was  against  flogging  alto- 
gether ;  but  he  thought  even  those  who 
considered  that  it  should  be  retained  in 
the  Army  would  not  go  the  length  of 
saying  that  it  should  be  extended  to 
Volunteers.  He  could  only  believe  that 
Volunteers  had  been  placed  under  this 
stigma  through  some  inadvertence  in  the 
drafting  of  the  Bill.  If  that  was  so,  he 
hoped  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
would  make  some  promise  that  it  would 
be  expunged.  The  alteration  might 
very  well  be  made  in  Committee  next 
day. 

CoLoxEL  STANLEY  said,  the  ques- 
tion raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Frome  (Mr.  H.  Samuelson)  was  fully  dis- 
cussed last  year,  when  the  House,  by  a 
substantial  majority,  agreed  to  take  the 
Bill  as  it  was  drawn.  Part  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill  of  last  year  was  to  place 
soldiers  of  the  Eegular  Service  and 
members  of  the  Auxiliary  Forces  on 
exactly  the  same  footing  in  case  of 
active  service.  It  would  be  almost 
l)edantic  to  introduce  words  into  the 
Bill  to  guard  against  Volunteers  being 
subjected  to  corporal  pimishment,  the 
contingency  of  their  being  so  treated 
being  so  very  remote.  The  general 
feeling  of  all  Volunteers  was  in  favour 
of  their  being  subjected  to  the  same 
conditions  as  governed  the  E(?gular 
Forces,  should  they  ever  be  called  upon 
to  servo  side  by  sidu  with  those  Forces. 
Coming  to  the  objection  of  the  hon.  and 
p^alhmt  Muniber  for  Galwny  (Major 
Nolan),  lii»  could  only  ropcat  what  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  say  la<it  year — that,  so 
far  as  tho  hardship  of  billeting  was  con- 
cornod,  no  doubt  there  would  be  some 
iiiconvonionee  in  having  to  receive  sol- 
diers sudihnly,  and  in  addition  to  persons 
wlio  might  bo  staying  in  the  house ;  but 
that  was  one  of  the  incidents  attaching 
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to  the  monopoly  given  to  licensed  vic- 
tuallers. He  understood  that  the  prin- 
cipal objection  applied  not  to  the  billeting 
of  soldiers  on  the  march,  but  to  the 
billeting  for  a  month  of  the  Militia. 
Efforts  to  remove  this  grievance  had 
been  made  by  placing  the  Militia  under 
canvas,  and  in  some  instances  in  bar- 
racks. As  regarded  the  prices  for  troops 
on  the  march,  the  Schedule  was  drawn 
up  in  1873,  when  the  prices  of  provi- 
sions were  much  higher  than  now.  A 
deputation  of  licensed  victuallers,  repre- 
senting one  of  the  associations,  waited 
upon  him  in  regard  to  this  matter  last 
year ;  but  on  a  comparison  of  figures 
they  admitted  the  fallacy  of  many  of 
the  figures  ;  and  although  he  offered  to 
see  the  deputation  again  after  they  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  correcting  their 
figures  he  nad  not  since  seen  nor  heard 

from  them. 

Mr.  STEVENSON,  as  a  Volunteer, 
was  of  opinion  that  Volunteers  would 
consider  being  equally  liable  with  the 
Begular  Army  to  corporal  punishment 
anything  but  an  honour. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow i  at  Two  of  the  clock. 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS  AND 
CORRUPT  PRACTICES  (No.  2)  BILL. 

{Mr,  Attorney  Oeneralf  Mr.  Solicitor  General.) 
[bill   102.]       SECOND  READmO. 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — (3/r.  Attorney  General.) 

Mb.  morgan  LLOYD  hoped  some 
adequate  opportunity  would  be  given 
to  hon.  Members  to  consider  the  mea- 
sure before  going  into  Committee,  and 
trusted  the  Attorney  General  would  pro- 
mise that  a  reasonable  time  should  be 
allowed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  ANDEESON  said,  he  also  wished 
to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral on  the  subject  of  this  measure. 
Yesterday  he  (Mr.  ^Vnderson)  had 
brought  forward  a  measure;  but  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  ob- 
jected to  its  being  proceeded  with,  on 
the  ground  that  they  had  arrived  at  the 
last  day  or  two  of  an  expiring  Parlia- 
ment, and  because  there  was  a  very 
thin  attendance  in  the  House.     The  At- 
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tomey  General  had  said  that  the  BiH 
was  too  important  to  be  taken  then; 
but  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  that 
same  morning  introduced  a  measure, 
circulated  it  on  the  following  day,  and 
in  the  evening  expected  to  have  it  read 
a  second  time.   He  expected  Parliament 
to  allow  it  to  become  law  before  anyone 
in  the  country  had  seen  it.     He  thought 
such  conduct  most  unfair.     It  was  ouite 
unprecedented    that  a  Bill  shoula  be 
brought  in  one  niffht,   affecting  eveiy 
borough  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land, and  read  a  second  time  next  night, 
before  it  was  possible  for  any  borough 
in  the  country  to  express  an  opinion  on 
it.    The  Bill  of  the  Attorney  (General 
contained  a  most  important  provision. 
If  it  had  been  a  mere  Continuance  Bill 
he  should  not  have  raised  any  objection 
to  it;  but  it  was  not.    There  was  no 
need  for  such  a  Bill,  for  the  existing 
measure  did  not  expire  until  the  end  of 
the  year,  and  there  was  thus  plenty  of 
time  for  the  new  Parliament  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  Parliamentary  elec- 
tions and  corrupt  practices  in  a  proper 
and  efficient  manner.    But  why  md  the 
Bill   deal  with  one  subject,  and  leave 
everything  else  untouched?     The  2nd 
clause  was  a  very  innocent  looking  one, 
and  hon.  Members  might  have  looked 
at  it  without  imagining  that  there  was 
anything  bad  in  it  at  fdl.      He  had  ex-  • 
amined  into  it  carefully,  howerer,  and 
he  found  that  it  meant  that  for  the 
future  the  conveyance  of  yoters  to  the 
poll,  and  paying  for  that  conveyance, 
was  to  be  legali^d  all  over  the  ooontiT. 
This  applied  to  every  borough  in  the 
Kingdom,  and  yet  the  Attorney  General 
now  asked  them  to  have  the  Bill  read  a 
second  time.  Evidently  the  Government 
wished  to  rush  it  through  Parliament 
before  they  coidd  say  one  word  about  it. 
Such  conduct  was  impreoedented,  even 
in  the  history  of  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, and  that  was  saying  a  good  deal. 
There  were,  he  felt  bound    to  say,  a 
great  many    corrupt  practices  besides 
the   conveyance  ox  voters  to  the  poU. 
There  was,  for  instance,  the  employing 
of  paid  canvassers.     He  maintained  that 
the  payment  of  canvassers  led  to  an  im- 
mense amount  of  corruption,  and  it  was 
one  of   the  practices  that  the  House 
ought  to  do  away  with.    Another  mode 
of   corruption  was  that  of  the   faggot 
vote.     He  considered  faggot  voting  a 
very  corrupt  practice  ind^id.     The  sys- 
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tern  of  bringing  strangers  from  an  im- 
mense distance,  and  locating  them  upon 
a  oonnty  for  the  purpose  of  swamping 
the  opinion  of  the  locality,  was  about  as 
corrupt  a  practice  as  he  knew  of.  There 
might  be  faggot  votes  that  were  of  a 
perfectly  innocent  description,  provided 
the  people  who  enjoyed  tnem  really  ro- 
sidea  in  the  locality ;  but  when  such  a 
person  came  from  a  distance,  in  order  to 
swamp  legitimate  opinion,  the  whole  af- 
fiedr  was  highly  corrupt,  and  ought  to 
be  put  an  end  to.  There  were  three 
ffreat  questions  that  had  to  bo  dealt  with 
by  whatever  Parliament  took  up  the 
question  of  corrupt  practices  ;  but  to  at- 
tempt to  deal  with  one  of  them  in  this 
offhand  manner  was,  in  his  opinion, 
most  improper.  He  was  told  that  all 
that  was  done  was  simply  to  make  legal 
a  practice  that  was  imiversal.  Well, 
he  denied  that  it  was  a  universal  prac- 
tice, and  what  the  Attorney  General  was 
doukf  was  making  an  illegal  practice 
legaL  That  was  to  say,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  more  than  con- 
doning breaches  of  the  law.  He  was 
told  that  in  a  great  many  boroughs  in 
England  it  was  the  practice  to  pay  for 
the  conveyance  of  voters  ;  and  he  undor- 
Btood  that  in  Birmingham  all  the  cabs 
had  been  already  secured  for  the  ensu- 
ing election.  That  was  all  done  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  law,  and  why 
should  it  be  made  legal?  He  could  not  see 
any  reason.  He  thought  the  more  sen- 
sible course  for  the  Attorney  General 
to  have  pursued  would  have  been  to 
specify  a  punishment  that  should  attach 
to  the  onence.  That  would  have  been 
a  change  which  would  only  have  been 
carxying  out  the  present  law.  He  was 
glad  to  know,  however,  that  this  prac- 
tice of  conveying  voters  to  the  poll  was 
not  universal.  He  never  heard  of  the 
practice  in  Scotland.  The  Scotch  were 
a  law-abiding  people,  not  like  the  people 
in  England,  who  would  drive  a  couch 
and  six  through  any  Act  of  Parliament. 
In  Scotland  the  people  were  law-abiding, 
because  they  objected  to  see  a  practice 
which  they  considered  to  be  corrupt, 
and  which  they  knew  to  be  illegal,  le- 
galized in  this  off-hand  manner.  He 
was  told  that  in  Ireland  the  people  also 
abided  by  the  law  in  this  respoct,  nud 
he  made  bold  to  say  that  tlio  law  was 
not  universally  broken  even  in  Engluiid. 
He  could  only  say  that,  so  far  as  ho  was 
able,  and  with  the  assistance  of  Scotch 


Members,  he  would  endeavour  to  get 
this  clause  expunged  from  the  Bill. 

Mr.  D.  DAVIES  hoped  the  Govern- 
ment  would  persevere  with  the  Bill.  It 
would  be  a  great  boon  to  Wales.  He 
thought  it  was  right  that  the  expenses 
of  a  poor  voter  should  be  paid,  and  that 
he  should  be  brought  to  the  poll.  The 
rich  candidate,  who  had  carriages  of  his 
own,  could  drive  voters  to  the  poll ;  and 
it  was  unfair  that  the  candidate  who 
had  no  carriages  should  not  be  allowed 
to  place  himself  on  an  equality  with  his 
richer  neighbours  if  he  were  prepared 
to  pay  for  conveyances.  At  present  the 
law  was  evaded;  but  the  candidate  should 
do  what  was  **  straight. '' 

Dr.  CAMEEON  said,  that  the  eflFect 
of  this  clause  would  be  the  possibility  of 
placing  the  rich  candidate  in  a  position 
unfair  to  the  poor  one.  He  had  served 
on  the  Committee  which  had  sat  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  the  extension  of 
the  hours  of  polling,  and  a  great  number 
of  cases  came  before  them,  in  which  it 
was  said  that  the  law  was  evaded,  espe- 
cially in  the  matter  of  the  conveyance  of 
voters  to  the  poll.  Though  it  was  illegal, 
they  were  told  that  conveyances  were 
often  hired  at  the  expense  of  the  candi- 
date. Hon.  Members  sitting  in  all  parts 
of  the  House  were  on  the  Committee, 
and  there  appeared  to  be  only  one  opinion 
amongst  them — namely,  that  the  law 
should  be  amended  in  the  sense  of  more 
properly  enforcing  it  as  it  then  stood.  It 
was  with  great  surprise,  therefore,  that 
he  saw  that  the  Bill  of  the  Attorney 
General  went  entirely  in  an  opposite 
direction.  The  penalties  attached  to  an 
infraction  of  the  law  in  this  matter  were 
not  large  enough.  If  it  was  possible  to 
put  down  undue  treating,  bribery,  and 
other  forms  of  corruption,  this  particular 
phase  could  equally  well  have  been  dealt 
with.  What  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  An- 
derson) had  said  of  Scotland  was  strictly 
true.  He  confessed,  however,  that  in 
one  burgh  in  Scotland  recently  this 
practice  had  been  reported  to  exist ;  but, 
with  that  one  exception,  he  had  never 
lieard  of  the  practice  during  his  whole 
experienco.  Supposing  that  the  law 
were  obeyed  in  Scotland,  and  convey- 
ances not  us(.»d,  ho  did  not  believe  the 
po()i)lotlioro  worosufHciontly  wide-awake 
to  know  that  the  law  could  be  evaded. 
At  all  events,  however,  the  law  was 
ohey«'d  in  Scotland — whuthtT  from  a  re- 
gard to  economy  he  would  not  say.     At 
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all  events,  he  thought  it  preposterous 
that  in  an  expiring  Parliament  they 
should  be  asked  to  let  loose  on  Scotland, 
hitherto  free  from  reproach,  a  system  of 
extravagance  and  corruption,  the  end  of 
which  no  one  could  see.  As  for  the 
hiring  of  cabs,  say  in  Edinburgh,  Dun- 
doe,  or  Aberdeen,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  an  immense  amount  of  treat- 
ing and  improper  expenditure  might 
take  place  under  the  guise  of  such  a 
practice.  If  the  Attorney  General  could 
not  devise  any  other  means  of  meeting 
the  difficulty,  why  did  ho  not  leave  it 
alone  ?  There  would  be  plenty  of  time 
next  Parliament  to  deal  with  the  subject. 
At  this  moment,  however,  when  the 
Scotch  Members  were  absent — and  he 
was  certain  they  would  oppose  the  Bill  to 
a  man — it  was  unfair  to  steal  a  march 
upon  them.  So  far  as  he  could  influence 
other  Members,  he  would  do  all  in  his 
power  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  Bill. 
He  begged  to  move  the  Amendment  of 
which  he  had  given  Notice. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  tho  word  "  That "  to  th 
end  of  tho  Question,  in  order  to  add  tho  words 
**  the  provisions  of  the  Act  30  and  31  Vic.  c.  102, 
which  relates  to  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
conveyance  of  voters  to  the  poll,  should  be 
amended,  not  by  repealing  the  prohibition  against 
the  practice,  but  by  rendering  it  oflfectivo,*' — 
{Dr.  Cameron f) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  words 
proposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mr.  H.  SAMUELSON  thought  the 
question  might  well  have  been  left  to  the 
consideration  of  the  new  Parliament. 
There  was  hardly  a  borough  in  England 
in  which  the  law  was  not  evaded,  not  by 
candidates,  but  by  their  friends;  and  the 
only  provision  that  could  obviate  tho 
evil  would  bo  to  mako  it  illegal  for  any 
person  to  receive  money  in  consideration 
of  the  hire  of  any  vehicle  on  an  election 
day.  Neither  tho  Bill  nor  the  Amend- 
ment was  satisfactory ;  and  as  tho  sub- 
ject, in  his  opinion,  had  not  received 
sufficient  consideration,  he  bogged  to 
move  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  tho  Dobato  bo  now  adjourned." 
— {3Ir.  Henri/  Sumuehon.) 

TnE  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
3oim  Holker)  expressed  his  surprise  at 
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the  speech  of  the  hoo.  Member  fur 
Frome  (Mr.  H.  8amaelson\  because  be 
certainly  understood  him  the  other  day 
to  speak  in  favour  of  theproposition  of 
the  Government.  [Mr.  H.  Sahtzuox 
said,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentlenun 
was  mistaken.]  His  areumenta,  at  til 
events,  seemea  susceptible  of  that  con- 
struction. Now,  what  was  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Government?  It  was  de- 
clared by  the  Bepresentation  of  the 
People  Act  that  it  was  illegal  to  pay  fur 
the  conveyance  of  voters  to  the  poll  in 
boroughs,  except  in  certain  boronglu. 
But,  aJthough  the  offence  was  declared, 
there  did  not  seem  to  be  any  specific 
penalty  attached  to  it;  and  as  it  was 
undesirable  that  a  law  should  be  made 
only  to  be  broken,  it  was  dear  that  some 
change  should  be  made,  either  in  the 
direction  of  making  the  payment  by  a 
candidate  or  his  agent  for  a  cab  a  cor« 
rupt  practice,  or  by  repealing  the  pro- 
vision altogether.  Now,  to  render  a 
candidate  liable  to  be  unseated  for  so 
innocent  an  act  as  the  payment  for  a  cab 
seemed  to  him  a  monstrous  thing,  while 
the  legalizing  of  such  an  act,  on  the  con- 
trary, could  do  nobody  any  harm.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr.  Ander- 
son) would  be  under  no  obligation  to 
hire  a  cab  if  he  did  not  choose  to  do  so. 
It  was  true  that  polling  booths  were 

E laced  at  short  distances ;  but  it  might 
appen  that  a  workman  at  his  dinner 
hour — the  only  time,  perhaps,  at  which 
he  could  vote — would  find  himself  tm* 
able  to  go  to  his  own  polling  booth  ex- 
cept in  a  conveyance,  and  if  Uie  emploT- 
ment  of  cabs  was  rendered  absolutely 
impossible  that  voter  would  practically 
be  disfranchised.  By  an  error  in  draft- 
ing, the  Bill  applied  only  to  England ; 
but  in  Committee  he  would  propose  a 
clause    extending   it    to   Scotland  and 

Ireland.  

Mr.  JAMES  STEWABT  said,  that 
few  Members  of  the  House  but  would 
agree  that  the  expenses  connected  with 
elections  were  one  of  the  crying  evils  of 
tho  day.  Ho  was  quite  certain  that  in 
Scotland  the  Amendment  would  be  ap- 
proved unanimously.  Much  more  in  the 
direction  of  doing  away  with  conveyances 
not  only  in  boroughs,  but  in  counties, 
would  be  desirable.  If  that  were  done, 
thoy  would  got  rid  of  the  faggot-voting 
to  a  great  extent,  if  not  entirely.  The 
Bill  was  a  thoroughly  retrograde  one, 
and  might,  he  thought,  be  ckaxucterized 
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I  one  to  legalize  bribery.  It  would  be 
)ndeinzied,  at  all  events,  in  Scotland, 
y  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the  people. 
here  was  not  a  question  that,  if  they 
lopted  the  provisions  proposed  by  the 
DD.  and  learned  Gentleman,  they  would 
Lculcate  bribery  in  all  these  boroughs, 
id  would  put  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
mstituencies  being  open  to  any  except 
le  plutocracy  of  the  land. 
Mb.  COUETNEY  said,  that  the  hon. 
id  learned  Member,  in  introducing  the 
01,  had  said  that  the  present  law  was 
Loperative  because  no  penalty  was  at- 
icned.  Why,  then,  did  he  not  attach  a 
malty?  He  thought  the  Government 
ight  to  have  provided  a  simple  and 
leedy  remedy  for  the  evil.  As  matters 
cod  at  present,  that  House  was  in  one 
ispect  the  direct  opposite  of  the  King- 
ym  of  Heaven,  which  was  especially 
Mn  to  the  poor.  To  every  one  who 
id  thought  on  the  subject  it  must  have 
»urred  that  that  House  was  practically 
osed  to  all  but  the  rich.  If  they  made 
le  use  of  vehicles  by  candidates  legal, 

became  absolutely  necessary  for  all 
ho  would  obtain  a  seat  in  that  House 
»  haTe  cabs  and  carriages  at  command. 
[e  thouffht  it  was  wrong  to  attach  such 
rerwhehning  influence  to  the  possession 
f  money.  By  this  alteration  in  the  law, 
[embers  would  do  openly  and  lavishly 
lat  which  they  now  did  only  to  a  re- 
ricted  extent.  The  expenses  of  Mem- 
srs  was  already  quite  largo  enough, 
id  the  proposed  change  would  make  a 
drge  addition  to  them  inevitable.  He 
lought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Govem- 
lent  to  bring  about  purity,  simplicity, 
ad  directness  into  elections,  and  that 
le  alteration  which  they  proposed  was 
I  the  wrong  direction  ;  and  no  hoped 
lat  his  hon.  Friends  on  that  side  of 
le  House  would  oppose  the  Bill. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  tbat 
e  should  offer  a  strenuous  opposition  to 
le  Bill.  While  the  property  qualifica- 
on  had  been  lowered  by  the  introduc- 
on  of  household  suffrage,  it  was  espcci- 
lly  inadvisable  to  appeal  to  the  voters 
y  offering  them  the  unusual  luxur}-  of 
mToyance  to  the  polling-booth  in  the 
ired  yehiclcs  of  candidates  as  an  in- 
ncement  to  vote.  While,  however, 
ley  had  lowered  the  property  qualificn- 
ion  of  the  voters,  they  had  raised  the 
roperty  qualification  in  Members  by 
laaing  it  only  possible  for  rich  men  to 
it  in  that  House,     lie  had  hoped  the 
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sense  of  the  House  and  of  the  country 
was  against  such  a  proposal,  and  that 
they  should  rather  have  had  measures 
to  diminish  the  extent  to  which  a  seat 
in  that  House  was  the  rich  man's  privi- 
lege and  perquisite.  It  had  pained  him 
to  see  that  the  Gt)vemment,  in  the  last 
few  days  of  an  expiring  Parliament, 
had  thought  fit  to  bring  in  a  Bill  which 
would  largely  add  to  the  expenses  -of 
election.  It  was  a  Bill  which,  as  had 
been  said,  was  not  only  permissive,  but 
obligatory,  and  it  would  be  more  and 
more  necessary  and  incumbent  on  Mem- 
bers to  pay  the  expense  of  conveyances 
to  bring  voters  to  the  poll.  He  would 
in  every  way  he  could  oppose  the  Bill. 

Sib  JAMES  M'GAREL-HOGG 
thought  that  the  prohibition  of  the  use 
of  carriages  would  necessitate  a  very 
great  increase  in  the  number  of  polling- 
places.  Besides,  all  hon.  Members  wno 
wished  to  give  every  voter  an  oppor- 
tunity of  polling  would  desire  to  facilitate 
the  conveyance  of  the  old  and  infirm. 

Sir  henry  JAMES  said,  the  object 
of  the  Legislature  should  be  to  render 
access  to  the  House  easier  and  less  ex- 
pensive than  it  was  at  present,  and  there 
was  no  doubt  that  the  conveyance  of 
voters  added  very  materially  to  the  ex- 
pense of  an  election.  On  one  point  he 
concurred  with  the  hon.  and  learned  At- 
torney General — the  law  that  was  syste- 
matically broken  was  a  bad  one  to  main- 
tain, and  gave  a  great  advantage  to  the 
wrong-doer.  A  man  who  merely  wished 
to  do  right  would,  in  such  a  case,  be  ine- 
vitably worsted  by  one  who  desired  only 
to  serve  himself.  The  existing  law  was 
most  unsatisfactory,  and  he  should  prefer 
cither  to  legalize  the  custom  or  to  pro- 
hibit it  altogether  by  means  of  a  real 
Eenalty.  The  former  alternative  would 
e  much  to  the  disadvantage  of  poor 
candidates,  and  the  latter  was  difficmt  of 
adoption,  seeing  that  the  conveyance  of 
voters,  though  illegal,  was  not  intrinsi- 
cally immoral.  The  offence,  which,  by 
the  way,  was  no  ofTouce  at  all  in  counties, 
would  not  be  adequately  punished  by  a 
fine ;  and  ho  presumed  that  the  House 
would  not  wish  it  to  bo  visited  by  im- 
prisonment. It  would  be  necessary, 
therefore,  either  to  adopt  the  proposal 
of  the  Government,  or  to  make  the  em- 
ployment of  vehicles  a  corrupt  practice. 
In  his  opinion,  the  latter  course  was 
preferable,  for,  after  all,  the  conveyance 
of  voters  partook  of  the  nature  of  nu 
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act  of  bribery.  The  House  ought  to  be 
in  earnest,  and  to  deal  with  the  question 
in  a  drastic  manner.  He  would,  how- 
ever, suggest  that  the  Bill  should  be 
read  a  second  time,  and  they  could  deal 
with  the  matter  in  Committee. 

Mr.  MOEGAN  LLOYD  said,  as  he 
had  appealed  to  the  Attorney  General  to 
give  two  or  three  days  for  consideration, 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
made  no  answer  to  his  appeal,  there  was 
no  alternative  but  to  oppose  the  second 
reading.  He  had  an  Amendment  to 
propose  which  would  raise  the  whole 
question ;  and  if  full  opportunity  were 
not  given  to  discuss  it,  the  Bill  ought  to 
be  opposed  at  every  stage.  At  the  close 
of  the  Session  the  Government  had 
brought  in  a  Bill  which  was  not  called 
for  except  for  the  purpose  of  repealing 
the  clause  now  in  question.  There  would 
be  time  enough  to  deal  with  the  question 
in  the  new  Parliament.  The  Government 
could  have  no  object  in  bringing  in  the 
Bill  except  to  steal  a  march  on  Members 
who  wore  absent. 

Mb.  mark  STEWART  said,  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  had  just 
spoken  appeared  to  ignore  tlie  general 
feeling  of  the  country  that  a  Bill  should 
be  brought  in  on  this  question.  There 
was  a  universal  wish  expressed  last  Ses- 
sion that  a  Bill  should  be  brought  in  and 
become  law,  and  the  Government  were 
now  acceding  to  that  request,  although 
they  had  little  time.  He  was  one  of  the 
Select  Committee  that  considered  this 
question,  and  ho  had  brought  in  a  pro- 

Eosal  of  this  kind.  The  division  against 
im  was  only  lost  by  1  vote.  He  had, 
therefore,  some  right  to  speak  on  this 
question.  It  struck  him,  as  it  had  struck 
many  hon.  Members  of  that  Committee, 
that  this  was  a  common-sense  and  prac- 
tical view  to  take.  There  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  hiring  of  vehicles  was  ao 
general  in  borough  constituencies  that  it 
was  not  reckoned  an  offence  against  the 
law.  Very  often  there  was  an  under- 
stood agreement  entered  into  between 
the  agents  of  the  different  parties.  As 
to  what  had  fallen  from  hon.  Members 
opposite  about  the  difficulties  which  poor 
men  would  have  in  this  matter  com- 
pared with  rich  men,  the  House  knew 
that  if  a  poor  man  could  not  afford  it, 
ho  had  plenty  of  backers  ready  to  pay 
for  conveyances.  Though  a  candidate 
might  not  actually  put  his  hand  in  his 
pocket,  it  was  known  that  both  voters 
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and  conveyances  were  often  brought 
from  a  g^at  distance,  and  at  g^reat  ex- 
pense, to  be  used  at  an  election.  The 
country  was  not  goyemcd  by  logic,  but 
by  Parliament ;  but  if  Parliament  laid 
down  a  rule  that  they  should  have  a 
penalty  and  not  free  trade  in  thU 
matter,  the  country  would  not  be  with 
it.  They  could  not  legislate  against  the 
feeling  of  the  country.  He  was  against 
increasing  the  expenses  of  elections  in 
any  way ;  but,  when  the  law  was  oniver- 
saUy  broken,  the  Government  had  taken 
the  only  practical  course.  They  did  not 
wish  to  increase  the  expense  of  elections, 
but  to  satisfy  the  pubhc  by  laying  dovn 
a  general  rule  and  principle.  To  eaj 
that  they  might  bring  county  yoters  to 
the  poll  in  the  country,  but  must  not 
convey  the  same  voters  who  resided 
seven  miles  from  a  borough  into  it,  when 
they  had  a  riffht  to  vote  there,  was  pre- 
posterous ana  unfair.  He  hoped  the 
Government  would  press  the  BilL 

Mb.  HIBBEBT  said,  ho  did  not  think 
the  Government  had  acted  rightly  in 
bringpg  forward  this  proposal  at  so  late 
a  period.  The  Bill  of  last  Session  hid 
not  this  clause,  and  therefore  the  Hoase 
would  be  justified  in  opposing  a  measure 
with  such  a  clause  brought  in  at  the 
fag-end  of  the  Session.  He  knew  that 
in  many  borouffhs  the  law  was  kept,  and 
on  that  ground  alone  they  ought  to  be 
very  slow  in  altering  a  state  of  things 
which  had  been  12  years  in  existence. 
While  admitting  that  the  existing  lav 
was  broken  in  many  places,  he  thought 
it  unfair  to  propose  a  change  at  such  a 
period  of  the  Session  and  on  such  short 
notice.  The  new  law  would  not  be 
known  in  many  places  by  the  time  the 
approaching  Election  was  held.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  the  matter  had 
better  be  left  to  the  new  Parliament. 
Moreover,  the  indiscriminate  employ- 
ment of  cabs  throughout  the  oountrf 
would,  in  his  opinioUi  be  an  objection- 
able feature  of  our  elections,  and  t 
source  of  great  and  unnecessary  ezpenie 
to  candidates.  For  those  reasons,  he 
opposed  the  Bill. 

Mb.  G'DGNNELL  said,  he  should 
give  a  very  strong  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed change  of  the  law.  He  thought 
they  should  do  nothing  but  pass  a  Con- 
tinuance Bill.  He  did  not  wish  to  in- 
terfere with  the  general  harmony  at  the 
close  of  the  Session ;  but  if  the  Goven- 
ment  persisted  with  the   measure^  hs 
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feel  bound — ^he  did  not  mean  to 
1  obetruotion,  because  now-a-days 
d  to  be  particular — to  give  the 
refeired  to  all  the  oppoeition  in 
er.  The  measure,  if  applied  to 
,  would  handicap  impecunious 
.tee  who  might  not,  like  himself 
he  contestea  Galwaj,  enjoy  the 
Lge  of  haying  his  Yoters  conveyed 
oil  in  the  oars  of  the  rival  candi- 

FINIOAN  said,  he  would  follow 
botsteps  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Tan  (Mr.  O'Donnell),  and  oppose 
1,  which  would  give  wealth  an 
advantage  in  electoral  interests. 
stinff  law  was  bad,  but  the  altera- 
nld  be  worse. 

STEVENSON  said,  that  the  notion 
r  too  much  encouraged  already 
\  vote  was  a  favour  conferred  upon 
itee ;  and  everything  that  limited 
dee  of  the  election  to  wealthy 
ites  was  a  violation  of  the  repre- 
re  principle.  The  exception  of 
I  firom  the  operation  of  the  clause 
m  treated  as  the  principle  of  the 
)aty  at  present,  conveyance  of 
at  the  candidate's  expense  was 
in  borouffhs,  and  he  would  main- 
I  principle,  although  he  could  not 
applied  outside  boroughs.  As  to 
ha,  the  main  difficulty  was  the 
time  given  for  polling,  and  it  was 
kt  men  could  not  be  got  to  go  to  the 
1  record  their  votes  within  those 

Well,  the  true  remedy  for  that 
aztension  of  the  hours  of  polling. 
had  been  mentioned  by  an  hon. 
r  of  a  voter  living  a  great  many 
rom  where  the  election  was  taking 
laking  if  the  candidate  was  pre- 
o  pay  his  expenses  of  coming  to 
ongh  election ;  and  he  wanted  to 
irhether  that  was  to  be  allowed 
Ilia  Bill  with  regard  to  boroughs 
ten  rending  at  some  distance 
^eplaoe  where  they  were  rems- 

They  had  better  leave  the  law 
la,  because  it  asserted  a  principle 
jhonld  not  be  altered  at  the  pre- 
oe ;  and  he  would,  therefore,  op- 
le  second  reading,  believing  that 
L  was  utterly  unnecessary. 

A.  OATHORNE-HARDY 
.  out  that  the  extension  of  the 
f  polling  would  not  be  sufficient 
,  for  at  the  recent  election  for 
mrk,  where  the  hours  of  polling 
cteoded,  nearly  all  the  cabs   in 
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the  borough  were,  according  to  a  news- 
paper ^statement,  engaged  to  convey 
electors  to  vote  for  the  Liberal  candi- 
date. It  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  bad 
thing  to  keep  on  the  Statute  Book  a 
law  which  was  systematically  evaded. 
The  whole  subject  might  be  ftdly  con- 
sidered in  the  next  Parliament ;  but 
it  would  be  impossible  in  the  last  days 
of  the  present  one  to  alter  the  law 
in  the  way  proposed  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Taunton  (Sir  Henry 
James).  It  had  been  said  that  it  was 
better  the  old  law  should  be  kept  as 
it  was  for  the  present,  as,  although 
there  was  no  penalty  imposed,  vet  con- 
scientious persons  ooserved  the  law  as  it 
stood,  and  that  that  was  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent a  preventative  of  expense  at  elec- 
tions. But  it  was  most  unfair  that 
conscientious  persons  should  alone  be 
put  to  a  disadvantage  in  an  election  con- 
test, and  for  that  reason  he  cordially  sup- 
ported the  proposal  of  the  Government. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided:  - 
Noes  120  :  Majority  78. 
No.  40.) 

Mb.  O'DONNELL,  referring  to  a 
statement  he  had  made  that  he  would 
oppose  this  Bill  at  every  stage,  said,  he 
found  a  sufficiently  resolute  declaration 
had  been  made  previously  in  the  debate, 
and  as  the  views  of  the  Scotch  Members  on 
this  Bill  were  in  accord  with  his  own,  he 
would  be  very  happy  to  follow  their  lead. 

Question  put,  ''  That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

The  House  divided:  —  Ayes  116; 
Noes  48 :  Majority  68.  —  (Div.  list. 
No.  41.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  eommitted 
for  To-morrow  at  Two  of  the  clock. 

REUEF   OF  IDI8TRESS   (IRELAND) 

BILL. 

CONSIDERATION    OF    LOUDS'    AMENDMENTS. 

Lords  Amendments  considered, 

Mr.  W.  E.  FOHSTEB  said,  as  he 
felt  it  was  most  important  that  this  Bill 
should  pass,  he  should  be  very  sorry  to 
intervene  in  the  discussion  for  any  time, 
and  so  delay  the  passing  of  this  measure. 
Ho  assured  the  House  that  ho  should 
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not  have  made  any  remark  if  he  had  not 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do  so ;  but  he  con- 
fessed that  since  the  Bill  had  been  in- 
troduced he  had  had  reason  to  fear  that 
the  distress  and  danger  of  famine  in 
Ireland  was  greater  than  had  been  sup- 
posed. The  House  would  probably  re- 
collect that  when  the  Bill  was  brought 
in,  he  had  stated  that  he  thought 
that  the  Government  had  done  all  that 
was  necessary  and  could  be  expected  to 
be  done  to  ward  off  the  famine,  and  he 
did  not  wish  at  that  moment  to  retract 
that  statement,  nor  did  he,  in  any  of  the 
remarks  which  he  was  about  to  make, 
wish  to  blame  the  Government ;  he  only 
desired  to  point  out  to  the  House  that 
the  danger  of  great  and  terrible  distress 
in  Ireland,  particularly  in  the  West  of 
Ireland,  and  the  prospect  of  real  famine 
next  vear  was  greater  than  he  had  sup- 
posea,  and  as  he  thought  hon.  Members 
generally  had  supposed,  when  the  Bill 
was  brought  in.  If  the  House  would 
allow  him,  he  would  give  his  reasons  for 
that  view.  He  was  speaking  upon  the 
information  only  whicn  he  had  received 
from  one  or  two  persons,  but  who  were 
deserving  of  credit.  He  happened  to 
have  had  something  to  do  with  the  Famine 
of  1846-7,  and  a  friend  of  his,  who  had 
been  very  efficient  in  relieving  distress 
at  that  time,  had  gone  over  to  Donegal. 
He  had  not  gone  over  there  with  any 
prepossession  at  all ;  but,  certainlv,  the 
letters  received  from  him  spoke  of 
most  tremendous  and  alarming  distress. 
"VVliat  he  heard  was,  that  in  the  county 
of  Donegal — and  the  matter  was  all  the 
worse,  because  it  applied  to  only  about 
one  half  the  county — there  were  more 
than  70,000  people  now  saved  from  star- 
vation by  the  relief  which  they  obtained 
from  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough's  and 
the  Lord  Mayor's  Funds.  That  distress 
must  press  most  heavily,  unless  there 
were  ample  provision  made  for  its  fur- 
ther relief,  and  it  must  also  continue 
until  the  following  September  and  Octo- 
ber. His  friend  feared  that  throughout 
the  West  of  Ireland  the  distress  was  as 
bad  as  in  Donegal.  On  that  point,  how- 
over,  he  hoped  he  would  find  himself 
mistaken,  and  that  Donegal  was,  owing 
to  peculiar  circumstances,  worse  than 
other  districts.  There  existed,  however, 
great  distress  in  other  parts — namely, 
in  the  islands  off  the  West  Coast,  which 
were  in  a  terrible  state,  as  also  some 
districts  in  Kerry  and  Galway,  and  alto- 
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gather,  he  felt  they  were  in  face  of  a 
much  greater  dang^  than  they  had  ex- 
pected. He  hoped  the  Government 
would  not  think  he  made  these  observa- 
tions in  a  hostile  spirit ;  he  would  be 
sorry  to  say  anything  which  might  hate 
the  effect  of  checking  the  charitable 
funds ;  he  was  glad  that  there  had  been 
subscriptions  in  England,  and  by  the 
English-speaking  races  in  the  Colonies 
and  in  America,  But  no  Government 
could  rely  upon  charity  alone  to  keep  the 
people  alive ;  it  was  not  exactly  the  busi- 
ness of  charity  to  do  that ;  it  was  the 
business  of  the  State,  either  through 
local  funds  or  from  Imperial  funds,  to 
keep  the  people  from  positive  famine. 
He  wanted  to  impress  upon  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  had  to  contemplate  a 
dangerous  state  of  thing^.  Supposing 
that  the  funds  from  charitable  source* 
should  fall  off,  if  the  Govemment  were 
not  ready  at  once  to  afford  help  from  the 
Unions,  there  might  arise  a  most  terrible 
calamity.  He  pointed  out  that  in  his 
view  there  coula  be  no  danger  so  great 
as  real  famine  and  actual  death  from  star- 
vation, which  had  occurred  in  many  cases 
in  Ireland.  It  was,  however,  possible 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  might 
be  more  aware  of  the  danger  than  tbev 
were  supposed  to  be;  but  he  woda, 
nevertheless,  suffgest  that  there  ought 
to  be  sent  down  uom  Dublin  one  or  two 
of  the  ablest  men  that  could  be  found, 
to  discover  what  the  Guardians  in  the 
districts  to  which  he  had  referred  were 
doing,  and  what  was  actually  being  done 
to  reduce  the  distress  there  existing ;  to 
try  to  g^t  as  much  more  done  aspossi- 
ble ;  and  if  it  were  f  oimd  that  the  Unioni 
had  not  the  power  to  deal  with  the  dis- 
tress, then,  bethought,  it  was  their  duty 
to  step  forward,  and  that  the  famine 
must  be  met  by  the  Central  Government. 
He  had  been  told  that  in  those  Unioiu 
where  there  was  the  g^reatest  distress, 
the  rates  were  no  higher  than  they  had 
been  last  year,  and  tnat  in  one  particu- 
lar Union  they  amounted  to  Is.  M.  in 
the  pound  last  year,  and  stood  at  that 
amount  now.  There  were  no  more  peo> 
pie  in  the  workhouse,  and  thet«  were 
very  few  more  than  last  year  in  receipt 
of  out-door  relief;  but,  until  the  present 
Bill  was  passed,  he  was  aware  there  was 
no  power  to  force  the  Unions  to  surt.  It 
was  with  some  reluctance  that  he  had 
made  this  statement,  because  he  felt  that 
at  that  particular  moment  itmight  be  sop- 
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posed  to  be  made  from  Party  motives. 
i)ut  he  knew  too  much  of  Irish  famine 
to  regard  it  for  one  moment  in  the  light 
of  a  Party  question.  His  object  was  to 
help  the  Gk)yemment  in  a  matter  which 
he  oould  not  but  consider  to  be  one  of 
great  danger. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENEY  said,  as 
that  was  the  last  opportunity  which  he 
ahould  have  of  seconding  what  had  been 
aaid  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  just  spoken,  he  bogged,  in  the  most 
■olemn  manner,  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  given  no  evidence  that  they 
were  alive  to  the  magnitude  of  the  dis- 
aster which  was  at  that  moment  hanging 
OTer  Ireland.  He  had,  two  days  ago,  re- 
oeiTod  a  letter  from  a  parish  priest  in  his 
own  district,  which  naturally  might  be 
supposed  to  be  not  the  most  distressed 
district  in  the  country,  stating  that  there 
were  600  families  applying  for  relief, 
and  that  he  had  nothing  to  give  them. 
What  was  it,  he  asked,  in  the  way  of 
relief  to  a  starving  population  of  that 
kind  to  receive  amounts  of  £50,  £150, 
and  £200  from  the  charitable  funds  of 
the  two  associations  which  had  been 
formed  in  Ireland  ?  One  of  those  asso- 
ciations, the  charity  inaugurated  by  the 
Doohess  of  Marlborough,  had  spent 
£30,000  of  the  funds  sent  from  this 
country  in  providing  seed  potatoes.  He 
maintained  that  such  was  not  the  object 
for  which  those  funds  had  been  sub- 
scribed. They  had  been  given  to  keep 
the  people  alive — to  prevent  tlieir  perish- 
ing from  hunger.  The  purchase  of  seed 
potatoes  was  a  worthy,  desirable,  and 
necessary  thing ;  but  the  administrators 
of  the  fund  wore  replying  now,  when 
they  were  asked  to  give  food,  that  they 
had  spent  their  money  in  seed  potatoes. 
The  outlay  of  £30,000  out  of  £80,000 
was,  in  his  opinion,  an  enormous  dispro- 
portion, looking  at  what  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  present  and  what 
would  be  necessary  for  the  future.  There 
were  two  districts  in  Connemara,  in 
which  the  people  had  literally  nothing 
to  eat,  and  nothing  wherewith  to  clothe 
themselves,  and  the  consequence  of  this 
mode  of  distributing  the  charity  had 
been  that  the  people,  who  were  generally 
Tery  saving  of  their  seed  potatoes  and 
seeds  of  all  kinds,  had  been  led  to  con- 
sume the  whole  of  their  stock.  Again, 
that  distribution  of  charity  which  rc- 
anired  nothing  to  be  done  in  return  was 
dsmondidng  to  the  whole  of  the  district. 


and  aggravated,  to  an  enormous  extent, 
the  dangers  of  the  situation.  It  was 
useless  to  protest  against  the  action  of 
the  Government.  They  were  not  alive 
to  what  was  passing  in  Ireland ;  and  if 
he  were  to  say  that  they  were  indifferent 
to  the  situation,  and  left  it  to  the  mere 
chance  of  what  might  turn  up,  he 
thought  he  should  be  doing  no  more 
than  correctly  describing  the  position. 
There  was  another  point  in  connection 
with  those  seed  potatoes  to  which  ho 
woidd  refer.  The  kind  which  was  gene- 
rally grown  in  Ireland,  and  which  formed 
a  great  portion  of  the  food  of  the  people, 
ripened  in  the  month  of  August ;  out 
the  particular  kind  which  had  been 
chosen  for  distribution  was  the  so-called 
'*  Champion  "  potato,  which  was  late  in 
ripening,  and  that  fact  could  not  but 
prolong  the  distress  for  another  month 
at  least.  Again,  the  suggestion  which 
he  had  made,  that  some  manure  should 
also  be  given,  had,  on  several  occasions, 
been  scoffed  at  by  the  Government.  But 
the  point  had  been  subsequently  raised 
and  insisted  upon  most  particularly  by 
the  Agricultural  Society  of  Ireland ;  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
SocTetary  for  Ireland  must  be  very 
well  aware  of  the  necessity  of  sup- 
plying manure.  "What  was  the  use,  ho 
asked,  of  going  to  the  expense  of  pur- 
chasing potatoes  of  a  high  class,  the  cost 
of  which  had  been  run  up  immensely  by 
the  demand  made  for  thorn,  and  then 
giving  the  people  nothing  wherewith  to 
fertilizo  the  land  on  which  they  would 
be  sown  ?  IIow  could  a  crop  bo  ex- 
pected next  year  to  bo  yielded  by  an 
exhausted  soil  ?  All  he  had  proi>osed 
was,  that,  seeing  the  Government  had 
allowed  £5  to  be  expended  in  providiug 
seeds  sufficient  for  particular  cases,  tho 
Boards  of  Guardians  who  administered 
that  fund  should  bo  allowed  to  use  a  few 
shillings  of  the  £5  in  providing  manure. 
That  suggestion,  which,  ho  believed, 
would  have  appealed  to  tho  common 
sense  of  anybody  who  knew  anything 
about  agriculture,  had  been  simply  pooh- 
poohed  and  scoffed  at  by  tho  Govern- 
ment ;  but  it  would  riso  against  them 
like  a  spectre,  which  they  would  have 
difficulty  in  allaying.  lie  well  know 
what  impended  over  Ireland.  It  was 
not  merely  present  famine,  but  pesti- 
lence, which  would  afterwards  sweep  off 
g^eat  numbers  of  the  population,  grow- 
ing weaker  and  weaker  from   having 
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nothing  to  eat,  except  that  provided  in 
scanty  quantities  by  the  means  supplied 
from  charitable  organizations.  He  cared 
not  whether  the  Government  of  the  coun- 
try were  despotic,  or  whether  it  were 
called  Liberal  or  Conservative  ;  its  duty 
was  to  keep  alive  the  subj  ects  of  the  Queen . 
[_Laughier.']  He  regretted  to  see  smiles  on 
the  countenances  of  some  hon.  Members 
who  were  ever  ready  to  laugh  when  the 
question  was  raised  of  the  destruction 
of  the  Irish  people  by  famine.  [**  No, 
no!"]  He  repeated  that  many  of  the 
observations  which  he  had  made  on 
former  occasions,  and  on  that  evening, 
upon  the  subject  of  Irish  distress,  had 
been  met  with  nothing  else  but  smiles 
and  scoffs  from  hon.  Members  opposite. 
In  conclusion,  he  entered  his  protest 
against  the  manner  in  which  the  subject 
of  distress  in  Ireland  had  been  dealt 
with,-  and  declared  that  that  Parliament 
would  hereafter  be  included  in  the  list 
of  those  which  had  never  risen,  or  cared 
to  rise,  to  the  danger  hanging  over  a 
portion  of  Her  Majesty's  Kingdom. 

Major  NOLAN  said,  that  the  matter 
which  had  been  pressed  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Q-ovemment  that  evening  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bradford  was  one  of  the  greatest 
consequence  to  Ireland.  The  whole 
matter  would  probably  slip  out  of  the 
minds  of  some  hon.  Members  to  a  great 
extent  in  a  few  days,  and  it  was,  there- 
fore, of  the  gpreatest  importance  that, 
just  before  Parliament  broke  up,  a  Gen- 
tleman of  the  position  and  experience  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Bradford 
should  have  drawn  attention  to  the  dis- 
tress existing  in  a  portion  of  the  coun- 
try. Now,  the  Bill  before  the  Com- 
mittee was  very  peculiar  in  this  way. 
It  had  actually  come  into  operation, 
and  they  were,  to  some  extent,  able  to 
judge  of  its  effects  before  it  bad  been 
passed  by  Parliament.  The  Bill  pro- 
vided three  ways  of  meeting  the  dis- 
tress— one  was  that  of  out-door  relief; 
but  he  pointed  out  that  in  that  respect 
the  Bill  was  really  doing  nothing,  be- 
cause, as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
shown,  there  had  been  no  increase  in 
the  amount  of  out-door  relief  afforded 
last  year.  The  second  point  in  the  Bill 
was  that  money  should  be  lent  to  the 
baronial  sessions  to  carry  on  works  for 
the  employment  of  the  people.  But  he 
had  received  several  letters  to  say  that 
the  baronial  setsioiLS  had  proved,  in  a 
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great  many  cases,  to  be  a  complete 
failure.  Very  little  work  was  passeil  hj 
them,  and  that  which  had  been  pa<(iM"i 
had  been  described  by  one  Cfirre- 
spondent  as  ''but  a  drop  in  a  lake.'' 
That  portion  of  the  Government  schem; 
was,  therefore,  at  that  moment,  aim  a 
failure.  The  third  means  for  meeting 
the  distress  which  the  Bill  provided  ira» 
the  lending  of  money  to  landlords.  With 
regard  to  that,  he  believed  in  some  dis- 
tricts a  certain  amount  of  good  was  bein^ 
done;  but  it  was  nouing  like  the 
amount  necessary  to  relieve  the  distress 
existing  in  the  districts  where  the  prin- 
ciple was  being  applied  ;  while  in  other 
districts,  nothing  at  all  was  being  done 
in  that  way.  The  Prime  Minister  had. 
in  his  Address  to  the  country,  taken  hii 
stand,  in  a  g^reat  measure,  upon  the  Bill, 
and  he,  therefore,  thought  the  Govern- 
ment were  bound  to  see  that  some  good 
came  from  the  measure.  It  had  been 
shown  that  the  provisions  of  the  Ac! 
which  were  really  in  operation  had  done 
very  little  good  up  to  the  present,  and 
were  likely  to  do  little  good  in  the  fature. 
He  thought  it  would  do  good  to  Ireland 
if  the  Government  would  undertake  suck 
largo  works  as  railwaya,  with  a  guaran- 
tee of  3  per  cent.  That,  he  believed. 
would  provide  a  large  amount  of  labour, 
as  had  been  the  ease  in  his  own  conntr. 
On  the  whole,  he  believed  that,  under 
the  Bill,  very  little  would  be  done 
to  save  the  Insh  people.  He  acknow- 
ledged that  a  great  deal  had  been 
effected  by  private  charity,  and  felt  that 
everyone  coming  from  the  West  of  Ire- 
land must  be  gprateful  to  the  people  of 
England,  America,  and  Austraha  for 
their  contributions  in  aid  of  the  people; 
but  seeing  that  the  Government  had 
made  a  point  of  the  Bill  in  their  elec- 
tioneering Addresses,  they  were  bound 
to  admit  that  the  good  which  had  been 
done  was  not  enonga. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  said,  that 
the  Government  had,  in  the  course  which 
thoy  were  pursuing,  put  relief  from 
public  works  out  of  the  question.  Had 
they  properly  organized  a  ayatem  of 
public  works  they  would  have  done 
their  duty  and  saved  the  people;  but 
he  feared  they  must  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  works  had  been  veiy 
badly  organized,  and  could  not,  in  con- 
sequence, be  expected  to  relieve  the  dis- 
tress. He  urgeil  upon  the  Gtovemment 
that  they  must  oome  to  estnunrdinaiy 
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Dut-door  relief  as  the  almost  only  mea- 
rare  which  could  deal  with  the  existing 
liatreM — almost  the  only  measure  out* 
lide  relief  from  private  sources.  Out- 
loor  relief  was  the  only  chance,  and  a 
rery  heavy  burden  it  would  prove  to  be, 
jiasmuoh  at  it  would  reduce  the  people 
»  want  long  after  the  distress  had 
Mssed  away.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
luui  the  Member  for  Bradford  had 
natly  said  that  the  GK>vernment  ought 
»  see  that  the  local  authorities  did  thoir 
luty,  and  that  that  matter  rested  entirely 
ipon  the  Gk)vemment.  What  was  the 
idieme  supposed  to  be  in  operation  with 
rogard  to  out-door  relief  ?  The  Govern- 
nent  had  authorized  the  Boards  of 
3-iiardians  to  give  out-door  relief.  They 
lad  also  given  power  to  the  Board  of 
i^orks  to  lend  to  them  money  for  that 
purpose,  re-payable  in  10  years,  at  3 
>er  cent  interest.  But  if  they  attempted 
n  any  district  where  want  really  existed 
x>  compel  the  local  authorites  to  expend 
jufge  sums  of  money  immediately,  who 
vas  to  be  responsible  for  the  money  ? 
[Jiidoubtedly,  they  would  bring  about 
poverty  where  it  was  not  now  felt,  and 
perpetuate  want  and  famine  in  the  land. 
the  Gk>vemment  plan  was  to  authorize 
the  giving  of  out- door  relief,  and  to  order 
i,  and  then  to  hold  out  some  hope  to 
'he  local  authorities  when  it  was  spent. 
Fhey  would  tell  them  they  had  spent  so 
nany  thousand  pounds,  and  that  thoy 
iroald  be  allowed  to  borrow  so  much 
lumej.  That  was  not  the  right  way  to 
leal  with  the  matter.  They  should  go 
x>  the  local  authorities,  honestly,  in  the 
irst  instance,  and  say — ^*  You  are  in 
irant ;  we  will  enable  you  to  borrow  in 
mch  a  way  as  will  save  the  people  and 
wve  the  ratepayers."  But  the  right 
liOD.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
(or  Ireland  had  procrastinated  in  this 
matter  as  he  always  did,  and  if  he, 
in  consequence,  drove  them  to  spare 
the  ratepayer  at  the  expense  of  the 
poor  man,  on  his  head  would  be  the 
result  of  his  policy.  He  saw  upon  the 
Front  Bench  opposite  another  right  hon. 
Sentleman  the  Secretary  for  the  Colo- 
niea,  who  had  been  over  to  Ireland,  and 
who  he  believed  that  many  regretted  did 
not  hold  the  office  of  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland.  Had  that  been  so,  it  was 
bcdieved  a  plan  of  relief  would  have 
been  organized  and  carried  out  which 
vould  not  have  robbed  the  country, 
which  would  have  been  productive,  and 
wiieh  would  xiot,  as  had  been  the  case 


with  the  baronial  sessions,  have  proved 
barren .  He  thought  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  should  take  care  of  the  ques- 
tion of  out-door  relief.  Let  him  approach 
the  local  authorities,  and  assure  them 
that  they  would  be  allowed  to  borrow 
money  on  easy  terms  and  in  such  a  way 
as  would  not  impoverish  the  ratepayers, 
and  then  the  scheme  of  out-door  relief 
woidd  be  of  some  use.  It  that  was  not 
done,  it  would  prove  as  great  a  failure 
as  the  baronial  sessions. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Limerick  (Mr. 
O'Shaughnessy),  had  brought  charges 
against  the  Government ;  but  if  he  liad 
referred  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  he 
would  have  seen  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  precluded  from  doing 
other  than  they  hod  done  by  the  terms 
of  the  Act. 

Mr.  O'SHAUGHNESSY  said,  he  had 
referred  to  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  had 
said  and  done  during  the  Becess. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHEE  said,  that  that 
was  still  more  indefinite.  He  thought 
it  would  be  more  pertinent  to  the  dis- 
cussion to  refer  to  the  4th  clause  of  the 
Act,  in  which  powers  were  given  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  borrow 
money.  It  was  obvious  that  that  Board 
woula  not  suggest  to  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  that  they  should  borrow 
money  for  purposes  which  thoy  would  bo 
able  to  carry  into  effect  \^'ithout  any  ad- 
ditional charge  on  the  rates.  Whenever 
satisfactory  reasons  had  boon  shown  by 
the  Boards  of  Guardians,  permission  had 
boon  given  to  them  to  raise  the  money  re- 
quired. If  the  hon.  and  learned  ^lember 
would  take  steps  to  find  out  what  had 
been  done,  he  would  learn  that  that  was 
so.  He  was  a  little  astonished  to  find 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Galway  (Mr. 
Mitchell  Henry),  should  have  referred 
to  the  question  of  supplying  manure. 
He  would  remind  him,  that  that  question 
had  been  carefully  considered,  wnen  the 
Bill  was  before  the  House,  and  that  it 
had  not  been  considered  advisable  to  in- 
clude that  provision  in  the  draft  of  the  Bill 
introduced  by  his  (Mr.  Mitchell  Henry's) 
hon.  and  gallant  Colleague;  nor  had 
'  it  been  subsequently  added.  The  hon. 
'  Member  for  Galway  hod  also  charged 
!  Her  Majesty's  Government  with  a  want 
,  of  care  and  sympathy.  He  would  say, 
,  in  reply  to  that  charge,  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  adopted  measures  which,  in 
I  their  opinion,  wore  adequate,  and  which 
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tbey  believod  had  proved  bo.  They  had 
availed  themselves  of  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  from  Parliament  a 
ratification  of  what  they  had  done,  and 
up  to  that  time  they  had  taken  the  whole 
of  the  responsibility.  These  measures 
had  been  referred  to  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bradford 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  in,  what  he  thought, 
an  unfair  manner.  Although  these  mea- 
sures had  received  cordial  support  from 
both  sides  during  the  discussions,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  think 
that  they  had  failed  in  their  object,  for 
he  said  it  was  proved  that  a  considerable 
number  of  persons  would  have  died  had 
it  not  been  for  the  action  of  private 
charity.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
quoted  an  authority,  which  he  readily 
admitted  was  a  valuable  one,  and  one 
that  deserved  attention.  He  was  glad 
to  say  that  he  had  indirectly  placed 
himself  in  communication  with  that 
authority,  and  he  had  been  able  to  ob- 
tain an  investigation  on  the  spot  with 
reference  to  that  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  referred.  He  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  him  say — although  he 
should  not  have  been  surprised  had  it 
come  from  a  Member  sitting  in  another 
part  of  the  House — that  the  rates  in  the 
Unions  were  low  and  the  workhouses 
empty,  in  a  tone  which  he  thought  was 
calculated  to  cast  a  reflection  on  Her 
Majesty's  Government.* 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOESTEE  said,  he  was 
quite  sure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  wish  to  misrepresent  what  he  had 
stated.  He  had  no  wish  to  cast  any  re- 
flection on  the  Government;  but  only 
stated  that  he  thought  it  an  alarming 
state  of  things,  that  70,000  people  were 
kept  alive  in  one  county  by  charitable 
funds,  at  the  same  time  that  the  rates 
were  not  increased,  and  that  if  those 
funds  were  to  cease  the  Government  and  ' 
country  would  And  themselves  face  to ' 
face  with  a  position  of  great  peril.  I 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHEE   said,    that   the 
Government  had   already  done  all  they  , 
had  power  to  do.     They  had  accorded  to  , 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  permission  to  , 
grant  out-door  relief,   according  to  the 
terms  of  the  Bill,  and  further  powers 
had   been  placed   in  the  hands  of  the 
local  authorities — those  very  authorities 
who  had  been  constantly,  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  urging  the  Gt>vemment 
to  g^ant  assistance,  and  who  were  the 
persons  to  whom  to  apply  in  cases  of 
need.    The  workhouses  were  not  full, 
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according  to  the  statement  of  tlie  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bral- 
ford;  but  he  thought  his  figures  were 
incorrect.  No  doubt,  they  were  not  full ; 
but  out-door  relief  had  been  granted  in 
very  many  instances,  so  that  distress 
was  alleviated  in  another  form.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  further  said,  tli&t 
the  Guardians  had  the  power  to  grant 
out-door  relief,  and  yet  tiiousands  were 
dependent  for  support  on  private  charit- 
able funds,  and  he  considered  that  a  re- 
proach to  Her  Majesty's  Government 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOESTER  said,  he  miL^t 
again  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  {Mr. 
Lowther)  not  to  misrepresent  what  he  had 
stated.  He  wished  particularly  that  his 
remarks  should  not  go  forth  in  the 
form  of  a  reproach  upon  the  Government. 
He  had  not  reproached  the  Government 
but  had  simply  stated  that  the  position 
appeared  a  dangerous  one. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  he  was  glad 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  attach 
any  blame  io  Her  Majosty's  Govern- 
ment. But  the  position  being  character- 
ized as  dangerous,  appeared  to  ca^t 
somewhat  of  a  slur  on  the  Government ; 
and,  further,  they  had  been  charged,  in 
the  course  of  the  debate  by  some 
speakers,  with  having  failed  in  their 
duty,  with  being  dilatory,  and  with  show- 
ing a  want  of  care  and  sympathy  with 
the  people  of  Ireland  in  the  crisis.  At  any 
rate,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
that  if  the  charitable  organizations  should 
fail  in  funds,  there  would  probably  be  a 
good  deal  of  starvation.  He  must  re- 
mind the  right  hon.  Gentleman  of  the 
fact,  that  those  who  administered  the 
charity  and  those  who  were  able  to  ob- 
tain powers  to  borrow  from  the  Govern- 
ment were,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the 
same  people.  The  local  agents  of  these 
charitable  organizations  were,  to  a  very 
considerable  extent,  the  members  of 
the  Boards  of  Guardians;  and,  there- 
fore, if  there  were  such  a  thing  as  the 
stopping  of  the  charitable  funds,  the 
members  of  the  Boards  of  Guardiana 
would  be  the  first  persons  to  be  aware 
of  the  fact.  Should  sach  a  circum- 
stance arise,  it  would  onlv  be  necessary 
for  them  to  apply  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Boara  in  order  to  obtain 
powers  of  borrowing  money  by  a  loan 
to  be  levied  on  the  rates.  If  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  were  unable  to 
avaU.  themselves  of  those  powers,  he  need 
hardly  say  that  the  powers  of  the  Loosl 
Government    Board    itself    wool!  bt 
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speedilv  ezerciBed.  He  had  dwelt  upon 
that  subject  somewhat  because  au  expla- 
nation of  the  position  was,  he  thought, 
required,  and  because  the  right  hon. 
G^entleman  the  Member  for  Bradford 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  had  urged  that  the 
GoTemment  should  keep  these  circum- 
stances well  in  view.  He  thought  that 
all  present  would  agree  that  nothing 
ahomd  be  done  by  the  Government  to 
take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  the  responsibility  which  na- 
turally devolved  on  them  in  the  present 
crisia.  The  Government  had  been  charged 
npon  Tarioas  occasions  with  centralizing 
tradencies,  and  not  recognizing  local 
aelf-govemment  in  Ireland.  He  had 
frequently  ventured  to  deny  that,  for  the 
Gh>Temment  had  made  it  one  of  their 
fint  rules  in  this  matter  that  they  would 
not  interfere  with  the  natural  responsi- 
bility of  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  so  long 
aa  thev  proved  equal  to  the  discharge  of 
tlieir  duty.  Any  other  course  he  (Mr.  J. 
Lowther)  considered  would  be  very  dan- 
gerous and  unwise. 

Mb.  GOSGHEN  said,  that  the  tone 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  was  not  one  calculated  to 
re-assure  the  House  with  regard  to  the 
aazietj  which  so  many  felt  upon  the 
matter.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
J.  Lowther)  must  have  noticed  the  frank 
tone  in  which  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
W.  £.  Forster)  had  spoken,  and  how  ho 
carefully  abstained  from  making  any 
charge  whatever  against  the  Govern- 
ment in  connection  with  the  relief.  Ho 
had  also  carefully  avoided  making  the 
matter  a  controversial  one;  but  only 
wished  to  raise  a  warning  voice,  having 
receiTed  certain  information  from  a  dis- 
tressed district.  He  had,  no  doubt, 
considered  it  his  duty  to  mention  the 
facts  he  had  stated  to  the  House,  and  to 
call  attention  to  the  matter.  Ho  desired 
to  disclaim  altogether  any  charge  upon 
the  Qoyemment.  He  thought  the  riglit 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  J.  Lowther)  had  failed  to 
apprehend  the  point  of  the  remarks  of 
his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forster).  That  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  pointed  to  the  k>wness  of  the  rates 
and  the  empty  state  of  the  workhouses, 
and  said  that,  with  the  exception  of  tho 
action  taken  by  the  Charitable  Funds 
Committees,  no  action  seemed  to  have 
been  taken  in  any  way  in  order  to  raise 
funds,  or  any  portion  of  a  fund.  The 
isctctf  destitution  was  admitted;  but  the 


Guardians  seemed  to  rely  exclusively  on 
the  charitable  funds ;  and  the  question  to 
consider  was,  whether  it  was  right  to 
rely  exclusively  on  such  funds?  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  stated  that  the  same 
persons  that  had  the  administration  of 
the  charities  were  members  of  the  Boards 
of  Guardians,  and  that,  therefore,  in  all 
districts  the  same  men  were  acting  in  a 
two-fold  capacity.  For  his  own  part, 
he  considered  that  rather  a  misfortune 
than  otherwise. 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  that  he  had 
stated,  not  that  all  the  agents  of  the 
charitable  funds  were  acting  in  a  two- 
fold capacity,  but  only  a  portion  of  them. 

Mk.  GOSCHEN  said,  that  if  the  re- 
presentatives  of  the  farmers  were  on 
these  Boards  of  Guardians,  it  would  be 
a  matter  for  regret,  for  the  fact  of  the 
funds  which  at  present  were  at  their 
disposal  coming  to  an  end  would  in  no 
way  induce  them  necessarily  to  assist  in 
their  capacities  as  members  of  the  Boards 
of  Guardians.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  said 
that  the  powers  under  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment were  compulsory,  and  that  the 
Guardians  would  be  bound  to  provide  re- 
lief in  certain  cases.  That  might  be ;  but 
he  would  beg  to  remind  them  that  time 
would  very  likely  be  lost,  for  it  was  im- 
possible that  the  relief  works  could  bo 
instituted  to  supplement  the  charitable 
funds  at  a  mementos  notice.  He  thought 
it  would  give  much  greater  satisfaction, 
considering  the  liability  that  attached 
to  tho  Government  to  relieve  in  the 
most  distressed  districts,  that  they  should 
bo  prepared  to  grant  relief  in  ad- 
dition to  that  of  the  charitable  funds, 
and  supplementary  to  it.  That  was 
what  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Forster)  had,  he  believed,  pointed  out  in 
his  argument.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  in- 
stead of  thanking  him  for  his  assistance 
in  dealing  with  the  emergency,  endea- 
voured to  make  this  discussion  a  some- 
what personal  one,  and  had  charged  his 
right  hon.  Friend  with  attaching  blame 
to  the  Government.  lie  trusted,  now 
that  Parliament  was  dispersing,  that  tho 
Government  would  deal  with  that  matter 
in  a  better  spirit  than  that  which  had 
been  shown  that  night  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land. 

TiiE  CHANCELLOR  of  tueEXCHE- 
QUER  said,  ho  had  not  had  the  advan- 
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tago  of  hearing  the  observations  of  the  [ 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forstor).  He  must 
say  that  everyone  felt  that,  interested 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been 
in  former  times,  as  well  as  at  the  pre- 
sent, in  the  question  of  the  relief  of 
Irish  distress,  and  anxious,  as  he  was, 
to  bring  forward  a  subject  of  this  nature 
in  a  spirit  well  worthy  of  his  position, 
ho  would  be  almost  the  last  to  make  a 
Party  question  of  it.  He  had,  no  doubt, 
called  attention  to  what  he  had  consi- 
dered to  be  a  matter  of  serious  import- 
ance. As  far  as  he  understood  the 
observations  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, they  were  something  to  this  effect 
— that  he  had  received  information 
which  led  him  to  conclude  that  in  cer- 
tain parts  of  Ireland  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  distress  co-existent  with  a  low 
state  of  the  rates  and  empty  workhouses, 
and  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Guardians 
did  not  appear  to  have  made  any  great 
exertions  in  those  districts,  the  people 
wore  kept  from  starvation  by  private 
charity.  And  further,  that  he  considered 
that  a  dangerous  state  of  affairs,  be- 
cause, if  the  resources  of  private  charity 
came  to  an  end,  there  was  no  security 
against  starvation  coming  upon  these 
people.  He  understood,  also,  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  tliat,  if 
the  Government  wore  not  careful,  they 
would  find  themselves  face  to  face  with 
a  serious  emergency.  Altogether,  apart 
from  any  question  of  personal  or  Party 
attacks,  ho  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer) would  wish  to  remind  them 
that  the  statement  assumed  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  responsible  for  the 
Guardians  doing  their  duty.  What,  he 
thought  ought  to  be  especially  aimed  at 
was,  that  facilities  should  be  given  to 
the  Guardians  in  order  that  they  might 
do  their  duty,  and  not  that  the  whole  of 
the  responsibility  of  administering  out- 
door relief  and  obtaining  works  should 
be  taken  out  of  their  hands.  It  would, 
he  considered,  be  tlie  greatest  misfortune 
that  could  befall  them  during  the  dis- 
tress, if  the  Government  were  to  assume 
the  whole  of  the  responsibility.  For,  in 
the  first  place,  the  Guardians  wore  now  i 
able  to  act  in  the  useful  capacity  of 
agents  for  tlie  distribution  of  the  charit- 
able funds  ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  as 
they  were  on  the  spot,  they  were  aware 
of  what  was  required  more  than  anyone 
could  be  who  was  at  a  distance.  He  would 
bog  to  remind  them  that  the  law  had  | 
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placed  upon  the  Guardians  the  duty  '-•f 
making  provision  for  any  distress  which 
might  arise,  and  they  ought  to  be  held 
responsible  for  performing  those  fono* 
tions.  In  such  circumstances  as  at  pre- 
sent, it  was  their  duty  to  do  their  utmost 
to  relievo  the  distress,  and,  owing  to  the 
pressure  of  circumstances,  the  Govern- 
ment were  willing  to  oome  forward  an<l 
assist  them.  That  was  what  had  been 
done  hitherto,  and  what  would  be  done 
in  future,  and  he  hoped  and  believed 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  in  Ik- 
land  would  keep  a  proper  watch  apon 
what  was  transpiring,  and  that  the 
Boards  of  Guanlians  would  perform 
the  duty  which  devolved  upon  them. 
He  would  not  havo  it  supposed  for 
a  moment  that  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians were  to  be  relieved  of  their  re- 
sponsibility. * 

Mb.  O'DONNELL  said,  he  was  sorrj 
to  say  that  the  speech  of  the  right  hop. 
Gentleman  the  Gnancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, like  that  of  the  riffht  hon.  G^tle- 
man  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  wv, 
by  some  unfortunate  habitude  of  the 
Treasury  Bench,  a  complete  evasion  of 
the  complaint  of  the  Irish  Members. 
The  Gt>vemment  rung  the  changes  on 
these  two  points — ^that  the  responsibilitT 
of  administering  relief  should  not  be 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Boards  of 
Guardians,  and  that  they  were  acting  in 
the  capacity  of  local  agents  for  the  pri- 
vate charitable  funds,  and  were,  there- 
fore, well  acquainted  with  the  needs  of 
the  district.     Both  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen evaded  the  question  at  issue  with 
regard  to  the  powers  of  the  Boards  of 
Guardians.     Would  the  G^emment  mx 
that  the  Guardians  were  fuUy  armed 
with  the  powers  necessary  to  obtain  the 
loans  which  might  be  required?    The 
Boards  of  Guardians  were  in  the  extre- 
mity of  uncertainty  with  regard  to  sny 
funds  they  might  require;  and  whensnj 
hon.  Gentleman  rose  in  that  House  to 
make  inquiries  respecting  them,  thef 
wore  only  met  by  long  and  inrolred  ai* 
planations.    Listening  to  the  right  faoD. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, he  was  reminded  of  a  certain  de- 
finition of  metaphysics.  **  What  is  meta- 
physics?   One  man  saying  to  anoUur 
man  what  the  other  man  doesn't  under- 
stand, and  the  first  man  doesn't  under- 
stand himself."    It  seemed  to  him,  with 
regard  to  a  large  portion  of  the  apMch 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  tSbid 
Secretary  for  Irdaad,  that  it  was  abso- 
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y  impossible  to  say  what  he  was 
ng  about.  He  had  listened  with  the 
t^  attention,  and  he  ventured  to 
ess  the  opinion  that  there  was  not  a 
ie  Irish  Member  who  was  able  to 
w  the  statements  of  the  right  hon. 
iieman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
uer,  and  he  believed  he  was  unable 
iUdw  them  himself.  Whole  state- 
^  were  brought  forward  bristling 
the  most  astounding  inaccuracies. 
iustanoe,  it  was  said  that  the  Boards 
huurdians  were  identical  with  the 
f  oommittees ;  but  anyone  who  uu- 
bood  the  subject  knew  that  the  re- 
oommittees  were  the  clergy  and 
its,  and  no  priests  were  on  the 
tis  of  Guardians.  And,  further,  it 
well  known  that  Boards  of  Guar- 
9  were  liable  to  pressure  from  the 
lords  and  the  justices  of  the  peace. 
L  the  latter  were  selfishly  interested 
reventing  any  increase  in  the  rates. 
.  Members  on  the  Government  side 
told  them  that  recourse  could  be 
to  the  baronial  presentment  sessions; 
le  contended  that  these  relief  mea- 
I  were  practically  of  no  use  what- 
,  in  consequence  of  the  discourage- 
;  given  to  them  by  the  Government. 
ourse,  they  could  be  treated  with 
Terence ;  they  could  be  treated  with 
ference  approaching  to  insolence 
k  they  had  opposite  to  them  a  Go- 
ment  with  such  a  majority,  a  Go- 
rnent,  as  the  Leader  of  the  Ilomo 
)  Party  said,  who  would  go  to  the 
try  with  a  lie  in  its  right  hand. 
Inah  Members  were  the  victims  of 
item  of  a  systematic  misrepresenta- 
and  of  a  majority  that  voted  blindly, 
r  were  told  that  it  was  absurd  to 
of  the  distress  bordering  on  starva- 
and  whole  districts  in  the  extremity 
lisery;  and  they  were  presented 
a  aeries  of  statements  of  the  kind 
had  heard  that  night.  He  never 
1  regard  this  matter  and  consider 
action  of  the  Government  without 
utmost  indignation ;  but  he  begged 
y  that  he  felt  sure  that  the  future 
id  not  be  always  like  the  present, 
that  starvation,  need,  misery,  and 
ehedness  would,  unless  he  was  much 
iken,  bring  their  own  rewards,  and 
F^ovidence  would  place  in  their 
Is  the  means  of  exacting  a  just  and 
ileie  retribution.  He  felt  bound  to 
Mt  against  the  reception  which  the 
trios  falling   from  Irish  Members 


invariably  met  with  from  the  Opposition 
Benches.  He  hoped  the  expressions  he 
had  used  would  show  the  Indignation 
which  was  felt  on  account  of  the  action 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  he 
felt  sure  that  the  hon.  Members,  his 
Irish  Colleagues,  would  bear  him  out  in 
those  expressions.  He  was  sorry  that 
the  Ministers  and  the  Supporters  of  the 
Party  of  Lord  Beaconsfiold  had  placed 
such  an  ornament  in  the  position  of 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  whose  cha- 
racteristic was  a  monumental  incapacity. 
The  government  of  Ireland,  from  the 
hands  in  which  it  was  placed,  appeared 
to  be  now  a  mere  farce.  He  would  say 
nothing  with  regard  to  individuals  stand- 
ing in  a  private  character,  but  only  of 
that  admirable  humorous  personage 
whose  striking  incapacity  was  but  too 
well  proven,  who  regarded  the  gravest 
of  questions  like  a  horse  boy  at  the 
corner  of  a  stable  yard,  with  a  wisp  of 
straw  in  his  mouth,  did  a  passer  by. 
That  would  be  a  correct  picture  of  their 
present  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 

Mb.  speaker  said,  that  he  thought 
that  the  hon.  Member  was  making  use 
of  language  which  was  not  customary 
towards  other  hon.  Members  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  O'DONNEIJi  said,  that  he  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land had  not  informed  himself  upon 
the  grave  questions  raised  by  the  pre- 
sent state  of  Ireland,  from  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  discussed  the  Business 
before  the  House ;  but,  as  he  had  said 
before,  all  arguments,  statements  of  fact, 
and  indignation,  were  utterly  thrown 
away  upon  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
Thoy  were  told  that  there  was  no  dis- 
tress in  Ireland,  and  he  presumed  that 
it  would  be  contrary  to  the  Pules  of  the 
House  that  he  should  characterize  those 
statements  by  the  name  which  they  de- 
served. A  stipendiary  magistrate  in 
Tipperary  had  sent  in  a  report,  showing 
the  distress  existing  amongst  the  fami- 
lies in  his  district.  The  attention  of  the 
Government  was  called  to  it,  and  they 
could  not  deny  the  statement;  but,  in 
spite  of  that,  they  came  forward,  evening 
after  evening,  and  assured  the  House 
that  there  was  no  distress  calling  for 
urgent  measures  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  The  present 
Bill  only  gave  facilities  of  which  the 
Government  were  taking  no  advantage. 
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In  their  opinion,  the  presentment  ses- 
sions had  been  stopped  and  hampered 
by  the  action  of  the  Government ;  they 
knew  also  that  the  action  of  the  Boards 
of  Guardians  had  been  stopped  and 
hindered  by  the  uncertainty  in  which 
the  Government  had  loft  them  in  respect 
to  the  matter  of  loans.  Yet  the  Go- 
vernment made  statements  to  the  House 
to  the  effect  that  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians could  relieve  the  distress  existing. 
The  Boards  of  Guardians  were  practi- 
cally the  same  bodies  which  had  already 
displayed  an  ignorance  which  filled  them 
with  grave  doubt  of  thoir  ability  to  deal 
with  the  distress.  The  Government 
did  not  seem  to  take  any  interest  in  the 
state  of  affairs  in  Ireland.  It  was  im- 
possible for  the  Irish  Members  to  bring 
any  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, because  so  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment retained  the  confidence  of  the 
English  constituencies,  they  did  not  care 
at  all  for  the  opinion  of  the  Irish  people. 
Mr.  NEVVDEGATE  said,  that  after 
what  had  fallen  from  some  of  the  hon. 
Members  opposite,  and  especially  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dungarvan,  he  could 
not  fail  to  express  his  hope  that  the  ex- 
perience dearly  bought  during  the  Irish 
Famine  of  1847  and  1848  would  not  be 
lost  sight  of.  He  was,  indeed,  confi- 
dent that  that  experience  had  not  been 
wasted  upon  Her  Majest^-'s  Minis- 
ters. He  had  never  opposed  any  mea- 
sure which  appeared  to  him  reasonable 
for  the  relief  of  Irish  distress.  He  re- 
joiced at  the  manifestations  of  benevo- 
lence which  the  various  subscriptions  for 
Irish  relief  afforded,  and  especially  that 
the  benevolence  of  Her  Majesty  was  so 
admirably  exenmlifiod  in  Ireland  by  the 
exertions  of  the  Duchess  of  Marlborough. 
Some  hon.  Members  opposite  appeared 
jealous  of  the  manner  in  which  these 
proofs  of  benevolence  had  been  collected 
and  were  being  applied ;  but  such  kind- 
ness as  that  of  Her  Majesty  and  of  the 
Duchess  of  Marlborough  would  so  find  its 
way  to  the  heart  of  Ireland  as  no  jealousy 
could  prevent.  But,  after  all,  this  was 
eleemosynary  assistance,  and  could  only 
be  considered  as  supplemental  to  the 
provision  against  famine  out  of  the 
rates,  and,  perhaps,  out  of  the  public 
Bevenue,  which  the  Irish  people  had  a 
right  to  expect.  The  question  now  be- 
fore the  House  was  the  order  in  which 
these  resources  ought  to  be  applied,  and 
they  must  be  chieiiy  applied  tnrough  the 
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Poor  Law   organization— through  the 
Guardians.    In  his  opinion,  these  elee- 
mosynary funds  ought  to  be  first  expended 
before  recourse  was  had  to  extraordinan 
demands  upon  the  ratepayers  or  upon 
the  public  Kevenue.     He  ^Mr.  Newdd- 
gatej  remembered  how  millions  had  been 
wasted  upon  public  works  in  the  diuft- 
trous  years  1847-B-9,  and  yet  thousuds 
perished,   and   2,500,000   of   the  Insh 
people  were  forced  to   emigrate.    He 
(Mr.  Newdegate)  admitted  to  the  Ixish 
Members  opposite  that  their  constituenu 
had  been  injured — agricultural  Ireland 
had  been,  and  was,  injured  by  the  com- 
mercial policy  of  this  country.     In  1846, 
he  had  been  deputed  to  wait  upon  the 
late  Mr.    O'Connell    to    ascertain  the 
course  he  intended  to  adopt  with  respect 
to  the  commercial  proposals  then  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament.     Mr.  O'ConneQ 
kept  him  waiting  nearly  three  weeks  for 
his  answer,  and  then  tluew  the  whole  of 
his  influence,  and  the  Irish  votes  be 
could  command  in  that  House,  in  favoar 
of   the    then    new  commercial    policy. 
Who,    then,  was  responsible    for  the 
forced  emigration  of  2,500,000  of  Her 
Majesty's  Irish  subjects?    Clearly  not 
the  side  of  the  House  from  which  he 
then  spoke,  who  opposed  the  commer- 
cial policy  of  1846.     He  (Mr.  Newde- 
gate)  did  not  see  what  other  ooutse  Her 
Majesty's  Gt)vemment  could  pursue,  in 
prudence,  with  respect  to  Irish  distre«». 
than  that  which  tbey  had  adopted,  bj 
relying  first  upon  the  discretion  of  the 
Boards  of  Guardians,  and  upon  their 
own  discretion,  which  seemed  to  dictate 
that  the  eleemosynary  assistance,  which 
benevolence  had  supplied,  should  be  fint 
expended  before  heavy  drafts  were  made 
upon  the  rates  or  upon  the  public  Bere- 
nue.    If  this  were  not  done,  the  relief 
funds  which  benevolence  had  provided 
might  be  lost  or  wasted,  and  not  im- 
probably the  resources  from  the  ittes 
and    public    Bevenue    might    also  be 
wasted.    The  hon.  Member  for  Dungar- 
van, in  his  speech,  had  made  an  admii- 
sion  which,  to  his  (Mr.  Newdegato'i) 
mind,  afforded  a  due  to  the  oppotitMm 
of  the  relief  measures  now  before  the 
House,  which  might  otherwise  seem  un- 
accountable.     The   hon.  Member  for 
Dungarvan  objected  to  the  emplovment 
of  the  Guardians  in  the  diatriDUtum  of 
these  relief   funds,  because  the  Iiiah 
priests  were  not  generally  members  of 
the  Boards  of  Guardians.    It  was  idle 
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to  expect  'that  the  Irish  priests  would  be 
employed  as  the  sole  or  the  principal 
distributors  of  these  relief  funds.  The 
Irish  priesthood  sought  to  arrogate  to 
themselres  the  exclusive  function  of  dis- 
tribating  relief.  That  was  a  pretension 
which  could  never  be  admitted.  Ho 
(Mr.  Newdegate)  did  not  see  what 
other  course  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
could  in  prudence  adopt  for  the  relief  of 
this  Irish  distress  than  that  which  they 
were  pursuing. 

Mb.  FINIGAN  said,  that  he  regretted 
that  thehon.  Member  for  Dungarvan  (^fr. 
O'Donnell)  should  have  raised  the  theolo- 

S*cal  suspicions  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
orth  Warwickshire.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  hon.  Member,  whom  he  believed  to 
be  most  thoroughly  honest,  there  was 
alwavs    something    mystical    in    Irish 

e clitics.  He  begged  to  assure  the  hon. 
ember  for  North  Warwickshire  that 
thejy  in  common  with  him,  were  very 
anxious  that  the  priests  of  Ireland  should 
be  kept  out  of^  all  positions  such  as 
Boards  of  Guardians.  They  wished,  as 
mnch  as  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Warwickshire  did,  that  the  Irish  people 
should  be  kept  free  from  any  of  the 
machinexy  of  ecclesiasticism.  He  must 
point  out  that  in  this  exceptional  time 
u  Ireland  there  was  a  very  extra- 
ordinary distress  throughout  the  whole 
coontiy,  and  he  considered  that  the  Go- 
Temment  ought  to  inform  the  Boards  of 
OuAxdians  how  far  they  ought  to  be  as- 
sisted with  loans  when  private  charity 
should  cease.  It  had  already  been 
pointed  out  in  various  newspapers 
thxoaghout  England,  that  the  time  was 
now  come  when  it  was  thought  advis- 
able that  the  private  charity  should 
ceasOi  and  he  should  be  very  glad  indeed 
if  his  country  were  not  dependent  upon 
prirate  charity.  At  the  same  time,  ho 
must  recognize  the  painful  fact  that  Ire- 
land was  dependent  upon  the  aid  which 
it  received  irom  Government,  and  from 
the  benevolent  people  of  this  country 
and  of  the  whole  world.  He  must  also 
express  his  opinion  that  the  benevolence 
of  mdividuals  did  not  take  the  onus  from 
the  Oovemment  of  informing  Irish 
Boards  of  Guardians  that  when  elee- 
mosynary aid  should  cease,  the  Govern- 
ment would  step  in  and  give  aid.  It 
was  to  his  mind  a  very  sorry  thinp: 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  (.'hict' 
Becretaiy  for  Ireland  should  publicly 
state  that  the  Crovernment  in  Ireland 


was  watching  how  matters  were  going 
with  regard  to  the  distress,  while  the 
Government  was  not  prepared  to  assure 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  as  to  some  de- 
finite financial  policy  when  private  as- 
sistance should  cease.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land could  not  justify  the  dilatory  con- 
duct of  the  Government  by  alleging 
that  it  had  not  been  forewarned.  So 
early  as  last  Easter  the  Government  was 
warned  of  what  was  impending,  and 
it  was  only  by  the  force  of  public  opi- 
nion that,  at  the  end  of  last  year,  tne 
Government  was  compelled  to  take  some 
action,  and  they  brought  in  this  very 
indifferent  Bill.  At  the  last  moment 
they  had  come  down,  intending  to  de- 
feat the  action  which  both  sides  of  that 
House  had  taken  with  regard  to  this 
measure.  It  had  been  laid  down  and 
accepted  by  that  House  that  whatever 
aid  the  Government  should  give  to  Irish 
landlords  and  tenants,  it  should  not,  at 
all  events,  give  an  undue  advantage  to  the 
landlord  over  his  tenant.  But,  in  look- 
ing at  the  Lords'  Amendments,  ho  found 
that  one  of  the  Amendments  proposed 
by  tho  noble  Lords  enabled  a  landlord 
to  improve  his  property  at  the  expense 
of  his  tenant.  After  having  received  the 
money  by  which  he  could  improve  his 
property  at  the  expense  of  the  Irish  na- 
tion and  the  Empire  generally,  he  was 
to  be  at  liberty  to  throw  the  expense 
upon  his  tenants.  Ho  protested  against 
that  principle,  because  it  was  unjust  and 
unfair  to  the  tenant ;  for  it  placed  him  in 
the  hands  of  his  landlord,  and  formed  a 
very  serious  and  a  very  dangerous  in- 
strument. He  hoped  that  the  Govern- 
ment would,  before  tho  Bill  was  passed, 
offer  some  just  and  reasonable  solution 
of  this  difficulty.  Ho  looked  to  tho  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  to  prevent  the  Bill  passing  that 
House  in  a  fcrrm  which  would  make  it 
not  a  liill  for  tho  relief  of  distress,  but  a 
liill  enabling  landlords  to  improve  their 
holdings  at  tho  expense  of  the  country 
generally  and  of  the  tenants  in  parti- 
cular. 

First  two  Amendments  agreed  to. 

Next  Amendment,  in  page  5,  lino  38, 
to  loave  out  tlu'  last  paragraph  of  Clause 
9,  read  a  second  time. 

Major  NOLAN  said,  thnt  ho  begged 
to  move,  "  That  this  House  doth  disagree 
with  tho  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment.  *' 
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This  was  an  Amendment  brought  in  by 
an  lion.  Member  below  the  Gangway 
after  consultation  with  the  Law  Adviser 
of  the  Grown.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  a 
very  moderate  Amendment,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  by  the  Governmenti  but  had 
now  been  struck  out  by  the  Lords. 
The  sum  of  £750,000  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  landlords  at  a  very  low  rate 
of  interest,  and  with  that  provision  he 
had  no  intention  to  quarrel.  But  it  was 
necessary  to  prevent  a  landlord,  who 
had  obtained  money  at  a  low  rate  of 
interest  from  the  State,  raising  the  rent 
of  his  tenants  on  account  of  improve- 
ments effected  by  the  money  obtained 
from  the  State.  Accordingly,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Lon- 
donderry County  (Mr.  Law)  had  pro- 
posed the  Amendment  in  question. 
When  a  landlord  had  raised  money  in 
this  way,  and  had  afterwards  evicted  his 
tenants,  the  Amendment  provided  that 
he  should  not  be  allowed  to  charge  the 
money  so  obtained  against  his  tenant, 
and  thus  make  him  lose  his  claim  for  im- 
provements. The  only  object  of  the 
Amendment  was  to  prevent  the  money 
being  used  as  an  engine  in  certain  cases 
to  evict  a  tenant  without  compensation. 
No  doubt,  very  few  landlords  would  take 
that  course;  but  it  was  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  tenant  in  all  cases.  As  the 
House  of  Lords  had  disagreed  with  the 
Amendment,  he  thought  that  that  House 
should  disagree  with  their  Amendment. 
There  was  plenty  of  time  to  set  the  Bill 
up  again,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  pass 
it  during  the  present  Session. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**That  this  House  doth  disagree  with 
The  Lords  in  the  said  Amendment." — 
{Major  Nolan,) 

Mr.  COURTNEY  said,  that  he  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Gal- 
way  (Major  Nolan).  He  thought  that 
this  was  an  alteration  to  which  the  at- 
tention of  the  Government  should  be 
closely  directed.  When  the  matter  enme 
on  for  discussion  in  Committee  of  tlio 
Bill,  the  hon.  Member  for  Limerick 
County  (Mr.S}Tian)  proposed  an  Amend- 
ment; and,  it  being  doubted  whctlior 
his  Amendment  would  rover  the  case, 
another  was  prcpannl  by  the  rijj^ht  hon. 
and  loaruod  Member  lor  Londonderry 
County  (Mr.  Luw).  Alter  Home  con- 
ference with  the  Attorney  General  for 
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Ireland,  the  next  day  the  rieht  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Londondenr 
County  proposed  a  Proviso  which  ¥u 
inserted  in  the  Bill,  but  which  the  Lords 
had  now  struck  out.     That  proposal  bv 
the  right  hon.   and    learned    Member 
for  Londonderry  County  was  distiactlj 
assented  to  by  the  Attorney  General  for 
Lreland.     The  justice  and  reason  of  the 
matter  were  so  manifest  that  he  (Mr. 
Courtney^  did  not  understand  on  what 
ground  the  provision  had  been  elimin- 
ated from  the  measure.   He  had  no  wi^b 
to  go  unnecessarily  into  the  matter ;  bat 
it  was  clear  that  the  money  was  provided 
by  the  State,  and  lent  at  a  low  rate  of 
interest  to  the  landlord  for  the  poxpoee 
of  improvements ;  but  the  whole  oo6t  of 
the  interest  of  those  improvements  wu 
thrown  on  the  tenant.     Thus  the  whole 
burden  of  the  advances  waa  thrown  on 
the  tenant,  and  the  landlord  was  simply 
an  intermediary  between  the  State  and 
the  tenant.      The  Amendment  of  the 
right    hon.  and    learned    Member  for 
Londonderry  County,  assented  to  by  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  protected 
a  tenfint  in  case  of  eviction  under  the 
11th  and  4th  sections  of  the  Landlord 
and  Tenant  Act.     The  justice  of  the 
Amendment  was  so  obvious  that  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  assented 
to  it  inmiediately.    Ab  it  had  now  been 
struck  out  for  some  reason  or  other,  he 
thought  it  devolved  upon  Her  Majeety'i 
Government  to  show  what  objection  they 
had  to  its  being  re-introduced. 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHEB  said,  that  the  hon. 
Member  had  scarcely  given  the  House  t 
fair  description  of  what  occurred  with  re- 
gard to  this  Amendment.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Limerick  County  (Mr.  Synan)pio- 
posed  an  Amendment  which  had  been 
adopted  and  which  still  stood  in  the  Bill, 
with  the  object  of  preventing  a  higher 
rate  of  interest  being  charged,  in  cases 
where  the  money  had  been  advanced  at 
a  low  rate  of  interest.    The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Lonaondeny 
County  (Mr.  Law)  then  moved  an  Amend- 
ment which  was  not  on  the  Paper,  though 
it  had  formed  the  subject  of  a  conversa- 
tion with  his  right  lion,   and  learned 
Friend  tlie  Attorney  General   for  Ire- 
liuul.     The  attention  of  his  right  hon. 
and  IcaiTied  Friend  was  suddemy  called 
to  the  matter,  and  he  did  not  have  any 
opportunity  of  studying  it  closely,  and 
ho  ini'onued  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
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Member  that  lie  did  not  see  any  liann  in 
ity  as  he  understood  that  it  was  only  an 
amplifioation  of  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Memher  for  Limerick  County.  When 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Londonderry  County  proposed  the 
Amendment,  he  (Mr.  J.  Lowther)  con- 
foesod,  at  the  time,  that  he  did  not  like 
the  words,  and  suggested  that  it  should 
be  dii^KMed  of  on  ^port.  The  Amend- 
ment was,  however,  pressed ;  and,  the 
Hoase  being  in  a  hurry  to  get  the  Bill 
throngh  Committee,  it  was  adopted 
without  discussion;  and  when  the  Bill 
came  on  upon  Beport,  the  rieht  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Londonderry 
County  was  not  in  his  place;  and  he 
(Mr.  J.  Lowther)  again  stated  that  he 
■aw  serious  objections  to  the  Amend- 
ment. It  appeared  to  him  that  the 
Amendment  was,  in  fact,  a  breach  of  faith 
towards  those  who  had  already  obtained 
loans ;  and  he  saw  very  great  dii&culties 
in  the  way  of  its  adoption.  He,  there- 
upon,  intimated  to  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Member  proposing  the  Amend- 
ment that  before  the  Bill  obtained  the 
Bojal  Assent,  he  should  like  to  consider 
the  question  with  him,  and  moke  some 
alterations.  Li  the  result,  the  Lords  had 
now  rejected  that  Amendment;  and  it 
•eemed  to  him  that  the  objections  to  it 
were  Tory  serious.  A  notice  was  issued 
by  the  Board  of  Works  some  time  ago 
stating  the  terms  upon  which  loans  could 
be  applied  for.  They  were  advertised  to 
be  granted  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
■iona  of  the  Land  Improvement  Act. 
Tazioua  landowners  had  applied  for  a 
large  sum  of  money  on  the  faith  of  the 
tetms  so  offered,  and  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  sayinff  that,  in  a  g^eat  number 
of  cases,  if  mey  had  had  any  idea  that 
an  appUcation  for  a  loan  would  place 
them  in  the  position  in  which  that  Amend- 
ment would  place  them,  the  number  of 
the  loans  applied  for  would  have  been 
Teiy  seriously  diminished.  The  Amend- 
ment established  the  presumption  that 
the  improvement  made  was  that  of  the 
tenant.  It  was  already  provided  by  the 
Bill,  that  a  landlord  should  not  charge  a 
tenant  a  greater  rate  for  the  impruvo- 
ments  than  he  him(«elf  paid ;  and  ho  did 
not  think  that  the  full  scope  of  the 
Amendment  was  realized  by  the  House. 
The  Bill  provided  that  the  tenant  bhonUl 
not  pay  an  increase  of  rent  exceeding 
the  yearly  rent-charge  payable  for  the 
loan ;  that  was  to  say,  that  the  land- 


owner was  to  be  prevented  from  charging 
the  tenant  a  greater  rent  for  the  im- 
provements made  than  the  rate  of  inter- 
est he  himself  paid.  This  was  only  a 
measure  for  the  relief  of  distress  in  Lre- 
land,  and  it  adopted  the  principle  of  the 
Land  Improvement  Act,  whether  good 
or  bad,  with  regard  to  these  loans. 

Major  NOLAN  said,  that  he  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wasforgettmg 
that  at  the  end  of  85  years  the  tenant 
would  have  paid  back  capital  and  in- 
terest 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER  said,  that  the  Bill 
followed  the  principles  of  the  Land  Im- 
provement Act.  The  tenant  was  only  to 
pay  an  increased  rent  during  the  time 
that  the  improvement  would  last,  and 
then  only  such  an  increase  as  would 
meet  the  rate  of  interest  for  the  advance, 
together  with  the  annual  proportion  of 
re- payment  of  principal  by  way  of  sink- 
ing fund.  That  was  the  general  prin- 
ciple on  which  he  maintained  that  these 
loans  were  granted.  The  tenant,  during 
every  year  that  he  held  his  farm,  ob- 
tained his  fair  share  of  the  benefit  de- 
rivable from  the  improvements.  While 
the  landlord  was  not  to  charge  his  tenant 
any  more  than  he  himself  paid  in  respect 
of  the  improvements,  ho  received  an 
equivalent  in  the  shape  of  permanent 
improvement  to  his  land.  The  Amend- 
ment had  been  adopted  without  due 
consideration,  and  he  thought  that,  as 
ho  had  expressed  doubts  at  the  time  it 
was  adopted,  and  still  more  so  on  Eeport, 
ho  could  not  be  considered  as  having  in 
any  way  failed  to  guard  the  Government 
against  the  slightest  charge  of  breach  of 
faith  in  assenting  to  its  unanimous  re- 
jection in  **  another  place,"  and  that,  con- 
sidering the  very  serious  objections  which 
ho  felt  to  it,  he  must  resist  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman. 

Mr.  W.  E.  FOKJSTER  said,  he  thought 
they  were  debating  the  matter  at  a  great 
disadvantage  in  the  absence  of  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  and  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Lon- 
donderry County  (Mr.  Law),  lie  did  not 
think  it  probable  that  those  two  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentlemen  would  ogree  with 
the  interpretation  of  the  Chief  JSeeretary 
for  Ireland.  If,  however,  the  right  hon. 
GfMitlenian  was  ri^ht  in  his  interpetation 
of  tlie  pnvioiis  words,  th^re  would  be  no 
great  (liiiit  ult y  in  the  matter.  In  igno- 
rance, howt'vor,  of  the  le^al  interpreta- 
tion, ho  could  not  help  thinking  that  ho 
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was  wrong.  If  the  words  covered  all 
cases,  or  anything  like  the  majority  of 
cases,  in  which  improvements  were  made 
by  money  borrowed  by  the  landlords,  he 
did  not  think  they  need  debate  the 
matter  farther ;  but  he  imagined  they 
would  cover  but  few  cases,  and  that  the 
majority  would  be  covered  by  the  words, 
**  or  otherwise."  He  believed  the  num- 
ber of  cases  in  which  awards  had  been 
made  by  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
Works  was  very  small.  No  doubt,  what 
happened  under  the  present  working  of 
the  loans  to  landlords  was,  that  money 
was  borrowed  by  the  landlords  generally 
at  3^  per  cent  interest,  and  the  increase 
of  rent  charged  to  the  tenant  amounted 
to  5  per  cent.  That  he  believed  to  be 
the  general  working  of  the  law,  and  it 
meant  that  the  landlord  received  1^  per 
cent  for  the  risk  and  trouble  he  had 
undertaken,  an  amount  which  he  con- 
sidered to  be  fair.  Now,  however,  in 
order  to  afford  employment  for  the  peo- 
ple, they  had,  as  it  were,  to  tempt  work, 
and  they  got  the  landlord  to  employ  peo- 
ple, and  effect  improvements  by  means  of 
loans  at  1  per  cent,  for  which  ho  would 
charge  5  per  cent — which  made  a  profit 
to  him  of  4  per  cent.  That,  in  his  opinion, 
was  too  much.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  it  was  a  sufficient  reason  for  delay- 
ing a  Bill  so  necessary  to  be  passed  as 
that  before  the  House ;  but  he  thought 
it  would  be  an  advantage,  if  the  measure 
could  be  turned  out  a  fair  one  as  between 
landlord  and  tenant.  A  compromise  had 
been  suggested  by  a  noble  Lord,  in 
"  another  place,"  which  appeared  to  him 
not  to  be  unreasonable — namely — 

"  That  if  the  increase  of  rent  bo  above  2  J  per 
cent,  then  it  should  be  within  the  meaning  of 
the  4th  section  of  the  Ltindlord  and  Tenant 
(Ireland)  Act." 

He  did  not  imagine  that  in  the  present 
case  a  compromise  would  be  acceptable 
to  both  sides;  but  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  the  words,  **  above  2  J  per 
cent  should  be  paid  by  such  tenants," 
should  bo  inserted,  and  that,  ho  thought, 
would  meet  the  difficulty  of  the  case. 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  wo 
sliould  get  into  difficulty  with  the  Bill 
wore  we  to  take  the  step  recommended. 
Tliis  matter  was  docidotl  without  very 
much  discussion  in  the  House.  It  was 
done  very  quickly,  and  seems  to  have 
gone  up  to  the  otlior  House,  and  to  have 
been     very    car<»fully    considered     and 

Mr.  IT.  F..  FoTf^fn 


altered ;  and  certainly,  as  far  as  I  can 
see,  the  alterations  made  by  the  Lords 
were  made  on  grounds  which,  as  stated 
by  my  right  hon.  Friend  near  me,  an 
strong;  and  considerable  objectioii  to 
these  words  existed.     The  objection,  to 
my  mind,  which  is  open  to  considentioD. 
is  that  it  would  be  ex  post  facto  legisla- 
tion, if,  after  landlords  had  been  induced, 
in  order  to  effect  a  great  object,  to  come 
forward  and  charge  themselves  with  the 
re-payment  of  certain  loans,  then  the 
terms  on  which  those  loans  were  made 
should  be  materially  altered    by  this 
clause,  which  could  not  have  been  in 
contemplation  by  the  persons  who  came 
forward  to  borrow  the  money.    Again, 
it  is  not  the  tenants  who  make  the  im- 
provements, it  is  the  landlord  who  bo^ 
rows  the  money  from  the  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works  at  the  rate  of  interect 
of  £3  8«.  6i/.  per  cent,  which  is  not  con- 
sidered as  a  rate  of  interest  only,  but  u 
interest  and  sinking  fund.     I  think  that 
the  objection  I  have  mentioned  must  be 
a  great  objection,  and  that  it  would  be 
unfair  to  uiose  who  hare  come  forwazd 
and  taken  the  risk  of  charging  them- 
selves with  the  workino^  of  the  loau, 
to  hear  afterwards  that  the  effect  of  their 
coming  forward  was  to  raise  a  daim 
against  themselves  on  the  part  oi  the 
tenants.    The  landlord  may  find  it  im- 
possible to  get  any  return  for  the  money 
so  laid  out,  and  which  is  laid  out  not 
directly  for  benefiting  the  land,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  employment  to 
labour  in  time  of  distress.     I  think, 
when  a  landlord  has  had  an  opportuutx 
of  coming  forward  to  borrow  money  on 
easy  terms  for  these  purposes,  the  nine 
of  which  he  may  never  afterwards  we. 
it  is  rather  hard  that  it  dbonll  be  held 
that  the  improvement  was  an  improre- 
ment  by  the  tenant,  and  that  the  tenant 
should  have  the  advantage  as  againit 

the  landlord.      

Mr.  COTJBTNET  said,  with  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House,  he  wished  to 
point  out  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
cliequer's  argument  of  ox  posifutotf- 
plied  to  the  whole  of  the  BiU. 

Question  put. 

The  House  ditidod: — ^Ajes  19;  Noei 
62 :  Majority  43.— (Div.  list,  No.  42.) 

Amendment  agreed  to. 

The  two  following  Amendments  cffw' 

to. 
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^  The  next  Amendment,  in  page  10,  Sib  HENEY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 

line  8,  d§9§gr§id  io,  and  a  Consequential  said,  the  object  of  the  Government  was 

Amendment  made  to  the  Bill.  to  insure  the  secrecy  which  the  right 

Subsequent  Amendxnent  ^.i  U.  ^Z^TZ'^^r^!^^  £.  Sou^ 

would  read  the  Bill  a  third  time,  theu 

BOTTTH  WESTERN  (OF  LONDON)  DIS-  ^^  7?"^^,  "'*1'^"  ^^  *^?  ™t**®^'  ""^ 

r-n.^^  ^^^^  ^.^.^^  ,.», .,    ™  would  endeavour,   supposmg  he  found 

TRICT  POST  OFFICE  BILI^[B,ll  90.]  tt^t  the  existing  Act  ^iid  lot  contain 

{Sir  Mmrp  SelwtH'IbhttwH,  Lord  John  Manntn,)  the  power  which  the  right  hon.  Qen- 

COMMITTEE.  tloman    desired  for    enforcing   secrecy 

upon  the  members  of  assessment  com- 

OBDXB  DiscHABOKD.     BILL  wiTHDBAWN.  ^^ittees,    to    insert    thoso    powcw    in 

Order  for  Oonmiittee  read.  "another  place." 

Bib  HENBT  SELWIN-IBBETSON  BiU  read  the  third  time,  and  pM9ed. 
mored,  that  the  Order  for  the  second 

^S^Jt^tro^rlJ^SteTni  ^l  LIVEHPOOLCORPOEATION  (LOANS.  *c.) 

HybridlDonSnittee,  and  there  was  no  [COMPOSITION  OF  STAMP  DTJTr.] 

(mportunity  in  that  Session  for  getting  committee. 

that  Conmiittee  together.  Matteb  eomidered  in  Committee. 

Motion  a^0ed  to.  (In  the  Committee.) 

Order  dmhar^0d;  BiU  mthdraum.  .  ^:  ^^NK:  said,  he  could  not  find 

'  that  there  was  any  such  Bill  m  the  Vote 

Office;  and  it  was,  therefore,  impossible 

VALUATION  (METEOPOLIS)  ACT  (1869)  ^^^^  ^^  should  be  read  a  second  time. 

AMENDUENT  BILL.  ^^  looked  for  an  explanation  as  to  what 

the  Bill  was. 

(Sir  M0nnf  Seiwin^Ibhetion,  Mr.  Chancclhr  of  Thb  CHAIRMAN  said,  he  must  point 

the  £xchegN€r.)  out  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Gloucester 

[bill  98.]    THiBD  BEADING.  ^^**  ^®  ^^  uudor  a  wronff  impression. 

-..^     -,,.,-.     J.            J  There  was  a  Private  Bill  before  the 

Order  for  Third  Beading  read.  House  authorizing  the  Corporation   of 

Hb.  CK)SCHEN  said,  he  wished  to  Liverpool  to  raise  a  loan,  with  the  con- 
state that,  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  sent  of  the  Treasury.  The  Committee 
took  an  interest  in  the  Bill,  unless  powers  on  that  Bill  would  sit  to-morrow ;  but  it 
were  inserted  to  enforce  secreqy,  it  would  ^^^  necessary  before  that  Committee  sat 
prore  totally  inadequate.  He  would,  that  a  Eesolution  should  be  passed  en- 
therefore,  suggest  to  the  hon.  Baronet  abling  the  Committee  to  sit. 

that  he  might  be  enabled  to  introduce  «    ,  ^  in.  *  •*  •          j-    **       ax.^ 

4       _j^      ,     .       I,  ^      .f  ^        1         n  Re$olredy  That  it  is  expedient  io  authoriM  a 

an  Amendment    m    *•  another  place,"  ,          .            ,  .„.      *^  .           . 

which  would,   at  all   events,  maio  the  <^^ge  of  seven  shiUiBgB  and  nxpence  for  eyeiy 

BiU  much  more  workable.     The  Bill  was  ^^^  """*  ^j  °°^  ]*"^^^  P^'"^^  of  Consolidated 

reaUrto  secure  secrecy  on  the  part  of  Stock,  and  also  for  overj- fractional  i^^^ 

iMeMment   committees  with  regard  to  ^^^^^^  Po^^ds  of  Consolidated  Stock,  which 

the  Talue  of  house  property ;  but,  as  it  ^""^  ^"^  "^"^*^  t^  *^y  ^^^^®'  ^y  the  Corporation 

now  stood,  there  was  no  penalty  and  no  °'  1-iverpool  within  seven  days  after  the  issuing 

means   of   enforcing  this.      The   large  °*  «"^'^  ^^^'^^  to  bo  paid  to  the  Commissionera 

number  of   members  on  those  assess-  ^^  Inland  Kcvenuo  in  Ucu  of  Stamp  Duty  on 

meut  committees,  also,  made  it  exceod-  Transfers  of  Consolidated  Stock,  Stock  Receipts, 

ingly  difficult  to  prevent  the  leaking  out  Coupon  Certificates,  and  Coupons. 

of  information  which  ought  to  be  kept 

confidentially.    If  the  hon.  Baronet  was  Resolution  to  be  reported  TQ-morrow^ 

unable  to  introduce  an  Amendment  of  at  Two  of  the  dock. 

Uie  kind  suggested,  in  -  another  place,"  U^^^  adjourned  at  Two  o'clock. 

he  did  not  think  the  Bill  would  g^ve  the 

latiafaction  which  it  was  intended  to 

pTe. 
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HOUSE     OF     LOEDS, 
Friday,  12M  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.]  —  Select  Committee — Beport^ 
Office  of  Uie  Clerk  of  the  Parliaxnonts  and 
Office  of  the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black 
Kod  [Xo.  41]. 

Piulic  Hills  —  Firtit  Reading  —  Consolidated 
Fund  (No.  1)*;  East  India  Loan  (Eaat  In- 
dian Kail  way  Dt^bcntures)  ♦  (36)  ;  India 
Stock  (Powers  of  Attorney)  ♦  (37) ;  Valuation 
(Mftroi>olis)  Act  (1809)  Amendment*  (38); 
Blind  and  Deaf-Muto  Children  *  (39) ;  Muni, 
cipal  Corporations  (Property  Qualification 
Abolition)  ♦  (40) ;  Army  Discipline  and  Kegu- 
lation  r^Vnnual)  ♦ :  Common  Law  Procedure 
and  Juuicaturc  Acts  Amendment  *  (^^)* 

Second  Reading — Road  Debts  on  Entailed  JSstatcB 
(Scotland)*  (29). 

Committee  —  Report  —  Solicitors  Remuneration  • 
(10-42);  Limitation  of  Actions*  (17-43); 
Boer  Dealers  Retail  Licenses  (27) ;  Artizans 
Dwellings  Act  (1808)  Amendment  Act  (1879) 
Amendment*  (21). 


SOUTH  AFRICA— ZULCLAKD—SUR. 
RENDER  OF  ARMS. 

OBSERVATIONS.      QUESTION. 

Viscount  SIDMOUTH  said,  that, 
owing  to  an  accident  a  Question  whicli 
lie  had  placed  on  the  Notice  Paper  of 
the  previous  day,  and  which  he  had  then 
postponed,  did  not  appear  on  the  Paper 
of  to-day.  He,  however,  asked  the  per- 
mission of  the  House  to  now  put  it,  as 
he  helieved  his  noble  Friend  the  Under 
SecretaiT  of  State  for  the  Colonies  had 
expected  it  to  appear  on  the  Paper,  and 
was  prepared  to  answer  it.  Their  Lord- 
ships were  aware  that  one  of  the  main 
conditions  of  the  settlement  of  Zululand 
was  that  the  Chiefs  should  deliver  up 
the  arms,  not  only  of  the  Native  troops, 
but  those  also  which  had  been  taken  out 
from  our  troops.  He  was  not  able  to 
find  by  any  Beports  in  the  Blue  Books 
that  this  condition  had  been  observed. 
He  desired  to  know  whether  those  arms 
had  been,  or  were  in  process,  of  being 
delivered  up?  Nothing  so  much  im- 
pressed upon  the  Native  African  mind 
the  fact  of  being  beaten  as  the  having 
to  deliver  up  arms.  He  understood  that 
none  of  the  Martini -Henry  rifles,  but 
only  old  muskets  had  been  given  up. 
The  Colony  of  Natal  had  a  great  future 
before  it,  if  it  was  left  in  peace  ;  but  it 
was  impossible  to  regard  the  state  of 


the  Oolony  as  secure  so  long  as  the  Zulu 
were  left  in  possession  of  aims  which 
they   had   proved  themselves   so  tho- 
roughly capable  of  using.  Furthermore, 
he  wished  to  point  out  that  the  British 
authorities  at  the  Cape  had  not  receirtd 
anything  like   the   number  of  King^i 
cattle  said  by  Sir  Oamet  Wolseler  to 
be  in  possession  of  Cetewayo  during  the 
war  and  confiscated  to  us  by  the  tenns 
of  the  settlement.     He  had  mentioned 
the  name  of  Mr.  John  Dunn  more  par- 
ticularly because  it  was  understood  that 
that  person  had  considerable  infiuence 
over  the  Natives,  and  that  his  word  was 
accepted  amongst  them  as  law.    The 
Government  must  look  to  him  to  keep  to 
the  terms  of  the  Treaty  he  had  entmd 
into,  and  to  use  his  influence  with  the 
Chiefs  to  do  the  same.  He  did  not  wiah 
to  say  anything  against  Mr.  John  Dunn, 
who  was  an  able  man ;  but  he  put  the 
question  to  their  Lordships,  whether  it 
was  a  good  thing  for  Ztuuland  that  a 
oerson  possessinff  the  peculiar  views  of 
Mr.  Dunn  should  have  been  put  in  the 
countnr  to  represent  the  White  man  and 
Her  Majesty's  Ghovemment  ?   WhereTer 
the  influence  of  the  White  man  was  felt 
it  should  be  aocompanied  by  at  least  the 
outward    sign  of  Christianity.    It  un- 
fortunately   happened,    however,    that 
Mr.  Dunn  had  matrimonial  tendenciei 
which  did  not  find  acceptance  in  this 
country  either  in  quality  or  in  quantity. 
It    was    said  that  he  held  with  pla- 
rality  of  wives.     Mr.  Dunn  also  spoke 
disrespectfUly  of   the  Book  on  wnich 
the  retiffion  of  Christianity  was  founded, 
and  he  had  impeded  the  introduction  of 
missionaries    into    ZululMd.      As  far 
Natal,  all  that  was  required  for  the  de- 
velopment of  the  great  natural  reaonwet 
of  that  Colony  was  European  honeaty 
and  European  civilization.    The  noble 
Viscount  concluded  by  aAing  theUndfr 
Secretary    of   State  for  the    Coloniei, 
Whether  any  report  has  been  been  re- 
ceived from  the  British  Bemdent  in  Zdi- 
land    stating    the    number    of    gnni, 
Martini-Henry  rifles,  and  other  war  like 
stores,  as  well  as  of  the  late  King's  cattle, 
that  have  been  delivered  up  in  conicv* 
mity  with  the  conditions  ot  peace ;  voA 
whether  the  new  Chiefs  of  Zmnland,  in- 
cluding Mr.  John  Dunn,  are  and  wfll  be 
hold  responsible  for  the  fulfilment  of 
those  conditions? 

Eabl   OBANYILLE  drew  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  noble   Yisoount*! 
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on  not  being  on  the  Paper  for  that 
e,  it  was  not  in  accordance  with 
lee  of  their  Lordships'  House  that 
)ble  Viscount  should  have  put 
aestion,  and  in  doing  so  made 
nteresting  obserrations  on  an  im- 
t  subject,  the  introduction  of 
in  that  way  was  likely  to  lead  to 
te. 

L  OADOQAN,  in  reply,  said,  that 
regularity  to  which  the  noble 
Gbanyille)  had  called  attention 
iginated  with  him.  On  the  pre- 
OYening  his  noble  Friend  (Yis- 
Sidmouth)  asked  him  to  inform 
nrk  at  the  Table  that  he  would  put 
eation  that  day.  He  forgot  to  do 
ime  to  have  the  Question  entered 
Paper.  His  noble  Friend  said 
,  seen  no  Beports  of  any  surrender 
18  in  Zululand ;  but  \i  he  would 
>  page  258  of  the  Blue  Book  he 
find  this  passage  in  a  despatch 
IT  Ghunet  Wolseley — 

Bsxnii  haye   been    sarrendered  by  the 

o  tlie  number  of  about  5,000— as  Itu'ge  a 

on  as  I  expected  with  any  certainty  to 

The  total  number  owned  before  the 

the  people  is  estimated  by  those  best  in- 

in  toe  matter  at  8,000.  Even  if  we  allow 

Oder-estimate  in  this  number,  we  have, 

when  counting  the  arms  that  have  been 

Isstroyed  in  action  and  destroyed  by  our 

received  fully  half  the  number  in  the 
ff 

uxx>nnt  was  sent  on  the  80th  of 
iber,  and  received  here  on  the  9th 
>b0r.  In  a  despatch  received  on 
th  of  October  it  was  stated  that 
.  small  quantities  of  arms  had 
ent  in.  The  condition  to  which 
ble  Friend  had  referred  was  in 


01  not  import  or  allow  to  be  imported 
territory,  by  any  person  upon  any  pre- 
'  for  any  object  whatsoever,  any  arms  or 
tion  from  any  part  whatsoever,  or  any 
r  merchandise  by  the  sea  coast  of  Zulu- 
Ahout  the  express  sanction  of  the  Resi- 

the  division  in  which  my  territory  is 
;  and  I  will  not  encourago,  or  promote, 

part  in,  or  countenance  in  any  way 
Tcr,  the  importation  into  any  part  of 
d  of  arms  or  ammunition  from  any  part 
(Tcr,  or  of  goods  or  merchandise  by  the 
it  of  Zululand,  without  such  Banction ; 
iU  confiscate  and  hand  over  to  the  Natal 
Bent  aU  arms  and  ammunition  and  goods 
chandise  so  imported  into  my  territory ; 
win  punish  by  fine  or  other  sufiicient 
kent  any  i)erson  guilty  of  or  concemod 
I  unsanctioned  importation,  and  any 
fonnd  possessing  arms,  or  ammunition, 
■y  or  merchandise  knowingly  obtained 


»f 


That  condition  was  signed  by  all  the 
Chiefs,  including  John  Dunn.  The  in- 
structions to  the  British  Besident  in 
reference  to  those  matters  were — 

'*  In  dealing  with  the  Chiefs,  you  will  impress 
upon  them  that  all  the  King's  cattle  now  b^ong 
to  the  British  Government,  and  must  be  handed 
over  to  you.  Any  of  these  cattle  received  by 
you  should  be  sent  to  the  senior  Commissariat 
officer  at  Maritzburg.  All  the  guns  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  also  belong  to  the  Britidii 
Government.  The  Chiefs  have  promised  to 
surrender  these  gims,  and  they  must  surrender 
them  quickly,  if  they  wish  to  stand  weU  with 
the  British  Government.** 

There  was  no  Eeport  since  the  25th  of 
October  from  the  authorities — from  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  or  the  High  Com- 
missioner— but  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment presumed  that  the  operation  of 
restoring  the  arms  was  being  carried 
out.  The  Colonial  Office  had  written  to 
Sir  Garnet  Wolseley  for  a  Eeport  of  all 
the  arms  delivered  up  to  the  latest 
period.  There  was  no  Keport  as  to  the 
delivering  up  of  cattle. 

HIGHWAYS     AND     LOCOMOTIVES 
(AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1878. 

MOTION  FOB  AN  ADDEESS. 

Earl  DE  LA  WABE  said,  he  desired 
to  call  attention  to  the  operation  of  the 
Highways  and  Locomotives  (Amend- 
ment) Act,  1878 ;  and  asked.  If  it  is  the 
intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  propose  any  alteration  or  amendment 
of  this  Act  during  the  present  Session  ? 
Also,  to  move  for  a  Eetum  of  parishes  in 
each  county  in  England  and  Wales 
which  are  not  included  in  highway 
districts.  The  noble  Earl  said,  the 
object  of  the  Act  was,  he  presumed,  to 
provide  a  substitute  for  turnpike  trusts. 
The  present  law  operated  in  many  cases 
unequally,  unfairly,  and  unjustly,  throw- 
ing excessive  burdens  on  the  ratepayers. 
In  one  case  he  believed  that  176  per  cent 
had  been  added  to  the  rates.  As  a  rule, 
it  had  increased  the  expense  of  maintain- 
ing highways.  Some  roads,  which  were 
now  parish  roads,  ought  to  be  made  main 
roads ;  but,  in  many  cases,  the  parishes 
had  no  means  of  bringing  the  matter 
before  the  magistrates.  A  better  sys- 
tem would  be  to  have  all  highways  made 
main  roads,  except  those  which  the  magis- 
trates decided  should  remain  parochial 
roads.  As  to  the  increase  of  rates, 
great  relief  had  been  g^von  to  the  rate- 
payers in  this  country  of  late  years  in 
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several  ways — by  the  payment  of  the 
salaries  of  the  Poor  Law  officers,  by  the 
assistance  given  to  lunatic  asylums,  and 
the  large  amount  paid  towards  the  police 
rate — and  something  of  a  similar  kind 
might  be  done  with  regard  to  the  high- 
ways— as  payment  of  some  portion  of 
the  salaries  of  their  officers.  He  begged 
to  ask  the  Question  which  stood  on  the 
Paper  in  his  name,  modified  by  substi- 
tuting for  the  words  **  during  the  pre- 
sent Session,"  the  words  **  when  Parlia- 
ment re- assembles." 

3foved^  **  That  an  humblo  Address  he  presented 
to  Her  Majesty  for  Return  of  parishes  in  each 
county  in  Enj^land  and  Wales  which  are  not 
included  in  highway  districts."  —  {The  Earl 
Be  La  Warr,) 

Viscount  MIDLETON  complained 
that  the  existing  Act  had  given  rise  to  a 
very  expensive  staff  of  officials,  and  that 
their  duties  were  not  so  efficiently  dis- 
charged as  they  had  been  before.  The 
amount  of  taxation  thrown  on  parishes 
which  had  no  turnpike  roads  was  very 
seiious.  The  practice  of  spreading  the 
rates  over  wide  districts  naturally  led  to 
an  increase  of  the  rates,  because  the 
various  localities  had  no  interest  in  keep- 
ing them  down.  Then  the  rates  fell 
heaviest  on  those  who  used  the  roads 
least.  A  very  simple  remedy,  which 
would  partially  meet  the  case,  was  to 
put  the  main  roads  at  once  under  the 
care  of  the  county  surveyor,  making  him 
responsible  for  the  contract,  and  revert- 
ing, to  a  certain  extent,  to  the  old  system 
with  respect  to  the  parish  roads. 

The  Duke  of  KICHMOND  and 
GOEDON  said,  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  follow  the  noble  Earl  into  the  very 
large  subject  of  the  incidence  of  local 
taxation  which  he  had  raised.  His  noble 
Friend  wished  to  know  whether  the  Go- 
vernment would  deal  with  this  question 
on  the  re- assembling  of  Parliament,  and 
he  was  evidently  verv  sanguine  as  to  the 
result  of  the  next  Election.  It  was  im- 
possible for  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  say,  with  anything  like  certainty, 
what  they  would  do  when  that  Parlia- 
ment re-assembled.  His  noble  Friend 
had  objected  greatly  to  the  system  of 
highway  districts,  which,  he  said,  did  not 
lesson  the  expense  of  the  roads  in  the 
country  ;  but  he  forgot,  in  connecting 
that  with  the  Act  of  1878,  that  it  was 
the  Act  of  1864  which  brought  that  sys- 
tem into  operation,  and  that  it  was  Uie 

Earl  De  La  Warr 


Act  of  a  Government  with  which  the 
present  Administration  had  no  connec- 
tion whatever.     Then  his  noble  Friend 
found  fault  with  the  system  of  **  distum- 
piking "  the  roads  in  the  countrr ;  but 
the  Committee  which  gave  its   recom- 
mendations on  that  subject  was  com- 
posed of  men  who  were  well  qualified  to 
advise  upon  it,  and  his  noble   Friend 
would  find  it  difficult  to  set  up  the  old 
system  of  turnpikes  ag^ain  throughoot 
the  country ;  but  the  Act  of  1878  modi- 
fied, to  a  certain  extent,  the  Act  of  1864. 
He  did  not  adopt  the  view  taken  by  hii 
noble  Friend,  because  he  thought  that 
under  the  present  law  eveiy  parish  in 
the  country  had  an  opportunity  of  bring- 
ing its  case,  as  regarded  roads,  before 
the  magistrates,  who  were  the  authorities 
best  able  to  deal  with  it  For  the  magii- 
trates  to  ^o  over  the  country  declanng 
what  roads  ought  not  to  be  main  roads 
would  be  a  cumbrous  proceeding ;  and 
he  demurred  altogether  to  the  statement 
of  his  noble  Friend  as  to  the  alleged 
grievances  of  the  parishes  under  the  Act 
of  1878.    It  had  lessened,  and  not  in- 
creased, the  expenses  of  the  high  xoadi 
In  any  case,  whether  as  to  consolidation 
or  amendment,  future  legislation  mnit, 
of  course,  very  much  depend  upon  the 
fate  which  tiie  Goveznment  would  hire 
to  meet  in  the  course  of  the  next  fev 
weeks.    As  to  the  Betum  moved  for  bj 
his  noble  Friend,  it  could  not  be  com- 
piled in  a  perfect  form  till  after  the25tb 
of  March;  and  he  would,  therefore,  nrge 
on  his  noble  Friend  the  advisability  of 
allowing  the  matter  to  stand  over  until 
Parliament  re-assembled. 

The  Eabl  of  KIMBEBLEY  said,  ho 
would  feel  no  regret  personally  if  Her 
Majesty's  present  Advisers  should  not 
have  an  opportunity,  as  a  GoTemmsnti  of 
bringing  in  a  Bill  when  the  new  Fizlii- 
ment  assembled ;  but,  if  not»  they  would 
at  least  hare  the  great  consolation  of  not 
being  called  upon  to  try  and  amend  the 
Highways  Act  of  1878.    That  Act  wm 
condemned  idmost  unanimously  by  ooan- 
try   gentlemen  and  laxmera,  whateifw 
might  be  their  politics,  as  a  supmnsssd 
total  failure.  It  was  founded  on  theiaho 
principle  of  compelling  people  to  p»- 
form  a  work  for  whirai  thw  were  in* 
competent.     He  did  not  think  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  so  on  long  mdeff 
the  present  system,  ana  any  GormuMBt 
that  should  be  in  OffloeafUvthe  Qeaml 
Election  should  propose 
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of  the  law.  Some  sort  of  uniformity 
was  necessary,  and  they  had  gone  from 
bad  to  worse. 

Tm  Earl  of  REDESDALE  (Chair- 
acAN  of  Committees)  thought  that  the 
liighways  district  system  worked  well ; 
but  it  was  unjust  to  throw  the  main- 
tenance of  the  main  roads  upon  the  dis- 
tricts. The  abolition  of  the  turnpike 
system  was  a  great  error ;  because 
brewers  and  tradesmen,  who  used  the 
roadfl  very  much,  did  not  contribute  their 
fair  proportion  towards  the  maintenance 
of  the  roads.  The  true  system,  he  be- 
lieyed,  was  to  take  tolls.  It  was  a  very 
difficalt  subject,  and  required  much  con- 
sideration ;  but  he  confessed  that  the 
only  way  to  maintain  roads  was  to  make 
those  wno  used  them  pay  for  them. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  with- 
irMwn. 

ABMY— SHORT  SERVICE  SYSTEM— RE- 
PORT OF  THE  DEPARTMENTAL  COM- 
MITTEE.—QUESTION. 

The  Eabl  of  GALLOWAY  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War,Whe- 
ther  the  Report  of  the  War  Offico  Com- 
mittee appointed  under  the  presidency 
of  General  Lord  Airey  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  ** breakdown"  of  the 
"  Brigade  Depot''  and  '*  Short  Service" 
systems  has  yet  been  received,  and  when 
it  is  proposed  to  lay  that  Report  upon 
the  Tables  of  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment ?  He  did  not  wish  to  raise  a  do- 
bate  on  the  subject  at  present,  and  there- 
fore confined  himself  to  asking  the 
Qaeetion. 

Viscount  BURY,  in  reply,  said,  that 
in  his  Question  the  noble  Earl  put  the 
word  "  breakdown"  in  inverted  commas. 
If  the  noble  Earl  was  under  the  im- 
preMion  that  the  Commission  had  boon 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  '^  break- 
down" of  the  system,  he  demurred  to 
that,  and  must  ask  the  noble  Earl  for  his 
authority? 

The  Eabl  of  GALLOWAY  snid, 
that  last  Session,  during  debates  in  that 
and  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  the 
system  had  been  described  as  one  wliich 
had  broken  down.  In  their  Lordships' 
House  a  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Long- 
ford) went  the  length  of  saying  that  on 
going  to  one  end  of  the  House  he  heard 
a  noble  and  gallant  OfRcer  describe  the 
BTstem  as  "  rotten  ;"  and  on  passing  to 
ue  other  end  of  the  House  he  heard 


another  noble  and  gallant  Officer  repeat 
that  it  was  "  rotten." 

Viscount  BURY  said,  that  he  must 
demur  to  the  form  in  which  the  Question 
had  been  put.  He  did  not  admit  that 
any  breakdown  had  occurred.  There 
wore  defects  in  the  system  which  were 
acknowledged,  and  Govornmont  deter- 
mined there  should  be  a  Commission  to 
inquire  into  the  subject.  But,  looking 
at  the  way  in  wliich  the  Army  had 
lately  borne  the  strain  of  two  wars  on  a 
peace  establishment,  it  could  not  be 
fairly  said  that  the  system  had  broken 
down.  The  Government  had  deter- 
mined that  there  should  be  a  Commission 
consisting  exclusively  of  military  men, 
to  inform  them  of  the  view  taken  by  the 
Army  of  the  question.  But  this  inquiry 
was  for  the  information  of  Government 
in  the  first  instance,  and  the  action  to 
be  taken  upon  it  would  bo  taken  on  the 
responsibility  of  Government.  It  was 
not,  therefore,  intended  to  make  the 
Report  public  at  present.  The  Report 
had  been  presented  yesterday,  but  was 
not  yet  in  type,  and  he  could  not  say 
when  it  would  be  laid  on  the  Table  of 
the  House. 

Lord  DORCHESTER  said,  that,  al- 
though  he  objected  to  the  word  '*  break- 
down "  and  the  other  elaborate  terms 
which  had  been  used,  he  felt  very  deeply, 
as  an  old  soldier,  the  present  state  of  the 
British  Army.  He  thought  that  his  noble 
Friend  the  Under  Secretary  had  been 
somewhat  flippant  in  criticizing  such  an 
expression,  lie  thought  that  the  word 
"  shortcomings  "  would  have  been  more 
appropriate.  It  had  been  his  intention  to 
ask  simply  whether  the  Commission  which 
had  been  appointed  in  July  last,  and 
which  had  been  talked  about  and  de- 
bated upon  in  **  another  place,"  had 
come  to  any  conclusion  ?  He  would  ask 
to  be  allowed  to  call  to  the  recjollection 
of  their  Lordships  the  sensible  speech  of 
a  Scotch  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Buccleuch) 
last  Session  upon  the  subject  of  Brigade 
Depots. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said, 
that  he  must  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  Question  had  been  put  and 
answered,  and  that  there  was  then  no 
Motion  before  thoir  Lordships'  House. 

Lord  DORCHESTER  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  say  that  the  noble  Duke  to 
whom  he  had  referred  had  spoken  of  a 
breakdown  in  the  Brigade  Depot  system 
in  his  part  of  the  world. 
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The  Earl  of  LONQFOED  said,  it 
was  right  for  him,  as  a  Member  of  the 
Commission,  to  mention  to  their  Lord- 
ships that  tlie  inquiries  of  the  Commis- 
sion, and  the  conclusions  at  which  they 
had  arrived,  were  at  present  a  profound 
secret. 

BEER  DEALERS  RETAIL  LICENSES 

BILL— (No.  27.) 

{The  Earl  Stanhope.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee,  read. 

Moved,  **  That  the  House  do  now  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  upon  the 
said  BUI.''— {The  Earl  Stanhope) 

Lord  ABEBDAEE  was  understood 
to  ask  whether  those  persons  who  ob- 
tained licences  under  this  Bill  would 
have  to  apply  annually  for  a  renewal  ? 

•Ratit.  BEAUCHAMP  said,  that  the 
Bill  was  not  the  Bill  of  the  Government, 
but  had  been  introduced  into  the  other 
House  of  Parliament  by  an  independent 
Member,  and  only  dealt  with  a  very 
small  matter.  The  ohan&^e  in  the  law 
it  proposed  was  very  shght.  If  any 
Amendments  were  made  in  the  Bill 
there  might  be  no  time  to  obtain  the 
assent  of  the  other  House.  [The  noble 
Earl  was  understood  to  answer  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Aberdare) 
in  the  negative.] 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  said, 
he  thought  nothing  was  more  absurd 
than  to  bring  in  a  little  Bill  of  this  kind 
to  make  an  exception  to  the  general  law. 
It  would  introduce  a  complete  anomaly 
into  the  law ;  and  he  was  surprised  to 
see  their  Lordships  agreeing  to  a  Bill 
like  this  on  the  eve  of  an  Election, 
simply  because  of  the  advantage  it 
might  give  the  Government  in  the  coun- 
try. There  was  a  distinct  difference 
between  certain  licences,  and  this  Bill 

?ropoBed  to  break  down  that  distinction, 
'he  Bill  would  do  very  little  good ;  but 
he  did  not  think  it  would  do  any  harm. 
Earl  STANHOPE  remarked,  that  the 
noble  Earl  who  last  spoke  had  stigma- 
tized this  measure  as  a  trumpery  little 
Bill.  Then  why  should  he  mase  such  a 
fuss  about  it  ? 

LoHJD  DENMAN  said,  that  the  front 
Opposition  Bench  seemed  so  sure  of  ob- 
taining OfficOi  that  they  might  add  the 
controi  of  the  licensing  Conunittee  in 


the  next  Parliament.  He  had  seen  in 
the  newspaper  ( The  Echo)  that  a  noble 
agitator  had  had  a  fall  in  the  Yale  of 
Aylesbury,  and  so,  like  about  to  be  Tic- 
torious  Caesar,  had  taken  possession  of 
England ;  but  very  often — 

'^Minaces 
«  Turpe  Boluin  tetigere  mcnto ;  ** 

and  it  was  perfectly  ridiculous  to  sap- 
pose  that  the  country  would  be  infinenced 
by  die  constant  and  petty  criticisms  to 
which,  on  the  part  of  noble  Lords  oppo- 
site, a  Ministry  on  its  trial  had  been  on- 
fairly  subjected. 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  House  in  Conunittee 
accordingly. 

Bill   reported   without    Amendment; 
and  to  be  read  S*  on  Monday  next 

House  adjoomod  at  half  ptit  ^ 

o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 

Two  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Driday,  I2th  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.]— SuppLT-.e(Mi«tVi^rctf  in  Committti 
— Heeolutions  [Marcli  11]  reported, 

Wats  and  Mbans — ctmeidered  in  OemmUUe- 
Reeolutione  [March  111  reported, 

PcBLio  Bills  —  Ordered — Firet  Meodim§-C^ 
toms  and  Inland  Rerenne*  [111];  Coondi- 
dated  Fund  (Appropriatioii)  *. 

Select  Committee—Eeport'^Uedical  Act  (1858} 
Amendment  (No.  sj*  [No.  131]. 

Committe^-^Iteport^Third  J^mAW— Annr  Di»- 
cipline  and  Begolation  (Annnal)  *  [106j,  u^ 
paeeed. 

Reported  without  Amendment  —  Medicil  ict 
(1858)  Amendment  (No.  3)*  [67];  Xedieil 
Act  (1868)  Amendment  (No.  2)  »  [37] ;  Medi- 
cal Act  (1858)  Amendment*  [10];  Maiad 
Appointmenta  Qnalificationa  *  |7l1. 
[Bills  not  fortiier  proceeded  witL] 

Third  J?«Mfifv— Gonwlidated  Fond  (No.  I)': 
Common  Law  Procedore  and  JodicatareAc^ 
Amendment  *  [80],  and  paeeed. 

The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  dodc. 
QUESTIONa. 

■oiO»oi     ' 

EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT  {IRELA>T)) 
—  SALARIES   OF   INSPECTORS  OF 
ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION. 
Majob  NOLAN  asked  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland,  If  the  Intpeotoit  of 
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tary  Edacation  in  Ireland  are 
the  same  rate  as  the  English 
irs? 

r.  LOWTHER,  in  reply,  said, 
V  were  not  paid  the  same  sala- 
l  possibly  tne  hon.  and  gallant 
'  might  be  aware  that  the  scale 
ies  in  the  two  countries  were 
different,  that  of  Ireland  being 
.  amount  than  that  of  England. 

tSITY   EDUCATION    (IRELAND) 
ACT. 

P.  MARTIN  asked  the  Chief 
7  for  Ireland,  What  steps,  if 
re  been  taken  on  the  part  of  the 
nent  to  give  effect  to  the  provi- 
•ntained  in  the  Act  passed  last 
to  extend  the  benefits  connected 
liyersity  Education  in  Ireland; 
le  Chancellor,  Vice  Chancellor, 
Ate  of  the  University  proposed 
(tablished  under  the  said  Act,  or 
i  which  of  them,  been  as  yet 
ed,  and  would  he  state  the  names 
»  persons  so  appointed ;  and,  if 
>intments  to  the  Senate  have  not 
mpleted,  when  does  he  anticipate 
e  will  be  completed  and  made 

r.  LOWTHER :  Sir,  steps  have 
ken  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ith  regard  to  this  matter,  and  a 
has  been  prepared  and  is  nearly 
The  Chancellor  and  the  Members 
enate  have  already  been  named  ; 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
>  the  Act,  he  will  see  that,  under 
dsions,  the  Vice  Chancellor  is  to 
>inted  by  the  Senate  itself.  As 
lames  of  the  Senators,  I  cannot 
m  the  appointments  will  be  for- 
anounced. 

P.  MARTIN :  Might  I  ask  the 
>n.  Gentleman,  When  the  Char- 
the  names  will  be  made  known 
mblic  ? 

J.  LOWTHER :  Under  present 
tances,  as  a  good  many  of  those 
ed  will  be  otherwise  engaged 
lort  time  henceforward,  I  cannot 
cisely  when  the  information  will 
•n  to  the  public ;  but  it  will  be 


SOP  OF  DISTRESS  (IREL.VND)— 
H8TRIBUTI0N  OF  SEEDS. 

P.  MARTIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  Has  any 


power  been  given  to  Receivers  under  the 
Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland  to  purchase 
and  distribute,  on  such  terms  and  in 
such  manner  as  may  be  deemed  by  them 
advisable,  seeds  amongst  those  tenants 
under  the  Court  who  may  be  now  un- 
able to  purchase  seeds  ;  and,  if  not,  has 
the  Court  of  Chancery  power  to  imitate 
in  this  respect  the  example  shown  by 
many  landlords  in  Ireland  ? 

Mb.  J.  LOWTHER:  Sir, I  am  given  to 
understand  there  is  no  power  given  by 
law  to  carry  out  the  proposal  which  the 
hon.and  learned  Gentleman  suggests ;  but 
he  is,  no  doubt,  aware  that  the  supply 
of  seeds  in  the  distressed  districts  will 
be  made  under  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
under  the  operation  of  the  Statute  re- 
cently passed  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  p.  MARTIN :  Might  I  ask. 
Whether,  in  point  of  fact,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  give  directions  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  schedule  all  the  Unions 
in  Ireland,  and  not  to  restrict  the  dis- 
tribution of  seeds  to  those  in  the  pre- 
sent Schedule? 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER :  Sir,  I  fear  I 
would  not  be  keeping  faith  with  Parlia- 
ment if  I  scheduled  the  whole  of  the 
Unions  in  Ireland.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  scheduled,  I  believe, 
up  to  the  present  time,  117  Unions  in 
Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  seed  supply. 
Of  course,  each  Union  will  be  considered 
on  its  own  merits ;  but  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  will  see  that  I  cannot 
undertake  to  schedule  all  of  them. 

Mr.  O'CONNOR  POWER  :  Perhaps 
it  would  be  convenient  now  for  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  answer  the  Question 
of  which  I  have  given  Notice — If  it  is 
true  that  some  of  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians in  Mayo  decline  to  grant  loans  of 
seed  oats  and  seed  potatoes  to  farmers 
holding  land  under  a  £4  population; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  take  steps  to 
carry  out  the  Clause  of  the  Act  provid- 
ing for  the  issue  of  such  loans  to  farmers 
holding  land  under  £4,  as  well  as  to 
those  of  a  higher  valuation  ? 

Mr.  J.  LOAVTHER :  Sir,  I  have  not 
heard,  previous  to  the  Notice  given  by 
the  hon.  Member,  that  any  Report  such 
as  that  to  which  he  alludes  nas  been 
presented.  I  sent  a  message  to  Ireland 
to  make  inquiries,  and  I  iind  that  no 
such  statement  has  come  before  the 
Local  Government  Board.  I  learned  the 
other  day  that  four  Boards  of  Guardians 
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in  Ireland  had  declined  to  g^ant  loans, 
and  the  Local  Government  Board  ad- 
dressed to  them  a  positive  order,  re- 
quiring them  to  put  in  the  provisions  of 
the  Seed  Act ;  and  the  decision  at  which 
the  Boards  fortunately  arrived  was 
that  they  would  comply  with  the  Act. 
As  I  stated  in  the  House  the  other  day, 
the  duty  of  all  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians is  to  confine  themselves  to  canying 
out  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  I  never 
heard  any  idea  about  drawing  a  line 
on  account  of  the  amount  of  the  valua- 
tion, and,  as  far  as  I  know,  there  has 
been  no  distinction  of  the  kind  drawn. 

RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS  (IRELAND)  ACT 
—RETURN  OF  LOANS. 

Major  NOLAN:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  If,  before 
the  Dissolution  of  Parliament,  he  will 
lay  upon  the  Table  a  Betum  of  the 
amount  of  money  which  has  been  bor- 
rowed by  each  barony  in  Ireland  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Belief  Act  ? 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER :  I  see,  Sir,  no 
objection  to  issuing  the  Betum  asked 
for. 

LOCAL   COURTS   OF  BANKRUPTCY 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Mr.  CALLAN  :  Sir,  in  the  absence  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General,  I  would  ask  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  What  are  the 
intentions  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
with  respect  to  the  Local  Courts  of  Bank- 
ruptcy (Ireland)  Bill?  It  has  not  been  cir- 
culated as  yet,  and  I  see  that  it  is  set  down 
for  second  reading  on  Monday.  I  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  If  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  proceed 
with  the  Bill,  which  last  year  was  so 

fenerally  opposed,  in  the  absence  of  the 
rish     Members,    who    last    year    had 
Amendments  on  the  Paper  ? 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  It  is  intended  to  proceed  with 
the  Bill,  and  I  suppose  there  will  be  a 
debate  on  it  on  Monday ;  if  not,  we  shall 
proceed  with  it  on  the  earliest  possible 
day. 

Afterwards, 

Mr.  CALLAN  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  Whether,  seeing  the 
three  pages  of  Amendments  that  were 
placed  on  the  Paper  with  regiurd  to  the 
Bill  by  both  Members  for  the  City  of 

Mr.  J.  Lowth$r 


Dublin,  the  Member  for  the  Gtr  of 
Limerick,  the  Member  for  Kilkenny,  and 
five  other  Members,  he  would  still 
persist  in  forcing  on  the  Bill  in  their 

absence  ?  

Tkb  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QXJEB,  in  reply,  said,  he  was  afiraid  he 
could  not  give  an  answer  to  that  Ques- 
tion in  the  present  state  of  the  Order 
Book. 


RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS  (IRELAXBl-THi: 
DUNDALK  TJXIOX. 

Mr.  CALLAN  asked  the  Chief  Seen- 
tary  for  Ireland,  as  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  Whether  the 
Board  of  Ghiardians  of  the  Dundilk 
Union  have  made  application  to  hare 
that  Union  placed  on  the  Schedule  and 
have  been  refused;  and,  whether  the 
Local  Government  Board  should  not 
have  directed  them  to  plaoe  it  on  the 
list  of  Scheduled  Unions,  in  accordance 
with  that  demand  ? 

Mr.  J.  LOWTHER,  in  reply,  said, 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  knew,  tnere  were 
two  classes  of  Scheduler— one  was  for 
the  purpose  of  granting  loans  to  kod- 
lords,  and  the  other  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  loans  for  seed  to  be  granted. 
With  regard  to  the  first,  notice  to  the 
Board  of  Works  was  required  by  the 
29th  February,  and  it  was  too  late  nor 
to  take  action  in  that.    \^th  respect  to 
the  other  Schedule,  he  could  not  say.  at 
the  present  moment,  whether  Dondilk 
was  on  the  list  or  not ;  but  he  would  in- 
quire. 

ARMY  — THE  AUXILIARY  FORCES - 
EASTER  MONDAY  VOLUNTEER  RE- 
VIEW—THE GENERAL  ELECTION. 

General  SHUTE  (for  Mr.  Ashbtbt) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Wtr* 
Whether,  having  regard  to  the  ezpeDM 
incurred  in  Brixton  and  elsewhers  in 
connection  with  the  contemplated  Eaitflf 
Monday  Beview,  HerMi^eBty's  Oorcm- 
ment  can  modify  any  existing  regolt- 
tions  in  such  way  as  to  idlow  the  pro- 
posed review  to  take  place  ? 

Colonel  STANLEY :  I  regret,  Sir, 
to  sav  I  do  not  see  my  way  to  recom- 
mend any  modification  of  the  existifig 
Regulations.  The  Begulations  provide, 
as  I  stated  the  other  day,  that  no  i«* 
sembly  of  Volunteers  is  to  take  plice 
between  the  issue  of  a  Writ  for  the 
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n  of  a  Member  of  Parliament  and 
»mination  or  election  day,  in  any 
^h  or  county  where  their  head- 
n  may  be.  Apart  from  the  diffi- 
ezisting  at  Breton,  there  would 
rtionably  be  great  inconvenience 
wing  the  Begulations  to  be  re- 
1  in  other  places  where  Volun- 
eould  have  to  assemble.  I  am 
enscious  of,  and  feel  deeply  for, 
appointment  which  may  be  occa- 

to  those  at  Brighton  and  else- 
oonoemed  in  this  Beview ;  and, 
kve  before  said,  I  hope  the  autho- 
rill  be  able,  in  the  event  of  the 
f  taking  place  at  Whitsuntide,  to 
similar  laoilities  to  those  which 
ere  prepared  to  grant  at  Easter. 
)t  see  my  way  to  recommend  what 
»en  proposed  by  some  persons — 
%  that  a  short  Act  of  Parliament 
be  passed  to  enable  the  Eeview 

place.  I  do  not  think  it  would 
bi,  nor  do  I  think  it  would  be 
ftble,  if  it  were  proposed.  I  am 
ipared  to  waive  the  Begulations 
section  16,  which  I  have  power 
yt  to  alter  them  for  this  particular 
n;  nor  do  I  think  it  would  be 
nt  wise  to  do  so.    At  the  same 

feel  very  much  for  the  expense 
ih  persons  have  been  put  locally 
MTwise.  If  any  facilities  can  be 
by  the  authorities  after  Easter, 
tsantide,  or  at  some  other  time, 
be  ready  to  grant  them. 
oulSHUTE:  As  the  right  hon. 
illant  Gentleman  has  spoken  of 
ling  the  Beview,  will  he  state 
nangements  he  would  propose  to 
a  the  event  of  its  being  held  at 
mtide? 

IWL  STANLEY :  Well,  Sir,  I  can 
Kie  what  my  present  opinion  may 

0  arrangements  which  might  be 
but,  of  course,  it  must  rest  with 
liorities  when  the  time  comes  to 
ith  the  question.    I  would  say 

I  should  have  to  deal  with  the 

1  should  endeavour  to  see  what 
dee  there  were  in  the  way — what 
iee  there  would  be  at  Whitsuntide 
tadnotexisted  at  an  earlier  period; 
hould  endeavour,  by  local  inquiry 
rwise,  to  see  how  those  difficulties 
le  overcome.  By  local  arrange- 
me  compromise  might  be  arrived 
ere  were  difficulties  as  to  cost  and 
I ;  but  if  that  were  regarded  as 
icable,   I  should    endeavour  to 


give  such  facilities  as  the  Government 
could  afford  in  connection  with  Brighton 
or  elsewhere,  and  to  make  the  best  ar- 
rangements of  which  the  circumstances 
of  the  moment  would  admit. 

TREATY  OF  BERLIN— BULGARIA— THE 
VARNA  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

Me.  MAO  IVEB  asked  the  TTnder 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
If  it  is  the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  interfere,  either  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  G-reat  Powers, 
or  without  such  co-operation,  to  compel 
the  Bulgarian  Government  to  fulfil  the 
conditions  of  the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  signed 
on  the  Idth  July  1878,  so  far  as  it  r^tes 
to  the  Varna  Bail  way  Company  ? 

Mr.  BOUBKE  :  Sir,  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  been  in  communica- 
tion with  the  Government  of  the  Prin- 
cipality upon  this  question ;  and  Her 
Majesty's  Diplomatic  Agent  at  Bucharest 
has  given,  and  will  continue  to  give,  the 
utmost  assistance  in  his  power  to  pro- 
cure a  full  execution  by  the  Bulgarian 
Government  of  the  stipulations  contained 
in  the  Treaty.  They  trust,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  the  Qt)yem- 
ment  of  the  JPrince  is  animated  by  an 
earnest  desire  scrupulously  to  execute 
his  obligations  in  that  respect. 

MERCANTILE  MARINE  —  TRANSMIS- 
SION OF  SEA^IEN'S  WAGES  — THE 
"MIDGE'*  SCHEME. 

Me.  BITCHIE  asked  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  one  of  the  results  of  the 
scheme  under  the  management  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  commonly  called  the 
''Midge"  Scheme,  for  the  transmission 
of  seamen's  wages,  is  to  take  out  of  the 
east  of  London  considerable  sums  of 
money  which  would  otherwise  be  spent 
there,  while  at  the  same  time,  from  the 
scheme  being  confined  to  London,  no 
money  is  transmitted  to  it,  he  will,  if  the 
scheme  is  to  be  continued,  be  prepared 
to  extend  it  to  other  Ports  of  the  King- 
dom ? 

YiscouxT  8AND0N  :  Sir,  I  agree 
that  it  would  appear  hardly  reasonable 
that  men  who  land  in  London  should 
have  facilities  for  transmitting  their 
wages  away  from  London,  under  what 
is  known  as  the  ** Midge"  scheme, 
whereas  those  who  land  at  the  outports 
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sliould  have  no  facilities  for  transmitting  \ 
their  wages  to  London,  if  their  homes  i 
are  here.     I  am  happy  to  say  that  this  ' 
scheme  for  the  transmission  of  wages, 
the  credit  of  which  is  due  to  the  ad- 
mirable exertions  of  one  of  the  perma- 
nent officers  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  has 
been  eminently  successful   as    regards 
the  Port   of   London.     Inward  bound 
ships,* under  it,  are  met  by  officers  con- 
nected with  the  Board  of  Trade  before 
the  crews  land  ;  and  the  seamen  are  in- 
formed that,  if  they  desire  it,  as  soon  as 
they  are  able  to  land,  arrangements  will 
be  made  by  which  railway  tickets  will 
be  provided  for  them,  so  as  to  enable 
them  at  once  to  go  off  to  their  homes 
without    the  usual    disastrous  waiting 
about  the  purlieus  of  the  docks,  and  that 
their  wages  will  be  transmitted  to  the 
port  where  they  live.     A  large  number 
of  men  have  gladly  availed  themselves 
of  this  benefit,  and  as  much  as  £50,000 
has  been  transmitted  in  this  way  during 
the  two  years  in  which  this  scheme  has 
been  in  operation.   I  have  been  so  satis- 
fied with  its  effect  in  London,  and  have 
found  it    so   acceptable  both  to  ship- 
owners and  men,   that  during  the  last 
few  months  I  have  made  arrangements, 
with  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  local 
shipowners,  by  which  the  same  system 
will  be  established  very  shortly  at  liiver- 
pool,  on  the  Clyde,  at  Cardiff,  at  Ply- 
mouth, at  Bristol,  Dundee,  Shields,  and 
Swansea.     I  have  good  hopes  of  being 
able  to   extend  still  further  a  system 
which  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  as 
I  did  not  originate  it,  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  most  hopeful  arrangements 
for  improving  the  condition  of  British 
seamen  and  for  meeting  the  increasing 
desire  of  the  sailor  for  a  better  state  of 
things. 

TREATY  OF  BERLIN— TURKEY  AND 
GREECE— RECTIFICATION  OF  THE 
FRONTIER— THE  COMMISSION. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  the  Commission  on  the 
Grroco-Turkish  frontier  question  pro- 
posed by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  bo  composed  of  representatives  of 
the  Powers  Signatories  of  the  Berlin 
Treaty  only ;  and,  whether  it  is  thereby' 
intended  to  admit  Turkey  and  exclude 
Greece  from  representation  on  that 
Commission  ? 

Vucount  Handofi 


Mr.  BOURKE  :  Sir.  the  bon.  Baroc  t 
is,  I  am  sure,  aware  that  this  propi)«4^l 
Commission  arises  oat  of  the  Frotociil. 
and  that  it  will,  therefore,  be  compos^i 
of  Representatives  of  the  mediatorr 
Powers.  I  will  answer  the  last  part  of 
the  Question  in  the  negative. 

THE   PROPOSED    MINISTER    OF  COM- 
MERGE  AND  AGRICULTURE. 

Sir  BALDWYN  LEIGHTOX  a^ked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe> 
ther  the  Gx>vemment  is  disposed  to  give 
effect  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Hoiue  of 
last  Session  in  favour  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Minister  of  Commerce  and 
Agriculture,  of  adequate  position  and 
authority,  either  by  a  reconstitution  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  a  Secretazy  for 
Agriculture,  or  otherwise  ?  

The  CHANCELLOR  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a  matter 
which  has,  of  course,  been  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Gk>vemment,  and 
communications  have  taken  place   be- 
tween the  Departments  principally  in- 
terested in  the  subject-matter  to  which 
it  refers.    The  difficulties  and  obiectioni 
which  were  stated  in  debate  to  the  veij 
great  change  which  was  insisted  npon 
in  the  House  have  rather  grown  thin 
diminished  in  the  coarse  of  examination, 
and  we  have  not  been  able  to  arrive  it 
a  satisfactory  conclusion  with  regard  to 
the  best  steps  to  be  taken ;    but  we  do 
hope  to  be  able  to  make  some  improre- 
ments  in  the  direction  of  the  R^KUution 
of  the  House,  though  without  going  to 
the  full  length  of  that  Resolution.    I  am 
not  able,  at  the  present  moment,  to  make 
any  furtlier  statement. 

AFGHANISTAN— THE  WAE— EXECT- 
TIOXS  AT  CABUL—GEKERAL  ROBEBIS* 

REPORT. 

Mb.  E.  STANHOPE:    Sir,  a  good 
many  Questions  ha^e  been  asked,  ee- 

Eecially  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Uem- 
er  for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles  W.  DOke). 
with  reference  to  the  Report  of  Gkneral 
Roberts ;  and,  therefore,  I  take  the  ear- 
liest opportunity  of  informing  the  House 
that  we  have  now  received  &e  Report, 
and  at  once  lay  it  on  the  Table. 

THE  DESPATCH  OF  INDIAN  TROOPS 
TO  MALTA— THE  RETURN  OF  COST. 

Mb.    COURTNEY   (for   Mr.    Mck- 
della)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  I^- 
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eqaer,  If  he  will  state  approximately 
e  nmnber  of  officers,  men,  horses,  and 
mp-followers  brought  from  India  to 
slta  and  Oyprus  in  the  year  1878,  to- 
•ther  with  the  cost  of  transport  from 
d  to  India ;  also  of  the  cost  of  provi- 
MiB»  pay,  and  allowances ;  also  alio w- 
loea  to  soldiers'  families  in  India,  and 

all  other  expenses  incidental  to  and 
naequent  upon  the  bringing  of  the 
idian  troops  to  the  Mediterranean, 
liether  defiriayed  out  of  Imperial  or  In- 
an  ftinds? 

Th»  chancellor  ofthb  EXCHE- 
UJfiU:  Sir,  I  have  made  inquiries 
Km  this  subject  both  at  the  India  Office 
id  at  the  War  Office,  and  I  have  taVen 
it  the  information  which  I  have  re- 
ined from  those  two  Offices  and  put  it 
mther.  I  find  that  of  European 
Soers  there  were  128  sent  from  India  to 
jilta,  and  115  sent  to  Cyprus.  Of  Eu- 
pean  troops,  there  were  336  sent  to 
Alta  and  178  to  Cyprus.  Of  Native 
Been,  126  were  sent  to  Malta  and  116 

Cyprus;  and  of  Native  troops,  5,540 
aie  lent  to  Malta  and  5,045  to  Cyprus. 
f  horaes,  there  were  1,340  sent  to 
.alta  and  780  to  Cyprus.  Of  camp- 
Uowers,  2,511  went  to  Malta  and  1,777 
)  Ojjrpms.  As  to  the  cost  of  transport 
om  and  to  India,  the  cost  is  stated  at 
186,439  2«.  7d.  That  represents  the 
im  that  was  mentioned  by  my  hon. 
riend  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stato  for 
idia  yesterday  as  £470,000  approxi- 
ately ;  but  it  is  stated  more  precisely  at 
186,000.  That  gives  the  whole  of  the 
finmation  of  which  the  India  and  War 
SBoea  are  now  in  possession;  but,  in 
Idition,  there  is  a  third  item,  which 
maa  from  the  Navy — I  think  from  the 
imiralty.  The  cost  of  provisions,  pay, 
id  allowances,  including  allowances  to 
Idiers'  families,  in  India,  and  all  other 
qpenaee  incidental  to  and  consequent 
I  the  bringing  of  the  troops  from  India, 
liether  defrayed  out  of  Indian  or  Im- 
iriiil  ftmds,  is  £310,230,  which  makes 
total  of  approximate  estimate  of 
796,670.  I  have,  however,  been  in- 
inned  that  there  has  been  an  estimate 
MseiTed  from  the  Qovemment  of  India, 
hioh  shows  a  probable  expenditure  of 
boat  £50,000  in  excess  of  that  total. 
hat  is  the  point  on  which  adjustment  is 
ill  to  be  made,  and  which  has  rendered 
:  impossible  to  lay  a  formal  statement 

a  the  Table.  A  telegram  has  been  sent 
I  India  for  further  information  on  this 


point ;  but  no  answer  has  yet  been  re 
coived. 

Mr.  FAWOETT  inquired  what  por- 
tion of  the  expense  would  be  borne  by 
India  ? 

TnR  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER: Although  the  phrase  **  whether 
defrayed  out  of  Indian  or  Imperial 
funds  "  occurs  in  my  answer,  the  whole 
of  the  expense  will  be  borne  by*  Eng- 
land. Whatever  may  have  been  paid 
out  of  Indian  funds  will  be  repayable 
from  the  Imperial  Exchequer,  I  appre- 
hend. 

PARLIAMENT— BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE— TUE  DISSOLUTION. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER intimated  that  the  most  con- 
venient course  for  taking  the  discussion 
on  the  Budget  Resolutions  would  be  on 
the  reading  of  the  Probate  Duty  Bill, 
instead  of  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Budget  Bill,  as  the  alteration  of  the 
probate  duty  could  not  be  discussed  on 
the  Budget  Bill,  but  the  general  finance 
of  the  Government  could  be  discussed 
on  the  Probate  Duty  Bill.  He,  there- 
fore, proposed  to  put  the  Probate  Bill 
down  as  the  first  Order  on  Monday.  It 
would  also  be  necessary  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  give  effect  to  the  proposed  ex- 
tinction of  the  Debt  by  altering  the 
amount  of  £28,000,000  set  apart  for  the 
payment  of  the  Debt  to  £28,800,000. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  said,  that  as  he 
spoke  on  the  subject  yesterday,he  might, 
perhaps,  be  allowed  to  say  now  that  he 
entirely  agreed  with  what  had  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer. 

Sir  HENRY  JAME8  wished  to  know 
what  was  to  be  done  with  the  Corrupt 
Practices  Bill,  and  sugc^ested  that  it 
should  not  be  taken  until  Monday,  as  a 
good  many  of  the  legal  Members,  who 
were  interested  in  the  Bill,  had  gone 
away,  under  the  impression  that  it  would 
be  post]K)ned  until  then. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER consented  to  defer  it  until  Mon- 
day. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  wished  to 
know  whether  Scotland  was  to  be  left 
out  of  the  Bill  or  not  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  pointed  out  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney  General 
would  move  an  Amendment  to  exclude 
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Scotland  from  the  operation  of  the  clause 
as  to  the  convevance  of  voters. 

Mr.  ONSLOW  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther there  was  any  truth  in  the  report 
that  the  House  would  not  sit  every  day 
next  week,  as  it  would  be  convenient  for 
hon.  Members  to  know  ? 

THEOnANOELLORoFTHE  EXCHE- 
QUER,  in  reply,  said,  he  should  be  glad 
if  he  knew  himself.  Of  course,  the 
G-ovemment  would  not  ask  the  House  to 
take  the  trouble  of  meeting  if  there  was 
no  important  Business  to  go  on  with. 
But  there  was  certain  Business  that 
must  be  got  through  before  the  Dissolu- 
tion, and  certainly  it  would  be  necessary 
to  sit  two  or  three  days  next  week.  The 
G-overnment  proposed  to  take  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  for  Government  Busi- 
ness, and  whether  thoy  would  get  through 
their  Business  on  Thursday  or  Friday 
he  could  not  say ;  but  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  sit  pretty  near  the  end  of  the 
week  in  order  to  send  up  the  Finance 
Bills  to  the  Lords  in  time  to  enable  the 
other  House  to  discuss  them. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  ARHY— LORD 
AIREYS  CO^IMTTTEE. 

In  reply  to  General  Shtte, 

Colonel  STANLEY  said,  that  the 
Report  of  Lord  Airey's  Committee  on 
the  Organization  of  the  Army  had  been 
sigpied  within  the  last  few  days  and  pre- 
sented. It  was  a  very  voluminous  docu- 
ment, and  he  was  unable  to  give  any 
pledge  at  this  moment  as  to  when  it 
would  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House. 

ORDERS   OF  THE  BAY. 


SUPPLY— REPORT. 
Resolutions  [11th  March]  reported. 

First  Resolution  agreed  to. 

Second  Resolution  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  said  Resolution  be  now  read 
a  second  time." — (J/r.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,) 

Sm  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  for 
an  explanation  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
Treasury  Chest  in  South  Africa?  It 
appeared  to  him  to  be  simply  a  euphuism 
for  almost  unlimited  licence  to  the  co- 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 


lonial  authorities  and   commanders  to 
put  their  hands  into  the  pockets  of  the 
British  taxpayer.    On  a  former  oocuicni, 
the  right  non.   Gentleman    the  Gua- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  explained  the 
source  from  which  the  military  cheet  in 
South  Africa  was  replenished.     He  had 
said  that  bills  were  arawn  by  the  Soath 
African  authorities  on  the  Treasury  in 
this  country  at  a  long  date,  and  that  *th^ 
were  paid  some  months  afterwards.   He 
(Sir  George  Campbell)  wished  to  know 
if  there  was  no  check  on  the  practice, 
and  whether  these  bills  were  drawn  with 
some  previous  authority  from  Her  Mi- 
jesty's  Goyemment  ?  He  would  like  alw 
to  know  whether  this  practice  was  to  be 
confined  to  the  campaign  in  South  Africa, 
or  was  to  be  extendi  to  the  other  Co- 
lonies, so  that  military  authorities  might 
haye  power  to  establish  a  military  chrct. 
and  supply  it  by  bills  drawn  upon  us?  It 
seemea  that  this  money  they  were  now 
called  on  to  yote  was  not  expended  upon 
British  troops;  but  that  somedistorbasce 
haying  taken  place  in  this  Colony,  the 
Qoyernor  callea  on  the  Colonists  to  fi^t 
their  own  battle,  and,  for  fighting  their 
own  battle,  paid  them  out  of  the  pocket 
of  the  British  taxpayer.     It  seemed  to 
him  that  there  was  great  inconyenienoe 
attaching  to  this  practice.     The  conie- 
quence  of  getting  money  so  easily  wu 
that  the  Colonists  would  neyer  repay  the 
principal.    The  Chancellor  of  tne  Ex- 
chequer had  a  sanguine  hope  that  ther 
would  repay  it ;  but  that  hope  was  nerer 
likely  to  be  fulfilled. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUEB  said,  he  was  perfectly  aware  of 
the  inconyenienoe  that  attached  to  the 
s^'stem  of  drawing  upon  the  Treamy 
Chest ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  by 
no  means  easy  to  find  a  remedj.    It  wti 
absolutely  necessary,  when  an  Army  wti 
in  the  field,  that  there  should  be  meaniof 
supplying  that  Army ;  and  upon  the  re* 
quisition  of  the  general  commandiag, 
the  officer  in  chs^rge  of  ^e  Tieasuy 
Chest  made  adyances  upon  the  antho* 
rity  of  the  commander.      That  being 
done,  he  informed  the  Ooremmant  at 
home,  and  proyision  was  made  in  a  pio- 
per  manner  by  a  Vote  in  Parliament  for 
supplying  the  sums  that  had  been  lo 
drawn.  In  this  case,  the  draft  was  made, 
and  the  sum  adyanced  on  the  order,  net 
of   any    full    authority,    but    of   Lofrd 
Chelmsford,  who  was  in  command.    He 
thought  it  necessary  to  make  the  draft, 
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•ad  Hhd  money  was  paid  by  the  com- 
miwariat  officer.  The  Treasury  was  ad- 
liaed  of  it  in  the  usual  way,  and  pro- 
Tiiion  had  been  made  for  it.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  mode  in  which  the  money 
■hould  be  supplied,  whether  it  should  be 
kept  alwajTS  on  the  spot,  or  whether  they 
■hoald  adopt  the  more  convenient  prac- 
tioo  of  drawing  bills  on  home,  was  a 
matter  of  detail.  The  question  of  autho- 
rity for  drawing  on  the  Treasury  Chest 
was  one  of  serious  character.  He  quite 
admitted  it  was  open  to  considerable 
abuse,  though  he  was  not  prepared  to 
■ay  it  had  been  abused.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  a  power  they  could  not  take 
away  without  causing  considerable  in- 
eoATenienoe  in  the  field.  He  hoped  they 
miffht  be  able  to  consider  the  matter, 
and  see  whether  any  better  arrange- 
ment oonld  be  adopted.  He  would  not 
go  into  the  question  of  the  prospects  of 
re-payment  further  than  to  say  that  he 
thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Sir 
Oeorge  Campbell)  somewhat  understated 
the  probability  of  their  receiving  sub- 
stantial re-payment. 

OmrERAL  8xB  GEOEGE  BALFOUE 
saidy  it  appeared  to  him  they  were  dis- 
oosaing  a  question  of  money  expended 
in  war  operations  in  South  Africa  in- 
stead of  considering  whether  the  right 
lum.  G^tleman  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  really  power  to  order 
any  expense  on  acoouut  of  the  war,  with- 
out the  previous  sanction  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  Although  he  quite  agreed 
that  the  Commander-in-Chief  must  be 
allowed  to  exercise  his  judgment  in  re- 
spect to  advancing  money  out  of  the 
iVeasuxy  Chest,  stul  the  exercise  of  that 
judgment  ought  not  to  be  carried  out 
without  some  justification  with  regard  to 
his  instructions  and  powers.  It  ought  to 
be  shown  to  the  House  what  authority  was 

£>en  to  the  commanding  officer  in  the 
dd  to  use  the  public  monev,  some  of 
which,,  at  least,  appeared  to  Lave  boon 
sanctioned  for  war  purposes  beyond  tho 
range  of  the  command  of  Lord  Cheluis- 
lbr£  He,  therefore,  as  the  question  had 
been  raised  as  to  the  power  of  Lord 
Chelmsford  to  draw  on  tlie  Treasury 
Chest,  now  raised  the  question  of  tho 
right  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  supply  any  money  on  account  of  tlio 
war  lor  South  Africa. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bemaining  Resolutions  agreed  to. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS— REPORT. 
Eesolutions  [11th  March]  reported, 

Eesolutions  read  a  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'  That  the  said  Eesolution  be  now  read 
a  second  time." — {Mr,  Chancellor  of  th$ 
Exchequer,) 

AFGHANISTAN— THE  WAR-EXPENSES 
OF  MIUTARY  OPERATIONS. 

BE80LT7TIOK. 

Mr.  FAWCETT,  in  rising  to  call  at- 
tention  to  the  apportionment  of  the  cost 
of  the  War  in  Afghanistan,  and  to 
move — 

**  That,  in  view  of  the  declarations  which 
have  been  officially  made  that  the  Afghan  War 
was  undertaken  in  the  joint  interests  of  En^ 
land  and  India,  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  it 
is  unjust  to  defray  out  of  the  Revenues  of  India 
tho  whole  of  the  expenditure  incurred  in  the 
renewal  of  hostilities  with  Afghanistan," 

said,  he  proposed  to  do  so  with  the  ut- 
most brevity  and  succinctness.  If  the 
premisses  laid  down  by  the  right  hon. 
G-entleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  on  the  previous  evening,  with 
respect  to  the  expenses  of  the  war,  had 
been  correct,  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  been  un- 
answerable ;  and  had  the  Afghan  War 
been  truly  an  Indian  war,  he  (Mr. 
Faweett),  like  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
for  the  sake  of  maintaining  the  financial 
independence  of  India,  so  far  from  bring- 
ing forward  his  Motion,  would  have  been 
tho  first  to  oppose  any  proposition  of  the 
kind.  But,  as  things  wore,  he  would  be 
able  to  show  that  the  premisses  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  were  in  entire  con- 
tradiction to  what  had  been  said  on  the 
subject  by  the  most  influential  Members 
of  his  own  Government,  and  also  a  flat 
contradiction  of  his  own  action  last  Ses- 
sion. He  would  trouble  the  House  with 
very  few  quotations ;  but  there  wore  some 
of  such  extreme  significance  that  he  had 
a  right  to  call  upon  the  Government  for 
an  explanation  of  tliem.  The  four 
Members  of  tho  Government  to  whoso 
utterances  ho  should  refer  wore  the  Prime 
J^Iinister,  tho  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foruigii  Ail'airs,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequor,  and  the  Viceroy  of  India ; 
and  ho  would  bo  able  to  show,  beyond 
all  possibility  of  dispute,  that,  unless 
thoir  language  was  to  be  cast  aside  as 
unmeaning,  the  Afghan  War  could  not 
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be  regarded  as  a  purely  Indian  affair. 
Now,  the  Prime  Minister,  when  asked 
in  the  other  House,  had  stated  that  the 
war  was  not   an  entirely  Indian  war, 
but  was  partly  undertaken  to  maintain 
the  influence  and  character  of  England 
in  Europe.     The  Foreign  Secretary  had 
again  and  again  said  that,  in  order  to 
understand  the  policy  of  the   Govern- 
ment, it  was  necessary  for  the  country 
and  for  Parliament  to  remember  that 
our  proceedings  in  Afghanistan  were  a 
part   of    the    great  Eastern    Question. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  too, 
after  having  emphatically  declared  the 
importance  of  maintaining  the  financial 
independence  of   India,   had  admitted 
the  responsibility  of  England  for  some 
part  of  the  cost  of  the  war  by  himself 
proposing  a  loan  of  £2,000,000,  free  of 
interest.     That  fact  alone,  and  its  asso- 
ciation with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, was  a  virtual  admission  of  the 
legal    and    equitable   responsibility    of 
England  for  a  part  of   the   expense; 
otherwise,  why  should  the  loan  have 
ever  been  advanced  at  a  time  when  the 
credit  of  India  was    not  affected,  and 
when  it  would  have  been  easy  to  raise 
the  money  in  England  ?    Of  course,  if 
the  House  had  not  admitted  the  responsi- 
bility of  this  country,  it  would  have 
been  better  to  allow  India  to  raise  the 
money  herself.     He  came  next  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Yiceroy  of  India,   and 
laid  particular  stress  on  his  words,  be- 
cause the  noble  Lord  had  since  com- 
pletely shifted  his  ground.     Two  years 
ago,   when  the  Afghan  policy  of  the 
Government  was  before  the  House  and 
the  country,  with  a  view  to  its  approval, 
no  opportunity  was  lost  in  exhibiting  the 
war  as  an  instance  of  a  ^eat  Imperial 
policy;  but  now,  when  the  bill  had  to 
be  paid,  the  operations  in  Afghanistan 
were  represented  as   a  mere   Frontier 
war.     The  Yiceroy,  soon  after  his  arrival 
in  India,  in  a  memorable  speech  in  de- 
fence of  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
never  used  a  single  expression  which 
could  justify  the  conclusion  that  the  war 
was  simply  a  Frontier  war.     His  words 
were — 

*'  I  camo  to  India ;  and  just  ^f•fo^e  li-aving 
England  for  India  I  had  frtqiient  inttrviewH 
with  Lord  Salisburv',  the  then  Indian  ^^tcn'tarv, 
and  I  came  out  »i»ocially  insti uctcd  to  treat  tho 
Indian  Frontier  (jinstinn  ad  an  indivi^!iil)ll>  part 
of  a  gnat  Inii)mal  ({uestiun,  mainly  dc'|K.'nding 
for  its  8«)hiti(in  upun  the  general  i>oIiey  of  Her 
Mnjo8ty*8  Govemmont." 

3fr,  Fnwc9lf 


After  that  dedaration,  he  (Mr.  Fawcen'; 
could  not  conceive  how  the  Grovemment 
could  ask  the  House  to  sanction  the  pro- 
ceeding that  India  should  pay  the  cost 
of  this  war  on  the  g^und  that  it  vu 
simply  an  Indian  war.     The  Chancellor 
of  tne  Exchequer  had  stated  on  the  pre- 
vious evening  that  it  would  be  a  misfor- 
tune if  the  Indian   Govemment  were 
allowed  to  engage  in  war  at  the  expenK 
of  England ;  and  that,  no   doubt,  vu 
true  enough.     But  we   should  involve 
India  in  a  similar,  or  even  a  worsen  mis- 
fortune if  all  the  cost  of  the  Afghan 
campaign  were  thrown  upon  her  people, 
for  the  Government  of  Englana  were 
carrying  on  a  war  for  their  own  pur- 
poses, and  to  maintain  the  influence  and 
character  of  England  in   Europe,  and 
they  threw  the  expense  of  that  war  npon 
the  Indian  people,  who  were  not  a  self- 
governing  people,  and  who  must  ptj 
the  bill  whether  it  was  just  or  unjust. 
Regarding  the  matter  merely  from  the 
point  of  view  of  commercial  moralitr, 
he  would  ask  hon.  Members  what  would 
be  thought  of  a  man  who  entrapped  hii 
partner  in  an  undertaking  of  which, 
while  only  partly  benefiting,  he  would 
have  to  pay  the  entire  cost  ?    The  hon. 
Member  for    Ouildford    (Mr.    Onslov) 
seemed,  the  night  before,  to  be  glad  that 
this  discussion  was  abont  to  be  railed, 
because,  he  said,  the  Conservative  Futj 
would  be  able  to  make  some  politictl 
capital    out    of  it,  by  describing  the 
Liberal  Party  as  wishing  to  increase  the 
burdens  of  the  English  taxpayers  by  the 
payment  of  the  wnole  expenses  A  the 
war.    Had  the  hon.  Gentleman  such  i 
mean  and  contemptible  opinion  of  the 
English  people  as  to  suppose  that  anj 
electioneering  advantage  could  be  gained 
by  associating  the  name  of  his  Party 
with  an  act  as  shabby  as  it  was  unjust 
and  ungenerous  ?    If  so,  he  wished  the 
hon.  Member  joy  of  such  an  electioneer- 
ing cry ;  and  if  any  advantage  could  be 
gained  by  it,  he  willingly  made  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  a  present  of  that 
advantage.     For  himselx,  there  was  no 
issue  on  which  he  (Mr.  Fawcett)  would 
rather  fight  an  election  than  on  the  one 
whether  this  countiy  should    save  its 

Sockets  at  the  expense  of  the  poor  and 
elplcss  people  of  India  on  such  a  pre- 
text ;  for  ho  could  not  believe  they  would 
gain  any  popularity  by  pursuing  a  couT^e 
which  was  unjust,  inequitable,  and,  as 
he  believed  he  could  show,  illegaL     He 
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knew  perfeoilj  well  the  two  arguments 
whioh  would  be  used  against  him.  It 
would  be  said  that  the  Goyemmeut  of 
India  wished  to  pay  the  bill,  and  that 
the  financial  condition  of  India  had 
lately  much  improved.  But  the  Go- 
Temment  of  India  need  not,  in  any 
unrepresented  country,  necessarily  be 
the  Bepresentative  of  India.  It  was 
true  the  Viceroy  and  his  Council  said 
that  India  ought  to  pay  the  bill ;  but 
then  there  was  this  significant  fact — 
that  all  the  unofficial  Members  of  the 
Council,  without  a  single  exception,  con- 
ridered  it  unjust  that  India  should  bear 
the  entire  burden.  As  to  the  improve- 
ment in  the  financial  condition  of  India, 
that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion. Even  if  her  financial  condition 
were  worse  than  it  was  last  year,  valuing 
at  he  did  the  financial  independence  of 
India,  he  would  say,  if  India  were  equit- 
ably bound  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
war,  she  ought  not  to  come  to  that 
House  for  a  single  shilling.  But  in  what 
did  this  improvement  consist  ?  Two 
branches  of  the  Hevenue  of  the  most 
uncertain  kind  were  admitted  to  have 
improved.  Indiahad obtained  £1,900, 000 
more  from  the  most  precarious  and  fluc- 
tuating revenue  of  opium,  and  had  lost 
lees  by  £1,000,000  on  the  exchanges 
than  was  expected.  Who  could  predict 
what  the  exchanges  would  be  next  year? 
Circumstances  might  make  them  more 
unfavourable.  The  rate  of  exchange 
depended  upon  the  amount  of  remittances 
which  India  had  to  make  to  England ; 
£2,000,000  were  advanced  to  India  last 
year;  consequently  next  year,  as  these 
£2,000,000  would  not  be  forthcoming, 
the  remittances  from  India  to  England 
would  have  to  be  increased  to  that 
amount.  Therefore,  the  rate  of  exchange 
would  be  more  unfavourable.  What 
was  the  position  of  India  at  present,  in 
consequence  of  our  refusal  to  make  any 
contribution  to  the  expenses  of  the 
Afghan  War  ?  Three  years  ago,  certain 
taxes  were  imposed  on  India  for  a  Bpocial 
purpose— that  of  reducing  the  Dout  in- 
curred on  account  of  famine,  and  also  of 
enabling  public  works  to  be  carried  out 
which  might  be  described  as  famine  pre- 
vention or  relief  works.  These  taxes 
were  burdensome,  and  the  mobt  Rolemn 
assurance  was  given  to  the  Indian  propio 
that  not  a  single  shilling  of  them  should 
be  devoted  to  any  other  puq)ose  but  the 
direct  or  indirect  relief  of  famine.    The 


Gbvomment,  however,  had  appropriated 
every  penny  of  those  taxes  imposed  for 
the  relief  or  prevention  of  famine  to  the 
expenses  of  the  Afghan  War.  They  had 
not  reduced  by  a  single  sixpence  the 
debts  incurred  in  the  famine  years ;  on 
the  contrary,  so  great  were  their  finan- 
cial exigencies,  they  were  obliged — and 
the  Viceroy  said  it  was  a  most  unfor- 
tunate necessity — to  diminish  now  by 
£1,000,000,  andnext  year  by  £2,000,000, 
the  amount  to  be  spent  upon  those  pub- 
lic works,  the  great  securities  against 
famine.  They  were  devoting  those  taxes 
to  a  war  which,  they  said,  had  been  un- 
dertaken to  maintain  the  character  of 
England  in  Europe.  Did  they  think  that 
right?  Why,  it  was  not  only  unjust 
and  inequitable,  but  illegal,  because,  by 
the  Government  of  India  Act  of  1858 — 
at  least  that  portion  of  it  'which  dealt 
with  the  employment  of  Indian  troops 
beyond  the  Frontier  —  when  Indian 
troops  were  so  employed  not  in  an 
Indian  war,  the  expense  should  be  borne 
by  England.  What  was  our  policy  to- 
wards self-governed  Colonies  and  to- 
wards India,  not  self-governed  ?  In  the 
self-governed  Colony  of  the  Cape  we  had 
a  war  for  which  we  were  not  responsible. 
Who  was  to  pay  for  it  ?  It  would  cost 
the  English  people  something  like 
£5,000,000.  In  India,  there  was  a  war 
for  which  the  Indian  people  were  not 
responsible — a  war  which  grew  out  of 
our  own  policy  and  action  in  Europe ; 
and  we  were  going  to  make  the  Indian 
people,  who  were  not  self-governed  and 
were  not  represented,  pay  every  six- 
pence of  the  cost.  That  consideration 
was  a  most  instructive  one,  because  it 
brought  out  in  striking  relief  the  charac- 
ter and  nature  of  this  proposal  of  the 
Government.  Whatever  might  bo  the 
fate  of  the  appeal  he  was  making  to  the 
House — and  he  did  not  think  there  was 
much  chance  of  its  success — ho  had 
reason  to  know  that  the  policy  of  the 
Government  with  respect  to  the  expenses 
of  the  Afghan  War  did  not  meet  with 
the  approval  of  their  independent  sup- 
porters outside  the  House.  It  was  a 
remarkable  iact,  a  fact  which  did  infinite 
credit  to  the  English  Press,  that  it  was 
thoso  journals  which  had  most  con- 
si.sti'Utly  supported  the  ft>reign  polity  of 
tho  Croverninent  that  most  persistently 
assort  I'd  it  was  unjust  and  ungenerous 
to  make  India  pay  the  entire  cost  of  the 
war.     They  had  taken  up  that  lino  be- 
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cause  they  saw  olearly  that  it  was  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  defend  the  Afj^han 
policy  of  the  Government  and  to  de^nd, 
at  the  same  time,  what  the  Government 
were  doing  with  regard  to  its  expense. 
If  he  were  a  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  of  its  Afghan  policy,  he  would 
be  more  anxious  than  he  was  now  to  see 
the  Motion  he  was  about  to  make  carried, 
because  he  knew  no  way  in  which  that 
that  policy  was  more  likely  to  be  dis- 
credited in  the  estimation  of  the  English 
people.  He  should  not,  therefore,  cease 
to  endeavour  to  strip  the  policy  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  of  its  Imperial 
tinsel,  and  exhibit  it  in  its  naked  form. 
**Ye8,'*  they  said,  **we  have  gone  in 
for  a  spirited  foreign  policy ;  but  we  are 
afraid  to  ask  the  English  people  to  con- 
tribute a  single  sixpence  towards  it ;  all 
our  spirited  "foreign  policy  ends  in  this — 
that  the  cost  of  our  policy  is  not  to  be 
borne  by  England,  but  be  thrown  on 
defenceless  India."  If  bethought  about 
nothing  but  Party  advantage,  he  would 
let  the  Government  go  on  as  they  were 
now  doing,  because  nothing  would  give 
the  Liberal  Party  a  greater  advantage. 
But,  in  spite  of  that,  he  ventured  to  laSke 
one  more  earnest  appeal  to  the  Govern- 
ment, because  he  knew  that  any  Party 
advantage  which  might  be  gained  would 
be  mere  dust  in  the  balance  compared 
with  the  harm  certain  to  be  inflicted  on 
our  rule  in  India  if  we  gave  the  Indian 
people  reason  to  suppose  that  we  were 
less  solicitous  for  their  welfare  because 
they  had  no  power  to  influence  our  deci- 
sion, or  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  begged,  in  conclusion,  to 
move  the  Amendment  of  which  he  had 
given  Notice. 

Me.  RATKBONE  said,  he  rose  with 
great  pleasure  to  second  the  Eesolution 
of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Hackney  (Mr.  Fawcett),  and  he  would 
do  so  no th withstanding  the  threat  that 
had  been  uttered  in  the  House  during 
the  previous  evening — namely,  that  those 
who  voted  for  it  would  soon  discover 
that  the  people  of  this  country  would 
object  to  being  called  upon  to  pay  for  the 
Afghan  War.  He  was  sorry  to  think 
that  any  such  argument  had  been  used, 
and  he  would  be  still  more  sorry  if  it  was 
likely  to  deter  anyone  from  voting  for 
the  Kesoiution  now  before  the  House. 
In  his  opinion  there  was  no  case  in  which 
it  could  be  shown  that  this  country  had 
shirked  its  responsibility,  or  liad  shrunk 
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from  any  sacrifice  which  right  and  ju- 
tice  demanded.  Some  time  since  he  had 
been  travelling  on  the  Continent,  &nd 
he  there  met  with  a  German  IVofeflsor, 
who  expressed  the  opinion  that  if  erer 
England  were  dragged  down  from  her 
high  position  it  would  be  by  her  Indian 
Empire,  where  her  responaibilitiet  were 
so  g^eat.  That  would  be  the  result,  un- 
less we  treated  India  fairly  and  juitly; 
and  he  (Mr.  Hathbone)  thought  that  un- 
less we  discharged  our  responsibilities  to 
India  with  ability,  energy,  and  self- 
sacrifice,  England  would  have  to  suffer. 
It  was  because  he  felt  thus  strongly  on 
the  question  that  he  would  not  hesitate 
to  vote  for  the  Beaolution  of  his  hon. 
Friend. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  **ThAt**  to  the 
end  of  the  Qaettion,  in  order  to  add  the  vordi 
"  in  tIow  of  the  declarations  which  hare  b«a 
officially  made  that  the  Af  g^ian  War  was  imds^ 
taken  in  the  joint  interests  of  England  aitd 
India,  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  unint 
to  de&ay  out  of  the  Revenues  of  India  the  vLl» 
of  the  expenditure  incurred  in  the  renemlof 
hostilities  with  Afghanistan," — (Jfr.  Atrnff,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 

Mb.  ONSLOW  said,  he  entirely  dif- 
fered from  the  opinion  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Bathbone) 
had  quoted ;  they  need  not  be  afraid  of 
England  being  diragged  down  by  India. 
The  Eesolution  moved  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Hacknev  (Mr.  Fawcett)  spoke  of 
'<  the  Afghan  War  being  undertaken  in 
thojointinterests  of  England  and  India;" 
but  any  war  undertaken  in  India  was 
* '  in  the  joint  interests  of  England  and 
India."     No  war  undertaken  in  that 
country  could  properly  be  described  u 
purely  an  Indian  war.    The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Hackney  had  drawn  a  parallel 
between  what  he  called  a  oo-partnery 
between  A  and  B,  where  A  spent  a  great 
deal  of  money,  and  B  refused  to  pay  his 
share.     But  there  was  no  analosy,  for 
India  was  a  consenting  agent,  andoould 
not,  therefure,  repudiate  the  cost  of  the 
war  which  had  taken  place.    The  hon. 
Gentleman  said  the  Viceroy  had  changed 
his  opinion.     He  (Mr.  Onslow)  would 
read  an  extract  from  an  Indian  news- 
paper,  in   which  the  Viceroy  had  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  on  thia  subject  in  th« 
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most  statesmanlike  manner.  LordLjtton, 
in  replying  to  a  deputation,  said — 

"Gentlemen,  yoa  have  reminded  me  of  the 
dedsimtion  made  by  my  Predecessor,  that  in  all 
HwmtmmmI  questionB  the  trne  interest  of  the  people 
of  India  is  the  only  consideration  which  the 
Goremment  of  India  has  to  regard.  I  unrcser- 
Todly  approve  and  adopt  that  declaration,  and 
whaterer  may  be  the  further  action  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  India  on  this  important  question,  it 
will  certainly  be  taken  with  exclusive  reference 
to  what  we  conscientiously  conceive  to  be  the 
higfactt,  the  widest,  and  the  most  permanent  in- 
tereets  of  the  people  of  India.  You  have  stated 
that  the  Indian  Revenue  has  been  burdened 
with  the  coet  of  the  Afghan  War  under  a  recent 
Besdution  of  Parliament.  I  doubt,  gentlemen, 
if  there  has  ever  been  in  modem  times  a  war  in 
which  such  brilliant  and  substantial  successes 
hare  been  achieved  with  so  small  a  sacrifice  of 
men  and  money,  or  with  such  little  assistance 
from  the  taxpayers.  The  community  is  most 
directly  benefited  by  its  results ;  but,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  Government  of  India,  in  pro\'iding 
for  the  coet  of  this  just,  unavoidable,  and  hitherto 
■acceaeful  war,  has  been  assisted  in  a  spirit  of 
marked  liberality  by  the  Government  and  Par- 
liament of  England.  It  is  my  conviction,  how- 
erer— and  I  stote  it  in  the  belief  that  it  will  not 
be  diiputed  by  the  wisest,  the  most  far-seeing, 
and  the  most  patriotic  of  Her  Majesty's  Indian 
sabjects — that  it  would  be  a  disgrace  and  an  in- 
slorioos  confession  of  weakness  on  the  part  of 
India  to  acknowledge  that  she,  an  Empire 
ooToring  a  continent  and  possessing  a  popula- 
tion of  200,000,000  souls,  with  a  Revenue  of 
more  than  £50,000,000,  and  an  Army  of 
200,000  soldiers,  cannot  avenge  an  insult,  assert 
her  dignity,  secure  her  frontiers,  or  maintain  her 
riffhte  by  a  war  against  the  barbarous  prince 
<na  comparatively  small  and  poor  country,  adja- 
cent to  her  own  territory,  without  displacing  the 
financial  resources  and  disturbing  tne  military 
organiaation  of  the  whole  British  Empire." 

The  present  GoTemment  could  not  be 
blamed  for  having  neglected  Indian 
affairs;  for  it  was  well  known  that  Indian 
mibjects  had  taken  up  a  great  portion  of 
the  time  of  that  Parliament,  and  that 
was  the  third  time  the  present  discus- 
sion had  come  on.  Something  had  been 
said  of  the  finances  of  India  ;  but  even 
after  the  cost  of  the  war  and  of  the 
great  military  lines  of  railway  there  was 
a  substantial  surplus  at  the  present  time. 
He  denied  that  tnero  had  been  any  re- 
duction in  the  public  works  of  India ;  but 
he  believed  it  would  be  found  that  the 
groat  military  Hues  of  railway  would  bo 
greatly  more  beneficial  to  India,  especi- 
ally in  case  of  famine,  than  any  doubtful 
irrigation  works,  which  often  turned  out 
financial  failures.  No  stronger  evidence 
could  be  given  of  the  fairness  of  tlirowing 
the  expense  of  the  war  on  India  than 
the  testimony  of  8ir  John  Strachey  and 
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the  Viceroy,  who  had  spoken  out  in  such 
statesmanlike  terms.  In  the  case  of  the 
Mutiny,  the  expense  was  thrown  on  the 
Indian  finances,  and  in  the  ease  of  the 
first  Afghan  War,  this  country  bore  no 
part  of  the  expenses.  The  Afghan  War 
was  not  a  thing  of  yesterday.  It  was 
long  foreseen.  The  evil  day,  which  had 
been  postponed,  had  come  at  last;  but 
it  ha^  both  in  this  country  and  in  India, 
done  a  vast  amount  of  good.  It  had 
welded  the  Natives  of  India  morefirmly  to 
them  than  before.  It  had  been  the  means 
of  dissipating  altogether  the  seditious 
writing  m  the  Indian  newspapers ;  and 
from  all  the  accounts  he  had  received  he 
would  say  there  never  was  a  time  when 
the  people  were  more  contented  with 
British  rule.  He  had  great  faith  in  the 
future  of  that  great  country,  which,  he 
trusted,  would  always  be  ruled  by  such 
statesmen  as  the  present  Viceroy. 

Mb. GLADSTONE:  8ir,l8haUnotde. 
tain  the  House  at  anygpreat  length  ;  but  it 
appears  to  me  the  reasonings  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  (Mr. 
Onslow)  are  pervaded  by  a  spirit  of 
optimism  which  would  enable  him  to  ex- 
press the  liveliest  satisfaction  at,  and  find 
proofs  of  the  gpreatest  prosperity  in,  any 
serious  circumstances,  however  menacing 
and  however  disagreeable.  The  hon. 
Member  says  that  me  analogy  drawn  by 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Hack- 
ney (Mr.  Fawcett)  under  the  figures  A 
and  B  has  no  application  at  all,  because 
he,  B,  was  not  a  consenting  party.  That 
is  the  spirit  of  optimism  carried  to  ex- 
travagance, when  a  Gentleman  of  gpreat 
intelligence,  like  the  hon.  Member,  can 
stand  up  in  this  House  and  say,  that  in 
his  deliberate  judgment,  the  people  of 
India  have  consented  to  the  Afgnan  War 
through  the  official  documents  of  the 
Viceroy  of  India.  If  that  be  so,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  to  make  such  a  state- 
ment as  that  the  judgment  of  the  Viceroy 
is  a  sufficient  expression  of  that  of  the 
people  of  India,  is  an  expression  of  para- 
dox really  surprising,  and  such  as  is 
rarely  hoard  among  us. 

Mr.  0N8L0W:  I  spoke  of  the  whole 
Government  of  India — the  supreme  Go- 
vernment, not  merely  of  the  Viceroy. 

Mu.  GLADSTONE;  Well,  take  the 
Government  of  India,  though  I  do  not 
soo  how  the  hon  Gentleman  mends  his 
case,  or  how  it  can  matter  one  fig  whether 
it  was  the  Viceroy  alone,  or  the  Viceroy 
together  with  various  important  officers 
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dependent  upon  him,  and  named  and  ap- 
pointed by  him.  But  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man entirely  omitted  to  notice  the  obser- 
vation of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Hackney,  that  the  unofficial  Members 
of  the  Viceroy's  Council,  who,  in  the 
feeblest  possible  degree,  but  yet  in  some 
degree,  exhibit  the  representative  ele- 
ments, are  not  parties  consenting  to  the 
policy  of  the  Viceroy.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said  the  people  of  India  were 
most  happy  and  contented  —  [Mr. 
Onslow  :  Hear,  hear.] — God  forbid  that 
I  should  suppose  that  the  grave  errors, 
and,  I  am  afraid,  something  worse  than 
errors,  of  the  past  two  or  three  years 
have  wiped  from  the  minds  of  the  people 
of  India  the  recollection  of  many  years 
— one  might  almost  say  generations — 
of  enlightenment  and  steady  effort  to 
promote  their  happiness  and  prosperity. 
j3ut  here,  again,  is  it  possible  to  con- 
ceive a  more  stranee  method  of  proof 
than  the  hon.  Genueman  has  adopted  ? 
He  says  that  the  people  of  India  and 
the  Government  have  been  welded  more 
closely  together,  and  he  proves  it  by 
showing  that  in  the  Native  Press  there 
has  been  no  expression  of  dissent.  I 
have  no  doubt  about  the  integrity  of  his 
mind ;  but  he  must  surely  remember  that 
an  Act  has  been  passed  which  places  the 
Native  Press  as  much  at  the  mercy  of 
the  Viceroy  as  the  Bussian  Press  is  at 
the  mercy  of  the  Czar,  and  that,  under 
the  circumstances,  the  Native  Press  be- 
comes useless  for  the  purpose  of  expres- 
sing Native  feeling.  It  surely  requires 
great  logical  gallantry  to  find  in  the 
silence  of  the  Native  Press  that  they 
have  been  welded  to  us  more  than  ever, 
and  that  the  great  work  of  securing 
their  happiness  and  contentment  has 
been  promoted  by  the  withdrawal  of  all 
the  liberties  which  have  been  peacefully 
enjoyed  by  them  under  a  series  of  great 
statesmen.  The  hon.  Gentleman  thinks 
that  this  attack  of  ours  on  an  established 
Mohammedan  country  is  a  mode  of  con- 
firming our  Empire  over  the  hearts 
and  affections  of  the  Mohammedans  of 
the  East.  That  is  not  a  subject  I  wish 
to  pursue  in  this  House ;  but  I  am  com- 
pelled to  record  my  strong  dissent  from 
the  doctrine  of  the  hon.  Member,  who 
here,  again,  seems  to  me  to  enjoy  powers 
of  optimism  in  such  a  degree  that  he 
can  transform  into  arguments,  for  his  own 
purposes,  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  which  ought  to  suggest  conclufiions 
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diametrically  the  opposite.     The  hon. 
Member  is  greatly  satisfied  with  the  ex- 
ceedingly solid  and  substantial  surplus 
of  the  Bevenuee  of  the  Government  of 
India.    We  are  all  greatly  pleased  that 
the  Government  of  India  snoold  so  far 
be   relieved  from  the  presence  of  its 
immediate  embarrasamentB ;  bat,  with- 
out taking  a  desponding  view  of  the 
subject,  I  marvel  at  the  sanguine  tem- 
perament of  a  Gentleman   who,  upon 
looking  at  the  excess  which  has  come  to 
our  Hevenue  from  opium,  is  able  to  des- 
cribe   that    as    Bohd  and  substantiaL 
Money  is  money,  and  its  solidity  is  the 
same  from  whatever  source  it  is  derived, 
and  whatever  odour  it  may  unfortimatelj 
have  gathered.     But  with  regard  to  the 
future,  I  say  that  the  whole  nature  of 
our  opium  revenue  ought  to  beape^ 
petuai  warning  and  caution  to  us.    The 
Indian  Bevenue  never  can  be  solid  and 
substantial  so  long  as  it  is  largely  de- 
pendent on  the  opium  revenue.  Again,the 
hon.  Member  omitted  to  say  how  much(tf 
this  solidity  and  substance  was  contri- 
buted    by    the     Famine     Fund     of 
£1,500,000,  which  was  expressly  raised 
for    a   particular    purpose,    and    nov 
totally   diverted    from    that    puprose. 
Yet,  according  to  the  declarations  made 
by  ike  Indian  officials  themselves  when 
the    Famine    Fund  was    raised,  it  is 
no  part  of  the  surplus  at  all,  except  ai  a 
matter  of  account.    TTnless  our  eyes  de- 
ceived us  in  all  we  read  of  those  formal 
official  declarations  of  the  highest  offidil 
authorities  in  India,   this  was  monej 
which  was  to  be  entirely  set  apart  from 
all  ordinary  purposes  of  the  Oovemment 
It  is  now  absorbed  into  those  ordinaiy 
purposes,  if,  indeed,  the  extraordinarr 
proposals  which  the  Viceroy,  supported 
oy  the  Government  at  home,  has  been 
engaged  in,  can  be  called  ordinary  pro- 
posals.    But  the  whole  separate  and 
special  character  of  that  ibnd,  which  was 
established  by  official  declarations,  re- 
peated and  reiterated — ^I  will  not  say 
usque  ad  nauseum,  but  certainly  twftf#  Md 
aatietaium — is  done  away  with,  and  the 
money  is  absorbed.    The  provision  for 
Famine  is  nowhere,  but  it  still  figures 
in  the   Budget  as  part  of  the    solid 
and  substantial  surplus.    In  my  opinion, 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Hack- 
ney   has  made    good   his    case ;    but 
whether  he  will  press  his  Resolution 
I  do  not  know.     There  is  a  certain 
amount  of  unreality  about  the  debates 
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of  men  over  whom  the  sword  of  Damocles 
is  hanging,  not  only  because  of  the  fears 
thev  may  entertain,  but  because  of  their 
mmtitadinous  engagements.  That  is 
one  of  the  great  objections,  and  one  of 
the  great  inconveniences,  of  all  Disso- 
lutiona  of  Parliament  which  take  place 
in  the  middle  of  the  Session,  and  ojie  of 
the  great  objections  to  the  peculiar  and 
unprecedented  mode  of  bringing  about 
a  kssolution  which  has  been  adopted 
on  the  present  occasion.  Still,  I  think 
it  fair  and  right  to  say  that,  in  my 
opinion,  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Hackney  has  completely  made  good 
hia  case.  His  case,  as  I  understand  it, 
haa  not  received  one  shred  of  answer. 
Subtle  arguments  have  been  used,  which 
go  to  the  extent  that  every  war  that  is 
ever  made  in  India  must  be  considered 
to  be  in  some  sense  in  the  interests  of 
India.  But  that  is  not  the  question. 
A.  distinction  has  been  drawn  historically, 
and  by  Members  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, between  wars  of  a  local  character 
and  wars  of  an  Imperial  character ;  and 
in  the  speech  of  the  Prime  Minister,  the 
speech  of  Lord  Salisbury,  and  the  speech 
of  the  Yiceroy  of  India,  and,  I  think, 
my  hon.  Friend  said,  in  a  speech  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  this  Afghan 
War  has  been  distinctively  recognized  as 
partaking  of  the  character  of  an  Imperial 
war.  I  suppose  if  the  Zulu  War  had 
been  carried  on  by  Indian  troops,  and  at 
the  expense  of  India,  the  right  hon. 
Ghmtleman  would  have  said — '*  It  is  all 
right,  because  India  has  an  especial  in- 
terest in  all  the  concerns  of  the  Empire." 
That  distinction  has  been  laid  down  by 
ICembers  of  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment. 
rhia  war  has  been  described  as  one  which 
poaseases  features  which  give  to  it  the 
character  of  an  Imperial  War.  Under 
these  circumstances,  my  hon.  Friend 
lays  that  England,  recogniziug  the  fact, 
snd  recognizing  the  total  incapacity  of 
the  people  of  India  to  bear  the  expense, 
raght  not  to  charge  the  expense  of  the 
war  on  India.  He  has  put  it  moderately, 
snd  he  says,  in  effect,  we  ought  not  to 
charge  the  entire  expenses  of  the  war  on 
[ndian  Bevenue.  It  may  Lo  said  in 
iDSwer  to  that,  that  we  have  not  charged 
'h%  entire  cost  of  the  war  on  India,  in 
wnsequence  of  the  small  contribution 
irhich  was  made  by  the  Government  last 
rear  of  £2,000,000  without  interest.  But 
E  think  not  merely  a  small  sum  like  that, 
but  what  my  right  hoo.  Friend  the  Chan- 


cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  call  a  solid 
and  substantial  sum  ought  to  be  borne  by 
this  country  at  the  very  least.  Nor  can 
we  tell  what  disastrous  pressure  this  war 
will  put  on  Indian  finance,  and  you  have 
not  tne  smallest  idea  where  it  will  end, 
what  its  cost  will  be,  or  how  it  will  bear. 
We  have  a  very  remarkable  declaration 
about  delays  in  rendering  accounts  from 
India,  and  in  consequence  of  those  delays, 
we  do  not  know  what  we  are  spending, 
and  small  figures  are  presented  to  us 
while  large  figures  are  oeing  prepared 
for  us.  The  first  Afghan  War  has  been 
referred  to  as  a  precedent.  I  did  not 
suppose  anvone  knew  or  had  any  idea  in 
regard  to  the  first  Afghan  War  what  the 
excuse  was,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Onslow)  seems  unfortunate  in  re- 
spect of  his  speech  on  that  point.  He 
says — *  *  Do  not  call  on  the  people  of 
England  to  pay  for  this  war,  because 
they  did  not  pay  for  the  first  Afghan 
War."  But  you  must  remember  that 
the  first  Afghan  War,  although  at  first 
appearance  a  military  success,  came  to 
be  an  object  of  as  universal  condemna- 
tion, and  I  might  say  almost  of  universal 
detestation,  by  the  whole  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  as  any  war  which  nas  at 
any  time  stained  our  hands  or  the  pages 
of  our  history.  At  the  time  the  late  Mr. 
Boebuck  endeavoured  to  persuade  the 
House  of  Commons  to  censure  the 
Ministry  under  whom  the  war  was  made 
after  it  had  ffone  out  of  Office ;  and  it 
was  only  with  the  greatest  difficulty, 
and  through  the  wise  and  patriotic  ex- 
ertions of  the  late  Sir  Eobert  Peel,  that 
that  Yote  of  Censure  was  kept  off.  I 
hope  that,  whatever  the  precedents  which 
are  quoted  in  this  matter,  we  shall  hear 
no  more  of  the  precedent  of  the  first 
Afghan  War,  with  regard  to  which 
everyone  of  us  must  be  inclined  to  say 
that  whatever  was  done  in  the  war  was 
a  very  wise  and  good  precedent  for  not 
doing  the  same  thing  now.  With  refer- 
ence to  this  expenditure,  I  am  surprised 
to  hear,  in  what  purports  to  be  a  report 
of  a  speech  of  the  Governor  General  of 
India,  this  statement — 

"  lliat  the  Government  always  distinctly 
repudiated  iiny  notion  of  treating  tho  proceeds 
of  now  taxcH  as  a  si'parato  fund." 

It  is,  perhaps,  not  very  convenient  that 
the  policy  of  the  Viceroy  bhould  bo  de- 
fended and  set  forth  in  speeches,  and  if 
it   was  dune   in  that  way,   I   think   it 

2  II  2 
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would  be  convenient    that  we   should 
have    those    speeches    from    authentic 
quarters.  But  that  speech  contains  some 
comments  which  I  wish  to  allude  to. 
The  Viceroy  speaks  in  his  speech  of  an 
allegation,  which  he  describes  as  **  Mr. 
Gladstone's  last  allegation,"  "  that  the 
Indian    Government    had    deliberately 
falsified  its  military  accounts  to  conce^ 
the  real  cause  of  the  Afghan  "War."   To 
this  the  Viceroy  seems  to  reply.     I  will 
only  detain  the  House  with  a  brief  ex- 
planation of  what  really  took  place.     It 
never  was  my  allegation.     I  never  al- 
leged what  is  here  imputed  to  me,  be- 
cause I  never  knew  it.    What  I  did  was 
that  I  simply  mentioned  it  as  the  allega- 
tion of  others,  as  being  given  to  me 
with  such  presumption'and  an  appearance 
of  truth  that  I  thought  it  right  to  give 
it  public  mention  in  order  that,  if  in- 
correct,  it  might  be  contradicted.      I 
am  afraid  this  is  an  evidence  that  the 
Viceroy  in  this,  as  in  former  instances, 
has  commented  on  documents  which  he 
has  never  read.     I  am  quite  sure  he  is 
wholly  incapable  of  deliberate  mis-re- 
presentation, as  a  man  not  only  of  dis- 
tinction,  but  of  honour;    but  I  have 
noticed    the    most    extraordinary    dis- 
crepancies   between  official  documents 
which  were  in  our  hands,  and  the  Viceroy's 
account  of  them ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  this  must  have  been  owing  to  his 
having  received  a  description  of  the  do- 
cuments second-hand.      The  allegation 
which  has  been  circulated    here,    and 
which  is  a  very  serious  one,  is  an  allega- 
tion which  can  be  perfectly  well-disposed 
of.     As  to  the  accuracy  or  inaccuracy  of 
it,  the  Government  will  be  able  to  give 
us  the   means   of  fairly  judging.       It 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  smallness  of 
the  figures  of  the  war  charge  was  owing 
to  the  fact  that  a  very  large  amount  of 
material  had  been  withdrawn  from  stores 
in  England  and  India,  and  had  not  been 
rophu^od.    Now,  I  think  that  when  alle- 
gations of  this  kind  are  made,  it  is  well 
tliat  they  should  be  answered.  I  hope  the 
allegations  will  be  entirely  answered,  for, 
wln^n  thoy  come  into  circulation,  if  not 
Jfouiulod  on  fact,  they  should  be  at  once 
oontnulictod.     Therefore,  out  of  respect 
to  tluj  Vicorov,  I  think  it  right  to  make 
thia  nxplanution.     As  regards  the  sub- 
ktunoo  of  the  Motion,   I  cordially  em- 
lu'ttoo  the  doctrine  of  my  hon.  Friend 
')er  for  Hackney.    There  is  not 
ency  in    the    country  before 


which  I  would  not  be  prepared  to  stand, 
if  it  were  the  poorest  and  most  dis- 
tressed in  the  land,  if  it  were  composed 
of  a  body  of  men  to  all  of  whom  every 
addition  of  a  farthing  for  taxes  was  a 
sensible  burden,  and  before  them  I 
would  be  glad  to  stand,  and  plead  that 
when  we  have  made  in  India  a  war, 
which  our  own  Government  have  de- 
scribed as  in  part  an  Imperial  war,  we 
ought  not  for  a  moment  to  shrink  ^m 
the  responsibily  of  assuming  at  least  a 
portion  of  the  cost  of  that  war,  in  cor- 
respondence with  that  declaration,  in- 
stead of  making  use  of  the  law  and  ar- 
gument of  force,  which  is  the  only  law 
and  the  only  argument  which  we  pos- 
sess, or  apply,  to  place  the  whole  of  thia 
burden  on  the  shoulders  of  the  people  of 

India.  

Mb.  BALFOUE  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Green- 
wich had  touched  upon  every  subject  of 
dispute  in  that  House  during  the  last 
three  years  with  regard  to  India,  con- 
cluding with  a  reference  to  a  controversy 
between  himself  and  the  Viceroy.  If  he 
(Mr.  Balfour)  rightly  understood  the 
complaint  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
against  the  Viceroy,  it  consisted  "in  thia 
— that  the  Viceroy  had  quoted  a  certain 
assertion,  and  described  it  as  ''Mr. 
Gladstone's  last  allegation."  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  considered  that  to  be  an 
incorrect  statement,  because  he  had  not 
made  the  allegation  himself.  But  if  the 
Viceroy  had  said — "  The  last  allegation 
to  which  Mr.  Gladstone  has  g^ven  wide 
publicity,"  he  would  have  been  distinctly 
accurate.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
therefore,  in  his  (Mr.  Balfour's)  opinion, 
had  not  so  much  to  complain  of  as  he 
seemed  to  think.  The  distinction  wai 
really  nothing  like  bo  material  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to  sn^ 
pose  ;  for  if  the  allegation  was  not  hu 
own,  he  had  lent  the  weight  of  his  great 
name  to  give  wide  currency  to  it.  With 
regard  to  thequestion  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  H!ackney  (Mr.  Fawcett)»  he 
was  glad  to  think  that  it  was  not  intro- 
duced as  a  Party  question.  He  was 
always  sorry  when  Indian  matters  were 
treated  as  Party  questioiis;  and,  of 
course,  it  would  be  partiouiarly  disas- 
trous so  to  treat  them  on  the  eve  of  a 
General  Election.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Hackney  had  told  the  House  that 
there  was  not  a  oonstitaency  in  England 
which  would  not  think  that  the  €K>Tem- 
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xnent  were  doing  wroDg  in  connection 
with  the  Afghan  War.  His  hon.  Friend 
thought,  therefore,  that  the  Government, 
in  pursuing  their  present  course,  were 
doing  something  which  would  injure 
them  with  the  country;  and  he  (Mr. 
Balfour)  might,  therefore,  defend  the 
policy  of  the  Government  without  laying 
nimself  open  to  being  told  that  what- 
erer  he  might  say  was  with  a  view  to 
the  forthcoming  Election.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Hackney,  when  he  con- 
tended that  the  expense  of  the  Afghan 
War,  being  an  Imperial  matter,  ought 
to  be  borne  in  part  by  England,  must 
be  prepared  to  admit  that  all  expendi- 
ture incurred  by  England  for  Imperial 
purposes  should  also  be  borne  in  part 
by  India  ;  and,  once  that  principle  ac- 
cepted, a  vast  number  of  difficulties 
would  arise.  It  would  simply  be  im- 
possible to  apportion  exactly  the  liability 
of  the  two  countries  in  matters  which 
affected  each,  such  as,  for  instance,  the 
strengthening  of  England's  military  de- 
fences. The  expense  of  bringing  the 
Indian  troops  to  Malta,  which  was  to 
fall  upon  the  English  Exchequer,  would, 
according  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Hack- 
ney's contention,  clearly  have  been  in 
part  a  charge  upon  India.  Again,  there 
was  the  case  of  the  Eoyal  Navy.  India, 
if  a  separate  country,  would  unquestion- 
ably require  a  Fleet  of  her  own;  yet 
nothing,  or  very  little,  was  charged  to 
her  in  respect  of  the  Navy  maintained 
by  Enjgland.  With  regard  to  the  Mo- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hackney,  it 
was  beyond  dispute  that  the  Afghan 
War  was  a  war  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  India  apart  from  her  con- 
nection with  England.  It  was  under- 
taken immediately  in  consequence  of  the 
insult  offered  to  the  Indian  Government, 
and  among  the  more  profound  causes 
that  led  to  that  war  was  undoubtedly 
the  necessity  of  defending  the  North- 
West  Frontier  of  India.  If  India  had 
belonged  to  an  independent  Monarch — 
for  instance,  had  the  Great  Mogul  liim- 
self  happened  to  be  the  Euler  of  India 
— ^it  would  have  been  necessary  for  him 
to  have  entered  into  that  war  precisely 
as  the  Indian  Government  had  done, 
and  for  precisely  the  same  objects.  There 
was  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  were  following  out  a 
right  line  of  policy  in  throwing  the  whole 
oithe  cost  upon  tiiie  Indian  finances,  and 
for  these  reasons  he  could  not  but  give 


the  Government  in  this  matter  his  cor- 
dial support. 

Mr.  LAING  said,  he  differed  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  last  spoken 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  in  his  speculative 
assertion  that  the  Great  Mogul,  if  he 
had  been  Ruler  of  India,  would  have 
been  forced  to  enter  into  hostilities  in 
the  same  way  as  had  been  now  done. 
He  (Mr.  Laing)  thought,  if  an  inde- 
pendent Monarch  had  been  concerned 
in  the  matter,  he  would  never  have  gone 
to  war  at  all.  If  they  were  to  go  into 
speculation  at  all,  the  safest  assertion 
to  make  would  be  that  the  Indian 
Government  would  never  have  under- 
taken the  war  of  its  own  motion.  But 
he,  for  one,  would  advise  hon.  Members 
to  abstain  from  speculation,  and  to  con- 
fine the  discussion  to  the  real  issue,  the 
question  of  finance,  which  was  the 
more  prosaic  issue  before  them.  If  the 
financial  condition  of  India  had  been 
flourishing,  if  the  pressure  of  taxation 
had  been  light,  and  the  Revenue  ample, 
this  question  would  not  have  been  seri- 
ously raised ;  but  if  the  finances  were 
in  a  condition  of  distress,  if  the  pressure 
of  taxation  was  heavily  felt,  and  if  that 
pressure  and  the  sense  of  injustice  which 
it  caused  constituted  a  source  of  danger  to 
their  Indian  Empire,  he  thought  that 
both  justice  and  policy  might  require  that 
England  should  contribute  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  coat  of  what  had  been 
admitted  by  the  Prime  Minister  to  have 
been  in  the  main  a  war  undertaken  for 
Imperial  and  European  objects.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  showed,  by  the 
tone  which  they  took  last  year,  and  their 
action  in  advancing  a  loan  of  £2,000,000 
without  interest,  and  which  there  was 
very  little  expectation  would  ever  be  re- 
paid, that  they  were  not  indisposed  to 
relieve  India  of  some  portion  of  the 
cost ;  and  if  the  proposal  to  assist  India 
was  now  resisted  by  them,  it  was  due  very 
much  to  the  favourable  change  supposed 
to  have  taken  place  in  Indian  finances. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Guildford  (Mr. 
Onslow)  had  said  that  India  could  now 
well  afford  to  pay  for  the  war,  and  sug- 
gested that  it  would  not  do  to  place  the 
cost  on  the  English  taxpayers  on  the  eve 
of  a  General  Election.  It  became,  there- 
fore, of  essential  moment  to  investigate 
how  far  it  was  correct  that  the  finances 
of  India  were  in  such  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion that  it  was  a  matter  of  little  moment 
to  the  Indian  taxpayer  whether  the  whole 
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burden  of  this  war  was  thrown  upon 
him  or  not.  In  speeches  of  high  autho- 
rity there  had  been  an  attempt  to  repre- 
sent the  finances  of  India  as  being  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  and  any  asser- 
tions to  the  contrary  were  described  as  a 
device  of  Party  opponents,  got  up  for 
electioneering  purposes.  As  regarded 
the  improvement  in  the  financial  posi- 
tion of  India,  no  one  could  rejoice  more 
than  he.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  right 
to  analyze  the  causes  of  it,  and  see  if 
they  were  of  temporary  or  a  permanent 
nature.  By  far  the  largest  increase 
was  due  to  the  opium  trade,  it  being  said 
that  in  the  course  of  throe  months,  the 
opium  revenue  had  improved  by 
£1,500,000.  Now,  he  had  had  some 
experience  of  this  opium  revenue,  and 
was  responsible  for  two  Budgets  at  a 
period  of  great  anxiety.  The  general 
feeling  then  was  that  the  opium  traffic 
was  extremely  precarious,  and  he  had 
to  investigate  the  subject.  He  now 
ventured  to  say  that  there  were  only 
two  ways  in  which  the  great  excess 
could  bo  obtained.  Instead  of  increas- 
ing the  supply  of  opium,  they  might 
increase  their  revenue  by  diminishing 
the  supply,  because,  in  that  case,  they 
would  have  less  to  pay  for  the  manufac- 
ture, and  would  force  up  the  price  in 
China  to  a  very  high  rate.  It  was  one 
of  the  cardinal  points  in  Indian  finance 
to  keep  the  opium  revenue  as  steady  as 
possible,  and  by  no  means,  he  ventured 
to  say,  could  a  surplus  of  £2,000,000  be 
obtained  from  that  source  in  the  course 
of  seven  or  eight  months  without  trench- 
ing on  the  expectations  of  the  future, 
and  raising  a  very  strong  presumption 
that  in  the  next  year,  or  the  year  after, 
there  would  be  a  corresponding  diminu- 
tion to  an  equal,  if  not  to  a  larger  amount. 
As  regarded  silver,  too,  the  difference  in 
the  rates  of  exchange,  by  which  it  was 
hoped  £1,000,000  would  be  realized, 
was  a  matter  of  extremely  precarious 
calculation  ;  while  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  during  the  present  year,  there 
had  been  no  exceptionally  heavy  famine 
expenditure  in  India.  The  sources  of 
improvement  in  the  Revenue,  therefore, 
which  he  had  indicated,  although  they 
were  productive  of  many  gratifying  re- 
sults, in  the  present  instance  were  not 
such  as  could  fairly  be  relied  on  to  con- 
tinue. The  fact  was,<^that  the  condition 
of  Indian  finance  did  not  really  depend 
^h  on  those  temporary  sources  of 
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income  as  on  the  mode  in  which  the  ex- 
penditure on  what  were  known  as  pro- 
ductive   works    was    dealt    with,    and 
seeing  the  deficit  in  the  case  of  works  of 
irrigation  and  the  State    railways,  on 
which  a  sum  of  over  £24,000,000  had 
been  expended  within  the  10  years  end- 
ing in   1878,  it  was  clear  that  Budgets 
were  framed  by  making  a  charge  on 
capital,  which  was  by  no  means  a  diffi- 
cult operation,  and  one   quite   easy  to 
conceal.     In  fact,   the    accounts    from 
India  were  arranged  as  if  for  the  express 
purpose  of  confusion,  and  he  defied  any- 
one who  was  not  an  expert,  and  who 
did  not  devote  a  g^eat  deal  of  time  to  them, 
to  get  at  the  truth.     He  wished  also  to 
point  out  that  the  time   at  which  the 
Afghan  War  was  commenced  was  one 
of  great  tension  and  difficulty  in  Indian 
finance,  which  could  be  restored  to  a 
sound  footing  only  by  means  of  freeh 
taxation,  or  by  having  recourse  to  mea- 
sures of  economy.     Into  the  question  of 
the  policy  of  that  war  he  had  no  desire 
to  enter.     He  would  merely  refer  to  the 
fact  that,  in  accordance  with  the  state- 
ments of  the  Prime  Minister,  it  had  been 
undertaken  for  objects  which,  in  the 
main,  were  Imperial  and  English  object*, 
in  the  pursuit  of  which  in  Europe  it  had 
come  to  pass  that  Bussia  had  been  in- 
duced   to  consider  the    expediency  of 
seeking  to  inflict  a  blow  through  their 
possessions  in  the  East.     He  wanted  to 
know  what  would  be  the  permanent  ex- 
penditure entailed  on  India  by  any  pos- 
sible   policy    which     the    Oovemment 
might  intend  to  carry  out  in  Afghanis- 
tan ?    He  did  not  doubt  for  a  moment 
that  they  had  the  power  to  effect  the 
military    occupation    of  a    portion  of 
Afghanistan ;   but  what  he   did  doubt 
was  the  ability  of  the  people  of  India  to 
support    the    taxation  that  would  be 
necessary  to  pay  for  such  an  occupation. 
Even  if  they  retired  within  the  Scientific 
Frontier  of  the  Treaty  of  GKindamuck, 
the  increase  of  the  ezpendituro  was  es- 
timated at   £1,000,000  a-jear;   and  if 
they    occupied    Candahar    and    other 
points,  it  was  impossible  to  say  what  the 
expenditure  would  be.    Those  burdens 
were    great,    and  they  had  yet  to  be 
felt.     Such  a  policy  was  danfferona  to 
India,  and  the  Hindooa  would  oe  forced 
to  the  conviction  that  they  were  being 
unfairly  treated.     Havingreg^ard  to  the 
conditions  of  their  IndianCmpire,  was  it 
wise  and  politio  that  bordens  of  this 
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nature  should  be  put  on  the  backs  of 
the  Indian  taxpayers,  or  accumulated  by 
adding  year  by  year  to  the  debt,  while 
nothing  at  all,  or,  at  all  events,  only  a 
paltry  sum,  was  paid  by  England  to- 
wards defraying  the  expense  of  a  war 
by  which  this  country  had  benefited  the 
moet,  because,  by  tlie  confession  of  the 
PHme  Minister,  it  had  thereby  regained 
its  ascendency  in  the  Councils  of  Europe  ? 
If  that  policy  were  persisted  in,  the  day 
would  come  when  the  Government  would 
haye  to  choose  between  financial  bank- 
znptcy  in  India,  or  to  bring  the  British 
taxpayer  in  some  form  or  other  to  the 
rescue.      He    regarded    India    as    the 
greatest  monument  of  the  best  qualities 
of  the  English  race  that  had  ever  been 
raised,  and  it  was  for  that  reason  that 
he  wished  to  do  nothing  to  endanger  it. 
Ma.  MAC  IVER  wished  to  congratu- 
late his  hon.  Friend  the    Member   for 
Hackney  (Mr.  Fawcett)  upon  his  speech, 
which  differed  entirely  from  the  election- 
eering character  of  that  which  had  fallen 
from  other  right   hon.  and   hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite.  The  fact  that  the  House 
was  upon  the  eve  of  a  General  Election 
had  made  no  difference  whatever  so  far 
as  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fawcett)  was 
concerned.    Considering  tliat  the  present 
debate  was  based  upon  the  question  as 
to  who  should  bear  the  expense  of  the 
troubles  in  Afghanistan ,  it  would  have 
been  more  satisfactory  if  the  right  hou. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Greenwich, 
who  so  warmly  supported  the  Resolution 
before  the  House,  had  told  the  House  what 
was  the  real  policy  and  intention  of  the 
Liberal  Party  if,  unfortunately  for  the 
country,  they  got  a  majority  in  the  new 
Parliament.  It  was  clear  to  everyone  that, 
from  one  point  of  view,  the  Afghan  War 
was  a  local  question ;  and,  from  another 
point  of  view,  it  was  an  Imx)erial  question. 
The  Afghan  "War  was  not  a  now  trouble, 
but  was  one  which  arose  out  of  an  old 
sore,  and  should  therefore  be  treated  as 
one  which  afifected  that  part  of  the  do- 
minions which  it  really  concerned,  and 
which  should  bear  the  expense  of  the 
trouble.     If  trouble  was  to  arise  nearer 
home,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean with  reference  to  Malta,   Gib- 
raltar, or  Cyprus,  no  one  would  think  of 
asking  India  to  pay.     Nor  ought  Great 
Britain  now  to  pay  for  this  Afghan  busi- 
ness.     The   expense  should  be  justly 
borne,  with  due  reference   to  the  cir- 
cumstances and  the    scene  of  the   oc- 


currence. In  such  a  case  as  the  present, 
therefore,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
House  should  not  agree  to  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hackney.  The 
real  question  was,  whether  the  British 
taxpayer  should  be  called  upon  to  bear 
the  expenses  of  the  present  war,  and  he 
had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  he 
should  not. 

SiE  EDWAED  COLEBEOOKE  said, 
that  when  the  hon.  Member  for  Hack- 
ney (Mr.  Fawcett)  proposed  two  years 
ago  that  the  whole  of  the  burden  of  the 
war  should  be  borne  by  the  finances  of 
England,  he  (Sir  Edward  Colebrooke) 
did  not  follow  him  in  that  proposition, 
but  now  circumstances  were  altered. 
Last  year  the  Government  considered 
the  finances  of  India  required  some  aid, 
and  on  that  occasion  he  considered  the 
Government  acted  most  inadequately  in 
merely  allowing  to  India  the  interest  on 
a  small  loan  of  money.  This  was  a 
question,  he  thought,  which  might  be 
considered  one  in  which  the  English 
taxpayer  might  act  generously  in  the 
matter,  as  well  as  justly  towards  the 
people  of  India.  It  was  not  a  common 
war,  and  they  did  not  look  merely  to 
the  Frontier  of  India ;  they  looked  to 
something  beyond — to  Central  Asia,  and 
even  the  Bosphorus  itself.  The  causes 
which  led  to  the  war  were  of  the  kind 
entailed  by  orders  from  home,  in  defiance 
of  the  repeated  remonstrances  of  those 
who  were  responsible  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  India ;  and,  therefore,  they 
were  justified  in  urging  the  Government 
to  take  some  step  in  order  to  meet  the 
case  justly.  They  might  call  it  the 
policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  as 
regarded  Afghanistan;  but,  if  so,  it 
had  broken  down  almost  from  the  very 
beginning,  because  the  affairs  of  India 
were  continually  changing.  The  for- 
mer Afghan  War  cost  about  £2,000,000 
or  £3,000,000  a-year ;  but  that  was  a 
war  undertaken  with  very  much  smaller 
resources  than  they  had  at  present.  The 
present  war  was  one,  as  far  as  they 
could  judge,  that  required  an  enormous 
Force,  such  a  Force  that  they  never 
had  in  India  before — that  was,  employed 
beyond  their  Frontier ;  and  the  cost  of 
that,  if  it  were  continued,  must  amount 
to  from  £3,000,000  to  £4,000,000  ster- 
ling a-year.  The  cost  of  maintaining 
such  a  Force  must  be  of  a  very  serious 
character,  and  if  it  was  carried  on  for 
many  years  the  resources  of  India  must 
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break  down  in  the  struggle.  Those 
were  grounds,  he  considered,  why  some 
more  consideration  should  be  given  by 
the  people  of  England.  He  would  add, 
further,  that  the  reason  why  they  should 
make  that  special  proposal  was  that  he, 
for  his  part,  should  regard  it  with  great 
favour,  because,  if  carried  out,  it  would 
make  the  people  of  England  share  some- 
what in  the  responsibility,  and  put  the 
Government  of  this  country  under  some 
control  or  responsibility.  They  might 
well  weigh  the  course  on  which  they 
were  engaged,  and  if  they  did,  they 
would  find  that  a  war  of  that  kind  was 
not  a  war  which  they  could  play  upon  a 
chess-board,  or  have  the  luxury  of  read- 
ing the  reports  of  the  success  of  their 
arms ;  but  one  in  which  they  were  deeply 
interested,  and  in  which  a  false  step 
would  lead  to  a  heavy  burden  being 
thrown  upon  the  country.  For  these 
and  other  reasons  he  had  stated,  he 
should  cordially  join  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hackney. 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  said,  that  the 
discussion  had  wandered  over  a  wide 
field,  though  the  issue  to  be  decided  was, 
in  reality,  extremely  simple.  It  was,  in 
the  first  place,  ought  India  justly  to  bear 
the  whole  expense  of  the  renewed  hos- 
tilities in  Afghanistan  ?  and  secondly,  if  so, 
could  she  bear  it  ?  Now,  thehon.  Member 
for  Hackney  (Mr.  Fawcett)  seemed  to 
make  rather  light  of  the  latter  point,  for 
he  had  said  that  the  question  of  her  ability 
to  pay  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the 
matter;  but  that  could  hardly  be  con- 
tended by  hon.  Members  opposite  in 
face  of  the  fact  that  on  many  occasions 
last  year  they  had  said  the  matter  would  be 
decided  by  her  simple  inability  to  contri- 
bute, and  that  that  was  the  very  reason 
why  the  war  should  not  have  been  under- 
taken. The  first  point,  however,  was, 
whether  India  ought  to  contribute  ?  That 
subject,  as  well  as  the  origin  of  the  war, 
had  been  discussed  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  and  he  recollected  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Elgin  Burghs  (Mr. 
Grant  Duff),  who  then  held  the  office 
which  he  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  now  filled, 
speaking  with  justly-merited  authority, 
had  said  that  if  they  were  to  strike  the 
balance  between  England  and  India,  he 
was  persuaded  that  India  ought  to  pay 
not  less,  but  more  than  she  did  at  pre- 
sent. The  hon.  Member  for  Maidstone 
^fl'>  John  Lubbock),  also,  had  pointed 
'bat  the  interest  of  England  was  the 
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preservation  of  her  road  to  India,  and 
that  for  that  object  she  had  made  great 
sacrifices,    in  relation    to    the    general 
Eastern  Question,   and   had,    after  all, 
paid  more  than   her  fair  share  of  the 
total  cost  of    what   had   been   under- 
taken.    Again,  the   hon.    Member  for 
Kirkcaldy   (Sir  George  Campbell)  had 
put  the  matter    in   an    amusing  way, 
in    observing    that    he    should    prefer 
the  expense  to  be  borne  by  India  rather 
than  Kirkcaldy.     On  the  occasion  when 
those  speeches  were  made,  the  House 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  were  satis- 
factory, and  had  decided  that  the  contri- 
bution made  by  England  was  entirely 
adequate  to  the  purpose.     Now,  if  the 
former  war  was  really  a  Frontier  war, 
what  was  the  House  to  say  of  the  re- 
newed hostilities?  What  was  their  ori- 
gin ?  They  were  due  simply  and  soleir 
to  the  foul  massacre  of  an  Envoy  sent  by 
the  Government  of  India  to  reside  in  a 
bordering  country,  just  as  they  sent  Be- 
presentatives  to  other  States  upon  their 
Frontier,  and  on  that  account  alone  they 
were  compelled  to  invade  and  capture  the 
city  of  Cabul.     It  was  impossible  to  deny 
that  those  renewed  hosmities  bore  the 
general  character  of  a  Frontier  war;  in- 
deed, he  had  always  regarded  them  as 
differing    only    in   degree   from   other 
Frontier  wars.     In  de^ng  with  the  ex- 
penses of  that  war  the  Government  had 
had  the  advice  and  opinion  of  the  Viceroy 
and  of  the  whole  Executive  Gk>vommeDt 
in  India,  all  of  whom  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  though  it  was  right  in 
the  first  campaign   to  ask   the  assist- 
ance of  England,  because  of  the  great 
difficulty  occasioned  to   Indian  finance 
by  the    fall    in    the  value    of   silver, 
it  was  unnecessary  now  for  England  to 
contribute  a  single  shilling.     Tne  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Green- 
wich, however,  pooh-poohed  that  view 
of  the  case,  and  asked  how  it  could  he 
supposed  that  the  Viceroy  and  his  Coun- 
cil, in  any  true  sense  of  the  word,  repre- 
sented the  people  of  India.     He  (Mr. 
E.    Stanhope)  would    ask    the    House 
how    far    that    argument    should   be 
pressed  ?    He  could,  however,  say  that 
if  the  Indian  people  were  to  be  taxed 
only  by    their     own     Bepresentatirei 
and  as  far  as  they  liked,  the  probability 
was  that  England  would  have  to  pay  the 
entire    expense    of   their    government. 
But  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  did  not  go 
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on  to  eiye  the  House  the  advantage  of 
his  opinion  as  to  the  financial  principles 
which  should  guide  them.  He  deeply 
regretted  that  one  who,  like  his  right 
hon.  Friend,  was  thoroughly  capable  of 
treating  those  financial  principles,  should 
not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  deal 
with  them  on  this  occasion.  But  what 
were  those  principles  ?  In  the  first  place, 
that  it  was  eminently  desirable  in  all 
possible  circumstances  that  India  should 
Dear  its  own  burdens,  and  not  add  to 
the  burdens  of  this  country.  For  what 
did  the  opposite  policy  involve  ?  First  of 
all,  the  position  of  India  would  be  less- 
ened in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  if  it  were 
to  be  supposed  that  for  a  Frontier  war 
against  barbarous  enemies  she  was 
obliged  to  come  to  England  for  assist- 
ance. It  would  also  encourage  a  ten- 
dency to  engage  easily  in  war,  and  in 
connection  with  those  two  evils,  he  could 
not  imagine  anything  more  dangerous, 
or  more  likely  to  make  the  people  of 
England  dissatisfied  with  their  relations 
with  India,  than  that  India  was  to  be  a 
financial  burden  on  this  country.  His 
second  principle  was  this — that  the  main 
guarantee  for  economical  administration 
ih  India  was,  that  India  should  pay  her 
own  way.  Once  take  away  that  gua- 
rantee, once  let  it  be  supposed  that  any 
enterprize  it  might  suit  the  Indian  Go- 
vernment to  undertake,  was  to  bo  paid 
for  by  England,  and  all  security  for 
economy  in  Indian  administration  was  at 
an  end.  AVhere  a  single  false  step  might 
precipitate  them  into  a  costly  war,  nothing 
was  more  important  than  that  they  should 
be  guided  by  financial  considerations  of 
the  strictest  order  in  dealing  with  India, 
not  allowing  any  considerations  of  the  wil- 
lingness of  England  to  make  unlimited 
contributions  to  Indian  wars  to  influence 
the  public  opinion  of  that  country.  No- 
thing could  be  more  dangerous  than  that 
India  should  suppose  she  had  no  need  to 
act  with  prudence,  as,  whatever  she 
might  do,  England  would  pay.  Then  it 
only  remained  to  be  considered  whether 
India  could  pay.  Hon.  and  right  hon. 
Oentlemen  opposite  treated  that  matter 
somewhat  lightly  now,  but  during  the 
course  of  the  past  year  there  had  been 
statements  of  a  very  contrary  character. 
He  had  heard  a  great  deal  about  finan- 
cial confusion ;  hon.  Gentlemen  pointed 
to  the  loan  for  which  he  asked  power 
last  year,  and  said  it  was  financial 
bankruptcy.    And  here  he  was  bound  to 


express  surprise  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hackney,  w^ho  generally  spoke  with 
great  fairness  in  these  matters,  did  not 
take  some  opportunity  of  congratulating 
the  Government  on  the  improved  con- 
dition of  Indian  finance. 

Mr.  FAWCETT  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
interrupt  the  hon.  Gentleman ;  but  he 
wished  to  say  that  he  distinctly  said,  and 
he  believed  it  would  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  House,  that  he  much  rejoiced 
to  find  that  the  finances  of  India  had  im- 
proved. 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  said,  that,  of 
course  he  accepted  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
statement,  though  even  now  he  gave 
no  credit  to  the  Government  in  the 
matter.  His  right  hon.  Friend  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Gladstone),  though  he  seemed 
very  anxious  it  should  not  be  supposed 
that  he  expressed  any  opinion  on  the 
subject,  certainly  did  say  in  one  of  his 
speeches  in  Scotland,  that  there  was  a 
widespread  belief,  to  which  he  desired 
to  give  circulation,  that  the  charge  on 
account  of  the  Afghan  War  had  not  been 
made  known ;  and  he  went  on  to  say  he 
believed  only  a  little  had  been  put  for- 
ward and  that  a  great  deal  remained  be- 
hind, and  he  expressed  the  general  belief 
that  the  full  cost  of  the  war  had  not  been 
stated.  Now  he  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope),  on  the 
part  ofthe  Government  of  India,  gave  that 
statement  an  unqualified  denial.  They 
had  put  forward,  as  honestly  as  any  Go- 
vernment could,  every  item  of  expendi- 
ture that  could  possibly  be  included  in 
this  war.  He  would  like  to  give  an  in- 
stance of  the  way  in  which  every  indirect 
item  had  been  included  in  the  cost.  In 
the  course  of  the  operations  on  the 
Frontier  a  largo  number  of  the  transport 
animals  had  died  or  been  killed.  In 
consequence  of  that  loss  the  cost  of  the 
Post  Oilice  all  over  India  had  been  in- 
creased, and  that  charge  had  been  in- 
cluded in  the  cost  of  the  war.  There 
was  another  point  upon  which  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Greenwich  appeared  to 
lay  great  stress,  because  he  had  called 
attention  to  it  three  times — twice  in  the 
country,  and  a  third  time  in  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
cost  of  warlike  stores  had  considerably 
diminished,  and  he  suggested,  therefore, 
that  the  Government  had  drawn  upon 
those  stores  in  consequence  ofthe  fighting 
in  Afghanistan,  and  that  those  stores 
were  now  very  much  reduced.  Now, 
after  a  careful  inquiry, this  was  the  result. 
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believe  in  the  prosperity  of  India,  or 
that  she  could  bear  much  increased  taxa- 
tion. He  only  hoped  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's promises  about  the  Famine  Fund 
would  be  kept.  He  believed  that  the 
war  would  add  enormously  to  the  per- 
manent burdens  of  India,  and  that,  as 
he  did  not  believe  the  Afghan  War  was 
an  Indian  war,  England  ought  to  bear 
part  of  the  expense. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said, 
that,  unlike  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  spoken  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster), 
he  could  not  have  supported  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hackney  had  he  gone  to  a 
division.  He  thought  the  expense  of 
this  war  should  be  borne  by  India,  if 
India  could  pay.  That,  however,  was 
the  question.  He  would  not  go  into  the 
whole  question  of  the  policy  of  the  war, 
but  he  believed  the  war  had  been,  and 
would  be,  a  very  expensive  one.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  Governor  General 
of  India  had  not  contradicted  the  asser- 
tions that  had  been  made  respecting 
the  establishment  of  a  Famine  Fund ; 
but  the  fact  remained  that  no  Famine 
Fund  had  been  established,  nor  anything 
in  the  nature  of  one.  What  had  really 
happened  was  that  there  was  a  consider- 
able surplus  of  ordinary  Revenue,  and 
that  had  been  absorbed  in  the  Afghan 
War.  Now,  he  was  quite  willing  that 
India  should  bear  that  expense ;  but  ho 
must  remind  the  House  that  the  serious 
part  of  the  Afghan  War  was,  that  it  was 
not  over,  and  that  very  heavy  burdens 
were  involved  in  the  future,  with  the 
contingency  that  the  finances  could  not 
always  be  so  prosperous  as  in  the  pro- 
sent  year.  He  must  express  very  strongly 
his  feeling  that  these  expenses  were 
likely  to  be  permanent.  If  they  at- 
tempted to  conquer  the  whole  country, 
then  he  was  quite  sure  the  expenses  in 
which  they  would  be  involved  would 
not  be  £2,000,000  or  £3,000,000  a-year, 
but  would  perhaps  be  £8,000,000 
or  £10,000,000.  In  that  case  a  very 
heavy  burden  in  connection  with  it 
might,  in  the  future,  fall  upon  this 
country;  and,  notwithstanding  his  un- 
willingness to  put  the  burden  upon  his 
constituents,  he  felt  that  the  time  might 
come  when  it  might  be  necessary  that 
they  should  put  their  hands  in  their 
pockets  to  pay  for  the  expenses  of  that 
war.  He  most  heartily  and  sincerely 
wished  they  could  get  out  of  the  coun- 
try of  Afghanistan ;  and  he  believed  if 

Mr.  W.  E.  ForiUr 


they  had  the  courage,  or  he  might  call  it 
the  audacity,  to  march  out  of  the  country 
as  they  did  in  1842,  and  to  stay  out,  it 
would  be  even  now  the  best ;  bat  he  was 
afraid  that  Her  Majesty's  Gh>v6niment 
had  not  the  courage.  One  thing  was  made 
clear  by  the  events  of  last  year,  and  that 
was,  if  they  did  not  march  out  they 
must  abandon  their  half  measures,  which 
they  called  their  scientific  Frontier ;  and 
if  they  were  to  stay  in  the  country  at  aU, 
they  must  hold  the  commanding  points, 
and  that  could  not  be  done  at  a  less 
cost  than  £2,000,000  or  £3,000,000 
a-year  or  more.  He  was  afraid  they 
were  embarking  in  a  course  which  mu^ 
cost  a  large  expenditure,  which  would 
be  far  beyond  the  means  of  India,  and 
therefore,  in  future,  must  fall  upon  this 
country.  

8iB  DAVID  WEDDERBURN  said, 
that  as  he  took  a  certain  amount  of  in- 
terest in  Indian  affairs,  he  received  a 
number  of  vernacular  newspapers,  which 
he  found  very  interesting  reading ;  and 
he  found  the  articles  in  those  papers 
went  to  show  that  that  Afghan  War 
was  not  a  war  for  India,  but  a  war  in 
which  Great  Britain  was,  doubtless, 
equally  interested,  and  they  held  that 
the  expenses  should  be  divided  between 
the  two  countries.  For  his  part,  he 
thought  their  claim  was  a  fair  one,  and 
if  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fawcett)  had 
gone  to  a  division,  he  should  have  had 
pleasure  in  supporting  him.  But  his 
hon.  Friend,  before  leaving  the  House, 
had  requested  him  to  ask  leave  of  the 
House  to  withdraw  his  Motion,  for  rea- 
sons that  he  had  assigned  in  his  place. 

Mr.  speaker  pointed  out,  that  the 
Amendment  could  not  be  withdrawn, 
except  on  the  proposal  of  the  Mover  or 
Seconder  in  person,  or  by  leave  of  the 
House. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put. 

Resolutions  read  a  second  time,  and 
agreed  to, 

PARLIAMENTART     ELECTIONS      A>'D 
CORRUPT  PRACTICES  (No.  2)  BILL. 
{Mr.  Attormy  Oeneral,  Mr.  Soiicitor  OtmrML) 
[bill  102.]      COMICITTEE. 

Order  for  Committe  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair.'' 
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tare,  when  tliejthemselvesliad  approved 
and  ratified  what  had  been  done.  With 
regard  to  opium,  they  had  undoubtedly 
gained  a  great  deal  by  the  sales  last 
year ;  but  the  amount  of  opium  sold  did 
not  exceed  that  which  had  been  adver- 
tised for  sale  12  months  previously, 
while  in  the  coming  yoar  the  estimates 
of  the  amount  to  be  sold  was  considerably 
reduced,  and  he  hoped  the  estimates 
would  be  fully  realized.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Orkney  (Mr.  Laing)  called  atten- 
tion to  the  increase  of  the  Debt  of  India. 
He  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  took  some  pains 
to  analyze  that  Debt  last  year,  and 
the  result  was  that  it  could  be  in- 
disputably shown  that,  although  the 
Debt  had  increased,  the  annual  charge 
for  that  Debt  had  been  annually  de- 
creasing. That  was  a  fact  which  the 
House  ought  to  bear  in  mind.  It  could 
not  be  denied  by  any  candid  or  fair  critic 
of  the  Indian  Government  that  the  state- 
ment recentlyput  forth  as  to  the  finances 
of  India  was  satisfactory ;  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  realized.  At  the  same  time, 
nobody  standing  in  the  position  which 
be  occupied  comd  hesitate  to  express  the 
anxiety  which  every  Minister  connected 
with  India  must  feel  on  one  or  two  points. 
They  must  always  contemplate  the  enor- 
mous remittances  which  had  to  be  made 
from  India  to  England  with  serious 
thoughts  ;  but  it  must  not  be  supposed  the 
Gk>yemment  was  not  alive  to  the  danger. 
He  was  fully  sensitive  to  the  dangers 
wbioh  had  been  successfully  surmounted 
in  the  past,  and  which  they  hoped  to 
avoid  in  the  future.  In  conclusion,  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  reject  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hack- 
ney, and  assent  to  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Me.  FAWOETT  said,  that  considering 
the  question  had  been  decided  before, 
and  that  there  would  be  an  opportunity 
of  deciding  the  principle  involved  in  a 
new  Parliament,  he  would  not  take  the 
responsibilily  of  asking  the  House  to 
divide  ;  he  considered  it  would  be  unfair 
on  both  sides,  and,  therefore,  when  the 
proper  time  came  he  should  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

^  Mb.  W.  E.  FORSTEE  said,  that,  in 
bis  opinion,  his  hon.  Friend  had  taken  a 
wise  course  in  not  pressing  his  Motion, 
though  if  he  had  gone  to  a  division,  he 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  should  have  felt 
bound  to  go  with  him.  He  must 
confess  that  he  heard  the  exceedingly 


able  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
with  some  surprise,  as  he  understood 
him  to  give  as  one  reason  why 
India  should  pay  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
pense, that  the  war,  as  he  described  it, 
was  a  purely  Frontier  war.  They  had 
heard  several  different  descriptions  of 
that  war  from  various  Members  of  the 
Government.  When  speaking  of  a 
spirited  and  Imperial  policy,  the  war 
was  then  called  an  Imperial  war ;  but 
when  it  came  to  the  question  of  payment, 
it  was  called  a  Frontier  war.  It 
was  quite  true  that  the  Empire  of  In- 
dia must  defend  itself.  The  fact  that 
England  was  the  Euler  of  India  did  not 
excuse  the  Indian  people  from  paying  for 
their  own  defence  ;  but  his  opinion  of  the 
Afghan  War  was,  that  if  it  had  not  hap- 
pened to  be  the  case  that  the  Indian 
people  were  subjected  to  the  Indian  Go- 
vernment, and  that  that  Government 
chose  to  maintain  a  certain  European 
policy,  there  never  would  have  been  the 
war,  and,  consequently,  it  was  not  at 
all  to  their  credit  to  put  the  whole  ex- 
pense on  India.  When  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India  told  them  of 
the  fio.urishing  condition  of  India,  he 
would  remind  him  of  his  own  argument, 
and  ask  the  House  to  await  the  arrival 
of  the  Budget  before  coming  to  any  con- 
clusions on  the  question.  Referring  to 
the  Indian  finances,  he  said  it  would  be 
an  immense  convenience  to  all  who  took 
an  interest  in  the  Indian  question,  if 
an  effort  was  made  to  make  Indian 
finances  clear  to  any  Englishman  who 
wished  to  study  them.  He  had  personal 
reason  for  making  that  statement.  The 
Yicoroy  of  India  thought  fit  to  take  notice 
of  some  remarks  he  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster) 
had  made  at  Leeds,  and  commented 
strongly  upon  them ;  but  he  must  state 
tliat  his  attack  was  not  upon  the  Vice- 
roy, it  was  upon  the  increase  of  taxa- 
tion in  India.  His  statement  was  merely 
an  exact  statement  of  the  last  statistical 
Return,  and  when  he  found  out  he  was 
misled,  he  took  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  correcting  it.  He  thought  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  do  one  of  two  things 
— either  not  to  give  a  comparison  in 
the  annual  Return,  or  else  give  one 
that  was  intelligible  and  correct.  He 
reminded  the  House  that  no  country  had 
been  subjected  to  more  terrible  calami- 
ties than  India  ;  and  with  that  fact  star- 
ing them  in  the  face,  it  was  difficult  to 
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thej  might  deem  necessary  to  restrain 
disorder ;  and  then  complaint  was  very 
unfairly  made  if  disorderly  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  troops  occurred.  Some 
fresh  regulations  were  also  required  in 
respect  to  the  distribution  of  prize  money 
and  booty;  he  thought  that  clauses  to 
amend  the  defects  of  the  Bill  in  these 
particulars  might  very  properly  be  in- 
serted in  a  future  Bill.  The  measure 
would  require  amendment  in  the  next 
Parliament. 

Motion  agreed  to  :  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

FACILITIES   FOR   INl-ERMENT  BILL  [h.L.] 

A  Bill  to  facilitato  intermentB  and  permit  ro- 
ligiouB  services  in  churches,  chapels,  and  else- 
where, and  to  allow  silent  burials  with  certain 
exceptions — "WaB  preseuUd  by  llio  Lord  Dex- 
MAN  ;  read  1".    (No.  45.) 

CONSOLIDATED  FUIO)   (XO.    1)   BILL. 

Kead  2*  (according  to  order^ ;  Committee 
negatived :  Then  IStanding  Orders  iVos.  XXXVII. 
and  XXXVIII.  considered  (according  to  order), 
and  dispensed  with  :  Bill  read  3*,  and  passed. 

House  adjoiimed  at  a    quarter 

past  1  wo  o'clock,  to  Monday 

next,  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Monday,  15M  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.]— Pkivate  Bills— lVr«<  Reading— 
liammingeu's  Naturalization  *. 

Second  Heading — Katz  Naturalization  *. 

Public  Bills  —  Second  Heading  —  Hypothec 
Abolition  (ticutlund)  (31). 

Committee  —  Hiport  —  Kutit  India  Loan  (East 
Indian  Itailway  DobuuturoH)  *  (3G; ;  India 
Stock  (I'owers  of  Attonioy)  ♦  (37J ;  Army 
Discipline  and  Kcgulation  (Annualj  *. 

Third  Heading — Beer  Uealcrs  Kutail  Licenses  * 
(27) ;  Koad  Debts  on  Eutuiled  Estates  (boot- 
land)*  (29),  and  passed. 

Royal  Assent — Consolidated  Fund  (No,  1)  [43 
Vict.  c.  6] ;  Artizans  aud  Labourers  Dwell- 
ings Improvement  (Scotland)  Act  (1876) 
Amendment  [43  Vict,  c.  2j ;  Indian  Sahiries 
and  Allowances  [43  Vict.  c.  3];  Relief  of 
Distress  (Ireland)  [43  Vict,  c.  4J. 

The  Earl  of  Longford 


ARMY  —  AUXILIABY  FORCES  —  THE 
VOLUNTEER  REVIEW  ON  EASTER 
MONDAY.— STATEMENT. 

Yiscousrr  BXJBY  said,  it  might  be 
desirable  for  him  to  make  a  statement 
about  the  Volunteer  Beview.  It  would 
be  in  their  Lordships'  recollection  that 
there  had  been  some  doubts  as  to  the 
leg^t J  of  holding  the  Beview  during 
the  elections.  ScTeral  commnnicatjoai 
had  since  been  received,  stating  that 
very  g^reat  inconvenience  would  ensue 
if  this  view  were  held  to,  and  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown  were  consequentlj 
appealed  to  for  their  opinion.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  the  Act  of  1847  pro- 
hibited soldiers  from  parading  during 
the  time  of  an  election ;  and  there  also 
was  no  doubt  that  if  Begolar  troops 
were  with  the  Volunteers  at  the  Beview 
they  would  come  under  the  Act  which 
he  had  mentioned.  But  it  was  held  that 
if  no  Begular  troops  were  to  parade 
with  the  volunteers,  the  latter  would 
not  come  under  the  operation  of  the  Act 
It  had  been  r^resented  to  his  right  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  the  Secretazy  of 
State  for  War,  that  the  Volunteers  had 
entered  into  contracts  which  they  would 
be  unable  to  perform  if  a  Beview  were 
not  held,  and  that  general  inconvenience 
would  be  occasioned.  It  had  therefine 
been  decided  that  a  Beview  should  be 
held,  and  that  the  Volunteer  Begula- 
tions,  which  alone  stood  in  the  way, 
should    be    suspended    for    that   pux^ 

Eose.    It  would    not   be  necessary  to 
ring  any  Bill  into  Parliament  on  the 
subject. 

The  Mabqxtess  of  LANSDOWNE 
could  not  help  thinking  it  was  to  be  re- 
setted that  the  opinion  of  Her  Ha* 
jesty's  Qovemment  on  this  subject  hsd 
not  been  arrived  at  sooner,  because 
very  great  disappointment  and  inoon- 
venience  had  been  occasioned  by  the 
delay.  Precisely  a  similar  inconvenience 
arose,  he  thought,  last  year  in  regard 
to  the  position  of  the  Army  Beserve. 
He  believed  the  War  Office  had  been 
advised  that  the  Army  Beserve  could 
not  legally  volunteer  in  the  event  of 
an  emergency.  Subsequently  however, 
it  was  found  that  that  step — which 
would  have  avoided  immense  trouble, 
and  particularly  the  necessity  for  indis- 
criminate drafting  from  other  regiments 
— mi  gilt  have  been  taken  without  any 
departure  from  the  law. 
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Mb.  HIBBEHT  appealed  to  the  Clian- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  withdraw  the 
principal  clause  legalizing  the  convey- 
ance of  voters  in  boroughs,  on  the 
ground  that  hon.  Members  had  not  had 
sufficient  time  to  consider  its  effect. 
There  were  no  less  than  14  Notices  of 
Amendment  on  the  Paper. 

Thb  OHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QXTEB  did  not  think  that  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr. 
Hibbert)  to  go  on  with  the  Bill,  leaving 
ont  the  clause  referred  to,  would  bo  of 
much  ffood.  Without  the  clause  there 
would  be  no  necessity  of  hurrying  the 
passage  of  the  Bill.  He  understood 
there  was  a  great  desire  to  have  the 
question  settled  one  way  or  the  other, 
and  that  hon.  Members  preferred  to 
have  the  measure  introduced  even  now, 
than  to  leave  the  point  unsettled.  It 
would  be  better  to  withdraw  the  Bill 
itself  than  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of 
the  hon.  Qentleman.  Ho  proposed  to 
fix  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  for  Mon- 
day, and  they  would  be  able  in  the 
meantime  to  see  what  could  be  done. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOESTEE  supported  the 
appeal  of  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Hibbert), 
for  there  was  too  much  dispute  on  the 
matter  to  settle  it  off  hand. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Committee  deferred  till  Monday  next. 

MOTIONS. 

CUSTOMS  AND  INLAND  REVENUE  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Raiker,  Bill  to  grant  cer- 
tain Duties  of  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue, 
and  to  amend  the  Laws  relating  to  Inland 
Berenae,  ordered  (on  the  first  Four  Resolutions) 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Raikes,  Mr.  Chax- 
CSLLOB  of   the  Exchequer,    and  Sir   Henry 

SK.Wiy-lBBETSOX. 

Wlpre$ented^ and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill 111.] 

OONSOLIDATED  FUND   (aPPROPBIATION) 

BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Raikes,  Bill  to  apply  cer- 
iahi  sums  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  to  the 
■errioe  of  the  years  ending  on  the  thirty-first 
day  of  March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
•eventy-ninc,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-one,   and  to  appropriate    the   Suj)plios 

Eted  in  this  Session  of  Parliament,  ordered 
the  Fifth  Resolution)  to  be  brought  in  by 
Raikes,  IMt.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
avvR,  and  Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ihhetson. 
Bill  presented,  and  read  the  first  time. 


ORDER     OF    THE    BAT. 


WAYS  AND   MEANS. 

Resolution  [11th  IMarch]  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  (Gen- 
tlemen appointed  to  bring  in  the  said  Bill  on 
the  Fifth  Resolution,  That  they  have  power  to 
make  provision  therein  pursuant  to  the  said 
Resolution. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 

after  Six  o'clock,  till 

Monday  next. 


HOUSE     OF     L0ED8, 
Saturday,  IZth  March,  1880. 


MTXTJTES.]— Public  Bills— 2^ir#^  Beading— 

Facilities  lor  Interment*  (46). 
Second  Beading — Fast  India  Loan  (East  Indian 

Railway    Debentures)  ♦   (36) ;    India    Stock 

(Powers  of  Attorney)  •  (37) ;  Army  Discipline 

and  Regulation  (Annual). 
Second  Reading  —  Committee  negatived  —  Third 

Reading — Consolidated  Fund  (No.   !)♦,  and 

passed. 
Committee — Report — Road    Debts    on    Entailed 

Estates  (Scotland)  ♦  (29). 

PARLIA^IEXT— BUSINESS  OF  THE 

HOUSE. 

Ordered,  That  for  the  remainder  of  the  Ses- 
sion the  Bill  or  Bills  which  are  entered  for  con- 
sideration on  the  Minutes  of  the  Day  shall  have 
the  same  precedence  which  Bills  have  on  Tues- 
days and  Thursdiiys. — {The  Viscount  Cranbrook.) 

AR^IY  DISCIPLINE  AND  REGULATION 
(xVNNUAL)  BILL. 
(The  Viscount  Bury.) 

SECOND     BSADINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading,  read. 

Moved,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2«." 
— {Hie  Viscount  Bury.) 

The  Earl  of  LONGFORD  said,  he 
regretted  that  the  Bill  could  not  have 
been  brouglit  forward  at  an  earlier 
period,  when  it  might  have  undergone 
discussion,  especially  as  the  Bill  of  last 
year  had  been  passed  after  only  a  few 
hours*  consideration.  By  certain  of  its 
provisions  commanding  officers  were  pre- 
vented from  adopting  measures  which 
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would  bo  convoniont    that  wo   should 
havo    those    speeches    from    authentic 
quarters.  But  that  speech  contains  some 
comments  which  I  wish  to  allude  to. 
The  Viceroy  speaks  in  his  speech  of  an 
allegation,  which  he  describes  as  **  Mr. 
Gladstone's  last  allegation,"  **  that  the 
Indian    Government    had    deliberately 
falsified  its  military  accounts  to  conceal 
the  real  cause  of  the  Afghan  War."   To 
this  the  Viceroy  seems  to  reply.     I  will 
only  detain  the  House  with  a  brief  ex- 
planation of  what  really  took  place.     It 
never  was  my  allegation.     I  never  al- 
leged what  is  here  imputed  to  me,  be- 
cause I  never  knew  it.    What  I  did  was 
that  I  simply  mentioned  it  as  the  allega- 
tion of  others,  as  being  given  to  me 
with  such  presumption'andan  appearance 
of  truth  that  I  thought  it  right  to  give 
it  public  mention  in  order  that,  if  in- 
correct,  it  might  be  contradicted.      I 
am  afraid  this  is  an  evidence  that  the 
Viceroy  in  this,  as  in  former  instances, 
has  commented  on  documents  which  he 
has  never  read.     I  am  quite  sure  he  is 
wholly  incapable  of  deliberate  mis-re- 
presentation, as  a  man  not  only  of  dis- 
tinction,  but   of  honour;    but  I  have 
noticed    the    most    extraordinary    dis- 
crepancies   between   official  documents 
which  were  in  our  hands,  and  the  Viceroy '  s 
account  of  them ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  this  must  have  been  owing  to  his 
having  received  a  description  of  the  do- 
cuments second-hand.      The  allegation 
which  has  been  circulated    here,    and 
which  is  a  very  serious  one,  is  an  allega- 
tion which  can  be  perfectly  well-disposed 
of.     As  to  the  accuracy  or  inaccuracy  of 
it,  the  Government  will  be  able  to  give 
us  the  means  of  fairly  judging.       It 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  smallness  of 
the  figures  of  the  war  charge  was  owing 
to  the  fact  that  a  very  large  amount  of 
material  had  been  withdrawn  from  stores 
in  England  and  India,  and  had  not  been 
replaced.    Now,  I  think  that  when  alle- 
gations of  this  kind  are  made,  it  is  well 
that  they  should  be  answered.  I  hope  the 
allegations  will  be  entirely  answered,  for, 
when  they  come  into  circulation,  if  not 
founded  on  fact,  they  should  be  at  once 
contradicted.     Therefore,  out  of  respect 
to  the  Viceroy,  I  think  it  right  to  make 
this  explanation.     As  regards  the  sub- 
stance of  the  Motion,  I  cordially  em- 
brace the  doctrine  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Hackney.    There  is  not 
a  constituency  in    the    country  before 
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which  I  would  not  be  prepared  to  stand, 
if  it  were  the  poorest  and  most  dis- 
tressed in  the  land,  if  it  were  composed 
of  a  body  of  men  to  all  of  whom  ereiy 
addition  of  a  farthinff  for  taxes  wis  t 
sensible  burden,  ana  before  them  I 
would  be  glad  to  stand,  and  plead  that 
when  we  have  made  in  India  a  war. 
which  our  own  Gk>vemment  have  de- 
scribed as  in  part  an  Imperial  war,  we 
ought  not  for  a  moment  to  shrink  from 
the  responsibily  of  assuming  at  least  a 
portion  of  the  cost  of  that  war,  in  cor- 
respondence with  that  declaration,  in- 
stead of  making  use  of  the  law  and  ar- 
g^ument  of  force,  which  is  the  only  law 
and  the  only  argument  which  we  pos- 
sess, or  apply,  to  place  the  whole  of  thii 
burden  on  the  shoulders  of  the  people  of 
India. 

Mb.  BALFOUB  said,  that  the  riglit 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Green- 
wich had  touched  upon  every  subject  of 
dispute  in  that  House  daring  the  last 
three  years  with  regard  to  &dia,  con- 
cluding with  a  reference  to  a  oontrorenj 
between  himself  and  the  Viceroy.    If  he 
(Mr.  Balfour)  rightly  understood  the 
complaint  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
against  the  Viceroy,  it  consisted  in  this 
— that  the  Viceroy  had  quoted  a  certain 
assertion,   and   described  it   as    "Mr. 
Gladstone's  last  allegation."    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  considered  that  to  be  an 
incorrect  statement,  because  he  had  not 
made  the  allegation  himself.    Butif  tho 
Viceroy  had  said — "  The  last  allegatiiA 
to  which  Mr.  Gladstone  has  given  wide 
publicity,"  he  would  have  been  distinctly 
accurate.      The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
therefore,  in  his  (Mr.  Balfour's)  opinion, 
had  not  so  much  to  complain  of  as  he 
seemed  to  think.    The  distinction  was 
really  nothing  like  so  material  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  appeared  to  sq^ 
pose ;  for  if  the  allegation  was  not  hia 
own,  he  had  lent  the  weight  of  his  great 
name  to  give  wide  currency  to  it.     With 
regard  to  the  question  raised  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hackney  (Mr.  Fawoett),  he 
was  glad  to  think  that  it  was  not  intro- 
duced as  a  Party  question.     He  was 
always  sorry  when  Lidian  matters  were 
treated    as  Party  questions;    and,    of 
course,  it  would  be  particularly  dissM- 
trous  so  to  treat  them  on  the  eye  of  a 
General  Election.     The  hon.  Member 
for  Hackney  had  told  the  House  thsU 
there  was  not  a  constituency  in  England 
which  would  not  think  that  the  GKnrem- 
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ment  were  doing  wroo^in  connection 
with  the  Afghan  War.  His  hon.  Friend 
thought,  therefore,  that  the  Government, 
in  pnrsaing  their  present  course,  were 
doing  something  which  would  injure 
them  with  the  country;  and  he  (Mr. 
Balfour)  might,  therefore,  defend  the 
policj  of  the  Government  without  laying 
himself  open  to  heing  told  that  what- 
erer  he  might  say  was  with  a  view  to 
the  forthcoming  Election.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Hackney,  when  he  con- 
tended that  the  expense  of  the  Afghan 
War,  being  an  Imperial  matter,  ought 
to  be  borne  in  part  by  England,  must 
be  prepared  to  admit  that  ^1  expendi- 
ture incurred  by  England  for  Imperial 
purposes  should  also  be  borne  in  part 
Dj  India ;  and,  once  that  principle  ac- 
cepted, a  vast  number  of  difficulties 
would  arise.  It  would  simply  be  im- 
possible to  apportion  exactly  the  liability 
of  the  two  countries  in  matters  which 
affected  each,  such  as,  for  instance,  the 
strengthening  of  England's  military  de- 
fences. The  expense  of  bringing  the 
Indian  troops  to  Malta,  which  was  to 
fall  upon  the  English  Exchequer,  would, 
aooording  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Hack- 
ney's contention,  clearly  have  been  in 
part  a  charge  upon  India.  Again,  there 
was  the  case  of  the  Hoyal  Navy.  India, 
if  a  separate  country,  would  unquestion- 
ably require  a  Fleet  of  her  own ;  yet 
noming,  or  very  little,  was  charged  to 
her  in  respect  of  the  Navy  maintained 
by  England.  With  regard  to  the  !Mo- 
tiion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hacknoy,  it 
was  beyond  dispute  that  the  Afghan 
War  was  a  war  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  India  apart  from  her  con- 
nection with  England.  It  was  under- 
taken immediately  in  conseq^uenco  of  the 
insult  offered  to  the  Indian  Government, 
and  among  the  more  profound  causes 
that  led  to  that  war  was  undoubtedly 
the  necessity  of  defending  the  North- 
West  Frontier  of  India.  If  India  had 
belonged  to  an  independent  Monarch — 
for  instance,  had  the  Ghreat  Mogul  him- 
self happened  to  be  the  Euler  of  India 
— ^it  would  have  been  necessary  for  him 
to  have  entered  into  that  war  2>recisoly 
as  the  Indian  Government  had  done, 
and  for  precisely  the  same  objects.  There 
was  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  Her  ISfa- 
jesty's  Government  were  following  out  a 
right  line  of  policy  in  throwing  the  whole 
ofthe  cost  upon  the  Indian  finances,  and 
for  these  reasons  he  could  not  but  give 


the  Government  in  this  matter  his  cor- 
dial support. 

Mr.  LAING  said,  he  differed  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  last  spoken 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour),  in  his  speculative 
assertion  that  the  Great  Mogul,  if  he 
had  been  Ruler  of  India,  would  have 
been  forced  to  enter  into  hostilities  in 
the  same  way  as  had  been  now  done. 
He  (Mr.  Laing)  thought,  if  an  inde- 
pendent Monarch  had  been  concerned 
m  the  matter,  he  would  never  have  gone 
to  war  at  all.  If  they  were  to  go  into 
speculation  at  all,  the  safest  assertion 
to  make  would  be  that  the  Indian 
Government  would  never  have  under- 
taken the  war  of  its  own  motion.  But 
he,  for  one,  would  advise  hon.  Members 
to  abstain  from  speculation,  and  to  con- 
fine the  discussion  to  the  real  issue,  the 
question  of  finance,  which  was  the 
more  prosaic  issue  before  them.  If  the 
financial  condition  of  India  had  been 
flourishing,  if  the  pressure  of  taxation 
had  been  light,  and  the  Eevenue  ample, 
this  question  would  not  have  been  seri- 
ously raised ;  but  if  the  finances  were 
in  a  condition  of  distress,  if  the  pressure 
of  taxation  was  heavily  felt,  and  if  that 
pressure  and  the  sense  of  injustice  which 
it  caused  constituted  a  source  of  danger  to 
their  Indian  Empire,  he  thought  that 
both  justice  and  policy  might  require  that 
England  should  contribute  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  cost  of  what  had  been 
admitted  by  the  Prime  Minister  to  have 
been  in  the  main  a  war  undertaken  for 
Imperial  and  European  olgects.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  showed,  by  the 
tone  which  thoy  took  last  year,  and  their 
action  in  advancing  aloanof  £2,()0(),0(M) 
without  interest,  and  which  there  was 
very  little  expectation  would  ever  bore- 
paid,  that  they  wore  not  indivsposed  to 
relieve  India  of  some  portion  of  the 
cost ;  and  if  the  proposal  to  assist  India 
was  now  resisted  by  them,  it  was  due  very 
much  to  the  favourable  change  supposed 
to  have  taken  place  in  Indian  finances. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Guildford  (Mr. 
Onslow)  had  said  that  India  could  now 
well  afford  to  pay  for  the  war,  and  sug- 
gested that  it  would  not  do  to  place  the 
cost  on  the  English  taxpayers  on  the  ove 
of  a  General  Election.  It  became,  there- 
fore, of  essential  moment  to  investigate 
how  far  it  was  correct  that  the  finances 
of  India  were  in  such  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion that  it  was  a  matter  of  little  moment 
to  the  Indian  taxpayer  whether  the  whole 
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burden  of  this  war  was  thrown  upon 
him  or  not.  In  speeches  of  high  autho- 
rity there  had  been  an  attempt  to  repre- 
sent the  finances  of  India  as  being  in 
a  flourishing  condition ,  and  any  asser- 
tions to  the  contrary  were  described  as  a 
device  of  Party  opponents,  got  up  for 
electioneering  purposes.  As  regarded 
the  improvement  in  the  financial  posi- 
tion of  India,  no  one  could  rejoice  more 
than  he.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  right 
to  analyze  the  causes  of  it,  and  see  if 
they  were  of  temporary  or  a  permanent 
nature.  By  far  the  largest  increase 
was  due  to  the  opium  trade,  it  being  said 
that  in  the  course  of  three  months,  the 
opium  revenue  had  improved  by 
£1,500,000.  Now,  he  had  had  some 
experience  of  this  opium  revenue,  and 
was  responsible  for  two  Budgets  at  a 
period  of  gseat  anxiety.  The  general 
feeling  then  was  that  the  opium  traffic 
was  extremely  precarious,  and  he  had 
to  investigate  the  subject.  He  now 
ventured  to  say  that  there  were  only 
two  ways  in  which  the  sreat  excess 
could  be  obtained.  Instead  of  increas- 
ing the  supply  of  opium,  they  might 
increase  their  revenue  by  diminishing 
the  supply,  because,  in  that  case,  they 
would  have  less  to  pay  for  the  manufac- 
ture, and  would  force  up  the  price  in 
China  to  a  very  high  rate.  It  was  one 
of  the  cardinal  points  in  Indian  finance 
to  keep  the  opium  revenue  as  steady  as 
possible,  and  by  no  means,  he  ventured 
to  say,  could  a  surplus  of  £2,000,000  be 
obtained  from  that  source  in  the  course 
of  seven  or  eight  months  without  trench- 
ing on  the  expectations  of  the  future, 
and  raising  a  very  strong  presumption 
that  in  the  next  year,  or  the  year  after, 
there  would  be  a  corresponding  diminu- 
tion to  an  equal,  if  not  to  a  larger  amount. 
As  regarded  silver,  too,  the  difibrence  in 
the  rates  of  exchange,  by  which  it  was 
hoped  £1,000,000  would  be  realized, 
was  a  matter  of  extremely  precarious 
calculation  ;  while  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  during  the  present  year,  there 
had  been  no  exceptionally  heavy  famine 
expenditure  in  India.  The  sources  of 
improvement  in  the  Bevenue,  therefore, 
which  he  had  indicated,  although  they 
were  productive  of  many  gratifying  re- 
sults, in  the  present  instance  were  not 
such  as  could  fairly  be  relied  on  to  con- 
tinue. The  fact  wa8,^^that  the  condition 
of  Indian  finance  did  not  really  depend 
80  much  on  those  temporary  eoorces  of 
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income  as  on  the  mode  in  which  the  cx- 

Senditure  on  what  were  known  as  pm- 
uctive    works    was    dealt     with,    and 
seeing  the  deficit  in  the  case  of  works  of 
irrigation  and  the  State    railways  on 
which  a  sum  of  over  £24,000.000  hal 
been  expended  within  the  10  years  end- 
ing in   1878,  it  was  clear  that  Budgets 
were  framed  by  making  a  charge  on 
capital,  which  was  by  no  means  a  diffi- 
ciut  operation,  and  one  quite  easy  to 
conceal.    In  fact,   the    accounts   from 
India  were  arranged  as  if  for  the  expre^d 
purpose  of  confusion,  and  he  defied  any- 
one who  was  not  an  expert,  and  who 
did  not  devote  a  great  deal  of  time  to  them, 
to  get  at  the  truth.     He  wished  also  to 
point  out  that  the  time  at  which  the 
Afghan  War  was  commenced  was  one 
of  great  tension  and  difficulty  in  Indian 
finance,  which  could  be  restored  to  a 
sound  footing  only  by  means  of  freeb 
taxation,  or  by  having  recourse  to  mea- 
sures of  economy.    Into  the  question  of 
the  policy  of  that  war  he  had  no  desire 
to  enter.    He  would  merely  refer  to  the 
fact  that,  in  accordance  with  the  state- 
ments of  the  Prime  Minister,  it  had  been 
undertaken  for  objects  which,  in   the 
main,  were  Imperial  and  English  object*, 
in  the  pursuit  of  which  in  Europe  it  had 
come  to  pass  that  Russia  had  oeen  in- 
duced   to  consider  the    expediency  of 
seeking  to  inflict  a  blow  thixough  their 
possessions  in  the  East.     He  wanted  to 
know  what  would  be  the  permanent  ex- 
penditure entailed  on  India  by  any  pos- 
sible   policy    which     the    Government 
might  intend  to  carnr  out  in  Afghanis- 
tan ?    He  did  not  doubt  for  a  moment 
that  they  had  the  power  to  effect  the 
military    occupation    of  a    portion  of 
Afghanistan;   but  what  he   did  doubt 
was  the  ability  of  the  people  of  India  to 
support    the    taxation  that  would  be 
necessary  to  pay  for  such  an  occvpatioD. 
Even  if  they  retired  within  the  Scientific 
Frontier  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghindamuck, 
the  increase  of  the  expenditure  was  es- 
timated at   £1,000,000  a-yoar;   and  if 
they    occupied    Candahar    and     other 
points,  it  was  impossible  to  say  what  the 
expenditure  would  be.    Those  burdens 
were    great,    and  they  had  yet  to  be 
felt.     Such  a  policv  was  danflrerous  to 
India,  and  the  Hindoos  woold  be  forced 
to  the  conviction  that  they  were  being 
unfairly  treated.    Havinffregard  to  the 
conditions  of  their  Indian  fhnpire,  was  it 
wise  and  politic  that  burdens  of  this 
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nature  sboold  be  pni  on  the  backs  of 
the  Indian  taxpayers,  or  accumulated  by 
adding  year  by  year  to  the  debt,  while 
nothing  at  all,  or,  at  all  events,  only  a 
paltry  sum,  was  paid  by  England  to- 
wards defraying  the  expense  of  a  war 
by  which  this  country  had  benefited  the 
most,  because,  by  t]}e  confession  of  the 
Primo  Minister,  it  had  thereby  regained 
its  ascendency  in  the  Councils  of  Europe  ? 
If  that  policy  were  persisted  in,  the  day 
would  come  when  the  Government  would 
have  to  choose  between  financial  bank- 
ruptcy in  India,  or  to  bring  the  British 
taxpayer  in  some  form  or  other  to  the 
zeacue.  He  regarded  India  as  the 
greatest  monument  of  the  best  qualities 
of  the  English  race  that  had  ever  been 
raised,  and  it  was  for  that  reason  that 
he  wifdied  to  do  nothing  to  endanger  it. 
Mb.  mac  IYEE  wished  to  congratu- 
late his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Hackney  (Mr.  Fawcett)  upon  his  speech, 
which  differed  entirely  from  the  election- 
eering character  of  that  which  had  fallen 
from  other  right  hon.  and  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite.  The  fact  that  the  House 
was  upon  the  eve  of  a  General  Election 
had  made  no  difference  whatever  so  far 
as  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fawcett)  was 
concerned.  Considering  tJiat  the  present 
debate  was  based  upon  the  question  as 
to  who  should  bear  the  expense  of  the 
troubles  in  Afghanistan,  it  would  have 
been  more  satisfactory  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Greenwich, 
who  so  warmly  supported  the  Kesolutiun 
before  the  House,  had  told  the  House  what 
was  the  real  policy  and  intention  of  the 
Liberal  Party  if,  unfortunately  for  the 
oonntry,  they  got  a  majority  in  the  new 
Parliament.  It  was  clear  to  everyone  that, 
from  one  point  of  view,  the  Afghan  War 
was  a  local  question ;  and,  from  another 
point  of  view,  it  was  an  Imperial  question. 
The  Afig;han  War  was  not  a  new  trouble, 
but  was  one  which  arose  out  of  an  old 
sore,  and  should  therefore  be  treated  as 
one  which  affected  that  part  of  the  do- 
minions which  it  really  concerned,  and 
which  should  bear  the  expense  of  the 
trouble.  If  trouble  was  to  arise  nearer 
home,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  Mediter- 
rsnean  with  reference  to  Malta,  Gib- 
raltar, or  Cyprus,  no  one  would  think  of 
asking  India  to  pay.  Nor  ought  Great 
Britain  now  to  pay  for  this  Afghan  busi- 
ness. The  expense  should  be  justly 
borne,  with  due  reference  to  the  cir- 
cumstances and  the    scene  of  the  oc- 


j  currence.  In  such  a  case  as  the  present, 
I  therefore,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
House  should  not  agree  to  the  Motion 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hackney.  The 
real  question  was,  whether  the  British 
taxpayer  should  be  called  upon  to  bear 
the  expenses  of  the  present  war,  and  he 
had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  he 
should  not. 

SiE  EDWARD  COLEBROOKE  said, 
that  when  the  hon.  Member  for  Hack- 
ney (Mr.  Fawcett)  proposed  two  years 
ago  that  the  whole  of  the  burden  of  the 
war  should  be  borne  by  the  finances  of 
England,  he  (Sir  Edward  Colebrooke) 
did  not  follow  him  in  that  proposition, 
but  now  circumstances  were  altered. 
Last  year  the  Government  considered 
the  finances  of  India  required  some  aid, 
and  on  that  occasion  he  considered  the 
Government  acted  most  inadequately  in 
merely  allowing  to  India  the  interest  on 
a  small  loan  of  money.  This  was  a 
question,  he  thought,  which  might  be 
considered  one  in  which  the  English 
taxpayer  might  act  generously  in  the 
matter,  as  well  as  justly  towards  the 
people  of  India.  It  was  not  a  common 
war,  and  they  did  not  look  merely  to 
the  Frontier  of  India ;  they  looked  to 
something  beyond — to  Central  Asia,  and 
even  the  Bosi)horus  itself.  The  causes 
which  led  to  the  war  wore  of  the  kind 
entailed  by  orders  from  home,  in  defiance 
of  the  repeated  remonstrances  of  those 
who  were  responsible  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  India ;  and,  therefore,  they 
were  justified  in  urging  the  Government 
to  take  some  step  in  order  to  meet  the 
case  justly.  They  might  call  it  the 
policy  of  Iler  Majesty's  Government  as 
regarded  Afghanistan ;  but,  if  so,  it 
had  broken  down  almost  from  the  very 
beginning,  because  the  aflairs  of  India 
were  continually  changing.  The  for- 
mer Afghan  War  cost  about  £2,000,000 
or  £3,000,000  a-year;  but  that  was  a 
war  undertaken  with  very  much  smaller 
resources  than  they  had  at  i)re8ent.  The 
present  war  was  one,  as  far  as  they 
could  judge,  that  required  an  enormous 
Force,  such  a  Force  that  they  never 
had  in  India  before — that  was,  employed 
beyond  their  Frontier ;  and  tho  cost  of 
that,  if  it  were  continued,  must  amount 
to  from  £3,000,000  to  £4,000,000  ster- 
ling a-year.  Tho  cost  of  maintaining 
such  a  Force  must  bo  of  a  very  serious 
character,  and  if  it  was  carried  on  for 
many  years  the  resources  of  India  must 
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break  down  in  the  struggle.  Those 
were  grounds,  he  considered,  why  some 
more  consideration  should  bo  given  by 
the  people  of  England.  He  would  add, 
further,  that  the  reason  why  they  should 
make  that  special  proposal  was  that  ho, 
for  his  part,  should  regard  it  with  great 
favour,  oecause,  if  carried  out,  it  would 
make  the  people  of  England  share  some- 
what in  the  responsibility,  and  put  the 
Government  of  this  country  under  some 
control  or  responsibility.  They  might 
well  weigh  the  course  on  which  they 
were  engaged,  and  if  they  did,  they 
would  find  that  a  war  of  that  kind  was 
not  a  war  which  they  could  play  upon  a 
chess-board,  or  have  the  luxury  of  read- 
ing the  reports  of  the  success  of  their 
arms ;  but  one  in  which  they  were  deeply 
interested,  and  in  which  a  false  step 
would  lead  to  a  heavy  burden  being 
thrown  upon  the  country.  For  these 
and  other  reasons  he  had  stated,  he 
should  cordially  join  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hackney. 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  said,  that  the 
discussion  had  wandered  over  a  wide 
field,  though  the  issue  to  be  decided  was, 
in  reality,  extremely  simple.  It  was,  in 
the  first  place,  ought  India  justly  to  bear 
the  whole  expense  of  the  renewed  hos- 
tilities in  Afghanistan  ?  and  secondly,  if  so, 
could  she  bear  it  ?  Now,  thehon.  Member 
for  Hackney  (Mr.  Fawcett)  seemed  to 
make  rather  light  of  the  latter  point,  for 
he  had  said  that  the  question  of  her  ability 
to  pay  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the 
matter;  but  that  could  hardly  be  con- 
tended by  hon.  Members  opposite  in 
face  of  the  fact  that  on  many  occasions 
last  year  they  had  said  the  matter  would  be 
decided  by  her  simple  inability  to  contri- 
bute, and  that  that  was  the  very  reason 
why  the  war  should  not  have  been  under- 
taken. The  first  point,  however,  was, 
whether  India  ought  to  contribute  ?  That 
subject,  as  well  as  the  origin  of  the  war, 
had  been  discussed  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  and  ho  recollected  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Elgin  Burghs  (Mr. 
Grant  Duff)^  who  then  held  the  ofiice 
which  he  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  now  filled, 
speaking  with  justly-merited  authority, 
had  said  that  if  they  were  to  strike  the 
balance  between  England  and  India,  he 
was  persuaded  that  India  ought  to  pay 
not  less,  but  more  than  she  did  at  pre- 
sent. The  hon.  Member  for  Maidstone 
(Sir  John  Lubbook),  also,  had  pointed 
out  that  the  interest  of  England  was  the 

Sir  JSdward  CoUhroohe 


preservation  of  her  road  to  India,  and 
that  for  that  object  she  had  made  ^at 
sacrifices,  in  relation  to  the  general 
Eastern  Question,  and  had,  after  all. 
paid  more  than  her  fair  share  of  the 
total  cost  of  what  had  been  under- 
taken. Again,  the  hon.  Member  ic/t 
Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Campbell)  had 
put  the  matter  in  an  amusing  war, 
in  observing  that  he  should  prefer 
the  expense  to  be  borne  by  India  rather 
than  Kirkcaldy.  On  the  occasion  when 
those  speeches  were  made,  the  Houn 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government  were  satis- 
factory, and  had  decided  that  the  contri- 
bution made  by  England  was  entirely 
adequate  to  the  purpose.  Now,  if  the 
former  war  was  really  a  Frontier  war, 
what  was  the  House  to  say  of  the  re- 
newed hostilities?  What  was  their  ori- 
gin ?  They  were  due  simply  and  solelj 
to  the  foul  massacre  of  an  &ivoy  sent  hj 
the  Government  of  India  to  reside  in  a 
bordering  country,  just  as  they  sent  Be- 
presentatives  to  other  States  upon  their 
Frontier,  and  on  that  account  alone  thej 
were  compelled  to  invade  and  capture  the 
city  of  Oabul.  It  was  impossible  to  denj 
that  those  renewed  hostuities  bore  the 

feneral  character  of  a  Frontier  war ;  in- 
eed,  he  had  always  regarded  them  as 
difiPering    only    in   decree  from   other 
Frontier  wars.    In  de&ng  with  the  ex- 
penses of  that  war  the  Government  had 
had  the  advice  and  opinion  of  the  Yieeroj 
and  of  the  whole  Executive  (^ovemmeiit 
in  India,  all  of  whom  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  though  it  was  right  in 
the  first  campaign   to  ask  the  assist- 
ance of  England,  because  of  the  great 
difficulty  occasioned  to  Indian  finance 
by  the    fall    in    the  value    of   silver, 
it  was  unnecessary  now  for  England  to 
contribute  a  single  shilling.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Green- 
wich,  however,  pooh-poohed  that  view 
of  the  case,  and  asked  how  it  could  be 
supposed  that  the  Viceroy  and  his  Coan- 
cil,  in  any  true  sense  of  the  word,  repre- 
sented the  people  of  India.    He  (Mr. 
E.    Stanhope)  would    ask    the    House 
how    far    that    argument    should    be 
pressed  ?    He  could,  however,  say  that 
if  the  Indian  people  were  to  be  taxed 
only  by    their     own    BepresentatiTes 
and  as  far  as  they  liked,  the  probability 
was  that  Englana  would  have  to  pay  tlie 
entire    expense    of   their   government. 
But  the  right  hon.  GenUeman  did  not  go 
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on  to  fl^ye  the  House  the  advantage  of 
his  opinion  as  to  the  financial  principles 
which  should  guide  them.  He  deeply 
regpretted  that  one  who,  like  his  right 
hon.  Friend,  was  thoroughly  capable  of 
treating  those  financial  principles,  should 
not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  deal 
with  them  on  this  occasion.  But  what 
were  those  principles  ?  In  the  first  place, 
that  it  was  eminently  desirable  in  all 

Cible  circumstances  that  India  should 
>  its  own  burdens,  and  not  add  to 
the  burdens  of  this  country.  For  what 
did  the  opposite  policy  involve  ?  First  of 
all,  the  position  of  India  would  be  less- 
ened in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  if  it  were 
to  be  supposed  that  for  a  Frontier  war 
against  barbarous  enemies  she  was 
oblig^  to  come  to  England  for  assist- 
ance. It  would  also  encourage  a  ten- 
dency to  engage  easily  in  war,  and  in 
connection  with  those  two  evils,  he  could 
not  imagine  anything  more  dangerous, 
or  more  likely  to  make  the  people  of 
Eneland  dissatisfied  with  their  relations 
with  India,  than  that  India  was  to  be  a 
financial  burden  on  this  country.  His 
second  principle  was  this — that  the  main 
guarantee  for  economical  administration 
m  India  was,  that  India  should  pay  her 
own  way.  Once  take  away  that  gua- 
rantee, once  let  it  be  supposed  that  any 
enterprize  it  might  suit  the  Indian  Go- 
yemment  to  undertake,  was  to  be  paid 
for  by  England,  and  all  security  for 
economy  in  Indian  administration  was  at 
an  end.  AVhere  a  single  false  step  might 
precipitate  them  into  a  costly  war,  nothing 
was  more  important  than  that  they  should 
be  guided  by  financial  considerations  of 
the  strictest  order  in  dealing  with  India, 
not  allowing  any  considerations  of  the  wil- 
lingness of  England  to  make  unlimit<Ml 
contributions  to  Indian  wars  to  influence 
the  public  opinion  of  that  country.  No- 
thing could  be  more  dangerous  than  that 
India  should  suppose  she  had  no  need  to 
act  with  prudence,  as,  whatever  she 
might  do,  England  would  pay.  Then  it 
only  remained  to  be  considered  whether 
India  could  pay.  Hon.  and  right  hon. 
Ghentlemen  opposite  treated  that  matter 
aomewhat  lightly  now,  but  during  the 
course  of  the  past  year  there  had  been 
statements  of  a  very  contrary  character. 
He  had  heard  a  groat  deal  about  finan- 
cial confusion ;  hon.  Qentlemen  pointed 
to  the  loan  for  which  he  asked  power 
last  year,  and  said  it  was  financial 
bankruptcy.    And  here  he  was  bound  to 


express  surprise  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hackney,  who  generally  spoke  with 
great  fairness  in  these  matters,  did  not 
take  some  opportunity  of  congratulating 
the  Government  on  the  improved  con- 
dition of  Indian  finance. 

Mr.  FAWCETT  said,  he  was  sorry  to 
interrupt  the  hon.  Gentleman ;  but  he 
wished  to  say  that  he  distinctly  said,  and 
he  believed  it  would  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  House,  that  he  much  rejoiced 
to  find  that  the  finances  of  India  had  im- 
proved. 

Mr.  E.  stanhope  said,  that,  of 
course  he  accepted  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
statement,  though  even  now  he  gave 
no  credit  to  the  Government  in  the 
matter.  His  right  hon.  Friend  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Gladstone),  though  he  seemed 
very  anxious  it  should  not  be  su2)posed 
that  he  expressed  any  opinion  on  the 
subject,  certainly  did  say  in  one  of  his 
speeches  in  Scotland,  that  there  was  a 
widespread  belief,  to  which  he  desired 
to  give  circulation,  that  the  charge  on 
account  of  the  Afghan  War  had  not  been 
made  known ;  and  he  went  on  to  say  he 
believed  only  a  little  had  been  put  for- 
ward and  that  a  great  deal  remained  be- 
hind, and  he  expressed  the  general  belief 
that  the  full  cost  of  the  war  had  not  been 
stated.  Now  he  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope),  on  the 
part  ofthe  Government  of  India,  gave  that 
statement  an  unqualified  denial.  They 
had  put  forward,  as  honestly  as  any  Go- 
vernment could,  every  item  of  expendi- 
ture that  could  possibly  be  incluaed  in 
this  war.  He  would  like  to  give  an  in- 
stance of  the  way  in  which  every  indirect 
itt'Ui  had  been  included  in  the  cost.  In 
tho  course  of  tlio  operations  on  the 
Frontier  a  largo  number  of  the  transport 
animals  had  died  or  boon  killed.  In 
consequence  of  that  loss  the  cost  of  the 
l*ost  Office  all  over  India  had  been  in- 
creased, and  that  charge  had  been  in- 
cluded in  tho  cost  of  the  war.  There 
was  another  point  upon  which  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Greenwich  appeared  to 
lay  great  stress,  because  he  had  called 
attention  to  it  three  times — twice  in  tho 
country,  and  a  third  time  in  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
cost  of  warlike  stores  had  considerably 
diminished,  and  he  suggested,  therefore, 
that  the  Government  had  drawn  upon 
those  stores  in  consequence  ofthe  fighting 
in  Afghanistan,  and  that  those  stores 
were  now  very  much  reduced.  Now, 
after  a  careful  inquiry, this  was  the  result. 
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Tho  saving  of  £290,000  on  ordnance 
supplies  was  a  real  one.  It  was,  how- 
ever, due  to  the  fact  that  their  expendi- 
ture under  this  head  in  1877-8  and  pre- 
vious years  was  unusually  large,  owing 
to  the  largo  supplies  then  made  of  Mar- 
tini-Henri arms  for  European  troops, 
Sniders  for  Native  troops,  and  ordnance 
for  siege  batteries.  These  supplies 
having  been  pretty  well  brought  up  to 
their  proper  complement,  the  expendi- 
ture had  naturally  fallen  off.  That  was 
a  complete  answer  to  what  had  been 
said.  He  came  now  to  the  general  posi- 
tion of  the  finances  of  India,  and  would 
endeavour  shortly  to  show  how  they 
stood.  In  the  financial  year  1879-80 
they  expended  a  good  deal,  and  anti- 
cipated a  small  deficit;  but  they  now 
expected  a  small  surplus  after  all  the 
cost  of  the  war  and  the  Frontier  rail- 
ways during  the  year  had  been  defraj'ed. 
Partly  by  the  economies  which  they  had 
pledged  themselves  to  introduce,  and 
partly  by  a  real  improvement  in  the 
Kevenue,  they  were  better  off  than 
they  expected  during  the  present  year 
by  £4,500,000.  Coming  now  to  1880-1, 
not  only  did  they  expect  to  be  able  to 
pay  the  whole  cost  necessary  for  the  war 
in  Afghanistan,  and  to  complete  the 
system  of  Frontier  railways,  but  to  fulfil 
every  single  Famine  pledge  they  had 
ever  made,  and  yet  have  a  surplus  of 
£1 19,000.  More  than  that,  they  had  not 
been  compelled  to  make  any  call  what- 
ever upon  the  power  of  borrowing  they 
acquired  last  year,  and  they  had  not  bor- 
rowed a  single  shilling  of  the  £5,000,000. 
Further,  the  Qovernment  of  India  hoped 
during  the  current  year  in  India  not  to 
have  to  borrow  anything  in  that  country. 
And  now  for  a  word  or  two  upon  the 
details  which  had  been  mentioned  in 
the  course  of  the  debate.  With  regard  to 
the  exchanges,  why  should  it  be  assumed, 
as  it  had  been  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Hackney  (Mr.  Fawcett),  that  they 
were  going  to  be  specially  unfavourable 
next  year  ?  The  indications  were  in  tho 
opposite  direction,  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  suppose  that  it  would  not  be 
BO.  Trade  showed  a  considerable  im- 
provement, the  harvest  had  been  good, 
and  the  indications  generally  did  not 
justify  a  despondent  view;  though,  in 
the  face  of  the  enormous  amount  of  re- 
mittances they  had  to  make,  he  would 
not  say  positively  they  should  be  able  to 
realize  all  that  they  expected.    But  he 
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firmly  believed  the  estimate  was  a  fair 
one.     He  now  came  to  the  question  of 
Famine   insurance.      Some  very  strong 
statements  had  been  made  on  that  mb- 
ject  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Hacknej 
and  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Groen- 
wich.     They    said    very    broadly   and 
boldly  that  the  Government  of  InJia  hal 
broken  all  their  Famine  pledges ;  that 
they  had  raised  by  Famine  taxation  t 
certain  amount  of  money ;  and  that  thej 
were  not  going  to  redeem  the  pledges 
they  had  given.     He  would  like  to  gire 
a  public  and  emphatic  contradiction  to 
that    statement.     It  was    a    statemen; 
which  had  been  made  before  the  facts 
of  the  Indian  Budget  had  reached  this 
country;    and  he    complained    bitterlr 
that  such  utterances  should  be  so  reck- 
lessly made.    The  hon.  Gentleman  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knew  very  well 
that  the  Viceroy  of  India  had  given  to 
what  had  been  stated  a  positive  denial. 
The  Viceroy  said  that  every  pledge  giTen 
about  Famine  was  going  to  be  fulfilled 
in  the  coming  financial  Tear.     He  ven- 
tured to  say  it  was  very  nard  such  state- 
ments should  be  made  in  the  face  of  the 
distinct  contradiction  of    the  Viceroj; 
and,    therefore,    he  would   say  in  the 
strongest  possible  way,  that  the  Govern- 
ment   of   India   deck^red    those  state- 
ments were  unfounded.     Ag^in,  it  had 
been  aUeged  that  they  had  reduced  the 
public  works  in  India  to  an  undue  ex- 
tent;  but  why  had  they  been  so  ri- 
duced  ?    Simply,  in  consequence  of  the 
policy  first  proposed  by  Her  Majestr'a 
Government,  urged  upon  them  by  tht» 
hon.    Member    for     Hackney    hinuelf, 
adopted  by  a  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  of  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  a  distinguished  Member,  and 
finally  sanctioned  by  the  House  in  ac- 
cepting the  general  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment.    Therefore,   it    was,    in  his 
opinion,  very  hard  upon  the  Government, 
that  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  in 
that  House,  and  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
in  particular  (the  Marquess  of  Harting- 
ton),  whooughttobe  jealous  of  maintain- 
ing continuous  policy  in  regard  to  India 
in  finance,  should,  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  an  electioneering  address,  think   it 
necessary  to  depart  from  the  policy  they 
adopted  last  year ;  and,  moreover,  that 
they  should  be  telling  the  people  of  this 
country  that  these  public  works  in  India 
had  been  improperly  reduced  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  a  balance  over  ezp«adi» 
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tare,  when  thejthemselvesliad  approved 
and  ratified  what  had  been  done.  With 
xegard  to  opium,  they  had  undoubtedly 
gained  a  great  deal  by  the  sales  last 
year ;  but  the  amount  of  opium  sold  did 
not  exceed  that  which  had  been  adver- 
tised for  sale  12  months  previously, 
while  in  the  coming  year  the  estimates 
of  the  amount  to  be  sold  was  considerably 
reduced,  and  he  hoped  the  estimates 
would  be  fully  realized.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Orkney  (Mr.  Laing)  called  atten- 
tion to  the  increase  of  the  Debt  of  India. 
He  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  took  some  pains 
to  analyze  that  Debt  last  year,  and 
the  result  was  that  it  could  be  in- 
dinmtably  shown  that,  although  the 
Debt  had  increased,  the  annual  charge 
for  that  Debt  had  been  annually  de- 
creasing. That  was  a  fact  which  the 
House  ought  to  bear  in  mind.  It  could 
not  be  denied  by  any  candid  or  fair  critic 
of  the  Indian  Government  that  the  state- 
ment recentlyput  forth  as  to  the  finances 
of  India  was  satisfactory ;  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  realized.  At  the  same  time, 
nobody  standing  in  the  position  which 
he  occupied  comd  hesitate  to  express  the 
anxiety  which  every  Minister  connected 
with  India  must  feel  on  one  or  two  points. 
They  must  always  contemplate  the  enor- 
mous remittances  which  had  to  be  made 
from  India  to  England  with  serious 
thoughts  ;  but  it  must  not  be  supposed  the 
OoTemment  was  not  alive  to  the  danger. 
He  was  fully  sensitive  to  the  dangers 
which  had  been  successfully  surmounted 
in  the  past,  and  which  they  hoped  to 
avoid  in  the  future.  In  conclusion,  he 
trusted  that  the  House  would  reject  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hack- 
ney, and  assent  to  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mb.  FAWCETT  said,  that  considering 
the  question  had  been  decided  before, 
and  that  there  would  be  an  opportunity 
of  deciding  the  principle  involved  in  a 
new  Parliament,  he  would  not  take  the 
responsibility  of  asking  the  House  to 
divide  ;  he  considered  it  would  be  unfair 
on  both  sides,  and,  therefore,  when  the 
proper  time  came  he  should  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  his  Amendment. 

^  Mb,  W.  E.  FOESTER  said,  that,  in 
his  opinion,  his  hon.  Friend  had  taken  a 
wise  course  in  not  pressing  his  Motion, 
though  if  he  had  gone  to  a  division,  ho 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Forster)  should  have  felt 
bound  to  go  with  him.  He  must 
confess  that  he  heard  the  exceedingly 


able  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  of  Stato  for  India 
with  some  surprise,  as  he  understood 
him  to  give  as  one  reason  why 
India  should  pay  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
pense, that  the  war,  as  he  described  it, 
was  a  purely  Frontier  war.  They  had 
heard  several  different  descriptions  of 
that  war  from  various  Members  of  the 
Government.  When  speaking  of  a 
spirited  and  Imperial  i)olicy,  the  war 
was  then  called  an  Imperial  war;  but 
when  it  came  to  the  question  of  payment, 
it  was  called  a  Frontier  war.  It 
was  quite  true  that  the  Empire  of  In- 
dia must  defend  itself.  The  fact  that 
England  was  the  Euler  of  India  did  not 
excuse  the  Indian  people  from  paying  for 
their  own  defence  ;  but  his  opinion  of  the 
Afghan  War  was,  that  if  it  had  not  hap- 
pened to  be  the  case  that  the  Indian 
people  were  subjected  to  the  Indian  Go- 
vernment, and  that  that  Government 
chose  to  maintain  a  certain  European 
policy,  there  never  would  have  been  the 
wsLTf  and,  consequently,  it  was  not  at 
all  to  their  credit  to  put  the  whole  ex- 
pense on  India.  When  the  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  India  told  them  of 
the  flo.urishing  condition  of  India,  he 
would  remind  him  of  his  own  argument, 
and  ask  the  House  to  await  the  arrival 
of  the  Budget  before  coming  to  any  con- 
clusions on  the  question.  Referring  to 
the  Indian  finances,  he  said  it  would  be 
an  immense  convenience  to  all  who  took 
an  interest  in  the  Indian  question,  if 
an  efi'ort  was  made  to  make  Indian 
finances  clear  to  any  Englishman  who 
wished  to  study  thorn.  He  had  personal 
reason  for  making  that  statement.  The 
Viceroy  of  India  thought  fit  to  takenotice 
of  some  remarks  he  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster) 
had  made  at  Leeds,  and  commented 
strongly  upon  them ;  but  he  must  state 
that  his  attack  was  not  upon  the  Vice- 
roy, it  was  upon  the  increase  of  taxa- 
tion in  India.  His  statement  was  merely 
an  exact  statement  of  the  last  statistical 
Hot  urn,  and  when  he  found  out  he  was 
misled,  he  took  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  correcting  it.  He  thought  the  Go- 
vernment ought  to  do  one  of  two  things 
— either  not  to  give  a  comparison  in 
the  annual  Return,  or  else  give  one 
that  was  intelligible  and  correct.  He 
reminded  the  House  that  no  country  had 
been  subjected  to  more  terrible  calami- 
ties than  India  ;  and  with  that  fact  star- 
ing them  in  the  face,  it  was  difficult  to 
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believe  in  the  prosperity  of  India,  or 
that  she  could  bear  much  increased  taxa- 
tion. He  only  hoped  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's promises  about  the  Famine  Fund 
would  be  kept.  He  believed  that  the 
war  would  add  enormously  to  the  per- 
manent burdens  of  India,  and  that,  as 
he  did  not  believe  the  Afghan  War  was 
an  Indian  war,  England  ought  to  bear 
part  of  the  expense. 

Sir  OEOEaE  CAMPBELL  said, 
that,  unlike  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  just  spoken  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster), 
he  could  not  have  supported  the  hon. 
Member  for  Hackney  had  he  gone  to  a 
division.  He  thought  the  expense  of 
this  war  should  be  borne  by  India,  if 
India  could  pay.  That,  however,  was 
the  question.  He  would  not  go  into  the 
whole  question  of  the  policy  of  the  war, 
but  he  believed  the  war  had  been,  and 
would  be,  a  very  expensive  one.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  Governor  General 
of  India  had  not  contradicted  the  asser- 
tions that  had  been  made  respecting 
the  establishment  of  a  Famine  Fund ; 
but  the  fact  remained  that  no  Famine 
Fund  had  been  established,  nor  anything 
in  the  nature  of  one.  What  had  really 
happened  was  that  there  was  a  consider- 
able surplus  of  ordinary  Eevenue,  and 
that  had  been  absorbed  in  the  Afghan 
War.  Now,  he  was  quite  willing  that 
India  should  bear  that  expense ;  but  he 
must  remind  the  House  that  the  serious 
part  of  the  Afghan  War  was,  that  it  was 
not  over,  and  that  very  heavy  burdens 
were  involved  in  the  future,  with  the 
contingency  that  the  finances  could  not 
always  be  so  prosperous  as  in  the  pre- 
sent year.  He  must  express  very  strongly 
his  feeling  that  these  expenses  were 
likely  to  be  permanent.  If  they  at- 
tempted to  conquer  the  whole  country, 
then  he  was  quite  sure  the  expenses  in 
which  they  would  bo  involved  would 
not  be  £2,000,000  or  £3,000,000  a-year, 
but  would  perhaps  be  £8,000,000 
or  £10,000,000.  In  that  case  a  very 
heavy  burden  in  connection  with  it 
might,  in  the  future,  fall  upon  this 
country ;  and,  notwithstanding  his  un- 
willingness to  put  the  burden  upon  his 
constituents,  he  felt  that  the  time  might 
come  when  it  might  be  necessary  that 
they  should  put  their  hands  in  their 
pockets  to  pay  for  the  expenses  of  that 
war.  He  most  heartily  and  sincerely 
wished  they  could  get  out  of  the  coun- 
try of  Afgnanistan  ;  and  he  believed  if 
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they  had  the  courage,  or  he  might  call  it 
the  audacity,  to  march  out  of  thecountrr 
as  they  did  in  1842,  and  to  stay  oat,  it 
would  be  even  now  the  best ;  but  he  was 
afraid  that  Her  Majesty's  Gk>veniinent 
had  not  the  courage.  One  thing  was  made 
clear  by  the  events  of  last  year,  and  that 
was,  if  they  did  not  march  out  thej 
must  abandon  their  half  measures,  which 
they  called  their  scientific  Frontier ;  and 
if  they  were  to  stay  in  the  country  at  all, 
they  must  hold  the  commanding  points, 
and  that  could  not  be  done  at  a  leas 
cost  than  £2,000,000  or  £3,000,000 
a-year  or  more.  He  was  afraid  thej 
were  embarking  in  a  course  which  most 
cost  a  large  expenditure,  which  would 
be  far  beyond  the  means  of  India,  and 
therefore,  in  future,  must  fall  upon  this 
country.  

8iE  DAVID  WEDDERBURN  said, 
that  as  he  took  a  certain  amount  of  in- 
terest in  Indian  affairs,  he  received  a 
number  of  vernacular  newspapers,  which 
he  found  very  interesting  reading ;  and 
he  found  the  articles  in  those  pftpfn 
went  to  show  that  that  Afghan  War 
was  not  a  war  for  India,  but  a  war  in 
which  Great  Britain  was,  doubtless, 
equally  interested,  and  they  held  that 
the  expenses  should  be  divided  between 
the  two  countries.  For  his  part,  he 
thought  their  claim  was  a  fair  one,  and 
if  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Fawcett)  had 
gone  to  a  division,  he  should  have  had 
pleasure  in  supporting  him.  But  his 
hon.  Friend,  before  leaving  the  Hou5e, 
had  requested  him  to  ask  leave  of  the 
House  to  withdraw  his  Motion,  for  rea- 
sons that  he  had  assigned  in  his  place. 

Mr.  speaker  pointed  out,  that  the 
Amendment  could  not  be  withdrawn, 
except  on  the  proposal  of  the  Mover  or 
Seconder  in  person,  or  by  leave  of  the 
House. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Main  Question  put. 

Besolutions  read  a  second  time,  and 
agreed  to, 

PARLIAMENTARY     ELECTIONS      ASD 
CORRUPT  PRACTICES  (No.  2)  BILL 
{Mr,  Attorney  Oeneral,  Mr,  Solicitor  Oemrtl) 
[bill  102.]      GOMMITTSB. 

Order  for  Oommitte  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  feare  tiie 
Chair." 


ORDER     OF    THE    DAT. 


WAYS   AND  MEANS. 

Resolution  [llth  March]  read. 

Ordered f  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Gto- 
tlemen  appointed  to  bring  in  the  said  Bill  on 
the  Fifth  Kesolution,  That  they  have  power  to 
make  provision  therein  pursuant  to  the  said 
Resolution. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 

after  Six  o'clock,  till 

Monday  next. 
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.  HIBBEBT  appealed  to  the  Chan- 
€Kf  the  Exchequer  to  withdraw  the 
;pal  clause  legalizing  the  convey- 
of  Toters  in  boroughs,  on  the 
d  that  hon.  Members  had  not  had 
ent  time  to  consider  its  effect. 
I  were  no  less  than  14  Notices  of 
dment  on  the  Paper. 
I OHANOELLOR  op  the  EXCHE- 
Et  did  not  think  that  the  sugges- 
if  the  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr. 
nt)  to  go  on  with  the  Bill,  leaving 
lO  dause  referred  to,  would  be  of 

ri.  Without  the  clause  there 
no  necessity  of  hurrying  the 
le  of  the  Bill.  He  understood 
was  a  gpreat  desire  to  have  the 
ion  settled  one  way  or  the  other, 
Jiat  hon.  Members  preferred  to 
the  measure  introduced  even  now, 
to  leave  the  point  unsettled.  It 
.  be  better  to  withdraw  the  Bill 
than  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of 
on.  Oentleman.  He  proposed  to 
)  Committee  on  the  BQl  for  Mon- 
and  they  would  be  able  in  the 
ime  to  see  what  could  be  done. 
.  W.  E.  F0R8TER  supported  the 
I  of  his  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Hibbert), 
9re  was  too  much  dispute  on  the 
r  to  settle  it  off  hand. 


Mtion  put,  and  negatived. 
unittee  deferred  till  Monday  next. 


MOTIONS. 


"OMS  Aim  DTLAin)  BEYEXUE  BILL. 

fotioQ  of  Mr.  Raises,  Bill  to  gjant  cer- 
vties  of  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue, 

amend  the  Laws  relating  to  Inland 
le,  ordered  (on  the  first  Four  Resolutions) 
itmght  in  by  Mr.  Raikes,  Mr.  Chax- 

of   the  ExcHsarEB,    and  Sir   Henry 

r-lBBBTSOX. 

fr$$ented,  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  111.] 

lOLCDATED  FUND   (APPBOPBIATION) 
BILL. 

lotion  of  Mr.  Raises,  BiU  to  apply  cer- 
ms  oat  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  to  the 
of  the  years  ending  on  the  thirty-first 
March  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
'.nine,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
and  one  thousand  eight  huudred  and 
one,  and  to  appropriate  the  Supplies 
I  in  thia  Session  of  Parliament,  ordered 
i  Fifth  Resolution)  to  be  brought  in  by 
uxza,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
tnd  Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ihbetson. 
pr$tiHUd,  and  read  the  first  time. 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
Saturday,  ISth  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.l— Public  Bills— JFir#*  Reading^ 

Facilities  tor  Interment  ♦  (46). 
Second  Reading— Eas^  India  Loan  (East  Indian 

Railway    Debentures)*   (36);    India    Stock 

(Powers  of  Attorney)  •  (37) ;  Army  DiBcipline 

and  Regulation  (Annual). 
Second  Reading  —  Committee  negatived  —  Third 

Reading — (Consolidated  Fund  (No.   1)*,  and 

passed. 
Committee — Report — Road    Debts    on    Entailed 

Estates  (Scotland)  ♦  (29). 


PARLIAMENT— BUSINESS  OF  THE 

HOUSE. 

Ordered^  That  for  the  remainder  of  the  Ses- 
sion the  Bill  or  Bills  which  are  entered  for  con- 
sideration on  the  Minutes  of  the  Day  shall  have 
the  same  precedence  which  Bills  have  on  Tues- 
days and  Thursdays. — {The  Viscount  Cranbrook.) 

AR^IY  DISCIPLINE  AND  REGULATION 

(ANNUAL)  BILL. 

{The  Viscount  Bury.) 

SECOND     BBADINO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading,  read. 

Moved,  * '  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
—{The  Viscount  Dury.) 

The  Earl  of  LONGFORD  said,  he 
regretted  that  the  Bill  could  not  have 
been  brought  forward  at  an  earlier 
period,  when  it  might  have  undergone 
discussion,  especially  as  the  Bill  of  last 
year  had  been  passed  after  only  a  few 
hours*  consideration.  By  certain  of  its 
provisions  commanding  officers  were  pre- 
vented from  adopting  measures  which 
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they  might  deem  necessary  to  restrain 
disorder ;  and  then  complaint  was  very 
unfairly  made  if  disorderly  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  troops  occurred.  Some 
fresh  regulations  were  also  required  in 
respect  to  the  distribution  of  prize  money 
and  booty;  he  thought  that  clauses  to 
amend  the  defects  of  the  Bill  in  these 
particulars  might  very  properly  be  in- 
serted in  a  future  Bill.  The  measure 
would  require  amendment  in  the  next 
Parliament. 

Motion  agreed  to  :  Bill  read  2'  accord- 
ingly, and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

FACILITIES  FOB  TNTEBMEST  BILL  [h.L.] 

A  Bill  to  facilitate  interments  and  permit  re- 
ligious services  in  churches,  chapels,  and  else- 
where, and  to  allow  silent  burials  with  certain 
exceptions — ^aa  preMnttd  by  The  Lord  Den- 
man  ;  read  1*.    (No.  46.) 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND   (NO.    1)   BILL. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order);  Committee 
ff^a^itvrf;  Then StandingOrdersNos. XXXVII. 
and  XXXYIII.  cotitidtred  (according  to  order), 
and  ditpetned  xcith  :  Bill  read  3*,  and  passed. 

House  adjourned  at  a    quarter 

past  Two  o'clock,  to  Monday 

next.  Eleven  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Monday,  I5th  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.]— Pbivate  Bills— First  Reading— 
Kammingen's  Naturalization  *. 

Second  Beading — Katz  Naturalization  *. 

Public  Bills  —  Second  Heading  —  U^'pothcc 
Abolition  (Scotland)  (34). 

Committee  —  lUport  —  East  India  Loan  (East 
Indian  Kailway  Debentures)  ♦  (3U) ;  India 
Stock  (Powers  of  Attorney)  *  (37) ;  Army 
Discipline  and  Kegulution  (Annual^  *. 

Third  Heading — Beer  Dealera  Uetail  Licenses* 
(27) ;  lioud  Debts  on  Entailed  Estotes  (Scot- 
land)* (29),  find  patted. 

Royal  Assent — Consolidated  Fund  (No.  1)  [43 
Vict.  c.  6] ;  Artizans  and  Labourers  Dwell- 
ings Improvement  (Scotland)  Act  (1876) 
Amendment  [43  Vict.  c.  2] ;  Indian  Salaries 
and  Allowances  [43  Vict.  c.  3];  Relief  of 
Distress  (Ireland;  [43  Viet,  c.  4J. 

The  Earl  of  Longford 


ARMY  —  AUXILIARY  FORCfES  -  THE 
VOLUNTEER  REVIEW  ON  EASTER 
MONDAY.— STATEMENT. 

ViscouwT  BUBY  said,  it  might  be 
desirable  for  him  to  make  a  statement 
about  the  Volunteer  Beview.  It  would 
be  in  their  Lordships'  recollection  that 
there  had  been  some  doubts  as  to  the 
leg^ty  of  holding  the  Beview  during 
the  elections.  Several  communicatioiu 
had  since  been  receivedi  stating  thtt 
very  great  inconTenience  would  ensue 
if  this  view  were  held  to,  and  the  Ltw 
Officers  of  the  Crown  were  consequently 
appealed  to  for  their  opinion.  Then 
was  no  doubt  that  the  Act  of  1847  pro- 
hibited soldiers  from  parading  during 
the  time  of  an  election ;  and  there  also 
was  no  doubt  that  if  Begular  troopi 
were  with  the  Yolunteers  at  the  Beriev 
they  would  oome  under  the  Act  whidi 
he  had  mentioned.  But  it  was  heldthit 
if  no  Begular  troops  were  to  parade 
with  the  Volunteers,  the  latter  would 
not  come  under  the  operation  of  the  Act 
It  had  been  represented  to  his  right  hoo. 
and  gallant  ]raend  the  Seowtarj  of 
State  for  War,  that  the  Yolunteen  lud 
entered  into  oontraots  which  they  w<HiId 
be  unable  to  perform  if  a  Beview  wen 
not  held,  and  that  general  inconTeniowe 
would  be  occasioned.  It  had  therelore 
been  decided  that  a  Beview  should  be 
held,  and  that  the  Yolunteer  Begoli- 
tions,  which  alone  stood  in  the  waj, 
should  be  suspended  fbr  that  pur- 
pose. It  woula  not  be  necessary  to 
bring  any  Bill  into  Parliament  on  the 
subject. 

This   Mabqxtess  of    LANSDOWNE 
could  not  help  thinking  it  was  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  opinion  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's GK>Temment  on  this  subject  bad 
not  been    arrived  at   sooner,    because 
very  gpreat  disappointment   and  incon- 
venience had  been  occasioned  by   the 
delay.  Precisely  a  similar  inconTenience 
arose,  he  thought,  last  year  in  regard 
to  the  position  of  the  Army  Beserre. 
He  believed  the  War  Office  had  been 
advised  that  the  Army  Beserve  oonld 
not  legally  volunteer  in  the  event  of 
an  emergencv.    Subsequently  however, 
it  was  found    that  that  step  —  which 
would  have  avoided  immense  trouble, 
and  particularly  the  necessity  for  indis- 
criminate drafting  from  other  regiments 
— miglit  have  boon  taken  without  any 
departure  from  the  law. 
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HYPOTHEC  ABOLITION  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL— (No.  34.) 
{Th§  Earl  of  Haddington.) 
BEOOND  BEADING. 

Older  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ingy  read. 

Thx  Eabl  of  BEDESDALE  (Chair- 
MAV  of  CoioaxTEEs)  said,  before  the 
noble  Earl  moved  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill,  he  Tcished  to  point  out 
the  objectionable  manner  in  which  it 
had  be«n  taken.  They  had  now  ar- 
rired  at  a  late  period  of  the  Session, 
when  the  attendance  of  noble  Lords 
waa  yery  much  limited,  and  therefore 
he  hoped  the  noble  Earl  would  not  pro- 
ceed with  the  measure.  The  Bill  was 
one  which  entirely  altered  the  whole  re- 
lation between  landlord  and  tenant  in 
Scotland  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other ;  and  he  thought  that  without 
proper  Notice  it  was  not  expedient  to 
proceed  with  such  a  measure  at  a  time 
when  a  gpreat  number  of  noble  Lords 
who  were  connected  with  Scotland  were 
not  present,  and  were  not  likely  to  be  in 
attendance  before  the  Dissolution.  The 
Hooae  sat  most  unexpectedly  on  Satur- 
day, and  up  to  then  no  Notice  whatever 
had  been  given  that  it  was  intended  to 
moTO  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  that 
day,  so  that,  nractically,  a  great  number 
of  noble  Loras  had  had  no  Notice  of  the 
BilL  He,  therefore,  appealed  to  the 
noUe  Earl  not  to  proceed  with  the  second 
reading. 

Td  Dukb  of  EICHMOND  and 
OOBDON  most  sincerely  hoped  that  the 
noble  Earl  would  proceed  with  the  Bill, 
which  was  one  which  very  much  affected 
sU  classes  in  Scotland.  It  affected  the 
landlords,  and  it  affected  the  tenant 
iiuiners.  It  was  not  now  for  the  first 
time  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
Parliament.  It  had  been  discussed  dur- 
ing several  Sessions  of  Parliament,  and 
aeveral  Bills  had  been  brought  forward 
attempting  to  deal  with  the  subject.  lie 
thonght  tnere  were  only  two  clauses  in 
the  Bill.  He  believed  there  was  more 
nnanimity  of  feeling  in  support  of  the 
Bill  among  all  the  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment connected  with  Scotland  than  there 
had  been  with  regard  to  any  otlicr  mea- 
snre  for  many  Sessions  past.  The  Bill 
had  been  very  much  looked  for  by  the 
people  of  Scotland,  and  he  should  bo 
▼ery  sorry  if  his  noble  Friend  behind 


him  should  agree  to  the  proposal  of  his 
noble  Friend  the  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tees. He  believed  the  Bill  would  require 
some  Amendments ;  but  those  Amend- 
ments could  be  very  easily  put  into  the 
Bill  in  Committee. 

The  Eakl  of  HADDINGTON,  in 
moving  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time,  said,  it  applied  only  to 
agricultural  and  not  to  urban  popula- 
tions. It  reserved  the  rights  of  all  exist- 
ing landlords,  and  the  time  fixed  for  it 
to  come  into  operation  would  be  Mar- 
tinmas, 1881.  By  the  2nd  clause  the 
landlord,  when  six  months'  rent  was 
due,  could  take  the  tenant  before  the 
Sheriff,  and  obtain  security  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  rent ;  and  if  12  months'  rent 
was  due,  he  could  proceed  before  the 
Sheriff  to  have  the  tenant  removed  ;  but 
he  could  not  have  him  removed  without 
having  given  14  days'  notice  of  his  in- 
tention. It  had  been  proposed  that  the 
2nd  clause  should  be  amended  ;  but  the 
Amendment  would  not  in  any  way  affect 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  as  it  applied 
entirely  to  procedure.  He  had  briefly 
stated  what  were  the  objects  of  the  Bill ; 
and  he  hoped  their  Lordships  would 
give  it  a  second  reading  without  a  divi- 
sion, and  let  it  pass  to  the  other  House. 
The  subject  was  one  in  which  he  believed 
the  landlords  of  Scotland  to  be  unani- 
mous ;  and  it  was  also  a  Bill  in  which 
the  tenant  farmers  in  the  South  of  Scot- 
land felt  very  strongly. 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
— ( The  Earl  of  Haddington,) 

The  Earl  of  AIELIE  was  bound  to 
say  that  it  was  quite  clear  the  opinion 
of  the  great  majority  of  the  tenant 
farmers  was  in  favour  of  the  object  of 
the  Bill.  Every  county  of  Scotland, 
without  distinction  of  Party,  had  re- 
turned Members  who  wore  prepared  to 
abolish  the  Law  of  Hypothec.  lie  gave 
his  hearty  support  to  the  second  reod- 
ing.  It  was  quite  clear,  that  although 
the  landlord  had  no  right  to  be  placed 
in  a  hotter  position,  ho  ought  not  to  be 
placed  in  a  worse  one  than  other  credi- 
tors. Ho  should  so  far  be  placed  in  the 
same  ix)Mti(m  as  other  creditors,  that  he 
would  have  a  summary  end  quick  pro- 
cess in  his  hand  against  the  tenant.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  arrangement 
proposed  in  the  Bill  quite  met  the  case  ; 
but  that  waH  a  matter  which  ho  would 
look  for  being  dealt  with  rather  in  Com- 
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mittee  than  on  the  second  reading.  In 
the  meantime,  he  concluded  by  giving 
the  Bill  his  cordial  support. 

Lord  BLANT YEE  said,  that  England 
had,  for  some  time  past,  imitated  the 
laws  of  Scotland — as  in  their  County 
Courts  copied  from  the  Scotch  Sheriff 
Courts — and  England  would  do  well  to 
imitate  the  Scotoh  Law  of  Hypothec ;  at 
least,  it  seemed  a  much  milder  law  than 
that  of  **  distress."  The  right  of  hypo- 
thec gave  the  landlord  a  security  over 
the  crop  of  each  year  for  the  rent  of  that 
year,  and  over  the  cattle  and  stocking 
on  the  farm  for  the  current  year's  rent ; 
but  crop  of  1801,  for  instance,  could  not 
be  hypothecated  for  rent  of  1800,  be- 
cause the  creditor  would,  in  such  case, 
have  no  means  of  redress,  and  the  in- 
terest of  the  landlord  would  be  extended 
further  than  the  principle  on  which  hy- 
pothec was  founded  would  support  it.  A 
reasonable  security,  such  as  hypothec 
afforded,  was  favourable  to  the  improve- 
ment of  agriculture,  and  its  abolition 
would  be  injurious.  Leases  for  1 9  years 
would  no  longer  be  the  rule — a  manure 
merchant  could  drop  a  bad  customer ; 
but  the  engagements  of  a  19  years' 
lease  were  not  so  easily  put  aside,  so 
would  not  be  entered  into.  Tenants 
would  not  have  sufficient  time  allowed 
them  to  pay  their  rents  out  of  produce. 
The  desire  for  the  abolition  of  hypothec 
was  by  no  means  general ;  on  property 
he  (Lord  Blantyre)  had  in  the  West  of 
Scotland,  his  tenants  desired  to  maintain 
it.  He  thought  that,  in  the  interests  of 
tenants  generally  in  Scotland,  the  aboli- 
tion of  hypothec  would  prove  a  mistake, 
and,  therefore,  he  objected  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Eabl  of  ABERDEEN  supported 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  He  un- 
derstood the  noble  Earl  who  moved  it 
(the  Earl  of  Haddington)  to  say  that 
the  Bill  was  regarded  with  general  ap- 
proval, both  amongst  the  landlords  and 
tenants  in  the  South  of  Scotland.  He 
(the  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  could  tell  them 
that  it  was  not  regarded  in  the  North 
of  Scotland  with  loss  approval  than 
in  the  South.  He  was  sorry  he  could 
not  agree  with  the  observations  of 
his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Blantyre)  re- 
garding the  doubtful  character  of  the 
benefit  they  were  about  to  confer  upon 
the  tenant  farmers.  It  had  been  often 
remarked  that  the  Law  of  Hypothec  had 
done  great   things  in   the   way  of  en- 
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couraging  that  class  which  their  Lord- 
ships were  desirous  should  be  encouraged 
— namely,  the  small  tenant  farmers  cf 
Scotland ;  but  it  was  also  to  be  remem- 
bered that  the  law  had  encouraged  maoj 
small  farmers  to  undertake  farming 
with  insufficient  capital.  Becent  expe- 
rience had  shown  abundantly  that  when 
this  was  the  case,  it  caused  much  diffi- 
culty, loss,  and  damage  to  the  farmen, 
as  well  as  to  the  landlords.  He  was  one 
of  those  who  looked  forward  with  per- 
fect confidence  and  satisfaction  to  the 
passing  of  this  Bill.  He  knew  it  was 
regarded  with  great  approval  in  the 
county  with  which  he  was  more  parti- 
cularly connected. 

The  Eabl  of  GALLOWAY  said,  he 
would  do  nothing  in  opposition  to  the 
Bill ;  but  he  entirely  aereed  with  there- 
mark  of  the  noble  Earl  the  Chairman  of 
Committees  about  bringing  it  in  at  the 
very  last  moment.  It  was  only  this 
morning  that  he  heard  of  it.  A  matter 
of  such  importance  to  the  Kingdom  of 
Scotland  ought  not  to  be  dealt  with  so 
hurriedly. 

Lord  DENMAN  entirely  disagreed 
with  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  and 
held  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who  had 
brought  the  Bill  forward  to  press  it.  It 
was  a  very  important  Bill.  He  had  seen 
a  great  many  tenants  in  Scotland,  and  he 
had  found  them  most  anxious  to  have  the 
present  law  abolished.  He  was  aonyto 
see  that  a  very  short  time  was  allowed  to 
the  tenant  in  which  to  pay  his  rent 
Nothing  could  be  more  injuriooB  to  the 
tenant  than  to  oompel  him  to  sell  hit 
stock  or  grain  in  a  honied  manner. 
He  hoped  if  the  Bill  were  passed,  the 
landlords  would  not  enforce  too  aeverdj 
this  power  which  was  coupled  with  the 
abolition  of  hypothec. 

LoBD  ORANMOBE  akd  BBOWNE 
said,  that  in  the  part  of  Scotland  in 
which  he  was  interested  a  ffreat  many  of 
the  leases  were  drawn  up  m  anticipation 
of  the  Law  of  Hypothec  being  done 
away  with,  and  a  condition  of  these 
leases  was  that  the  rent  should  be  paid 
in  advance.  Ho  was  sure  this  wonld 
fall  extremely  harshly  on  small  tenants, 
and  would  put  them  in  a  most  difficult 
position.  He  thought  it  most  undesir- 
able that  their  Lordships  should  sanction 
this  Bill.  As  to  the  unanimity  said  to 
exist  in  favour  of  the  measure,  he  had 
not  discovered  it.  It  had  excited  but 
little  interest,  and  what  intereat  it  had 
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ezoited  was  due  to  the  approaching  Dis- 
solution. 

Thb  Eabl  of  STATR  said,  the  mea- 
sure had  been  loudly  called  for  in  Scot- 
land for  many  years;  and  he  was  in 
farour  of  passing  it,  though  it  was  never 
pushed  through  the  House  with  un- 
seemly haste.  He  cong^tulated  noble 
Lords  opposite  on  having  at  last  seen 
the  error  of  their  ways  by  passing  a 
measure  they  had  for  years  opposed; 
and  he  trusted  that  when  the  Law  of 
Distress  came  to  be  considered,  as  it 
must  be  sooner  or  later,  they  would  be 
found  equally  ready  to  support  its  re- 
peaL 

LoBD  THURLOW  said,  the  subject 
must  now  be  thoroughly  understood  by 
•rery  Member  of  the  House.  He  con- 
gratulated the  Government  on  the  pros- 
pect of  this  matter  being  soon  settled, 
and  heartily  agpreed  with  the  suggestion 
that  the  Bill  should  be  now  read  a  second 
time,  and  that  it  would  be  possible 
■atisfactorily  to  amend  it  in  Committee. 

The  Eabl  of  BEDESDALE  (Chair- 
MAS  of  CoacaciTTEEs)  Said,  he  was  sorry 
the  noble  Earl  who  had  taken  charge  of 
this  Bill  did  not  accede  to  his  request 
that  further  time  should  be  allowed  for 
oonsideration.  He  thought  there  was 
hardly  any  noble  Lord  who  imagined 
until  he  received  to-day's  Minutes  that 
this  proposal  would  be  made.  He 
thought  that  was  not  a  proper  mode  in 
which  to  bring  on  a  Bill  of  such  im- 
portance. A  number  of  noble  Lords 
connected  with  Scotland  had  expressed 
themselves  favourable  to  this  Bill ;  but 
the  approaching  Election  had,  no  doubt, 
something  to  do  with  this.  The  English 
Peers  present  should  ask  themselves 
whether  they  were  prepared,  on  so  short 
a  notice,  to  accept  so  important  an  altera- 
tion of  the  law  relating  to  landlord  and 
tenant  as  that  proposed  to  be  made  in 
Scotland  on  the  present  occasion  ?  The 
Law  of  Distress  had  been  alluded  to, 
and  there  was  no  doubt  the  abolition 
of  the  Law  of  Hypothec  in  Scotland 
might  be  urged  in  favour  of  the  abolition 
of  the  Law  of  Distress  in  England  and 
Ireland.  He  expressed,  however,  no 
opinion  upon  the  Law  of  Distress.  This 
question  of  hypothec  was  not  a  question 
tnat  should  be  treated  in  a  hurried 
manner,  without  allowing  full  oppor- 
tunity for  consideration . 

Tms  LORD  CHANCELLOR  said,  ho 
disposed  to  disagree  with  his  noble 
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Friend  that  there  was  anything  in  this 
Bill  which  required  longer  time  for  con- 
sideration on  the  part  of  their  Lordships. 
The  question  of  the  abolition  of  the  Law 
of  Hypothec  was  one  regarding  which 
people  might  hold  diverse  views;  but 
whether  they  wished  to  abolish  it  or  re- 
tain it,  the  Bill  was  so  simple  in  its  ele- 
ments that  anyone  acquainted  with  the 
Law  of  HypoUies  would  know  what  it 
was.  The  subject  of  hypothec  had  been 
so  often  debated  that  he  was  rather  sur- 
prised the  noble  Earl  should  say  it  was 
a  new  one.  There  had  hardly  been  a 
Session  for  many  years  in  which  this 
matter  had  not  been  brought  before  one 
of  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  very 
frequently  a  Bill  on  the  subject  had 
passed  at  least  one  of  the  Houses. 
During  the  present  Session,  at  least,  a 
Bill  had  passed  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament, and  noble  Lords  must  be  per- 
fectly aware  of  the  fact.  This  was  not 
a  Bill  introduced  into  the  other  House 
by  the  Government ;  but  it  had  their 
support  when  introduced,  and  he  thought 
it  was  a  fact  of  much  weight  that  the 
other  House  had  shown  itself  so  much 
in  favour  of  this  Bill.  It  would  be  a 
pity  if  the  circumstances  of  this  Session 
were  to  cause  them  to  throw  away  the 
progress  which  was  made  with  the  mea- 
sure. He,  therefore,  thought  there  was 
no  ground  for  what  his  noble  Friend 
had  said — namely,  that  there  was  not 
sufficient  time  to  consider  the  subject. 

Earl  GRANVILLE  was  not  sure  that 
the  subject  was  so  absolutely  simple  as  to 
require  no  thought  at  all;  but  the  fact 
that  not  only  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  a  Royal  Commission,  had  re- 
ported in  favour  of  the  Bill,  should 
weigh  with  those  of  their  Lordships  who 
were  disposed  to  oppose  the  second 
reading. 

On  Question,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Bill  read  2'  accordingly,  and  row- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  To-nwrroic. 

ROYAL  SCHOOL  OF  MINES. 

MOTION   FOR    A   PAPER. 

The  Duke  of  SOMERSET  moved 
for — 

•*  Copy  of  CruTospondonco  rolHting  to  the 
tramif'rto  South  Kt-nHin^ton  of  the  Metallur- 
gical l)e}>arlnunt  which  hus  ht'«  u  conducted  in 
Jcniivn  Street  wncc  the  vcnr  1861.** 
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Tho  noble  Duke  pointed  out  that  many 
competent  persons  entertained  the  greatest 
objections  to  the  removal  of  the  Geolo- 
gical Museum  and  Mining  School  from 
Jermyn  Street.  It  would  be  a  great 
misfortune  if  they  destroyed  a  Museum 
which  had  done  good  work.  He  en- 
tered into  some  details,  and  said  that 
when  Parliament  re-assembled  he  should 
propose  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
on  this  subject. 

The  Duke  of  EICHMOND  and 
GORDON,  in  reply,  said,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  follow  the  noble  Duke  into 
all  the  details  which  ho  had  laid  before 
the  House;  and  he  thought  the  noble 
Duke  would  have  consulted  the  conve- 
nience of  their  Lordships  if  he  had  de- 
ferred his  speech  until  the  Correspond- 
ence was  before  them.  It  was  not  fair 
to  the  Department  over  which  he  pre- 
sided to  have  insinuations  made  at  a 
time  when  he  could  not  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  replying,  as  he  certainly  should 
reply  at  the  proper  time.  "When  that 
time  came,  he  should  be  able  to  defend 
the  action  taken  by  the  Department 
under  his  direction,  as  the  Museum  had 
been  removed  in  pursuance  of  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Hoyal  Commission ; 
and  ho  should  be  much  surprised  if  the 
judgment  formed  by  the  House  was  not 
identical  with  that  which  he  had  formed. 
He  need  hardly  say  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  production  of  the  Correspondence. 
Tho  noble  Duke  spoke  of  a  handsome 
offer  made  on  this  subject,  which  appli- 
cation, it  seemed,  had  received  a  curt 
reply.  He  should  very  much  like  to  see 
the  reply. 

The  Duke  of  SOMERSET  said,  he 
had  not  got  the  answer.  The  Papers  to 
which  he  had  referred  were  printed 
most  of  them  in  the  year  1871. 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  aat) 
GORDON  said,  he  had  supposed  the 
noble  Duke  had  seen  the  reply,  or  he 
would  not  have  criticized  it.  He  should 
like  to  know  the  terms  in  which  the  ap- 
plication was  made. 

The  Duke  of  SOMERSET  said,  he 
had  not  got  it. 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  akd 
GORDON  :  No ;  because  I  doubt  whe- 
ther that  application  ever  was  made. 

The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE 
said,  the  Royal  Commission  was  presided 
over  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and 
among  its  members  were  Professor 
Huxley,  Professor  Henry  Smith,  Pro- 
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feasor  Stokes,  Dr.  Sharpe^,  Sir  Jair.v* 
Kay-Shuttleworth,  and  Sir  John  Lub- 
bock.    The  Commission  found  thai  tie 
following  Institutions  were   under  the 
same    roof    in     Jermyn     Street:— The 
School  of  Mines,  the  Geological  Survt^T. 
the  Mining  Record  Office,  and  the  Mu- 
seum of  Practical  Geology.     The  ar- 
rangement was  unsatisfactoTy  in  macr 
ways.    There  were  no  adequate  labora- 
tories and  no  sufficient  acconunodation. 
Besides  this,  no  Chair  of  Mathematics 
was  attached  to  the  School  of  Mines. 
The  number  of  officers  of  the  Surrey 
had  quintupled  within  the  past  20  yean, 
and  the  accommodation  had  not  been 
increased.     Persons,  papers,  and  collec- 
tions were  all  badly  lodged.      Under 
these    circumstances,    the    Commission 
recommended  that  the  Jermyn  Street 
building  be  ^ven  up  to  the  Museum 
and  to  the  officers  of  the  Survey;  the 
School  of  Chemistry,  which  was  in  a 
separate  building  in  Oxford  Street,  and 
the  School  of  Mines  being  transferred  to 
South    Kensington,   where    there   vas 
ample  space  and  where  new  buildings 
were  in  progress.     These  Institationi 
were  not,  as  the  noble  Duke  (the  Doke 
of  Somerset)  suggested,  to  be  mingled 
in  scientific  chaos  with  the  Schools  of 
Naval  Architecture  and  Marine  Engi- 
neering.    What  was  proposed  by  the 
Commission  was  that  the  preliminary 
courses  of  mechanical  drawing,  mathe- 
matics, and  physical  science  snould  be 
common  to  both ;  but  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  School  of  Science  which  the 
Commission  desired  thus  to  establish  at 
South  Kensington  were  not  to  be  in 
any  sense  confused  together.     He  wu 
anxious  to  make  it  clear  that  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Hoyal  Commission  had 
been  arrived  at  after  full  deliberation, 
and  not  precipitately,  or  in  ignorance  of 
the  facts. 

The  Duke  of  SOMERSET  said,  he 
understood  there  was  no  objection  to  the 
production  of  the  Papers. 

The  Duke  of  kICHMOND  in 
OOBDON  said,  there  was  no  objection 
to  produce  whatever  Correspondence 
there  was. 

Motion  agr9$d  to. 

Copy  of  corretpondcnce  relating  to  the  timiit- 
for  to'  South  Kensington  of  the  MetaUugkal 
Department  which  has  been  conducted  in  Jennrn 
Street  since  the  year  1861 :  Ozdertd  to  be  kid 
before  the  liQW».—{Th€  JOuke  of  Soaurmt.] 
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PEACE  PBE8ERVATI0N  (lEEL AND)  ACT. 
iconoir  FOB  betubk. 

LoBD  OEANMOEE  and  BROWNE 
rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houbo 
to  the  letter  of  the  Prime  Minister  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  dated 
8th  March  1880;  and  to  inquire  of  the 
I*HineMini8ter,Whether  hedoes  not  con- 
sider the  monster  meetings,  which  have 
taken  and  still  continue  to  take  place 
through  many  parts  of  L'eland  for  the 
avowed  object  of  inciting  tenants  not  to 
pay  their  just  debts,  but  by  force  or 
fraud  to  despoil  the  landlords  of  their 
property,  destructive  to  law  and  order, 
ana  therefore  tending  to  weaken  '^  the 
strength  of  the  Nation ; "  and,  if  so, 
is  it  not  the  duty  of  an  English  Minister 
to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  stay  such  proceedings  ?  Also, 
to  more  for  Ketums  showing  what  parts 
of  Ireland  are  proclaimed  under  the 
Peace  Preservation  Act ;  and  also  to  in- 
quire whether  the  Peace  Preservation 
Act  does  not  expire  on  1st  of  June,  and, 
if  so,  whether  it  is  prudent  to  defer  re- 
newing it  to  a  time  so  short  after  the 
assembly  of  the  next  Parliament  ?  The 
noble  Lord  said,  that  this  was  the  fourth 
year  in  which  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
mfortunate  state  of  Ireland.  He  should 
not  weary  their  Lordships  with  details 
of  crime,  but  should  refer  to  the  replies 
siTen  in  1878  by  the  noble  and  learned 
ISail  on  the  Woolsack  and  in  1879  by 
the  Lord  President.  In  1878  he  spe- 
cially dwelt  on  the  murder  of  Lord 
Leitrim  and  the  two  men  with  him.  The 
noble  and  learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack 
expressed  his  sympathy  in  the  universal 
honor  felt  at  that  hideous  crime,  and 
stated  that  special  measures  had  been 
taken  to  detect  its  perpetrators.  Those 
n&easures  entirely  failed.  No  one  had 
eren  been  brought  to  trial  for  that 
crime.  The  noolo  and  learned  Earl 
then  referred  to  several  murders  and 
other  outrages  "as  a  state  of  things 
that  caused  very  g^eat  anxiety  and  pain 
to  the  Government ;  '*  and  then,  further, 
he  said — 

**  TheiA  are  not  merely  isolated  act**,  hnving 
their  origin  in  purely  local  circumstAnccH ;  but 
thty  are  more  or  lew  connected  with  a  liir^or 
Mvanxzation — an  organization  having  the  duuhlo 
csect  of  leading  to  the  conimifMion  of  theao 
iiiiiMS,  and  bringing  to  bear  in  the  district 
whff«  they  are  ocmunitted  a  system  of  terrorism 


and  alarm  which  prevents  anv  evidence  being 
given  against  the  authors  of  the  crimes." — 
[3  Hansard,  ccxxxix.  1209.] 

And,  further  on,  he  continued — 

*'  I  believe  that  in  the  particular  locality  to 
which  reference  has  been  made  the  state  of 
things  is  serious,  and  it  certainly  is  a  subject 
of  very  g^reat  anxiety  to  the  Gk>vemment.  I 
am  prepared  to  say  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment  that,  watching  narrowly  what  is  occurring, 
and  deeply  convinced  that  it  is  their  duty  to 
provide  for  the  protection  of  life  when  in  danger, 
whenever  they  are  satisfied  it  is  their  duty  to 
apply  to  Parliament  for  further  powers  on  the 
subject,  they  wUl  be  prepared  to  do  so." — 
[Ibid.] 

He  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  this  acknowledgment  of  dangerous, 
systematic,  and  increasing  crime  and  its 
consequences,  and  of  the  apprehension 
of  the  Government  that  it  would  feel 
called  on  to  demand  greater  powers  than 
they  possessed  for  its  suppression.  Last 
Session  he  again  brought  the  matter 
before  their  Lordships' House,  and  the 
Lord  President  concluded  his  reply 
thus — 

<*  Her  Hajestv's  Government  are  determined 
that  this  illegal  combination  shall  be  grappled 
with  at  the  outset  in  order  to  prevent  it  from 
spreading.  They  are  determined  to  use  every 
moans  that  the  law  gives  them  to  cope  with  the 
e\'il.  They  believe  that  the  existmg  powers 
they  have  are  sufiicient,  and  that  they  will 
prove  ample  for  the  purpose.  But  should  it 
unhappily  turn  out  that  the  powers  they  jpossess 
are  not  sufficient,  they  will  tnen  lose  no  time  in 
considering  wheUier  it  is  necessary  to  ask  for 
further  powers  to  enable  them  to  do  that  which 
they  certainly  intend  to  do — namelv,  to  restore 
order  and  maintain  peace  in  these  districts." — 
[3  Hansard,  ccxlvii.  1C98.] 

With  these  admissions  before  the  House, 
it  was  unnecessary  for  him  even  to  recall 
the  details  of  serious  crime  undetected 
and,  consequently,  unpunished.  Yet  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  not  applied 
for  extra  powers.  He  would,  however, 
refer  to  a  statement  as  to  the  present 
state  of  Ireland  made  by  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland,  than  whom  there 
could  bo  no  better  authority.  The  Chief 
Secretary  said — 

'*  By  tho  I^nd  Act  of  1870  a  considerable 
portion  of  tho  property  was  transferred,  without 
compensation,  from  one  class  and  given  to 
another,  llic  effect  of  transfer  and  confiscation 
has  been  thin — it  has  whetted  the  appetites  of 
those  who  have  rt-ceivcd  the  instalment,  and 
they  are  now  calling  for  tho  rost.**     .    .    . 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to 
say— 
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"  And  now  we  find  bands  of  armed  men  wan- 
dering over  Ireland  in  the  dark  hours  of  the 
night,  threatening,  and  not  only  threatening, 
but,  I  regret  to  say,  perpetratinK  outrages  on 
those  persons  who  arc  guilty  of  the  heinous 
offence  of  complying  with  their  honourable 
obligation  of  paying  rent.  "We  are  informed 
that  the  land  is  for  the  people,  the  people,  I 
presume,  being  the  murderers  and  assassins." 

He  thought  their  Lordships  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  would  hardly  re- 
quire any  further  evidence  than  those 
acknowledgmeuts  by  different  Members 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  (in  1878- 
79-80)  of  the  deplorable  and  dangerous 
state  of  Ireland.  Was  he  not,  there- 
fore, justified  in  saying  that  the  efforts 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  sig- 
nally failed  even  to  diminish  crime,  and 
in  saying  that  they  ought  to  have  asked 
Parliament  to  give  them  stronger  powers. 
In  connection  with  the  subject,  he  would 
ask  their  Lordships'  attention  to  the 
following  extract  from  the  Charge  of 
Baron  Fitzgerald  delivered  at  the  Mayo 
Assizes,  in  which  that  learned  Judge 
said: — 

"  The  number  of  distinct  cases  in  which  bill* 
were  likely  to  be  presented  to  them  were  31' 
Those,  together  with  five  bills  that  had  been 
found  on  a  pre\'ious  occasion,  would  constitute 
the  criminal  business  of  the  Assizes.  There  was 
amongst  those  one  case  of  homicide ;  but,  as  his 
Lordship  understood,  the  bill  would  be  presented 
to  them  in  the  form  of  manslaughter.  As  they 
were  well  [aware,  their  inquiry'  would  be  as  to 
whether  the  death  of  the  deceased  was  caused 
by  the  criminal  act  of  the  accused,  and  he  need 
not  remind  them  that  every  act  in  which  life 
was  lost  was  prima  faeie  criminal,  and  it  rested 
n^dth  the  accused,  if  possible,  to  rebut  this  primA 
facie  presumption.  He  regretted  to  say  that 
both  the  calendar  and  the  usual  police  return  of 
the  more  considerable  of  the  offences  committed 
in  the  county  since  the  last  Assizes  showed  an 
existence  of  a  state  of  things  calculated  to  excite 
a  feeling  of  very  deep  uneasiness.  Both  the 
documents  to  which  he  referred  showed  the 
prevalence  in  their  county  of  what  was  com- 
monly called  agrarian  crime  in  nearly  all  its 
forms.  There  seemed  to  be  sufficient  e\ndence 
of  an  extensive  combination  for  the  purpose  of 
forcibly  interfering  to  prevent  the  pa}'ment  of 
rent  by  tenants  to  their  landlords.  This  com- 
bination had  manifested  its  existence  in  various 
ways — partly  by  the  posting  of  threatening 
notices  throughout  the  county  prohibiting  the 
payment  of  rent  or  demanding  such  reduction  as 
those  persons  judge  themselves  entitled  to,  by 
threats  of  violence  to  those  who  demand  the 
payment  of  rent,  and  to  those  whom  it  was  ap- 
prehended are  willing  to  pay  it,  and  in  some  in- 
stances by  actual  violence  to  those  who  had  dis- 
charged tlieir  legal  obligation  by  the  payment 
of  their  rent.  The  feeling  had  further  displayed 
itself  by  threats  against  the  ministers  of  the 
law,  whose  duty  it  was  to  sen-e  civil  bill  pro- 
cesses for  the  enforcement  of  this  obligation,  by 
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the  use  of  vioknce  to  thoM  who  had  dUchsrg^i 
that  duty,  and  in  many  instancea  by  the  attcr.^t 
to  resist  the  actual  discharge  of  that  duty  ly  trr 
violence  of  riotous  mobs  in  the  face  of  an  irc-i 
force  of  Constabulary'  assembled  to  pr^-tect  th^ 
ministers  of  the  law.  ^This  last  phase  of  agnh^n 
crime  was  specially  dangerous,  for  it  was  pliin 
that  on  such  occasions  a  trivial  circmnftsBce 
might  at  any  moment  lead  to  a  scene  of  blc-^^i. 
shed,  which  no  man  in  the  coommnity  cccld 
contemplate  with  calmness.    It  was  ir.aLif«r. 
that  this  condition  of  things,  nnless  rigurt^iKiy 
suppressed,  will  proceed  to  something  very  \L 
mentable  indeed.    There  could  be  no  donbt  tbit 
the  country  was  passing  through  a  season  cf 
great  difficulty  ana  harduup.    The  pnasore  vi« 
felt  by  every  class  in  the  community.    The  dis- 
tress had  weighed  very  heavily  indeed  upon  th« 
tenant  farmers,  and  still  more  heavily  on  thcs^ 
who  were  entirely  dependent  upon  their  libour 
for  their  support.     But  there   was  no  sisnof 
any  general  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  laad- 
lords  to  the  special  obligations  to  their  tenantnr 
which  this  hard  season   of   distress  imposed. 
Efforts  had  been  made  in  every  direction  to  mi- 
tigate this  distress.    The  Gorenmient  had  pro- 
vided further  facilities  for  employment.  Charit- 
able contributions  had  been  received  from  ill 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  espedaUy  fnu 
England,  from  the  Colonies,  and   even  fnn 
foreign  countries,  for  the  relief  of  their  safferisf 
poor.    There  were,  however,  in  this  country, 
as  there  are  erery  where,  persona  by  whom  isy 
general  distress  in  the  country  is  regarded  uaa 
occasion  for  endeavouring  to  weaken  and  defeit 
the  law.    Those  men  were  actuated  either  ly 
the  hope  of  personal  aggrandisement  or  by  tlu 
craving  after  notoriety.    They  existed  in  erety 
countiy ;  but  the  peculiarity  in  this  unf  ovtmiiti 
country  appeared  to  be  the  facility  with  wludi 
the  people  were  moved  bv  inflammatoiT  sd- 
drcsses  to  acts  of  lawless  violence — the  readiiMfl 
with  which  they  became  the  dupes  of  recklM 
and  designing  men.    He  wished  that  the  voia 
of  a  very  old  man  might  be  heard  amonflt 
them  to  warn  those  poor  deluded  people  of  the 
ruin  they  would  incur  by  obedience  to  those 
dangerous  counsels.    He  was  sure  the  Grsod 
Jury  would  use  all  their  influence  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  law  and  the  preaervation  of  the 
people  from  crime.    He  was  there  to-day  to 
assist  them,  ai  fiur  ai  possible,  in  the  dischiugs 
of  their  duty.    It  was  the  duty  of  the  Grand 
Jur^,  and  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Petty 
Junes,  to  repress,  so  far  as  the  preeent  condi- 
tion of  the  law  enabled  them,  thoae  acta  of  law- 
less violence  in  their  districts.    He  knewthev 
would  do  their  duty,  and  he  hoped  the  resnlt 
would  be  the  suppression  of  thoae  lawless  and 
dangerous  combinations,  for  which  no  man  of 
sense   could  foresee  anything   but   diaastnMS 
failure,  whose  results  to  the  unfortunate  dnpss 
no  man  of  humanity  would  contemplate  without 
feelings  of  pain.*' 

He  would  now  make  a  few  oommenta  on 
the  Manifesto  of  the  noble  Earl  the 
Prime  Minister  of  the  8th  instant.  The 
noble  Earl  said — 

<*Tho  arts  of  agitators,  which  repreesnted 
that  England,  instead  of  oeing  the  geDefoua 
and  sympathizing  friend,  was  indifferent  to  the 


969        P0ac$  Preservation         {  March  15,  1880) 


{^Ireland)  Act* 


970 


dangen  and  stifferings  of  Ireland,  have  boon 
defeated  by  the  measures,  at  once  liberal  and 
pmdant,  which  Parliament  has  almost  unani- 
monaly  sanctioned.'* 

He  did  not  think  that  those  measures 
were  liberal  or  prudent.     They  were 
amply  liberal  in  one  sense — they  placed 
firesh  and  heavy  burdens  on  the  already 
impoTerished   districts;    liberal  in  the 
■ense  of  giving  away  liberally  the  money 
of  others;  but,  assuredly,  they  had  not 
defeated  the  arts  of  the  agitators.     He 
would  refer  to  one  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  at   a   monster  meeting    at  a 
Tillage  called  Ballindine,  to  the  effect 
that  from  the  contemptuous  manner  in 
which  Irish  demands  were  treated   in 
the  House  of  Commons,  nothing  short 
of  self-government  would  secure  to  Ire- 
land peace  and  prosperity.     This  was 
moTod  by  the  Bev.  J.  Killen,  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest,   and    the  Hev.   Canon 
Burke  was  chairman.      How,  then,  had 
the  action  of  Government  defeated  agi- 
tators ?  The  noble  Duke  the  Lord  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  asserted  last  year  that 
the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  were  hostile 
to  the  Fenian  and  land  conspiracy.   They 
were  so,  in  so  far  as  Fenianism  was 
antagonistic  to  priestcraft;    but    their 
platrorm  for  long  had  been  the  infalli- 
oility  of  priestly  rule,  hostility  to  the 
British  connection,  and  that  the  land  be- 
longed to  the  people.     How  that  theory 
acted  was  well  oxomplifiod  in  the  life  of 
a  priest  as  lately  given  in  The  Pall  Mall 
Oeastte,      Their  pay  and   their  power 
would  cease  if  they  went  back  from  their 
own  teaching.      The    noble    Earl  the 
Prime  Minister  in  his  Manifesto  referred 
to  what  had  been  done  for  Ireland  by 
the  passing  of  measures  relating  to  lutcr- 
mecuate  and  University  Education,  and 
be  evidently  expected  great  effects  from 
them.    He  (Lord  Oranmore  and  Browne) 
did  not  believe  it  would  gain  one  Roman 
Catholic  vote  to  the  Conservative  Govern- 
ment.    It  was  to  be  feared  this  was  not 
the  right  way  of  dealing  with  Ireland. 
If  the  Government  determined  to  endow 
the  Boman  Catholic  Church  the  endow- 
ment should  have  been  given,  not  to  sup- 
port these  Institutions,  but  to   support 
the  parochial  clergy,  who  would  tlien 
have  been  more  interested  in  the  preser- 
Tation  of  peace  and  order,  and  less  de- 
pendent on  the  people.     The  next  para- 
Saph  contained  the  appeal  of  the  Prime 
inister  to  the  electors  of  Great  Britain. 
It  spoke  of  a  danger  scarcely  less  dis- 


astrous than  pestilence  and  famine — the 
attempt  to  sever  the  Union  with  Groat 
Britain.  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  had 
complained  of  his  exaggerating  the  un- 
fortunate state  of  Ireland ;  but  surely 
this  appeal  disclosed  a  danger  as  g^ave, 
as  widespread,  as  could  be  conceived, 
and  one  that  was  sapping  the  very  foun- 
dations of  the  Empire — graver,  when  we 
recognized  the  fact  that  none  but  the 
conspirators  themselves  had  such  sources 
of  information  as  the  Prime  Minister. 
His  opponents  might  say,  "  this  is  only 
an  Election  squib ;  "  but  that  would  be  a 
gross  injustice.  It  was  the  deliberate 
appeal  of  a  great  statesman  to  his  fellow- 
countrymen,  in  an  hour  of  national 
danger,  to  come  to  his  assistance  to  pre- 
serve the  integrity  of  the  Empire.  It 
was  an  appeal  that  would  be  responded 
to  by  all  law-abiding  classes  in  the  King- 
dom. His  opponents  showed  that  they 
knew  this  by  the  angry  tone  of  their  re- 
plies. The  nominal  head  of  the  Home 
Rulers  (Mr.  Shaw),  the  Leader  of  the 
Liberal  Party  in  the  other  House,  and 
the  late  Premier,  all  united  in  the  endea- 
vour to  slur  over  the  danger  of  what  was 
no  longer  Home  Rule,  but  Nationality ; 
and  they  said  —  **  Change  the  Land 
Laws."  They  confiscated  part  of  the 
landlord's  property  when  last  they  were 
in  power,  and  if  they  returned  thoy 
would  take  the  remainder.  The  only 
hope  the  Opposition  had  of  coming  into 
power  was  by  gaining  the  support  of  tho 
Nationalists.  With  the  majority  tlio 
Government  had  in  both  Houses,  it  was 
unfortunate  they  had  not  asked  for  tho 
necessary  power  to  chock  tho  extension 
of  crime  and  to  restore  peace  and  order. 
Nothing  more  deplorable  than  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  could  be  conceived. 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  had  said 
at  Kendal — 

"  On  an  occasion  liko  thi»,  T  think  vou  mav 
very  fuirlv  exi»fct  mc  to  say  in  what  way  I  tliink 
IIlt  Majesty's  GovL-rnmeut  and  the  Consorvativo 
Party  can  contribute  to  the  ]H.Tnianent  settle- 
ment of  Irish  diiliciilties.  Th«  first  thin^  is  to 
say  comphHely  and  openly  what  we  will  not  <lc>. 
Let  it  bo  cleariy  understcKMl  that  under  no  cir- 
cumstances have  we  the  sliffhtest  intention  of 
tampering  in  any  8hai>e  or  form  with  proprietary' 
rights.  (Cheers.^  What  Ireland  requires  is 
freedom  and  rest  ironi  agitation.'* 

He  hoped  he  had  expressed  himself 
moderately.  He  wished  the  Prime 
Minister  to  express  the  determination  of 
the  Government  to  put  down  this  con- 
spiracy in  language  which  would  have 
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the  weight  and  force  that  everything  had 
which  came  from  him. 

Moved y  "  That  thoro  be  laid  boforo  this  Houso, 
Returns  showing  what  parts  of  Ireland  are  pro- 
claimed under  the  Peace  Preservation  Act.'* — 
{The  Lord  Oranmore  and  Browne.) 

Thb  Earl  of  BEACONSFIELD  : 
The  noble  Lord,  I  agree,  addressed  us  in 
a  moderate  tone,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
rather  obscurely ;  and,  though  I  listened 
to  him  with  interest  and  attention,  I  do 
not  understand  what  is  the  main  object 
of  his  remarks.  The  noble  Earl  has 
frequently  referred  in  his  observations 
to  the  Question  which  he  has  placed 
on  the  Paper,  and  which  he  did  me  the 
honour  to  address  to  me.  That  Ques- 
tion ii 


"  To  inquire  whether  the  Peace  Preaervation 
Act  does  not  expire  on  1st  of  June,  and,  if  so, 
whether  it  is  prudent  to  defer  renewing  it  to  a 
time  so  short  after  the  assembly  of  the  next 
ParliamontP" 

I  believe  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
Peace  Preservation  Act  does  expire  on 
the  1st  of  June  next;  and  it  is  by  no 
means  imprudent  to  assume  that  the 
next  Parliament  will  do  its  duty  to  the 
country,  and  that  it  will  repeat  that  Act, 
or,  if  necessary,  support  it  with  stronger 
measures,  if  they  are  required  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  time.  That  is  my 
answer  to  the  noble  Lord,  and  that  is 
the  only  Question  which  really  the  noble 
Lord  has  addressed  to  me. 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE : 
Will  the  noble  Earl  kindly  refer  to  the 
first  part  of  the  Question  ? — 

**  To  inquire  of  the  Prime  Minister  whether 
he  does  not  consider  the  monster  meetings, 
which  have  taken  and  still  continue  to  take 
place  through  many  parts  of  Ireland  for  the 
avowed  object  of  inciting  tenants  not  to  pav 
their  just  debts,  but  by  force  or  fraud  to  despoil 
the  landlords  of  their  property,  destructive  to 
law  and  order,  and  therefore  tending  to  weaken 
*  the  strength  of  the  nation  ;'  and,  if  so,  is  it  not 
the  duty  of  an  English  Minister  to  take  such 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  stay  such  pro- 
ceedings?" 

The  Earl  OF  BEACONSFIELD :  My 
answer  to  that  is,  that  I  think  these 
measures  have  been  taken.  I  think 
the  existing  law  is  quite  sufficiently 
strong  to  cope  with  the  evils  to  which 
the  noble  JLord  has  referred.  As 
I  understand  him,  the  Question  has 
reference  only  to  what  he  calls  ''mon- 
ster meetings,"  the  object  of    which 
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is  to  prevent  the    payment    of   rent. 
Now,  1  hold  that  the  Peace   Prwer- 
▼ation  Act    and   the   existing  law  ti> 
gether  are  adapted  to  entirely  meet  that 
evil ;  and,  if  it  were  necessary,  of  coune 
the  Ministry,  however  composed,  would 
take  those  steps  which  are  necessair  to 
protect  life  and  property  and  preserre  the 
public  peace.     So  ult  as  I  can  judge,  we 
may  indulge  the  hope  that  the  excitement 
to  which  the  noble  Lord  refers — thete 
monster  meetings  to  prevent  the  pay- 
ment  of  rent — are  rather  subsiding  than 
on  the  increase.     If  this  be  the  caw-* 
and  that  is  certainly  the  impression  of 
the  Government  from  the   information 
which  reaches  them — I  should  certaizdy 
think  it  unnecessary  and  a   veiy  in- 
discreet thing  to  come  down  to  Parlii- 
ment  and  to  ask  it  to  increase  the  poven 
of  repression  under  such  circumstancef. 
The  chief  part  of  the  noble  Lord's  roeech 
appeared  to  be  a  vindication   of  the 
step  I  have  taken  in  addressing  a  letter 
to  a  noble  Duke,  who  is  a  Member  of 
this  House ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  quite 
unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  into  tnj 
vindication  of  my  motives  or  mode  of 
expression.     I  leave  my  defence  with 
confidence  to  the  noble  Lord,  who  his 
on  this  occasion  entered  into  a  minute 
criticism  and  vindication  of  that  letter 
in  a  manner  so  gratifying  to  my  fed- 
ings  that  I  hope  he  will  allow  me  to 
tender  him  my  cordial  thanks. 

LoBD  OHANMOBE  axv  BBOWNE: 
Your  Lordships  seem  to  think  that  it  wu 
not  my  intention  to  laud  the  Manifeito 
of  the  noble  Earl,  or  that  it  is  a  great 
liberty  for  so  humble  a  Member  of  joar 
Lordships'  House  to  laud  so  great  a  man. 
It  is  my  intention  to  take  that  liberty; 
but  the  noble  Earl  seems  so  satiafiad 
with  the  disorderly  state  of  Ireland  that 
I  now  have  some  difficulty  in   under 
standing    how  he  stated    it  to  be  in 
so  dangerous  a  state.    He  says  he  lia- 
tened  to  my  statement;  bat,  in  his  re- 
ply, he  ignores  the  description  given  bj 
the  Chief  Secretary,  and  nlao  the  Chsrge 
of  Baron  Fitzgerald  on  the  present  state 
of  Ireland.   More  deplorable  featarea  of 
crime  and  demoralization  I  cannot  oon- 
ceive.    They  evidence,  what  the  noUs 
and  learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack  stated 
a  few  years  back  when  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  that  the  state  of  Irelaiid  ia 
not  only  *'  sad,  but  shameftiL" 
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THE  EASTERN  QUESTION. 

IfOnON  FOR  Air  ADDRESS. 

)RD  CAMPBELL,  in  rising  to  call 
ition  to  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
rrmnent  on  the  Eastern  Question 
I  the  autumn  of  1874  ;  and  to  move, 

hat  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
Ii^esty  for  a  Copy  of  the  letter  irom  the  late 
r  of  JL^haTiistan  to  the  Sultan,  dated  19th 
ury  1878," 

:  The  House  will  readily  sup- 
that  I  should  not  be  inclined  to 
(a  at  such  an  hour  with  such  a 
on  unlees  the  days  of  this  Par- 
9nt  were  numbered.  When  I 
Kmed  it,  on  the  ground  that  the 
»  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State 
absent,  the  Government  had  not 
unced  a  step  of  so  much  political 
military  skill  as  that  of  withdrawing 
.  a  Brighton  field-day  under  the 
p  of  a  General  Election — a  cover 
h,  to  the  ami^ement  of  the  House, 
xear  to-day  is  utterly  inadequate. 
noble  Marquess,  it  is  known  to  me, 
not  return  before  the  Dissolution, 
I  have  no  option  as  to  going  on 
out  him.  For  two  reasons,  such  a 
le  is  unobjectionable,  although, 
aps,  it  is  unusual.  I  shall  advert 
ij  to  transactions  with  which  the 
a  Marquess  was  not  connected  by 
present  Office.  His  vindication  of 
Government  on  foreign  policy  is  in 
hftnds  already.  It  was  given  at 
(tester  with  much  elaboration ;  no 
it,  with  much  effect.  It  appeared  in 
morning  journals  of  October  18th. 
as  not  unworthy  of  himself,  and 
ooold  be  added  tO  it.  But  there  is 
idling  fiar  more  grave  to  be  encoun- 
L  It  is  thrown  out  by  various  sup- 
M«  of  the  Gt)vemment  that  we  are 
ntitled  to  look  back  on  the  transac- 
I  which  have  all  flowed  from  the 
mn  of  1874,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
'  merit  or  demerit.  Why  not  ?  You 
oi  criticize  a  Government  upon  the 
re ;  you  cannot  on  the  pending ;  it 
It  on  the  past  they  are  assailable  ; 
ua  not  the  time?  It  is  the  very 
.  If  last  Session  the  attempt  had 
Mned,  the  Gt>vemment  might  have 
ed  that  until  the  Russian  occupa- 
WAs  disposed  of  any  general  dis- 
ion  of  the  kind  was  calculated  to 
ide  their  labours  to  abridee  it.  My 
by  a  great  drama  olosea  together 


with  the  Bussian  occupation,  and  now 
admits  of  being  reflected  on.'  But  the 
electors  must  review  the  foreign  policy 
of  the  last  five  years  in  order  to  arrive 
at  a  judicial  verdict  on  the  conduct  of 
the  Government.  Can  it  be  said  that 
the  very  question  to  be  in  a  few  weeks 
determined  by  the  people  is  inappro- 
priate and  obsolete  in  Parliament  al- 
ready? Such  language  among  friends 
of  the  Government  would  seem  at  first 
to  be  the  paradox  of  terror  and  the 
sophistry  of  conscience.  But  the  noble 
Earl  the  Prime  Minister  renounces  it. 
With  the  impatience  of  a  practised  gla- 
diator, he  has  complained  from  time  to 
time  that  accusation  was  too  fragmentary ; 
that  no  Member  of  the  Opposition  would 
bring  his  policy  under  a  general  review ; 
and  even  that  no  adverse  Resolution  was 
submitted  to  your  Lordships.  Now,  as 
to  an  adverse  Resolution,  it  seemed  a 
doubtful  thing  whether  an  Opposition  in 
an  avowed  minority  should  offer  them.  It 
was  only  done  here  on  foreign  policy  in 
1850  and  1864  by  a  Party  whose  majo- 
rity was  certain.  But  the  Motion  I  pro- 
pose is  for  a  document  which  must  be 
utterly  obnoxious  to  the  Government; 
which  stigmatizes  in  the  gravest  terms 
their  conduct  on  the  Eastern  Question ; 
which  brings  before  you  the  late  Ameer 
in  an  attitude  of  protest  verging  upon 
scorn  as  regards  the  mode  in  which  their 
infidelity  to  Treaties  had  estranged  him 
from  Great  Britain.  It  might,  therefore, 
well  suggest  resistance  to  the  Govern- 
ment. At  least,  it  ought  not  to  be 
adopted  till  it  is  first  shown  that  their 
policy  upon  the  whole  of  those  transac- 
tions is  far,  indeed,  from  irroproachablo. 
The  only  title  I  can  urgo  to  tlio  indul- 
gence of  the  House  is  that  I  began  to 
follow  the  vicissitudes  of  the  present 
Eastern  Question  two  Sessions  before 
they  occupied  the  general  attention,  and 
continued  to  pursue  them  during  one,  at 
least,  when  others  hardly  did  so.  The 
first  proposition  I  am  anxious  to  uphold  is 
that  the  Government  were  responsible,  in 
a  great  degree,  for  the  War  between 
Russia  and  the  Porte,  which  began  in 
April,  1877.  If  I  do  not  thoroughly 
establish  it,  it  will  only  be  because  the 
desire  to  economize  the  patience  of  the 
House  forces  me  to  hurry  over  and  mix 
up  the  facts,  which,  more  distinctly 
traced  and  separately  handled,  would  be 
sure  to  warrant  the  eondusion  I  hare 
pointed  to.    Now,  the  union  of  Aostria, 
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Germany,  and  Bussia,  in  a  sense  hostile 
to  the  Ottoman  Empire,  has  been  at- 
tested by  the  noble  Earl,  at  that  time 
Secretary  of  State,  who  often  sits  on  the 
Cross  Benches.  It  may  fairly  be  con- 
tended that  a  yi^ant  diplomacy  would 
have  succeeded  m  averting  it.  When, 
however,  it  appeared  in  the  Identic  Note 
of  the  three  Powers  announcing  their  in- 
tention to  negotiate  Commercial  Treaties 
with  the  Vassal  Principalities  against  the 
wishes  of  the  Sultan,  dated  October 
20,  1874,  it  was  possible,  at  least,  to 
check  or  counterbalance  it.  It  might 
have  been  counterbalanced  by  some  dis- 
play among  the  Western  Powers.  It 
might  have  been  checked  by  a  particular 
and  strong;  appeal  to  Austria,  which  Great 
Britain — if  only  from  the  Treaty  of  April 
15,  1856 — had  every  title  to  resort  to. 
Nothing  was  attempted.  Instead  of  being 
detached  from  the  new  and  ill-omened 
alliance,  Austria  was  induced  to  take  the 
lead  in  negotiating  with  the  Vassal  Princi- 
palities ;  to  leave  Kussia  and  Germany 
behind  her  in  paving  the  way  for  the  dis- 
memberment of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 
The  Herzegovinian  insurrection,  which 
rapidly  succeeded,  seemed,  therefore,  if 
not  to  be  occasioned  by  her  wishes, 
at  least  to  start  under  her  auspices. 
The  discontented  elements  within  the 
territory  of  the  Sultan  were  thus  en- 
abled, in  some  deg^e,  to  look  on 
Austria  as  a  standard-bearer.  Nor 
can  it  be  disputed  that  during  the 
autumn  of  1875,  by  means  of  General 
Bodich,  the  Viceroy  of  Dalmatia,  con- 
siderable aid  was  given  indirectly  to 
the  Herzegovinian  movement.  In  the 
spring  of  1876  a  great  opportunity  of 
influencing  Germany  to  restore  the  peace 
of  European  Turkey  was  abandoned. 
The  Berlin  Memorandum,  the  Servian 
War,  and  other  troubles  followed.  At 
the  Conference  of  December  in  Con- 
stantinople, which,  perhaps,  it  was  de- 
sirable to  enter  by  acceding  to  the  scheme 
of  General  Imatieff,  we  lost  all  grasp 
over  the  Submne  Porte,  as  regpards  the 
decisions  it  might  ultimately  come  to, 
and  gave  Bussia  a  consideraole  pretext 
for  hostilities.  When  I  condemn  the 
scheme  of  General  Ignatiefi^,  I  remind 
the  House  that  the  Ottoman  despatch  of 
January  25,  1877,  which  canvassed  it 
exhaustively,  which  has  long  been  in 
our  hands,  which  I  have  brought  down 
with  me  this  evening,  had  no  reply  from 
either  Bussia  or  Ghreat  Britain.    Id.  this 
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manner  war  became  very  difficol:  \^ 
guard  aeainst.     The  unsucceftsful  Con- 
ference &r  a  time  threw  the  British  Em- 
bassy into  abeyance,  and   withdrew  it 
altogether,  so  that  the  Sultan  was  loft 
alone  to  contend  with  any  diplomatic 
propositions  Bussia   might   adoross  to 
him.     His  liability  to  error,  of  coar^. 
was  very  much  increased.     But  during 
the  months  of  February  and  MarcL 
1877,  it  was  not  too  late  to  bring  the 
restraining  voice  of  Berlin  to   bear  in 
some  degpree  upon  the  counsels  of  St 
Petersburg.     It  was  not  too  late  to  de- 
clare in  this,  or  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  such  general  adherence  to 
the  Treaties  of  1856  as  might  have  led 
the  Czar  to  pause  before  resolving  to 
forget  them.    It  was  not  too  late  to  take 
advantage  of  the  new  latitude  established 
in  the  Articles  of  1871,  and  send  the 
Britbh  Fleet  into  the  Dardanelles  before 
war  commenced,  to  exercise  a  guiding 
and  admonitory  influence  on  both  the 
possible  belligerents.      It  was  not  too 
late  to  despatch  a  special  Mission  to  St. 
Petersburg-^f  ar  more  required  than  thit 
which  had  just  left  Constantinople— to 
uphold  the  Czar  himself,  who,  as  it  ia 
now  revealed,  was  struggling  against  the 
warlike  counsels  which  enyeloped  him. 
K  it  be  true — as  most  probably  the  Go- 
vernment will  urge— that  within  Great 
Britain  many  forces  lured  him  to  inn- 
sion,  the  class  of  measures  I  have  pointed 
to  was  far  more  binding,  far  more  in- 
dispensable  than    otherwise    it  would 
have  been.      As  all  such  precautions 
were  omitted,  and  some  of  Uiem  repelled, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  Oovemment 
had  great  responsibility  for  the  decision 
to  cross  the  Pruth  which  ultimately  fol- 
lowed, which  led  to  the  disquietude  of 
Europe,  and  brought  Uiis  country  f^e 
to  face  with  the  altematiTe  of  either 
hazard  or  d ishonour.    Some  noble  Lords, 
perhaps,  are  scattered  in  the  House  who 
look  with  more  indulgence  on  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Czar  from  certain  groundi 
with  which  it  is  endeavoured  to  assodite 
it.    The  answer  to  them — wluch  I  can 
only  glance    at — is  that   the    Bussisn 
movement  on  Constantinople  began  be- 
fore the  fall  of  the  Byzantine  Empire  in 
1453,  before    Ottoman   dominion    was 
established,  before  Bussia  could  affect  to 
represent  the  Cross,  or  to  encroach  upon 
the  Crescent,  when  she  directed  Annies 
towards    the    Bosphorus.      Whatever 
view  these  noUe  Lords  may  entertaini 
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he  ayowed  object  of  the  Government 
ras  to  avert  the  war  to  the  last  moment. 
?he7  did  not  share  in  any  such  inter- 
iretation.  They  recog^nized  its  danger 
nd  they  proclaimed  its  illegality. 

The  period  which  now  begins  is  far 
MS  intricate  and  tedious  than  that  which 

have  passed  over.  However  fraught 
rith  tragical  events,  it  need  not  occupy 
he  House  for  many  minutes.  The 
Kilicy  of  the  Government  is  summed  up 
a  the  despatch  of  May  1,  the  despatch 
»f  May  6f  the  Proclamation  of  neu- 
rality,  and  the  inaction  which  suc- 
eeded  them.  The  latter  is  the  point 
rhich  requires  attention  at  this  moment. 
f  it  was  open  to  the  Government  to 
lespatch  the  Fleet  to  Constantinople  be- 
ore  war  beg^n,  it  was  still  more  admis- 
ible  when  the  rupture  was  precipi- 
ated.  Among  the  practical  advantages 
if  saoh  a  measure  would  have  been  to 
•estore  the  power  of  the  British  Em- 
mssy  injuriously  paralyzed,  and  thus  to 
•esone  the  Sublime  Porte  from  many 
mors  and  corruptions  which  weighed 
ipon  it  in  the  struggle;  to  lay  the 
pronnd  for  mediation,  possibly  to  close 
hiB  war  before  Plevna  had  been  taken, 
[t  was  the  course  which  Lord  Palmerston 
nsisted  on,  in  nearly  the  same  circum- 
tanoes,  in  1853,  when  no  Treaties  called 
or  its  adoption.  At  the  time  in  ques- 
ioDi  it  was  the  course  which  Treaties 
Bade  imperatively  binding.  In  point  of 
set,  it  was  a  cheap  and  prudent  method 
i  adhering  to  them,  although  not 
rholly  unaccompanied  by  risk,  and, 
herefore,  not  entirely  destitute  of  merit. 
!t  was  no  departure  from  neutrality ; 
md,  therefore,  the  Proclamation — uu- 
lignified,  uncalled  for,  as  it  may  justly 
M  oonaidered — did  nothing  to  preclude 
t.  When  the  Fleet  did  advance,  in  the 
iiidst  of  circumstances  which  I  am  ap- 
noaohing,  the  Proclamation  of  neutrality 
xmtinuea.  It  was  no  more  a  bar  in 
Ifay  than  the  succeeding  January,  al- 
lioagh  in  either  month  it  was  an  error. 
rha  Session  and  the  autumn  passed 
iway.  Bemonstrances  arose.  Constan- 
inople  was  endangered.  Popular  opi- 
lion  was  excited.  In  the  beginning  of 
1878,  debates  were  frequent  in  the 
Legislature.  On  the  26th  of  January, 
iha  Fleet  ascended  to  the  Dardanelles, 
viih  the  oonourrence  of  tlie  Sultan.  It 
iras  withdrawn  by  a  telegram.  In  the 
>piiiion  of  those  who  watched  these  criti- 
mJ  events  upon  the  spot,  its  withdrawal 


led  the  Russian  Armies  to  San  Stefano, 
and  paralyzed  the  eflPorts  by  which  they 
might  have  been  arrested.  On  February 
9  the  Fleet  advanced  a  second  time, 
on  this  occasion  in  defiance  of  the  Porte, 
whose  confidence  in  British  sympathy 
and  British  support  had  been  inevitably 
lessened.  If  the  Fleet  withdrew  to 
bring  the  hostile  Army  to  their  eates, 
there  was  little  reason  to  assume  that  it 
came  back  under  the  sway  of  irreproach- 
able benevolence.  In  this  manner  the 
House  is  led  to  see  that  the  Treaty  of 
San  Stefano,  which  followed,  is  the  im- 
mediate offspring  of  the  Government, 
although,  no  doubt,  they  did  their  ut- 
most to  reduce  it. 

On  the  28th  of  March  the  Secretary  of 
State  announced  his  resignation.  A  new 
era  was  anticipated.  On  the  let  of  April 
such  hopes  became  more  sanguine  from 
a  much  admired  despatch,  which  it  was 
judicious  to  issue  on  that  day,  which 
ought  to  have  appeared  before  2  in  tlie 
afternoon,  or  whatever  hour  is  supposed 
to  check  the  period  of  licensed  jocularity ; 
so  little  did  it  ultimately  sway  the  action 
of  the  Government.  We  are  now  in  the 
season  of  preparatory  measures  for  the 
Congress.  I  censure  none  of  them,  and 
do  not  even  think  with  those  who,  on 
grounds  of  scrupulous  legality,  objected 
to  the  despatch  of  Indian  troops  to  Malta. 
It  seemsa  cumbrous  and  fantastic  method 
of  Imperial  defence.  But  such  cumbrous 
and  fantastic  methods  are  imposed  upon 
a  State,  which  keeps  300,000  men  locked 
up  at  home,  for  an  heroic  struggle  with 
an  obsolete  invader.  The  Convention  with 
the  Sultan  appears  difficult  to  reconcile 
with  loyalty  to  European  Powers,  and 
tonds  to  iuconveniouces  which  I  may 
afterwards  allude  to.  But  the  concession 
to  Eussia  before  a  Congress  was  ap- 
proached deserves  more  serious  reflec- 
tion, however  little  we  may  view  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State 
as  being  exclusively  its  author.  We  may 
dismiss  altogether  the  scandal  with  which 
the  name  of  Mr.  Marvin  was  associated. 
We  may  forget  the  mode  in  which,  as  a 
noble  Earl  now  absent  from  his  place 
remarked  to  us,  the  true  intention  of 
Great  Britain  flashed  on  an  astonished 
Europe  from  the  depths  of  the  police 
court.  We  may  excuse  the  contradictory 
instructions  to  Lord  Odo  Kussell  as  a 
departure  from  routine,  or  rather  a  re- 
lapse to  virtue,  ''a  longing  lingering 
look  behind,''  in  those  who  painfully 
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renounced  it.  But  the  fact,  to  be  as  far 
as  possible  divested  of  its  incidents  and 
measured  by  itself,  is  collusion  with  tlie 
Power  which  tlie  rest  of  Europe  had  de- 
termined on  restraining.  In  1856  there 
was  no  mysterious  concurrence  between 
Hussia  and  Great  Britain.  There  was 
none  with  France  in  1815.  There  is 
nothing  of  the  kind  on  record,  as  far 
as  I  know,  in  the  Congresses  of  history. 
The  course  pursued  in  1877  of  abne- 
gating Treaties,  no  doubt,  was  fertile  of 
embarrassment.  But  still  the  situation 
did  not  call  for  this  irregular  concession. 
In  spite  of  her  successes  Hussia  was  en- 
dangered. The  Boumanian  Army  was 
opposed  to  her.  The  Ottoman  retreat, 
through  the  exertion  of  General  Baker, 
had  been  successfully  and  brilliantly 
conducted.  The  Black  Sea,  by  public 
law,  was  open  to  our  cruisers.  National 
opinion  had  risen  to  a  flood  against  the 
Bussian  progress  in  Great  Britain. 
These  circumstances  did  much  to  favour 
our  diplomacy.  They  did  much  to  favour 
the  more  legitimate  proceeding  of  unit- 
ing the  Powers  which  arrayed  themselves 
against  the  Treaty  of  San  Stefano  in  such 
a  protest  as  was  calculated  to  extort  the 
limitation  they  were  anxious  for.  How- 
ever, in  June  the  Plenipotentiaries 
arrived  at  Berlin.  The  Government 
can  only  claim  a  general  acquittal  of  the 
past,  if  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  deserves  all 
the  eulogies  which  they — much  more 
than  their  own  friends — for  many  months 
have  prodigally  lavished  on  it. 

As  regards  the  Treaty  of  Berlin,  there 
is  an  unfortunate  impression — unfortu- 
nate for  those  who  have  to  touch  upon 
it — that  the  subject  is  oxhaustiMl.  'Sitni 
forget  that  every  important  Treaty  has 
taken  years  before  it  was  elucidated. 
The  Treaty  of  Utrecht  continued  to  en- 
gage dispute  during  the  lifetime  of  Lord 
Bolingbroke.  The  Treaties  of  1815 
were  being  perpetually  canvassed  in  the 
days  of  Lord  John  Russell  and  I^ord 
Palmerston.  As  to  those  of  1856,  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years  we  have  been 
constantly  debating  on  them.  Only  the 
other  day  the  whole  House  was  thrown 
into  perplexity  as  to  whether  one  of 
them  is  valid.  My  conviction  is  that, 
80  far  from  being  exhausted,  the  Treaty 
of  Berlin  has  never  yet  been  placed  in 
its  true  light  before  tho  Legislature  or 
the  country.  In  deference,  however,  to 
the  feeling  which  exists — whether  or 
not  it  i8  well  founded — I  pass  over  and 
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blot  out  a  whole  series  of  objecuoL* 
habitually  present  to  me.  Not  a  ▼<>p1 
shall  this  House  hear  from  mo  of  Ba- 
toum,  Bessarabia,  Greece,  or  even,  in 
this  connection,  of  the  Ottoman  Assem- 
blies. I  hurry  on  to  these  two  proposi- 
tions,  hoping  to  maintain  them.  The 
Treaty  of  Berlin  has  much  impaired  tho 
prospect  of  upholding  Ottoman  autho- 
rity  upon  the  Bosphorus.  At  the  samo 
time,  the  materials  of  replacing  it  hj 
some  untried  and  well-imagined  com- 
bination have  been  dissipated  and 
abandoned. 

K  the  Treaties  of  1856  were  no  r^ 
straint  on  Russian   movement  to  Con- 
stantinople the  Treaty  of  Berlin  has  no 
pretension  to  contain  it.      The  pretexts 
of  aggression  which  arose  in  1877  an> 
not  exceptional  and  fug^tire,  but  mij 
recur  at  any  moment.     But  foreign  in- 
terference  to  defend  the  Sultan  is  no 
more  to  be  depended  on  in  the  future 
than  in  the  late  emergency  it  was  at- 
tainable.     His  power  to  defend  himwlf 
is   manifestly   weakened,  as   he  is  no 
longer  sheltered  by  the  Danube,  by  the 
fortresses,  or  even  by  the  Balkans,  as 
he  used  to  be.    It  is  calculated  that,  in 
military    force,  he    loses    over    50.000 
men,    in    Bevenne    about  £5,000,000 
sterling,  by  the  territorial  arrangements 
which  have  happened.     Not  long  ago 
the   Prince  of  Servia  made  war  upon 
him,   instigated  from  a  distance.    At 
any  future  time  the  Prince  of  Balgatii 
may  have  the  same  enoouraffement  to 
act  in  the  same  manner.     He  nas  a  mo- 
tive which  the  former  Vassals  were  ex- 
ompt  from.   He  will  always  be  impelk'<l 
— not,  perhaps,  by  his  own  mina,  but 
by  the  circles  which  surround  him— to 
aspire  to  equality  with    the    position 
granted  recently  to  those  who  rule  in 
Servia,  Montenegro,  and  Boumania.    A 
much  larger  population  might  now  be 
moved  upon  Constantinople   than  wu 
formerly  available.    It  is  true — as  the 
noble  Marqness  the  Secretary  of  State 
is  never  tired  of  impressing  upon  us — 
that  Austria  is  at  ^lovi  Basar.    Bat  she 
is  not  under  any  obligation  to  advanoe 
beyond  it.     She  is  not  bound  by  a  Con* 
vention.      She  is  not  subsidiied  by  this 
country  or  by  Europe  to  defend  Con* 
stantinople.     The  diplomatists  in  this 
House  will  hardly  reprimand   me  for 
observing  that  the  more  they  know,  the 
more   they  meditate  on  Austria,  the 
more  they  see  her  policy  to  be  inealea- 
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lable.  But  if  anything  could  be  pre- 
dicted with  regard  to  her  from  study  of 
the  past  it  is  unvarying  reluctance  to 
go  to  war  with  Russia,  even  for  objects 
she  appreciates,  even  for  objects  she 
considers  as  her  own.  In  this  way  a 
situation  has  arisen  which  forces  on  re- 
Inctant  thinkers,  on  reluctant  politicians^ 
the  question  how  far  Ottoman  authority 
may  be  replaced  upon  the  Bosphorus, 
with  a  view  to  guard  the  limitation 
against  Russia  which  the  Crimean  War 
was  meant  to  save  and  to  immortalize. 

Now,  my  Lords,  the  point  to  be 
submitted  has  nothing  dimcult  about 
it.  It  may  require  knowledge  of  the 
Eastern  Question  to  arriyo  at  the  conclu- 
sion; but  it  requires  little  to  form  a 
judgment  of  its  accuracy.  Whatever 
novel  system  is  devised  must  absorb  the 
population  both  of  Servia  and  Houmania, 
or  else  be  utterly  unequal  to  the  object 
of  creating  it.  Whether  Greece  is  to 
adopt  Constantinople  instead  of  Athens 
as  a  centre,  whether  Bulgaria  is  to  re- 
oover  something  like  its  former  nation- 
ality, whether  you  look  to  a  regenerated 
Austria  or  a  devoloped  Hungary  for  the 
solution  of  the  difficulty,  it  must  agglo- 
merate both  Servia  and  Boumania,  or 
else  be  wholly  insufficient  as  a  barrier 
against  the  numbers  and  against  the 
power  to  be  resisted.  The  existence  of 
the  two  as  independent  States — if  it  en- 
dures— is  fatal  to  the  purpose  wo  are 
contemplating. 

No  sort  of  ground  existed  for  pro- 
ducing it.  Had  it  been  desirable  for 
Europe,  in  1856  it  would  have  happened. 
But  it  was  not  desirable  for  Europe,  and, 
therefore,  sedulously  guarded  against. 
Had  it  been  necessary  for  the  races  which 
▼assal  Princes  used  to  govern,  to  bo 
under  reig^ng  Princes,  we  Bhould  long 
affo  have  heard  of  it.  The  Servian 
Mission  of  1863  would  have  impressed  it 
carefully  upon  us.  The  project  of  an 
independent  Servia  and  Houmania  was 
never  mooted  till  the  Cong^ssof  Berlin. 
It  was  opposed  to  the  whole  line  the  Go- 
vernment itself  upheld  a  few  years  back 
in  1875.  To  multiply  small  States  in- 
eapsble  of  self-defence  is  utterly  opposed 
to  the  direction  of  the  world  and  to  the 
tenor  of  its  history.  If  we  wanted  new 
States  the  Austrian  Empire  could  furnish 
them«  If  we  wanted  new  States  there  is 
a  Poland  to  reflect  upon.  To  guard 
against  aggression  those  which  now 
siist  is  found  to  be  too  difficult  a  labour. 


In  our  quarter  of  the  globe  at  least — it 
may  be  different  in  America — a  new 
State  is  a  new  element  of  bloodshed  and 
confusion.  Such  is  the  general  idea 
which  ought  to  limit  their  creation.  But 
here  a  special  object  of  commanding 
magnitude  and  paramount  importance 
should  have  wholly  interdicted  it.  By 
this  gigantic  error  new  discord  is  insured. 
When  that  discord  overthrows  the 
crumbling  residue  of  Ottoman  supre- 
macy, the  possibility  which  did  exist,  of 
otherwise  withstanding  Hussian  arms,  is 
nearly  evanescent.  On  the  whole — ^how- 
ever deeply  we  admire  the  industry  of 
the  negotiators — the  Treaty  of  Berlin  is 
fatal  to  the  Porte  itself,  and  obstructive 
in  a  high  degree  to  all  the  efforts  for  re- 
placing it,  which  must  have  taxed  even 
at  the  very  best  the  genius  and  sagacity 
of  Europe. 

It  is  now  essential  to  remark  a  moment 
on  the  Paper  which  I  move  for,  and 
which  has  certainly  attained  to  some 
publicity  already.  It  first  appeared  in 
the  spring  of  1878,  and  was  reprinted 
in  the  European  Press  when  Afg^ian 
troubles  began  to  occupy  us  in  the 
autumn.  The  Memorial  Diplomatique 
guaranteed  its  authenticity,  which  has 
not,  however,  been  disputed.  What  it 
tends  to  bring  out  is  the  link  between 
the  Eastern  policy  I  have  adverted  to, 
and  the  appearance  of  a  Russian  Mis- 
sion at  Cabul.  Whatever  opinion  may 
be  formed  as  to  the  necessity  of  the 
Afghan  War,  the  appearance  of  a  Russian 
Mission  at  Cabul,  in  defiance  of  the 
Iloidelberg  Convention,  so  much  blended 
with  the  fame  of  the  late  liord  Clarendon, 
was  a  reproach  and  a  calamity.  In  that 
letter  the  Ameer  explained  that  the  un- 
checked advance  of  Russia  on  Constan- 
tinople had  estranged  him  from  Great 
Britain.  In  about  six  months  he  gave 
effect  to  his  conclusion. 

Let  no  one  think  that  I  am  going  into 
the  Afghan  Question.  Not  long  ag^ 
the  noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Argyll) 
in  some  degree  exhausted  it.  With- 
out concurring  in  all  he  uttered,  with 
so  much  force  and  so  much  volubility, 
had  he  divided,  I  should  have  given 
an  unhesitating  vote  in  favour  of  his 
Motion.  The  only  mode  of  thinking  I 
am  anxious  to  encounter  is  a  most  in- 
accurate and  yet  a  most  prevailing  one  in 
general  society.  It  is  that  the  Afghan 
War  is  a  set-off  to  the  deficiencies — in 
some  degree  avowed — on  what  by  long 


983 


The  Eastern 


ILOEDS) 


Queetion, 


'M 


familiar  use  among  diplomatists  is 
termed  the  Eastern  Question.  On  the 
ground  of  the  Afghan  War  it  is  at- 
tempted to  weave  crowns,  and  even  more 
than  crowns,  for  the  First  Minister  by  the 
very  persons  who  were  on  the  verge  of 
tumult  because,  in  1877,  complete  in- 
action against  Itussia  was  persisted  in. 
But  it  was  not  an  Afghan  war  such  per- 
sons were  demanding.  Now,  even  if 
we  think  the  Bussian  Mission  to  Cabul 
could  only  be  disposed  of  by  the  conflict 
it  elicited ;  even  if  we  grant  the  theory 
of  the  scientific  Frontier ;  even  if  we 
forget  the  reckless  Embassy  together 
with  its  miserable  consequences;  even 
if  the  war  should  end  in  new  security  to 
India,  it  can  do  nothing  to  atone  for 
losses  nor  to  recover  influence  in  Europe. 
The  same  remark  applies  exactly  to  the 
campaign  in  Africa,  oven  if,  judged 
alone,  it  would  admit  of  being  defended. 
So  as  regards  Cyprus.  Even  if  you  hold 
its  doubtful  and  contingent  tenure  to  be 
useful  as  a  means  of  guarding  Egypt — 
the  only  praise  it  can  extort — so  far 
from  being  an  expiation  of  inconstancy 
to  Treaties  and  the  Forte,  it  rather  tends 
to  aggravate  and  to  enhance  it.  These 
subsequent  transactions  are  the  asylum 
of  the  Government ;  and  now  they 
ought  to  be  dislodged  from  it.  It 
is  like  a  second  picture  placed  obtru- 
sively in  front  of  that  which  wo  desire 
to  judge,  on  purpose  to  conceal  it.  It 
is  like  the  effort  to  redeem  a  play 
which  has  not  terminated  fortunately 
by  an  irrelevant  explosion  of  artillery 
and  fireworks.  If  anyone  engages  to 
stand  upon  a  rope  and  falls,  he  cannot 
claim  approval  because,  instead  of  going 
back  to  his  task,  he  executes  a  series  of 
highly  interesting  dances.  This  compli- 
cated after-piece  may,  and  does,  impose 
upon  Great  Britain  for  the  moment. 
But  we  must  look  elsewhere  for  the  cri- 
terion of  its  advantage.  Does  it  im- 
pose upon  the  Continent  of  Europe  ? 
Does  it  secure  augmented  influence  at 
Paris,  at  Vienna,  Berlin,  or  St.  Feters- 
burg  ?  Does  it  give  us  any  bettor  locus 
standi  to  prevent  a  rupture  between 
Germany  and  France  whenever  such  a 
rupture  is  impending?  Would  these 
auxiliary  transactions  inspire  Sweden, 
Portugal,  or  Belgium,  who  look  to 
Great  Britain  as  a  defending  Power,  with 
any  greater  confidence  than  they  would 
otherwise  indulge  ?  To  recover  influence 
in  Europe,   when    something  has    de- 
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stroyed  it,  at  least  a  momentary  firmness 
in  regard  to  European  Powers  is  essen- 
tial. But  none  has  been  displayed. 
When  Russia  stepped  over  the  Heidel- 
burg  Convention  our  diplomatic  inter- 
course continued  with  her ;  while  the 
Ameer,  who  had  not  violated  any  Treatj, 
who  acted  under  the  control  of  orer- 
ruling  force,  was  destined  to  absorb  the 
whole  of  our  resentment. 

Whatever  weakness  or  deficiency  or 
error  are  connected  with  the  period  of 
1877  are,  therefore,  unatoned  for  and  on- 
cancelled.  No  doubt,  some  pretexts  hare 
been  offered  to  extenuate  tnem,  as  it  is 
seen  that  they  will  not  admit  of  open 
vindication.     It  is  not  unusual  to  throw 
the  whole  responsibility  on  the  former 
Secretary  of  State  (the  Earl  of  Derby;. 
The  noble  Earl  the  Prime  Minister,  hov- 
ever,  can  never  possibly  resort  to  such  a 
shelter.     He  can  never  be  inclined  to 
dispute — even  if  others  do  so— that  each 
decision  upon  foreign  policy  involves  the 
sanction  of  the   person   by  whom  the 
Cabinet  is  guided.    It  has  been  often 
said  that  the  Opposition  paralyzed  the 
Qovemment.    The  Opposition  were  al- 
ways a  minority  in  botii  Houses  of  Par- 
liament.    How  could  they  dictate  to  the 
Qovemment?    Besides,  the  Opposition 
were  divided  on  the  Eastern  Question. 
A  Government,  at  least,  is  quite  as  much 
at  liberty  to  follow  the  g^up  which  it 
approves,  as  that  from  which  it  differ*. 
Again,  in  their  preparatory  measure^ 
after  the  resignation  of  Lord    Derlv, 
the  Gk>vemment  were  not  controlled  by 
any  section  of  the  Opposition  which  dis- 
countenanced them.      Why,    therefure, 
could  they  not  resist  the  section — if  there 
was  one — which  frowned  upon  the  mea- 
sure of  advancing  the  British  Fleet  into 
the  Dardanelles   at  the  beginning  of 
the  war  instead  of  at  the  end  of   it? 
They   would  reply,   perhaps,    that  na- 
tional opinion  had  undergone  a  trans- 
formation.    It  is  true,  my  Lords,  that 
national  opinion  had  matured  itself.  Bat 
it  is  untrue  that  in  April,  1877,  national 
opinion  would  have  checked  a  step  lo 
moderate  and  limited,  as  well  as  so  im- 
perative in  faith  and  requisite  in  policy, 
as  that  to  which  I  have  alluded.    The 
complete  inaction  of  the  Gk>veniment  was 
at  once  the  theme  of  systematic  protest 
among  the  most  important  journals  of 
the  country.     It  called  into  existence, 
during  the  autumn,  a  number  of  ine- 
g^lar  societies,  resolved  to  put  an  end  to 
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it.  It  brouffht  on  besides,  and  inde- 
pendently, a  formidable  movoment  in  the 
open  air  which  could  not  be  resisted. 
You  cannot  urge  that  national  opinion 
had  demanded  the  course  which,  in  a 
few  months,  it  OYerwhelmed  and  repri- 
manded by  its  violence.  You  cannot 
satiafy  the  House  that  it  was  a  dangerous 
ontrage  upon  public  sentiment  to  ad- 
Tanoethe  Fleet  in  May,  June,  or  July,  if 
you  like,  even  Noyember ;  when,  in  the 
suoceeding  January,  to  advance  it  was 
the  only  course  by  which  tumult  could 
be  quelled,  by  which  mobs  could  be  dis- 
poned, by  which  security  and  peace 
could  be  restored  to  the  Metropdis. 

One  further  question  only  can  present 
itself  which  there  is  any  duty  to  reply  to. 
It  maybe  demanded — granting  there  was 
error  in  1877,  which  subsequent  trans- 
actions are  incompetent  to  expiate,  and 
current  pretexts  to  defend — has  it  re- 
sulted in  any  actual  inconvenience  ?  In 
Europe  the  inconvenience  is  manifest. 
The  triumph  of  aggression,  the  collapse 
of  Treaties,   always  render  war  more 

Sobable  than  otherwise  it  would  be. 
ow  was  peace  secured  for  40  years  in 
1816?  By  the  repression  of  the  Power 
which,  in  that  age,  was  the  disturbing 
one.  The  converse  will  present  itself. 
But  I  hold  the  scene  of  actual  inconve- 
nience to  be  much  more  Constantinople. 
Oar  position  at  Constantinople  is  most 
disastrous  and  anomalous  at  present. 
Bj  the  new  Convention  we  are  forced  to 
Mm  at  Ottoman  reforms  in  Asia  Minor. 
It  is  only  as  a  defending  Power,  it  has 
been  repeatedly  established,  wo  have 
any  title  to  exact  them.    But  in  1877  wo 

¥  roved  that  we  are  not  a  defending 
^ower.  In  1877  we  proved  that  engage- 
ments to  offer  even  the  slightest  form  of 
material  assistance  to  the  Sultan  are 
illusory.  The  new  Convention  has  no 
greater  promise  of  validity  than  that 
which  did  belong  to  the  old  Treaties. 
The  Sublime  Porte  inevitably  reason  in 
this  manner — **We  are  not  subsidized 
in  order  to  reform ;  we  are  not  coerced 
in  order  to  reform ;  and  by  reform  wo 
get  at  no  security  whatever  for  ulterior 
protection.  Why,  then,  should  we  carry 
it  beyond  our  own  idea  of  justice  and 
ezpemency  ?  "  But,  my  Lords,  they  liavo 
another  answer  oven  more  conclubive  to 
any  exhortation  the  Ambassador  thinks 
proper  to  address  to  them.  They  niuy 
reply,  thatthey  organized  political  Assem- 
bbee;  that  Sir  Ilenry  Layard  himself 


attested  their  reality  and  efficacy  in  his 
despatches  to  the  Foreign  Office ;  that 
they  sat  before  the  war  began ;  that  they 
were  sitting  when  it  finished ;  that  the 
first  measure  of  the  Bussian  Armies  at 
San  Stefano  required  their  dispersion; 
that  the  Congress  of  Berlin  might,  by 
a  single  Article,  have  easily  revived 
them ;  that  it  failed  to  do  so  ;  that  the 
European  Powers  collectively  interred 
the  reforming  agency  which  Hussia  had 
individually  disposed  of.  **  If  you  want 
reforms  in  Asia  Minor,''  they  naturally 
say,  '  *  you  had  better  re-establish  our 
Assemblies.  Wo  do  not  wish  to  prove 
their  super3uity,  or  vindicate  the  con- 
duct which  destroyed  them."  By  such 
language  the  Ambassador  is  silenced ; 
and  yet  he  must  persist,  to  some  extent, 
in  measures  which  provoke  it.  It  ought 
here  to  be  remarked  that  in  a  number 
of  debates  it  was  repeatedly  insisted  on 
that  if  the  Treaties  of  1856  were  wholly 
overlooked  the  power  to  interfere  and 
improve  in  Ottoman  dominion  would 
afterwards  escape  us  altogether.  If  the 
position  at  Constantinople  is  certainly 
embarrassing,  and  possibly  humiliating, 
it  is  not  unwarned  or  unenlightened 
that  the  Government  have  entered  it. 

The  present  is  not  one  of  the  occasions 
when  anyone  at  all  conversant  with  the 
subject  ought  to  insist  on  an  Eastern 
danger  which  he  realizes ;  or  urge  the 
country  to  the  path  of  duty  from  the 
slumber  of  indiilerenco ;  or  recommend 
a  course  of  action  to  a  Government 
whoso  hesitation  and  disunion  have  been 
too  openly  rovoaled  to  us.  During  the 
last  five  years,  however,  such  occasions 
have  been  frequent.  They  are  alone 
sufficient  to  condemn  the  policy  which 
leads  to  them.  In  this  House  Ministers 
are  rich  in  Parliamentary  and  even  ora- 
torical ability.  Great  as  it  may  be,  it 
will  not  ( nablo  them  to  disprove  a  large 
share  of  responsibility  for  the  unhappy 
war  of  lb77.  They  will  never  show 
that  in  May,  June,  or  July  of  that  year 
the  British  Fleet  might  not  have  been 
despatched  into  the  Bosphorus  to  the 
incalculable  benefit  of  Europe.  They 
will  not  be  able  either  to  repudiate  the 
parentage  of  the  usurping  Treaty,  which 
they  afterwards  contended  with,  as  I 
hold,  unsuicessfully.  The  transactions 
are  voluminous  and  intricate.  They  are 
beyond  the  range,  perhaps,  of  industry 
to  grasp,  or  utterance  to  mention  them. 
But  yet  their  historj'  may  be  given  in  a 
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Bentence.  It  is  the  record  of  wisdom 
faintly  and  imperfectly  adhered  to,  of 
duty  openly  ana  systematically  violated, 
of  reparation  eagerly  but  ineffectually 
grasped  at.  By  submitting  it,  in  out- 
line, to  this  House  to-night — although 
with  many  chasms  and  various  defi- 
ciencies— I  shall  have,  at  least,  attempted 
to  perform  a  timely  service  to  the  Oppo- 
sition and  the  country.  The  noble  Lord 
then  moved  for  the  letter  of  the  Ameer 
to  the  Sultan,  dated  January  19, 
1878. 

Movedy  "That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  Her  Majesty  for  a  Copy  of  the  letter 
from  the  lute  Ameer  of  Afghanistan  to  the 
Sultan,  dated  19th  January  1878."  —(TA^  Lord 
Campbell.) 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  that  when  his 
noble  and  lamented  Kelative  was  about 
to  retire  he  particularly  disliked  the 
tune  of  ''  The  Campbells  are  coming ; '' 
and  it  having  been  said  by  the  noble 
Lord,  doubly  a  Peer,  that  he  would  have 
voted  with  the  noble  Head  of  his  Olan  as 
to  Afghanistan,  the  noble  Pair  would  have 
assailed  the  Government  from  opposite 
sides  —  for,  while  the  noble  Duke  (the 
Duke  of  Argyll)  attacked  the  Govern- 
ment because  they  would  not  extirpate 
the  Turks,  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Camp- 
bell) attacked  them  with  equal  vigour 
because  they  would  not  preserve  them. 
He  (Lord  Denman)  thought  that  each 
of  those  noble  Lords  should  recollect  the 
words  of  Horace — 

*<  Est  brevitate  opus  ut  currat  sententia,  neu  so 
Impediat  verbis  lassas 

Onerantibus  aures." 

He  congratulated  those  noble  Lords  who, 
unlike  himself,  had  heard  the  whole  of 
the  noble  Lord's  speech. 

Earl  GRANVILLE  :  It  is  impossible, 
my  Lords,  not  to  feel  that,  from  his  point 
of  view,  the  noble  Lord  who  brought 
forward  the  subject  has  a  strong  case 
against  the  Government.  During  the 
last  few  years  ho  has  not,  in  my  opinion, 
been  sufficiently  alive  to  the  evils  of 
misgovemment  by  the  Turkish  Empire, 
or  to  the  claims  of  its  Christian  subjects 
upon  our  sympathies ;  and  he  has  not 
seen  as  clearly  as  I  fancy  I  do  the  ad- 
vantages of  acting  in  concert  with 
Europe,  and  the  disadvantages  of  iso- 
lated action  on  our  part  in  this  Eastern 
Question.  But  he  concentrated  his  view 
upon  the  necessity  of  checking  Eu&sia 
in  different  parts  of  the  world,  and  of 
supporting,  with  a  view  to  our  interests, 
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the  independence  and  integrity  of  the 
Turkish  Empire.  He,  therefore,  vith 
perfect  consistency,  applauded  all  the 
declarations  and  promises  made  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  in  agreement 
with  his  own  principles,  and  with  equal 
consistency  he  now  deplores  how  com- 
pletely the  performance  of  the  Govern- 
ment has  failed  to  keep  pace  with  their 
professions.  When  the  noble  Lord*9 
r^otice  first  stood  on  the  Minutes  it  was 
not  my  intention  to  take  part  in  the  de- 
bate, and  the  noble  Lord  was  aware  of 
the  fact.  But  I  will  now  ask  leare  to 
say  a  few  words  on  the  question  which 
he  has  raised,  and  on  other  matters  in- 
cidental to  that  question.  One  of  tbe 
circumetances  to  which  I  wish  to  allude 
is  that  the  present  Parliament,  already 
unduly  prolonKed,  is  now  about  to  U 
suddenly  dosea.  A  Cabinet  Minister,  a 
few  days  before  the  opening  of  Parlia- 
ment, had  announced  to  us,  as  an  agree- 
able surprise,  that  this,  the  last  Scmion 
of  the  present  Parliament,  was  to  be  a 
Session  of  real  work.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  the  Queen's  Oncioni 
Speech  announced  certain  measures,  and 

fromised  others  of   equal  impoiiaBoe. 
n  the  House  of  Commons  HerMajeetj'i 
Government  obtained   the  concuirence 
of  the  Opposition  and  the  ready  aaeent 
of  the    House  to  certain  HesolutioBf 
which  they  thought  it  desirable  to  adopt 
in    order    to  facilitate   the    legialatiTe 
Business  in  the  other  House.  Excepting 
for  the  disturbance  raised  by  a  Bill  the 
object  of  which  is  excellent,  but  which, 
for  want  of  common  care  as  to  its  pro- 
visions, is  universally  condenmed  and 
may  be  fatal  to  the  rdorm  so  much  re- 
quired, there  is  hardly  a  ripple  on  the 
stream  of  Parliamentary  woriE.    In  the 
midst  of  this  calm  the  stormy  petrels 
appeared.    The  noble  Earl,    in  a  few 
words  and  with  no  reasons,  announced, 
the  Dissolution    of   Parliament     The 
Chancellor  of   the  Exchequer  made  a 
similar     announcement     in     ''another 
place;"  but  some  reasons  were  given, 
but  still  reasons  which  appeared  to  me 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  to  justify  the 
Dissolution  of  Parliament,  or  at  least 
which  would  not  have  equally  justified 
it  last  autumn.     The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said  it  was  in  order  to  paas 
tho  Irish  Kelief  Bills ;  but  if  the  Disso- 
lution had  come  in  the  autumn  Parlia- 
ment woidd  have  met  at  the  usual  time, 
and  the  Irish  Bills  would  have  been 
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Mssed  as  soon  as  they  have  been  now. 
There  is  no  possible  reason  why,  if  it 
is  right  to  dissolve  Parliament  now,  it 
was  not  right  to  do  so  at  a  time  which 
would  not  have  interfered  with  the 
annual  Parliamentary  Business  of  the 
ooontiy.  But,  my  Lords,  be  this  as  it 
may,  so  fjBir  from  crying  over  spilt  milk, 
I  am  rejoiced  at  the  announcement 
that  the  present  unsatisfactory  state 
of  things  is  drawing  to  an  end,  and 
that  an  appeal  is  to  be  made  to 
the  sense — I  hope  the  good  sense— 
of  the  people  of  this  country.  My 
Loids,  on  the  next  day,  last  Tuesday, 
there  appeared  a  letter  from  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Viceroy  of 
Ireland.  I  will  not  describe  that  letter, 
as  it  has  been  described  this  evening  in 
the  land  debate,  as  an  electioneering 
squib ;  but  its  form  is  a  little  unusual. 
I  do  not,  however,  complain  of  that. 
One  hook  is  nearly  as  good  as  another 
upon  which  to  hang  a  declaration  of 
principles.  My  complaint  is  of  another 
sind.  It  relates  to  the  absence  from  that 
declaration  of  any  principles  of  a  tan- 

£*ble  character.  Literary  critics  have 
Uen  foul  of  the  language  and  the 
grammar ;  but  I  have  no  pretence  to  be 
a  literary  critic.  My  only  object,  if  I 
write  or  speak,  is  to  convey  my  meaning 
■a  clearly  as  I  can  to  others.  I  am  not 
oonrinced  by  the  united  authority  of 
Prince  Talleyrand,  Dr.  South,  and 
Cardinal  de  Betz,  that    language  was 

S'tcu  to  man  to  conceal  his  thoughts. 
ad  if  I  find  that  a  singularly  brilliant 
writer,  a  great  master  of  English,  puts 
together  words  which  are  understood 
neither  by  friends  or  opponents,  I  con- 
clude that  it  is  not  that  he  cannot,  but 
that  he  does  not,  wish  to  explain  his 
meaniuff.  A  first-rate  judge,  speaking 
of  this  Manifesto,  said — 


''Yoa  mufltnot  look  at  this  design  ns  if  it 
picture  intended  to  bo  hung  on  the  eye 
line.  It  IS  a  Int  of  stage  painting,  intended  to 
be  looked  at  from  an  immense  distance  and  to 
produce  a  general  effect,  utterly  irrespective  of 
eonreet  drawing  or  accurate  details." 

Now,  my  Lords,  what  is  the  general  effect 
intendea?  It  appears  to  me  that  it  is 
something  of  this  sort — that  the  Govern- 
ment mean  for  the  future  to  soar  above  the 
details  of  homo  reforms  and  social  pro- 
gress ;  that,  with  regard  to  Ireland,  they 
not  only  desire  to  excite  a  firni  desire  to 
keep  united  the  Kingdom  of  Great 
and  Ireland,  but  that  they  think 


it  convenient  for  election  purposes  to 
excite  the  popular  feeling  against  that 
country,  and  to  convey  an  impression 
that  the  Oppositon  are  indifferent  to 
the  union  of  the  two  Islands ;  that 
the  same  difference  of  opinion  exists 
between  themselves  and  ourselves 
as  to  our  relations  with  India  and 
with  the  Colonies,  and  that  as  to  the  in- 
fluence of  England  in  Europe,  this  is 
the  exclusive  monopoly  of  the  present 
Government,  which  has  been  used  in  the 
past,  and  which  will  be  used  in  the  fu- 
ture, with  a  splendid  success  perfectly 
unattainable  by  any  other  Party  in  the 
State.  As  this  is  the  first  opportunity 
of  touching  upon  the  remarkable  Mani- 
festo of  the  noble  Earl,  it  is  tempting  to 
touch  upon  the  home  policy — or  rather, 
the  no-home-policy — of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  It  is  especially  tempting 
to  say  something  upon  the  attempt,  and 
the  utter  failure,  to  fix  upon  the  Opposi- 
tion any  desire  for  the  separation  of 
Ireland  from  Great  Britain.  But  I  will 
refrain. 

The  Earl  of  DUNMORE  :  Hear, 
hear!  

Earl  GE ANYILLE  :  I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  cheer  from  the  noble  Earl ; 
and  I  repeat,  that  I  resist  the  temptation 
to  speak  on  those  subjects; 

The  Earl  of  DUNMORE :  I  thought 
the  Motion  related  to  the  Eastern  Ques- 
tion? 

Earl  GRANVILLE :  To  that  I  am 
coming.  Now,  my  Lords,  with  regard 
to  foreign  affairs,  the  first  thing  that 
strikes  one  is  the  singular  declaration 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
maintained  peace.  Where  have  they 
maintained  peace  ?  In  Europe  ?  No. 
In  Africa?  No.  In  Asia?  No.  They 
have  not  maintained  it  even  in  South 
America ;  but  with  that  they  have  had 
little  to  do.  In  Europe  there  has  been 
a  war,  a  war  which,  as  was  believed  by 
us  at  the  time,  might  have  been  prevented 
by  a  policy  of  united  pressure  by  the 
whole  of  Europe  to  compel  the  carrying 
out  of  the  Treaty  promises — a  war  which 
the  Prime  Minister  once  told  us  could 
have  boon  prevented  if  his  strong  Go- 
vernment had  done  that  which  they  did 
not  do.  But  that  a  long  and  bloody  war 
took  place,  and  that  nt  an  enormous  cost 
of  human  life  and  suffering,  is  a  matter 
of  fact,  whiih  seems  perfectly  incon- 
sistent with  the  repeated  boast  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  secured  the  peace 
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of  Europe.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer is  much  more  cautious  in  his 
address.  He  says  that,  although  we 
could  not  prevent  war,  we  stopped  its 
extension  to  other  countries.  But  I  want 
to  know  who  were  the  other  countries 
who  wanted  to  fight  and  were  prevented 
by  Her  Majety's  Government  from  doing 
so?  That  is  a  point  on  which  I  am 
ignorant.  It  is  quite  true  we  did  not 
go  to  war  ouc3elves.  I  am  very  glad, 
indeed,  we  did  not.  We  avoided  that 
war  by  conceding  nearly  every  position 
which  the  Government,  unfortunately, 
announced,  two  years  ago,  would  be  in- 
jurious if  abandoned.  The  noble  Earl, 
m  his  letter  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  talks  not  only  of  the  in- 
fluence, but  of  the  ascendancy,  of  this 
country  over  the  Councils  of  Europe. 
Where  is  this  ascendancy  shown  ?  At 
Constantinople  ?  With  the  Slavs  ? 
With  the  Greeks?  Is  it  over  France 
and  Egypt  ?  Is  it  in  Vienna  and  Ber- 
lin ?  When  Lord  Salisbury  announced 
at  Manchester,  with  exceeding  glory,  the 
tidings  of  an  understanding  between 
Austria  and  Germany,  he  informed  the 
astonished  Manchester  people  at  the 
same  time  that  he  had  no  information 
of  what  that  understanding  was.  This 
appears  to  me  very  like  the  ascendancy 
01  the  Premier.  Though  there  has  been 
ascendancy,  the  noble  Earl  says  it  is 
now  arrested.  It  would  be  interesting 
to  know  whether  it  has  only  been  ar- 
rested during  the  last  month,  week,  or 
ten  days,  or  much  earlier,  and  what  is 
the  nature  of  its  influence?  Influence 
is  a  good  thing,  and  ascendancy  is  a 
better,  if  really  exercised  to  defend  our- 
selves from  iujury,  and  to  promote  peace, 
justice,  and  liberty  among  others.  But 
can  anything  be  less  statesmanlike,  less 
judicious,  more  certain  to  destroy  our 
just  influence,  than  to  make  these  idle 
and  public  boasts  of  ascendancy  ?  The 
noble  Earl's  ability,  his  courage,  his  ex- 
perience, must  give  him  great  influence 
in  his  Cabinet.  Would  it  increase  his 
influence  to  boast  in  public  of  his  as- 
cendancy over  those  of  whom  he  is  the 
admitted  Chief?  Does  he,  then,  think 
that  to  flaunt  his  boast  in  the  face  of  the 
rival  countries  of  Europe,  jealous  of 
their  own  position,  and,  unfortunately, 
submitting  to  the  burdens  of  millionp 
of  men  to  maintain  it,  is  a  plan  to 
strengthen  the  influence  of  England  in 
the  sEghtest  degree  ?    I  cannot  conceive 
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such  a  thought  being  not  considered 
either  offensive  or  ridiculouB  by  some  of 
those  great  military  Powers,  unless  thej 
looked  upon  it  as  being  a  matter  of 
merely  insular  concern,  arguing  that,  as 
long  as  England  consented  to  pull  the 
chestnuts  out  of  the  fire  for  them,  thej 
would  not  mind  such  election  periods  u 
those  in  this  letter.  But  still  more 
serious  questions  remain.  The  nobl« 
Earl,  in  nis  letter,  most  distinctly  inti- 
mates that  we  are  in  the  most  critictl 
period  of  foreign  affairs,  and  he  further 
says  that  it  is  only  by  the  Oovemmeotof 
England — with  him  and  bis  Colleagues 
in  the  management  of  affairs — that  that 
critical  state  of  affairs  can  be  dealt  with. 
And  it  is  at  this  critical  time  that  he 
slightly  diminishes  not  only  the  Annj, 
but  the  Navy  Estimates.  But  the  extra- 
ordinary thing  is  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  absolutely  ignorant  of 
this  critical  state  of  things.  In  his  ad- 
dress he  tells  us  that  we  are  nearly  at 
the  end  of  our  European  troubles,  and 
proposes  to  devote  himself  to  questioni 
of  a  homely  character.  It  is  a  serioni 
matter  that  Parliament  and  the  country 
should  be  kept  so  much  out  of  the  con- 
fidence of  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  as 
to  foreign  affairs ;  but  it  really  becomes 
a  most  g^ave  question  if  the  leading 
Members  of  the  Cabinet  are  equally  de- 
prived of  that  information.  Pessimisn 
in  politics  is  not  good.  Optimism,  within 
certain  limits,  is  of  jKreatadvanta^.  It 
encourages  self-confidence,  and  the  oon- 
fidence  of  others.  It  is  a  quality  the 
possession  of  which  I  do  not  deny  to  the 
present  Government.  They  take,  as  is  na- 
tural to  high-spirited  men,  a  very  faToa^ 
able  view  of  all  that  they  do,  and  aie 
not  reticent  in  communicating  that  opi- 
nion to  others.  It  is  a  most  singulai 
circumstance  that  the  South  Afirican 
War,  which  the  Government  claimed 
the  merit  of  endeavouring  to  prevent, 
they  now  speak  of  as  having  lea  to  the 
most  happy  results.  In  In£a  we  had  a 
North-West  Frontier,  which  the  great 
majority  of  Anglo-Indian  civilians  and 
soldiers  thought  excellent.  It  had  the 
p^eat  advantage  of  the  mountainous 
Kingdom  of  Afghanistan,  consolidated 
under  Dost  Mahomed  and  Shere  Ali,  as 
a  buffer  between  ourselves  and  Bussia, 
and  with  this  advantage — that  Afghan- 
istan was  not  conterminous  with  Russia. 
or  even  with  India,  being  separated  by 
tracts    of  country  occupied    by    inde* 
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pend«iit  Tribes,  easily  kept  in  order  by 
a  few  NatiTe  regiments.  All  this  has 
been  changed.  Ber  Majesty's  GK)yem- 
ment  are  delighted  to  have  got  the  gates 
of  India,  being,  I  suppose,  those  nar- 
row passages  mentioned  in  the  Gunda- 
niucK  Treaty.  But  we  do  not  know  whe- 
ther any  further  gates  are  required  for 
Cabal,  Herat,  the  Hindoo  Koosh,  and 
other  places.  All  we  know  is,  that  in 
one  of  the  gates  already  possessed  the 
key  is  rusting  in  the  keyhole ;  we  have 
had  7,000  or  8,000  troops  shut  up  there 
daring  the  whole  of  last  autumn.  Lord 
Lawrence,  Lord  Northbrook,  and  others, 
aqoally  entitled  to  speak  with  authority 
on  this  subject,  have  pointed  out  that 
the  whole  difficulty  of  our  position  in 
Afghanistan  was,  that  while  nothing  was 
easier  than  to  g^t  there,  it  was  quite 
another  thing  to  get  out.  But,  more- 
DiTor,  I  find  an  extract  of  the  Viceroy  in 
Connoil,  dated  July  7th,  last  year.  He 
there  aaid — 

"We bad  ferions  cause  to  appprehcnd  that, 
if  w  temporarily  orcnpied  Cabul,  we  might,  b^ 
ftna  nrecipitating  the  downfall  of  Shere  Ah, 
iiretneTably  ahake  to  pieces  all  the  independent 
BSterialt  of  government  in  Afghanietan,  be- 
rasathing  to  Shere  All's  successor  no  stable 
Msis  of  authority,  and  placing  ourselves  in  a 
pCMition  from  which  we  could  not  after\%'ard8 
ivtixe  without  surrendering  to  anarchy  and  civil 
Moflict  a  State  which  it  was  our  object  to 
Ikreiigthen  and  consolidate  in  the  manner  most 
sondnciTe  to  peaceable  and  friendly  relations/* 

Fhia  is  the  state  in  which  we  find  our- 
mItos  now.  And  yet  all  the  language  of 
the  Ministers  is  rose-coloured  on  the 
mbject.  Some  promise  immediate  tran- 
qnillity  and  pronperity  to  Afghanistan  ; 
and  the  noble  Viscount  (Viscount  Cran- 
brook)  actually  worked  himself  up  to  tell 
na  the  other  day  that  it  was  a  question 
whether  Afghanistan  broken  up  was  not 
better  than  the '*  strong  and  independent " 
Afghanistan  which  the  Government, 
Like  all  their  Predecessors,  considered 
Btaential  to  our  interests.  With  regard 
to  Turkey,  the  noble  Earl  has  been 
the  greatest  optimist  of  all.  I  have 
DOt  heard  any  opinion  from  him  of  late ; 
bnt  he  was  the  last  to  declar«^  his  un- 
changed belief  in  the  independence  and 
vitality  of  the  Turkish  Empire.  I  have 
admired  the  cheery  tone  with  which,  at 
annnal  civic  feasts,  he  has  announced 
the  eternal  character  of  his  Administ ra- 
don. But  a  change  has  at  last  arisen. 
In  his  letter  to  the  Viceroy,  he  ackuow- 
ladgesthat  even  his  Cabinet  is  human,  and 
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may  finally  be  disposed  of  by  the  pro- 
cess of  popular  election.  I  am  not  going 
to  make  any  rash  prophecies  as  to  the 
result  of  the  coming  Election.  All  I  can 
say  is  that  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
the  result  of  that  Election  will  be  disad- 
vantageous to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. But,  supposing  they  return  with 
the  same  majority,  or  even  a  diminished 
majority,  I  feel  it  is  a  serious  considera- 
tion how  perfectly  uncontrolled  they 
will  be  in  directing  the  foreign  affairs  of 
this  country.  I  believe  them  to  be 
honourable  men,  striving,  according  to 
their  views,  to  act  for  the  advantage  of 
the  country.  But  I  dissent  from  their 
views.  I  dissent  from  their  way  of  deal- 
ing with  our  foreign  policy,  and  com- 
plain of  their  not  achieving  the  results 
which  they  profess  to  have  achieved. 
But  what  I  more  especially  complain  of 
is,  that  they  do  not  let  the  country  take 
a  share  in  the  conduct  of  its  foreign 
affairs,  which  I  believe  is  the  right  and 
claim  of  every  free  country  at  the  pre- 
sent day.  If,  on  the  contrary,  we  are 
successful  at  the  Election,  I  can  only 
feel  that  whatever  Government  may  be 
in  power,  that  Government  will  be  most 
anxious  to  maintain  the  unity  of  this 
Empire,  to  support  the  digpiity  and 
honour  of  the  Crown,  and  to  protect 
this  country  from  injury  and  insult  from 

whatever  quarter  it  may  come. 

The  Eakl  of  BEAC0N8FIELD : 
There  is  very  great  difficulty  in  follow- 
ing the  speeches  of  the  noble  Lord  who 
introduced  this  ^lotion.  His  style  of 
rhetoric  is  very  peculiar.  It  is  framed 
upon  a  series  of  assumptions  and,  as  we 
all  willingly  acknowledge,  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  countries  of  which  he 
speaks ;  and  he  has  made  himself,  much 
to  his  honour  and  credit,  master  of  the 
diplomatic  details  of  the  last  few  years ; 
this  combination  gives  a  plausibility 
to  his  assumptions,  for  which  there  is 
really  not  the  slightest  foundation.  His 
arguments  are  sound  enough,  if  the 
assumptions  could  only  be  proved.  The 
arguments  and  deductions  of  the  noble 
Lord  are  always  illustrated  bv  a  certain 
degree  of  local  colouring,  which  of  course, 
recommends  them  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  who  feel  that  they  are 
addressed  by  an  individual  who,  with 
personal  experience,  combines  study 
of  the  subject,  and  that  they  are 
listening  to  a  noble  Lord  eminently 
qualified  to  address  them  on  such  topics. 
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The  noble  Lord  says — "  You  had  a  great 
opportunity  in  1876,  and  you  lost  it." 
What  was  the  opportunity  ?  The  noble 
Lord  never  told  us.  Throughout  his 
speech,  which  was  not  a  short  one,  he 
dwelt  upon  the  opportunity  which  was 
lost;  but  he  never  told  us  what  the 
opportunity  was.  **Then,"  said  the 
noble  Lord,  **  after  1876  you  had  ano- 
ther opportunity."  Here,  I  must  say, 
he  did  condescend  to  give  us  some  de- 
tails for  our  guidance.  **You  ought," 
he  said,  ''to  have  sent  an  Embassy  to 
St.  Petersburgh  and  not  to  Constanti- 
nople; everything  would  then  have  been 
settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  Europe." 
But  here,  again,  is  an  assumption  of  the 
noble  I-ord.  I  suppose  that  we  who  are 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  public 
afi'airs,  or  any  Gentlemen  in  our  situa- 
tion, would  not  have  carried  them  on 
without  some  communication  with  St. 
Petersburgh.  The  noble  Jjord  assumes 
that  during  the  two  years  that  elapsed 
before  the  war  commenced  not  the 
slightest  communication  had  taken  place 
between  St.  Petersburgh  and  the  Court 
of  St.  James's.  Then  the  noble  Lord 
says — "  I  make  a  summary  of  these  six 
years,  and  that  summary  is  this — You 
have  deprived  Turkey  cf  all  present 
authority  on  the  Bosphorus,  and  you  have 
impaired  her  to  an  extent  which  must 
inevitably  lead  to  her  entirely  losing  her 
position  there."  Well,  that  is  the  opinion 
of  the  noble  Lord ;  but  it  is  not  the  general 
opinion.  It  is  not  the  opinion  of  persons 
— of  statesmen,  I  will  say — in  several 
countries  upon  that  subject.  They  have 
differed  upon  points  in  the  settlement  of 
Europe,  and  comprondses  necessarily 
have  been  made,  and  arrangements  have 
been  agreed  to,  without  winch  no  ulti- 
mate consent  or  decision  could  have  been 
arrived  at ;  but,  if  there  was  one  point 
on  which  all  were  agreed,  it  was  that 
command  should  be  given  to  Turkey 
over  the  Bosphorus,  and  arrangements 
should  be  made  with  reference  to  that 
position  which  would  render  it  most 
probable — unless  there  was  a  total  want 
of  energy  and  power — that  Constanti- 
nople would  remain  in  the  hands  either 
of  the  Sultan  or  of  some  Power  whose 
position  there  would  not  menace  the  in- 
dependence of  Europe.  Now,  I  say,  in 
answer  to  the  noble  Lord  at  once,  that 
T  entirely  den\'  his  summary;  and  if  the 
cuuscquonce  uf  his  studies  has  only  been 
that  he  should  call  upon  the  House  to 

Tlie  Earl  of  BeacowtfiM 


listen  to  a  speech  of  an  hour  and  * 
quarter  in  order  to  vindicate  what  he 
calls  the  summarv  of  his  convictions  and 
researches,  then  I  say  one  weaker.  lr« 
founded,  less  true,  less  trustworthy  was 
never  brought  before  the  c(»nsidemtion  'f 
your  Lordships'  House.  Then  th^re  is 
another  peculiarity  about  the  oratory  of 
the  noble  Lord.  The  noble  Lord  will  no: 
be  offended  by  my  noticing  it,  since  he  is 
the  founder  of  a  school,  although  that 
school  does  not  yet  exist.  The  nob]» 
Lord  has  given  us  so  many  speciirecs 
of  this  kind  of  diplomatic  rhetoric  dur- 
ing this  Session,  that  I  think  it  is  neces- 
sary that  some  justice  should  be  dose 
to  its  peculiarities  and  its  beauties.  The 
noble  Lord  goes  on  arguinf^ — forget! irg, 
and  thinking  the  House  will  alsoforget— 
that  there  is  one  great  distinction  bet ve^n 
the  noble  Lord  and  all  on  this  side  of 
the  House,  and,  I  believe,  with  a  sole 
exception,  with  all  noble  Lords  opposite. 
The  noble  Lord  is  a  man  of  war.  He 
savs — *'  You  should  have  done  this,  vou 
lost  a  great  opportunity;  you  should 
have  done  that ;  but  all  the  things  ws 
ought  to  have  done  would  have  been 
acts  of  war ;  and  our  duty,  as  an  Eng- 
lish Ministry,  was  to  save  the  country 
from  being  involved  in  war,  and,  if 
possible,  to  prevent  war  in  any  part  of 
Europe.  The  noble  Lord,  of  i-onrfe, 
disapproves  of  the  manner  in  which  we 
managed  affairs,  because  the  noble  Lord 
and  ourselves  were  driving  at  an  end 
perfectly  different  and  contrary  to  each 
other.  The  noble  Lord,  from. beginning 
to  end,  has  only  one  idea  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Eastern  Question.  It  ii 
from  the  beginning  war,  and  in  the 
middle  war,  and  in  the  end  war.  The 
object  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  as  I 
doubt  not  it  would  have  been  the  object 
of  our  rivals,  if  they  had  sat  on  these 
benches,  was  to  save  this  country  froa 
war,  and,  if  possible,  other  countries 
also.  Well,  this  great  speech  this  even- 
ing, which  has  led  to  so  much  instructiT* 
and  unexpected  oratory,  is  founded  on  a 
^lotion  which  ought  not  to  be  forgotten. 
This  sneech  is  made  because  the  noble 
Jjord  IS  in  possession  of  a  letter  from 
Shore  Ali  to  the  Sultan,  stirrinir  up  the 
Sultan  to  make  war  against  England, 
and  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  that 
Power  which,  of  all  Powers,  is  the  one 
he  should  most  avoid  al]3'ing  himself  to: 
it  des(*ants  on  the  great  advantages  cf 
hi  a  alliance  with  Buada.      The   noble 
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Lovd's  Motion  is  that,  on  the  part  of  the 
OoTermnent,  we  should  produce  this 
letter.  We  have  no  ofiBlcial  knowledge 
of  it;  we  have  it  only  in  the  form  in 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  it,  through  its 
haTinsr  been  printed  in  the  newspapers. 
The  letter  in  question  is,  without 
doubt,  a  forgery,  and  the  noble  Lord 
has  made  it  the  foundation  of  a  great 
debate  in  your  Lordships'  House,  which 
has  elicited  some  important  revelations 
from  the  noble  Earl  opposite  with  refer- 
ence to  the  politics  and  position  of  his 
Pauiy.  He  has  made  them  on  a  letter 
which  is  apocryphal  and  spurious.  Now, 
the  history  of  this  letter  of  Shero  Ali, 
jour  Lordships  may  rely  upon  it,  is 
something  in  this  way — It  appeared  in  a 
Turkish  paper,  and  was  communicated 
to  that  paper  by  a  European.  When  it 
^ypeared  m  the  Turkish  newspaper,  it 
waSp  of  course,  copied  into  other  papers, 
and  a  considerable  controversy  was  oc- 
casioned by  it.  A  communication  was, 
in  consequence,  made  to  the  Turkish 
QoTemment,  and  the  authenticity  of  the 
letter  was  immediately  denied.  The 
Saltan  himself  personally  declared  that 
it  was  perfectly  apocryphral ;  and,  there- 
fore, no  copy  came  into  our  possession, 
■or  did  we  hear  anything  further  about 
it.  I  must  say  this — that  the  Russian 
newspapers — at  least,  some  of  them, 
though  copying  the  letter,  treated  it  in  a 
spirit  of  very  judicious  criticism.  The 
&#/0f  of  the  15th  of  July  said— 

•*  This  correspoxidence,  which  is  undoubtedly 
IiIm,  hai  made  a  strong  impression  upon  the 
llahomedan  population  m  India.  It  was  re- 
primed  in  all  the  leading  Indian  newspapers, 
and  gave  rise  to  endless  rumours  in  all  the 


I  think  if  your  Lordships  were  to  read 
the  letter — and  probably  you  did  read 
it  some  time  ago — you  would  see  im- 
mediately that  it  was  written  by  a 
European.  It  is  too  epigramnmtic  for 
an  Oriental ;  and  the  whole  tone  is  evi- 
dently that  of  some  experienced  jour- 
nalist, who  used  a  small  Turkish  news- 
paper which  no  longer  exists,  published 
at  Constantinople,  and  distinguished  for 
its  hostility  to  England.  This  letter,  dis- 
claimed by  the  Sultan,  and  by  him  person- 
ally denounced  as  utterly  apocryphal,  is 
the  foundation  for  the  debate  of  to- night. 
The  noble  Earl  opposite  (Earl  Granville) 
has  taken  fair  advantage  of  this  discus- 
sion to  make  some  nmiable  remarks  on 
tho  state  of  public  affiiirs ;  and  the  noble 


Earl  has  taken  the  letter  which  I  ad- 
dressed to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land as  his  chief  text.  I  think  he  ought 
to  have  assisted  the  noble  Lord  who  pro- 
duced the  Oriental  letter,  and  have  made 
a  speech  which  would  have  been  more 
germane  to  the  matter  in  hand.  I  do 
not  collect  from  the  noble  Earl  that  his 
objections  are  of  a  very  substantial  or 
serious  character.  The  first  objection  is, 
that  we  have  advised  Her  Majesty  to 
dissolve  Parliament.  I  can  conceive 
some  familiar  friend  complaining  that 
we  had  advised  Her  Majesty  to  dissolve 
Parliament ;  but  I  am  surprised  that  the 
noble  Earl,  the  head  of  a  powerful  Party, 
who  for  the  last  six  months  have  been 
denouncing  Her  Majesty's  Government 
because  they  did  not  dissolve  Parliament 
— and  some  of  whom  have  used  language 
of  the  strongest  invective  against  us,  and 
who  have  laboured  to  impress  upon  the 
nation  that  it  was  nothing  but  our 
fear  of  the  indignation  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens that  prevented  us  from  doing  so— I 
say  I  am  surprised  that  the  noble  Earl 
should  have  found  that  fault  with  us.  I 
will  make  great  admissions  to  the  noble 
Earl.  I  will  admit  that  there  is  hardly 
a  higher  function  to  exercise,  or  a  more 
responsible  duty  to  fulfil,  than  to  ad- 
vise your  Sovereign  to  dissolve  Parlia- 
ment in  any  circumstances,  except  when 
the  absolute  lapse  of  time  renders  it  the 
duty  of  a  Ministry  to  do  so.  I  look  upon 
it  as  an  act  which  involves  the  highest 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry 
who  advise  it ;  and  il"  I  did  not  feel  cer- 
tain that  the  noble  Earl  opposite  and 
many  of  his  Friends,  whose  great  station 
in  the  country  and  whose  distinguished 
talents  we  all  acknowledge  and  honour, 
were  merely  speaking  in  a  spirit  of 
mockery,  I  should  be  alarmed  when  I 
read,  as  1  do  read,  that  some  of  these 
distinguished  persons  have  absolutely 
insinuated  that  Parliament  has  been  dis- 
solved because  there  was  some  Water 
Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons.  If  I 
believed  that  they  sincerely  entertained 
that  view,  I  should  feel  that  there  was 
great  danger  for  the  country.  But, 
as  I  know  they  are  men  well  expe- 
rienced in  public  affairs,  and  have  well 
weighed  the  responsibility  of  the  Minis- 
terial conduct  in  making  such  advice  as 
the  Dissolution  of  Parliament  to  tho 
Sovereign,  I  pass  that  over,  and  I  am 
quite  convinced  that  the  noble  Earl  will 
allow  me  to  notice  his  remarks  on  the 
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broad  ground  upon  which  they  ought  to 
be  noticed.  To  advise  a  Dissolution  is 
an  act  which  involves  great  responsi- 
bility ;  and  wo  have  considered  it  in  all 
its  bearings.  Nothing  but  a  sense  of 
duty — of  overwhelming  duty — induced  us 
to  take  that  step  ;  and  no  other  justifica- 
tion of  our  act,  I  should  think,  was 
necessary,  especially  as  we  are  now  ap- 
pealing to  our  country.  The  noble  Earl 
touched,  I  think,  upon  some  domestic 
subjects  which  I  ought  to  have  noticed  ; 
but  as  the  debate  is  on  foreign  affairs,  1 
may,  perhaps,  be  excused  from  refemng 
to  them. 

Earl  GRANVILLE :  I  referred  to 
Ireland. 

The  Earl  of  BEACONSFIELD  :  I 
have  already  troubled  your  Lordships 
to-night  with  remarks  upon  Ireland,  and 
I  will  not  touch  upon  that  subject  again.. 
I  will  rather  come  to  that  point  in  the 
noble  Earl's  speech  in  which  he  ques- 
tioned my  right  to  describe  what  my 
views  were  as  to  the  position  of  this  and 
other  nations — as  to  the  relations  exist- 
ing between  this  and  other  countries — 
and  the  degree  of  danger  or  security 
that  might  arise  from  them.  He  ques- 
tioned my  right,  and  I  must  assert  that 
right  in  a  manner  which  cannot  be  mis- 
taken. I  do  not  understand  what  the 
noble  Earl  means  by  perpetually  impres- 
sing us  with  the  necessity  of  publishing 
to  the  nation  every  single  thing  con- 
nected with  our  foreign  afi'airs,  as  if 
we  were  to  take  every  opportunity  of 
shuffling  off  the  responsibility  which 
it  is  our  duty  as  Miuibters  to  encounter 
and  to  sincerely  feel.  My  Lords,  there 
is  not  an  expression  in  the  letter  to  which 
so  much  reference  has  been  made  which 
was  not  well  weighed  and  sincerely  felt. 
I  believe  the  state  of  affairs  is  critical ; 
and  when  I  look  at  the  condition  of 
Europe ;  when  I  observe  those  mighty 
hosts  in  battle  array ;  when  I  find  increased 
armaments  proposed,  recommended,  and 
agreed  to  with  facility — if  there  were  no 
other  causes,  these  alone  would  make  me 
impress  upon  my  countr^'men  that  this 
is  not  a  time  when  vigilance  can  be  neg- 
lected, and  when  resolution  can  be 

**  Sicklied  o'er  with  the  pale  cast  of  thought." 

The  noble  Lord  followed  up  those  re- 
marks. The  noble  Lord  seemed  to  com- 
plain very  much  of  my  using  the  word  ''as- 
cendency/' and  talked  of  my  **  boasting 
of  the  ascendency  which  Her  Majeety's 
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Government  now  possesses  in  Europe.'* 
I  said  nothing  of  the  kind.    I  laid  i: 
down,  as  I  do  lay  it  down  lieresir.cer(=W, 
that  England  ought  to  possess  an  iii£.i* 
ence,  not  to  say  an  ascendency,  in  tie 
Councils  of  Europe.     I  laid  thaidunn; 
but  I  did  not  say  that  we  jK>e«f-«'ji  an 
ascendency.     I  said  that  the  piiiuipl*' I 
have  just  enunciated  should   form  the 
basis  of  a  policy  which  a  wise  Minister 
would  purbue,  and  which  he  ou^ht  to 
endeavour  to  attain.     There  are  cau»«s 
why  England  does  not  poAsess  that  de- 
gree of  influence  and  ascendency  in  tb« 
Councils  of  Europe  which  I  should  desire 
her  to  possess.     Theso  causes  are  the 
conduct,  not  of  the  noble  Earl,  who  hu 
always  conducted  himself  as  a  statesicBD 
should ;  but  the  conduct  of  those  dt^ply 
connected  in  public  life  with  the  noLle 
Earl,  who  have  held  language  which  Lai 
impressed  the  Courts  of  Europe,  and  the 
nations  of  Europe,  with  the  idea  that 
there  is  a  want  of  sympathy  between 
the  existing  Government  and  their  coun- 
trymen ;  and  that  if  one  of  those  trials 
should  occur  which  demand  the  utmiisc 
development  of  national  energy,  and  the 
utmost  display  of  national   spirit,  the 
Government  would  appeal  to  their  coon- 
try  men  in  vain.     My  Liords,  there  is  a 
great  difference  between  the  word  "  as- 
cendency "  and  the  word  "  supreinacj." 
The  word  ascendency  is  one  which  in- 
volves important  mond  attributes,  and  is 
not  a  word  of  offence,  but  one  which 
will  always  be  accepted  in  a  liberal  and 
generous  spirit.     I  maintain  that  the 
policy  of  England  should  be  directed  at 
preserving  her  ascendency.     I  maintain 
that  unless  we  take  our  place  in  the 
Councils  of  Europe  in  a  becoming  man- 
ner, the  peace  of  the  world  will  be  en- 
dangered.     I  maintain  that  the  lert 
security  fgr  possessing  general  peace  liet 
in  increasing  and  upholding  the  influ- 
ence of  this  country.      Wh}-,  the  tvo 
systems  have  been  tried !     The  opposite 
system  has  been  tried  by  the  Ministrj 
of  which  the  noble  Earl  wa«  one  of  thfl 
ablest  Members,  and  what  was  the  re- 
sult?    If  we  have  had  to  encounter 
troubles,  if  we  have  had  to  meet  greet 
diffloulties,  if  we  have  found  affaire  iA 
Asia  and  in  Europe  complicated  and  con- 
fused, why,  the}'  were  the  consequence, 
I  will  say,  of  the  policy  of  those  who 
preceded  us.    That  policy  we  have  not 
followed.    Our  policy  we  have  fairly  put 
before  the  country,  and  its  Terdid  vill 
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Boon  be  g^ven.  If  it  is  our  fortnne  to 
remain  upon  these  benches,  the  policy  we 
ounelves  have  pursued  will  bo  pursuod 
a^ain;  but  if  the  noble  Earl  and  his 
Friends  are  destined  to  occupy  our  posi- 
tions, I  promise  the  noble  Earl  that  if 
the  honour  and  the  interest  of  Ent^land 
are  ever  concerned  when  he  is  Minister, 
his  Oovernment  will  be  supported  by  the 
Tory  Party. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEHLEY  said,  that 
the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Beaconsfield) 
had  made  an  accusation  against  the  late 
Government  which  he  did  not  remember 
to  have  heard  made  before — namely,  that 
they  left  the  relations  of  this  country  with 
foreign  Powers  in  such  a  condition  that 
the  diflUculties  and  dangers  surrounding 
the  present  Government  were  largely 
caused  by  their  conduct.  Unless  his 
meraorv  deceived  him,  he  had  heard  the 
noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Derby)  the  For- 
eign Minister  serving  under  the  noblo 
Earl  opposite,  declare  that  when  he  suc- 
ceeded to  power  the  opinions  of  this 
country  had  never  been  received  with 
more  respect.  "What,  then,  became  of 
the  extraordinary  statement  which  the 
noble  Earl  had  had  tlio  audacity  to  make? 
Could  anyone  who  was  not  to  be  led 
away  by  magniloquent  phrases  believe 
that  the  state  of  Europe,  when  the  pre- 
sent Oovernment  acceded  to  OfHce,  could 
have  been  brought  about  by  the  conduct 
of  the  late  Government  ?  Why,  it  was 
notorious  that  the  condition  of  Europe 
had  been  largely  brought  about  by  tfie 
great  war  between  Germany  and  Franco, 
which  upset  all  the  previous  relations  of 
the  Continent,  and  from  which  dated  tlie 
disturbance  which  had  continiicl  up  to 
the  present  time.  Since  the  disturbance 
caused  by  that  war,  peace  had  always 
been  more  or  less  insecure.  Ho  quite 
agreed  witli  the  noble  Earl  in  what  he 
had  said  about  the  critical  etato  of  Eu- 
rope. He  aj^reod  with  him  that  ov(.t 
since  that  disturbance  there  had  been 
much  more  danger  of  war  than  before. 
The  noble  Earl's  letter  was  as  inconsis- 
tent with  that  statement  of  his  own  For- 
eign Secretary  as  the  speech  wliicli  ho 
had  just  made  was  inconsistent  with  the 
letter.  Tie  said  in  that  letter  that  the 
Oovernment  had,  up  till  then,  been  able 
to  secure  the  peace  of  Europe  ;  and  fur- 
ther on  he  said,  that  the  peace  of  Europe 
rested  upon  the  iutlucnce,  not  to  say  the 
ascendency,  of  this  country  in  the  Coun- 
cils of  Europe.     The  noble  Earl  now  said 


that,  owing  to  circumstances  which  were 
to  be  deplored,  this  country  had  not  all 
the  influonco  that  it  ought  to  have. 
Then,  what  bocarae  of  the  argument  of 
the  noble  Earl  that  tlio  peace  of  Europe 
rested  on  England  having  a  dominant 
influence  in  the  Councils  of  Europe? 
The  noble  Earl  knew  that  England  had 
not  now,  and  had  not  for  many  years 
had,  any  such  dominant  influence  in 
Europe  ;  and  it  was  not  to  our  interest 
that  this  country  should  endeavour  to 
obtain  dominant  influence  in  the  Councils 
of  Europe.  He  (the  Earl  of  Kimberley) 
hoped  this  country  would  always  have  a 
just  influence  in  Europe;  but  as  regarded 
ascendency,  he  believed  that  to  bo  a 
chimera  ;  and  if  it  was  not  a  chimera,  it 
could  only  be  bouglit  by  an  expenditure 
of  blood  and  treasure  which  this  country 
could  not  lightly  undertake.  What  the 
Liberal  Party  asserted  was,  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  not  secured 
the  results  which  they  ought  to  have 
secured.  Tliey  said  the  result  of  the 
action  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  was 
to  leave  Turkey  dismembered  ;  that,  far 
from  insuring  peace,  they  adopted  a 
course  which  must  lead  to  war ;  that  if 
they  had  interfered  at  a  timely  moment, 
they  might  have  averted  war.  It  was 
always  comparatively  easy  to  excite  the 
passions  of  a  high-minded  people  such 
as  the  people  of  England  by  appealing 
to  national  honour  and  national  interests  ; 
but  he  ventured  to  think  that  such  a 
proceeding  was  scarcely  worthy  of  states- 
men who  were  responsible  for  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country.  It  was  a  far 
nobler  duty  to  moderate  these  passions, 
which  were  generally  not  the  highest 
which  actuated  mankind. 

YiscorNT  CEANBEOOK  said,  that 
the  noblo  Earl  who  had  just  sat  down 
had  included  among  his  observations  the 
remark  that  ho  was  not  aware  whether 
he  spoke  the  views  of  anyone  else  on  bis 
own  side  of  the  House.  In  savini;  that, 
he  had  expressed  the  difference  which 
existed  between  a  Libend  and  a  Conser- 
vative Government.  His  noble  Friend 
behind  liim  ;[tho  Earl  of  Bfaconsfitdd) 
had  not  been  exactly  represented  when 
he  was  credited  with  savin^j:  that  our  re- 
lations  with  foreign  Powers  wore  in  tlio 
slightest  degree  wanting  in  the  duo  re- 
spect which  one  nation  owed  to  another  ; 
but  when  the  time  had  come  for  the 
voice  of  England  to  speak  in  Europe, 
the  present  Oovcrnmont  had  found  thut 
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we  could  not  speak  with  due  efTect.  The 
reason  of  this  was  that  there  existed  on 
the  Continent — and  the  noble  Earl  (the 
Earl  of  Kimberley)  knew  very  well  that 
this  had  been  alleged  by  some  of  the 
most  prominent  men  on  the  Continent — 
a  belief  that  England  did  not  intend  to 
take  any  real  part  in  the  affairs  of 
Europe.  When  the  Government  had 
been  called  upon  to  give  their  adhesion 
to  the  Berlin  Memorandum,  the  noble 
Earl  (Earl  Granville),  with  that  English 
sense  which  ho  could  not  divest  himself 
of,  had  felt  with  the  Government  that 
they  were  right  in  declining  to  accede  to 
it.  Then  had  come  the  great  agitation 
conducted  in  this  country  by  a  man  of 
the  greatest  possible  ability,  in  which 
again  the  inference  was  held  out  to 
Europe  that  England  was  not  at  one, 
and  that  her  foreign  policy  was  not  to 
be  depended  upon.     The  noble  Earl  had 

Eoken  about  exciting  the  passions  of 
iglishmen  on  the  subject  of  their  re- 
lations with  foreign  countries;  there  was, 
however,  an  opposite  change — namely, 
to  excite  those  passions  in  another  direc- 
tion, by  an  appeal  to  their  humanity, 
and  by  an  exaggeration  of  events  which 
were  most  lamentable  in  themselves,  but 
which  received  even  an  undue  import- 
ance from  that  exaggeration.  The  noble 
Earl  told  their  Lordships  he  did  not  like 
the  electioneering  remarks  of  his  (Vis- 
count Cranbri>ok's)  noble  Friend  in  that 
House.  He  ^Viscount  Cranbrook)  ven- 
tured to  say,  with  great  respect  to  the 
noble  Earl  opposite  who  led  the  Liberal 
Party  with  so  much  effect,  he  could  not 
conceive  for  what  object  he  made  the 
speech  he  made  to-night,  except  as  a 
Manifesto  on  the  part  of  the  Liberal 
Party.  If  the  noble  Earl  had  spoken 
on  behalf  of  the  whole  of  the  Liberal 
Party,  no  doubt,  his  Manifesto  would 
have  been  received  as  a  valuable  repre- 
sentative utterance :  but  he  did  not.  as 
n  matter  of  fact,  speak  for  the  whole 
Party.  The  Party  was  broken  up  into 
shreds,  and  its  voice  was  disunited  to  n 
degree  which  must  make  it  weak  in  the 
Councils  of  Europe.  The  Conservatives, 
on  the  other  hand,  had  spoken  with  one 
voice,  and  unetjui vocally,  and  they  had 
taken  that  position  throughout,  which 
they  would  continue  to  adopt  if  they  were 
left  upon  those  Benches.  They 'spoke 
still  with  that  unanimity  with  which 
the  Conservative  Party  had  throughout 
s^Kiken  on  this  question.     Great  objec- 

J't't count  CraHbrool 


tion  bad  been  made  to  the  word  *'  a&c^ii- 
dency."  There  was  the  ascendency  of 
violence,  and  the  ascendency  of  znoral 
power.  England  had  a  power  of  her  own. 
it  might  be  that  she  had  not  the  s^re^: 
armaments  which  existed  on  the  Conti- 
nent ;  but  she  could,  as  was  well  known. 
make  her  power  felt  in  every  direction. 
There  was  no  State  in  Europe  which,  ii 
England  were  really  in  earnest,  wuuld 
not  value  an  alliance  with  her.  and 
feel  the  importance  of  every  word  she 
spoke.  He  himself  would  certainly  never 
have  anticipated  taking  part  in  th« 
discussion  of  that  evening;  but  thej 
had  been  invited  to  this  electioneerin;r 
contest,  and,  as  he  was  now  debarr<Hi 
from  taking  any  part  in  it  outside,  he 
must  thank  the  noble  Earl  for  enabling 
him  to  say  in  that  place  that  the  Partj 
he  (Viscount  Cranbrook)  represented 
had  the  honour  and  interests  of  England 
at  heart,  and  were  prepared  to  maintain 
them  in  a  way  in  which  the  noble  Earl'j 
Party  could  not,  because  it  was  divided 
against  itself,  and  was  therefore,  one  of 
those  Parties  that  could  not  stand. 

The  Marquess  of  RIPON  veutand 
to  say  that  the  sentiments  which  were 
expressed  by  his  noble   Friend  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  speech  were  sentiments 
that  were  shared  by  the  Liberal  Partj. 
The  noble  Viscount  who  had  jast  sat 
down  admitted  that  when  Her  Majestr's 
Government  came  into  Office  they  were 
not  acquainted  with  that  great  want  of 
influence  in  the  Councils  of  Europe  from 
which  England  had  suffered  dunoE  the 
time  they  were  in  Office.     He  had  the 
statement  of  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl 
of   Derby)  that  at  the  time  when  the 
present  Government  entered  on  Office, 
our  relations  with  all  foreign  countries 
were  on  a  satisfactory  and  honourable 
footing.      As    to    the    occurrences   ia 
Bulgaria,     it    had    always    been    the 
custom  of  Her  Majesty's  OoTemment. 
and  their    supporters    in    the  country 
to  assert  that  the  strong  feelings  whicl>^ 
those  occurrences  aroused  in  this  countr^^ 
wore    the    result    of   Mr.    Gladstone'^ 
pamphlet ;  but  the  fact  was  that  the  EarL-* 
of  Derby's  despatch,  denouncing  those^ 
outragtes  in  the  strongest  terms,   wa^ 
written  before  that  pamphlet.      There^ 
was  no  doubt  that  Uer  Majesty's  Go — 
vemment  was  suffering  from  a  vant^ 
of  influence  in  many  parts  of  the  Con — 
tinent  and  in  many  foreign  countriM..-- 
]!•■  would  instance  Turkey.     The  po^ 
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licy  of  Her  Majesty's  GovernTnent  had 
been  a  policy  intended,  in  the  main, 
to  be  friendly  to  Turkey.  They  had 
heard  much  of  the  integrity  and  inde- 
pendence of  Turkey.  Butnovy  the  state 
of  thin<^  was  such — the  influence  of  tliis 
country  had  fallen  so  low — that  Ministers 
in  that  country,  whose  removal  had  been 
demanded,  were  not  removed,  but  pro- 
moted and  even  decorated.  Beforms 
had  been  promised  in  Asia  Minor  ;  but, 
after  an  interval  of  21  months,  they  had 
not  even  been  begun.  The  obligations 
undertaken  by  the  Anglo-Turkish  Con- 
vention had  never  been  fulfilled.  The 
noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, in  a  letter  which  had  been  much 
alluded  to  in  the  course  of  the  evening, 
described  the  present  state  of  Europe  as 
being  very  critical.  That  phrase  had  been 
repeated  that  evening.  From  that  their 
Lordships  were  desired  to  understand 
that  unless  power  was  again  placed  in  the 
hands  of  ller  Majesty's  present  Govern- 
ment, there  would  arise  a  general  war 
in  Europe,  and  that  the  peace  of  the 
vorld  would  be  disturbed.  It  was,  how- 
ever, a  curious  fact,  if  the  state  of  the 
world  was  so  eriti<?al  and  dangerous, 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  the 
present  year  should  have  proposed  no 
inconsiderable  reduction  in  tlie  Army 
and  Navy  Estimates.  That  course  was 
certainly  unjustifiable  if  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  statements  which  had 
been  made  in  their  Lordships'  Uouso. 
Nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  than 
a  blustering  policy  unsupported  by  force. 
If  Her  Majesty's  Government  believed 
that  the  condition  of  the  world  was 
alarming,  they  were  bound  not  to  reduce 
armaments,  but  largely  to  increase  them. 
Thb  lord  CnANCELLOR  said,  he 
rose  to  reply  to  some  remarks  of  the 
noble  Marquess  who  had  just  sat  down, 
and  that  he  did  not  purpose  to  go  into 
the  question  of  Asiatic  reforms.  That 
question  could  only  bo  discussed  pro- 
perly on  a  full  and  calm  review  of  all  the 
Papers  bearing  on  it.  The  noble  Mar- 
quess had  stated  that  when  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  came  into  Ollico  thf*}* 
found  the  relations  of  the  country  with 
foreign  Powers  satisfactory.  It  was  not, 
however,  till  years  afterwards  that  the 
time  arrived  when  Her  Mnjesty's  Go- 
vemnient  found  it  necessary  to  make  the 
Toice  of  England  heard.  It  was  thon 
that  they  found  that,  both  by  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  Government  which  had  gone 


before  and  from  the  language  which  had 
been  held  from  time  to  timo  by  Members 
of  that  Government,  the  influence  of  this 
country  was  beconiing  weakened.  The 
noble  Marquess  had  said  that  the  noble 
Earl  the  Prime  Minister  had  stated  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  were  suffer- 
ing from  a  want  of  influence  on  the  Con- 
tinent. But  he  wished  to  be  allowed  to 
state  to  their  Lordships  what  was  really 
the  fact.  What  his  noble  Friend  meant 
was  perfectly  plain  and  distinct ;  and  it 
was  this — that  at  the  Dissolution  of  Par- 
liament in  this  country,  when  those  who 
were  interested  in  politics  were  stating 
in  their  Addresses  and  speeches  that  the 
opinion  of  the  country  disapproved  of  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  that  that  was 
a  course  which  tended  to  impair  the  in- 
fluence of  England.  In  that  sense,  and 
in  that  sense  alone,  his  noble  Friend  had 
spoken  of  the  arrest  of  the  influence  of 
this  country  on  the  affairs  of  Europe. 

Lord  SELBORNE  said,  that  the  noble 
and  learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack 
had  stated  that  Her  ^lajesty's  present 
Government  had  found  the  influence 
of  this  country  weakened  abroad  by 
the  proceedings  of  their  Predeces- 
sors. That  was  diametrically  opposite 
to  what  had  been  stated  by  liis  Col- 
league, the  former  Foreign  Secretary; 
who  said,  not  merely  in  the  formal 
manner  usual  in  Queen's  Specclies,  that 
they  found  the  relations  of  this  country 
with  Foreign  Powers  sativsfactory,  but 
that  there  never  was  a  time  at  which  the 
influence  of  this  country  stood  higher.  It 
seemed,  however,  that  Her  Majesty's 
present  Government  had  in  view  some 
lino  of  policy  in  whicrh  they  found  them- 
selves thwarted,  either  by  the  efl'oct  of 
the  previous  policy,  or  of  the  active  op- 
position, of  their  Predecessors.  Ho 
should  like  to  know  exactly  what  that 
line  of  policy  was.  Was  it  simply  war  U.r 
Turkey  against  tholibertiesoflier  subject- 
races  y  Now,  tho  one  ha[)py  result  of 
that  miserable  war  was  thut  tho  rights 
of  tho.se  suffering  races  wore  established  ; 
and  he,  for  one,  rejoiced  that  what  liad 
taken  place  would  j)revent  tho^'e  raccH 
from  being  further  down-trodden  as 
they  had  been  in  former  tinus.  When 
tho  Bulgarian  atrocities  occurred,  ond  a 
thrill  of  horror  ran  through  tin*  country, 
his  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Derbv), 
who  was  thon  tho  Foreign  l^ecretary, 
fully  shared  those  sentiments.  If,  then, 
it  were  meant  that  H^r  Mnj^^stv's  G;. 
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vemment  were  less  moved  by  those  sen- 
timents of  humanity  and  compassion  aind 
had  a  policy  opposed  to  the  liberation  of 
those  subject-races,  he,  for  one,  rejoiced 
and  counted  it  a  most  happy  thing  that 
they  had  not  been  able  to  carry  out  that 
course  of  policy. 

Earl  GRANVILLE  called  attention 
to  the  fact  that  a  few  days  afber  the  pre- 
sent Government  was  formed,  the  noble 
Earl  (the  Earl  of  Derby),  in  his  place, 
mentioned  that  he  heard  various  reports 
about  the  waning  influence  of  England. 
He  found  that  was  not  the  case,  for  at 
no  time  was  the  advice  of  this  country 
more  sought  for  or  more  effectual  than 
at  that  time. 

Lord  CAMPBELL  said,  that,  as  the 
authenticity  of  the  letter  had  been  dis- 
puted, it  was  open  to  him  to  withdraw 
Ids  Motion. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  with' 
drawn, 

RAMMINOEN^S  NATTTRALIZATION  BILL  [h.L.] 

A  Bill  to  naturalize  Alphons  Freihorr  Voa 
Pawol  Rammin^n  (in  the  Empire  of  Germany 
styled  Baron  do  Pawel  Rammingen)  and  to 
grant  and  confer  on  him  all  the  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  capacities  of  a  natural-bom  subject 
of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen — ^Was  pr»»ented  (on 
petition) ;  read  !•. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past 

Nine  o*clock,  till  To-morrow, 

half -past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Monday,  \bth  March,  1880. 
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Iteeolution  in  Committee — Ordered — Firet  Read- 
ing— Bills  of  Sale  Act  (1878)  Amendment* 
[113]. 

Ordered — Fir»t  Reading  —  Metropolitan  Com- 
mons (Supplemental)  •  [112]. 

Second  Reading —rroh&tCB  of  Wills,  &c.  [104]  ; 
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(Ireland)  Amendment  Act  (1878)  Amend- 
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LORD    CLERK  REGISTER   (9C0TLA!n)i 

ACT.  1879. 

Mb.  M'LAEEN  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
What  steps  have  been  taken  to  carry 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  Lord 
Clerk  Register  (Scotland)  Act  of  las: 
Session,  giving^  the  Treasury  power  to 
appoint  all  officers  required  in  the  Be- 
gister  House,  and,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Secretary  of  State— 

'*  To  regulate  any  of  the  said  offices,  and  to 
chani^e  the  designation  thereof  and  the  doties 
of  officers  employed  therein,  and  the  terms  oa 
which  appointments  shall  be  made  thereto ;  '* 

and  with  power  to  the  Treasury,  to  grant 
superannuations  to  such  officers,  md 
also  to  officers  appointed  under  ths 
former  Acts  ? 

Mr.  ASSHETON  CBOSS,  in  i«plj, 
said,  there  was  at  the  present  moment, 
and  there  had  been  for  some  time  past, 
a  scheme  under  consideration  which  in- 
volved the  adjustment  of  the  staff  of  the 
various  Departments  and  the  increase  of 
salaries.  Me  regretted  that  the  revision 
of  the  scheme  had  been  very  much  de- 
layed from  various  causes,  including 
among  them  that  one  referred  to  by  hia 
right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Lord 
Advocate  in  the  answer  he  gave  the  other 
night — a  cause  they  all  deeply  regretted. 

Mr.  M'LABEN  asked  when  it  was 
expected  the  scheme  would  oome  into 
operation  ? 

Mr.  ASSHETON  CROSS  oonld  not 
say,  but  had  mentioned  that  the  matter 
had  been  very  much  delayed  by  tha 
illness  of  the  gentleman  he  had  referred 
to,  whose  duties  were  veiy  much  con- 
nected with  this  Office.  Of  coarse,  that 
was  a  matter  entirely  out  of  the  oontrd 
of  the  Government. 

AFGHANISTAN— EXECUTIONS  AT 
CAB  UL— GENERAL  HOB£RTS*S  BEPOBT. 

Sir  OHABLES  W.  DILKE  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
If  General  Boberts  s  Beport  on  the  exe- 
cutions at  Cabul  has  been  received ;  and 
if  he  can  explain  the  discrepancy  be- 
tween Lord  Lytton's  statement  that  only 
eighty-seven  Afghans  have  been  exe- 
cuted, and  that  of  General  Boberts  that 
up  to  15th  Deoember  ninety«aeven  had 
already    been    executed  by  the  Com- 
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iuiMio&  Titliont  conntiiig  those  executed 
withoat  trial  and  those  executed  since 
ISth  December? 

Mb.  B.  STANHOPB,  in  reply,  stated 
that  he  oonld  not  quite  eay  wheu  the 
Beport  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Baronet 
would  be  oiraalated,  butit  was  putinto  the 
hands  of  theprinteronSaturdaymoTDin^. 

THE  BRITISH  UUSEUU  — SALE    OF 
DUPLICATES. 

8iB  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  (for  Mr. 
Craxbeblaix)  asked  the  Bight  Honour- 
able Uember  for  Oambridge  UniTersity, 
If  the  Trustees  of  the  Bntiah  Museum 
will  consent  to  mve  to  local  authoritiea, 
having  charge  of  museums,  the  opportu- 
ni^  of  purchasing  the  duplicates  which 
the  Tnistoea  propose  to  dispose  of.  at 
prices  lees  than  might  be  obtained  by 
public  auction,  but  sufficient  to  provide 
the  balance  of  the  sum  required  by  the 
niistees  for  the  purchase  of  the  collec- 
tion offered  to  them  ? 

Ma.  8PENCEE  WALPOLE,  in  re- 
plj,  said,  that  it  had  been  deemed  ad- 
TJsable  to  issue  adrertisemenls  aunoun- 
dug  that  the  sale  of  these  prints  iruuld 
taks  place  on  the  2Ut  April  by  public 
taction.  Those  adrertisementa  were  ia- 
med,  not  merely  in  this  country,  but  in 
Pnace,  Germany,  and  the  United 
States,  and  he  thought  that  if  they  wore 
;o  withdraw  any  portion  of  the  prints 
hej  would  injure  the  salo  of  the  others. 
9e  might  say  that  the  authorities  of  the 
ICneeum  were  now,  and  had  been,  con- 
ddering  how  far  they  could  aid  local 
tnthorities  by  granting  duplicate  prints 
to  local  Museums.  They  had  already 
^Ton  some,  and  were  intending  to  set 
kpart  others  for  this  purpose. 

BUNICIPAL  AND  PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTION'S  ACT,  1872— GOOD  FBIDAT. 

Ux.  SCOTT  (for  Mr.  QnEGOKY)  a..ked 
Itr.  Attorney  Oencrat,  Whether  Good 
Friday  would  count  as  one  of  the  days 
in  the  computation  of  timo  preacrihcd 
by  the  Act  35  and  36  Vic.  c.  33,  Part  I., 
OT  giving  notice  of  an  Election  or  in 
xnnpating  the  interval  of  time  re- 
]nirad  between  such  notice  and  the  day 
)f  Election? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Hir 
loBH  Holkeb),  in  reply,  said.  Good 
Friday  would  not  count  in  either  case.     I 


Sir  WILLIAM  FEASEB  asVed  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  a  statement  made  on  the  3rd 
of  March  in  the  Kensington  Vestry  to 
the  effect  that  no  less  than  118  glan- 
dered  horses  have  been  slaughtered  in 
that  parish  during  the  last  six  months ; 
wliether  he  considers  that  efficient  means 
are  taken  to  enatire  the  burial  of  the 
whole  body  of  each  animal;  and,  whether 
he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  as  to 
the  epread  of  this  disease?  He  added, 
that  from  informotion  subsequently  re- 
ceived, he  found  that  40  of  the  horses 
mentioned  were  affected  in  an  adjoining 
pariah,  and  he  was  also  informed  that 
the  fat  of  these  animals  waa  aold  for  the 
manufacture  of  a  compound  known  as 
"  buttorine." 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON :  Sir,  I 
am  informed  by  the  head  of  the  Veteri- 
nary department  that  60  cases  of  glan- 
ders and  50  of  farcy  have  been  returned 
in  the  period  named.  No  facilities  exist 
in  the  Metropolis  for  burying  carcases. 
The  local  authority,  under  licence  from 
the  Privy  Cuuncil,  cause  the  carcases  to 
bo  disinfected  and  removed  under  charge 
of  one  of  their  officers  to  a  "  knacker's" 
(approved  by  the  Privy  Council),  where 
they  are  destroyed  by  boiling.  I  have 
hoard  nothing  as  to  the  manufacture  of 
butterine.  The  increase  in  the  number  is 
probablyduOjiiot  so  much  to  anyincroase 
iu  the  disease,  as  to  greater  activity  on  the 
part  of  the  local  authority  in  prosecuting 
persons  under  the  Contagious  Diseases 
(.\nimala)  Act  for  not  giving  notice  of 
disease. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENRY  would 
like  to  know  if  it  yraa  possible  to 
disinfect  the  body  of  aglandercd  horse? 
He  considered  it  very  doubtful. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAMILTON  said, 
the  information  ho  had  given  was  on  the 
authority  of  Profe.saor  Brown,  the  head 
of  the  Veterinary  dcparlnisnt.  Ho  said 
the  cnrcRscs  wore  disinfected,  and  hepre- 
Kiimed,  thereforn,  thot  it  was  posaiblo  to 
doit. 


fO.VTAtilors  DIJSKASKS  .\CTS. 

Mr.  SULLIVAN  asked  tho  First  Lord 

-if  the  Admiralty,  If  it  is  true  that  the 

Contagious  Diseases  Acts  aro,  or  have 
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been,  enforced  beyond  the  fifteen  mile 
radius  •from  Qiieenstown ;  and,  if  so, 
what  le^al  authority  is  there  for  such  a 
proceeding  ? 

Colonel  LOYD  LINDSAY :  Sir,  as 
far  as  the  War  Olfice  is  aware,  these 
Acts  have  not  been  onfi)roed  witliout  the 
radius  of  15  miles  of  Queenstown.  If, 
however,  tlie  hon.  and  learned  Member 
is  in  possession  of  any  information  which 
would  lead  him  to  suppose  the  contrary, 
I  will  have  an  inquiry  if  he  lets  me  know 
of  it. 

NAVY— CAPTAIN  BEDFORD  PIM. 

Sir  GEORGE  BOWYER  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  tlio  Admiralty,  In  reference 
to  the  Petition  presented  to  this  House 
by  the  honourable  Member  for  Graves- 
end,  prayin{2f  that  an  inquiry  may  be 
held  into  the  justice  or  otherwise  of 
keeping  back  his  Rear  Admiral's  rank, 
to  which  he  was  entitled  in  March,  1878, 
and  whether  he  will  refer  the  matter  to 
Mr.  Attorney  General,  or  some  other 
competent  and  impartial  Member  of  this 
House  ? 

Mk.  W.  H.  smith,  in  reply,  said, 
he  had  no  right  to  inquire  into  any  Peti- 
tion which  was  presented  to  the  House. 
Promotions  on  the  Retired  List  were 
made  in  strict  accordance  with  the  regu- 
lations under  the  Orders  in  Council. 
Those  regulations  had  been  followed  in 
every  case  with  great  exactness,  and  he 
did  not  think  it  would  bo  right  to  refer  a 
question  of  this  kind  to  the  Attorney 
General  or  anyone  else. 

SUPERANNUATION  OF  POOR  LAW 
OFFICERS— THE  TENTERDEN  GUAR- 
DIANS. 

Sir  TREVOR  LAWRENCE  asked 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  Whether  he  has  been  furnished 
by  the  guardians  of  the  Tenterden  Union 
with  reasons  satisfactory  to  himself  for 
their  refusal  to  grant  superannuation  to 
Mr.  Terry,  late  their  medical  ollicer,  who 
is  seventy-four  years  of  age,  and  incapa- 
citated, after  forty  years'  service  ? 

Mb.  SCLATER-BOOTH  :  Sir,  I  have 
been  furnished  by  the  Tenterden  Guar- 
dians with  their  reasons  for  declining  to 
grant  a  superannuation  to  Mr.  Terry, 
their  medical  officer.  I  cannot  say  their 
reasons  are  satisfactory  to  me,  because 
they  are  to  the  effect  that  the  Guardians 
disapprove  the  prinoiple  of  suoh  super- 

Mr.  Sullivan 


!  annuations,  especially  when  the  whole 
time  of  the  officer  has  not  been  en^a;^ 
in  the  public  service,  whereas  the  lav 
expressly  authorizes  superannuatioos  to 
be  given  under  those  circumstances.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  the  Guardians  have  failed  to 
exercise  a  right  judgment  in  this  case 
without  more  information  than  I  possess 
because  the  real  question  would  gene- 
rally be,  what  proportion  or  relation 
the  salary  and  public  service  of  a  medi- 
cal officer  has  borne  to  his  whole  profes- 
sional emolument  and  duties  ? 

CRIMINAL    LAW    (IRELAND)  —  THE 
POLICE  AND  CROWN  WITNESSES. 

Mr.   SULLIVAN    asked    the    Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  If  it  is  tme  that 
on  the  trial  of  Michael  Kelly,   Lake 
Brown,  and  Simon  Brown,  at  the  last 
Mullingar  Assizes,  the  Crown  applied 
for  a  postponement  of  the  trial  on  the 
ground  of  an  affidavit  sworn  by  police 
constable  Fitzgerald  that  he  had  mate- 
rial   evidence    from    a    person   named 
Gibbon,   who  had,   he   alleged,   disap- 
peared and  could  not  be  found ;  whe- 
ther it  turned  out  that  Gibbon  was  at 
the  moment  sitting  in  court  close  by  the 
constable  so  swearing,  who,  affecting  to 
look  around  the  court,  avoided  lookiDg 
at  the  place  where  Gibbon  was  in  wait- 
ing ;  the  judge  thereupon  refusing  the 
postponement;  whether  it  is  true  that 
the  principal  of  those  Crown  witnesses 
and  several    others  examined  for  the 
prosecution  swore  that  they  had  bees 
frequently,  in  the  course  of  the  summer 
of  lb 79,  supplied  with  porter  and  other 
intoxicating  drinks  by  the  above  men- 
tioned constable  Fit^erald  and  other 
members  of  the  force  in  charge  of  Cu^ 
raghmore  police  station,  such  drinking 
having  gone  on  both  in  the  station  ana 
in  the  tields;   whether  constable  Fits- 
geiald  admitted  that  he  had  so  supi^ 
the  witnesses  with  drink,  the  mother  of 
the  principal  Crown  witness  stating  to 
the  court  that  her  son  Patrick  was  con- 
stantly supplied  with  whisker  and  other 
drink  by  constable  Fitzgerald,  and  that 
tihe  found  about  her  place  a  larse  num- 
ber of  bottles,  whiskey,  beer,  and  porter, 
given  by  Fitzgerald  to  her  son;  and, 
whether  any  and  what  censure  has  been 
paifsed  upon  such  practices  on  the  part 
of  the  Irish  constabulary  towards  tbos6 
persons  whom  they  desire  to  produce  si 
witnesses  on  criminal  proMontions? 
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E/)WTtlJ!iU :  Sir,  it  is  not  the  bave  been  taken  to  bring  to  justice  tlie 

Df  the  Oovernment  to  institute  rioters  at  Portadown  ? 

edings  in  connection  with  this  Mr.  J.  LOWTHER,  in  replj,  said, 

e  charge  against  the  persons  parties  assaulted  on  tlie  occasion  must 

a  one  of  agrarian  outrage,  and  prosecute  the  assailants  in  the  ordinary 

tr  acquittal  cannot  be  regarded  way  before  an  inquiry  could  be  insti- 

ise  than  a  failure  of  justice.     I  tuted  into  the  occurrence. 

ed  to  think  that,  although  the 

:  the  police  witnesses  was  per-  PUBLIC  HEALTH— SMALL  POX 

sfactory,  there  was  a  good  deal  (METROPOLIS). 

f  oommitted  at  the  trial ;  but  j^^    ^YON  PLAYFAIR  asked  the 

not  be  the  Crown  witnesses  p^^aident    of    the    Local    Government 

rhom    proceedings  should  be  g^^j  Whether  he  has  observed  that 

oy  were  to  be  instituted  at  all.  g^^Upox  is  increasing  in  the  Metropolis, 

ase,  I  understand,  that  a  post-  ^j^      »(^  ^^^  j^  ^^^  ^^^^  1         ^^^^  ^f 

was  applied    for    upon    the  the  Kingdom ;  and.  if  he  is  wtisfied  that 

the  absence  of  a  witness  named  ^^^  arrangements  for  public  vaccination 

' -•  'i  ««»>8f.q"«'»%  t^«"»«P'r«d'  are  efficiently  carried  out  in  the  various 

urt  at  the  time.     This  witness  ^j^^^j^^^  ^^  j^^j^^  y 

r  gave  evidence  differing  mate-  ^^    SCLATER-BOOTH  :  Sir,  I  am 

a  previous  ftatements  he  had  ^^^^^  ^j^^^  ^^  ^^^  beginning  of  the  year 

d  1  understand   that  he  wa^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^  increwed   prevalence   of 

;er  the  postponement  referred  ^mall-pox  in  the  Metropolis-not  a  very 

Dbscure  part  of  the  Court,  be-  ^^^j^^^  increase,  and  confined,  for  the 

3rown  witnesses,  by  whom  he  ^^^           ^  f„^^  ^^  g^^  parishes.  Dur- 

;  naturaUy  have  been  seen  at  ■      ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  f,^^ 

he  affidavit  was  put  in.     With  ^^|       j^^  hospitals  show  the  numberof 

to  the  supply  of  drink  to  wit-  5^/4,  ^  have  been  stationary.  I  could 

gather  from  the  reports  that  j;^^^  ^^^  ^^^  j^„^  Gentleman  to  the 

ments  are  considerably  exag-  ^           ^j  ^^   jj^jj         ^^^^^^     ^^„. 

;hough  It  appears  that  the  con-  ^^^^^    ^^  ^^^  last  two  small-pox  epi- 

len  engaged  upon  special  duty  ^^^^      ^  illustrating  his  Question.     He 

tivediaracter,  had  occasion  to  enters  very  carefully  into  statistics,  and 

B  of  the  parties  who  afterwards  j  ^^j^^  ^{^  Report  throws  a  good  deal 

as   witnesses,   and    supplied  ^^  j;  v  ^  ^^  the  special  circumstances  of 

I  refreshment     It  would  mam-  the  spread  where   has  it  taken  place, 

undesirable  to  lay  down  any  t,,^  Vaccination   arrangements  for  the 

ate  rule  as  to  the  liberty  of  ac-  Metropolis  work  well  and  give  me  satis- 

at  respect  of  a  constable  em-  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^  j^  ^^^^^^  ^»  ^^j^  ^^^^  ^j^^ 

pon  detective  duty.      I  have  Metropolis  is  so  efficiently  vaccinated  as 

t  the  conclusion,  after  consider-  j,,^  ^^^^  ^j  ^^^  Kingdom,  in  consequence 

>port  made  to  me  that  the  con-  ,,f  j,^^  fluctuating  character  of  much  of 

did  not  exceed  their  duty  in  j^^  population.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 

rTTTTTA-KT     i_  J  •  IT              1.  J  mail  Will  fiud  tHis  subject  speciallv  Doticed 

mLIVAN  asked,  if  anyone  had  i^  the  recent  Reporti  of  the  L(^  Go- 

ted  the  statement  that  the  police    „^ ^^,  m^^^a 

..,    J  .  ,      ,  .,       ^.^.  vernment  iioara. 
men  with  driuk  while  getting 

mdence  ? 

LOWTHER  said,  that  it  was  THE  CRIMINAL  CODE   BILL-LETTER 

at  the  trial  that  drink  was  par-  OF  THE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE. 

by  parties  at  the  constable's  Mr.  DODSON  asked   Mr.    Attorney 

but  it  was  some  time  before  General,  Whether  ho  will   lay  on  the 

Table  a  letter  which  has  been  addressed 

to   him   by  the   Lord  Chief  Justice  of 

L  LAW  (IRELAND)— DISTURB-  England  containing  a  comment  on  the 

>F  A  TENANT  RIGHT  MEETIXCl  9.^!!"^"^^  ^^^®  ^^^  Indictable  Offences 

^  Bill? 

ITADOW^.  rp^jj.    ATTORNEY  GENERAL   (Sir 

DLLIVAN    asked    th(;    Chief  John  Holker)  ;  Sir,  I  have  already  had 

for  Ireland,  What   measures  the  letter  in  question  printed,  and  I  was 
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prepared  to  circulate  it  among  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Coiumitteo  appointed  to  con- 
sider this  "Bill.  I  bhall  bo  bappy  to  lay 
it  on  the  Table. 

ARMY  —  AUXILIARY  FORCES  —  THE 
EASTER  MONDAY  VOLUNTEER  RE- 
VIEW—THE GENERAL  ELECTION. 

Mr.  ash  bury  asked  Mr.  Attomoy 
General,  Whether  there  is  any  Statute 
which  renders  the  holding  of  the  Volun- 
teer Review  at  Brighton  on  Easter  Mon- 
day illegal ;  and,  having  regard  to  para- 
graph 419  of  the  Volunteer  Regulations, 
if  the  review  and  march-past  could  take 

Slace  without  infringing  or  straining  the 
Constitution,  provided  tliat  no  Brighton 
Volunteers  took  part  in  it  or  were  in 
uniform  on  that  occasion  ;  or  would  Her 
Majesty's  Government  facilitate  a  short 
Bill  to  be  passed  whereby  Volunteers 
could  assemble  at  any  time,  except  on 
polling  days  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Joiix  HoLKEii) :  Sir,  by  a  Statute  passed 
in  1847  it  is  provided  that  soldiers  quar- 
tered within  two  miles  of  any  plar.'O 
where  an  election  is  going  on  shall  not 
leave  barracks,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
mounting  guard  or  giving  their  votes. 
This  Statute,  does  not,  in  my  opinion, 
apply  to  Volunteers,  althoua:h,  no  doubt, 
the  assembling  of  armed  Volunteers  in 
place  were  elections  are  being  held, 
would  come  within  the  mischief  the  Sta- 
tute was  intended  to  prevent.  I  may, 
however,  remark  that  the  Act  in  question 
does  not  provide  that  soldiers  should 
remain  in  barracks  after  the  issuing  of 
the  Writ  for  tlie  elocticm,  but  **on  every 
day  appointed  for  the  nomination,  or  for 
the  eleuticm,  or  for  taking  tiio  poll.** 
This  being  so,  there  seems  to  mo  nothing 
in  the  Statute  whiih  should  prevent  even 
troops  of  the  Line  attending  the  Koviow 
on  Easter  Mondnv  if  the  Writs  are  not 
proclaimed  before  the  Thursday ;  for, 
as  Friday  and  Sunday  are  dies  non,  the 
nomination  could  not  take  place  till  the 
Tuesday,  by  which  day  the  Review  will  " 
be  over.  I  must  nild  that  under  tht» 
Order  for  regulating  Volunteers,  issued  ; 
in  April,  1878.  which,  I  presume,  can  be  " 
modified,  no  Volunteers  can  bo  assem- 
bled in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  head- 
quarters between  the  issue  of  the  Writs 
and  the  termination  of  the  elections.  As 
to  the  latter  portion  of  the  Question  of 
my  hon.  Friend,  it  seems  to  me  that  a 
Bill  is  unneoeseary. 

Th$  Afformy  Gin$r^l 


Mr.  ASHBHRY  asked  whether,  in  all 
the  exceptional  circumstances  of  the  caM». 
Tier  Maje'^ty's  G  ivernment  wouM  ar- 
range for  the  Volunteer  R'^view  to  tnke 
place  on  E'lster  Mondnv  at  Bright'»n? 

Lord  EUSTACE  CECIL:  Sir.  since  ir.T 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  S-rr^- 
tary  of  State  for  War  ansfvered  a  Qjie-. 
tion  on  this  subject  on  Friday,  he  hi4 
been  compelled  to  go  on  pressing  basi- 
ness  into  the  country.  He  has,  however, 
been  communicated  with,  and  it  ha^  been 
decided,  subject  to  the  legal  opinion  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friends  the  Lav 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  to  the  nomina- 
tirm  day  not  being  earlier  than  Tuesday, 
that  the  Volunteer  Hegulations  should  \^ 
suspended,  and  that  the  Review  shall 
take  place.  I  may  add  that  there  i^ 
reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the  Volan- 
teer  regiments  may  suffer  loss  if  th« 
Review  does  not  take  place,  as  they  may 
be  unable  to  extricate  themselves  froa 
the  contracts  into  which  they  have  en- 
tered. 

Mr.  FAWCETT  asked,  with  reference 
to  the  reply  of  the  Attorney  General, 
whether  the  holding  of  the  Review  de- 
pended on  the  nomination  day  for  th« 
particular  borough  of  Brighton  being 
not  upon  the  Tuesdav  in  Easter  week? 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  asked  thi 
Attorney  General,  if  he  would  be  good 
enough  to  inform  the  House  whether 
Good  Friday  would  count  as  a  good  dar 
in  Scotland,  where  it  was  not  recognizea? 

TiiK  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  :Sir 
Joiix  IIolker).  in  reply,  said,  in  hii 
opinion,  Good  Friday  would  not  count  ia 
Scotland ;  but  the  whole  question  vas 
dealt  with  in  the  Ballot  Act,  1872,  and 
ho  would  refer  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
that  Act.  With  regard,  however,  to  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Hack- 
ney (Mr.  Fnwcett).  he  believed  that  the 
Volunteer  Review  depended  on  the  no- 
mination day  at  Brighton  being  not 
prior  to  the  Tuesday.  The  Writ  would 
probably  not  be  proclaimed  in  that 
borough  till  the  previous  Thursday ;  and 
therefore,  as  Good  Friday  and  Sundtj 
would  not  be  counted,  the  two  clear  dajs 
III 't worn  tho  proclamation  of  the  Writ 
and  the  nomination  would  not  expire  till 
the  following  Tuesday. 

IWRLLVMEXTAUY  ELECTIOXS  ASD 
(OKUrrT  rRACTICES  (NO.  2)  BILL. 
Mk.  ANDERSON  asked  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer^  what  coane  he 
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inlMddfid  to  take  with  regard  to  the  Par- 
liamentary Elections  and  Corrupt  Prac- 
tices (No.  2)  Bill,  against  which  a  page 
of  Notices  of  Opposition  and  Ameud- 
meiits  had  been  given  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Sir,  I  am  aware  tliat  there  are 
a  large  number  of  Notices  of  opposition 
to  the  Bill ;  but  the  Bill  has  been  intro- 
duced, I  believe,  with  a  view  to  the 
Sineral  convenience  of  a  large  body  of 
embers  who  wisli  to  have  the  point 
which  is  raised  by  it  decided.  I,  there- 
fore, think  it  would  be  right  that  we 
■hould  proceed  with  the  Bill. 

PABLIAMENT-BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE— THE  DISSOLUTION. 

Mb.  DILLWYN  asked  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  at  what  hour  the 
House  would  meet  to-morrow,  and  what 
vould  be  the  Order  of  Business  up  to  the 
day  of  Dissolution  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QX7CR  said,  he  would  take  that  oppor- 
tunity of  moving — 

"  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Session, 
Orders  of  the  Day  have  precedence  of  Notict  s  of 
Ifotioo,  Government  Orders  having  priority, 
•ad  that  Government  Orders  have  precedence  on 
V^ednesday." 

He  thought  that  it  would  probably  be  con- 
renient  tor  the  House  to  meet  somewhat 
Mrlier  than  usual  on  Tuesday  and  Thurs- 
laj.  They  might  sit  either  at  2  o'clock 
»r  at  3  o'clock,  and  he  thought  the  latter 
boor  preferable.  The  course  of  Business 
irould  be  to  take  day  by  day  the  difl'ereut 
itages  of  the  various  Money  Bills  now 
on  the  Order  Paper.  They  had  before 
khem  the  Probates  of  Wills,  &c.,  Bill, 
irhich,  he  hoped,  might  be  read  a  second 
time  that  evening,  the  Customs  and  In- 
land Revenue  Bill,  and  the  Sinking  Fund 
Bill,  which  would  require  a  short  time 
irery  day  up  to  Friday.  He  was  not 
ivare  of  any  necessity  for  the  IIouso  to 
&06t  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  in  next 
reek,  unless  the  state  of  Public  liu^iness 
required  it.  As  far  as  ho  could  judj^e, 
>y  aitting  every  day  thoy  might  bo  able 
m  Friday  to  send  the  luHt  of  the  Money 
Silla  to  the  House  of  Lords,  who  would 
dt  on  Saturday,  and  those  Bills  nii^ht 
receive  the  Boyal  Assent  in  time  for  the 
Diasolution  on  the  Wednobday.  On  that 
lay  the  House  would  meet,  probably  ut 
L.io  p.m.,  to  be  prorogued,  and  imme- 
liately  after  the  prorogation  the  pro- 
daauHion  of  Diflsolution  would  be  made 
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and  the  Writs  would  go  out  that  eame 

evening. 

Motion  agreed  to. 


Ordnid,  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Ses- 
sion, Orders  of  the  Day  have  precedence  of 
Noticos  of  Motions,  Government  Orders  having 
priority ;  and  that  Government  Ordera  have 
precedence  on  Wednesday.—  (Mr,  CAanceUor  of 
the  JLxcluqucr.) 

ACROBATIC  PERFORMANCES  BILL. 

{Mr.  Edtcard  Jenkins^  Mr.  Athley^  Mr.  Eitekie^ 

Mr.  Justin  3VCarthy,  Mr.  Edge.) 

[bill  6G.]     withdrawal  of  bill. 

Mr.  E.  JENKINS:  Sir,  the  third 
Order  of  the  Day  on  Wednesday  is  the 
Acrobatic  Performances  Bill,  which  is 
brought  to  an  untimely  end  by  a  dan- 
gerous performance  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Goverument.  I  wish  to  saj, 
in  withdrawing  it,  that  although  per« 
sonally  I  shall  not  be  able  to  bring  it 
forwai  d  in  the  next  Parliament,  I  hope 
it  will  bo  brought  forward  by  some  other 
hon.  Member.  As  a  large  number  of 
j)ersous  have  been  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment by  the  introduction  of  the  Bill, 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  render 
it  of  bucli  a  character  as  will  prevent  its 
interfering  with  ordinary  and  legitimate 
acrobatic  peribrmances. 

Bill  withdrawn, 

OBDEItS   OF  THE  DAT. 

PROBATES  OF  WILLS,  &c.  BILL. 

{Mr.  Raikcij  Mr.   Chancellor  of  the  E9€keqH$r 

Sir  Henry  Selwin-IN^tton.) 

[bill  104.]      SECOND    READIKQ. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  Cn  ANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEIl,  in  moving  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  a  second  time,  said,  as  it  was  late 
in  the  night,  or  early  in  the  morning, 
when  he  asked  leave  to  introduce  this 
uicasure,  his  statement  was  necessarily 
brief.  IIu  would,  therefore,  ask  the 
House  to  let  him  make  a  few  remarks 
upon  tho  second  reading.  The  argu- 
ments for  an  alteration  in  tho  scale  of 
probatu  duties  rested  upon  two  main 
grr)unds.  II t?  was  aware  that  tho  hon. 
Menibcr  for  »St<ickton  (Mr.  Dodds),  who 
bruu;»lit  forward  tho  subject  last  year, 
introduced  it  on  another  ground ;  but 
tlio  two  motives  which  iuiluenced  the 
Government  were^iirst,  the  unfairnesa 
of 'charging  a  higher  probate  on  small 
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estates  than  on  large;   and,  secondly, 
the  unfairness  of  charging  intestate  es- 
tates higher  than  those  received  by  will. 
Hon.    Gentlemen  would  see  from   the 
Schedule  in  thoir  hands  that  an  intestate 
estate  under  £1,500  paid  as  much  as  3*6 
per  cent ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
a  testate  estate  under  the  large  sum  of 
£500,000  paid  only  1-33  per  cent.     The 
difference  was,  therefore,  enormous,  and 
pressed  very  heavily  upon  the  lower  as 
compared   with   the   higher    grades   of 
estates.     They  had,  therefore,  adopted 
in  the  present  Bill  a  new  coJe,  which 
abolished  the  distinction  between  testate 
and  intestate  estates ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  they  made  the  percentage  charged 
on  the  different  classes  of  estates  more 
nearly   equal.      They  made   it  on  the 
average  2}  per  cent.     That  amount  was 
taken  because  it  was  the  mean  between 
the  two  extremes — between  3*6  and  1*33 
per  cent.     They  had  not  found  it  pos- 
sible,  however,   to   do    what  the   hon. 
Member  for  Stockton  desired — namely, 
to  substitute  an  exact  percentage  upon 
all  the  different  values  of  estates.     It 
had  been  found  on  examination  that  such 
a  course  would  cause  very  great  incon- 
venience, and  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible under  it  to  maintain  the  principle 
of   paying  the  duties  by  stamps.      It 
would  be  impossible,  without  enormous 
inconvenience  and  waste,  to  have  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  stamps  available,  and, 
moreover,  tliore  would  be  a  considerable 
amount  of  inconvenience  to  administra- 
tors if  they  were  obliged  to  put  forward 
the  exact  amount  of  the  estate  at  the 
time  they  obtained  probate.     It  would 
be  said  that  this  would  bo  a  heavy  bur- 
den upon  the  property  of  the  country, 
and  undoubtedly,  as  it  would  yield  a 
considerable  addition  to  the  Kevenue,  it 
followed  that  there  must   be  a  larger 
amount  of  income  derived  from  personal 
property  passing  under  will.     But  then 
they  ought  to  take  into  account  the  re- 
missions on  the  one  hand,  as  well  as  the 
additional  burdens  on   the   other.      In 
comparing  the  scale  under  this  Bill  with 
that   which  existed  before,   there   were 
two  points  to  which  attention  must  be 
directed.     In  all  testate  estates  of  £2,000 
and  upwards  the  scale  became  sensibly 
heavier,  and  that  was  the  casQ  also  with 
intestate  estates  of  £1 8,000  and  upwards. 
Keeping  these  two  sums  in  mind  as  the 
points  where  the  new  scale  operated  in 
increasing  tho  charge,  and   taking  the 
year  1H7H-9,  tljoy  found  that  the  number 
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of  wills  under  £2,000  in  that  vear  wu 
23,744,  whereas  the  number  over  £2.000 
was  only  8,296.     An  enormous  number, 
therefore,  would  not  be  affected  or  would 
obtain  relief.      In  the  case  of  tebtate 
estates  the  difference  was  more  remark- 
able.  There  were  1 0,3 1 0  under  £  1 8,(i00. 
and  53  only  over  £18,000.     The  result 
of  the  alteration,    therefore,    was   that 
while   in    1878-9   some   44,000  estatet 
would  have  obtained  relief,  there  were 
only  8,349  on  which  the    scale  would 
have  been  raised.     Then  he  would  point 
out  that  the  small  properties  would  ob- 
tain relief,  while  the  large   properties 
would   be  more  heavily  charged;  that 
was  to  say,  they  reversed  the  weight! 
which  now  pressed   against  the  small 
properties  and  made  them  press  against 
large  properties.      Small  estates  under 
£500,  which  were  charged  less  than  *2'50 
per  cent,  and  of  which  there  were  in  the 
year  referred  to  13,238  testate  and  6,578 
intestate,   making    a    total   of    20,0c0, 
would  receive  relief  by  this  measure. 
Another  clause  in  the  Bill  relieved  from 
legacy  duty  small  sums    under  £luO. 
I  That  exemption  was  given  now  in  the 
case  of  succession,  but  had  not  been  ap* 
plied  to  legacy  duty.     The  measure  waj, 
in  his  opinion,  a  reasonable  one,  and 
rectified  an  evil  long  complained  of,  and 
which  it  was  not  easy  to  defend.    Bat 
it  had  been  said — "If  you  are  deaUng 
with  personal  property,  you  ought  to 
deal  with  landed  property  also."     That 
might  or    might    not    be    right ;    hut 
he  did  not  see  that  it  necessarily  fol- 
lowed.     The  right    hon.   Member  for 
Greenwich  (Mr.  Gladstone)  took  oocarion 
to  make  some  rather  sharp  remarks  on 
that  subject  the  other  ni^t  at  Maiy- 
lebone,  and  very  amiably  endeavoured 
to  set  the    farmers  and  landlords   at 
issue,  for    purposes  which  were  tole^ 
ably  evident,    by  contrasting  the  poii- 
j  tion  of  the  one  with  the  other.     But  the 
I  right  hon.  Oentleman  omitted  to  say  that 
I  the  scale  as  proposed  did  not  bear  very 
I  unfairly  on  the  farmer.     The  question 
I  really  was,  were  they  to  wait  until  the  time 
I  came  for  dealing  with  landed  property 
;  before  doing  an  act  of  justice?    If  they 
wore  to  take  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  i 
view,  they  would  have  to  wait  a  longtime. 
Why  was  it  that  the  right  hon.  OAntle- 
;  man  himself  never  made  that  change  in 
tho  succession  duties  while  he  was  in 
Office  ?  As  he  understood  the  argument, 
it  was  that  a  change  of  the  probate  duty 
might  in  itself  be  quite  right,   but  it 
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ought  to  be  accompanied  by  a  corro- 
•ponding  change  in  the  Buccession  duties. 
Ue  thought  a  proposal  made  in  that  di- 
rection some  years  ago  had  been  with- 
drawn bj  the  Government  which  made 
it»  although  in  a  Parliament  under  their 
own  guidance,  because  it  was  found  im- 
poesible  to  proceed  with  such  an  altera- 
tion. Whether  it  was  intended  to  bring 
it  forward  again,  or  whether  it  was  one 
of  the  "  judicious  re-adjustmeuts "  of 
existing  taxation  they  were  told  to  ex- 
pect a«  the  work  of  the  next  Liberal  Go- 
▼emment,  he  could  not  say ;  but  this  he 
knew — ^that  the  scheme  had  been  re- 
cently under  consideration,  and  it  had 
not  been  found  possible  to  recommend 
it  with  any  success  to.  Parliament.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  unwise  and  alto- 
gether futile  to  wait  to  see  how  they 
oonid  deal  with  that  question  before 
dealing  with  probate.  Indeed,  there  was 
an  obvious  difference  between  the  charge 
in  the  one  case  and  the  other.  Probate 
dnty  was  on  personal  property  ;  it  could 
be  levied  and  paid  with  only  the  effect 
of  diminishing,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
mrpu9  of  the  property  ;  but  to  levy  the 
■noceasion  duty  on  land  was  a  more 
eomplicated  transaction,  because  the  land 
ordinarily  could  not  be  sold,  and  was 
subject  to  several  charges  to  which  pf'r- 
•onal  property  was  not  subject.  lie 
would  say  but  a  word  or  two  about  the 
financial  effect  of  these  proposals.  TIio 
lion.  Member  for  Stockton  (Mr.  Dodds) 
told  the  House  the  other  day  that  thoy 
would  add  £1,500,000  to  the  Revenue. 
He  would  be  curious  to  know  how  the 
hon.  Member  made  that  calculation,  and 
if  it  were  correct,  he  would  be  exceed  in  n^ly 
pleased  at  it,  but  ho  could  not  })rin<]: 
nimself  to  expect  it.  lie  had  made  a 
"WfiTj  fair  estimate  himself — £700,000 — 
and  he  did  that  witli  reference  to  certain 
peculiarities  of  the  future.  The  manner 
in  which  the  calculations  were  made  was 
that  the  averages  of  1877-8  and  1878-9 
were  taken  as  an  estimate.  If,  next 
jear»  the  amount  was  in  the  same  pro- 
portion, there  would  be  an  increased 
income  of  considerably  more  than 
£700,000— in  fact,  it  would  come  to 
about  £900,000;  but  then  thoy  had 
to  consider,  in  the  first  place,  that  thoy 
were  dealing  with  a  class  of  taxable 
material  which  was  very  uncertain. 
There  might  be  only  a  small  number 
of  large  estates,  and  when  dealing  with 
large  estates  there  might  be,  and  there 
had  been,  great  disappointment  as  to 


what  they  were  expected  to  yield.  It 
should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that,  the 
announcement  of  the  new  scale  having 
been  made,  it  was  uncertain  as  to  the 
number  of  wills  that  might  be  proved 
in  the  financial  j'ear.  He  therefore 
thought  it  better  that  he  should  make 
a  very  cautious  statement,  and  £700,000 
appeared  to  be  a  fair  calculation — it 
might  be  £100,000  more;  it  did  not 
materially  affect  the  question.  He  could 
not  help  remembering  the  great  disap- 
pointment which  occurred  in  the  produc- 
tiveness of  the  succession  duty  in  1853| 
when  it  was  iirst  imposed,  and  he  was 
anxious  to  avoid  a  similar  disappoint- 
ment by  making  his  calculations  mode- 
rate. Ho  begged  to  move  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

^lotion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'^  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Mr,  Chancellor  oftheJ£xchtquer,) 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  said,  he  would 
avail  himself  of  this  opportunity  of 
making  some  remarks  on  tlie  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer's  Financial  Statement. 
He  understood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  say  that  he  had  created  £20,000.000 
of  assets  in  the  nature  of  the  reduction 
of  Debt — it  was  not  material  whether  the 
amountwas£  1 8,000,000  or  £20,000,000. 
Under  the  r6gime  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment there  had  been  a  great  num- 
ber of  novelties  introduced,  among  other 
things  in  the  manner  of  reckoning  the 
National  Debt.  Tlie  old-fashioned  way 
was  for  the  Government  to  charge  them- 
selves with  whatever  liability  they  in- 
curred, but  they  now  credited  themselves 
with  assets  that  they  created ;  those  as- 
sets, of  course,  being  open  to  a  great 
deal  of  question,  the  obligation  under- 
taken by  the  State  to  the  creditors  being 
of  the  liiglicst  order,  while  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  a  great  deal  of  question  whether 
the  counter  obligations  on  the  part  of 
the  creditors  were  likely  to  prove  of  equal 
value.  He  admitted  at  once  that  there 
were  some  important  considerations 
which  tended  to  recommend  the  intro- 
duction of  that  new  system,  one  of  them 
being  the  large  augmentation  of  the 
amount  that  was  asked.  They  had  be- 
come lenders  to  so  great  an  extent,  and 
it  was  certainly  quite  right  that  the  as- 
sets should  bt!  kept  in  public  view;  but 
whetlier  it  was  quite  right  that  they 
should  bo  reckoned  as  they  had  bfen 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was 
a  diil'orent  question.     He  would  give  an 
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instance.  They  had  borrowed  £4,000,000 
to  purchase  Suez  Canal  shares,  and 
that  was  in  the  nature  of  a  loan  to  the 
Khedive  of  Egypt.  The  immediate  se- 
curity was  the  Khedive's  estate — the 
£4,000,000  rested  on  his  liability;  but 
the  credit  of  the  Khedive  was  not  equal 
to  that  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exclie- 
quer ;  consequently,  the  two  things  did 
not  correspond,  and,  therefore,  it  was 
doubtful  policy  to  place  the  two  in 
the  same  scale,  or  to  say  that  the 
£4,000,000  of  assets  in  the  hands  of  the 
Khedive  went  against  the  loan,  and  the 
country  stood  in  the  same  way  as  before 
the  transaction.  Not  only  was  this  a 
novel  principle,  but  it  was  not  quite 
consistently  carried  through.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  received  every- 
thing under  the  head  of  Miscellaneous 
Hevenue — assets  of  that  kind  he  put 
down  as  Kevenue,  and  he  spent  them 
as  Hevenue.  He  would  give  an  illus- 
tration. In  the  time  of  the  Crimean 
War,  it  was  his  (Mr.  Gladstone's)  duty 
to  borrow  £2,000,000  and  lend  it  to  the 
Sardinian  Government.  That  stood 
against  him  ;  but  he  was  not  allowed  to 
credit  himself  with  the  assets  created  in 
the  form  of  obligations  of  the  Sardinian 
Government,  although  in  respect  of  that 
loan  there  had  been  regularly  paid 
every  year  not  only  interest  at  3  per 
cent,  but  1  per  cent  by  which  the  capi- 
tal was  extinguished.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  however,  absorbed 
what  he  put  into  Kevenue,  and  claimed 
to  be  allowed  to  reckon  assets  when  he 
created  them.  They  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  class  as  Hevenue,  and  to  spend 
as  Revenue,  assets  of  the  country  which 
they  had  destroyed.  The  old  and  vulgar 
method  was  to  estimate  the  Surplus  by 
the  annual  balance-sheet  of  the  country. 
Now,  he  admitted  that  it  was  so  far 
right,  in  stating  the  condition  of  the 
National  Debt,  to  point  out  the  reduc- 
tion that  had  been  effected  in  the  value 
of  Terminable  Annuities,  and  through 
the  medium  of  the  payments  on  their 
account ;  but  it  was  when  they  came  to 
see  the  difference  between  the  two  me- 
thods of  paying  off  Debt  in  this  country 
that  the  comparison  was  most  apparent. 
The  system  by  Terminable  Annuities 
was  what  was  callod  automatic.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  not 
help  paying  the  debts,  for  he  was  as  far 
bound  to  them  as  he  was  to  pay  the 
salaries   of    the    Civil    servants;    and, 
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therefore,  it  was  somewhat  surprising 
to  find  a  claim  made  by  the  Gbvem- 
ment  to  take  credit  for  their  involuntary 
action  in  doing  what  the  law  required 
when  payment  was  to  be  made  by  Ter- 
minable Annuities.  The  manes  of  de- 
funct Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer,  if 
they  were  conscious  of  the  debates, 
would  wonder  that  this  ingenious  me- 
thod of  reckoning  had  never  occurred  to 
them.  He  was  old  enough  to  recollect 
the  time — although  none  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were — when 
the  public  judgment  and  inclination  of 
the  country  passed  over  from  one  poHti- 
cal  Party  to  the  other  on  financial 
grounds,  because  in  the  time  of  the 
Melbourne  Government,  when  Mr. 
Spring  Hice  (Lord  Monteagle)  was 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr. 
Baring  was  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, there  were  several  deficiencies  of 
the  Hevenue  nearly  as  great  as  that 
which  signalized  the  reign  of  the  pre- 
sent Government.  But  those  Chancel- 
lors of  the  Exchequer  bad  not  the  wit 
to  fall  back  on  the  Terminable  Annui- 
ties, or  they  might  have  shown  that 
every  year  of  the  existence  of  the  Mel- 
bourne Government  they  had  been  pay- 
ing off  the  National  Debt.  But  they 
had  not  that  ingenuity  which  had  at 
length  been  extracted  from  the  secrets 
of  finance,  and  proclaimed  to  the  coun- 
try as  proof  of  the  diligence  and  eco- 
nomy of  the  Government  in  dealing  with 
the  National  Debt.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  referred  to  what  he  (Mr. 
Gladstone)  had  stated  in  Marylebone  on 
Friday  night.  He  was  ready  to  repeat 
what  he  had  stated.  He  would  certainly 
repeat  it  elsewhere.  Peirticularly  as  the 
present  Government  were  supposed  to  be 
eminently  the  farmers'  friends,  it  would 
be  his  duty — and  he  hoped  to  succeed  in 
the  attempt — to  make  the  matter  tole- 
rably clear  to  the  country.  He  would 
say  no  more  about  the  National  Debt; 
and  he  came,  in  the  next  place,  to  the 
probate  duties.  With  respect  to  the 
plan  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  in  regard 
to  those  duties,  anything,  of  course, 
which  he  might  say  in  that  House 
would  be  simply  in  the  way  of  protest 
and  manifesto.  It  was  not  in  his  power 
to  check  the  career  of  the  Government. 
He  and  his  Friends  were  cntirelv  at 
their  mercy.  They  might  pass  what- 
ever measure  they  pleased,  unless  the 
majority  were  prepared  to  resiat  it ;  and 
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as  to  tlie  chance  of  any  such  resistance, 
those  who  had  watched  the  progress  of 
affairs  for  the  last  six  years  were  quite 
as  competent  as  he  was  to  form  a  judg- 
ment. He  had  not  the  slightest  inten- 
tion, therefore,  to  try  to  stop  the  pro- 
g^ress  of  the  Bill  or  to  alter  its  provi- 
sions ;  but  he  must  confess  that  when  so 
important  a  measure,  imposing  a  tax  of 
£7dO,000,  was  introduced  without  a 
word  of  explanation  from  the  Minister 
of  Finance,  he  had  not  the  smallest 
notion  of  what  its  effect  would  bo,  and 
it  was  only  on  Friday  last  that  he  had 
been  enabled  to  make  himself  ac- 
quainted with  its  provisions.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  deny  that  the  probate 
duties  required  to  be  altered,  or  that 
BOme  of  the  elements  of  the  proposed 
alterations  were  not  good.  It  was,  how- 
ever, in  his  opinion,  an  alteration  which 
the  House  ought  not  to  be  asked  to  sanc- 
tion at  the  present  time.  He  entered 
his  protest  as^ainst  it  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  it  was  proposed.  He 
was  glad  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  at  last  given  some  explanation 
of  the  reasons  upon  which  the  Bill  was 
founded ;  but  the  broad  and  fundamental 
objection  to  passing  such  a  Bill  was 
that  it  was  impossible  it  could  have  due 
consideration  under  the  present  circum- 
stances. It  was  evident,  from  his  right 
hon.  Friend's  speech,  that  it  had  been 
Tery  partially  considered  by  himself. 
He  made  that  no  matter  of  blame,  be- 
cause his  duties  in  the  House  had  been 
BO  severe  and  so  assiduously  performed, 
that  he  was  not  surprised  if  he  had 
found  it  difficult  to  descend  into  all  the 
minute  particulars  of  a  subject  like  this. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated 
two  reasons  why  it  was  necessary  to 
alter  the  probate  duties,  the  one  being 
that  they  were  so  unjust  as  regarded 
intestate  estates,  the  other  because 
they  bore  hardly  on  very  small  estates. 
But  the  injustice  in  cases  of  intestacy 
might  have  been  removed  by  striking 
out  the  column  of  intestate  estates ; 
while  it  would  not  have  been  at  all 
difficult  to  obtain  even  a  greater  Ee- 
yenue,  without  altering  the  general 
amount  of  the  scale  of  those  duties, 
and  it  would  have  been  perfectly  pos- 
sible to  approximate  with  indefinite 
nearness  to  a  uniform  scale.  liis  right 
hon.  Friend  said  it  was  impossible  to 
have  the  requisite  number  of  stamps, 
but  such  an  answer  was,  on  the  face  of 
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it,  futile,  and  one  which  ought  not  to 
proceed  from  the  mouth  of  a  Finance 
Minister.     It  must  be  one  which  had 
been  supplied,  and  it  was  quite  evident 
that  with  stamps  for  £1,000,  £500,  and 
£100,  the  account  could  be  kept  as  indi- 
cated  by  the   smallness  of  the  stamps. 
There  was  another  point  also,  with  re- 
spect to  which  his  reading  was  totally 
different  from  that  of  his   right  hon. 
Friend,  who  had  treated  testacy  and  in- 
testacy as  if  they  were  of  something  like 
equal  importance,  while  he,  in  the  second 
place,  took  credit  for  relieving  all  testate 
estates  of  upwards  of  £2,000,  and  all 
intestate  estates  of  upwards  of  £18,000. 
Now,  he  found  that  between  £1,000  and 
£1,500  the  old  testate  duty  was  £30, 
and  the  new  duty  was  to  be  £3 1 .     Goine 
lower,  he  found  that  between  £500  ana 
£600  the  present  testate  duty  was  £11, 
while  the  new  was  to  be  £13.     If,  there- 
fore, he  had  heard  his  right  hon.  Friend 
aright,  his  own  description  of  his  mea- 
sure was  perfectly  inaccurate,  for  he  did 
not  give  uniform  relief  up  to  £500,  and 
at  £500  he  aggravated  the  testate  duty. 
His  right  hon.  Friend,  he  might  add, 
had  not  mentioned  at  all  a  consideration 
which  had  a  most  important  bearing  on 
the  reform  of  the  probate  duties.     The 
subject  was  one  which  was  not  new  to 
the  minds  of  Chancellors  of  the  Exche- 
quer.    He  himself  had  often  and  often 
to  consider  those  duties ;  but  he  could 
not  have  found  a  Parliament  so  destitute 
of  reforming  spirit  as  to  assent  to  such  a 
measure  as  that  before  the  House.     His 
right  hon.  Friend  had  not  presented  to 
the    House   that  which  was  the  most 
salient  feature  in  their  system  of  probate 
duties — that  a  person  taking  out  probate 
or  letters  of  administration  was  compelled 
to  pay  duty  on  the  assets  of  the  estate 
without   deducting  the   debts.      If,  for 
instance,  there  were  £10,000  of  assets 
and  £9,000  of  debts,  he  had  to  pay  duty 
on  the  £10,000.     His  right  hon.  Friend 
said  he  had  to  pay  it  out  of  the  estate, 
but  ho  was  not  legally  entitled  to  touch 
the  estate  until  he  had  paid  the  duty; 
and  he  must  pay  it  subject  to  whatever 
hope  he  might  have  that,  after  two  or 
three  or  four  years,  during  which  he  re- 
mained out  of  his  money,  he  might  go 
before  the  Board  of  Inland  Hevenue  and 
prove  the  debt,  and  then  obtain  the  return 
of  the  duty  which  he  had  paid,  without  in- 
terest, even  though  he  might  have  been 
obliged  to  borrow  the  money  to  pay  it.  If 
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instance.  They  had  borrowed  £4,000,000 
to  purchase  Suez  Canal  shares,  and 
that  was  in  the  nature  of  a  loan  to  the 
Khedive  of  Egypt.  The  immediate  se- 
curity was  the  Khedive's  estate — the 
£4,000,000  rested  on  his  liability;  but 
the  credit  of  the  Khedive  was  not  equal 
to  that  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exclie- 
quer ;  consequently,  the  two  things  did 
not  correspond,  and,  therefore,  it  was 
doubtful  policy  to  place  the  two  in 
the  same  scale,  or  to  say  that  the 
£4,000,000  of  assets  in  the  hands  of  the 
Khedive  went  against  the  loan,  and  the 
country  stood  in  the  same  way  as  before 
the  transaction.  Not  only  was  this  a 
novel  principle,  but  it  was  not  quite 
consistently  carried  through.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  received  every- 
thing under  the  head  of  Miscellaneous 
Hevenue — assets  of  that  kind  he  put 
down  as  Hevenue,  and  he  spent  them 
as  Hevenue.  He  would  give  an  illus- 
tration. In  the  time  of  the  Crimean 
War,  it  was  his  (Mr.  Gladstone's)  duty 
to  borrow  £:^.000,000  and  lend  it  to  the 
Sardinian  Government.  That  stood 
against  him  ;  but  he  was  not  allowed  to 
credit  himself  with  the  assets  created  in 
the  form  of  obligations  of  the  Sardinian 
Government,  although  in  respect  of  that 
loan  there  had  been  regularly  paid 
every  year  not  only  interest  at  3  per 
cent,  but  1  per  cent  by  which  the  capi- 
tal was  extinguished.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  however,  absorbed 
what  he  put  into  Hevenue,  and  claimed 
to  be  allowed  to  reckon  assets  when  he 
created  them.  They  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  class  as  Hevenue,  and  to  spend 
as  Hevenue,  assets  of  the  country  which 
they  had  destroyed.  The  old  and  vulgar 
method  was  to  estimate  the  Surplus  by 
the  annual  balance-sheet  of  the  country. 
Now,  he  admitted  that  it  was  so  far 
right,  in  stating  the  condition  of  the 
National  Debt,  to  point  out  the  reduc- 
tion that  had  been  effected  in  the  value 
of  Terminable  Annuities,  and  through 
the  medium  of  the  payments  on  their 
account;  but  it  was  when  they  came  to 
see  the  diiference  between  the  two  me- 
thods of  paying  off  Debt  in  this  country 
that  the  comparison  was  most  apparent. 
The  syeteni  by  Terminable  Annuities 
was  what  was  called  automatic.  The 
Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  could  not 
help  paying  the  debts,  for  he  was  as  far 
bound  to  them  as  he  was  to  pay  the 
salaries  of    the    Civil    servants;    and, 

Mr,  Gladstone 


therefore,  it  was  somewhat  surp'rlsing 
to  find  a  claim  made  by  the  GoTern- 
ment  to  take  credit  for  their  involuntarv 
action  in  doing  what  the  law  requirt'd 
when  payment  was  to  be  made  by  Ter- 
minable Annuities.  The  manes  of  dt> 
funct  Chancellors  of  the  Exi-hequer,  if 
they  were  conscious  of  the  debattt, 
would  wonder  that  this  ingenious  me- 
thod of  reckoning  had  never  occurred  to 
tliem.  He  was  old  enough  to  re<x>l]Kt 
the  time — although  none  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were — wh«n 
the  public  judgment  and  inclination  of 
the  country  passed  over  from  one  politi- 
cal Party  to  the  other  on  finsDiial 
grounds,  because  in  the  time  of  the 
Melbourne  Government,  when  Mr. 
Spring  Hice  (Lord  Monteagle^  wu 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Mr. 
Baring  was  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, there  were  several  deficiencies  of 
the  Hevenue  nearly  aa  great  as  that 
which  signalized  the  reign  of  the  pre- 
sent Government.  But  those  Chancel- 
lors of  the  Exchequer  bad  not  the  wit 
to  fall  back  on  the  Terminable  Annui- 
ties, or  they  might  have  shown  that 
every  year  of  the  existence  of  the  Mel- 
bourne Government  they  had  been  pav- 
ing off  the  National  Debt.  But  they 
had  not  that  ingenuity  which  had  at 
length  been  extracted  from  the  secreti 
of  finance,  and  proclaimed  to  the  coun- 
try as  proof  of  the  diligence  and  eco- 
nomy of  the  Government  m  dealing  with 
the  National  Debt.  The  right  boo. 
Gentleman  had  referred  to  what  he  'Mr. 
Gladstone)  had  stated  in  Marylebone  on 
Friday  night.  He  was  ready  to  repett 
what  he  had  stated.  He  would  certainly 
repeat  it  elsewhere.  Particularly  as  the 
present  Government  were  supposed  to  be 
eminently  the  farmers'  friends,  it  would 
be  his  duty — and  he  hoped  to  succeed  in 
the  attempt — to  make  the  matter  tole- 
rably clear  to  the  country.  He  would 
say  no  more  about  the  National  Debt; 
and  he  came,  in  the  next  place,  to  the 
probate  duties.  With  respect  to  the 
plan  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  in  regard 
to  those  duties,  anything,  of  coune, 
which  he  might  say  in  that  Houie 
would  be  simply  in  the  way  of  proteit 
and  manifesto.  It  was  not  in  his  power 
to  check  the  career  of  the  Govemment. 

lie  and   his  Friends  were  entirelv  at 
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fts  to  the  chance  of  any  such  resistance, 
thoee  who  had  watched  the  progress  of 
affiuTB  for  the  last  six  years  were  quite 
as  oompetent  as  he  was  to  form  a  judg- 
mmit.  He  had  not  the  slightest  inten- 
iion»  therefore,  to  try  to  stop  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Bill  or  to  alter  its  provi- 
■ions ;  but  he  must  confess  that  when  so 
important  a  measure,  imposing  a  tax  of 
£7oO,000,  was  introduced  without  a 
word  of  explanation  from  the  Minister 
of  Finance,  he  had  not  the  smallest 
notion  of  what  its  efiPect  would  be,  and 
it  was  only  on  Friday  last  that  he  had 
been  enabled  to  make  himself  ac- 
quainted with  its  provisions.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  deny  that  the  probate 
duties  required  to  be  altered,  or  that 
aome  of  the  elements  of  the  proposed 
■Iterations  were  not  good.  It  was,  how- 
erer,  in  his  opinion,  an  alteration  which 
the  House  ought  not  to  be  asked  to  sanc- 
tion at  the  present  time.  He  entered 
his  protest  aeainst  it  under  the  circum- 
atanoes  in  which  it  was  proposed.  He 
was  glad  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  at  last  g^yen  some  explanation 
of  the  reasons  upon  which  the  Bill  was 
founded ;  but  the  broad  and  fundamental 
objection  to  passing  such  a  Bill  was 
that  it  was  impossible  it  could  have  due 
consideration  under  the  present  circum- 
stances. It  was  evident,  from  his  right 
bom.  Friend's  speech,  that  it  had  been 
Teiy  partially  considered  by  himself. 
He  made  that  no  matter  of  blame,  be- 
cause his  duties  in  the  House  bad  been 
ao  severe  and  so  assiduously  performed, 
that  he  was  not  surprised  if  he  had 
found  it  difficult  to  descend  into  all  the 
minute  particulars  of  a  subject  like  this. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated 
two  reasons  why  it  was  necessary  to 
alter  the  probate  duties,  the  one  being 
that  they  were  so  unjust  as  regarded 
intestate  estates,  the  other  because 
they  bore  hardly  on  very  small  estates. 
But  the  injustice  in  cases  of  intestacy 
might  have  been  removed  by  striking 
out  tlie  column  of  intestate  estates ; 
whilo  it  would  not  have  been  at  all 
difficult  to  obtain  even  a  greater  Ke- 
renue,  without  altering  the  general 
amount  of  the  scale  of  those  duties, 
and  it  would  have  been  perfectly  pos- 
sible to  approximate  with  indefinite 
nearness  to  a  uniform  scale.  Uis  right 
hon.  Friend  said  it  was  impossible  to 
have  the  requisite  number  of  stampt*, 
but  such  an  answer  was,  on  the  face  of 
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it,  futile,  and  one  which  ought  not  to 
proceed  from  the  mouth  of  a  Finance 
Minister.  It  must  be  one  which  had 
been  supplied,  and  it  was  quite  evident 
that  with  stamps  for  £1,000,  £500,  and 
£100,  the  account  could  be  kept  as  indi* 
cated  by  the  smallness  of  the  stamps. 
There  was  another  point  also,  with  re- 
spect to  which  his  reading  was  totally 
different  from  that  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  who  had  treated  testacy  and  in- 
testacy as  if  they  were  of  something  like 
equal  importance,  while  he,  in  the  second 
place,  took  credit  for  relieving  all  testate 
estates  of  upwards  of  £2,000,  and  all 
intestate  estates  of  upwards  of  £18,000. 
Now,  he  found  that  between  £1,000  and 
£1,500  the  old  testate  duty  was  £30, 
and  the  new  duty  was  to  be  £3 1 .  Goine 
lower,  he  found  that  between  £500  ana 
£600  the  present  testate  duty  was  £11, 
while  the  new  was  to  be  £13.  If,  there- 
fore, he  had  heard  his  right  hon.  Friend 
aright,  his  own  description  of  his  mea- 
sure was  perfectly  inaccurate,  for  he  did 
not  give  uniform  relief  up  to  £500,  and 
at  £500  he  aggravated  the  testate  duty. 
His  right  hon.  Friend,  he  might  add, 
had  not  mentioned  at  all  a  consideration 
which  had  a  most  important  bearing  on 
the  reform  of  the  probate  duties.  The 
subject  was  one  which  was  not  new  to 
the  minds  of  Chancellors  of  the  Exche- 
quer. He  himself  had  often  and  often 
to  consider  those  duties ;  but  he  could 
not  have  found  a  Parliament  so  destitute 
of  reforming  spirit  as  to  assent  to  such  a 
measure  as  that  before  the  House.  His 
right  hon.  Friend  had  not  presented  to 
the  House  that  which  was  the  most 
salient  feature  in  their  system  of  probate 
duties — that  a  person  taking  out  probate 
or  letters  of  administration  was  compelled 
to  pay  duty  on  the  assets  of  the  estate 
without  deducting  the  debts.  If,  for 
instance,  there  were  £10,000  of  assets 
and  £9,000  of  debts,  he  had  to  pay  duty 
on  the  £  10,000.  His  right  hon.  Friend 
said  he  had  to  pay  it  out  of  the  estate, 
but  he  was  not  legally  entitled  to  touch 
the  estate  until  he  had  paid  the  dut^*; 
and  ho  must  pay  it  subject  to  whatever 
hope  ho  might  have  that,  after  two  or 
three  or  four  years,  during  which  he  re- 
mained out  of  his  money,  he  might  go 
before  the  Board  of  Inland  Hevenue  and 
prove  the  debt,  and  then  obtain  the  return 
of  the  duty  which  ho  had  paid,  without  in- 
tercHt,  even  though  he  might  have  been 
obliged  to  borrow  the  money  to  pay  it.  If 
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the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been 
in  communication  with  Mr.  J.  Wood, Mr. 
Stephenson,  or  Mr.  Hemes  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  would  havefound  that  the}' all  felt 
that,  in  attempting  to  reform  the  probate 
duties,  it  was  necessary  to  abolish  that 
monstrous  system  of  the  payment  of  duty 
upon  debts.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  of  the  reform  of  the  probate  duty 
with  regard  to  small  estates;  but  he  not 
only  maintained  the  system  in  full  vigour, 
but  he  was  going  to  augment  the  whole 
amount  of  the  duty  so  paid  on  people's 
debts,  and  he  had  got  a  Parliament  which 
was  likely  to  agree  to  the  act.  Parliament 
would  in  that,  as  in  other  things,  distin- 
guish itself  from  any  of  the  11  he  (Mr. 
Gladstone)  had  had  the  honourof  aseat 
in.    He  had  not  the  least  expectation  that 
anything  he  could  say  would  have  any 
influence  on  the  judgment  uf  the  House. 
He  was,  however,  making  those  remarks, 
as  he  had  said  before,  merely  by  way  of 
protest  and   manifesto,  and  the  whole 
responsibility  of    passing  the   measure 
must  rest  on  the  House.     These  duties, 
in  their  way,  were  relatively  good  as  a 
means  of  raising  money ;  and  if  levied 
at  all,  they  ought  to  bo  levied  by  con- 
siderable rates  ;  for  this  reason,  that  the 
main  charge  upon  them  was  the  legal  or 
professional  charge,  which  remained  the 
same,  whether  the  rate  was  high  or  low. 
His  hon.  Friend  had  taunted  him  with 
wishing  to  increase  the  succession  duty. 
"When  it  occurred  to  him  that  if  they  had 
endeavoured  to  augment  the  succession 
duty,  thoy  would  not  have  been  able  to 
carry   it.   he  did   what   his   right   hon. 
Friend  had  done  with  his  Water  Bill, 
only  ho  did  not  dissolve  Parliament  on 
it.     The  whole  subject  of  these  duties 
waaono  fairly  admittingof  consideration  ; 
but  he  could  onlv  describe  as  barbarous 
the  proceeding  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  in  oonipelling  people  to  pay 
aggravated  duties  upon  that  which  did 
not  belong  to  them.     Now,  one  word,  in 
passing,  about  intosiaiies.     He  was  of 
opinion,  certainly,  tlui:  the  present  irre- 
gular si'alo  of  dutit^s  u]vn  inlostai  ii  s  was 
eXlH^^sive:  but  ho  hcsitatid  to  adopt  in 
its  luvadth  and  siiv.p;iii:y  what  steuud 
to  bo  the  opinion  ol  the  C  ha  no  olio  r  of  I 
the  Fxchoqiur — njiuuly,  that  the  rate 
on  intotaiiis  ou^jht  to  be  cxaitly  the  , 
same  as  pn^batos  t.^kon  out  und^r  will,  i 
To   that  pn^po>itiou   ho   dtUium\i.     It 
stHuuod  to  him  that  a  moderate  and  rea-  , 
i^onablo  sum— diov  could  call  it  if  thev 


pleased  a  fine — was  a  notion  which  bad 
always  been  embodied  in  their  laws ;  and 
he  could  not  for  the  life  of  him  see  why 
it  should  be  struck  out.     His  right  hon. 
Friend  gave  no  reason.     He  could  give 
no  reason,  except  that  intestacies  were 
usually  of  very  small  estates ;   but  Le 
should  deal  with  that   by  making  the 
rate  very  small,  and  not,  as  his  right  hon. 
Friend  was  going  to  do,  by  raising  the 
rate  on   estates   of  £50o.     Now,  «ha: 
he  had  said  out-of-doors,  and  what  he 
now  said  in-doors,  was  that  it  was  a  in(«t 
serious  matter,  in  this  hasty  way.  without 
a  word  of  explanation,  in  the  dying  days 
of  Parliament,  when  the  matter  could 
not  be  deliberately  entertained,  to  add 
£760,000  to  the  duty  levied  upon  per- 
sonalty, when  the  duty  upon  perEonahj 
was  already  three  or  four  times  as  great 
as  on  realty.     \_OppoiHion  cheeri.']    That 
did  not  draw  a  single  cheer  from  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.     What  they  were 
thinking  about  was  the  rates.  But  houeei 
as  well  as  land  paid  rates.    Let  them 
take  the  case  of  the  fanner  and  his  land- 
lord.   The  value  of  the  farmer's  stock 
would  usually  be  a  quarter  of  the  valae 
of  the  landlord's  interest  in  the  farm. 
The  farmer  died  and  the  landlord  died, 
and  were  both  succeeded  by  their  froni. 
What  was  the  result  ?    The  farmer  paid 
a  g^at  deal  more  duty  upon  his  stock 
than  the  landlord  had  to  pay  upon  the 
farm,  which  was  four  times  the  value  of 
the  stock.      Now,  that  was   what  the 
farmers  ought  to  understand,  and  what, 
to  the  best  of  his  power,  he  would  en* 
deavour  to  make  them  understand  during 
the  next  few  weeks.     So  far  from  re- 
dressing the  inequality  between  the  land* 
lord  and  the  farmer,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  the  friend  of  the  farmer, 
came  down  and  proposed  to  add  heavily 
to  that  inequality.     Did  not  the  farmer'i 
stock  bear  the  chief  incidence  of  the 
rates?    And  yet  he  was  to  be  made  the 
victim  of  a  fresh  burden,  while  the  in- 
equality as  between  him  and  the  landlord 
remained  unredressed.     These  were  ae* 
rious  matters  for  the  digestion  of  the 
House ;  and  they  might  depend  upon  it, 
thoy  would  be  heard  of  within  the  next 
few  weeks,  as  they  ought  to  be.    If  hon. 
Members    opposite  were  well  advised, 
they   would,   even  now,   force  the  Go- 
vernment to  abstain  from    that   rood 
unwise    act.      The     Uembers   of    the 
Opposition  had  no  choice ;    but  thair 
tongues  were  not  yet  tied,  and   thij 
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would  be  used  to  expose  the  truth  to 
the  world.  There  was  one  more  point 
which  he  must  notice.  It  was  felt — he 
did  not  say  it  was  unnaturally  felt — that 
there  was  something  to  be  said,  much  to 
be  said,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  per- 
■onalty  and  realty  respectively  were 
burdened  in  respect  to  rates.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  going  to 
agg^vate  the  rates  upon  all  personalty, 
except  the  personalty  of  estates  of  a 
few  hundred  pounds.  Now,  his  conten- 
tion was,  that  whatever  inequality  pre- 
▼miled  between  personalty  and  realty 
as  regarded  the  payment  of  rates  was 
almost  entirely  confined  to  the  possessors 
of  rery  large  personal  estates.  In  cases 
of  large  estates  the  duties  were  compara- 
tiToIy  insignificant,  and  they  could  easily 
■how  great  masses  of  personalty  which 
had  been  unduly  favoured  under  the 
probate  scale,  and  which  were  exempt 
in  a  great  degree  and  were  not  repre- 
•ented  in  the  payment  of  rates ;  but  when 
they  came  down  to  small  estates,  estates 
of  from  £10,000  or  even  £20,000,  the 
estates  of  farmers  and  traders  and  people 
of  moderate  means,  the  case  was  difi'er- 
ent.  He  would  not  deny  that  they  did 
pay  rates ;  but  what  he  did  say  was,  that 
those  were  the  estates  of  people  who 
paid  rates  in  a  very  peculiar  degree. 
The  farmers  of  England  had  had  to 
bear  the  whole  brunt  of  the  increase  of 
rates  in  the  counties,  and  in  towns  the 
traders  had  to  bear  the  whole  burden  of 
increasiKl  rates.  It  was  all  these  shop- 
keepers in  towns — the  men  of  moderate 
means  constituting  the  middle  classes  of 
the  country — whose  case  they  were  going 
to  aggravate  by  this  species  of  legislation. 
If  the  scale  was  to  bo  reformed  at  all, 
why,  he  would  ask,  not  reform  it  ai^vc- 
toally?  No  doubt  it  was  to  be  made 
better  at  the  upper  end,  and  also,  he 
would  not  say  at  the  lower,  but  ut  the 
Tery  lowest  part  of  the  lower  end.  But 
did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  augment 
the  duties  on  estates  of  £600  or  not  ? 

The  CH AN'CElxLOK  oftiik  EXCHE- 
QUER :  It  is  rather  inconvenient  for 
me  to  undergo  a  catechetical  examina- 
tion at  the  present  moment.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  now  scale,  in  one 
respect,  does  increase  the  rate.  At  pre- 
sent the  scale  from  £300  to  £450  is  £8, 
and  from  £460  to  £f>00,  £11.  Instead 
of  that,  it  is  proposed  that  from  £300  to 
£6(K>  there  should  be  three  grades. 
From  £300  to  £400  pays  £6,  £7,  and 


£8  respectively;  from  £400  to  £500 
pays  £9,  instead  of  £11  ;  and  from  £500 
to  £600,  £13  instead  of  £11. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE :  Well,  cateche- 
tical  or  not,  it  was  easy  to  answer  the 
question  by  a  plain  *'yes"  or  **no." 
Upon  estates  exceeding  £500  there  was 
to  be,  it  appeared,  an  increase.  But 
while  they  were  making  a  new  scale,  why 
not  make  it  with  some  care  ?  For  what 
reason  was  an  estate  of  £1,000  or 
£2,000  personalty  to  pay  £3  2«.,  while 
an  estate  of  £10,000  paid  £2  15«.,  and 
an  estate  of  £350,000  only  £2  13#.  6^? 
He  did  not  believe  there  was  any  an- 
swer to  that  question.  It  was  a  proposal 
which  ought  never  to  have  been  made 
without  a  most  careful  explanation  of 
all  its  details :  the  explanation  g^ven 
utterly  failed  to  convey  an  idea  of  its 
details.  On  the  majority  of  the  House 
rested  the  whole  responsibility  in  this 
matter.  If  his  right  hon.  Friend  had 
not  thought  fit  to  compliment  him  by 
an  allusion  to  what  he  said  the  other 
night  elsewhere,  he  would  not  have  de- 
tained the  House  so  long.  He  had  now 
made  a  clean  breast  of  the  matter,  and 
he  thought  he  had  shown  there  were 
solid  objections  to  all  hasty  proceedings 
in  this  matter,  and  to  passing  such  a 
measure  as  the  present  one  without  a 
great  deal  of  careful  consideration.  He 
thought  he  had  laid  before  the  House 
solid  and  good  reasons  to  that  effect ; 
but  he  confessed  he  was  not  sanguine 
enough  to  believe  that  they  had  a  chance 
of  producing  the  smallest  effect. 

Mr.  GEEGORY  thought,  that  if  a 
man  did  not  choose  to  make  a  will,  it  was 
not  unreasonable  to  make  some  differ- 
ence in  the  rate  of  duty  which  had  to 
be  bo  paid  by  his  representatives. 
As  regarded  the  general  question  that 
had  been  raised  of  the  exemption  of 
real  estate  from  probate  duty,  it  must 
bo  remembered  that  landed  property 
was  subject  to  many  stamp  duties  and 
taxes  froni  which  personalty  was  ex- 
em])t,  and,  moreover,  it  bore  the  largest 
amount  of  the  burden  of  the  rates. 
The  Kesolution  ho  proposed  last  year 
was  to  the  effect  that  there  were  in- 
equalities in  the  scale  of  probate  duties, 
and  that,  so  to  speak,  the  steps  in 
the  ladder  were  too  large.  Ho  thought 
it  would  have  been  better  to  levy  a 
duty  of  2}  per  cent  all  round  instead 
of  the  differential  rate  now  proposed. 
He    quite   concurred,  however,  in   the 

2  T-  2 


1001 


Pfohales  of 


[COMMONS! 


mils,  ic  mn. 


1--.2 


propofenl  with  reference  to  the   deduc- 
tion   of   debts.      Ho    ventured   to    lay 
these  considerations  before  the  House, 
and  hoped  that  in  another  Parliament 
the  whole  question  might  be  re-opened. 
Mr.  J.  W.  BAECLAY,  as  one  of  those 
who   had  requested   the   Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  somo  time  ago  to  initiate 
a  reform  in  this  matter,  wished  to  say 
that  this  Bill  appeared  to  him  altogether 
inadequate  to  the  requirements  of  the 
case,  and  ho  could  not  see  what  reason- 
able excuse  there  was  for  not  making 
land  pay  the  same  succession  duty  as 
personal    property.      He    thought    the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been 
much  misled  as  to  the  changes  he  pro- 
posed to  make  by  the  new  adjustment. 
According  to   the  statement  which  he 
had  before  him,  the  duty,  instead  of  be- 
ginning at  a  small  amount  and  increas- 
ing as  it  went  oh  to  large  estates,  was 
very  much  the  reverse  in  its  operation. 
No    doubt,   with   estates  of  £500   and 
under,  there  was  a  certain  amount  of 
saving ;  but  on  £500  and  upwards  the 
charge  advanced  extremely  irregularly. 
Large  estates,  there  could  be  no  ques- 
tion, ought  to  pay  a  larger  percentage 
than   small    ones,   and    he  thought  it 
would  have  been  better  if  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  excepted 
altogether    estates    under    £200.      He 
found  from  a  Hetum  made  to  that  House 
two  3'ears  ago  that  the  sum  levied  on 
estates   under  £300   was    only   £8,S50 
altogether ;  so  that  the  sacrifice  of  He- 
venue  by  exempting  estates  under  £200 
would    not   be   very  great,  whilst   the 
cain    to  the  legatees  would  be  a  great 
boon,   inasmuch  as  the  legal  expenses 
involved  in  the  payment  of  these  duties 
were   generally  us  much  as  the  duties 
themselves.      The  right  hon.   Member 
for  Greenwich  (Mr.  Gladstone)  had  called 
attention  to  the  great  hardship  of  the 
charge  being  imposed   upon  the  gross 
value  of  the  estates,  without  allowing 
any  reduction  for  the  debts  that  might 
have  to  be  paid  out  of  them.     Ho  could 
not  see  why  there  should  be  any  diffi- 
culty  in    carrying  out    the   suggestion 
which  had  been  made  to  allow  the  debts 
to  bo  paid  before  any  part  of  the  sum 
was  distributed  to  the  legatees.     The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's   excuse 
for  not  having  a  fixed  duty  did  not  re- 
commend itself  to  his  (Mr.  J.  W.  Bar- 
clay's) mind.     It  would  be  quite  easy  to 
make  the  probate  duty  payable  in  the  form 

Mr,  Gregory 


of  stamps,  and  on  a  fixed  amouLt 
throughout,  instead  of  by  the  anomalous 
system  which,  it  appeared,  was  still  to 
be  continued.  He  did  not  think  hon. 
Members  realized  what  anomalies  existed 
in  the  Schedule  proposed  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  Takiiif?  an 
estate  of  £400,000,  the  probate  charge 
was  put  at  £1,250.  Now,  anes^tateof 
£499,500  would  not,  according  to  this 
scale,  pay  any  more,  although  if  the 
duty  was  levied  at  the  same  percentage, 
it  would  pay  £2,800  more.  That  ira* 
surely  so  great  an  anomaly  that  eoce 
attempt  should  be  made  to  remedy  it. 
The  present  BiU  did  make  some  im- 
provements on  the  present  system ;  bu: 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  changes  pro- 
posed were  altogether  bo  inconsiderable 
as  compared  with  what  they  ought  to 
be,  or  might  be,  if  the  system  was  to  be 
dealt  with  at  all,  that  he  thought  the 
House  should  refuse  to  accept  this  mea- 
sure at  the  hands  of  the  Govemmeot, 
and  leave  the  new  House  of  Commooi 
to  see  if  it  had  not  sufficient  reformiflg 
force  to  carry  forward  the  scheme 
sketched  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 

Member  for  Ghreenwich^ 

Sir  GEORGE  BOWYER  observed, 
that  the  rijrht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Greenwich  had  taunted  the 
Government,  as  the  farmer's  friendf, 
with  injustice  to  the  farmer  in  their 
dealings  with  him  and  his  landlord,  and 
had  said  that  the  landlord  paid  no  pio- 
bate  duty  on  succeeding  to  land,  while  the 
farmer  nad  to  pay  probate  on  his  stock* 
implements,  and  all  on  his  farm.  The 
answer,  however,  on  that  point  wasthatao 
farmer  ever  took  out  probate  on  stock  Ae. 
— a  fact  that  rendered  the  anomaly  veiy 
trifling.  With  regard  to  the  anomalies 
of  the  Bill,  he  admitted  that  they  existed, 
but  it  was  to  be  remembered  that  no 
kind  of  taxation  was  whoUy  withont 
them.  On  the  whole,  however  he  bad 
no  objection  to  the  Bill,  and  be- 
lieved it  advisable  to  tax  succeaaioB 
rather  than  income.  He  only  hoped 
that  the  change  would  be  moreprofitable 
than  the  Chancellor  of  the  ^JLcheqner 
expected  it  to  be.  He  approved  the 
prudent  course  foUowed  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  not  adding 
to  the  Income  Tax  or  laying  on  nev 
Customs  or  Excise  taxes,  the  effect  of 
which  would  be  to  retard  the  imprors- 
ment  in  trade,  now  on  the  increase.  Iho 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  also  aelid 
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wisely  in  dealing^  with  the  Sinking  Fund. 
Do  what  you  would,  you  could  not  get 
anything  more  out  of  a  Sinking  Fund 
than  you  put  into  it.  If  thoy  could 
aflTord  to  pay  off  Debt,  let  them  do  so ; 
bat  there  was  no  use  in  borrowing  with 
one  hand  to  pay  off  Debt  with  the  other. 

Mr.  CHILDEHS  recommended  to  the 
oonaideration  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Ezoheqner  the  remark  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Baronet  as  to  the  evasion  of  the 
payment  of  the  probate  duty.  Perhaps 
the  hon.  and  learned  Baronet  was  speak- 
ing from  knowledge  of  the  acts  of  some 
of  his  oonstituents.  

Sib  GEORGE  BOWYEB  said,  his  re- 
mark had  no  such  application,  nor  did  he 
apeak  with  reference  to  particular  cases. 

Mr.  CHILDERS  said,  it  struck  him 
aa  an  inconyenience,  though,  perhaps, 
now  it  was  unayoidable,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  discuss  the  Budget  and  the 
details  of  the  probate  duty  at  the  same 
time.  In  respect  to  the  new  scale  of 
probate  duty,  he  believed  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  been  misinstructed 
to  a  much  larger  extent  than  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Gladstone)  had 
pointed  out,  if  he  thought  relief  was 

S*Ten  under  the  new  duties  up  to  the 
nit  of  £2,000.  So  far  from  this,  it 
was  undeniable  that  the  testate  duties 
would  be  increased  in  the  case  of  every 
estate  exceeding  £500,  with  the  single 
exception  of  an  estate  between  £800  and 
£1,000,  where  they  would  remain  as 
now.  Ag^n,  it  would  bo  admitted  by 
nil  who  knew  anytliing  of  the  incidence 
of  the  probate  duty  that  it  was  vorv 
capable  of  being  corrected;  but  this  Bill 
dia  not  correct  it  fully  or  satisfactorily. 
He  thought  the  argument  of  his  right 
hon.  Friend  unanswerable,  that  if  tlioy 
were  dealing  with  the  probate  duties  as 
a  whole  they  should  allow  the  debts  to 
be  deducted  before  probate  was  paid, 
and  that  also  was  the  view  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side.  Ho  had  no 
doubt  that  the  Commissioner.^  of  the  In- 
land Revenue  had  pointed  out  this  great 
blot  in  the  system ;  but,  as  it  would 
affect  the  Revenue  of  the  fiiscul  year, and 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
not  afford  to  do  without  the  money,  he 
omitted  the  necessary  reform.  He  would 
give  one  or  two  figures  in  corroboration 
of  some  of  the  remarks  of  his  right  hon . 
Friend  the  Member  for  Greenwich.  If 
a  landowner  died  possessed  of  real  estate 
of  the  value  of  £10O,U00,  tho  niaxinium 
amount  his  son  ur  sous  wcio  likuly  to 


have  to  pay  in  respect  of  succession  duty 
was  £600 — in  all  probability  it  would  be 
only  £450.  But  if  10  farmers  possessed 
of  £10,000  a-piece  were  to  die,  and  their 
estates  were  to  come  to  their  sons,  they 
would  have  to  pay  £100  each,  or  £1,000 
in  all,  for  succession  duty;  and  in  respect 
of  probate  duty — under  the  scale  hitherto 
in  force — they  would  have  to  pay  £2,000. 
That  was  £3,000,  as  compared  with  £450. 
The  additional  probate  duty  under  the 
Bill  would  be  £750  ;  so  that  while 
£100,000  real  property  paid  at  the 
maximum  £600,  and  might  only  pay 
£450,  £100,000  personal  property  would 
pay  under  the  Bill  £3,750.  Now,  was 
it  reasonable,  when  the  incidence  of 
death  duties  on  personal  as  compared 
with  real  property  was  already  the  sub- 
ject of  so  much  complaint,  to  add  to  the 
grievance  at  such  a  time  and  to  such  a 
serious  extent  ?  It  did  not  follow,  how- 
ever, because  this  proposed  scale  was 
open  to  objection,  that  there  could  not 
be  a  fair  and  proper  re-adjustment  of 
the  present  probate  duties.  Ho  came 
now  to  the  Budget.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  said  the  Budget  was 
one  of  extreme  simplicity ;  and  so,  no 
doubt,  it  was.  It  was  a  simple  matter 
enough  to  abandon  all  former  promises 
to  add  six  years  to  the  three  over  which 
tho  deficit  siuce  1878  was  to  be  spread; 
to  give  up,  practically,  the  Sinking  Fund; 
and  to  force  a  new  tax  through  Parlia- 
ment after  the  announcement  of  a  Dis- 
solution made  opposition  futile.  But 
with  what  a  retrospect  was  the  finance 
of  the  jn-esent  Parliament  now  to  bo  re- 
garded ?  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, when  lie  took  over  the  finances  in 
1874,  held  a  clear  surplus  of  £5,500,000 
or  £6,000,000  a-year.  Out  of  this  he 
gave  away  £2,000,000  to  the  owners  of 
lands  and  houses,  and  remitted  between 
£3,000,000  and  £4,000,000  of  taxes. 
But  what  followed?  A  succession  of 
sanguine  Budgets,  over-estimating  Re- 

'  venue    and    under-estimating    expendi- 

:  ture  ;  heavy  deficits,  increased  taxation, 
and  a  final  deficiency  of  £8,000,000. 
lie  would  prove  this  in  a  ftiw  words. 

!  In  three  out  of  six  Budgets  he  had  over- 
estimated tho  receipts  from  Cubtoms,  in 
five  out  of  six  those  from  Excise,  and  in 
three  out  of  six  tliose  from  ^^taInps.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  each  of  the  six  Bud- 
gets he  had  under-estimated  the  ex- 
penditure ;  in  almost  every  year  irre- 
.spet'tivrly(»f  t  lie  Voles  of  rrrilit.  Betweiii 
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proposed  to  be  raised  by  additional  as  had  been  suggested  to  raise  the  ^c&le 
taxes ;  and  from  this  they  were  now  of  duties  on  personalty.  Tho  ripht  h-^n. 
told  that  no  relief  could  be  expected  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Gre^nwioh 
until  1886.  And  so  with  regard  to  the  (Mr.  Gladstone),  had  dwelt  on  the  way 
Debt.  Even  taking  credit  for  the  capital ;  in  which  the  farmers  of  the  coantnr 
value  on  paper  of  the  Annuities,  it  had  |  would  be  affected  under  tho  Bill,  as  corn- 
increased;  and  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  pared  with  the  landlords ;  but  tho  coin- 
capitals  of  the  Funded  and  Unfunded  ;  parison  was  not  a  fair  one.  and  tht^re 
Debts,  the  only  criterion  dreamt  of  in  !  were,  he  might  add,  practical  difficulties 
former  days,  the  increase  was  about  ;  in  the  way  of  the  adoption  of  such  ■ 
£13,000,000.  And  as  to  the  Sinking  |  percentage  scale  of  dutien  as  had  been 
Fund,  to  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  ^  advocated.  There  would  be  such  an 
Exchequer  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  enormous  quantity  of  stamps  required 
approval  from  some  Gentlemen  on  this  \  throughout  the  country  as  would  render 
side  of  the  House,  where  was  it  ?  It  j  it  impossible  to  carry  out  such  a  plan, 
had  to  a  very  limited  extent  taken  effect  '<  and  in  those  cases  in  which  the  amount 
for  two  years ;  during  the  three  next  it !  of  large  properties  had  to  be  immediatelr 
virtually  ceased  to  operate,  as  the  deficit '  declared  there  would  be  great  difficnltr 
on  each  year  exceeded  its  balance ;  and  <  in  arriving  at  the  exact  amount.     With 


for  the  remainder  of  its  term  of  10  years 
to  1886 — after  which,  on  the  falling  in  of 
the  Terminable  Annuities,  it  would  have 
to  be  entirely  reviewed — it  was  practi- 
cally abandoned.  These  were  plain 
facts,  which  he  left  for  the  consideration 
of  the  House  and  the  country. 

Sib  henry  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  he  was  not  surprised  at  the  attempt 
which  had  been  made  on  this  occasion 
to  make  electioneering  Addressesfounded  \ 


regard  to  the  question  of  debts,  why  did 
not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (\(r. 
Gladstone)  deal  with  that  question  in 
1871,  when  he  dealt  with  the  probata 
duty  ?  No  doubt,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man experienced  the  same  difficulties 
with  which  the  present  Gt>Temment  had 
to  contend, and  which  seemed  insuperable. 
As  to  the  whole  scheme  of  the  Budg«t. 
although  there  were,  no  doubt,  some 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  would  prefer  to  tee 


on  the  statement  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  \  taxation  increased  by  the  GoTemment. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  but !  the  majority  of  the  House  would,  he 
the  House  should  remember  the  circuni-  |  thought,  be  of  opinion  that,  after  a  loof; 


stances  in  which  they  had  been  called 
upon  to  deal  with  the  probate  duties.  It 
would  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Greenwich  (Mr.  Gladstone)  some 
time  ago  proposed  to  alter  the  sucession 
duty,  and  no  one  could  forget  the  debate 
which  took  place,  and  the  points  which 
had  been  raised  on  that  occasion  with 
reference  to  the  different  duties  charged 
on  testate  and  on  intestate  estates, 
and  again  with  respect  to  the  dispropor- 
tion   between   those  charged   on   large 


period  of  depression,  the  moment  at 
which  trade  was  showing  signs  of  revival 
was  not  exactly  the  time  in  which  to  im- 
pose fresh  taxes  on  commodities,  or  to 
make  an  addition  to  the  Income  Tax. 
It  had  been  made  a  complaint  against 
the  Government  that  they  had  added 
largely  to  the  taxation  of  the  country: 
but  it  was  wrong  to  say  that  the  addi- 
tion of  3£^.  to  the  Income  Tax  was  en- 
tirely due  to  their  action.  The  fact  was 
that  the  real  addition  which  they  had 
made  to  it  was  not  more  than  2i.    But, 


properties  and  those  charged  upon  small  on  the  other  hand,  how  great  had  been 
ones.  The  question  had  also  been  the  relief  to  local  taxation  effected  by  the 
brought  under  discussion  last  year,  j  Government!  What  wars  and  difficuitiei 
The  present  Bill,  however,  did  not ;  had  they  not  to  contend  with,  and  that, 
propose  to  deal  with  the  whole  ques-  I  too,  during  a  period  when  the  Bevenoe. 
tion  of  the  succession  duties  on  real  pro- 1  instead  of  increasing  by  bounda  aad 
perty,  but  only  with  the  duties  on  per-  leaps,  had  been  suffering  under  a  de- 
sonal  property.  It  ought  not,  he  thought,  pression  of  trade  and  commerce  whidi 
to  be  forgotten  that  so  far  as  personalty  i  was  almost  without  parallel  in  moden 
was  concerned,  it  was  not  subject  to  the  ,  times !  When  those  drcnmatanoea  wen 
same  amount  of  taxation  as  real  pro- 
perty. All  those  local  charge  which  fell 
upon  real  property  added  so  much  to  the 
burdens  which  it  had  to  bear,  that  it 
could  not  be  justly  said  to  be  so  unfair 

Mr.  ChiUkri 


borne  in  mind,  and  when  it  was  recol- 
lected that  the  taxation  per  head  at  prt- 
sent  was  below  the  point  which  it  aid 
reached  when  the  Oovemment  sneeasded 
to  Office,  the  amount  of  Debt  whidi  hal 
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to  be  met  could  scarcely  with  justice  be 
spoken  of,  particularly  as  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
proposed  to  meet  it  as  constituting  an 
enormous  charge  on  the  public.  The 
■cheme  of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  was, 
he  thought,  the  best  way  of  raising  the 
earn  required,  and  he  looked  with  confi- 
dence to  the  appro7al  by  the  country  of 
the  Budget  as  a  statesmanlike  mode  of 
dealing  with  the  finances  of  the  country 
in  the  preftent  position  of  affairs. 

Mr.  DODSON  said,  ho  did  not  think 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  had  done 
much  to  remo7e  the  criticisms  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Greenwich  (Mr.  Gladstone)  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Fonte- 
fract  (Mr.  Childers).  His  argument 
really  amounted  to  this — if  the  farmer 
were  the  landlord  and  the  landlord  the 
farmer,  their  respective  positions  would 
be  reversed.  Both  he  and  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  spoke  of  the  large 
burdens  which  land  had  to  bear  com- 
pared with  personalty.  But  the  prin- 
cipal complaint  made  was  that  they 
disturbed  the  existing  apportionment 
of  charges,  because,  while  increasing 
the  charge  upon  personalty,  they  in  no 
way  added  to  the  burden  upon  real 
property,  and  that  complaint  remained 
entirely  unaffected  by  what  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  had  said.  Tlie 
scale  again  was  heaviest  in  its  inci- 
dence between  £000  and  £4,000,  and  ho 
failed  to  see  the  justice  of  that.  Why 
should  they  not  have  a  minutely-gra- 
duated scale?  It  would  work  much 
more  fairly  than  the  one  proposed,  with 
its  CTeat  leaps  here  and  there.  As  rc- 
garaed  tlie  question  of  testate  and  in- 
testate estates,  he  thought  the  latter 
might  fairly  be  called  upon  to  pay  more 
than  the  former.  It  was  advisable  that 
people  in  all  cases  should  make  wills. 
If  they  left  the  distribution  of  tlieir  pro- 
perty to  the  law,  he  thought  the  law 
was  fairly  entitled  to  inflict  upon  them 
something  in  the  nature  of  a  fine. 
Speaking  about  the  increase  of  the  coun- 
try's liabilities  under  the  present  Go- 
Temment,  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
foreot  that  since  1876 — a  period  during 
which  the  taxation  of  tlie  country  had 
increased  by  £7,000,000  a-ycar — there 
had  been  no  relief  to  local  rates,  ex(.>ept 
some  £300,000  or  £400,000  a-year  under 
the  Prisons  Act.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  claimed  to  have  reduced  the 


National Debtby  £  1 8, 000, 000.  But,  while 
taking  off  £  1 8,000,000  with  one  hand,  ho 
put  on  an  equal  amount  with  the  other. 
But,  said  he,  the  added  millions  were  re- 
payable Debt,  and,  therefore,  ought  not 
to  count  as  Debt  at  all.  Well,  all  he  (Mr. 
Dodson)  could  say  was,  that  if  that  prin- 
ciple was  to  obtain  in  private  life,  there 
would  be  much  less  private  embarrass- 
ment in  financial  matters  than  there  was. 
The  security  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  obtained  for  his  investments 
was,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  good ;  but  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  not  entitled 
to  say  that  surh  investments  were  not 
Debt  as  regarded  himself  and  his  credi- 
tors. Let  them  take  tlie  case  of  the 
Suez  Canal,  the  shares  in  which  were 
acquired  for  political  purposes.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  hardly  say 
that  the  security  he  had  in  these  Suez 
Canal  shares  was  equal  to  the  security 
which  he  offered  to  the  creditors,  while 
for  the  interest  they  depended  entirely  on 
the  solvency  of  the  Khedive.  The 
ditficultiesof  their  position  were,  in  fact, 
rather  increased  since  the  acquisition  of 
those  shares,  for,  instead  of  having  in 
Ep:ypt  that  ascendency  which  the  Prime 
Minister  said  was  so  desirable  every- 
where for  England,  they  were  the  joint 
protector  of  Egjptwith  one  nation,  and, 
perhaps,  with  several  other  nations,  lie 
pointed  out,  when  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman first  projected  the  new  Sinking 
Fund,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  argu- 
ments advanced  in  its  favour,  it  had  the 
weakness  inherent  in  all  Sinking  Funds, 
however  much  their  conditions  might  be 
varied.  Such  a  fund  was  a  standing 
temptation  to  every  Minister  in  need  to 
put  his  hand  upon  it.  A  Sinking  Fund 
of  a  large  amount,  which  could  be  de- 
pended upon  for  a  long  series  of  years, 
would  bo  an  excellent  thing  for  the  re- 
duction of  Debt,  and  would  htrengthen 
the  credit  of  the  country.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  Sinking  Fund  of  a  small  amount, 
whicli  was  liable  to  bo  seized  upon  at 
tVio  first  moment  when  a  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  in  straits,  was  a  fund 
which,  instead  of  tending  to  strengthen 
tlie  credit  of  the  country,  wns  really  cal- 
culated to  impair  it.  This  Sinking 
Fund  was  a  virtuous  resolution  to  jiro- 
vide  every  year  a  suqilusof  an  uncertain 
amount  for  the  reducii  »n  of  Del  t ;  but 
since  the  establisliment  of  the  Fund,  tivo 
years  ago,  the  Debt  had  increased  by 
£1,000,000.  Consequently,  the  Sinking 
Fund  hud  only  paid  off  a  |»oi  lion  of  tho 
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Debt  by  means  of  borrowed  money.  He 
pointed  out,  at  the  time  when  this  Fund 
was  proposed,  that  the  only  way  of  per- 
manently paying  off  Debt  was  by  means 
of  Terminable  Annuities.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  then  sneered  at 
such  Annuities,  and  spoke  of  his  Sink- 
ing Fund  as  something  which  was  highly 
superior  to  them.  Now,  by  a  most 
strange  Nemesis,  it  had  come  to  pass 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  not  only 
determined  to  sacrifice  the  greater  part 
of  his  Sinking  Fund  to  his  financial  ne- 
cessities ;  but  the  mode  in  which  he  pro- 
posed to  sacrifice  it  was  by  creating 
Terminable  Annuities.  Reverting  to  the 
subject  of  the  new  probate  duty,  he 
might  remark  that  very  great  discre- 
pancies existed  as  to  the  amount  of 
money  it  might  be  expected  to  yield. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
spoken  of  £700,000  a-year,  but  other 
persons  had  put  the  amount  as  high 
as  £1,500,000  a-year.  Perhaps  some 
Member  of  the  Government  would  state 
whether  any  increase  of  the  duty  was 
expected  in  future  years. 

Mr.  J.  G.  HUBBARD  thought  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Greenwich  (Mr. 
Gladstone)  and  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Pontefract  (Mr.  Childers)  bad  made 
a  great  mistake  by  constantly  arguing 
on  the  present  conduct  of  the  finances  in 
regard  to  deficits  and  surpluses,  as  if  no 
step  had  ever  been  taken  by  the  present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  fixed 
on  £28,000,000  to  be  provided,  under 
all  circumstances,  as  the  charge  for 
the  Public  Debt.  This  was  an  ex- 
cessively unfair  way  of  comparing  the  pre- 
sent management  of  their  finances  with 
that  which  preceded  it,  and  of  making 
a  contrast  between  the  present  deficit 
and  the  past  surplus.  That  surplus  was 
obtained  by  a  verj-  crude  and  coarse  ex- 
pedient— namely,  by  under-estimating 
the  Revenue  and  over-rating  the  ex- 
penditure. His  right  hon.  Friend  had 
spoken  of  the  Terminable  Annuity  sys- 
tem, and  he  believed  that  by  that  plan 
there  would  be  a  much  greater  diminu- 
tion of  Debt  than  by  any  other.  He 
was  quite  ready  to  accept  the  figures 
g^ven  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer ;  but  as,  according  to  that  compu- 
tation, the  Debt  had  been  reduced  by 
£18,000,000  within  the  last  six  years,  he 
could  not  justly  describe  the  finances  of 
the  country  as  being  in  an  unsatisfactory 
position.  Passing  next  to  the  Probate 
Bill  that  was  before  the  House,  he  ro- 

J//'.  Dodson 


garded  it  as  unfortunate,  because  it  pr- 
posed  to  destroy  the  present  dirtincrifn 
between  testate  and  intestate  propfrv. 
He  could  not  see  why  that  should  be  d-:>zie. 
and  thought  it  cruel  that  those  who  had 
been  careful  with  their  property  ehouM 
be  punished  in  order  that  the  estate  of  tb« 
careless  might  bo  relieved.  Yet  such, 
he  believed,  would  be  the  effect  of  the 
Bill,  by  throwing  them  both  into  th« 
same  Schedule.  He  objected  aleo  to 
the  very  large  steps  by  which  the  dutr 
was  now  regulated.  They  were  told  of 
administrative  difficulties  in  the  wav  of 
an  ad  valorem  charge,  but  he  saw  none  of 
those  difficulties,  and  did  not  believe  in 
them.  Our  whole  fiscal  system  was  verv 
unscientific  and  unjust ;  and  he  truftted 
the  Government  would  not  press  the  Bill 
forward  in  its  present  form,  but  would 
find  some  means  of  leaving  so  important 
a  subject  open  for  further  consideration 
by  another  Parliament. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUB 
remarked,  that  in  May,  1878,  there  was 
an  important  debate  on   the  probate, 
legacy,  and  succession  duties,  and  several 
hon.  Gentlemen  expressed  a  strong  opi- 
nion with  regard  to  the  injustice  and  in- 
equality of  tne  incidence  of  these  dutie.*. 
particularly  in  respect  to  the  unequal  tax 
raised  from  personal  profits  in  relation 
to  the  much  smaller  rates  levied  on  r^al 
properties  under  the  succession  scale.  He 
expected  that  something  would  be  done 
to  remedy  that  unfair  state  of  things ;  but 
now  they  had  only  a  partial  attempt  to 
do  so,  and  only  in  respect  to  one  of  the 
three  duties — namely,  the  probate ;  and 
the  changes   proposed   were  far  from 
satisfactory,  even  in  respect  thereto. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  wen 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
resumed.  He  thought  the  change  which 
had  been  made  in  abolishing  the  dis- 
tinction between  testate  and  intestate 
|^i*operty  was  a  right  course,  and,  in  do- 
ing so,  it  practicaUy  lowered  the  scale  of 
duties  in  tho  case  of  small  estates,  and 
was  not  only  unobjectionable,  but,  as 
affecting  the  ^K)orer  classes  espedallr, 
most  just  and  proper,  because  in  such 
estates  the  property  was  left  without  a 
will ;  and  as  the  new  scale  was  less  than 
the  old  intestate  scales,  the  incidence  of 
taxation  was  lowered.  The  one  scale 
was  consequently  framed   on  a  much 
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more  simple  plan  than  tlie  double  scale  Of  course,  the  Estimate  made  in  the 
of  the  old  one.  But  there  was  one  great ;  first  instance  was  not  the  real  Estimate 
defect  still  left,  that  of  leirying  the  pro-  j  for  the  3'ear,  but  only  one  of  an  approxi- 
1>ate  duty  on  the  gross  value,  leaving  to  mate  character.  He  found  that  the 
the  parties  interested  to  recover  the  tax  ,  Estimates  of  the  Government,  if  not 
charged  on  the  debts,  a  costly  action  to  ,  looked  into  a  little  more  closely,  were 
the  poor  estates,  because  the  lawyers'  likely  to  deceive.  For  instance,  ho 
fees  often  amounted  to  the  full  sum  i  found  that  the  Estimate  for  1 879-80  was 
sought  to  be  recovered.  This  evil  was  '  stated  as  being  £85,999,871,  and,  no 
not  felt  by  the  large,  only  by  the  small  '  doubt  whatever,  when  the  Supplemen- 
estates.  The  question  of  the  succession  tary  Estimates  were  taken  into  considera- 
daties,  he  hoped,  would  be  dealt  with  by  tion,  those  figures  would  probably  be 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  next  correct.  But  what  was  the  fact  ?  That 
Session ;  for  he  should  have  no  objection  .  which  was  stated  to  be  the  Estimate  for 
to  see  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  1879-80 — namely,  in  round  numbers, 
in  his  place  next  Session,  provided  he  ,  £86,000,000,  was  given  to  the  House  a 
dealt  with  these  unjust  taxes.  There  year  ago,  not  as  £86,000,000,  but  as 
was  no  earthly  reason  why  both  probate  £81,000,000.  That  was  not  only  true 
and  leg^acy  duties  should  not  be  com-  '  with  regard  to  last  year,  but  with  regard 
bined,  and  the  same  rate  of  duty  paid,  '  to  the  year  before.  He  would  take  one 
all  objectionable  features  in  the  scale  or  two  years,  and  show  the  House  what 
being  also  removed.  |  the  facts  really  were.     The  Estimate  in 

Mb.  WADDY  observed,  that  the  de-  ;  1878,  by  which,  of  course,  he  meant  the 
bate,  by  some  means  or  other,  turned  i  financial  3^ear  ending  in  that  year,  was 
from  being  simply  a  discussion  on  the  |  £79,500,000,  but  the  total  actually  spent 

S rebate  question  into  a  kind  of  Budget  was  £82,500,000.  Next  year  the  Esti- 
ebate.  For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  I  mate  was  £81,000,000,  but  the  cxpen- 
mean  to  deal  with  the  probate  question  I  diture  was  £85,000,000.  What  it  would 
as  each,  but  with  the  general  financial  i  turn  out  this  year,  it  was  impossible  to 
question,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  say.  When  they  got  the  total,  he 
of  far  more  importance.  The  position  feared  it  would  bear  a  very  close  resem- 
in  which  the  House  was  now  placed  was  blance  to  former  Estimates.  Well,  the 
that,  while  they  were  considering  the  question  they  had  to  consider  very  much 
Budget  of  1881,   it  was  impossible  to    was,  what  had  been  the  net  result*of  the 


forget  that  they  were  called  on  to  re- 


financial  policy  of  the  Government  dur- 


▼iew  more  or  less  the  general  financial  i  ing  the  time  it  had  been  in  power. 
policy  of  the  Government  during  the  '  Something  had  been  said  that  night  by 
time  it  remained  in  power.  The  initial  i  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  on  that 
difficulty  they  had  to  contend  with,  was  I  point,  and  the  subject  had  been  alluded 
that  with  regard  to  this  year,  at  all  i  to  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
erents,  in  consequence  of  the  precipi- !  and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
tancy  or  haste  in  which  Parliament  was  by  otlK?r  Members  of  the  Government, 
dissolved,  comparatively  in  consequence  at  meetings  held  in  the  country.  Cer- 
of  that,  they  had  not  the  accc^unts  mado  tain  reasons — he  might  call  them  ex- 
up  to  to  the  »'Ust  of  March,  the  end  of'  cases — were  given  for  the  increased  ex- 
the  financial  year,  before  them.  There-  p<mditure  of  the  Government.  Some  of 
fore,  the  materials  on  which  any  calcu-  ,  those  reasons  might  have  had  good  force, 
lations  were  to  be  based,  were,  to  some  but  others  of  them  he  was  surprised  to 
extent,  vague  and  uncertain.  When  iind  proceeding  from  thcTreasury Bench. 
they  wore  called  ou  to  come  to  a  on-  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Sir  Henry 
elusion  there  was  this  difficulty — that  tlie  Selwin-Ibbetson)  told  them  that  the  in- 
Estimates  were  by  no  means  in  accord-  ,  ereii-ing  expenditure  was  to  be  accounted 
anco  with  the  actual  facts.  Documents  for  bv  relief  to  local  taxation,  the  ex- 
had  recently  been  constantly  published,  penses  of  the  war  which  had  occurred, 
and  one  had  been  published  either  on  '  and  the  dilficulties  of  the  Revenue, 
Saturday  last  or  that  morning,  giving  an  wliicii  had  not  come  in  as  formerly  by 
estimate  of  the  charges  on  tlie  Oonsoli-  leaps  and  bounds.  And  that  hon.  Gen- 
dated  Fund  for  the  year.  By  this  docu-  tlenian  would  apply  the  curious  remark 
ment  a  comparisim  was  enabbd  to  be  that,  after  all,  wliat  they  had  to  consider 
made  between  what  was  called  the  l>li-  wa>,  wliat  was  the  taxation  j>er  head  of 
mate  for  the  year  and  the  actual  results,    the  United  Kingdom  ?    But  one  thing 
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which  the  hon.  Gentleman  sometimes 
pleaded  as  an  excuse  was  not  pleaded  by 
him  that  night,  and  that  was — the  addi- 
tional expenses  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
crease of  education  in  tho  country.  Now, 
the  amount  spent  on  education,  and  on 
the  relief  of  local  taxation,  was  not 
drawn  out  and  given  in  anything  like 
connected  form  in  the  pages.  It  was 
not  a  fair  way  to  calculate  these,  to  take, 
as  had  been  done  persistently,  the  last 
year  of  the  last  Government  and  then 
put  against  it  the  last  year  of  this  Go- 
vernment. They  knew  perfectly  well 
that  the  increase  in  these  various  charges 
during  the  last  year  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment was  out  of  proportion  to  the 
sums  spent  in  the  earlier  years  of  their 
Office.  The  fair  way  was  to  consider 
what  had  been  the  expenditure  under 
these  two  heads  during  the  ^vq  years  in 
which  the  late  Government  had  been  in 
Office,  and  the  five  years  in  which  this 
Government  had  been  in  Office ;  but  it 
was  impossible  to  carry  out  the  com- 
parison, because  they  had  not  got  the 
account  before  them.  Nevertheless,  they 
knew  tho  Estimate  fairly  tolerably  for 
the  purpose  of  comparison.  In  making 
this  comparison,  he  had  to  confine 
himself  to  those  things  actually  printed. 
In  the  reference  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  made  to  him  (2klr. 
Waddy),  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  fell  into  tho  mis- 
take of  supposing  that  he  had  for- 
gotten to  take  into  account  **the  ex- 
traordinary expenditure,"  as  it  was 
called,  of  the  present  Government. 
He  could  assure  him  he  was  not 
going  to  leave  that  out  of  his  cal- 
culation. If  anybody  would  take  the 
trouble  to  find  out  what  was  the 
diflforence  between  the  ordinary  and 
the  extraordinary  expenditure  of  this 
Government  and  of  their  Predeces- 
sors during  the  whole  period  of  Office 
down  to  the  time  when  the  accounts 
were  submitted  to  the  House,  they  would 
find  that  the  result  was  what  he  would 
shortly  state.  It  was  difficult,  he  knew, 
to  distinguish  between  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary expenditure.  No  doubt,  it 
might  be  said,  and  with  some  show  of 
justice,  by  the  Ministry — "  "When  there 
has  been  anything  unusual,  yon  ought 
not  to  make  us  account  for  that,  as 
though  it  had  been  a  part  of  the  regular 
outflow  of  our  expenditure."  The  only 
way,  therefore,  as  far  as  any  person 
could  make  a  comparison,  who  desired 

Mr.  Waddy 


to  be  fair  and  conscientious  in  the  matinr. 
was  to  take  all  those  items  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Government  themselves 
had  been  considered   of  sufficient  lie- 
portance,  and  of  so  extraordinary  an  ex- 
penditure as  to  be   dignified    under  a 
separate  head.      The    only  rule  wbioh 
could  be  applied,  and  tho  rule  which  wa« 
fair  to  both  sides,  was  the  rule  to  which 
he  had  referred.     If  that  were  done,  the 
result  would   be  thus — That  if  the  or- 
dinary expenditure  of  the  Qovemmen: 
so  calculated,  and  putting  out  of  qae»- 
tion  the  Suez  Canal  and  everything  ia 
their  Vote  of   Credit    by  way  of  con- 
fidence, and  not  to    be  spent,  and  all 
accounts  of  that  kind,  the  result  wo-il-l 
be  that,  coupling  the  ordinary  expendi- 
ture of  this  Government  with  the  la>t. 
the  present    Government   had   actually 
spent  £38,750,000  more  than  their  Pre- 
decessors.    Now,  he   would   endeavour 
to  see  what  deductions  he  could  mak« 
out  of  that;  and  he  believed,  if  those 
deductions  were  fairly  made,    the  ca«e 
would  stand  thus — Take  the  question  of 
local  charges  transferred  to  Imperial  Ee- 
venue,   prisons,    police,    and    lunatics; 
and  take,  on  the  other  hand,  the  extra 
expenses  for  education.     Take  the  Edu- 
cation Vote,  and  add  together,  and  the 
difi^erence  would  be,  that  this  Govern- 
ment had  spent,  during  their  tenure  of 
Office,   £5,290,000    in  round    numben 
more    than  the  last    Govern ment  dil. 
Then,  with  regard  to  the  local  char,;o.s. 
they    would    amount     to     more    than 
£4,820,000  ;  consequently,  there  was  a 
total  of  £10,112,000.     But  it  had  been 
said — *'  You  must  take  into  account  that 
we  have  met  re-payable  loans  ;  we  har« 
been  advancing  money  to  local  bodies, 
and  that  will  involve  further  expendi- 
ture."   That  was  perfectly  true.    Those 
loans  did  not  conio  into  the  account  at 
all,  for  in  the  balance  sheet  the  prin- 
cipal was  not    included,  although  the 
interest  was  included.      But  if  all  the 
deductions  claimed  by  the  Government 
were  admitted,  they  would  amount  only 
to    £11,500,000.     which,    if    deducted 
from  the   £38,750,000,  left,  practicallj, 
£27,250,000  of  extra  expenditure.   For 
that  amount  of  money,  which  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  ^uttional  Debt,  and 
which  did  not  include  the  Yote  of  C^it 
for  the  Maltese  troops,  or  the  Zulu  War, 
not  one  single  penny  was  on  account  of 
the  "extraordinary  expenditure"  he  had 
mentioned.    If  that  were  so,  what  wu 
the  excuse  for  the  £97,360|000  of  estit 
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expenditure  in  which  the  country  had 
been  involved,  and  which  amounted  to 
nearly  £5,500,000  per  annum  ever  sinco 
the  present  Government  came  into 
power?  But  it  was  sometimes  said 
that  there  had  been  war  expenditure 
which  had  not  come  out  as  a  separate 
item,  and  more  money  had  been  spent 
on  the  Army  and  Navy  than  was  antici- 
pated. The  Government  wore  entitled 
to  take  credit  for  that  in  thoir  calcula- 
tions; but  the  excuse  cut  both  ways. 
Another  excuse  was,  that  we  should  con- 
sider the  difficulties  of  the  Government 
in  regard  to  the  Revenue.  The  deficiency 
of  Revenue,  not  coming  in  by  bounds  and 
leaps,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion, for  the  House  were  talking,  not 
about  Revenue,  but  expenditure.  Then 
came  the  amazingly  foolish  excuse, 
"But  you  should  consider  what  has 
been  the  taxation  per  head."  But  the 
taxation  of  the  country  was  not  a  test  of 
expenditure  or  extravagance.  He  pro- 
tested against  the  cry — **  Oh,  see  what  a 
much  better  Government  this  is  for  the 
country,  for  we  have  actually  taxed  you 
less  than  the  last  one  did." 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  wore 
not  present ;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  WADDY,  continuing,  said,  the 
argument  as  to  the  amount  of  taxation 
per  head  was  about  as  fallacious  as  any- 
thing could  be.  The  question  for  con- 
sideration was,  what  amount  of  money 
had  been  paid.  The  other  night,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  reduced 
the  nominal  amount  of  the  Floating 
Debt  by  referriug  to  the  loans  for  public 
works  which  had  been  carried  out  more 
extensively  by  the  present  Government 
than  the  last ;  and  by  the  courtesy  of  tho 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  he  held  in  his 
hand  an  account  of  the  amounts  so 
spent,  which  account  he  should  pro- 
pose to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tlie 
House.  There  was  no  account  for 
1979-80,  because  it  was  not  yet  made 
np ;  but  the  sums  borrowed  by  the  (ro- 
Temment  during  the  preceding  five 
years  amounted  to  £r2,'lt)0,000  ;  but  of 
that  they  had  repaid  to  them  £4,78r,000. 
exclusive  of  interest.  That  made  tlmir 
real  outlay  under  this  head  £7,078,901. 
But  what  was  the  amount  uf  the  total 
increase  of  tlie  Floating  Debt  in  the 
same  five  years  to  which  he  relorrod  ? 


The  Floating  Debt  had  increased  to 
£21,390,000.  Therefore,  allowing  the 
deductions  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  thought  should  be  made, 
there  was  still  an  increase  to  the  Float- 
ing Debt  of  £13,711,596.  The  Govern- 
ment could  not  point  to  any  reduction  of 
the  National  Debt  that  was  originated 
by  them  apart  from  their  Sinking  Fund, 
which  they  had  now  slaughtered.  The 
present  Government  had  increased  the 
Floating  Debt  by  £13,711,000  ;  the  late 
Government  decreased  it  by  £4,415,000 ; 
there  being  thus  a  difference  of  about 
£18,000,000  on  the  whole,  after  the  de- 
ductions had  been  made  which  were 
claimed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  City  of  London  (Mr.  Hubbard)  had 
asserted  that  the  surpluses  of  the  late 
Government  were  made  by  wild  Estimates, 
and  by  their  asking  for  too  much.  This 
statement  was  inaccurate.  The  late  Go- 
vernment steadily  diminished  the  Income 
Tax,  but  the  present  Government  had 
steadily  increased  it ;  and  the  result  of 
five  years'  Administration  showed  that, 
whereas  the  late  Government  decreased 
taxation  by  £  12,500,000,  the  present  Go- 
vernmenthad  increased  it  by  £1,250,000, 
without  taking  into  account  the  diminu- 
tion of  taxation  which  was  consequent 
on  the  surplus  left  to  them  when  they 
came  into  Olfioe.  Then,  again,  it  had 
boon  said  that  there  was  a  large  diminu- 
tion in  the  National  Debt  in  the  years 
1876  and  1879;  but  the  fact  was,  that 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  former 
year  of  £521,000,  and  in  1879  of 
£297,000.  In  five  yearrt  the  late  Govern- 
ment donreased  tho  National  Debt  by 
£26,000,000  ;  but  the  present  Govern- 
ment, after  giving  them  credit  for 
everything,  had  decreased  it  only  to  the 
extent  of  £  1 ,000,000.  According  to  the 
statement  of  the  Chancellor  of  tho  Ex- 
chequer, the  Government  wore  entitled 
to  an  additional  decrease  of  £7,7t'^0,000  ; 
but  still  the  result  was  only  £9.000,000, 
as  against  £26,000,000.  Matters  would 
be  worse  still  if  otlier  figures  wore  taken 
into  account;  but,  unfortunately,  the  House 
could  not  obtain  tho  figures,  and  they 
would  be  unal>le  to  get  them  during  the 
lifo  of  the  present  Oovt^mment.  They 
were  told  tlie  other  night  that  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Zulu  War  was  £5,100,000  ; 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
accounts  of  the  Abyssinian  War  were 
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not  yet  closed.  Therefore,  it  was  only 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  during  the 
next  two  or  three  years  accounts  would 
come  in  which  would  raise  the  expense 
of  the  Zulu  "War  to  a  very  serious 
amount.  Then,  again,  did  anyone  know 
what  the  expense  of  the  Afghan  War 
would  be?  Was  it  to  be  £10,000,000 
or  £20,000,000  ?  If  so,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve there  was  a  Member  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  who  thought  the 
people  of  India  could  or  would  bear  it ; 
and  this  he  knew,  that  it  would  be  an 
unjust  and  iniquitous  thing  to  seek  to 
impose  it  on  them.  On  all  these  grounds, 
and  because  the  financial  course  of  the 
Government  had  led  to  deficits  instead 
of  surpluses,  to  the  great  increase,  in- 
stead of  the  great  diminution  of  Debt, 
ho  charged  them  with  extravagance  in 
the  face  of  the  country. 

Mr.  CHADWICK  said,  he  would  not 
follow  the  last  speaker  in  charging  Her 
Majesty's  Government  at  random  with 
extravagance.  When  the  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  proposed,  many 
years  ago,  to  put  aside  a  sum  of  £800,000 
a-year  for  the  reduction  of  the  National 
Debt,  he  regarded  the  proposal  as  a  wise 
and  proper  one,  and  he  hoped  that  whoever 
held  that  high  office  would  set  it  before 
him  to  make  provision  for  a  permanent, 
settled,  annual  reduction  of  Debt.  He 
was  auditor  of  several  companies  having 
a  capital  of  £50,000,000,  and  if  the 
managers  of  those  institutions  did  not 
allow  for  depreciation  in  bad  times  he 
should  not  certify  their  accounts  as  cor- 
rect, lie  looked  on  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  as  the  auditor  of  the  nation. 
After  12  years'  Parliamentary  experi- 
ence, and  having  looked  over  the  Budgets 
of  the  last  25  years,  he  was  bound  to 
say  that  no  ChanooUor  of  the  Exchequer, 
with  the  exception  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Greenwich 
^^[^.  Gladstone),  had  ever  placed  before 
the  Houise  and  the  country  clearer  and 
more  complete  statements  as  to  thoir 
tinanoial  atfairs  and  poMtiou  than  tlie 
present  Chancellor  ot  tiie  Kxduquvr 
had.  Therefore,  it  was  the  policy  ot  the 
Government,  and  not  with  the  oxposiition 
of  its  dnani'ial  results,  that  he  quarrelled. 
He  hoped  the  Govornuiont  would  take 
A\arniug  by  the^roat  expenditure  of  the 
last  four  Years,  and  that,  if  thov  con- 
tinui\l  to  hold  i'^lUoe.  tho^v  would  lome 
baok  with  "peaie.  retn-iuhmeut.  and 
v^toiiii  **  i;pon  tl-.oir  lip<.   With  ie>iv^:  i;i 

A'  .  /r.  ;• 


the  probate  duties,  the  scale  of  diff^rre-- 
tial  duties  proposed  constituted  a  per- 
fect labyrinth  of  figures.  He  would 
venture  to  make  a  practical  suggestion 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  which,  if 
adopted,  would  reduce  the  scale  to  fire 
linos,  and  would  have  the  further  adva::- 
tages  of  securing  an  increased  Revenu*:-. 
He  would  suggest  a  charge  of  1  p^T 
cent  on  any  amount  of  personalty  c  >: 
exceeding  £500,  1 J  per  cent,  on  the  n«: 
scale  up  to  £1,500,  2  per  cent  up  to 
£10,000,  2^  per  cent  up  to  £20,000,  aui 
3  per  cent  on  all  sums  above  that 
amount.  These  scales  would  be  felt  Vj 
be  unjust  to  no  one,  and  would  be  readily 
understood  by  every  one.  For  his  part, 
however,  he  believed  that  the  proi)ate 
duty  should  be  incorporated  with  th'.' 
legacy  duty,  and  be  paid  by  the  persou 
who  received  a  gift  from  a  deceased 
party.  Who  was  there  so  capable  of 
bearing  the  taxation  as  such  a  person  ? 
For  he  received  property  for  vniich  ho 
had  never  worked,  or  money  which  he 
had  never  earned.  He  would  support 
the  Bill,  because  it  was  a  step  in  the 
right  direction — a  step  in  the  way  of 
simplifying  that  whicn  was  at  present 
extremely  complicated. 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  tub  EXCHE- 

QUER  said,  he  was  aware  that  he  had 

no  right  to  address  the  House  again. 

although  he  might  take  advantage  of 

one  of  the  following  Orders  to  say  a  fev 

words  in  reply.     It  would,  however,  be 

j  more  convenient  if,  by  the  favour  of  the 

I  House,  he  were  allowed  to  say  what  he 

I  thought    was    necessaxy  to  lay  before 

!  them.      He  would   not  enter  in  detail 

,  into  a  great  deal  of  the  discnasion  thej 

had  listened  to,  andpartly  for  thiareaaon, 

'  that  many  of  those  who  had  taken  a 

I  leading  part  in  it,  after  firing  their  shot, 

i  had  left  the  House.     He  must  remark, 

'  however,  in  regard  to  one  charge  which 

the  right  hon.  Member  for  Greenwich 

^Mr.  Gladstone),  who  was  now  absent, 

had  made  against  him,  that,  ao  far  from 

having  introduced  a  new  practice  in  es^ 

timatiug  the  reduction  of  the  Debt  by 

tlie  action  of  the  Terminable  Annuities, 

he  was  only  following  a  practice  of  which 

the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  set  a 

notable  example  in  1865,  when  he  airifad 

at  exactly  the  same  amount  of  reduction 

thus  effected  as  himaelf  (the  Chancellor 

of  the  Exchetiuer)  upon  the  present  oc* 

lasiiin.     The  lion,  and  learned  Member 

tor  Saoflit  Id  ,Mr.  Waddy)  said—"  Tott 
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haye  no  rieht  to  claim  any  credit  for 
these  Terminable  Annuities ;  the  credit 
belongs  to  your  Predecessors."  Well, 
that  was  perfectly  true ;  to  a  great  ex- 
tent Terminable  Annuities  were  com- 
menced by  their  Predecessors  ;  but  the 
present  Government  provided  some  also. 
Besides,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
that  was  nothing  in  itself,  unless  they 
provided  something  to  meet  the  charge. 
All  he  could  say  was,  that  they  had  en- 
deavoured to  provide  means  for  carrying 
on  the  operation.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Chester  (Mr. 
Dodson)  laughed  at  the  fate  of  the  new 
Sinldne  Fund.  He  did  not  altogether 
admit  me  justice  of  the  remarks  of  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Chester,  and  he 
was  anxious  that  the  House  should  not 
misanderstand  what  had  really  been 
done.  He  did  not  propose  to  extinguish 
the  Fund.  Not  at  all ;  he  proposed  to 
make  use  of  a  portion  of  it  for  a  par- 
ticular purpose  for  a  certain  number  of 
years.  He  quite  admitted  that  that  was 
•o  far  in  derogation  of  what  was  done 
in  1875;  but,  at  that  time,  he  did  not 
expect  that  any  new  Debt  would  bo 
adaed  on  which  this  Fund  was  to  operate. 
He  entirely  demurred  to  the  idea  that 
he  had  departed  from  his  original  in- 
tention, which  was  to  set  apart  a  fixed 
sum  to  pay  interest  and  relieve  a  portion 
of  the  principal  of  the  Debt.  Besides 
the  reduction  which  had  been  made 
since  1875,  they  had  provided  a  Fund 
which,  he  was  thankful  to  bo  able  to 
say,  could  be  made  of  use  at  a  critienl 
moment  like  the  present.  The  whole 
thing  turned  upon  this — "Was  it  justi- 
fiable to  add  £6,000,000  to  the  capital  of 
the  Debt  ?  Under  the  old  system  that 
would  have  been  added  at  once  to  the 
Debt,  and  it  would  have  been  thought 
a  proper  arrangement.  He  had  en- 
deayoured,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  treat 
it  by  renewing  Exchequer  Bonds,  and 
by  paying  them  off — or  hoping  to  ]>ay 
them  off — as  surpluses  arose.  Ho  had 
been  twitted  with  maintaining  this  in- 
convenient arrangement,  by  wliicli  the 
deficiencies  were  dangled  before  tlie 
country,  and  the  Government  felt  tliero 
was  some  force  in  that,  more  hecnupo  so 
much  was  made  of  it,  than  bocauso  it 
was  inconvenient  to  anyone.  Tlio  (to- 
vemment,  however,  felt  tliat  it  would  be 
better  some  arrangement  should  be  made 
for  the  Debt,  and  the  arrangement  lind 
been  made  by  which  it  took  precedence 


of  all  other  obligations.  They  would 
be  bound  to  provide  in  five  years  for  the 
sum  of  £28,800,000,  which  would  ex- 
tinguish the  Debt  of  £6,000,000,  and 
perform  such  other  services  as  it  was  pos- 
sible for  it  to  perform.  He  did  not  for  a 
moment  extinguish  the  new  Sinking 
Fund  by  this  arrangement.  Supposing 
there  was  the  surplus  which  they  hoped 
for,  that  surplus  would,  in  the  first  place, 
be  applied  to  tho  payment  of  Annuities, 
and  the  Sinking  Fund  might  be  as  largo 
or  larger  than  in  former  years.  The 
Sinking  Fund  would  go  on  all  the  while. 
It  was  only  fixed  at  a  higher  sum  in 
consideration  of  the  Debt  to  be  re- 
deemed by  it  being  increased  by  these 
£6,000,000.  He,  again,  entirely  dis- 
puted the  idea  that  he  put  an  end  to  the 
arrangement  made  at  the  creation  of  the 
new  Sinking  Fund.  He  admitted  it 
was  put  to  a  use  somewhat  beyond 
that  which  was  contemplated  when  the 
Fund  was  created.  He  was  satisfied 
the  arrangement  was  one  of  the  most 
reasonable  that  could  be  submitted,  un- 
less they  increased  taxation.  That  was 
the  alternative,  and  he  did  not  think 
they  would  be  at  all  justified,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  affairs,  in  increasing  taxa- 
tion. They  were  only  just  beginning  to 
recover  from  a  period  of  depression  and 
suflering  in  trade,  and  they  could  hardly 
say  that  tliey  were  sure  the  country  had 
recovered  from  corresponding  depression 
in  agriculture.  At  such  a  moment  as 
that  it  was  not  desirable  that  they  should 
increase  the  burdens  of  the  country. 
They  were  told  to  recollect  what  Sir 
Kobert  Peel  did  in  1842.  Sir  Robert 
Peel  put  on  the  Income  Tax;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  took  off  a 
great  number  of  duties,  relieving  what 
were  called  the  springs  of  industry. 
But  the  country  was  blessed  with  a  good 
harvest  when  those  springs  took  place ; 
and  if  they  were  to  attempt  now  to  in- 
crease tho  Kevenue  by  putting  on  heavier 
burdens, tliey  would  accomplish,  not  what 
Sir  Pobert  IN'el  accomplished,  but  somo- 
tliiiig  olsf.  Now,  with  regard  to  expen- 
diture, tho  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
»Sh(llL«'ld  'Mr.  AVaddy)  took  great  pains 
in  givin;^  tluni  an  ingenious  calculation; 
hut  hn  hoped  tho  \\ui\.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber would  not  l»o  a!rr<)ntod  when  he  said 
that  this  cnloulMtion  roniindod  him  very 
much  of  tho  equally  oxtraordinary  calcu- 
lations made  with  r(»f<.'rouro  to  the  Liver- 
pool election — calculations  which  showed 
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that  if  the  figures  were  properly  ana- 
lyzed, the  side  which  had  not  won  the 
seat  was  the  side  which  had  really 
gained.  It  was  hopeless  to  follow  step 
by  step  calculations  of  that  kind.  That 
there  had  been  an  increase  of  expendi- 
ture under  the  present  Government  was 
a  matter  which  nobody  would  deny. 
That  there  had  been  a  failure  of  the 
Heyenue  was  a  fact  which,  alas !  he  was 
unable  to  dispute.  There  was  no  doubt, 
for  some  reason  or  other,  which  he  need 
not  now  inquire  into,  the  sources  of  He- 
venue  had  not  been  so  fertile  as  in  former 
years,  and  that,  with  the  increase  of  ex- 
penditure, had  naturally  led  to  an  un- 
fortunate result,  and  to  a  greater  amount 
of  deficits  than  in  former  years.  All 
that  was  perfectly  clear ;  but  what  had 
been  the  cause?  That  was  the  great 
question — had  the  increased  expendi- 
ture been  incurred  for  purposes  worth 
incurring  it  for  or  not  ?  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  excluded  all  the  expen- 
diture that  related  to  extraordinary  ser- 
vices— war  services,  and  matters  of  that 
class ;  and  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
had  certainly  treated  a  good  deal  as  ordi- 
nary expenditure  which  was  in  reality 
extraordinary  expenditure.  No  doubt, 
the  Government  had  incurred  extraordi- 
nary expenditure  for  purposes  which 
they  believed  the  country  would  ap- 
prove, and  those  purposes  could  not  have 
been  attained  at  smaller  cost.  It  was 
very  unfair  to  take  such  an  item  as  Edu- 
cation, and  to  compare  five  years  of  the 
expenditure  of  this  Government  with 
five  years  of  their  Predecessors*.  The 
measure  which  involved  the  addition  was 
the  measure  of  their  Predecessors,  and 
they  were,  therefore,  responsible  for  a 
system  the  very  success  of  which  must 
lead  to  increased  expenditure.  It  was 
admittedly  a  good  object,  and  it  was 
worth  while  that  the  expenditure  should 
be  incurred ;  but  having  claimed  the 
credit  of  the  measure,  they  had  no  right 
to  turn  round  and  complain  of  the  in- 
creasing expenditure,  which  was  the 
effect  of  their  policy,  to  which  the  pre- 
sent Government  was  obliged  to  give 
effect.  The  unfairness  of  the  comparison 
made  was  still  further  evident  when  it 
was  remembered  that  the  measure  was 
passed  in  the  second  year  of  the  last 
Parliament,  and  only  came  into  opera- 
tion in  the  third,  and  was  gradually  de- 
veloped ;  while  in  the  five  years  of  this 
Government,  the  measure  had  been  in 

The  Chancellor  of  th$  Exchequer 


fally-developed  operation.  There  vere 
many  other  things  that  ought  to  be  ex- 
plained in  the  same  way.  By  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  increase  in  local 
loans  arose  from  measures  taken  bj 
their  Predecessors.  They  instituted 
these  loans  for  education  and  for  sani- 
tary purposes,  and  these  loans  had  gra- 
dually assumed  almost  gigantic  propor- 
tions. It  was  rather  hard  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  be  charged  with  extrt- 
vagance  under  these  circumstancet. 
There  were  other  sources  of  expendi- 
ture the  increase  of  which  was  inevit- 
able. For  instance,  it  was  necessary  to 
raise  the  pay  of  the  soldier;  with  in- 
creasing wag^s  it  was  impossible  to  ob- 
tain the  men  they  formerly  did.  Were 
not  the  Government  compelled  to  make 
that  addition  to  their  expenditure? 
These  were  only  specimens  of  the 
charges  that  had  been  thrown  upon 
them,  and  which  must  hare  been  throvn 
on  any  Government.  It  was  altogether 
unfair  to  draw  the  sort  of  compariiOB 
which  had  been  instituted.  The  prin- 
ciples of  the  Bill  had  not  been  injured 
by  the  discussion.  He  quite  admitted 
that  there  was  a  good  deal  to  be  said 
against  large  jumps  on  a  scale  of  this 
kind.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  do  that  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  Macclesfield  (Mr.  Chadwick)  wished 
them  to  do — to  have  a  percentage  scale. 
The  arguments  as  to  the  great  adran- 
tage  of  collecting  Bevenue  by  stamps 
were  arguments  it  was  impossible  to  ig* 
nore,  and  that  involved  the  difficulty  of 
keeping  large  stocks  of  all  sorts  snd 
sizes  in  many  parts  of  the  country. 
Still,  the  matter  was  one  which  might 
very  well  be  kept  under  consideration, 
and,  if  it  should  be  found  possible  to 
get  over  the  difficulties  about  the  stamps, 
there  would  be  no  objection  in  principle 
to  the  adoption  of  the  system  advocated. 
That  matter  had  been  carefully  consi- 
dered by  gentlemen  of  experience,  with- 
out prejudice,  and  the  conclusion  it 
which  they  arrived  was  embodied  in  the 
Bill.  He  did  not  say  it  was  impossible 
to  make  an  improvement;  but  he  did 
not  at  present  see  any  reason  why  they 
should  not  adopt  this  scale.  He  did  not 
at  all  commit  himself  in  the  answer  he 
gave  with  reference  to  testate  and  intes- 
tate estates;  he  distinctly  said  he  did 
not  wish  to  pledge  himself  until  he  had 
given  the  matter  further  considentioo. 
and  it  showed  that  hon.  Oentleniea  wsit 
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tressed  when  they  tortured  such  an 
mt  answer  into  an  argument  against 
Se  was  surprised  at  the  arguments 
B^  from  the  Colleagues  of  the  right 
f emher  for  the  University  of  Lon- 
ifr.  Lowe),  who,  when  he  brought 
rd  his  scale,  made  a  great  point  of 
away  with  the  difference  between 
)  and  intestate  estates ;  but,  of 
>hon.  Gentlemen  were  not  bound  to 
sistent  in  Opposition.  He  could  not 
that  there  was  any  reason  in  what 
illed  the  obligation  of  persons  to 
a  will,  to  give  those  who  made  one 
emption  from  the  duty  that  was 
)d  upon  them  if  they  did  not  make 
llie  amount  of  the  additions  on 
estates  had  been  very  much  over- 
Taking  the  whole  scale,  the  ad- 
)  were  infinitesimal  up  to  £2,000. 
icies  generally  occurred  with  small 
I,  and  in  these  there  was  a  very 
erable  reduction.  There  was  a 
reduction  on  the  intestacies  and 
he  small  estates.  It  was  just  the 
iS  with  small  estates  who  did  not 
•  incur  the  expense  and  trouble  of 
g  wills.  By  far  the  larger  num- 
the  wills  that  were  relieved  were 
of  very  small  amount.  The  dis- 
a  had  been  to  him  very  satisfac- 
Be  had  almost  expected  a  terrible, 
I  storm,  when  the  whole  finance  of 
»vemment  was  brought  under  ro- 

but  it  was  a  satisfaction  and  relief 

that  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
lad  been  made  the  subject  of  ordi- 
riticism,  and  that  the  thunderbolts 
led  by  gentlemen  of  great  autho- 

distant  parts  of  the  country  were 
d  to  very  diminutive  proportions 
House,  where  answers  might  have 
^ven.  Looking  at  the  finances  of 
»vemment  as  a  whole,  he  believed 
mntry  would  not  say  they  were 

to  the  charges  that  had  been 
lit  against  them.  It  would  un- 
Mily  be  said  that  they  had  fallen 
)vil  times  in  regard  to  the  Revenue 
ad  received  and  the  elasticity  of 
urces  of  Revenue.  Undoubtedly, 
ad  had  cast  upon  them  the  neces- 

making  provision  for  a  large  ex- 
ure,  some  of  it  of  an  entirely  ex- 
lal  character,  and  much  of  it  of  a 
ter  which  was  perfectly  inevitable. 
lad  endeavoured  to  meet  that  ex- 
ure  fairly,  and  to  meet  it  by  cast- 
e  smallest  possible  burden  upon 
)ople  of  the  country.     They  had 


been  fortunate  enough  to  succeed  in 
carrying  on  their  years  of  administra- 
tion in  such  a  way  as  to  leave  the  coun- 
try not  poorer  at  the  end  than  at  the 
beginning,  not  more  heavily  taxed  at  the 
end  than  at  the  beginning,  and  with  an 
amount  of  Debt  not  more,  but  less,  than 
at  the  beginning,  and  had  accomplished, 
as  they  believed,  services  which  would 
be  of  material  and  permanent  value  to 
the  country. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  believed  that  there 
were  several  very  serious  objections  from 
a  legal  point  of  view  to  the  Bill,  and  in 
particular  to  the  2nd  and  drd  clauses. 
If,  as  he  had  been  told,  the  legal  Pro- 
fession regarded  the  measure  as  unwork- 
able, as  it  certainly  seemed  to  be  in  the 
caseofpersons  dying  abroad,  their  doubts 
deserved  every  possible  consideration. 
He  himself  had  a  great  dislike  to  some 
of  the  main  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and 
most  of  all  to  the  method  of  raising 
money  by  means  of  stamps.  It  seemed 
to  him  absolutely  unfair  that  while  the 
stamp  for  sums  varying  between  £1,000 
and  £1,600  should  be  £31,  no  less  than 
£44  should  be  payable  as  soon  as  the 
£1,500  limit  was  exceeded.  In  like 
manner  an  equally  unjust  increase  was 
imposed  at  every  step.  At  some  future 
time  he  hoped  it  might  be  possible  to 
give  up  that  system,  and  to  raise  the 
necessary  money  by  a  proportionate  per- 
centage. With  regard  to  the  Sinking 
Fund,  tlie  right  hon.  GentlemrcU  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  attempted 
to  defend  his  policy  by  sajing  that  he  had 
not  extinguished,  but  reduced  the  Fund. 
Now,  ho  recollected  the  year  1875,  in 
which  that  Fund  was  instituted,  and  in 
the  debate  on  that  occasion  he  had  told 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  a 
Fund  so  constituted  would  not  last,  but 
would  be  used  by  the  first  Finance  Min- 
ister who  found  himself  in  a  difficulty ; 
but  he  had  certainly  not  foreseen  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would 
himself,  like  Saturn,  have  to  devour  his 
own  oll'spring.  Ho  had  thought  failure 
evident  and  unavoidable  from  the  first ; 
but  he  did  not  think  it  was  equally  clear 
that  the  Fund  would  some  day  bo  made 
up  again.  No  doubt,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  been  reduced  to  great  straits, 
of  wliicli  he  would  only  give  one  instance 
— the  fact,  namely,  that  in  1876,  power 
had  been  taken  to  raise  certain  taxes, 
which,  however,  had  never  been  raised 
till  the  year  1 880,  when,  by  virtue  of  a 
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Treasury  Minute,  a  Customs  duty  of  Zd. 
per  pound  had  been  put  on  transparent 
soap.  By  such  and  similar  means,  by 
postponing  taxation,  and  by  Terminable 
Annuities,  to  which,  however,  he  had  no 
objection  in  a  general  way,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  succeeded  in  slightly  rais- 
ing the  Eevenue.  He  fully  understood  the 
difficulty  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  been  placed,  and  the  shifts  to 
which  he  had  had  recourse,  and  he  found 
in  them  an  explanation  of  the  fact  that 
the  cost  of  the  Afghan  War  had  not  been 
mentioned  in  the  Budget.  The  state  of 
the  case  was  abundantly  clear — the  Go- 
vemment,  knowing  that  the  time  was 
most  inopportune  for  the  imposition  of 
new  taxes,  had  been  compelled  to  argue 
that  India  could,  by  herself,  pay  the 
whole  expense  of  the  war,  although 
many  Members  of  the  Cabinet  had,  on 
one  occasion  or  another,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  war  was  an  Imperial  one. 
Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  thought 
it  unfortunate  that  the  question  of  the 
alteration  of  the  probate  duties  should 
haye  been  merged  in  a  general  discus- 
sion on  the  Budget.  In  dealing  with 
the  proposed  change,  the  House  had 
before  it  a  topic  of  such  great  import- 
ance that  it  might  very  well  have  de- 
voted an  evening  exclusively  to  its  con- 
sideration. With  regard  to  the  change 
introduced  by  this  Bill,  there  were  two 
questions  to  be  considered — first,  the  re- 
adjustment of  the  rat« ;  and,  secondly, 
the  increase  of  taxation.  He  entirely 
approved  the  re- adjustment  of  the  rate. 
It  was  a  great  improvement,  and  would 
go  far  to  remedy  a  great  inequality 
which  had  been  allowed  too  long  to 
exist.  The  first  part  of  the  proposal  of 
Government  gave  him  the  gi*eatest 
satisfaction.  It  would  give  very  con- 
siderable relief,  in  the  case  of  small 
estates  under  £500.  It  was  wrong  to 
tax  the  prudence  and  the  small  savingrs 
of  the  poorer  classes.  Entire  relief  was 
to  be  given  where  the  property  was 
under  £100,  and  ho  thought  the  Chan- 
ct»ll(>r  of  the  Exchetiuer  would  have  done 
well  to  extend  the  exemption  to  £200. 
The  ro-adjustment  of  the  rate  did  not 
necessarily  involve  the  increase  of  taxa- 
tion  :  but  if  taxation  must  bo  increased, 
it  was  just  to  tax  property.  The  ques- 
tion, however,  an>se  whether  one  species 
of  property  alone  should  bo  taxed.  Tiie 
fact  was.  that  while  the  tax  upon  real 
property  amounted  to  1  per  cent  of  the 


annual  income,  or  2}  J.  in  the  pound,  tie 
amount  falling  upon  personal  propertj 
under  the  BiU  would  be  3^  per  cent,  or 
from  9d,  to  d^d.  in  the  pound.  It  w 
said  that,  on  the  other  hand,  rates  fell 
upon  real  rather  than  personal  propertv. 
The  rates  upon  houses  were  very  heAvr ; 
but  the  real  answer  to  the  objection  was 
that  the  rates  falling  upon  landed  property 
were  but  a  substitute,  and  a  Bmall  one. 
for  the  feudal  burdens  which  fell  for- 
merly upon  land.  Of  late  years,  too, 
under  the  administration  of  the  present 
Government,  land  had  been  considerably 
relieved  from  rates.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  financial  reasons  had  great  weight 
with  Her  Majesty's  Advisers  in  inducing 
them  to  dissolve  Parliament  in  bo  sadden 
a  manner.  In  the  Budget  there  was  no 
provision  whatever  for  the  expense 
which  must  necessarily  be  incurred  in 
South  Africa  in  the  coming  year.  They 
had  occupied  the  Transvaal  against  the 
will  of  the  inhabitants,  and  must  keep 
troops  there.  They  were  about  to  try  the 
effect  of  a  new  Administration  in  Zoln- 
land,  and  there  also  troops  must  be  kept 
Griqualand  and  Secocoeni'a  country, 
with  the  whole  great  region  behind  it, 
woidd  be  additional  sources  of  ezpenie. 
Then,  there  was  Afghanistan,  there  vu 
the  great  and  glorious  Treaty  they  hid 
made  with  Turkey ;  and  it  was  not  unlikely 
they  would  have  to  guarantee  the  inde- 

Eendence  of  Persia.  No  provision  had 
een  made  for  meeting  the  expenses 
under  these  heads,  and  he  could  not 
but  think  that  a  future  Administration 
would  have  to  pay  a  heavr  suppleben- 
tary  Bill  for  the  spirited  foreign  policy 
of  Her  Majesty's  present  Government. 
Mr.  E.  JENKINS  said,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  thit 
night  proved  himself  to  be  an  optimiet. 
and  that  some  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's Estimates  were  such  as  the  coantiy 
ought  not  to  believe  or  rely  upon.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  unpre- 
pared to  answer  the  charges  brought  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Shef- 
field (Mr.  Waddy),  it  must  be  clear  that 
the  discussion  that  night  was  a  mere 
delusion  and  farce.  Ho  did  not  suppose 
that  there  ever  had  been  such  a  misuse 
of  Majesty,  as  when  the  Queen  was  asked 
to  open  Parliament  at  the  commencement 
of  this  Session.  He  thought  it  was  very 
wrong  that  the  Seshion  should  have  been 
opoiii'd  with  such  parade,  and  that  the 
Ciucen  should    herself  have  opened  ft 
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Parliament  with  aucli  pomp  which  was 
80  Boon  to  be  dissolved.  The  country 
had  been  assured  that  this  was  to  be  a 
real  working  Parliament,  that  obstruc- 
tion was  overcome,  and  that  Parliament 
was  going  to  buckle  to  and  get  through 
a  great  mass  of  work.  But  they  had 
joat  had  an  incomplete  Budget.  The 
fact  was  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  afraid  to  go  to  the  country 
with  a  complete  Budget.  As  to  the 
Anglo-Turkish  Convention, it  had  brought 
QB  nothing  but  expense.  The  Govern- 
ment had  placed  the  House,  the  country, 
and  itself  m  a  ridiculous  position.  The 
ooantry  would  see  through  the  hollow 
pretensions  of  the  Government.  Instead 
of  substance,  they  had  offered  nothing 
bat  a  miserable  sham.  When  they 
asked  whether  what  they  had  achieved 
was  not  worth  the  money  that  had  been 
expended  on  it,  the  answer  from  that 
side  of  the  House  was,  '^  No ; "  and  that, 
he  believed,  would  prove  to  be  also  the 
answer  of  the  majority  of  the  country. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  was  proceeding  to 
oomment  upon  Lord  Beacon sfield's  letter 
to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  when 

Mb.  SPEAKEE  observed,  that  the 
hon.  Member  was  wandering  beyond  the 
legitimate  limits  of  discussion  on  the 
Question  before  the  House. 

Mb.  E.  JENKINS  said,  he  would 
refer  to  the  Army  Ebtimates.  In  1878-9 
the  Estimates  had  been  £15,595,800; 
but  the  Expenditure,  excluding  the  South 
African  War  and  the  Afghan  War,  was 
£17,653,000,  showing  a  deficit  of  more 
than  £2,000,000.  In  1879-80  the  Esti- 
mate was  £15,645,700,  and  they  had  not 
yet  ascertained  the  Expenditure  up  to 
the  end  of  March.  But,  from  the  analogy 
of  the  precedingyears,  they  might  expect 
a  great  increase.  And  the  expenses  of 
the  South  African  War  might  have  been 
£1,000,000  or  £1,500, 000  less,  if  theOo- 
yemment  had  withdrawn  the  General 
who  was  in  command.  They  had  very 
little  to  gratify  them  as  the  results  of  this 
laree  expenditure,  which  had  put  the 
Budget  into  so  complicated  a  state. 

Mr.  RAMSAY  said,  the  Chanct'llor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  endeavoured  to 
change  the  incidence  of  taxation  in  a 
manner  which  would  prove  most  detri- 
mental to  large  classes  in  the  country. 
While  professing  to  be  solicitous  for  the 
welfare  of  the  agricultural  classes,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  taxing  the 
SATings  of  the  farmers.     In  his  (Mr. 
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Bamsay's)  opinion,  the  probate  duty  on 
personal  property  should  not  be  increased 
without  a  corresponding  increase  of  duty 
in  the  case  of  real  property. 

Mr.  morgan  LLOYD  said,  it  was 
impossible,  owing  to  the  time  when  the 
Budget  had  been  introduced — namely, 
after  the  announcement  of  an  intended 
Dissolution  of  Parliament — to  have  the 
proposals  of  the  Government  discussed 
m  a  full  House.  The  Probate  Bill 
ought  to  have  been  brought  forward  at 
a  time  when  its  provisions  could  be  care- 
fully considered  ;  but  now  it  was  placed 
on  the  Table  in  the  last  days  of  the  Par- 
liament, when  the  Government  were  in  a 
position  to  force  it  through  the  House. 
He  regarded  the  Bill  as  a  mere  make- 
shift and  attempt  to  raise  a  sum  of 
money  on  no  principle  whatever.  Pro- 
bate duty,  in  nis  opinion,  ought  to  be 
altogether  abolished,  and  an  equal  duty 
placed  upon  all  estates  of  testate  and 
intestate  persons.  There  was  no  real 
reason  for  the  wide  distinction  which 
now  existed  between  real  and  personal 
property ;  and  any  change  in  the  law 
should  be  in  the  direction  of  equalizing 
the  succession,  legacy,  and  probate 
duties.  This  Bill  ag^avated  the  in- 
equality, and  imposea  an  additional 
burden  upon  those  least  able  to  bear  it. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  wished  to  say 
a  few  words  by  way  of  protest  against 
the  principles  of  the  Bill.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  it  would  aggravate  the  al- 
ready great  difference  between  the  way 
of  treating  real  and  personal  property 
on  the  death  of  the  owner.  Before  deal- 
ing with  the  special  point  which  he 
wished  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  would 
observe  that  he  thought  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  greatly  under-estimated 
the  amount  of  increased  Revenue  which 
the  proposed  change  would  produce.  In- 
stead of  £750,000,  supposing  the 
amoimt  of  property  assessed  to  be 
the  same  as  during  the  last  two  years, 
the  increase  of  duty  wouldbe£  1,000,000. 
TIio  last  year  for  which  they  had  any 
definite  information  was  1876,  and  in 
that  year  the  amount  assessed  for  pro- 
bate was  £131,000,000,  and  the  duty 
paid  was  £2,280,000,  which  was  about 
IJ  percent.  The  present  Bill  was  ap- 
parently framed  on  the  basis  of  charging, 
as  far  as  possible,  an  uniform  duty  of  2J 
per  cent,  with  some  little  deduction  in 
the  case  of  estates  under  £500,  which 
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did  not  materially  affect  the  calculation ; 
2 J  per  cent  upon  £131,000,000  would 
produce  as  nearly  as  possible  £950,000 
in  addition  to  what  was  actually  paid 
in  1876.  Therefore,  there  was  every 
prospect  that  in  future  years  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  receive 
an  extra  £900,000  or  £1,000,000  in  re- 
spect of  this  tax.  If  the  amount  fell  in 
one  year  it  might  rise  in  another,  and 
this  was  not  to  be  a  temporary  but  a  per- 
manent tax  ;  and,  therefore,  they  might 
look  forward  to  a  constantly  increasing 
amount  of  receipt.  What  he  wished  es- 
pecially to  point  out  was  the  injustice  of 
this  tax  upon  one  class  of  property — 
namely,  leasehold  houses.  He  thought 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
hardly  have  appreciated  the  importance 
of  the  tax  upon  that  class  of  property, 
and  could  hardly  have  considered  how 
very  large  a  proportion  of  the  property 
of  the  country  was  invested  in  houses. 
In  the  assessment  to  Income  Tax,  the 
value  of  the  houses  in  this  country  was 
considerably  more  than  the  value  of  the 
land.  Tlio  houses  were  valued  at 
£90,000,000  a-year,  and  the  landed  pro- 
perty at  £60,000,000  a  year;  so  that 
the  houses  were  valued  at  half  as  much 
again  as  the  land.  He  wanted  to  point 
out  the  difference  in  the  treatment  of 
leasehold  houses  as  compared  with  free- 
hold houses.  What  the  actual  propor- 
tion of  value  of  each  class  of  houses  was 
he  could  not  accurately  state ;  but  his 
impression  was  that  about  half  the  total 
value  of  the  houses  in  this  country  was 
represented  by  leasehold  houses,  and, 
looking  at  the  enormous  amount  of  lease- 
hold property  in  London  and  other  parts 
of  the  country,  he  thought  that  was  a 
reasonable  estimate.  Now,  leasehold 
house  property  paid  both  succession  and 
probate  duty ;  but  freehold  house  pro- 
perty only  paid  succession  duty.  A  case 
came  under  his  own  notice  recently,  in 
administering  an  estate,  which  was  not 
a  bad  example  of  the  effect  of  this  dif- 
ference. There  wore  two  houses,  one 
leasehold  and  the  other  freehold,  and 
each  was  valued  at  about  £5.000.  On 
the  leasehold  house  there  were  payable 
£70  probate  and  £50  legacy  duty,  or 
£120  altogether.  The  freehold  house 
paid  only  a  succession  duty  of  £27. 
There  was  a  diflerence.  therefore,  of  be- 
tween £120  and  £27  in  the  two  cases. 
This  Bill  would  aggravate  the  matter 
considerably,  because  it  would  increase 
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the  probate  duty  to  £90,  and  the  total 
would  be  £140  in  the  case  of  the  lea<«- 
hold  house,  and  £27  in  respect  of  the 
freehold  house  of  the  same  value.    That 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  very  grave  in- 
equality in  the  treatment   of  the  tvo 
classes  of  property.     The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  g^ve  as  a  reason  for  the 
different    treatment    of  land    that   the 
land    paid  local  taxes ;    but    leasehold 
houses  paid  local  taxes  just  as  much  a5 
land,  and,  in   fact,  considerably  more, 
because  local  taxes  were  higher  in  towns 
than  in  the  country.    That  was  certainly 
the  case  in  the  borough  he  represented, 
where  the  rates  amounted  to  something 
like  8tf.  in  the  pound,  and  he   did  not 
think  there  was  any  rural  parish  where 
they  reached  anything  like  that  amount. 
But  he  thought  he  might,  at  any  rate,  take 
this  as  a  eeneral  rule — that    leabfLoId 
houses  paid  as  much  local  rates,  if  net 
more,  than  land.     fSir  Hekrt  Selwdt- 
Ibbetson  dissented. J  He  saw  that  the  ife- 
cretary  to  the  Treasury  ahook  Lis  head; 
but  that  was  his  experience.      At  all 
events,  there  was   this  argument— that 
they  did  pay  local  rates;  and,  therefore,  if 
land  was  to  be  exempted  on  that  ground, 
houses  ought  also  to  be  exempted.    He 
would   venture  to  quote  another  case 
which  recently  occurred.     A  veij  large 
owner  of  house  property  in  London  died 
not  many  weeks  ago,  and  his  rental  vu 
stated  by  the  papers  to  be  no  less  than 
£120,000  a-year.     Nearly  the  whole  of 
that  property  was  freehold  ground  renta, 
which  might  be  valued  at  30  years*  pu^ 
chase,  or  no  less  than  £3,600,(100.     It 
was  left  to  three  ladies,  all  of  whom 
were  over  70  years  old  ;  and  the  Hooie 
would,  perhaps,  be  surprised  to  hear  hov 
small  the  succession  duty  on  that  eBo^ 
mous  property  would  be.    Of  course,  the 
amount  of  duty  depended  very  mnch 
upon  the  age  of  the  partiea,  and  he  had 
taken  them  at  70  years  in  hia  calculft- 
tion.     He  found  the  duty  would  be  no 
more  than  £8,040.    Moreover,  payment 
was  spread  over  four  years,  and  discount 
was  allowed  at  4  per  cent,  so  that  the 
amount  would  be  reduced  to  £7,200.  If 
the  property  had  been  leasehold,  under 
the  present  law  there  would  have  been 
payable  £54,000  probate  and  £36,000 
hga<y  duty,  or  a  total  of  £90.000;  and 
under  the  Bill  now  before  the  House  the 
pmbate  would  be  £90,000  and  the  total 
payment  £126,000,    as  compared  with 
£7,200  which  was  now  payable  on  the 
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property  as  freebold.  It  Bhonld  also  be 
rememDered  that  in  this  case  the  pro- 
perty did  not  pay  local  rates  at  all,  be- 
cause, by  the  custom  of  all  these  lease- 
hold properties  in  London,  the  taxes 
were  paid  by  the  tenants,  and  not  by  the 
ground  landlords.  Here,  then,  they  had 
the  grossest  inequality  that  could  possi- 
bly exist,  and  which  clearly  could  not  be 
allowed  to  continue.  Looking  at  tlie 
matter  from  the  landowner's  point  of 
▼iew,  he  should  have  thought  it  would 
be  most  dangerous  to  increase  that  in- 
equality. The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer might,  perhaps,  think  he  knew  bet- 
tor what  were  the  interests  of  the  land- 
owners ;  but  he  now  proposed  to  increase 
that  inequality  by  at  least  40  per  cent. 
On  what  possible  ground  could  the  dis- 
tinction be  justified?  He  had  shown 
that  the  one  class  of  property  had  to  pay 
eight  or  ten  times  as  much  as  the  other. 
He  would  put  one  other  case.  Let  them 
suppose  a  property  of  £4,000  a-yoar  in- 
▼eeted  in  land,  the  value  of  which  he  took 
to  be  £120,000,  and  let  them  suppose 
that  it  came  into  the  possession  of  a  person 
aged  40.  The  total  amount  of  succession 
duty  payable  by  the  new  owner  would 
be  only  £540.  But  if  that  £120,000 
were  invested  in  leasehold  house  pro- 
perty or  in  Consols,  under  this  Bill  it 
would  pay,  in  the  shape  of  probate  duty, 
£3,750,  and  legacy  duty  £1,420,  making 
a  total  of  £5,170  as  compared  with 
£540,  or  almost  ten  times  as  much  in  the 
one  ease  as  in  the  other.  Many  other 
objections  had  already  been  offered  to 
the  measure  which  he  need  not  repeat ; 
but  this  special  inequality  between  the 
treatment  of  freehold  and  leasehold 
houses  he  earnestly  commended  to  the 
attention  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, hoping  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  g^ve  some  reason  and 
explanation  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  W.  holms  called  attention  to 
the  Tery  great  falling-ofl'  in  the  Customs 
and  Excise  during  the  past  year, 
amounting  to  between  £2,000,000  and 
£3,000,000.  Looking  at  the  Customs 
and  Excise  as  the  best  barometer  of  the 
condition  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
people,  that  decrease  seemed  to  indicate 
a  ffreat  depression,  from  which  they 
ootud  not  reasonably  expect  the  country 
speedily  to  recover.  In  certain  manu- 
factures great  progress  was  being  made, 
and  there  were  indications  of  returning 
prosperity ;  but  it  must  be  a  somewhat 


slow  process.  The  duty  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  to  keep 
down  his  Expenditure  as  much  as  pos- 
sible ;  but  he  found  that,  whilst  in  1878-9 
the  Exchequer  issues  amounted  to 
£84,200,000,  in  the  ensuing  year  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proposed 
to  expend  the  enormous  sum  of 
£86,000,000.  The  amount  of  £1,400,000, 
which  was  required  to  meet  the  new 
charge  for  paying  off  the  £6,000,000  of 
deficit  was  proposed  to  be  raised  in  two 
ways,  both  of  which  were  extremely 
objectionable.  The  new  scale  of  pro- 
bate duties  was,  to  some  extent,  an  im- 
provement so  far  as  regarded  proportion- 
ate charge  in  large  estates ;  but  it  should 
have  been  accompanied  by  an  increase 
of  the  succession  duties,  as  all  the  pro- 
posed increase  of  taxation  was  upon 
personal  estate.  He  understood,  from 
an  actuarial  calculation,  that  the  suc- 
cession duty  on  real  estate  was  only 
about  a  third  of  the  probate  duty  on 
personal  estate  ;  so  that  whilst  the  pro- 
bate upon  £10,000  of  personal  estate 
would  be  £240,  the  succession  duty  upon 
real  estate  of  that  value  would  be  only 
£80.  And,  under  the  new  arrangement, 
the  difference  would  be  increased  from 
three  to  one  to  four  to  one.  He  pro- 
tested against  this  distinction,  and  could 
not  understand  why  real  property  should 
pay  less  duty  than  money,  or  bank 
shares,  or  manufactured  goods.  Pro- 
pei*ty  of  all  kinds  should  be  placed  in 
the  same  position.  There  were  some 
peculiarities  in  the  scale  of  probate 
duties.  For  instance,  if  £10,000  paid 
£240,  one  would  imagine  that  £30,000 
would  pay  £720,  but  it  would  only  pay 
£690  ;  and  there  were  other  like  incon- 
sistencies. He  objected  also  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  appro- 
priating the  new  Sinking  Fund.  When 
it  was  established  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  remarked  that  it  would 
be  to  the  interest  of  future  Chancellors 
of  the  Exchequer  to  keep  it  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  intended  ;  and 
it  wus  surprising  to  find  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  who  was  usually  cautious 
and  prudent,  now  seizing  that  very  Fund. 
Having  done  so,  he  could  scarcely  expect 
that  it  would  be  left  untouched  by  future 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer.  He 
thought  it  was  right  to  state  these  objec- 
tions ;  and  it  was  to  be  hoped  the  inequa- 
lity of  the  treatment  of  real  and  personal 
estate  would  not  be  allowed  to  drop. 
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Mr.  O'DONNELL  had  not  intended 
to  take  part  in  the  debate ;  but,  as  he 
understood  there  was  hardly  any  other 
important  Business  before  the  House, 
except,  perliaps,  the  Government  Bill  for 
the  promotion  of  con*upt  practices    in 
borough  elections,  ho  woula  contribute 
his  small  share  to  the  discussion  of  the 
Budget.      Inequality  was   a  very  mild 
word  for  the  different  treatment  of  lease- 
hold and  freehold  and  real  and  personal 
property ;   but  as  the  electoral   contest 
was  likely  to  bring  hard  words  he  would 
content  himself  with  that  term  for  the 
present.     There  was  no  justification  for 
the  system  of  heavily  taxing  wealth  that 
was  earned  and  lightly  taxing  wealth 
that   was   naturally   inherited ;   and  he 
questioned  whether  it  was  to  the  advan- 
tage of   the   landlords   themselves  that 
scandalous    inequalities    of    that   kind 
should  be  perpetuated  and  aggravated. 
He  was  afraid,  however,  the  maxim  of 
the  landlords  would  be  to  keep  all  they 
had  and  get  all  they  could  ;    but  that 
would  hardly  entitle  them  to  be  dignified 
by  the  title  of  pillars  of  the  Constitu- 
tion.    The  proposal  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  scandalous  and  no- 
toriously  unjust,   and   was   perpetrated 
under  such  peculiar  circumstances,  just 
on  the  eve  of  a  General  Election,  that  the 
attention  of  the  country  would  be  called 
to  it,  and  all  the  more,  because  the  Go- 
vernment had  prevented  the  attention  of 
the  House  from  being  properly  directed 
to  it.    The  little  move  of  the  Government 
on  behalf  of  their  friends  the  landlords 
would  result  in  the  present  arrangement 
between  the  landed  and  other  interests 
of  the  country  being  carefully  scrutinized, 
and    in   a  re-adjustment  upon    a  very 
different  principle  to  the  want  of  prin- 
ciple  which   the   Government  proposal 
displayed.  The  Budget  was  characterized 
by  an  enormous  deficit,  and  no  honest 
attempt  had  been  made  to  pay  the  War 
Debt  out   of  current  Expenditure  and 
taxation.     If  India  had  not  been  grossly 
burdened,  and  if  Ireland  had  not  been 
grossly  overtaxed,  the  results  presented 
by   tlie   Chancellor  of   the    Exchequer 
would  have  been  still  worse.     Glancing 
over  a  book,   entitled  Twenty    Years   of 
Financial  Policy^  written  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  he  found  in  it 
a  passage  which  ho  thought  fully  ex- 
plained why  the  war  expenses  incurred 
by  the  present  Government  were  not  to 
be  paid  out  of  taxation.    At  page  247 


he  found  an  eztract  from  a  speeeh  bj 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  MemWr 
for  Greenwich  (Mr.  Gladstone),  who,  in 
1854,  laid  down  this  proposition — 

'*  The  expenses  of  war  are  a  moral  ck«ck  is. 
posed  on  tnose  who  are  slaves  to  a  doixr«  f.r 
conquest.  Amon^f  many  nations  thi*  eicit«» 
ment  about  war  is  an  important  element  Xri. 
withstanding  the  miseries  which  it  cntailt,  it  it 
invested  ^*ith  charms  in  the  eyes  of  the  com- 
munity which  tend  to  blind  men  to  its  erils. 
They  have,  therefore,  the  disagre^ahle  n«><y«itT 
of  defraying  from  year  to  year  the  ezpenditcsv 
which  it  entails.  This  is  a  salutary  and  vhi-Ie- 
some  check  making  them  feel  what  they  are  abc'Ut. 
It  is  by  these  means  that  they  mav  be  led  t;> 
consider  a  war  policy  carefully  ;  and  it  may  be, 
perhaps,  that  they  will  keep  their  eyes  v»Il 
fixed  upon  the  necessity  of  the  war  ui  which 
they  are  about  to  enter,  and  will  entertain  ■  full 
determination  to  look  carefully  for  the  fizvt 
prospect  of  concluding  an  honourable  "pc^iKt." 

That  quotation  contains  an  explicit  ex- 
planation why  the  Gbyemment,  hariDg 
entered  upon  wars  that  were  not  necessarr 
ones,  and  which  were  in  no  way  to  b« 
justified,  preferred  to  take  that  measure 
of  meeting  them  which  is  as   near  as 
possible  calculated  to  address  itself  to 
rational  intelligent  beings.  He  need  not 
then  go  into  the  details  of  the  discussion 
with  reference  to  two  of  the  points ;  but 
there  could  be  no  question  that  lodit 
had  been  treated  with  the  grossest  no- 
fairness,  and  that  whatever  might  be  the 
decision  of  this  countiy,  unless  hs  wu 
very  much  mistaken,  that  course  of  in- 
justice to  India  would  result  in  a  nev 
crop  of  evils  which  would  carry  with  it 
a  larger  expenditure  than  that  to  which 
he  had  already  referred.     So  close  on 
the  discussion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Youghal  (Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna)  on  the 
over  taxation  of  Ireland,  it  was  unneoee- 
sary  to  refer  to  the  thirdpoint  at  the  pre- 
sent stage  of  voting  the  Budget.  Ireund 
was  over-taxed;  and  if  she  had  ben 
taxed  in  due  proportion  there  would  be 
an  additional  item  towards  swellinff  the 
deficit  in  which  the  general  mal-aamin* 
istration  of  the  finances  had  placed  the 
Budget  Statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
^[r.  SULLIVAN  said,  he  should  onlr 
make  a  few  remarks.     He  should  sik 

Sermission  of  the  House,  before  the 
iuestion  was  put  from  the  Chair,  to  de 
tain  them  for  a  moment.  He  Uiought 
he  should  be  perfectly  in  Order  in  making 
reference  to  the  cost  entailed  upon  them 
by  the  Afghan  and  South  African  Wan. 
He  had  an  idea  that  the  countiy  wmdd 
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not  be  willing  to  approve  this  Budget, 
and  to  ratify  the  expenditure  of  the 
millions  of  money  which  had  been 
aqnandered  on  African  and  Asiatic  Wars. 
The  country,  too,  would  be  taxed  con- 
siderably to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
nnnecessary  prosecution  of  a  most  un- 
just war  in  South  Africa ;  and  he  thought 
that,  before  the  exoiration  of  the  coming 
12  months,  the  ricn  as  well  as  the  poor 
woold  feel  the  strain  of  paying  the 
aggregate  of  millions  of  money  expended 
in  the  redemption  of  military  honour, 
or  rather,  he  was  sorry  to  have  to  say 
it,  what  would  be  more  properly  charac- 
terized as  an  unholy  thirst  for  ven- 
geance. It  was  his  lot  to  rise  in  that 
House  at  the  earliest  moment  when  the 
House  was  voting  the  money  for  the 
Zulu  War,  and  place  on  record  his  pro- 
test against  it.  He  was  told  then  that 
the  money  should  be  voted  quietly,  and 
lie  was  asked  to  say  nothing  whatever 
with  reference  to  the  purposes  of  the 
war,  as  the  proper  time  of  taking  objec- 
tion to  the  expenditure  would  be  wnen 
the  country  was  required  to  pay  the 
money  or  the  House  to  vote  it.  He 
wished  that  night,  in  one  or  two  sen- 
tences, to  perform  a  like  duty,  which 
for  a  long  time  he  had  owed  to  his  own 
conscience,  which  he  had,  in  fact,  owed 
ever  since  the  occasion  he  had  just  re- 
ferred to,  by  protesting  against  the  first 
step  in  that  House  in  connection  witli 
the  taxation  for  that  war ;  and  as  that 
was  the  last  opportunity  that  lio  sliould 
have  of  doing  so,  he  would  ask  tho  re- 
collection of  the  country  to  a  scries  of 
Suestions  which  had  been  put  by  so 
umble  a  Member  of  that  House  as 
himself,  from  time  to  time,  last  summer, 
with  a  view  to  relieving  the  expenditure 
and  terminating  the  effusion  of  blood. 
He  had  asked  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  on  one 
of  those  occasions,  whether  it  was  the 
intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  make  peace  with  the  Zulu  King  ?  Ho 
should  be  in  the  recollection  of  that 
House  when  he  stated  in  how  cool 
a  manner,  and  how  evasively  and  dclu- 
sirely  he  was  answered.  Again  and 
again  he  strove  to  press  upon  Mem- 
bers of  the  Qovemment  to  lot  the  coun- 
try know  whether  they  really  intended 
to  give  that  Zulu  King  the  chance  of 
seceding  to  reasonable  terms,  which,  no 
doabt,  it  was  the  right  of  this  country  to 
dsmand,   more  especially  because    the 


Government  were  engaged  in  prosecuting 
a  war  which  was  unjust ;  and  they  knew 
from  the  papers  that  they  themselves 
did  not  believe  that  the  course  they  had 
pursued  was  necessary  or  just  in  carrying 
sword  and  flame  into  that  country.  The 
position  the  Cabinet  maintained  upon 
that  occasion  was  delusive  and  intended 
to  deceive  the  country.  When  Sir  Garnet 
Wolseley  was  being  sent  out  they  were 
told  that  he  was  to  be  a  messenger  of 
peace;  and  ho  asked  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  for  the  third  time,  whether  the 
Government  would  state  to  the  House 
what  were  the  proposals  of  peace  which 
that  General  was  charged  to  take  with 
him,  in  order  that  they  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  saying  whether  they  con- 
sidered them  satisfactory?  What  was 
the  answer  to  that  request  of  his  ?  That 
answer  was  successful  for  the  moment ; 
but  he  did  not  envy  the  emotion  of  that 
Minister  of  the  Crown  when  he  reflected 
upon  it,  and  when  he  came  to  ask'  him- 
self whether  it  was  worthy  in  candour, 
straightforwardness,  and  truthfulness, 
and  whether  it  was  characteristic  of  the 
responsibility  necessarily  attaching  to  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  ?  The  answer  he 
received  was  that,  for  cert^iin  reasons,  the 
question  must  not  be  replied  to.  The 
Zulu  King  might,  forsooth,  have  had  a 
special  wire.  He  might,  forsooth,  get 
a  telegraphic  hint  beforehaud  what  the 
terms  were  to  bo,  and,  therefore,  to  give 
an  answer  might  be  prejudicial  to  the 
magnificent  results  which  were  to  be 
expected  strategically,  politically,  and 
diplomatically  in  that  quarter,  and  would 
probably  destroy  the  settlement  that 
might  otherwise  be  arrived  at.  There 
were  sitting  at  that  time  Gentlemen,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  who  had 
stood  to  their  guns  and  followed  their 
Leaders  like  men  ;  but  even  those  Party 
men  would  have  their  moments  of  re- 
flection —  and  Conservative  Gentlemen 
had  consciences  as  quick  to  the  sense  of 
honour  as  other  h(m.  Members — and  he 
would  put  it  to  tliem  whether  the  an- 
swers that  were  then  given,  in  reply  to 
his  questions,  were  true?  From  that 
hour  to  the  time  when  that  war  had 
been  prosecuted  to  its  conclusion,  he 
liad  charged  the  Government  with  a 
waste  of  money  and  a  waste  of  blood. 
That  was  his  reason  for  speaking  then 
on  the  Motion  before  the  House.  In 
imposing  those  taxes  the  country  were 
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paying  the  penalty  on  account  of  carry- 
ing out  that  unholy  war.     On  one  occa- 
sion,  the  right  hon.    Baronet  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Colonies  had 
even   gone    so  far  as  to    lot    fall    an 
expression    which    was    received    with 
murmurs  from  the  Conservative  Benches. 
That  expression  had  been  then  quickly 
withdrawn.      He  would  not    say  that 
the   phrase   then    used    by    the    right 
hon.  Baronet  expressed  his  sentiments 
correctly.     He  did  not,   then  or  now, 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  was 
personally  accountable  for   those  pro- 
ceedings, because  the  Government  were 
aware  that  they  had  been  precipitated 
into  that  course  of  conduct  by  the  ac- 
tion  of    Sir  Bartle  Frere   against,  as 
he  believed,  their  own  sentiments  and 
convictions;    and   he  believed  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,   as   well    as  some 
other    Members   of    the    Government, 
personally  condemned  the  precipitancy 
of  that  conduct,  and  would  most  gladly 
have  avoided  it  altogether.     But    the 
war  was  continued,  taxation  was  heaped 
upon  Africa  and  us,  in  order  to  wipe  out 
the  disgrace  which  was  supposed  to  have 
befallen  the  arms  of  this    country  at 
Isandlana.      The  Zulu  nation    was    a 
Pagan  nation,  and  we  were  Christians  ; 
and  that  was  the  true  Christian  spirit  of 
warfare  we  were  to  show  the  Zulu  peo- 
ple and  King  that  we  practised  general 
morality    and    did    to    others    as    we 
would  be  done  by.     He  would  say  that 
night,  and  remind  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net the   Member    for    Tamworth    (Sir 
Eobert  Peel)  that,  in  every  instance,  he 
was  not  deterred  by  those  evasive  an- 
swers, but  returned  again  and  again  to 
that  subject    in    the    House,    thereby 
following  out  his  conviction.     The  Go- 
vernment had  determined  not  to  make 
peace,  but  to  crush,  exterminate,  and 
wipe  out  that  Zulu  nation.     It  made  no 
matter  whether  the  elephant  tusks  were 
or  were  not  sent  into  the  British  camp. 
It  was  of  no  avail  that  we  had  an  able 
Christian   Prelate  who  would  willingly 
have  been  the  ambassador  of  peace — 
who  would  gladly  have  borne  the  Gos- 
pels in  one  hand  and  the  olive  branch 
of  peace  in  the    other.      He  referred 
to  Dr.  Colenso,   who  had   again    and 
again    testified   to    the    fact    that,    at 
any  stage  of  the  war,  it  was  perfectly 

Sracticable  to  avert,  any  farther  expen- 
iture  or  shedding  of  blood  by  limply 

Jdr,  SuUivan 


being  just  to  this  Pagan  race.    Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  were  determined  to 
carry  out  their   dark   purpose.     Ther 
had  long  before  determined  to  acce^-t 
no  terms  whatever  of  peace,  and  to  giTe 
the  King  no  chance.     His  doom  and 
ruin  were  already  settled  in   Downing 
Street,  London,  and  there  was  nothing 
before  him  but  exile.     But  a  day  would 
come  when  the  passions  of  that  hour  would 
have  subsided,   and  there    yet    would 
come  a  time  when  the  English  people 
would  read  the  story  of  the  war  witb 
the  Zulu  nation  and  of  the  captore  of 
their  King,  and  blush  for  the  statesmen 
who  had  accomplished   it.     Wherever 
they  went,  in  wnatever  quarter  of  the 
globe    they    looked,    civilization    wa9 
pushing  its  frontiers,   and  everywhere 
they  saw  White  races  in  close  proximitr 
to  savage  ones.    In  the  United  States  uf 
America  they  saw  them  face  to  face  with 
the  Bed  Indian,  and  in  Zulu  land  and 
Afghanistan  a  similar   state  of  things 
between  our  own  countrymen  and  the 
Natives  of  those  parts;   and  he  would 
merely  ask  the  question  what  justifica- 
tion there  was  for  any  outlay  in  that 
direction  ?    He  did  not  deny  but  that  he 
had  opposed  the  Besolutiona  that  night 
for  the  same  reasons  that  he  opposed 
the  justice,  policy,  wisdom,  and  neces- 
sity, as  it  was  called,  of  that  outlay  in 
the  very  earliest  stages  of  that  strafe. 
But  all  was  over  now.     They  had  seen 
traced  for  them  by  journalists  the  ruin  of 
the  Zulu  nation;  but  it  might  torn  oat 
— as  in  the  case  of  the  annexation  of  the 
Transvaal,  which  that  House  had  ap- 
proved and  had  withstood  any  opposition 
with  such  intolerance — that  the  fracture 
of  Zululand  into  five  or  six  chieftainries 
would  not  effect  its  purpose,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  there  would  be  a  oon- 
tinual  expenditure  upon  future  Budgets, 
and  charges  for  future  generations  to  de- 
fray.  In  those  matters,  the  condoct  par- 
sued  by  the  Government  was  not  credit- 
able to  this  country.  The  Zulu  King  bad 
been  chased  and  hunted  down 

Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  seems  to  me  to  be  speaking  on 
the  question  of  the  Zulu  War;  and,  no 
doubt,  that  has  some  bearing  on  the 
matter  before  the  House.  At  the  oaiat 
time,  I  must  remind  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  that  he  appears  to  be  ratker 
trying  the  patience  ox  the  Hooae. 

Mb.  SULIjyAN  said,  that  he  bowai 
to  the  ruling  of  the  Chairy  whioh  waii 
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no  doubt,  perfectly  correct.  A  speaker 
was  not  always  aware  when  he  was  tra- 
Tellingfrom  the  subject  under  discussion. 
But  be  desired  now  simply  to  conclude  by 
Baying  that,  so  far  as  the  discussion  was 
ooncemed,  he  did  not  feel  inclined  to 
proceed  any  further  with  the  argument ; 
bat  that  being  the  last  stage  in  that 
Parliament  when  he  should  have  the 
opportunity  of  discussing  it,  he  had 
tnought  it  his  duty  to  protest  against 
the  imposition  of  taxes  to  defray  expenses 
that  bad  been  incurred  in  war  that  was 
rerolting  to  his  heart  and  conscience. 

Sir    MICHAEL    HICKS  -  BEACH 
■aid,  that  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter,  of 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Louth  (Mr.  Sullivan)  seemed  to 
be  utterly  irrelevant  to  the  Question  before 
the  House ;  and  there  was  not  a  sen- 
tence of  that  speech  which  appeared  to 
him  to  affect  the  discussion  of  that  even- 
ing.   But  if  anyone  would  examine  the 
promises  which  had  been  made  by  him 
and  other  Members  of  the  Government 
as  to  the  course  that  had  been  pursued, 
from  the  time  of  the  commencement  of 
the  Zulu  War  to  its  end,  he  would  see 
that  those  promises   were   that    every 
means  should  be  taken  to  obtain  a  secure 
peace  as  soon  as  it  could  safely  be  done, 
and  that    they  had   been    adequately 
and   honourably  fulfilled.       He  would 
further    say,    with     reference    to    the 
speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber, that  he  thought  it  very   culpable 
that    anyone    should     come     down    to 
the   House  and  make  charges  against 
him  or  anyone  else  of  want  of  truth, 
straightforwardness,  and  of  giving  ova- 
sire  answers  to  Questions,  without  No- 
tice first  being  given,  in  order  that  a 
full  and  particular  reply  might  be  made 
to  any  charges  of  the  kind.     If  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  really  believed  the 
charges   which  he    had    made,    either 
igainst     the    Government    or    himself 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Boach),  the  proper 
way  to  bring  such  a  matter  forward  was 
in  the  shape  of  a  Motion,  when  he  would 
hare  been  prepared  to  meet  him,  and  to 
giro  satisfactory  proof  to  tlie  House  and 
the  country  that  the  charges  which  had 
been  brought  against  him  were  entirely 
without  foundation. 

Mb.  SULLIVAN   said,  he   had  not 
the  remotest  idea  that  he   had    made 

E^rsonal  charges  against  the  right  hon. 
aronet,   and  he  thought  a  reference 
to  what  he  had  said  would  show  that  to 


be  so ;  and,  further,  he  had  no  idea 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  not 
in  his  place  when  he  had  commenced 
his  speech.  He  intended  to  bring  no 
actual  charge  against  the  right  hon. 
Baronet. 

SiE  MICHAEL   HICKS  -  BEACH : 
Why  did  you  say  so,  then  ? 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow, 


CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 

(ifr.  RaikeSf  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
Sir  Henry  Selicin-Ibheteon.) 

SECOIH)    BEADING. 

Order  for  Second  Keading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Mr.  MELDON  said,  that  he  had  a 
few  observations  to  address  to  the 
House.  He  would  move,  as  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Motion  proposed  from  the 
Chair— 

"  That  it  is  inoxpodient  to  proceed  with  any 
legislation  at  this  period  except  such  as  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  govern  ment  of  the 
country.*' 

He  said  he  took  this  course  unwillingly, 
on  account  of  the  policy  of  exasperation 
which  had  been  carried  ou  by  the  pre- 
sent Parliament.  Most  of  the  Irish 
Members  were  now  amonj^st  their  con- 
stituencies, and  there  were  not  more 
than  half-a-dozen  remaining  in  London. 
Some  short  time  since  it  had  been  ar- 
ranged that  no  Business  should  be 
j  transacted  except  what  was  absolutely 
necessary ;  and,  in  f  ultilmont  of  the 
pledge,  the  Government  had  withdrawn 
most  important  and  pressing  legislation 
that  had  been  before  the  House,  j'et, 
notwithstanding,  they  had  persisted  in 
keeping  before  the  House  many  mea- 
sures which  it  was  by  no  means  neces- 
sary to  pass,  and  which  were  highly  in- 
teresting to  Irish  Members.  He  was 
referring,  amongst  others,  to  the  Local 
Courts  of  Ireland  (Bankruptcy)  Bill, 
which,  he  was  sorry  to  see,  was  being 
pressed  on  at  that  late  stage  in  the 
proceeding^,  and  which  was  opposed  by 
nearly  all  his  Irish  Colleagues. 
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House  left  in  town.  Ailer  the  statement 
of  the  other  night,  that  no  Bills  would 
he  proceeded  with  which  were  not  abso- 
lutely necessary,  this  might  well  be  post- 
poned ;  and  he  would  again  remind  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  the 
few  Liberal  Members  who  remained 
were  strongly  opposed  to  the  measure. 
He  was  sure  they  would  offer  no  factiooB 
opposition  if  the  GoYemment  were  en- 
tirely determined  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill ;  but,  as  one  who  nad  nerer  offered 
any  factious  opposition  to  the  OoTem- 
ment,  he  put  it  to  them  whether  the 
present  was  a  time  when  an  important 
Amendment  of  the  law  should  be  pro- 
ceeded with?  

TheCHANCELLOE  op  the  EXCHE- 
QXJEE  would  only  remind  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman that  when  he  announced  the  in- 
tention to  dissolve  he  mentioned  this 
Bill  as  one  that  it  would  be  desirable  to 
proceed  with.  He  understood  that  it 
was  the  wish  of  a  large  number  of 
Members  that  before  the  Dissolution 
the  questions  iuYolyed  in  the  Bill  should 
be  settled  one  way  or  other.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  be  able  to  gire  the 
measure  their  attention. 

The  Marquess  of  HABTINGTOX 
did  not  intend  to  discuss  the  question 
now,  but  must  take  the  opportunitr  of 
expressing  a  Tery  earnest  nope  that'the 
Government  would,  before  to-morrov*s 
Sittinffy  take  into  consideration  the 
appeu  which  had  been  made  to  them 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Gloucester 
(Mr.  Monk),  and  consider  whether  it 
was  desirable,  at  this  stage  of  the  Honse, 
to  press  on  the  fbrther  consideration  of 
this  Bill.  No  doubt  it  was  desirable 
that  the  point  should  have  been  settled 
before  a  General  Election,  and  it  oovld 
have  been  settled  by  the  entire  House;  hot 
the  Government  must  be  aware  thit 
there  was  a  very  wide  difference  of 
opinion  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  hndh 
fitting — in  fact,  it  was  hoxdly  decest— 
that  a  question  of  this  importance  shonU 
be  settled  in  the  state  to  which  the  Hoom 
was  now  reduced. 

Mr.  BAM8AY  said,  the  gitmnd  of 
complaint  now  was  that  the  Bill  cooU 
not  be  properly  discussed.  The  number 
of  Members  now  in  London  was  not 
nearly  equal  to  the  number  of  those  who 
took  an  interest  in  the  Bill,  and  it  wonU 
be  only  fair  to  withdraw  it  lor  the  nrs- 
sent.  It  should  be  rsointrodnoed  wmb 
it  could   be  fblly  onuiderad,  beenis 


Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  terms  of  the 
Amendment  before  the  House  have  no 
reference  to  the  Business  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  MELDON  said,  he  would  bow 
to  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  He  would 
raise  the  question  at  a  later  stage  of  the 
Bill — ^the  Local  Courts  of  Ireland  (Bank- 
ruptcy) Bill. 

Mr.  CALLAN  said,  he  hoped  that 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  would 
ease  the  minds  of  himself  and  his  Col- 
leagues by  yielding  to  the  wish  generally 
expressed  by  Irish  Members  not  to  pro- 
ceed at  this  late  stage  in  the  Session  with 
any  unnecessary  legislation  referring  to 
Ireland. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  said,  it  would 
be  impossible,  with  due  regard  to  the  con- 
venience of  hon.  Members,  to  attempt  to 
carry  the  Bill  through  its  remaining 
stages ;  and,  therefore,  he  proposed  to 
move  that  the  Order  be  discharged.  It 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
re-introduce  it  at  the  earliest  possible 
period  in  the  new  Parliament. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  said,  he  must  point 
out  that  the  House  was  discussing  the 
second  reading  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
(Appropriation)  Bill. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed 
for  To-morrow. 


PARLIAMENTARY      ELECTIONS      AND 

CORRUPT  PRACTICES  (No.  2)  BILL. 

(J/r.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Solicitor  General.) 

[bill  107.]    COHMITTBE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Committee  upon  the  said 
Bill  be  deferred  till  To-morrow."— (ifr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Mr.  monk  appealed  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  not  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill  this  Session.  The  present  Act 
would  not  expire  until  December  Slst; 
and,  therefore,  no  legislation  was  neces- 
sary at  this  period.  The  right  lion. 
Gentleman  was  aware  of  the  number  of 
Notices  of  opposition  and  Amendments 
which  appeared  on  the  Paper,  and  which 
pointed  to  the  conclusion  that  such  a 
measure  ought  not  to  be  considered  when 
there  wore  not    100  Members  of  the 
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there  was  a  strong  feeling  that  instead 
of  repealing  the  provision  against  pay- 
ments for  conYeyanoe  of  voters  in 
boroughs  the  provisions  should  be 
strengthened. 

Me.  ANDERSON  was  quite  aware 
that  the  (Government  oould,  if  they  chose, 
force  the  Bill  through  the  House  ;  but  it 
would  be  unfair  to  do  so.  The  Bill  was 
only  printed  on  Wednesday,  the  second 
zeaoing  was  taken  on  Thursday,  and 
the  country  knew  nothing  about  it,  al- 
though it  was  a  most  important  Bill, 
aflRscting  every  borough  throughout  the 
oountiy.  The  country  had  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  a  word  about  it ;  and  it 
was  a  most  uncalled-for  thing,  at  this 
period,  to  introduce  such  a  Bill.  He 
appealed  to  the  Government  to  follow, 
in  this  matter,  the  example  of  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  just  now. 
He  had  withdrawn  an  important  Bill  on 
the  appeal  of  Irish  Members,  because 
■o  many  were  absent,  and  Government 
•hould  withdraw  this  Bill  also,  as  the 
Scotch  Members,  who  were  strongly 
interested  in  the  Bill,  were  nearly  all 
away;  but  those  who  remained  were 
much  opposed  to  it,  and,  whilst  they 
knew  they  could  not  resist  the  mechani- 
cal majority  of  the  Government,  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  Leader  of  the  House  not 
to  use  it. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Committee  deferred  till  To-morrow, 


BAXKBUPTCY  LAW  AMENDMENT  BILL 
AND  THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACT  (1869) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

Leave  given  to  the  Committee  to  make 
a  Special  Beport : — 

Special  Report  brought  up,  and  read, 
as  followeth : — 

Mr.  Attorney  General  reported  from 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Bankruptcy 
Law  Amendment  Bill  and  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Act  (1869)  Amendment  Bill; 
That  they  had  agreed  to  the  following 
Special  Keport : — 

Although  your  Committee  are  of  opi- 
nion that,  in  several  respects,  the  Bills 
submitted  to  them  require  Amendments, 
they  are  unable,  on  account  of  the  ap- 
proaching Dissolution  of  the  present 
Parliament,  to  proceed  further  with  the 
consideration  of  the  Bills.     They  have 


therefore  agreed  to  report  the  Bills  to 
the  House  without  Amendment. 

Bills  reported,  without  Amendment; 
Report  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.     [No.  123.] 

Minutes  of  Proceedings  to  be  printed, 

[No.  123.] 

ORDERS     OF    THE    DAY. 


SINKING   FUND   ACT   (1875). 

Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved  J  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  **  The 
Sinking  Fund  Act,  1875,"  and  to  increase  the 
annual  charge  on  the  Consolidated  Fond  for 
five  years  by  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To'tnorrow. 

WAYS  AND   MEANS. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

1.  Resolved y  That  the  Commissioners  of  Her 
Majesty's  Treasury  be  authorised  to  raise  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  Six  Million  Pounds,  by  the  crea- 
tion of  Terminable  Annuities. 

2.  Resolved^  That,  towards  raising  the  Supply 

S anted  to  Her  Majesty,  the  Commissioners  of 
er  Majesty's  Treasury  be  authorised  to  raise 
any  sum,  not  exceeding  Sixty  Thousand  Pounds, 
by  an  issue  of  Exchequer  Bonds,  Exchequer 
Bills,  or  Treasury'  Bills. 

3.  Resolcedj  That  the  principal  of  all  Exche- 
quer Bonds  which  may  be  so  issued  shall  be  paid 
off  at  par,  at  the  expiration  of  any  period,  not 
exceeding  three  years,  from  the  date  of  such 
Bonds. 

4.  Rtsolvtdf  That  the  interest  of  all  such  Ex- 
chequer Bonds  shall  be  paid  half-yearly,  and 
shall  be  chargiKl  upon  and  issued  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or 
the  growing  produce  thereof. 

Kcsolutions  to  be  reported  lo-morrow. 


MOTIONS. 

— «otO»»«— 

BILLS  OF   SALE  ACT   (1878)  AMENDMENT 

BILL. 

CoHsidtnd  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Rfsolcrd,  That  the  Chairman  be  directed  to 
move  the  House,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  **The  Bills  of  Sale  Act, 
1878." 

Rosolution  rtporUd :  —  Bill  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  3Ir.  Monk,  Mr.  Samphox  Llotd, 
Mr.  Mebew£tu£U,  Mr.  Moklet,  and  Mr. 
Barr.vn. 

^iWprest  nted^  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  113.] 
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havo  arrived,  shall  he  prepared  izi  the-  Pnr\V: 
METROPOLITAN     COMMONS     SUPPLEMENTAL     Bill  Office,  and  printed : 

■QjU^  That  such  Bills  shall  be  deposited  in  th«  Pir. 

liamont  Office  not  later  than  the  third  dir  >  a 
On  Motion  of  Sir  Matthew  Ridley,  Bill  which  the  House  shall  sit  after  the  next  b«% 
to  confirm  a  scheme  under  **  Tho  IMetropolitin  ing  of  Parliament,  with  a  declantion.  wsR-ii 
Commons  Act,  1866,"  and  *'Tho  Metropolitan  hy  the  agent,  annexed  thereto,  fttating  that  :!-.♦ 
Commons  Amendment  Act,  1869»"  relating  to  Bill  is  the  same  in  every  respect  as  the  BiV.  it 
Staines  Commons,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  the  last  stage  of  the  proceedings  thereon  in  \Wi 
Sir  Matthew  Ridley  and  Mr.  Secretary  Cross.  House  in  the  present  Session ;  and  where  ar.y 
Billj9r^«^/i^^rf,  and  readtho  first  time.  [Bill  1 12.]     sum  of  money  has  been  deposited,  as  rcqnir-d 

,.  ,  by  Standing  Order  No.  67.  that  such  deposit  h»* 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter    not  been  withdrawn,  together  with  a  certificate 

after  One  o'clock,    of  that  fact,  from  the  proper  officer  of  the  cocrt 

in  which  such  money  was  deposited : 
That  the  proceedings  on  such  Bills  shall  1< 

pro  forma  only  in  regi^  to  every  stage  thioa^ 

which  the  same  shall  have  passed  in  the  preM&: 
Session ;  and  that  no  new  fees  be  charged  in 
HOUSE       OF      LORDS,  regard  to  such  stages : 

That  as  regards  all  Private  and  Provisioa^ 

Order  Confirmation  Bills  which  shall  have  bera 

Tuesday,  \^th  March,  1880.  brought  from  the  House  of  Commons  in  ijut 

present  Session  such  Bills  shall  be  allowed  to 

proceed  to  the  same  stage  at  which  they  shd! 

have  arrived  in  the  present  Session,  on  the  tsnc 

MINUTES.]— Private  Biiaa— Second  Reading    conditions  as  those  Mt  forth  in  the  pieceding 

— i?tfpor^— Rammingen's  Naturalization*.  iJ^®"  ^v'^T*?  ®!,®""  originating  in  ihi* 

Report— yi9!iz  Naturalization  ♦.  House ;   the  declaration  to   be  signed  by  the 

Public  BiiA.%-Seeond  iZ^a^m^— Municipal  Cor-    ^^^^^  stating  that  the  Bill  is  in  every  respect 

porations  (Property  QuaUfication  AboUtion)    J^®  ?^f  *•  ^'^en  brought  to  this  House  in  tha 

(40);  Common  Law  Procedure  and  Judicature    ^*®2?^:-  *  «•«  ^  «* 

Acts  Amendment  (44).  .    iJ**^i?  ^^^  ?*<*  ^^  *«^  ^»^«  ^>««» amended 

Committee  —  H^-pothec     AboHtion     (Scotland)    *f  this  House  in  the  present  Session,  the  now 

/34N  Amendments  shall  be  inserted  by  the  Cummittee 

J?«fjPorf^ompanies  Acts  Amendment  •  (36-48V  ^^'^rij^^i^ 'o^     ,.      ^^ 

Third  Reading— Artizana  Dwellings  Act  (1868)  ^^*  ^«  ^J^^^fi?  Orders  by  which  thepr^. 

Amendment  Act  (1879)  Amendment  ♦  (21) ;  ceedinjgi  on  Bills  are  regulated  shall  not  apply 

East  India  I^an  (East  Indian  Railway  Do-  to  any  iWte  or  Provisional  Onier  Confiniuto 

bentures)  •  f  36) ;  India  Stock  (Powers  of  At-  ^>"  "^^^^  "'^JJ  '^^f  originated  in  this  Home 

tomev)  •  (37) ;  Army  Discipline  and  Regula-  ?'  J^°  brought  up  from  the  House  of  Comnjoim 

tion  (Annual),  and  parsed.  ^^  ^^^  present  Sessiwi,  in  regard  to  any  of  the 

ITiM^/rairw— FacUities  for  Interments  (45) .  stages  through  which  the  same  shall  have  passed: 

Ihat  all  petitions  presented  in  this  Sessi-n 

,                                             .        .  relating  to  any  Private  Bill  shalL  if  nweaenrv, 

RAMMINGEN's  NATURALIZATION  BILL  [h.l.]  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ^nthe  BiU  in  th* 

Certificate  read ;    petitioner  took  the   oath ;  i^ext  Session : 

the  Queen's  consent  signified  by  the  Lord  Chan-  Ihat  no  poUtioners  shall  be  heard  before  the 

cellor;  BQl  read   2»   (according  to  ordor)  and  J;'0™n»ttee  on  any  Bill  unless  their  petition  rfull 

committed   forthwith:    Order    for    considering  nave  been  presented  within  the  time  limited  is 

Standing  Orders  Xos.  XXXVII.  and  XXXVIII.  J/^<^  present  Session,  unless  that  time  ahaU  vd 

read,  and  discharged;  Reported  with  Amend-  '^^J®  expired  before  it  closes,  in  which  esse, ia 

ments.  ^^^^  to  be  heard,  their  petition  shall  bsm- 

sented  not  later  than  the  fourth  day  on  void 

.  the  House  shall  sit  in  the  next  Session.— <!>< 

PRIVATE  AND  PROVISIONAL  ORDER  CON-  Chairman  of  Committees.) 

FIRMATION   BILLS. 

5^*o/r|f//,  That  the  promoters  Of  every  Pri^^^^^^^  MUNICIPAL  CORPOBATIOyS  (PBO- 

or  P^o^^8lonal  Order  Confirmation  Bill  which  -nnurnv  #^tt  .t  Ti:.T/^.m*^^T^  t^l,  Jtr.%<« 

has  been  introduced  into  this  Hou«3  in  the  pro-  TERXy  QUALIFICATION  ABOLITIOS) 

sent  Session  of  Parliament,  and  which  slmll  have  BILL — (No.  40.) 

passed  this  House  and  been  sent  to  the  House  of  ( The  Margies  •/  Unedowne.) 

Commons,  or  which  shall  bo  ])ending  in  this  ' 

House,  shall  have  leave  to  introduce  the  same  in  SECOND    READDro. 

the  next  Session  of  Pariiamont,  provided  tliat  Qrder  of  the  Day  for  the  SeOOnd  B^d- 

notice  of  their  intention  to  do  so  bo  lodged  in  •               ^                 ^                wwvuuuiicw* 

the  Private  BQl  Office  not  later  than  Tliree  ^°fi^»  ''®^^- 

o'clock  on  the  ^Y  VrioT  to  the  close  of  the  pre-  The     MarqueSS    OP    LAN8D0WNE, 

sent  Session  ;  and  that  all  fees  due  thereon,  up     •     ^^   • .,    .  ^^     rf.„*r^*^^'^*^^"*:*^ 

to  that  period,  be  paid :  '   ^^    m  moving  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  • 

That  an  alphabetical  list  of  all  such  Bills,  with    second  time,  said,  it  waa  one  to  do  avs7 

a  statsmeut  of  the  stages  at  which  they  shall    with  an  ancient  monument  in  the  ihtp* 
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sf  a  prupartj  qnalificatioii  at  present 
required  under  the  existing  law  for 
members  of  Municipal  Corporations. 
That  qualification  vas  that  in  burfchs  of 
four  or  more  wards  the  candidate  should 
be  rated  at  orer  £30,  or  be  able  to  de- 
clare that  ha  was  worth  £1,OOU  ;  and  in 
the  case  of  buri;)is  of  less  than  four 
warda,  the  candidate  should  be  rated  at 
£15,  or  be  worth  £500.  This  was  pro- 
dnctive  of  much  inconvenience,  especially 
ia  small  boroughs,  in  some  of  n-bith  it 
had  been  shown  that  no  less  than  one- 
eighth  of  the  whole  constituency  wore 
prevented  from  being  candidates  for 
municipal  offices.  The  object  of  the 
Bill  was  to  make  the  qualification  for  a 
aeat  in  the  Council  the  same  as  that  of 
the  roters  for  a  Town  Councillor — 
namelj,  occupation  for  V2  months  of 
premises  in  the  borough,  full  age,  rating 
to  the  poor  rate,  and  actual  payment  of 
the  rate.  This  would  be  a  much  more 
simple  qualification  than  one  of  those  ' 
that  now  existed,  for  it  was,  under  many  ! 
circumstances,  very  difficult  to  ascertain  j 
whether  a  man  was  or  was  not  worth 
£1,00D;  and  the  present  qualification 
opened  the  door  to  dishonesty  by  afford-  I 
ing  a  temptation  to  persons  to  take  an 
orer-Banguine  view  of  their  position. 
Aaother  objection  to  the  existing  system 
was  that  it  restricted  the  body  from 
which  people  could  be  chosen  to  fill  i 
municipal  offices.  Such  things  were 
certainly  out  of  accord  with  the  spirit  of  | 
modem  legialatioa;  and  it  was  absurd  i 
that  a  man  who  was  quaHfie<l  to  sit  in  j 
Parliament  should  not  bo  qualified  to  . 
hare  a  seat  ia  the  local  Corporations.  . 
Earl  Bussell,  speaking  in  1S35  on  tht> 
Uunicipal  Corporations  Bill,  said,  with 
reference  to  the  qualification  upim  which 
the  House  of  Lords  had  insisted,  that  he 
had  from  the  first  been  opposed  to  such 
a  qualification,  and  that — 


Iha  Lptci^lstuTC  in  rcsiicct  to  plections  of  t)i 
kind;  for  it  i>  a  principlo  ho  siiunil  in  ilhilf 
that  it  may  }x  left  to  work  its  «ay.  If  Vi.u 
loTe  it  to  the  elector  to  chooM  n  Mrsun  of  lutK- 
dmt  abilities  and  charactor,  you  leave  it  tn  him 
also  to  chooM  a  pcnon  of  BuBiuient  proporty 
whes  property  ii  required." 


1M.\RCU  16,  1880) 

On  Question 
malirt. 
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In  conclusion,  he  would  n 
reading  of  the  Bill. 


e  the  second 


Moxtd.  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*.' 
—'•JD>4  ilarqueu  of  Lantdeient.) 


Bill  read  2*  accordingly,  and  eommtttd 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Honse  on 
Thurtday  next. 

FACILITIE.S  FOR  IN'TEHMENTS  BILL. 

(Jht  UrdDtomuH.) 

(XO.  45.)      BECOXD  BBAQIXa. 

OBDER  DISCQAKCBD.      BILL  WrTHCBAWX. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead* 
ing,  read. 

Lord  DENSIAN,  in  moving  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,  explained 
that  its  object  was  to  counteract  the  pre- 
judice against  silent  burial.  He  referred 
to  the  wish  expressed  by  llinieters  in 
1862  for  the  whole  of  the  service  to  he 
performed  in  church.  He  trusted  that 
their  Lordships  would  allow  it  to  be  read 
a  second  time,  in  order  that  it  might 
reach  the  other  House  of  Parliament  in 
time  to  pass  before  the  Dissolution. 

Movei,  '-ThattheBiUbenowread2'." 
—{Tht  Lord  Dtnman.) 

The  Eabl  of  BE.\C0NSFIELD  : 
This  subject,  my  Lords,  though  one  of 
great  interest,  is  still  one  which  has  re- 
cently been  brought  before  this  House 
under  circumstances  with  which  your 
Lordships  must  be  perfectly  familiar,  and 
which  will  probably  again  receive  your 
attention.  But  I  really  think  that,  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  Parliament 
now  stands,  it  would  be  inexpedient  and 
alito  injurious  to  the  views  of  my  noble 
Friend  that  it  phould  be  pressed  on  this 
occasion.  He  has  commuuicatud  its  pur- 
pose to  the  House  ;  and,  having  done  so 
much,  lio  may  bo  conti.'nt  not  to  press 
the  measure.  In  the  now  Parhament 
my  nobh)  Friend  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  forward  the  Motion 
with  all  the  charm  which  is  attondaut  on 
a  virgin  measure.  Probably  ho  will  find 
that,  by  asking  the  House  to  consider  it 
now,  ho  will  not  at  all  facilitnto  the  fur- 
therance of  tho  views  which  he  so  con- 
scientiously entertains.  I  should,  there- 
fore, advise  him  to  withdraw  the  measure 
for  the  procent. 

IjOKI>  DENMAN  said,  he  could  not 
object  to  follow  tlie  course  suggested  by 
the  noble  Earl  the  Prime  Minister. 

Order  dUeharged,  and  Bill  (by  leave  of 
the  House)  withdratcn. 
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COMMON  LAW  PROCEDURE  AND  JXJDI. 

CATURE  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

{The  Lord  Coleridge.) 

(no.    44.)      SECOND   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

Lord  COLERIDGE,  in  moving  that 
the  Bill,  which  had  come  up  from  the 
Commons,  be  now  read  a  second  time, 
explained  that  its  object  was  to  enable 
the  OJ0B.cial  Referees  not  only  to  hear  cases 
sent  before  them,  but,  if  thought  desir- 
able, to  finally  determine  them  without 
the  necessity  of  sending  the  cases  back 
to  the  Court.  The  Bill  was  introduced 
by  Gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  other 
House,  and  he  believed  that  it  passed 
there  without  opposition.  He  understood 
that  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  on  the 
Woolsack  had  no  objection  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  though  he  had  one  or 
two  objections  to  its  phraseology.  To 
such  Amendments  he  (Lord  Coleridge) 
would  offer  no  objection. 

Moved,  ''That  the  Bill  be  nowread  2\" 
—(7%^  Lord  Coleridge.) 

The  Earl  oy  POWIS  thought  that 
facilities  should  be  afforded  for  the  con- 
tinuous sitting  of  Arbitrators  or  Referees. 
The  great  delays  in  such  cases  made  it 
a  great  hardship  to  be  driven  to  a  Re- 
feree by  the  Judge  to  expedite  an  Assize. 
It  sometimes  happened  that  when  an 
Arbitrator  had  been  sitting  for  a  long 
time  he  was  made  a  Judge,  and  then  all 
the  proceedings  in  arbitration  were 
thrown  away.  He  should,  under  these 
circumstances,  have  power  to  continue 
the  arbitration. 

Lord  PENZANCE  said,  that  the  Bill 
did  not  deal  with  Arbitrators  all,  but 
only  with  the  Official  Referees. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said,  he 
entirely  agreed  with  the  principle  of  the 
measure ;  and,  beyond  making  some 
verbal  Amendments,  he  had  no  desire  to 
interfere  with  its  progress.  He  believed 
it  would  mitigate  many  evils  which  were 
complained  of  as  being  incidental  to  the 
system  of  Referees. 

On  Question  ?  Resolved  in  the  Affir- 
mative, 

Bill  read  2*  accordingly. 


ARMY  DISCIPLINE  AND  REGULATION 
(ANNUAL)  BILL. 
{The  Fitcount  Bury.) 

THI&D   BEADING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Bead- 
ingy  read. 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3»." 
—{The  Vucount  Bury.) 

The  Eael  of  LONGFORD  said,  he 
wished  to  repeat  now  what  he  said  on 
Saturday  last,  when  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  was  taken  at  a  Morning 
Sitting — namely,  that  the  Bill  was  in- 
troduced this  year,  as  it  was  last,  at  a 
time  when  no  Amendment  could  be  in- 
troduced into  it.  It  must  not,  however, 
be  supposed  that,  because  no  Amend- 
ments were  proposed,  therefore  none 
were  needed.  He  objected  to  the  Bill 
because,  under  its  provisions,  command- 
ing officers  would  not  have  sufficient 
powers  to  repress  disorder.  Again, 
some  change  was  necessary  in  the  system 
of  distribution  of  the  booty  of  war.  For 
20  years  a  dispute  concerning  booty  had 
been  going  on  with  the  Public  Depart- 
ments concerned,  and  was  still  unsettled. 
In  the  Navy  th^re  was  no  difficulty  of 
this  kind,  because  for  a  long  time  they 
had  had  an  efficient  jurisdiction  for  de- 
termining those  questions ;  and  he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  long  before  they  had 
something  of  the  same  kind  for  the 
Army. 

On  Question?  Besokcdinihe Affirma- 
tive. 

Bill  read  3^  accordingly,  and  pasted, 

HYPOTHEC    ABOLITION     (SCOTLAND) 
BILL.— (No.  84.) 
{The  Earl  of  Haddington,) 
COMMITTEE. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  be 
put  into  Committee,  read. 

Moved y  **  That  the  House  do  now  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  upon  the 
said  BUI,''— {The  Earl  of  MaddinfUm.) 

The  Earl  of  REDESDALE  (Chaib- 
MAN  of  Committees)  said,  that  for  the 
same  reason  that  he  objected  to  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  last  night  he 
must  now  object  to  g^inff  into  Committee 
upon  it.  This  was  a  BiU  which  proposed 
to  entirely  change  the  relatioiis  DetweaD 
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landlord  and  tenants  in  Scotland,  and, 
therefore,  was  a  measure  which  ought 
not  to  be  hurriedly  considered.  He  saw 
that  the  noble  Earl  who  had  charge  of 
the  Bill  proposed  to  strike  more  than 
one*half  out  of  it,  and  introduce  new 
prorisions  of  a  different  character.  He 
thought  a  measure  of  that  character 
otight  not  to  be  treated  in  that  way,  but 
ought  to  be  thoroughly  considered  by 
their  Lordships;  and,  therefore,  he  should 
8SJ  **  not  content "  to  the  Motion  to  go 
into  Committee. 

Thb  lord  chancellor  said,  the 
Amendment  to  which  his  noble  Friend 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  referred 
was  one  of  great  length ;  but  it  really 
was  only  an  alteration  of  page  2  of  the 
BUU  and  was  an  improvement  upon  the 
words  in  the  measure.  Ho  thought  the 
matter  could  be  better  discussed  in  Com- 
mittee. 

Thb  Eaal  of  STAIR  thought  the  Bill 
onght  to  pass,  but  agreed  with  the  noble 
Earl  the  Chairman  of  Committees  (the 
Earl  of  Redesdale)  that  the  Amend- 
ment was  a  very  large  one.  The  effect 
of  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  to  give  the 
tenant  compensation  for  unexhausted  im- 
proTements. 

The  Earl  of  GALLOWAY  said,  that 
when  the  Bill  was  on  the  Paper  for  se- 
cond reading  their  Lordships  had  more 
particularly  assembled  to  hear  a  debate 
upon  two  Motions — one  referring  to  the 
disturbed  state  of  Ireland,  and  the  other 
to  the  Eastern  Question — one  of  which 
had  been  down  on  the  Paper  before  the 
Bill  had  reached  the  stage  of  Committee 
in  the  other  House  of  Parliament. 
Owing  to  that  state  of  circumstances,  he 
(the  Earl  of  Galloway)  would  not  ven- 
ture to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  the  Bill  last  night.  It  was 
tme  that,  by  the  Forms  of  the  House, 
the  time  for  discussing  the  merits  of  the 
Bill  had  now  passed,  and  he  would  not 
transgress  the  Forms  in  that  respect. 
But  he  wished  to  remind  their  Lordships 
that  the  Law  of  H3rpothec,  as  originally 
enacted,  was  not  enacted  in  the  interests 
of  the  landlord.  It  was  perfectly  true 
that  the  Act  referred  to  the  landlord's 
right  of  hypothec ;  but  the  object  of  the 
BUI  was  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
tenant.  It  was  also  perfectly  true  that 
there  had  been  a  great  clamour  in  Scot- 
land for  the  abolition  of  the  Law  of 
Hypothec ;  but  he  himself  believed  that 
the  damour  was  past.     He  thought  that 


the  tenants,  in  clamouring  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Law  of  Hypothec,  did  not 
seem  to  know  what  was  good  for  them- 
selves. There  had,  however,  been  a 
clamour,  and  that  was  the  reason  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  acquiesced 
in  passing  the  Bill.  But  he  still  main- 
tained that  it  was  clearly  not  a  matter 
for  the  landlords  at  all.  He  believed 
that  the  Law  of  Hypothec  was  really  a 
matter  of  benefit  to  the  agricultural 
tenant  in  Scotland,  and  was  not  a  mea- 
sure that  was  really  in  the  interests  of 
the  landlord.  To  prove  that  he  believed 
that  the  Law  of  Hypothec  was  really  in 
the  interests  of  the  tenant,  he  was  ready 
to  give  his  cordial  support  to  any  Bill 
proposed  for  giving  compensation  to  the 
tenants  for  unexhausted  improvements. 

The  Duke  op  RICHMOND  and 
GOEDON  said,  his  contention  was  that, 
agriculturally,  the  interest  of  the  land- 
lord and  the  tenant  were  identical ;  and, 
therefore,  in  that  respect,  he  did  not 
agree  with  his  noble  Friend  behind 
him  (the  Earl  of  Galloway).  Where  a 
tenant  was  ejected  from  his  holding,  he 
would  be  entitled,  under  the  Bill,  to 
receive  compensation  for  unexhausted 
improvements. 

Lord  ORANMORE  and  BROWNE 
said,  he  must  confess  that  he  thought  an 
important  Bill  like  this,  which  proposed 
to  change  the  custom — which  was  the 
custom  which  existed  in  almost  every 
country  in  Europe — would  not  have  been 
taken  up  by  the  Government  except  that 
the  Members  of  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament were  going  to  their  constituents, 
and  wanted  this  measure  as  a  part  of 
their  programme. 

On  Question?  Retohed  in  the  Afflr* 
mative. 

House  in  Committee  accordingly. 

Clause  1  (Landlords' hj'pothec  to  cease 
after  llth  November,  1881). 

Amendments  made,  in  page  I,  line  12, 
by  leaving  out  (**  passing  "),  and  insert- 
ing (**  commencement  *');  and  in  line  24, 
by  loaving  out  ("and  payable  at  any 
term  of  payment  thereafter*'). 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  (Landlords'  remedy  when 
six  months'  ront  is  due  and  unpaid). 

Amendments  made,  in  page  1,  line  24, 
after    (**  sherilf),    by    inserting  (**  or 
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sheriff-substitute  '') ;  in  line  26,  after 
(** notice"),  by  inserting  ("by  regis- 
tered post-office,  letter,  or  otherwise  ") ; 
and  in  line  27,  after  (**nor"),  by  in- 
serting (''in  an  action  for  caution  and 
removing  "). 

The  Eakl  of  HADDINGTON  said, 
he  would  now  move  the  Amendment 
which  had  been  described  by  the  noble 
and  learned  Earl  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  as 
merely  an  alteration  of  the  phraseology 
of  the  BUI. 

Movedy  in  page  2,  line  1 ,  to  leave  out 
from  (** caution")  to  end  of  clause,  and 
insert— 

**  Provided  also  that  in  the  event  of  the  re- 
moval or  rejection  of  a  tenant  from  such  land  in 
any  year  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
Sederunt  anent  Rcmo\'ings  of  the  fourteenth 
day  of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-six,  and  of  this  Act,  on  account  of 
being  in  an-ear  of  rent  for  six  months  or  twelve 
months,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  following  fur- 
ther provisions  shall  have  effect : 

'*  (1.)  A  tenant  so  removed  or  ejected  shall 
not  thereby  forfeit  the  rights  of  an  outgoing 
tenant  to  which  otherwise  he  would  have  been 
entitled  if  his  lease  had  naturally  expired  at 
the  date  of  removing  or  ejection,  or  at  the  last 
preceding  term  of  Whitsunday  or  Martinmas 
m  the  event  of  the  removing  or  ejection  taking 
place  between  these  terms. 

"  (2.)  When  the  removing  or  ejection  takes 
place  between  the  before-mentioned  terms,  the 
tenant  shall  be  entitled  to  payment  of  or  credit 
for  the  expenditure  made  by  such  tenant  since 
the  last  preceding  term  on  the  labour,  seed,  and 
manure  applied  to  any  crop,  other  than  an 
away-going  crop,  falling  within  the  immediately 
preceding  provision. 

*'  (3.)  Where  a  tenant  is  removed  or  is  ejected 
between  the  before-mentioned  terms,  he  shall 
not,  except  as  herein-after  provided,  be  liable 
to  pay  for  the  occupation  of  such  land  after 
the  immediately  preceding  term  of  Whitsun- 
day or  Martinmas,  more  than  a  proportion 
of  the  rent  effciring  to  the  period  between 
such  term  and  the  date  of  removing  or  ejection : 
Providing  always,  that  where  any  away-going 
crop  to  which  a  tenant  is  entitled  is  imma- 
ture at  the  date  of  such  removing  or  ejection, 
neither  the  tenant  nor  any  one  deriving  right 
through  him  shall  be  entitled  to  carry  away 
such  crop  at  maturity  until  payment  shall 
have  been  made  to  the  landlord  of  the  propor- 
tion  of  rent  effeiring  to  the  period  between  the 
date  of  removing  or  ejection  and  the  separation 
of  such  crop  from  the  ground." — (JA*  Earl  of 
Haddington.) 

The  Earl  of  AIELIE  wished  to  call 
attention  to  the  first  part  of  the  clause. 
The  words  were — 

"  From  and  after  the  commencement  of  this 
Act,  the  landlord  of  any  land  exceeding  two 
acres  in  extent,  and  let  for  agriculture  or  pas- 
ture, shall,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  pre- 


ceding section  of  this  Act,  hare  the  same  ngkti 
and  remedieeagainsthis  tenant  when  nx  month** 
rent  is  due  and  unpaid,  as  ia  now  provided  by 
the  law  of  Scotland  when  twelve  months'  rtiLt 
is  due  and  unpaid,  and  shall  also  have  the  sum 
rights  and  remediee  affainat  his  tenant  when 
twelve  months*  rent  is  due  and  unpaid  as  is  &o« 
provided  by  the  law  of  Scotland  when  two 
years'  rent  is  due  and  unpaid." 

If  they  looked  at  the  first  part  of  the 
clause,  they  would  find  that,  before  and 
after  the  commencement  of  this  Act, 
the  landlord  should  have  the  same  rights 
and  remedies  when    six  months'  rent 
was  due  as  he  now  had  where  1 2  months' 
rent  was  unpaid,  and  the  same  righti 
and  remedies  when  12  montha'  rentwu 
due  and  unpaid  as  he  now  had  when 
two  years'  rent  was  unpaid.      He  quet- 
tioned  whether  anyone  in  that  HouBe 
except  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  {the 
Lord  Chancellor)  knew  exactly  what  the 
state  of  the  law  was  at  present  with  re- 
gard to  that  part  of  the  clause.    It  wu 
now  proposed  to  take    awaj  from  the 
landlord  the  exceptional  right  which  he 
had  hitherto  had,  and  place  him  on  the 
same  footing  as  aill  other  creditors.  But 
if  the  exceptional  right  was  taken  awaj 
from    the  landlord  he  would  not  be 
placed  in  the    same   position  as  other 
persons,    because   a   merchant,    if  he 
found  his  customers  did  not  pay  him, 
could  stop  the  supplies  ;    but  in  this 
case,  if  the  tenant  could  not  pay  the 
rent,  the  landlord  could  not  stop  the 
supplies.    The  tenant  continued  on  the 
farm,  and  the  landlord,  so   to   spesk, 
continued  to  supply  the  artide,  and  re- 
ceived nothing.    He  was  supported  in 
the  view  he  took  by  the  Committee  of 
their   Lordships'    House.     Under  the 
present  law,  a  tenant,  if  he  became  in- 
solvent, might  retain  possession  for  a 
long  time.    It  mieht  be  said  that  thit 
might  be  altered  by  having  a  covenant 
in  the  lease  that  if  the  tenant  could  not 
pay  his  rent  he  should  quit  the  farm; 
but  there  seemed  to  be  some  doubt  ss 
to  the  legality  of  such  contracts.    A 
noble  Friend  of  his  in  the  North  of 
Scotland   had  brought  forward  a  nev 
sot  of  regulations  for  the  management 
of  his  estate,  and  had  given  up  alto- 
gether his  right  of  hypothec,  but  had 
introduced   a  condition  into  his  leasee 
til  at  if  a  tenant  became  bankrupt,  or  if 
he  failed  to  pay  his  rent  within  a  cer- 
tain time,  the  farm  was  to  be  given  up. 
He  wished  to  ask  the  Lord  Chancellor 
what  was  the  present  law,  and  what 
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precise  effect  of  the  alterations 
'  this  part  of  the  2q(1  clause  ? 
LORD  CHANCELLOR  said, 
Brst  instance,  the  Bill  had  no 
n  whatever  npon  existing  con- 
'hich  were  left  just  as  they  were 
ViHx  regard  to  future  leases, 
nt,  if  he  failed  to  pay  the  rent, 
m  before  the  Sheriff,  and  secu- 
takeu  for  the  payment  of  the 
lie  noble  Earl  had  asked  what 
9  done  by  agreement,  and  had 
ed  the  case  of  a  noble  Lord  in 
th  of  Scotland,  who,  he  under- 
ad  made  agreements  by  which, 
rent  of  the  rent  not  being  paid 
inant  within  a  certain  time,  or  in 
it  of  a  tenant  becoming  bank- 
d  lease  was  to  become  void.  As 
(rstood  the  law  of  Scotland,  he 

such  a  stipulation  was  legal ; 
hould  not  like  to  give  a  positive 

on  it  off-hand.  In  England 
stipulation  would  certainly  be 
Be  would  merely  state  to  the 
!arl  what  he  understood  the 
aw  to  be.  Any  agreement  was 
ut  to  enforce  it  an  action  must 
tuted,  and  what  was  called  a 
r  had  to  be  obtained  in  the 
'  Session.  But  he  must  also  say 
sr  things  could  be  done  which 
require  the  intervention  of  the 
Tor  instance,  an  agreement  for 
ment  of  the  rent  in  advance,  or 
de  sureties  for  payment.  The 
Icotland  stood  thus — if  the  rent 
irrear  the  landlord  might  take 
ng^  against  the  tenant,  which 
lown  by  the  name  of  caution. 
d  npon  the  tenant  to  give  secu- 
payment  of  the  rent.  That  secu- 
bt  range  over  five  years,  if  the 
in  arrear  for  12  months.  The 
iced  the  period  of  1 2  months  to 
I  gave  the  landlord  power  to 
lasures  to  avoid  the  lease  and 
I  tenant  after  one  year's  arrears 
rued.  The  provisions  now  ex- 
ben  the  rent  was  in  arrear  for 
.rs    were    made   applicable   by 

to  one  year's  arrears  of  rent. 
dlord  might  take  summary  pro- 

to  make  the  lease  void  and  re- 
9  tenant  after  one  year's  arrears 
due.  But  the  tenant  in  such 
as  not  to  be  deprived  of  the 
)f  an  out-going  tenant.  The 
1  change  made  by  the  Bill  was 
periods  he  had  referred  to  of 


two  years  and  one  year  were  shortened 
to  one  year  and  six  months  respectively. 
Lord  SELBORNE  remarked,  that 
the  language  of  the  Bill  clearly  implied 
that  what  the  noble  and  learned  Earl 
(the  Lord  Chancellor)  had  said  could  be 
done. 

On  Question?  Resohed  in  the  Affir^ 
mative. 

Clause,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  (Provisions  of  2nd  section 
not  to  apply  in  addition  to  hypothec) 
agreed  to. 

New  Clause  (Shoyt  title)  agreed  to, 
and  added  to  the  Bill. 

House  resumed. 

Report  of  Amendments  to  be  received 
To-morrow  ;  and  Standing  Orders  Nos. 
XXXVII.  and  XXXVIII.  to  be  con- 
sidered,  in  order  to  their  being  diepeneed 
with. 


METROPOLITAN  WATER   SUPPLY. 

QTTESTIONS.      OBSEBYATIOITS. 

The  Eakl  of  CAMPERDOWN,  on 
rising  to  call  attention  to  the  present 
position  of  the  Metropolitan  ratepayers 
who  consume  water,  with  reference  to 
the  charges  which  are  and  may  be  made 
by  the  Water  Companies ;  also  to  ask, 
Whether  the  Government  will  take 
steps  to  ascertain  ( 1 )  if  the  Companies 
are  correct  in  law  in  interpreting 
*'  annual  value"  to  mean  **  gross  annu^ 
value;'*  and  (2)  if  each  successive  re- 
valuation of  the  Metropolis  under  the 
Metropolis  Valuation  Act,  1860,  would 
alter  the  rateable  valuation  of  Me- 
tropolitan property  in  respect  of  the 
water  supplied  by  the  Companies  ?  said, 
he  was  very  sorry  to  call  their  Lord- 
ships' attention  to  the  subject  of  Metro- 
politan Water  Supply ;  but,  under  the 
present  circumstances,  he  felt  it  abso- 
lutely necessary,  in  the  interest  of  the 
ratepayers,  that  some  representations  on 
the  subject  should  be  made  to  their 
Lordships.  The  introduction  of  a  Bill 
on  this  subject  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department,  coupled  with  its  with- 
drawal, had  placed  the  ratepayers  in 
such  a  position  that  he  very  much 
feared,  unless  some  step  was  taken  with 
reference  to  their  interest,  their  posi- 
tion would  be  found  to  be  worse  than  at 
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present.  He  was  not  going  to  weaiy 
their  Lordships  by  g^ing  into  the 
general  question  of  water  supply,  or  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  that  supply,  which 
had  been  entered  into  before  in  that 
House,  and  which  had  no  direct  re- 
ference to  the  point  now  before  him ; 
but  he  was  going  to  limit  himself  en- 
tirely to  the  rating  powers  which  were 
possessed  by  the  Water  Companies,  and 
to  call  their  Lordships'  attention  to  that. 
It  might  be  necessary  that  he  should 
remind  their  Lordships  that  the  Water 
Companies  held  their  powers  under  Acts 
of  their  own,  and  that  their  legal  charge 
consisted  of  a  certain  percentage  upon 
the  annual  value  of  the  house  which  they 
supplied.  Those  powers  were  confirmed 
by  the  general  Act  of  1 847.  At  a  much 
later  period,  the  Valuation  (Metropolis) 
Act  of  1869  was  passed  with  reference 
to  an  entirely  different  state  of  things, 
and  was  introduced  without  any  special 
reference  to  the  Water  Companies.  It 
was  introduced  to  provide  for  local  go- 
vernment and  taxation,  and  to  promote 
uniformity  of  the  assessment  of  pro- 
perty in  the  Metropolis.  As  the  charges 
made  by  the  Water  Companies  were  in 
the  nature  of  a  charge  made  for  supply, 
and  not  in  the  nature  of  a  tax  or  rate, 
he  believed  it  was  questionable  whether 
the  Water  Companies  were  justiGed  in 
increasing  their  rates  under  the  Valua- 
tion Act.  By  the  Valuation  Act  of  1869 
it  was  enacted  that  the  Metropolis  should 
be  re-valued  at  periods  of  five  years; 
and  he  must  trouble  their  Lordships  by 
reminding  them  that  when  the  Yalua- 
tion  Act  of  1875  had  just  passed,  and 
nine  or  ten  months  before  it  came  into 
force,  he  pointed  out  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  take  some  step  to  prevent 
Acts  which  were  not  intended  by  JParlia- 
ment  to  apply  to  Water  Companies  from 
applying  to  them,  the  result  would  be 
that  the  Companies  would  come  under 
the  provisions  of  that  Act,  and  the 
charge  to  consumers  of  water  would  be 
increased  without  anv  change  in  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  the  supply.  On 
that  occasion,  his  observations  re- 
ceived scant  reply  from  the  Government. 
Indeed,  the  noble  Duke  opposite  (the 
Duke  of  Bichmond  and  Gordon)  did  not 
agree  with  the  view  he  took.  The 
noble  Duke  snid,  in  the  first  place,  that 
it  was  iuiposi^ible  before  the  lists  were 
finally  approved  and  came  into  force  to 
say  whether  the  rateable  value  of  pro- 
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perty  in  the  Metropolis  would  be  raised 
or  not  80  as  to  affect  the  water  rate: 
and,  secondly,  that  it  was  not  intendni 
by  GoYemment  to  confer  any  additir-nal 
powers  of  rating   on  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Companies.     The    noble    Duke 
said  that,  although  moat  of  their  Lord- 
ships knew  at  the  time  that  the  re- 
valuation of  the  Metropolis  had  been 
completed  and  had  been  Tery  largely  in- 
creased, and  that  the  Companies  would 
claim  the  benefit  of  it,  unless  there  vu 
a    special    provision    to   preTent  them 
from  doing  bo.     With   regard  to   the 
second  answer  which  the  noble  Duke 
had  given,  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  vu 
never    intended    to    confer    additional 
rating  powers  upon   the  Water  Com- 
panies  oy  the   Valuation   (Metropolis^ 
Act.    But  whatever  might  have  hem 
the  intention  with  which  that  Act  vu 
passed,  the  Companies  claimed  to  bus 
their  rates  on  the  new  Taluation,  and 
thus  to  throw  an  additional  charge  upon 
the  consumers  of  water.    It  was  clear, 
from  the  remarks  which  were  made  tl 
the  time  to  which  he  referred  by  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  6tate 
for  Foreign  Affairs — the  cause  of  whoM 
absence  they  all  regretted — that  either 
the  Government  had  not  then  considered 
this  question  very  carefully,  or  else  that 
their  views  had  considerably  changed 
since.    The  noble  Marquess  said — 

**  At  to  taking  the  supply  oat  of  th«  handi 
of  the  Companies,  auch  a  policy  at  the  pneeat 
day  would  be  Utopian.*' — [3  Smnsard,  ocxxr. 
1733-4.] 

And  yet  that  was  exactly  what  the 
Government  had  just  proposed  doiog. 
The  fears  he  (the  Earl  of  Uamperdown) 
had  then  expressed  had,  nnforta- 
nately,  proTed  to  be  only  too  veil 
founded,  and  the  Water  Companies  had 
either  raised  the  rates  or  had  claimed  to 
have  a  rieht  to  raise  them,  and  they 
maintained  their  right  to  do  so,  and 
would  probably  claim  to  be  paid  for  the 
unexhausted  right  to  raise  those  chai]^ 
in  future ;  and,  therefore,  in  calculating 
the  price  to  be  paid  to  the  Companies, 
this  increase  in  the  rates,  either  actual 
or  prospective,  would  have  to  be  taken 
into  consideration.  Passing  on  to  the 
present  time,  he  would  not  enter  into 
the  details  of  the  Gkivemment  meaiore 
which  had  just  been  brought  forward  in 
the  other  House,  because  he  did  not  de- 
sire to  introduce  controTersial  matter  into 
the  discussion.    The  Bill,  no  doabt,  had 
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been  introduced  with  the  best  intention ; 
bat  it  WM  the  general  opinion  through- 
out the  Metropolis  that  the  compensation 
to  be  paid  under  it  to  the  Water  Com- 
panies was  excessive;  and,  therefore,  it 
nad  been  found  necessary  to  withdraw  the 
measure,  because  it  certainly  could  not 
have  been  passed  through  the  other 
House  of  Parliament.  The  Bill  having 
been  withdrawn,  in  what  position  did 
the  ratepayers  find  themselves  placed  at 
the  present  moment  ?  The  Companies  re- 
tained, and  probably  would  exercise  the 
light  which  they  claimed  to  raise  the 
rates.  He  woula  remind  the  House  that 
they  were  approaching  the  second  quin- 

auennial  period,  when  the  property  in 
le  Uetropolis  would  be  again  re-valued; 
and  the  result  would  be  that  the  Water 
Companies  would  claim  to  still  further 
raise  their  rates,  and  when  another  at- 
tempt was  made  to  buy  up  the  property 
of  the  Companies  they  would  demand  to 
be  paid  for  this  further  increase  in  its 
Talue.  He  should  like  to  ask  the  Govern- 
ment whether,  in  these  circumstances, 
they  proposed  to  take  any  action  in 
favour  of  the  ratepayers  ?  In  order  that 
this  question  might  be  looked  upon  as  a 
practical  one,  he  would  suggest  one  or 
two  ways  in  which  the  Government 
might  take  beneficial  action  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  ratepayers.  In  the  first 
place,  the  Companies  interpreted  the  ex- 
pression ''annual  value"  to  mean  ''  gross 
annual  value."  Their  right  to  place 
such  an  interpretation  on  those  words 
bad  not  hitherto  been  brought  to  the 
test,  because  individual  ratepayers  were 
afraid  to  enter  into  expensive  litigation 
with  a  number  of  wealthy  Water  Com- 
panies. It  might  be  said  that  the  rato- 
Kyers  should  defend  themselves  in 
»ndon  as  they  had  done  in  other  towns ; 
but  the  answer  was  obvious— the  Ktato  of 
local  government  in  the  Metropolis — 
there  was  no  body  to  take  up  and  tr}-  the 
question.  Ho,  therefore,  URked  the  Go- 
vernment whether  they  had  taken,  or 
would  take,  legal  opinion  on  the  (|Ucb- 
tion  whether  the  Act  of  1869  roally  ap- 
plied to  the  Water  ConipanicH,  and 
whether  they  would  introduce  a  Bill 
declaring  that  that  Act  was  not  intcndKl 
and  should  not  apply  to  them  ?  lie  eouKl 
assure  the  House  that  he  was  actuated 
in  this  matter  by  no  hostile  feeling  to- 
wards the  Water  C<)mi>anies.  whom  he 
wished  to  see  treated  with  justice  and 
fairness;  but  it  waH  monstrous  that  extra 
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burthens  should  be  thrown  upon  the 
ratepayers  in  a  way  never  intended  by 
Parliament.  He  begged,  in  conclusion, 
to  ask  the  Question  of  which  he  had 
given  Notice. 

Earl  BEAUCHAMP  remarked  that 
the  noble  Earl  opposite  (the  Earl  of 
Camperdown)  had  brought  forward  this 
subject  not  for  the  first  time.  The  noble 
Earl  had  said,  with  justice,  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  1 869  were  not  in- 
tended to  apply  to  the  Water  Companies. 
The  question  of  the  water  rates  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  that  Act,  but  depended 
entirely  upon  the  terms  of  the  Water 
Companies  Acts,  which  were  Private  Acts 
obtained  by  the  Companies ;  it  was  in 
these  Acts  that  the  term  ' '  annual  value  " 
appeared,  and  they  levied  their  rates  by 
virtue  of  these  Acts.  The  question,  then, 
was — What  was  annual  value?  The 
Valuation  (Metropolis)  Act  did  not  affect 
that  question.  If  it  had  never  been  in 
existence  they  would  have  been  entitled 
to  charge  upon  annual  value,  proving  it 
in  any  way  they  could ;  although,  of 
course,  the  Hetums  made  under  that  Act 
might  be  used  by  the  Companies  as  evi- 
dence of  what  that  annual  value  was. 
With  respect  to  annual  value,  that  was 
liable  to  fluctuate  with  the  decrease  or 
increase  of  the  value  of  property ;  and 
though,  no  doubt,  a  periodical  valuation 
afforded  very  important  evidence  in  de- 
termining it,  it  did  no  more,  and  the 
Companies  were  legally  in  the  same 
position  now  as  before  1869.  They  all 
knew  that  property  in  the  Metropolis 
did  increase  in  value;  and  so  long  as  the 
Companies  enjoyed  the  powers  conferred 
upon  them  by  Parliament  under  their 
special  Acts  he  did  not  see  anv  way  of 
escape  from  the  present  state  of  things. 
He  was  in  hopes  that  the  noble  Earl,  who 
had  come  forward  in  the  character  of 
Portia,  would  have  devised  and  suggested 
some  ingenious  mode  of  avoiding  giving 
to  the  Companies  the  |>ound  of  flesh 
which  the}'  demanded.  It  would,  how- 
ever, 1)0  a  strong  measure  to  rescind 
what  I^arliament  had  already  granted. 
They  were  in  possespion  of  thoso  powers 
for  better  lor  worse  ;  they  liad  raised  a 
large  amount  of  capital,  and  had  ex- 
pended large  suniH  under  thobo  powers, 
lie  would  not  sny  Parliament  could  not 
do  it,  for,  of  course.  Parliament  could  df» 
anything;  but  this  ho  would  say — that 
there  was  no  precedent  for  Parliament 
artinpf  in  sui'h  a  manner.     The  derision 

1?  \ 


1091 


Metropolitan 


[COMMONS  J 


Wattr  Supply, 


ir.>2 


of  the  question,  **  What  was  annual 
value?"  was  left  to  the  Metn^politan 
majristrates,  and  might  be  raised  oy  any 
ratepayer  who  thought  himself  aggrieved, 
and  the  magistrates  had  hitherto  de- 
cided it  in  the  sense  mentioned  by  the 
noble  Earl.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  of 
last  year  there  was  no  appeal  from  their 
decision ;  and,  in  fact,  no  appeal  had 
yet  been  made  on  the  subject  to  any 
Superior  Court.  The  noble  Earl  had 
spoken  of  e^cpensive  litigation ;  but  the 
raising  of  the  question  before  a  Metro- 
politan magistrate  was  a  very  simple 
and  inexpensive  matter.  He  thought  he 
had  shown  the  noble  Earl  that  the  in- 
creased charges  to  which  he  had  referred 
and  of  which  ho  complained  were  the 
result  of  periodical  re- valuations.  They 
might  or  might  not  be  excellent  things ; 
but  they  had  no  bearing  upon  the  present 
question.  The  noble  Earl  said  that  if  the 
action  proposed  by  the  Government  were 
taken,  the  last  position  of  the  ratepayers 
would  be  worse  than  the  first ;  and  he  re- 
ferred to  the  Bill  recently  introduced  to 
the  House  of  Commons  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  Well,  the  question 
of  the  Water  Supply  of  London,  and 
the  control  and  regulation  of  that  sup- 
ply, was  not  a  new  question.  Many  im- 
portant alterations  were  made  in  the 
year  1852,  and  a  very  effective  system 
of  control  was  then  established.  That 
control  was  increased  and  extended  by 
the  Act  of  1871,  and  the  history  of  that 
Act  was  very  remarkable.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  Session  of  1871  a  Bill  was 
introduced  which  contained,  among  other 
provisions,  one  for  the  compulsory  pur- 
chase of  the  undertakings  of  the  Water 
Companies.  The  Bill,  even  in  those 
days  of  heroic  legislation,  met  with  such 
opposition  that  it  was  withdrawn,  and 
later  on  in  the  Session  another  Water 
Bill  was  introduced  without  the  provi- 
sion in  question.  As  he  had  said,  the 
Government  of  1871  hesitated  to  proceed 
with  a  Bill  containing  provisions  for 
compulsory  purchase;  they  abandoned 
their  measure,  and  no  effort  had  since 
been  made  to  obtain  such  powers.  That 
being  so,  he  was  sure  their  Lordships 
would  see  how  difficult  the  question  was, 
and  how  ahnost  insuperable  the  obsta- 
cles wore  which  lav  in  the  wav  of  ob- 
taining  a  provision  (»f  the  kind.  The 
abandoning  of  the  proposal  to  take  com- 
pnlsor}'  powers  had  led  to  great  embar- 
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rassment  in  the  subsequent  dealing  with 
the  question.     He    would    not  inquire 
into  the  historv   of  the    second  BUI  of 
1871,  which  subsequently  became  lav. 
It  was  enough  to  show  that  the  Govi-n:- 
ment  of  the  day  were  obliged  to  abau- 
don  the  provision  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred.     The  Bill  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  had  introduced  this  ^-s^ion 
had,  no  doubt,  been  withdrawn ;  but  ;he 
attention  of  the  Government  to  the  mat- 
ter had  by  no  means   relaxed,  and  be 
ventured  to  say  that  it  was  one  of  the 
earliest  subjects  which  would  engage  the 
attention  of  the    new  Parliament.     A 
g^at  deal  had  been  said  as  to  what  the 
noble  Earl  called  the  enormous  compen- 
sation which  was  proposed  to  be  paid  to 
the  Companies  under  the  Bill ;  but  Le 
(Earl  Beauchamp)  thought  that  a  great 
deal  of  exaggeration  haa  been  importt-d 
into  the  discussion  of  the  question.    1: 
be  borne  m  mind  that  in   12  year^— a 
small  time  in  the  history  of  a  great  ques- 
tion   like  this — a    very   sensible  relief 
would  have  been  afforded  to  the  rate- 
payers in  respect  of  charges  for  water 
under  the  scheme  had  it  become  law.  A 
question  of  this  magnitude,  involving 
the  supply  of  one  of  the  first  nece^sarit^ 
of  life  to  a  population  of  over  4,500.000 
people,  scattered  over  an  enormous  area, 
must  be  dealt  with  in  a  large  sense,  and 
necessarily  required  the  use  of  machineiy 
and  money  on  a  most  extensive  scale.  la 
the  Bill  the  first  step  had  been  taken  of 
bringing  the  Companies  and  the  rate- 
payers face  to  face  on  terms  of  mutual 
agreement ;  and  he  believed  the  more  it 
was  considered  that  more  would  be  said 
in  favour  of  the  scheme  than  they  hitherto 
heard.     He  had,  he  thought,  shown  the 
noble  Earl  that  his  Question  was  bated 
upon  a  misconception ;  and  he  did  not 
think  the  noble  Earl  had  pointed  oat 
any  practical   means  of  remedying  the 
evils  of  which  he  complained. 

Eabl  FOBTESCuE  said,  that  the 
great  disadvantage  under  which  the 
Metropolis  laboured  with  respect  to  water 
rates  and  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
water  supplied  arose  from  me  defective 
principles  on  which  the  present  supplj 
was  provided.  For  many  years  the  quea- 
tion  of  a  constant  supply  bad  been  con- 
sidered and  debated  in  many  of  oor 
largest  towns;  and  he  trusted  that  in  any 
legislation  that  mieht  take  place  in  the 
future  on  the  subject  provisions  would 
be  inserted  by  which  a  constant  supply 
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would  be  aeonred.  He  did  not  wish  to 
■ay  anrthing  ill  of  the  dead ;  no  doubt 
the  Bill  which  had  been  withdrawn  was 
a  t^md  fid$  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
Tsnixnent  to  bring  about  results  which 
tbey  were  all  desirous  to  see — the  pur- 
ehaae  of  the  Water  Companies,  on  fair 
tttrms,  for  the  Metropolis.  At  the  same 
time,  he  thought  it  was  to  be  regretted 
tliat  the  absence  of  the  constant  supply 
to  which  he  had  referred,  together  with 
the  alack  and  neglectful  performance  of 
the  duties  entailed  upon  them,  had  not 
been  insisted  upon  as  items  of  diminu- 
tion  in  the  price  to  be  paid  to  the  Water 
Oompaniee  under  it. 

House  adjonmed  at  a  quarter  past 
Seven  o'clock,  till  To-morrow, 

Two  o'clock. 
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HDTUTES.]  —  Sblbct  Coxxittbb  —  Heport  — 
Tompike  Acts  Continuance  [No.  133]. 

Wats  ahd  Mbaxh — eonsidered  in  Committee — 
Rt9olution9  [March  15]  reported. 

PcBUC  Buxs — JteeolutioH  [March  15]  reported — 
CM^fi/— Sinking  Fund  Act  (1875)  *. 

Ordtred^Firit  J?M</in^>-National  Deht*  [115]: 
Eaccheqner  Bills  and  Bonds*  [116]. 

Committee  —  Report  —  Parliamentary  Elections 
•ad  Cormpt  Practices  (No.  2)  [107];  Pro- 
batet  of  Wills,  &c.  *  [104],  and  Customs  and 
Inland  Revenue  *  [1 1 1-1 14],  with  an  amended 
Title  [BiUs  consobdated  into  one  BillJ ;  Con- 
■olidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  *. 

Witkdrmwn—Cnxeiiy  to  Animals*  [88] ;  Fraudu- 
lent  Debtors  (Scotland)  [94]. 

The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock. 
QUESTIONS. 


METROPOLITAN  WATER  AVORKS 
PURCHASE  BILL. 

Mb.  £.  JENKINS  asked  the  Secre- 
tory of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
Whether  he  is  aware  that  large  opera- 
tiona  took  place  on  the  Stock  Exchange 
in  Metropolitan  Water  Couii)auy  IShares 
in  anticipation  of  the  scheme  presented 
to  Parhament ;  whether  he  has  any 
reMon  to  believe  that  the  details  of  that 


measure  were  communicated  to  persons 
outside  the  Home  Office  before  it  was 
made  public ;  if  so,  if  he  has  caused  any 
inquiry  to  be  made  to  ascertain  the  par- 
ties guilty  of  such  disclosures  ;  and, 
whether  it  is  to  be  taken  that  the  present 
scheme  has  been  finally  abandoned  ? 

Me.  ASSHETON  CROSS:  Sir,  I 
have  no  means  of  information  as  to  the 
first  Question  other  than  that  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  hon.  Member.  If  I  had 
reason  to  suspect  that  any  information 
had  been  given  as  to  the  details  of  the 
measure  by  any  official  I  would  readily 
join  with  the  hon.  Member  in  censuring 
the  guilty  parties.  But  I  have  no  reason 
for  any  sucn  suspicion.  I  took  such  pre- 
cautions in  the  matter  as  to  render  any 
such  information  being  given  from  any 
official  in  the  Home  Office  absolutely 
impossible;  and  I  hold  in  my  hand 
letters  from  both  the  professional  gentle- 
men engaged  assuring  me  that  nothing 
could  have  escaped  from  their  respective 
offices.  I  know  that  the  vestries  have 
met  and  considered  the  subject;  but  I 
have  not  yet  received  from  them  the 
Memorial  which  I  understand  I  shall 
shortly  receive,  praying  that  this  matter 
may  be  carefully  investigated.  If  time 
had  allowed  this  Session  I  should  have 
been  able  to  show  clearly  what  advan- 
tages the  ratepayers  would  have  received 
under  the  Bill ;  but  I  must  again  remark 
that  the  final  decision  must  have  rested 
with  the  Committee  of  the  House,  after 
hearing  everything  that  the  ratepayers 
had  to  say.  The  whole  matter,  however, 
must  stand  over  till  another  Parliament. 
If  we  should  find  ourselves  in  our  pre- 
sent position,  we  should  certainly  feel  it 
our  duty  to  deal  with  what  we  must  con- 
sider a  great  question — the  procuring  of 
a  sufficient  supply  of  pure  water  to  the 
Metropolis,  and  we  shall  hope  to  put 
before  Parliament  such  a  scheme,  and  in 
such  a  manner,  as  will  secure  the  con- 
fidence of  all  interests  concerned. 

TT'RKEY  AND  GREECE— RECTIFICA- 
TION OF  THE  FRONTIER. 
Mk.  W.  CAETWIIIGIIT  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afi'airs,  Whether  it  be  true  an  Inter- 
national Commission  is  about  to  be  in- 
stituted, or  is  under  consideration,  with 
the  view  of  bringing  about  a  rectifica- 
tion of  frontiers  between  Turkey  and 
Greece,  in  conformity  with  the  recom- 
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House.    Indeed,  in  many  cases  the  ex- 
pense was  so  gpreat  that  only  plutocrats 
could  engage  in  a  contest.    The  tendency 
of  the  present  system  was  to  make  the 
House  more  and  more  a  House  for  the 
rich,  for  although  there  were  some  seats 
which  were  accessible  to  those  who  were 
not  rich  the  great  majority  of  them  were 
only  accessible  to  those  who  were.  There 
were   scandals  in  connection   with  the 
electoral  system  to  which  they  had  be- 
come accustomed  by  habit ;  but  the  in- 
telligent foreigners  who  came  amongst 
them  must  look  at  the  state  of  things 
with  the  utmost  astonishment.     He  pro- 
tested against  the  manner  in  which  the 
Government  were  pressing  forward  the 
Bill  at  a  time  when  it  could  not  be  suffi- 
ciently considered.     In  counties,  the  law 
allowed  the  hiring  of  carriages  for  the 
conveyance  of  voters  to  the  poll;  and  the 
result  was  that  counties,  above  all  other 
places,  were  the  seats  of  the  rich  and 
stupid.     [^  laugh.']     Hon.   Gentlemen 
might  laugh;  but  he  had  heard  a  county 
Member  say — **  I*m  not  clever,  but  I'm 
good  enough  for  a  county."     It  was  only 
men  of  great  position  who  could  aspire 
to  county  seats,  and  those  who  had  been 
engaged  in  county  contests  were  aware 
that  the  greatest  item  of  expense  was  the 
hiring  of  carriages  to  convey  voters  to 
the  poll.     Hitherto,  the  conveyance  of 
voters  had  been  prohibited  in  boroughs, 
but  the   Government  now  proposed  to 
abolish  the  prohibition  ;  and  the  passing 
of  the  measure  would  be  not  only  to 
render  it  possible  for  borough  Members 
to  spend  money  in  conveying  voters  to 
the  poll,  but  would,  practically,  make  it 
obligatory  on  them  to  do  so.     At  the 
present  time  the  position  of  a  Member 
of  Parliament  was  not  altogether  one  of 
honour  and  pleasure.     A  great  deal  of 
hard  and  dreary  work  had  to  be  per- 
formed;  and  it  was  hard,  under  such 
circumstances,  that  Members  should  be 
obliged  to  pay  more  and  more  for  their 
seats.     It    was   extraordinary  that  the 
Government  should  deem  it  necessary  to 
press  the  Bill,  when  there  was  so  little 
time  to  spare,  and  when  there  was  an 
important  financial  measure  still  to  be 
considered.     The  object  of  the  Bill  was 
clear;  but  he  really  saw  no  necessity  for 
it  whatever.     They  had  been  told  that 
carriages  were  necessary  at  elections,  in 
order  to  convey  cripples  and  such  like 
persons  to  the  poll ;  but  he  did  not  con- 
ceive that  cripples  formed  a  large  pro- 

Sir  6eorg$  Campbell 


portion  of  the  population.     True,  in  some 
cases,  the  law  was  evaded  by  corrupt 
constituencies;  but  there  were  many  con- 
stituencies in  which  the  law  was  not 
evaded,  and  it  was  hard  that  pure  con- 
stituencies should  be  made  to  suffer  for 
the  misdeeds  of  the  constituenciee  which 
were  not  pure.     It  would  be   a  much 
more  simple  process  to  enforce  the  law 
in  corrupt  constituencies.    Scotland  was 
a   law-aoiding  country,   and    its   peo- 
ple were  not  in  the  habit  of  spenoing 
their  money  recklessly  and  of  evading 
the  law.     He  maintained  that  if  the  Bill 
became  law  in  England  the  inevitable 
effect  would  be  to  force  a  similar  pro- 
vision upon  Scotland.      He   felt  some- 
what jealous  of  Scotch  electoral  purity, 
especially  when  he  heard  that  a  large 
Tory  purse  had  been  provided  for  Soot- 
land,  and  that  the  contents  of  the  purse 
were  to  be  lavishly  distributed,  so  as  to 
enable  Tory  candidates  to  contest  Scotch 
burghs.     The  real  fact  was  that  the  Con- 
servative Party  did  not  want  to  keep 
down  the  expense  of  elections,  as  thej 
felt  that  the  more  expensive  elections 
were  the  more  likely  it  was  that  the 
majority  of  the  House  would  consist  of 
Tories.    The  success  of  the  Conservative 
Party  had  hitherto    largely  depended 
upon  public-house  and  Church  support; 
and  it  seemed    that    the    Government 
wanted  to  add  another  interest  to  the 
number — namely,  the  cab  interest,  which, 
in  future,  would  be  zealous  on  behalf  ojf 
the  Tory  cause,  if  the  present  Bill  be- 
cam e  law .     They  well  knew  that  in  many 
constituencies  contests  were  '*  got  up," 
especially  by  the  lawyers,  entirely  for 
the  sake  of  making  money  fly  about;  and 
the  effect  of  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
would  be  the  give  the  cab  owners,  as 
well  as  the  lawyers,   an  incentive  for 
creating  contests,  where,  under  ordinal? 
circumstances,  they  might  be  avoided. 
For  those  reasons,  he  should  resolutely 
oppose  the  Bill  at  every  stag^  of  ito 
progress. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  **  That "  to  th« 
end  of  the  Qaestion,  order  into  add  the  womlii 
"this  House  will,  upon  this  day  month,  itBiolft 
itself  into  the  said  Committee," — {Mr.  An- 

dei'MOHf) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  oe  lefb  out  stand  part  of  the 

Question." 
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the  distress,  and  what  steps  will  be 
taken  to  give  employment  to  those  who 
are  thus  thrown  ont  of  work  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson):  Sir,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, I  will  answer  the  Question.  No- 
tice of  it  only  appeared  on  the  Paper 
this  morning,  and  there  has  not  been 
the  requisite  time  for  inquiries.  With 
regard  to  the  first  part,  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  say  what  are  the  reasons 
which  actuated  the  Board  of  Works  to 
discontinue  the  drainage  works;  but  I 
hare  no  doubt  they  had  some  reasons. 
which  appeared  to  the  Board  to  be  suffi- 
cient. 


IRELAND— OVERFLOW  OF  THE  RIVER 

BARHOW  AT  MONASTEREVAX, 

KILDARE. 

Mr.  MELDON  asked  the  Attorney 
CFeneral  for  Ireland,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  floods  of  a 
Tery  serious  character  which  have  oc- 
corred  in  the  noighbourliood  of  Monas- 
tereYan,  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  during 
the  past  autumn,  and  recently  recurred  ; 
whether  these  floods  have  been  caused 
by  the  overflow  of  the  River  Barrow, 
and,  if  the  Government  will  direct  an 
inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  the  best  means 
of  preventing  the  further  recurreueo  of 
such  floods  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Giusox) :  Sir,  there 
has  been  no  time  to  make  inquiries  into 
this  matter;  but  I  shall  see  that  it  is 
inquired  into. 

POLICE    (SCOTLAND)— THE   CATHOLIC 
CHURCH  AT  MAYBOLE. 

Mr.  SULLIVAN  (for  Mr.  0*SiiAur,n- 
fessy)  asked  the  Lord  Advocate,  If 
complaints  have  been  made  to  him  with 
reference  to  injuries  done  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  at  Maybole,  in  Scot- 
land, including  the  breakage  of  stained 
glass  windows  and  serious  damage  to  the 
sculptures  on  the  exterior ;  whether  these 
injuries  have  not  been  of  repeated  occur- 
rence ;  whether  he  has  made  any  inquiry 
of  the  local  authorities  as  to  the  origin 
of  these  injuries,  and  as  to  the  steps 
taken  to  put  a  stop  to  them ;  what 
answers  have  been  made  to  these  in- 
quiries ;  and,  what  steps  he  has  taken  to 
prerent  the  recurrence  of  these  injuries 


and  to  discover  and  prosecute  the  of- 
fenders ? 

Tira  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Wat- 
son)  :  Sir,  I  regret  to  say  that  the  com- 
plaints made  to  me  in  this  matter  have 
proved  to  be  well  founded.  Various 
wanton  acts  of  the  kind  mentioned  have 
been  perpetrated  against  private  pro- 
perty, and,  amongst  others,  on  a  Roman 
Catholic  chapel.  I  directed,  imme- 
diately, an  investigation  by  the  Fiscal, 
and  the  result  of  that  investigation  w»s 
to  disclose  that  these  acts  had  not  been 
perpetrated  through  any  religious  feel- 
ing, because  the  property  of  all  sects  and 
creeds  had  been  dealt  with  very  much 
alike  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  was, 
however,  unable  to  discover  from  the 
evidence  an3rthing  which  would  warrant 
mo  in  prosecuting  any  person  for  these 
acts.  The  only  course  left  open  to  me, 
therefore,  was  that  which  I  adopted,  of 
putting  myself  in  commimication  with 
the  police  and  enjoining  on  them  to  tako 
steps  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar 
injuries  of  property,  and  I  trust  that  the 
steps  taken  will  be  sufiicient.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that,  as  a  result  of  their 
active  watching,  I  have  had  no  com- 
plaint of  the  same  kind  since  I  had  oc- 
casion to  make  that  communication. 

RELIEF  OF  DISTRESS  (IRELAND)— THE 
CARRICKMACROSS  BOARD  OF  GUAR. 
DIANS. 

Mr.  SULLIVAN  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  If  he  can  state 
tlio  date  at  which  the  Carrickmacross 
Board  of  Guardians  sent  in  their  earliest 
application  to  have  the  whole  or  part  of 
that  Union  scheduled  as  a  distressed  dis- 
trict ;  if  it  is  true  that  the  Local  Govern- 
mont  Board,  or  other  Government  De- 
partment, so  wasted  time  with  routine 
references  and  formal  correspondence 
that  eventually  the  Guardians  were  in- 
formed that  the  last  day  had  arrived  or 
expired  for  seeking  the  only  form  of  as- 
sistance then  supposed  to  be  open  to 
them  ;  and,  if  it  is  true  that,  in  conse- 
quence, the  distress  existing  in  the  Car- 
rickmacross Union  cannot  be  alleviated 
by  any  but  Poor  Law  agencies  and 
public  charity? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fou 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson):  Sir,  in  an- 
swer  to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  I  have  to  say  that 
the  first  resolution  of  the  Carrickmacrobs 
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Board  of  Guardians  was  come  to  on  the 
20tli  of  January  in  the  present  year.  On 
the  24th  January,  Mr.  MacFarlane,  the 
Inspector  of  the  district  in  which  the 
Union  is  situated,  was  called  on  to  make 
a  Beport,  and  he  did  send  in  a  Heport 
on  the  29th,  and  again  on  the  11th  of 
February,  the  effect  of  which  was  against 
scheduling  the  Union  amongst  the  dis- 
tressed Unions.  The  Correspondence  and 
this  Heport,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  were  laid  before  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  his  Grace; 
and  they  did  not  think  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  a  case  had  been  made  out 
for  acceding  to  the  application.  A  fur- 
ther application  of  the  Guardians  reached 
the  Local  Government  Board  on  the  26th 
of  February ;  but  it  was  dated  the  24th, 
and  the  Guardians  were  informed  on  the 
28th  of  February  that  further  applica- 
tion would  then  be  useless,  as  the  29th 
of  February  was  the  last  day  for  receiv- 
ing applications  for  loans.  These  are 
the  dates. 


THE  NATIONAL  DEBT— THE  CHAN- 
CELLOB  OP  THE  EXCHEQUER»8 
STATEMENT. 

Mr.  THOMSON  HANKEY  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
ther ho  has  any  objection  to  lay  on  the 
Table  of  the  House  a  Ketum  showing 
how  he  accounts  for  the  alleged  de- 
crease of  £18,000,000  in  the  National 
Debt  since  1 874  ?  Hon.  Members  ought 
to  have  this  information  before  the  Dis- 
solution. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER, in  reply,  said,  he  would  be  per- 
fectly ready  to  produce  the  statement. 
He  would  confer  with  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man as  to  the  terms  of  the  Return,  and 
the  hon.  Gentleman  could  then  move 
for  it. 

THE  BALLOT  ACT— GOOD  FRIDAY— 
THE  GENERAL  ELECTION. 

Mr.  eraser -mackintosh 
begged  to  put  a  Question  to  the  Solicitor 
General,  in  the  absence  of  the  Attorney 
General.  The  Ballot  Act  declared  that 
the  Returning  Officer  should,  on  the 
date  of  receiving  the  Writ,  or  on  the 
following  day,  between  the  hours  of 
9  and  4,  give  notice  of  the  days  of  nomi- 
nation'and  of  polling,  and  Section  66  pro- 
vided that  Good  Friday  should  be  ez- 

The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 


eluded  in  all  questions  of  computing  tia^. 
In  some  parts  of  Scotland  the  Wriu 
would  be  received  after  4  o* clock  on 
Thursday,  the  25th,  or,  at  least,  no:  id 
time  to  enable  the  Returning  Officer?  t) 
make  the  necessary  arrangements.  He 
wished  to  know.  Whether  Clau;^  56  ap- 
plied to  this  stage  of  the  proceeding: 
and,  whether  a  Returning  Officer  wv 
obliged  to  delay  taking  any  steps  what- 
ever until  Saturday,  the  27th  ? 

The  SOLICITOR  GENER.\L  Sir 
Hardinoe  Giffard),  in  reply,  said,  th** 
1st  clause  of  the  section  prohibited  anr- 
thing  being  done  on  Good  Friday,  Sun- 
day, or  any  day  appointed  as  a  public 
fast  or  holiday.  He  thought  this  prohi- 
bition applied  to  the  stage  of  election 
proceedings  referred  to.  The  latier 
part  of  tne  56th  section  provided  that 
anything  required  by  the  Act  to  be  done 
on  one  of  these  prohibited  days  mif^ht 
be  done  on  the  following  day.  That 
beinff  so,  Saturday  would  oe  the  proper 
day  for  beginning  to  act  under  a  T\  rit 
not  reoeivM  till  late  on  Thursday. 

ORDERS     OF    THE    BAT. 


PARLIAMENTART    ELECTIOXS  AXD 

CORRUPT  PRACTICES  (No.  2)  BILL 
(Jfr.  Attom$y  Otntral,  Mr.  Solicitor  Oemr§i. 
[bill  107.]      COMMITTBE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Qaettion  propoiei 
"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  th« 
Chair."— (Ifr.  Attorney  General.) 

Mr.  ANDERSON,  in  moving  that  the 
House  go  into  Committee  on  the  mea- 
sure that  day  month,  said,  he  was  vert 
much  disappointed  that  the  Chancelkv 
of  the  Exchequer  had  made  up  his  mind 
to  go  on  with  this  Bill,  after  the  rert 
strong  feeling  expressed  bj  the  Home, 
and  after  the  appeal  made  to  him  at  the 
previous  Sitting,  by  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition.  However,  they  must  do 
what  they  could  to  conyince  the  ooonttTf 
if  not  the  House,  of  the  improprietj  of 
the  practice  which  the  Gk>Ternment  hid 
adopted  of  hurrying  through  a  Bill  of 
this  important  character,  when  the  Hoom 
was,  practically,  half  diBSolved,  the 
Benches  were  empty,  and  the  meaMU* 
could  not  be  discussed.  The  Bill  hid 
been  brought  in  so  late  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  country  to  be  aware  of 
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what  it  was  intended  to  accomplish. 
liast  night,  in  reply  to  the  appeal  of  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  said  that  he  gave 
Notice  on  Monday  week  that  the  Bill 
would  be  proceeded  with.  Now,  he  (Mr. 
Anderson)  had  had  the  curiosity  to  refer 
to  the  report  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's statement,  to  see  what  the  right 
hoD.  Gentleman  had  actually  said,  and 
he  found  that  all  he  then  said  was  that 
it  was  not  impossible  to  proceed  with  this 
Bill,  and  that  it  was  not  impossible  even 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  the  convey- 
ance of  voters  to  the  poll ;  but  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  give  the  slight- 
eat  indication  of  the  way  in  which  he 
proposed  to  deal  with  it.  Therefore,  his 
statement  received  no  attention  at  tlie 
time.  It  was  never  doubted  that  if  the 
Gk>vemment  intended  to  deal  with  a 
matter  that  was  illegal  it  would  not  be 
by  making  it  legal,  but  by  attaching  a 
penalty  to  it  to  prevent  the  illegality. 
If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 

fiven  any  hint  at  that  time  that  it  was 
is  intention  to  make  the  evil  practice  a 
legal  practice,  he  would  have  now  found 
it  impossible  to  carry  out  his  designs. 
He  (Mr.  Anderson)  thought  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  the  Bill  ought  not 
to   be  proceeded  with.      Nothing  was 
known  of  the  nature  of  the  Government 
measure,  and  what  would  be  the  mode 
of  dealing  with  the  conveyance  of  voters, 
until  Thursday  morning,  when  the  Bill 
was  distributed.  Then,  for  the  first  time, 
he  learned  its  nature,  and  on  that  day 
the  Government  insisted  on  the  second 
reading  before  the  Bill  could  have  be- 
come  generally   known.      The  country 
was  entirely  unaware  of  it,  and  yot  it 
was  a  measure  of  the  utmost  importance, 
affecting  every  borough  from  Land's  Eiul 
to  John  o'  Groat's  House,  and  in  Ireland 
also.     No  time  had  been  given  to  the 
constituencies  to  consult  with  their  Mem- 
bers, or  to  petition  against  it.     In  the 
most  arbitrary  way  the  Chancellor   of 
the  Exchequer   was  using    the    power 
which  the  Government  had  at  the  end  of 
a  Session  to  pass  what  it  pleased.  There 
was  no  opposition,  which  the  small  num- 
ber of  Members  remaining  in  the  House 
at  this  late  period  of  the  Session  could 
organize,  which  would  be  of  the  slightest 
avail  against  the  determination  of  the 
Government  to  carry  it  through.     Tlioy 
could  force  it  through  in  spite  of  oppo- 
•ition,  especially  when  they  had  in  the 


other  House  means,  by  suspending  the 
Standing  Orders,  to  run  it  through  all 
its  stages  there  in  one  day.  That  was  a 
pestilential  practice,  which  he  thought 
should  be  put  a  stop  to,  for  it  gave  the 
opportunity  to  a  powerful  Government 
to  be  guilty  of  serious  abuses.  On  this 
occasion  the  Government  was  abusing 
its  power,  and  he  hoped  the  country 
would  see  it.  It  might  seem  a  very 
clever  election  trick  to  legalize  this  evil 
custom  of  conveying  voters  to  the  poll ; 
but,  in  place  of  pleasing  anyone,  it  would 
have  a  very  different  effect.  It  was  a 
bid  for  the  cabman's  vote.  He  did  not 
think  the  cabmen's  vote  was  a  very  im- 
portant one,  or  that  it  was  worth  bidding 
for  by  such  a  bribe  as  the  offer  in  this 
Bill;  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
allow  it  to  pass  even  now.  A  measure 
dealing  with  corrupt  practices  at  elections 
should  deal  with  several  other  corrupt 
practices.  These  could  not  be  dealt 
with  in  an  expiring  Parliament,  nor 
could  this  particular  one  be  fairly  dealt 
with.  He  trusted  other  hon.  Members 
would  join  with  him  in  protesting  against 
this  Bill. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
seconded  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Glasgow  (Mr.  Anderson)  with 
great  pleasure.  He  also  had  the  great- 
est possible  objection  to  this  Bill,  whi(h 
seemed  to  him  a  measure  to  legalize  cor- 
ruption. He  was  not  one  of  those, 
though  he  had  pretty  advanced  opinions 
of  his  own,  who  went  so  far  as  to  urge 
that  in  this  country  it  was  desirable  that 
Members  of  Parliament  should  be  paid. 
They  had  a  large  class  of  men  of  culture 
and  leisure  who  were  willing  to  serve 
thoir  country  in  various  public  capacities, 
whether  in  that  House  or  in  some  of  the 
various  forms  of  local  government,  or  in 
other  ways,  without  remuneration.  The 
result  of  paying  Members  had,  in 
America  and  other  places,  given  rise  to 
a  class  called  professional  politicians. 
The  intrusting  of  the  affairs  of  a  country 
to  such  a  class  was  undoubtedly  an  evil. 
But,  whilst  he  was  against  tho  po^nnent 
of  Members,  it  seemed  to  him  a  most 
objectionable  and  injurious  practice,  that 
which  prevailed  in  this  country,  of  oblig- 
ing Members  virtually  to  pay  for  their 
seats  by  the  great  expense  attending 
elections.  It  was  well  known  that  al- 
ready the  expense  attending  elections 
was  so  great  that  Members  had  to  pny 
very  heavily  indeed  for  a  seat  in  tho 
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House.  Indeed,  in  many  cases  the  ex- 
pense was  so  g^eat  that  only  plutocrats 
could  engage  in  a  contest.  The  tendency 
of  the  present  system  was  to  make  the 
House  more  and  more  a  House  for  the 
rich,  for  although  there  were  some  seats 
which  were  accessible  to  those  who  were 
not  rich  the  great  majority  of  them  were 
only  accessible  to  those  who  were.  There 
wero  scandals  in  connection  with  the 
electoral  system  to  which  they  had  be- 
come accustomed  by  habit ;  but  the  in- 
telligent foreigners  who  came  amongst 
them  must  look  at  the  state  of  things 
with  the  utmost  astonishment.  He  pro- 
tested against  the  manner  in  which  the 
Government  were  pressing  forward  the 
Bill  at  a  time  when  it  could  not  be  suffi- 
ciently considered.  In  counties,  the  law 
allowed  the  hiring  of  carriages  for  the 
conveyance  of  voters  to  the  poll ;  and  the 
result  was  that  counties,  above  all  other 
places,  were  the  seats  of  the  rich  and 
stupid.  [^A  laugh,']  Hon.  Gentlemen 
might  laugh;  but  he  had  heard  a  county 
Member  say — "  I'm  not  clever,  but  I'm 
good  enough  for  a  county."  It  was  only 
men  of  g^eat  position  who  could  aspire 
to  county  seats,  and  those  who  had  been 
engaged  in  county  contests  were  aware 
that  the  greatest  item  of  expense  was  the 
hiring  of  carriages  to  convey  voters  to 
the  poll.  Hitherto,  the  conveyance  of 
voters  had  been  prohibited  in  boroughs, 
but  the  Government  now  proposed  to 
abolish  the  prohibition  ;  and  the  passing 
of  the  measure  would  be  not  only  to 
render  it  possible  for  borough  Members 
to  spend  money  in  conveying  voters  to 
the  poll,  but  would,  practically,  make  it 
obligatory  on  them  to  do  so.  At  the 
present  time  the  position  of  a  Member 
of  Parliament  was  not  altogether  one  of 
honour  and  pleasure.  A  great  deal  of 
hard  and  dreary  work  had  to  be  per- 
formed; and  it  was  hard,  under  such 
circumstances,  that  Members  should  bo 
obliged  to  pay  more  and  more  for  their 
seats.  It  was  extraordinary  that  the 
Government  should  deem  it  necessary  to 
press  the  Bill,  when  there  was  so  little 
time  to  spare,  and  when  there  was  an 
important  financial  measure  still  to  bo 
considered.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was 
clear;  but  he  really  saw  no  necessity  for 
it  whatever.  They  had  been  told  that 
carriages  were  necessary  at  elections,  in 
order  to  convey  cripples  and  such  like 
persons  to  the  poll ;  out  he  did  not  con- 
ceive that  cripples  formed  a  large  pro- 

Sir  George  Campbell 


portion  of  the  population.     True,  in  «  •!::• 
cases,  the  law  was  evaded  by  c<jmi{-t 
constituencies;  but  there  were  manyf-r.n- 
stituencies  in  which  the  law   was  ii<<: 
evaded,  and  it  was  hard  that  pure  (H-*n- 
stituencies  should  be  made  to  suffer  t'lr 
tho  misdeeds  of  the  constituencies  which 
were  not  pure.     It  would  be   a  mu^h 
more  simple  process  to  enforce  the  lav 
in  corrupt  constituencies.     Scotland  w 
a   law-aoiding  country,    and    \i^    p^^.i- 
ple  were  not  in  the  habit  of  spending: 
their  money  recklessly  and  of  evadic:: 
the  law.     He  maintained  that  if  the  Bill 
became  law  in  England  the  inevitab!-* 
effect  would  be  to  force  a  similar  pri>- 
vision  upon  Scotland.      He   felt  some- 
what jealous  of  Scotch  electoral  purity, 
especially  when  he  heard  that  a  larg^ 
Tory  purse  had  been  provided  for  iScot- 
land,  and  that  the  contents  of  the  pur«^ 
were  to  be  lavishly  distributed,  so  an  tii 
enable  Tory  candidates  to  contest  Sotitch 
burghs.     The  real  fact  was  that  the  Con- 
servative Party  did  not  want  to  keep 
down  the  expense  of  elections,  as  they 
felt  that  the  more  expensive  election;* 
were  the  more  likely  it  was  that  the 
majority  of  the  House  would  consist  of 
Tories.     The  success  of  the  Conservative 
Party  had  hitherto    largely  depende<l 
upon  publio-house  and  Church  support: 
and  it  seemed    that    the    Government 
wanted  to  add  another  interest  to  the 
number — namely,  the  cab  interest,  which, 
in  future,  would  be  zealous  on  behalf  of 
the  Tory  cause,  if  the  present  Bill  be- 
came law.    They  well  knew  that  in  many 
constituencies  contests  were  '*got  np.'' 
especially  by  the  lawyers,  entirely  for 
the  sake  of  making  money  fly  about ;  and 
the  effect  of  the  passing  of  this  Bill 
would  be  the  give  the  cab  ownen,  as 
well  as  the  lawyers,  an  incentive  for 
creating  contests,  where,  under  ordinarr 
circumstances,  they  might  be  avoidea. 
For  those  reasons,  be  should  resolutely 
oppose  the  Bill  at  every  stage  of  its 
progress. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leavo  out  from  the  word  **  That "  to  the 
ond  of  the  Question,  order  in  to  add  the  wordik 
"this  llouso  will,  upon  this  day  month,  rMohf 
itst'lf  into  the  said  Committee,'*  —  (Jfr.  Jh- 

dcrnon,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  woidi 
proposed  to  oe  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question." 


1105     ParUam$niary  Eleciions,  (March  16,  1880)         ^r.  (JVb.  2)  Bill.  1106 


Sir  EARDLEY  AVILMOT  said,  he 
would  give  his  most  cordial  asaent  to 
the  proposal  of  tho  Government,  because 
he  considered  it  an  enabling  Statute. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Campbell)  had 
told  them  a  good  deal  about  the  rich 
candidate,  but  had  said  nothinf^  about 
the  poor  voter.  The  humble  class  of 
▼oters  were  generally  hard  at  work  dur- 
ing the  day,  and  could  only  get  away  to 
▼ote  at  a  certain  hour.  This  Bill  would 
enable  them  to  go  to  the  poll  with  con- 
venience and  comfort ;  and  their  case  was 
fkr  more  worthy  of  consideration  than 
any  possible  disadvantage  which  might 
arise  from  the  increased  expense  of  the 
election.  In  counties  the  conveyance  of 
Toters  to  the  poll  was  sanctioned  bylaw. 
He  should  give  his  strenuous  support  to 
the  Bill,  and  he  congratulated  the  Go- 
vernment upon  having  the  courage  not 
to  give  way  to  the  opposition  which  had 
been  raised  to  it. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hardixoe  Giffard)  said,  there  was  no- 
thing in  the  nature  of  bribery  in  tho 
conveyance  of  voters  to  the  poll ;  it  was 
simply  an  indemnity  to  the  voter  enabling 
him  to  vote.  It  was  not  only  on  the 
Conservative  side  of  the  House  that  the 
desire  prevailed  to  repeal  the  statutory 
prohibition  Which  existed,  but  was  not 
observed,  in  regard  to  the  conveyance  of 
voters  in  boroughs ;  for  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke)  bad  on  more  than  one  occasion 
called  attention  to  the  injustice  and  in- 
eqnality  of  this  provision  of  the  Statute. 
The  voter  also  ought  to  be  considered, 
for  there  were  boroughs  in  which  it  be- 
came a  serious  inconvenience,  if  not  an 
actaal  deprivation  of  the  opportunity  of 
voting,  if  the  voter  could  not  bo  taken 
to  the  poll.  So  universal  had  tho  want 
of  the  power  to  do  so  been  felt  that  tho 
prohibition  was  universally  violated  on 
both  sides.  He  never  knew  of  a  con- 
tested election  coming  before  an  Election 
Judge  in  which  it  had  not  been  proved 
over  and  over  again  that  both  sides  hud 
systematically  disobeyed  the  existing  law, 
which  in  itself  was  a  novelty,  and  which 
in  all  the  constituencies  had  been  felt  to 
be  unjust.  No  penalty  had  ever  been 
prescribed  for  a  violation  of  the  statutory 
provision ;  and  it  had  been  felt  that  it 
was  not  desirable  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  in  view  of  the  General  Elec- 
tion, to  leave  upon  tho  Statute  Book  a 


provision  which  had  been  constantly  and 
persistently  neglected. 

Mr.  E.  JENKINS  felt  that  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Solicitor  General  was  falla- 
cious. He  also  felt  that  the  present  was 
a  most  inopportune  time  for  forcing  tho 
Bill  through  the  House,  as  it  would  be 
impossible  to  give  tho  measure  adequate 
consideration.  When  the  Representa- 
tion of  the  People  Bill  was  being  de- 
bated considerable  discussion  took  place 
as  to  the  advisability  of  allowing  the 
conveyance  of  voters  to  the  poll,  and  a 
gentleman  who  was  not  now  a  Member 
of  the  House — Mr.  Bernal  Osborne — 
stated  that  as  much  as  between  £2,000 
and  £3,000  was  required  in  the  borough 
of  Westminster  for  conveying  voters  to 
the  poll  alone.  Tho  Government  might, 
therefore,  have  a  motive  in  passing  this 
Bill,  because  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty was  about  to  contest  that  con- 
stituency, and  it  might  be  desirable  to 
give  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  an  ad- 
vantage over  two  competitors  who  were 
certainly  not  prepared  to  spend  so  large 
a  sum  of  money  to  enable  true  Liberals 
to  record  their  votes.  The  Solicitor 
General  had  soared  into  the  region  of 
morals,  and  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman had  asked  why  voters  should  not 
be  conveyed  to  the  poll  ?  The  answer 
was  that  a  vote  was  not  only  a  right,  but 
a  privilege  and  responsibility,  wnich  an 
elector  had  to  exercise.  Why  should  a 
voter  be  conveyed  to  the  poll  in  order  to 
be  enabled  to  exercise  his  privilege? 
There  was  no  reason  why  such  a  thine 
should  bo  done.  The  Solicitor  General 
connidorod  that  there  was  nothing  wrong 
in  tho  liiring  of  vehicles ;  but  he  was 
prepared  to  join  issue  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  on  that  point  also. 
Anything  in  the  nature  of  a  bribe  to  in- 
duce constituencies  to  do  their  duty  was 
wrong;  and,  unquestionably,  tho  con- 
veyance of  voters  to  the  poll  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  bribe.  The  1  Fallot  Act  was 
now  in  force,  and  the  principle  of  that 
Act  was  secrocy  of  voting.  It  was  a 
mistake  to  canvass  for  voters,  especially 
under  the  Ballot.  lie  preferred  to  let 
tho  voters  decide  for  themselves  what 
thev  would  do ;  but  the  object  of  the 
present  Bill  was  to  marshal  voters  to- 
gether at  the  poll.  It  was  conceivable 
that  voters  so  taken  might  vote  against 
you  ;  but  there  was  not  a  shadow 
of  doubt  that  if  you  filled  an  omnibus 
with  men,  and  took  them  to  tho  poll, 
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change  in  England.  Therefore,  as  there 
seemed  to  be  a  general  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  Scotch  Members  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  Government  would  be  quite 
prepared  to  recognize  that  feeling,  and 
to  accept  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Paisley. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
19,  after  'M867,"  to  insert  **  and  the 
twelfth  section  of  *  The  Representation  of 
the  People  (Ireland)  Act,  1868.*  "— (J/r. 
Solicitor  General.) 

Mr.  E.  JENKINS  imagined  that,  after 
what  hadjust  taken  place,  the  Government 
were  now  ready  to  say  that  they  were 
not  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  Bill. 
That  would  certainly  be  the  best  means 
of  relieving  themselves  from  the  extra- 
ordinary position  in  which  they  had  been 
placed.  The  position  they  had  placed 
themselves  in  was  this.  They  had  made 
a  concession  to  Scotland  which  they  were 
not  prepared  to  give  to  the  rest  of  the 
United  Kingdom.      Immorality  was  to 

Erevail  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Wales; 
ut  the  law  which  prohibited  it  was  not 
to  be  touched  in  Scotland.  He  wished 
that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Truro  (Sir  James  M'Garel-Hogg)  would 
get  up  in  his  place  and  answer  these 
statements  if  he  was  able,  instead  of 
objecting  to  them  in  an  inarticulate 
fashion.  lie  would  repeat  that  the 
course  pursued  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment placed  them  in  an  absurd  and 
anomalous  position.  He  challenged  the 
Government,  or  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Truro,  to  controvert  that 
assertion.  Anything  that  was  passed  by 
Parliament  should  be  good  for  the  whole 
United  Kingdom  :  but  the  suggestion 
now  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
was  that  the  law  should  be  continued 
as  it  stood  in  regard  to  one  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  that  it  should  be 
repealed  in  regard  to  anotlier  part. 
What  was  the  ditroronoo  between  the 
borough  of  IHirhani  and  the  borough  ot 
Dundee?  The  class  \>i  vororii  wa-*  the 
same  :  the  borv>ugli  was  the  same  si/o  : 
and  he  saw  no  reason  wliv.  in  :he  c-iio 
ease,  the  votors  should  be  convey t\l  :o 
the  poll  at  tiio  expense  ut  the  can  J. -Mate. 
while,  on  the  othor.  They  should  i\o\. 
His  own  opinion  wa<  iliat  :he  saiuo  prin- 
ciplo  should  apply  \^  lotli.  Two  S^-:. ::.«? 
3i  *ral  basod  v.w  \k\\  wy  -w  \.\z\\  v.\  v.il 
uciplos.      1:    \\.i<   i.i:::;'.-  ar.  i::.;:-*::!*; 


thing  for  a  lawyer  to  do  ;  but  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  did  it,  and  the 
Committee  had  listened  to  his  arguments, 
although  not  without  some  surprise.  If 
that  was  so,  he  wanted  to  know  how  the 
Government  could  escape  from  the  di- 
lemma of  encouraging  the  morality  of 
one  part  of  the  Kingdom,  and  discourag- 
ing it,  or,  at  any  rate,  throwing  cold 
water  upon  it  in  another?  He  did  not 
think  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Truro  would  be  able  to  prove  anything 
to  the  contrary.  He  awaited  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member's  argument  with 
considerable  curiosity.  Personally,  he 
thought  that  the  concession  made  by  the 
Government  placed  the  Committee  in  an 
anomalous  position,  and  that  thej  ought 
not  to  press  the  measure  further. 

Mb.  MONK  said,  he  wished  to  say  a 
few  words  before  they  went  to  a  divisioa 
on  the  clause.     The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  given  way  to  the  appeaX 
made  to  him  by  the  Scotch  Members,  oul, 
the  ground  that  the  law  had,   on  th^ 
whole,  been  carried  out  satisfactorily  ic^ 
Scotland,  while  he  said  that  it  had  beers, 
evaded  in  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom.  . 
But  he  did  not  propose  to  maintain  th  ^ 
present  law,  and  make  it  more  strineen^  « 
and  thus  to  assimilate  the  law  in  DotXi 
countries.     But  he  proposed  to  repeal  i.'C 
altogether  in  the  case  of  England  an  <1 
Ireland,  and  to  retain  it  in  the  case  oi 
Scotland.     That  was  a  manifest  incoo.- 
sistency ;  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  l>  e 
guilty  of  a  greater  one,  and  he  wa.^ 
astonished  to  find  that  a  riffht  hon.  Gert  - 
tleman,  occupying  a  promment  positiozi 
I  in  the  Government  of  the  country,  should 
i  come  down  to  that  House  and  say — **TP^ 
!  have  an  election  law  which  has  acte<3 
I  very  well  in  one  part  of  the  Xingdon'x  • 
though  it  has  been  evaded  in  other  parts?  ; 
j  therefore,  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  t^^ 
maintain  it  in  Scotland,  where  it  is  g^n^" 
rally  observed,  but  to  repeal  it  in  regar  J 
to  the  rest  of  the  Kingdom  where  it  i^ 
evaded.*'  The  Government  acknowledge^^ 
that  the  law  was  good  for  Scotland  ;  an*i 
if  it  was  good  for  one  part  of  the  count rV 
surely  it  ought  to  be  good  for  the  whol«? 
of  the  country.     He  thought  the  consti- 
tUf  ncies  of  the  Kingdom  would  be  ven' 
uiuth   astonished,  when  they   read  the 
papers  to-morrow,  to  find  that  the  Go- 
vtruinent  had  maintained  this  law  fitr 
S^o:laiul.  but  were  determined  to  repeal 
:'.  ill  rogard  to  England.     That  was  the 
>m:i'   vi  the   casH  at   present;  but  he 
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Tery  fair  reason  against  sucb  a  change. 
He  thought  that  in  the  experience  of 
the  last  few  years  there  was  enough  to 
juBtifj  the  House  in  maintaining  the  pro- 
hibition against  the  use  of  conveyances 
at  elections.  It  had  been  asked,  why 
prohibit  a  thing  which  was  innocent  in 
itself?  He  replied  that  there  was  the 
ground  of  public  expediency  in  favour 
of  prohibiting  a  law  which  was  in  itself 
innocent,  just  as  they  prohibited  colours 
and  flag^,  and  some  of  the  parapher- 
nalia of  elections,  which,  though  inno- 
cent in  themselves,  were  capable  of  lead- 
ing to  abuse.  It  was  very  much  to  bo 
regretted  that  the  Government  had 
brought  this  measure  forward  on  the 
Tory  eve  of  the  Election,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances which  made  it  impossible 
fully  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House  on 
the  subject.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
present  law  was  condemned  in  a  con- 
siderable number  of  cases;  but  the 
House  ought  to  be  informed  to  what  ex- 
tent. They  could  only  gather  that  know- 
ledge either  from  a  full  House,  such  as 
there  was  not  at  present,  or  from  a 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  which  might 
fiurly  take  up  this  and  several  other 
questions  with  regard  to  the  procedure 
at  elections.  He  thought  that  the  Go- 
Temment  ought  fully  to  look  into  the 
case  against  uie  objectionable  clause  of 
this  Bill,  and,  at  least,  postpone  it  till 
next  Parliament,  when  it  could  be  better 
considered. 

Sir  ALEXANDER  GORDON  re- 
marked that  the  Solicitor  General  had 
laid  great  stress  on  the  importance  of 
assimilating  the  practice  in  counties  and 
boroughs  as  to  conveying  voters  to  the 
poll.  If  Her  Majesty's  Government 
were  so  anxious  to  assimilate  the  posi- 
tions of  the  borough  and  county  voters, 
they  could  not  do  better  than  assimilate 
the  county  franchise  to  the  borough 
franchise.  They  had  always  opposed 
that  measure,  and  he  could  not  under- 
stand why  they  should  want  assimila- 
tion on  one  point  and  not  on  another. 
If  the  law  was  to  be  altered,  it  should 
be  altered  in  the  opposite  direction  from 
that  proposed  by  the  Government.  The 
privilege  of  conveying  voters  to  the  poll 
should  be  abolished  in  the  oountit^s  as 
well  as  in  the  boroughs.  He  had  some 
experience  of  this  matter ;  and  lie  was 
strongly  of  opinion  that  the  voters  of 
the  rural  diHtricts  in  Scotland,  at  least, 
would  very  much  prefer  to  convoy  one 


another,  instead  of  leaving  that  duty  to 
the  candidates.  If  a  candidate  in  a 
county  had  the  footing  he  ought  to  have 
to  justify  his  going  to  the  poll,  he  could 
have  no  possible  difficulty  in  getting  his 
friends  to  take  their  friends  to  the  poll 
in  the  conveyances  which  all  farmers 
possessed.  The  proposed  law,  and  the 
law  now  existing  in  counties,  gave  to  the 
wealthy  candidate  an  advantage  over  his 
poorer  competitor.  He  agreed  with 
what  had  been  said  with  regard  to  the 
improper  time  chosen  for  introducing  the 
Bill.  Either  it  ought  to  have  been  in- 
troduced earlier  in  the  Session,  or  left 
over  till  next  Session.  As  for  the  con- 
tention that  the  existing  law  was  ab- 
surd, because  it  was  a  law  without  a 
penalty,  he  asked  why  the  Government 
did  not  propose  a  penalty  ?  He  did  not 
think  that  that  was  a  reason  for  passing 
the  Bill,  which  he  hoped  to  see  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  STANTON  said,  that  in  the  bo- 
rough  he  represented  it  would  be  a  hard- 
ship to  many  of  the  working  men  if 
they  could  not  be  conveyed  to  the  poll. 
Nevertheless,  he  objected  strongly  to  the 
time  and  the  manner  in  which  this  Bill 
was  brought  forward.  It  would  have 
been  better  to  deal  with  the  subject  after 
the  General  Election. 

Mk.  H.  SAMUELSON  thought  that, 
as  he  had  said  before,  the  true  solution 
of  the  difficulty  about  payment  for  con- 
veyances at  elections  was  to  render  it 
illegal  for  any  person  to  receive  payment 
in  consideration  of  the  letting  of  a  vehicle 
for  the  purpose  of  conveyine  voters  to  the 
poll.  He  felt  bound  to  make  his  protest 
against  the  way  in  wliich  the  Govern- 
ment were  forcing  this  Bill  through  the 
House.  He  had  had  some  opportunities 
of  testing  public  opinion  on  the  matter, 
and  he  had  found  that  there  was  a  very 
strong  feeling  against  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  being  pushed  on,  and  a  very 
strong  suspicion  as  to  the  motives  which 
induced  the  Government  to  proceed  with 
it  under  such  exceptional  circumstances. 
Ho  did  not  know  tliat  they  could  do 
much  more  in  opposing  the  Bill ;  but,  at 
any  rate,  it  would  go  forth  to  the  country 
that  tliere  were  a  number  of  Members 
who  had  entered  a  strong  protest  against 
it,  and  who  had  shown  that  they  were 
dotennined  to  oppose  the  unnecesAary 
increase  of  election  expenses  to  the  best 
of  tlieir  ability.  He  condemned  the  action 
of  tlie  Government,  in  pushing  the  matter 
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forward  at  tlio  present  moment,  when  it 
was  impossible,  in  the  necessarily  de- 
f^ertod  state  of  th<j  House,  to  obtain  a 
projjrT  discussion,  as  most  unfair. 

Mk.  W.  TIOLMS  expressed  his  repret 
that  the  ajijieal  made  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  on  the  previous  nifjht 
to  withdraw  the  lUll  had  not  been  com- 
plied witli.  The  Govornment  had  brought 
forward  this  measure  in  a  surreptitious 
manner.  Tlioy  had  attempted  to  force 
it  through  the  House  before  either  the 
country  or  hon.  Members  had  an  op- 
portunity of  fully  understanding  its 
wjope.  It  was  printed  on  Wednesday 
night,  and  the  second  reading  was  pro- 
posed to  bo  taken  on  the  following  day. 
The  Bill  tended  to  increase  the  cost  of 
elections ;  and  not  only  so,  but  it  opened 
a  door  to  bribery.  The  cost  of  elec- 
tions in  largo  constituencies  was  simply 
enormous.  The  mere  cost  of  posting 
election  addresses  in  a  constituency  of 
•18.000  electors  amounted  to  £200.  With 
such  a  fact  before  them,  he  asked  the 
Government  to  reflect  what  the  cost  of 
an  election  would  be  to  a  candidate  if 
he  had  to  pay  for  conveying  voters  to 
the  poll.  One  of  the  difficulties  in 
largo  oonstituenoies  was  that  of  getting 
the  electors  to  the  poll ;  and  he  ven- 
tured to  sav  that  dilHcultv  would  be 
greatly  incn^istnl  if  the  Bill  wore  passed. 
If  thoy  oxpootod  to  bo  conveyed  to  the 

{vdl  as  a  matter  of  course,  they  would 
>ivomo  oven  more  apathetic  than  they 
wort^   at   pn^sont.      If  candidates  were 
to  bo  saddled   with  tho  cost   of  taking 
\otor;?  to  tho  poll,  why  should  thoy  not 
bo   oalKsl   upon   to  pay  tho  voters   for 
tho   time  thov    lost   in    oxoroisinjr    the 
fr.iuohiso  :       i^no    imposition    was    as  | 
nMsonaMo  as  tho  other.     In  local: .Ting  a  ■ 
tvrrup:  priu^tivV.  as  tho  Bill  proposed  "to  ! 
do.    tV.o   ii\^vorr.:r.ov.t    Wv^uld   bo    g^ing  ! 
b*ok  to  tho  cv:I  pr.^vv\vs  v^f  the  oorr.ipt 
rt^ic«  ot  Th.ir'.os  11.,  whor..  f>T  tho  f.rs: 
t;r.\o.   tho  iw.vryav.iv    o!  vottrs   t."^  thi"  ' 
isv^  x*as  •.\^:.;  :>r  S'  :hoc:ir.d:,:.-i:os.    Ho 
pwtostzv,  o;',rv.osT*.v  .^CAir.si  sv.:h  a  r.-.-^n- 
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their   votes.     It    very   oft«n   happetif-d 
that  there  was  much  difficulty  in  brir.;:- 
ing  workmen    to    the  poll,    esperially 
when  they  were  employed  at  a  distam* 
from  home,  and  consequently  from  th»^ir 
proper  polling-places.     Of  course,  it  ika^ 
very  desirable  that  men  thus  situat»M 
should  not  be  virtually   disfranchisrd 
Such  would  be  the  case  if  thev  were  no: 
enabled  to  come  to  the  poll  by  mean«  "f 
conveyances ;  unless,  inaeed,  they  choo«* 
to  sacrifice  either  the  whole  or  a  part  of  a 
day's  pay.     They  ought  to  hear  that  in 
mind,  and  consider  how  these  peraoiu 
could  best  come  up  to  the  poll  and  exer- 
cise their    franchise.      That,    however, 
was  not  the  only  question,  for  they  had 
also  to  consider  the  desirability  of  main- 
taining the  law  iu  its  x^'^s^^nt  state.    It 
was  tolerably  clear  that  a  law  that  was 
constantly  evaded,  and  for  the  breach  of 
which  no  penalties  were  assigned,  wa< 
not  entirely  satisfactory.    Then  came  th^ 
question  in  what  way  it  could  be  altered. 
If  they  took  the  Spartan  view  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Beaumaris  (Mr. 
Morgan  Lloyd  ),  no  doubt  they  would  have 
a  distinct  policy.     The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  said — '*  Make   this   a   cormpt 
practice ; "  and  when  he  was  pressed  with 
the  argument  that,   by  doing  so,  the 
House  would  be  giving  an  advantsj^ 
to  those  who  had  men£  willing  to  hire 
carriages,  or  who  had  cairiages  of  their 
own  to  use.  he  said  he  was  prepared  to 
make   it  illegal  for  any  person  to  con- 
vey a  voter,  even  in  his  own  carriage. 
Obviously,  by  adopting  such  a  rale,  ther 
would  make  the  system  consistent ;  but 
such  a  law  would  undoubtedly  keep  a 
large  number  of  voters  firom  the  poll,  and 
would  probably  never  be  passed  by  the 
House.     However,  the  Oovemment  had 
thought  it  desirable  to  have  an  alteration 
ox  the  law  which,  at  the  present  time,  wis 
practically  set  at  nought.     It  was  riffht 
and  pioper  that  the  law  should  be  de- 
c!aT>ra  one  way  or  another.     It  seemed 
imp<>ssible   to  make  the  conveyance  of 
Tott'rs  t'.^   the  poll   a  ooirapt  practice. 
a::i  the  only  course  open  was  to  repeal 
?hopr.^h:b:tion  against  it.  It  wasalwavs 
;':  *>.::onable  to  have  a  law  which  was 
=  ra.?r-i    with    impvmitr.      There    were 
s-:r;r£.l  aT«rQent«  in  taToar  of  the  al- 
:  rr  r.v>f  :hey  had  adopted.   It  wasveiT 
'..  ^'::zS.  whether  the  KU  would  increaie 
■■\7--L5*  of  elerdons.     That  which 
!.T.7"  c-Iafi3<*s2inely  was  in  general 
Tf  TT^Tf  eTpesjiwlT  tiian  wut  vai 
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done  openly  and  legally.  It  was  ex- 
pedient that  in  elections  expenses  should 
be  incurred  through  the  election  agent, 
and  that  a  candidate  who  wished  to  con- 
dact  his  election  purely  should  be  able 
to  say — "  I  will  pay  nothing  but  the  ex- 
penaes  properly  passed  through  the  elec- 
tion agent.  As  things  were  at  present, 
the  item  for  the  conveyance  of  voters  was 
not  a  regular  or  legitimate  part  of  an 
election  bill ;  and  he  believed  it  would 
be  far  better  to  alter  the  law  as  the 
OoTemment  proposed.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  law  was  now  evaded 
in  Scotland;  but  under  the  Bill  it  would 
not  be  compulsory  to  engage  carriages 
to  take  voters  to  the  poll.  Their  Scotch 
friends  could  still  conduct  elections  in 
their  own  way. 

The  Mabquess  of  HARTINGTON 
said,  it  was  useless  to  attempt  to  argue 
a  question  of  this  kind  when  there  was 
no  House  to  argue  it  before,  only  a 
remnant  of  the  House  bein^  now  present. 
There  was  no  doubt  that  what  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  stated  was 
troe,  and  that  it  was  desirable  the  sub- 
ject shouldbe  decided  one  way  or  another, 
as  the  law  was  now  constantly  being 
evaded,  and  it  was  undesirable  that  such 
a  state  of  things  should  continue.  But 
by  whom  ought  the  matter  to  be  de- 
cided ?  It  ought  to  be  decided  by  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  by  a  full  House 
of  Commons.  At  that  moment,  however, 
while  the  (Government  were  pressing  the 
Bill  forward,  the  settlement  of  the  ques- 
tion one  way  or  the  other  depended  en- 
tirely on  the  opinions  of  the  few  Mem- 
bers who  might  chance  to  bo  present.  It 
was  generally  understood,  when  the  Dis- 
solution of  I^arliament  was  announced, 
that  no  Business  of  any  important  cha- 
racter would  be  taken.  He  knew  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gave  it 
to  be  understood  that  this  Bill  would  bo 
proceeded  with  ;  but  it  was  not  generally 
Known  what  the  nature  of  the  proposal 
would  be.  Now,  he  could  not  help  ask- 
ing the  question  why,  if  the  Govern  in  eut 
attached  so  much  importance  to  tho  Bill, 
they  had  not  introduced  it  earlier  in  tho 
Session  ?  The  subject  was  not  very  com- 
plicated; but  itmade  several  considerable 
changes  in  the  law  which  ought  not  to 
have  been  proposed  just  at  the  end  of 
the  Session.  Those  chan^^es  would 
inevitably  tend  to  increase  tho  practieci 
of  hiring  vehicles,  an<l,  in  con>e(iutni'e, 
the    expenses   of    eleetionft.     That  iuft 


alone  was  a  sufficient  reason  for  taking 
the  opinion  of  the  whole  House ;  and  he, 
therefore,  regretted  that  the  Government 
had  felt  it  their  duty  to  proceed  with  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  MILBANK  said,  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  told  the  House 
that  tho  Government  were  trying  to  do 
all  they  could  to  collect  the  sense  of  the 
constituencies.  On  that  (the  Opposition) 
side,  Ihey  had  tried  to  do  so  by  getting 
an  extension  of  the  hours  of  polling. 
Representing  a  county  80  miles  long  by 
50  broad,  and  with  47  polling-places,  he 
had  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  in 
bringing  voters  to  the  poll,  and  he  knew 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in 
doing  so,  because  many  held  back  to  the 
last  merely  from  a  desire  of  being  carried 
to  the  poll.  He  trusted  that  after  the 
next  Election  a  Liberal  Parliament  would 
come  in,  and  that  they  would  then  pass, 
not  a  retrograde  Bill,  but  one  which 
should  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
country. 

Mr.  MELDON  considered  that  before 
the  House  divided  upon  the  question  it 
should  take  notice  tnat  the  candidates 
had  been  already  fixed  and  determined 
upon.  Candidates  trying  to  get  into 
Parliament  always  considered  the  ex- 
pense ;  and,  at  the  present  moment, 
there  were  no  candidates  trying  to  get 
into  Parliament  who  had  not  considered 
how  much  it  would  cost  them  to  enter 
the  House.  It  seemed  to  him,  therefore, 
very  unfair  that  now  at  the  last  moment 
without  Notice,  and  when  the  House 
was  utterly  unfit  to  pass  an  opinion,  the 
Bill  should  bo  forced  upon  them.  The 
purpose  of  tho  Bill  was  clearly  not  in 
the  interest  of  the  candidate  generally ; 
but  what  its  precise  object  was  he  failed 
to  see  at  present.  The  point  he  had  men- 
tioned was  one,  however,  of  considerable 
weight ;  and  for  it  and  other  reasons  he 
considered  the  Bill  should  not  be  forced 
upon  the  present  Parliament. 

Question  put. 

Tho  House  divided :  —  Ayes  82  ; 
Noes  55  :  Majority  27.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  43.) 

Main  Qui-stion,  "  That  Mr.  Speaker 
do  now  leave  tho  Chair,''  put,  and 
agreed  to. 

Bill  coymidered  in  Committee. 

[In  the  Committee.) 

Clause  1  (Short  title)  ogrfed  to. 


1115      Payliamthtarg  EUetioni, 


Claiine  2  (Repeal  of  b.  36  of  30  &  31 
Viit,  102.  as  to  paj-ment  of  expenses  of 
eonveynnce  of  voters  to  the  poll). 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  |jn(ro  1,  line  10,  after  ■'  IHr.7,"  to  ineert  '■and 
tho  twentv.fifth  BocCian  of  '  The  ItpprosGntatiun 
of  tho  IV-'iplp  (Scotland)  Ai.'t,  18C8,'  and  the 
twelfth  ecction  of  '  Tho  ltp|>n>8pntiition  of  tlio 
Pntiple  (Irebind)  Act,  MGi.' -  —  {Mr.  fiBlicilor 
Oiarral.) 

Mk.  W.  holms,  in  moving,  as  an 
Amendment  to  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment, to  leave  out  "and  tlie  twenty- 
fifth  section  of  '  The  £o presentation  of 
the  People  (Scotland)  Act,  1868,"  "  said, 
that  the  object  of  tbo  Amendment  was 
to  exclude  Scotland  from  the  provisions 
of  the  Bill.  He  believed  he  was  speak- 
ing on  behalf  of  the  Bepresentatives  of 
S(;atland  generally  vhen  he  said  that 
they  had  no  desire  to  be  included  in  the 
Bill.  They  were  not  in  the  habit  of 
violating  the  law,  and  candidates  for 
Parliamentary  honours  were  not  in  the 
habit  in  election  contests,  even  in  large 
constituencies,  of  employing  conveyances 
to  take  voters  to  tho  polling- places.  He 
ventured  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
saying  that  the  right  hon.  Qentleman 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  when 
he  stated  that  it  was  desirable  to  bring 
tho  electors  to  tbe  poll,  and  to  endeavour 
to  find  the  best  means  of  doing  so,  was 
quite  correct ;  but  that  was  no  justifiea- 
tioa  for  the  employment  of  cabs  and 
carriages  in  boroughs.  He  had  no  ab- 
jccliou  to  tho  use  of  cBrriages  in  conn- 
tiea,  or  in  boroughs  which,  from  their 
extent.  wt>r^  like  wuntie      '       '     "    •    • 
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[ess  than  55  Members  hail  tui-d 
against  going  on  with  tho  measure  at  &U. 
feeling  as  they  did  so  Btront;l_v  thf  un- 
fairness of  forcing  it  upon  the  Huu^  a*. 
this  late  period  of  the  Session— wuuM 
not  have  proceeded  further  wiih  the  KiLl. 
Ho  appeared  to  be  disappointed  in  thai 
expectation,  since  it  had  been  concluded 
to  go  on  with  tho  Bill.  Seeing  that  tbe 
rif^ht  hon.  Gentleman  had  done  eo.  he 
(llr.  Anderson)  must  be  allowed  to  ur 
that  no  ground  had  been  shown  for  a- 
tending  the  provisions  of  this  nefaritiue 
Bill  to  Scotland.  Scotland,  as  nu 
shown  by  all  hon.  Members  who  bad 
spoken,  did  not  at  preMnt  practice  uj 
infringement  of  the  law.  Therefore, 
there  oould  be  no  reason  whv  the  Houw 
should  introduce  into  Bcotland  a  pro- 
vision to  legalize  a  practice  which  did 
not  exist  now  in  any  part  of  Scotland. 
There  might  be  less  to  da  said  os  behslf 
of  England ;  but  if  the  convOTance  of 
voters  was  so  largely  practised  at  the 
present  moment  in  the  English  borourit 
elections,  and  the  law  was  universallj 
evaded,  the  best  way  of  dealing  with 
the  question  would  be,  not  to  repeal  the 
law,  but  to  attach  a  penalty  to  its  in- 
fringement. He  regretted  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  bsve 
selected  this  moment,  when  Farliameot 
was  about  to  expire,  for  proposing  to 
make  legal  what  tne  law  declared  to  be 
illegal.  He  certainly  did  not  know  ■ 
Jiu  uif  ir  ^'''S'^  reason  why  the  Scotch  constituen- 
he  failed  '^'^^  should  be  compelled  to  make  use  of 
to  see  th..  slightest  pnjund  for  their  em-  '  ^'^^y"*"'-  .The  ChanceUor  of  the 
ploj-mont  witli.n  those  bowughs  where  :  Exchequer  said  there  woa  no  compd; 


.     .  Jughs 

the  di»tanco  from  the  voter's  residence 
to  the  poll  was  not  exoessive.  He,  there- 
fore, begged  to  move  tbe  Amendment 
which  ttood  iu  hid  name. 

Amendment  prv>po9ed.  to  amend  the 
said  Amoiulmont,  by  leaving  out  the 
wi^nl*.  ■■  and  tho  tweuty-iiith  section  of 
■Tho  lioprrsomation  "of  tho  rowrlo 
^!»ivtland'     Alt.     1S6S.""  —    'Vr      »' 

n.:mx.- 


Oucstion  pi\iivst\l,   ■ 
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sion,  but  that  the  constituencies  could 
still  abstain  from  employing  cabs  if  the; 
liked.  No  doubt  that  was  ao ;  but  it 
implied  a  general  abstention  which  coidd 
only  be  obtained  by  universal  agtee- 
ment  on  tbe  part  of  the  candidate*,  be- 
cause if  one  candidate  adopted  this  ne- 
farious practice  the  others  mnat  Mces- 
sarily  do  to.  Therefore,  when  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  said  there  was 
no  compulsion,  he  did  not  give  a  oonctt 
view  of  the  case.  He  trusted  that  tbe 
(.Tovomment  would  accept  the  Ame&d- 
mtnt  of  the  hon.  Uember  for  Fkiiler 
.Mr.  W.  Holm!'',  and  exempt  ScotlsM 
:n':-.i  :h,>  ojieraiinn  of  the  Bill. 

Mk.  FKASEB-MACiaNTOSB  dre* 
:l;->  .i:v:i:ion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
r.ii  :;f>.v.tr  to  this  vei>-  important  CkI- 
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almoet  every  Scottish  Member  in 
[ouse  had  voted  against  the  Bill  in 
i6t  division.  It  would  be  an  extra- 
ary  thing  to  thrust  upon  Scotland 
asure  to  which  it  was  totally  op- 
[.  He  trusted  that  the  Chancellor 
le  Exchequer  would,  even  at  this 
noment,  leave  out  Scotland  if  he 
letermined  to  go  on  with  the  Bill, 
t  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  believed 
the  Government  had  had  a  great 
of  trouble  during  the  last  two  or 

Sessions  with  the  Irish  Home  Kule 
bers.  If  they  wanted  to  create  a 
g  Home  Kule  feeling  in  another 
3f  the  Kingdom  they  could  not  do 
r  than  persevere  with  this  clause, 
i  was  to  force  upon  the  people  of 
ind  a  principle  that  was  repugnant 
air  feelings.     It  was  opposed  by 

Member  present  who  had  a  seat 
xytlandy  and  by  some  of  those  who 
oted  for  the  Bill.  If  the  right  hon. 
ieman  wished  to  make  progress  with 
'osiness  of  the  House,  it  would  be 
to  make  the  small  concession  now 
I  for  on  behalf  of  Scotland. 
I.  E.  JENKINS  hoped  that  Her 
ity*8  Government  would  re-consider 
natter.  He  joined  with  the  other 
h  Members  in  impressing  upon  the 
rnment  the  inadvisability  of  making 
Edition  to  the  Bill.  The  measure 
lad  enough  before ;  but  the  proposal 
lubmittea  to  the  Committee  would 

matters  much  worse.  It  was  pro- 
I  to  tie  down  the  high  principles  of 
md  and  its  electoral  morality ;  and 
loaght  the  Scotch  Members  were 
led  in  resisting  and  protesting 
at  any  such  attempt.     The  Chan- 

of  the  Exchequer  said  just  now 
the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  give 
portunity  of  taking  what  was  called 
ense  of  the  community;   and  the 

hon.  Gentleman  used  this  argu- 
,  which  it  was  only  worth  while  to 
ler  because  it  came  from  the  Minis- 
Bench,  that  because  there  was  an 
oe  evasion  of  the  law  the  law  ought 
abolished.     Were  they  to  abolish 

law  in  regard  to  which  there  was 
nstent  evasion  ?  There  wore  laws 
at  stealing  that  were  not  always 
td,  and  there  were  laws  against 
er  that  were  persistently  evaded, 
t  they,  then,  to  legalize  theft  and 
nnation  ?  He  bad  never  yet  heard 
irgument  U5^}d — although,  perhaps, 
me  might  come  when  it  would  bo 


used  by  a  Conservative  Ministry — as  a 
motive  for  changing  the  law.  The  pro- 
posal now  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  to  repeal  the  law  because 
it  was  evaded;  and  the  Scotch  Members 
seemed  to  be  almost  the  only  Members 
left  who  were  in  favour  of  purity  of 
election.  [An  hon.  Member:  No.] 
Well,  he  would  not  exactly  say  that, 
but  would  modify  the  assertion,  and 
would  say  that  the  Scotch  Members  were 
the  only  Members  now  left  who  were  in 
favour  of  extreme  purity  of  election — 
that  extreme  purity  of  election  which 
enabled  them  to  say  that  in  no  borough 
of  Scotland  whatever  was  it  the  habit  to 
convey  the  voters  to  the  poll,  nor  was  it 
desirable  that  that  practice  should  be 
resorted  to.  He  thought  Scotland  had  a 
very  strong  claim  to  be  left  out  of  the 
Bill ;  and  he  put  it  strongly  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  their 
wishes  should  not  be  complied  with. 

Mr.  BAXTER  wished  to  add  his  voice 
to  the  appeal  which  had  been  made  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  this 
matter.  He  believed  there  was  no  de- 
sire whatever  in  Scotland  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Bill  to  that  country.  He 
had  never  heard  of  any  practice  in  Scot- 
land like  that  which  was  adopted  in 
England ;  and  he  was  satisfied  that  the 
Scotch  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  would  join  in  stating  that  the 
people  of  Scotland  were  quite  unanimous 
in  opinion.  He  did  hope  that  that  being 
the  state  of  matters,  and  looking  at  the 
result  of  the  recent  division,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  ag^ee 
to  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Paisley  (Mr.  W.  Holms). 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  that,  of  course,  it  was  not 
desirable  to  have  more  distinctions  than 
they  could  help  in  particular  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom  ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  he  fully  admitted  that  there  was  a 
difference,  as  far  as  he  was  able  to  learn, 
in  the  way  in  which  the  law  was  acted 
upon  in  Scotland  and  in  England.  There 
was  no  doubt  that  in  England  the  law 
was  a  mere  snare  and  delusion  at  present, 
because  it  was  systematically  evaded.  It 
was  really  of  no  use,  and  was  the  cause 
of  the  greatest  inconvenience.  In  Scot- 
land, he  was  assured,  the  wording  of  the 
law  corresponded  with  the  general  prac- 
tice. Therefore,  it  was  obvious  that 
there  did  not  arise  the  same  difficulty 
which  rendered  it  necessary  to  make  this 
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change  in  England.  Therefore,  as  there 
seemed  to  be  a  general  opinion  on  the 
part  of  the  Scotch  Members  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  Government  would  be  quite 
prepared  to  recognize  that  feeling,  and 
to  accept  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Paisley. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Amendment  proposed,  in  page  1,  line 
19,  after  *M867,"  to  insert  **  and  the 
twelfth  section  of  *  The  Kepresentation  of 
the  People  (Ireland)  Act,  1868.'  "— (i/r. 
Solicitor  General,) 

Mr.  E.  JENKINS  imagined  that,  after 
what  had  just  taken  place,  the  Government 
were  now  ready  to  say  that  they  were 
not  prepared  to  go  on  with  the  Bill. 
That  would  certainly  be  the  best  means 
of  relieving  themselves  from  the  extra- 
ordinary position  in  which  they  had  been 
placed.  The  position  they  had  placed 
themselves  in  was  this.  They  had  made 
a  concession  to  Scotland  which  they  were 
not  prepared  to  give  to  the  rest  of  the 
United  lungdom.     Immorality  was  to 

Erevail  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Wales; 
ut  the  law  which  prohibited  it  was  not 
to  be  touched  in  Scotland.  He  wished 
that  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Truro  (Sir  James  M'Garel-Hogg)  would 
get  up  in  his  place  and  answer  these 
statements  if  he  was  able,  instead  of 
objecting  to  them  in  an  inarticulate 
fashion.  He  would  repeat  that  the 
course  pursued  by  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment placed  them  in  an  absurd  and 
anomalous  position.  He  challenged  the 
Government,  or  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Truro,  to  controvert  that 
assertion.  Anything  that  was  passed  by 
Parliament  should  be  good  for  nie  whole 
United  Elingdom ;  but  the  suggestion 
now  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
was  that  the  law  should  be  continued 
as  it  stood  in  regard  to  one  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  that  it  should  be 
repealed  in  regard  to  another  part. 
What  was  the  difference  between  the 
borough  of  Durham  and  the  borough  of 
Dundee?  The  class  of  voters  was  the 
same  ;  the  borough  was  the  same  size  ; 
and  he  saw  no  reason  why,  in  the  one 
case,  the  voters  should  be  conve3'ed  to 
the  poll  at  the  expense  of  the  candidate, 
while,  on  the  other,  they  should  not. 
His  own  opinion  was  that  the  same  prin- 
ciple should  apply  to  both.  The  Solicitor 
General  based  the  Bill  upon  high  moral 
principles.     It   was  rather  an  unusual 
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thinff  for  a  lawyer  to  do  ;  but  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  did  it,  and  the 
Committee  had  listened  to  his  arguments. 
although  not  without  some  surprise.  If 
that  was  so,  he  wanted  to  know  how  the 
Government  could  escape  from  the  di* 
lenmia  of  encouraging  the  morality  of 
one  part  of  the  Kingdom,  and  disoouraf  • 
ing  it,  or,  at  any  rate*  tbrowine  cold 
water  upon  it  in  another?  He  did  no: 
think  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Truro  would  be  able  to  prove  anything 
to  the  contrary.  He  awaited  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member's  argument  vith 
considerable  curiosity.  Personally,  he 
thought  that  the  concession  made  by  the 
Government  placed  the  Committee  in  an 
anomalous  position,  and  that  they  oo^t 
not  to  press  the  measure  further. 

Mb.  MONK  said,  he  wished  to  say  a 
few  words  before  they  went  to  a  diviiion 
on  the  clause.    The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  bad  given  way  to  the  appetl 
made  to  him  by  the  Scotch  Memben,  on 
the  ground  that  the  law  had,   on  the 
whole,  been  carried  out  satisfactorily  in 
Scotland,  while  he  said  that  it  had  been 
evaded  in  other  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 
But  he  did  not  propose  to  maintain  the 
present  law,  and  make  it  more  stringent, 
and  thus  to  assimilate  Uie  law  in  both 
countries.    But  he  proposed  to  repeal  it 
altogether  in  the  case  of  England  and 
Ireland,  and  to  retain  it  in  the  case  of 
Scotland.    That  was  a  manifest  incon* 
sistenoy ;  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  be 
guilty  of  a  greater  one,  and  he  vu 
astonished  to  find  that  a  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, occupying  a  pronunent  position 
in  the  Government  of  the  country,  ihonld 
come  down  to  that  House  and  say — '*  We 
have  an  election  law  which  has  acted 
very  well  in  one  part  of  the  Kingdom, 
though  it  has  been  evaded  in  other  pazti; 
therefore,  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to 
maintain  it  in  Scotland,  where  it  is  gene- 
rally observed,  but  to  repeal  it  in  regard 
to  die  rest  of  the  Kingdom  where  it  ii 
evaded."  The  Government  acknowledged 
that  the  law  was  good  for  Scotland ;  and 
if  it  was  good  for  one  part  of  the  country 
surely  it  ought  to  be  good  for  the  whole 
of  the  country.     He  thought  the  consti- 
tuencies of  the  Kingdom  would  be  veiy 
much  astonished,  when  they  -read  the 
papers  to-morrow,  to  find  that  the  tio- 
vemment  had  maintained  this  lavfnr 
fc>cotlaud,  but  were  determined  to  repeal 
it  iu  regard  to  England.     That  wsa  the 
state  of  the   case  at  present;  but  he 
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Aj  preeented  it  as  a  redvetto  ad 
rdum.  He  sincerely  trusted  that 
Gh>vemment  would  rest  content  with 
discussion  that  had  taken  place,  and 
withdrawing  the  Bill,  would  consent 
are  one  general  law  for  the  whole  of 
Kingdom. 

BB  fiJOLICITOR  GENERAL  (Sir 
iDoroE  GiFFABD)  could  not  help 
king  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
loester  (Mr.  Monk)  had  paid  very 
3  attention  to  the  present  state  of 
law.  The  whole  law  was  an  anomaly. 
iie  counties  it  remained  unaltered. 
provisions  of  the  present  Bill  would 
rt  only  the  law  in  boroughs,  and 
Id  assimilate  it  to  that  which  existed 
idy  in  the  counties.  But  in  addition 
le  counties,  the  House  of  Commons 
selected  certain  boroughs  in  which 
practice  was  also  permitted,  on  the 
md  of  their  extent.  The  Govern- 
t  had  now  consented  to  exempt  Scot- 
I  from  the  operation  of  the  clause; 
they  had  only  done  so  at  the  express 
I  of  the  Scotch  Members,  who  had 
•ed  it  upon  the  Government.  He 
e  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  there 

no.  necessity  for  a  change  in  the 
ting  law  in  Scotland.  The  Govem- 
X  yielded  to  the  appeal  made  to  them; 

now  hon.  Members  said  it  was 
;ical  and  absurd  to  proceed  with  the 
,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  make 
change  in  the  law  at  all.  The  argu- 
its  which  had  induced  the  Govern- 
t  to  make  the  concession  were  a 
cient  answer  to  the  view  of  the 
ition  now  put  forward  by  hon.  Moni- 
I  opposite. 

[b.  ANDERSON  was  sure  that  all 
Scotch  Members,  and  all  the  Scotch 
itituencics,  were  very  much  obliged 
lie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for 
dog  a  concession   in  their   favour; 

at  the  same  time,  he  did  not  claim 
Scotland  the  exclusive  purity  which 
hon.  Member  for  Dundee  claimed 
[if  and  he  should  be  glad  to  give  all 
aaeistance  in  his  power  to  the  Mom- 
i  for  England  and  Ireland  in  oppo- 
m  to  the  Bill,  not  merely  on  Scotch 
inds,  but  upon  Imperial  grounds.  As 
x>tch  Member,  he  was  obliged  to  the 
emment  for  their  concesbion  to  Scot- 
1 ;  but,  as  a  Member  of  the  Imperial 
liament,  he  must  coutinuo  to  jirotost 
inst  the  application  of  the  Bill  to 
^land  and  In^lnnd.  He  was  sur- 
led  that  the  Irish  Members  had  not 

VOL.   CCLI.         [third  series.] 


made  a  similar  appeal  to  the  Government 
as  that  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Scotch  Members  on  behalf  of  Scotland ; 
but  he  was  unable  to  say  from  his  own 
experience  whether  the  law  was  carried 
out  in  Ireland  or  not.  If  the  present 
law  was  carried  out  in  Ireland  as  well  as 
in  Scotland,  bethought  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers should  make  a  similar  appeal  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  that  which 
had  been  made  on  behalf  of  Scotland.  As 
to  what  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General  had  said  in  regard  to  the  law 
being  evaded  at  present  in  England, 
there  was  upon  the  Paper  an  Amendment 
tp  the  same  clause  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Swansea  (Mr.  DiUwyn)  which  would 
meet  that  objection.  The  object  of  that 
Amendment  was  to  make  the  law  uniform 
everywhere,  and,  in  order  to  prevent  it 
from  becoming  an  absurdity  and  an 
anomaly,  it  proposed  to  attach  a  distinct 
penalty  to  the  infringement  pf  the 
statute.  He  thought  the  Government 
had  placed  themselves  in  a  slightly  in- 
consistent position  by  the  concession  they 
had  made,  and  he  thought  the  best  course 
would  be  to  adopt  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Swansea.  At  the 
same  time,  as  a  Scotch  Member,  he 
thankfully  accepted  the  concession  which 
had  been  made  to  him. 

Sir  JOHN  LUBBOCK  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr.  Anderson)  had 
expressed  surprise  at  the  absence  of  a  claim 
on  the  part  of  Ireland  to  the  same  conces- 
sion which  had  been  made  to  Scotland. 
If  the  hon.  Member  had  noticed  the  state 
of  the  Irish  Benches,  he  would  have  seen 
why  the  Irish  Members  did  not  object. 
In  fact,  the  Irish  Members  were  occupied 
elsewhere.  He  believed,  however,  that 
they  objected  very  much  to  this  Bill ; 
and  he  (Sir  John  Lubbock),  as  an  Eng- 
lish Member,  also  wished  to  record  his 
objection  against  it.  He  should  be  glad 
to  know  why  this  Bill  was  to  be  forced 
upon  the  English  borough  Membera 
against  the  general  opinion  of  the  Eng- 
lish borough  Members  ?  There  might  be 
solid  and  substantial  reasons  for  allowing 
the  conveyance  of  voters  in  counties ; 
but  those  reasons  certainly  did  not  apply 
in  boroughs.  If  the  law  was  to  be 
made  equal,  the  best  way  would  be  to 
assimilate  that  of  the  counties  to  that  iu 
force  ill  the  boroughs,  rather  tlian  that 
the  law  in  the  boroughs  should  be  made 
the  same  as  that  in  the  counties.  He 
did  not  see  why  the  English  Membirs 
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change  in  England.     Tl. 
seemed  to  be  a  goiitrai 
part  of  the  Scotch  M-  ;. 
joct,   the  Goverumeni 
prepared  to  roroj^ui/ 
to  accept  the  Aunui. 
Member  for  Paislry. 

Question  put,  aii'i 
Amendment  pro]..- 
19,  after  'M8G7/'    ' 
twelfth  section  of  'i 
the  People  (Irelaii'- 
Solicitor  General. 

Mr,E.JENK1> 
what  had  just  tak-  ; 
were  now  retulv 
not  prepared  t.- 
That  would  cert:. 
of  relieving  tli'  . 
ordinary  positi* 
placed.  The  | 
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a  concession  t*. 
not  prepared 
United  Kiii^i 
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ut  the  law  « 
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Govern  1 
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•    -   :  -  to  fiplit   III---::-    ..%:•.%:• 
-    .-:  n.     AVt'll.  tho    I'.*-  '.:■::.' .■ 

.:.rd.   and    tlio    «  •:  •    -^::  ■:    ^ 
.    l-.ist»d,  and  pr'»iM:-'  1   •■'  i::^-  : 

-r.?.ient   ev«MV    fa*  i:  tv    •»    ♦::.:.-    • 
.  j-t  throujjli  til*"'  ••riiT.iiv   1;.-:   - 
•  :■:•  St^ssiiin.     I^iT  tliat  wa-  \!'  ■:.  '. 
.livrstanding  tliat  that  P.-iMi.-r*  .-:. 
-  winding-up  Bu>:n*-^s,  aTil  v,**'  ■  .a -j 
:o  new  niatt«»rs.     Tht- y  did   trivr*    v. , » 
..iVility   for   the   passin;:^    of    i....i-.r- 
jills;   but  they  never    txp<«t»:.i    :• 
.ailed  on  to  repeal  an    imp'»rtai.:  < !  ■  ,.■ 
:a  a  former  Act  of  I^irliann  nt  i!«T.- 
now  proposed.     When  llie  ( 'hnn.  •  il .:    : 
the  Exchequer  said  lie  would  t  ik-   •: 
Corrupt  Practices  Bill,  no  t»ii»-  kii-^-  •!.  •.* 
he  meant  anytliing  f»f  that  kiiii;  'i.-v 
thought  it  was   a   Bill    of    a   •iilir-.' 
nature.    He,  thorefnn*.  did  ln.»].e  ti:..*  :  .•■ 
Chancellor  of  the  ExehequtT  w-uli  -- 
the  fairness  of  this  appeal.     Th»-  rijl." 
hon.  Gentleman  had   givi-ii  way  f-  ■:.- 
Scotch  Members,  of  wlmm  a  giM.d  T::ji.y 
happened  to  be  present,  and  hn  ha-i  aN  • 
given  way   to   Ireland.      N«»w   }....   w.-.^ 
asked  to  exempt  Wales,  an«l  hi>  L'-rj  a:. : 
learned  Friend  (Mr.  0>l»orni'  M<':j;i:. 
said   they   were   pure   in    Wahs.      H 
hoped  they  were,  and  1h>   saw  :;•«  !•  .- 
son    for    retaining    Wales    withiii    t;.- 
operation  of  the  Bill ;  but  he  wi-I'fi  '  • 
join  in  a  general  appeal.     If  the  t  :.a:;- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  made  ov.v  ex- 
ception alter  another,  whiTi*  wi*iil.l  :.'• 
st(»p  ?     He  had  not  heard  the  E!:L'^i*ii 
Members;  thev  were  not  there,  thr-v  w» :  ■ 
scattered  all  over  the  countrv.  thev  «i:  i 
not  know  the  nnture  of  the  Bill.     Tv' 
constituencies   did   mit  know,  and  1..1 
had  no   opportunity    of  expres*ii:^,  ui 
opinion  upon  the  measure.     Itx\rt^!  • 
large  a  question  to  bo  carried  tlir'tiirii 
in  tlio  last  week  of  a  dvinj?  ParliamTiT, 
and  it  was  a  breach  of  an  implied  r.:.- 
derstanding  to  proceed  with  it.     Hf  r«  - 
spect fully    urged    the    Lrovernnunt  '.■• 
notice  the  appeals  which  had  bet-n  i::ri'i'.' 
to  them,   including   that  of    the  ii"lv' 
Lord  (the  Marquess  uf   Hartingtrii"  • :. 
the  previous  evening ;  and  he  pnintta  *i 
tln'  lar^e  and  important  minority  in  th-.- 
la>t  division  as  an  additional  arguii.iiit 
for  withdrawing  the  Bill. 

TiiK  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCIIK- 
Ul'Eli  said,  the  hon.  Mendn-r  I  r 
Swansra  Mr.  l)illwyn}  lia«l  .^pok^-n  il 
an  iiiqilird  understanding  :  Imt  i.»- 
wi>h»  d  to  remind  the  hi-ii.  Meml»r. 
that    tui    the   dav   on    which    he  met;- 


•A'"^ 


\taiy  Eltctiont,     [Mabcii  1G,  1880| 

ilution,  he  stated  what 
iTernmeut  hoped  to  pro- 
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ttspresslj  mentioned 

•  beiDg  ou«  that  thej  thought 
»nd  should  proceed  with. 
,  but  he  took  occasion  to 
'  (ihserrationa  preTiouaiy 
iv the  LnD.Itaranet  theMemberfor 
irlts  W.  Dilke)a8to  the 
importance  of  dealing  with  the  question  ; 
■nd  he  said  that  as  the  Bill  which  the 
Ooremment  first  introduced  could  not 
deal  with  that  question,  it  would  be 
withdrawn,  and  another  Bill  would  be 
introduced.  Therefore,  the  attention  of 
the  House  was  irom  the  first  directed  to 
thft  Cact  that  the  Ooremnient  did  intend 
to  deal  with  the  subject;  and  as  the 
subject  was  one  with  which  the  House 
WU  familiar,  there  was  no  ground  for 
■BjiD^  that  they  had  been  taken  by 
•lupriae.  As  to  the  other  question 
which  had  been  raised,  the  hou.  Mem- 
ber said  the  Government  admitted  that 
the  Scotuh  boroughs  were  pure,  aud 
Wftles  was  also  pure.  Ko  doubt,  both 
those  statements  were  quite  true;  and 
he  would  go  farther,  and  say  the  Kug- 
Ksh  constituencies  were  also  pure  ;  but 
the  broad  distinction  between  the  Eng- 
lish practice  and  the  Scotch  practice 
with  regard  to  the  conveyance  of  voters 
was  this — that  in  the  great  majority  of 
large  boroughs  in  England  it  was  done, 
whilst  in  Scotland  they  were  assured  it 
was  not  done.  There  was  nothing  in 
the  law  that  rendered  the  convcyauce 
of  voters  a  eorrupt  practice,  or  imposed 
S  penalty  upon  it ;  and  tLe  provision, 
beug  simply  a  probihition  without  im- 
posing a  penalty,  was  exceedingly  iu- 
oo&Tcnient.  It  was  to  get  rid  of  tliut 
inconvenience  that  the  Government  pro- 
posed to  legalize  what  was  practically 
done  at  the  present  time.  'Iticn  they 
were  told  by  the  Scotuh  Members  that 
in  Scotland  the  case  was  dilTorcnt,  aud 
that  the  Scotch  practice  was  iu  coiifor- 
mit;  with  the  words  of  the  law.  The ro- 
fote,  there  was  no  occasion  to  make 
any  alteration  in  oniur  to  bring  the  law 
ana  procticu  of  tjcotlund  into  liarmony, 
because  tbey  were  in  Larmoiiy  alrtiady. 
That  being  so,  the  Oovernnient  admitted 
the  plea  of  the  Scutch  Members.  But 
if  the  present  stats  of  tbings  workud 
well  in  Scotland,  it  did  not  wuik  well  in 
England,  because  the  ditl'vreuce  in  prac- 
tice rendered  it  impossible  to  meet  the 
qtirit  of   the   law  nith   regard  to  the 


payment  of  these  eipenses.  Having 
agreed  to  the  wish  of  the  Scotch  Uem- 
bers,  the  Government  were  now  met  by 
them  in  a  way  which  be  hardly  antici- 
pated, seeing  that  the  Oovemment  had 
made  what  they  thought  was  a  graceful 
concession.  However,  he  must  not 
complain  of  Ingratitude ;  he  would  only 
say  that  there  was  reason  in  the  one 
case,  and  not  in  the  other. 

Mr.  G.  S.  PABKEB  said,  he  did 
feel  grateful  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  for  his  graceful  concession 
to  Scotland,  not  because  he  had  as  yet 
any  strong  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the 
question,  out  because  be  thought  the 
House  was  not  in  a  position  to  decide 
it.  It  had  already  been  pointed  out 
that  a  large  number  of  borough  Mem- 
bers were  opposed  to  the  Bill,  and  the 
absence  of  those  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
present  occasion  was  attributable  to  the 
fact  that  the  borough  elections  would 
come  on  before  the  county  elections ; 
aud,  therefore,  there  was  a  greater  pres- 
sure upon  them.  When  they  examined 
the  Division  Lists,  they  would  probably 
find  that  a  House  chiefly  composed  of 
county  Members  bad  been  employed  in 
deciding  a  question    affecting  borough 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
also,  as  a  Scotch  Member,  felt  grateful 
for  the  concession  made  to  Scotland ; 
but  it  seemed  to  him  that  if  the  Scotch 
Members,  having  gained  their  point, 
now  deserted  their  English  and  Irish 
brethren,  that  would  be  the  height  of 
baseness.  He  was  very  glad,  indeed, 
to  give  what  assistance  he  could  to  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  and  Wales  in  the  matter. 
He  wished  to  add  one  word  as  to  the 
declaration  which  was  made  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at  the 
time  the  Dissolution  was  announced.  It 
was  truo  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer said  the  Government  proposed  to 
proceed  with  the  Bill  dealing  with  cor- 
rupt practices,  but  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tk'Uian  did  not  give  the  House  the  least 
idea  what  the  nature  of  the  Bill  was  to  be. 
He  did  not  tell  them  it  was  to  be  for  the 
legalization  of  corrupt  practices,  and  they 
were  led  to  believe  that  it  would  provide 
a  better  tribunal  for  trying  and  punish- 
ing such  oQ'cuccs.  Therefore,  ho  thought 
there  wiis  some  ground  for  the  charge 
that  this  wuB  a  breach  of  an  implied 
understanding.  When  the  hon.  and 
learned   Solicitor  General   said  Parlia- 
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luent  had  already  sanctioned  payraentu 
for  conveyance  in  five  boroughs,  it 
should  be  added  that  those  boroughs 
"were  of  the  nature  of  counties,  because 
the  distances  to  be  traversed  were  con- 
fiidorable.  Besides,  Parliament  had 
already  settled  that  question.  What 
he  wished  to  call  attention  to  was  the 
fact  that  the  Amendment  related  to  the 
exclusion  of  Ireland  ;  and  as  the  Scotch 
Members  had  previously  enjoyed  the 
advantage  of  the  sympathy  and  support 
of  the  Irish  borough  Members,  he 
thought  it  only  right  that,  now  the 
Irish  borough  Members  had  been 
obliged  to  leave  on  urgent  business  of 
a  public  character,  the  Scotch  Members 
should  endeavour  to  take  their  part. 
There  was  scarcely  a  single  Irish 
borough  Member  left  in  the  House; 
and,  therefore,  he  hoped  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  consent  to  drop  the 
clause  relating  to  Ireland.  He  hoped 
that  Ireland,  as  well  as  Scotland,  was 
pure ;  but  he  would  remind  the  House 
that  the  Irish  were  an  impulsive 
people,  and  that  Irish  cars  were  some- 
what dangerous  vehicles. 

Mr.  SULLIVAN  hoped  sincerely 
that  the  Government  would  not  take 
advantage  of  the  absence  of  the  Irish 
Representatives  to  persevere  in  their  in- 
tention of  bringing  Ireland  within  the 
scope  of  the  Bill.  He  trusted  that, 
having  agreed  to  omit  Scotland,  they 
would  in  this  case  do  justice  to  Ireland. 
The  Irish  Members  were  always  glad 
to  take  a  share  with  their  Caledonian 
Friends.  The  House  would  be  aware 
that  there  were  only  a  few  large  cities 
and  towns  in  Ireland,  and,  therefore, 
the  conveyance  of  voters  could  only 
affect  a  few  places ;  but,  nevertheless, 
he  would  strongly  appeal  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  let  them  alone.  There  were 
not  half-a-dozen  Irish  Members  within 
the  Palace  of  Westminster  at  that  mo- 
ment ;  and  it  would  create  a  most  pain- 
ful impression  if  the  Government,  hav- 
ing acceded  to  the  request  of  the  Scotch 
Hepresentatives,  should,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Irish  Representatives,  not  deal 
in  a  like  manner  with  Ireland. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  observed,  that 
representations  were  pretty  generally 
made  to  him  olficially  by  Irish  Repre- 
fieulativcs  with  reference  to  Bills  which 
they  did  not  like.  Last  night  there 
was  a  case  in   point,  when  two  Irish 

t^ir  George  Campbell 


Members  pressed  upon  him  the  unde«ir- 
ability  of  proceeding  with  the  Ixal 
Courts  of  Bankruptcy  (Ireland)  Bill; 
but  he  was  bound  to  sav  that  nut  a 
single  representation  had  been  ma.le  t . 
him  on  the  part  of  any  Irish  boDiigh 
Members  that  they  opposed  this  Bill. 

Mr.  SULLIVAN  remarked  that  Ii^ 
land  was  not  in  the  Bill. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  replied,  that 
the  hon.  Member  did  not  speak  for  a 
borough,  and,  therefore,  he  would  re- 
peat the  statement  which  he  had  made. 
He  knew  that  there  was  in  some  of  the 
large  boroughs  a  good  deal  of  laiitv ; 
but  there  might  be  no  objection  to  legi- 
timatize payments  for  conveying  voters 
to  the  poll. 

Mb.  SULUYAN  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  whether  Ire- 
land was  mentioned  in  the  Bill  at  all  ? 
He  knew  very  well  that  it  was  not,  and, 
therefore,  how  could  he  expect  that 
Irish  Members  would  appeal  to  him 
with  reference  to  a  Bill  which  did  not 
include  Ireland  ?  It  was  now  sought  io 
bring  Ireland  in,  and  that  made  the 
matter  inconceivably  worse,  because  it 
would  be  in  the  nature  of  a  surprise. 

Tub  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  said,  the  alle- 
gation of  surprise  was  rather  a  doubtful 
point.  The  hon.  Member  knew  verj 
well  that  if  Ireland  was  not  expresftlj 
excluded  from  an  Act  of  Parliament,  it 
must  be  taken  to  be  included. 

Mb.  ERRINGTON  said,  an  appeal 
had  been  made  to  the  Irish  Members  to 
express  their  opinions  on  the  subject. 
The  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Maid- 
stone (Sir  John  Lubbock)  had  clearlj 
shown  why  the  Irish  Borough  Members 
were  silent,  and  he  did  not  think  that  that 
silence  could  be  very  well  coustraed  into 
consent.  The  reason  given  for  their 
silence  was  the  very  strongest  reason 
why  the  Government  should  leave  Ire- 
land out  of  the  Bill.  It  would  be  i 
very  extraordinary  step  on  the  eve  of 
a  General  Election,  when  everybody  was 
anxious  to  be  away  on  important  bosi- 
ncss,  to  make  such  an  important  change 
as  the  Government  proposed.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  had  referred  to  the 
representations  made  to  him  against 
Irish  Bills  being  forced  on  at  this  period, 
and  perhaps  the  measure  now  in  ques- 
tion was  even  more  important,  beoaoat 
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it  bore  directly  upon  the  elections 
themselTes.  He  was  grateful  to  tho 
Scotch  Members  for  their  support,  and 
be  was  sure  that  had  the  Irish  Members 
realized  at  an  earlier  period  the  magni- 
tude of  the  change  that  was  to  be  made 
in  the  electoral  law,  they  would  not  have 
left  the  duty  of  opposing  it  in  the  hands 
of  their  Scotch  Friends.  They  were  no 
more  in  favour  than  were  the  Scotch  Mem- 
bers of  a  Bill  whose  effect  would  be  to 
legalize  corruption  at  borough  elections. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  thought  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  was  wrong  in  speaking  of 
the  Amendment  put  down  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  as  a  mere 
drafting  Amendment,  and  in  stating 
that  if  Ireland  were  not  expressly  men- 
tioned, the  Bill  would  necessarily  apply 
to  Ireland.  The  fact  was  that  the  sub- 
stantive part  of  the  Bill  was  a  measure 
to  repeal  a  part  of  the  Representation  of 
the  People  Act  1869;  but  that  Act  ap- 
plied only  to  England,  and,  therefore, 
the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  was  necessary  in  order 
to  repeal  the  same  clause  of  the  Repre- 
sentation of  the  People  (Ireland)  Act. 
The  Amendment  was  only  put  upon  the 
Paper  yesterday,  and,  therefore,  the 
Irish  Members  had  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  understanding  that  it  was  in- 
tended by  the  Government.  They  had 
bad  no  Notice  whatever,  they  were  ab- 
sent, and  it  was  totally  contrary  to  all 
precedent  io  apply,  at  a  moment's  No- 
tice, for  a  clause  of  that  importance. 

Mr.  JUSTIN  MCCARTHY  hoped  the 
Government  would  accede  to  the  num- 
ber of  appeals  that  had  been  made  to 
them,  and  would  leave  Ireland  out  of 
the  Bill.  It  was  a  very  extraordinary 
thing,  on  the  face  of  it,  that  when  any 
portion  of  the  old  system  of  electoral 
corruption  had  been  got  rid  of,  the  Go- 
Ternment  should  find  any  possible  ex- 
cuse for  attempting  to  re-enact  it. 
Surely,  if  they  wished  to  give  more 
license,  this  was  hardly  the  time  to  bring 
about  such  a  change.  The  absence  oif 
the  Irish  borough  Members  had  been 
explained,  and  he  believed  that  there 
was  only  one,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dungarvan  (Mr.  0*I)onnell),  anywhere  j 
near  the  House,  and  he  had  already  | 
spoken  strongly  against  this  measure.  > 
The  idea  that  the  S<;otch  Mombers  were 
somewhat  ungrateful  because,  when  they 
had  got  their  country  paved  from   the 


Bill,  they  would  not  abandon  England 
and  Ireland,  was  absurd.  A  concession 
of  that  kind,  with  such  a  reservation, 
would  become  not  so  much  a  concession 
as  a  bribe.  It  would  be  tantamount  to 
saying — **  You  are  strong,  you  can  have 
your  way ;  but  we  shall  want  from  you 
as  a  condition  of  your  own  exemption, 
that  you  allow  us  to  force  this  objec- 
tionable system  on  England  and  Ireland 
and  Wales."  He  was  very  much  obliged 
to  the  Scotch  Members  for  their  stead- 
fast opposition  to  the  Government  pro- 
posal. If  the  Government  wanted  equal- 
ity, let  them  attain  it  by  levelling  down 
the  system  of  corruption,  and  getting  rid 
of  it  altogether,  instead  of  levelling  up 
so  as  to  reproduce  a  corruption  which 
had  been  thought  to  be  abolished.  He 
earnestly  hoped  the  Government  would 
press  the  matter  no  further.  If  it  were 
forced  upon  Ireland,  it  certainly  would 
create  great  surprise  and  indignation 
when  it  became  known. 

TiiE  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  he  must  object  to  a  phrase, 
which  he  used  rather  playfully  than 
otherwise,  being  made  such  serious  use 
of.  When  he  said  the  Scotch  Members 
were  not  grateful,  he  did  not  mpan  to 
imply  that  hon.  Members  who  objected 
to  the  Bill  should  waive  their  objections 
to  it,  because  he  had  agreed  to  the  ex- 
emption of  Scotland.  He  wished  to 
point  out  to  the  House  what  the  real  ac- 
tion of  the  Government  in  this  matter 
hud  been.  In  the  first  instance,  what 
the  Government  proposed  to  do  was  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  continuance  of 
the  Parliamentary  Elections  and  Cor- 
rupt Pra(;tices  Act.  They  introduced 
a  mere  Continuance  Bill,  and  when 
it  had  been  introduced,  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir 
Charles  W.  Dilke),  who  took  great  in- 
terest in  those  questions,  expressly 
challenged  them  upon  the  question  whe- 
ther they  did  not  intend  to  deal  with  the 
subject  of  conveyance  of  voters.  The 
hon.  Baronet  pointed  out,  and  many 
other  hon.  Mombers  for  English  boroughs 
supported  him,  that  the  subject  was  in 
a  position  in  which  it  was  most  incon- 
venient that  it  should  be  left.  That  re- 
lated to  England,  and  the  reason  why  it 
was  inconvenient  was  that  the  practice 
in  the  large  boroughs  of  England  was 
different  to  the  wording  of  the  law.  That 
being  so,  he  proposed  to  withdraw  the 
Bill   which  had  then   boon  introduce!, 
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and  to  bring  in  another  which  would 
deal  with  the  question  before  the  Disso- 
lution ;  and  he  expressly  stated  that  it 
would  deal  with  the  question  which  the 
hon.  Baronet  had  drawn  attention  to. 
He  most  distinctly  drew  attention  to  it ; 
and  if  the  hon.  Baronet  were  only  now 
present,  he  was  quite  certain  the  hon. 
^Baronet  would  confirm  his  recollection 
of  what  took  place  when  the  hon.  Baro- 
net acceded  to  the  proposal  with  his 
usual  courtesy.  Well,  the  Bill  was  in- 
troduced in  a  form  which  he  did  not  par- 
ticularly remark  at  the  time  would  have 
applied  only  to  England,  for  it  dealt 
only  with  the  English  Act.  That  point 
was  afterwards  observed,  and  Amend- 
ments were  piit  down  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  to  carry  it 
over  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
It  was  certainly  possible,  and,  indeed, 
not  improbable,  that  the  point  which 
did  not  seem  to  have  attracted  the 
same  attention  in  Ireland  that  it  had 
attracted  in  other  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom  might  have  escaped  the  at- 
tention of  the  Irish  Members,  who 
might  not  have  been  aware  that  the  Bill 
was  intended  to  apply  to  Ireland.  At 
all  events,  it  was  quite  certain  that  there 
had  been  no  interest  felt  in  the  matter 
in  Ireland.  No  representations  of  any 
sort  had  been  made,  and  the  point  seemed 
to  be  one  of  comparatively  little  urgency 
or  importance  there.  He  would  remind 
the  Committee  that  the  Bill  was,  in  its 
nature,  of  a  temporary  character.  It 
only  proposed  to  continue  the  Parlia- 
mentary Elections  Act  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1881  ;  but  it  was  important  in  this 
respect  that,  in  regard  to  this  particular 
question  of  the  conveyance  of  voters,  it 
contained  a  provision  which  was  intended 
to  apply  to  the  Elections  that  were  imme- 
diately at  hand.  There  were  strong 
reasons  for  passing  such  a  clause  with 
regard  to  Ireland.  Those  reasons  had 
been  shown  not  to  exist  in  the  case  of 
Scotland — at  all  events,  to  the  same  ex- 
tent— and  there  was  no  reason  particu- 
larly to  believe  that  they  existed  to  the 
same  extent  in  Ireland ;  and  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  quite  prepared  to 
allow  this  Amendment  of  the  Attorney 
General's,  which  was  a  post  facto  Amend- 
ment, to  be  withdrawn,  and  to  confine 
the  Bill  to  the  case  of  England.  [A 
laugh.']  Well,  hon.  Gentlemen  might 
laugh;  but  the  Bill  was  intended  to  meet 
a  difficulty,  which  was  not  a  theoretical, 
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but  a  practical  difficulty.  The  prao*.:- . 
they  complained  of  largely  exi?*tt?<l.  aTid 
he  ventured  to  say  that  a  large  numV: 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  had  been  sv^^tem-itl- 
cally  in  the  habit  of  reporting  to  thi: 
which  would  be  made  legal  by  this  Bill. 
The  question  of  purity  was  ab<<ilu:»» 
nonsense ;  and  when  it  was  said  that 
this  was  a  Bill  which  implied  that  ther 
were  to  have  more  corruption  in  Enfrland 
than  in  other  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom, he  said  that  was  unmitigated  and 
undiluted  nonsense.  There  was  no  doulr 
whatever  that  the  practice  of  the  con- 
veyance of  voters  was  one  which  wa^ 
perfectly  reconcilable  with  the  utmost 
purity  of  election.  The  Government 
would  now  withdraw  the  Amendment, 
and  adhere  to  the  Bill  in  the  form  in 
which  it  was  orifcinally  introduced. 

Mr.  n.  SAMUELSON  remarked,  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
the  objection  that  the  Bill  would  aot 
against  the  purity  of  election  was  pur^ 
and  unmitigated  nonsense.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  H.Samuelson)  was  perfectly  certain 
that  it  would  open  a  door  to  corruption, 
and  in  a  great  number  of  boroughs  it 
would  eniu)le  pressure  to  be  put  upon 
the  owners  of  vehicles,  and  enable  candi- 
dates to  bribe  them  by  hiring  their  con- 
veyances. If  he  might  use  an  ezpresaifm 
not  much  stronger  than  that  used  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  would*  ear 
that  it  was  disgraceful  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  persist  in  thrusting  such 
a  Bill  down  the  throats  of  an  unwilling 
Parliament,  against  the  declared  wishes 
of  almost  every  borough  Member  who 
had  spoken.  The  unfairness  of  the  coune 
adopted  by  Government  was  manifest, 
when  hon.  Members  considered  how  im- 
possible it  was  to  obtain  a  proper  ex- 
pression of  opinion  on  the  subject  in  the 
then  deserted  condition  of  the  Hooae. 
Speaking  for  himself,  he  might  say  that 
he  had  had  occasion  to  gather  the  opinion 
of  more  than  one  or  two  constituencies 
upon  the  subject  since  it  had  been  befon 
the  House  ;  and  he  could  unhesitatiBglr 
affirm  that  public  opinion  was  strongW 
against  the  proposal.  Then  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  told  them  something 
that  required  a  little  investigation.  He 
said  that  the  Bill  was  only  a  temporaiy 
measure ;  but  he  quite  forgot  that  to  re- 
peal a  section  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
was  not  a  temporary  measnre,  but  a 
statute  intended  to  remain  in  force  per- 
manently.   He  (Mr.  H.  Samnelson)  pre- 
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Bumed  that  a  clause  once  repealed  stood 
repealed — not  temporarily,  but  for  all 
time — unless  it  were  re-enacted  by  a  new 
law.  Nobody  objected  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Act  which  the  Bill  proposed 
to  continue ;  but  what  they  did  object  to 
was  having  forced  upon  England  a  pro- 
Tision  which  was  not  considered  proper 
for  Scotland  and  Ireland.  He  asked  the 
Ooyemment  to  go  one  step  further  in 
their  concessions,  and  to  withdraw  the 
dance  altogether. 

Tub  chairman  said,  he  must  point 
out  to  the  Committee  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  expressed  his  wish  to  with- 
draw the  Amendment  now  before  it. 
That  was  an  Amendment  containing  a 
proposal  to  include  in  the  Bill  the  case 
of  Ireland.  If  the  Committee  were  de- 
urous  of  continuing  the  discussion  upon 
the  case  of  England,  it  would  probably 
be  found  the  most  convenient  course  to 
withdraw  the  Amendment  in  the  first 
instance. 

Mb.  monk  said,  he  desired  to  say  a 
word  or  two  with  regard  to  the  with- 
drawal of  Ireland  from  the  operation  of 
the  clause.  Scotland  had  already  been 
withdrawn  from  the  operation  of  the 
Bill.  Ireland  was  now  to  be  withdrawn 
also,  and  England  and  Wales  wore  alono 
to  be  affected.  Undur  these  circum- 
stances, he  would  ask  tlie  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer what  was  the  necessity  for  the  Bill 
at  all?  It  was  not  the  2nd  clause  of 
the  Bill  that  was  wanted.  No  clause  of 
the  Bill  was  wanted.  The  Corrupt 
Practices  Act  was  in  force  until  the  end 
of  the  year,  and  there  Would  bo  ample 
time,  when  the  new  Parliament  met,  to 
consider  the  whole  question ;  and  what- 
ever Government  happened  to  be  in 
Office,  it  would  become  its  duty  to  bring 
in  the  Bill  which  the  present  Govern- 
ment were  on  tlio  point  of  introducing 
a  week  ago.  The  effect  of  this  clause, 
in  regard  to  England  would  be,  as  it 
would  have  been  in  the  case  of  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  to  increase  the  expense  of 
elections.  It  was  all  very  well  to  saj' 
that  the  law  was  in  some  cases  evaded  ; 
but  if  they  legalized  the  payment  of 
these  expenses,  the  result  would  be  that 
they  would  prevent  a  large  number  of 
candidates  from  coming  forward,  who 
would  be  unable  to  bear  tlie  ouurmous  ex- 
pense that  would  be  put  upon  them  by 
legalizing  the  conveyance  of  voters  to  the 


poll.  As  the  hon.  Member  for  Frome 
(Mr.  n.  Samuelson)  had  just  stated,  it 
would  act  as  a  bribe  to  many  cab-owners 
and  livery-stable  keepers.  It  would  be 
necessary  for  the  candidates  to  engage 
everj'  vehicle,  not  only  in  the  town,  but 
in  the  neighbourhood.  It  was  a  move- 
ment in  the  wrong  direction  ;  it  was  a 
movement  that  would  prevent  a  poor 
man  from  having  a  seat  in  that  House. 
He  confessed  that  he  was  astonished  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  should  persist  in  endeav- 
ouring to  force  the  Bill,  at  this  period  of 
the  existence  of  Parliament,  down  the 
throats  of  hon.  Members,  when  he  had 
been  obliged  to  give  way  with  regard  to 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  He  hoped  that 
not  only  would  the  Amendment  oe  with- 
drawn, but  that  the  Bill  itself  would  be 
withdrawn  with  it. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  the  Clause 
stand  part  of  the  Bill.'' 

Mr.  DILLWYN  moved,  as  an  Amend- 
ment, in  page  1,  line  19,  after  **  shall," 
to  leave  out  the  remainder  of  the  Clause, 
and  insert — 

"  15(;  read  with  the  addition  of  the  words, 
*  on  proof  that  any  such  illogal  jwiyment  shall 
have  been  made,  the  person  or  persons  having 
made,  or  in  any  way  authorized  such  payment, 
shall  be  liable  to  bo  convicted  l>efore  any  Court 
of  Summarv  Jurisdiction,  and  on  conviction 
such  Court  shall  bo  empowcrrd  to  award  tho 
punishment  of  a  fine  of  five  pounds  for  each 
such  offence.* " 

Mr.  morgan  LLOYD  said,  he  had 
an  Amendment  which  would  come  be- 
fore that  which  had  been  placed  on  the 
Paper  by  tlio  hon.  Member  for  Swansea 
(Mr.  Dillwyn).  lie  proposed,  in  page 
1,  line  19.  to  move,  after  the  word 
**  repealed,"  to  insert  the  words  **  except 
as  regards  Wales." 

The  CUAIKMAN  said,  the  Amend- 
ment suggested  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Swansea  (Mr.  Dillwyn)  would 
come  before  that.  IIo  was  bound  to 
say  that  he  had  couHidered  with  very 
great  care  the  question  submitted  to 
the  Committee  in  that  Amendment, 
and  it  appoared  to  him  that  the  effect 
of  the  Amendment  of  the  huu.  Mem- 
ber for  Swansea,  if  it  were  adopted, 
would  not  merely  be  to  annul  the  object 
of  the  Bill ;  but  that,  practically,  the 
ultimate  effect  of  it  would  be  to  reverse 
it.     When  tlie  TToujrO  sent  a  Bill  to  a 
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ber.  lie  did  not  know  what  the  hon.  and 
learned  ^Fomher's  experience  was  with 
regard  to  borough  elt?ctions  in  Wales; 
but  Ilia  (the  Solicitor  GeneraVs}  own  ex- 
perience wa*<,  that  in  oonteste<l  elections 
in  the  boroufjjlis  of  Wales,  the  practice 
of  conveying  voters  to  the  poll  in  cabs 
and  carriages  be  believed  to  be  the  uni- 
versal practice.  For  that  reason,  it  was 
obvious  that  the  auggost(?d  Amendment, 
if  it  was  seriously  preasud,  was  liardly 
worth  arjjuing:  or  dis<Missing. 

Mr.  OSBORNE  MORGAN  said,  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Solicitor 
General,  although  ho  had  contested  a 
Welsh  constituency,  was  certainly'  not  a 
Welshman ;  while  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  l^eaumaris  (Mr. 
Morgan  Lloyd),  was  not  only  a  Welsh- 
man, but  represented  the  people  of 
Wales.  He  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  had 
no  desire  to  enter  into  a  wrangle  as 
to  the  facts  of  the  case ;  his  own  desire 
in  rising  had  been  to  point  out  that  there 
was  no  constitutional  reason  why  Wales 
should  not  be  excepted,  or,  indeed,  why 
Lancashire  or  Yorkshire,  or  any  other 
part  of  the  Kingdom,  should  not  be  ex- 
cepted. There  was  no  question  of  con- 
stitutional ground  at  all.  The  practice 
was  not  carried  out  in  all  that  part  of 
Wales  with  which  he  was  acquainted, 
and  he  was  certainly  acquainted  with  a 
very  large  part  of  it.  The  cases  of  Scot- 
land and  of  Wales  were  identically  the 
same.  The  practice  was  one  which,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  pointed  out, 
existed  only  in  England.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said,  it  was  the  common 
practice  in  England,  and  he  went  so  far 
as  to  charge  hon.  Members,  who  sat  on 
the  Opposition  side  of  the  House,  and 
who  said  that  it  was  a  question  of  purity 
of  elections,  of  talking  pure,  unmitigated, 
undiluted  nonsense,  lie  hoped  he  should 
never  hear  such  language  again  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  It  might  be  pure, 
unmitigated  nonsense.  He  would  not 
enter  into  that  question  now  ;  but  what 
he  wished  to  appeal  to  was  the  facts  of 
the  case.  He  knew  a  county  in  which  a 
very  rich  man  was  a  candidate,  and  he 
actually  bought  up  the  whole  of  the  cabs, 
conveyances,  and  omnibuses  of  the  whole 
of  the  county.  Was  that  purity  of  elec- 
tion? The  result  was,  that  the  person 
to  whom  he  alluded  got  the  vote  of  every 
omnibus  owner,  cabman,  and  carriage 
owner  in  the  county.     If  thin  clause  were 
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repealed,  the  same  thing  would  b>^  \^\' 
in  every  borough.  He  would  ar^k  if  a:.T 
hon.  Member  believed  that  it  wouM  ii*. 
be  done  ?  He  believed  it  was  done  .t  iv. 
and  if  so,  was  tlie  right  hon.  grnrltTr-i:. 
the  (?hancellor  of  the  Exchequer  justili{«] 
in  saying  that  those  who  spoke  of  puri*v 
of  election  were  talking  pure,  unmiti- 
gated nonsense  ? 

Mu.  DILLWYN  thought  the  Qau- 
cellor  of  the  E.xchequer  should  makv 
sure  of  his  fa^^ts  before  he  sp<3ke  of  pure, 
unmitigated  nonsense.  In  regard  to:li« 
remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Suli- 
citor  General,  that  hon.  and  leanivi 
Gentleman  had  made  a  statement  tLtt 
was  scarcely  consistent  with  the  fa-.t'*. 
He  (Mr.  Dillwyn)  was  in  a  positiMD  :•■ 
give  evidence  upon  the  subject  himself. 
At  the  last  General  Election  he  stood  a 
contest  in  a  Welsh  borough,  and  he  did 
not  employ  a  single  cab  at  all.  He  va« 
therefore  able,  personally,  to  combat  the 
facts  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Solicitor  General.  His  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Beau- 
maris (Mr.  Morgan  Lloyd  ^  said  that 
Wales  was  separate  and  distinct  fr^si 
England.  That  was  perfectly  true,  and 
it  was  much  more  separate  and  distinct 
than  either  Scotland  or  Irelimd.  The 
legislation  for  Wales  was,  in  many  re- 
spects, separate,  and  it  had  a  different 
set  of  Turnpike  and  Boud  Acts  from  a&r 
other  part  of  the  Kingdom.  There  couM 
be  no  question  as  to  Wales  being  en- 
tirely separate  and  distinct  from  Eng- 
land. 

Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK  said,  the  Chan- 
ceUor  of  the  Exchequer  had  consented  to 
except  Scotland,  because  the  Scotch 
Members  were  present  to  oppose  the 
repeal  of  the  clause  so  far  as  Sootlsnd 
was  concerned.  He  had  also  excepted 
Ireland,  because  the  Irish  MeniDen 
were  not  present  to  oppose  it.  He  wiahsd 
now,  as  an  English  Member^  to  queflioii 
the  propriety  of  continuing  to  iodnde 
England.  During  the  whole  of  the  diflp 
cussion  not  a  single  Member  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  had  risen  to  mt  a  word 
in  favour  of  the  Bill.  The  whole  d«- 
fenco  of  the  measure  had  rested  with  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  who  had  gires 
first  one  reason,  and  then  another,  ion 
proposing  it.  AH  other  Memben  who 
had  taken  part  in  the  discussion  had  pro* 
tested  as  indignantly  as  they  conU 
against  it.     Under  these  circumstuceii 
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he  thought  it  was  unreasonable  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  "press  the  Bill 
at  that  particular  time.  As  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Frome  (Mr.  H.  Samuelson)  had 
shown,  it  might  be  used  as  an  engine  of 
corruption.  It  was  a  Bill  to  give  a  rich 
candidate,  in  erery  English  borough,  a 

Seat  advantage  over  a  poor  candi- 
te,  and  it  would  also  give  those  candi- 
dates who  had  had  notice  of  the  Bill  a 
great  advantage  over  those  who  had  had 
no  notice,  because  they  might  already 
hare  gone  and  engaged  the  cabs.  He, 
therefore,  hoped  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  would  not  insist  on  pressing 
the  BUI. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  said,  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Committee  now  was  the 
exclusion  of  Wales.  He  ventured  now  to 
point  out  that  in  the  division  that  took 
place  a  short  time  ago  the  Amendment 
was  supported  by  all  the  Liberal  Mem- 
bers. jBvery  Welsh  borough,  with  one 
exception,  was  represented  by  a  Liberal ; 
and,  therefore,  the  conclusion  might  bo 
drawn  that  all  the  Welsh  boroughs  were 
opposed  to  the  Bill.  The  Welsh  Mem- 
lers  who  were  present  were  against  the 
measure;  and  it  might,  therefore,  bo 
assumed  that  all  the  Representatives  of 
Wales  were  against  it.  Under  these 
circumstances,  they  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, following  the  example  of  what  had 
been  done  in  the  case  of  Scotland,  would 
agree  now  to  exclude  Wales  from  the 
operation  of  the  Bill. 

Mb.  NEWDEGATE  hoped  that  no- 
thing of  the  sort  would  be  done.  Ho 
more  than  doubted  the  propriety  of  ex- 
cluding Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  if 
Wales  was  to  follow,  the  result  would 
be  that  they  would  have  left  out  of  the 
Bill  all  those  parts  of  the  Kingdom  in 
which  the  distances  from  the  polling 
places  were  largest.  This  objection 
would  apply  strongly  in  the  case  of 
Wales,  where,  in  many  places,  the 
Toters  had  to  come  from  a  distance.  He 
thought,  under  such  circumstances,  that 
it  was  only  right  to  provide  conveyances 
fbr  them. 

Ma.  HUSSEY  \1VL\N  had  very 
little  doubt  that  the  Bill,  if  it  passed, 
would  lead  to  corruption.  Now,  they 
objected  to  be  corrupted  in  Wales.  They 
were  a  very  pure  and  moral  people. 
Standing  in  that  very  spot  lust  year  he 
had  had  the  pleasure  of  stating  tigures 
to  the  House  which  provc<l  beyond  all 


doubt  that  the  people  of  Wales  were  at 
least  double  as  moral  as  the  people  of 
England.  That  could  be  proved  in 
various  ways,  which,  however,  he  would 
not  trouble  the  House  with  now.  He 
heartily  supported  the  Amendment  of  his 
hou.  and  learned  Friend  the  Member  for 
Beaumaris  (Mr.  Morgan  Lloyd).  His 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North  War- 
wickshire (Mr.  Nowdegate),  who  had 
just  spoken,  stated  that  the  boroughs  of 
Wales  were  of  so  extensive  a  character, 
and  so  scattered,  that  the  conveyance  of 
voters  to  the  poll  in  cabs  was  a  matter 
of  necessity.  Now,  as  far  as  he  was 
acquainted  with  the  boroughs  of  Wales, 
he  did  not  think  that  description  of  them 
was  a  correct  one.  If  his  hon.  Friend 
would  go  down  to  Wales,  he  (Mr.  Vivian) 
would  be  happy  to  have  an  opportunit ' 
of  showing  him  that  no  such  necessity 
existed.  In  the  meantime,  he  hoped  his 
hon.  Friend  would  take  his  word  for  the 
fact  that  such  a  necessity  did  not  exist. 
He  did  not  forget  the  extremely  close 
fight  which  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Solicitor  General  had  in  a  Welsh 
borough  at  the  last  General  Election  ; 
but  what  the  practice  was  in  Cardiff  ho 
was  unable  to  say.  He  did  know,  how- 
ever, that  the  legalizing  of  this  practice 
might  be  used  as  an  engine  for  obtaining 
votes ;  but  whether  the  system  was  re- 
sorted to  at  Cardiff  or  not  he  was  not 
prepared  to  say.  The  borough  of  Swan- 
sea was  quite  as  large  a  borough  as  the 
borough  of  Cardiff,  and  there  were  quite 
as  many  people  in  it ;  yet  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Swansea  (Mr.  Dillwyn) 
told  them  that  at  the  time  he  fought  a 
contest,  six  years  ago,  ho  did  not  find  it 
necessary  to  employ  cabs,  and  that  cabs 
were  not  employed.  Now,  why  should 
jwor  Wales  have  this  Bill  imposed  upon 
it  when  Wales  did  not  require  it  ?  He 
showed,  last  year,  that  Wales  was  far 
more  separated  from  England  than 
either  Scotland  or  Ireland.  They  were 
a  far  more  different  people  than  either, 
and  they  had  no  wish  for  this  Bill.  He, 
therefore,  hoped  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Member  for  Beau- 
maris would  persist  in  his  Amendment 
and  divide  the  House,  if  necessary,  upon 
the  exception  of  Wales.  He  was  equally 
strong,  in  a  charitable  Kc-nse,  in  hoping 
that  England  might  also  bo  excepted 
from  the  operation  of  the  measure.  He 
was  certain  that  if  the  conveyance  of 
votrrs  to  th»'  poll  \vt»re  rendered  legal  it 
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mij^lit  be  used  as  a  very  serious  engine 
of  corruption. 

Mr.  JSULLTVAN  had  heard  with  the 
greatest  astonishment  the  statement  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  he 
did  not  apprehend  that  corruption  would 
follow  from  the  Bill.  Ho  (Mr.  Sullivan) 
could  assert,  from  his  own  experience  in 
canvassing  at  elections,  that  the  Bill 
would  have,  for  its  immediate  and  neces- 
sary result,  gross  corruption.  He  could 
relate  his  own  experience  in  connection 
with  a  county — not  the  one  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent — in  which  car  hire 
was  allowed.  Formerly,  and  not  very 
long  since,  the  practice  was  to  bribe  a 
man  by  buying  a  gooseberry  bush.  A 
candidate  went  to  canvass  a  voter  and 
gave  10  guineas  for  a  gooseberry  bush. 
That  practice  was  gone  now ;  but  what 
remained  ?  If  they  canvassed  a  voter, 
he  said,  *'  Well,  there's  nothing  going.'* 
**  Oh,  no  I  there's  nothing  going,"  was 
the  reply.  **  But  I  have  two  sons,"  he 
said,  **  line  slips  of  boys,  who  should  be 
employed  at  the  Committee  Kooms.  Will 
you  engage  my  boys  ?  Two  or  three 
guineas  a-week  will  be  very  acceptable." 
That  was  the  practice  now,  and  it  was 
tliemode  of  corruption  that  was  resorted 
to.  He  might  state  what  had  liappened 
to  liimself .  He  himself  canvassed  a  man 
who  said — **I  have  got  ayoke."  "  Well, 
I  wish  you  joy  of  your  yoke."  **But 
how  much  am  I  to  get  for  the  use  of  my 
yoke?"  That  was  cab  hire.  Let  tliere 
be  no  disguise  about  it.  They  were 
about  to  open  the  door  to  the  grossest 
corruption.  Every  man  who,  like  his 
friend,  liad  a  yoke  to  be  hired  would  ox- 
pect  a  £5  note  for  his  yoke  ;  and,  call  it 
what  they  pleased,  legalizing  the  con- 
veyance of  vnters  in  the  way  now  pro- 
posed would  simply  be  opening  the  door 
to  a  new  system  of  bribery. 

]\[r.  W.  *  E.  FORSTER  was  sorry  that 
ho  had  not  been  present  at  the  early 
part  of  the  discussion.  He  found  that 
several  remarkable  things  had  happened, 
one  of  which  was  that  the  right  lion. 
Uoutlemautho  ChancoUor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  used  much  stronger  language 
than  he  was  usually  in  the  habit  of  in- 
dulj^ing  in.  If  Scotland,  Ireland  and 
Wah»8  were  left  out,  this  Bill  would 
have  an  extraordinary  look.  When,  in 
1S()7,  the  provisiou  iu  question  was 
par^si»d,  it  was  thought  to  be  a  great 
Btop  towards  purity  t»f  eh»ction.  Now, 
»  hoii  tho  Governinent  was  all  powerful. 

Mr.  Hn9se*j  Vixian 


and  could  pass  anything  they  pleased, 
they  presented  a  Bill  in  which  they  ad- 
mitted that  Ireland  and  Scotland  cared 
more  for  purity  than  England  did— 
[ '  *  No,  no ! "] — well,  then,  that  they  cared 
less  for  the  purity  of  England  than  they 
did  for  that  of  Ireland  and  Scotland. 
The  statement  had  been  made  that  this 
was  a  step  towards  purity  ;  but  it  vas 
extraordinary  that  such  a  statement 
should  have  been  made.  They  knew  in 
a  great  many  of  the  contested  elections  in 
England,  the  practice  of  employing  cabs 
had  been  disused  in  consequence  of  this 
provision,  and  no  one  could  deny  that  it 
had  worked  beneficially.  In  his  own 
borough,  in  1874,  they  had  as  sharp  a 
contest  as  it  was  possible  to  have.  The 
constituency  was  as  near  as  possible 
polled  out,  from  20,000  to  22,000  record- 
ing their  votes  out  of  24,000,  and  no 
cabs  were  employed  on  either  side,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  tho  election  was  better 
conducted  in  consequence.  Of  course, 
if  this  Bill  were  passed,  cabs  would  be 
employed,  and  for  anyone  to  maintain 
that  to  make  this  change  was  not  going 
back  upon  the  progress  they  had  hoped 
to  make  towards  purity,  was  one  of  the 
most  inexplicable  things  he  had  e?er 
heard  of. 

Sir  henry  JACKSON  ventured  to 
say  that  while  the  employment  of  cabs 
was  most  objectionable,  this  was  not  the 
worst  part  of  the  Bill,  for,  speakini; 
from  his  own  experience,  the  payment 
of  railway  tickets  would  be  a  much 
more  serious  matter.  This  might  lead 
to  the  paying  of  wages  as  well,  or  the 
giving  of  compensation  to  people  com- 
ing from  a  distance,  so  that  allowing 
payment  of  railway  fares  was,  in  his 
opinion,  more  dangerous  than  permitting 
the  employment  of  cabs.  The  employ- 
ment  of  cabs,  in  his  experience,  had 
gone  out  of  fashion,  and  since  1867  cabs 
liad  not  been  employed,  and  the  giving 
of  railway  tickets  to  out- voters  had  been 
discontinued.  He  knew  that  any  appeal 
of  his  would  be  of  no  avail;  but  he  musit 
add  his  protest  to  that  of  the  other 
^[embers  who  had  appealed  to  the  Go- 
vernment. They  made  a  g^eat  parade 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  which  they 
brought  in  themselves  in  1867,  and  they 
got  great  credit  for  the  determination 
to  introduce  a  new  system  of  election. 
It  was  by  them  that  Judges  were  sub- 
stituted for  the  old  Committees  on  Elec- 
tion Petitions,  and  that  increased  strin- 
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Mnoy  of  the  eleotion  law  had  been 
introdaoed.  On  the  whole,  the  chan^i^es 
then  made  had  worked  beneficially.  He 
did  not  aay  that  the  law  had  not  been  a 
good  deal  in  advance  of  public  opinion. 
It  had  been  thought  a  very  hard  law, 
and  often  proved  a  terror  only  to  those 
who  obeyed  it ;  but,  during  the  1 3  3'ears 
of  its  operation,  public  opinion  had  been 
growing.  The  people  had  become  more 
and  more  used  to  these  reBtrictions ;  the 
000ft  of  elections  had  diminished ;  public 
purity  had  g^wn  ;  and  it  was  now  very 
much  to  be  regretted  that  the  present 
Ooyemment,  who  so  very  properly  in- 
troduced this  amendment  in  the  law, 
should  now  come  to  repeal  it.  The 
House  could  not  but  see  that  the  time 
was  singularly  inopportune.  The  Gro- 
Temment  chose  their  own  time  for  the 
Dissolution,  and  it  might  be  supposed 
they  dissolved  at  the  moment  most  suit- 
able for  their  own  purposes.  They  had 
a  right  to  appeal  to  the  people  at  their 
own  time,  and  he  gave  them  the  credit 
of  a  sincere  desire  to  obtain  the  real 
opinion  of  the  country.  Ho  did  not 
think  they  would  hold  Office  for  one  hour 
longer  than  they  thought  the  feeling  of 
the  country  was  at  their  back.  But,  at 
the  last  moment,  they  2)ropoBed  to 
make  an  important  change  in  the  ma- 
chinery of  elections.  The  Liberal  Party 
had  appealed  to  them  to  let  the  law 
stand  as  it  was.  They  appealed  to  thoir 
generosity  as  a  Government — to  thrir 

Sinerosity  as  the  Party  in  power — to 
eir  generosity  as  English  Gontloiiu>n, 
and  they  said — ''Do  not  take  advantage, 
at  the  eleventh  hour,  of  your  majority 
to  force  an  alteration  in  the  law  which 
will  operate  prejudicially  to  the  eliciting 
of  the  true  feeling  of  the  country.** 

Mb.  E.  JENKINS  wished  to  ask  the 
hon.  and  learned  Solicitor  General  a 
question  with  regard  to  the  statenu'iit 
made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exclie- 

auer.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  ])ut 
\ke  argument  before  the  House  that 
they  were  only  passing  a  clause  that 
would  be  of  a  temporary  character; 
but  he  took  it  that  this  was  an  absolute 
and  permanent  repeal.  He  would  like 
to  know  if  that  was  so  ? 

The  SOLICITOK  (JEN KRAI.  (Sir 
HabdingeGiffaud)  said,  there  was  soiiic 
doubt  whether  it  was  not  so:  but  th(> 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchec^uer  was  not  r«>- 
ferriug  to  that  clause,  but  to  the  Corrupt 
Practice  Act,  whicli  must  bo  renewed. 


Mr.  W.  E.  FORSTEE  remarked,  that 
then  it  would  have  the  effect  of  being  a 
temporary  repeal,  because  it  was  a  re- 
peal of  a  provision  in  an  Act  which 
itself  soon  expired.  He  understood  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  say, 
**Yes;  it  is  a  temporary  provision  for 
the  next  Election." 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEYRE  hoped  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  re- 
ply to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Afember  for  Coventry  (Sir 
Henry  Jackson),  and  say  whether,  while 
he  permitted  the  employment  of  cabs,  he 
would  forbid  the  payment  of  railway 
fares.  There  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
about  cabs  ;  but  he  had  never  heard  but 
one  opinion  as  to  the  payment  of  railway 
fares.  He  thought  it  would  be  most  un- 
reasonable to  re-introduce  that  practice. 
As  the  Bill  was  now  drawn,  would  it 
permit  the  payment  of  railway  fares 
with  respect  to  boroughs  ?  No  answer 
had  been  given  on  that  point,  and  he 
thought  it  ought  to  have  an  answer. 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Hardinoe  Giffard)  said,  the  repeal  was 
a  repeal  of  a  specific  provision  with  re- 
gard to  the  conveyance  of  voters  in  cabs. 

'Mn.  MONK  thought  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  wrong.  The 
Bill  ropt^aled  the  whole  of  the  36th  sec- 
tion of  the  Representation  of  the  People 
Act.  ami  in  that  would  be  found  a  pro- 
vision covering  the  payment  of  railway 
faros.  If  they  repealetl  that  section, 
they  would  legalize  the  giving  of  money 
to  a  voter  to  euable  him  to  obtain  a  con- 
veyance to  the  poll.  That  would  open  a 
very  wide  door  to  bribery.  He  saw  the 
hon.  ond  learned  Gentleman  had  now 
the  clause  before  liim.  and  i>erhaps  he 
would  now  state  whether  that  was  cor- 
reet  or  not? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
IL\ui)iN(JK  GiirARo)  read  the  clause 
whieh  dealt  with  ( onveyauco  by  rail  as 
well  as  bv  cabs  and  earrioges. 

Mu.M()KGANLLOYDaskedthehon. 
an<l  learned  JSolieitor  (xeneral  to  inforni 
the  Committee  what  provision  existed  in 
any  statute  making  it  illegal  to  pay  the 
railway  fares  of  out-voters,  except  the 
'MWh  seetinn  now  read*?  And,  would  ho 
UTnlertake  to  tell  the  House  if  there  was 
any  law  in  e\i>t«nee,  on<'e  that  section 
wa**  repeah'tl,  which  would  prevent  any 
can«li(Jat»'  pa>  inj^  railwav  tares? 

Mk  SSTANToN  remarked,  that  he 
asked  the   hon.    and   learned    S'»lieit<^r 
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General  that  question  the  other  night, 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
Btated  it  would  make  no  difference 
whether  the  voter  was  conveyed  by  car- 
riage or  rail. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said,  theChanceUor 
of  the  E.xchequer  would  now  see  that 
the  repeal  of  the  clause  in  question  was 
not  a  temporary  measure,  like  the  Con- 
tinuance Bill.  The  continuance  of  the 
Corrupt  Practices  Act  was  a  temporary 
measure ;  but  this  repeal  of  a  clause  was 
permanent.  Now,  when  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  become  convinced 
of  that  fact,  he  would  see  that  the  ground 
had  somewhat  changed.  He  had  already 
performed  two  very  graceful  acts.  He 
tirst  exempted  Scotland,  then  Ireland. 
Now  let  him  exempt  Wales.  Not  a  sin- 
gle Welsh  Member  had  asked  for  this 
Bill.  After  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  performed  that  third  graceful  act, 
he  would,  by  easy  stages,  have  arrived 
very  near  the  point  which  would  be  the 
most  graceful  of  all,  that  of  abandoning 
the  Bill  altogether. 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  said,  it  occurred 
to  him  that  the  change  involved  by  this 
clause  was  much  more  serious  than  at 
first  appeared.  A  clear  distinction  had 
been  hitherto  maintained  between 
borough  and  county  elections.  The 
county  representation  was  far  more 
general  and  national  than  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  boroughs,  but  this 
clause  would  tend  to  undermine  that 
distinction. 

Mr.  E.JENKINS  said,  he  would  move 
to  report  Progress.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  stated  that  this 
Bill  was  of  a  temporary  charactor,  and 
then  the  hon.  and  learueil  Solicitor 
General  got  up  and  said — **This  part 
of  the  Bill  is  not  of  a  temporary  cha- 
racter, but  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  alhiding  to  the  Corrupt 
Practices  Act."  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  too  honourable  to  take 
advantage  of  that  argument,  and  he  had 
practically  admitted  that  he  was  under 
the  impression  that  the  Bill  was  only  of 
a  temporary  charaotor.  In  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  Committee  was 
placed,  the  best  way  was  to  report  Pro- 
gross,  and  a^k  leave  to  sit  again. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed. 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pn.»gre*s. 
and  asik  leave  to  sit  again."  —  Mr. 
Jiibrard  Jt  ns'ins.^ 


The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  he  must  apologize  for  cot 
having  perfectly  correctly  stated  the 
effect  of  the  clause  in  point  of  repealicp 
the  Act.  What  was  in  his  mind  wu 
this.  The  Bill  they  were  passing  vas  % 
Bill  which  was  to  continue  only  for  a 
limited  time.  It  was,  therefore,  obvioui 
that  it  would  be  necessary  within  thst 
time  to  bring  the  Act  under  the  re-coa- 
sideration  of  Parliament ;  and  whea  it 
was  again  brought  forward,  that  would 
be  the  time  when  any  further  coneiden- 
tion  of  this  subject  might  very  properly 
take  place.  He  was  sorry  he  feu  into  &n 
error  in  speaking  of  the  repeal  of  this 
clause  as  if  it  had  been  part  of  the 
Corrupt  Practices  Act  itself.  But  the 
effect  would  be,  as  it  was  proposed  tht: 
this  Bill  should  be  passed  for  a  re- 
stricted period,  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary before  the  expiration  of  the  time  to 
bring  the  whole  proceeding  up  for  con- 
sideration. The  question  before  tie 
Committee,  when  the  Motion  to  report 
Prog^ress  was  made,  was  whether  tbej 
were  to  exempt  Wales  from  the  open- 
tion  of  this  Bill  ?  There  could  be  no  poi- 
sible  g^und  for  making  such  an  exemD- 
tion.  The  case  of  TV  ales  was  whollv 
different  from  that  of  Scotland  and  Ira- 
land.  The  representative  systems  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland  were  under  sept- 
rate  Acts,  and  it  had  been  the  practice 
of  Parliament  to  deal  with  them  by 
separate  legislation.  It  was  not  on- 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  attention 
of  these  countries  had  not  been  drawn 
to  the  effects  of  this  Bill ;  and  in  view  of 
what  had  been  stated  by  the  Scotch  and 
Irish  Members,  it  seemed  desirable  to 
exempt  these  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom, and  confine  the  Bill,  as  originslij 
drawn,  to  England,  including  \\'alK. 
It  would  be  quite  preposteroos,  how- 
ever, to  exempt  Wales.  It  would  onlj 
be  breaking  up  the  Bill  piecemeal.  He 
did  not  exactly  know  upon  what  ground 
they  were  asked  to  report  Progrsi*. 
Was  it  upon  the  question  whether  they 
were  to  confine  the  Bill  to  a  particular 
|>art  of  England  and  strike  out  Walai* 
If  so,  that  was  a  point  upon  which  thej 
could  make  up  their  minas  now.  Or,  if 
it  was  tipon  the  question  of  payment  of 
railway  fares,  then  it  was  open  to  any 
hon.  Member  to  move  an  Amendment; 
but  he  did  not  see  any  reason  to  vur 
;  pend  the  progress  of  the  Bill  on  that 
acv^'vunt. 
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Mb.  UUNDELLA  remarked,  that  the 
Chftncellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  it 
would  be  competent  for  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  move  Amendments ;  but  he  did 
not  say  that  he  would  accept  them. 
Payment  of  railway  fares  would  open 
the  door  to  the  widest  corruption.  At 
the  recent  election  at  Sheffield,  9,000 
Toten  were  absent,  owing  to  the  dis- 
txeae  in  different  parts  of  England. 
Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  le- 
galize the  enormous  expense  which  the 
oonyeyance  of  such  a  number  of  voters 
to  the  XK>11  would  entail  ?  It  would  mean 
thiB)  that  they  would  turn  their  boroughs 
into  seats  for  the  plutocracy  of  the 
country.  Surely  they  were  not  going 
back  at  this  time  of  day  to  such  a  state 
of  corruption  !  It  would  be  open  to  can- 
didates to  pay  poor  men  first-class  fares 
as  bribes  for  their  votes.  He  trusted 
the  House  would  not  allow  the  Bill  to 
pass  without  some  assurance  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  that  he 
would  accept  an  Amendment  which 
would  exempt  from  repeal  that  part  of 
the  clause  which  referred  to  the  pay- 
ment of  railway  fares. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FORSTER  said,  he  had 
mentioned  one  reason  why  they  should 
hare  Progress  reported — namely,  that 
the  Government  should  have  time  to 
find  out  the  exact  meaning  of  the  clause. 
Even  if  the  Government  thought  it  right 
to  pass  such  an  imivortaut  change  with 
regard  to  the  Election,  at  the  very  last 
moment,  when  hon.  Memboi*s  were 
nearly  all  away,  and  it  was  impossible 
to  have  full  discussion,  at  any  ratu,  thoy 
ought  to  be  well  aware  of  what  tiiov 
were  passing,  and  they  should  have  had 
advice  from  their  legal  Assistants  which 
could  not  be  contradicted.  Perhaps  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  ISulici- 
tor  General  would  allow  hiui  to  ask  him 
this  question — Was  it,  or  was  it  not,  the 
case  at  that  moment,  according  to  the 
law  as  it  stood,  that  tlio  convoyauco  of 
TOters  by  railway  in  boroughs  was 
iUegal? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
Habdinoe  Giffaui)^  roplit^d,  that  if  a 
person  gave  any  valuable  consi(I(>ration 
to  a  voter  with  reference  to  his  voto 
that  was  by  law  bribery.  If  it  was  to 
induce  him  to  voto,  it  was  not  only  ill«> 
nl,  but  would  invalidate  the  clintidn. 
If  a  payment  for  the  actual  convoy- 
ance  of  a  voter  was  made,  that  was  only 
illegal  undor  this  section.     Tlio  wholt^ 


question  turned  upon  what  was  done  in 
bringing  in  out-voters.  In  one  or  two 
cases  elections  had  been  invalidated 
through  bringing  in  out-voters,  but  that 
was  because  consideration  had  been 
given  to  the  electors  to  induce  them  to 
vote  for  a  particular  candidate.  But 
where  nothing  had  been  done  but  the 
mere  conveying  of  the  voter,  or  the  mere 
payment  of  the  conveyance,  that  was 
merely  made  illegal  by  the  36th  section ; 
and  the  repeal  of  that  section  was  to 
render  legal  in  all  boroughs  what  was 
already  legal  in  counties  and  in  five 
boroughs. 

Mil.  W.  E.  FORSTER  was  sorry  that 
he  should  have  to  be  so  persevering  in 
this  matter.  There  had  been  a  general 
understanding  in  the  country  that  the 
conveyance  of  out-voters  by  railway  in 
county  elections  was  illegal,  and  that  in 
boroughs  it  was  not,  and  that  the  same 
general  bribery  law  applied  to  both.  He 
asked,  if  that  impression  was  or  was  not 
erroneous  ? 

Mr.  OSBORNE  MORGAN  remarked, 
that  what  sometimes  happened  in  the 
case  of  county  voters  was  that  an  out* 
voter  would  receive  first-class  railway 
fare,  and  would  travel  third-class,  and 
pocket  the  difi'erence  himself.  Surely 
that  must  be  regarded  as  bribery  ? 

Un.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  said,  he 
had  always  understood  that  in  counties 
it  was  illegal  to  give  actual  money  to 
voters  for  the  purpose  of  paying  their 
fares  from  a  distance  to  the  poll,  but 
that  it  was  not  illegal  to  give  them  rail- 
way passes.  He  understood  now  from 
tho  lion,  and  learned  Solicitor  General, 
that  tho  repeal  of  this  clause  would  still 
leave  it  illegal  to  give  money  to  borough 
voters  to  come  to  the  poll,  but  would  not 
make  it  illegal  to  give  them  railway 
ti<:kets.  ThtTefore,  tho  repeal  of  the 
clause  would  place  borough  voters  in  tho 
same  position  as  thoso  in  counties,  and 
wouhl  add  enormously  to  the  expense  of 
borough  elections,  because  it  would 
virtually  couiptl  candidates  to  give  rail- 
way tickets  in  order  to  induce  out- voters 
to  come  to  the  jioll.  Therefore,  accord- 
ing to  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
Gtaieral,  tho  repeal  of  the  clause  would 
!  place  boroughs  e.vu('t]y  in  the  same 
])ONition  as  counties  in  regard  to  voters 
who  were  residing  in  out-districts. 
;  M  a.  \V.  K.  VOiiSlEli  said,  he  felt  com- 
;  pt'lled  to  ask  another  Uuestiim.  It  was 
ditlLcult  to  get  at  the  exact  legal  meaning 
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of  the  clause.  He  dare  say  it  was  his 
own  fault  entirely  ;  but  be  was  sorry  to 
say  be  could  not  understand  tbe  exact 
interpretation  of  tbe  law  wbicb  bad 
been  given  by  the  bon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  tbe  Solicitor  General,  es- 
pecially when  he  compared  what  the  bon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  bad  said  with 
wbat  he  had  said  before.  He  (Mr.  W. 
E.  Forster)  was  not,  however,  a  lawyer, 
and  the  Cbancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer 
was  not  a  lawyer ;  but  tbe  right  bon. 
Gentleman  was  certainly  responsible 
for  the  Bill,  and  he  wished  to  ask  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman,  before  they  went 
to  a  division,  to  inform  tbe  Committee 
whether  or  not  be  considered,  if  tbey 
passed  the  clause,  they  would  or  would 
not  render  tbe  conveyance  in  borough 
elections  bv  railway  legal  ? 

Thk  chancellor  of  theEXCHE- 
QVEK:  In  answer  to  tbe  question,  I 
understand  that  we  should. 

Sir  henry  JACKSON  said,  tbe 
bon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  on 
tbis  question  took  a  different  view  from 
that  of  tbe  bon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General.  It  was  quite  clear  that  at 
present,  the  law  was  tbis.  In  all  the 
borougbs  except  the  live  excepted  ones 
— namely,  those  agricultural  boroughs 
whioh  were  supposed  to  bo  more  like 
counties  in  tbeir  constitution  than  bo- 
rvnigbs — it  was  an  illegal  tiling  to  pay  for 
tbo  railway  fare  of  an  out-voter,  and  al- 
tlumgb  no  spec'i  tic  penalty  was  attached  by 
htatute  to  the  illegality,  ho  apprehended 
there  might  bo  ways  and  moans  found 
of  punishing  as  a  criminal  act  the  illegal 
thing  done.  At  all  events,  they  were 
in  this  position.  C)ne  or  two  or  three 
illegal  acts— or.  ptM-hups.  even   10  or  12 

might   be   overlooked ;    but    still   the 
time    would   lome   when,   if  tliose  ille- 
galities were  accumulated  one  upon  an- 
other.    tht»    Kh'ction    Judges,     rightly 
««nough.     would     ctmsider     that     they 
vNHilvi  draw  tiie  inference  that  deliberate 
s>»vniption  \\x\A  been  committed  by  tbe 
\\^',emali\'  inlVingement  of  the  law.  The 
'•v'-a    and  beamed  Attorney  General   had 
vi',d  \\\s\\  \i  this  clause  went  out  of  the 
>'..%:v,!v»  lUs»k,  it  would  in  the  future  not 
V  •.'.X'*l  tv»  pay  the    railway    fares   of 
»»»    \o;,v>       lie    wishtnl    to   ask    if  his 
\.M     i'xl  U^arned    Kriond  the    Soli(il<^r 
M  ».  ■:.i"   xiitv'ii'vl  tVoni  th:it  vitMV  ?    ;  The  J 
^.\».\-    .".;  \»l   iho    KxtiiKvn'Kii  :     Yes/  | 
fu-     'M.i\^\'U.'r  of  th«»  K.whtMjutr  said  | 

^     ..       •.•'./\  >\ ere  now  (•«)n>;idering  the  , 


Motion  to  report  Progress,  and  if  any- 
thing could  justify  that  Motion,  it  was 
that  the  Leader  of  the  House  said  one 
thing,  and  tbe  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General  said  another — or,  rather,  they 
could  not    make    out    exactly  what  it 
was,  tbe    hon.    and    learned    SoHcitor 
General  did  say.    At  all  events,  it  would 
be  only  fair  to  give  an  adjournment,  in 
order  that  tbe    draftsman  of  the  Bill 
could  bo  consulted  by  the  Government, 
so  that  tbe  matter  might  be  looked  into, 
and  that  the  law  they  intended  to  enact 
for  the  future  might  bo  made  practically 
plain.     Tbe  hon.    Member  for  Nonh 
Warwickshire    (Mr.   Newdegate),  who 
always  supported  his  Party,  but,  at  the 
same,  time  always  endeavoured  to  be 
just,  had  put  his  finger  at  once  upon 
this  discrepancy,  and  had  pointed  out 
what  might   be  understood  to  be  the 
rationale    of   the    distinction.       In  the 
boroughs,   according    to    the   Common 
Law,  residence  was  in  general  the  quali- 
fication   required.     Originally   borough 
voters    were    exclusively  freemen;  but 
the  qualification  had  been  enlarged  by 
tbo  addition  of  householders  until  it  had 
grown  to  its   present  dimensions.     In 
the  counties  the   qualification  was  en- 
tirely different,  and  residence  had  never 
been    insisted    upon.     As    far    as  the 
boroughs    were   concerned,   the   conse- 
quence was  that   the    burgesses    lived 
within  tbe  borough  and  voted  at  their 
own  homes.     It  was  quite  true  that  an 
occasional  absence  would  not  disquahfj 
them    from    voting,  if   they    chose   to 
come  up  to  tbe  poll ;  but  if  the  House 
allowed  this  clause  to  be  repealed,  tbey 
would  bo    making  a   provision   which 
would  entail  upon  borough  candidates 
an  enormous  expense  for  the  conveyance 
of  out -voters  to  the  poll,  and  would  in- 
cur   the    danger    of   introducing    still 
greater  corruption  in  the  bringing  up 
of  voters.     As  far  as    boroughs  were 
concerned,  the  law  was  clearly  defined. 
Every  man  who  paid   a  voter  did  an 
illegal  act.  and  if  he  did  an  illegal  act, 
he  broke  the  law,  and  if  he  broke  the 
law  he  did  it  bis  peril.    As  a  rule,  Eng- 
lishmen did  not  care  about  breaking  tho 
law,  and  candidates  generally  set  their 
faces    against    breaking    it.      But   the 
Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer  was  no«r 
going  to  do  what  would  be  at  once  to 
make  legal  a  thing  which,  for  13  years 
had  been  made  illegal  at  the  suggestion 
of  his  own  Party.      The  opinion  on  that 


appeared  to  be  some 

,iijn  'ju  the  Front  Beach. 

been    an    Obstructionist 

jad  he  taken  part  in  aoy 

ftiction;  but  he  thought  this 

#  Berious  matter  ;  and,  i: 

Sero  ought  to  he  an  aili( 

/all  oveaU,   in  order  that  the 

■  might  be  more  fully  ooneiilored. 

nper  time  came  he  Eliould 
eodmeut  of  which  he  had 
(Notice;  but  he  thought  it  would 
'■eb  better  if,  after  a  little  adjotim- 
itfte  Chancellor  of  the  E^che^uer 
t  find  himself  prepared  to  $aj  tliat, 
le  whDio,  fhii  lepriBlntirm  wan  ititro- 
f  awwdin  or.l.T  tv  £..t'.,v.-.r!h..r-fil,  diffl- 
m1^  that  was  aaid  to  exist  in  the 
bwoBghs,  and  waa  not  directed  to  the 
zailway  question  at  all.  The  moBt  eatie- 
<tj  oonree  would  be  for  the  Govern- 
t  to  meet  the  difficulty  themselvee 

5'  adding  a  few  words  to  the  clause. 
B  luid  not  heard  any  right  hon.  Oeutle- 
sun  or  faon.  Qentleman  justify  for  one 
BK>in«nt,  aa  a  thing  to  bo  desired,  the  pay- 
flMBt  of  these  railway  fares,  although 
thaj  had  said  something  about  assimi- 
lating the  lav  in  the  boroughs  to  that  in 
thfl  oonnties. 

Tm  SOLICITOR  GENEEAL  (Sir 
HaKDikoe  Gu'faiil>)  was  extremely  sorry 
ttist  he  had  not  been  able  to  make  him- 
■alf  understood  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man oppoBit«  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster) ;  but 
k«had  endeavoured,  to  the  best  of  hi^ 
■bilily,  tu  explain  his  view  of  the  law, 
and  he  had  thought  that  most  hon. 
Gsntiemen  understood  him.  The  rea- 
■im  he  differed  with  the  hon.  and 
laamed  Member  for  Coventry  (.Sir 
Henry  Jackson)  was  this — Tho  hon. 
Hember  stated  that  an  Election  Judge, 
if  be  came  to  the  cunclusion  that  the 
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law  had  been  persistently  disobeyed, 
and  that  votere  bad  been  conveyed  to  the 
poll,  might  hold  that,  although  that  waa 
a  corrupt  practice,  it  was  not  affected  by 
Oen-  the  statute.  Now,  that  question  had 
-a  conde-  deliberately  come  before  the  Judges,  who 
hiitteo  on  gave  a  long  judgment  on  the  subject, 
and  had  pointed  out  that  the  operation 
of  tbe  clause  was  not  of  such  a  character 
as  to  void  the  seat.  He  was  sorry  that 
it  should  be  understood  that,  in  making 
that  statement,  no  one  could  discover 
hat  his  view  of  the  law  was.  He  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  any  difference 
of  opinion  either  between  himself  and 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attor- 
ney General,  or  his  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The 
question  altogether  turned  upon  the 
use  of  the  word  "conveyance."  If 
they  paid  money  to  a  voter  to  induce 
his  him  to  vote,  and  the  man  pat  the 
money  in  his  pocket — in  such  a  case 
as  the  hon.  ana  learned  Member  for 
Denbigh  (Mr.  Osborne  Morgan)  had 
pointed  out — although  the  man  did  not 
vote  at  all,  they  had  done  that  which 
was  not  an  offence  against  this  section, 
but  an  offence  against  the  law  of  bribery 
and  corruption.  The  primary  meaning 
in  the  minds  of  the  framers  of  the  statute 
was  that  if  a  carriage  went  to  a  voter's 
door  and  brought  nim  to  the  poll,  it 
would  not  be  illegal ;  but  if  they  paid 
money  to  the  voter  himself,  for  securing 
his  conveyance  to  the  poll,  or  paid  a 
voter  for  the  hire  of  his  carriage,  that 
would  be  illegal.  The  case  of  paying 
the  railway  company,  and  giving  the 
voter  a  ticket  which  had  enabled  him  to 
go  to  the  poll,  would  probably  be  in  the 
same  category  as  conveying  the  voter  in 
a  carri^e  from  his  own  door.  It  would 
be  the  same  as  paying  the  carman  the 
fare  of  the  person  he  was  to  bring  to  the 
poll.  Hon.  Members  seemed  to  think 
that  there  was  some  great  difference  be- 
tween himself  (the  iSolicitor  General)  and 
the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General, 
because  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  had 
expressed  bis  opinion  that  there  was  no 
dillorencQ  between  a  railway  carriage  and 
any  other  carriage.  He  (the  Solicitor 
General)  never  supposed  there  was.  He 
was  sure  bis  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Attorney  Qciieral  never  would  have 
said  that  to  give  an  out-v<iter  money 
lor  the  pur[>us«  of  going  to  the  poll 
would  not  have  been  bribery,  because  it 
had  been  held  to  be  bribery,  and  lir>d 
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of  tlie  clause.  He  dare  say  it  was  his 
own  fault  entirely  ;  but  he  was  sorry  to 
say  he  could  not  understand  the  exact 
interpretation  of  the  law  which  had 
been  given  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Solicitor  General,  es- 
pecially when  he  compared  what  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  said  with 
what  he  had  said  before.  He  (Mr.  W. 
E.  Forster)  was  not,  however,  a  lawyer, 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  not  a  lawyer ;  but  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  certainly  responsible 
for  the  Bill,  and  he  wished  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  before  they  went 
to  a  division,  to  inform  the  Committee 
whether  or  not  he  considered,  if  they 
passed  the  clause,  they  would  or  would 
not  render  the  conveyance  in  borough 
elections  by  railway  legal  ? 

The  CHANCELI.OE  of  theEXCHE- 
QUEK:  In  answer  to  the  question,  I 
understand  that  we  should. 

Sir  HENRY  JACKSON  said,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  on 
this  question  took  a  different  view  from 
that  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Solicitor 
General.  It  was  quite  clear  that  at 
present,  the  law  was  this.  In  all  the 
boroughs  except  the  five  excepted  ones 
— namely,  those  agricultural  boroughs 
which  were  supposed  to  be  more  like 
counties  in  their  constitution  than  bo- 
roughs— it  was  an  illegal  thing  to  pay  for 
the  railway  fare  of  an  out- voter,  and  al- 
though no  spocitic  penalty  was  attached  by 
statute  to  the  illegality,  ho  apprehended 
there  might  be  ways  and  means  found 
of  punishing  as  a  criminal  act  the  illegal 
thing  done.  At  all  events,  they  were 
in  this  position.  One  or  two  or  three 
illegal  acts — or,  perhaps,  even  10  or  12 
— might  be  overlooked ;  but  still  the 
time  would  come  when,  if  those  ille- 
galities were  accumulated  one  upon  an- 
other, the  Election  Judges,  rightly 
enough,  would  consider  that  they 
could  draw  the  inference  that  deliberate 
corruption  had  been  committed  by  the 
systematic  infringement  of  the  law.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  had 
paid  that  if  this  clause  went  out  of  the 
Statute  Book,  it  would  in  the  future  not 
be  illegal  to  pay  the  railway  fares  of 
out-voters.  He  wished  to  ask  if  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  the  »S()li<'itor 
General  ditlorpd  from  that  view  ?    [T^^^* 

ClIAXCELLOH  of  tho  EXCHEQUER  :     Yes.] 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
**  Yes."  Tiiey  wore  now  considering  the 

J//-.   J?'.  /:\  FursUr 


Motion  to  report  Progress,  and  if  anr. 
thing  could  justify  that  Motion,  it  vaii 
that  the  Leader  of  the  Huuse  aaid  ol-? 
thing,  and  the  hon.  and  learned  SoliritMr 
General  said  another — or,  rather,  thtj 
could  not    make    out    exactly  what  it 
was,  the    hon.    and    learned    Sulicitur 
General  did  say.    At  all  events,  it  would 
be  only  fair  to  give  an  adjournment,  in 
order  that  the   draftsman  of  the  Bill 
could  be  consulted  by  the  Govemmeot. 
so  that  the  matter  might  be  looked  into, 
and  that  the  law  they  intended  to  enatt 
for  the  future  might  be  made  practicallr 
plain.     The   hon.    Member   for  North 
Warwickshire    (Mr.    Newdeffate,\  who 
always  supported  his  Party,  but,  at  the 
same,  time  always  endeavoured  to  be 
just,  had  put  his  finger  at  once  upon 
this  discrepancy,  and  had  pointed  out 
what  might   be  understood  to  be  the 
rationale    of   the    distinction.       In  the 
boroughs,   according    to    the   Common 
Law,  residence  was  in  general  the  quali- 
fication  required.     Originally   borough 
voters    were    ezdusivefy  freemen;  but 
the  qualification  had  been  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  householders  until  it  had 
grown  to  its  present  dimensions.     In 
the  counties  the   qualification  was  en- 
tirely different,  and  residence  had  nerer 
been    insisted    upon.     As    far    as  the 
boroughs    were  concerned,   the  conse- 
quence was  that  the   burgesses   lired 
within  the  borough  and  voted  at  their 
own  homes.     It  was  quite  true  that  an 
occasional  absence  would  not  disqualify 
them    from    votine,  if    they    chore  to 
come  up  to  the  pofi ;  but  if  the  Houae 
allowed  this  clause  to  be  repealed,  they 
would  be    making  a   prorision  which 
would  entail  upon  borouffh  candidates 
an  enormous  expense  for  the  oonTeyance 
of  out-voters  to  the  poll,  and  would  in- 
cur   the    danger    of   introducing  atill 
greater  corruption  in  the  bringing  np 
of  voters.    As  far  as    boroughs  were 
concerned,  the  law  was  clearly  defined. 
Every  man  who  paid   a  voter  did  an 
illegal  act,  and  if  he  did  an  illegal  act, 
he  broke  the  law,  and  if  he  broke  the 
law  he  did  it  his  peril.    As  a  rule,  Eng- 
lishmen did  not  care  about  breaking  the 
law,  and  candidates  generally  set  their 
faces    against    breaking    it.     But  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  nov 
going  to  do  what  would  be  at  once  \o 
make  legal  a  thing  which,  for  ISyeaiVi 
had  been  made  illegal  at  the  saggectioa 
of  his  own  Party.     The  opinion  on  that 
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law   had  been  persistently    disobeyed, 
and  that  voters  had  been  conveyed  to  the 
poll,  might  hold  that,  although  that  was 
a  corrupt  practice,  it  was  not  afifected  by 
the  statute.     Now,   that  question  had 
deliberately  come  before  the  Judges,  who 
gave  a  long  judgment  on  the  subject, 
and  had  pointed  out  that  the  operation 
of  the  clause  was  not  of  such  a  character 
as  to  void  the  seat.     He  was  sorry  that 
it  should  be  understood  that,  in  making 
that  statement,  no  one  could  discover 
what  his  view  of  the  law  was.     He  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  any  difference 
of  opinion  either  between  himself  and 
his  hou.  and  learned  Friend  the  Attor- 
ney General,  or  his  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.    The 
question   altogether    turned    upon   the 
use  of   the    word    "conveyance."      If 
they  paid  money  to  a  voter  to  induce 
him  to  vote,   and    the    man    put    the 
money  in   his  pocket — in  such  a  case 
as  the  hon.   and  learned  Member  for 
Denbigh   (Mr.    Osborne    Morgan)   had 
pointed  out — although  the  man  did  not 
vote  at  all,  they  had  done  that  which 
was  not  an  offence  against  this  section, 
but  an  offence  against  the  law  of  bribery 
and  corruption.     The  primary  meaning 
in  the  minds  of  the  framers  of  the  statute 
was  that  if  a  carriage  went  to  a  voter's 
door    and  brought  nim  to  the  poll,  it 
would  not  be  illegal ;   but  if  they  paid 
money  to  the  voter  himself,  for  securing 
his  conveyance  to  the  poll,  or  paid  a 
voter  for  the  hire  of  his  carriage,  that 
would  be  illegal.     The  case  of  paying 
the   railway  company,  and  giving  the 
voter  a  ticket  which  had  enabled  him  to 
go  to  the  poll,  would  probably  be  in  the 
same  category  as  conveying  the  voter  in 
a  carriage  from  his  own  door.     It  would 
be  the  name  as  paying  the  carman  the 
fure  of  the  person  he  was  to  bring  to  the 
poll.     Hon.  Members  seemed  to  think 
that  there  was  some  great  difference  be- 
tween hinisolf  (the  Solicitor  General)  and 
the  hou.  and  learned  Attorney  General, 
because  his  hou.  and  learned  Friend  had 
expressed  his  opinion  that  there  was  no 
ditlorence  between  arailwaycarriage  and 
any  other  carriage.      He  (the  Solicitor 
General)  never  supposed  there  was.    He 
was  sure  his  lion,  and  learned  Friend 
the  Attorney  General  never  would  have 
Koid  that  to  give   an   out- voter  money 
lor   the  pur])ose    of  going  to  the  poll 
would  not  have  been  briberv,  because  it 
had  been  held  to  be  briberv,  and  hud 
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of  the  House  seemed  to  be  unani- 
mous, and,  with  the  single  exception  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  North  Warwick- 
shire, no  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  outside  the  few  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  Front  Bench,  had  conde- 
scended to  address  the  Committee  on 
the  subject  at  all. 

Sib  EAEDLEY  WILMOT  begged 
the  hon.  Member's  pardon.  He  had 
spoken  upon  it. 

Sib  HENRY  JACKSON  said,  he  had 
not  the  honour  of  hearing  his  hon.  Friend. 
At  any  rate,  for  a  considerable  period  no 
Hon.  Gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  had  taken  part  in  the  discussion 
at  all,  and  there  appeared  to  be  some 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  Front  Bench. 
He  bad  never  been  an  Obstructionist 
himself,  nor  had  he  taken  part  in  any 
kind  of  obstruction ;  but  he  thought  this 
was  a  most  serious  matter ;  and,  in  his 
opinion,  there  ought  to  be  an  adjourn- 
ment, at  all  events,  in  order  that  the 
question  might  be  more  fully  considered. 
When  the  proper  time  came  he  should 
move  the  Amendment  of  which  he  had 

fiven  Notice ;  but  he  thought  it  would 
e  much  better  if,  after  a  little  adjourn- 
ment, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  find  himself  prepared  to  say  that, 
on  the  whole,  this  legislation  was  intro- 
duced in  order  to  get  over  the  cab  diffi- 
culty that  was  said  to  exist  in  the 
boroughs,  and  was  not  directed  to  the 
railway  question  at  all.  The  most  satis- 
factory course  would  be  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  meet  the  difficulty  themselves 
^  adding  a  few  words  to  the  clause. 
Me  had  not  heard  any  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man or  hon.  Gentleman  justify  for  one 
moment,  as  a  thing  to  be  desired,  the  pay- 
ment of  these  railway  fares,  although 
they  had  said  something  about  assimi- 
lating the  law  in  the  boroughs  to  that  in 
the  counties. 

The   SOLIClTOIl   GENEEAL    (fc^ir 
Habdikge  GiFFAiti))  was  extremely  sorry 
that  he  had  not  been  able  to  make  him- 
self understood  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster) ;  but 
he  had  endeavoured,  to  the  best  of  his 
ability,  to  explain  his  view  of  the  law, 
and   he  had  thought   that  most    hon. 
Gentlemen  understood   him.     The  rea- 
son   he    diti'ered    with    the    hon.    nnd 
learned     Member     for    Coventry     (Sir 
Henry    Jackson)    was    this — Tho   hon. 
Member  stated  that  an  Election  Judge, 
if  he  came  to  the  (-(inclusion  that  the 
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unreasonable  to  aek  the  Chancellor  o£ 
the  Eicliequer  to  do  this,  because  it  wae 
perfectly  evident  that  he  had  brought  in 
the  Bill  in  the  belief  that  the  clause 
would  expire  at  the  same  time  as  the 
Corrupt  Practices  Act.  As  that  was  the 
original  intention  of  the  QoTernment,  it 
was  by  no  means  unreasonable  to  ask 
them  to  adhere  to  it. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Question  put,  "That  those  worde  be 
there  added. 

The  Committee  diptded; — Ayes  28; 
Noes  47:  Majority  19. — (Dir.  List  No. 


4-) 
Sib  henry    JACKSON  eicpresaed 
every  confidence  in  the  promise  given  by 

tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer ;  but  would 
surest  that  if  they  could  introduce  a 
form  of  words  in  Oammittee,  instead  of 
leaving  the  Amendment  for  Koport,  it 
would  be  better  and  more  convenient 
every  way.  Without  wishing  to  insist 
on  the  precise  praseology,  he  proposed 
that  an  addition  should  be  made  as  fol- 
lows:—  "  So  far  as  regards  the  convey- 
ance of  voters  by  cabs  or  carriages 
within  any  borough."  This  would  con- 
fine the  operation  of  the  repeal  of  the 
clause  to  that  part  upon  whic^  the  Com- 
mittee seemed  agreed — that  was  to  say, 
it  would  repeal  only  tbat  part  of  the  Re- 
presentation of  the  People  Act  BO  far  as 
the  section  in  that  Act  prohibited  the 
conveyance  of  cabs  andcarriages  within 
the  borough.  It  would  not  repeal  the 
Act  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  prohibi- 
tion to  the  conveyance  of  voters  by  rail- 
way or  steamer,  or  the  conveyance  of 
voters  from  afar.  Lawyers  were  always 
in  favour  of  expressing  a  meaning  by  a 
Proviso;  but,  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Reading  {Mr.  Sbaw  Lofevro)  had  said, 
the  limitation  to  railway  fares  might  be 
inconvenient.     He  wished   to  raise  the 

fmint,  and  get  the  views  of  tho  hon.  and 
earned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor  General, 
and,  if  possible,  the  principle  conceded. 
Amendment  proposed. 
In  iiago  ],  lino  19,  after  (he  word  "  reptaled,' ' 
to  add  the  words  "  bo  fur  as  rtgarde  llic  eonvcy- 
BQce  of  Totcra  by  cabs  or  tarriagcB  within  Hny 
borough."— {Sir  Sfiir^/  JaHKii.) 

The    solicitor   GKNEEAL    (Sir 
H.VRDIXGE  Gii-FAKu)  said,  tbutaa  atpre- 
euut  adviacd,  lie  should  suggest  that  the 
words  "by  cabs  or  carriages"  should    oussi on. 
Mr.  W.  K  Fertffr 


'  be  steuok  out  of  the  Amandment,  and 
then  it  would  read,  "  so  £ar  as  r^ards 
the  oonveyauce  of  voters  within  any 
borough."  But  he  hesitated  to  accept  the 
Amendment  formally  without  some  fur- 
ther cousidoration.  It  would  be  better, 
he  thought,  to  bring  np  an  Amendment 
on  Report ;  but  at  present  he  could  only 
say  that,  with  the  words  to  which  he  had 
referred  struck  out,  he  saw  no  objection 
to  the  Amendment. 

Sir  HENEY  JACKSON  Wfta  ready  to 
omit  the  words  "by  cabs  or  carriages." 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  how- 
ever, would  see  the  difference  between 
his  bringine  np  an  Amendment  on  Re- 
port, and  tne  Oovemment  undertaking 
to  do  BO.  If  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman would  agree  to  have  an  Amend- 
ment drafted  confining  the  repeal  to  what 
was  done  within  the  borough,  then  he 
would  give  his  word  to  give  no  further 
trouble  in  the  matter.  He  thought  it 
would  be  more  convenient  and  business- 
like to  adopt  an  Amendment  now. 

The  CHANCELLOR  or  the  EXCHE- 
QUER had  no  objection  to  putting  od 
record  the  intention  and  meaning  of  the 
clause.  He  would  accept  the  Amend- 
ment in  the  following  form  : — "  So  faru 
regards  the  conveyance  of  voters  within 
any  borough."  But  this  was  with  tbe 
understanding  that,  if  found  neceBsaij, 
they  would  moke  an  alteration  on  He- 
Amendment  amended,  and  agreti  U; 
words  ineerted  accordingly. 

Mb.  E.  JENEJNS  moved  the  addition 
of  tbe  words,  to  the  words  just  added, 
"only  during  the  continuance  of  thii 
Act."  This  would  limit  the  operation 
of  the  clause  to  die  time  the  Act  was  in 

Amendment  proposed,  at  end  of  the 
Clause,  to  add  the  words  "but  onl; 
during  the  continuance  of  tbia  Act"— 
{Mr.  M.  JenitiM.^ 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  voidi 


be  there  added.'* 

The  SOLICITOE  GENEHAL  {Sir 
Haudikoe  Giffabd)  could  not  accept  the 
Amendment.  More  than  once  during 
tho  discussion  tbe  condition  of  thing) 
had  been  explained.  When  the  Act  ex- 
pired, the  whole  question  must  bere-cos- 
i^idered,  and  this,  among  other  sub- 
jects, must  necessarily  come  under  dii- 
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and  learned  Member  (Sir  Henry  Jack- 
son) that  no  one  on  his  side  had 
risen  to  support  the  Bill,  that  he  had 
already  addressed  the  House  at  consi- 
derable length  upon  it.  On  reading  the 
two  statutes,  he  had  no  doubt  whatever 
that  in  repealing  the  Act  of  1867  they 
would  place  the  borough  voters  exactly 
in  the  position  they  were  placed  in  by 
the  Act  of  1863  in  regard  to  convey- 
ances  to  the  poll.  Under  the  clause  now 
proposed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
It  would  be  perfectly  legal  to  pay  for  the 
oonveyance  of  voters  by  railway  tickets 
firom  anv  part  of  the  Kingdom  to  the 

SiU.  He  was,  therefore,  glad  to  hear 
e  suggestion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  that  it  would  be  better  not 
to  report  Progress,  but  to  hold  out  the 
promise  of  a  specific  section  making  it 
ulegal  to  convey  voters  to  the  poll  from 
places  outside  the  borough  at  great  dis- 
tances. He  aereed  that  to  legalize  such 
conreyance  might  open  the  door  to 
bribery. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOBSTER  said,  he  should 
like  to  have  it  thoroughly  understood 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  did 
hold  out  that  promise  to  the  House  or 
not? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  Yes,  I  do. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FORSTER  would,  in  that 
ease,  recommend  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Dundee  not  to  take  a  divi- 
sion upon  his  Motion  for  reporting  Pro- 


Mb.  E.  JENKINS  remarked,  that  the 
point  at  issue  did  not  arise  alone  upon 
the  question  of  the  payment  of  railway 
fares ;  but  there  was  another  question 
in  regard  to  the  duration  of  this  clause. 
Before  he  consented  to  withdraw  the 
Amendment,  he  wished  to  know  whether 
the  Oovemment  would  consent  to  make 
the  duration  of  the  clause  coincident  with 
the  duration  of  the  Bill  ? 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  said,  the  pro- 
posal was  not  only  to  cover  railway 
fares,  but  the  hire  of  carriages,  cabs, 
and  conveyances  of  every  kind. 

Mb.  DILLWYN  remarked,  that  tlio 
Government,  in  two  important  particu- 
lars, had  already  consented  to  alter  the 
Bill.  They  had  agreed  to  exclude  Ire- 
land and  Scotland  from  the  operation  of 
the  measure ;  and  in  rep^ard  to  other 
matters,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Sohcitor  General  seemed  to  be  un- 
able to  master  the  provisions  of  the  Bill. 


Considerable  doubts  appeared  to  prevail 
in  his  mind,  and,  under  those  circum- 
stances, he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
desirable  to  report  Progress  and  a^ 
leave  to  sit  again.  It  would  be  folly  to 
go  on  now  upon  the  assumption  of  the  re- 
quest laid  down  by  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Dundee,  that  they  were  not 
to  do  this  unconstitutional  act  for  more 
than  an  experiment.  He  certainly 
thought  they  ought  not  to  consent  to 
replace  permanently  an  important  clause 
of  the  Representation  of  the  People  Bill, 
which  had  worked  well  for  so  many 
years. 

Mr.  NEWDEGATE  hoped  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dundee  would  not 
press  the  Amendment,  because  they  had 
now  a  distinct  promise  from  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  objections  which  had  been 
urged  affainst  the  clause  should  be  com- 
pensated, and  that  another  clause  should 
be  introduced  to  meet  these  objections. 
He  failed  to  see  what  further  object 
could  be  gained  by  reporting  Progress. 

Mb.  E.  JENKINS  said,  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Warwickshire  did 
not  seem  to  understand  that  there  was  a 
second  point — namely,  that  this  clause 
in  a  temporary  Bill  would  replace  per- 
manently a  section  of  the  Act  of  1867. 
He  did  ndt  understand  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  have  made  any  state- 
ment in  regard  to  that  point,  or  that  he 
had  even  promised  to  consider  it. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER did  not  see  how  any  change 
could  be  made  in  that  respect.  What 
he  said  was  that  the  Bill  itself  was  a 
Bill  of  a  temporary  character.  It  would 
be  necessary  in  another  year,  or  before 
18H1,  to  review  the  whole  question; 
and,  therefore,  this  provision  would  be 
brought  under  consideration  then. 

Mk.  E.  JENKINS  thought  it  should 
be  clearly  understood  that,  if  this  Bill 
expired  in  1881,  the  clause  of  the  Re- 
presentation of  the  I'eople  Act  would 
still  remain  repealed. 

Un.  W.  E.  FORSTER  said,  there 
would  bo  no  difficulty  in  inserting  a 
clause  in  the  present  Bill  to  provide  that 
the  measure,  which  was  generally 
looked  upon  as  a  Bill  to  alter  the  Cor- 
rupt Practices  Act,  should  be  made  to 
expire  at  the  same  time  as  the  Corrupt 
Practices  Act.  Nothing  could  be  easier 
than  to  make  the  repeal  of  the  clause  of 
the  Representation  of  the  I'eople  Act 
expire  at  the  same  time.     It  was  not 
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unreasonable  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  do  this,  because  it  wag 
perfectly  evident  that  he  had  brought  in 
the  Bill  iiL  the  belief  that  the  clauag 
Tould  expire  at  the  eame  time  as  the 
Corrupt  Practices  Act.  As  that  veaa  the 
original  intention  of  the  Government,  it 
was  by  no  means  unreasonable  to  asb 
them  to  adhere  to  it. 

Question  put,  and  nega/ietd. 

Question  nut.  "That  those  words  be 
there  added. 

The  Committee  divided: — Area  2S; 
Noea47:  Majority  19.— (DIt.  List  No. 
44.) 

Sir  HENEY  JACKSON  expressed 
every  confidence  in  the  promise  pven  by 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer;  but  would 
suggest  that  if  they  could  introduce  a 
form  of  words  in  Committee,  instead  of 
leaving  the  Amendment  for  Beport,  it 
would  be  better  and  more  convenient 
every  way.  Without  wishing  to  insist 
on  the  precise  praseolegy,  he  proposed 
that  an  addition  should  be  made  as  fol- 
lows:—  "  So  far  as  regards  the  convey- 
ance of  voters  by  cabs  or  carriages 
within  any  borough."  This  would  con- 
fine the  operation  of  the  repeal  of  the 
clause  to  that  part  upon  whicli  the  Com- 
mittee seemed  agreed — that  was  to  say, 
it  would  repeal  only  that  part  of  the  Be- 
presentation  of  the  People  Act  so  far  at 
the  section  in  that  Act  prohibited  the 
conveyance  of  cabs  and  carriages  within 
the  borough.  It  would  not  repeal  the 
Act  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  prohibi- 
tion to  the  conveyance  of  voters  by  rail- 
way or  steamer,  or  the  conveyance  of 
voters  from  afar.  lawyers  were  always 
in  favour  of  expressing  a  meaning  by  a 
Proviso ;  hut.  as  the  hon.  Tifember  for 
Beading  (Mr.  $liaw  Lefevre)  had  said, 
the  limitation  to  railway  fares  might  be 
inconvenient,  lie  wished  to  raise  the 
point,  and  pot  the  views  of  the  hon.  and 
learuetl  G<<iiileuia»  the  Solicitor  General, 
and.  if  possible,  the  principle  conceded. 


ml  men:  proj 


be  atxuok  out  of  the  Amendment,  tml 
then  it  would  read,  "so  far  as  regard* 
the  conveyance  of  votera  within  any 
borough."  But  he  hesitated  to  act«pt  the 
Amendment  formally  without  some  fur- 
ther consideration.  It  would  he  better, 
he  thought,  to  bring  up  an  Amendm«Dt 
on  Beport ;  but  at  present  he  could  only 
say  that,  with  the  words  to  which  he  hsd 
referred  struck  out,  he  aaw  no  objection 
to  the  Amendment. 

8iK  HENBY  JACKSON  wu  ready  to 
omit  the  words  "bycabeor  carriagei." 
The  ban.  and  learned  Gentleman,  00*- 
ever,  would  see  the  difference  betveea 
his  bringing  up  an  Amendment  on  Be- 
port, and  ^e  QoTemment  undertaking 
to  do  so.  If  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman would  agree  to  have  on  Amend- 
ment drafted  confining  the  repeal  to  what 
was  done  within  the  borough,  then  be 
would  give  bis  word  to  give  no  further 
trouble  in  the  matter.  He  thought  it 
would  be  more  convenient  and  business- 
like to  adopt  an  Amendment  now. 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB  had  no  objection  to  putting  on 
record  the  intention  and  meaning  of  ilie 
clause.  He  would  accept  the  Amend- 
ment in  the  following  form: — "  So  far  u 
regards  the  conveyance  of  Totera  withiL 
any  borough."  But  thia  was  with  lbs 
understanding  that,  if  found  neceastiy, 
they  would  make  aa  alteration  on  Be> 

Amendment  amtudtd,  and  tfrtti  U: 
words  inttrttd  accordingly-. 

Mb.  E.  JENKINS  moved  the  addifitn 
of  the  words,  to  the  words  just  added, 
"only  during  the  continuance  of  tbii 
Act."  This  would  limit  the  operatiaB 
of  the  clause  to  the  time  the  Act  wu  is 
force. 

Amendment  propoaed,  at  end  of  tbi 
Clause,  to  add  the  words  "  but  oslj 
during  the  continoance  of  this  Act"— 
(J/r.  A'.  Jtniint.'i 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  those  vivdi 
be  there  added.^' 


The  SOUCTTOB  GENEBAL  {&x 
IIartixce  Gicfabo;  could  not  acceptlii 
Amendment.  More  than  once  during 
the  discussion  the  condition  of  thisgi 
had  bf-en  explained.  When  the  Act  d- 
I'iroJ.  the  whole  question  muat  beie-«»* 
»;>!.  ;^a(a»  !i:  p'.i'-  >iiieri:d.  and  this,  among  other  sub- 
id  s-a^pf»;  iha;  ;he  jeits.  icurt  necessarily  come  anda  dis- 
I'Arr^AJcM"  should   cuMion. 


SOI.ICITOK  GKNFKAI.     ?■> 
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8iB  EAEDLEY  WILMOT  believed 
that  when  this  Act  expired,  then  that 
part  of  the  old  Act  which  had  been  re- 
pealed would  revive. 

Ma.  E.  JENKINS  said,  this  did  not 
agree  with  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor 
Cteneral ;  and  having  so  high  an  autho- 
rity at  his  back,  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Coventry  (Sir  Henry  Jack- 
■on)  on  the  same  side,  he  might  well  be 
anxious  to  have  the  matter  placed  beyond 
doubt.  Would  it  be  fair  and  reasonable 
to  repeal  this  section  suddenly,  when  it 
was  adopted  after  two  nights  of  dis- 
eossion  ?  It  would  not  be  right  to  re- 
peal the  section  permanently  by  this 
angle  clause,  and  the  Amendment 
marked  the  clause  as  one  of  a  temporary 
oharacter. 

Mb.  CHADWICK  said,  if  the  expiry 
of  the  clause  in  the  temporary  Act 
allowed  the  repealed  clause  in  the  old 
Act  to  revive,  there  was  no  need  of  the 
Amendment. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  24  ; 
Noes  89 :  Majority  15.  —  (  Div.  List, 
No.  45.) 

Mr.  DODSON  put  a  question  as  to 
the  interpretation  of  the  Act.  As  he 
onderstood  the  case,  the  majority  had 
just  voted  with  the  intention  that  the 
repeal  of  the  36th  section  of  the  Bepre- 
sentation  of  the  People  Act  should  be  a 
permanent  repeal  ?  [In  that  case  he 
would  ask  the  hon.  and  learned  So- 
licitor Qeneral's  attention  to  the  3rd 
clause  of  the  Bill,  which  recited  that 
this  Act,  and  the  Acts  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule,  should  continue  in  force  until 
December  31,  1881.  Then,  when  this 
Act  repealing  the  36th  section  of  the 
Bepresentation  of  the  People  Act  ex- 
pired on  December  31,  1881,  did  not  the 
repeal  expire,  and  would  not  the  d6th 
section  be  revived  ? 

The  solicitor  GENERAL  (Sir 
HABDnfOE  Qiffabd)  said,  this  was  a 
point  which  had  often  been  before  the 
Uourts  of  Law,  and  he  should  hesitate 
to  decide  it.  It  might  be  argued  on  the 
one  side  that  the  repealed  Act  could  not 
rerive  ;  and,  on  the  other  side,  it  might 
be  said  that  inasmuch  as  the  repealing 
Act  itself  expired  by  the  efQuxion  of 
time,  the  old  Act  revived.  This  question 
had  been  repeatedly  discussed  in  Courts 
of  Law  since  Ijord  Broughnnrs  death. 


and  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  how  th  e 
decision  would  be  in  this  instance. 

Me.  W.  E.  FORSTER  said,  did  the 
Government  really  propose  to  pass  a 
Bill,  leaving  it  absolutely  uncertain, 
and  admitting  of  long  discussion  and 
equally  strong  argument  on  either 
side,  and  upon  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  did  not  ex* 
press  an  opinion  ?  The  whole  object  of 
the  Bill  was  to  repeal  this  particular 
clause  in  the  old  Act ;  there  was  nothing 
else  in  the  Bill ;  and  yet  the  Government 
had  brought  it  in  with  such  a  knowledge 
of  its  real  meaning,  that  the  Solicitor 
General  said  there  might  be  endless 
discussions  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
clause  would  re-appear  at  the  end  of 
1881. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER understood  this  was  a  mere 
academic  or  legal  question  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  clause.  But,  with  regard  to 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Bill,  he 
could  but  repeat  what  nad  been  said  five 
or  six  times,  this  was  a  temporary  Act, 
expiring  in  1881,  and  the  effect  of  that 
would  be  to  bring  the  whole  system 
under  review  before  that  time,  and  the 
question  of  the  conveyance  of  voters 
would  naturally  arise  and  be  considered 
then. 

Mr.  DODSON  said,  that  might  be 
the  intention  of  the  Government ;  but,  in 
passing  a  Bill,  the  House  should,  as  far 
as  in  them  lay,  express  the  views  and 
intention  of  Parliament  in  passing  it. 
It  was  never  the  intention  tb  pass  an 
Act  concerning  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General,  a  legal  autho- 
rity and  Adviser  of  the  Government, 
said  it  was  a  disputed  point  in  Courts 
of  Law,  and  so  supi>orted  with  equal 
argument  on  both  sides,  or,  at  least, 
by  such  good  arguments  on  both  sides, 
that  he  declined  to  give  his  own  opi- 
nion. In  view  of  his  silence,  it  was 
a  nicely  balanced  question,  and  were 
they  to  go  deliberately  out  of  their  way 
to  pass  a  Bill  of  this  character  ?  The 
Gt)vemment  were  bound,  at  least,  to  in- 
sert words  in  the  Bill  to  make  its  inten- 
tion clear. 

Sir  HENRY  JACKSON  said,  this 
legal  problom  was  one  they  were  not  un- 
familiar with  in  the  Courts,  and  ovor 
and  over  again  it  had  been  debated  in 
reference  to  the  network  of  Acts.  But 
he  desired  to  know  what  was  the  menn- 
I  ing  of  tho  f*^w  \\(inl-<  in  th<*  dauso  i'.I- 
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the  incoming  tenant  bad  no  property  in 
the  land  till  the  end  of  it ;  but  be  thought 
it  should  only  be  for  that  part  of  the 
land  occupied  by  the  crop.  The  first  of 
the  two  Amendments  he  proposed  was, 
that  they  should  insert  after  the  word 
"effeiring"  the  words  **to  the  land 
under  such  crop  for  the  period,"  &c. 
That  would  meet  the  first  objection. 
The  second  objection  would  be  met  by 
leaving  out  the  words  "  and  the  separa- 
tion of  such  crop  from  the  ground,"  and 
substituting — 

*' And  the  next  term  of  Martinmas,  the  rent 
of  such  land  being  estimated,  unless  otherwise 
expreasly  atipolated,  according  to  the  average 
rent  of  the  whole  land  from  which  the  tenant 
has  been  so  removed  or  ejected." 

LoBD  BLANTTRE  made  another  ap- 
peal for  the  delay  of  the  measure,  which 
he  thought  should  not  be  pressed  for- 
"w^ard  that  Session.  Thirty  out  of  60 
Hues  which  made  up  the  Bill  had  been 
ahered  since  Monaay.  Scotland  had 
Ts^t  «»eii  the  Bill ;  the  county  meetings 
tb€ve  would  take  place  next  month,  and 
it  wMild  be  well  to  have  their  opinions 
:ibe«v«t.  He  represented  that  if  they  did 
twav  with  the  security  which  the  crop 
a:  Tcw«it  afF*>rdod  for  the  payment  of 
?he  wait  of  a  f*«n,  and  substituted  the 
cfeK^^i^xr.  of  owe  man  for  another,  they 
vrtisV^.  cover  the  land  with  cautioners. 
"R-  a?pie.i  that  it  was  the  interest  of 
«Kp  v''on««orratixTe*  as  of  any  other 
TV?^*.  K"  T»ai4i  Ynea»urea  of  permanent 
n*'^»iv  an^  trot  laerely  of  temporary 
^yMriii??:v.  He  fu\\  considered  the 
's»*«vM««)nM»f>t  ^f  which  he  had  given  Notice 
^•.^  it«^  i»n^.  t^t  the  Li^rd  Chancellor's 
^rv*<*«*^'«*«.s  v/vrU  7?v^  meet  his  objection, 
wi^wU  ♦mv  eK*^^  >y  the  Bill,  the  tenant, 
^:*^  ...^  v^»tf  ivM>s  tft-^ht  r^^tain  the  waygoing 
*w^  ^.Uxik  yvv*;;^t^i  two-thirds  of  the 
;^^,  .1  .^."inc  TfrM^iV  a  proportion  of 
*v  ^^  *.  *■"»*  "V.^  i>.e  time  between  his 
.-.  ..*.KM*  M«»  '^hf  Tf*T^^^Xi\\  of  the  crop 
.V  ^-^^Minii  ':eiiv;vuf  the  landlord 
».«4f;>  •'Ctsr  the  remainder  of 
.  .i.  *.»,v.  'KVii.y.er  the  ejectment 
V  r*A»»  r>!#  vhole  farm,  with 
^.....»  »/  ^'.ht  lvr,Ant  for  seed, 
. ,.  :v.«..%«t»'V  *^w;  v,nnpe  crops,  or, 
..  .*.*••*%.  V  -vtiyu^;  the  waygoing 
mj*  x^f  x^ar's  rent  of 

^  I 

Nx.ti;ri«A%  K>fore  he  re-  | 
ht  \-^:*t  e  in  mind  that  ] 
ov*.«w,  he  was  six  or  | 
M*,%  i\^  allow  him 
^.  »\    m^iv   K^  this  unso- 


w  ... 


«v  ■«« 


.V  *.  • 


*•«. 


'kt  «h.>  »%• 


.  ««  M  •  *   tvtV 


.  •  *  V  b»l 


cured  debt  to  his  landlord  would  be  un- 
reasonable. 

The  LOED  CHANCELLOR  reminded 
their  Lordships  that  the  Bill  only  ap- 
plied to  future  arrangements,  and  if  it 
was  not  satisfactory  to  any  particular 
man,  it  would  be  competent  for  him  to 
make  such  arrangement  by  convention 
as  would  suit  his  particular  estate.  It 
would  be  utterly  impossible  to  introduce 
into  a  general  measure  applying  to  the 
whole  country  a  provision  that  a  tenant 
taking  away  a  crop  in  the  month  of 
August  or  September  should  be  sen- 
tenced to  pay  rent,  not  only  up  to  Martin- 
mas, but  up  to  the  following  September. 

The  Eabl  of  REDESDALE  (Chair- 
man of  Committees)  said,  the  objection 
he  had  before  taken  to  this  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding with  this  Bill  was  justified  by 
everything  which  had  occurred  since; 
and  at  that  present  moment  they  were 
asked  to  agree  to  an  important  Amend- 
ment,  which  none  of  their  Lordships 
had  in  their  hands,  which  none  of  them 
had  even  seen,  and  which  it  was  impos- 
sible for  anyone  to  say  removed  the  ob- 
jections it  was  intended  to  remove,  or 
did  not.     He  had  a  right,  at  least  to  ask 
that  these  Amendments  should  be  printed, 
and  that  the  third  reading  should  not 
be  taken  until  to-morrow.     He  objected 
strongly  to  this  mode  of  proceeding. 
They  did    not  know   what  they  were 
doing.     He  did  not  believe  that  any 
noble  Lord  in  the  House,  except  the 
noble  and  learned  Earl  on  the  Wool- 
sack and  some  of  his  Colleagues,  knew 
what  the  proposed  words  were,  or  what 
their  effect  would  be.     They  had  had  no 
time  to  consider  them ;  and  on  such  an 
important  subject  it  would  be  a  mistake 
on  the  part  of  the  House,  and  discredit- 
able to  the  Government,  to  press  on  the 
proposal  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  said,  the 
noble  Earl  forgot  altogether  that  the 
Amendment  had  been  printed.  The 
Amendment  now  before  tneir  Lordships 
was  that  of  which  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Blantyre)  gave  Notice,  and  was  placed 
in  their  Lordships'  hands  that  morning. 
It  was  because  the  Amendment  so  pro- 
posed was  not  considered  satisfactory, 
that  the  Government  now  proposed  an 
Amendment,  and  that  Amendment,  of 
course,  there  had  been  no  opportunity 
of  printing.  The  noble  Earl  was  a  dog 
in  The  manger.  He  contributed  not  in 
thr  :5lightcst  degree  to  the  discussion  oa 
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PEAKEB  pointed  out  that  the 

not  before  the  House.     The 

rocate  had  moved  that  the  Order 

arged,   and,  therefore,   it  was 

to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 

PTOERSON  said,  he  bowed  to 
ion  of  the  Ohair. 

L  agreed  to, 

discharged;  Bill  withdrawn. 

OF  WILLS,    &0.    BILL,    AND   CUS- 

Ain)  uxulkd  bsvenue  bill. 

That  the  Probates  of  Wills,   &c. 
16  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Bill, 
;ed  to  the  same  Committee. 
on  to  the  Committee,  That  they  have 
onaolidate  the  two  Bills  into  one  Bill. 

ifKDra  FUiro  Acrr  (1875). 

KATIONAL  DEBT   BELL. 

on  PBiarch  15]  reported j  and  agreed  to  : 

frea  to  be  brought  in  upon  the  said 

by  Mr.  IIaikbs,  Mr.  Chancellor  of 

IQUBR,    and    Sir    Henrt    Selwdt- 

w^^</,and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  11 5.] 

WAYS  AND   MEANS. 
QUXB  BILLS  AND   BONDS  BILL. 

ons  [March  15]  reported,fi.n^  agreed  to, 

ion  to  the  Gentlemen  appointed  to 
d  bring  in  a  Bill,  upon  the  Resolu- 
ly  reported  from  the  Committee  of 

House  upon   "  The   Sinking  Fund 
*  That  they  do  make  provision  therein 
>  the  First  Resolution. 
fredf   upon  the  Second,   Third,  and 
wolutions  [reported  this  day],  to  be 

by  Mr.  Kaikes,  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
EQUER,    and    Sir   Hexry    Selwin— 

nUedf  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  116.] 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
after  Nine  o'clock. 


USE     OF     LORDS, 
dneeday,  17 th  March,  1880. 


3.] — Private  Bills— JAirrf  Reading 

iingen*s  Naturalization  • ;  Katz  Na- 

ion  •,  and  passed. 

ILLS  —  Second  Reading  —  Blind   and 

iteChUdren»f39). 

-Report — Local  Government(  Ireland) 

nal  Orders  (Banbridge,  &c.)  *  (25). 
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HYPOTHEC  ABOLITION  (SCOTLAND) 

BILL-.(No.  34.) 

{The  Earl  of  EaddingUm,) 

BEPORT  OF  AMENDMENTS. 

Amendments  reported  (according  to 
Order). 

The  LOED  CHANCELLOE  said, 
there  was  an  Amendment  made  yester- 
day in  the  Ist  sub- section  of  the  2nd 
section,  dealing  with  the  landlord's  re- 
medy when  six  months'  rent  was  due 
and  unpaid,  and  providing  that  the 
tenants  who  were  removed  or  ejected 
should  not  forfeit  rights  to  which  they 
were  entitled.  He  proposed  to  make  two 
Amendments  upon  that  Amendment  to 
better  meet  the  case.  After  the  pro- 
vision that  where  the  tenant  was  re- 
moved or  ejected,  he  should  not  be  liable 
to  pay  rent  for  more  than  the  period 
between  the  previous  term  and  the 
date  of  removal,  the  following  was  in- 
serted : — 

'*  Provided  always,  that  where  any  away-going 
crop  to  which  a  tenant  is  entitled  is  immataro  at 
the  date  of  such  removing  or  ejection,  neiUun* 
the  tenant,  nor  anyone  deriving  right  through 
him,  shall  be  entitled  to  carry  away  such  crop 
at  maturity  until  payment  shall  have  been  made 
to  the  landlord  of  the  proportion  of  rent  effeir- 
ing  to  the  period  between  the  date  of  removing 
or  ejection  and  the  separation  of  such  crop  ^m 
the  ground.*' 

The  objections  to  that  were,  he  under- 
stood, two.  The  first  was,  that,  taking 
the  words  literally,  it  would  make  the 
tenant  pay  larger  rent  on  the  whole  of 
his  holding,  aud  not  merely  rent  on  that 
part  of  the  holding  occupied  by  the  crop. 
The  second  was,  that  the  tenant,  under 
this  clause,  taking  away  the  crop  at 
maturity  in  the  month  of  August  or 
September,  would  only  pay  a  fraction  of 
the  rent  by  August  or  September,  and 
would  not  pay  the  rent  up  to  the  end  of 
the  half-year  following.  And  this  case 
had  been  put — that  th(^  re  might  be  land 
which  was  only  valuable  for  the  whole 
year,  and,  therefore,  that  the  value  of 
that  crop  represented  the  value  of  the 
land  for  the  whole  year.  He  did  not 
think,  however,  that  it  was  possible  to 
provide  that  the  tenant  taking  away  the 
crops  at  maturity  should  be  obliged  to 
pay  rent,  not  only  up  to  the  end  of  the 
current  term,  but  up  to  the  end  of  an- 
other term.  It  would  be  quite  right  that 
if  he  took  away  the  crop  at  maturity  lie 
<ihouM  pny  np  to  tho  nnd  of  tho  torin,  if 
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h-i  would  be  prepared  to  consider  the 
Aai-iTi.izieat  t-vm-xrOT,  If  he  required 
ill  -ii*  iafirniaiijn  from  his  Scotch 
rr-'?!!-!*.  L:  was  Estpjssible  that  he  could 
j«t ::  betf'.'re  !>-moiTow.  Therefore,  he 
r^reareiL  ii->  noble  Eurl  was  inconaistent 
ii  ii*  »->w.  There  was  no  virtue  to  be 
«ji.'ttr*i  br  utking  all  the  atagea  of  that 
B^CI  T<>dav:  and  if  it  would  enable  the 
2.;>',#  Esri  to  communicate  by  telegraph 
w::^  his  friends  in  Scotland  as  to  the 
3Jr;»  of  this  Amendment,  then  thia 
■^"iesr.ijn  could  be  discussed  to-morrow 
<T*a;ng-  His  noble  and  learned  Friend 
on  :h-*  Woolsack  had  more  to  say  on  this 
Ani^ndment  than  he  (the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  Gordon)  had,  though  he  en- 
tjtvly  agreed  with  what  his  noble  and 
leiimed  Friend  had  proposed.  There 
was,  howeyer,  no  objection  to  the  Bill 
standing  over  for  third  reading  un- 
til to-morrow,  although  he  could 
w*  no  special  reason  why  it  should 
not  paos  to-daj-.  The  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site (Liird  Blantyro)  had  said  some- 
thing about  the  inadrisability  of  pro- 
ivtvlinp  with  the  Bill  that  Session.  But 
that  was  a  question  which  they  dia- 
cuMOil  tht>  other  night  when  they 
dt<i.-td<Hl  that  they  should  go  on  with 
it.  Tho  Hill  WHS  looked  for  by  a 
a  iirwtt  iHirtion  of  Scotland.  The  fact 
tha:  it  only  applied  to  the  future  and 
uv>C  to  oxiiiting  leases  made  it  of  such  a 
i-haravt<»t  that  a  landlord,  who  under- 
»^v>l^lh^»^•in•ttmatauceof  his  property  and 
U'okt\ta(tor  it  might  watch  that  the  mea- 
aur*'  should  bonetit  and  not  injnre  him. 

t.,.K^  t>KN>rAN  said,  that  through 
tNt<  n.'bU*  Karrs  (the  Earl  of  Hadding- 
i\'«'»*  Amt'iulment  not  being  printed 
wi:h  iho  I'ill,  but  sopanitoly,  it  wft3  diffl- 
oti't  to  disK'UM  an  Amendment  upon  it, 
*;ivl  lo  write  it  out,  so  as  to  see  how  the 
A'.«o«dm<'ut  of  the  noblo  Earl  would 
ix-nkl.  if  tnst'rtt^I.  lit'  thought  the  Bill 
wtjCtt:  bo  <>>U!>idt'ri>d  in  Easter  week,  as 
\t  ivv.IJ  owly  put  off  the  meeting  of  the 
ai»w  l*»tliaun'iit  till  after  Whitsuntide, 
»^■.^•h  *a«  I'arlv  this  Tear. 

|>»s  tOKlUMLYNOELLOR  said,  he 
^iVtifiht  >t  would  be  more  conTenient 
lAit.  1^1*  ViMoudtuouts  should  be  intro- 
.huvd  iK'w.  and  ho  would  take  care  that 
,w  ^  ",  »a!t  I'rinliHl  and  circulated  aa 
bu\>u<iii!  aiA  then  tlioir  Lordships 
■«>tt.ii  «v  ,'\»t-tt,v  hnw  the  Bill  stood  with 
,^    V  ...■iivi:«','"^'  <nad<»  upon  it. 


ChUdrtn  Bill. 


ii;: 


'  Order  for  considering  Stand  ing 
Orders  Nos.  XXSVII.  and  XXXVIII. 
read,  ahA  diteharged ;  Bill  to  be  read  3* 
To-morrow;  andto  be ^infoif  as  amended. 

(No.  49.) 

BLIND  AND  DEAF-ITDTE  CHILDBEX 
BILL— (No.  39.) 

{Tki  Lord  Ifurton.) 
BECOKD  SCADUrO. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing, read. 

Lord  NORTON,  in  moving  that  the 
Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time,  said,  its 
object  was  to  give  greater  facilities  for  the 
education  of  blind  and  deaf-mute  chil- 
dren. The  Bill  would  give  ezt«aded 
powers  to  Boards  of  Guudiani  to  send 
pauper  children  to  Deaf  and  Blind  Iq- 
atitutions,  and  would  also  enable  them 
to  deal  with  those  children  whose  parents 
were  unable,  wholly  or  partially,  to  bear 
the  expense  of  sending  their  children  to 
such  InstitutionB.  The  4th  clause  gare 
power  to  build  Institutions  for  such 
children,  but  gave  no  borrowing  powen. 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2-." 
~{Th»  Lord  Norton.) 

TuE  Duxa  OF  RICHMOND  isu 
GORDON  said,  thkt  Ouaidians  had  al- 
ready great  powers,  under  existing  Acta 
of  Parliament,  to  wnd  pauper  ehildm 
to  certain  asylums.  This  Bill  propoted 
a  serious  extenaion  of  their  powers,  and 
he  thought  it  ought  not  to  proceed  fur- 
ther. He  would  have  important  Amend- 
ments to  propose  to  it  in  Committee. 

Motion  agreed  io :  Bill  read  3*  Mcoid- 
ingly,  and  eommitUd  to  a  Committee  lA 
the  Whole  House  To-morrMe. 


HOUSE    OF    OOKHOME 
JFodnftdaif,  nth  Mmrtk,  1880. 


SIINM;TI':s,]— Pbit*t«  BnjA—firtMfHi- 

Kflt7.  Naturaliiation  *. 
F'lil   Rrndiiif— Second  Stading — Jtr^if— tUm- 

niiiig''n'''  Naturaliiation". 
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the  Bill.  He  bad  done  nothing  but 
simply  object.  He  expressed  no  opinion 
upon  any  stage  of  the  Bill.  The  House 
would  have  been  glad  to  hare  hoard 
him,  if  he  had  any  proposal  to  make  on 
this  clause  or  on  any  others.  But  all 
the  noble  Earl  did  was  to  object  to  their 
proceeding,  without  expressing  himself 
regarding  the  merits  of  what  they  were 
discussing. 

The  Earl  of  AIRLIE  said,  there  was 
ffreat  force  in  the  objections  urged  to 
the  clause  as  it  stood.  There  was  no 
doubt  that  the  crop  which  was  reaped  in 
the  autumn  was  used  to  pay  rent,  not 
only  up  to  Martinmas,  but  up  to  Whit- 
■unday.  But  the  Bill  only  applied  to 
fatare  contracts. 

The  Earl  of  REDESDALE  (Chair- 
UA3X  of  OoscMiTTEEs)  said,  that  with  re- 
Mrd  to  the  fault  which  the  noble  and 
karned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack  had  found 
to  making  these  objections  to  this  pro- 
ceeding without  discussing  the  Bill,  the 
objection  he  made  was  that  it  was  not  in 
accordance  with  the  due  dignity  of  the 
House  to  pass  a  measure  of  this  kind  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  proposed  to 
do  it  now.  The  objection  which  he  took 
was  one  which  he  had  made  almost 
always  towards  the  close  of  a  Session 
when  important  Bills  had  been  at- 
tempted to  be  hastily  pushed  through, 
when  there  had  been  no  time  for  con- 
sideration. He  had  not  taken  part  in 
the  discussions  on  this  Bill,  because  he 
did  not  know  the  Scotch  law  or  practice ; 
and  if  he  wished  to  do  anything  he 
should  wish  to  consult  with  some  per- 
sons in  Scotland  upon  whose  judgment 
he  could  rely.  Their  Lordships  had 
had  no  opportunity  of  that  kind,  and 
they  had  had  no  time  to  consider  the 
Amendments  now  proposed  by  the  noble 
and  learned  Earl.  There  was  no  earthly 
reason  why  the  Bill  should  not  be  re- 
printed, and  these  additional  Amend- 
ments proposed  on  the  third  reading 
to-morrow.  The  Bill  could  then  go  to 
the  other  House,  and  it  could  have  time 
to  consider  their  Lordships'  Amend- 
ments. To  proceed  in  the  way  thoy  were 
asked  to  do — to  consider  something  not 
in  print  before  them,  no  one  knowing 
exactly  what  it  was — was  not  creditable 
to  the  transaction  of  Business  in  that 
House,  and  was  highly  injurious  to 
legi^tation. 

The  Dike  or  RICHMONl)  am. 
GORDON  said,  tlio  noble  Earl  who  liad 


just  sat  down  was  in  the  habit  of  in- 
dulging in  strong  expressions.  He  had 
spoken  of  what  was  due  to  the  dignity 
of  that  House.  Ho  (the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  Gordon)  did  not  think  it  was 
due  to  the  dignity  of  that  House,  that 
one  holding  the  position  of  Chairman  of 
Committees  should  say  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  with  regard  to  this 
Bill  was  discreditable.  That  was  lan- 
guage which  he  should  not  have  ex- 
pected to  hear  from  the  noble  Earl.  It 
was  language  which  could  not  justly  be 
applied  to  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  present  occasion.  If  the 
noble  Earl's  argument  was  to  hold  good, 
no  Amendment  could  be  proposed  on  any 
Bill  unless  that  Amendment  appeared  in 
print. 

The  Earl  of  REDESDALE:  No. 

The  Duke  of  RICHMOND  and 
GORDON:  Yes;  that  was  what  it 
amounted  to.  A  noble  Lord  opposito 
(Lord  Blantyre)  had  moved  an  Amend- 
ment. That  Amendment  was  printed. 
The  noble  Earl  objected  to  the  words 
which  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  on  the 
Woolsack  proposed,  and  it  came  to  this 
— that  they  were  to  accept  this  dictum, 
that  no  Amendment  could  be  made  dur- 
ing the  passage  of  the  Bill  through 
Committee  unless  that  Amendment  had 
appeared  in  print.  Now,  that  was  per- 
fectly impossible ;  and  he  should  have 
thought  the  noble  Earl's  experience 
would  have  told  him  that  he  was  asking 
them  to  sanction  a  practice  which  would 
lead  to  lasting  inconvenience.  At  the 
end  of  his  speech  the  noble  Earl  said 
this  Amendment  should  be  printed  and 
considered  on  tho  third  reading  to-mor- 
row. That  was  inconsistent  with  what 
he  said  before. 

The  Earl  of  REDESDALE :  No. 

The  Dvke  of  RICHMOND  and 
GORDON  :  The  noble  Earl  would  allow 
him  to  make  his  remarks  without  inter- 
ruption, and  he  could  make  his  own 
afterwards.  lie  said  it  should  be  printed 
and  discussed  on  tho  third  reading  to- 
morrow. The  noble  Earl  was  wholly 
ignorant  of  the  Bill.  Ho  knew  nothing 
about  it,  from  the  first  letter  to  the  last 
in  it;  but,  inasmuch  as  they  were  legis- 
lating on  a  subject  connected  with  the 
agriculture  of  Scotland,  the  noble  Earl 
wished  to  consult  those  persons  in  Scot- 
land to  wh*)m  lie  could  apply  for  the 
information  he  required  before  legis- 
lating.    Y«'t,  in  tlie  next  breath,  he  said 
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ho  would  bo  prepared  to  consider  the 
Amendment  to-morrow.  If  he  rcimired 
all  this  information  from  hia  Scotch 
friends,  it  was  impossible  that  he  could 
get  it  before  to-morrow.  Therefore,  he 
repeated,  the  noble  Earl  was  inconsistent 
in  his  view.  There  was  no  virtue  to  bo 
secured  by  taking  all  the  stages  of  that 
Bill  to-day ;  and  if  it  would  enable  the 
noble  Earl  to  communicate  by  telegraph 
with  his  friends  in  Scotland  as  to  the 
merits  of  this  Amendment,  then  this 
question  could  be  discussed  to-morrow 
evening.  His  noble  and  learned  Friend 
ou  the  Woolsack  had  more  to  say  on  this 
Amendment  than  he  (the  Duke  of  Eioh- 
mond  and  Qordon)  had,  though  he  en- 
tirely agreed  with  what  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  had  proposed.  There 
was,  however,  no  objection  to  the  Bill 
standing  over  for  third  reading  un- 
til to-morrow,  although  he  could 
see  no  special  reason  why  it  should 
not  pass  to-day.  The  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site (Lord  Blantyre)  had  said  some- 
thing about  the  inadvisability  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  Bill  that  Session.  But 
that  was  a  question  which  they  dis- 
cussed the  other  night  when  thoy 
decided  that  they  should  go  on  with 
it.  The  Bill  was  looked  for  by  a 
a  great  portion  of  Scotland.  The  fact 
that  it  only  apjdied  to  the  future  and 
not  to  existing  leases  made  it  of  such  a 
character  that  a  landlord,  who  under- 
stood the  circumstance  of  his  propertyaad 
lookedafter  it  might  watch  that  the  mea- 
sure should  benetit  and  not  injure  him. 

Lord  DENM.\N  said,  that  through 
the  noble  Earl's  (the  Earl  of  Hadding- 
ton's) Amendment  not  being  printed 
with  the  Bill,  but  separately,  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  discuss  an  Amendment  upon  it, 
and  to  write  it  out,  so  as  to  see  how  the 
Amendment  of  the  noble  Earl  would 
read,  if  inserted.  He  thought  the  Bill 
might  be  considered  in  Easter  week,  as 
it  could  only  put  off  the  meeting  of  the 
new  Parliament  till  after  Whitsuntide, 
which  was  early  this  vear. 

The  LOED  CHANGELLOE  said,  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  convenient 
that  the  Amendments  should  be  intro- 
duced now,  and  he  would  take  care  that 
the  Bill  was  printed  and  circulated  as 
amended,  and  (hen  their  Lordships 
would  see  exactly  how  the  Bill  stood  with 
the  Amendments  made  upon  it. 

.Amendments  nijreei)  to. 

Tlie  I):!.,-  nf  nichmond  and  Cvrdm 


rAildrfn  Bil'.  KT: 

Order  for  considering  SMnliy.; 
Orders  Noa.  XXX VU.  and  XXXnil- 
read,  and  dUrhargtd ;  Bill  to  be  read  3* 
To-motri)w;a,aHoh%  printed  Aitimeoii\. 
(No.  49.) 

BLISD  AND  DEAF-MUTE  CHILDREN 
BILL— [So.  39.) 

(r*fi«'rf.Vo,'(on.) 
SECOKD  BSADIMG. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  R^-I- 

Lord  NOETON,  in  moving  that  th« 
Bill  be  nov  read  a  second  time,  eaid.  r.i 
object  was  to  ki^o  greater  facilities  for  thi- 
education  of  nlind  and  de&f-uute  chil- 
dren. The  Bill  would  give  axteadH^l 
powers  to  Boards  of  QuardiftB*  to  «eal 
pauper  childrea  to  Deaf  ftnd  BUnd  In- 
stitutions, and  would  also  enable  them 
to  deal  with  those  children  whose  pareau 
were  unable,  wholly  or  partially,  to  b«ir 
the  expense  of  sending  their  cJiildreii  ta 
such  Institutions.  The  4th  clause  gir« 
power  to  build  Institutions  for  toA 
children,  but  gave  no  borrowing  poveN. 

Mortd,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  rMd?." 
—{The  Lord  Norton.) 

Tus  DuxB  OS  BICHUOND  isi. 
QOEDON  said,  that  Ouatdians  ludsl- 
ready  great  powera,  under  existi])^  Acti 
of  Farliament,  to  send  pauper  chilibcn 
to  certain  asylums.  Thu  Bill  propcwd 
a  serious  extension  of  their  powers,  ud 
he  thought  it  ought  not  to  procead  fur- 
ther. He  would  have  important  Amsad* 
ments  to  propose  to  it  in  Committee. 

Motion  agreed  le :  Bill  read  3*  accoid- 
ingly,  and  eommitted  to  a  Committee  ef 
the  Whole  House  To-m9rrote. 

House  a4ja<inied  at  a  quMta-  brfjK 

Thne  o'dock,  till  To-Bwm*. 

Four  o'cIoA. 


HOUSE    OF    COICHONS, 
Wednttday,  lltk  Martk,  1880. 


lUSUTtlS.]— Pbiiate  R\UA—Fir»tMMiit~ 
Knt/  KstiiraliMtion  *. 

ming'Ti'*  Xatiirsluulion*. 
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Pl-hlio  Bills — Second B$ading — National  Debt* 
[115] :  Ezcheqaer  Bills  and  Bonds  •  [UG]. 

Considered  as  amended — Parliamentary  Elections 
and  Corrupt  Practices  (No.  2)  [107] ;  Cus- 
toms and  Inland  Revonae  [114J. 

l%ird  i^MMfiit^— Consolidated  Fund  (Appropria- 
tion), and  passed. 

WitMdrawn—Sligo  Borough  (Ireland)  •  [12] ; 
Epping  Forest  (No.  2)  •  [96J. 

PRIVATE   BILLS. 

Standing  Order  for  the  Suspension  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

Ordered,  That  where  the  Examiner  has  not 
reported  as  to  compliance  with  the  Standing 
Orders  in  respect  of  any  Petition  for  a  Private 
Bill  depositea  for  the  present  Session  in  the 
FriTate  Bill  Office,  such  Petition  shall  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  Standing  Orders  complied  with 
m  reepect  of  the  same  shall  be  held  applicable 
to  eocQ  suspended  Petition  in  the  ensuing  Ses- 


niat  the  said  Order  be  a  Standing  Order  of 
this  Brase,  and  be  printed.    [No.  141.]— (TA^ 
of  Ways  and  Means.) 

QUESTIONS. 


NAVY— NEW  BREECH-LOADINa  GUNS. 

Me.  GOURLEY  asked  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty,  If  it  is  his  intention 
to  aubstitute  on  board  any  of  the  vessels 
of  the  Beserve  Squadron  breech-loading 
for  muzzle-loading  guns;  also,  upon  what 
system  the  breech-loading  guns  already 
ordered  are  to  be  constructed ;  and,  if, 
in  ooniunction  with  the  Minister  for  War, 
he  wiU  be  good  enough  to  place  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  a  copy  of  the 
Report  of  the  Naval  and  Military  Offi- 
cers who  attended  the  experiments 
made  with  Krupp  guns  last  autumn  at 
Meppen  ? 

Mb.  a.  F.  EGERTON,  in  reply,  said, 
the  Question  might  have  been  more 
properly  addressed  to  the  War  Office, 
as  toat  Department  supplied  guns  to  the 
Navy.  However,  he  haii  been  informed 
that  the  War  Office  were  about  to  sup- 
ply breech-loading  guns  which  were 
made  after  a  pattern  approaching  that 
of  the  French  system,  although  not 
ezActly  similar,  and  that  they  were  now 
in  process  of  construction.  By  the  '*  He- 
■erve  Squadron  *'  he  had  no  doubt  the 
hon.  Member  meant  the  Coast  Guard 
■hips,  and  he  could  only  say  respecting 
their  armament  that  it  would  follow 
that  of  the  armour-clad  ships  in  tlie 
Navy.  The  Report  of  the  oiiicors  who 
atteuiled  the  experiments  made  with 
Krupp   guns   at    Meppen  was   not  yet 


complete,  and  it  was  impossible  to  say 
when  it  would  be  introduced. 

POOR  LAW  —  LIABILITY  TO  POOR 
RATES  —  OVERSEERS  OF  ST.  WER- 
BURGH  r.  HrTCHINSON. 

Sir  CHARLES  W.  DILKE  asked 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  Whether  he  will  give  the  deci- 
sion in  the  case  of  '*  The  Overseers  of 
St.  Werburgh  v.  Hutchinson"  further 
consideration,  with  the  view  to  an  altera- 
tion of  the  Law  thereon,  and  instruct 
the  auditors  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  not  to  press  such  cases  in  the 
meanwhile  ? 

Mr.  SCLATER-BOOTH,  in  reply, 
said,  that  he  would  readily  undertake 
to  give  the  decision  further  considera- 
tion, with  a  view  to  see  whether  some 
amendment  of  the  law  could  not  be  in- 
troduced, and  that  at  an  early  date  ;  but 
he  could  not  undertake  to  instruct  the 
auditors  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  the  manner  suggested.  They  were 
judicial  officers,  and  were  bouna  to  do 
their  duty  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  existing  law. 

CRIME   (IRELAND)— DISTURBANCE   OF 

A  TENANT  RIGHT  MEETING  AT 

PORTADOWN. 

Mr.  SULLIVAN  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  If  it  is  true  that 
yesterday  the  riotous  proceedings  at 
Portadown  were  repeated,  a  peaceable 
meeting  of  tenant  farmers  being  again 
assaulted ;  and,  whether,  in  view  of 
these  continuous  outrages,  the  Govern- 
ment will  continue  to  abstain  from 
directing  either  prosecution  or  inquiry 
with  a  view  to  bringing  the  crimincuB  to 
justice  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  :  Sir,  the  pro- 
ceedings referred  to  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  only  took  place  on  Mon- 
day, and  the  Question  only  appeared  on 
the  Paper  this  morning,  and  there  has 
not,  therefore,  been  time  to  obtain  an 
official  Report.  There  is,  however,  a 
complete  report  in  The  Freemayi^e  Journal, 
which  states  that  the  proceedings  passed 
oflf  quietly  and  without  serious  inter- 
ruption, but  that  there  was  some  throw- 
ing of  stones,  and  one  man  was  seriously 
wounded  in  the  head  by  a  stone  thrown 
by  a  person  who  was  at  once  arrested 
and   carried    off.       Any     person   made 
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anif»nal>lo  and  against  whom  there  is 
siifHoiont  evidence  will,  of  course,  be 
prosecuted. 

KELTEF  OF  DISTRESS  (IKELAXD)  — 
APPLICATIONS  FOR  LOANS— THE 
RETURNS. 

Mr.  ERRTNGTOX  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  When  the  Returns 
ordered  bv  the  House,  some  of  them  so 
long  ago  as  tlio  1 0th  February,  relative 
to  information  as  to  the  amounts  of 
money  a]>plied  for  and  granted  in  the 
various  Scheduled  Unions,  for  relief  of 
Distress  in  Ireland,  will  be  in  the  hands 
of  honourable  Members;  and,  whether  ho 
will  take  care  that  they  shouUl  at  all 
events  be  circulated  before  the  Dissolu- 
tion? 

Thb  attorney  general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibsox)  :  Sir,  I  have 
communicated  with  the  Board  of  Works 
by  telegram  asking  for  information,  but 
I  have  not  yet  received  a  reply.  When 
I  do  receive  it,  I  will  communicate  with 
the  hon.  Member,  and  I  shall  endeavour 
to  secure  that  the  Returns  will  bo  laid  on 
the  Table  as  soon  as  possible. 

INDIA— ARMY  PRIZE-"  THE  BEGUM 
KOOTE  LUCKNOW.** 

Sill  CHARLES  RUSSELL  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Why 
the  prize  money  known  as  '^  the  Begum 
Koote  Lucknow,*'  has  not  been  paid ; 
and  if  he  has  anv  objection  to  lay  the 
General  Order  relating  to  the  same  upon 
the  Table? 

Mr.  E.  STANIIOrE,  in  reply  said, 
that  the  facts  concerning  this  treasure 
were,  that  certain  soldiers  on  entering 
Lucknow  discovered  some  valuable  ar- 
ticles wliich  were  decided  to  be  not  of 
the  nature  of  prize  money,  but  of  trea- 
sure trove,  that  *2b  per  cent  of  the  value 
of  these  articles  liad  been  given  to  the 
troops,  and  that  there  was  nothing  more 
to  be  paid.  The  whole  Correspondence 
on  the  subject  was  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment in  May,  1876. 

PRISONS  ACr.— SUPERANNUATIONS. 

Sir  FREDERICK  TERKINS  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether 
it  is  true  that  Thomas  Box,  now  sixtv- 
seven  years  of  age  and  in  declining 
liealth,  who  had  been  employed  at  the 
Southampton  lU)rougli  Gaol  for  twenty- 
three  years,  and  who  had  earned  the  su- 

Th^  Attvrn''v  Gtneral 


perannuation  allowance  of  two-tliirl*  -f 
his  salary  under  the  new  Prisons  Ar  ■•: 

1877,  has  lost  this  rate  of  pen*!- n 
through  ignorance  of  the  strict  rulinjr  o: 
the  same,  and  this  in  opposition  ti  a 
verj-  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Cor- 
poration still  to  pay  him  the  full  rate  i.i 
allowance;  and,  if  these  facts  are  cor- 
rectly stated,  whether  Her  Maje^tv'* 
Government  will  be  pleased  to  con*id»-r 
the  case,  and  empower  the  Southampton 
Corporation  to  pay  out  of  their  funds  the 
full  superannuation  allowed  under  tht: 
Act? 

Sir  HENRY  SELWIX-IBBETSON; 
Sir,  under  the  36th  section  of  the  Pri- 
sons Act  the  Treasury  had  power  to 
g^ant  Box  as  much  as  two-thirds  of  his 
salary',  but  before  they  exercised  thi« 
power,  it  was  necessary  that  the  local 
authority  should  furnish  certain  infor- 
mation required  by  a  Circular  issued  br 
the  Home   Secretary  on   December  21. 

1 878.  The  Corporation  of  Southampton 
had  not  chosen,  until  three  days  ago,  to 
furnish  such  information,  and,  in  conse- 
quence. Box  was  pensioned  on  the  ^e 
of  the  Superannuation  Act,  1859.  Nov 
that  the  information  has  been  received. 
it  will  be  considered  immediately,  and 
if  found,  as  I  believe  it  will  be  foand. 
satisfactory,  Box's  pension  will  be  re- 
assessed. 

ORDERS    OF   THE   DAT. 

PARLIAMENTARY    ELECTIONS    AND 

CORRUPT  PRACTICES  (Wo.  2)  BILL 

{Mr,  At  tome jf  GtHemi,  Mr.  Soiicitor  Gfntfl.) 

[bill   107.]      OOXSIDEILATIOX. 

Order  for  Consideration,  as  amended, 
read. 

^fotion  made,  and  Question  propused, 
"That  the  Bill  be  now  taken  into  Con- 
sideration."— (i/r.  Attorney  GenerMl.) 

Dr.  CAMERON,  in  the  absence  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Swansea  (Mr.  EKLUvrn), 
begged  to  more  that  the  Bill  be  con- 
sidered that  day  month.  He  did  not 
intend  an^'thing  more  than  to  make  i 
final  protest  against  this  mostmischieTOUi 
and  unhappy  measare.  It  was  a  Bill  to 
encourage  profuse  expenditure  and  cor 
rupt  practices  at  elections.  In  Ha 
course  of  the  debate  on  this  qnestioBi 
it  was  stated  by  the  hon.  and  leaned 
Attorney  General  that  there  was  no 
moral  law   which  forbade  one  to  pftf 
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for  the  ooDTeyance  of  a  voter  to  the 
poll.    There  was  no  moral  law  which 
forbade  him  to  give  a    voter  a   glass 
of  beer;  but  yet  that  House  had  pre- 
scribed a  punishment  for  undue  treat- 
ing'.    It  had  done  the  same  thing  to 
prevent  corruption  by  the  wholesale  em- 
ployment of  vehicles  to  convey  voters  to 
the  poll.     There  was  no   argument  in 
favour  of  the  Bill  which  could  not  be 
equally  well  adduced  to  do  away  with 
the  prohibition  to  bribe  voters  with  beer. 
The  offence  was  as  purely  artificial  in 
the  one  case  as  in  the  other.     There  was 
no  more  argument  for  robbing  a  poor 
man  of  his  beer  than  for  preventing  the 
bribeiy  of  those  who  owned  cabs.  There 
was  no  necessity  whatever  for  that  Bill. 
It  had  been  said  that  if  the  hours  of 
polling  were  extended  it  would  do  away 
with  ful  necessity  for  hiring  cabs,  and  so 
it  should.     Yet  in  South wark,  whore  the 
hours  of   polling  had  been   extended, 
more  cabs  were  used  than  was  ever  the 
case  in  any  metropolitan  borough  before. 
It  was  said  this  law   was  considerably 
broken,  and,  therefore,  it  should  be  re- 
pealed.    But  the  same  thing  might  be 
said  with  regard  to  treating  voters  with 
beer.     Nothing  was  more  notorious  than 
that  publican  supporters  of  particular 
candidates  gave  beer  to  customers  on  the 
express  understanding  that  they  would 
vote  for  these  candidates.     Though  the 
Oovemment  had  been  six  years  in  power, 
and  had  come  intoOfHce  after  an  Election 
when  they  had  examples  of  all  that  could 
be  said  in  favour  of  repealing  tho  present 
law,  they  had  done   nothing  till  now. 
Even  when  they  introduced  a  Bill  dealing 
with   the  subject   of  corrupt  practices, 
that  Bill  did  not,  he  understood,  contain 
one  word  of  this  last  proposal,  which,  at 
the  last  moment,  was  sprung  upon  tho 
House.     There  appeared  to  have  dawn(ul 
upon  the  Qovernment  that  it  would  be 
an  advantage    to    their  monit^l   candi- 
dates if  such  a  clause  as  thi»  were  pat^sed. 
No  possible  explanation  of  tho  change 
of  policy   occurred  to   him   other   than 
that  the  Carlton  Club,  or  some  other  great 
money-bag  of  the  Conservative  Party, 
miffht  havehad  some  qnalmsof  conscience 
in  aoing  what  was  not  legal;  and  to  enable 
them  to  enter  upon  a  jirufnse  expendi- 
ture of  money,  and  so  obtain  an  advan- 
tage iu  the  coming  Kleetion,  this  elan  so 
had  been  devised.  This  was  nnduubtedlv 
anew  form  of  corruption,  intended  to  buy 
up  the  votes  of  an  important  class  of 


voters.  He  thought  it  desirable  that 
the  country  should  know  that  the 
last  act  of  the  Government  in  the  last 
days  of  Parliament,  when  there  was  no 
one  present  to  oppose  them,  was  to  pass 
a  Bill  for  tho  encouragement  of  profuse 
ex2)ense  at  elections,  and  giving  a  legal 
recognition  to  a  practice  hitherto  con- 
demned. 

Mr.  RAMSAY,  in  seconding  the 
Amendment,  said,  he  thought  there 
ought  to  have  been  some  notice  taken  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  Report  of 
1875.  The  Committee  recommended 
that  there  should  not  only  be  a  change 
of  the  law,  but  that  that  change  should 
be  exactly  in  the  opposite  direction  from 
the  one  now  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment. This  proposal  would  increase  the 
expense  incurred  in  every  borough  elec- 
tion in  England.  It  was  the  duty  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  regard 
the  decision  of  the  Committee  which 
they  themselves  appointed,  and  which 
recommended  that  the  employment  of 
conveyances  should  be  made  a  corrupt 
practice  under  the  Act.  Hardly  any- 
thing more  absurd  or  unjustifiable  than 
this  i)roposal  was  ever  submitted  to  the 
House. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out 
the  word  "  now,'*  and  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  **  upon  this 
day  month." — {Dr.  Cameron.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  STANTON  supported  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow 
(Dr.  Cameron),  as  he  thought  it  would 
be  better  to  leave  the  question  open ; 
but  if  the  Bill  should  be  passed,  he  hoped 
that  Stroud,  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent,  would  be  placed  in  the 
number  of  excepted  boroughs,  and 
treated  as  a  county  with  reference  to  the 
conveyance  of  out-vot(»rs. 

TiiK  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER .^aid,  that  this  was  tho  same 
question  which  was  discussed  j'esterday  ; 
uud,  llicrelbre,  it  would  not  bo  necessary 
to  do  more  than  to  state  the  grounds  for 
the  Bill  being  introduced.  Hon.  Gon- 
tleuK-n  belonj^in^  to  both  political  Parties 
C'Jiiipbiined  i*i'  tho  present  btate  of  the 
law  and  practice  in  regard  to  tho  convey- 
anct»  (ft'  v«»tcis,  and  f>aid  that  they  were 
auouiahius,  and  led  to  much  inconveni- 
(.ncH — that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  bringing 
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▼oters  up  to  the  poll  was  so  general  that 
.  it  was  impossible  to  treat  it  as  a  corrupt 
practice,  without  causing  considerable 
inconvenience ;  that  it  was  left  to  private 
arrangement  and  outside  the  law,  and 
could  not  betaken  notice  of;  and,  there- 
fore, the  practice  really  led  to  greater 
expenditure  than  if  there  was  proper 
supervision.  That  was  what  the  Govern- 
ment endeavoured  to  do.  Everybody 
was  aware  that  in  the  metropolis  and 
some  large  towns  the  whole  of  the  con- 
veyances were  taken  up  by  private 
arrangement,  and  those  expenses  could 
not  be  brought  under  the  review  of  the 
Election  Officers,  and  there  were,  there- 
fore, no  means  of  checking  the  expenses 
of  an  extravagant  and  corrupt  election. 
The  Government  now  proposed  to  limit 
the  action  of  the  Bill  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Coventry  (Sir  Henr)*  Jackson) — that 
was  to  say,  to  the  conveyance  of  voters 
within  boroughs.  It  was  not  within  the 
purview  of  the  Bill  that  persons  should 
be  brought  from  great  distances  to  poll 
in  boroughs  by  the  payment  of  money 
for  their  expenses.  He  did  not  thick  it 
would  be  possible  to  meet  the  case  of 
Stroud  in  the  way  suggested ;  but  there 
could  be  no  very  great  difficulty  in  con- 
veying voters  residing  outside  that 
borough  from  the  boundaries  to  the  poll- 
ing places.  He  hoped  that  the  House, 
having  discussed  the  matter  fully,  would 
now  agree  to  the  Bill  passing  this  stag^. 
Mr.  FAWCETT  said,  that  few  things 
had  occurred  in  this  Parliament  to  cause 
greater  regret  to  both  sides  of  the  House 
than  the  course  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  reference  to  this  Bill.  Of 
course,  the  Government  was  master  of 
the  situation,  and  they  were  completely 
at  its  mercy.  Tliey  were  alike  interested 
in  maintaining  the  traditions  of  fair  play 
in  the  House  ;  but  not  oven  the  staunch- 
est  supporter  of  the  Government  could 
say  that  the  House  had  been  fairly 
treated  in  regard  to  this  question.  The 
Government,  according  to  their  own 
statements,  must  have  known  that  an 
Election  was  imminent.  It  could  not  be 
supposed  they  were  so  careless  as  to  sud- 
denly resolve  upon  this  change  of  the  law. 
It  could  not  be  said  they  had  wanted 
opportunities  of  bringing  forward  the 
Bill  earlier.  Tlioy  might  have  devoted  to 
it,  for  instance,  the  night  they  occujaed  in 
passing  a  Vote  of  Censure  upon  the  h(»n. 
Member  for  Derby  (Mr.  Plimsoll^.     He 

The  Chtnir^Uo}'  of  fh$  Excff'qiifr 


wished  to  place  upon  record  his  emphati: 
protest  against  the  course  propel  It 
the  Government,  and  to  express  it  siiil 
more  strongly  against  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  being  carried  out.  The 
Government  would  be  certain  to  receire 
the  reward  which  unfairness  alwars  n^c-t 

to 

with  in  this  country.  Many  candidatei 
had  hitherto  resisted  the  expense  of  con- 
veying voters  to  the  poll;  but,  under 
this  Bill,  all  would  have  to  engage  con- 
veyances, and  the  expenses  of  each  can- 
didate would  be  20  or  30  per  cent  mort- 
than  formerly.  The^-  ought  all  to  unite 
in  a  vigorous  effort  to  prevent  any  in- 
crease of  expenses.  Any  change  in  the 
law  should  be  in  the  opposite  direction. 
It  was  said,  he  knew  not  with  what 
truth,  that  the  Government  were  expect- 
ing to  get  some  advantage  from  the  Bill 
at  the  coming  Elections,  and  that  ar- 
rangements had  already  been  made  in 
several  places  to  give  effect  to  the  nev 
law,  and  that  all  the  cabs  had  alreadT 
been  secured.  He  would  even,  at  thii 
eleventh  hour,  make  one  more  appeal  to 
the  Government,  in  the  interests  of  fair 
Parliamentary  discussion,  to  give  up  thi« 
proposal,  which  had  come  aa  a  surprise 
upon  the  House  and  the  countzr.  and 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  mischieroiuin 
its  results.  

Sib  GEOBGE  BOWTER  said,  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution  was  that  each 
elector  should  vote,  and  he  contended 
that  means  should  be  afforded  to  all  to 
exercise  the  franchise.  It  was  a  great 
evil  that  at  many  elections  suck  a  small 
proportion  of  electors  polled. 

Mr.  PLIMSOLL  said,  it  might  be  in- 
ferred, from  what  had  occurred,  that  one 
of  the  dearest  objects  of  the  Conserra- 
tives  was  to  poll  the  full  sense  of  the 
constituencies;  but  why,  if  that  were 
so,  had  they  opposed  the  extension  of 
the  hours  of  polling  in  the  country  when 
it  was  enacted  for  London  ? 

Mb.  W.  £.  FOBSTER  wished  to  caU 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  1875  came  to  an  unanimou.« 
resolution  strongly  opposed  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Wexford  (Sir 
George  Bowyer).  The  hon.  and  learned 
Attorney  General  was  a  Member  of 
that  Committee,  and  he  regretted  that 
he  was  not  present.  He  was  glad 
that  the  Amendment  had  been  moTed. 
and,  though  there  might  be  no  hope 
of  its  being  carried,  it  was  well  that 
they  should  protest  once  more  againit 
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the  course  taken  by  the  Goyemment — 
the  bringinff  forward  of  the  Bill  after 
many  hon.  Members  had  left  London. 
If  tne  Members  of  the  Goyemment 
had  not  been  in  the  House,  the  Bill 
could  not  haye  passed.  It  was  distinctly 
against  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
1876,  and  was  a  step  backward  in  regard 
to  political  purity.  The  Bill  would 
OTerweight  poor  candidates.  It  was 
quite  true  that  the  law  had  iu  some 
caaea  been  yiolated ;  but  it  was  by  no 
means  so  general  a  practice  as  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  alleged, 
for,  as  he  had  mentioned  last  eyening, 
in  hia  own  borough,  where  there  was  a 
Tery  sharp  contest,  neither  side  had  re- 
torted to  it.  There  could  not  be  two 
opinions  that  it  was  a  bad  thing  for  the 
constituencies  that  cabs  should  be  em- 
ployed at  all.  There  could  bo  no  excuse 
for  it  but  absolute  poverty,  and  he  did 
not  belieye  that  the  great  body  of  the 
Toters  were  so  indifferent  as  to  require 
to  be  conyeyed  to  the  poll  as  a  condition 
of  yoting.  It  would  be  disgraceful  if 
the  last  expiring  act  of  this  Parliament 
was  to  pass  a  measure  of  which  the  only 
effect  would  be  to  increase  the  cost  of 
borough  elections.  The  Government  had 
admitted  that  it  would  be  bad  for  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  which  had  both  alike 
protested  against  it ;  but  what  was  bad 
for  Ireland  and  Scotland  was,  it  seemed, 
mod  enough  for  England.  The  hon. 
Baronet  who  had  just  sat  down  had 
stated  that  the  Bill  would  only  be  tem- 
porary ;  but  he  could  not  have  heard  the 
opinion  of  the  Solicitor  General,  who 
declined  to  give  a  positive  opinion  on  the 
point.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
said  that  there  was  a  possible  doubt  as  to 
the  effect  of  this  clause,  whether  it  would 
be  temporary  or  be  permanent.  However 
this  might  be,  it  was  clear  the  Govern- 
ment, with  its  eyes  open,  had  proponed  a 
clause  which  their  own  Law  Officers 
could  not  interpret,  although  it  was  the 
great  object  of  the  Bill.  Ho  rather 
gathered  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  in  favour  of  the  view  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Buronot  (Sir  Gcor^ifo 
Bowyer);  but  it  could  not  bo  denied 
that  the  Government  had,  on  the  ovo  of 
a  General  Election,  proposed  an  im- 
portant change  in  the  law  with  respect 
to  elections  without  being  certain  wlie- 
ther  it  would  be  permanent  or  not. 


The  CHANCELLOR  oftheKXCTIE-  i 
QUER  said,  that  the  intention  of  the 


Goyemment,  as  he  had  already  stated, 
was  that  the  Bill  would  be  temporary,  so 
that  the  next  Parliament  would  be  able 
to  deal  with  the  whole  question. 

Mr.  W.  E.  FORSTEE  said,  then  all 
he  could  say  was  that  the  Government 
was  badly  served  by  its  Law  Officers.  It 
came  to  this — that  a  measure  which  was 
so  bad  that  it  could  not  be  forced  upon 
Scotland  or  Ireland  for  the  purposes  of 
the  impending  Election,  could  be  passed 
for  England,  and  if  the  Government  per- 
sisted in  forcing  through  this  measure 
for  election  purposes,  they  must  not  be 
surprised  if  its  object  was  thoroughly 
exposed. 

Mr.  GREGOEY  said,  he  should  not 
have  been  sony  if  the  Bill  had  not  been 
pressed,  but,  as  it  was  before  them,  he 
should  support  it :  the  law  as  it  at  pre- 
sent stood  was  a  mere  hrutum  fulmen.  It 
was  not  desirable  such  a  state  of  things 
should  continue  to  exist,  and,  conse- 
quently, this  Bill  proposed  to  get  rid  of 
the  anomaly.  It  was  but  a  temporary 
measure,  and  should  it  network  well  the 
next  Parliament  would  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  considering  it. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEITIE  said,  this 
Bill  only  affected  English  borough  Mem- 
bers, and  therefore  the  Government 
should  give  way  to  the  expression  of 
opinion  of  those  Members.  Admitting 
that  the  present  law  had  been  evaded, 
what  harm  would  there  be  in  permitting 
it  to  remain  in  force  for  one  more  Elec- 
tion, and  then  raising  the  entire  ques- 
tion in  the  next  Parliament  ?  He  de- 
clared that  the  employment  of  cabs  at 
borough  elections  by  the  candidates  was 
certainly  not  universal,  and  ho  instanced 
the  case  of  his  own  borough — Reading — 
whore,  though  cabs  had  been  employed, 
they  had  not  been  paid  for  by  the  candi- 
dates, but  by  other  parties  interested  in 
the  election.  The  measure  now  forced 
on  the  House  was  supported  mainly  by 
n  party  composed  of  county  Members. 
On  analysing  the  first  division  of  the 
previous  day,  ho  found  that  out  of  the 
85  ^lembers  in  favour  of  it  52  wore 
countv  Members,  and  onlv  eit^ht  of  them 
were  borough  Members  independent  of 
the  Government,  who  were  seeking  re- 
ele(tiou.  In  the  second  division,  out  of 
the  .'JT  Members  wlio  su]>ported  the  Go- 
vorninent  only  tliree  were  borough  Mem- 
bers, all  the  rest  being  English  county 
Members  or  Irish  and  Siotch  Keprtj- 
sentntives.     He   again  appealed  to  the 
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keep  the  old,  and,  therefore,  the  most 
experienced,  voters  from  the  poll,  as  ape 
not  only  brought  with  it  experience,  but 
also  information.  He  denied  that  the 
Government  was  taking  the  Liberal 
Party  by  surprise,  as  he  had  distinctly 
heard  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  evening  he  announced  the  a2)proach- 
ing  Dissolution,  state  that  this  was  one 
of  the  Bills  which  he  would  ask  Parlia- 
ment to  pass  before  the  Dissolution.  It 
appeared  that  those  expenses  were  neither 
legal  nor  illegal,  but  stood  in  a  kind  of 
electioneering  twilight  ;  and  from  his 
former  experience  as  a  borough  Member, 
he  would  advise  the  House,  in  the  in- 
terest of  borough  candidates,  to  adopt 
the  proposal  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, for  although  they  could  not  now 
be  called  upon  to  pay  these  charges  at  pre- 
sent where  the  law  was  evaded,  the  charge 
was  only  a  deferred  one,  and  sure  to 
come  upon  them  as  soon  as  the  possi- 
bility of  an  Election  Petition  got  out  of 

!  question.  If  the  clause  did  not  work 
well,  there  would  bo  an  opportunity  of 
re-considering  it.  In  conclusion,  he  re- 
gretted that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 

:  quer  had  made  the  concessions  he  had 

.  done  to  the  Scotch  and  Irish  Members. 

I  Mr.  W.  holms  said,  that  last  night 
he  appealed  successfully  to  the  Chnn- 
ctUor  of  the  Exchequer  to  exclude  Scot- 
land from  the  Bill,  and  he  thanked  the 

i  light  hon.  Gentleman  for  doing  so.  lie 
now  ventured,  in  common  with  other 
:;on.  Members,  to  appeal  to  the  Govem- 
luent  not  to  press  this  Bill.  Appeals 
:;ad  been  made  by  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
l  er  for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  Forster\ 
:he  hon.  Member  for  Swansea  ^Mr. 
r»:llwvn),  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Koading  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefovre),  and  it  was 
-.  viJent.  from  the  statements  whidi  thoy 
::a  .1  made,  that  a  considerable  number  of 
V:r/*u.;hs  wished  to  bo  free  from  the 
.  riupt  practice  of  hiring  cabs  and  car- 
riage? at  elections.  He  thought  that 
:::v  House  should  have  further  time  to 
,..:'.>idi r  this  question,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain how  far  the  law  had  been  evadt-d. 
L":-.t>  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chan- 
.  '"..^r  of  the  Exchequer  and  the  hon. 
.-.v.  I  loarnod  Attorney  General  liad  laid 
•..w:;  a  very  dangerous  rule,  that 
■v..:'::  tb.o  law  had  been  evaded,  iho 
•-;..:iv>'  should  not  bo  brought  in  iV' 
■  r  \.\v.'  e  with  the  law,  but  that  a  iifW 
■.,'.v  >!;niui  bo  made  in  order  to  suit  the 
That  would  give   imcouracre- 


';xe 
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ment  to  the  evasion  of  the  law.  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  had 
pointed  out  that  they  were  not  on  that 
side  of  the  House  unanimous.  He  (Mr. 
W.  Holms)  found,  on  looking  at  the 
Division  List,  that  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  was  entirely  wrong  in 
what  he  said  with  reference  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke),  and,  perhaps,  he  would  be  sur- 
prised to  find  that  on  the  10th  of  March 
the  hon.  Baronet  was  to  be  found  in  a 
Division  List  voting  in  favour  of  making 
the  present  law  more  effective.  The 
hon.  Baronet  had  not  supported  the 
Government  proposals,  but  had  stoutly 
opposed  them.  In  his  (Mr.  W.  Holms*) 
opinion,  they  could  not  come  to  any  other 
conclusion  than  that  the  Government  had 
brought  forward  this  Bill  at  an  un- 
timely period  of  the  Session,  and  for  one 
purpose,  that  of  electioneering;  and, 
moreover,  that  in  doing  so,  they  were 
guying  encouragement  to  bribery. 

SerGEOEGE  CAMPBELLhoped  that 
no  more  time  would  be  spent  in  dis- 
cussing the  Bill.  Scotch  Members  were 
Tory  anxious  to  go  down  to  their  con- 
atituente,  and  they  wanted  to  go  with 
the  consciousness  that  the  elections 
would  be  conducted  on  pure  principles, 
and  that  they  would  not  have  to  put 
their  hands  into  their  pockets  for  more 
money,  in  consequence  of  the  new  items 
of  cabs.  He  had  heard  of  a  case  where 
the  candidates  on  each  side  were  saddled 
with  £2,500  for  cabs  alone,  and  he 
thought  it  monstrous  that  candidates 
should  be  called  upon  to  2)ay  such  large 
additional  sums.  The  hon.  Member  for 
East  Gloucestershire  {^Ir.  J.  K.  Yorke) 
had  talked  of  this  as  a  semi-legal  pay- 
ment ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  an 
illegal  payment.  [Mr.  J.  E.  Yorke: 
What  I  meant  was  that  there  was 
no  penalty  attached.]  That  was  what 
thcnr  wished  to  do — impose  a  penalty, 
and  not  methodize  and  systematize 
corruption,  as  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  wished  to  do.  If  they  methodized 
and  systematized  in  tliis  particular, 
he  saw  no  reason  why  that  should 
not  be  done  in  every  case  of  corruption. 
He  had  always  found  that  there  had 
been  a  sufRcient  number  of  private 
carriages  for  the  really  lame  and  sick 
in  every  well  constituted  constituency, 
which  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  candidates.  He  ridiculed  the  idea 
that  the  new  clause  in  the  Bill  was  in- 
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sorted  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  can- 
didates to  bring  sick  and  infirm  voters 
to  the  poll.  It  was  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  indifferent  voters  to  the  poll. 
He  thought  it  was  quite  unnecessary 
and  undesirable  to  brin^  them  at  all,  as 
their  vote  would  not  be  actuated  by 
proper  motives,  but  would  carry  with  it 
that  influence  which  they  all  could  easily 
imagine.  He  hoped  the  Government 
would  see  their  way  to  act  wisely  by 
withdrawing  the  Bill. 

Sir  HENEY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
protested  against  the  doctrine  that  the 
Gt>vemment  had  taken  the  House  by 
surprise.  It  would  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  House  that,  on  the  appeal  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Memoer  for 
Chelsea,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  stated  that  the  Bill  before  the 
House  was  one  of  the  measures  that 
would  be  considered  before  the  Dissolu- 
tion, and  he  had  added  that  the  specific 
object  of  the  measure  was  to  settle  the 
question  of  the  conveyance  of  voters  to 
the  poll.  With  regard  to  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Chelsea,  what- 
ever his  latest  vote  might  have  been,  he 
was  confident  that  last  year  he  had 
favoured  an  alteration  of  the  existing 
law  in  either  direction.  They  all  knew 
that  cabs  were  used  in  boroughs,  which 
involved  a  larger  expenditure  than  if 
the  payment  were  legal,  because  that 
which  was  done  clandestinelv  was  al- 
ways more  expensive  than  that  which 
could  be  done  openly.  As  to  the  argu- 
ment that,  as  Scotland  and  Ireland  had 
been  excluded,  England  should  not  be 
retained,  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
that  the  original  Bill  of  the  Goveniment 
did  not  apply  to  Scotland  and  Ireland  at 
all.  Whether  the  clause  was  to  be  per- 
manent or  not,  the  whole  question  must 
come  under  review  on  a  future  occasion. 
He  considered  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  fully  justified  in 
bringing  in  the  Bill.  It  was  merely  for 
Party  motives  that  an  attempt  was  now 
beine  made  to  accuse  the  Government  of 
a  vi(>lation  of  an  implied  understanding 
which  had  never  existed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
remarked,  that  the  subject  had  never 
troubled  him  in  the  constituency  which 
lie  represented.  Upon  reference  to  the 
Division  List,  he  found  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke)  voted  for  making  the  law  more 
stringent,   not  for  relaxing  it.     In  his 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  to  proceed  no  fur- 
ther with  the  Bill  on  this  occasion. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  said,  it  had 
been  stated  that  the  Bill  had  only  been 
supported  from  his  side  of  the  House  ; 
but  he  should  point  out  that  the  strongest 
possible  suggestions  had  been  made  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles • 
W.  Dilke),  urging  the  Government  to 
deal  with  this  topic.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Stroud  (Mr.  Stanton),  again, 
had  asked  to  have  his  borough  placed  in 
the  same  position  as  the  counties,  which 
was  going  beyond  what  the  Government 
proposed.  Those  were  matters  which 
ought  not  to  bo  lost  sight  of.  At  pre- 
sent, the  enactment  was  openly  disre- 
garded, and  when  the  money  for  cabs 
was  paid  by  some  friend  of  the  candidate 
there  was  no  mode  of  formulating  and 
putting  those  expenses  before  the  public. 
Under  the  present  Bill,  the  effect  would 
be  that  all  these  expenses  must  be  re- 
turned as  part  of  the  cost  of  the  contest, 
and  if  there  was  a  Petition,  the  Judge 
could  consider  what  were  their  nature, 
character,  and  extent.  He  considered 
that  the  Bill  would  methodizo,  sys- 
tematize, and  cause  to  be  regidated,  a 
system  which  was  now  carried  on  in  a 
manner  that  was  furtive,  clandestine, 
and  not  at  all  satisfactory.  Scotland  and 
Ireland  had  been  excluded  on  entirely 
different  grounds  from  the  case  of  Eng- 
land, and  there  could  be  little  objection 
to  the  proposal,  for  the  whole  Act  must 
come  under  review  in  the  new  Parlia- 
ment, when  the  House  would  have  had 
the  experience  of  how  it  worked  in  the 
intervening  Election. 

Mb.  DILLW  YN  appealed  to  the  Go- 
vernment, whether  the  pressing  forward 
of  this  Bill  was  not  a  violation  of  the 
implied  understanding  into  which  they 
entered  with  the  Liberal  Party,  that  if 
no  obstruction  to  Government  measures 
were  given  no  new  legislation  should  be 
introduced  ?  In  Swansea  he  obeyed  the 
law,  and  did  not  employ  a  single  cab, 
and  he  could  say  that  ho  had  not  lost  a 
single  vote  by  doing  so.  Were  this 
clause  of  the  Representation  of  the 
People  Act  repealed,  the  victory  would 
be  with  those  who  had  the  longest  purse, 
and  those  woro  the  Conser^-ativos ;  so 
that  ho  was  justified  in  denonncing  it  as 
a  Party  move. 

Mb.  J.  R.  YORKE  considered  that 
the  law,  as  it  stood,  wns  calcnlatod  to 


keep  the  old,  and,  therefore,  the  znos: 
experienced,  voters  from  the  poll,  as  ag« 
not  only  brought  with  it  experience,  bu: 
also  information.     He  denied  that  the 
Government    was    taking    the    Liberal 
Party  by  surprise,  as  he  had  distinctly 
heard  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  evening  he  announced  the  approach- 
ing Dissolution,  state  that  this  waa  one 
of  the  Bills  which  he  would  ask  Parlia- 
ment to  pass  before  the  Dissolution.    It 
appeareathat  those  expenses  were  neither 
legal  nor  illeg^,  but  stood  in  a  kind  of 
electioneering  twilight  ;    and   from  his 
former  experience  as  a  borough  Member, 
he  would  advise  the  House,  in  the  in- 
terest of  borough  candidates,  to  adopt 
the  proposal  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, for  although  they  could  not  now 
be  called  upon  to  pay  these  charges  at  pre- 
sent where  the  law  was  evaded,  the  charge 
was  only  a  deferred  one,   and  sure  to 
come  upon  them  as  soon  as  the  poaai- 
bility  of  an  Election  Petition  got  out  of 
question.     If  the  clause  did  not  work 
well,  there  would  be  an  opportunity  of 
re-considering  it.     In  conclusion,  he  re- 
gretted that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  made  the  concessions  he  had 
done  to  the  Scotch  and  Irish  Members. 
Ma.  W.  HOLMS  said,  that  last  night 
he  appealed  successfully  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  exclude  Soot- 
land  from  the  Bill,  and  he  thanked  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  for  doing  so.   He 
now  ventured,   in  common  with  other 
hon.  Members,  to  appeal  to  the  Goven- 
ment  not  to  press  this  Bill.    Appeals 
had  been  made  by  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bradford  (Mr.  W.  E.  FoTster\ 
the  hon.   Member    for    Swansea  (Ur. 
Dillwyn),   and    the    hon.   Member  for 
Reading  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre),  and  it  was 
evident,  from  the  statements  which  thej 
had  made,  that  a  considerable  number  of 
boroughs  wished  to  be  free  from  the 
corrupt  practice  of  hiring  cabs  and  car- 
riages at  elections.    He  thought  that 
the  House  should  have  further  time  to 
consider  this  question,  in  order  to  a8ce^ 
tain  how  far  the  law  had  been  evaded. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman   the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  the  hon. 
and  learned  Attorney  General  had  laid 
down     a    very    dangerous    rule,   that 
when  the  law    had    ueen   evaded,  the 
practice  should  not  be  brought  in  ac- 
rordniice  with  the  law,  but  that  a  now 
luw  sliould  be  made  in  order  to  auit  the 
prnrtice.     That  would  give  encourage- 
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nt  to  the  evasion  of  the  law.  The 
tomej  General  for  Ireland  had 
Lnted  out  that  they  were  not  on  that 
.e  of  the  House  unanimous.  He  (Mr. 
.  Holms)  found,  on  looking  at  the 
f  inon  list,  that  the  Attorney  General 
Ireland  was  entirely  wrong  in 
lat  be  said  with  reference  to  the  hon. 
xmber  for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Ike),  and,  perhaps,  he  would  be  sur- 
jed  to  find  that  on  the  10th  of  March 
I  hon.  Baronet  was  to  be  found  in  a 
rision  list  voting  in  iavour  of  making 
I  present  law  more  effective.  The 
a.  Baronet  had  not  supported  the 
▼eninkent  proposals,  but  had  stoutly 
posed  them.  In  his  (Mr.  W.  Holms') 
aion,  thev  oould  not  oome  to  any  other 
ifAuakm  than  that  the  GK>vemment  had 
niffht  forward  this  Bill  at  an  un- 
lety  period  of  the  Session,  and  for  one 
rpoee,  that  of  electioneering;  and, 
treover,  that  in  doing  so,  they  were 
dag  encooragement  to  bribery. 
3ntGB0RG£  CAMPBELLhoped  that 

more  time  would  be  spent  in  dis- 
■ing  the  Bill.  Scotoh  Members  were 
7  anxious  to  go  down  to  their  con- 
taents,  and  they  wanted  to  so  with 
)  consciousness  that  the  Sections 
old  be  conducted  on  pure  principles, 
1  that  they  would  not  have  to  put 
mr  hands  into  their  pockets  for  more 
mey,  in  consequence  of  the  new  items 
oabs.  He  had  heard  of  a  case  where 
)  candidates  on  each  side  were  saddled 
th  £2,500  for  cabs  alone,  and  he 
yuffht  it  monstrous  that  candidates 
>uld  be  called  upon  to  pay  such  large 
ditional  sums.  The  hon.  Member  for 
4t  Gloucestershire  (Mr.  J.  K.  Yorko) 
d  talked  of  this  as  a  semi-legal  pay- 
»nt;  but,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  an 
)gal  payment.  [Mr.  J.  R.  Yorke: 
bat   I    meant    was  that    there    was 

penalty  attached.]  That  was  what 
Wf  wished  to  do — impose  a  penalty, 
d  not  methodize  and  fiystematizo 
mption,  as  the  Attorney  General  for 
daad  wished  to  do.  If  they  methodized 
d  systematized  in  this  particular, 
saw  no  reason  why  that  should 
t  be  done  in  every  case  of  corruption, 
e  had  always  found  that  there  had 
en  a  sufficient  nunibor  of  private 
rriages  for  the  really  lame  and  sick 

every  well  constituted  conbtituency, 
ii(^  were  placed  at  tho  disposal  of 
e  candidates.  He  ridiculed  the  idea 
at  tho  new  clause  in  the  Bill  was  in- 
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sorted  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  can- 
didates to  bring  sick  and  infirm  voters 
to  the  poll.  It  was  for  the  piirpose  of 
bringing  indifferent  voters  to  the  poU. 
He  thought  it  was  quite  unnecessary 
and  undesirable  to  brine  them  at  all,  as 
their  vote  would  not  oe  actuated  by 
proper  motives,  but  would  carry  with  it 
that  influence  which  they  all  ootdd  easily 
imagine.  He  hoped  Uie  Government 
would  see  their  way  to  aot  wisely  by 
withdrawing  the  Bill. 

Sir  henry  8ELWIN-IBBET80N 
protested  against  the  doctrine  that  the 
Government  had  taken  the  House  by 
surprise.  It  would  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  the  House  that,  on  the  appeal  of 
the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Chelsea,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  stated  that  the  Bill  before  the 
House  was  one  of  the  measures  that 
would  be  considered  before  the  Dissolu- 
tion, and  he  had  added  that  the  specific 
object  of  the  measure  was  to  settle  the 
question  of  the  conveyance  of  voters  to 
the  poll.  With  regard  to  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Chelsea,  what- 
ever his  latest  vote  might  have  been,  he 
was  confident  that  last  year  he  had 
favoured  an  alteration  of  the  existing 
law  in  either  direction.  They  all  knew 
that  cabs  were  used  in  boroughs,  which 
involved  a  larger  expenditure  than  if 
the  payment  were  legal,  because  that 
which  was  done  clandestinelv  was  al- 
ways more  expensive  than  m%,t  which 
could  be  done  openly.  As  to  the  argu- 
ment that,  as  Scotland  and  Ireland  had 
been  excluded,  England  should  not  be 
retained,  it  oueht  to  be  remembered 
that  the  original  Bill  of  the  (Government 
did  not  apply  to  Scotland  and  Ireland  at 
all.  Whether  the  clause  was  to  be  per- 
manent or  not,  the  whole  question  must 
come  under  review  on  a  future  occasion. 
He  considered  that  the  Chanoeilor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  fully  justified  in 
bringing  in  the  Bill.  It  was  merely  for 
Party  motives  that  an  attempt  was  now 
beine  made  to  accuse  the  Government  of 
a  violation  of  an  implied  understanding 
which  had  never  existed. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  -  BANNERMAN 
remarked,  that  the  subject  had  never 
troubled  him  in  the  constituency  which 
he  represented.  Upon  reference  to  tho 
Division  List,  he  found  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke)  voted  for  making  the  law  more 
stringent,   not  for  relaxing  it.     In  his 
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(Mr.  Campbell -Bannerman's)  opinion, 
the  employment  of  conveyances  would 
open  the  door  to  bribery,  and  this  view 
was  supported  by  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Spofforth,  given  before  the  Committee 
on  Corrupt  Practices.  Ho  protested 
against  the  Government,  in  their  last 
days,  bringing  in  a  Bill  to  facilitate 
corrupt  practices. 

Genebal  SHUTE  said,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Kirkcaldy  contended  that  the 
Bill  ought  to  be  given  up,  because  there 
was  only  a  fragment  left.  That  frag- 
ment, however,  was  a  most  important 
one.  The  Bill  would  do  only  ordinary 
justice  to  the  poor,  the  feeble,  and  the 
hard-working  of  the  constituents  in  the 
larger  boroughs.  No  doubt  the  cost  of 
elections  were  far  too  great;  yet  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  were  not  justified 
in  objecting  to  a  few  pounds  being 
added  to  the  costs  of  candidates  which 
enabled  men  now  virtually  disfranchised 
to  be  brought  to  the  poll. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  said,  they  were  all 
very  much  obliged  to  the  Government 
for  exempting  Scotland  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Bill ;  but  these  debates  would 
show  that  the  law  was  systematically 
violated  in  England,  and  the  idea  would  g^ 
forth  that  it  was  only  necessary  to  violate  a 
law  sufficiently  to  get  the  practice  of  vio- 
lation made  legal .  When  the  conveyance 
of  voters  to  the  poll  was  made  legal  in 
England,  ho  wished  to  know  how  it 
would  be  possible  for  Scotch  constitu- 
encies to  conduct  elections  without  em- 
ploying cabs?  Some  candidates  with 
longer  purses  than  others  would  cer- 
tainly introduce  them,  and  most  likely 
the  practice  would  thus  become  universal 
in  Scotland.  The  only  way  out  of  the 
difficulty  was  to  insert  a  penalty  in  the 
law  as  it  at  present  stood.  The  measure 
did  not  touch  the  Scotch  Members  di- 
rectly, though  it  did  indirectly,  and 
they  would  continue  to  throw  in  their 
opposition  with  that  of  the  English 
Members  as  strongly  as  ever. 

LoKD  JOHN  MANNERS  said,  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow  (Mr. 
Anderson")  had  told  the  House  that 
there  was  only  one  way  to  deal  with  the 
practice,  and  that  was  to  put  a  stringent 
penalty  upon  it.  So  that  what  was  legal, 
permitted,  and  even  encouraged,  in 
every  county  of  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland,  and  in  several  boroughs  in 
England,  was  to  bo  rendered  not  only 
illegal,  but  punishable,  in  the  English 

Mr.  Cnmph^lhBann^rman 


boroughs.     No  Parliament,   whether  a 
moribund  Parliament,  as  this  was  said 
to  be,  or  a  new  Parliament,  would  pu: 
on  the  Statute  Book  so  anomalous^  and 
unjust  a  law.  It  was  said  that  the  whok- 
Liberal  Party  was  against  this  measure. 
That  was  not  at  all  an  accurate  statement 
of  the  case.      On  the  second  reading, 
when  the  principle  was  at  stake,  there 
was  an  important  division,  and  he  bid 
extracted  from   the  Division  Lists  the 
names  of  a  number  of  Liberal  borough 
Members  who  had  voted  for  the  BUI. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Sandwich 
(Mr.  Knatchbull-Hugessen)  was  a  con- 
siderable authority   with    the   Liberal 
Party,   and    he  voted    for  the  second 
reading.     Or  was  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man no  longer  a  Member  of  the  Liberal 
Party  ?   There  also  voted  for  the  second 
reading  the  hon.  Member   for  Stroud 
rMr.    Stanton),   the  hon.   Member  for 
Garlow   (Mr.  H.  O.   Lewis),   the  hon. 
Member  for  Sunderland  (Mr.  Oonrlev]. 
the    hon.    Baronet    the   Member   for 
Rochester  (Sir  Julian   Goldsmid],  the 
hon.  Member  for  Darlington  (Mr.  Back- 
house), and  the  hon.  Member  for  Dun- 
dalk  (Mr.   Callan).      All  these   beinr 
borough  Members  sitting  on  the  Liberu 
side  of  the  House,  he  ventured  to  pro- 
test in  the  strongest  manner  against  the 
statement  that  the  Liberal  Party  vere 
all  opposed  to  the  Bill. 

Question  put 

The  House  divided :  - 
Noes  34 :  Majority  23.  - 
No.  47.) 


Ayes  57; 
(DiT.  Lift, 


Main  Question  put,  and  9gr§$d  to. 
Billy  as  amended,  contidwed. 

Dr.  CAMEBON,  in  moroig  the  in- 
sertion of  the  following  new  Clauae  :— 
(Conyeyance  of  rotcra  to  the  poll.) 

"  From  and  after  the  passing  of  thii  Act  is 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  candidate  at  hit 
I'arliamentar}'  Election  for  any  boroogh,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  to  provide  carriages  or  uj 
other  means  of  conveying  voters  to  the  poQ. 
and  any  such  candidate  wilfully  acting  in  coa- 
tniventiun  of  this  enactment  shall  be  guilty  of 
u  corrupt  practice  within  the  meaning  of  th« 
Acts  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  to  this  Act," 

urged  the  Oovemment  to  re-eonsider 
tlieir  determination  to  proceed  with  th« 
Bill  as  it  at  present  stood,  and  hoped 
they  would  accept  the  new  clause  he 
had  proposed.  That  clause  gave  ex- 
pression to  a  Hesolution  carried  in  the 
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Committee  which  sat  on  Corrupt  Prac- 
ticoB,  which  had  been  supported  by  the 
Attorney  General,  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  the  hon.  Member  for  Bed- 
ford (Mr.  Whitbread),  and  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Chelsea  (Sir 
Charles  W.  Dilke). 

New  Clause — {Dr,  Camerofi,) — brought 
up,  and  read  the  first  time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Clause  be  now  read  a  second 
time." 

Bib  HENEY  HOLLAND  said,  that 
he  had  voted  for  the  Bill  in  the  last 
dirision,  although  previously  ho  had 
opposed  it,  because  it  was  quite  clear 
that  the  principle  had  been  thoroughly 
discussed,  and  the  objections  to  it  over- 
ruled. The  same  points  had  been  raised 
over  and  over  again  on  the  Liberal  side 
of  the  House  in  a  spirit  of  the  greatest 
obstruction  that  he  had  witnessed  this 
Sesaion.  The  last  speech  was  merely  a 
risume  of  that  which  had  been  made 
before,  and  he  protested  against  the 
Bill  being  talked  out  by  such  unfair 
proceedings. 

Mb.  morgan  LLOYD  contended 
that  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  borough 
Members  to  offer  every  opposition  to 
such  an  objectionable  and  mutilated  Bill 
that  the  Forms  of  the  House  allowed. 
He  certainly  should  persevere  in  that 
course.  If  this  could  be  considered  ob- 
struction then  he  was  willing  to  bo  called 
an  Obstructionist.  It  was  the  business 
of  the  Liberal  Members  to  see  that 
legislation  which  was  opposed  to  the 
feeling  of  the  majority  of  the  House  and 
to  the  decision  of  a  Select  Committee 
which  had  recently  inquired  into  the 
question,  and  of  which  the  proposers  of 
the  present  Bill  were  Members,  was  not 
forced  through  the  House  by  means  of 
the  brute  majority  which  theGovornniont 

Sossessed,  and  by  their  method  of  con- 
ucting  businpss.  He  considered  any- 
thing they  could  do  in  accordance  with 
the  Bules  of  the  House  was  not  obstruc- 
tion, but  only  a  fair  oxerciso  of  their 
privileges.  Ho  approved  of  the  clause 
moved  bj'  the  hon.  Member  for  Glasgow 
(Dr.  Cameron) ;  and  lie  hoped  tliat  oppo- 
sition would  be  continued  to  tlie  proj;ress 
of  the  Bill  unless  the  conveyance  clause* 
was  struck  out. 

Mk.  E.  JENKINS  said,  the  lino  taken 
by  tlie  hon.  Member  for  Midhurst  (Sir 


Henry  Holland)    was  utterly  uncalled 
for  and  unjustifiable.      The  manner  in 
which  this  Bill  was  being  forced  on  was 
in  itself  almost  an  infringement  of   the 
Privileges  of  Parliament.     The  conten- 
tion that  the  Bill  was  necessary  because 
the  law  was  evaded  was  degrading  and 
himiilitating  ;  and  if  it  were  requsite  to 
deal  with  the  matter  at  all,   it  should 
have  been  dealt  with  on  the  lines  of  the 
Amendment  rather  than  by  legalizing 
the    offence   against  the   existing  law. 
He  charged  the  Government  with  cor- 
rupt motives  in  pressing  this  Bill.     A 
most  important  contest   was  about  to 
take  place  in  Westminster,  where  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  was  a  can- 
didate.     The  cost    of   conveyance    of 
voters  in  that  constituency  could  not  be 
much  under  £6,000,  which  would  be  a 
charge  upon   those   who  contested  the 
seats  with  him  and  his  Colleague.  There 
was,  however,  no  knowing  to  what  ex- 
tent the  cars  belonging  to  the  grocers 
and  other  tradesmen    of   Westminster 
might  be  brought  into  use,  and  that  he 
would  regard  as  a  corrupt  practice. 

Mr.  DILLWYN  did  not  think  the 
hon.  Member  for  Midhurst  was  justified 
in  his  charge  of  obstruction.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  Opposition,  in  such  a  case  as 
the  present,  to  do  all  they  could  to  in- 
duce the  House  to  refuse  their  consent 
to  an  unconstitutional  and  inconsistent 
proceeding.  He,  however,  recommended 
his  Friends,  having  entered  their  strong 
protest,  to  throw  the  responsibility  of 
passing  the  Bill  upon  the  Government. 

Dr.  CAMEEON  begged  to  explain 
that  his  object  was  not  obstruction.  He 
would  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Motion  and  Clause,  by  leave,  iriM- 
dratcn. 

Sir  DAVID  WEDDERBURN  moved 
the  following  new  Clause : — 

(Amontlmont  of  I-aw  ub  to  Parliamontarj'  Elcc- 
tionH  in  Scotland.) 

"In  all  olrctions  whntiver  of  a  Mtmhcr  or 
MtnilxTs  to  g«Tvt»  in  rarlianieut  for  any  county, 
<livi.sii>n  of  a  (;uunty,  or  for  any  city  or  burgh, 
vT  ilifttriftM  of  burjirhs,  in  Scotland,  no  inquiry 
shall  bi-  iivnnittcd  at  tho  time  of  iK)lling  as  to 
tho  ri^'ht  of  any  jtcrbon  to  voto,  txcept  only 
as  follows  (that'  is  to  wiy)  :  that  tho  prcwd- 
inp:  <ilK(»T  or  cUtIc  apiM minted  by  the  returning 
otiii-(T  to  attend  at  a  polling  station  shall,  if  n*- 
(^uircd  (>n  behalf  of  any  candidate,  |>ut  to  any 
votur  at  tho  time  of  hiH  tendering  his  vote,  and 
not  afterwards,  the  following  q»irt*tion8,orcith»r 
of  them : — 
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1 .  Are  you  the  same  i>er8on  whose  name  ap- 
pears as  A.B.  on  the  register  of  voters  now 
in  force  for  the  county  of  [or 
for  the  di^nsion  of  the  county 
of  ]>  or  for  the  city  [orhurgh] 
of                          or  for  the 

district  of  burghs  [as  the  case  may  be]  ; 

2.  Have  you  already  voted,  either  here  or 
elsewhere,  at  this  election  for  the  county 
of  [or  for  the  divi- 
sion of  the  county  of  ],  or 
for  the  city  [or  burgh]  of  or  for 
the  district  of  burghs  [as  the 
case  may  be] : 

And  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  make  a  false 
answer  to  cither  of  the  questions  aforesaid,  he 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  crime  and  o£fence 
within  the  meaning  of  *  The  Ballot  Act,  1872/" 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Wat- 
son) said,  there  was  no  objection  to  the 
clause. 

New  Clause  added, 

Mr.  STANTON  moved  the  omission 
of  the  words  ''  so  far  as  concerns  the 
conveyance  of  voters  within  any  bo- 
rough." 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  1,  line  19,  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  so  far  as  concerns  the  conversance  of  Yoters 
within  any  boroughs." — {Mr,  Stanton.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEE.  said,  the  words  were  inserted 
last  night  after  a  lengthened  discussion, 
and  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 
agreement  that  was  then  come  to  for  the 
House  to  accept  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment. It  was  impossible  to  meet  all 
the  cases  of  difficulty  such  as  that  pre- 
sented by  the  peculiarities  of  the  borough 
of  Stroud. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  the  third  time  To- 
morrow. 

CUSTOMS  AND  INLAXD  REVENUE 
BILL— [Bill  114.] 
{Mr.  Raikea^  Mr.   ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer y 
Sir  Henry  Seiictn-lbhetson.) 

CONSIDERATIOX. 

Bill,  as  amended,  considered. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUE 
appealed  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  make  some  arrangement  in 
the  regulation  of  the  increased  charges 
for  probate  duty  upon  small  estates. 
ITh  allowed  that  by  amalgamating  the 

Fiir  Dnrid  W^edfl^rhurn 


two  scales  for  testate  and  intestate.  ji.>I 
only  levying  a  diminished  scale.  :b-? 
estates  of  the  poor  who  often  diod  with- 
out a  will  had  been  benefited ;  but  t-ver^ 
then  the  scale  of  charge  wa^  high,  ani 
he,  therefore,  urged  a  further  rhan^v 
by  which  estates  under  £2,000  ghoui-i 
only  be  charged  1  per  cent.  He  urgel 
also  that  probate,  as  in  the  ca«e  -f 
legacy  duty,  should  not  be  chargeable 
upon  small  estates  until  after  the  dt-bt- 
had  been  ascertained  and  a  settlemen: 
of  them  arrived  at.  Further,  that  tb^ 
probate  duty  should  be  levied  only  o!i 
the  estates  which  were  net  £500. 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  thr- 
roughly  sympathized  with  his  hon.  aid 
gallant  Friend's  object,  but  said,  lie 
doubted  very  much  whether  at  this  sta^ 
of  the  Session  the  Gt)vemment  could,  in 
a  Bill  of  this  complicated  character,  se- 
re-cast the  measure  as  to  give  effect  :o 
it.  He  suggested,  however,  that  it  woaid 
go  far  to  meet  the  case  if  the  limit  of 
duty  was  fixed  at  £200  instead  of  £10u. 

Amendment  proposed. 

In  page  6,  line  7,  to  leave  ont  the  Tcr: 
"one,"  in  order  to  insert  the  wozd  •*tiro."— 
{Sir  George  Campbell,) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  *'  That  the  vord 
'  one '  stand  part  of  the  Bill." 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEYRE  begged  to 
call  attention  to  the  extent  to  which  the 
new  scale  would  aggravate  the  eziiting 
difference  between  freehold  and  lease- 
hold property.  Jjeasehold  property  paid 
probate  and  legacy  duty ;  freehold  paid 
only  succession  duty.  He  took  a  case 
in  which,  a  property  would  pay  nov 
£192  instead  of  £140  on  the  death  of 
the  owner  of  the  leasehold,  as  compared 
with  £27  which  it  would  pay  on  the 
death  of  the  freeholder.  He  could  alio 
mention  cases  in  which  the  dutj  on 
leasehold  houses  would  be  40  times  as 
much  as  that  on  the  g^und  rents  under 
the  new  Probate  and  Stamp  Duties  Act 
The  opportunity  offered  bv  tne  Bill  ought 
to  have  been  taken  by  uie  Oovemmeot 
to  undo  the  extraordinary  anomaly  which 
existed ;  and  the  best  way,  in  his  o]ii- 
nion,  would  be  to  relieve  the  leasehold 
house  property  of  the  charge  of  pro- 
bato  duty. 

Mr.  PAGET  said,  there  were  doubt- 
loss  anomalies  in  rorard  to  leasehold 
estates  which  it  would  be  neoessanr  tn 
remedy  at  some  future  time,  but  wnirh 
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DOt  now  be  dealt  with.  The  Bill, 
er,  was  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
nd  would,  as  far  as  it  went,  be  in 
Eiture  of  the  redress  of  an  in- 
iy.  In  reply  to  the  right  hon. 
BT  for  Ghreenwich  (Mr.  Gladstone), 
srted  that  the  scale  did  not  ope- 
iTersely  to  occupiers  as  compared 

CHANCELLOR  op  the  EXCHE- 
i  freely  admitted  that  the  hon. 
er  for  Reading  had  made  an  in- 
ig  statement,  which  was  well 
^  of  consideration  when  the  sue- 
I  duties  could  be  dealt  with ;  but 
lired  some  courage  to  deal  with 
and  would  involve  some  delay, 
the  House  declared  last  Session 
le  probate  duties  called  for  speedy 
The  general  effect  of  the  scheme 
•  diminish  the  burdens  of  small 
ties  and  increase  those  of  larger 
18  small  estates  were  now  very 
overburdened  in  proportion  to 
«tates.  An  owner  would  be  likely 
9  a  larger  personal  estate  than  an 
Br ;  and,  therefore,  it  could  not  be 
bat  the  change  was  in  favour  of 
9TS  as  against  owners.  It  would 
)  possible  to  do  away  altogether 
le  charge  on  small  properties ;  but 
»ught  that  on  properties  between 
and  £2,000  there  ought  to  be  no 
le.  Taking  the  proportion  of  in- 
to testate  estates,  he  considered 
feet  of  the  change  would  bo  to 
some  increase  on  the  latter,  while 
ntestate  estates  the  new  scale,  in 
inion,  would  practically  operate  as 
ction.  It  was  true  that,  on  the 
the  new  scale  would  considerably 
se  the  Revenue;  but  still  there 
be  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
t  of  probate  duty  to  be  paid  on 
ates  under  £500.  He  was,  how- 
irepared  to  alter  the  rates  in  the 
ed  scale  as  follows  : — For  proper- 
:'  the  value  of  £500  and  under 
he  should  substitute  £  1 1  for  £  1 3  ; 
iperties  of  the  value  of  £600  and 
£800,  £15  instead  of  £l7;  be- 
£1,000  and  £1,500,  £30  instead 
;  and  between  £1,500  and  £2,000, 
istead  of  £44.  This  would  be 
f  these  properties  as  they  were  at 
t.  He  hoped,  when  the  proper 
rame,  he  should  be  allowed  to 
these  proposals  to  the  ITouso. 

mdmeut,  by  leave,  withdraivn. 


Mr.  SHAWLEFEVRE  urged  that 
all  properties  under  £500  should  be 
exempt.  The  loss  in  consequence  of  this 
change  would  not  be  greater  than 
£50,000  a-year.  He  begged  to  move  an 
Amendment  in  the  Schedule  exempting 
properties  under  £500. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  7,  line  4,  to  leave  out  from  the  word 
"be,'*  to  "£9,*'  at  the  end  of  line  8.— (JIfr. 
Shaw  Lefevre.) 

Question  proposed,  '*That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Schedule." 

Mr.  PAGET  opposed  the  Amendment. 
He  did  not  see  the  justice  of  entirely 
exempting  the  small  properties.  He 
hoped  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer would  say  that  the  Government  had 
carefully  considered  the  matter,  and 
would  endorse  the  view  he  now  expressed 
that  the  moderate  burthen  imposed  by 
the  Bill  on  personalty  would  but  par- 
tially redress  the  inequality  of  taxation 
which  now  pressed  unfairly  on  real  pro- 
perty. 

Sir  ALEXANDER  GORDON  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  what  was  equi- 
valent to  leasehold  property  in  Scotland 
came  under  the  same  category  as  real 
property,  and  urged  that  the  English 
law  should  be  assimilated  in  this  par- 
ticular to  the  Scotch. 

General  Sir  GEORGE  BALFOUR 
thought  £500  net  amount  of  an  estate 
low  enough  to  commence  to  charge  pro- 
bate duty. 

Mr.  CHADWICK  said,  it  was  an  in- 
justice to  exempt  real  property  from  pro- 
bate duty. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  said,  he 
should  support  the  Amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Reading. 

Sir  GEORGE  BOW YER  insisted  that 
there  was  no  such  unfair  distinction  as 
alleged  between  the  charges  upon  per- 
sonal and  real  property.  On  the  con- 
trary, owners  of  landed  property  suffered 
far  more  severely  from  taxation  than  the 
owners  of  personal  property. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  he  could  not  agree  to  the 
Amendment,  and  protested  against  the 
imputation  of  injustice  which  had  been 
made  against  the  proposals  of  the  Go- 
vernment. It  was,  he  said,  a  dangerous 
principle  to  admit  that  small  properties 
shoula  be  exempt  altogether.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Income  Tax,  no  doubt,  bUuiU 
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incomes  were  exempt;  but  that  was  on  the 
ground  that  enough  must  be  left  to  a  man 
to  maintain  him.  He  pointed  out  that, 
under  the  proposals  of  the  Q-overnment, 
estates  under  £500  would  be  so  relieved 
that  the  Revenue  would  lose  £40,000 ; 
and  if  this  proposal  was  carried  out  they 
would  lose  another  £76,000.  It  had 
been  suggested  that  the  debts  on  these 
small  properties  might  be  deducted;  but 
he  did  not  think  that  could  be  worked. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Bill  to   be   read   the   third  time  To- 
morrow. 


CONSOLIDATED    FUND      (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 
/AT;*.  RaikeSy  Mr.   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
Sir  Henry  Selwin-lbbeteon.) 

THIRD    READING. 

Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 

^  Motion  made,  and,  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." — {Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer .) 

Mr.  W.  CAETWKIGHT  inquired 
whether  the  Government  would  produce 
Papers  already  asked  for  with  regard  to 
the  Greek  Frontier  ? 

The  oh  ANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER said,  the  particular  Paper  re- 
ferred to,  as  he  supposed,  by  the  hon. 
Member,  was  part  of  negotiations  still 
going  on ;  and  it  would  be  contrary  to 
the  usual  practice  to  produce  Papers  of 
this  character  not  yet  presented  by  the 
French  Government. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

EPPING  FOREST  (No.  2)  BILL— [Bill  96.] 
{Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibbetson,  Mr.  Gerard  Noel.) 

SECOND    READING.       BILL   WITHDRAWN. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
*'That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time." — {Sir  ILenry  Selwin-Ihhetson.) 

Mr.  BARING  said,  he  wished  to 
raise  his  protest  against  the  passing  of 
this  measure  during  the  last  few  days  of 
a  dying  Parliament.  The  principle  of 
the  4th  clause  was  to  enable  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  City  of  London  to  exchange 

cd'tain  portions  of  lands  wliidi  had  al-  ! 

i 
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ways  been  open  forest,  upon  which  they 
could  not  build,  for  other  portions  now 
inclosed.  But  he  understood  that  the 
open  spaces  which  would  be  given  up 
were  much  valued  by  the  people  living 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  it  was  only 
right  that  they  should  have  time  to  ex- 
press their  opinions.  It  was  true  that 
no  exchange  could  be  made  without  the 
assent  of  the  Arbitrator ;  but  his  consti- 
tuents were  too  poor  to  compete  before 
him  against  the  wealth  of  the  City  Cor- 
poration. There  was  besides  an  am- 
biguity in  the  wording  of  a  later  clause, 
which  might  possibly  authorize  build- 
ing on  the  lands  acquired  under  the 
Bill.  When  they  were  re-modelling  the 
Bill  they  ought  to  make  a  good  Bill  of 
it ;  for  at  present  there  was  no  penalty 
for  bribery  or  intimidation  at  the  elec- 
tion of  verderers,  and  the  Committee  of 
the  Corporation  was  at  present  made  the 
arbiter  of  all  claims  to  vote  for  the  very 
persons  who  were  supposed  to  be,  in 
some  sense,  a  check  on  its  action. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  baring  said,  he  had  not  put 
down  Amendments  because  he  believed 
they  could  not  be  entertained  in  such  a 
small  House.  He  begg^  to  move  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time  that  day 
month. 

Mr.  DILLWYN  seconded  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  the 
word  '*now,"  ana  at  the  end  of  the 
Question  to  add  the  words  "  upon  this 
day  month." — {Mr,  Baring.) 

Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
'  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Sir  HENRY  SELWIN-IBBETSON 
said,  the  Bill  had  been  introduced  as  a 
Continuance  Bill,  and  he  believed  that  it 
would  prove  advantageous  to  the  pubhc ; 
but,  as  real  opposition  to  the  measure 
was  now  offered,  he  was  prepared  to 
withdraw  it,  and  to  let  the  nresii  House 
of  Commons  judge  of  the  value  of  the 
proposed  exchange  of  lands. 

Amendment,   and  Motion,  by  leave, 

withdrawn. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five  minuttf 

before  Six  o'cl'vV. 
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lEC  ABOLITION  (SCOTLAND) 

BILL— (No.  49.) 
'Tk$  Earl  of  Haddington.) 

THIBD  BEADINO.    ' 

of  the  Day  for  the  Third  Kead- 

i. 

'*That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3V" 
kst/  of  Haddington.) 

STANLEY  OF  ALDERLEY 
icurred  with  what  had  been 
,  former  occasion  as  to  the  in- 
Qce  of  bringing  forward  such  a 

as  the  present  at  so  late  a 
f  the  Session,  when  it  was  im- 
to  discuss  it.  Conflicting  state- 
id  been  made  as  to  this  Bill  by 
\  of  the  Government,  for  the 
d  learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack 
that  this  Bill  had  been  so  often 
irliament  that  everybody  under- 
;  whilst  the  noble  Duke  the 
)8ident  had  said  that  the  noble 

Chairman  of  Committees  did 
r  or  understand  any  part  of  the 
,  with  his  experience,  the  noble 

Chairman  of  Committees  did 
3r8tand  it,  it  could  not  be  so 
matter,  and  required  more  dis- 

:arl  of  REDESDALE  (Cuair- 
CoiDUTTEEs)  stated  that,  after 
d  transpired,  he  would  urge  no 
•bjections  against  the  provisions 
neasure.  Ho  had  alread}'  ex- 
lis  opinion  with  regard  to  the 
ience  of  bringing  forward  Bills 
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in  that  House  at  a  time  when  it  was 
practically  impossible  to  discuss  them 
with  any  effect,  and  he  thought  this 
was  a  very  glaring  instance,  and  not  at 
all  consistent  with  the  usual  practice  of 
Parliament.  The  original  Bill  might 
be  said  to  have  been  reduced  to  a  mere 
shadow.  At  all  events,  it  had  been  cut 
clean  in  two.  The  last  half  had  been 
thrown  away,  and  a  new  provision  had 
been  substituted  by  way  of  Amendment 
by  the  noble  and  learned  Earl  on  the 
Woolsack,  which  Amendment,  like  the 
one  of  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of  Had- 
dington), on  which  it  was  founded,  had 
never  been  bruited  in  the  usual  way. 
All  this  had  been  done  within  two  days 
of  its  final  stage,  so  that  the  people  of 
Scotland  had  had  no  opportunity  of 
considering  the  effect  of  the  changes. 
Such  legislation  as  that  could  not  be 
worth  very  much  ;  but  whether  that 
was  so  or  not,  he  entertained  the  gravest 
objection  to  the  practice  he  had  alluded 
to,  as,  if  persisted  in  with  regard  to 
other  Bills,  it  must  prove  very  detri- 
mental to  sound  legislation. 

The  Mabquess  of  LANSDOWNE 
said,  he  should  be  glad  if  the  noble  and 
learned  Earl  on  the  Woolsack  would, 
before  the  Bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
give  some  explanation  of  the  concluding 
words  of  Sub-section  3  in  Clause  2.  The 
sub-section  had  been  quite  altered  from 
the  form  in  which  it  originally  stood, 
and  their  Lordships  had  no  opportunity 
of  consulting  any  local  or  other  advisers 
on  the  matter. 

TuE  LORD  CHANCELLOR  said,  in 
answer  to  the  question  of  the  noble 
Marquess,  he  could  only  imagine  that 
the  noble  Marquess  was  not  in  the 
House  on  the  previous  day,  because, 
had  he  been  present,  he  would  have 
heard  a  full  explanation  of  the  Amend- 
ment which  he  nad  introduced  into  the 
Bill.  Since  then  the  Bill  had  been  re- 
printed, in  order  that  their  Lordships 
might  consider  the  Amendment  in  con- 
nection with  the  rest  of  the  Bill.  It 
was  to  be  understood  that  the  words  were 
introduced  as  an  Amendment  on  the 
Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord  near  him 
(Lord  Blantyre).  From  what  the  noble 
Marquess  had  said  he  thought  he  could 
not  have  read  the  Bill,  as  he  certainly 
did  not  appear  to  have  the  least  idoa  as 
to  the  efiuct  of  the  Amendment.  How- 
ever, before  he  proceeded  to  point  out 
its  effect,  ho  wished  to  notice  what  had 
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just  been  said'  by  his  noble  Friend  tbe 
Chairman  of  Committees.  His  noble 
Friend  (the  Earl  of  Redesdale)  had  said 
that  one  part  of  the  Bill  had  been  cut 
out;  but  that  appeared  to  him  to  prove 
conclusively  that  his  noble  Friend  had 
not  read  it,  because  it  had  not  been 
mutilated  in  the  smallest  degree.  The 
Amendment  was  a  very  simple  one, 
easily  understood,  and  the  meaning  of 
it  was  this.  In  the  Bill,  as  it  came  up 
from  the  other  House,  there  was  a  pro- 
vision that  when  a  tenant  was  ejected, 
as  it  was  called,  out  of  his  farm  in  the 
middle  of  the  half-year,  all  just  allow- 
ances should  be  made  to  him,  as  if  he 
were  an  out-going  tenant  who  had  com- 
pleted his  term.  It  was  felt,  however, 
that  matters  would  be  left  in  an  unsatis- 
factory condition,  unless  it  was  stated 
what  those  just  allowances  should  be. 
The  only  object  of  the  Amendment, 
therefore,  which  he  introduced,  was  to 
define  exactly  what  were  to  be  the  rights 
of  the  outgoing  tenant,  in  the  place  of 
leaving  them  to  be  adjudicated  upon 
under  a  provision  of  a  vague  descrip- 
tion. The  purpose  of  the  Amendment 
was  simply  to  define  for  the  landlord 
what  would  otherwise  be  left  to  the  jus- 
tices to  define.  Now,  in  the  first  place, 
if  any  crop  had  arrived  at  maturity,  at 
the  period  at  which  the  tenant  was 
ejected,  and  he  had  not  had  time  to 
separate  and  carry  away  the  crop,  it 
was  only  reasonable  that  he  should  be 
called  upon  to  pay  the  rent  of  the  land 
on  which  it  grew.  But  if  on  any  por- 
tion of  the  farm  there  were  immature 
crops,  which  could  not  be  cut  or  taken 
up,  and  carried  away  at  the  time  of 
ejection,  it  was  proposed  by  this  clause 
to  give  the  tenant  all  his  rights  in  re- 
spect to  such  crops.  When,  however, 
they  were  matured,  he  would  not  be 
allowed  to  separate  them  or  carry  them 
off  the  farm  without  paying  the  rent 
which  was  due  upon  the  portion  of  the 
land  on  which  they  grew  up  to  Martin- 
mas, when  the  land  was  perfectly  clear. 
That  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  perfectly 
fair  and  just  solution  of  the  question. 
That  really  was  all.  As  the  Bill  origi- 
nally stood,  it  was  not  quite  clear  whe- 
ther, under  the  working  of  the  clause, 
the  tenant  would  not  bo  made  liable  to 
pay  the  rent  of  the  whole  of  the  farm, 
and  not  simply  of  that  portion  upon 
which  the  immediate  crop  stood,  and 
also  that  he  would  only  have  to  pay  the 
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rent  up  to  the  time  of  the  severance; 
but,  inasmuch  as  the  ground  would  be 
useless  to  the  incoming  tenant  until 
after  the  period  he  had  named,  it  was 
obviously  nothing  but  just  and  right 
that  the  out-going  tenant  should  pay 
the  rent  up  to  Martinmas,  or  the  end  of 
the  next  term.   

Lord  BLANTYEE  denied  that  the 
Amendment  of  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl  would  meet  the  objection  that  by 
the  Bill,  after  the  tenant  was  ejected  owing 
to  being  in  arrears,  he  was  to  be  allowed 
to  add  a  further  considerable  sum  to  the 
previous  unsecured  debt  to  his  landlord, 
as  he  was  only  required  to  pay  rent  for  the 
land  occupied  by  the  way-going  crop  for 
the  period  between  his  ejectment  and 
removal  of  crop,  say,  three  months ;  for 
the    remaining    three-quarters    of  the 
year's  rent,  due  on  the  removal  of  the 
crop,  the  landlord  would  be  a  common 
creditor. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  re 
marked,  that  the  particular  provision 
applied  only  to  that  portion  of  the  farm 
on  which  the  crop  was  maturing,  and 
could  not  possibly  create  a  new  debt  to 
the  landlord,  seeing  that  the  tenant 
would  remove  the  crop  at  maturity,  and 
the  sale  of  it  might  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected to  enable  him  to  pay  his  rent.  At 
the  same  time,  if  the  landlord  wished  to 
cover  the  other  portion  of  the  land,  it 
was  quite  open  to  him  to  do  so ;  and  the 
tenant  would  not  be  liable  to  pay  the 
rent  for  that  portion  of  the  ground 
which  the  landlord  or  the  incoming 
tenant  had  covered. 

The  Earl  of  AIRLIE  observed,  that 
he  did  not  quite  understand  the  last 
provision  to  which  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl  had  referred. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said,  it 
really  meant  that  where  a  tenant  had  by 
law  the  right  to  remove  crops  he  would 
do  so ;  but  that  where  immature  crops  were 
standing  it  was  a  provision  to  make  the 
tenant  pay  the  rent  up  to  Martinmas  on 
that  portion  of  the  land  on  which  they 
were  standing. 

On  the  Motion  of  the  Earl  of  Aiblie, 
the  following  Amendment  was  made  in 
Clause  2,  Sub-section  3 : — In  page  2, 
line  26,  after  (** always*')  insert  the 
words  (*'  unless  otherwise  expressly  sti- 
pulated ") ;  and  in  line  34,  aner  (**  esti- 
mated") leave  out  (''unless  otherwise 
expressly  stipulated  "). 
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The  Earl  of  EEDESDALE  (Chair- 
man of  Committees)  was  of  opinion  that  The  House  met  at  Three  of  the  clock, 
eyerything  that  had  been  done  on  the  mpomm  \r  o 
third  reading  ought  to  have  been  done                      Q  UESTIONS, 
in  Committee.     It  was   of  the  utmost  — o^o-«>— 

importance  that  proper  time  ehould  be  DISTRESS  (IRELAND). 
g^Ten  for  the  consideration  of  Bills ;  and  ^  ^ 
what  had  happened  in  this  instance  was  Mr.  SULLIVAN  :  As  the  right  hon. 
an  abundant  proof  of  the  truth  of  his  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
words  that  so  important  a  question  as  land  is  not  in  his  place,  perhaps  the 
the  relation  between  landlord  and  tenant  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  will  be 
required  proper  time  for  consideration.  at>le  to  answer  the  Question  of  which 
But  what  had  been  done  ?  A  clause  I  gave  Notice  yesterday  —  namely,  If 
waa  introduced  in  the  first  instance ;  it  the  Chief  Secretary  is  correctly  re- 
was  altered,  and  then  re-printed.  It  had  ported  in  the  **  Times"  of  the  17th 
been  brought  before  their  Lordships,  mstant,  as  having  stated  in  a  speech  at 
and  the  only  two  noble  Lords  from  York  on  the  1 6th  instant,  that  amongst 
Scotland  who  had  spoken  admitted  that  the  applications  made  to  the  Qx)vern- 
they  did  not  understand  it.  The  Bill,  in  Di®nt  in  reference  to  the  prevalent  dis- 
fact,  had  been  almost  re-cast;  and  the  tress  in  Ireland  were  applications  "to 
extent  of  the  alterations  which  had  been  provide  every  person  in  Ireland  with 
made  showed  that  the  measure  required  a  comfortable  meal  at  all  hours  of  the 
the  fullest  consideration.  day ;  "    and  if  he  would  lay  upon  the 

Lord  DENMAN  pointed  out  that  in  Table  Copies  of  the  applications  thus  re- 
case  of  a  late  harvest  the  tenant  might  fsrred  to  ?  ^^ 
not  be  able  to  clear  the  ground  by  Mar-  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
tinmas,  and,  therefore,  ought  to  pay  a  IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  :  The  best  an- 
proportionate  rent  beyond  that  time,  to  swer  I  can  give  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
compensate  the  incoming  tenant  for  the  Member  is  to  read  the  context  which 
delay,  preventing  him  from  ploughing  contains  the  quotation  mentioned  in  the 
and  preparing  his  land  for  a  crop.  Question,  and  which  will  show  exactly 

After  a  few  words  from  Lord  Oran-  what  my  right  hon.  Friend  intended  to 

MORE  and  Browne,  convey.      I  read  the  following  from  The 

York  Herald  of  yesterday  : — 

Motion  agreed  to,  x.  •  ,  ,    . 

*'  But  wo  unfortunately  must  admit  and  do- 

BiU  read  3-  accordingly;  Bill  passed,    P^«^^  that  through  adverse  seasons  and  other 

J  ,^  ©./»  r  '     causes  a  sad  calamity  now  overhangs  Ireland. 

and  sent  to  the  U)mmon8.  That    calamity   has  afforded    an   opportunity 

which  has  been  nobly  taken  advantage  of  aU 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  Five    over  the  UnittKi  Kingdom  at  largo,  and  I  am 

o'clock,  till  To-morrow,  half    thankful  to  think  not  only  the  United  Kingdom, 

past  Ten  o'clock.     l)ut  Iho  world  at  largo,  has  come  forwaro  and 

displayed  its  sympathy  with  the  people  in  its  suf- 
fering.    (Cheers.)     Wo  have  seen  that  contri- 

—  -•  butions  have  flocked  in  from  many  Continents 

that  have   succeeded   in  alleviating,  to  a  great 
extent,  the  sufferings  of  Ireland.     The  duty  of  a 

HrfcTTai?     m?     nrkWXfn'Nrfl  Government  under  conditions  like  these  is  not  to 

OUSB     OF     COMMOWB,         chiU  the  heart  of  charity.    It  is,  I  should  rather 

siiv,   to  stimulate  charity.     (Cheers.)     We  oc- 

Thursday,  \%th  March,  1880.  casionally-I  am  thankful  to  think  only  occa- 

'  HKnially — see  it  alleged  that  the  Government 

should   spurn  charity,  and  see  that  the  British 

taxpayer — who,   Heaven  knows,  has  enough  to 

•»  ^-___„  -     _  _,  „,,  .    ,  T»     ^.  do  to  look  at  himself  just  now  (a  laugh) — should 

MINUTE8.]—Private  Jiihi^Third Readmg—    |,ear  all  theburtlen  upon  his  shoulder;  that  wo 

Bammingen's  Naturalization  *,  and  paised.         should  spurn  all  charitable  aid,  and  that  the 

x»«  T%  n         *A  r>  ^^  t    V..*:  „«!     Government  should  undertake  to  i)rovide  evory 

PvBLXC  Bills — Committee  —  Report — r^ational  ■     i    i     j       -^u  r  -/  n  i    "i 

'^  person  in  Ireland  with  a  comfortable  meal  at 

Debt*  [116];  Exchequer  Bills  and  Bonds  •    all  hours  of  the  day  without  recourse   in  any 
[116].  shai>e  or  form  to  charity.  Now  the  Government, 

—,,-„,.         1,    V  .  r^i    4-  1     I  am  thankful  to  think,  not  only  endeavoured, 

Third  Rradtuq — Parliamentary    Elections  and    i    .   ▼  -^u     *.  **•  j    i 

*■  •'  •  but,  I  may  say  without  presumption,  succeeded 

Corrupt  Practices    (No.  2)    [107];    Customs    in  obviating  th.' occurrence  of  a  single  case  of 
and  Inland  Kcvenuc  [111],  and;;</««u/.  starvation.     (Applause.)  " 
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Mr.  SULLIVAN :  Is  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  able  to  say  whe- 
ther the  report  in  The  Times  is  incorrect, 
or  if  it  is  from  the  correct  report  from 
which  he  quotes  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibsoxv)  :  Not  being 
the  speaker,  I  cannot  say  which  is  in- 
correct ;  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  has  referred  me  to 
this  particular  speech  in  giving  an  an- 
swer. 

NAVY— CASE   OF  ACTING  STAFF  SUR- 
GEON  ALLEN. 

Mr.  SULLIVAN  (for  Mr.  O'SnAuoii- 
nessy)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, If  Mr.  Marcus  Allen,  Acting 
Staff  Surgeon  of  II.M.S.  ^*  Albatross," 
with  seniority  as  Surgeon  in  the  Navy 
of  November  1870,  was  admitted  as  a 
patient  in  Haslar  Hospital  in  November 
1878,  and  after  remaining  some  time 
under  treatment  was  reported  by  Dr. 
Watt  Ried  (now  Medical  Director  Gene- 
ral of  the  Navy)  as  suffering  from  incur- 
able disease  and  a  fit  subject  for  survey, 
with  a  view  of  his  being  invalided  out 
of  the  service ;  whether  it  was  true  that 
such  survey  was  not  granted  by  the  late 
Medical  Director  General ;  whether  Mr. 
Allen  was  subsequently  discharged  from 
hospital  as  ''relieved,"  not  cured,  and 
detailed  for  service  afloat;  whether,  on 
his  applying  to  the  Admiralty  for  per- 
mission to  be  surveyed  at  Haslar  as  to 
his  fitness  for  duty,  he  was  surveyed  at 
the  office  of  the  then  Medical  Director, 
and  being  pronounced  fit  to  serve,  and 
having  taken  up  his  appointment,  his 
health  completely  failed,  and  he  ten- 
dered his  resignation  in  consequence ; 
and,  whether,  under  the  circumstances, 
he  will  bo  given  any  compensation  for 
his  services,  or  whether  his  case  will  be 
referred  back  to  Dr.  Watt  Eied,  the 
present  Medical  Director  General  ? 

Mr.  ^y.  H.  SMITH:  Mr.  Marcus 
Allen,  while  a  patient  in  Haslar  Hospital 
in  1878,  was  recommended  for  survey  by 
Dr.  Watt  Eied,  on  the  ground  that  he 
was  suffering  from  an  incurable  disease, 
but  one  which,  nevertheless,  was  not 
beyond  remedial  measures.  This  survey, 
however,  was  not  then  ordered  by  the 
Medical  Director  General.  On  Mr. 
Allen's  discharge  from  hospital  he  was ! 
appointed  to  a  Coastguard  cruiser.  In 
accordiiueo  with  the  practice  of  the  Ser- 


vice, he  was  medically  surveyed  in  Lon- 
don, and  not  at  Haslar,  as  he  had  re- 
quested, and  was  reported  fit  for  active 
service.  On  this  he  requested  pormi«.«iion 
to  resign,  as  not  equal  to  the  responsi- 
bilities of  the  position  either  mentally  or 
physically.  His  resignation  was  ac- 
cepted, and  he  never  joined  his  ship.  It 
is  not  customary  to  g^ve  compensation  tj 
officers  who  resign,  nor  to  re-consid^r 
their  cases  with  a  view  to  their  re-ad- 
mission into  the  Service,  for  which  an 
Order  in  Council  would  be  required. 

RELIEF  OP  DISTRESS  (IRELAND;  ~ 
APPLICATIONS  FOR  LOANS  —  THE 
RETURNS. 

Mb.  EKRINGTON  said,  as  the  Attor- 
ney  General  for  Ireland  had  not  givv u 
him  sufficient  information  on  the  pre- 
vious day,  as  to  the  date  when  Retoras 
of  the  number  of  scheduled  unions  in 
Ireland  would  be  in  the  hands  of  hon. 
Members,  he  would  ask  him  now  to  sav. 
If  he  had  any  additional  intelligence  as 
to  the  time  when  they  would  be  issued  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  G1B8027),  in  reply,  said, 
he  had  received  that  mominf]^  a  com- 
munication from  the  Board  of  Works  in 
Ireland,  stating  that  the  great  pressure 
of  business  caused  the  delay ;  but  the 
Returns  would  be  sent  in  on  Saturday. 

CORN  AVERAGES  AND  TITHE  RENT 

CHARGE. 

Mb.  PAGET  asked  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  he  is  pre- 
pared to  take  immediate  steps  to  obtain 
further  information  aa  to  the  method  by 
which  the  official  com  averages  are  now 
taken,  and  into  the  fluctuations  of  the 
Tithe  Rent  Charge  ? 

ViscouxT  SANDON :  The  Board  of 
Trade  during  the  last  two  years  have 
been  taking  various  steps  to  elicit  infor- 
mation and  communicate  it  to  the  public 
respecting  the  com  averages,  and  lately 
we  have  been  in  communication  on  thii 
subject  with  the  Tithe  Commisaionen 
and  the  Inland  Revenue  Department,  bj 
whose  officers,  mainly,  the  Ketums  are 
collected,  and  the  inquiries  are  still  pro- 
ceeding. Some  weeks  ago  my  non. 
and  gallant  Friend  the  Member  tat 
East  Essex  (Colonel  Brise)  infonned 
me  that  he  proposed  to  move  for  t 
Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
matter  on  the  23rd  of  this  month ;  and  I 
told  him  that,  as  the  subject  was  a  rvj 
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oomplicated  one,  and  one  which  naturally 
excited  great  interest  in  many  parts  of 
the  coontiy,  I  thought  it  was  very  de- 
rirable  that  such  a  Committee  as  he  pro- 
posed should  be  appointed,  and  that  such 
an  appointment  should  have  the  support 
of  the  Government.  I  have  every  hope 
of  being  able,  when  Parliament  re- as- 
sembles in  the  month  of  May,  to  support 
my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  the  Member 
for  East  Essex  in  proposing  such  a 
Oommittee  to  the  House. 

DOMINION  OF  CANADA— THE  CANA- 
DIAN PACIFIC  RAILWAY. 

Mb.  W.  E.  FOESTEE  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Whether  there  was  any  correspondence 
in  1879  between  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  Government  of  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada  respecting  the  con- 
struction of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Kail- 
way  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  lay  such 
correspondence  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House? 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH,  in 
reply,  said,  there  was  some  correspon- 
dence in  1879  upon  the  general  question 
of  the  construction  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Eailway,  but  not  upon  the  par- 
ticular point  to  which  he  thought  the 
Question  referred — namely,  the  proposal 
that  this  country  should  assist  by  a 
guarantee,  or  in  some  other  shape,  in 
the  construction  of  that  railway.  Some 
confidential  and  informal  communica- 
tions had  passed  between  himself  and 
the  Members  of  the  Canadian  Ministry 
who  visited  England  last  autumn  upon 
that  subject;  but  those  communications 
never  assumed  the  form  of  correspond- 
ence, and  led  to  no  result. 

80UTH  Alj'RICA— THE  BASUTOS. 

Mb.  JUSTIN  MCCARTHY  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  a  Beuter's  telegram  published  in  the 
"  Daily  News"  of  Tuesday,  March  16th, 
to  the  effect  that 

''The  condition  of  affairs  in  Banutoland  is 
regarded  as  critical  in  consequence  of  the  detcr- 
Qination  of  the  Cope  Government  to  insist  upon 
the  disarmament  of  the  Natives;'* 

and,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  sanctioned,  or  intends  to  sanction, 
the  disarmaniont  of  the  Ba«?utos  by 
force? 


Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  is  under  some 
misapprehension  as  to  the  relative  posi- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
and  the  Cape  Government  in  this 
matter.  We  have  sanctioned,  more 
than  a  year  ago,  legislation  based  on  the 
general  policy  of  securing  the  Cape 
Colony  against  the  grave  dangers  re- 
sulting from  the  indiscriminate  posses- 
sion of  arms  by  the  large  Native  popula- 
tion within  its  borders.  But  the  question 
of  the  time  and  manner  of  the  applica- 
tion of  that  policy  to  particular  Tribes  is 
a  matter  for  the  discretion  of  the  Cape 
Government,  who,  so  far,  have  applied 
it  with  great  care  and  success  in  various 
parts  of  the  Colony.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  Cape  Ministry  will  continue  to 
act  with  the  caution  they  have  hitherto 
shown  in  the  case  of  the  Basutos ;  but  I 
think  that  great  mischief  might  arise 
from  any  attempt  at  further  interference 
on  our  part  than  the  impression  of  caution 
upon  them,  for  they  are  quite  aware  that 
the  responsibility  in  this  matter  rests 
with  them,  and  that  tiiey  will  have  to 
bear  it. 

THE  NEW  EDUCATIONAL  CODE. 

Mr.  W.  E.  FORSTER,  in  asking  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Council,  Whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
that  the  Minutes  of  the  Education  De- 
partment altering  the  Educational  Code, 
which  was  laid  upon  the  Table  this 
month,  should  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House  in  the  next  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment for  one  month  before  they  are 
put  in  force  ?  explained  that  the  Act  of 
1870  provided  that  all  new  Minutes  of 
the  Department  should  lie  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  for  one  month  before  they 
became  valid  ;  and  it  was  a  question  of 
doubt  whether  the  lapse  of  time  was  to 
be  calculated  from  the  date  of  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  Minutes,  or  whether,  in 
the  event  of  a  Dissolution  taking  place 
before  the  expiration  of  the  month,  the 
full  period  was  to  be  completed  in  the 
next  Parliament.  He  assumed  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  spirit  of  the  enactment, 
the  period  would  run  into  the  next  Par- 
liament. 

Lord  GEORGE  HAlillLTON :  I  am 
glad  to  see,  from  the  Question  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  he  assumes 
that  the  administration  of  the  Educational 
Code  will  in  the  next  Parliament  be  con- 
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tiiiuod  by  the  present  Government;  and,  mental  Committee  on  Brewers'  Li«  ol  ■> 

boUoving  that    tlii««    assumption  is  the  had  only  been  sent  in  that  mornin;:.  i\.\ 

correct  one,  I  will  to-nip^ht  hiy  upon  the  until  lie  saw  it  he  could  not  <*ay  whe:L  r 

Table  a  Minute,  by  which  the  applica-  it  was  one  which  ought  to  bo  present- 1 

tion  of  all  chanpjea,  or  proposed  changes,  to  the  House. 

will  bo  postponed  for  throe  months ;  and, 

therefore,  they  will  not  como  into  effect  TURKEY   \ND  GREECE— KE<TrFI<'\ 

ret^d\\X:SU''o?S.  e:  -^^o^'or  the  KHON-rlK.:. 

will,  therefore,  bo  "ample  time  for  the        The  ^[arquess    of  HARTIXGTuX  : 

discussion  of  the  matter.  I  wish,  Sir.  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen:i- 

man  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche^^juor   i 

AFGHANISTAN.  Question  of   which  I   have   not   givt-n 

Mr.    GOUELEY    asked   Mr.   Chan-  Notice,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  all. w 

cellor  of  the  Exchequer,   If  ho  will  be  ^^  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation  "i 

good  enough  to  inform  tho  House  how  it-     I  f^o  not  wish  to  move  tlie  adjours- 

far  tho  negotiations  for  peace  which  are  ™ent  of  the  House ;  but  if  it  be  n»X'^*. 

reported    to    have  been    instituted    bv  sary  I  will  do  so.     The  Question  t^S^t^ 

General  Roberts   with   the   Chief  ^fa"-  *?  an  answer  which  was  given  by  th-. 

homed  Jan.    have  been   successful,    or  riglit   hon.    Gentleman    yesterday  tu  a 

otherwise  ;  and,   if  ho  can  state   what  Question  put  by  my  hon.    Friend  tIjh 

prospects  there  are  of  an  early  tormina-  Member  for  Oxfordshire  (Mr.  Cartwri-bt 

tion  of  hostilities  in   the  various  Pro-  w»th  regard  to  the  Papers  on  the  subj*^  t 

vinces  of  Afghanistan,    and  the  terms  *>^  Greece.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 

upon  which  Her  ^ifajesty's  Government  ^8  reported   to  have   said   that  certain 

hope  to  conclude  peace  ?  Papers  for  which  my  hon.  Friend  askel 

The  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHE-  could  not  be  produced  at  pre.-ient,  ina- 

QUER  :  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  answer  much   as  they  referred  to  negotiation* 

the  last  part  of  the  Question  ;  but.  in  re-  still  pending.      In    the  debate  on  tho 

gard  to  the  first.  I  can  onlv  say  that  Address  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  went 

General  Sir  Frederick  Roberts  is  now  »"  considerable  detail  into  an  account  of 

taking  all  possible  steps  to  ascertain  the  ^^e  transactions  with  regard  to  the  Greek 

precise  state  of  affairs  at  Ghuznee.    The  Frontier ;  and  he  referred  in  his  speech 

Government,  however,  have  nothing  to  *<>  certam    proposals    which  had  been 

report   in   regard   to  negotiations  with  "^"^e   by  the^  Government   of   Fran-.o. 

Mahomed  Jan.  through  M.  Wadding^on,  on  the  19th  of 

December,  and  which  were  renewed  by 

THE  CJKXERAL  ELECTION— Gi>OD  KIM-  M.  de  Freycinet  on  the  7th  of  January. 

DAY— BANK  H<>LinAYS.  He  also  stated  that  Lord  Salisbury  had. 

Mk.     ALEXANDER     M' ARTHUR  i^^  the  course  of  January,  made  a  pro- 

asked  Mr.  Attornov  General.  Whothor.  f^""^  .^^T    *^^ ,  Intepational    European 

according  to  -  The^Bank  Holidays  Act.  ^  ^°^^>s«on.  which,  m  his  opinion,  would 

1871,"  34  Vic.  c.  17.  anv  busine.;  trans-  ?^'™  ^.  more  satisfactory  mode  of  bnng. 

acted  on  Eust.T  Monday  will  bo  K^iral  ?  ^"S-  ^^f,  °^f  «f ^  *«  a  conclusion ;  and  he 

The  CHANCELLOR*  of  the  EXCHE-  f.'^^^^  *^«  j^^  7^^,^^  ,^  *^**?  "£R«^»*- 

/^T'l^-o   •  1         -11  •  «<         1  tions  would  be  indicated  in  the  Papers 

QI  ER.  m  reply,  said,  he  was  mtonnod  i,  ^  *i    *    u    i  •  j  .        -.i.    rr  iui       o- 

.i»«4.  *i  .  T>  .n  ►**  •a-i      ♦     4'     ♦    i>«„i-  ^'nortlv  to  be  laid  upon  the  Table.    ^inc« 

that  tho  liiillot  Act  did  not  ri'tiT  to  l>aiik  ^i    ^  .?  ^       r\    ^a-        i_         v  . 

n^r  3  1    »       1  1    3    1  o      3  that  time,  two  Uuestions  have  been  pat 

olidays,   but  only  oxrludol  Nundays,  ,     .r      xr  •    *  »     n      ***»*«■  ^  v     w * 

rii^:.t«.o^  1^,*.   l"^^^   v^;i»,.    ««  i    »\,^-  to  Her  Majesty  s  GroTemment  by  Mem- 

I.  anstmas  i»ay,  Itoou   rnday.  ana  any  i  .^r     .<      *^i_    tt  -i     *i 

davs  set  apart'tor  puMio  fast'or  thank;,  ^^f*  ?»  ^^''  a^VI^  F*"^'  T'^^lc 

giving.    It  dia  not  appear  that  Section  r.  P;>'°t">!?-  «!>d  intended  to  point    to  the 

V**  •!,     ij     ^    ir  r  3         %  *  •     «      1  apors  referred   to  by  the  riffht  hon. 

oi  The  liaiik  Holidays  Act  in  anyway  .^  *.,  ,  .t         ^  i.-  l 

,,„„i: .  1  t  ^  ,1  ^  .•;  .«  -    '  '        '  LTontloman.  and  the  answers  which  wen? 

^  ^  CI  von  have  been  such  as  to  lead  lu  to 

IMlKAVnis-  i.ur.N\  rs  -UKr^KT  of  THK  ^-4^^=^^-  that  as  soon  as  the  Papers  were 

inaWKlMLNrAL  coMMIITKK  <-^^f<^^^  they  would  be  laid  upon  the 

I  lablo.  and  that  the  Correspondence  re- 
in reply  to  Mr.  W.  E.  Foksiek.  leLZiu-j:  to  those  matters   would  be  in- 

The  CHANCKLLOK  or  niE  EXCHE-  Llu-i^i.     Tho  right  hon.  Gentleman  i% 

UVEK  said.  :ho  Koport  oi  tho  Dopan-  .  however,  reported  to  have  said  yeeterdty 
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that  these  Papers,  for  the  production  of 
which  my  hon.  Friend  asked,  related  to 
negotiations  which  have  not  been  con- 
cluded, and  therefore  could  not,  in  ac-. 
cordance  with  the  usual  practice,  be  pro- 
duced. The  Question  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is.  Whether  he  ad- 
heres to  that  answer ;  and  whether  we 
are  to  understand  that  until  these  nego- 
tiations are  brought  to  a  conclusion — 
whioh  the  House  will  see  may  be  a  very 
long  time — wo  are  to  have  no  further 
information  than  that  which  is  contained 
in  the  Greek  Papers  already  presented  ? 
If  so,  I  think  the  House  is  entitled  to 
some  explanation  why  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  referred  in  his  speech,  con- 
trary to  the  usual  practice,  to  Papers 
which  he  was  not  prepared  to  lay  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QIJES :  I  have  referred  back  to  what  T 
stated  in  the  debate  on  the  Address,  and 
I  see  that,  in  answer  to  some  observations 
that  had  been  made,  I  stated  the  general 
position  at  that  time  of  tlie  negotiations 
with  regard  to  the  Greek  and  Turkish 
Frontier.  There  had  been  some  mis- 
apprehension as  to  what  had  taken  place ; 
and  in  order  to  state  what  the  case  was, 
I  informed  the  House  that  the  matter 
had  been  latelv  under  the  discussion  of 
the  Greek  and  Turkish  Commissioners 
at  Constantinople,  and  that  the  details 
would  be  contained  in  Papers  that  would 
be  very  soon  presented  to  the  House.  I 
then  said  that  the  first  meeting  was 
held  on  the  7th  of  November,  and  that 
other  meetings  were  from  time  to  time 
suggested,  but  were  put  off  until  the 
29th  of  December,  at  which  time  the 
Conference  seemed  to  have  come  to  an 
end.  In  the  meanwhile,  on  the  1 9th  of 
December,  M.  Waddington  communi- 
cated to  Her  Majesty *fi  Crovernment  the 
proposal  of  a  line  of  Frontier  which  ho 
recommended,  and  that  proposal  was 
submitted  to  the  other  Great  Powers.  I 
then  explained  what  took  place  in  con- 
sequence of  the  resignation  of  the  Frcncli 
Ministry;  and  I  stated  that  M.  do  Frey- 
cinet  had  informed  Lord  Lyons  that  the 
French  Government  adliored  to  M.  Wad- 
ding^n's  proposal,  and  that  Lord  Salis- 
bury had  since  dirtcussod  the  matter  with 
the  French  Ambassador,  and  that  tho 
result  would  bo  frnind  in  oiio  of  tho 
Papers  which  would  bo  prosontr'd  to  tho 
House,  in  which  Lord  Salisbury  ox- 
pressed  himsolf  in  favour  (^f  procoodiiig 


by  an  International  European  Commis- 
sion. I  stated  that  the  matter  would  be 
more  clearly  shown  by  Papers  which 
would  be  laid  upon  the  Table ;  and  I 
probably  led  the  House  to  suppose 
that  in  the  first  Paper  that  would  be 
presented  those  proceedings  would  be 
included.  I  can  hardly  say  from  memory 
whether  it  was  in  my  mind  that  that 
would  be  the  case,  or  whether  it  would 
be  possible  to  lay  on  the  Table  the 
Papers  containing  all  those  proceedings. 
That  was  stated  on  the  5th  of  February ; 
but,  four  days  afterwards,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Birmingham  (Mr.  Chamberlain) 
put  a  Question  to  me  when  the  Papers 
promised  with  reference  to  the  Gbeek 
Question  would  be  laid  upon  the  Table : 
and  in  answer  to  that  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  said 
they  were  in  print,  and  would  be  issued 
soon ;  but  active  negotiations  were  at 
present  going  on  between  the  Powers. 
Therefore,  it  would  be  impossible  to  lay 
the  Papers  on  the  Table  until  the  nego- 
tiations were  terminated.  That  is  in 
accordance  with  the  general  practice, 
that  whilst  negotiations  are  going  on 
Papers  with  reference  to  them  ought  not 
to  be  presented,  and  especially  that  they 
could  not  be  presented  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  French  and  other  Go- 
vernments concerned  in  the  matter.  I 
had  thought,  when  speaking  in  February, 
that  we  might  have  been  able  to  bring 
the  matter  to  such  a  point  that  the 
Papers  could  all  have  been  laid  together, 
and  that  the  negotiations  would  have 
been  sufficiently  advanced  for  that  pur- 
pose. But  when  we  were  pressed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Birmingham  the 
Foreign  Office  found  it  impossible  to  lay 
on  the  Table  those  which  were  connected 
with  negotiations  that  were  then  pend- 
ing ;  and  the  result  has  been  that,  in 
order  not  to  delay  information  which 
could  bo  presented  to  the  House  with 
regard  to  that  part  of  the  proceedings 
which  had  terminated,  we  laid  Papers 
bringing  the  matter  down  to  the  end  of 
last  year ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  in- 
clude in  those  Papers  the  l*apers  that  had 
roferonco  to  tho  new  negotiations  which 
were  taken  up  on  the  basis  suggested 
by  Lord  Salisbury.  That  is  the  expla- 
nation of  any  dis<Tepancy  that  may  ap- 
prar  in  tho  answers  that  have  been  given 
on  tho  subject. 

TuK  MAK(iUEss  OF   IIARTINGTON  : 
1  do  not  wiHh  to  be  unduly  pertinacious 
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in  this  matter ;  but  I  wish  to  make  an  | 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  as 
no  representative  of  the  Foreign  Office 
is  present,  to  impress  upon  the  Foreign 
Office  to  give  as  soon  as  possible  so  much 
of  the  Papers  relating  to  these  negotia- 
tions as  may  be  possible.  We  know 
very  well  that  Papers  are  frequently 
produced  bearing  upon  negotiations  be- 
fore those  negotiations  are  absolutely 
and  finally  concluded.  Now,  the  Papers 
which  have  been  presented  contain  no 
information  whatever  as  to  the  negotia- 
tions with  regard  to  Greece  which  have 
passed  between  the  Powers.  They  are 
simply  a  record  of  the  abortive  negotia- 
tions which  took  place  between  the 
Turkish  and  Greek  Commissioners.  It 
is  quite  evident  that  when  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  spoke  on  the 
5th  of  February  he  did  not  have  it  in 
his  mind  that  any  public  inconvenience 
could  be  caused  by  the  production  of 
these  despatches.  If  it  had  been  other- 
wise, he  would  not  have  referred  to 
Papers  which  he  was  not  prepared  to 
lay  upon  the  Table.  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  also,  that  although  the  nego- 
tiations may  not  have  been  entirely  con- 
cluded, and  although  some  Papers  can- 
not possibly  be  produced,  it  would  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Foreign  Office,  before 
the  new  Parliament  re-assembles,  to 
give  some  information  as  to  what  has 
taken  place.  I  only  press  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  make  inquiry  as  to  whether 
some  information  cannot  be  given  upon 
this  important  question. 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEE :  I  will  endeavour  to  ascertain 
from  the  Foreign  Office,  before  the 
House  meets  to-morrow,  whether  any  of 
the  Papers  could  at  this  stage  of  the  ne- 
gotiations be  produced. 

H.R.H.  THE  PRINCESS  FREDERICA  OF 

HANOVER. 

Mr.  E.  JENKINS  wished  to  ask  a 
Question  with  reference  to  the  Ka'tn- 
mingen  Naturalization  Bill,  the  object 
of  which  naturalization,  he  understood, 
was  to  enable  the  Baron  de  Hammingen, 
a  foreigner,  to  marry  the  Princess  Frede- 
rica  of  Hanover.  The  Princess  Fred  erica, 
being  an  English  Princess,  required  to 
obtain  the  approval  of  Her  Majesty  in 
Council  to  this  marriage ;  and  he  wished 
to  know,  Whether  it  was  intended  that 
any  proposition  would  be  submitte<l  to 

77'^  ^^nrqffe.f*  of  ITfirfififf^nn 


the  House  in  the  nature  of  a  demand 
for  a  dower  for  the  Princess  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  ofthi  EXCHE- 
QUEE:  That  is  a  Question  which  should 
not  be  put  without  Notice ;  but  I  should 
say  certainly  not. 

Mb.  E.  JENKINS :  I  will  repeat  the 
Question  to-morrow,  if  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  gives  only  his  own 
opinion.  

The  CH ANCELLORop  the  EXCHE- 
QUER: It  had  better  be  put  on  the 
Paper. 

ORDERS     OF    THE    LA  7. 


PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS  AXD 

CX)RRUPT  PRACTICES  (No.  2)  BHJ-. 

(Jfr.  Attorney  Genenl,  Mr.  Soiia'tor  General.) 

[bill   107.]      THIBD   BBADDTO. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'<  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." — (i/r.  Attorney  0$neral,) 

Mb.  ANDEHSON  Baid,  he  oonld  not 
let  this  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  with- 
out congratulating  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  the  great  aucoees  of  him- 
self and  his  Party  in  constitating  them- 
selves the  champions  of  legalized  cormp- 
tion.  At  the  last  General  Election 
''  Bible  and  beer "  served  the  Confler- 
vatives  well  as  a  Party  cry.  They  could 
now  go  to  the  country  with  the  new  cry 
— "  Cabs  and  corruption." 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  jmcm^. 

CUSTOMS  AND  INLAND  REVENTE 
BILL— [Bill  111.] 
(Mr,  Raiku,  Mr,  Chanetlhr  of  the  Exehtpur, 
Sir  Henry  Selwin^Ibbeteom,) 

THIBD  BBADnrO. 

Order  for  Third  Beading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pnyposed, 
''  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  thini 
time."— (i/r.  Raikee.) 

Mb.  GREGORY  drew  attention  to  the 
incidence  of  the  probate  and  suoceesi^H^ 
duties,  observing  that  he  did  not  think 
that  when  the  whole  subject  was  care- 
fully inquired  into  real  property  wouW 
have  any  reason  to  shrinJc  from  the  in- 
vestipatiou.     There  were,  however,  cer* 
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tain  details  in  which  a  modification  of 
the  existing  rales  was  desirable. 

Mb.  J.  O.  HUBBAKD  expressed  the 
opinion  that,  amid  a  choice  of  diffi- 
culties, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  chosen  to  make  financial 
proposals  the  least  disturbing  to  the 
general  interests  of  the  country.  He 
trusted,  however,  that  the  whole  of  our 
financial  system  would  be  reviewed  in  a 
new  Parliament. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  complained 
that,  under  the  operation  of  the  Bill, 
the  incidence  of  the  tax  was  increased 
on  personal  property  only.  The  suc- 
cession duty  was  not  above  ^  per  cent 
of  the  annual  value  ;  whereas  the  pro- 
bate and  legacy  duties  together  were 
already  3  per  cent,  and  it  was  intended 
by  this  Bill  to  increase  them,  so  that 
they  would  be  something  like  3J^  per 
cent.  The  result  would  be  that  for  the 
future  personal  property  would  pay,  in 
the  shapp  of  probate  and  legacy  duty, 
seven  times  as  much  as  real  property. 
But  that  was  greatly  aggravated  by  the 
fact  that  leasehold  house  property  was 
treated  differently  from  freoliold,  and 
was  subject  to  probate  and  legacy 
duty.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, in  dealing  with  the  subject  in  this 
hasty  manner,  was  greatly  aggravating 
the  injustice  which  adready  existed  ;  and 
he  (Mr.  Shaw  Lefovre),  if  he  should 
have  the  honour  of  being  a  Member  of 
the  next  Parliament,  would  take  every 
opportunity  of  calling  attention  to  the 
grave  injustice  that  was  caused  and  ag- 
gravated by  this  Bill.  The  worst  of  the 
matter  was  that  this  was  not  a  mere 
temporary  tax.  They  could  not  increase 
the  probate  duty  without  making  a  per- 
manent addition  to  the  burdens  of  the 
country,  and  in  making  it  it  might  have 
been  possible  to  solve  some  of  the  ques- 
tions on  which  complaints  wore  made. 
He  should  protest  against  the  Bill  in  its 
present  shape,  and  against  the  course 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  taken  in  introducing  it  at  such  a 
period  of  the  Session. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEK  said,  ho  would  not  follow  the 
hon.  Member  for  Reading  (Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre)  into  the  questions  which  he 
raised  before  and  had  now  briefly  revived 
again.  He  admitted  that  there  were 
some  points  referred  to  by  tlie  lion.  Gen- 
tleman which  were  deserving:  of  consi- 
deration at  a  future  time.     With  regard 


to  certain  details  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Sussex  (Mr.  Gregory), 
his  hon.  Friend  had  communicated  with 
him.  He  was  aware  that  they  were 
matters  worthy  of  attention,  and  he 
would  be  glad  to  communicate  with  his 
hon.  Friend  to  see  what  could  be  done  to 
mitigate  the  inconvenience. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

m 

HYPOTHEC  ABOLITION  (SCOTLAND) 

BILL. 

lords'  AMENDHZmrS. 

Mr.  vans  AGNEW  moved  that  the 
Lords'  Amendments  be  agreed  to  forth- 
with. 

Sir  DAVID  WEDDEEBUEN  said, 
he  did  not  wish,  at  this  very  critical 
period  of  the  Session,  to  offer  any  oppo- 
sition ;  but  he  would  like  to  know  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  Lords'  Amend- 
ments ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  Wat- 
son) explained  that  they  only  rendered 
the  provisions  of  the  measure  more  clear, 
and  did  not  affect  its  principle  at  all. 
The  most  important  of  them  only  de- 
scribed more  clearly  what  would  be  the 
rights  of  a  tenant  upon  removal  or  eject- 
ment between  terms. 


Motion  agreed  to. 


House  adjourned  at  half 
after  Five  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 


Friday,  19M  2Iareh,  1880. 


MINUTES.]— Public  Bills— /"im^  Reading— 
National  Debt  • ;  Exchequer  Bills  and 
ItondH  •. 

Srcond  Heading — Committee  uegatired — Consoli- 
dalod  Fund  (Appropriation)  *  ;  Customs  and 
Inland  Kev(?nut'*;  Parliamentury  Elections 
and  C  orrujit  rractices  (No.  2)  (50). 

Committee.  —  Sottlrd  l^nd  {re-eomm.)  •  (32)  ; 
Cunvcyancinj^  and  I^iw  of  I*ropt»rty  (rr- 
comm. )  *  (33;,  dincharytd. 

Third  liiuduiij — Municii>al  Corporations  (Pro- 
p«rty  Qualili(ation  Abolition)*  (40);  Com- 
mon I^w  Procrduni*  and  Judicature  Acts 
Amvndmtnt  *  (51);  Blind  and  Deaf-Mute 
Children  ♦  (62),  and  patted. 
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Jiot/al  Assmt  —  Beer  Dealers  Retail  Licences 
[43  Vict.  c.  6];  Road  Debts  on  Entailed 
Estates  (Scotland)  [43  Vict.  c.  7] ;  Artizans 
Dwellings  Act  (1868)  Amendment  Act  (1879) 
Amendment  [43  Vict.  c.  8] ;  East  India  Loan 
(East  Indian  Railway  Debentures)  [43  Vict. 
c.  10] ;  India  Stock  (Powers  of  Attorney) 
[43  Vict.  c.  Ill ;  Army  Discipline  and  Regu- 
lation (Annual)  [43  Vict.  c.  9] ;  Rammingen's 
Naturalization  [43  Vict.  c.  ij. 


PARLIA]MENTARY    ELECTIONS    AND 
CORRUPT  PRACTICES  (No.  2)  BILL. 

{The  Lord  President.') 
(XO.  50.)       SECOND    READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Eead- 
ing,  read. 

YiscorNT  CEANBEOOK,  in  moving 
that  the  Bill,  which  had  just  come  up 
from  the  Commons,  be  now  read  a 
second  time,  said,  it  was  rendered  neces- 
sary by  a  doubt  as  to  the  existing  law  in 
respect  of  the  conveyance  of  voters  to 
the  poll.  Its  object,  therefore,  was  to 
make  legal  the  use  of  conveyances  in 
boroughs  at  Parliamentary  elections.  It 
made  no  other  change  in  the  law  beyond 
introducing  into  Scotland  the  same  de- 
claration with  regard  to  personation 
which  existed  in  England. 

Moved,  ' '  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2\'' 
— (^The  Viscount  Cranhrook,) 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEELEY  said, 
this  was  an  objectionable  Bill.  It  did 
not  apply  to  Ireland  and  Scotland,  and 
it  was  one  which  ought  not  to  be  pressed 
through  for  this  country  in  the  last  days 
of  the  Parliament,  seeing  that  it  made  a 
most  important  change  in  the  law.  It 
was  stated  that  the  object  of  the  Bill 
was  to  enable  people  to  go  to  the  poll 
who  might  not  be  otherwise  able  to  do 
so ;  but  it  was  singularly  anomalous 
that  while  this  provision  applied  to  Eng- 
land it  was  not  considered  necessary  in 
Scotland  or  Ireland.  If  there  was  any- 
thing objectionable  in  the  present  system 
of  election  it  was  the  expense,  and  this 
was  a  device  to  increase  the  expense.  If 
anything  was  necessary  to  be  done  in 
this  matter,  surely  the  proper  course 
would  have  been  to  make  the  existing 
law  more  strict.  The  objection  to  tliis 
Bill  was  not  merely  the  expense  to  which 
candidates  would  be  put,  but  that  tlio 
employment  of  conveyances  was  a  direct 
moans  of  influencing  votes.  He  could 
not  conceive  a  more  retrograde  or  objec- 
tionable step  than  that  whicli  was  taken 


by  this  Bill.  It  was  a  deliberate  attempt 
to  narrow  the  choice  of  constituencies, 
and  to  limit  them  to  the  selection  of  rick 
candidates ;  but,  in  his  opinion,  nothing 
could  be  worse  than  that  candidates 
should  be  rejected  merely  because  they 
were  poor.  It  was  to  be  regretted  that 
a  Bill  of  the  kind  should  have  been 
brought  in  at  the  tail  end  of  Parliament 
and  on  the  eve  of  a  Gheneral  Election. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  that  a  quorum 
of  their  Lordships'  House  bein^  only 
three  the  Bill  might  be  discussed;  but 
he  objected  to  it  on  different  grounds 
than  the  lateness  of  the  Session.  Noble 
Lords  might  attend  if  they  wished  to 
oppose  any  Bill. 

• 

Motion  agreed  to :  Bill  read  2*  accord- 
ingly ;  Committee  negatived;  and  Bill  to 
be  read  3*  on  Monday  next. 

INDIA— FACTORY   LEGISLATION. 
QT7ESTI0N. 

The  Earl  of  SHAFTE8BUEY  said, 
that  last  year  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  held  out  a  strong  hope  of  le- 
gislation in  India  on  the  subject  of 
the  women  and  children  employed  in  the 
mills  of  that  country.  He  wished  to  ask 
the  noble  Viscount  (Viscount Cranbrook), 
Whether  the  Gbvemment  of  India  has 
passed  any  measure  for  the  reeulation 
of  the  labour  of  women  and  chudren  in 
mills  and  factories  ? 

Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDEELEY 
said,  it  had  been  stated  in  the  pubhc 
prints  that  a  measure,  such  as  that 
which  had  been  asked  for  by  the  noble 
Earl,  had  been  before  the  Indian  Legis- 
lative Council,  but  that  it  had  been 
shelved,  owing  to  the  opposition  of  the 
unofficial  Members  of  the  Council.  The 
discussion  of  this  measure  was  an  in- 
stance of  the  necessity  of  having  Indians 
as  Members  of  that  Council,  as  their 
opinion  on  the  labour  of  women  and 
children  would  be  of  more  value  than 
that  of  Europeans. 

Viscount  CEANBEOOK,  in  reply, 
said,  ho  had  hoped  that  there  would 
have  been  legislation  on  the  subject  be- 
fore now.  The  noble  Earl  would  re- 
member that  when  he  (Viscount  Cran- 
brook) spoke  upon  the  subject  last  year 
ho  quoted  from  a  Minute  of  Sir  Eichanl 
Tom  pi  0,  and  at  that  time  he  was  under 
the  impression  that  a  Bill  was  to  be 
brought  in  for  the  Presidency  of  Bom- 
bay.    But  the  Bill  was  taken  up  in  No- 
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Tember  for  the  whole  of  the  country, 
and  it  was  sent  to  the  different  Oo- 
vernors  of  all  the  districts  of  India  in 
order  that  public  opinion  on  it  might  be 
ascertained.  It  came  back  to  the  Oo- 
vemor  General  in  Council  to  consider  as 
a  permissive  measure  which  the  Local 
Governments  might  adopt  or  not  as  thoy 
thought  fit.  It  was  then  referred,  in  the 
ordinary  course,  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Council,  which  Committee  changed  it 
to  a  compulsory  Bill.  Considerable  op- 
position was  then  raised  against  it,  and 
it  was  put  aside  with  the  view  of  its 
being  again  submitted  to  the  Local  Go- 
vernors of  the  districts.  He  regretted 
that  legislation  had  not  been  accom- 
plished; but  he  must  say  that  on  looking 
through  the  Bill,  and  taking  certain 
facts  into  consideration  which  had  since 
come  under  his  notice,  he  did  not  think 
it  was  one  which  would  be  applicable  to 
the  whole  country.  What  occurred  to 
him  was  this.  The  new  Governor  of 
Bombay,  Sir  James  Fergusson,  who  had 
been  Chairman  of  the  Factory  Commis- 
sion in  this  country,  and  who  was  as 
well  acquainted  with  these  subjects  as 
any  other  person,  had  not  yet  gone  over 
to  India.  He  would  confer  with  Sir 
James  Fergusson  before  he  did  go, 
with  a  view  to  securing  a  legislative 
measure  on  the  subject  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  Kvrl  of  SHAFTESBURY  felt 
much  obliged  to  the  noble  Viscount,  and 
was  quite  satisfied  with  the  assurance 
he  had  just  given.  Ho  should  be  quite 
content  if  legislation  on  the  matter  were 
commenced  in  Bombay. 

ARMY  (INDIA).-  UUKSTION. 

Lord  DOKCH  ESTER  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  Whether  it  is  true 
that— 

"  O^'ing  to  thf*  cuiiiplf  to  fiiiliiro  of  tin*  Ho- 
cmiting  Department  iind  tho  prospect  of  an 
etrly  campaign,  tho  Cfovurninont  of  India  in 
contenipliting  the  r(Nenli»tinent  of  the  Native 
Peniioncn  to  supply  the  ])L'icc  of  tlie  troops  de- 
•pfttched  to  the  front :  " 

and,  what  the  numbers  of  those  troops 
and  what  those  of  tho  Pensioners  are  V 

LiORO  DENMAN  moved  tho  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House,  that  he  might  be  iu 
Order,  and  said,  tho  noblo  Yi8<.'ouut  tho 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Viscount 
Cranbrook)  knew  that  ho  (Lord  Dou- 
num)  had  given  considerable  attention 
to  the  history  of  India ;  and  ho  must 

VOL.  rCLI.    [Tiiinn  serif.8.] 


remark  that  the  Army  of  that  country 
was  large,  and  that  although  the  tenets 
of  the  Mahomedan  Natives  of  Afghan- 
istan were  in  exact  accordance  with  the 
Turks,  yet  no  attempt  to  raise  a  Jehad 
ever  produced  any  effect  at  Constanti- 
nople. It  was  now  well  known  by  Ma- 
homedans  that  no  attempt  to  convert  by 
the  sword  wss  ever  made  by  English 
Forces,  and  that  although  under  the 
Mahomedan  creed  such  a  course  was 
formerly  considered  indispensable,  yet 
that  now  it  was  not  pursued  by  the 
Sultan.  The  proportion  of  Mahomedans 
in  Hindostan  was  of  40,000,000  to 
200,000,000 ;  but  it  had  been  truly  said 
by  Bernier  that  a  small  disciplined  army, 
such  as  Turcanis,  could  well  maintain 
itself  against  all,  and  the  conduct  of  Sir 
Frederick  Eoberts  and  of  statesmen  had 
turned  enemies  into  friends  in  India. 
Bernier  had  even  referred  to  the  retreat 
of  the  10,000  as  detailed  by  Xenophon. 
He  (Lord  Denman)  believed  that  the 
whole  of  India  would  be  better  defended 
from  Cabul  than  from  any  other  position, 
and  that  it  would  not  require  more 
troops  for  the  whole  of  Hindostan  than 
if  they  were  to  remain  in  the  south. 
Tho  embassy  of  Mount-Stuart  Elphin- 
stone  could  only  reach  Peshawur,  which 
was  then  part  of  Afghanistan;  and  he 
(Lord  Denman)  trusted  that  a  friendly 
feeling  might  be  re-established  amongst 
tho  Sirdars  and  different  Tribes,  who 
would  cease  from  their  intestine  dssen- 
sion,  if  a  strong  power  became  estab- 
lished. 

Moved f  '*  That  this  House  do  now  ad- 
journ."— {The  Lord  Denman,) 

Viscount  CEANBROOK  said,  that 
tho  Queution  of  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  given  him  private  Notice  was  one 
which  it  was  very  natural  he  (Lord 
Dorchester)  should  ask.  The  quotation 
iu  that  Question  was  from  a  newspaper 
which  had  made  certain  statements  in 
respect  to  tho  Army  in  Afghanistan  ;  but 
tho  noblo  Lord,  being  himself  an  old 
soldier,  must  Sfo  that  tho  present  re- 
cruiting could  not  very  much  affect  the 
immediate  campaign  in  Afghanistan. 
As  in  England,  so  in  India ;  a  recruit 
could  not  bo  sent  to  the  front  under  nine 
or  t(*n  months  of  preparation.  Nor  had 
he  any  reason  to  think  that  the  Armies 
of  Afghanistan  were  not  ali-suiiicient  for 
tho  puri)oses  which  they  were  intended 
to  fulfil.     On  the  contrary,  so  far  us  ho 
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was  informed,  they  were  in  an  hig^hly 
efficient  state  and  fit  f«>r  the  duties  they 
had  to  dischar^.  With  respect  to  the 
Question  of  the  noble  Lord,  therefore, 
he  was  able  to  answer  it  in  the  neg-ative. 
There  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any 
permanent  steps  would  be  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  more  recruits  than 
were  required  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, though  he  was  quite  willing  to 
say  that  recruiting  in  India  was  not  in 
the  condition  which  was  desirable,  and 
would  require  some  temporary  induce- 
ment, as  was  frequently  the  case  in  this 
country  in  time  of  war.  He  did  not 
mean,  however,  to  imply  that  there  was 
any  reason  to  suppose  that  a  permanent 
inaucement  was  required  to  promote  re- 
cruiting in  India;  and,  as  to  the  re- 
enlistment  of  Native  Pensioners  to  supply 
the  place  of  troops  despatched  to  the 
front,  he  could  only  say  that  the  Report 
was  quite  inconsistent  with  the  informa- 
tion which  he  had  received  from  India. 
It  was  not  contemplated,  nor  was  it  in- 
tended in  that  way  to  supply  any  tem- 
porary default  in  recruiting. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  with- 
drawn. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  past  Four 
o'clock,  to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 

before  Five  o'clock. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  I9th  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.!— PrsLic  Bills— rAirif  Reading— 
National  Debt  [116];  Exchequer  Bills  and 
Bonds  *  [1 16],  and  passed. 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter  after 
Three  of  the  clock. 

QUESTIONS, 

CUSTOMS  RE-ORGANIZATION— COL- 
LECTORS AT  OUTPORTS. 

Mr.  SULLIVAN  askod  the  Financial 
Secrotary,  Whether  the  Collectors  of 
Customs  ure  to  bo  included  in  the  scheme 
for  the  Ee-organization  of  the  Out-Ports; 

Viuounf  Cranhrook 


and,  if  not,  whether  anything  is  in- 
tended to  be  done  to  improve  thfir 
salaries  i 

Sib  HENHY  SELWIN-IBBETSON. 
in  reply,  said,  the  Collectors  of  Custom* 
would  not  be  affected.  There  was  nn 
intention  of  altering  the  present  5calt* 
of  salaries. 


THE  OXFORD  AST)  CA3IBRIDGE  BOAT 
RACE  AXD  THE  LONDON  STEAMBOAT 

COMPANY. 

Sib  QEOBGE  BOWYER  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for   the  Home  De- 
partment,   Whether   it   was  true   tbit 
three  powerful   steam-tugs  have   be«n 
specially  licensed  to  accompany  the  Boat 
Kace  on  the  20th,   and  whether  he  is 
aware  of  the  danger  likely  to  accrue 
therefrom  ;  and  whether,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  one  of  them    swamped,  latt 
Saturday,  a  twelye-oared  outrigger  be- 
longing to  the  London  Bowing  Club,  ha 
will  have  the  licences  cancelled  and  pre- 
vent the  tugs  from  accompanyiug  the 
race? 

Sib  MATTHEW  white  RIDIJT: 
Sir,  I  understand  that  the  usual  amoge- 
ments  have  now  been  made  with  the 
London  Steamboat  Company,  and  eteam 
tugs  will,  therefore,  not  be  used.  The 
police  authorities  do  not  license  ateam 
vessels  to  accompany  the  race.  Tbii 
matter  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy. 

H.  R.  H.  THE  PRINCESS  FBEDERICA  OF 

HANOVER. 

Mb.  E.  JENKINS  asked  Mr.  aan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whether  aoj 
demand  will  be  made  upon  Parliament 
for  any  grant  in  consequence  of  the 
marriage  of  the  Princess  Frederics  of 
Hanover  ? 

The  chancellor  or  the  EXCHE- 
QUEH :  No,  Sir.  There  is  no  foondi- 
tion  whatever  for  such  an  idea. 


PARLIAMENT— THE  PROROGATION. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  this  EXCH& 
QUER:  I  heg  to  move  that  the  House, 
at  its  rising,  do  adjourn  to  Wednesdf  J 
next.  I  believe  the  Prorogation  vill 
take  place  on  that  day,  and  therefors  I 
make  this  Motion. 

CoLoxKL  The  O'GOEMAN  MAHOV 
said,  that  he  presumed  he  would  be  is 
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Order  if  he  now  made  the  Motion  of 
which  he  had  given  Notice. 

Me.  SPEAKER:  The  Question  be- 
fore the  House  is  that  the  House  at  its 
rising  do  adjourn  until  a  particular  day. 
The  only  Amendment  which  can  bo 
mored  upon  that  Question  is  one  to  alter 
the  day  to  which  the  House  is  to  ad- 

1'oam.  The  Amendment  of  which  the 
ion.  and  gallant  Member  has  given  No- 
tice will  come  on  after  the  Order  of  the 
]Dftv 

CoLOWBL  The  O'GORMAN  MAHON 
aaid,  he  should  move  that  the  day  to 
which  it  was  proposed  that  the  House 
should  adjourn  should  be  altered  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  on  bis  Hesolu- 
tion.  it  would  have  been  perfectly  in- 
connstent  with  his  duty  if  he  had  per- 
mitted the  House  to  adjourn  without 
calling  its  serious  notice  to  the  extra- 
ordinary letter  which  had  been  addressed 
by  the  Prime  Minister 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  has  given  Notice  of  a  Mo- 
tion to  be  brought  forward  to-day.  That 
Motion  will  come  on  in  the  ordinary 
course  after  the  Orders  of  the  Day.  The 
hon.  and  pliant  Member  cannot  antici- 
pate that  Motion. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

Housp,  at  its  rising,  to  adjourn  till 
Wednesday  next. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners ; — 

The  House  went ;  —  and  being  re- 
turned ; — 

Mb.  speaker  reported  the  Royal 
Auent  to  several  Bills. 


FORM  AND  PRECEDENT— THE  SUM- 
MONS TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  PEEKS. 

Sib  GEORGE  BOWYKR  :  I  rise,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  Order,  and  I  desire  to  bring 
before  the  notice  of  the  IIouko  an  irro- 
gularity  which  has  occurred  in  tho  mes- 
SAgo  juitt  delivered  by  Black  Hod,  in  the 
hope  that  that  irregularity  may  not  bo 
drawn  into  a  precedent.  Tlio  Usher  of 
the  Black  Hod,  in  suninioniug  tho  House 
of  Commons,  (=aid,  just  now,  that  the 
Lords  ConimiffflionfrB  "required'*  tlie 
presence  of  the  Conini(»ns  in  the  House 
of  Lords  to  hear  the  Connuisbion  read. 
That  expression  is  one  which,  according 
to  the  Books,  has  bee  n  held  to  be  con- 


trary to  the  dignity  of  the  House.  The 
expression  which  he  should  have  used 
was  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  "  de- 
sired" the  presence  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  wish,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  ask 
you  to  state  from  the  Chair  whether  I 
am  right  on  this  point. 

Mr.  SPEAKEH  :  The  expression  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
may  have  been  made  use  of  by  Black  Hod: 
The  ordinary  expression  is — **  Desire  the 
attendance  of  this  House ; ''  but  I  am 
not  prepared  to -say  that  that  expression 
may  not  have  been  made  use  of  by  Black 
Hod.  

Sir  GEOHGE  BOWYEH:  I  can  state 
positively  that  the  word  used  was  '*  re- 
quire" and  not  '^  desire;"  and  I  should 
wish  you  to  state.  Sir,  whether  the  word 
should  not  be  **  desire." 

Mr.  DILLW  YN  :  I  can  certainly  con- 
firm what  has  been  said  by  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  that  the  expression  need 
was  '*  require  "  and  not  '*  desire," 
though  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that 
there  is  any  material  difference  between 
them. 

Mr.  SPEAKEH:  I  have  ah-eady 
stated,  in  answer  to  the  Question  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  county 
of  Wexford,  that  the  word  usually  used 
is  *' desire." 

ORDER   OF  THE  DAY. 


NATIONAL  DEBT  BILL.— [Bill  116.] 

{Mr.  JiaikfBf  Mr.    Chancellor  of  the   ExchequfTf 

Sir  Henry  Seltcin-Ibbetson.) 

THIRD   READING. 

Order  for  Third  Heading  read. 

The  CH  ANCELLOH  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER, in  moving  that  the  Bill  be  now 
read  the  third  time,  said,  he  desired  to 
correct  a  statement  which  he  had  made 
inadvertently  to  his  right  hon.  Friend 
tho  Member  for  the  City  of  London  (Mr. 
J.  G.  Hubbard)  tho  other  night  in  regard 
to  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  paid  on  the 
Terminable  Annuities  which  were  to  ex- 
tinguish, by  lb85,  the  £6,000,000  of 
Debt.  Hift  right  hon.  Friend  had  rather 
put  into  hiH  moutli  the  rate  of  ^J  per 
cent,  the  nniount  at  which  the  last  Ter- 
niinal»le  Annuitits  for  that  puvpoee  were 
ibbutd.  13ut,  on  a  careful  consideration 
of  the  matter  between  the  officers  of  the 
Treapury  and  th^  National  I>ebt  O-m- 
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missioners,  it  had  been  decided  that  the 
reasons  which  led  to  the  fixing  of  that 
rate  of  interest  on  previous  occasions  did 
not  apply  in  the  present  state  of  the 
market.  In  the  present  state  of  the 
money  market,  it  had  been  thought  that 
'S^  per  cent  was  the  proper  rate  of  in- 
terest to  be  fixed.  In  this  case  the 
eflfect  of  this  operation  would  be  that 
the  Annuities  to  extinguish  the 
£6,000,000  in  ten  half-yearly  pay- 
ments would  only  be  £1,320,000  a-year. 
There  would,  therefore,  be  a  smaller 
demand  on  the  new  Sinking  Fund,  and 
the  amount  of  the  Fund  applicable  to 
the  reduction  in  the  present  year  would 
only  be  £172,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." — {Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,) 

Mb.  LAING  wished  to  remind  the 
House  of  the  danger  which  might  arise 
in  times  of  commercial  depression  or 
panic  by  the  maintenance  of  a  large 
Floating  Debt.  He  thought  that  where 
the  policy  of  the  Government  neces- 
sitated the  occurrence  of  deficits  in  suc- 
cessive years,  these  deficits,  instead  of 
being  allowed  to  accumulate,  should  be 
wiped  off  by  new  taxation. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 

MOTION, 


IRELAND  —  THE  PRIME  MINISTER'S 
LETTER  TO  THE  LORD  LIEUTEX- 
ANT.— RESOLD  TION. 

Colonel  The  O'GOKMAN  MAHON, 
in  rising  to  move — 

*'  That  this  House  highly  disapproves  of  the 
attempt  of  the  Prime  ^linister  to  stir  up  feelings 
of  hatred  between  England  and  Ireland  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  an  election  cry  to  his 
followers,  and  regards  with  indignation  his  fla- 
grant misrepresentation  of  the  loyal  efforts  of 
the  Home  Rule  Party  to  extend  the  blessings  of 
constitutional  government  to  Ireland,** 

said,  he  had  counted  on  having  his  He- 
solution  seconded  by  his  noble  Col- 
league (Lord  Francis  Conyngham)  ; 
but  he  was  sure  both  sides  of  the 
House  would  hear  with  regret  that 
the  close  attention  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  given  to  his  Parliamentary  duties 
in  the  early  part  of  the  Session  had  so 
impaired  his  health  that  he  had  been 

Thf  ChfifitfJlor  of  the  JCxrheqfi(*r 


obliged  to  demand  leave  of  absence,  and 
to  repair  to  the  Continent,    where,  he 
regretted,  he  was  now  unable  to  leave 
his  room.     Deprived  of  such  a  Seconder. 
he  had  not  sought  for  another.     In  the 
condemnation  which  he  desired  to  pasi 
on  the  Representatives  of  the  Goveni- 
ment  he  wished  hon.  Gentlemen  vho 
usually  sat  on  his  side  of  the  House  to 
participate,  for  it  was  far  from  him  to 
give  exclusively  to  the  Tory  Party  the 
blame    which,   be    was    sorry  to    sav, 
should  be  shared  to  a  certain  extent  br 
others  as  well  as  the  Prime  Minister  and 
the  Leader  of  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House    on    the     Treasury    Bench.    A 
native  bard,  who  wanted  to  convey  hii 
ideas  of  what  the  respective  Parties  in 
the  House  happened  to  be  with  regard 
to  his  unfortunate  country,   expreiMd 
himself  in  these  words— 

"  Oh,  who  can  look  on  history's  damning  Ictt 
Where  Whiff  and  Tory — thief  oppoKed  to  thief. 
On  either  side  in  consdoua  ahame  are  wen. 
While  Ireland'a  form  hangs  crucified  betvcfn. 
Who,  Justice,  who,  auch  rival  rt^gucs  can  stt. 
But  flies  from  both  to  honesty  and  thee." 

Where  was  that  **  honesty  and  thee*'  to 
be  found  ?  Not  amonff  the  Whigs  or 
Tories  in  that  House.  He  believed  that 
honesty  and  justice  were  to  be  found  in 
the  people  of  England  and  Scotland, 
divested  of  that  taint  and  slime  which 
these  wretched  political  Parties  at- 
tempted to  cast  on  them.  He  beliered 
the  people  of  Ireland  bad  only  one 
chance — that  of  appealing  to  them.  He 
believed  that  they  ought  no  longer  to 
come  to  that  House  to  be  treated  with 
the  contumely  and  contempt  with  which 
he  had  seen  their  Petitions  treated  since 
he  came  into  that  House.  When  he 
wont  back  to  his  countrrmen  he  voold 
tell  them  no  longer  to  burden  Farlii- 
meot  with  their  Petitions,  but  to  relj 
upon  themselves,  to  concentrate  their 
energies,  and  to  look  for  honesty  and 
fair  treatment  from  the  people  of  Eiigland 
and  Scotland,  and  to  pay  no  heed  to  the 
wretched  squabbles  of  English  Parties, 
who  were  playine  shuttlecock  and  bat- 
tledore with  Ireland  until  ahe  at  last 
dropped  to  the  ground  and  remained 
hopeless  until  they  had  another  quarrel, 
and  again  raised  her  to  be  again  to«ed 
about.  That,  he  believed,  was  the 
proper  advice.  The  Premier  of  England 
had  issued  a  denunciation  of  what  was  a 
mild  construction  of  a  principle  which, 
more  than  half  a  century  ago,  whan  he 
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(Colonel  The  O'Gorman  Malion)  took 
his  place  in  the  House  of  Commons,  he 
had  advocated,  and  that  was  Kepeal  of 
the  Union.  What  was  the  answer  the 
Minister  of  the  day,  who  was  an  honest 
man,  gave  to  his  demand  ?  He  said — 
"  Prove  to  me  that  the  majority  of  your 
countrymen  are  in  favour  of  the  repeal 
of  the  Union,  and  I  then  shall,  as 
Minister  of  the  Crown,  deem  it  my  duty 
to  coansel  the  King  and  his  Ministers  to 
tftke  into  serious  consideration  the  de- 
mands of  the  maiority."  .  Then  there 
came  a  change.  The  Whigs  were  turned 
out,  and  they  forgot  their  promises,  and 
the  Tories  came  in,  and  they  had  given 
no  promise;  and  now,  how  did  the 
Minister  of  the  Crown  look  on  a  mild 
construction  of  that  original  demand, 
which  would  have  heen  recognized  half- 
a-century  ago  if  approved  of  by  a  majo- 
rity of  the  Irish  people  ?  They  saw  how 
he  treated  it  in  his  recent  Manifesto. 
This  country  of  England  had  been  fa- 
voured by  Providence  in  the  most  extra- 
ordinary manner,  and  no  one  who  looked 
on  the  pages  of  history  could  deny  it. 
Her  escapes  from  ruin  had  been  marked 
and  frequent.  He  had  no  need  to  tell 
the  House  of  the  fate  of  the  Spanish 
Armada,  destroyed  by  a  hurricane  ;  but, 
coming  home  to  our  own  time,  they  had 
in  1796  the  Minister  of  France  sending 
an  Expedition  from  Brest  under  G-eneral 
Hoche,  which  was  composed  of  17  sail 
of  the  line,  13  frigates,  15  transports, 
and  15,000  troops,  with  an  abundant 
supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  the 
patriots  of  Ireland.  That  Expedition 
met  the  same  fate  as  the  Spanish  Ar- 
mada, through  the  intervention  of  Pro- 
vidence. Six  thousand  troops  certainly 
got  into  Ban  try  Bay  ;  but  they  departed 
without  the  necessity  of  a  shot  being 
fired  by  the  British  troops.  Then  there 
was  the  Dutch  Expedition,  which  was 
detained  for  five  weeks  in  the  Texel  by 
contrary  winds;  and  the  other  French 
Expedition  which  landed  in  Killala,  and 
when  a  mere  handful  of  Frenchmen  de- 
feated all  the  Boyal  troops  that  happened 
to  be  in  the  country,  and  were  very 
nearly  coming  to  Dublin.  England, 
nevertheless,  thought  her  hold  upon 
Ireland  insecure,  and  hence  the  legis- 
lative Union — the  miscalled  Union  ; 
and  what  were  its  results?  That  Ire- 
land was  at  present  in  a  much  more 
dissatisfied  state  than  even  after  that 
disgraceful     Act    was    carried.     Who 


were  the  first  men  to  protest  against 
it?  The  Orange  Corporation  of  Dub- 
lin, then  not  only  exclusively  Protest- 
ants, but  Orangemen  of  the  worst  type. 
It  was  necessary,  perhaps,  to  explain  to 
the  House  that  the  Orangeman  who,  in 
England,  was  an  emblem  of  liberality, 
was,  in  Ireland,  an  emblem  of  bigotry 
and  intolerance,  as  if  it  were  an  ordi- 
nance of  Providence  that  there  should  be 
no  assimilation  whatever  between  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  The  two  nations  were 
of  a  different  race.  In  religion  and  in 
natural  feeling  there  was  nothing  in 
common  between  the  two  countries ;  and 
when  Parliament  took  upon  themselves 
to  tell  the  world  at  large  that  they  were, 
indeed,  competent  to  make  laws  for  Ire- 
land, and  that  they  knew  infinitely  better 
than  Irishmen  what  Ireland  wanted, 
they  displayed  an  arrogance  which  was 
really  intolerable — utterly  intolerable. 
He  was  standing  on  the  brink  of  the 
grave;  but  if  they  were  to  be  his  last 
words,  he  would  say  to  his  countrymen, 
never  submit  to  the  insults  of  the  Saxons, 
never  permit  them  to  domineer  over  you, 
but,  in  public  bodies  or  private  bodies,  by 
all  lawful  means,  resist  them  to  the  last. 
He  would  not  detain  the  House  longer. 
[Cries  of  **  Go  on !  "]  Well,  he  would 
occupy  two  minutes  more  by  telling  them 
what  was  the  meaning  of  Home  Rule. 
The  Press  of  England,  for  what  reason 
he  knew  not,  had  hitherto  concealed 
what  it  was.  This  demand  was  repre- 
sented as  a  demand  for  separation.  Such, 
however,  was  not  the  case.  Its  real 
meaning  might  be  gathered  from  a 
Manifesto  of  the  Home  Rule  League. 
That  Manifesto  stated  that  the  League 
was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
for  Ireland  the  right  of  self-government 
by  means  of  a  National  Parliament 
assembled  in  Ireland  composed  of  Her 
Majesty's  Lords  and  Commons,  with  the 
right  to  legislate  and  regulate  all  matters 
relating  to  the  internal  affairs  of  Ireland, 
and  to  have  control  over  Irish  resources 
and  revenue,  subject  to  the  obligation  of 
contributing  a  just  proportion  to  the 
Imperial  Exchequer.  It  proposed  to 
leave  the  Imperial  Parliament  power  to 
deal  with  all  questions  affectine  the 
Crown  and  the  Government  legislation 
aftectiug  the  Colonies  and  other  Depen- 
dencies, and  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  defence  and  the  stability  of  the  Em- 
pire at  large.  That  did  not  look  like 
severing  the   fortunes  of  Ireland  fn>iii 
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altogether  inappropriate,  both  on  account 
of  the  time  and  the  circumstances  in 
which  wo  stand,  that  any  question  of  the 
kind  now  under  consideration  should  be 
introduced  into  this  House.  I  confess 
that,  listening  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman,  I  was  very  much 

Suzzled  as  to  what  the  meaning  of  this 
emonstration  was;  but  when  I  heard 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Louth  (Mr.  Sullivan),  then,  in- 
deed, I  began  to  perceive  what  the 
animus  and  the  intention  were.  This, 
Sir,  is  an  electioneering  appeal ;  and  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member,  and  possibly 
some  of  his  Friends,  are  endeavouring 
from  the  platform  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  address  the  constituencies  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  to  do  a  stroke  of 
business  for  a  certain  political  Party.  I 
think  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Clare  spoke  on  this  subject  of  Home  Hule 
with  impartiality  as  far  as  the  two  great 
Parties  in  this  House  are  concerned. 
But  everybody  must  have  observed  the 
very  different  attitude  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Louth.  According 
to  him,  it  was  a  Conservative  Govern- 
ment that  was  to  blame  in  this  matter. 
It  was  that  Government  that  was  dashing 
the  cup  of  hope  from  the  lips  of  the  Irish 
people,  and  it  was  that  Government  that 
was  denying  an  inquiry  into  a  matter  of 
such  immense  importance  as  that  of 
Home  Rule.  As  we  could  not  but  re- 
mark that  ever}'  other  Party  was 
pointedly  excluded  from  the  observations 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  we 
are  led  to  believe  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  and  his  Friends  base 
their  hopes  of  success  on  giving  their 
political  support  to  some  other  Party. 
Sir,  I  admit  that  such  tactics  are  clever ; 
and  I  admit  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  makes  good  use  of  his  pre- 
sence in  this  House,  which  he  and  his 
Colleagues  are  continually  telling  us  they 
wish  to  separate  themselves  from. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENRY :  No,  no ! 
Not  separate  I     What  then  ? 

Colonel  The  O'GORMAN  MAHON 
said,  that  the  only  demand  which  he  and 
his  Friends  made  was  for  the  right  to 
legislate  for  their  own  domestic  affairs. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER :  I  believe  the  principle  is, 
**  What  is  yours  is  mine,  and  what  is 
mine  is  my  own."  This.  I  believe, 
could  be  taken  as  the  short  and  simple 
motto  of  the  Home  Rule  Party ;  at  any 
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rate,  it  is  not  the  motto  we  are  inclir.«^l 
to  accept.  We  do  conscientiously  think 
that  this  demand  ought  to  be  resi&ted  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  likely  to  bo  in- 
jurious to  the  interests  of  the  natina. 
and  particularly  injurious  to  the  inter^t^ 
of  Ireland.  We  may  be  wrong  in  our 
views,  and  others  may  have  sounder 
views  on  this  matter  than  ourselves ;  and. 
if  so,  they  are  perfectly  at  liberty  to  put 
them  forward.  But  whether  we  are 
right  or  wrong,  I  say,  unhesitatin^i^lv. 
looking  to  the  effect  of  such  a  measure 
as  is  proposed,  that  it  is  not  a  measure 
to  be  played  and  trifled  with,  or  one 
with  regard  to  which  anyone  has  the 
right  to  come  forward  and  say  that  he 
distrusts  and  dislikes  it,  but  will,  never- 
theless, make  it  a  subject  of  inquirr. 
This  is  a  very  clever  electioneering  moTe, 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 
put  excellent  arguments  into  the  months 
of  those  whom  he  wishes  to  use  them ; 
but  we  are  not  to  be  taken  in,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  nation  is  not  to  be  taken  in,  bj 
such  sophistry.  Although  we  quite  ac- 
knowledge the  ingenuity  with  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  spoken, 
we  do  not  think  his  tactics  upon  this  pre- 
sent occasion  will  meet  with  any  suocev 
in  the  electioneering  contest  upon  which 
we  are  about  to  enter. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENRY  roae  to 
address  the  House,  when 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  wen 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  not  being  present, 

House  adjourned  at  a  quaiUr 

after  Fiva  o'clock  t31 

Wcdnoadaj  next. 


HOUSE     OF     L0BD8, 
Monday,  22nd  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.]  — 5fl*  Firtt  in  PdWiViMm/— The 
Karl  of  Winton,  after  the  death  of  hia  fiitber. 

PuHLic  Bills  —  Seamd  Seadim^  —  C^mmittm 
twiatived— Third  XemditMShtionMi  Debt*: 


Exchequer  Billa  and  Bonda 

Third  Meaditiff—ConKilidated  Fond  (Approprii- 
tion)*;  Customa  and  Inland  Berwas*: 
Parliamentary  Eleotiona  and  Coampt  nic- 

ticos  (Xo.  2)  (50),  and|MMnf. 
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ing  throughout  England  that  what  the 
Iriflh  people  asked  was  only  just;  but 
how  had  their  demand  been  met    by 
the  Government?      By    a    declaration 
that  England  would   not    reason  with 
them — she   would    only    strike.      Lord 
Beaconsfield  said  he  would  not  even  in- 
quire.   He  could  not  rise  to  the  Christian 
height  of  saying — **  Let  justice  be  done, 
though  the  heavens  should  fall."      He 
would  have  his  own  way,  and  there  was 
no  chance  for  the  Irish  people,    even 
though  in  the  attempt   to  check  these 
chances  he  imperilled  the  Empire.   The 
American  Colonies  had  teen  lost  by  the 
same  doctrines  as  those  which  appeared 
in  the  Beaconsfield  Manifesto,  and  Ca- 
nada had  only  been  retained  because  she 
got  Home  Bale.      The  Prime  Minister 
himself  was  the  real  dismemberer  of  the 
Empire,  for  he  imperilled  it  by  trying 
to  hold  Ireland  as  the  American  Colonies 
were  sought  to  be  held.      The  English 
people  were  told  that  Home  Rulers  were 
traitors  to  their  Queen  and  country.     If 
that  was  so,  the  Government  which,  like 
the  present  Government,  refused  to  re- 
move such  traitors  from  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, from  the  lord  lieutenancy  of  coun- 
ties, and  from  the  commission   of    the 
peace,  were  the  blackest  traitors  of  all. 
What  was  the  meaning  of  the  Premier's 
Manifesto  ?  It  was  to  teach  Englishmen, 
if  he  could,  that  the  country  was  struck 
at  by  the  Home  Rule  Party  ;  and  if  lie 
could  succeed  in  convincing  them  that 
their  trade  and  prosperity  would  be  in- 
jured, it  would  rouse  the  English  work- 
ing classes  to  hunt  the  unhappy  Irish- 
men out  of  their  towns.     Lord  Beacons- 
field,  however,  had  spoken  too  late.  He 
could  not  teach  that  lesson  to  tlio  work- 
ing men  of  England ;    for,   thank  God, 
the  days  had  gone  by  when   passions 
could  be  roused  between  race  and  race 
and  creed  and  creed.      Undeterred  by 
the  threats  of  Lord   Beaconsfield,    who 
wanted  to  come  back  to   power  on   an 
anti-Irish  cry,  the  Irish   Members   in- 
tended to  hold  fast  by  the  Home  Rule 
policy,  to  press  the  demands  of  Ireland, 
and  to  appeal  to  the  impartial  judgment 
of  the  English  people.      There  was  an 
honourable  name  to  be  won  by  any  Irish 
Member   who   at   home    would   do    all 
in    his  power    to  discountenance    vio- 
lence, while  in  the  House  of  Commons 
he  asserted  with  courage  and  fortitude 
tka  claims  of  his   countrymen   to  self 
bgUation. 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  this  Houso  hiprhly  disapproves  of  the 
attempt  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  stir  up  feel- 
ings of  hatred  between  England  and  Ireland 
for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  an  election  cry  to 
his  followers,  and  regards  with  indignation  his 
flagrant  misrepresentation  of  the  loyal  efforts  of 
the  Home  Rule  party  to  extend  the  blessings  of 
constitutional  government  to  Ireland." — (Colonel 
The  0' Gorman  Mahon.) 

The  CHAJSrCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEIt :  Sir,  I  think  it  will  seem  strange 
to  many  that,  on  the  occasion  of  the  last 
Sitting  of  a  Session  of  Parliament  which 
has  been  specially  devoted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Irish  distress  and  the  mea- 
sures to  be  taken  for  its  relief,  language 
should  be  employed  and  harangues  de- 
livered such  as  those  we  have  just 
listened  to.  As  far  as  regards  the  ob- 
servations of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  Clare  (Colonel  the  O'Gorman 
Mahon),  everyone  must  have  listened  to 
them  with  the  feeling  which  is  due  to 
one  of  his  advanced  years,  who  comes 
back,  after  many  years  experience  and 
political  life,  to  tell  us  that  he  now  finds, 
under  a  new  name,  that  agitation  re- 
newed of  which  he  remembers  the  early 
days  under  the  name  of  the  Bepeal  of 
the  Unicn.  We  could  not  but  listen 
with  feelings  of  interest  to  many  of  tho 
reminiscences  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman,  knowing  that  w^e  were 
listening  to  one  who  has  had  the  ex- 
perience of  years  upon  his  head.  But 
when  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman, 
passing  from  tho  region  of  history,  went 
on  to  the  region  of  prophecy,  one  could 
not  but  feel  that  there  was  something 
singularly  inappropriate  in  the  reference 
he  made  to  the  possible  sound  of  that 
gun-boat  which,  as  he  tolls  us,  is  to  be 
the  introductory  signal  of  the  advent  of 
a  Koyal  Prince  to  Ireland  for  the  pur- 
pose of  declaring  the  institution  of  a 
National  Parliament.  Sir,  if  gun-boats 
are  indeed  employed  upon  the  coasts  of 
Ireland,  it  is  for  tho  relief  of  distress, 
and  not  for  the  purpose  of  givinj?  the 
signal  of  insurrection ;  and  if  a  lloyal 
Prince  islikelv  to  visit  the  coasts  of  Ire- 
land  it  would  be  rather,  I  think,  on  a 
mission  of  charity  and  friendliness  than 
on  the  one  to  which  the  lion,  and  gallant 
Member  refers.  I  will  say  but  little  of 
the  observations  of  tho  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman.  I  appreciate  entirely  tho 
spirit  in  which  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  speaks ;  but  my  right  hon. 
Friends    and   myself   think    that   it   is 
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altogether  inappropriate,  both  on  account 
of  the  time  and  the  circumstances  in 
which  we  stand,  that  any  question  of  the 
kind  now  under  consideration  should  be 
introduced  into  this  House.  I  confess 
that,  listening  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman,  I  was  very  much 

Suzzled  aa  to  what  the  meaning  of  this 
emonstration  was;  but  when  I  heard 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Louth  (Mr.  Sullivan),  then,  in- 
deed, I  began  to  perceive  what  the 
animus  and  the  intention  were.  This, 
Sir,  is  an  electioneering  appeal ;  and  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member,  and  possibly 
some  of  his  Friends,  are  endeavouring 
from  the  platform  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  address  the  constituencies  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  to  do  a  stroke  of 
business  for  a  certain  political  Party.  I 
think  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Clare  spoke  on  this  subject  of  Home  Hule 
with  impartiality  as  far  as  the  two  g^eat 
Parties  in  this  House  are  concerned. 
But  everybody  must  have  observed  the 
very  different  attitude  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Louth.  According 
to  him,  it  was  a  Conservative  Govern- 
ment that  was  to  blame  in  this  matter. 
It  was  that  Government  that  was  dashing 
the  cup  of  hope  from  the  lips  of  the  Irish 
people,  and  it  was  that  Government  that 
was  denying  an  inquiry  into  a  matter  of 
such  immense  importance  as  that  of 
Home  Kule.  As  we  could  not  but  re- 
mark that  every  other  Party  was 
pointedly  excluded  from  the  observations 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  we 
are  led  to  believe  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  and  his  Friends  base 
their  hopes  of  success  on  giving  their 
political  support  to  some  other  Party. 
Sir,  I  admit  that  such  tactics  are  clever ; 
and  I  admit  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  makes  good  use  of  his  pre- 
sence in  this  House,  which  he  and  his 
Colleagues  are  continually  telling  us  they 
wish  to  separate  themselves  from. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  HENEY :  No,  no ! 
Not  separate  !     What  then  ? 

Colonel  The  O'GORMAN  MAHON 
Haid,  that  the  only  demand  which  he  and 
his  Friends  made  was  for  the  right  to 
legislate  for  their  own  domestic  affairs. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEH :  I  believe  the  principle  is, 
^ '  What  is  yours  is  mine,  and  what  is 
mine  is  my  own."  This.  I  believe, 
could  be  taken  as  the  short  and  simple 
motto  of  the  Home  Bule  Party ;  at  any 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 


rate,  it  is  not  the  motto  we  are  inclinel 
to  accept.  We  do  conscientiously  think 
that  this  demand  ought  to  be  resisted  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  likely  to  bo  in- 
jurious to  the  interests  of  the  nation, 
and  particularly  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  Ireland.  We  may  be  wrong  in  our 
views,  and  others  may  have  sounder 
views  on  this  matter  than  ourselves ;  and. 
if  so,  they  are  perfectly  at  liberty  to  put 
them  forward.  But  whether  we  are 
right  or  wrong,  I  say,  unhesitatingly, 
looking  to  the  effect  of  such  a  measure 
as  is  proposed,  that  it  is  not  a  measure 
to^  be  played  and  trifled  with,  or  one 
with  regard  to  which  anyone  has  the 
right  to  come  forward  and  say  that  he 
distrusts  and  dislikes  it,  but  will,  never- 
theless, make  it  a  subject  of  inquiry. 
This  is  a  very  clever  electioneering  move, 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has 
put  excellent  arguments  into  the  months 
of  those  whom  ne  wishes  to  use  them; 
but  we  are  not  to  be  taken  in,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  nation  is  not  to  be  taken  in,  by 
such  sophistry.  Although  we  auite  ac- 
knowledge the  ingenuity  with  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  spoken, 
we  do  not  think  his  tactics  upon  this  pre- 
sent occasion  will  meet  with  any  success 
in  the  electioneering  contest  upon  which 
we  are  about  to  enter. 

Mb.  MITCHELL  HENEY  xt)se  to 
address  the  House,  when 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  wa« 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  not  being  present, 

Uouae  adjourned  at  a  quaitcr 

after  Five  o'clock  tiU 

Wednesday  neit. 


HOUSE     OF     LOBDS, 
Monday,  22nd  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.J  — 5flr  First  m  PaWiViiiwn/— Tbe 
Earl  of  W  intoziy  after  the  death  of  hie  father. 

Public  Bills  —  Sfeond  Readinp  —  Committn 
net/at  iced— Third  J?««ifiNy— National  Debt^; 
Exchequer  Bills  and  Bonds*,  and  jnmW. 

Third  J?(rff</iwy— ConHolidated  Fund  (Appropiia- 
tion)  *  ;  Customs  and  Inland  kerenne  *  : 
Parliamontarv  Electiona  and  Ourupt  Pnc- 

ticc8  (No.  2)  (.50).  Kud  putted. 


'iammUmrif  Eheiiom,     (March  22,  1880]        ^e.  (No,  2)  Bill.  1234 

Lord  DENMAN  moved  that  the  BUI 
be  read  a  third  time  that  day  three 
months,  saying  that  it  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Ballot  Act  that  any  ex- 
penses should  be  incurred  for  the  con- 
veyance of  voters  ;  and  the  retention  of 
the  clause  for  allowing  expenses  in 
Cricklade,  Aylesbury,  East  Retford,  and 
Shoreham,  could  do  no  harm ;  while 
allowing  candidates  to  pay  conveyance 
expenses,  in  places  distant  from  each 
other,  might  be  very  inconvenient.  And 
as  the  Ballot  Act  would  expire  only  at 
the  end  of  December,  1880,  he  hoped 
that  the  Government  would  not  renew 
this  Bill  only  till  1881.  when  the  Ballot 
Act  would  expire.  He  believed  that  all 
Election  Petitions  might  be  disposed  of 
before  December,  1880.  He  believed 
that  voters  might  be  conveyed  by  one 
candidate  and  vote  for  his  opponent. 


STAKDIKa   ORDERS. 

at  the  Standing  Orders  relating  to 
•osiness  of  the  House  (together  with 

additions  thereto),  as  re-arranged 
lended  to  the  consideration  of  the 
0  Select  Committee  on  the  Office  of 
the  Parliaments  and  the  Office  of 
lan  Usher  of  the  Black  liod,  be 
he  Standing  Orders  of  the  House  ; 

agreed  to :  Ordered,  that  the  said 
iers  he  printed.     (No.  66.) 

HEALTH— TRICHINOSIS— 
3L   SHIP   "CORNWALL." 

QUESTION. 

HUELOW  asked  the  Lord 
Vhether  he  is  yet  able  to  give 
ation  respecting  the  reported 
>f  trichinosis  in  January  last 
:he  reformatory  school  ship 
,"  lying  off  Purfleet,  on  the 

lEAUCHAMP:  Mr.  Power 
3ted  by  the  Local  Government 
November,  as  the  noble  Lord 

to  make  inquiry  as  to  an 
tbreak  of  ** fever**  on  board 
i//.  He  found  that  among 
there  had  been  43  cases  of 
ith  one  death.  In  the  course 
laborious  inquiry,  he  found 
»  in  the  history  of  the  out- 
led  him  to  doubt  whether  the 
^as  any  of  the  usual  fevers  of 
ry,  and,  with  the  object  of 
lese  doubts  and  of  throwing 
>n  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
f  the  boy  who  had  died  was 
nd  8ubjectedto/;o«^-mor/0mex- 

It  was  found  that  the  body 
d  with  trichinre,  but  gave  no 
»f  **  fever  "  in  the  common  ac- 
f  the  word.  Further  review 
)le  history  led  to  the  conclu- 
le  whole  outbreak  had  been 
same  disease— trichinosis.  A 
Beport  on  the  entire  subject 
^tcall  outbreak  has  been  made 
seer,  and  it  is  now  with  the 
ith  the  view  of  being  laid  upon 


'.NTARY       ELECTIONS      AM) 
T  PRACTICES  (No.  2)   BILL. 
{The  Lord  President .) 

50.)       THIRD    READING. 

the  Day  for  the  Third  Wmul  - 

That  the  Bill  be  now  road  3'." 
d  PriHident.^ 


Amendment  mor^rf,  to  leaveout(  "now") 
and  add  at  the  end  of  the  Motion  (''this 
day  three  months.") — {The  Lord  Den- 
man.) 

Lord  O'HAGAN  characterized  the 
measure  as  re-actionary  and  retrograde. 
It  was  unnecessary  and  mischievous.  It 
would  reverse  the  legislation  which  was 
well  discussed  and  well  considered  in 
1867.  There  had  been  no  demand  for 
such  a  change  as  was  made  in  the  Bill. 
In  1872,  the  provision  of  the  Act  of  1867 
preventing  the  employment  of  convey- 
ances in  counties  was  extended  to  the 
municipalities.  Before  the  Select  Com- 
mittee which  sat  in  1875  this  very  ques- 
tion was  raised ;  and  the  result  was  the 
expression  of  an  opinion  that  in  most 
boroughs  the  polling  places  could  be  so, 
conveniently  selected  as  to  render  unne- 
cessary the  use  of  vehicles  for  the  con- 
veyance of  voters,  and  that  a  penalty 
should  be  attached  to  payments  made 
by  the  candidates  for  that  purpose.  So 
that,  after  experience  of  the  working 
of  the  Municipal  Act  from  1872,  and 
the  Parliamentary  Election  Act  from 
1867,  the  Committee  came  to  the 
couclusion  that  the  law  should  not 
only  bo  maintained,  but  enforced  by 
penalties.  Yet,  in  1880,  though  the 
existing  Act  continued  till  1881,  they 
were  asked  in  a  hasty  and  ill-considered 
measure  to  put  an  end  to  a  provision 
which  had  operated  for  so  many  years 
with  great  satisfaction  to  the  public.  He 
maintained  that  if  the  Bill  were  passed 
ricli  candidates  would   have  undue  ad- 
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vaiitapfos  over  poor  onos ;  and  bribery, 
under  the  cloak  of  the  practices  sanctioned 
by  the  Bill,  would  uncjuostionably  pre- 
vail. 

YiscouxT  CRANBROOK  said,  he  had 
no  idea  that  there  would  be  any  discus- 
sion on  the  matter,  seoinp^  that  the  law 
was  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition 
when  the  Government  was  implored  to 
brinp:  in  a  Bill.  He  was  bound  to  say 
that  it  appeared  to  tlio  Government  to 
be  not  an  unreasonable  thing  in  itself 
to  deal  with  the  question.  The  law  was 
not  observed  anywhere  in  reality  be- 
cause it  was  uncertain,  and  there  was  no 
penalty  attached  to  its  breach.  Anyone 
who  had  witnessed  tlio  late  election  at 
Southwark  would  have  seen  just  as 
many  cabs  as  had  ever  been  employed  at 
an  election.  The  case  was  the  same  at 
Liverpool,  where,  he  believed,  both  sides 
recognized  the  necessity  of  employing 
cabs,  and  came  to  an  agreement  that 
each  should  use  as  many  as  they  thought 
proper.  Why  was  that  ?  It  arose  from 
the  necessities  of  the  case.  Many  work- 
ing men  were  called  upon  to  give  their 
vote  at  a  considerable  distance  from  their 
work  ;  and  he  thought  that  the  working 
man  need  not  be  deprived  of  a  ride 
which  he  could  only  enjoy  once  in  five 
or  six  years.  The  Government  had  been 
called  upon  to  deal  with  the  question  for 
a  short  period  in  one  way  or  another ; 
and  they  did  not  see  their  way  to  make 
the  employment  of  vehicles  more  penal 
than  it  had  been  before,  and  thev 
thought  it  best  to  make  the  practicre 
legal  for  the  short  time  which  elapsed 
before  the  new  Parliament  assembled. 
"With  respect  to  the  Committee  wliich 
had  sat  on  the  subject,  that  Committee 
had  reported  that  some  change  was 
necessary.  Tliey  were  now  met  by  a 
Motion  which  was  not  upon  the  Paper, 
and  which  took  tliem  by  surprise ;  but 
the  House  of  Commons  had  passed  the 
Bill,  and.  as  it  mainly  affected  that 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  ho  hopedtheir 
Lordships  would  not  accede  to  the 
Amendment,  but  would  pass  the  Bill. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  that  as  he  knew 
persons  who  were  candidates  and  could 
not  afford  the  expen.se  of  conveying 
voters  to  the  poll  he  had  been  ngaiiifit 
the  Bill ;  but  ho  had  since  seen  reasons 
to  change  his  mind.  After  the  explana- 
tion which  had  been  given,  he  was  quite 
justified  in  proposing,  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment.     The  reasons  just  given 

Lcrd  O^Bagan 


by  the  noble  Viscount  convinced  him  :::at 
ho  ought  not  to  further  oppose  the  B.l'. 

Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY 
said,  that  the  noble  Viscount  had  nut 
touched  the  point  of  the  incr**aseJ  -x- 
pensos  of  elections  which  this  Bill  w<i::Iil 
cause,  and  which  would  make  it  <ii\\ 
more  impossible  for  poor  but  able  nii-a 
to  get  into  Parliament. 

E.^rl  GR  an  VIIiLE  said,  that  be  had 
heard  no  argument  which  should  induce 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  ^Lord  Donmaa'. 
to  withdraw  the  Amendment. 

Lord  DENMAN  said,  that  he  thoii;;ht 
with  the  noble  Viscount  (Viscount  Cran- 
brook)  it  was  idle  to  have  a  law  forhiii- 
ding  the  practice,  and  no  penalty  to 
enable  the  magistrates  to  enforce  th*" 
law ;  also  noble  Lords  often  conveyed 
voters  to  the  poll. 

Earl  GRANVILLE  said,  that  looking; 
to  the  fact  that  the  conveyance  of  yoten 
was  not  allowed  at  municipal  elections 
it  was  quite  as  absurd  to  allow  the  prac- 
tice to  exist  at  Parliamentary  elections. 

Amendment  (by  leave  of  the  Hoa<e) 
withdrawn. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  said. 
that  as  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Denman)  had  withdrawn  his  Amend- 
ment he  would  move  it. 

Amendment  moved,  to  leave  ont 
{*'  now  ")  and  add  at  the  end  of  the 
Motion  (**this  day  three  months.*'*  — 
(77^0  Earl  of  Kimh$rley.) 

The  Earl  of  BEACONSFIELD  :  I 
regret  that  any  opposition  has  been 
raised  to  the  measure.  The  course  pro- 
posed to  your  Lordships  is  most  unusual, 
for  it  is  very  inconvenient  to  have  a 
l^fotion  of  this  kind  brought  forward 
without  any  Notice  on  the  third  read- 
ing of  a  Bill,  and  more  especiallv  as  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  that  this  Bill  is  of 
the  importance  which  noble  Lords  oppo- 
site seem  to  attach  to  it.  As  to  the 
argument  which  has  been  drawn  ftom 
th(»  practice  of  municipal  elections,  there 
really  is  no  analogy  between  municipal 
and  Parliamentary  elections  ;  for,  in 
tlio  former,  the  electors  have  not  to 
go  any  distance,  for  they  all  vote  in 
wards.  Noble  Lords  know  very  well, 
fmm  their  own  experience,  that  there 
are  cases  in  boroughs  where  the  distance 
bet  ween  electors  and  the  polling  booths 
is  to  bo  counted  by  miles.  Then  we  are 
told  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the  rich 
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0  conveyances  are  used.  But, 
8,  that  is  a  fallacy.     It  is  the 

classes  who  benefit  by  them, 

1  themselves  of  the  convenience. 
y  often  only  have  half-an-hour 
ir  in  which  to  get  their  dinner, 
lat  time  they  also  have  to  vote ; 
lid  they  not  be  able  to  record 
es  in  that  time,  they  are,  to  a 
ent,  disfranchised.  That,  I  am 
not  be  the  wish  of  your  Lord- 
rhis  is  a  Bill  which  comes  up 

House  of  Commons,  the  Mem- 
'hich  are  greatly  interested  in  it. 
rought  forward  in  consequence 
ng  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
ething  should  be  done  to  put  an 
.e  present  unsatisfactory  state  of 
The  noble  Lord  who  addressed 

minutes  ago  talked  about  the 

I  expense ;  but  the  fact  is,  there 
0  increased  expense,  because  in 
)ns,  ever  since  the  Corrupt  Prac- 
.  originally  passed,  the  law  has 
at  defiance,  and  cabs  and  con- 
have  been  used  in  which  voters 
jyed  to  the  poll.  But  the  dis- 
^e  of  it  is  that  you  are  violating 
ioording  to  many  high  authori- 
oh  you  cannot  enforce,  because 
ty  is  attached  to  it.  The  general 
was  that  to  avoid  continuous 
I,  and  all  those  disagreeable  cir- 
ies  which  sometimes  attend  an 
>  the  people,  the  best  thing  to  do 
s  to  come  to  a  determination 
the  practice  should  be  legalized 
reverse.  There  was  a  general 
in  the   House  of  Commons — 

not  a  Party  opinion — that  it 
e  legalized  ;  and  I  hope,  there- 
tyour  Lordships  will  not  support 
odment  of  the  noble  Earl  (the 
Cimberley). 

ILiRQUEss  OF  LANSDOWNE 
t  the  Bill  had  only  come  before 
rdships'  House  on  the  18th  of 
©t  month,  when  they  were  called 
at  an  unusual  hour,  and  they 
eesarily  precluded  b}-  shortness 

and  the  small  attendance  of 
eaent,  from  giving  the  measure 
ition  which  it  demanded.     The 

was  one  which  they  might 
k  for  a  little  more  time  to  con- 
d  this  was  not  the  first  Bill  that 
Lse  had  been  asked  to  carry 
BiU  its  stages  without  haviug  had 
rtunity  of  diseuHsing  it.  He 
>pose  the  Bill. 


On  Question,  That  ("  now")  stand  part 
of  the  Motion  ?  Their  Lordships  divided : 
— Contents  39  ;  Non-Contents  24  ;  Ma- 
jority 15. 

CONTENTS. 

Cairns,  E.     (L.  Chan-     Bateman,  L. 
eellor.)  Blantyre,  L. 

Bro(irick,L.  {V.UidU- 
Leeds,  D.  ton.) 

Northumberland,  D.        Charlemont,    L.      {E. 
Richmond,  D.  Charlemont.) 

Rutland,  D.  Chelmsford,  L. 

Clanwilliam,    L.      (JS^. 
Hertford,  M.  ClanwiUiam.) 

■Colchester,  L. 
Bcaconsfield,  E.  Coh'ille  of  Culross,  L. 

Beauchamp,  £.  Denman,  L. 

Cadogan,  £.  de  Ros,  L. 

Feversham,  E.  Dunsany,  L. 

Hardwicke,  E.  Ellenborough,  L. 

Redesdale,  E.  Elphinstone,  L. 

Waldegrave,  E.  Foxford,  L.    {H.  Litnt' 

rick.) 
Cranbrook,  V.  Norton,  L. 

Ha  warden,  V.  [Teller.]    Sllchester,  L.  {E.Long^ 
Melville,  V.  ford.) 

Sidmouth,  V.  Skelmersdale,  L. 

Templetown,  V.  [Teller A 

Stewart  of  (^arUes,  L. 
St.  Albans,  L.  Bp.  {E.  Galloway,) 

Zouche    of    Haiyng- 
Ashford,  L.  ( V.  Bury.)        worth,  L. 

NOT-CONTENTS. 

Bedford,  D.  Greville,  L. 

Hammond,  L. 
Lansdowne,  M.  Keane,  L. 

[  Teller. ]  Kenry ,  L.  (i?.  DunraweH 

and  Mowit'Earl.) 
Dartrey,  E.  Lawrence,  L. 

Granville,  E.  Monson,  L. 

Ilchester,  E.  O'Hagan,  L. 

Kimberley,  E.  [Teller.]    Oxenfoord,    L.       {E. 
Northbrook,  E.  Stair.) 

Sefton,  L.    (E.  Se/ton.) 
Blachford,  L.  Stanley  of  AJderley,  L. 

Boyle,   L.      (E.    Cork     Stratheden  and  Camp- 

and  Orrery.)  bell,  L. 

Braye,  L.  Thurlow,  L. 

Foley,  L.  Wcntworth,  L. 

Resolved  in  the  Affirmative, 
Bill  read  3'  accordingly. 

On  Question,  ''That  the  Bill  do  pass?" 

TuE    LORD    CHANCELLOR    said, 

that,  according  to  his  experience,  this 

was  the  first  time  that  upon  the  Motion 

for  the  third  reading   of  a  Bill  there 

had  been  a  division,  there  having  been 

no  division  upon  any  earlier  stage.     The 

Bill  had  been  bix)ught  forward  by  Her 

Majesty^s  Government,  and  taken  notice 

I  of  by  one  of  the  principal  Members  of 

■  the  Opposition ;  and  yet  it  had  now  been 

'  met  by  the  noble  Earl  opposite  (the  Earl 
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of  Kimberley;  with  a  side  wind,  and 
what  he  might  oall  a  sort  of  ambush,  as 
the  Motion  for  its  rejection  was  made 
without  any  Notice  whatever,  and  with- 
out  the  noble  Earl  having  intimated  his 
intention  of  doing  so  at  its  earlier 
stages. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  begged 
leave  to  say  that  the  noble  and  learned 
Earl  on  the  Woolsack  had  no  right  so 
to  describe  his  Motion,  as  no  ambush 
whatever  had  been  contrived,  and  the 
noble  and  learned  Earl  should  withdraw 
the  word.  He  (the  Earl  of  Kimberley) 
intended  the  Motion  to  reject  the  Bill  to 
be  a  protest  ae:ainst  Bills  being  pushed 
through  that  House  just  in  the  last  days 
of  an  expiring  Parliament.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  the  noble  Viscount  opposite  (Vis- 
count Cranbrook)  got  up  and  moved  the 
second  reading  in,  he  thought,  one  sen- 
tence. There  were  about  four  or  five 
Peers  on  that  (the  Opposition)  side,  and 
about  the  same  number  of  Peers  on  the 
other  side.  It  had  been  said,  and  he 
(the  Earl  of  Kimberley)  admitted  that 
the  proceeding  he  took  was  unusual. 
He  meant  it  to  be  so,  and  he  did  not  re- 
gret what  he  had  done,  for  he  thereby 
protested  most  emphatically  against  the 
manner  in  which  the  Bill,  as  well  as  the 
Hypothec  Abolition  Bill,  had  been  pushed 
through  the  House,  especially  when 
they  had  been  meeting  as  early  as  2,  3, 
and  4  o'clock. 

Moved  J  **  That  Clause  3  be  struck  out 
of  the  Bill."— (7%tf  Lord  Denman,) 

The  Earl  of  REDESDALE  (Chair- 
man of  Committees)  said,  there  was  no 
one  in  the  House  who  was  more  jealous 
than  he  of  the  privileges  of  their  I^ord- 
ships,  and  ho  had  taken  exception  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Hypothec  Abolition 
Bill  had  been  hurried  through  at  the 
last  moment ;  but  the  reason  whv  he  had 
taken  no  objection  to  this  Bill  was  be- 
cause it  was  sent  up  by  the  Commons 
and  related  to  a  matter  affecting  par- 
ticularly the  interests  of  that  House. 
Ho  thought  that,  in  the  face  of  a  General 
Election,  such  a  question  as  this  was 
proper  to  be  dealt  with  if  the  Commons 
thought  so.  There  was  a  declaration 
that  the  conveyance  of  voters  was  illegal ; 
but  no  one  was  able  to  enforce  any 
penalty.  To  leave  the  law  in  such  a 
state  at  the  present  moment  was  open  to 
objection,  and  the  Commons  had  passed 

T/i0  Lord  Chancellor 


this  Bill  to  settle  the  question,  and  no 
franchise  was  in  any  way  atfected  by  it. 
He  did  not  think  there  was  any  very 
strong  objection  to  the  Bill  in  the  other 
House. 

Earl  GRANVILLE  considered  that 
the  noble  Earl  was  mistaken  in  his 
facts,  as  though  the  Bill  passed  through 
the  other  House  when  very  few  Mem- 
bers were  present,  there  were  several 
divisions  which  were  very  small,  con- 
sidering the  power  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  the  result  was  that 
the  Government  were  obliged  to  give  up 
the  provisions  affecting  Scotland  and 
Ireland.  This  was  exactly  a  case  in 
which  the  House  of  Lords  might  come 
to  the  assistance  of  those  who  were 
strongly  opposed  to  the  Bill. 

Motion  negatived. 
Bill  passed, 

STATE  OF  AGRICULTURE  AND  TRADE. 
QUESTION.      OBSEBVATIONS. 

The  Duke  of  RUTL.AND,  on  rising 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
depressed  state  of  agriculture  and  trade, 
and  to  inquire,  How  far  it  is  owing  to 
our    present  system    of  free   importa- 
tions? said,  that  he  did  so  because  he 
was  under  the  apprehension  that,  is  the 
hurry  and  turmoil  of  a  General  Elec- 
tion, the  subject  of  trade  and  agricultural 
distress  would  be  altogether  overlooked. 
He  had  no  desire  to  disguise  the  fact 
that  there  was  a  partial  revival  of  tradf . 
In    fact,     he    would    admit    that,    ic- 
cording  to  the  statement  of  the  Ameri- 
can Consul  in  London,  there  had  been  a 
considerable  increase  in  our  trade  with 
that  country.     In  1878  our  exports  to 
America  showed  adecrease  of  £2,260,000, 
while  those  of  1879  showed  an  increase 
of  £3,250,000.  In  the  six  years  followiog 
1872    the    decrease    was    continaous, 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  more 
than  £  19,000,000.     That  reviTal  of  Fns 
Trade  was  mainly  owing  to  a  xise  in 
the  price  of  iron,  consequent  npovi  an 
increased  demand    for   tbat  article  in 
America  for  the  construction  of  railwayi 
to  enable  the  farmers  in  the  Western 
States  to  send  down  their  oom  to  the 
Eastern  ports  for  exportation  to  Europe. 
When  these  railways   were  completed 
the  price  of  iron  would  again  declins» 
and  co-incident  with  it  would  be  a  rt- 
newed  depression  of  trade.    In  oidsr* 
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howerer,  to  bring  his  observations 
within  a  reasonable  compass,  he  would 
confine  his  remarks  to  the  effect  of  the 
Commercial  Treaty  which  was  entered 
into  with  France  in  1860  at  the  instance 
of  Mr.  Cobden.  The  exports  and  im- 
ports of  France  in  1848  amounted  to 
£72,000,000,  while  they  amounted  to 
£284,000,000  in  1879— a  fact  which 
showed  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt 
that  she  had  largely  benefited  by  the 
working  of  that  Treaty.  But  how  had 
it  affected  £nglaud  ?  In  1876  the  value 
of  English  goods  imported  into  France 
was  £26,000,000,  while  the  value  of  the 
French  goods  imported  into  this  country 
was  £41,320,000,  the  value  of  French 
manufactured  articles  which  we  im- 
ported exceeding  that  of  those  which  we 
sent  her  in  return  by  £7,800,000.  There 
was  contained  in  the  now  volume  of  The 
Life  of  the  late  Prince  Consort — who  was 
anything  but  a  Protectionist — which 
had  been  recently  publihlied,  a  letter 
written  by  His  Boyal  Highness  at  the 
time  that  the  negotiations  with  regard 
to  Mr.  Cobden^s  Treaty  were  being 
carried  on,  from  which  the  following 
was  an  extract : — 

"The  Emperor  proposes  to  break  with  the 
French  Protectionists,  and  to  give  in  his  ad- 
herence to  English  Free  Trado,  and  from  this 
Mr.  Cobdon  anticipates  the  cessation  of  our  de- 
fensivo  preparations  and  of  our  Volunteer  Force. 
Strange  to  say,  the  Treaty  will  give  the  Em- 
peror our  coal  and  iron,  which  ho  will  want  if 
he  should  come  into  collision  with  us,  and  by 
the  abolition  of  the  wine  duties  wo  shall  sustain 
a  loM  of  £2,000,000  in  our  Revenue  receipts." 

It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  dilate  at 
length  upon  the  disadvantageous  opera- 
tion of  this  Treaty  as  far  as  we  were 
concerned,  because  the  whole  matter  had 
been  fully  explained  the  other  day  by 
the  deputation  from  the  Manchester 
Chamber  of  Commerce  which  had  waited 
upon  Mr.  Bourke,  in  the  absence — 
wnich  all  must  regret — of  the  noble 
Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs.  That  deputation  was  a 
most  remarkable  one,  as  it  expressed 
the  opinion  of  the  Manchester  niaiiuiuc- 
tarers  with  regard  to  the  Treat}-,  which 
was  supposed  to  be  a  Free  Trade  Treaty 
of  Commerce  entered  into  for  the  mutual 
advantage  of  the  two  countries.  The 
gentlemen  who  formed  tho  doputati(»ii 
stated  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  tho 
Manchester  Chamber  of  Commone  that 
the  Treaty  was  a  most  one-sided  one,  that 
the  French  tariH's  enforced  under  it  were 


not  so  much  protective  as  prohibitory 
against  English  goods,  and  that,  unless 
some  steps  were  taken  to  have  the 
French  rates  lowered,  the  Commercial 
Treaty  between  the  two  countries  would 
be  perfectly  useless  in  the  interests  of 
Lancashire,  as  those  rates  were  not  only 
protective,  but  calculated  to  annihilate 
the  trade  in  English  yarns  and  cotton 
goods ;  while,  owing  to  the  increased 
skill  of  the  French  artizans,  there  now 
remained  but  few  specialties  in  the  tex- 
tile manufactures  of  England,  so  that 
Lancashire  did  less  and  less  every  year 
in  this  branch  of  industry,  until  it  was 
now  hardly  worth  following.  Mr.  Hutton, 
one  of  the  members  of  the  deputation, 
told  Mr.  Bourke  that  the  export  of 
cotton  and  calico  goods  had  nearly 
ceased.  The  subject,  therefore,  was  a 
very  serious  one,  and  demanded  the  at- 
tention of  their  Lordships.  Mr.  Bourke's 
answer  to  the  deputation  was  that  he 
would  do  all  he  possibly  could  to  per- 
suade the  French  nation  to  give  a  more 
favourable  tariff',  and  that  we  should 
try  to  show  foreigners  what  an  injury 
they  were  inflicting  on  their  own  people 
by  these  protective  duties.  He  also 
added  that  the  Guvernment  had  that  day 
received  a  communication  from  France 
which  did  not  leave  the  Qovernment 
without  hope.  This  he  (the  Duke  of 
liutland)  contended  was  childish  and 
foolish  language,  and  was  most  pitiable, 
inasmuch  as  it  amounted  to  an  admission 
of  the  justice  of  the  complaints  made  to 
him,  and  expressed  but  feeble  hope  that 
any  terms  more  favourable  to  the  Eng- 
lish manufacturer  could  be  obtained. 
He  wondered,  in  fact,  that  the  reporter, 
in  describing  the  scene,  had  not  con- 
cluded by  saying  that  in  the  end  Mr. 
Bourke  burst  into  tears.  With  the  great 
advantage  France  derived  from  the  last 
Treaty,  it  was  absurd  to  suppose  that  she 
would  bo  persuaded  to  relinquish  her 
duties  in  order  to  benefit  our  manufac- 
turers. France  tliought  only  of  France, 
and  did  not  care  what  happened  to  the 
trade  of  Manchester.  So  long  as  she 
could  introduce  her  goods  into  this 
country  free,  and  could  charge  30,  40, 
or  50  per  cent  on  our  goods  introduced 
into  France,  she  was  not  likely  to  reduce 
In.'r  tarill'.  llo  knew  one  dressmaker 
alone  in  Furls  imported  ready-made 
dresses  from  France  to  the  value  of 
£(30,000  in  the  month  ol  October  last,  tho 
dullest  month  of  the  year.  Other  French 
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manufactures,  such  as  clocks,  watches, 
fancy   goods,   and  other  miscellaneous 
articles  all  came  into  tliis  country  per- 
fectly free  of  duty;  while  our  goods,  no 
matter  what  the  articles,  were  burdened 
by  such  heavy  duties  that  every  branch 
of  industry  was  impoverished.     The  de- 
pression in  trade  was  not  confined  to 
iron,  coal,  cotton,  or  agriculture;  every 
single  interest  had  been  depressed,  and 
that,  not  by  accident,  but  in  consequence 
of  the  insane  system  of  free  importations. 
If  nothing  wore  done  in  the  shape  of  re- 
taliation to  force  France  to  take  off  her 
protective  duties,  it  was  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  there   would  be   a  revival   of 
English  trade.     It  was  impossible.    Mr. 
Bright  had  made  a  speech  on  this  sub- 
ject.     Mr.   Bright  was  a  great  Free- 
trader— a  very  eloquent,  able,  and,  he 
(the.  Duke  of  Eutland)  believed,  a  very 
conscientious  man.      He  was  perfectly 
convinced,  as  they  all  were,  of  his  own 
honesty,  patriotism,  and  integrity;  but 
the  moment  anyone  differed  from  him  in 
opinion  ho  believed  him  to  be  the  most 
selfish,  unpatriotic,  and  ignorant  man 
that  ever  existed.     What  did  Mr.  Bright 
sa}'  ?    He  said  that  those  who  opposed 
the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws  created  a 
famine  in  the  land  and  starved  the  people, 
and  did  it  purposely,  with  mah'ce  prepente. 
Why.  those  who  opposed  the  repeal  of 
the  Corn   Laws  believed  that,    with  a 
sliding  scale,  admitting  corn  free  when 
prices  rose  and  storing  it  up  in  the  ware- 
houses of  the  oountr}*.  they  were  doing 
their  best  to  keep  a  steady  supply  of  food 
for  the  pei^plo.     Mr.  Bright  went  on  to 
6ft V — *'  In  those  davs — before  the  Com 
Laws  wore  ropoaled — ^^vour  industry  was 
not  fnH\     You  ivuld  not  exchange  any 
article  of  your  manulai-ture.  so  ingeni- 
ous and  admiraMo  in  Birmingham.  wi:h  j 
the  farmer  in  the  far  West  ol  Ameriia  f^-r  I 
his  barley  or  lUnir:  but  it  was  dinvtrd  by  ; 
1  a w  that  y ou  sh o u : vi  e x ch an jc e : t  w i : h  W ar-  ' 
wickshin\  or  Norfolk,  or  Lir.ivlnshire." 
But  had  :hov  Kno  Trade  w::h  Amtrii a 
r. o w  :     U  e  ^ :  1\ 0  1  ^ ak  e  o t  K  u :I a r.d   w  ou '.  .i 
ask  A\ho:hir  tho  mar.u:*a^:'.:r-.s  of  B:r- 
v.'.iv.jrh.-iTv.  oov.'d  Vo  excharct\l  2\r  pr."'- 
ii'.^o  A\i:h  tV.c  :ar:r.rrs  v :'  :":;•>  far  Wi->: 
0 !     .V '.V. » r: V  a     v.  v  w  ?'      W  h  v.    : V.t  v   w « re 
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showing  how  America  would  bt;  benelite>l 
by  Free  Trade.     Mr.  Bri^ht*s  spewh 
was  addressed  to  the  working  claf^i^^. 
and  he  (the   Duke  of  Rutland    wouM 
address  himself  to  the  same  classes,  f'jr 
they  knew  that  their  industry  was  nit 
free,  and  would  not  be  free  so  long  as 
the  present  system  of  free  imports  ex- 
isted.    Take  the  sugar  trade,  which  held 
a  meeting  recently   at   Cooper^s  Hail. 
Commercial  Road,  London.     That  meet- 
ing put  forth  a  statement  emanating 
from   57,300  working  men  engaged  in 
the  sugar  industry,  urging  the  abolition 
of  foreign  sugar  bounties.     From  that 
statement  it  appeared  every  branch  of 
labour  connected  with  the  sugar  induttrr 
of  Ghreat  Britain  had  Buffered,  and  wis 
still  suffering,  a  grievous  wrong  by  the 
foreign  manufacture  being  admitted  dutj 
free  and  the  English  manufacture  beioi; 
prohibited  the  foreigpa  markets.     Instead 
of  Free  Trade,  they  were  subject  to  un- 
fair hostile  competition.     The  workmf'n 
who  signed  this  document  concluded  It 
calling  on  all  Parliamentary  candidates 
to    declare  that  they  would    vote  for 
countervailing  duties  as  a  means  of  r^ 
dressing  the  grievous  and  insufferable 
wrong  to  which  we  were  exposed  by  th*^ 
foreign  export  bounty.     If  we  were  to 
have  a  revival  of  trade  that  was  to  be 
lasting,  we  must  alter  our  present  unfair, 
unjust,  and  unequal  arrangements.    He 
need  not  detain  their  Lordships  by  proT- 
ine  the  reality  of  the  distress  in  agri- 
culture,  for  there  was  hardly  one  of  them 
who  would  not  come  forward  as  a  wit- 
ness of  that  reality.     It  was  not  the  men 
with  capital  who  were  suffering  mwt; 
thev  were  able  to  bide  their  time,  and  to 
tide  over  the  difficulties  of  the  situation ; 
but  it  was  the  small  landowner  and  the 
small  oc-cupier,  the  men  without  capital, 
thousands  of  whom  were  quitting  an  un- 
grateful country  for  the  shores  of  Ame- 
rica, where  they  could   enjoy  the  ad- 
vantage of  Protection.     He  night  be 
Tild  that,  if  they  talked  of  Protection, 
:he  working  classes  would  not  listen  to 
:ht'm :  but  they  were  becoming  more  eda- 
c  a:ed :  they  thought  more  for  themaelre^: 
:hty  knew  tLat  cheap  food  and  cheap 
raiuieni  were  not  all  they  required  ;  thfj 
kr-vw  that   l-efi-re  thev  could  buv  the 
V  I'Cf.v  Ii  Ai.  CT  (heap  ccal.  or  a  cheap  h*-- 
:'.«y  ::  v.>!  have  the  money  to  i»ay  with- 
A:.   lr:>}.n.ar.    in    Lirerpool    grumbKJ 
:.:  1  vir.e  afkt>d  1#.  f(«r  a  basket  of  e^ 
^h:<h   h-?  said    he  could   bur  for  ^- 
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in  Ireland.  "  Then,  why  don't  yon  go 
back  to  Ireland  ?  "  said  the  shopkeeper. 
"  Faith,  where  should  I  get  the  6rf.  ?  " 
was  the  answer.  The  Radical  candidate 
at  Grantham  had  called  attention  to  an 
adyertisement  inserted  in  the  paper  by  a 
gentleman  who  wanted  to  sell  his  false 
teeth,  because,  as  he  said,  he  had  no- 
thing to  eat,  and,  therefore,  they  were 
of  no  further  use  to  him.  We  were  all 
rapidly  coming  to  a  condition  in  which 
we  should  be  able  to  sell  our  false  teeth 
for  the  same  reason.  The  candidate  who 
told  the  story  at  Grantham  was  trying 
to  get  the  votes  of  the  workpeople  of  the 
large  manufacturers  of  agricultural  im- 
plements, whose  trade  had  fallen  off  so 
much  that  they  had  been  obliged  to  ac- 
cept lower  wages.  The  other  day  Lord 
Hartington  made  merry  over  the  candi- 
dature of  Mr.  Eckroyd,  and  declared  he 
did  not  know  what  Reciprocity  was  ;  but 
be  (the  Duke  of  Rutland)  would  try  to 
enlighten  him.  If  the  noble  Lord  had 
read  the  published  letter  of  Mr.  Eckroyd 
be  could  not  have  feigned  such  igno- 
rance. Mr.  Eckroyd  wrote  that  he  wished 
to  see  the  United  Kingdom,  its  Colonies, 
and  Dependencies,  formed  into  one  groat 
Free  Trade  Empire,  supplying  ail  its 
essential  wants,  and  resorting  to  Pro- 
tection only  as  against  those  nations  that 
imposed  duties  on  our  productions.  No 
duties,  it  was  said,  should  be  levied  on 
tbe  raw  materials  of  our  industries,  from 
whatever  quarter  they  came ;  but,  in  the 
matter  of  food,  our  own  Colonies  were 
capable  of  supplying  five  times  all  that 
we  required,  so  that  we  were  under  no 
necessity  to  take  food  from  those  who 
would  not  receive  our  manufactures. 
Mr.  Eckroyd  went  on  to  say  that  a  largo 
field  for  emigration  would  thus  bo  open  cm  1, 
and  that  our  Dependencies,  bound  to  tlio 
Mother  Country  by  the  material  ties  of 
•erious  advantages,  would  be  more  rpa<ly 
to  meet  our  wishes  and  to  establish  Frro 
Trade  with  us  and  one  another,  lie 
(tbe  Duke  of  Rutland)  maintained  that 
the  policy  which  he  advocated  was  an  in- 
telligible policy ;  but  if  they  shouM  deem 
it  impossible  to  follow  it,  ho  would  a^k 
them  to  fall  back  upon  another  remedy 
—namely,  real  Free  Trades  in  arconl- 
nnce  with  which  tliev  would  not  onlv 
obtain  food  from  abroad  fre(>  of  taxa- 
tion, but  would  allow  tho  British  farm*  r 
to  raise  food  also  free  of  taxation,  and 
eepeoinlly  from  tho  tax  on  malt.  IT(* 
held  that    it    would   onlv   bo   fair    and 


patriotic  to  place  English  and  foreign 
food  on  the  same  footing.  They  could 
not  tax  English  food  and  not  tax  foreign 
food.  Ho  would  be  told  that  if  his  views 
were  adopted  the  Revenue  would  suflPer. 
But  if  they  were  to  put  a  tax  upon  goods 
coming  from  France,  Germany,  and 
America,  they  would  easily  recoup  their 
losses.  Ho  was  obliged  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  what  they  had  done  in  the 
shape  of  remission  of  local  taxation ; 
but  if  British  agriculture  were  to  be 
kept  alive,  and  if  they  should  refuse  to 
accede  to  his  proposals,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  relieve  the  country  to  a  greater 
extent  from  the  rates  which  burdened  it. 
Before  sitting  down,  he  wished  to  refer 
to  Ireland.  A  noble  Marquees  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  had  lately 
shown  how  fearful  was  the  present  dis- 
tress ;  but  added,  he  saw  no  Royal  road 
to  remedy  it.  The  people  were  unfitted 
for  emigration ;  they  could  only  rely  on 
tlie  spread  of  education  and  of  sound 
opinions;  but  he  (the  Duke  of  Rut- 
land) would  like  to  ask  whether 
their  Lordships  did  not  think  that 
the  condition  of  Ireland  might  be  im- 
proved by  making  an  attempt  to  re- 
vive industrial  entorprize,  and  to  restore 
the  manufactures  which  once  existed 
there,  while,  at  the  same  time,  protecting 
the  people  from  foreign  imports  ?  If  the 
result  of  their  present  policy  was  that 
their  trade  was  paralyzed  and  their  agri- 
culture ruined,  ho  would  have  the  satis- 
faction that,  previous  to  tho  Election,  he 
had  done  his  best  to  inform  his  country- 
men of  what  would  happen;  and  he 
hoped  that  men  would  bo  returned 
to  tho  next  Parliament  who  would  not 
repeat  tho  cuckoo  cry  of  tho  great  ad- 
vantages derived  by  this  country  from 
Free  Trade,  but  who  would  endeavour 
to  pass  measures  likely  to  increase  the 
W(»ll-being  of  the  industrial  classes. 

TiiK  .ALarut'kss  of  HERTFORD  said, 
tliat  he  was  always  loth  to  occupy  their 
hordship^'  time,  becauFo  ho  was  a  groat 
admirer  of  tho  manner  in  which  a  vast 
amount  of  real  business  was  done  in  that 
House  with  as  few  speeches  as  possible; 
but  tho  subject  before  their  Lordships 
was  one  that  particularly  interested  him, 
and  he  must  a>k  their  indulj^encM^  for  a 
slmrt  time.  He  should  contine  himself 
to  the  first  i^.'srt  of  the  nr»ble  Duke's 
Motion — namely,  the  depressed  state  of 
a<rneultur(»,  of  which  ht?  had,  unfortu- 
nately,   personal    experience,    and    h« 
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should  leave  the  vexata  questto  of  "  Pro- 
tection '*   to  those  more    competent  to 
discuss  it.     He  lived  in  one  of  the  Mid- 
land   counties,  which   had  been    more 
seriously  prostrated  than  any  other  part 
of  Great  Britain  by  the  disastrous  sea- 
sons of  the  last  four  years.     It  only  re- 
quired  a   glance  at  the  advertisement 
sheet    of   the    local   papers,    especially 
of    The   Farmers^    Gazette,   to   see    how 
wide-spread  the  distress  was.      Whole 
columns  were  taken  up  with  notices  of 
farms  to  let  and  of  auctions  to  be  held  on 
the  premises  of  outgoing  tenants.     He 
trusted,  however,  that  the  present  dry, 
genial  weather  was  the  harbinger  of  a 
bounteous  harvest;    but  it  would  take 
two,  if  not  three,  years  to  get  back  to 
where  we  wore  before,  even  in  the  most 
favourable  circumstances.   The  murrain, 
which  had  rotted  whole  flocks  of  ewes, 
and  which  had  been  the  last  straw  that 
had  broken  the  back   of  many  a  poor 
struggling  tenant,  would  make  its  results 
felt  for  long ;  and  this  from  no  fault  of 
the  farmers,  except,  perhaps,  in  a  few 
instances,  for  they  had  gallantly  con- 
tended against  adversities  of  no  common 
order,    and  had   won   the  respect  and 
esteem  of  those  who  had  had   oppor- 
tunities of  judging.     And  he  must  also 
stand  up  for  the  landlords  as  a  class,  for, 
except  in  a  small  number  of  instances, 
they  had  done  their  duty  and  had  tried 
to   help   their   tenantry   through    their 
troubles  as  far  as  their  diminished  rents 

Eermitted ;  and  he  never  spoke  to  a 
rother  landlord  without  hearing  expres- 
sions of  kind  sympathy  with  the  tenants 
as  a  class.  It  was  sometimes  said  that 
the  only  cause  of  this  distress  was  the  con- 
tinuous bad  weather,  and,  undoubtedly, 
it  was  chiefly  due  to  that  visitation  of 
the  Almighty  ;  but  the  farmers  had  much 
right  on  their  side  when  they  complained 
of  increased  local  burdens.  A  few  years 
ago,  when  they  were  somewhat  less,  and 
when  prices  were  better,  they  did  not 
feel  these  so  much  ;  but  when  the  pocket 
was  touched  all  other  grievances,  how- 
ever small,  were  iutensihed,  and  now  the 
local  rates  were  considered  unendurable. 
He  would  instance  the  highway  rate. 
Since  turnpikes  were  abolished — why, 
he  never  could  make  out — farmers  had 
to  see  the  roads,  for  which  they  paid 
heavy  rates,  increasing  every  year,  cut 
up  by  the  heavy  traltic  of  timber  mer- 
chants, brewers,  cual  merchants,  and 
others,  who  did  not  pay  one  sixpence 
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towards  their  maintenance.     Surely  that 
was  an  anomaly  that  must  be  remedial, 
and  all  property  should  be  taxed  and 
made  to  bear  its  fair  share.  Then,  again, 
the  education  rates  pressed  very  heavily 
upon  the  land,  especially  in  those  un- 
lucky parishes  where  there  were  fiC'h<M»l 
boards.     The  farmers  found   their  la- 
bourers did  not  care  about  the  education 
BO  expensively  bestowed  upon  their  chil- 
dren, because  they  wanted  them  to  U* 
earning  their  bread   early;   and  thev. 
therefore,  grudged  having  to  pay  high 
rates,  especially  when  it  prevented  their 
obtaining  boys  to  work,  except  at  mea  ci 
wages.     Surely,  these  schools  were  for 
national  objects,  and  ought  to  be  chiefly 
paid  for  out  of  the  national  purse,  and 
not  out  of  the  local  rates.     He  was  not 
finding  fault  with  the  present  Govern- 
ment, for  the  head  of  it  had  been  the 
only  Prime  Minister  in  liis  recollection 
who  had  ever  evinced  a  real  desire  to 
help  the  tenant  farmer.     Among  other 
measures  having  this  object  in  view,  he 
might  mention  the  considerable  saving 
occasioned  to  the  ratepayers  by  the  re- 
payment of  a  portion  of  the  pauper  luna- 
tic   charges,  also  the  Prisons  Act  and 
the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act, 
which  was  a  most  valuable  measure,  not 
only  to  farmers,  but  to  the  whole  com- 
munity.    Again,  the  Agricultural  Hold- 
ings Act  was  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  the  official  recognition  of  their 
Chambers  of  Agriculture  by  the  Govern- 
ment would  give  the  agrlcilltural  claBiw 
a  better  itatui  for  promoting  or  opposing 
measures  as  they  believed  them  to  be 
good  or  bad.      Those  measures,  and, 
above  all,  the  Boyal  Commission,  proved 
that  the  Government  were  fully  alive  to 
the  exigencies  of  that  important  interest ; 
but  he  urged  that  more  relief  in  the 
same  direction  was  much  needed,  and  he 
did  not  doubt  that  if  they  remained  in 
Office  they  would  do  their  best,  even 
before  the  Eeport  of  the  Boyal  Commis- 
sion  was  presented,  to  carry  out  the 
measures  to  which  he  had  called  their 
attention.     The  Government  would  thus 
make  the  British  farmer  a  far  happier 
man,  because  ho  would  then  feel  that 
strict  justice  had  been  done  him,  and 
that  he  was  no  more  taxed  than   his 
neighbours.     He  would,  at  all  events, 
i  feel  that  proper  sympathy  for  his  trou- 
bles had  been  shown  him ;  and  if  this 
unjust  American  competition  went  on"^,  he 
would,  perhaps,  bear  with  more  equani- 
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mity  the  sight  of  cargoes  of  Amerioan 
beef  conyeyed  by  our  Bail  way  Companies 
for  little  more  than  half  what  he  had  to 
pay  for  his  home-grown  bullocks;  and 
eyen  of  his  neighbour,  the  brewer,  buying 
Californian  barley,  which,  whether  it 
was  the  case  or  not,  he  must  look  upon 
as  so  much  out  of  the  pocket  of  the 
British  farmer. 

The  Eakl  or  BEACONSFIELD :  My 
noble  Friend  the  noble  Duke  (the  Duke 
of  Rutland),  when  he  last  brought  this 
subject  before  your  Lordships'  considera- 
tion, had  to  dilate  upon  the  commercial 
depression  which  then  prevailed.     On 
the  part  of  Her  Majesty  s  Government, 
I  expressed  our  opinion  that  that  com- 
mercial depression  would  not  last  long, 
and  told   vour  Lordships  that  we  saw 
rig^  which,  though  they  might  be  de- 
ceptive, still,  in  our  opinion,  indicated 
a  remedial   rally    in    our    commercial 
relations.    I  am  glad  to  hear  from  my 
noble  Friend  the  noble  Duke  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  fact  that  there  is  a  consider- 
able improvement  in  our  commerce.    It 
is  true  that  my  noble    Friend  based 
his  consolation  upon  the  increased  com- 
mercial relations  between  this  country 
and  the  United  States;  and  though  it  is 
impossible  for    anyone    to    deny  that 
there  has  been  a   great  improvement 
in    our  trade  with   America,    and   al- 
though  it  is  impossible   to   deny  that 
our     commercial     relations     with    the 
United  States    amount    at    present  to 
several  millions  more  than  they  did  12 
months  ago,  still  the  noble  Duke  wished 
to    impress  upon  your  Lordships  that 
it  was  a  sudden  demand  for  one  par- 
ticular article  which    alone  occasioned 
this  improvement.     Now,  there  I  differ 
from  my  noble  Friend.     The  demand  of 
the  United  States  for  iron  has,  no  doubt, 
been  very  great,   and  it  has   been   for 
objects   which,  according  to  the  noble 
Duke,  may  in  time  be  exhausted ;  but  I 
venture  to  say  it  is  an  error  to  suppose 
that  the  commercial  improvement  comes 
only  from  the  advance  which  has  been 
effected  in  our  trade  with  theUnited  States. 
Thecommercial  improvement  is  a  general 
improvement,  and  I  think  it  is  one  which 
applies  to  almost  every  country,  and  now 
to  almost  every  article.  It  is  also  an  error 
to  suppose  that  our  commerce  as  regards 
iron  is  confined  to  the  United  States, 
for  there  are  other  States  with  whom  we 
are  now  carrying  on  an  active  commerce 
in  iron.     Well,  then,  the  noble   Duke 
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having  acknowledged  the  improvement 
in  our  trade,  and  having  rested  his  illus- 
tration of  our  present  position  in  that 
respect  mainly  upon  one  very  important 
article  of  commerce— namely,  iron — the 
noble  Duke  went  on  to  warn  us  that  we 
could  not  depend  upon  a  continuance  of 
our  commerce  in  that  respect,   and  to 
endeavour  to  enforce  those  views  which 
he  always  so  consistently  upheld,  and 
which  he  has  expressed  with  so  much 
ability  to-night.       Upon  that  subject, 
the  noble  Duke,  wishing  to  show   the 
fallacy    of   what    he    regarded    as  the 
principle    on    which    our     commercial 
system  is  now  established,  took  the  case 
of  France,  and  endeavoured  to  show  that 
our  Commercial  Treaty  with  France  had 
been  one  of  immense  benefit  to  France, 
but  very  slightly  beneficial  to  thiscoxmtry. 
But  that,  I  venture  to  say,  is  an  error  of 
my  noble  Friend.    I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  Commercial  Treaty  with  France  has 
been  a  vast  advantage  to  this  ooimtry.  J£ 
it  has  not  been  of  equal  advantage,  as  I 
hope  it  has,  to  both  countries,  I  main- 
tain that  it  has  been  of  vast  advantage 
to  this  country.     But  I  must  stop  for  a 
moment  to   remark    that  if  my   noble 
Friend  wishes  to  advocate  a  commercial 
system,  based  upon  protection  of  native 
industry,  he  ought,  to  a  certain  degree, 
to  be  a  supporter  of  the  Commercial 
Treaty  with   France,    because  it    is  a 
Treaty  entirely  of  Keciprocity ;  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  if  that  principle  had  not 
been  adopted  in  the  negotiations  which 
led  to  the  Treaty  the  commercial  rela- 
tions between  France  and  this  country 
would  have  remained  probably  much  in 
the  same  state  and  of  the  same  amount 
as  they  were  before   that  Treaty  was 
entered  into.     The  question  of  Kecipro- 
city and  the  question  of  Protection  are 
utterly  different  questions.     I  have  pre- 
viously made  remarks  on  the  question  of 
Keciprocity,  and  it  is  quite  unnecessary 
that  I  should  now  say  anything  on  the 
principle  of    the  protection   of   native 
industry.     If  the  nation  chose  to  adopt 
a     protective     policy,     nothing     could 
resist    that    policy    being    carried  into 
eflfect.     But,  with  regard  to  Keciprocity, 
I  have  always  impressed  upon  those  who 
brought  it  forwara  as  a  remedial  measure 
that  it  was  now  practically  impossible ; 
that  we  had  diminished  our  tariff  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  was  only  by  chance  that 
the  British  Government  were  able  to  carry 
the  French  Treaty  into  efi'ect;  and,  in 
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fact,  if  tho  French  Treaty  were  continued, 
as  I  believe  is  the  wish  of  many  who 
are  good  judges  of  what  is  advantage- 
ous to  this  country,  there  would  be  no 
materials  by  which  we  could  adopt  this 
principio  of   Reciprocity,  on  which  my 
noble    Fnend    so    much    dilated,    and 
which,   it  appears,  from   some  cheers, 
would  be  very  popular  in  this  House. 
Popular  or  not,  it  is  impossible.     Now, 
the  noble  Duke,  after  having  admitted 
that   commercial    depression    had    dis- 
appeared, brought  before  your  Lordships 
the  real  subject  under  consideration — 
the  depressed  state  of  agriculture ;    for 
the  commercial    depression  has  so   far 
subsided  that  I  do  not  think,  had  there 
been    no    nm-icultural    depression,    we 
should  have  been  called  upon  to  consider 
this  Motion.      No  one  can  deny  that 
there    is    great    distress    and    depres- 
sion    in     our     agricultural   condition. 
I  think  that  is  universally  admitted;  but 
the  question  is,  How  far  is  it  in  our 
power  to  relieve  this  distress  ?  Well,  that 
18  a  question  from  which  we  do  not  and 
ought  not  to  shrink.     My  noble  Friend 
who  spoke  just  before  me  (the  Marquess 
of  Hertford)  said  the  remedy  was  that 
there  should  be  a  further  diminution  of 
local  taxation.     Well,  if  it  can  be  shown 
to  Parliament  that  there  is  still  local 
taxation  which  is  unjustly  imposed  upon 
real  property,  and  not  equally  on  all 
kinds  of  property,  nobody  who  has  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  of  Parliament  and 
in  its  sense  of  duty  can  doubt  that,  if  a 
fair  case  be  made  out.  Parliament  will 
give  relief  in  that  respect.     Parliament 
has  already  shown  that  it  sympathizes 
with  that  class  of  property  in  this  coun- 
trv  which  was  subject  to  taxation  from 
which  all  other  classes  of  property  were 
exempt.     And  if  it  can  be  fairly  demon- 
strated that  there  are  still  taxes  levied, 
not  on  agricultural  land  only,  be  it  re- 
membered, but  on  real  property  which 
may  exist  in  towns,  I  have  no  doubt  that, 
General  Election  or  not,   the   sense  of 
duty  which  induences  Parliament  will 
induce  it  to   do  what   is  right  in  that 
matter.      Rut    I    must   say   that  I   do 
not    think     any    further    remission    of 
loo  ill  tiwation.  though  it  may  be  just, 
could  bo  otVorod  as  a  remedy  at  all  ade- 
qua  to   to  tho  distress   fnmi   which  the 
a^jrioult  unil  world  is  now  su tiering.  Now, 
it  nppojirs  to  mo  that  there  are  many 
things  wliiih  may  be  done,  which  re- 
quire* ivnsidoration,  no  doubt,  but  the 


principles  of  which  appear  to  me  to  be 
accepted  by  the  general  opinion  of  the 
country  as  the  result  of  discussion,  de- 
bate,  and  public  writing,    which  maj 
very  much  lacilitate  the  improvement  of 
the  soil,  and,  by  facilitating  the  improve- 
ment of  the  soil,  may  benefit  the  occu- 
piers of  the  soil.     Whether  we  consider 
the  question  of  removing  the  restrictions 
on  its  cultivation,  or  that  most  important 
point  as  to  which  I  introduced  in  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  a  measure^ 
namely,  the  securing  for  a  tenant  a  com- 
plete protection  for  the  capital  which  he 
has  invested  on  tho  farm  irhich  he  occu- 
pies, whether  it  takes  that  form  or  any 
other,  I  think  myself  that  before  we  can 
beneficially  act  to  relieye  and  improve 
the  agriculture  of  this  country,  the  agri- 
culture of  this  countiymustbe  in  aaomtl 
condition,  and  that  it  would  be  most  un- 
wise in  a  moment  of  distress  to  hxarj 
through  some  measure  when  we  are  not 
dealing  with  the  land  of  England  in  iti 
usual  state.  I  think  it  must  be  at  once  ae- 
knowled|;ed  by  all  that  it  is  not  so  much 
competition,  it  is  not  so  much  unjuit 
local  taxation,  but  what  is    infinitely 
more  injurious  and   more  powerful— 
namely,  an  almost  unprecedented  seriei 
of  disastrous  seasons,  which  has  bron^t 
about  the  jpresent  unfortunate  stats  of 
agriculture  in  England.    That  oonditioa 
of  the  cultivators  of  the  soil,  however,  is 
not  a  permanent  one,  and,  as  far  as  I  can 
see,  matters  are  tending  towards  im- 
provement.   I  will  not  pretend  to  ray  I 
can  foresee  what  may  occur ;  but  all  the 
evidences  of  nature  that  can  guide  ns 
rather  make  us  hope  that  we  are  abont 
to  enjoy  a  season  of  prosperity  and  abun- 
dance ;  and  should  this  promise  be  ful- 
filled, the  agricultural  mind  will  be  re- 
lieved from  a  great  deal  of  the  despon- 
dency and  distress  which,  at  this  moment, 
paralyze  to  a  great  degree  the  energiei 
of  the  farmer.    Then  will  be  the  right 
time  for  us  to  consider  whether  we  etn- 
not  alter  many  things  in  the  rriationi  of 
the  farmer  with  the  landowner,  and  deal 
with  other  matters  which  do  not  now 
beneficially    act    upon    his    csondition. 
Among  the  measures  which  might  then 
be  introduced  are  those  which  wiU|dsce 
the  local  taxation  of  the  country  upon  n 
just  basis,  should  it  be  found  unequal, 
and  secure  to  the  tenant  eomplete  pio- 
tection  for  the  capital  which  he  has  in- 
yested.  and  which  the  AgrieoltunlHoM- 
ings  Act  endeavoured,  at  least,  to  pvosoie 
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for  bim-^an  Act  of  ^hich  almost  every 
daj  I  hear  something  that  shows  me  that 
▼ery  scant  justice  was  done  to  it  by  those 
who  opposed  it.  And  again,  if  we  find 
that  a  change  in  the  normal  condition  of 
English  agriculture  has  been  brought 
about  by  a  series  of  bad  seasons,  we  may 
venture,  at  the  same  time,  to  come  to 
some  accurate  estimate  of  what  the  de- 
gree of  competition  is  which  it  has  to 
encounter  with  the  produce  of  foreign 
oountries.  I  must  say  that,  although  I 
have  myself  read  all  those  estimates  and 
aocounto  of  production  of  the  American 
Continent  which  have,  of  late,  been  so 
muoh  circulated,  I  cannot  myself  say 
that  I  feel  much  anxiety  upon  the  sub- 
jeoty  or  that  I  have  arrived  at  those 
oonoluaions  which  some  of  my  friends 
liATe.  We  want  more  data ;  we  want 
more  opportunities  of  examination,  and 
more  experience,  before  we  can  come  to 
may  decided  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  importation  of  foreign-grown  com 
upon  our  home  produce.  When  the 
Zoiglish  farmer  has  been  blessed  with 
a  harreet  worthy  of  his  industry,  and 
when  we  have  gained  greater  expe- 
rience of  the  effect  of  the  produce  of 
other  oountries  upon  our  own,  then  will 
be  the  time  for  us  to  consider  a  va- 
riety of  measures  which,  undoubtedly, 
may  not  appear  very  important  in 
tiiemselves,  but  which  will  in  the  ag- 
gregate place  him  in  a  more  advan- 
tageous and  improved  position  than 
he  now  occupies.  By  adopting  that 
course  we  shful  be  able  to  look  back 
with  satisfaction,  when  these  times  of 
depression  are  passed,  to  the  fact  that  we 
were  a^uided  by  the  dictaties  of  prudence 
and  did  not  rush  into  hasty  legislation. 
I  know  that  it  may  be  said  mat  it  is 
Terj  easy  to  preach  patience  to  those 
who  are  suffering.  Nobody  can  esteem 
more  than  I  do  the  character  and  en- 
durance of  the  British  farmer.  I  think 
that  the  patience  and  the  high  spirit 
with  which  he  has  borne  up  against  a 
series  of  disastrous  seasons,  the  few 
oomplaints  he  has  made  notwithstand- 
ing the  great  suffering  he  has  experi- 
enced, exhibit  his  conduct  in  a  light  in 
which  it  is  impossible  to  view  it  without 
a  feeling  of  admiration.  Wliatever  may 
happen,  the  cultivator  of  the  soil  still 
fonns  the  largest  class  of  our  industrial 
world ;  he  is  the  greatest  omployor  of 
labour;  and  your  Lordships  especially 
and  the  country  are  bound  to  iiim  by 


those  ties  which  the  traditions  and  the 
pleasantness  of  his  occupation  and  his 
good  conduct  and  loyalty  have  rendered 
so  strong.  Aristotle  says  that  the  agri- 
cultural class  is  the  least  given  to  sedi- 
tion. That  we  have  found  in  England ; 
and  we  have,  at  the  same  time,  found 
among  that  class  some  of  the  best 
exemplars  not  only  of  moral  life,  but  of 
that  devotion  to  the  Sovereign  and  that 
strict  performance  of  public  duty  which 
have  given  such  a  high  character  to  this 
country.  Therefore,  my  Lords,  when  we 
meet  again,  I  hope  we  shall  do  so  with  a 
less  gloomy  feeling  with  regard  to  the  for- 
tunes of  our  agricultural  friends.  I  could 
not  recommend  at  this  moment  any  change 
in  our  law  affecting  the  agricultural  in- 
terests that  might  be  brought  about  by 
hasty  legislation.  Her  Majesty  has  ap- 
pointed a  Boyal  Commission,  which  is 
now  engaged  in  examining  into  the 
subject,  and  from  the  labours  of  that 
body  I  augur  considerable  results.  I 
think  that  from  them  we  shall  obtain 
much  information  as  to  the  productive 
powers  of  the  American  Continent  which 
may  guide  us  in  our  decision  with  ad- 
vantage, and  that  they  will  also  lay 
before  us  the  opinions  of  some  of  the 
most  experienced  and  practical  men  in 
England  as  to  the  conditions  under  which 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  can  be  most 
beneficially  carried  on.  My  Lords,  I 
shall  be  deeply  disappointed  if  one 
result  of  the  labours  of  tnat  Commission 
is  not  to  afford  the  farmer  the  most 
complete  and  absolute  security  for  the 
capital  which  he  has  invested  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  land  which  he  occupies. 

HONG  KONG— THE  CONTAGIOUS  DIS- 
EASES  ORDINANCE,  1867. 

ADDBE88   FOR    FAPEBS. 

Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY 
rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  Copy  of  Beport  of  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  Governor  of 
Ilong  Kong  to  inquire  into  the  working 
of  the  ContaRious  Diseases  Ordinance 
of  1867,  which  had  been  presented  to 
the  other  House  of  Parliament ;  and  to 
move  for  the  despatch  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  in  reply  thereto. 
He  had  been  speaking  for  some  time, 
when 

Tub  Dukk  of  RICHMOND  and 
GORDON  said,  at  the  present  moment 
this  was  asking  the  House  to  discuss  a 
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Beport  which  was  not  before  it.  He 
would  suggest  that  the  proper  course 
would  be  to  move  that  a  Copy  of  the 
Beport  be  laid  on  the  Table,  and  then 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  joined 
in  the  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Stanley  of  Alderley)  not  to  bring  for- 
ward the  question  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. It  was  an  important  subject,  and 
he  thought  the  course  suggested  by  the 
noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon)  was  the  right  one  to  take 
under  the  circumstances. 

LoBD  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY 
said,  he  was  willing  to  adopt  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  noble  Duke,  and  would 
accordingly  move  for  a  message  to  the 
other  House  for  the  Papers  to  which  he 
had  referred. 

Earl  CADOGAN  said,  there  was  no 
objection  to  the  production  of  the 
Papers;  but  he  would  ask  tho  noble 
Lord  to  defer  the  Motion  to  allow  him 
an  opportunity  of  looking  through  them. 

Motion  postponed. 

AFFAIRS  OF  AFGHANISTAN. 
OBSERVATIONS. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  rose  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
affairs  of  Afghanistan.  He  said,  before 
this  expiring  Parliament  absolutely  died, 
he  was  anxious  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  the  state  of  things  in 
Afghanistan.  He  had  listened  with 
great  attention  to  the  conversation  which 
took  place  some  little  time  ago  on  Afghan 
affairs.  That  debate  must  have  been  of 
absorbing  interest  to  those  who  had 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  proceedings 
discussed ;  but  to  all  ordinary  unem- 
ployed Englishmen  it  was  instructive 
only  from  an  historical  or  antiquarian 
point  of  view.  Never  having  been  an 
Ambassador,  or  General  in  command  in 
the  field,  or  a  Viceroy  or  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  or  a  Prime  Minister,  or 
any  of  those  kind  of  things,  it  did  not 
interest  him  so  very  much  to  know  who 
began  it,  or  what  the  different  actors  in 
the  drama  did  some  years  ago.  He  would 
rather  have  learnt  who  was  going  to 
finii>h  it,  and  what  was  going  on  now, 
and  what  was  to  be  done  next.  But 
these  matters  were  passed  over  compara- 
tively in  silence.  He  confessed  that  he 
saw  much  to  approve  of  in  the  general 
policy  of   Her  Majesty's   Government, 

77if  in  vice  of  Richmond  and  Gordon 


and  he  recognized*  great  force  in  th^ir 
plea  that  droumstances  had  completely 
changed  since  the  late  Government  wer« 
in  Office.    He  believed  it  was  necessary 
for  the  Government  to  take  action  in  re- 
gard to  Afghanistan  to  assert  the  proper 
position  of  England  in  regard  to  that 
country,  to  check  Russian  ascendancy, 
to  re-assure  the  people  of  India  that  we 
intended  to  be  masters,  and  to  secure  a 
better  Frontier  for  our  Indian  Empire. 
The  faulty  nature  of  the  opposite  policy 
pursued  by  the  noble  Duke  (the  Duke 
of  Argyll)  who  spoke  first  in  that  de- 
bate was  indicated  by  his    own  state- 
ment.      He    said    he    ivas    frequently 
taunted  with  not  having  shared  in  Shere 
Ali's  fear  at  the  Russian  advance.     But 
the  noble  Duke  declared  solemnly,  in 
the  face  of  their  Lordships'  House,  that 
he  never  had  been  afraid  and  was  Dot 
afraid  then.    But  the  noble  Duke  did 
not  condescend  to  explain  why  he  wu 
not  afraid,  or  to  advance  arguments  to 
show   that   there   was    no    cause   for 
alarm.    He    merely  asserted    that   he 
was    not   frightened.      That    did   not 
prove    there  was    no    danger — it  only 
showed  that  the  noble  Duke  was  in- 
capable of   fear.      That  was  the  diffi- 
culty. The  noble  Duke  was  too  courage- 
ous.   Being  incapable  of  fear,  he  was 
also  unable  to  appreciate  danger.    Cir- 
cumstances had  abundantly  proved  that 
Shere  Ali  was  right,  and  tnat  the  noble 
Duke  was  wrong.  The  noble  Duke  spoke 
of  the  Government  as  listening,  appalled 
and  trembling,  with  ears  to  the  ground, 
to  the  approach  of  the  thirsty  and  tired 
Russian  battalions,  and  said  that  such  a 
posture  was  undigpnified.     He  would  not 
stop  to  inquire  how  far  Her  Majesty'i 
Government  was  affected  by  the  igpnoble 
sentiment  of  fear ;  but  he  believed  thtt 
the    ordinary  Englishman,   determined 
that  this  Empire  should  be  maintained 
intact,  or  that  the  ordinary  Englishman, 
actuated   by  more  sordid   motives  and 
having  large  sums  of  money  invested  in 
India,  would  prefer  that  the  Government 
should  hear  the  approach  of  these  Bos- 
sian     battalions,    even    if    they   wert 
frightened,  rather  than  that  the  Goren- 
ment  should  not  be  afraid  because  they 
were  deaf.    No  one  could  deny  or  ignore 
the  rapidity  with  which  Russia  had  of 
late  years  approached  our  Frontier— a 
rapidity  which  was  marvellous  consider* 
ing  the  nature  of  the  conntvy  she  had 
had  to  traverse.    He  did  not  prvtond  to 
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say  that  her  object  was  to  attack  India. 
He  only  meant  to  say  that  a  very  power- 
ful and  aggressive  nation — a  nation  that 
could  bring  an  Army  of  about  1,000,000 
of  men  into  the  field — had  advanced 
comparatively  close  to  the  Frontiers  of 
British  India.  Eassia  would  go  to 
Merv.  She  had  said  that  if  necessary 
she  would  go  there;  and  the  noble  Duke 
said  that  he  saw  no  reason  why  she 
should  not  eo  there,  if  it  was  desirable 
that  she  snould  extend  her  civiliz- 
ing influence  as  far  as  that.  The 
present  was  a  rather  unfortunate  mo- 
ment for  speaking  of  the  civilizing 
influences  of  Bussia.  The  morals  and 
manners  of  the  Turkomans  must  be  bad 
indeed  if  they  could  be  much  improved 
by  copying  from  Russia.  However,  he 
quite  agreed  that  there  was  no  reason 
why  Bussia  should  not  go  to  Merv  if 
she  desired  it ;  but  at  Merv  she  would 
be  within  220  miles  of  Herat.  Then 
came  the  serious  question  whether  she 
should  be  permitted  to  go  to  Herat. 
Herat  might  not  be  the  key  of  India ; 
but  it  certainly  was  a  very  important 
place.  If  Bussia  were  meditating  an 
invasion  of  India,  it  would  be  the  natural 
end  and  object  of  her  advances  across 
the  deserts.  In  that  valley  she  could 
g^dually  accumulate  the  forces  neces- 
sary for  an  invasion,  and  could  there 
develop '  all  requisite  materials  for  war. 
She  could  organize  an  invasion  with 
little  drain  upon  her  own  resources  by 
drilling  and  utilizing  the  native  ma- 
terial m  men  and  the  various  products 
of  the  earth.  For  an  invasion  it  was 
essential  to  have  a  base,  and  Herat  and 
the  adjacent  country  afforded  the  only 
base  convenient  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
yading  India.  For  an  invasion  of  India 
Herat  was  invaluable.  It  could  be  of 
no  use  to  Bussia  for  any  other  purpose. 
The  noble  Earl,  who  was  formerly  Vice- 
roy of  India  (the  Earl  of  Northbrook), 
said  that  Bussia  ought  never  to  be  al- 
lowed to  go  to  Herat.  That  was  very 
strong  language,  stronger  than  he  (the 
Earl  of  Dunraven)  should  like  to  use. 
However,  he  could  understand  the  policy 
which  contended  that  Bussia  should 
never  be  allowed  to  occupy  Herat ;  but 
he  could  not  understand  the  policy  which 
said  that,  and  argued  at  the  same  time 
that  England  should  have  remained  on 
her  old  Frontier,  should  not  prevent  the 
Bussian  occupation  of  Herat  by  occupy- 
ing it  herself,  and  should  not  evpn  plaro 


herself  in  a  position  to  nullify  as  much 
as  possible  the  effects  of  a  Bussian  ocou- 
pation  of  Herat.  With  Bussia  at  Merv, 
whither  she  would  certainly  go,  and 
with  England  at  her  old  Frontier  line, 
we  should  be  perfectly  powerless  to  pre- 
vent a  further  Bussian  advance.  But 
with  Candahar,  and  railway  communi- 
cation from  Candahar  to  the  sea — and 
it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  England's 
base  of  operations  in  India  was  the  sea 
— they  would  be  in  a  very  different  posi- 
tion. They  would  be  in  a  good  position 
to  act  in  the  event  of  any  Bussian 
advance  on  Herat.  He  believed  that, 
with  the  Passes  in  their  hands  and 
with  such  a  magnificent  flanking  posi- 
tion as  Candahar,  British  India  would 
be  perfectly  defensible  and  secure.  In 
the  Paper  containing  the  Treaty  of  Gan- 
damak,  which  was  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment, mention  was  made  of  a  Schedule 
annexed,  dealing  with  the  delimitation 
of  certain  districts,  and  he  supposed  that 
in  the  Schedule  the  scientific  Frontier  was 
marked  out.  The  Schedule  was  omitted, 
and  he  did  not  believe  that  it  had  ever 
been  presented  to  Parliament.  If  not,  he 
thought  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
should  give  the  House  some  information 
as  to  what  the  Frontier  was  or  was  to  be. 
It  was  a  question  whether  it  were  a 
better  strategical  position  to  hold  the 
heads  of  the  Passes,  the  entrances  to 
them,  as  they  now  did,  or  whether  they 
would  not  have  done  better  in  making 
the  mouths,  the  exits  of  the  Passes  on 
the  Indian  side,  easily  defensible.  That 
was  a  matter  he  should  like  to  have 
heard  discussed  in  that  House.  In  civil 
life,  if  he  expected  the  approach  of  a 
burglar  through  a  long  and  narrow  pas- 
sago,  he  should  prefer  waiting  for  him 
just  outside,  so  that  he  might  conve- 
niently knock  him  on  the  head  the  mo- 
ment he  emerged.  But  in  this  question 
of  a  Scientific  Frontier  there  was  much 
to  be  considered,  and  ho  could  under- 
stand that  it  might  bo  advisable  to  hold 
the  crests  of  the  mountains.  Besides, 
there  was  the  question  of  health  to  be 
considered,  if  European  garrisons  had 
to  be  kept  at  the  mouths  of  the  Passes. 
The  Government  asserted  that  they  had 
got  the  scientific  Frontier  they  wanted, 
and  they  had  as  yet  heard  no  strong  ar- 
guments urged  against  it.  It  was  true 
that  the  noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Argyll) 
spoke  about  its  being  useless  to  occupy 
tho    rrf**»t*<    (>f  fh'»  ni'nintains  t1i*^y  u*)  v 
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held,  because  there  were  other  crests  be- 
yond them  which  they  would   have  in 
turn  to  occupy.      But  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Napier  of  Magdala)  pointed  out 
that  a  plain,  about  120  miles  in  width, 
extended  at  the  base  of  the  mountains 
they  now  held.     Big  guns  not  having 
been  yet  developed  to  an   extent  that 
they  could  throw  projectiles  120  miles, 
the  enemy  could  not  affect  them  in  any 
way  without  deploying  on  the  plain,  and 
giving  them  the  opportunity  of  attack- 
ing their  forces  when   and  how   they 
pleased.     Their  position  on  the  moim- 
tains  was,  with  the  addition  of  Cauda - 
bar,  so  strong,  that  they  ought  to  be 
quite  content  with  it,  provided,  of  course, 
it  was  understood  that  Herat  was  out- 
side the  sphere  of  Eussia.     If,  however, 
Herat  was  such  a  very  important  place, 
and  if  it  were  absolutely  certain  that 
under  no  circumstances  must  Bussia  be 
allowed  to  take  it — that  her  possession 
of  it  would  be  fatal  to  them — then  he 
trusted  that  they  would  take  it  them- 
selves.    He  quite  agreed  with  the  noble 
Duke  in  saying  that  it  would  be  foolish 
to  bolster  up  Persia.     Nothing  could  be 
more  injudicious    than  to    hand    over 
Herat  to   Persia.      The  noble  Lord  so 
long  connected  with  the  Foreign  Office 
(Lord  Hammond)  touched  the  most  im- 
portant point  of  the  debate  when  he 
called  attention   to  the  position  which 
Hussia  would  occupy,  acting  upon  her 
Treaty  rights,  if  Persia  were  possessed 
of  Herat.     Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  been  asked  by  the  noble  Earl  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  (Earl  Gran- 
ville) if  they  had  had  any  negotiation 
or  convention  with  Russia  as  regarded 
Herat.     They  had  never  yet  given  a  de- 
finite answer  on  that  subject.     He  (the 
Earl    of     Dunraven)    noticed    in     The 
Standard  of  that  day  a  telegram  from 
Candahar,   saying  that  the   Shah   had 
sent  an  Envoy  to  Herat  with  a  strong 
escort,  and  it  was  supposed  that  he  had 
treasure  with  him.     That  rather  looked 
as  if  some  arrangement  had   been  en- 
tered into  with  Persia  as  regarded  Herat, 
and  he  trusted  that  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment would  bo  able  to  give  some 
definite   assurance  that  such    had    not 
been  the   ease.      There   was   only  one 
thing  that  could  be  worse  than  giving  a 
guarantee  to  Persia,  and  that  would  be 
for  England  and  Eussia  to  enter  into  a 
co-partnership  in  the  matter.     They  had 
Imd  ('ii'Mi;^!!    of  mutual    intorferoneo  in 
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the  case  of  Egypt ;  and  he  foarod  tha: 
before  the  next   Parliament   met  tlwy 
might  be  pledged  to  co-partnership  wirh 
Eussia,  or  a  guarantee  of  Persia.     Il».r 
Majesty's  Government   bad   been  T.'ry 
reticent  on  the  question  of  Herat,  an-i 
they  had  returned    somewhat    eva.«iv« 
answers  to  the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  uf 
the  Opposition  on  the  subjet't.     It  wa« 
not  unnatural  that  they  should  look  with 
some  uneasiness  upon  this  silence.    Ti>' 
most  extraordinary  and  quite  anomalous, 
position  of  affairs  in  Afghanistan  va<* 
They  were  at  war  ;  they  had  an  Annv  of 
50,000  or  60.000  men  in  the  Bold ;  t'hej 
found  great  difficulty  in  recruiting  for  it. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  was  going  to 
the  front  to  take  command,  and  they  had 
not  the  slightest  idea  what  they  were 
fighting  for,  or  what  the  war  was  about. 
The  objects  the  Prime  Minister  men- 
tioned— the  scientific  Frontier,  the  as- 
sertion of  their  determination  to  put  up 
with  the  influence  of  no  Foreign  Piiwer 
in  Afghanistan — had  been  accomplished. 
In  securing  their  position  and  vindicat- 
ing their  authority  the  Government  actt-d 
wisely  and  well ;  but  they  committed  one 
great,  fatal  error  in  forcing  a  European 
Envoy  upon  the  Afghans  at  Cabul.    Thr 
results  of  that  error  the  Prime  Minister 
described  as  an  incident  or  accident  of 
war.     It  cost  the  life  of  a  most  talented 
and  gallant  officer,  and  many  buve  meu. 
It  cost  to  this  country  the  services  of  a 
man  who  might  have  been  of  the  greatest 
value  to  it,  and  it  dragg^  this  countxv 
into  war,  or  into  warbke  complication's 
out  of  which  we  saw  no  way  of  extri- 
cating ourselves.     And  the  reason  wky 
that  was  done  was,   according  to  the 
noble  Viscount  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  (Viscount  Cranbrook),  because 
a  Native  Envoy  would  not  have  been  so 
useful.      He  (the   Earl  of  Dunraven], 
however,  believed  a  Native  Enroy  would 
have  been  found  infinitely  more  useful 
than  a  European  one.   But  it  was  thought 
necessary,  because  a  Russian  Envoy  had 
been  to  Cabul,  that  we  should  send  an 
Englishman  there.     That  appeared  to 
him  a  childish  assertion  of  power ;  and 
that   was  called  an    "  accident."      He 
called  it  a  grave  diplomatic  error — an 
error  in  judgment,  that   entailed  most 
disastrous  results — a  mistake,  and  a  fatal 
one,  in  policy;  not  an  accident.     If  they 
wont  to  war  to  vindicate  their  authority 
and  honour  and  to  improve  their  Fron- 
ti<M*.  thou  ifverj'  penny  spent  and  eviTv 
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drop  of  blood  shed  since  the  Treaty  of 
Gandamak  had  been  poured   out  and 
wasted  on  account  of  that  '' accident'' 
or  "incident"  of  war.     The  differences 
between  England  and  Kussia  had  been 
narrowed  to  a  very  small  issue — down 
to  a  question  of  boundaries  and  ultimate 
aims  and  objects  in  Central  Asia — and  it 
would  be  very  strange  if  an  understand- 
ine  —  permanent,   because   satisfactory 
to  both  parties — could  not  be  arrived  at. 
No  understanding  that  consisted  of  a 
co-operation  or  co-pr\rtnership  could  be 
Batisfactory.     It  was  right  and  proper 
that  Russia  should  be  allowed  to  fulfil 
what  she  deemed  her  civilizing  mission 
in  Central  Asia ;  but  the  possession  of 
Herat  could  not  be  necessary  to  secure 
that  object.     The  possession  of  Herat 
would  be  a  direct  menace  to  British  rule 
in  India,  and  should  be  dealt  with  ac- 
cording as  circumstances  would  at  the 
time  indicate;   and,  in  the  meantime. 
we  should  take   up   a  position   which 
would  secure  us  even  against  any  evil 
arising  from  that  eventuality.     But  if  it 
be  agreed,  as  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl 
of  Northbrook)  appeared  to  think,  that 
it  was  absolutely  essential  that  Herat 
should  never  be   in  the  possession   of 
Itussia,  then  let  them  settle  that  ques- 
tion in  the  only  way  in  which  it  could  be 
settled  satisfactorily — namely,  by  taking 
it  themselves.      He    did    not    believe, 
however,  that  was  necessary  ;   he  be- 
lieved, with  the  Passes  and  Candahar  in 
their  hands,  India  was  safe    enough. 
Her  Majesty's   Government  might   bo 
actuated  by  a  very  laudable  desire  to 
extend  the   blessings  of  their  rule  to 
people  who  sadly  needed  it ;  the  settled 
dwellers  in  the  cities  and  valleys  would 
be  only  too  glad  to  be  protected  by  them 
from   the  savage   highland   clans  that 
now   ruled  them ;    but   he  trusted   the 
Government  would  consider  chiefly  what 
was  best  for  the  interests  of  England 
and   for   our   fellow-subjects   in   India. 
There  were  two  distinct  policies,  and  a 
good  deal  could  be  said  to  recommend 
each  of  them.  They  could  remain  where 
they  were,  on  the  lines  settled  by  the 
Treaty  of  Gandamak  with  the  addition 
of  Candahar,  or  they  could  take  Herat 
and   annex   the  whole  country.     They 
knew  not  as  yet  in  which  direction  the 
policy  of  the  Government  lay.     There 
was   an   intermediate   policy — a  policy 
that  would  be  fatal — a  policy  that  would 
endeavour  to  oxertist?  a  feeble  r-jntrol 


[  over  Herat  through  another  Power  ; 
that  would  give  Persia  a  vicarious  au- 
thority in  Afghanistan ;  that  would  pos- 
sibly involve  England  in  some  interna- 
tional arrangement  with  Hussia — some 
joint-stock  business,  in  which  of  a  surety 
their  liability  would  not  be  limited.  It 
was  a  policy  which  would  be  very  fatal 
to  the  country,  and  yet  the  Parliament 
was  about  to  be  dissolved,  leaving  the 
country  in  absolute  ignorance  as  to 
whether  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  tended  in  that  direction  or 
not.  It  would,  therefore,  be  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  country  if  the  Government 
would  give  some  information  on  the 
subject  before  Parliament  dissolved. 

Lord  STANLEY  of  ALDERLEY 
said,  the  noble  Earl  who  had  just  sat 
down  (the  Earl  of  Dunraven)  had  un- 
derstated the  case  with  regard  to  the 
unfortunate  death  of  Major  Oavagnari ; 
it  was  no  accident  of  war ;  not  only 
should  the  Government  not  have  in- 
sisted on  sending  a  European  officer  as 
Envoy,  but  Major  Cavagnari  was  the 
last  man  that  should  have  been  chosen 
for  that  service,  for  he  was  identified  in 
the  minds  of  the  Afghans  as  the  man 
who  caused  and  began  the  first  war; 
and  what  had  happened  was  foreseen 
and  anticipated.  If  a  European  were 
selected  as  Envoy  he  should  have  been 
a  civilian,  and  either  have  had  no  escort, 
and  trusted  himself  to  the  hospitality  of 
the  people,  or  have  had  a  larger  escort. 
We  did  not  yet  know  who  was  respon- 
sible for  this  selection  ;  whether  it  was 
the  Home  Government  or  the  Indian 
Government.  He  would  not  say  much 
about  the  first  war,  as  their  Lordships 
had  alreadv  heard  so  much  about  it ; 
but  it  would  have  been  unnecessary,  if 
the  Government  had  then  done  what 
they  had  seemed  lately  to  be  inclined  to 
do,  to  make  an  alliance  with  Persia.  Sir 
Henry  Eawlinson  had  advocated  an  al- 
liance with  Persia  for  the  last  20  years, 
and  his  ideas  were  very  good  ;  but  they 
must  be  taken  as  a  whole  and  fully 
carried  out.  Now  they  had  had  an  alli- 
ance with  Persia ;  but  in  1825  they  had 
abandoned  Persia,  although  several 
British  officers  were  at  that  time  in 
command  of  Persian  troops  ;  and  in 
1K27  the  Treaty  of  Turkman  Tchai  had 
excluded  Persian  ships  from  the  Caspian. 
In  Nadir  Shah's  time  an  Englishman 
had  commanded  a  Persian  ship  on  tho 
r'aspian,  and  fr'»ni  tlio  Paf-pian  Soa  tbu 
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Russians  could  be  taken  not  only  on  the 
flank,  but  in  the  roar.     The  teleprraphic 
news  from  Afghanistan  was  conflicting. 
One  telegram  spoke  of  negotiation  with 
the  Afghans  in  Ghuznee,  and  another 
said  orders  had  come  from  India  to  at- 
tack it.     He  hoped  that  this  would  be 
avoided  by  negotiation  and  pacification, 
and  that  they  would  not  uselessly  throw 
away  the  lives  of  their  own  men  in  at- 
tacking it,    nor  uselessly  increase  the 
blood-feud    between    them    by   killing 
more  of  the  Afghans.     He  also  wished 
to  say  that  if  Abderrahman  Khan  should 
succeed  in  establishing  himself  over  a 
considerable    part    of   Afghanistan,    it 
would  be  very  short-sighted  on  their  part 
to  oppose  him,  merely  because,  when  in 
exile,    he    had    been    a    pensioner    of 
Kussia.     By  his  age   and  position  he 
was  one  of  the  family  of  the  Barakzais, 
who  had  most  claim  to  rule  in  Afghan- 
istan ;  and  the  most  gracious  Speech  of 
the  Queen  at  the  opening  of  the  Session 
had  repeated  the  desire  for  a  friendly 
and  independent  Afghanistan. 

Lord  BLANTYRE  said,  that  the  in- 
vasion of  India  by  a  merely  Russian 
Force  would  be  of  little  consequence; 
but  if  Russia  gained  strength  in  the  ad- 
vance she  was  assuredly  making  upon 
India,  and  was  allowed  by  us  to  add 
the  very  formidable  Turkoman  cavalry 
and  the  hardy  Afghan  races  to  her  own 
Forces,    then    their   joint    invasion    of 
India  would  probably  be  a  success.      A 
locust  was  a  small  and  weak  thing  in 
itself;  yet  the  locusts  in  India  had  been 
known,  by  attaching  themselves  in  great 
numbers  to  the  rails  and  train,  to  over- 
come the  power  of  the  engine  to  move 
the  train.     An  invasion  of  India  from 
Central  Asia,  organized  on  a  large  scale, 
would  be  overwhelming  from  its  num- 
bers— resistance  would  be  vain.      Some 
military  men  had  proposed  to  stop  in- 
vasion by  forts  and  armies;  if  it  took 
place,  probably  no  resistance  of  the  kind 
would   avail.     The  safer  way  w*as    to 
prevent  such  an  invasion  taking  place  ; 
to  detach  the  whole  of  Afghanistan,  not 
only  from  Russia,  but  from  barbarism  ; 
for  so  long  as  any  considerable  portion 
of  that  country  remained  barbarian  it 
would  yield  to  the  invitations  of  Russia 
to  join  her  in  looting  India.      Roads, 
trade,  good  government,  would  civilize 
Afghanistan,  as  they  had   done   other 
countries,  and   unite  her  people   in    a 
common  interest  with  India.     We  eu- 

Lurd  Stanley  of  Ald^rhy 


tored  on  the  policy  of  drawing  th*»  co-ir.- 
tries  yet    remaining  between    us    an! 
Russia  to  our  side   when   we  lef^  th- 
Indus  Valley ;  that  was  not  an  ancient 
Frontier,    for    the    Afghan    races   had 
dominated  a   large  part  of  India,   ani 
it   had  only  been   occupied  by   us  f.^r 
about  30  years — a  weak  Frontier,  an^l 
hemmed  in  by  barbarians.     The  ques- 
tion was,  whether  our  present  plans  w^r* 
sufficiently  comprehensive  ?    A  Front if-r 
drawn  through  the  middle  of  the  oountrr 
was  likely  to  involve  us  in  chnmic  war- 
fare. There  is  no  course  that  would  effect 
our  object  of  strengthening  India  bj  a 
civilized   and    dependent    Afghanistar.. 
short  of  ruling  the  whole  country.  Why 
did  we  delay  to  take  Herat?     We  had  a 
large  force  at  Candahar — the  campai;^- 
ing  season  was  about  to  begin — Herat 
might  be  expected  to  offer  less  resistance 
now  than  at  any  future  time.     It  was 
necessary  to  take  it  to  subdue  opposition 
to  our  arms  and  authority  in  Afghan- 
istan. Herat  had  always  occupied  a  lead- 
ing position  in  giving  a  Ruler  to  that 
country.     We  might  use  it  to  that  end, 
or  we  might,  by  inactivity,  allow  it  to  be 
used  against  us.  The  possession  of  Herat 
would  allow  us  to  take  another  step  to- 
wards the  prevention  of  a  successful  in- 
vasion of  India.     Once  there,  we  should 
be  in  a  position,  by  diplomacy,  or  by  acts» 
to  secure  the  independence  from  Bnssia 
of  the  Tekke  Turkomans. 

Yisconrr  CRANBROOK  said,  he  was 
sure  their  Lordships  would  not  expect 
him  to  notice  all  the  remarks  of  the 
noble  Lords  who  had  spoken  on  the  eub- 
ject,  or  to  agree  with  them  in  all  the 
conclusions  at  which  they  had  arrived. 
Very  different  opinions  had   been  ex- 
pressed by  the  noble  Lords  who  had 
spoken  ;  and  he  thought  those  of  their 
Lordships  who  had  listened  to  the  dit- 
cussion  would  come  to  the  oondation 
that,  at  all  events,  those  who  were  not 
responsible  for  oar  treatment    of  Af- 
ghanistan  had  Tery  different  methods 
of  dealing  with  it.      The  noble  Lord 
who  spoke    last  (Lord  Blantyre)  had 
told  them  to  annex  the  whole  of  Af- 
ghanistan.   The  noble  Earl  who  intro- 
duced the  subject   (the  Earl    of  Dun- 
raven)  deprecated  anything  of  the  kind, 
advised  them  not  to   go    beyond   the 
scientific  Frontier  of    Oandamak,  and 
that  we  should  take  particular  care  not 
to  allow  Persia  to  take  Herat,  or  to 
liavi*  any  voice  in  the  affairs  of  Afgha'-- 
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istan.     The  noble  Lord  (Lord  Stanley  of 
Alderley)  said  that  we  should  enter  into 
an  alliance  with  Persia  and  hand  her 
oyer  Herat,   and  at  the  same  time — 
which  struck  him  (Viscount  Cranbrook) 
as  inconsistent — they  should  attempt  to 
Bet  up  a  strong,  united  Afghanistan.     It 
was  very  well  for  noble  Lords  to  evolve 
out  of   their  own  consciousness    their 
Tarious  modes  of  dealing  with  this  ques- 
tion, and  they  might  be  worthy  of  great 
consideration  in  the  abstract ;  but  when 
the  Government  had  to  deal  with  the 
actual  facts  of  the  country,    and  look 
at    the  position   in    which    they  were 
placed,  tney  had  to  deal  with  causes 
and  effects  of  which  noble  Lords  were 
not  aware.       He  was    quite    ignorant 
of  what  was    intended    by  the   noble 
Earl,  who  merely  gave  Notice  that  he 
would  call  attention  to  the   affairs  of 
Afghanistan  ;  he  did  not  know  whether 
he  was  g^ing  to   support  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  course  tney  had  taken,  or 
how  he  was  going  to   deal  with  the 
question.     He  was  very  glad,  however, 
to  hear  the  noble  Earl  state  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  refer  to  the  old  history  of 
the  country.     It  was   much   better   to 
direct  their  attention  now  to  what  had 
to  be  done  rather  than  to  what  had  been 
done.     The  noble  Earl  complained  of  the 
reticence  of  the  Government.     Now,  the 
Government,   in   the    Queen's  Speech, 
announced  particularly  that  they  had  no 
desire  to  annex  Afghanistan,  and  that 
they  would  go  in  the  main  on  the  lines 
of  the  Treaty  of  Gandamak.     That  was 
the  policy  to  which  they  still  adhered ; 
but  he  objected  altogether,  at  the  very 
moment  when  the  spring  had  arrived, 
and   the  war  might  be  going  to  com- 
mence, to  lay  down  any  particular  rule 
as   to   any  particular  lino  of  Frontier 
until  they  saw  what  the  dispositions  of 
the  Natives  were,  and  how  they  were  to 
assert  their  supremacy  in  that  country. 
The    noble    Earl    asked    whether    the 
Treaty  of  Gandamak  did  not  lay  down 
definitely   any   plan.     No,    it  .did   not. 
Only  a  short  interval  elapsed  before  the 
unfortunate   Cavagnari    and    his    com- 
panions, whose  loss  ho  (Viscount  Cran- 
brook) deeply  deplored,  were  murdered, 
and  the  period  was  too  short  thoroughly 
to  survey  the  position.     The  noble  Earl 
had  condemned  tho  policy  of  sending  an 
English  Envoy  to  rabul.     Now,  Cabul 
was  not  tln'ir  n^^loction  ;  it  was  the  se- 
lection of  Yiiknui)  Khan,  and  it  was  in 


deference  to  his  wishes  that  the  Envoy 
went  there.     It  might  be  that  the  fall  of 
Sir  Louis  Cavagnari  might  have  been 
foretold  ;  but  all  he  could  say  was  that 
it  was  not  foretold  by  himself,  or  by  those 
who  were  conversant  with  the  affairs 
of  Afghanistan.     Nor  was  it   contem- 
plated by  him  when  he  was  there ;  be- 
cause,   although  he  knew  there  were 
great  dangers  to  Yakoob  Khan,  he  had 
no  reason  to  suspect  that  there  was  the 
deep-rooted  hostility  against  the  Mission 
which  was  manifested  by  the  attack  on 
the  Eesidency.     When  the  time  came 
for  unravelling  some  of  the  secrets  of 
the  matter,  it  might  be  that  steps  were 
taken  which  involved  treachery  too  deep 
for    them    to   have    suspected.      How- 
ever, that  was  past.     But  he  did  not 
understand  the  noble  Earl  to  condemn 
our  sending  troops  to  avenge  the  insult 
offered  to  England,  or  to  blame  them 
for  having  taken  steps  to  vindicate  the 
authority  so  set  at  naught.     It  was,  no 
doubt,  their  duty  to  go  to  Cabul  then, 
although  their  desire  had  been  in  the 
former  campaign  not   to  do  anything 
which  might  interfere  with  the  security 
of  the  Ameer  or  tend  to  the  disintegra- 
tion of  his  Elingdon.     With  respect  to 
English  Envoys  as  against  Native  En- 
voys, he  would  just  say  this — In  one  of 
his  letters  he    had  lately  read.   Lord 
Minto  expressed  himself  strongly  as  to 
the  deficiencies  of  Native  Envoys.  They 
were  trustworthy  to  a  certain  extent ; 
but  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  speak 
with  an  authority  that  could  be  relied 
on — ^with  the  authority  of  an  Envoy  be- 
longing to  the    ruling    nation.     They 
spoke   as   they  were  told  by  those  in 
whose  Courts   they   were ;    and  it  was 
notorious  that  their    reports   were  ac- 
tually, in  some  cases,  revised  and  cor- 
rected by  the  authorities   of  the  Court 
to    which  they  were    attached.      That 
did    not    seem    to    be    a    position    of 
things  to   enable  them   to   get  correct 
information ;  and  assuming  that  Yakoob 
Khan  coidd  have  protected  the  Envoy 
who   was   sent  there   at    his    own   re- 
quest,  they   would  have  found  them- 
selves on  much  better  terms  than  they 
had  been  before.     Unfortunately,  that 
did  not  take  place,  and  they  had  to  ad- 
vance upon  Cabul.     They  were  now  in 
a  position  in  which  they  had  Forces  in 
the  Kurrum  Valley,  at  Candahar,  and 
at  Cabul.     The  noble  Lord  objected  to 
them  marching  on  Ghuznee ;  but  unlMS 
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a  pacification  was  to  come  he  saw  no 
other  course  open  to  them.  At  no  dis- 
tant date  he  hoped  that  General  Stewart 
would  make  his  march  back  to  India  by 
Ghuznee.  Whether  it  would  be  neces- 
sary for  him  to  attack  it,  which  he  very 
much  doubted,  or  whether  it  would  not 
be  a  peaceable  march  to  its  possession, 
he  could  not  at  that  moment  say.  But 
here,  again,  he  might  say  rumours  of 
very  different  characters  prevailed  as 
to  the  disposition  of  the  Chiefs  at 
Ghuznee ;  and  it  would  be  very  foolish 
of  him,  when  they  were  just  at  the 
beginning  of  spring,  to  adopt  any  con- 
clusion as  to  what  would  be  the  con- 
duct of  the  Tribes  at  that  particular 
period.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
sowing  time  was  a  most  important  time 
for  these  people ;  and  they  knew  if  they 
did  not  sow  their  fields  they  would  have 
no  harvest  to  reap.  The  time  was  also 
most  important  for  us,  when  the  Passes 
were  open.  It  would  give  them  a  great 
advantage  in  any  movement  they  might 
make  if  it  were  made  at  this  time.  With 
respect  to  Herat,  the  noble  Earl  was 
very  anxious  that  they  should  not  annex 
it.  He  (Viscount  Cranbrook)  was  dis- 
posed to  agree  with  the  noble  Earl  to  a 
certain  extent  that  Herat  was  not  of  the 
infinite  importance  many  attributed  to 
it ;  and  particularly  when  we  were  in 
possession  of  Candahar,  and  the  other 
positions  we  held,  Herat  became  of 
much  less  importance  than  it  was  on 
any  previous  occasion.  But,  as  the 
noble  Earl  talked  of  the  civilization  of 
Central  Asia,  he  (Viscount  Cranbrook) 
would  say  that  during  last  year  more 
steps  had  been  taken  with  that  view  than 
had  ever  been  taken  before,  and  that 
chiefly  by  pressing  on  those  railways 
which  had  already  reached  Afghanistan. 
Sir  Richard  Temple  described  the  progress 
of  these  works,  in  which  he  had  taken 
an  active  j)art,  in  a  most  interesting 
manner,  speaking  of  dynamite  blasting 
the  rocks  in  Afghanistan  and  making  a 
way  for  the  railways,  which  it  was  to  be 
hoped  would  in  1882  be  carried  into 
Candahar.  If  that  were  the  ease  the 
railways  would  go  further  and  tlie  trade 
of  Central  Asia  would  come  by  way  of 
Candahar,  and  they  might  look  forward 
to  this  great  question  being  solved  by 
their  further  progress  towards  Herat. 
In  that  way  a  solution  would  be  arrived 
at  far  better  than  anv  that  had  been 
suggested  to-night.     The  noblo  Earl  ex- 


pressed  a  hope  that  they  would  have  no 
understanding  with  Russia  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  he  OAked  whether  there  was  any 
arrangement  with  respect  to  Herat.  In 
reply  to  the  noble  Earl,  he  had  to  say 
that  they  had  no  understanding  with 
Russia  on  the  subject,  and  that  no 
arrangement  had  been  come  to  with 
Persia  with  respect  to  Herat.  It  might 
be  true  that  Persia  had  emissaries  in 
Herat,  and  he  had  no  doubt  Persia 
would  be  extremely  glad  to  be  in  posses- 
sion of  Herat.  There  were  possible  con- 
ditions which  might  make  its  acquisi- 
tion by  Persia  not  so  dangerous;  but 
he  must  ask  the  noble  Earl  to  leave  this 
question  unsolved  for  the  present.  He 
looked  forward  with  great  hope  to  the 
pacification  of  Afghanistan,  and  of  its 
being  governed  by  Rulers  of  its  own 
choice,  without  any  interference  on  our 
part  in  its  internal  affairs,  only  taking 
care  to  secure  the  Frontier  we  had 
achieved. 

In  answer  to  the  Earl  of  Nobthbrooe, 
Viscount  CRANBROOK  said,  no 
arrangement  had  been  made  by  Con- 
vention or  contract  with  Persia,  to  waive 
the  Treaty  of  Paris  with  reference  to 
Herat. 

Hoose  adjourned  at  half  past  Eight 

o*clook,  till  To-mont>w,  half 

past  Ten  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
Wednesday,  24th  March,  1880. 


MINUTES.]— Public  Bills— /Zoya/  AateM^ 
Exchequer  Bills  and  Bonds  [43  Vict,  c.  16] ; 
Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  [48  Vict. 
c.  13] ;  Customs  and  Inluid  Revenue  [43  Viei. 
0.  14];  Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland)  [43 
Vict.  c.  12] ;  Companies  Acta  Ameadinent 
[43  Vict.  c.  191;  Municipal  Corporations 
(Property  Qualification  Abolition)  [43  Vict. 
c.  17];  National  Debt  [43  ViH.  c.  15]; 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Prac- 
tices (No.  2)  [43  Vict.  c.  18]. 

PROROGATION   OF  THE  PARLIAMENT 
—HER  MAJESTY'S  SPEECH. 

Tho   PARLIAMENT  tfos  this  day 
prorogued  by  Comniission. 

The     lord     CHANCELLOR    tc- 

quainted  tho  House  that  Her  MaJMtr 
had  been  [deased  to  grant  two  several 
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ommiflsiaiis,  one   for   dedaring   Her  will  lead  to  a  speedy  settlement  of  that 

k>jnal  Assent  to  several  Acts  agreed  Qountry. 
pon  hj  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 

ad  the  other  for  proroguing  the  Parlia-        ''I  have  had  much  satis&ction  in 

lent : — ^And  the  jLords  Commissioners  assenting  to  the  Acts  you  have  passed 

^nmrn^j.  The  Loed  Oh^crlwh  ;  The  ^^  jj^^  ^jj^f  ^f  ^^   ^.^^        unhappily 
t4BL  OF  HAmmwiCKE;    The   Earl   of  ^     .    >  .       i?    t    1     j         j 

kadfo&d;  The  Sbcebtaey  of  State  prevalent  m  parts  of   Ireland,   and 

m  Tmdia  (The  Yiseount  Cranbrook) ;  trusting  that  these  measures  will  be 

ad  The  Lord  SKBLMBRSDALE-being  in  accepted  by  my  Irish  subjects  as  a 
leir   Bobes,   and  seated   on  a  Form         ^    «   ,      ,^ j«.  «r^ww.*K«.  ^  ♦v*^ 

atween  the  Throne  and  the  Woolsack ;  P^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^7  sympathy  of  the 

ad  the  Oommoits  being  oome,  with  their  Imperial  Parliament,  I  look  forward 

peaker,  and  the  Commission  to  that  ^^h  confidence  to  the  restored  pro- 

S^eS^S^J^:il  Bk^^^  ""^  «Fri*y  oft^eu  country. 

"  I  rejoice  to  obserre  the  indications 

Then  The  LOBD  OHANOELLOR,  of  a  general  improvement  in  trade, 

rS*  m^U^Sl  ^S^S'^as  and  tl^t  the  commercial  depression 

allows :—  which  I  have  had  to  lament  appears 

"My  Lords,  and  Oentlemen,  *^     ^.       ^\ 

^^  .     ^,     ^,  •       J  V     1      ^  "I  have  witnessed  with  the  greatest 

"  As  the  time  assigned  by  law  for  xu     xi.    1.  i  -x  •    j 

A       •    X-       /•  XI.  X  -n    V  sympathy  the  heavy  losses  sustained 

16  tennmation  of  the  present  Parlia-  v    ,f         .  ,  ^  j     -xu 

^  ,      ,    T        •  J      J  by  the  various  classes  connected  with 

lent  IB  near  at  hwid,  I  am  induced  ^^^  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  have 

J  considerations  of  public  policy  and  ^.^^^  ^^^  admiration  the  patience 

mvemence,  to  select  this  period  of  ^^  ^^j^  ^j^^^  ^^^ 

le  tjession    for  releasing  you  from  .^^^^^^^^  ^^^3^  ^^  ^^^3t 

cmr  legwlative  duties,  with  a  view  to  ^^^^^^  ^^.^^  ^^  disastrous  seasons. 

nimmediate  dissolution,  and  the  issue  .  ^1    ^      ..,    ^^     yy     -        i. 

p      ..    p  ,    y^^L'^  I  trust  that,  with  the  blessing  of 

r  wnts  for  a  general  election.  ti      •  j  ^  v  1    1     ^ 

Providence,  a  more  favourable  harvest 

"  I  cannot  part  from  you  without  ^ay  be  looked  for,  and  that,  from  the 
qnressing  my  deep  sense  of  the  zeal  Commission  which  I  issued  to  inquire 
nd  ability  which,  during  more  than  ^^^^  the  causes  of  agricultural  depres- 
ix  years,  you  have  consistently  dis-  gion,  suggestions  may  come  which  will 
layed  in  exercising  your  important  i^ad  to  the  more  profitable  use  of 
motions,  nor  without  tendering  to  agricultural  land,  and  to  a  higher  de- 
em my  warm  acknowledgments  for  velopment  of  this  branch  of  national 
10  useful  measures  which  you  have  industry. 
ibmitted    for    my    acceptance,   and       ^*  The  electors  of  the  United  King- 


qpecially  for  the  manner  in  which  you 
ave  upheld  a  policy  the  object  of 
'hich  was  at  once  to  defend  my  Em- 
ire  and  secure  the  general  Peace. 

"  My  relations  with  Foreign  Powers 
re  friendly,  and  favourable  to  the 
laintenance  of  tranquillity  in  Europe. 

**  I  entertain  the  confident  hope  that 
le  measures  adopted  in^Afgbanistan 


dom  will  be  called  upon  forthwith  to 
choose  their  Representatives  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  fervently  pray  that  the 
blessing  of  Almighty  God  may  guide 
them  to  promote  the  object  of  my 
constant  solicitude — the  happiness  of 
my  |)eople." 

Then  a  Commission    for    prorogniug 
thr  Parliament  was  road. 
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After  which, 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said— 

Ml/  Lords,  and  Gentlemen^ 

By  virtue  of  Her  Majesty's  Commis- 
sion, under  the  Great  Seal,  to  us  and 
other  Lords  directed,  and  now  read,  we 
do,  in  Her  Majesty's  Name,  and  in 
obedience  to  Her  Commands,  prorogue 
this  Parliament  to  Tuesday  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  April  next,  to  be  then 
here  holden;  and  this  Parliament  is 
accordingly  prorogued  to  Tuesday  the 
thirteenth  day  of  April  next. 


HOUSE    OF     COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  2ith  March,  1880. 


The  House  met  at  half  after  One  of 
the  clock. 

PROROGATION  OF  THE  PARLIAMENT. 

Message  to  attend  The  Lobds  Com- 
missioners : — 


The  House  went ; — and  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  that  purpose  having  been 
read,  the  Eoyal  Assent  was  given  to 
several  Bills. 

And  afterwards  Her  Majesty's  Most 
Gracious  Speech  was  delivered  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  by  the  Lord  High 
Chancellor  (in  pursuance  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Command). 

Then  a  Commission  for  proroguing 
the  Parliament  was  read. 

After  which, 

Thb  lord  CHANCELLOR  said- 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

By  virtue  of  Her  Majesty's  Commis- 
sion, under  the  Great  Seal,  to  us  and 
other  Lords  directed,  and  now  read,  we 
do,  in  Her  Majesty's  Name,  and  in 
obedience  to  Her  Commands,  prorogue 
this  Parliament  to  Tuesday  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  April  next,  to  be  then 
here  holden ;  and  this  Parliament  ia 
accordingly  prorogued  to  Tuesday  the 
thirteenth  day  of  April  next. 


AND    ON    THE    SAME    DAY   THE  PARLIA.MENT   WAS    DISSOLVED 

BY    PROCLAMATION. 


TABLE  OF  ALL  THE  STATUTES 

PASSED     IN     THE    SEVENTH     SESSION     OF 
THE  TWENTY-FIRST    PAELIAMENT    OF    THE   XTNTTED   KINQDOM 


OF   GBEAT   BBTFAIN   AND   IBELAND. 
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PUBLIC    GENERAL  ACTS. 
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N  Act  to  enable  GuardianB  of  the  Poor  to 
borrow  Money  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
eming  Seed  Potatoes  and  Seed  Oats,  and 
other  Seed,  for  Tenants  in  Ireland ;  and  for 
other  purposes. 
S.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Artizans  and  Labourers 
Dwellings  Improvement  (Scotland)  Act,  1875. 

5.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Salaries  and  Allowances  of  certain  Ofidccrs 
in  India;  and  for  other  purposes  relating 
thereto. 

4.  An  Act  to  render  valid  certain  proceedings 
taken  for  the  Relief  of  Distress  in  Ireland, 
■ad  to  make  further  provision  for  such  Relief; 
■ad  for  other  purposes. 

6.  An  Act  to  apply  certain  Sums  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  to  the  service  of  the  years 
ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  March  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty,  and  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

•.  An  Act  for  amending  the  Law  relating  to 
the  grant  by  Justices  of  Certificates  for  Beer 
Dealers  Retail  Licences. 

7.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  in  regard  to 
charging  Road  Debts  on  Entailed  Estates  in 
Scotland. 

8.  An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  the  twenty - 
second  section  of  the  Artizans  and  Labourers 
Dwellings  Act.  1868,  Amendment  Act,  1879. 


0.  An  Act  to  provide  during  twelve  months  for 
the  Discipline  and  Regulation  of  the  Army. 

IC.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
Council  of  India  to  raise  money  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  or 
redeeming  Debentures  of  the  East  Indian 
Railway  Company. 

11.  An  Act  to  make  Powers  of  Attorney  and 
Requests  for  Transmission  of  Dividend  War* 
rants  by  Post  relating  to  India  Five  per 
centum*  Stock  applicable  to  India  Four  per 
centum  Stock. 

12.  An  Act  to  abolish  the  Landlord's  Right  of 
Hypothec  for  Rent  in  Scotland. 

13.  An  Act  to  apply  certain  sums  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  to  the  service  of  the  years 
ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  March  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty,  and  one 
thousand  eight  himdred  and  eighty-one,  and 
to  appropriate  the  Supplies  granted  in  this 
Session  of  Parliament. 

14.  An  Act  to  grant  certain  Duties  of  Customs 
and  Inland  Revenue,  to  alter  other  Duties, 
and  to  amend  the  Laws  relating  to  Inland 
Revenue. 

15.  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Commissioners  of 
Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  borrow  a  sum  on 
the  security  of  Terminable  Annuities,  and  to 
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increaBO  the  permanent  Aniwial  Charge  of  the 
National  Deht. 

16.  An  Act  to  raise  the  sum  of  Sixty  thousand 
pounds  hy  Exchequer  Bonds,  Exchequer  Bills, 
or  Treasury  Bills,  for  the  service  of  the  year 
ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  March  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty. 

17.  An  Act  to  abolish  the  property  qualification 
for  memhers  of  Municipal  Coiporations  and 
Local  Governing  Bodies. 


18.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  ±- 
Conveyance  of  Voters  to  the  Poll,  and  :■; 
continue  the  Acts  relating  to  the  Prev^ntiriQ 
of  Corrupt  Ptactices  at  Parliamentary  Eler. 
tions  and  the  Acts  relating  to  Electiun  Peu. 
tions. 

19.  An  Act  to  amend  the  CompaniM  Acti  of 
1862, 1867, 1877,  and  1879. 


PRIVATE    ACT, 


xroT  FBOmD. 


J .  A  N  Act  to  naturalize  Luitbert  Altsander 
•^^  George  Lionel  Alphons  Tnahan  Yon 
Pawel  Bammingen,  and  to  grant  and  confer 


onhimaU  the  xi^ti^priTillgM^  tad  eapaotw 
of  a  aatandpbom  8nl4«ei  of  H«  ICijifly  tibi 
Queen. 


GENERAL  INDEX  TO  FIRST  SESSION  1880. 


EXPLANATION   OP   THE  ABBREVIATIONS. 

It  being  a  principal  object  of  this  Index,  that  the  proceedings  on  each 
Motion  shall  be  completelj  recorded,  some  abbreviations  of  forois  were 
necessary.  Those  who  are  accustomed  to  the  proceedings  of  Parliament 
will  readily  fill  up  the  voids.  Those  who  are  not  so  familiar,  may  find  the 
following  explanation  useful,  but  will  find  the  whole  form/idm  set  out  at 
length  in  the  ''  Contents.'' 

The  names  which  immediately  follow  the  title  of  a  Bill  are  those  of  the 
P^en  or  hon.  Members  who  hane  charge  of  the  Bill. 

The  numbers  which  are  added  at  stages  of  Bills  are  the  official  numbers 
of  the  prints  and  reprints  ordered  at  each  stage,  and,  with  the  Statute,  will 
enable  the  reader  to  follow  all  the  changes  the  Bill  has  undergone. 

The  entries— Moved,  ''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*;''  Amendt. 
''  this  day  six  months ;  ''  Question  put,  ''  That  '  now,'  &c.'' — ^indicate  the 
usual  form  of  raising  the  issue— namely,  ''That  the  word  'now' stand 
part  of  the  Question.'' 

** The  BaUoi,  Amendt.  on  Committee  of  Supply''  indicates  that 
the  Question  was  raised  by  means  of  an  Amendment  moved  on  the 
Motion  (after  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  go  into  Committee 
of  Supply  had  been  read),  "  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair." 
In  this  case  the  issue  is  formally  raised  by  the  Motion  "  To  leave  out  from 
the  word  '  That '  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  "  other  words. 
The  decision  is  taken  on  the  Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  Nos.  added  to  the  "  Parliamentary  Papers  "  are  in  most  cases  those 
given  in  the  Commons'  "  List  of  Papers  for  Sale." 
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flxPLANATION   OF  THE  AbBRBTIATIORB. 

In  Bills,  Read  1«,  8«,  8«,  or  1>.  2*,  3*,  Read  the  Pint,  Seeond,  or  Third  Time.— In  Speeebet, 
IR.,  2R.,  dR.,  Speech  delivered  on  the  Pint,  Second,  or  Third  Betding.^-AfMndt,,  Amend- 
ment. — Rei.,  Resolntion. — Comm.,  Committee. — Re-Comm.^  Re-Committal. — Rep»t  Report.—- 
Cimtid.,  Consideration. — Adj.,  Adjournment  or  Acyoumed. — cL,  Claase. — add.  cl..  Additional 
Clause.^-fi«^.,  Negatived. — Af.  Q.,  Main  Question. — 0.  Q.,  Original  Question. — O.  At,,  Original 
Motion. — P.  Q.,  Previous  Question. — b.  p.,  Report  Progress. — A,,  A/es. — N„  Noes.— >if.,  Ma- 
joritjr.^lf^  Div.t  2nd.  Div.,  Pirst  or  Second  Division. — L,  Lords.-^.,  Commons. 

When  in  this  Index  a  *  is  added  to  the  Reading  of  a  Bill,  it  indieates  that  no  Debate  took 
place  upon  that  stage  of  the  measure. 

When  in  the  Text  or  in  the  Index  a  Speech  is  marked  thus  *,  it  indicates  that  the  Speeoh 
is  reprinted  from  a  Pamphlet  or  some  authorised  Report. 

When  in  the  Index  a  f  is  pre6xed  to  a  Name  or  an  Office  (the  Member  having  accepted  or 
Tacated  office  during  the  Session)  and  to  Subjects  of  Debate  thereunder,  it  indicates  that  the 
^  Speeches  on  those  Subjects  were  delivered  in  the  speaker's  private  or  offloial  character,  as  the 

oasemajr  be. 

Some  subjects  of  debate  have  been  classified  under  tho  following  **  General  Headings :  "— 
Aurr  -^  Navy  —  Ijidia — Ibilard  —  Scotlard  —  Paruambkt—  Poob  Law — Poet  Uffiob— 
Mbtbopous  — Cbuboh  op  Eholard  —  EDOtATioN  — Cbimijial  Law  — Law  abd  Justiob  — 
Tazatioh,  under  Wats  axd  Mbams. 


ABERDAEE,  Lord 
Beer  Dealers' Retail  Licences,  2R.  [251] 
789 ;  Comm.  907 

Capiul  Punishment — Prisons  Act,  1878 — 
Kxecotions  in  Cheetham  and  Kirkdale  Gaols, 
Res  fas  I]  677 

Coal  Mmts — l^ejcett  Colliery  Explosion,  Mo- 
tion lor  an  Address,  [250]  5Sli 

Companies  Acts  Ameinlmeut,  2R.  [250]  1276, 
1277;  Coii.m.[25i]782 


Abebdeett,  Earl  of 

Bjpothec  Abolition  (ScotUnd),  2R.  [251]  950 

Acrobatic  Performances  Bill 

{Mr,  Ed»urd  Jenkint,  Mr.  A 9hleyy  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Mr,  Justin  McCarthy,  Mr.  Edge) 

€.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  •  Feb  10  [Bill  66] 

Bill  witbdmwn  Mar  16,  [251]  1018 

VOL.  CCLI.     [thirt)  perikp.] 


Adyooate,    The    Lord    (Bight    Hon. 

W.    Watson),    GhtgotCf   ^e.    Vhi- 

versiiies 

Artisans'  and  Labourers'  Dwellings  Improve- 
ment (Scotland)  Act  (1876)  Amendment, 
Comm.  [250]  678 

Fraudulent  Debtors  (Scotland),  9R.  Bill  with- 
drawn, [251]  1164 

Hypothec  Abolition  (ScotUnd),  2R.  [250]  1422 ; 
Lords*  Amendts.  [251]  1214 

Lord  Clerk  Register  (Scotland)  Act,  1879,  [250] 
1068 

Parliamont~(^ttalifieatioii  of  Voters,  Midlo- 
thian, [250]  792,  794 

Pariiamfntarj  Klections  and  Corrupt  Practices 
(No.  2),  Consid.  add.  el.  [251]  1191 

Police  (Scotland) — The  Catholic  Church  at 
Ma/bole,  [251]  1098 

Scotch  Judicial  Appointments — Sheriff  Substi- 
tute of  Kinrosi,  [251]  161 
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(QENEBAL   INDEX) 
850-851. 


AFG       AFB 


Afghanistan 

Lords 

AffcUri  of  Afghaniitan,  ObserrAtions,  The 
Earl  ofDunraTen,  Lord  Stanlejr  of  Alderley, 
Lord  Blantyre ;  Reply,  Viscount  Cranbrook 
Jfar  22,  [251]  1255 

Afghan  War — AlUged  Severitus  at  Cabul — 
Explanation  of  Oenercd  Roberts,  Observa- 
tions,  Viscount  Cranbrook  Feb  13,  [250]  570 

Afghanistan — The  PoUey  of  the  Oovem- 

ffient  —  Negotiations  between  Russia 

and  the  Ameer 

Moyed,  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty  for  Copy  of  any  Correspon- 
dence found  at  Cabul  between  the  late  Ameer 
Shore  Ali  Khan  and  the  Russian  Authorities 
in  Turkestan  or  St.  Petersburgh  ( Ths  Duke 
of  Argyll)  Feb  20,  [250]  1021  ;  after  long 
debate,  Motion  withdrawn 


Afghanistan 

Commons 

Affairs  oft  Question,  Sir  George  Campbell ; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
Feb  26,  [250]  1445  ;  Questions,  Mr.  Otway  ; 
Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
Mar  1,  [251]  28;  Mar  2,  147;  Question, 
Mr.  Gourley  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  Mar  18,  1207 

Negotiations  between  Russia  and  the  Ameer, 
Questions,  Mr.  Ashbury,  Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke  ;  Answers,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope  Feb  6, 
[250]  146  ;  Question,  Mr.  Ashbury  ;  Answer, 
Mr.  E.  Stanhope  Mar  1,  [251]  21 

The  Treaty  of  Oandamak,  Question,  Sir 
Alexander  Gordon  ;  Answer,  Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hope i^eft  6,  [250]  147 

Sir  Frederick  Roberts  and  the  Ameer — Alliance 
with  Russia,  Question,  Mr.  Onslow  ;  Answer, 
Mr.  E.  Stonhope  Feb  9,  [250]  264 

Alleged  Severities  at  Cabul-^Explanation  of 
General  Roberts,  Observations,  Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hope ;  Question,  Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke  ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  E.  Stanhope  Feb  13,  [250]  692  ;— 
The  Executions  at  Cabul,  Question,  Sir 
Charles  W.  Dilke ;  Answer,  Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hope Feb  19,  907  \— General  Roberts*  Re- 
port, Question,  Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  E.  Stanhope  Feb  26,  1436; 
Statement,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope  3far  12,  [251] 
916 ;  Question,  Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke  ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  E.  Stanhope  Mar  15,  1008 

Proclamations  of  General  Roberts,  Questions, 
Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke ;  Answers,  Mr.  E. 
Stanhope  Feb  16,  [250]  683 

The  War — Military  Equipments,  Question,  Mr. 
Gourley  ;  Answer,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope  Feb  19, 
[250]  912; — Expenses  of  Military  Opera- 
tions, Observations,  Question,  Mr.  Fawcett ; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
Mar  9,  [251]  004  ; — Military  Operations — 
Loss  of  Haygngc  AniinnU,  Question,  Dr. 
Camtron  ;  Answer,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope  .Var  1 1, 
70s 
The  Governor  of  Candohnr,  Question.  Mr. 
Onslow  ;  Answer,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope  Mar  11, 
[251]  79U 

leont. 


Afghanistan^Coiouan^'COiDi. 

Pari.  Papers — 

Return  of  Camimltief  .  . 
Correspondence  No.  1  • 
Report  of  Sir  F.  Roberto 


No.  33 
[2457] 
[3523] 


Afghanistan — Expenses  of  the  War 
Amendt.  on  Report  of  Address  Fd>  11 ,  at  end  of 
eighth  paragraph,  to  add, "  bnt  bnmbly  desire 
to  express  onr  regret  that,  in  view  of  the  de- 
clarations that  hare  been  made  by  Tour  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  that  the  war  in  Afghanistan 
was  undertaken  for  Imperial  purposes,  no 
assnranoe  has  been  given  that  the  cost  in- 
curred in  consequence  of  the  renewal  of 
hostilities  in  that  Country  will  not  be  wholly 
defrayed  out  of  the  revenues  of  India  "  ( Jfr. 
Fawcett),  [350]  453  ;  Question  proposed, 
<*That  those  words  be  there  added ; "  after 
debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 

Afghanistan  —  Es^enses  of  the    JFar  — 

Military  Operations 
Amendt.  on  Committee  of  Supply  Mar  13,  To 
leave  out  from  **  That,"  and  add  **  in  view 
of  the  declarations  whioh  have  been  oflKeially 
made  that  the  A%h«n  War  was  undertaken 
in  the  joint  interesto  of  England  and  India, 
this  Ilouse  is  of  opinion  that  It  is  unjust  to 
defray  out  of  the  Revenues  of  India  the 
whole  of  the  expenditure  incurred  in  tbe 
renewal  of  hostilities  with  Afghanistan" 
(Mr,  FaufceU)  v,,  [251] ;  Question  propowii, 
«*  That  the  words,  Ao.  ;**  after  long  debate, 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Afghanistan  —  Letter  of  the  Ameer  of 
Afghanistan  to  the  Sultan 
Moved,  *^  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty  for  a  Copy  of  the  letter  from 
the  late  Ameer  of  Afghanistan  to  the  Sultan, 
dated  19th  January  1878"  ( The LordStrttke- 
den  and  Campbeli)  Mar  5,  [951]  978 ;  after 
debate,  Motion  withdrawn 

Africa  {Fast  Coast) 
Zanzibar — Slavery,  Question,  Mr.  Andersoo; 
Answer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  Feb  18,  [350]  889 

Africa  {South) 

Basutoiand — Disarmasnent,  Question,  Obser- 
vations, The  Earl  of  Kimberley  ;  Reply, 
Earl  Cadogan  Feb  9,  [250]  288  ;  Qaestions, 
Mr.  Chamberlain  ;  Answers,  Sir  Miebael 
Hicks-Beach  Feb  28,  1195 ;  QnesUon,  Mr. 
Justin  McCarthy ;  Answer,  Sir  Miehatl 
Hicks-Beach  Mar  18,  [351]  1208 

Zululand— Surrender  of  Arms,  ObservationSf 
Question,  Viscount  Sidmouth ;  Answer,  Earl 
Cadogan  Mar  12,  [351]  899 

The  Zulu  War 

The  Papers,  Question,  Mr.  Courtney  ;  Answer, 
Sir  Miohuol  Hicks-Beach  Feb  12,  [950]  617 

Natal  and  the  Transvaal — AlUged  Misamdwi 
of  liritish  Troops,  Questions,  Mr.  A.  Mills, 
Mr.  J.  Holms;  Answers,  Colonel  Stanley 
Fi.b  13,  [250]  590;  Question,  Mr.  Whitwell; 
Answer,  Colonel  Stanley  Fe6  28,  1198 


AEB 


AOB 


(SESSION    1 880} 
350—251. 


AOB        AND 


Afruta  (8wih)^Th€  Zulu  TTar^oont. 

JAtf  Despatches,  Qaettion,  Sir  Edward  Wat- 
kin  ;  Answer,  Colonel  Stanley  Feb  20.  racol 
1106  ^  ^  ■' 

The  Troops  in  South  Africa,  Question,  Sir 
Walter  B.  Barttelot ;  Answer,  Colonel  Stan- 
ley JV6  30,  [250]  1106 

Osneral  Crealock's  JReport,  Qnestion,  Sir  Ed- 
ward Watkin  ;  Answer,  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beaob  Feb  26,  [350]  1437 

Ths  Field  of  Isandhlutana,  Question,  Mr.  A. 
M*Arthur;  Answer,  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
B«u}h  Feb  26,  [250]  1441 

Pari.  Papers — 

Condnot  of  Troops— Report  by  Sir  Garnet 

Wolseley No.  74 

Report  of  General  Newdigate  .    .     „   95 
Further  Correspondence  .    .  [2482]  [2505] 

Soidh  African  Colonies  (Finance),  Question, 
Mr.  Whitwell ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  Feb  10,  [250]  880 


Africa  (  JTeit  Coast) 
Sambardment    of    Onitsha,    Questions,    Mr. 

Richard  j  Answers,  Mr.  BourkejP«5  12,ra«o] 

509  ;  Feb  16,  681 
Medina  and  Liberia,  Question,  Mr.  Puleston  ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Bourke  Feb  26,  [350]  1444 
The   Gold  Coast,  Question,   Mr.  Anderson  ; 

Answer,  Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach  Feb  6,  [seo] 

149 


Agkxw,  Mr.  E.  Vans,  Wigton  Co. 

Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland ),  2  R.  [350]  1410; 
Comm.  [35 1]  239 ;  dR.  776 ;  Lords'  Amendts. 
1214 
Supply— Report,  [351]  774 

A^cultural Distress,  Royal  Commission  on 
<^estion,  Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay  ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Feb  20,  [250] 
1102;  Question,  Observations,  Lord  Wave- 
ney  ;  Reply,  The  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon  ifar  2,  [351]  128 

Agricnltnral  Holdings  (Scotland)  (Warn- 
ings to  Remove)  Bill 

{j8ir  Alexander  Gordon^  Mr,  M^Lagan^  Mr, 
Jamet  Barclay) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  !*»•  Feb  6  [Bill  17] 

9R.  Wed.  June  16 


A^etdtural    Produce,    Carriage    of,    by 
Baihcay 
Question,  The  Duke  of  St.  Albans  ;  Answer, 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  Mar  5, 
[351]  414 


Agricultural  Statistics  —  Corn  Averages 
and  Tithe  Rent  Charge 
Question,     Mr.     Tagct  ;     Answer,     Viscount 
Sandon  Mar  18,  [351]  1204 


Agriculture  and  Commerce^  The  Proposed 
Minister  of 

Question,  Sir  Baldwyn  Leighton  ;  Answer,  The 

Chancellor  of  the  Exohequer  Mar  12.  fidl 
916  ' L  o  J 

Agriculture  and  TVade,  State  of 
Question,  Obserrations,  The  Duke  of  Rutland  ; 
Reply,  The  Earl  of  Beaoonsfleld  Mar  29, 

[3501240/ 

AiRLiE,  Earl  of 

Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  2R.  [351]  958; 
Comm.  cL  2,  1083 ;  Report,  1169 ;  BR.  1200 

Alexandek,  Colonel  C,  Ayrshire,  S. 
Army— Royal  Warrant,  July,   1879— Resenre 

Officers,  [350]  678 
Parliament— Duration    of    Parliament,    Ree. 

Amendt.  [350]  1333 

Alkali  Acts  Amendment,  ftc.  Bill 

{Mr.  Selater-Booth,  Mr,  Secretary  Cross,  Viscount 
Sandon,  Mr.  Salt) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1»  •  Feb  13  [Bill  74] 

Bill  withdrawn  •  Mar  15 

Ancient  Monuments  Bill 

{Sir  John  Zubboek,  Mr.  Bere^ford  Hope,  Mr. 

Morgan,  Sir  Richard  Wallace) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  !«•  Feb  6  [Bill  51] 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2«  "  Feb  9, 
350]  370  ;  Moved,  «*  That  the  Debate  be  now  ad- 
journed "  {Mr.  Bromley'Davenport) ;  after 
short  debate.  Question  put ;  A.  35,  N.  5b ; 
M.  20  (D.  L.  2) 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2* 
.  Committee  [House  counted  out]  Feb  16,  773 
.  Committee  ;  Report  Feb  10, 1010 
.  Considered  Feb  23,  1274 
.  Read  S"*,  after  short  debate  Feb  24, 1383 
I.  Read  1*  •  {Earl  Stanhope)  Feb  26    (No.  20) 
Read  2«,  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
after  debate  Mar  11,  [351]  782 

Ancient  Monuments  [Expenses'] 
c.  Resolution  considered  m  Committee  jP«5  19 
Resolution  reported  Feb  13 

Ande&son,  Mr.  O.,  Glasgow 

Africa,  East  C  oast  oP— Zanzibar — Slavery,  [350] 

589 
Africa  (Weet)--Gold  Coast,  [350]  149 
Army  Discipline  and  Regulation  (Annual),  2R. 

[251]  S6S 
Boiler  Explosion— Garngad  Ironworks,  Glai- 

gow,  [35i]556 
Braxil— Claims  of  British  Subjects,  [350I5IS 
China~ Domestic  Servitude  at  Hong  Kongp 

[250]  514 
County  Courts,  2R.  [350]  1406 
Fraudulent  Debtors  (Scotland),  2R.  Bill  wiih^ 

drawn,  [351]  1164,  1165 
Imprisonment  for  Debt,  [350]  1190 
Malta.  Despatch  of  Indian  Troops  to— Return  of, 

Coats.  [251]  806 
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ASH 


Andbrson,  Mr.G. — earU. 

Mjisters  in  Lunacy — Appointment  of  Mr.  Henrj 

Grahnm,  [250]  679 
Navy— Royal  Marines,  [250]  1103,1442;  [251] 

26 
Navy  Estimatpn — Sea  and  Coast  Guard  Ser- 
vices, [251]  638 
Orders  in  Council— Publication,  [251]  438 
ParliHment — Privilege — Interference  of  Peen^ 

in  Klections — Hon.  Major  Jooelyn,  Kes.  [250] 

1207 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2),[25i]814;  2R.  869,  1016;  Comm. 

1073;  Amendt.  1100  ;c/.  2, 1115,1121,1147; 

Consid.  1187;  3R.  12:2 
Patents  for  Inventions.  2R.  [251]  742,  749 
Probates  of  Wills,  Ac.  2R.  [251]  1064 
Registrar  General,  Appointment  of — Dr.  Farr, 

[250]  148,  149 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1876^  Condemned 

Tea,  [250]  920 
Slave  Trade  (Consolidation)  Act — Disposal  of 

Slaves,  [250]  791 
Turkey— Slave  Trade  Treaty,  [250]  266 

Arbuthnot,  Colonel  G.,  Hereford 

Army  Retirement — The  Royal  Warrant,  [251] 
430 

Argyll,  Duke  of 

"Empress  of  India " — Personal  Explanation, 
[250]  264 

India — Afghanistan — Policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Address  for  Papers,  [250]  1021,  1048, 
1060,  1097 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Addresi  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  48,  60,  55,  66,  69 

Army 

Brevet  Majorities ,  Question,  Mr.  A.  Bass  ;  An- 
swer, Colonel  Stanley  Mar  4,  [251]  303 

Camps  of  Jnstruetion,  Question,  Mr.  Mark 
Stewart;  Answer,  Colonel  Stanley  ifar  1 1 , 
[250  812 

Commissariat  and  Transport  Departments — 
The  Warrant,  Question,  Mr.  O'Conor;  An- 
swer, Colonel  Stanley  Feb  16,  [250]  681 

Flogging  in  thf.  Army,  Question,  Mr.  Otway  ; 
AnHwer,  Colonel  Stanley  Feb  12,  [250]  616 

Knightshridge  Barracks,  Question,  Colonel 
Makins  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Gerard  Noel  Mar  2, 
[251]  160 

Leeds  Cavalry  Barracks,  Question,  Mr.  Wheel- 
house  ;  Answer,  Colonel  Stanley  Feb  17, 
[250]  810 

Longford  Barracks,  Question,  Mr.  Errington  ; 
Answer,  Colonel  Stanley  Feb  16,  [250]  677 

Officers*  Quarters,  Preston  Barracks,  Brighton, 
Question,  General  Shute ;  Answer,  Colonel 
Stanley  Mar  0,  [251]  689 

Newspaper  Correspondents  in  the  Field,  Ques* 
tions.  Sir  CharU's  W.  Dilke ;  Answers, 
Colonel  Stanley  Feb  9,  [250]  266  ;  Explana- 
tion, Colonel  Stanley  Feb  10,  385  ;— Regu- 
lation of  Corrrspondenis  in  the  Field,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Ilojiwood  ;  Answers,  Colonel 
Stanley  Ftb  24. 1296  i-Ofinrs  of  the  St^ff 
Acting  as  Nfu:sj>aper  Correspondents  in  the 
Field,  Questions,  Mr.  IlopwooH,  Sir  Charles 
W.  Lilkc ;  Answers,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope  Feb  27, 
1667 

\eonU 


AKMr—cont, 

OrgamgaHm  oflhe  Army — SAmt  Service  8ys- 
tern — Report  ofths  D^ffortmeniml  CvmmitUs, 
Question,  The  Karl  of  Galloway ;  Answer, 
Viscount  Bury;  short  debate  thereon  Mar  19, 
[251]  906;  Qoeition,  General  Shate;  An- 
swer, Colonel  Stanley  Mar  12,  910 

FromotioH — Compulsory  Retirement,  Qoeition, 
Mr.  A.  Bass;  Anawer,  Colonel  Stanley 
Jfor4,  [a5i]301 

Purchase  Ofieers'  Widows,  Qoeation,  Ohterva- 
tions.  The  Earl  of  Malmesbury ;  Reply,  Vis- 
count Bury ;  ObaerTationt,  Lord  EUenbo- 
rough  Feb  16.  [250]  669 

Retirement^  The  Royal  Warrant,  Qnestion, 
Colonel  Arbnthnot;  Answer,  Colonel  Loyd 
Lindsay  Mar  6.  [251]  430 

Return  of  Courts  Martial,  Qaestion,  Sir  Patrick 
O'Brien ;  Answer,  Colonel  Loyd  Lindsay 
Fif6l9,r25o]907 

Seconded  Officers,  Question,  General  Sir  George 
Balfour;  Answer,  Colonel  Loyd  Lindsay 
Feb  12,  [250]  616 

Short  Service  and  Recruiting,  Qnestion,  8ir 
Henry  Havelock  ;  Answer,  Colonel  Stanley 
Feb  12,  [250]  613 

The  84 M  Regiment,  Question,  Mr.  Fresbileld  ; 
Answer,  Colonel  Stanley  Feb  9,  [250]  267 

The  Royal  Warrant,  July,  1879— /SMmtf 
Ojjjicers,  Question,  Colonel  Alexander;  An- 
swer, Colonel  SUnley  Feb  16,  [250]  678 

VolwrUary  Retirement  of  Ofieers,  Question, 
Viscount  Lewisham  ;  Answer,  Colonel  Stan- 
ley Feb  26,  [250]  1443 

The  AwriHary  Forces 

Retired  Volunteer  Ofieers,  Question,  Mr.  A. 
Bass ;  Answer,  Colonel  Stanley  Mar  4, [251] 
301 

The  Easter  Monday  Volunteer  Review —The 
General  £/Mtton,ObserTations,  ViscoontBury 
25i]i/ar  9,  668;  Questions,  General  Shute;  An- 
swers, Colonel  Stanley  Mar  12.  912  ;  Sute- 
ment,  Viscount  Bury ;  Observations,  The 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne  Mar  16,  966; 
Questions,  Mr.  Ashbury,  Mr.  Fawoett,  Sir 
George  Campbell  ;  Answers,  The  Attorney 
General,  Lord  Eustace  Cecil  Mar  16,  1016 

The  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  Antrim  MtHtia, 
Questions,  Mr.  Bi^gar ;  Answers,  Colonel 
Stanley  Mar  4,   [251]  300  ;    Mar    8,  663 

Volunteer  ClotJiing,  Questions,  Sir  John  Lob- 
bock,  Mr.  Alderman  Cotton  ;  Answers,  Colo- 
nel SUnley  Mar  9,  [25  ij  690 


Jirmy — Ths  Auxiliary  Forces — 2^  Easter 
Monday  Volunteer  Beview 

Question,  Observations,  Lord  Stratheden  and 
CHmpbell ;  Reply,  Viscount  Bury  FA  16, 
[250]  672 

Moved,  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty  tor  Copy  of  the  Despatch  of 
General  Sir  Hope  Grant  on  the  character  of 
Volunteer  Easter  Monday  field  days  {The 
Lord  Stratheden  and  Catnpbell)  Feb  26, 
1430  :  alter  short  debate.  Motion  witharawD 

Moved,  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty  for  Copies  of  the  despatches 
from  military  officers  in  general  eommaod 
of  the   volunteer  reviews  npoa  snooessifs 

\c9nt. 
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Army—Ths  Auxiliary  Foreet — The  Easter  Mon- 
day Volunteer  Review^ooni. 

Eanter  MonHnys"  (The  Lwd  Strathe^en 
and  Campbell)  Mar  5,  [251]  423;  after 
■hort  debate,  on  Question  ?  retolved  in  the 
negmtiTe 

Pari  Paper— 

Volanteer  Oorps — Abstract  of  An- 
nual Returns      .        •        .         . [2500] 


Armj  Discipline  and  Regnlation  (An- 
nual) Bill  (Colonel  Stanley,  Mr.  William 
Henry  Smith,  The  Judge  Advocate  OeneraT) 

e.  OHered  ;  read  1**  Mar  10  [Bill  10(1] 

Moved.   "That    the    Bill    be    now   read   2« " 

J/ar11.  [25i]846 
Amendt.  to  leave  out  from  *'  That/'  and  add 
"in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  not  do- 
•trable  that  a  Bill  relating  to  the  discipline 
of  the  Armj  should  be  continued  which  does 
not  eontain   a  provision    relieving   British 
soldiers  from  the  don^radation  of  floirging  to 
which  they  are  at  present  subjected  "  {Mr. 
Otway)  V. ;   Question  proposed,  "  That  the 
words,  Ao. ;  **  after  short  debate.  Question 
put ;  A.  76,  N.  36;  M.  40  (D.  L.  39) 
Main  Question  njrain  propo^d,  "  That  the  Bill 
be  now  read  2^  ** ;  after  short  debate,  main 
Qoestion  put,  and  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2® 
Committee  •  ;  Report ;  read  3°  Mar  12 
L  Read  !••  (The  Vitcount  Hury)  Mar  13 
Read  2*,  after  short  debate  Mar  13,  054 
Committee  *  ;  Report  Mar  15 
Read  3*,  aOer  short  debate  Mar  16,  1080 
Rojral  Assent  Mar  10  [43  Vict.  0.  0] 


Artisans'  and  Labonrers'  Dwellings  Im- 
provement (Scotland)  Act  (1875) 
Amendment  Bill 

(The  Lord  Advocate,  Sir  Matthew  Ridley) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  !••  Feb  6  [Bill  5] 

Read3«*  Feb  9 

Committee:  Report  i^06  12,  [350]  578 

Rm4  3»*  Feb  13 
I.  Read  !••  {Karl  B^auchamp)  Ftb  16  (No.  8) 

RMd  3>  Feb  19,  902 

Committee  *  Feb  23 

Report*  Feb2A 

Read  3**  Feb  26 

Rojral  Assent  Mar  15  [43  Vict.  0.  2] 


Artisans'  Dwellings  Act  (1868)  Amend- 
ment Act  (1870)  Amendment  Bill 

(Mr.  Torrent,  Mr.  Goldney,  Sir  Thomas 
Chambers) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1»*  Feb  9  [Bill  63] 

K9Md2**Feb  16 

Committee  •  ;  Report  Feb  19 

Kemd  S°*  Feb  2^ 
I  Read  {••{Lord  0' Hagan)  Feb  26    (No.  21) 

Read  2'  •  Mar  9 

Committee*:  Report  .>f«r  12 

Read  3*»  Mar  10 

Rojal  Assent  Mar  19  [43  Vict.  c.  8] 


AsHBURY,  Mr.  J.  L.,  Brighton 

Array  —  Auxiliary  Forces  —  Kaster  Monday 
Volunteer  Review  —  The  General  Election, 
[351]  1015,  1016 

India  —  Afghanistan  —  Negotiations  between 
Rnssia  and  the  Ameer,  [350]  146  ;  [351]  81 

Ashley,  Hon.  A.  Evelyn  M.,  Poole 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 

Debate),  Res.  [250]  1681 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  el.  3,  [350] 

734 

AssHETON,  Mr.  B.,  dither 0$ 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  371,  409 

Attorney  General,  The  (Sir  J.  Holker), 

Preston 
Army  —  Auxiliary  Forces' —  Easter   Monday 

Volunteer  Review — The   Qeneral    Election, 

[351]  1015,  1016 
Bankruptcy   Law   Amendment,    Leave,   [350] 

245 :  2R.  563 
Criminal  Code,  Leave,  [350]  244  ;    2R.  1236, 

1248 
Criminal  Code — Letter  of  the  Lord  Chief  Jus* 

tice.  [351]  1014 
Frauds  by  Fiduciary  Agents,  [250]  1438 
Parliamentarv  and   Municipal    Klections  Act, 

1872— Good  Friday,  [351]  1009 
Parliament — Dissolution  of.  Explanation,  [351] 
562 
Privilege— Mr.  Plim*oll,  [250]  1121,  1122 
Parliamentary  Elections  snd  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2),  Leave.  [251]  777,  780  ;  JR.  863 
Patents  for  Inventions.  2R.  [351]  745 
Treaty  Guarantees,  [350]  644 

Austria — Religious  Persecution  in  liohemia 
Question.    Mr.  Alderman  W.  M* Arthur;  An- 
swer, Mr.  Boorko  Feb  19,  [350]  914 

Balfour.  Major-Qeneral  Sir  G.,  Kin* 
cardineshire 
Army — Seconded  OflScers,  [250]  516 
Army    Estimates  —  Commissariat,   Transport, 
and     Ordnance    Store     Establishments, 
Wages,  d(c.  [351]  104 
DepartmenUl  Sutement,  [351]  60,  77,  80 
Indian  Home  Charges,  [351]  113 
Land  Forces  at  Home  and  Abroad,  [251]  08 
Provisions,  Forage,  Ac.  [351]  106 
Retired  Full  Pay,  Half  Pay,  Ac.  [351]  109 
Civil  Service  Estimates,  [251]  322 
Customs  and  Inland  Revenue,  Consid.  [351] 

1191, 1194 
HyiK>thec  Abolition  ( Scotland), 2 R.  [350]  1415, 

1416;  3K.  [351]  776 
India  —  Afghantsun — Expenses   of  the  War, 

[250]  401  ;   Res.  [251]  936 
IndiHi)  Armv  Commission — Recommcn  lations, 

[251]  low'o 
Iniliuii  Faiitiiic  Commission,  [251]  682 
Ireland  —  Knnishowen    Fishery    Pier,  County 

Donegal,  Kes   [251]  42 
Irish  Church  Act  (1861))  Amendment,  Leave, 

[251]  270 
rarU.iuicii:— lublic  Dusinctis,  [251]  208 

[cuuf. 
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Balfour,  Major>GeneraI  Sir  G.^eont, 

Probatee  of  Wills,  Ac.  2R.  [251]  1040 
Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1871,  [250]  1101 
Road  Debts  en  Entailed  Estates  (Scotland), 

2R.  [251]  278 
Supply— Local  GoTernment  Board,  [250]  1272 
Marlborough  House,  [250]  1250 
New  Courts  of  Justice  and  OflBces,  [250] 

1253 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [250]  1258,  1259, 

1260 
Report,  [251)  772,  921 
Royal  Palaces,  [250]  1249 
Shannon  Navigation,  [250]  1261,  1262 
Treasury,  [250]  1265 

War  in  South  Africa  (Vote  of  Credit),  [251] 
768,  766 
Valuation  (Metropolis)  Act  (1869)  Amendment, 
Comm.  cL  1,  [251]  774 

Ballot  Act,  The 

Caset  of  Sorutiny,  Question,  Mr.  W.  E.  For- 
ster;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton  Cross  Mar  1, 
[251]  28 

Oood  Friday — The  Oeneral  Election,  Question, 
Mr.  Fraser-Mackintosh ;  Answer,  The  Soli- 
citor General  Afar  16,  [251]  1099 

Legitlation,  Question,  Mr.  Edge ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Feb  9,  [250] 
267 

Banloraptcy  Act  (1869)  Amendment  Bill 

{Mr.  Sampson  Lloyd,  Mr.  Norwood,  Mr.  Whitwell, 

Mr.  Ripley) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  lo*  Feb  6  [Bill  46] 

Read  2*^  *,  and  committed  to  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  Bankruptcy  Law  Amendment  Bill 
Feb  25 
Reported  from  Select  Committee  Mar  15 

Banloraptcy  Law  Amendment  Bill 

{Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Solicitor  General) 

e.  Motion  for  Leave  {Mr.  Attorney  General) 
250]  Feb  6,  245  ;  after  short  debate,  Motion 
agreed  to  ;  Bill  ordered  ;  read  1<»*  [Bill  8] 

Question,  Mr.  Mundella  ;  Answer,  The  Chan- 
.     cellor  of  the  Exchequer  Feb  10,  888 

Read  2°,  and  committed  to  a  Select  Committee, 
.     after  short  debate  Feb  12,  560 

And,  on  Feb  23,  Committee  nominated  as  fol* 
lows : — Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Bates, 
Mr.  Alderman  Cotton,  Mr.  William  Beckett 
Denison,  Mr.  Gorst,  Mr.  Gregory,  Mr.  Her- 
mes, Mr.  llorsohell,  Sir  Henry  Jackson, 
Mr.  Knowles,  Mr.  Sampson  Lloyd,  Sir 
Joseph  M'Kenna,  Mr.  ,  Merewether,  Sir 
Charles  Mills,  Mr.  Osborne  Morgan,  Mr. 
Morley,  Mr.  Mundella,  Mr.  Munts,  Mr. 
Norwood,  Mr.  Rathbone,  Mr.  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral, Sir  Sydney  Waterlow,  and  Mr.  Whit- 
well 

Reported  from  Select  Committee  Mar  15 

Babolay,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Forfarshire 

Agricultural   Distress,    Royal  Commission  on, 

[250]  1102 
Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  2R.  [250]  U25 
Trobntcs  oi  Willfl,  Ac.  2H.  [251]  1031 


Baring,  Mr.  T.  0.,  &$sx,  8. 

Epping  Forest  (No.  2),  2R.  Bill  withdrawD, 
Amendt.[s5i]  1195,  1196 

Babran,  Mr.  Alderman  J.^  Leeth 

Commerce  and  Free  Trade,  Motion  for  a  Select 
Committee,  [250]  628 

Barttblot,  Colonel  SirW.B.,  Sussex,  W' 
Army — Troops  in  South  Africa,  [250]  1106 
Army  Discipline  and  Regulation  (Annual),  2R. 

[251]  854 
Army  Estimates  —  Departmental  Statement, 
[251]  78,  74 
Volunteer  Corps,  [251]  102 
Works,  Buildings,  Ao.  [251]  107 
Commons  Aot  (1876)  Amendment,  2R.  [250] 

900 
Game  Laws,  Ree.  Amendt  [251]  190,  916,  221 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  895 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Oomm.  el.  5,  [250] 
967 

Bass,  Mr.  M.  A.,  Stafford,  B. 
Army — Miscellaneous  Questions 

Auxiliary  Forcei— Retired  Volunteer  Offl- 

o«n,  [25 1]  801 
Breret  Majoritiee,  [251]  808 
Promotion^  Compulsory  Retirement,  [251] 
801 

Bates,  Mr^  E.,  Plf/mouth 

Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk,  Motion  for  a 
Select  Committee,  [250]  1876 

Bateson,  Sir  T.,  Devvus 
Parliament  —  Viscount  Castlereagh,  Personil 
Explanation,  [251]  36 

Bath,  Marquess  of 

Settled  Land,  2R.  [251]  278,  296 

Baxteb,  Eight  Hon.  W.  B.,  Montrose,  ^e. 
East  India  (Ecclesiastical  Department),  [251] 

551 
Parliamentary  Elections  and   Cormpt  Pne- 

tices  (No.  2),  Comm.  a.  9,  [251]  1118 
Railways — Continuous  Brakes,  [251]  685 

Bazley,  Sir  T.,  Manchester 
India — Indian  Army  Medical  Service,  [251]  810 

Beaoh,   Eight  Hon.  Sir  M.  E.  Hicks- 
(Secretaiy  of  State  for  the  Colonies), 
Gloucestershire,  JS. 
Africa,  South—Miscellaneous  <^ettion8 
Basutoland,  [250]  1195,  1196  ;  [251]  1206 
General  Crealook's  Report,  [250]  1488 
Papers,  [250]  517 

Zulu   War—  Field  of  IiandUwana,  [see] 
1441 
Africa  (West)— Gold  Coast.  [250]  149 
Bristol  Corporation,  2R.  [251]  140 
Canada,  Dominion  of — Canadian  Paeifto  BmX' 
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Bbaoh,  Right  Hod.  Sir  M.  E.  Uioks. — eont. 
ChinA — Domeitio  Servitode  at  Hong   Kong, 

Law  and  Jottico— The  Colonial  Bar,  [351]  550 

Prohates  of  Wills,  Ao.  3  a.  [351]  1069 

Sapply — Colonial  Local  Rerenue,  Ao.  [251] 

403,  404 
Torres  Straits  Settlements,  [350]  509 

BxAOONSFisu),  Earl  of  (Firnt  Lord  of 
the  Treasury) 

Agrioultare  and  Trade,  SUte  of,  [25 1]  1249 

Eastern  Question,  Motion  for  an  Address,  [35 1] 
994,999 

Facilities  for  Interments,  2R.  Bill  withdrawn, 
[351]  1078 

Gallery  of  Casts  from  the  Antique,  Motion  for 
Papers,  [350]  1542 

India-- Afghanistan — Policy  of  the  Goremment, 
Address  for  Papers,  [250!  1092 

Parliament,  Dissolution  of— Statement,  [351] 
547 
Queen's   Speech,   Address   in    Answer  to, 
[250]  38,  46,  50 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Prac- 
tices (No.  2),  3R.  [251]  1236 

Parliamentary  Reporting — House  of  Lords, 
[3503777 

Peace  Preseryaiion  (Ireland)  Act,  Motion  for 
Returns,  [2513971 

Persia  and  Herat,  [2503  375,  376 ;  Explana- 
tion, 485,  583 

Railway  Charges  Abroad,  Motion  for  a  Return, 
[250]  506 

Registrar  General,  Office  of— Dr.  Farr,  [250] 
686 

Russia — Explosion  at  the  Winter  Palace,  [2503 
902 

Tripartite  Treaty  of  1856,  [2503  770 

Beauchamp,  Earl  (Lord  Steward  of  the 
Household) 

Artitans  and  Labourers  Dwellings  Improre- 
roent  (Scotland)  Act  (1875)  Amendment, 
3R.  [2503  902 

Beer  Dealers*  Retail  Licences,  2R.  [2513  703; 
Comm.  007 

Capital  Punishment — Prisons  Act,  1868 — Exe- 
cutions in  Cheetham  and  Kirkdnle  Gaols, 
Res.  [2513075 

Coal  Mines — Leycett  Colliery  Explosion,  Mo- 
tion for  an  Address,  [2503  584,  5S6,  1545 

Criminal  Ijiw — Executions  in  Gaols — William 
Cassidy,  [251]  128 

Metropolitan  Water  Supply,  [2513  1000 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech — ller  Majesty's 
Answer  to  the  Address,  [250]  375 

Public  Health  —  Trichinosis  —  School  Ship 
**  Cornwall,"  [2503  904  ;  [251]  1233 

Bedford,  Duke  of 

Highway  Board  Accounts,  Motion  for  a  Return, 
[2513  128 

Beer  Dealers'  Retail  Licences  Bill 

{Ifr.  Ritchie  J  Mr.  Gorsty  Mr.  Torrent  ^ 

Mr.  MundiUa) 

e.  Considered  in  Committee ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported;  Bill  ordered;  ioa»l  I®* 
Fcbd  [lJill05J 

Icont. 


Beer  Dealer t*  Retail  Lieenea  BUl—eoni, 

Read2»*fV6l6 

Committee  deferred,  after  short  debate  Feb  28, 

[2503  1709 
Committee  * ;  Report  Mar  3 
Read  3»  •  Mar  4 
/.  Read  I**  ( 7%<?  Earl  Stanhope)  Mar  5  (No.  27) 
2R.  put  off,  after  short  debate  Mar  8,  [2513  547 
Read  2*,  after  short  debate  Mar  11,  788 
Committee;  Report, after  short  debate  Mar  19, 

907 
Read  3*  •  Mar  15 
Royal  Assent  Mar  19  [43  Vict,  c.  63 


Bell,  Mr.  I.  L.,  Hartlepool 

Royal  School  of  Mines,  Jermyn  Street,  [25 13  148 
Supply — Prisons,  England,  [2513  853 


Bentinck,  Mr.  G.  W.  P.,  Norfollc,  JF. 
Commerce  and  Free  Trade,  Motion  for  a  Select 

Committee,  [250]  630 
Lighthouses,  Motion  for  Papers.  [2513  313 
Navy,  State  of  the.  Res.  [2513  583 
Navy  Estimates — Sea  and   Coastguard  Ser* 

vices,  [2513642 
Parliament  —  Pririlege — Mr.   Plimsoll,  [250] 

1111 


Beeesfoed,   Lord  C.    W.    D.,    Water- 
ford  Co, 
Navy  —  Recreation  Grounds   at   Portsmouth, 

[2513  438 

BiGOAR,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Cavan  Co, 

Army  ( Ireland ) — Auxiliary  Forces — Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  the  Antrim  Militia,  [2513   300, 
553 
Mercantile   Marine  —  **  Louisa    Fletcher "    of 

Liverpool  (Unseaworthiness),  [251]  430 
Parliament — Miscellaneous  Questions 
Business  of  the  House,  [2503  1106 
Order — Viscount  Uastlereagh,  [2503  1448, 

1449  ;  Personal  Explanations,  [251]  29 
Privilege— Mr.  Plimsoll,  [250]  1141,  1142 
Queen's  Speech,  Address  iu  Answer  to,  [250] 
130,  362,  365 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate),  Res.  [2503   1635  ;   Amendt.   1638, 
1639,  1017,  1671,  1685,  1686,  1687,  1691, 
1705 
Parliament— Orders    of    the    Day — Standing 
Order  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means,  Res. 
[250]  1579 
Parliament— Privilege — Interference  of  Peers 
in   Elections— Hon.   Major    Jocelyn,    Res. 
[2503  1212 
Parliament — Privilege — London     Newspapers, 

Res.  [250J  1224 
Poor  Law  (Ireland) — Union  of  Bailieboro,  [2503 
908 
2503  Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland).  528 ;  Comm.  722  ; 
cl.  3,  733,  765,   768 ;  Motion  for  reporting 
Progress,  770,  930,  932,  934  ;  Amendt.  937. 
942.  969  ;   cL   4,  Amendt.  988,  980  ;  et.  5, 
995,  007  ;  cl.  0,  Amendt.  998,  1001,   1008, 
1010,1013,  1159,  1100;  tf/.  20, 1103;  Consil. 
afM.  cl   li20,   12J8.  1220;  el.  3,    Amcnlt. 
1232 
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BiooAR,  Mr.  J.  G. — conl. 

Supply — Constnbuhry  Force  in  Ireland,  [251] 
370  ;  Amendt.  375 
County   Court   Officers,  Ac.  Ireland,  [251] 

359,  362,  363 
Criminal  iVoseoations — Sheriffs'  Expenses, 

Ac.  [2,1;  I  ]  346 
Law  Charflres,  [aj;i]  345 
Public  V^orks  Office.  Ireland,  [251]  334 
Ulster  Tenant  Right,  2  a.  [251]  250 

Bills  of  Sale  Act  (1878)  Amendinent  Bill 

{Mr.  Monk,  Mr.  Sampson  Lloyd^  Mr.  Mereid ether , 

Mr.  Morlgy,  Mr.  Barran) 

€,  Considered  in  Conirnittee  ;  Kesolation  agreed 
to,  and  reported;  Bill  ordered;  read  I®* 
Mar  15  [Bill  113] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

BiBKBBOK,  Mr.  E.,  Norfolk,  N, 

Fishing  VpssaIs,  Commission  on  Lights  for, 
[251]  686,  813 

Births  and  Deaths  Registration  (Ireland) 
Bill 

{Mr.  Meldon,  Mr.  Errington,  Major  Nolan) 

e.  Order*»d  ;  read  !<>•  Feb  6  [Bill  66] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Blake,  l^r.  T.,  Leominster 

Parliament — PriTile^e  of  Parliament — Immu- 
nity from  Arrest,  Res.  [250]  1300,  1316 

Return  of  Members  of  the  Civil  Senrioe  en- 
gaged in  Trading,  [251]  430 

Blantyke,  Lord 

Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  2R.  [251]  050; 

Report,  1167;  3a.  1200 
India — Afghanistan,  Affairs  of,  [251]  1263 

BiiE!^NERHA8SETT,  Mr.  E.  P.,  Eerri/ 

Borouifh  Franchise  (Ireland),  Res.  [250]  853 
Parliam«»nt— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  310 

Blind  and  Deaf-Mnte  Children  Bill 

(Mr.  Wheelhofise,  Mr.  Montague  Scott,  Mr. 
Benjamin  Williams) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  \°^  FebQ  [Bill  41] 

250]  2R.,  debate  adjourned  Feb  25,  1426 
Read  2*  •  Mar  3 

Order  for  Committee  read  ;  Moved,  '*  That  Mr. 
Speaker  do  now  leave   the  Chair"  Mar  4, 
251]  400 ;    Moved,  *- That    the    Debate   be   now 
adjuurnod "    (Mr.   Monk)  ;    after    short  <le- 
bate.  Question    put;    A.  0,  N.  54  ;  M.   45 
(l).  I>.  36) 
Original  Question  again  proposed  ;  Moved, "  That 
this  House  do  now  adjourn  "  {Mr.  Brogden) ; 
after  short  debate.  Motion  withdrawn 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ;  Com- 
mittee  B.P. 

.  Committee  ;  Report  Mar  8,  605 
Considered  •  Mar  10 
Read  3"  *  Mir  1 1 

[cont. 


Blifidand  Deaf-MuU  Children  BUi-^ont, 

I.  Read  \**  (The  Lord  Norton)  Mar  12  (No.  J9) 
Read2*  Afar  17.  [251]  1172 
Committee  *  ;  Report  Mmt  18  (No.  53) 

Reads**  Mar  n 

Boiler    Explosion,    Oarnqad   Ironworks, 

Glasgow 
Question,  Mr.  Andersou ;  Answer,  Mr.  Asshe- 
ton  Grosi  Mar  8,  [251]  556 

BouBKB,  Hon.  B.  (Under  Seoretaxy  of 

State  for  Foreign  AflPairs),    Lynn 

Regie 

Afrioa(  v^est  Ooaat) — Bombardment  of  Onitsha, 

[250]  500,  510,  68l;^Medina  and  Liberia, 

1444 

Austrian-Religious  Perteoation  in   Bobemia, 

[a.so]  014 
Brazil— Claims  of  British  Sabjeets,  [250]  518 
Bulgaria — ^Dismissal  of  the  Assembly,  [251]  24 
China — Ohefoo  Convention,  [350]  150 
Commerce  and  Free  Trade,  If  otion  for  a  Select 

Committee,  [250]  620,  621 
Cyprus —Misoellaneous  Questions 
Lamaoa,  [251]  683 

The  Ordinance  Superseding  the  Eztra-ter- 
ritorial  JnriMiiction  of  Foreign  Consals, 
[250]  588, 677 
Turkish  Newspapers,  [250]  1800 
Great  Britain  and  Nicaragua — Ths  Pending 

Arbitration,  [251]  800 
Greece — Miscellaneous  Questions 
Brigandage  in  Aoamania,  [250]  511 
Colonel  Sjnge,  Capture  of,   bj  Brigands, 

[250]  1108,1200 
Papers,  [250]  268 
Morocco — Outbreak  at  Fes,  [150]  706 
Sugar    Bounties— Negotiations   with    Foreipi 

I 'o were,  [250]  1104 
Supply— Consular  Serviees,  [151]  401 

Diplomatic  Services,  [251]  393.  806.  800 
Treaty  of  Berlin — Misoellaneoos  Qnestlbns 
Bulgaria — Varna  Railway  Company,  [251] 

014 
23rd  AKiole.  [250]  965,  516 
Treaty  of  Washrngtoi — Canadian  and   New- 

foundlnnd  Fisheries,  [250]  519 
Turkey — Misoellaneons  Questions 

Anglo-Turkish  Convention  ( Appointment  of 

Officers)— Keamil  Pasha,  [250]  017 
British  Consuls  and  Vioo  Consuls,  Appoint- 
ment of,  [250]  268 
Correspondenoe  as  to  Ahmed  Tewflk  and 

Dr.  Koella,  [250]  260 
Uadi  Pasha,  [250]  680, 018 
Provincial     Constitutions     of     Enropoui 

Turkey.  [25©!  1100 
Slave  Trade  Treaty,  [^50]  266,  267 
Turkey  and  Greece—  Reotifloation  of  Fros- 
tier, [251]  151.  016 

BowYEB,  Sir  G.,  Wexford  Co. 

Commerce  and  Free  Trade,  Motion  for  a  Select 

c  ommittee,  [250]  626 
Customs  and  Inland   Revenne,  Consid.  [251] 

1104 
Navy — Captain  Bedford  Pirn,  [251]  1011 
Oxford  and   Cambridge   Boat   Uaoo   and  tbs 

London  Steamboat  Gompanj,  [251]  1220 
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BoiTTSB,  Sir  6. — e&iu, 

ParliAnieot — MiMoeUanaoas  Qnetiions 

Form  and  Precedent  —  Surnmons   to   the 

House  of  Peers.  [251]  1221,  1222 
Privilege^Mr.  Plimsoll,  [250]  1148 
Queen's   Speeoh,   Address    in    Answer    to, 
[aso]  131.  331 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 

Debate),  Kes.  [250]  1619.  1A03 
Parliament  —  Duration   of    Parliament.    Res. 

[250]  1345 
Parliament — PriYilei^e  of  Parliament— Immu- 

oity  from  Arrest,  Res.  [250]  1313 
Parliamentanr  Elections  an<l  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2).  Oonsi<1.  [251]  1180 
Probates  of  Wills.  Ao.  2R.  [251]  1032.  1033 

BsAKD,   Right   Hon.    H.    B.   W.,  {see 
Spbakbr,  The) 

Bbabsby,  Mr.  T.,  HaetingB 

Lighthouses.  Motion  for  Papers.  [251]  305.  311 

Brmtil — Claims  of  British  Subjects 

Question.  Mr.  Anderson ;  Answer.  Mr.  Bourke 
Feb  12.  [250]  513 

Brewers^  Licences — Report  of  the  Depart- 
mental Committee 
Qneetion.  Mr.  W.   E.  Forster ;    Answer.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Jfor  18.  [251] 
1207 


Briggs.  Mr.  W.  E.,  Blackburn 

Commerce  and  Free  Trade,  Motion  for  a  Select 
Committee.  [250]  635 

Bright.  Bight  Hon.  J.,  Birmingham 

Borough  Franchise  (Ireland).  Res.  [250]  865. 
870.  871.  872 

Capital  Punishment — Prisons  Act,  1868  — Exe- 
cutions in  Kirkdale  Gaol,  [251]  432  ;  Motion 
for  Afijonmment.  433,  435 

lutoxicatiog  Liquors  (Licences).  Res.  [251] 
496 

Parliament — Privilege  ~  Mr.  PlimsoU.  [250] 
1125 

Bright,  Mr.  J.,  Manchester 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech.  Address  in  An- 
■wer  to,  [250]  434 

Bristol  Corporation  Bill  {by  Order) 

#.  MoyH,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2<»  " 
{Mr.  Fry)  Mar  2,  [251]  131 
Amendt.  to  leave  out  **  now,"  and  a<ld  "upon 
this  day  six  months "  {Mr.  Wait);  Ques- 
tion proposed,  **That  *  now/  d:c. ;"  after 
dehate.  Question  put ;  A.  163.  N.  98  ;  M.  65 
(D.  L.  31) 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to ;  Bill  read  2" 


Broodex,  Mr.  A.,    Wednesbury 

Blind  and  DeafMuto  ChiMrcn,  Coinin.  Motion 
for  Adjournment,  [251]  410.  411 


Brooks.  Mr.  M.,    Dublin 

Borough  Franchise  (Ireland),  Res.  [250]  841 

Brownb,  Mr.  G.  E.,  Mayo  Co, 

Relief  of  Distress   (Ireland).   Comm.   cL  3, 
[250]  759 

Bruen,  Mr.  H.,   Carlow  Co. 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  el,  8,  [350] 
953  ;c/.  9,  1160 

Bulgaria — Dismissal  of  the  Assembly 
Question.  Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Bourke  ifar  1.  [251]  23 

Burial  Laws  Ameindment  Bill 

(Mr.  Grant  ham  f  Mr.  Mark  Stewart) 

e.  Considered  in  Committee;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported ;  Bill  ordered  ;  read  1^  * 
Mar  8  [Bill  103] 

2R.  Wed.  April  7 

Bitrt,  Mr.  T.,  Morpeth 

Frauds  by  Fiduciary  Agents.  [250]  1438 
Intoxicating  Liquors  (Licences),  Res.  [251]  467 
Mercantile  Marine—**  Strelns."  [251 J  683 
Merchant  Seamen,  [251]  299 
Merchant    Shipping    Acts  —  *' Hartor,"    The, 

Merchant  Ships—"  Tx>ui8a  Fletcher"  of  Lirer* 
pool  (Unseaworthiness).  [250]  1570 

Bury,    Viscount    (Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War) 

Army — Purchase  OflBcers'  Widows,  [250]  670 
Short  Service  System — R«*port  of  Depart- 
mental Committee,  [251]  905,  906 
Army — Auxiliary  Forces — Volunteer  Reyiew. 
[250]  675  :  Address  for  a  Paper.  1431. 1434  ; 
[25 1 J  424.  668  ;  SUtement.  966 

Cadogan,     Earl   (Under   Secretary    of 
State  for  the  Colonies) 

Africa,  South— Basutoland.  [250]  258 

Zululand — Surrender  of  Arms,  [151]  901 
Uong  Kong — ConUgious  Diseases  Ordinance, 
1867,  Address  for  Papers,  [251]  1255 

Cairns,    Earl    {see    Chakoellor,    The 
Lord) 

Callan,  Mr.  P.,  Dundalk 

Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation),  2R.  [251] 

1071 
Local  Courts  of  Bankruptcy  (Ireland),  [251]  911 
Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk,  Nomination  of 

Select  Committee,  [251]  539 
Parliament  —  Order  —  Viscount    Castlereagh. 
[250]  1449  ;  Personal  Explanations,  [251]  37 
250]  Parliament — Business  of  the    House  (Order 
in  Dtbato).  Res.  1652;   Amende.  1KA8, 16«9, 
.      1671,1673,  1678,   1685.    1688.  1696,   1702, 
.      1705 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland)~Dundalk   Union. 
[251]  912 
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Callan,  Mr.  P. — cont. 
Supply — County  Court  Officers,  Uto,  Ireland, 

National  School  Teachers'  Superannuation 
Office,  Dublin,  [351]  383,  386,  390 
Ulster  Tenant  Right,  2a. [351]  371 

Oambkon,  Dr.  0.,   Glasgow 

Artizans'  and  Labourers'  Dwellings  Improye- 

ment   (Scotland)   Act  (1875)   Amendment, 

Comm.  [350]  578 
Chartered  Banks  (Colonial),  2R.  [350]  569 
India  — Afghanistan  —  Military    Operations  — 

Loss  of  Baggage  Animals,  [351]  798 
Parliament — Privilege  of  Parliament — Immu- 
nity from  Arrest,  Ros.  [350]  1310 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2),  2R.   Amendt.  [351]  862;  Comm. 

el,  3,  1163  ;  Consid.  Amendt.  1176;  add,  el, 

1188,1190 
Vaccination,  [351]  694  ;  2R.  742 

Oamfbell,  Lord 

Array  —  Auxiliary  Forces  —  Easter   Monday 

Volunteer  Review,  [350]  672  :  Address  for  a 

Paper,  1430,  1433.  1434  ;  [351]  423,  424 
Eastern  Question,  [351]  546;  Motion  for  an 

Address,  073,  1007 
Ireland,  State  of.  Motion  for   Returns,  [350] 

1559 
Tripartite  Treaty  of  1856,  [350]  781 

Campbell,  Lord  C,  Argyll 

Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  2R.  [350]  1421 

Campbell,  Sir  G.,  Kirkcaldy ^  8fc, 

Army  —  Auxiliary    Forces  —  Blaster   Monday 

Volunteer   Review — The  General   Election, 

[250  1016 
Bulgaria — Diamissal  of  the   Assembly,  [251] 

23,24 
Criminal  Code,  2R.  [350]  1245 
Customs  and  Inland  Revenue,  Consid.  Amendt. 

[351]  1192,1104 
East  India  Loan  (East  Indian  Railway  Deben- 
tures), Comm.  [351]  114 
Game  Laws,  Res.  [351]  187 
Gaslight   and    Coke,    Commercial    Gas,    and 

South  Metropolitan  Gaslight  and  Coke  Com- 
panies, 2U.  [350]  788 
Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  2R.  [350]  1412 
India — Afghanistan — Miscellaneous  Questions 
Affairs  in,  [350]  1445 
Expenses  of  the  War,  [350]  463 
Popular  Representation,  [350]  601 
India — Afghanistan — The    War — Expenses   of 

Military  Operations,  Res.  [351]  951 
Indian  Army  Commission  — Recommendations, 

[351]  1005,  1096 
Malta,  Despatch  of  Indian  Troops  to — Return 

of  Costs,  [251]  806 

Monetary  Conference  (Paris) — Silver,[25o]  Oil 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House,  [250]  384 

Dissolution  of    Parliament — Private   Bills, 

[351]  694,918 

Parliament  — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 

Debate),  Ros.  Amondt.  [250]  1691,  1604 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Tract  ices 

(No.  2),  2R.  '3Si]  ^^^  ;  Comm.  1103  ;  cl,  2, 

1117.  1126  :  Consid.  1185 

Icont, 


Campbill,  Sir  6. — eotU, 

Probates  of  Wills,  ^.  8R.  [351]  1065 
Scotch  Judicial  AppointmenU — Sheriff  Substi- 
tute for  Kinross,  [351]  151 
Supply  —  National    Education     in     Ireland, 
Amendt.  [S51]  877,  870 
National  School  Teaehers'  Sapenmnaatioa 

Office,  Dublin,  [351]  882 
New  Courts  of  Justioo  and  Offioet,  [350] 

1256 
Report,  [351]  919 
Stationery  and  Printing,  [251]  326 
Taxation  (Great  Britain  and  Ireland ),  Motioa 

for  a  Select  Committee,  [351]  713 
Treaty  of  Berlin— 28rd  Article,  [350I265,  516 
Turkey — Provincial  Conititntioni  of  Eoropean 

Turkey,  [350]  1100 
Ways  and  Means — Financial  Statemant,  Comm. 
[151]  839 

CAMFBELL-BAmrsBMAir,  Mr.  H.|  Stirling ^ 

Sfo, 
Army   Estimates  —  Departmental   Statement, 

[351]  70 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Gornipt  Practices 

(No.  2),  Consid.  [851]  1186 

Oamfebdown,  Earl  of 

Metropolitan  Water  Supply,  [351]  1088 

Canada f    Dominion    of —  The   Canadian 

Pacific  Railway 
Question,  Mr.  W.  E.  Forster;    Answer,  Sir 
Michael  Hicks- Beaoh  Moor  18,  [351]  1205 

Oabnabyon,  Earl  of 

Ancient  Monuments,  2R.  [151]  785 
Oabington,  Lord 

Settled  Land,  2R.[35i]  281 

Cartwbight,  Mr.  "W.  0.,  Ox/ordshin 
Consolidated  Fand  Appropriation,  8R.  [351] 

1195 
Egyptian  A£Eairs,  [350]  1488 
Turkey  and  Greece — Reotifleaiion  of  Frontier, 

[351]  151,  1094 

Castlereaqh,  Viscount,  Down 
Home  Rule,  Personal  Explanation,  [t$6]  686, 

687 
Parliament — Viscount  Castloroagh  —  Personal 

Explanation,  [351]  82 
Ulster  Tenant  Right,  2R.  [251]  S59 

Cayexdish,    Lord    P.     0.,     TorUhin 
W,R,,  N,  Div. 
Supply— War  in  Sonth  Afrioa  (Vote  of  Crodit), 
[351]  763,  769 

Cecil,  Lord   E.    H.    B.    G.   (Surreyor 

General  of  Ordnance),  JSuex,  W, 
Army  —  Auxiliary   Forces  —  Easter   Monday 
Volunteer  Reyiow — TIm  Gonond   Eketioo, 
[251]  1016 
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Cboil,  Lord  E.  H.  B.  G.^^eonU 

Armj  EttimJitefl  —  Clothing  Establishments, 
Ac.  [251]  107 
Works,  Buildings,  Ac.  [251]  108 
Nat/  — Barsttng  of  the  '*  Thunderer"  Gun, 

[»S0  7»7 
Slrensall  Common,  2R.  [250]  1382 

ContllS  ^11     {Mr.  Selater-Boothy  Mr,  Secretary 

Crostf    Mr,   Chancellor    of  the    Exchequer^ 

Mr.SaU) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  l»  •  Feb  23  [Bill  85] 

Bill  withdrawn  •  ifar   15 

Centos  (Ireland)  Bill      {Mr.  Jamee  Lowther, 

Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland) 

«.  Ordered  ;  read  l®  •  Jfar  3  [Bill  101] 

BiU  withdrawn  •  Mar  15 

Census  (Scotland)  Bill 

{The  Lord  Advocate t  Mr,  Secretary  Croee) 

9,  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Feb  23  [Bill  86] 

Question,  Mr.  M*Laren  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton 

Cross  Mar  8,  [251]  557 
BUI  withdrawn  •  Mar  15 

Ohadwiok,  Mr.  D.,  MaeelesJUld 

Customs  and  Inland    Elerenne,  Consid.  [251] 

1194 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2),  Comro.  el,  2,  [251]  1161 
Probates  of  Wills,  Ao.  2R.  [251]  1017 

Ohamberlaik,  Mr.  J.,  Birmingham 
Africa,  South — Basutoland,  [250]  1195 
Greece— Papers,  [250]  152.  268 
Irish  Church  Act  (1869)   Amendment,  Leare, 

[2511274,277 
Local  Loans  Committee,  [250]  516 
Blalta,  Despatch  of  Indian  Troops  to^Keturn 

of  Costs.  [251]  804,  807 
Metropolis  Waterworks  Purchase,  Leare,  [251] 

234,  237 
Parliament — Miscellaneous  Questions 

Dissolution  of  Parliament  —  Prirate  Bills, 

[251]  693 
Pririlege— Mr.  Plimsoll.  [250]  1151 
Queen's   Speech,   Address  in   Answer  to, 
[250]  369.  388 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 

Debate),  Res.  [250]  1661.  1664 
Parliament — Pririlege — Interference  of  Peers 
in    Elections— lion.    Major    Joceljn,    Res. 
[250]  1209 
Parliamentary  and  Municipal  Registration  Act, 

1878,  [250]  1440 
Supply.. Stationery  and  Printing.  [251]  326 
War  in  South  Africa  (Vote of  Credit),  [251] 
767 

Ohambers,  Sir  T.,  MaryUlone 
Criminal  Code,  2R.  [250]  1247 

Chancellor,  The  Lord  (Earl  Cairns) 

Army— Short  Service  System — Report  of  Do- 
partmontal  Committeo,  [251]  006 

Common  Law  Troccduro  and  Judicature  Acts 
Amendment,  2R.  [251]  1070 

[cotw. 


Cba5cillob,  The  Lord — eont. 

Companies  Acts  Amendment,  Conmi.  [251]  782 
Eastern  Question — Motion  for  an  Address,  [251] 

1005 
Employers  Liahility,  IR.T250]  260;  2R.  486 
Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland).  2R.  [251]  961  ; 

Comm.  1081;   el.  3.   1085;    Report,  1160, 

1168,  1171;  8R.  1198,  1200 
India — Afghanistan — Policy    of   the    Gtorern- 

ment.  Address  for  Papers,  [250]  1079 
Local  Courts  of  Bankruptcy  (Ireland),  Comm. 

[250  413 
Parliament — Miscellaneous  Questions 

Prorogation  of  Parliament — Queen's  Speech, 

[251]  1268,  1269.1271,1272 
Queen's  Speech,  [250]  2 
Roll  of  the  Lords.  [250]  254 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Praetioes 

(No.  2),  3R.  [251]  1238 
Settled  Land — Conveyancing  and  Law  of  Pro- 
perty— Solicitors  Remuneration — Limitation 

of  Actions.  IR.  [350]  1164,  1181 
Settled  Land.  2R.  [251]  287,  296 ;  Comm.  669, 

670 
Workmen's  Compensation,  [250]  377 

Chancellor  of  the  Exohequbb  (Right 
Hon.  Sir  S.  H^  Northoote),  D&voHf 

Agricultural  Distress,  Royal  Commission  on, 

T250]  1103 
Ballot  Act,  [250]  267  ;  [251]  28 
Bankruptcy  Law  Amendment,  [250]  383 
Blind  and  Deaf-Mute  Children,  Comm.  [251] 

410.411 
Brewers'   Licences — Report  of  Departmental 

Committee,  [251]  1207 
Capital     Punishment— Prisons    Act.    1868^- 

kxecutions  in  Kirkdale  Gaol,  [251]  436 
Chartered  Banks  ( Colonial), 2 R. [150]  569,572 
Ciril  Service  Writers,  [250]  677 
Commerce  and  Agriculture,  Proposed  Minister 

of,  [250  916 
Commerce  and  Free  Trade,  Motion  for  a  Select 

Committee,  [250]  619 
Companies    Act,    1879 — Joint    Stock    Banks, 

[250]  1441 
Congress  of  Berlin  —  Protocol  18  —  Ottoman 

Bondholders,  [250]  1189 
Consolidated  Fund  Appropriation,  3R.  [251] 

1195 
Corrupt  Practices  at  Elections — Re-distribu- 
tion of  ScatM,  [250]  910 
Customs  Civil  Service  Writers.  [250]  684 

Out-door  Officers.  [251]  798 
Customs  and  Inland    Revenue,  Consid.   [251] 

1193,  1194;  3R.  1213 
Education  (Wales),  [251!  23 
Egypt—Egyptian  Affairs.  [250]  1439 

Finance,  [250]  796 
Game  l^ws.  Res.  [251]  221 
General  Election — Good  Friday — Bank  Holi- 

d»y«.[25i]  1207 
Greece— Papers.  [250]  152 
Il.R.lI.  The  Princess  Frederica  of  Hanover, 

[251]  1212.  1220 
India  —  Afghanistan — Expenses  of  the  War, 

[250]  476 ;  [2Si]695  :-.Aflkirs  in,[25o]  1445; 

[251]  29,  147,  1207 
Iiitemporanco,  Lords  Committee  on,  [250]  267 
Ireland — "Home    Rulers"  Members  of   this 

House,  [250]  682 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exohrqdbr~co?i^ 

Ireland — The  Prime  Mininter**  \Mter  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  Ro8.[a,si]  1230,  1231 

IxMjal  Courts  of  Bankruptcy  (Ireland),  [251] 
911,913 

Local  Loans  Committee.  [250]  516 

Malta,  Despatch  of  Indian  Troops  to— Return 
ofCosts,  [a.c;i]80.5,  917.  918 

Masters  in  Lunacy  —  Appointment  of  Mr. 
Henry  Graham,  [250]  67J> 

Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk — Nomination  of 
a  Select  Committee.  [251]  542 

Metropolis  (Water  Supplr).  [251]  27 

Metropolitan  Police  District — Criminal  'Sta- 
tistics, [251]  22 

Monetary  Conference  ( Paris) — Silver,  [250]  911 

Municipal  Corporations.  [250]  1190 

National  Debt—The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer's Statement,  [251]  1099  ;  3K.  1222 

Parliament — Miscellaneous  Questions 

Business  of  the  House.  [250]  383,  3^5,  3d6, 

592,  1158, 1183  ;  [251]  29,  297,  918,  919. 

1017 
Dissolution  of — Explanation,  [25 t]  557,  561, 

562  :— Private  Bills,  6»2,  693,  694 
Easter  Recess,  [251]  440 
Orders  of  the  Day.  [250]  1440 
Privilege— Mr.  Piimsoll,  [250]  806,  1111, 

1137 
Prorogation,  [251]  1220 
Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  Answer  to,  [2^0] 

100,  126.  142,  143,  164,  237,  272,  289, 

294,  362.  370.  404 
Viscount  Castlereagh — Personal  Explana- 
tion, [251]  37 

Parliament— Businesa  of  the  House  (Order  in 

Dibaie^.  Re««.  [250]  1450,  1539,  1607,  1«'*9. 

1641.   1652,  1656.  1(574.    1690,   1692,  1603, 

1699,  1702,  1703.  1705.1707 
Parliament  —  Orders  of  the  Day  —  Standing 

Order  of  Supply  and  Wavs  and  Means,  Res. 

[250]  1572, 1574.  1575. 1577 
Parliament — Privilege — Interference  of  Peers 

at  Elections — Bon.  Major  Jocelyn.  Res.  [2^0] 

1202 
Parliament —  Privileze — London    Newspapers, 

Res.  .\men«it.  [250]  1222 

Parliamentary  Khctions  and  Corrupt  Practices 
(No.  2),  ^2^1]  814  :  Comm.953.  1017, 1072, 
1111:  <•/.  2.  HIS.  1124.  1130.  1137,  1148. 
1151.  1156.  1157,  115S.  1160,  1162;  ConsiJ. 
117;^.  IISI:  add.cl  ivn 

Persia  and  Herat,  [250]  383.  520 

Post   Office — Investments  —  Savings  Bauks, 

Probates  ot  WilU,  Ac.  [Stamp  Duties].  Comm. 
Motion  for  Adjournraont.  'i^i!  530.  532; 
2U.  '2;i]  lOlS.  1029.  104>'  * 

Raiiw.iT  St-rvaDts-^CompenMition  for  Injuries. 


3%i    6S9 


Rep:>irar  General,  Appo;ntmcRt  of— Dr.  Farr, 
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CuA!fCELi:x>R  of  the  ExcHnqj:mn^r<mt. 

250]  Aniendt.  1162 ;  <*/.  19,  Amendt.  ib.  :  C'Ti  I. 
.      el.  4,  1233,  1234 

Ix)rdrt  Amendts.  Gonfiid.  [25 1I  8^2.  S95 
Roumania — The  Jews.  [250]  7»5.  11^7 
Russia  aud  Western  Asia— Lieutenant  Cu.oa*. 

Macgregor,  [250]  9U9,  010 
Russia — Explosion  at  the  Winter  Palace.  '2:0' 

922 
Seed  Potatoes  (Ireland),  2R.  [250]  449  :  Coni  u. 

el.  3,  652 :  cl.  6.  655.  656,  659.  659  ;  cl.  I?. 

665,  772  ;  Consid.  el.  6,  880 
South  African  Golonlea,  [250]  381 
Supply — Colonial  l«oeal  Revenae.  [251]  4)5 
Diplomatic  Serrioes,  [151]  396^  39S 
Report,  [2511020 
Technical  Eduoation,  C«Dtral  Collegt  of.  [a:f 

428 
Tower  High  Level  Bridge  (MaCropolis)  Cnm, 

mittee— Mr.   Gritiel!,  [25 1I  26  :    Amendt. 

154,  159,  241 
Treaty  Guarantees,  ^250]  648 
Turkey— Murder  of  Mr.  Ogle,  [250]  331,  35J. 

1104,1197.1571 
Turkey  and  Greece^Rootiflemtioo  of  Frontier, 

[251]  1200.1311 
Ways  and  Means — Pinaneial  Sutameiit.CoDaL 

[251]  816.  836.  887.  880, 849 
Wine  Duties,  Select  Committee  on.  ^250]  1440 

Channel  lilandi — Jersey — Payment  of  tie 
Judge 
Question.  Mr.  Waddy ;  Antwor,  Mr.  Assheloa 
Croat  Feb  27,  [250]  1572 


Ohaflik,  Mr.  H.,  Lineolnehire, 
Game  Laws.  Res.  [351]  819 
Parliameot  —  PriTilego     Mr.   PUbsoII,  [iko' 

1128 
Parliament — Bosineia  of  the  Boate  (Order  in 
Debate),  Ret.  [250]  1514.  1510,  1686 

Charitiea  (Irelaiid)  UU 

(Jfr.  SteldoH,  Mr.  Erringtm) 

e.  Ordered  ;  raid  I**  Fdk  17  [BiU  78] 

2R.  [Droppwl] 

Charity  Commi$non,  Th$—8%tt%n§e  ef  iJa 
Board 
Qoeation,    Mr.    Pomberton  :    Aniwer,  Lord 
G«orge  HamiltOD  Feb  06,  [ajo]  1439 

Charity  Expenses  and  Aeeounts  BiU 
Qae*tion,   Mr.   W.   U.  Jamci ;    Answer,  Sir 
Henry  Selwin-lbbetaon  Feb  18,  [150]  5vS 

CH.VKLET.  Mr.  W.  T.,  Sal/ord 

ArmT   Ks'.imatet  —  Deputmtntal    StatcBcat. 

fjir  <6 
Re-let  of  DiftreM(Irrtud),  Lmto,  [250]  S4S 

Chtlfr  Ga*  Bill 
S:a-.i  iir;  Order  ItiO  re«d  F<b  97,  [150]  1565 
Movt^i.  iLai  iLe  Chairman  of  tbo  tommtuft 
of  Ways  ani  Means  b«  diacbnrfed  trom  at* 
tendance  00  the  Cbeetcr  Gm  KU.  smi  tkrt 


OHE       OLO 
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COA 


COL 


CksMer  Gat  Bm^-coDt, 

the  Chainmin  of  the  Gommittee  on  Standing 
Ordort  be  appointed  Chaimnan  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  taid   Bill  ( Tlie  Chairman  of 
Waps  and  Means) ;  Motion  agreed  to 

Ohilders,  Bight  Hon.  H.  0.  E.,  Fonte- 

fraei 
Chartered  Banks  (Colonial),  2R.  [150]  575 
Commerce  and  Free  Trade,  Motion  for  a  Select 

Committee,  [250]  625 
Malta,  Despatch  of  Indian  Troops  to — Return 

of  Costs,  [251]  805 
Merchant  Ships  l^den  in  Bulk,  Nomination  of 

Select  Committee,  [251]  641 
Navy.SUte  of  the.  Res.  [251]  583 
Navy  Estimates-— Admiraltj  OflBce,  [251]  655, 

tbi 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 

Debate).  Res.  [250]  1540,  1676 
Probates  of  Wills,  4c.  2R.  [251]  1033 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Leave,  [250]  240; 

Comm.  712,  713  ;  ei,  3,  732,  755,  768,  955 
Seed  Potatoes  (Ireland),  Comm.  cL  3,  [250] 

e52  :  d,  12,  664 
Sopply — New   Courts  of  Justice  and  Offices, 
[250]  1252 
Rojal  I'aUoes,  [250]  1248 
Treaty  Guarantees,  [250]  647 
Ways  and  Means — Financial  Statement,  Comm. 

[251]  840,  845 

China 

Dcmestie  Servitude  at  Hong  Kong,  Questions, 
Mr.  Anderson  ;  Answers,  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
B«ich  f>6  12,  [2503514 

JSTon^  Kong— The  Coniagiout  Diteoiei  Ordi- 
nance, 1867,  Address  lor  Papers,  Lord  Stanley 
of  Alderley  Mar  22,  [251]  1254  ;  after  short 
debate.  Motion  postponed 

Tke  Ckee/00  Convrntum  ;  Question,  Mr.  Mark 
Stewart ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bourke  Feb  6,  [250] 
149 


Chttrchill,  Lord  H.,  Woodstock 

Post  Office  Telegrams — Disclosure  of  Private 
Telegrams,  [250]  1436,  1437 

Church  of  England — Sale  of  Livings — 

Th$  Royal  Commission 
Question,  Mr.  Leatham ;  Answer,  Mr.  Asshe- 
ton  Cross  Feb  19,  [250]  922 

Civil  Service  Writers 
Question,  Mr  Joseph  M'Kenna  ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Feb   16,  [250] 
677  ;  Question,    Mr.    Finignn  ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  684 

Clarke,  Mr.  E.  G.,  Southwark 

Intoxicating   Liquors    (Licences),    Res.    [251] 
604 

Cloiinfj  of  Public 'Bouses  on  Sunday 

Keaolution  withdrawn  {Mr.  Stevenson)  Ma   9, 
[as  1]  680 


Coal  Mines — The  Leyeett  CoUiery  Explom 
sion 

Moved,  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty  for  Report  of  the  inquiry 
into  the  Leyoett  Colliery  explosion  (  TheEarl 
De  La  Warr)  Feb  13.  [250]  583 ;  after 
short  debate,  on  Question  f  resolred  in  the 
negative 

Question,  Mr.  Macdonald ;  Answer,  Mr.  Asshe- 
ton  Cross  F«5  23,  1191 

Question,  Earl  De  La  Warr;  Answer,  Earl 
Beauchamp  Ftb  27, 1545 

Moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House, 
Report  of  William  St.  James  Wheelhoose, 
Esq.,  Q.C.,  M.I'.,  on  the  Leyeett  Colliery 
Accident  of  September  1879  (7^  Earl 
De  La  Warr) ;  Motion  agreed  to 


OoQAN,  Right  Hon.  W.  H.  F.,  KiUt^e 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  2R.  [250]  555 
OoLEBBOOKE,  Sir  T.  E.y  Lanarkshire f  N. 

India — Afghanistan — The  War — Expenses  of 
Military  Operations,  Res.  [251]  942 

Parliament — Privilege  of  Parliament — Immu- 
nity from  Arrest.  Res.  [250]  1311 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 
(No.  2),  Comm.  [251]  1108 

CoLEBiDOE,  Lord 

Common  Law  Procedure  and  Jndieatiire  Acta 
Amendment,  2R.  [251]  1079 

CoLLms,  Mr.  E.,  Kinsale 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  419 

CoLMAN,  Mr.  J.  J.,  Norwich 

Intoxicating  Liquors  (Licences),  Res  [251] 488 
Parliamentary  t lections  and  Corrupt  Praotioes 
(No.  2),  Leave,  [251]  779 


Colonial  Chartered  Banking  Companla* 

Bill — Afterwards 

Chartered  Banks  (Colonial)  Bill 

(Sir  Henry   Seiwifi-Ibbetton,    Mr.  ChanetUor  of 

the  Exchequer) 

c.  Considered  in  Committee  ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported ;  Bill  ordered  ;  read  1*  * 
Feb  6  [bill  4] 

Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  3*" 
Ftb  12,  [25o]5tJ7  * 

Amendt  to  leavv  out  "  now,"  and  add  **  upon 
this  day  six  months  "  (Mr.  Ramsay) ;  Ques- 
tion proposed,  "That  *  now,'  itc.\**  alter 
short  debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 

Mam  (Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ;  liill  read  2*, 
and  coniiiiiited  to  a  Select  Committee 

And.  on  Feb  20,  Committee  nominate«i  as  fol- 
lows : — Mr.  FrenhfteUI,  Mr.  Lowe.  Sir  John 
Lubbock.  Mr.  Arthur  Slilln,  Mr.  Mulboltand, 
Mr.  Kamoay,  Mr  Sanipnoii  Llo%d,  Mr.  Shaw, 
and  Sir  Iltnry  Selwifi-lbbetnon 

Report  of  Select  Comm.  (f.P.  No.  115) 

bill  reported  *  Mar  11  [Bill  109] 
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C0LTHTJK8T,  Colonel  D.  La  Zouche,  Cork 
Co. 

Ireland  —  Distress  —  Presentment  Sessions  — 
Loans  for  Sanitary  Works,  [250]  515 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  178 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  2R.  [250]  541 

Seed  Potato  Act — Castletown-Berehayen  Union, 
[251]  554 

Commerce  and  Agriculture — The  Proposed 

Minieter  of 
Question,   Sir  Baldwjn    Leighton ;    Answer, 
The  Chanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  Mar  12, 
[250916 

Commerce  and  Free  Trade 
Ajnendt.  on  Committee  of  Supplj  Feb  18,  To 
leare  out  from  «'  That,"  and  add  "  a  Select 
Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  Com- 
mercial Relations  at  present  existing  between 
England  and  Foreign  Nations,  especially 
with  regard  to  tho  import  of  Manufactured 
Goods  from  Abroad,  as  well  as  the  effect 
caused  bj  our  system  of  one-sided  so-called 
Free  Trade,  with  a  view  (if  possible)  of  per- 
manently ameliorating  the  position  of  the 
wage  classes  of  this  Country  "  (Mr.  IVheel- 
A(ni«0)i;.,[25o]6O4 ;  Question  proposed, "That 
the  words,  £0.  ;*'  after  short  debate.  Moved, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  "  (Mr. 
NewdegcUt) ;  after  further  short  debate. 
Question  put,  and  negatiyed ;  ailer  further 
debate.  Question  put,  "That  the  words, 
Ac.;"  A.  75,N.O;  M.  60(D.  L.  5) 

Common  Law  Procedure   and  Jadica- 
tnre  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

(Mr.  Gregory f  Mr.  Waddy^  Mr.  Whtelhouae, 
Mr.  Ridley) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  I''  •  i^<?fr  17  [Bill  80] 

Read2®*fV5  25 

Committee*  ;  Report  Mar  10 

Considered*  Mar  11 

ReadS«*ifar  12 
I.  Read  1* •  (Lord  Coleridge)  Mar  12     (No.  44) 

Read  2\  after  short  debate  Mar  16,  [251]  1079 

Committee*  ;  Report  Mar  18  (No.  51) 

Read  8**  ifar  10 


Commons 

Select  Committee  appointed  Feb  0 

And,  on  Feb  20,  Committee  nominated  as  fol- 
lows :— Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot,  Sir  Charles 
W.  Dilke,  Mr.  Fawcett,  Mr.  Leyeson  Gower, 
Mr.  Pell,  Mr.  Spencer  Walpole,  and  Five 
Members  to  be  added  by  the  Committee  of 
Selection 


Commons  Act  (1876)  Amendment  Bill 

(Mr.  Mundella,  Sir  Henry  Feek,  Lard  Edmond 

Fitzmaurice) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  l"*  /\-6  9  [Bill  61] 

Read  2«,  after  short  debate  Feb  18,  [250]  899 
Bill  withdrawn  •  Mar  10 


Companiee  Act,  1879 — Joint  Stock  BmIm 
Question,  Mr.   Hey  gate ;  Answer,  The  CUs- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer  Feb  26,  [250]  UlO 


Companies  Acta  Amendment  Bill 

(Sir  John  Lubbock,  Mr.  Coope,  Mr.  MertelUU,  Sir 

Charles  Mills) 

€.  Acta  oontidered  in  Committee ;  ReaolotioB 
agreed  to,  and  reported ;  Bill  ordered ;  md 
!••  Feb  6  [BUI  53] 

Read  2«  JFV6  10,  [950]  386 

Committee*  ;  Report  /V6  13 

Read8<»*/V5l6 
I.  Read  l^^(The  lAnrd  Aherdare)  Feb  17  (No.9) 

Read  3*,  mher  short  debate  Feb  24,  1276 

Moved,  **  That  the  Hooae  do  now  reaolTe  itself 
into  Committee  upon  the  laid  Bill'*  Jforll, 
[as  I]  781 

Amendt.  to  leare  ont]  ("  now,")  and  add 
(«thit  day  aix  month*'*)  (The  L&rd  Den- 
man) ;  after  abort  debate,  on  Qoestioo,  Thai 
(**  now,")  Ac.  f  reaolTed  in  the  afinnatiT* ; 
Committee  (No.  35) 

Report  •  Mar  16  (No.  48} 

Read  8'*  Mar  18 
e.  Lorda  AmendU.  Moor  18  [BUI  117] 

I.  Royal  Aiaent  Mar  2i  [43  VUl  e.  19] 


Consolidated  Fond  (No.  1)  BiU 

(Mr.  Baikes,  Mr.  Chametlhr  of  the  Exehtfm, 
Sir  Henry  Sel^cin'lbbeteen) 

e,  Reiolutiona  in  Committee  *  Mar  5 

Reiolutiona  reported,  and  agreed  to ;  BiU  or- 
dered ;  read  !•*  MarS 

Read  2«  •  Ifor  10 

Ck)mmittee  * ;  Report  Mar  II 

Read  3*"  *  Mar  12 
I.  Read  1>*  {EaHof  BeaiemmfiM)  Mmr  12 

Read    2** :   Ckmimittce  negatived ;   ned  I* 
MarlZ 

Royal  Asient  Mar  15  [43  Fuf.  e.  <] 


ConBolidated  Fond  (Appropriatlim)  BOl 

(Mr.  Baikes,  Mr.  Chaneelhr  of  the  Suhsfntr* 
Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibbeteom) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1»*  Mar  12 

Read  2%  after  abort  debate  Mar  13.  [aji]  1970 

Committee  * ;  Report  Mar  16 

Read  3«,  after  abort  debate  Mar  17.  UM 
I.  Read  {*•  {EaHof  BeaaeH^i4ld)MarlS 

Read  2** ;  Committee  negatived  Mar  19 

Read  3«*lfar  22 

Royal  Aswnt  Mar  24  [43  Fwt  9. 19] 


Contagious  Dieeaeee  Acts 
Question,  Mr.  SolUran ;  Antwer,  Colonel  Uj4 
Lindaay  Mar  13,  [151]  lOie 


Contagious  Diseases  Aets^  1866-1869 
Select  Committee  re-anpointed,  "to  iaqiin 
into  the  ConUgions  IMaeaaea  Acte,  1666— 
1800,  their  Adminiatration,  OperaUoo,ai4 
Effect "  Feb  17 
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CotUagienu  Diuoiei  Aeti,  1 866-1 869^oont. 

Oommittee  nominated  at  follows : — Colonel 
Alexander,  Mr.  Cavendith  Bentinok,  Mr. 
Bnlwer»  Mr.  Bart,  Vitooont  Criohton,  Sir 
Haroonrt  Johnston,  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre, 
General  Shnte,  Mr.  O'Shaughnessj,  Mr. 
Stansfeld,and  Five  Members  to  be  nominated 
by  the  Committee  of  Selection 

Coniaguma  Di»ea$e$  {Animals)  Act 
Olandertd   Hcnti,    Questions,    Sir    William 

Fraaer,  Mr.  Mitchell  Henry  ;  Answers,  Lord 

George  Hamilton  Mar  15,  [251]  1010 
Importation  of  Chinese  Hides,  Question,  Mr. 

Mark     Stewart ;     Answer,     Lord     George 

Hamilton  Mar  8,  [251]  652 
Sheep  Rat,  Question,  Mr.  Paget ;  Answer,  Lord 

George  Hamilton  Mar  9,  [251]  681 

Conyayancing  and  Law  of  Properly  Bill 

[h.l.]  {The  Lord  Chancellor) 

L  Presented  ;  read  1*  Feb  23,  [150]  1164 
Read  2«*lfar  4  (No.  16) 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Mar  9  (No.  33) 

Committee*  {an  re'Comm.)  discharged  Mar  19 

Co'Operativs  Stares 

Select  Committee  of  last  Session  re-appointed, 
"  to  inquire  into  the  constitution  and  opera- 
tions of  certain  Trading  Societies,  trading 
under  the  name  of  Co-operative  Stores,  and 
to  ascertain  whether  they  are  exempted  from 
taxes  and  imposts  to  which  the  trading  com- 
munity are  liable"  Feb  24 

Committee  nominated  as  follows  I'^Sir  Massey 
Lopes  (Chairman),  Mr.  Baxter,  Mr.  Blake, 
Mr.  Callan,  Earl  of  Dalkeith,  Sir  George 
Elliot,  Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  llardcastle,  Mr. 
Isaac,  Mr.  James,  Mr.  Macdonald,  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Mills,  Mr.  Mundella,  Mr.  Otway,  Mr. 
Ridley,  Mr.  Ripley,  Sir  Charles  Russell  and 
Mr.  Shell 

Report  of  Select  Committee  (P.  P.  No.  112) 

Return  of  Membert  of  the  Civil  Service  En- 
gaged  in  Tra^iing^  Question,  Mr.  Blake ; 
Answer,  Mr.  Assheton  Cross  Mar  5,  [251] 
489 

Copyright f  Law  of—  Legislation 
Question,  Mr.  llanbury  Tracy  ;  Answer,  Lord 
John  Manners  Feb  10.  [250]  382 

Cork  and  Obbeby,  Earl  of 

Railway  Charges  Abroad,  Motion  for  a  Return, 
[250] 606,  607 

CoRBT,  Mr.  J.  P.,  Belfast 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  71 
Volunteer  Corps  (Ireland),  2R.  [251]  120,  121 

Cotton,  Mr.  Alderman  W.  J.  R.,  London 
Army  —  Auxiliary  Forcc«  —  Easter    Monday 

Volunteer  llofiew,  [251]  GOO 
Commerce  and  Free  'Iraue,  Motion  for  a  Select 

Coniiiiiltee,  [250]  6'iU 
County  Courts,  2K.  [250]  1393 

[com. 


Cotton,  Mr.  Alderman  W.  J.  R.— oonf. 

Gaslight  and  Coke,  Oommeroial  Gat,  and  South 
Metropolitan  Gaslight  and  Coke  Companies, 
2R.  [250]  783 

Leases,  2R.  Amendt.  [250]  892 

Metropolis  Waterworks  Purchase,  [2ti]  687 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  2R.  [250]  556 

County  Courts  Bill  {Mr,  Norwood,  Mr, 

Rowley  Sill,   Mr.    Watkin    Williams,   Sir 

Eardley  Wilmot) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  l*  •  fV6  6  [BUI  6] 

Moved,    <«That    the    Bill    be  now  read  2o" 

Feb  25,  [250]  1386 
Amendt.  to  leave  out  *'  now,"  and  add  **  upon 
.  this  day  six  months"  (^Mr.  Wheelhouse); 
Question  proposed,  "  That  '  now,'  So. ; " 
after  debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2* 
Bill  withdrawn*  Mar  11 

County  Infirmaries  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Jfr.  Meldon,  Mr,   Dease,  Mr,   BrrinyUm,  Mr. 
John  Oeorge  MaeCarthy) 

e.  Ordered;  read  I'*  •  Feb  6  [Bill  56] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

OouKTNEY,  Mr.  L.  H.,  Liskeard 

Africa,  South — Papers,  [250]  517 

Licensing  I^ws  Amendment,  Leave,  [250]  877 

Malta,  Despatch  of  Indian  Troops  to— Return 

of  Costs,  [251]  916 
Metropolis    Waterworks     Purchase,     Leave, 

[251]  231,  284 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate),  Res.  [250]  1629,  1639,  1672,  1682, 
1693,  1707 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2),  2R.  [251]  865 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Lords  Amendts. 

Consid.  [25i]891,  896 
Supply — Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  Re-payment 
to, [251]  408 
Colonial  Local  Revenue,  Ac.  [251]  408,  404 
National  School  Teachers  Superannuation 

Office.  Dublin,  [251]  383 
War  in  South  Africa  (Vote  of  Credit),  [251] 
761,766,815 
Ways  and  Means — Financial  Statement,  Comm. 
[251]  839 

CowEN,  Mr.  J.,  NewcastU-on-Tyns 

Parliament  —  Duration  of  Parliament,  Res. 
[250]  1322 

CowPER,  Earl 

Gallery  of  Casts  from  the  Antique,  Motion  for 
Papers,  [250]  1541 

Ckanbrook,  Viscount  (Secretary  of  State 

for  India) 

Army  (India),  [251]  1218 

Capital  Punishment — Prisons  Act,  1868 — Exe- 
cutions in  Cliectbam  and  Kirkdale  Gaols,  Res. 
[25»]«78 

Eastern  Question,  Motion  for  an  Address,  [251] 
1002 
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Crinbrook,  Visconnt — eont, 

India — Miscellaneoas  QueRtions 

AfghanisiAD,  Affairs  of,  [251]  1264,  1308 
Afghan  War — Alleged  Cruelties  at  Cabul 
— Explanation  of  General  Roberts,  [250] 
570 
Factory  Legislation,  [351]  1216 
India — Afghanistan — Policy    of   the    Govern- 
ment, Address  for  Papers,  [250]  1048,  1040, 
1050, 1059 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  56,  50 
Parliamentarjr  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2),  2h.  [251]  1215;  3R.  1235 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Report,  [351]  421 

Criminal  Code  Bill      {^r.  Attorney  Oeneral, 
Mr.  Solicitor  General^  Mr,  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland^) 

e.  Motion  for  Leave  (Mr.  Attorney  General)  Feb  6, 

[250]  244  ;  Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  ordered  ; 

read  !»<»  [Bill  2] 

Read  2<^,  and  committed  to  a  Select  Committee, 

after  short  debate  Feb  28, 1286 
Letter  of  the   Lord   Chief  Juttice,  Question, 

Mr.  Dodson  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  Gene- 

ralMar  15,  [251]  1014 

Criminal  Code  (No.  2)  Bill      {Mr.  WheeU 

hotue,  Mr.  Serjeant  Spinke,  Captain  Pirn) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  !«•  Feb  6  [BUI  47] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

OannNAL  Law 

MiSOKLLAinEOUS    QuiSTIONS 

Case  of  Edward  Jones,  Question,  Mr.  Osborne 
Morgan ;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton  Cross 
Ffb  10,  [150]  010;— Caw  o/3fartin  Leonard, 
Question,  Mr.  Edge  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton 
Cross  Mar  5.  [351]  420 

Channel  Islands  —  Case  of  James  Thomas, 
Question,  Mr.  Pease :  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton 
Cross  Ftf6  16,  [350]  684 

Criminal  Late — Capital  Punishment — The 
Prisons  Act,  1868 — Exeeutions  in 
Cheetham  and  Kirkdale  Gaols 

Admission  of  Repurters  at  Executions,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Ilibbert ;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton 
Cross  Feb  10.  [250]  019 

Question,  Mr.  Pease  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton 
Cross  Feb  23,  [350]  U87  ;  Question.  Mr. 
Ilibbert ;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton  CroM  Mar  5, 
[351]  431 

Moved  for,  Copy  of  the  presentment  of  the  jury 
enipnnelled  to  sit  on  the  body  of  William  Cas- 
sidy,  executed  in  Cheetham  Prison,  with  re- 
spect to  the  admission  of  reporters  to  the 
prison  (The  Lord  Houghton)  Feb  24,  [350] 
1277  ;  Motion  agreed  to 

ObserTations.  Lord  Houghton,  Earl  Beaoohamp 
Jfar2.  [251]  127 

Moved,  '''Ihat  this  House  do  now  adjourn" 
(Mr.  John  Bright)  \  after  short  debate.  Mo- 
tion withdrawn 

Moved  to  leKitlve,  *'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  liou^e  that  it  is  advisable  that  other 
than   oflicial  ]>cr5on8  should  be  present  at 

[eont. 


Criminal  Law  —  Capital  Pumehmeni  —  The 
Prisons  Act,  ISS6-^ ExeeuOane  in  Cheetham a»d 
Kirkdale  Gaols— ^oni, 

intramural  exeoutlons"  ( The  Lord  Hmtghlon) 
Mar  9,  671 :  after  short  debate,  Motioo  pot. 
and  reaolYed  in  the  negatired 

Oboss,  Bight  Hon.  B.  A.  (Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Depart* 
ment),  Lancashire ,  8.  W. 

Arms,  Carrying  of — KevoWera,  [150]  370 
Boiler  Eipiosion,  Garogad   liouworka,  Glai- 

gow,  [35i]557 
CapiUl    Punishment  — Priaona    Aef,    1868— 

Executions  in  Kirkdale  Gaol,  [351]  431.  4S5 
Census  (Scotland).  [351]  657 
Channel    Islands — Jeriey — Payment  of  the 

Judge,  [350]  1572 
Churoh  of  England — Sale  of  LiTiDfa-^RojAl 

Commission,  [350]  088 
City  of  London — Gratuities  to  Ofllcen  of  lbs 

Corporation,  [350]  1104 
C^l  Mines — Leyoett  Colliery  Esploaioo,[a5o] 

1101 

Criminal  Law — Miseellaneoua  Qoeationa 

Channel   Inlands — Caae  of  Jamet  Thomas, 

[250]  «»* 
Edward  Jones,  Case  of,  [350]  91 1 

Execution  at  Manehester,  [350]  1188 

Executions,  Admisaion   or    Heporten  at, 

[350]  010 
Ireland — Retom  of  Criminal  Caaee  at  As. 

trim  Assiiee  and  Sewions,  [151]  1006 
Martin  Leonard,  Case  of.  [351]  480 

Game  Laws,  [350]  166/1 
Imprisonment  tor  l>ebi,  [150]  1100 
Intoxicating  Liqoors  (Lioenoea),  IU«.[35i]  ^1^ 
Law  and  Police — Instmetlon  of  tlie  PoUea  ia 

Ambulance  Drill,  [350]  1678 
London  Water  Companice^lietropoUa  Talaa- 

tion  Act,  1860,  [351]  811 
Lord  Clerk  Register  (Scotland)  Act,  I860,[s5i] 

1008 
Merchant    Shipping    Aoi — Impriaonmwt  af 

Sailors,  [351]  308 
Merchant  Shipe»«*  LoniM  Fleteher  "  of  Uffr- 

pool  (UnBeawortbinese),[35o]  1671 
Metropolis  Waterworks  rnrobaae.  Leave,  [351] 

823,  334,  888,  687,  688,  660,  1U04 
Metropolitan   Folico— 'Pay  and  Oifantntiw, 
[350]  013 
Pensions,  [351]  683 
Mines  Act,   187'^ — Employment  of  Bays  ia 

Mines,  [350]  1101 
Mining  Accidents  CommiasioD,  [150]  1806 
Municipal  Corporationat  Unretwrmed— Rcpart 

of  Royal  Commission,  [350]  508 

Parliament — Dissolution  of,  Kiplanathm,  [351] 
561 
Queen's   Speech,  Addreta   In    Anawtr  Cs, 
[350]  123,  43«i,4l6 
Parliament' Business  of  the  llonso  (Order  it 

Debate),  Ros.  [350]  1666,  1701 
Parliament — Privilege  of  Parliament — Ibmi* 
nity  from  Arreat,  Kca.  [150]  1314 

Parliamentary  and  Municipal  Regiatntian  Art, 

1878,  [350]  1440 
Parochial  Chariiif«— City  of  London    Report 


ot  Koyal  Commission,  [250]  608 


Poor  Law  (Scotland),  [150]  810 
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C»OM,  Rifht  Hoo.  R.  A.— «0nf. 

Relief  of  DUtrett  (IreUnd),  Comm.  el.  3,  [250] 
768 

Return  of  Memberi  of  the  Civil  SerTioe  En- 
gaged in  Trading,  [351]  439 

SaloBon  Fitheriet—Soiway  Fisheries,  [250]  1297 

Seed  Potatoes  (Ireland),  Consid.  el,  tf,  Amendt. 
[J50]  8d3 

^vanmxTf  Jurisdiction  Act — Non-Pajment  of 
Rates,  [351]  560 

Sunday  Question — Brighton  Aquarium,  [*S^] 
299 

Supply-. Prisons,  England,  [351]  356,  358 
Treasonr,  [250]  1260 

Supreme    Court    of  JudicattM'e    Acts  —  The 
Assiies,  [350]  809 

Tower  High  Level  Bridge  (Metropolis)  Com- 
mittee—Mr. Grissell.  [351]  19i 

Water  Supply  (Metropolis;,  [350]  1184, 1185 

CriMltj  to  Animals  Bill      {Mr.  Holt,  Mr. 

•AthUy,  Mr.  M^nhoitk,  Sir  JBardley  Wilmot, 

Mr.  Chmrlii  Wilton) 

#.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Feb  25  [Bill  88] 

BiU  witlidrawn  •  Mar  16 

CuiUm  Mouse  Re-organitation — The  Sta- 

iieiieal  Department 
Qnettioo,  Mr.    Pease  2    Answer,    Sir    llenrj 
Selwin-lbbetson  Feb  19,  [350]  911 

Cuftoms  and  Inland  Revenne  Bill 

{Mr.  Saikes,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibbeteon) 

€.  Ordered  ;  read  !••  Mar  12  [Bill  HI] 

Read  2***  Mar  15 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Mar  16        [Bill  lU] 

Considered  Mar  17,  [351]  1191 

Read  3**,  after  short  debate  Mar  18,  1212 
I  RMd  1»  •  {Earl  0/ Beacont/ield)  Mar  18 

Read  2**;  Committee  ncgatiTed  Mar  19 

Read  8*  *  Mar  22 

R9jal  A«aent  Mar  24  [43  Vict.  c.  14] 

CuiUmu  Civil  Service  Writere 
Question,  Mr.   Finigan  ;    Answer,  The  Cban- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer  Feb  16,  [350]  684 

CuHowii  Re-organitation — Out-Port  Cus- 
toms Clerical  Staff 
Qveetion,  Mr.  Frj  ;  Answer,  Sir  llenrj  Selwin- 
lbbetson   Feb  20,   [350]    1102;    Questions, 
Mr.    Norwood,   Mr.   Grant;    Answers,  Sir 
Henrj  Selwin-lbbetson  Mar  11,  [351]  810 
electors  at  Outports,  Question,   Mr.    J.  R. 
Torlbe  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer ifar  11,  [351]  797;  Question,  Mr. 
Sullivan  ;  Answer,  bir  llenrj  Selwin-lbbet- 
ioo  Mar  19,  1219 

Cyprus 

Lamaea,  Question,  Sir  Julian  GoldsmiJ  ;  An- 
swer. Mr.  Bourke  Mar  9,  [251]  682 

The  Ordinance  Superteding  the  Ejctra-territo- 
rial  Jurisdiction  of  Fur-ign  Consuls,  Ques- 
tion, Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke  ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Bourke  Feb  13,  [250]  688 

VOL.  CCLI.      [xirTRD  series.]  [cant. 


CyjTTttf— oont. 

The  Ordinances,  Question,    Sir   Charlet  W. 

Dilke ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bourke  Feb  16,  [a|o] 

677 
Turkish  Newspapers,  Question,  Mr.  II.  Sampel* 

son  ;    Answer,  Mr.  Bourke  Feb  8A,  [^50] 

1300 

Dalbyhfle,  Mr.  0.,  Buteshire 

India-Naga  Hill  Tribes.  [350]  681 

Davenpokt,  Mr.  W.  Bbomley-,  Warwick^ 
shire,  N. 
Game  Laws,  Res.  [351]  213 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  AddroM  in  An- 
swer to,  Motion  for  Adjoommeot,  [S50]  S71 

Davies,  Mr.  D.,   Cardigan 

Game  Laws,  Kes.  [351]  211 

Parliamentary   Eleoiions  and   Corrupt  Prao- 

Uces  (No.  2),  2R.  [351]  862 
Railway  Servants  (Compeoaatiop  for  Ii^jor/), 

Res.  [351]  739 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  el.  8,  \t$o\ 

968 
Supply — Constabnlarj  Force  in  IreUod,  [351] 
369 
Criminal  Prosecutions — Sberifb'  Bxpeosea, 

4c.  [351]  349 
Diplomatio  Serrioei,  [351]  899 

Debt,  Imprisonment  for^^Lsgislation 
Question,  Mr.  Anderson  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Affbe- 
ton  Cross  Feb  23,  [350]  1 190 

De  La  Ware,  Earl 

Ancient  Monuments,  2(1.  [351]  784 

Conl  Mines— Leycett  Colliery  Explosion,  Motion 

for  an  Address,  [350]  683,  164d 
Employers  Liability,  2U.  [350]  487 
Highways  snd  Locomotives  (Amendment)  Act, 

1878,  Motion  for  an  Address,  [351]  902 
Railway  Brakes,  [350]  901 
Workmen'0  Compensation,  i  R.  [150]  ST6 

Dekisok,  Mr.   0.  Bbokbtt-,  Yorkshire, 
TF.R.,  E.  Div, 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Addreee  In  An- 
swer to,  [350]  372 
Tower  High  Level  Bridge  (Metropelis)  Com- 
mittee—Mr. Grissell,  [951]  26,  Iff 

Denison,  Mr.  W.  Beckett-,  East  Ret* 

ford 
Post  OfiBce  (Money  Orders),  [3$l]  24 

Denmak,  Lord 

Army  (India),  Motion  for  Adjournment,  [151] 
1217 

Beer  Dealers*  Retail  Licences,  2R.  [951]  791, 
793 ;  Comm.  907 

Capital  Punishment — Prisons  Aot,  1668— Exe- 
cutions in  Cheetham  and  Kirkdale  Gaols,  Res. 
[351]  670 

Companies  Acts  Amendment,  2U.  [350]  1276  ; 
Comm.  Amendt.  [351]  781 

Eastern  Question,  Moiion  for  an  Address,  [351] 
987 
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DmHUkV,  Lord — eont. 

Facilities  for  Interments,  3R.  Bill  withdrftwn, 
[251]  1078 

Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  2R.  [251]  960; 
Report,  1171;  3R.  1201 

India — Afghanistan — Policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Address  for  Papers,  [350]  1074 

Ireland,  Distress  in,  [250]  506 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrapt  Prac- 
tices (No.  2),  2R.  [251]  1216  ;  SR.  Am«ndt. 
123d,  1235,  1236 

Settled  Land,  2R.  [251]  285 

Dickson,  Mr.  T.  A.,  Dungannon 

Borough  Franchise  (Ireland),  Res.  [250]  852 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  305 
Ulster  Tenant  Right,  2R.  [251]  247,  206 

DiGBY,  Mr.  K.  T.,   Queen^s  Co, 

Borough  Franchise  (Ireland),  Res.  [250]  845 

DiLKE,  Sir  0.  W.,  Chelsea,  Sfe. 

Army — Newspaper  Correspondents  in  the  Field, 

[250]  265,  266,  791,  1568 
British   Museum — Sale    of   Duplicates,  [251] 

1009 
Cyprus — The  Ordinance  Superseding  the  Extra- 
territorial Jurisdiction  of  Foreign  Consuls, 
[250]  588,  677 
Education  Department — Mr.  Ilullah's  Report, 

[250]  269 
Egypt — Finance,  [250]  795 
India — Afghanistan — Miscellaneous  Questions 
Alleged  Sererities  at  Cabul — Explanation 

of  General  Roberts,  [250]  593 
Cabul,  Executions  at,  [250]  907.  1436 ; — 

General  Roberts*,  Report,  [251]  1008 
Negotiations  between  Russia  and  the  Ameer, 

[250]  147 
Proclamation  of    General    Roberts,  [250] 
683,  G84 
Metropolis  Waterworks  Purchase,  Leave,  [251] 

234.  238,  687 
Municipal  Corporations,   Unreformcd — Report 

of  Royal  Commission,  [250]  507 
Parliament — Miscellaneous  Questions 

Dissolution    of   Parliament,    Explanation, 

Easter  Receu,  [2^1]  440 
Public  Business,  [251:293 
Queen's    Speech.    Address   in  Answer  to, 
[250]  114.  129 
Parliament ~  Privilege — Interference  of  Peers 
in  Elections — lion.  M.ijor  Jooelrn,  Res.[2i;o" 
leoi  '  *  ' 

Parliamontarr  Elections  and  Corrupt  Prac- 
tices. [251 J  411 

Parliamvntarr  K.lections  and  Corrupt  Prae- 
licos  ..No.  *J».  l.oaTo.  ^sfi]  ?7S 

Pot^r  Iaw — Liability  to  Toor  Rates — Overseers 
of  St.  Wcrburch  v.  Hutohin»on. '3ci~  -125, 
1174 

South  Wo*:,-rv.  ^ot  London ^  District  Tos:  OtBce. 

Sup:  .V  — Oo.-  r.  .■«.  I  tX'Ai  Rovfnuo.ifco.   25i''405 
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DnxwTN,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Swansea 

CiYil  Serrice  Estimates,  [251]  153 

County  Courts,  2R.[25o]  1406 

Epping  Forest  (No.  2),  2R.,  Bill  withdnwc. 

[251]  1196 
Irish  Church  Act  (1869)  Amendment,  Leave. 

[as  0  276 
Parliament — Miscellaneoat  Questions 

Business  of  the  House,  [250]  592;  [set" 

29,  1017 
Dissolution    of    Parliament,   Explanatioo. 

[151]  562  ;— PriTEte  BUlf,  691 
Form  and    Precedent — Summons   to   tb« 

House  of  Peers,  [251]  1223 
Queen's  Speech,  Addresa  in  Aniwer   to. 

[250]  124 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  ia 

Debate),  Res.  [250]  1487;  Amendt.  1706 
Parliamentary  EleotioDS  and  Corrupt  Practieet 
(No.  2),  Comm.  f/.  2,  [251]  1123;  Amendt. 
1134,   1135,   1140,   1167;     Consid.    11^3; 
add,  cMl90 
Patents  for  Inyentions,  2R.  [251]  747 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  [250]  5S9 
Strensall  Common,  2R.  [250]  13d2,  13?3 
Supply — Charity  CommiMion  for  England  icd 
Wales,  [250]  1268 
CiTil  Serrioe  and  Refenue  Departmeoti, 

[asO  «W 
Ciril  Service  CommiMion,  [250]  1271 
New  Courts  of  Joatiee  and  Ofllccs,  [150*! 

1254, 1255 
Prisons.  England,  [251]  358 
Public  Works  in  Ireland.  [150]  1259 
War  in  South  Africa  (Vote  of  Credit).  [251] 

767 
Turkey— Haflx  Paaha,  [250]  680 


DoDDs,  Mr.  T.,  Stockton 
Blind  and  Deaf-Mote  Children,  Comm.  Tsci] 

409,410 
Irish  National  Sohool  Teaehen,[a5i]  439 
Probates  of  WUls,  Ac.  [SUmp  Dnties],  Coam. 

[as  0*31 
Supply  —  National  School    Te«ehert    Soper* 

annoation    OiBce,    Dnblin,    [251]  9S4 ; 

Amendt.  386, 387. 889 

Temporary  ComBiiniooa,[a5i]  407 

DoDsoN,  Kight  Hon.  J.  O.,  ChMter 
Criminal  Code  —  Letter  of  tlie    Lord  Chisf 

Justice,  [351]  1014 
Malta,  Deapateh  of  Indian  Troops  to— Betin 

of  Coats,  [251]  808 
Parliament — ^Bnsineas  of  the  Hovae  (Order  is 

Itebate).  Km.  [350]  1683 
Parliament — Orders    of    tbo    Dny— Standlaf 

Order  of  Supply  and  Wnjt  and  Means,  Rci 

[350:  1570 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Compt  PracticM 

<No.  2).  Leave,  [351]  779;   Comm.  el.  S. 

1161.  1162 
Post  Office  I  Money  Orders),  [351]  25 
ProSatei  of  Wills,  Ac.  2R.  [351]  1087 
Sufp'.j- — Law  Charge*,  [251]  845 

rri#o:i*.  Ere-'ind,  [251]  8<54,  356 
uvrr   liijcb  LeTel  bridge  (Metropolis)  Cob- 

Ti.iitcc — Mr.  <jri*M-il.[25i]  150 
W  .«!.■«;■:  Means — Financial ^tatencBt, COBB< 

:5 1 '  «?;>:.  *,13 
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DoKoiTOHicoBB,  Earl  of 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  [S50]  904 

D0SOHS8TEB,  Lord 

Arm/ (IndU),  [151]  1217 
Armj — Short  Serrioe  S/stem — Report  of  De- 
partmental Committee,  [251]  906 

Drainage  and  Improyement  of  Lands 
(Iraland)  Provisional  Order  Bill 

(Sir  Htnry  Selwin^Ibhetton^  Mr,  Jame*  Lowther) 

#.  Ordered  ;  read  !•  •  Feb  26  [Bill  91] 

Readi^'^ifarlO 
Committed 

Dotf,  Mr.  M.  E.  G.,  Elgin,  ^0. 

Roteia  and  Western  Asia — Lieutenant  Colonel 

Maogregor,  [250]  908,  910 
Seotob   Fishery   Commission  —  Loans,    [sei] 

802 

DuPF,  Mr.  R.  W.,  Banffshire 

Hjpotheo  Abolition  (Sootland),  2R.  [250]  1424 
Ma^j  JBstimatet— Sea  and   Coast  Guard  Ser- 
Tioes,  [25i]648 

DumcoRE,  Earl  of 

Eastern  Question,  Motion  for  an  Address,  [251] 
990 

I>uirBAyEK,  Earl  of 

India — Afghanistan,  Aflkirs  of,  [251]  1255 

Ireland,  Distress  in,  [250]  498 

Ireland,  Sute  of.  Motion  for  Returns,  [250] 

1545, 1564 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  2R.  [251]  16 

DuKSANT,  Lord 

Ireland,  Distress  in,  [250]  495 
Ireland,  State  of.  Motion  for  Returns,  [350] 
1564 


Sir  W.    H.   (Secretary    to  the 
Treasury),  Kent,  Mid 
Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk,  Nomination  of 
Seleot  Committee,  [251]  539 

last  India  Loan  (East  Indian  Railway 

Debentures)  Bill  (Mr.  Edward  stanhope 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 

e.  Resolution  in  Committee  Mar  1 

Reeolution  reported,  and  agreed  to  ;  Bill  or- 
dered :  read  1«<»  Mar  2  [Bill  99] 

Read  2«  •  Mar  8 

Committee*  ;  Report  Mar  10 

Read3**if<zr  11 
/.  Read  \^*{V\acimnil  Cranbrock)  Mar  12 

Read  2* 'ifar  13  (No.  36) 

Committee*;  Report  i/ar  15 

Read  3*  •ifar  16 

Rojal  Assent  Mar  19  [43  VicU  c.  10] 

Eatox,  Mr.  H.  W.,  Coveniry 

Commerce  and  Free  Trade,  Motion  for  a  Seleot 
Committee,  [250]  Oil  I 


Ecclesiastical  IHlapidations  Act  (1871) 
Amendment  Bill 

{Mr.  Stanley  Leighton^  Mr.  WhitweU,  Mr, 
Ooldney,  Mr,  Hardeattle) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  l*"*  Feb  6  [BUI  35] 

2R.  [Dropped] 


Edge,  Mr.  S.  B.,  NewcMtU-uf^d&r'Lyne 

Ballot  Act,  [250]  267 

Criminal  Law — Case  of  Blartin  Leonard,  [J51] 
429 


Edmonstoke,   Admiral   Sir   W.,   Stir* 

lingehire 
Intoxicating  Liquors  (Lioenoet),  Ret.  [251]  450 


Education 

Central  College  of  Teehnical  Edueaiion,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  W.  U.  James ;  Answer,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  Mar^,  [251]  428 

Endowed  SehooU —  TunJbridge  Ortunmar  Sehod, 
Question,  Mr.  Thomson  Hankey  ;  Answer, 
Lord  George  Ilamilton  M<tr  8,  [251]  551 

JTalet  —  Legiilation,  Question,  Mr.  lloisey 
Vivian;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer Mar  1,  [251]  23 


Education  Department 

Educational  Retume,  Question,  Sir  Ughtred 

Kay-Shuttleworth ;    Answer,   Lord    George 

Hamilton  Feb  19,  [250]  915 
Musical  Education  —  Mr,    HuUah's    Report, 

Question,  Sir  Charles  W.   Dilke  ;   Answer, 

Lord  George  Hamilton  Feb  9,  [250]  269 
School   Board   Eleetione,    Question,    Mr.    A. 

Mills;     Answer,     Lord    George    Hamilton 

Mar  1,  [251!  24 
The  New  Educational  Code,   Question,   Mr. 

W.    £.    Forster ;     Answer,    Lord    George 

Hamilton  Mar  18,  [251]  1206 


Pari.  Papers — 

Expenditure,  1879 .     .     . 
Expenditure  (Scotland) 
New  Code,  1880     .     . 
New  Code  (Scotland) 


2510] 
25111 
;25i2] 

,  25131 

Minutes [2524] 

[See  title  School  Board  Elections'] 

Education  Department  {Ireland) — Salarioi 

of  Inspectors  of  Elementary  Eduea- 

tion 
Question,  Major  Nolnn  ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Low- 
ther Jfar  12,  [251]  908 

Egerton,  Hon.  A.  F.  (Secretary  to  the 
Board  of   Admiralty),    Lancashire, 

S.E, 
Merchant  Shipping  Acts— Grain  Cargoes,  [251] 

555 
N11T7— Breech- leading  Guns,  The  New,  [251] 
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Egypt 

Egyptian  Affairs^  Qaestion,  Mr.  W.  Cartwright ; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
F(j*  26,  [250]  1439 

Finance — International  Commisiion  o/Liquida- 
iion.  Question,  Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke ;  An- 
swer, The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
Feb  17.  [250]  796 


(GENERAL    INDEX)        EMP        EWI 
»5o— 251, 

Employers'  Liability  (Railway  Sem&ti) 

Bill         {Mr.   SuliitmH,  Mr.   Bra4$ey,  Mr, 

Morleyt  Mr.  Baa) 
e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Feb  6  [Bill  57" 

2R.  Wed.  May  5 


Elcho,  Lord,  Haddingtonshire 

Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  2R.  [250]  1416 
Sea   Fisheries  Commission — Trawl  or   Beam 
Fishing,  [250]  1295 

Elective  Connty  Boards  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Major  Nolan,  Mr.  Fag^  Mr.  O'Clery^  Mr. 
0' Sullivan) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  !••  fV6  9  [Bill  64] 

2R.  Wed.  April  7 

Ellenboroxtgh,  Lord 

Army — Purohaae  Officers'  Widows,  [250]  671 

Elliot,  Mr.  G.  W-,  NorthalUrton 

Law  and  Police — Instruction  of  the  Police  in 
Ambulance  Drill,  [250J  1672 

Emly,  Lord 

Ireland,  Distress  in,  [250]  487, 603 

Belief  of   Distress  (Ireland),   2R.  [251]  20  ; 

Comm.  el.  3,  Amendt.  291 ;  cl.  11,  Amendt. 

296  ;  Report,  414,  418 

Employers  and  Workmen  Act  (1875) 
(Extension  to  Seamen)  Bill 

(Mr.  Burty   Mr.   Joseph   Cowen,  Mr.  Mundellat 
Mr.  Oourleyy  Mr.  Oortt) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  l**  Feb  6  [Bill  29] 

2R.  Wed.  June  80 

Employers  Liability  Bill  [h.l.] 

{The  Lord  Chancellor) 

I.  Presented  ;  read  1%  afler  short  debate  Feb  9, 
[ISO]  260  (No.  4) 

Read  2%  and  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
after  short  debate  Feb  12,  486 

And,  on  Feb  26,  the  Lords  following  were 
named  of  the  Committee  : — Ld.  Chancellor, 
Ld.  President,  D.  Somerset,  M.  Ripon,  Ld. 
Steward,  K.  Derby,  E.  SImftesbury,  E.  De 
La  Warr,  E.  Powi»,  E.  Morley.  V.  Cran- 
brook,  L.  Zouche  of  Uaryngworib,  L.  Col- 
Tillc  of  Culross,  L.  Helper,  L.  Houghton, 
L.  Pentanoe  L.  Selborne,  L.  Blackburn,  and 
L.  Norton 

Employers'  Liability  for  Iiyuries  to  Ser- 

vants  Bill     {Mr.  Mardonafd,  Dr.  Cameron y 
Mr.  liurt,  Mr.  Mthion^  Mr.  Earp) 

e.  Ordered  ;  rond  V  Feb  6  [Bill  22] 

2K.  Wed   .4;>ri7  2l 


Entail  and  Settlement  Bill 

{Mr.  Shaw  J^fevre,  Mr.   Oebome  Morymm,  Mr. 

TFentworih  BeMumcnt^  Mr.  Chamberlain.  Mr. 

Henehell) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  !»•  Feb  6  [Bill  40] 

2R.  Wed.  Ifay  6 


Epping  Forest  Act  (1878) 

Bill  (^i>  Senrg  Selwin^Ibbete^,  Mr. 

Gerard  Noel) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1«*  Feb  18  [Bill  73] 

2  R.  discharged  •/>&  18 
Bill  withdrawn*  Ifarl 


Epping  Forest  (Ho.  8)  Bill 

{Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibbet^on,  Mr.  Gerard  Ami') 

e.  Ordered  ;  i«ad  1<»  •  Mar  1  [Bill  9t] 

MoTed,  **  That  the  BiU  be  now  read  2*  "  Jfor  17, 

[251]  1196 
Amendt.  to  leave  oat  "  now/'  and  add  "apes 
this  day  month  "  {Mr.  Baring) ;  Qaettic-s 
proposed,  *'  That  *now  '  Ae.; "  'Amendt.  aad 
Motion  withdrawn  ;  BiU  withdrawn 


Ebbinoton,  Mr.  O.,  Zongfifrd  Co, 

Army  Barracks,  [250]  677 

India — Emigration  of  Cooliet  to  La  BHnioa, 

[250]  678 
Irish   Church  Act   (1869)   Amondment,  IB. 

[251]  759 
Law  aud  Jostice—The  Colonial  Bar,  [251]  550 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Addreis  in  As- 

swer  to,  [250I4OI,  404 
Parliamentary  Eleetiona  and   Coimpt  Pno- 

tices,  (No.  2)  Comm.  el.  2.  [151]  U8S 
Ireland — Misoellaneoas  Qoettione 

Prisons  Aot  -r-  Infirmarj  and  Gaol  Sv- 

geons,  [250]  1193 
Relief  of  DUtress,  [251]  85  >-Sced  Poca- 
toes,  804 ;— ApplleatioBa  for  Loan*— Tht 
Retomt,  [251]  1175, 1804 
Relief  of  DiatroM  (Ireland),  Coma.  el.  9,  [150] 

966 
Supply— National  Ednoation  in  Irelaad.  [251] 
877  879 
Public  Worka  OiBoe,  Ireland,  Csji]8S$ 


Evans,  Mr.  T.  W.,  JhrbgMr^,  8. 

Parliament— Basinesa  of  the  HMim(0rd«i2 

Debate),  Res.  [250]  1701 
Tower  High  Level  Bridge  (MeAropelia)  Om- 

mitt4^e— Mr.  Grissell,  [S51]  157 

EwiKO,  Mr.  A.  Orb-,  DumhartmuMrt 
Hypothec  Abolition  (SeotUnd),  8R.[«p]  H14 


EXC 


PID        {SESSION     1880) 

150—351. 


FIN 


FOB 


Exchequer  Bills  and  Bonds  Bill 

(Mr,   Raiketj    Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Etehequer, 

Sir  Henri/  Selwin-IbbeUon) 

e,  RMoIotions  in  Committee  Mar  15 

ReMlations    reported,   nnd    ag^reed   to ;    Bill 
ordered,  apon  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth 
Resolutions  ;  read  1°  *  Mar  16  [Bill  116] 
Read  2*' •.War  1 7 
Committee  *  ;  Report  Mar  18 
Read  30*  Mar  \d 
L  Read  \*^{The  Earl  of  Beaeontfield)  Mar  10 
Read   2*  *  ;    Committee    negatived ;    read    3* 

Mar  22 
Royal  Assent  Mar  24  [43  Viet.  0.  16] 

EXOHEQXTEB,    CHANCELLOR     of     the     {see 

Chanoellob  of  the  Exchequer) 
Exdsable  Liquors  Traffic  (Scotland)  Bill 

{Dr.   Cameron^  Lord  Colin  Campbell^  Mr.    Dal' 

rympUy  Mr.  Jamee  Stewart,  Mr.  Orr  Ewing, 

Mr,  Orantf  Mr.  Teaman) 

c.  Considered  in  Committee ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported  ;  Bill  ordered  ;  read  \**  * 
Feb  6  [Bill  49] 

Rcad2«*F<fA25 

Committee  [Dropped] 

Facilities  for  Interment  Bill  [h.l.] 

( The  Lord  Dentnan) 

L  Presented  ;  read  1»  •  Mar  13  (No.  45) 

Bill  withdrawn,  af^er  short  debate  Mar  1 6,  [25 1  ] 
1078 

Fawcett,  Mr.  H.,  HacJiney 

Army — Auziliarj     Forces — Easter    Monday 
Volunteer   Reriew — The    General    EliTtlion, 

[asO10»0 
India — Afghanistan — Expenses    of    the    War, 

Amendt.  [250]  453,   477;  [251]  694;  Res. 

922,  946,  949 
Malta,  Despitch  of  Indian  Troops  to^Roturn 

of  Costs,  [251]  918 
Metropolis  (Water  Supply),  [251]  27 
Metropolis  Waterworks  Purchase,  Leave,  [251] 

235 
Parliament — Public  Business,  [250]  335 

Queen's   Speech,   Address    in    Answer  to, 
[250]  123,  125 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 

Debate),  Res.  [250]  1527 
Parliamentary    Elections  and   Corrupt   Prac- 
tices (No.  2),  Consid.  [251]  1179 
Post    Office  —  Investments  —  Savings    Banks, 

[2501682 
Water  Supply  of  London,  [250]  519,  1 184 
Ways  and  Means,  Financial  Statement,  Comm. 

[250837 

Fay,  Mr.  C.  J.,   Cavan  Co. 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  iu  An- 
swer to,  [250]  184 

Fiduciary  AgenU,  Frauds  by — Legislation 
Question,  Mr.   Burt;   Answer,    The  Attorney 
General  Feb  26,  [250]  1438 


FiNiGAN,  Mr.  L.,  Ennis 

Board  of  Works  (Ireland) — Clare  Castle  Ilar- 

bour  and  Pier,  [250]  918 
Customs  Civil  Service  Writers,  [250]  684 
Mercantile   Marine  —  "Louisa   Fletcher"    of 

Liverpool  (Unseaworthiness),  [251]  800 
Parliament — Miscellaneous  Questions 
Privilege—Mr,  Plimsoll,  [250]  1148 
Queen's   Speech,   Address    in   Answer  to, 

[250]  437 
Viscount  Castlereagh,   Personal    Explana^ 
tion,  [251]  39 
Parliament— Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate),  Res.  [250]  1489,  1627,  1623,  1644, 
1685  ;  Amendt/l688,  1693,  1705 
Parliamentary   Elections  and   Corrupt    Prac- 
tices (No.  2),  2R.  [250  869 
250]  Reliefof  Distress  (Ireland),  531 ;  Comm.  716  ; 
.     cl.  3,  731  ;  Motion  for  reporting   Progress, 
.      762,  769,  771.  933  ,  cl  4,  989  ;  cl.  5,  993  ; 
.      cl.  9,  Amendt.  998,  1002,  1004 
251]  Lords  Amendts.  Consid.  889 

FiTZMAURicE,  Lord  E.  G.,  Cdlne 

Irish  Churoh  Act  (1869;  Amendment,  Leare, 

[251]  277 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate),   Res.  [250]  1678,  1701  ;  Amendt. 
1703 
Supply — Criminal  Prosecations — Sheriffs'  Ex- 
penses, d^c.  [251]  347 

FoRSTER,  Right  Hon.  W.  E.,  Bradford 

Ballot  Act — Cases  of  Scrutiny,  [251]  28 

Canada,  Dominion  of — The  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway,  [251]  1205 

Educational  Code,  The  New,  [251]  1206 

India — Afghanistan — Expenses  of  the  War, 
[250]  473;  Res.  [251]  949 

Municipal  Corporations  (  Property  Qualification 
Abolition),  211.  [250]  808 

Parliament — Dissolution  of,  Explanation,  [351] 
500 
Queen's    Speech,    Address   in   Answer  to, 
[250]  290,  294,  295 

Parliament— Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate),  Re8.[25o]  1606, 1700,1702, 1708 

Parliament — Privilege — Interference  of  Peers 
in  Elections — Hon.Major  Jocelyn,  Res.  [250] 
1211 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Prac- 
tices (No.  2),  Comm.  [251]  953  ;  cl.  2,  1143, 
1146,  1149,  1150,  1155,  1157,  1158,  1162; 
Consid.  1180,  1182 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Lords  Amendts. 
Consid.  [251]  870.  879,  880,  894 

Seed  Potatoes  (Ireland),  Consid.  c/. 6, [250]  880 

Tower  High  Level  Bridge  (Metropolis)  Com- 
mittee—Mr. Grissell,  [251]  155,  242 

Turkey— Slave  Trade  Treaty,  [250]  267 

Forsyth,  Mr.  W.,  MaryUhone 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Prac- 
tices (No.  2),  Comm.  [251]  1108 

F0RTE8CUE,   Earl 

Capital  Punishment— Prisons  Act,  1868— Exe- 

cntions   in  Cheetham  and   Klrkdale  Qaols, 

Res.  [251]  674 
Metropoliun  Water  Supply,  [251]  1092 
Scliool  Board  Elf»ciion« — Elections  oKiuurdiain 

or  the  \\>o\,  Mo'ii'jii  (or  Krtuin^,  [J50]  •'iT'i 
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FnjkiJEBL  :&•  W.  A.,  Kidderminster 

.;joca4ruua   Diwases  (Animals)  Act  —  Glao- 

iBr««i  Lltir^vs,  3351]  1010 
7'minanMic — PriTilego  of  Parliament — Immu- 

nty  'wm  Arrest,  Kes.  [250]  1315 
Ifl^iiaal«^ac — Qaeen*s  Speech,  Address  in  An- 

*w*Hr  CO.  3^50]  388 
Eoiief  i)f  Oiataress  (Ireland),  Comm.  el,  9,  [250] 

LOU 
Tow«r  BijTfa  Level  Bridge  (Metropolis)  Oom- 

mitte^Mr.  Grissell,  [251]  157 

Vtandaleiit  Debtors  (Scotland)  Bill 

I,  Thd  Lord  Advotate,  Mr,  Secretary  Cross) 

«;  Ordered :  read  1«*  Mar  1  [Bill  94] 

Bill  vitlidrawD.after  short  debate  Mar  16,  [251] 
1164 

FaBSHTTKLD,  Mr.  0.  K.,  Dover 

Armr — S4th  Regiment.  [350]  267 

India  Stock — Powers  of  Attorney,  [350]  1 104 

Letups,  3R.  [250]  894 

Fatoots  for  Inrentions,  2R.,[25i]  745 

Fuy,  Mr.  L.,  Bristol 

Bristol  Corporation,  2R.  [251]  134.  139 
Cufttoms  Re-organixation,  [250]  1102 

Gabbjbtt*  Mr.  D.  F.,  Limerick 

l:^liaiuent — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 

!»W4^r  to.  Motion  for  Adjournment,  [250]  362 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland)~The  Irish  Church 

'lemporalities  Commission,  [251]  554 

(Gallery  of  Casts  from  the  Antique 
Moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House,  a 
luemorial  presented  to  the  Prime  Minister 
in  August  1677  by  a  Committee  presided 
over  by  the  Duke  of  Westminster  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  formation  of  a  Gallery  of  Casts 
from  the  Antique : 
Also*  a  communication  from  the  Lords  Com- 
luittsioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  the 
Duke  of  Westminster  on  the  same  subject 
dated  I6th  July,  1879  {The  Earl  Cowper) 
Feb  27,[a(ol  1541  ;  afler  short  debate,  Mo- 
tion agreed  to 

Galloway,  Earl  of 

\rniy— Short  Service  System — Report  of  De- 
p;irtniental  Committee,  [251]  905 

ll>pvthco  Abolition  (Scotland),  2R.  [251]  960  ; 
Conini.  1081 

(tame  Laws — Legislation 

i^uoation,  Sir  David  Wedderburn  ;  Answer,  Mr. 
A8»hotou  Cross  Feb  27,  [250]  1565 

(tame  Laws 
Moved,  »•  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
the  ozisting  Game  Law  Code,  maintained 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  certain  wild 
auiuials  for  sport,  is  unjust  to  the  farmer, 
diMuoralining  to  the  labourer,  and  injurious 
lv»  ilui  whole  community,  and  should  there- 
to! v  ho  aholislied  "  {Mr.  P.  A .  Taylor)  Mar  2, 
1^151    U.O 

[eont. 


Game  Laws — eont. 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  from  *'  That,"  and  add 
"it  is  not  now  expedient  to  deal  with  the 
question  of  the  Game  Laws"  {Sir  WalUr 
B.  BarUeloi)  v. ;  Question  proposed,  **  That 
the  words,  4c. ; "  after  long  debate,  Qae8« 
tion  pat ;  A.  87,  N.  160 ;  M.  73  (D.  L.  32) 

Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  words, '  it  is  not 
now  expedient  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
the  Game  Laws'  be  there  added  " 

Amendt.  to  the  said  proposed  Amendt.,  to  leave 
out  **  not "  {Sir  Willtam  ffareaurt) ;  Question 
proposed, "  That '  not '  stand  part  of  the  said 
proposed  Amendt.;"  Question  pot;  A.  135, 
N.  119  :  M.  16  (D.  L.  33) 

Question,  '*  That  the  words  *  it  is  not  now  ex- 
pedient to  deal  with  the  question  of  the  Game 
Laws'  be  added  to  the  word* That'  in  the 
original  Question/'  pot,  and  negatived 

Gaslight  and  Coke^   Commercial  Oas,  and 

South  Metropolitan  Gaslight  and  Coke 

Companies  Bill  {by  Order) 
6.  Moved,    "That   the    Bill    be    now   read   2^" 
{Mr.  Alderman  CoUon)  Feb  17,  [350]  784 
Amendt.  to  leave  out  "  now,"  and  add  **  upon 
this  day  six    months"  {Colonel    Makins)\ 
Question    proposed,    "That    'now,'    Ac.;" 
after  short  debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2* 

General  Police  and  Improyamant  (Scot- 
land) ProYiflional  Order  (Bronghty 
Perry)  Bill 

{The  Lord  Advocate,  Mr,  Secretary  Cross) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  V  Feb  19  [Bill  83] 

Read  2o  •  Mar  1 
Committed 


Gibson,  Bight  Hon.  B.,  (Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland),  Dublin  University 
Consolidated  Fand  (Appropriation),  2R.  [251] 

1071 
Ireland — Miscellaneous  Questions 
Coroners  Fees,  [251]  440 
Criminal  Law — Assault  on  Lord    Fermoy, 
[251]    379 ;— Disturbance  of  a  Tanant 
Right  Meeting  at  Portadown,  1174 
Overflow  of  the  River  Barrow  at  Monas- 

terevan,  Kildare,  [251]  1097 
Relief  of   Distress,   [251]   1202,   1203;— 
Applications  for  Loans — The    Returns, 
[25i]1175,1204;—Carriokmaeross  Board 
of  Guardians,  [251]  1098  ;«Ratlianfan, 
Kildare.  [251]  1097 
Ireland— Borough  Pranehise,  Ret.  [250]  860 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  357,  861 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Gormpt  Praetioes 
(No.  2),  Comm.  el.  2,  [351]  1127,   1128; 
Consid.  1183 
250]  Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Oomm.  el,  3, 769, 
.     770,  925,  931,  963,  985  ;  cl.  4,  989  ;  cL  9. 
.     998,   1003,    1007;    Consid.  add.  el,   1227. 
1230;    el.  3,   1232;    Amendt.  f&.  ;    cL    4, 
Amendt.  1233 
S«>e<i  Potatoes  (Ireland),  Ck>osid.  eh  6,  [950] 
881 

[eont 


GIB 


OOR 
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QiMOir,  Right  Hon.  E. — eoni. 

Supply — Goanty  Court  OflSoers,  Ao.  J  Ireland, 
[251]  S60,  363 
Law  Charges,  [251]  345 
UUtor  Tenant  Right,  2R.  [251]  266 

OiFFABD,    Sir    H.     S.    (see    Solicitob 
General,  The) 

Giles,  Mr.  A.,  Southampton 
Boroagh  Franchise  (Ireland),  Res.  [250]  845 

Gladstone,  Bight  Hon.  W.  E.,  Green- 
wieh 

Oapital  Punishment  —  Prisons  Act,  1868 — 
Eseeations  in  Kirkdale  Gaol,  [251]  437 

Indi&— Afghanistan — The  War — Expenses  of 
Military  Operations,  Res.  [251]  030 

Intoxicating  Liquors  (Licences),  Res.  [251] 
465,  473 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House — Dissolu- 
tion, [251]  918 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate),  Res.  [250]  1587 

Parliament  —  Duration  of  Parliament,  Res. 
[250]  1817.  1318 

Parliament — Pririlege  of  Parliament — Immu- 
nity from  Arrest,  Res.  [250]  1315 

Probates  of  Wills,  Ac.2R.  [251]  1022,  1030 

Ways  and  Moans —Financial  Statement,  Comm. 
[250  828,834 

Glebe  Loan  (Ireland)  Amendment  Act 
(1878)  Amendment  Bill 

{Mr,  Errington^  Mr.  0"  Conor ^  Mr,  Deaae) 

e.  Ordered;  read  1**  /V6  19  [Bill  81] 

Read  2*  •  Mar  15 
Committee  [Dropped] 

Goij)NEY,  Mr.  G.,  Chippenham 

Public  Accounts — Nomination  of  Select  Com* 
mittee,  [251]  545 

GoLDSMiD,  Sir  J.,  Rochester 

Cyprus— Larnaca,  [251]  682,  083 

Merchant  Ships    Laden  in  Bulk — Nomination 

of  Select  Committee,  [251]  530 
Parliament,  Dissolution  of.  Explanation,  [251] 

561 

Gordon,  Sir  A.,  Aberdeenshire^  E, 

Army  Estimates — Army  Reserve,  [251]  103 

Departmental  Statement,  [251]  90 
Customs  and  Inland   Revenue,    Consid.  [251] 

1194 
Game  Laws,  Res.  [251]  194 
India — .Afghanistan  —  Treaty   of  Gandamak, 

[250]  147 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2),  Comm.  [251]  1109 
Poor  Law  (Scotland),  [250]  810 

G0R8T,  Mr.  J.  E.,   Chatham 

India — Afghanistan — Expenses  of  tho  War, 
[250]  465 

Parliament — Business  of  tho  IIouso  (Order  in 
Debate).  Res.  [250]  1059 

Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions — Sliciiffs'  Ex- 
penses, ^c.  [251]  349 


G08CHEN,  Right  Hon.  G.  J.,  London 

Bankruptcy  Law  Amendment,  2R.  [250]  563 
London  Water  Companies — Valuation  (Metro- 
polis) Act,  1869,  [251]  811 
Metropolis  Waterworks  Purchase,  [251]  688 
Nary   Estimates— Dockyards,  Ac.  [251]  059, 
660 
Sea  and  Coast  Guard  Serrices,  [251]  643 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Lords  Amendts. 

Consid.  [251]  881,882 
Valuation  ( Metropolis)  Aot(  1869)  Amendment, 
3R.  [251]  897 

GouRLEY,  Mr.  E.  T.,  Sunderland 

India — Afghanistan,  [251]  1207  ;^- Military 
Equipments,  [250]  912 

Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk,  Motion  for  a 
Select  Committee,  [250]  1371,  1331 

Na?y — Breech-loading  Guns,  The  New,  [251] 
1173 

Navy,  State  of  the.  Res.  [251]  586 

Seed  Potatoes  (Ireland),  Comm.  c/.  6,  [250] 656 

Treaty  of  Washington  —  Canadian  and  New- 
foundland Fisheries,  [250]  512 

Vaccination  —  Durham  Board  of  Guardians, 
[251]  27 


Grant,  Mr.  A.,  Leith 

Customs  —  Outport    Customs    Clerical  Sta^, 
[251]  810 


Granville,  Earl 

Africa,  South — Zululand — Surrender  of  Arms, 

[250  900 
Ancient  Monuments,  2R.  [251]  785 
Capital  Punishment — The  Prisons  Act,  1868 — 

Executions  in  Cheetham  and  Kirkdale  Gaols, 

Res.  [251]  678 
Eastern  Question,  Motion  for  an  Address,  [251] 

087,990,999,  1007 
Employers  Liability,  IR.  [250]  263 
Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  2R.  [251]  062 
India — Afghanistan — Policy  of  the  Government, 

Address  for  Papers,  [250]  1086,  1089 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An* 

swer  to,  [250]  20,  46 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2),  3R.  [251]  1236,  1240 
Persia  and  Herat,  [250]  375,  582 
Russia — Explosion  at  the  Winter  Palace,  [250] 

901 
Settled  Land,  Comm.  [251]  669 
Tripartite  Treaty  of  1856,  [250]  777 


Gray,  Mr.  E.  D.,  Tipperary 

Borough  Franchise  (Ireland),  Res.  [250]  810, 

823 
Local    Government    Board    (Ireland),    [250] 

1192 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An* 

swer  to,  [250]  340 
Post  Office— Private   Telegraph  Wires,  [250] 

1191,  1192 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  [250]  1195 
Relief   of    Distress  (Ireland),   Conmi.   cL    9, 

[250]  1003,  1004,  lOOJ 
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Brigandage  in  Acarnania^  Question,  Mr.  J. 
R.  Yorke ;  Answer,  Mr.  Bourkc  Feb  12, 
[250]  511 

Capture  of  Colonel  Si/nge  by  Brijands,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  H.  Samuelson ;  Answers,  Mr. 
Bourke  Feb  23.  [250]  1 108  ;  Feb  24, 1209 

The  Papers^  Question,  Mr.  Chamberlain  :  An- 
swer, The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Feb  6, 
[250]  152  ;  Question,  Mr.  Ghamberlam ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  Bourke  Feb  9,  268 

Pari.  Paper — 

Reotiflcation  of  Frontier — Further 
Correspondence  .  .  [2474] 

Gbegory,  Mr.  G.  B.,  Su8$ex,  E. 

AriBf,  Carrying  of — Revolvers,  [250]  879 

Bankruptcy  I  aw  Amendment,  211.  [250]  562 

County  Courts,  2R.  [250]  1403 

Customs  and  Inland  Revenue,  3R.  [251]  1312 

Leases.  2R.  [250]  804 

Parliament — Privilcflre  of  Parliament^Imma- 

nity  from  Arrest,  Res.  [250]  1312 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2),  Consid.  [25i]lld3 
Patents  for  Inventions,  2fl.  [251]  748 
Probates  of  Wills,  <bo.  2R.  [251]  1030 
Supply — Criminal  Proseouttons — Sheriffs'  Ex- 
penses, Ac.  [251]  84S 
New  Courts  of  Justice  and  Offices,  [250] 
1251.  1255 
Ways  and  Means — Financial  Statement,  Comm. 

[251]  837 

Gun  Idcence  Act  (1870)  Amendment  Bill 

{Sir  AUxander  Gordon^  Mr,  Clare  Mead^  Mr, 
MZagan,  Mr,  Mark  Stewart) 

e.  Ordered  ;  road  !••  Feb  II  [Bill  69] 

2R.  Wed.  Jun€  28 

Haddikoton,  Earl  of 

Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  3R.  [251]  058  ; 
Comm.  el.  2,  Amendt.  1088 

Halt.,  Mr.  A.  W.,  Oxford 

Railway  Servants  (Compensation  for  Injury), 
Kes.  [250  738 

SalUMarhing  (  Gold  and  S%k$r) 

Question,  Sir  Henry  Jackson  ;  Answer,  Mr.  J. 
G.  Talbot  Mar  2,  [251]  150 

Halsey,  Mr.  T.  F.,  HertB 

Ordnance  Maps — Hertfordshire,  [251]  420- 

Hamilton,  Marquess  of,  Donegal  Co, 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  2a.  [250]  651 
Ulster  Tenant  Right,  2R.  [251]  250 

Hamilton,  Lord  Q.  F.  (Vice  President 
of   the    Committee  of  Council  on 
Education),  Middleiex 
Charity   Commission — Sittings  of  the  Board, 
[250]  14.J9 

[eont. 


HiMiLTOH,  Lord  G.  F. — eont. 

Contagions  Diseases  (Animals)  Act — Miseeiiv 
neous  Questions 
Glandered  Hones,  [25 1  ]  1010 
Importation  of  Chineso  Hides,  [251]  532 
Sheep  Rot,  [251]  681 
Education   Department — Miscellaneoas  Qoet- 
tions 
Educational  Returns,  [250]  015 
Endowed   Schools  —  Tnnbridg*  Graaasr 

School,  [2513552 
Mr.  IluUah's  Report,  [250]  269 
New  Edueational  Code.  [251]  1206 
School  Board  Elections,  [251]  94 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),   Coma,  el,  S, 

[250]  757 
Royal  Sohool  of  llinet,  Jermfii  Street,  [a^i] 
28,  149 

HAMMom),  Lord 

India  —  Afghanistan  —  Polioy  of  the  Govtm- 
ment.  Address  for  Papers,  [250]  1074 


Hahbxjey,  Mp.  R.  W.,  Staffordshire,  y. 

Parliament— Business  of  the  Iloaee  (Order  is 

Debate),  Res.  [250]  1502, 1540 
Parliament  —  Duration  of   Parliament,  Rm. 

[250]  1346 
Soirar  Bonnties  —  Negotiatiou  with  Fectipi 

Powers,  [250]  1104 

Hakksy,  Mr.  T.,  PeUrhora^h 
Education  —  Endowed    SohooU  —  Toabridp 

Grammar  School,  [251]  551 
National  Debt— The  Chancellor  of  the  EieU- 

quer*s  Statement,  [251]  1090 
Post  Office — Money  Orders,  [251]  159 

New   Penny    Pottafe  Stamp,    [250]   661, 
683 
Summary  Jaritdfetion  Aet^-NoB-PaymeBt  sf 

Ratee,  [S5IJ550 
Valuation  of   Property   (Metropolis)   Aet - 

Schedule  of  Queetioni,  [251]  681 


Questions,  Mr.  E.  Jenkint:  AiMwen,  Tbs 
Chancellor  of  the  Eieheqaor  Mar  18,  [251] 
1211  ;  IfarlO,  1280 


[ABOorBT,  Sir  W.  Q.  V,,  Oxfrrd  Ciif 
Borough  Franehiie  (IreUnd),  Bee.  [150]  654, 

859 
Game  Lawg,  Res.  [251]  206 :  Amendt  291 
IndLi  —  Afghanistan  ^Eipeneei  of  the  War, 

[250]  466,  468.  470  • 

Parliament  —  Prifilego— Mr.    PUbimD,  [150] 
1114  ;  Previona  Qnettioa  mofod,  1119, 
1121 
Queen's  Speoeh,   AddiMi  in  Answer  te, 
[250]  871,  372 
Parliament— Buaineee  of  the  Hooeo  (Ordtr  ii 
Debate),  Ree.  [250]  1819,  1868^  1888^  1681, 
1690 
Parliament — Privilege— Interftrenoo  of  P^en 
in    Elections— Don.    Miyor   Jooelyn,    Rss. 
PrevioBS  (^uestloii  moved.  [950]  1288 
Treaty  Guarantees,  [250]  888 


(SESaiON      1880}        HAY 


Laneaihire,  S.E. 
—  Mr.  Plimioll,  [150] 

Volen,  Midlothiin,  [jjo]  793, 


toy,  Mr.  A.  Gathoene-,  Canterbury 
natr  Cniirta.  311.  [ijo]  UOe 
irli«4Bent — Buiinos  of  Ihs  Houm  (Order  in 
Dabkte),  R«.  [i so]  1680 
PulUmenMrr  EWtioni  and  Corrupt  Praotioe* 
(So.2).aR.[isi]869 

TTinuAW,  Colonel  E.  R.,  Kino-,  S^iyo 

Ralier  of  Diilreit  (IrsUnd),  Comm.  [150]  703  ; 

el.  a.  "TH,  780 
Sfi  Poutoei  (IreUnd),  Conaid.  cl.  6,  [150] 

B80,  B8S 

Habttnoton,  Bight  Hon.  Marquees  of, 

yinc  Radnor 

Ca|riUl    Puniihment  —  Priton*    Aot,    1868  — 

Execntioni  in  Kirkdila  Gaal,  [iji]  43S 
Borne  Rule.  PrrKinal  EiplanKtion.  [11,0]  68T 
Intoiieating  Liquora  (Lioencea),  Rea.  [151]  S13 
Pmrliam«n( — MiacelUncoue  Qucilioni 

DiHolalion  of  Parliiiment~PHr«t«    BUli, 

[IS']  BBS 
Pri.ilBgo— Mr.    PUmroll,    Motion   for   Ad- 

joarnmenl,  [150]  805,  808,  llSfi 
Poblic  Buaineu.[isi]SeT 
QflMn')    Speech,  Adilrrii    in    Anawcr   to, 

[150]  81,  83,  134,  344,  361,  370 
Vuoount  CMilereigh — Peraonil    Eiplaim- 
tiona,[isi]34 
PwlUDieDt—BiiiinHa  of  the  House  (Order  in 
DaUte).  R«.  [35°]  MS3,  ISSO,  1984,    1600, 
ISBT 
Ptrliimgnt  —  Orders  of  the  Dkf — Standing 
Order  of  SuppI;  and  W>yi  ind  Me*na,  Ret. 
[»|0j  1874 
PuiUmaDt  —  PrJTilege — London  Navipspen, 

Res.  [ijo]  1323 
Psriiimeniiir]'  Eleelioni  nnd  Corrupt  Praetlcet 

(No.  2),  Comm.  [iji]  1073,  1 1  IS 
Persia  and  Herat,  [150]  333 
Relief  of  Diatreas  (Ireland),  Comm.  el.  3,  [150] 

738,796,771 
Boaiia — EiploaiOD  at  the  Wioler  Palaoe,  [150] 


Havblock,  Sir  H.  M.,  Sunderland 
AnDT.  Short  SerTlce  and   Recruiting  In  the, 

[150]  SI  3 

Hat,  Admiral  Right  Hon.  Sir  J.  C.  D., 
Stamford 
Army  (India) — Kirwee  Priie  Monej,  [150]  SiO 
I.lfStbonaes.  Motion  for  Pap«n,  [951]  310 
MervKant  Ships  l.aden  in    itnik.    Motion  for  a 

Select  Commit  te,',  [jfoj  1380 
Sa»j — Ciilomal  .\Uowanoe  to  Niirj  and  lloyal 
Marine  OfBcera,  [150]  368 

[eoM. 


Hit.  Admiral  Right  Hon.  Sir  J.  C.  D.— mM. 
Nav.  SUte  of  the,  Rea.  [151]  C7T 
Navj  Eatimntet— Sea  and  Coait  Guard  Set» 

vices,[jsi]fl84 
Parliflment— Duaineaaortbe  Honse  (Order  in 

Oeba(e),  Rea.  [150)  1005 
Rojal  School  of  Minea,  Jermjn  Street,  [jji]  38 
Valuation  of   Property  (Metropolis)    Aot  — 

Claasea4,a,and  7,  [iji]  3»S 

Hatter,  Colonel  Sir  A.  D.,  Bath 

Krm,  Eatimatea— Army  Re.sr»e.  [isij  103 
Dcparlmcnlal  Statement,  [jjl]  87 
Volunteer  Corpi,  [*gi]  100 
Worka,  Baildings.Aa.  [151]  107 


HEimT,  Mr.  MitehoU,  Oalway  Co. 

CapiUi  Punithment  — Priaona  Act,  18S3 — 
Eieoutiona  in  Kirkdals  Gaol,  [151]  438 

Conlagiooa  Uiteaie*(Animal>)Aot — ulandsred 
Iloraea.li5iJ  1010 

IreUnd— The  Prima  Miniater'*  letter  to  the 
Lord  Liealanant,  Rea.  [151]  1331,  1339 

Parliament  — PriTilege  — Mr.   Plinnoli,  [ito) 

net 

Queen's    Speeoti,    Addreai    in    Anavsr   to, 
[150]  ISe  ;  Motion  Tor  Adjoamnwot,  337, 
370,  373,  300,  303,  SOB 
Rslief  of  Di>treia(  Ireland),  [ijo]  1104;— Clif- 

den  Board  of  Guardlana.  [151]  303,  304 

Relief  of  Diatrei*  (Ireland).  3K.  [tjo]  £40  ; 

Comm.  Ct.  3.  747,  756.  763,  768,  769,  036, 

971  :  Lords  Amendla.  Conaid.  [i(  1  ]  873 

ijo]  Seed  PoUtocB(Ireland),  Comm.  ttt,  Atnendt. 

.   007,  6fi8,  6fi9,  eai;  «/.  7,ib.  ;  <if.  S.  Ameodl. 

.   603  ;   ct.  0,  664  :   el.   13,  06S.   667,   773  ; 

.   Coniid.  Aiuendt.  878,  881 

Herbert,  Mr.  H.  A.,  Ktrry  Co. 

Relief  of  Diitresa  (Ireland),  ConsiJ.  add.  ti. 

[iJo] 1328 

HssifoiT,  Mr.  E.,  J'rttton 

Conimerce  and  Kree  Trade,  Motion  far  a  Select 

Comniiitee.  [ijo]  837 
Parliament— Quecn'a  Speech,  Address  Id  An- 

swsr  to,  [isoj  306 

Herschell,  Mr.  F.,  Durham 

Parliament — Pririlege  of  Parliament — Imam- 
nitj  from  Arreat,  Rea.  [150]  1309 

Hertford,  Marqueaa  of 

Agrioulture  and  Trade,  State  of,  [151]  1346 

Hevqate,  Mr.  W.  U.,  LiteuUrihirt,  8. 

Companiea  Aot.  1879  —  Joint  Stook  Banks, 
[*S0]  1440 

HiRBERT,  Mr.  J.  T.,  Oldham 
Capital     I'uniahment— Prjions     Aot.    1808 — 
Eieeationa  in  Kirkdale  Gaol,  [iji]  431.  43i 
Countj  Court!,  211.  [ijo]  1398 
Criminal    Lav  —  A.lmiKBion  of   HepoKera    »l 
■     '.[»SO]»10 


[»m. 
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Intoxicalififf  (Liquors)  Licences — cont. 

sent  system,  by  somo  cfBcient  measure  of 
local  option  "(.S7r  Wilfrid  Lawiton)  v.,[25i] 
441  ;  Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words, 
&c.  ; "  after  long  debate,  Question  put  ; 
A.  248,N.  134;  M.  114 
Di7.  List,  A.  and  N.  525 


Ireland 

MlSOKLLAJTEOUS    QUESTIOXH 

Auxiliary  Forces^The  Lieutenant  Colonel  of 
the  Antrim  Militia,  Questions,  Mr.  Bigsrar  ; 
Answers.  Colonel  Stanley  Mar  4,  [251]  300  ; 
Mar  8,  553 

Board  of  Works— Clare  Castle  Harbour  and 
Pier,  Question.  Mr.  Finisran  :  Answer.  Sir 
Henry  Selwin-Ibbetson  Feb  19,  [250]  018; 
— Consolidation  Acts,  Question,  Mr.  P. 
Martin  ;  Answer,  Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibbetson 
Feb  12,  [250]  618 

Coroners*  Fees,  Question,  Mr.  O'Clery  ;  An- 
swer, The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  Mar  5, 
[251]  440 

Crime  ^Attack  on  Tenant  Right  Mee'ing  at 
Portadown,  Question,  Mr.  O'Donnell ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  J.  Lowther  Ffb  37,  [250]  1570; 
Question,  Sir  Thomas  M'Cluro;  Answer, 
Mr.  J.  lowther  Mar  4.  [251]  303;  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  O'Donnell,  Sir  Thomas  M'Clurc  ; 
Answers,  Mr.  J.  Lowther  Mar  5,  426; 
Question,  Mr.  Sullivan;  Answer,  Mr.  J. 
Lowther  Mar  15,  1013;  Question,  Mr. 
Sullivan  :  Answer,  The  Attorney  General  for 
Iroland3farl7.  1174 

Criminal  Law 

Return  of  Criminal  Cases  at  Antrim  Assises 
and  iS^monx,  Question,  Mr.  Hicks  :  Answer, 
Mr.  Assheton  Cross  Mar  16,  [251]  1096 

The  Assault  on  l^rd  Fermoy,  Question,  Mr. 
O'Sullivan  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  Feb  10,  [250]  379 

The  Police  and  Crown  Witnesses,  Questions, 
Mr.  Sullivan ;  Answers,  Mr.  J.  Lowther 
Mar  15,  [251]  1012 

Education  Department  (Ireland)  Salaries  of 
Inspectors  of  Elementary  Education,  Ques- 
tion, Mnjor  Nolan  ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowther 
Mar  12,  [251]  908 

Evictions,  Notice  of  Questions,  Mr.  O'Donnell 
Feb  10,  [250]  384 

Fishery  Piers — New  Shannon  Pier,  Question, 
Mr.  O'Clery  ;  Answer,  Sir  Henry  Selwin- 
Ibbetson  Mar  4,  [251]  303 

Grand  Juries  afid  Presentment  Sessions,  Ques- 
tion, Sir  Thomas  M'Clure  ;  Answer,  Mr.  J. 
Lowther  Feb  16.  [250I  685 

Home  Rule,  Personal  Explanation,  Viscount 
Castlercagh  ;  Observations,  The  ^Iarqoe8S  of 
Hartington  Feb  16,  [250]  686 1 

"Home  Rulers**  Members  of  this  House,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Sullivan  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  Fib  16,  [250]  682 

Irish  National  School  Teachers,  Question,  Mr. 
Dodds  ;  Answer,  Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibbetson 
3/tir.\  [251]  439 

Irish  Poor  L*iw  Unions  and  the  Seed  Supply 
BUL  Question.  Major  Nolan  ;  .^nswor,  Mr. 
J.  Lowther  Feh  20,  [250]  1108 

{cont. 


IBKLA5D— fOtrf. 

Landlord  and   Tenant —Xotiee  to  Quit,  Q  lo- 
tion.   The    O'Donoghuo;    Answer,    Mr.   J 
Lowther  Feb  38,  [250]  1138 

Law  and  Justice  —  The  MuUinj-ir  As'iz^i. 
Question,  Mr.  Sullivan;  Answer,  Mr.  J. 
Lowther  Mar  11.  [251]  799 

Lighthouses  (  West  Co^ut),  Question,  Mr.  Lfx  : 
Answer,  Viscount  Sandon  Feb26,l2Sol  U35 

Local  Oovemment  Board,  Question,  Mr.  Grav  ; 
Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowther  Feb  23,  [250]  ITil 

Over^nw  of  the  River  Bxrrow  at  Monast^n^'ia, 

Kildare,  Question,   Mr.   Meldon :  .\nf«fr 

The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  Mir  1*^, 

[a5O»097 
Poor  Law—The  Union  of  Bailiehwo,  Qa»t- 

tion,  Mr.  Biggar ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowiher 

Feb  19,  [250]  908 
Post  Office — Emyvale,  Question,  Mr.  Sullivan  : 

Answer,  Lord  John  Manners  Feb  19.  [250' 

918 
Prisons  ^Abolition  of   Spike  Island  Convi^. 

Prison,  Question,   Mr.   O'Connor    Power; 

Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowther  Feb  16,  [250]  6?5 

Publie    Works,  Question,    Lord    Monieacle: 

Answer,  The  Duke  of  Rtehmoad  and  Gordua 

if<ir  l,[asi]l 
The  Commissioners  of  National  Edveaiion^ 

Female  Education  in  Oalway,  Questions.  Mr. 

P.  Martin  ;  Antwen,  Mr.  J.  Lowther  Feb  JO. 

University  Education  {IreUnd)  Act,  Qnestiooi. 
Mr.  P.  Martin ;  Aniwen,  Mr.  J.  Lowtlwr 
i/ar  12,[25i]909 


Ireland — Borough  DranehtM 

Moved,  "That  the  reatricfced  nature  of  the 
Borough  Franchise  in  Ireland  as  compare  1 
with  that  existing  in  England  and  in  Scot- 
land is  a  subject  deserving  the  immediii^ 
attention  of  Parliament,  with  a  view  of 
establishing  a  fair  and  juit  equality  of  the 
franchise  in  the  three  countries"  {Mr. 
Meldon)  Feb  17,  [2So]Bll 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  from  "  That,"  and  aJd 
"  it  is  inexpedient  to  deal  with  the  qnet tion 
of  lowering  the  franehiae  in  Ireland**  (Jfr. 
Charles  Lewis)  v. ;  Question  proposal, 
"That  the  words,  Ac.;"  after  long  debate. 
Question  put ;  A.  188,  N.  243 ;  M.  54 
(D.  L.  10) 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to 


Ireland — Peace  Preservation  {Ireland)  Act 

Moved,  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Howe, 
Returns  showing  what  parts  of  Ireland  are 
proclaimed  under  the  Peace  Presenration 
Act"  {The  Lard  Orasimere  amd  Hrovue) 
Mar  15,  [251]  965  ;  after  short  debate,  Mo- 
tion agreed  to 

Ireland — Potato  Crop 

Select  Committee  appointed,  **to  Inqnirs  iote 
the  best  means  ot  diminishing  tlie  frequency 
and  extent  of  failures  in  the  Potato  Crop" 
{Mrtjor  Nolan)  Feb  10 


(SESSION     1880 
ijo-iSi. 

IiotA — conl. 


HypoHtM  Ahmion  (StaOani)  Biff— eont. 

I.  flMAl*'  {Etrlof  Haddington)  MarlHtSa.Zi] 
Iji]  KHd  3*.  after  abort  dcbnta  Mar  15,  flJSS 
.  CammlltM,  aflpr  ihort  dabata  Mar  IB,  lOSd 
.  lUport  Mar  IT,  1166  (Ko.  «»} 

.  Rewl  3*,  arter  ihort  di>b.\le  M'lr  18,  1 197 
,«.  Lordi  Amanilti.  eoaiidarad   and  agraeJ   to 

/.  Rofil  AMant  Jfar  31  [43  Tfcf.  a.  13] 

Army  Prita—"  TKf.  Begam  KooU,  Liteknrnu," 
Q^eition,  Sir  Chui-lei  Kuisell ;  Anixer,  Mr. 
E.  SUnhopeMii-lT.[iSi]ll76 

Army  lUeniiling,  Quaation,  Lord  Donbeitar  ; 
Answer,  Vitcount  Cranbrook  Mar  ie,ri5i] 
HIT 

Dttpatch  of  Indian  Traopt  lo  Haifa  —Tht  Re- 
turn of  Coif,  Qaaition,  Mr.  Mundalla  ;  An- 
I'M-,  Colonel  Slanler  ttar  II,  [151]  SOS  : 
Moied,  "  That  this  Ilousa  do  now  adjourn  " 
{Mr.  Mandtlla) :  after  abort  dabate,  Motion 
withdrawn  ;  Qtieitions,  Mr.  Conrtnej,  Mr. 
Faweett :  Anawera,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Eicbequar  Mar  13,  el6 

D*tJ>aUh  of  189B— "  Tkt  Emprtts  of  IttdU." 
Qneetlon,  Sir  H.  Drummond  WqI9  ;  Anawer, 
Mr.  E.  SUnbopaffiS,  [15a]  146  :  Personal 
Explanation,  The  Duke  of  ArgjU  Ftb  9,  354 

Rait  India  ( BecUiiaiiie-il  Deparlntint),  Quei- 
tian,  Mr.  Baiter;  Anawer,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope 
miliar,    TayU 


Vilmoti  Ana 


r,  Mr. 


E.  Stanhope  JTar  II,  8t 
Snigralion  of  Coolia  to  La  Rianian,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Errington  ;  Aniwer,  Mr.  E.  Sl.in- 

hopeF«£  16,  [150]  078 
FaOory  L'giiUUion,  Obasrrationa,  The  Earl  of 

ShanaBburT,LordSlRn1erorAlderle<ri  Replf, 

Viaoount  Cranbrook  Mar  19,  [151]  I31S 
Indian  Army   Midiud  Service.  Quoilion,  Sir 

Tbomu  Bailer:  Anawer,  Mr.  E.  SUnhope 

Jfor  11,[a5i]810 
Indian   Famiat    Cannnimon  —  TAa    Report, 

Qneelion,  Sir  Darid  Wedderbum ;    Antwer, 

Mr.  E.  Stanhope  Mar  3,  [151]  M9  ;  Quel. 

tion.  Genenil  Sir  Georgo  Balfour:  Anmer, 

Mr.  E.  Stanhope  Mar  9,  683 
I»dia   OBee^Shippiag   Contracti,  Queationa, 

Mr.   Puletton,  Mr.   E.   Jenkina :   Anawara, 

Mr,  E.  Stanhope  Feb  36,  \i%6\  1443 
£i>£a  Stock— Poteen  oj  Attoraey,   Queition, 

Mr.  Frcabfiold  :  Anawer,  Mr.    E.  Stanhope 

/VSaO,  [ijo]  1104 
Indiga   Ciilivaiion  in  Behar,   Queation,   Mr. 

CDonneil  ;    Anawer,    Mr.      E.    Stanhope 

iW  JB,  [lio]  1444 
Kinoes  Prise  momi 

Aniwflr,  Mr.  E.Si 
Midieal  Staff.  Qucaiion.  Mr.    I.yon    flajf^iir  ; 

Anawer.  Mr.  E,  Stanhope  Feb  36.  [150]  1 I3S 
Pyiidar RepTeaetUation.  OburTstions,  Sir  David 

Wedderburs  :   Keplf,  Mr.  E.  Slinhopo  :  Oh- 

Mrrationi,    Sir   George    Campbell    Feb    13, 

tiso]  sea 

TU    Attotk   Bridge,    ftoealion.    Mr.    Onilow ; 
■,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope  .War  8,  ri5i]  6fi3 
■        Xniiy    Vommiiiion-tlii  Uicom- 
,    «uo.lio, 


Tht  Indi'in 


The  Indian  Prai — Neaipaper  Corntpoadenti 

ia  the  Field,  Question,  Sir  Charles  W.Dilke; 

Anawer,  Mr.  E.  Slanhope  Feb  17,  [ijo]  791 
The   Naga    Bill    Tribei,    Qiiaation,    Mr.   Dal- 

rj-mple:  Am  war,  Mr.  E.  Stanhope  Feb  19, 

[150!  881 
The    Wynaad    Gold   Fieldi.    Qaeation,   Mr. 

Puleiton  :  Answer,  Mr,  E.  Stanhope  Feb  37, 

[ijo]  1568 

India  Stock  (Fowotb  of  Attorney)  Bill 

(Jfr.  Edward  Stanhope,   Lord  George  SantilloH) 
e.  Ordered;  road  I-*  Fei27  [Bill  93] 


Read 

/.  Read 

Read 


•  Jforl 


yiiemntCranbnok)  Mar  12  {S«.$l) 

JUar  13 
Committee*;   Report  Mar  15 
Read  3*  •  Mar  16 
Bojml  Aisent  Mar  10  [43  Vict.  0.  11] 

Indian  Salariei  and  AUowancM  Bill 

(Jfr,  Edioard  Stanhope,  Lord  Qeergi  Hanilton) 
0.  Ordered  ;  read  1°  •  Fei  13  [Bill  731 

Read  2"  '  FebiS 

Committee";   Report  f.:»  36 

Read  3'  •  Feb  37 
L  Read  I' *  iVimount  Oranbreok) Mar  I  {Ho.a2) 

Read  S*  •  Mar  8 

Committee*:  Report  ifor  9 

Read  3'  ■  Mar  1 1 

Rojal  Assent  Mar  15  [48  Viet.  e.  3] 

Inhabited  House  "Datj  and  Income  Tax 
Bill  (if>--  Hubbard,  Mr.  SampioH  Lloyd, 
Mr.  Leatham,  Sir  Charlei  Forittr) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1°  *  .Fei  11  [Bill  TO] 

3R.  [Dropped] 

Intemptranct,  The   Lordi  CommitU*  on — 

The  Recommendation! 

Quralion,  Sir  Wilfrid  Uwaon :  .Anawer,  The 
Chanoellor  of  the  Exebequer  Feb  9,  [ajoj 
367 

I&testatea  Beal  Estata  Bill 

{Mr.  Potter,  Mr.  Ltalham,  Mr.  Pries,  Sir  Wilfrid 

Laicion,  Mr.  Andtrion,  Mr.  Uopaood) 
c.  OrdereJ;  read  T*  Feb  9  [Bill  13] 

3R.  Wed.  April  38 

Intoxicating  Ltijttori  {Lieeneet) 

Amcndt,  on  Cammilloa  of  Supply  Mar  t.  To 

leave  out  from  "  Tbat,"  and  add  "  Innsmneh 

rowed  object  of  Licensing 

ioating  Liquors  is  to  anpplf 


the  Sale  of  lot 


pulilio  .  

to  the  public  welfare,  this  Ilonia  isof  opinion 
that  a  legal  power  of  raitrainiiig  the  iiaue 
or  renewal  of  licences  should  be  plaoed  in 
the  hands  of  the  pcrtona  moat  decpl|r  in- 
lerested  and  ufTi'Ctcd,  nsnielj,  the  inhnbiunis 

from  the  injurioua  oaiisequaucai  of  tha  pra- 
[com. 


INT        IRE 


(  GENERAL    INDEX ) 
250— »5'« 


IRE 


IBE 


Intoxieatina  (Liquors)  Licences — cont. 

sent  Bjrstom,  by  soino  efficient  measure  of 
local  option  "(.Sir  WHfrid  LawMOn)  f.,[25i] 
441  :  Quofttion  proposed,  "  That  the  words, 
&c.  ; "  after  lonff  debate,  Question  put  ; 
A.  248,  N.  134;  M.  114 
Div.  List,  A.  and  N.  625 

Ireland 

MiSOBLLANKOVB    QCESTIOXS 

AutiUtir\i  Forces— Tht!  Lie"tetiant  Colonel  of 
the  Antrim  Afditia,  Questions,  Mr.  Bigsrar  ; 
Answers,  Colonel  SUnley  Afar  4,  [251]  300  ; 
Afar  8,  55i\ 

Board  of  Works— Cf are  Castle  Jlarbonr  and 
Pier,  Question,  Mr.  Finiiran  ;  Answer,  Sir 
Henry  Selwin-Ibbetson  Feb  19.  [250]  918; 
— Consolidation  Acts,  Question,  Mr.  P. 
Martin  ;  Answer,  Sir  Ilenry  Seiwin-lbbetson 
Feb  12,  [250]  618 

Coroners'  Fees,  Question,  Mr.  O'Clery  ;  An- 
swer, Tlie  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  Mar  6, 
[251]  440 

Crime— Anach  on  Tenant  Right  Meeting  at 
Portadown,  Question,  Mr.  6'Donnell ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  J.  Lowther  Ftb  27,  [250]  1570; 
Question,  Sir  Thomas  M'Cluro;  Answer, 
Mr.  J.  l^wiher  Afar  4,  [251]  303:  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  O'Donnell.  Sir  Thomas  M'CIure  ; 
Answers,  Mr.  J.  Lowther  Afar  6,  426: 
Question,  Mr.  Sullivan;  Answer,  Mr.  J. 
Lowther  Afar  15,  1013;  Question,  Mr. 
Sulli?nn  :  Answer,  The  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  Jiar  17.  1174 

Criminal  Law 
Return  of  Criminal  Cases  at  Antriin  Assises 

and  5^Mioii«,  Question,  Mr.  Hicks  :  Answer, 

Mr.  Asshoton  Cross  Mir  Itf,  [251]  1090 
TTi^  Assault  on  Lord  Fermoy,  Question,  Mr. 

O'Sulliran  ;  Answer.  The  Attorney  General 

for  lrt»land  Feb  10,  [250]  379 
The  Police  and  Crown  \Vitnfsses,  Questions, 

Mr.   SuUiran ;    Answers,    Mr.  J.    Lowther 

3/;ir  15,  [251]  1012 

KduCiition  fVpiirtment  (frtland)  Salaries  of 
Jntjiectors  of  Kltmentari/  Education,  Ques- 
tion, M:>jor  Nolan  ;  .\nswer,  Mr.  J.  Lowther 
Afar  12.  [251]  90S 

Evictions,  Notice  of  Questions,  Mr.  O'Donnell 
Feb  10.  [250I  3S4 

Fishery  Fit'rs — AVir  Shinnon  Pier,  Question. 
Mr.O'ClorT;  .\n*wer.  Sir  Ilenry  Selwjn- 
IblHXson  J/.ir  4.  [251]  302 

iir\ind  Juries  1II.1  Pr-.tr'ntnent  ^://i\»i.#.  Quis- 
lion,  Sir  Thomas  M'CIure  ;  Answer,  Mr.  J. 
Lowther  Ffh  10.  "250'  085 

lim--  Ru'-:,  lVr»^^nAl  Kxplanation.  Vijcount 
(  astloroatrh  ;  ttbserrations.  The  Marquess  of 
Hanincton  Feb  li\  '250'*  6*^0 1 


••  Ih.  ii-  A':  '•.  r/"  Mfwt^rt  cf'thit  H  -iff.  Quo*- 
lion,  Mr.  SuV.iTan  ;  Answer.  The  Chanoe^or 
of  the  KxobiHjutfr  F  MO,  '250'  652 

Iris**  .Vi;iV;:.r  5f'.i?.*?  Tfie\e  t.  Question.  Mr. 
Oivl's  ;  .\n»wer.  Sir  Henry  Se'.win-IbbetK^n 
.Vrr  \    2?r  4I^».> 

l-^s^.  r.y^r  i.::i    I'.i.iS  .."d  r\f   S.-i  S;j:,  \, 

/»*.".  Qii»s:*>v.    M.»:or   No"..in  :  .\ ■•.»*« r.  Mr. 

J.  low;hor  r  •  IVV    J«?'  llO^ 

...  I 


Landlord  and   TmantSotice  to  Q*iif,  Q>-"- 

tion.    The    OM)onoghuo;    Answer.   Mr.   J. 

Lowther  Feb  23,  [250]  IH9 
Law  and  Justice  —  The  Afaffingir  Afiz^t. 

question,    Mr.   Sulliran  ;    Answer,    Mr.  J 

Lowther  Afar  11.  [251]  799 
Lighthouses  {  West  Coast),  Question,  Mr.  L**  ; 

Answer,  Viscount  Sandon  /V626,*25o"  1 133 
Lbcal  Oovemment  Hoard,  Question.  Mr.  Grar  ; 

Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowther  Feb  23,  [250^  11? J 
OverHmu  of  the  River  Barrow  at  Aion^LSirrevxA. 

Kildfire,   Question,   Mr.   Meldon :  Answer 

The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  Aiir  1^, 

[251]  1097 
Poor  Law— The  Union  of  Bailieb^fro,  Qo^i- 

tion,  Mr.  Bi^flfar  :  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowiher 

Feb  19,  [250]  903 
Post  Office— Emyvafe,  (lue%iimi,  Mr.  S  alii  ran  : 

Answer,  Lord  John  Manners  Feb  19.  ^ZsO] 

918 
Prisons —Aholititm  of   Spike    Island  dnvit 

Prison,  Question,   Mr.  O'Connor    Fo«er; 

Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowther  Feb  16,  [250]  6*.^ 
PMie    Works,   Question,    Lord    Monteatie : 

Answer,  Tbe  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordi^n 

lfarl.[25i]I 
The  Commissioners  of  Nalionai  Edtealion— 

Female  Education  in  Oalivay,  Queicionf,  Mr. 

P.  Martin ;  Aniireri,  Mr.  J.  Lowther  Ftb  2), 

[250]  1107 
Dniversity  Education  {Irelend)  Act,  Qaestior  1. 

Mr.  P.  Martin  ;  Aniwere,  Mr.  J.  Lowib«r 

A/ar  12,  [251]  909 

Ireland — Borough  FranchiMe 

Moved,  **  That  the  restricted  nature  of  tie 
Borough  Franchise  in  Ireland  as  compare: 
with  that  existing  in  England  and  in  Sro*.- 
land  is  a  subject  deierving  the  immedii'.- 
attention  of  Parliament,  with  a  vie*  01 
establishing  a  bir  and  joat  equality  of  the 
franchise  in  tbe  three  eonntries**  [Hr. 
J/^Mon)  F<6  17,  [250]  811 

Amendt.  to  leare  out  from  *'That/'  and  add 
*'  it  is  inexpedient  to  deal  with  the  question 
of  lowering  the  francbiM  in  Ireland**  {Ur, 
Charles  Lewis)  v.  ;  Qaeetlon  proposed. 
"That  tbe  words,  Ac.;"  after  long  debate. 
Question  pat ;  A.  183,  N.  243 ;  M.  94 
(D.  L.  10) 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to 

Ireland — Peace  Pre*erraUim  [^Ireland)  Act 

More  J.  That  there  be  laid  before  the  lionse. 
Returns  showing  what  pf  of  Irelaad  are 
proclaimed  nnder  tho  Poaco  Pieseiiation 
Act*'  {The  Lord  Oraskmore  amd  Brencint^ 
Afar  15.  [251]  965 ;  after  tbort  debate,  Mo- 
tion agTMd  to 


Ireland — Potato  Crop 

Select  Committee  appointed,  **to  Inqnire  into 
tho  best  means  01  diminishing  tbe  rirqaeoev 
anii  extent  ot'  failures  in  ibt  Potato  Crop" 
.M'WSxflamyrebl^ 


Tsa 


JAO 
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JAM 


JUD 


Ireland,  SMe  of 

lfoT«d,  That  therv  be  Uid  before  the  Hoase, 
'*  Retarn  of  the  Dumber  of  ejeotments  from 
agricoltoral  holdingi  that  haTO  been  seryed, 
the  nnmber  in  which  deereea  have  been  pro- 
nounced, and  the  number  in  which  decrees 
haTC  been  executed  in  each  county  in  Ire- 
land  CTery  year  from  the  IsC  of  January 
1860  to  the  let  of  January  1880 :  the  Re- 
turn to  distioguisb  between  ejectments  for 
Don>payment  of  rent,  or  on  notice  to  quit,  or 
for  breach  of  contract,  or  for  any  other 
emaae  :  Also,  Return  of  the  number  of  cases 
of  intimidation  in  Ireland  to  prcTent  the 
payment  of  rent  or  occupation  ot  land  which 
came  under  the  notice  of  the  police  during 
the  year  1870,  and  the  number  of  prosecu- 
tions undertaken  and  convictions  obtained  in 
auch  cases  "  ( The  Earl  of  Dunraven)Feh  27, 
[^50]  1545  ;  after  short  debate.  Motion  with- 
drawn 

[See  title  Relief  0/ Distress  (Ireland) 

Ireland — The  Ennishoioen  Fishery  Pier, 
County  Donegal 

Amendt.  on  Committee  of  Supply  Mar  1,  To 
leave  out  from  "  That,"  and  add  "  greater 
facilitiea  than  are  now  available  should  be 
granted  to  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  the 
county  Donegal  for  raising  a  sum  of  money 
required  for  the  erection  of  a  fishery  pier 
and  harbour  at  Malin  Uead,  Ennishowen," 
(Mr,  (yOonpell)  v.,  [251]  39;  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  the  words,  &c. ;"  after  short 
debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 


Ireland — The  Prime  JUinisier^e  Letter  to 

the  Lord  Lieutenant 

Moved,  "  That  this  Ilouse  highly  disapproves  of 
the  attempt  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  stir  up 
leelings  of  hatred  between  'England  and  Ire- 
land for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  an  election 
ery  to  his  followers,  and  regards  with  indig- 
nation his  flagrant  misrepresentation  of  the 
loyal  efforts  of  the  Ilome  Rule  party  to  ex- 
tend the  blessings  ot  constitutional  govern- 
ment to  Ireland"  {Colonel  The  0'Qor$nan 
Mtthott)  Mar  19,  [2 $1"}  1223  [Ilouse  counted 
o«t] 


Lriah  Church  Act  (1869)  Amendment  Bill 

{Mr,  Phniet,  Sir  Arthur  Guinness^  Mr.  Maurice 
Brooksy  Mr,  Excart,  Mr.  Kavanagh) 

€,  Motion  for  Leave  {Mr.  Plunket)  Mar  3,  [251] 
274  ;  after  short  debate.  Motion  agreed  to  ; 
Bill  ordered  ;  read  1°»  (Bill  100] 

BUI  withdrawn,  after  short  debate  Mar  10,  762 


Jackson,  Sir  H.  M.,   Coventry 

Commerce  and  Free  Trade,  Motion  for  a  Select 

Committee,  [250]  016 
Hall-Markiog  (Gold  and  Silver),  [251]  150 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  IVactices 

(No.2;,  Comm.f/.  2,  [251]  1144,1161,1163; 

Amendt.  1169,  1160,  1162 


James,  Sir  H.,  Taunton 

Bankruptcy  Law  Amendment,  2R.  [350]  1(00 

County  Courts,  2R.  [250]  HOO 

Criminal  Code  2R.  [250]  1242,  12iS 

Parliament — Dissolution  of,  Explanation,  [351] 
662,  918 
Privilege— Mr.  Plimsoll,  [250]  1138 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate),  Res.  [250]  1701 

Parliament — Privilege  of  Parliament*— Immu- 
nity from  Arrest,  Res.  [250]  1313 

Parliamentary  Blections  and  Corrupt  Praotioes 
(No.  2),  2R.  [251]  866 

Supreme    Court    of   Judicature    Acta  —  Tbo 
Assizes,  [250]  809 


James,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Oateshead 

Charity  Expenses  and  Accounts,  [350]  608 
City  of  London — Gratuities  to  Officers  of  the 

Corporation,  [250]  1193 
Parochial  Citarities — City  of  London— Report 

of  Royal  Commission,  [a^o]  608 
Supply — Charity  Commission  for  England  and 

Wales,  [250]  1267,  1270 
Technical  Education,  Central  College  of,  [351] 

428 


Jenkins,  Mr.  D.  J.,  Penryn,  Sfc. 

Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk,  Motion  for  a 
Select  Committee,  [350]  1376 


Jenxins,  Mr.  E.,  Dundee 

Acrobatic  Performanoei— Witbdntwal  of  Bill, 
[251]  1018 

H.R.ll.  The  Princess  Frederioa  of  Haoofer, 
[251]  1211,1212,1220 

India  Office — Shipping  Contracts,  [350]  I4i4 

Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk,  Nomination  of 
Select  Committee,  Motion  for  Adjournment, 
[251]  634,  543 

Metropolitan  Waterworks  Purchase,  [351]  1093 

Parliament — Privilege — Interference  of  Peers 
in  Elections — Hon.  Major  Jooelyn,  Rea.  [350] 
1208 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Addresi  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  117 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 
(No.  2),  Comm.  [251]  1106;  cl.  2,  1117, 
1110,  1136,  1146  ;  Motion  for  reporting  Pro- 
gress, 1147,  1167,  1168;  Amendt.  1160, 
1161  ;  Contiid.  a(2(/.  c/.  1189 

Probates  of  Wills,  d:c.  2R.  [251]  1066,  1067 

Turkey — Correnpondence  as  to  Ahmed  Tewflk 
and  Dr.  Koella,  [250]  269 
Murder  of  Mr.  Ogle,  [250]  1671 


Johnstone,  Sir  H.,  Scarborough 
intoxicating    Liquors    (Licences),   Kes. 
624 


[«5i] 


Judicial  Factors  (Scotland)  Bill 

(Mr.  Jiamsay,  Mr.  Barter ,  Sir  Orakam 
Montgomery^  Mr.  Dalrymple) 

c.  Ordered  ;  rend  !»•  Feb  6  [Bill  60] 

Read  2°  •  Feb  25 
Committee  [Dropped] 


KAT       KNO 


{OENEBAL    INDEX) 


LAI       LAW 


ITatz  Naturalization  Bill 

i,  ProBented  (on  Petition),  and  read  1*  *  Mar  1 1 

Rend  2*  •  Mar  15 

Report  •  Mar  16 

Read  3*  •  Mar  17 
c.  Read  I^^  Mar  11 

Kavanagh,  Mr.  A.  M.,  Carlow  Co, 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Gomm.  d,  3,  [250] 
9i7 


Kay-Shtjttleworth,  Sir  U.  J.,  HaBtinga 

Educational  Returns,  [250]  915 

Kenealy,  Dr.  E.  V.,  Stohe-upon-Treni 
Game  Laws,  Res.  [251]  108 

KENBixoTONy  Lord,  Haverfordwest 

Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk,  Nomination  of 
Select  Committee,  [251]  530 

KiMBEBLEY,  Earl  of 

Africa,  South — Basutoland,  [250]  258 

Beer  Dealers'  Retail  Licences,  2R.  [251]  547; 
Gomm.  007 

Capital  Punishment — Prisons  Act,  1868 — Exe- 
cution in  Cheetham  and  Kirkdale  Gaols,  Res. 
[251]  670 

Criminal  Law — Execution  in  Gaols — ^William 
Cassidy,  [251]  128 

Eastern  Question,  Motion  for  an  Address,  [251] 
1001 

Ilighways  and  LocomotiTcs  (Amendment)  Act, 
1878,  Motion  for  an  Address,  [251]  004 

Hong  Kong— The  Contagious  Diseases  Ordi- 
nance, 1867,  Address  for  Papers,  [251] 
1255 

Ireland,  Distress  in,  [250]  505 

Ireland,  State  of,  Motion  for  Returns,  [250] 
1563 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 
(No.  2),  2R.  [251]  1215 ;  3R.  Amendt.  1236, 
1230 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Report,  [251]  410 

Tripartite  Treaty  of  1856,  [250]  780 

KiNOSCOTE,  Colonel  R.  N.  F.  Gloucester- 
shire y  W. 
Bristol  Corporation,  2R.  [251]  144 

KiBK,  Mr.  G.  H.,  Louth 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  cl.  3,  [250] 
974  ;  Consid.  add  cl.  1228 

Knatchbull-Hugessek,  Right  Hon.  E. 
H.,  Sandicich 
Bristol  Corporation,  2R.  [251]  142 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate;,  Kcs.  [250]  1613 

Knovles,  ]\rr.  T.,    JTiffan 

Rnilwav  Servants  (Componsntion  for  Injury), 

Kr»..f25l]7.'^7 


Laiko,  Mr.  S.,  Orhneyy  Sec, 

India — Afghanistan — The  War  —  Eipeoses  of 

Military  Operations,  Res.  [251]  038 
Malta,  Despatch  of  Indian  Troops  to— Retara 

of  Costs,  [251]  808 
National  Debt,  SR.  [251]  1338 


Landed  Proprieton  (Irelaiid) 

{Mr,  P,  J.  Smyth,  Mr,  Martin,  Mr,  Ay,  Th* 

0*  D^twghm) 

e.  Ordered ;  read  !•  •  Feb  6  [BiU  45] 

3R.  Wed.  April  31 

Landlord  and  Tenant  dreland)  Act  (1870) 
Amendment  Bill 

(Mr,  Lani$l  Taylor,  Sir  Thowtms  M*Clmre,  Mr. 
Bef\famin  Whitworth,  Mr,  Lem) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1* •  Feb  e  [BiU  SI] 

3R.  Wed.  July  7 


LANEa)owi7E,  MarqueBB  of 

Army — Auxiliary  Foroet — Volontcer  Reritv 

on  Easter  Monday — StmtemeDt,  [35 1]  956 
Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  3R.  [25i]ll»3 
Municipal  (Torporationt  (Property  QwUiflcatioa 

Abolition),  3R.  [251]  1076 
Parliamentary  £lectioni  and  Cormpt  Praetiess 

(No.  3),  8R.  [251]  1287 
Relief  of  Distress  (Irelaod).  SR.  [251]  8 
Royal  School  of  Mines,  Jennyn  Street,  Motiea 

for  a  Paper,  [251]  968 
Seeds  (Ireland),  Comm.  [250]  1183 


Law,  Bight  Hon.  H.,  Laniotsimr^  C; 

Parliament — Queen's  Speeeb,  Addren  ui  Aa- 
Bwer  to,  [250]  897 

Relief  of  Distreia  (Ireland),  Comm.  d.  8,  [150] 
937  ;  Amendt.  935,  989,  946,  963 ;  d.  9, 
1013;  Amendt.  1160  ;  c/.  14.  Amendt.  O. 

Ulster  Tenant  Right,  3R.  [151]  36S 


Law  and  Justice 

New  Courts  of  Justice  (Buildit^),  QnmtiM, 
Mr.  Osborne  Morgan  ;  A  newer,  Mr.  Qciwd 
Hoel  Feb  10,  [251]  380 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Acts  —  Tke 
Assizes,  Qoestion,  Sir  Uenry  Jamei;  An- 
swer, Mr.  Assheton  Crnaa  Fob  17._rt|o]  809 

The  Colonial  Bar,  Qoeation,  Mr.  Errinften : 
Answer,  Sir  Michael  Hiokn-Bendi  JTnr  8, 
[251]  550 

Lmw  and  Police 

Carrying  of  Arms — Revolvers^  Qneition,  Mr. 

Gregory ;  Answer.Mr.AtshetonCroM/'dllO, 

[250]  379 
Instruction  of  the  Police  in  Amhuietmee  JhrHf, 

Question,  Mr.  Elliot ;  Answer,  Mr.  AathttOB 

Cross  Feb  37,  [250]  1573 
T/te  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Beat  Am  mad 

the  London  !>teamboat  Cbnycmy,  Qncetisn, 

Sir  George  Bowyer;  Answnr,  Sir  Maltktv 

White  Ridley  Mar  19.  [951]  1990 


LAW        LEF 


(SESSION    1880) 
350— «S»« 


LEI 


UN 


Law  of  lyectment  Snspension  (Ireland) 

Bill  (Mr,  SuUivan,  Mr.  Kirk,  Mr. 

(y  Sullivan,  Mr,  0*  Shaughneisy) 

€,  Ordered  ;  read  1»  •  Feb  6  [Bill  11] 

2[i.  Wed,  April 2\ 

Lawbence,  Sir  J.  J.  T.,  Surrey ,  Mid, 
Poor  Law  OfBoeri,  Soperannuation  of — The 
Tenterden  Guardians,  [251]  1011 

Lawsok,  Sir  W.,   Carlisle 

lotemperance,  Lords  Committee  on,  [250]  267 
Intoxicating   Uqoort   (Liceoces),    Res.    [251] 

441,  473,  010 
Merchant  Shipping — Grain  Cargoes,  [250]  1447 
Parliament— Fablic  Business,  [250]  S86 

LxA,  Mr.  T.,  Donegal 

Ligbtboaaes,  Ireland  (West  Coaat),  [250]  14S5 
Mercantile   Marine' — The   Electric    Light   in 
Ligbthonses,  [251]  439 

Leases  Bill        {Mr,  Marten,  Sir  Henry  Jack- 
tan,  Mr,  Gregory,  Mr,  Charlet  Lewis) 

9.  Ordered  ;  read  P*  Feb  6  [Bill  30] 

Moved,  <*That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2«" 
Feb  )  8,  [250]  886 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  "  now,"  and  add  «  upon 
tbisdaj  six  months"  {Mr,  AlcUrman  Cotton); 
Question  proposed,  "  That  '  now,'  &c,  ; " 
after  short  debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2^ 
and  committed  to  a  Select  Committee 

And,  on  Mar  2,  Committee  nominated  as  fol- 
lows : — Mr.  Allcroft,  Mr.  Attorney  General, 
Mr.  Alderman  Cotton,  Mr.  Freshfield,  Mr. 
Gregorj,  Sir  Henry  Jackson,  Mr.  Law,  Sir 
James  Lawrence,  Mr.  Leveson  Gower,  Mr. 
Charles  Lewis,  Mr.  Marten,  Mr.  Osborne 
Morgan,  Mr.  0*Clery,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr. 
Ryder 

Lbatham,  Mr.  E.  A.,  Huddersfield 
Church  of  England — Sale  of  Livings — Royal 

Commission,  [250]  922 
Intoxicating  Liquors  (Licences),  Res.  [251]  481 

liEOHicBSEy  Sir  E.,  Worcestershire,  W, 
Liverpool  Corporation  Water,  2R.  [250]  1291 

LsFEYBE,  Mr.  G.  J.  Shaw,  Reading 

Customs  and  Inland  Revenue,  Consid.  [251] 
1193;  Amendt.  1194;  SR.  1213 

Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk,  Motion  for  a 
Select  Committee,  [250]  1370 

Metropolis  Waterworks  Purchase,  Leave,  [251] 
237,  238 

Navy  Estimates— Dockyards,  Ac.  [251]  667 
Sea  and  Coast  Guard  Services,  [251]  628, 
634 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [2503221,323 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 
(No.  2),  Comin.  cl.  2.  [251]  1129,  1136.  1137, 
1141,  1146,  1160,  1166,  1167;  Consid.  1182 

Probates  of  Wills,  Ac.  2K.  [251J  lo.'',8 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Leave,  [250]  241  ; 
Comro.  cl,  3,  Amondt.  726,  936 


Leighton,  Sir  B.,  Shropahtre^  8. 

Commerce  and  Agriculture,  Proposed  Miniiter 

of,  [251]  916 
Liverpool  Corporation  Water,  3R.  [350]  1286, 
1294 

Leighton,  Mr.  S.,  Shropshire,  N. 

Ancient  Monuments,  Comm.  el.  2,   Amendt. 
[250]  773 

Leslie,  Sir  J.,  Monaghan 

Volunteer  Corps  (Ireland),  2R.  Amendt.  [251] 
116 

Lewis,  Mr.  0.  E.,  Londonderry 

Borough  Franchise  (Ireland),  Res.  [250]  828 ; 

Amendt.  826,  835 
Parliament — Privilege — Mr.    Pllmsoll,    [250] 
1142,1143 
Queen's   Speech,  Address  in   Anawer   to, 
[250]  196 
Parliament — Privilege — Interference  of  Peen 
in  Elections — Hon.  Major  Jocelyn,  Rea.  [250] 
1208 
Parliament — Privilege  of  Parliament — Immu- 
nity from  Arrest,  Res.  Amendt.  [250]  1307, 
1316 

Lewisham,  Viscount,  Kent,  JT. 
Army— Voluntary  Retirement  of  OfBcera,  [250] 
1443 

Licensing  Laws  Amendment  Bill 

{Mr,  StaveUy  Hill,  Mr,  Mundella,  Mr.  Isaac) 

€,  Considered  in  Committee  Feb  17,  [250]  877 
Moved,  '*  That  the   Chairman  be  directed  to 
move  the  House,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Licensing  Laws"  {Mr. 
Staveley  Hill) ;  after  short  debate,  Question 
put ;  A.  208,  N.  7  ;  M.  201  (D.  L.  11) 
Res.  reported  ; Bill  ordered;  read  V  [Bill  76] 
2R.  Wed.  April  28 

Licensing  Laws — Closing  of  Puhlie- Houses 

on  Sunday 
Resolution  withdrawn,  Mr.  Stevenson  Mar  9, 

[251]  680 

Lighthouses 

Motion  for  Papers,  Mr.  T.  Brassey   Mar  4, 
[251]  305  ;  after  debate.  Motion  withdrawn 

Limitation  of  Actions  Bill  [h.l.] 

(  The  Lord  Chancellor) 

I.  Presented;  read  !•  Feb2Z,[tso\  1164  (No.  17) 
Read  2*  •  Mar  8 
Committee  •  ;  Report  Mar  12  (No.  43) 

Lindsay,  Colonel  K.  J.  Loyd  (Financial 
Secretary  for  War),  Berkshire 

Army — Mircollnneous  Questions 

Courts  Marliai,  Returns  of,  [250]  907 
Retirement— Hoyal  Warrant,  [251]  430 
Sceondod  Officers,  [250]  516 

Armv  Kfitimatcs—CIothing  Establishments,  Ac. 
[i5iJ107 

Contagious  Diseases  Acts,  [251]  10 11 


(GENERAL    INDEX] 


Liverpool  Corporaiim  {Lean;  Ife.)  \_Com- 
potition  of  Stamp  Duty'} 
Matter  conudered  in  Cammilte«  ;  a  RewtulioD 
■greed  to  Xar  1 1 ,  [15 1  ]  698 

Liverpool     Corporation    Water    Bill    (by 

Order) 
c.  Mooed,   "That    the   Bill   be  now   raid   2°" 

Fei  34,  [150]  1278 

Amcndt.  to  I»tb  out  "now,"  and  add  "npoD 

tliia  da;  ail  montbi  "   {Mr.  Rowley  HUt)  i 

QueitioD  propoied,  "That  'now'  to. ;" after 

dedite,  An^iendt.  vithdrniTii 

Mala  Queatlon  put,  and  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  3° 

Moved,  "  That  the  Bill  bs  referred  to  a  Select 

Committee  of  nine   Member*,   Five  to  be 

Dominated  bj  Iho  HouM  and  Four  bj  the 

CDininitteB  of  Sclcotlon,  and  that  lucb  oftbe 

Petilioneri  na  ahall  have  prcienled  their  Peli- 

lioni  against  the  Bill  mij,  if  tbef  think  Bt, 

ha  heard  before  inch   Committee   bj  their 

Counael"    (JTr.     Sclaier-Bootk)  ;     Holi 

Ordered,  That  aueh  of  the  Petitlonen  a*  ahall 
baTO  preaented  their  Peliliona  againit  the 
Bili  DD  or  before  the  Brat  it}  of  Mareh  next 
maf,  if  the;  think  flt,  be  heard  before  aucb 
Committee  bj  their  Countet,  and  Counael 
maj  be  heard  Id  lupport  of  the   Bill  againat 

That  it  be  an  InatrDotion  to  the  Committee, 
that  Ibof  hate  power  to  inijuire  into  and  re- 
port upon  the  preaent  and  proipectife  luffl- 
cioDcj  of  the  water  aepplj  of  the  diitriot 
which  the  Corporation  of  Lirerpool  Art 
autboriied  to  eupplj ,  and  into  the  exiatence 
of  anj  other  aTailahle  aouroe  of  aupplj  ;  and 
whether,  hating  regard  to  the  Tarioni 
tntereats  affected  b;  the  aoheme,  and  to  the 
prcaent  and  proapecliio  rc<|airementB  of  the 
popalation  in  the  Serern  Valley  ai  to  water 
Buppir,  Ashing,  na*igalion,  and  the  scouring 
effect  of  floods,  com pulaorj  powers  should  be 
giien  to  lake  water  from  the  Riier  Vyrn*j 
and  its  tributaries  ;  and,  if  so,  to  what  ex- 
tent, and  ander  what  eonditiona,  aa  to  eom- 
peosaiion  water,  or  otherwiae  i  and  alao  what 
proiiaiona  are  requiaite  for  enforcing  and 
■ecuring  such  eonditiona "  IMr.  Setater- 
Boolh) 

Llotd,  Ur.  M.,  Beatunarit 

Farliamantarj  Electionsand  Corrupt  Praoticea 
(No.  2),  l^are,  [»si]  780  ;  aR.  859,  867  ; 
Comm.  1107  ;  cl.  2,  llUt  ;  Amendt.  1138, 
IHO;  ConBid.arfd.tf.  1180 

Probate*  of  Wills,  Ac.  311.  [151]  1098 

Lloyd,  Mr.  S.  S.,  Flymouth 

Bankruptcy  Law  Amendmeiil,  3R.  [150]  Sfll 

Count;  Courta,  2R.  [150]  HUO 

NaT7  Estimate*— Sea  and  Coast  Guard  Ser. 


Loan*  for  Local  fP'orh 

Question,    Mr.    Chhrnbcrlsiu ;    Antwer,   The 

Chancellor  of  the  Kxcliequcr  F<1>  13,  [150] 


'  Loaittfor  Local  Woiie—wxtt. 

Select  Committee  appnotad,  **  to  inoaire  JBte 
the  s;*tem  under  vhieh  Loan*  fur  loesl 
Works  are  now  advanced  ont  of  the  CoB- 
Bolidaled  Fund,  or  on  the  aaCDHl;  of  ilie 
Consolidated  Fund  ;  and  to  Report : — 

1.  Whether  the  afstem  hitherto  in  fore*  ha* 
been  oondusted  wilhonl  losa  to  the  Eiebe- 
quer,  painting  out,  if  ihera  bma  becD  loa*,lb* 
eaaaea  which  bar*  led  to  it : 

3.  Whether  it  is  clear  that  the  prcaent  system. 
if  continued,  will  b*  carried  on  without  l(4> 
to  the  Eiobcqaer  or  iqjtirf  to  the  pablia 
oredit : 

S.  Whether  hrtber  hdlitle*  might  bM  *iib 
advantage  be  given  to  loeai  aatboritiaB  so  as 
to  enable  them  to  borrow,  npmi  tbeir  owe 
local  seenrity,  without  having  recoun*  la 
the  Exchequer  ;  and  whether  anj,  and  if  k, 
what  atoandmenl*  are  required  in  '  Th* 
Looal  iMn)  Aot,  1875 '  "  {Mr.  C'Aaiawtier  t( 
At  Ereheguer)  FA  IS 

And.  on  liar  6,  Committaa  nominated  aa  &!• 
low*:  — Hr.  Chancellor  of  the  Excbrqstr, 
Hr.  Balfour,  Mr,  ChamberUin,  Sir.  Chdden, 
Sir  Edward  Oolebrooke,  Mr.  DBlrymple.  Mr. 
Gra;,  Mr.  Hanbnr;,  Sir  Gralwn  Meet- 
gomarr,  Mr.  faget,  Mr.  P«Me,  Mr.  Oidltr. 
Mr.  Rjlanda,  Mr.  Sclatar- Booth,  Mr.  itrnw 
Lcfavre,    Mr.  Speooer  Stukvpe,  aad   Mr. 

Local  Conxtf  of  Buknipt^  (Inland) 

Bill  [■■!.■]  {The  Ltrd  CknuoBer) 

L  Preiented  ;  read  1>*  JU  10  (Ko.  II) 

Read  3*  ■  Fdi  S6 
Oommiiteei  Report,  aftar  abort  J»t»t«  Stert, 

[»ji]*13 
Read  3*  •  Mar  1 1 
e.  Read  !•■  Jfurll  (BiU  IIOJ 

Queationi,  Mr.  Callan ;   Ana»««,  Tbt  Chia- 

cellar  of  the  Exeheqaar  Jfor  19,  •■  t 
Bill  withdrawn  ■  ifor  16 

Loeal  GoTSnimeBt  Arau  (CoaunMcB] 

Bill 

{Lord  EdmMd  PiUmauriee.  JTr.  Ad,  JTr.  Oert 

Seed,  Mr.  SaakHnue) 
e.  OrdeMd;rscdl**/UC  [Bill  U] 

3R.  Wed.  Uay  » 

Local  GoTernnwitt  (IroUad)  FrovlaiMal 
Orden  (Banbri^,  Ac,)  BiU  [aj.) 

{TieLirdFneUemti 
I.  Presented ;  re»l  1»  JIar  S  (Ha.  H) 

Read3>*ifdr0 
Committee*;  Report Ifer  17 

Local  loqnirita  (IrebUBd)  Mil 

{ifr.   F.  /.  SmgtA,  Otnut  Xiif^armem,  Mr. 

Jaupk  CoKm,  Sir  Sanowrl  JotmelmH,  Dr. 

CamtroH,   Sir  Jotfl,  M'Xtimi) 
t.  Ordcied :  read  1*  ■  Fti  0  [810  til 

3R.  Wed.  J/rftS8 


LON  LOW        {  S  E  3  S  I  0 

Zandon,  City  of^Oraiuitm  to  Offieera  of 

th$  Corporation 
Qaaction,   Mr.  W.    n.   James;   Answer,  Mr. 
Aflshtton  Gross  Feb  28,  [t$o\  1108 

LoiTQFOBD,  Earl  of 

Army — Short  Service  System — Report  of  De- 
partmental Committee,  [251]  007 

Army  Discipline  and  Regulation  (Annual),  2R. 
[251]  054;  8R.  1080 

iMrd  Clmrk  Regigter  (Scotland)  Act,  1879 
Questions,     Mr.     M'Ljiren ;     Answers,    Mr. 

Assheton  Cross  Mar  16,  [251]  1008 
Tks  Rsguiationt,  Question,  Mr.  Eraser  Mac- 
kintosh ;  Answer,  The  Lord  AdTocate  Feb  27, 
[S50]  1068 

TjofTHiAN,  Marquess  of 

Registrar  General,  OflSoe  of— Dr.  Farr,[35o]580 

LowTHEB,  Eight  Hon.  J.  (Chief  Secre- 
6ury  for  Xreland),  York  City 
Ireland^ Miscellaneoas  Questions 

Commissioners  of  National  Education— Fe. 

male  EdacatioB  In  Gal  way,  [230]  1107, 

1108 
Crime — Attack  on  Tenant  Right  Meeting 

at  PorUdown»  [250]   1670;   [251]  303, 

427,  1014 
Criminal  Law — Police  and  Crown  Witnesses, 

[250  1018 
Distross»  Relief  of,  [250]  692,  1194,  1196; 

[251]  26  ;— Clifden  Board  of  Guardians, 

804  ;~Distribution  of  Seeds,  803,  910  ; 

Dundalk  Union,  912; — Kilkenny  Union, 

[2503921  :— Longford  Union,  160,  619  ; 

— Nenagb,  1669  ; — Newcastle  West  and 

Londoodei^ry,  916,  917  ; — Papers,  161  ; 

— Presentment  Sessions — Loans  for  Sa- 

nitary  Works,  616  ; — Return  of  Loans, 

[251]  911  ;— Seed  PoUtoes,  304 

Education  Department — Salaries  of  In- 
spectors of  Elementary  Education,  [251] 
909 

Grand  Juries  and  Presentment  Sessions, 
[250]  686 

Landlord  and  Tenant — Notice  to  Quit,  [250] 
1189 

Local  GoTernment  Board,  [250]  1192 

Muilingar  Assizes,  [251]  8u0 

Poor  l^iw— Union  o!  Bailieboro,  [250]  908 

Poor  Law  Unions  and  the  Seed  Supply 
Bill,  [25031108 

Prisons  Act— infirmary  and  Gaol  Surgeons, 

[150]  1103 
Prisons — Abolition  of  Spike  Island  Prison, 

[250]  686 
Seed     Potatoes     Act  —  Castletown  -  Btrc- 

haYen  Union,  [251]  664 
Unirersity  Kducation  Act,  [251]  909 
Ireland — Borough  Franchise,   Kes.  [250]  860, 

870,  874 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  186,  '^34,  294,  2U6,  871 
250]  Belief  ot  Distress  (In  land),  Leave,  241  ;  2U. 
.      666  ;  Conim.  706,  710 ;  cl.  3,  7*28,  755,  768, 
.      926,  931,  934.  I»y6,  l«36,  l»31»,  942,  960,  985, 
.      986  ;  el.  4,  069,  991  ;  cl.  6,  996  ;  cl.  9,  999, 
.       1001,  1004.  1008,  1012,  1U18,  1169;  el.  17, 
1162  ;  Conoid,  c/.  15,  1230 

VOL.   ecu.   [TTiiin)  SKKIE8.]  [<•o»»^ 


N     1  8  8  0  J         LOW 
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LowTHBR,  Right  Hon.  J. — eoni, 

251]  Lords  Amendts.  Coniid.  878,  879,  880,  889, 

.      892,  894 
250]  Seed  Potatoes  ( Ireland),  2R. 46 1 ;  Gomm.el.3, 
.     661  ;  el.  6,  663,  667  ;  el.  7.  662 ;  el.  8,  664  : 
.     el.  13,  Amendt.  666,  666, 773 ;  Gonsid.  cl.  6, 
880,  884 
Supply — Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  [251] 
871 
County  Court  OfBeers,  Ao.  Ireland,  [251] 

361,364 
National  Education  in  Ireland,  [251]  877, 

379,  381 
National  School  Teachers'  Superannuation 

Office,  Dublin,  [251]  382,  888,  886,  390 
Public  Works   Ofllee,   Ireland,  [151]  93S, 
334,  84 1 
Volunteer  Corps  (Ireland),  9R.  [151]  129 

Lubbock,  Sir  J.,  Maidstone 

Ancient  Monuments,  2R.  [250] 870,371 ;  Comm. 

el.  2,  776,776 ;  el.  4,  1019  ;  8R.  1888 
Army — Auxiliary  Forces— Easter  Monday  Vo- 
lunteer RcTlew,  [2513690 
Chartered  Banks  (Colonial),  2R.  [250]  677 
Companies  Act  Amendment,  2R.  [250]  386 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Praetioes 
(No.  2),  Comm.  el  2,  [251]  1122,  1140 

Ltmacy  Law  Amendment  Bill 

(Mr.   Billtcyn,  Sir    Oeorge    Balfour,    Mr, 
Hertchell) 

e.  Ordered;  read  \^^  Feb  ^  [Bill  7] 

2R.  Wed.  Ap^-il  14 

Lunacy,  Masters  in — Appointment  of  Mr, 
Henry  Graham 
Question,  Mr.  Anderson  ;  Answer,  The  Oban- 
eellor  of  the  Exchequer  Feb  16,  [251]  679 

Lusk,  Sir  A.,  Finshury 

Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  Sheriffs'  Ex- 
penses, Ac.  [251]  348 
Law  Charges,  [251]  342,  344 
Prisons,  England,  [251]  364 

Mc Arthur,  Mr.  A.,  Leicester 
Africa,  South—Zulu  War — Field  of  Isandhlwana, 

[250]  1441 
Central  Election — Good  Friday— Bank  Holi* 

day,  [251]  1207 
Torres  Straits  Islands,  [250]  608 

Mc  Arthur,  Mr.  Alderman  W.,  Lamheth 

Austria — Religious   Persecution   in    Bohemia, 

[250]  o»* 

Macartney,  Mr.  J.  W.  E.,  Tyrone 
Ancient   Monuments,   Comm.   el.  1,  Amendt. 

[250]  773;  el.  4,  Amendt.  1019 
Relief  of  IMsirrss  (Ireland),  Comm.  el.  3,  [250] 

742,  760,910 
Supply — National  Education  in  Ireland,  [25 1  ] 

378   380 
UUtrr  Tenant  Right,  2R.  [251]  243,  273 
Volunteer  Corps  (Ireland),  2U.  [251]  118,  121 

2   X 


MAO        MAO 


{  GENERAL    INDEX] 
350—351. 


MAC       MAS 


MaoOabtht,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Mallow 

Parlinment — Qaeen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  133,  310 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Leave,  [350]  243 

McCarthy,  Mr.  Justin,  Longford 

Africa,  South— Basutoland,  [251]  1205 
Borough  Franchise  (Ireland),  Kes.  [250]  836 
Ireland — Kelicf  of  Distress — Longford  Union, 

[350]  150,610 
Parliament— Privilege  —  Mr.   Plimsoll,  [350] 
1130 
Queen's    Speech,    Address  in  Answer   to, 
[250]  137,  187 
Parlinment — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 

Debate),  Res.  [250]  1490,  1C63 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2).  Comm.  cl  2,  [251]  1120 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  [250]  723 

McCltjre,  Sir  T.,  Londonderry  Co. 

Crime  (Ireland) — Attack  on  Tenant  RightMeet- 
ing  at  Portadown,[25i]  303,  427 

Grand  Juries  and  Presentment  Sessions  (Ire- 
land), [250]  685 

Ulster  Tenant  Right,  2R.  [251]  254 

MacDonald,  Mr.  A.,    Stafford 

Coal  Mines — Lejcett  Collierj  Explosion,  [350] 
1101 

Commerce  and  Free  Trade,  Motion  for  a  Select 
Committee,  [250]  613,  036 

Merchant  Shipping  Acts — "  Hindoo,"  The, 
[351] 686 

Minos  Acr,  1872 — Employment  of  Boys  in 
Minos,  [250]  1191 

Milling  Accidents  Commission,  [350]  1295, 
1200 

Naval  Discipline.  [250]  500 

Parliament— Quoen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  1,S5 

Supply — Temporary  Commissions,  [351]  406 

Mao  Iver,  Mr.  D.,  Birkenhead 

India — Afghanistan  —  The  War — Expenses  of 

Military  Operations,  lies.  [251]  041 
Treaty  of  Berlin — Bulgaria  —  Varna  Railway 

Company,  [251]  014 
Ways  nnd  Means — Financial  Statement,  Comm. 

[251]  843 

McKexna,  Sir  J.  N.,    Youghal 

Civil  Sorvice  Writors,  [250]  077 

rarliamcnt — Privilege  —  Mr.    Plimsoll,   [250] 

114'.) 
Parliamont — Business  of  tho  Ilouse  (Order  in 

Dchaie).  Ros.  [250]  1045 
Parliami'iit — I'rivilo;:*) — Intorfcronce  of  Peers 

in    Elections— Hon.    Major    Jocelyn,    Res. 

[250]  1214 
Seed  Potatoes  (Ireland),  Consid.rZ.  6,[2So]880 
Taxation  (Great  Britain  and  Ireland),  Motion 

for  a  Select  Committoe,  [251]  C<.»5,  713 
Ulster  Tenant  Uighr,  2R.  [251J  257 

Mackixtosii,  ISIr.  C.  Fraseu-,  Inverness^ 

Ballot  Act — Good   Fri«Jay — General   Election, 
[251]  1090 


Maokiittosh,  Mr.  C.  Fbaiie-, — ccml. 

Lord   Clerk  Register  (Scotland)  Act,   1879, 

[350]  1568 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practice! 

(No.  2),  Comm.  eL  2,  [351]  1116 
Patents  ior  Inventions,  2U.  Amendt.  [351]  748 

MoIiARENy  Mr.  D.,  Edinh%Mrgh 
Census  (Scotland),  [351]  657 
Lord  Clerk    Register  (Scotland)    Act,  1870, 

[351]  1008 
Taxation  (Great  Britain  and  Ireland),  Motion 
for  a  Select  Committee,  [251]  704,  710 

MAKnis,  Lieut.-Oolonel  W.  T.,  -£>««:,  5. 

Army — Knightsbridge  Barracks,  [251]  150 
Gaslight  and  Coko,  Commercial  Gas,  and  Sooth 

Metropolitan  Gaslight  and  Coke  Companiei, 

2R.  Amendt.  [350]  783,  790 

MALliESBITBY,  Earl  of 

Army— Purchase  Officers'  Widows,  [350]  660 

Maitnebs,  Eight  Hon.  Lord  J.  J.  B. 
(Postmaster  Oeneral),  Zeieester- 
shire,  J^. 

Copyright,  Law  of,  [350]  883 

Mercantile  Marine^Carriage  of  Goods  to  tbs 

East,  [251]  23 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Iloiise  (Order  in 

Debate),  Res.  [250]  1524,  1649,  1682, 1700 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corropt  Practieei 

(No.  2),  Consid.[s5i]I187 
Post  Office — Miscellaneous  Quettioni 
Ireland — Emyvnle,  [250]  918 
Mails  for  Gibraltar,  [250]  933 
New  Penny  Postage  Stamp,  [350]  683,  681 
Post   Office  Savings  Banks,  [,350]  811;— 

Regulations,  12u8 
Post  Office  Telegrams— Disclosure  of  Pri- 
vate Telegrams,  [250]  1437 
Private  Telegraph  ^¥ire•,  [350]  1191,  119S 

Marriage  Laws  AmendmeiLt  Bill 

{Mr,  Blennerha9Mett,   Mr,  Morley,    Mr,    M^, 

Mr.  Mundellu,  Mr.  CogmCi 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  •  Feb  0  [Bill  23] 

2R.  Wed.  June  9 

Married  Women's  Property  Acts  (1870 
and  1874)  Amendment  Bill 

{Mr.  Hibbert,  Mr,  Ooldnef,  Mr.  Oebome  Morfn) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1°  •  Feb  6  [Bill  18] 

2R.  Wed. /ttiitf3 

Married  Women's  Property  (ScotUnd) 

Bill  (Mr,  Ander9on,   Sir  Robert  An* 

8truther,  Mr,  Orr  Bwing,  Mr.  M^Lmrm,  Mr. 

Lyon  Flay/air) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  !•  •  J'«6  6  [Bill  44] 

2K.  Wed.  June  Q 

Marten,  Mr.  A.  G.,  Cambridge 

Leases.  2R.  [250]  886,  890 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  AddreM  in  As- 
Kwer  to,  [250]  414 
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Mabtdt,  Mr.  P.,  Kilkenny  Co, 
IreUnd— Miteellaneoos  Questions 

BoArd  of  Works — Consolidation  Acts,  [350] 

618 
Commissioners    of   National    Education — 
Female  Education  in  Galwaj,  [250]  1107. 
1108 
Relief  of  Distress — Kilkenny  Union,  [250] 
920,  031 ;— Distribution  of  Seeds,  [251] 
009,  910 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [2503128,  184 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 

Debate),  Res.  [350]  1647,  1694 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  2R.    [250]  548; 
Comm.c/.  3,  933  ;  cl.  9, 1005, 1006  ;  Consid. 
adtLcl,  1227,  1231 
Ulster  Tenant  Right,  2R.  [251]  268 
UniTersity  Education  (Ireland)  Act,  [251]  909 
Supply — Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  [251] 
374 
County   Court  Offices.  &e.  Ireland,  [251] 

362 
National  Education  in  Ireland,  [251]  381 
Public  Works   Office,   Ireland,  [251]  334, 
337 
Volunteer  Corps  (Ireland),  2R.  [251]  118 

Medical  Jet  (1858)  Amendment  Bill 
Question,   The  Marquess  of  Ripon  ;    Answer, 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  Feb  6, 
[350]  144 


Medical  Act  (1858)  Amendment  Bill 

(Dr.  Luihf  Sir  Trevor  JAwreneey  Sir  Jottph 

IPEenna) 

€.  Ordered  ;  read  1»*  Ftb  6  [Bill  10] 

Read2»»/V*ll 

Referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Medical 
Act  (1858;  Amendment  (No.  3)  Bill  Feb  19 
Bill  reported,  without  Amendment,*  and  not 
further  proceeded  with  Mar  12 

Medical  Act  (1858)  Amendment  (No.  2) 

Bill         {Mr.  Arthur   Mills,  Mr.  Childers, 
Mr.  Ooldney) 

€,  Ordered  ;  read  1°»  Feb  6  [Bill  37] 

Read  2®*,  and   referred   to  the  Select   Com- 
mittee on  Medical  Act  (1858)    Amendment 
(No.  3)  Bill  Feb  12 
Bill  reported,  without  Amendment,*  and  not 
farther  proceeded  with  Mar  12 

Medical  Act  (1858)  Amendment  (No.  3) 

Bill        (Lord  George  Hamilton^  Sir  Henry 

Selwin  •  Ibbetton ) 

€.  Ordered  ;  read  I*'  •  Feb  10  [Bill  67] 

Read    2«*,   and  referred   to  a  Select    Comm. 

Feb  12 
And,  on  Feb  19,  Committee  nominated  ns  fol- 
lows:—Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Dalryniple,  Mr. 
Errington,  Mr.  William  Edward  Foisler, 
Mr.  (ioldiiey,  Lord  Giorge  llamilton,  Mr. 
Mitchell  Henrj,  Mr.  Ilejrgate,  Sir  Trevor 
Lawrence,  .Mr.  Lowe,  Dr.  Luih,  Mr.  John 


Medical  Act  (1838)  Amendment  (No.  8)  BiU^ 
oont. 

Maitland,  Mr.  Arthur  Mills,  Dr.  L/on  Play- 

fiiir,    Mr.    Darid    Plunket,    Mr.    Serjeant 

Simon,  and  Mr.  Wheelhonae 
Report  of  Select  Comm.  (P.  P.  121) 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment,*  and  not 

further  proceeded  with  Mar  12 

Medical  Appointments  Qnaliflcations  Bill 

{Mr.  Errington,  Mr.  Blenmrhoitett) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •FebU  [Bill  71] 

Read2o»P«A17 
Referred  to  the  Select  Committee  00  Medical 

Act  (1868)  Amendment  (No.  3)  Bill  Feb  19 
Bill   reported,  without  Amendment,*  and  not 

further  proceeded  with  Mar  12 

]\i£LDON,  Mr.  C.  H.,  Kildare 

Borough  Franchise  (Ireland),  Res.  [350]  811, 

873 
Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation),  9R.  [351] 

1070,  1071 
Ireland — Overflow  of   the    River  Barrow  at 

Monasterevan,  Kildare,  [251]  1097 
Licensing  Laws  Amendment,  Leave,  [350]  877 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An* 

swer  to,  [250]  161,  189 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Praetioei 

(No.  2),  Comm.  [251]  IIU 
Relief  ot  Distress  (Ireland)— Rathangan,  Kil- 
dare, [251]  1096 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  2R.  [250]  663 ; 

Comm.  el.  3,  732,  772 
Seed  Potatoes  ( Ireland),  Comm.  el.  6,  [250]  664  ; 

el.  13,  666,  668 

Mercantile  Marine 

Carriage  of  Oocdt  to  the  Eaei,  Question,  Mr. 
II  op  wood ;  Anbwer,  Lord  John  Manners 
ifar  1,  [2Si]22 

Light  Due$  on  Shipping,  Question,  Mr.  C. 
Tennant ;  Answer,  Viscount  Sandon  Mar  4, 
[251]  299 

LigltiB  of  Fishing  Vettelt  at  iS«a,  Question,  Sir 
Edward  Watkin  ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot 
Feb  6,  [250]  U8;  Question,  Sir  Edward 
Watkin  ;  Answer,  Viiicount  Sandon  Feb  20, 
1099 ;  —  The  Commistion,  Question,  Mr. 
Birkbeck  ;  Answer,  Viscount  Sandon  Mar  9, 
[2$  1  ]  686  .^Enforcement  of  the  New  Regula- 
tiom.  Question,  Mr.  Birkbeck  ;  Answer,  Vis- 
count Saudon  Mar  11,  813 

Report  of  a  Committee  ....     [2608] 

Merchant  Seamen — Ltgitlation,  Question,  Mr. 
Burt ;  Answer,  Vikcount  Sandon  Mar  4, 
[250  299 

The  LUctric  Light  in  Lighthouses,  Question, 
Mr.  Lea ;  Answer,  Viscount  Sandon  Mar  6, 
[2S»]439 

Transmission  of  Seamen* s  Wages  —  The 
'*  Midge  "  Scheme,  Question,  Mr.  Ritchie  ; 
Answer,  Viscount  Sandon  Mar  12,  [251]  914 

Merchant  Shipping  Acte 

Grain  Coryoes,  Observations,  Mr.  I'limsoll: 
Kepi}-,  Mr.  i>peakcr;  Qutsiion,  Sir  Wilfrid 
LawBon  :  Answer,  Sir  Charles  Russell 
Feb  20,  [350]  1446:  Question,  Sir  Charlea 
Russell  ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  F.  Egeiton  Mar  8, 
[251]  656 
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Merchant  S flipping  i4rt#— oont. 

Impritonment  of  Sailors,  Question,  Mr.  Plim- 
BoU  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Anslieton  Gross  Mar  4, 
[250  302 

The  *^  Ilarter"  (Overloading),  Question,  Mr. 
Hurt  ;  Answer,  Viacount  Sandon  Mar  9, 
[25i]r.8l 

The  ** Hindoo"  (Grain  Cargoes),  Question, 
Mr.  Mncilonnld ;  Answer,  Viscount  Sandon 
JVar  P,  [25OO86 

The  •*  Louisa  FUtcher'*  0/  Liverpool  (^Unsea- 
worthiness), Question,  Mr.  Burt  ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Assheton  Cross  Feb  27,  [250]  1570; 
Question,  Mr.  Bigsnr;  Answer,  Viscount 
Snndon  Mar  5,  [251]  430;  Question,  Mr. 
Finigan  ;  Answer,  Viacount  Sandon  Mar  11, 
8110 

The  "  Strelna,"  Question,  Mr.  Burt ;  Answer, 
Viscount  Sandon  Mar  0,  [251]  GSS 

Merchant  Shipping  (Grain  Cargoes)  Bill 

(Mr.  Flimsoll,  Mr.  Joseph  Cowen,  Mr,  Anderson, 

Mr.  Gofst) 

c.  Considered  in  Committee  ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported;  Bill  ordered  ;  read  1°* 
Feb  6  [Bill  27] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk 

Moved,  '*Thnt  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  ninko  inquiry  concerning  the  recent  foun- 
dering ot  Ships  laden  with  grain,  coal,  and 
other  heavy  or  bulk  cargoes ;  and  to  ascer- 
tain whether  such  founderings  are  due  to  ex- 
cessive cargoes  or  to  defective  dimensions  or 
construction,  or  to  the  employment  of  yes- 
sels  uiisuitod  for  the  trades  or  voyages  in 
which  the  Ships  are  employed,  or  to  any 
other  and  what  cause  ;  and  to  report  whether 
any  change  in  the  Law  affecting  Merchant 
Shipping  is  required  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence  of  such  losses  **  ( Viscf'WU  Sandon) 
Feb  24,  [250J  1352  ;  after  debate,  Question 
put,  and  agreed  to 

Moved,  "  That  the  Select  Committee  do  con- 
sist of  Twenty-threo  Members  "  (  Viscount 
Sandon)  Mar  5,  [251]  533 

After  short  debate.  Moved,  "  That  the  Debate 
bo  now  adjourned  "  (Mr.  K.  Jenkins) ;  after 
further  short  debate,  Motion  withdrawn  ; 
original  Question  put,  atid  agreed  to 

Committee  noiniiiated  as  fullowa  : — Mr.  Bates, 
Mr.  Biddulph,  Mr.  Hirkbeck,  Mr.  Thotnas 
Brassey,  Mr.  James  Corry,  Mr.  Algernon 
Egerton,  Mr.  Gorst,  Mr.  (lourley.  Sir  John 
H;iy,  Sir  llarcourt  Jolmntone,  Mr.  Kavan.igh, 
Mr,  .Mac  Iver,  Mr.  Mnlliolland,Mr.  Muniieiia, 
Mr.  Norwood,  Mr.  Onslow,  Mr.  Arthur  I'eel, 
Mr.  O'Shaugiinehsy,  Lord  Arthur  Kussell, 
Mr.  Spencer  Stanhope,  Mr.  Stevenson,  Mr. 
James  Stewart,  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot 

Report  of  Select  Comm.      (F,F.  No.  1 1 0) 

Metropolis  Improvement  Schemes  Modi- 
fication Provisional  Orders  Bill 

(Sit'  MtJif/iiW  Jiid/ti/,  Mr.  ^icrdaty  Cross) 

e.  Onlerod  ;  read  1"«  Ftb  17  [Bill  77] 

Krad  2** •  J//»-  J 

Conmn'tti-'l 


Metropolis — New  Courts  of  Justice  [Build- 
ings) 
Question,  Mr.  Osborne  Morfran  :  Answer,  Mr. 
Gerard  Noel  Feb  10,  [250]  380 

Metropolis  Waterworks  Purchase  Bill 

(Mr.  Secretary  Cross,  Mr.  Selater- Booth 

c.  Question,  Mr.  Fawoett ;  Answer,  Mr.  Asthetor. 
251]  Cross  Mar  1,  27 

Motion  for  Leave  {Mr,  Seerttary  Cross\  Mar  2. 
222  ;  after  short  debate,  Question  pai,  ard 
agreed  to  :  Bill  ordered  ;  read  !••  [I.ill  or 
Questions,  Mr.  Samuelson,  Sir  Claries  Wi 
Dilke,  Mr.  Alderman  Cotton,  Mr.  Goschni: 
Answers,  Mr.  Assheton  Cross  Mar  9.  CsT: 
Question,  Mr.  £.  Jenkins ;  Abswer,  Mr. 
Assheton  Cross  Mar  16,  1003 
Reported  (Standing  Orders  complied  with) 

Metropolitan  Commons  Supplemental  Bill 

(Sir  Mutthew  Bidley,  Mr,  Secretary  Crosi] 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  !••  Mar  15  [Bill  113] 

Referred  to  the  Ezaoiincrs 

Metropolitan  Police,    The 

Pay  and  Organigation,  Question,  Mr.  W.  M. 
Torrens;  Answer, Mr.  AtalMton  CroM/VM9, 
[2503913 

Pensions,  Question,  Mr.  H.  B.  Sheridan :  An- 
swer, Mr.  Assheton  Cross  Mar  9,  [35 1[  6*3 

The  Metropolitan  Police  District — tnaiiMi/ 
Statistics,  Question,  Mr.  W.  M.  Torr^ni; 
Answer,  Mr.  Assheton  Cross  Mar  l,[s5i~  23 

Metropolitan  Water  Supply 

Questions,  Observations,  Tho  Earl  of  Canpcr- 
down  ;  Reply,  Earl  Beanchamp ;  Obsrrts- 
tioos.  Earl  Fortescue  Mar  10,  [S51]  1069 

Middlesex  Land  Begiitry  Bill 

(Mr.  Osborne  Morgan,  Mr.  Gregory,  Sir  Syi^f 

Wateriow) 

€.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  •  Feb  95  [Bill  S9' 

2R.Wed.  Jfay.l2 

MiDLETOK,  Yiscount 

Beer  Dealers'  ReUil  IJeenees,  >R.  [351]  791 
Highways  and  Locomotives  (AascndBest)  Act. 

1878,  Motion  for  an  Address,  [ajij  993 
Ireland,  Distress  in,  [250]  492 
Settled  Land,  2R.  [351]  285 

MiLBAKK,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Torkehire,  N,R. 

Corrupt  Practices  st  Elections— K^-distribs- 

tion  of  Seats,  [250]  910 
Parliamenury  Elections  and  CompC  PnclieH 

(No.  2),  Comm.  [251]  1114 

Mills,  Mr.  A.»  Exeter 
Armj — South  Africa—NaUl  and  the  Tnsi- 

vaal — Alleged  Misconduct  of  British  Treops. 

[250]  590  « 

Education  Department—School   Board  Elf^ 

tions.  [35i]*i4 
Parlianicnfc~rri\ilege — Intrrierenee  of  Pein 

in    Klectious —  Hon.    Miyor  Jocel|n.  Kci. 

[250]  '21« 


Mm        MOO 
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Jtines  Act,  1872 — Employment  of  Boys  in 

Mines 

Qaeftion,  Mr.  Maodonnld  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atshe- 
tOD  Cross  Feb  23,  [150]  1191 

Mining  Accidents  Commission 

Question,  Mr.  Macdonald  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Asshe- 
ton  Cross  Feb  24,  [250]  1295 

MoiroK,  Vificount 

Irtland,  Distress  in,  [250]  504 

Monetary  Conference  (Paris) — Silver 
Qoestion,  Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Feb  19,  [250] 
"    911 


Momc,  Mr.  C.  J.,  Gloucester  City 

Blind  and  Deaf-Mate  Children,  2R.  [250]  1426  ; 
Comm.  Motion  for  Adjournment,  [251]  409, 
411;  tl,\,  Amendt.  665,  666,  667 
CiTil  Serfico  Estimates,  [251]  314 
Liverpool  Corporation  (Loans,  &c.)  (Composi- 
tion of  Stamp  Duty),  Comm.  [251]  803 
Liverpool  Corporation  Water,  2K.  [250]  1280 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Ilouse  (Order  in 

Debate).  Res.  [250]  1607 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 
(No.  2).  Comm.   [251]   1071;   el.  2,  1120, 
1133, 1146,  1156 
Public  Accounts,  Nomination  of  Select  Com- 
mittee, [251]  545 
Railways  Acts,    Regulation  of — The   Railway 

Commi^ioners,  [250]  794 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  cl,  9,  [250] 

1014 
Soppl/ — Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  Repayment 
to,  [25 1 1408 
Colonial  Local  Revenue,  [251]  404 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Buildings,  [250] 

1202 
Diplomatic  Services,  [251]  398 
National  School  Teachers  Superannuation 

OflBce,  Dublin.  [251]  .S80,  390 
Stationery  and  Printing,  [251]  324 
Treasury,  [250]  1263,  1265 
Water  Supply  (England  and  Wales), [250J  1185 
Wajs  and  Means — Financial  Statement,  Comm. 
[«5']843 

MoxTEAOLE,  Lord 

Ireland — Relief  Works  in  the  County  of  Mayo, 


r25il295 
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Poblic  Works  in  Ireland,  [251]  I 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),   2R.   [251]    17; 

Comm.  cl.  9,  Amendt.  293 
Seeds  (Ireland),  311.  [250]  1427,  1420,  1430 

MoinxiOHERY,  Sir  G.  G.,  Peeblesshire 
Aneient  Monuments,  Comm.  cl,  2,  [250]  775, 

776 
Hypotlfee  Abolition  (Scotland),  2R.  [250]  1425 

HooBBi  Mr.  A.  J.,   Clonmel 

I— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
tO^[l|o]141,  179 


N     1  8  8  0  J  MOB  MUN 

-351. 

Moray,    Colonel  H.  E.   8.  H.  Drum- 

MOXD-,  Perthshire 

Parliament — Qtieen*s  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  02 

Road  Dt'bis  on   Entailed  Estates  (Scotland), 

2R.  [251]  274 

Morgan,  Mr.  G.  Osborne,  Denbighshire 

Bankruptcj  Law  Amendment,  2R.  [250]  561 

County  Courts,  2R.  [250]  1404 

Criminal  Law — Edward  Jones,  Case  of,  [250] 

910 
Leases,  2R.  [250]  893 
Metropolig — New  Courts  of  Justice  ( Buildings), 

[250]  380 
Parliament  —  Privilege — Mr.   Plimsoll,   [250] 

1131 
Parliamont — Busincfls  of  the  Uouse  (Order  in 

Debate),  Res.  [250]  lOO.l 
Parliamrntary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2),  Comm.  d.  2,  [251]  1123,  1139,  1150 

MoRLEY,  Earl  of 

Settled  Land,  2R.  [251]  283 

Morocco —  Outbreak  at  Fen 

(Question,  Mr.  Serjeant  Simon  ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Bourkeftfft  17,  [250]  796 

Mowbray,  Eight  Hon.    J.  R.,    Oxford 

University 
Parliament  —  Privilege — Mr.  Plimsoll,  [250] 

799.  1130 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Uouse  (Order  in 

Debate),  Res.  [250]  1594 

MuNDELLA,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Sheffield 

Bankruptcy  Law  Amendment,  Leave,  [250]  245, 
383 

British  Museum — Sale  of  Duplicates,  [251]  dOO 

Commons  Act  (1870)  Amendment,  2R.  [250] 
899 

Malta,  Despatch  of  Indian  Troops  to— Return 
of  Costn,  [251]  803  ;  Motion  for  Adjourn- 
ment, 804,  808 

Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk,  Motion  for  a 
Select  Committee,  [250]  1378 

Municipal  Corporations  ( I'roperty  Qualification 
Abolition),  2R.  [250]  895 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250J  571.  422,  440 

Parliamentary  Klections  and  Corrupt  Practices 
(No.  2).  Comm.  cl.  2,  [251]  1149 

Patents  tor  Inventions,  2R.  [251]  750 

Ruilwav  Servants  (Compvnsaiiun  tor  Injury), 
[250]  1445 

Wavs  and  Means — Financial  Statement,  Comm. 
[is>]S39 

Unnicipal  Corporations  (Property  Quali- 
fication Abolition)  Bill    (Jfr.  Mundtlla, 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Burt^  Mr.  Sullivan) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1°  •  Ftb  0  [Bill  43] 

R«fad  20,  after  short  debate  Feb  18,  [250]  8i>5 
Committee  •  ;   Kt-port  M*tr  10 
CuuftidcicU  •  ;  lead  o"  J/'O-  11 
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Municipal   Corporations  {Property  Q'talifieation 
Abolition)  Bill — cont. 

I.  Read  l**(  }farquest  of  L^insdoivnf)  Mar  12 
Read  2*  Mar  16,  [251]  1 076  ^  ( No.  40) 

Committee*  ;  Report  Mar  18 
Read3»*  Mar  19 
Rojral  Assent  Mar  34  [43  Vict,  c.  17] 

Municipal  CorporaiiotM,  Uhreformed — Re- 

port  of  Royal  CommisHion 
Question,  Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke  ;   Answer,  Mr. 
Aflsheton  Crow  Feb  12,  [250]  507  ;  Question, 
Mr.  Richard  ;    Answer,   The   Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  Feb  23, 1190 

Municipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Mtyor   G'Oorman,  Sir  Jo$eph    3PKeHna,    Mr, 

Richard  Power j  Mr.  Blennerhaatett) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  !«•  Feb  6  [Bill  28] 

2R.  Wed.  ApHl  7 

MuNTZ,  Mr.  P.  H.,  Birmingham 

Bankruptcy  Law  Amendment,  2R.  [2(;o]  563 
Chartered  Banks  (Colonial),  2R.  [250]  571 
Game  Laws,  Res.  [251]  200 
Intoxicating  Liquors  (Licences),  Ret.  [251]  491 

Naghten,  Oolonel  A.  R.,   JTinehester 
Post  Office—Mails  for  Gibntltar,  [150]  922 

Napier  of  Magdala,  Lord 

India — Afghanistan — Policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Address  for  Papers,  [250]  1075, 1097 

National  Debt  Bill 

{Mr.  Saiket,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
Sir  Henry  Selwin^Ibbeteon) 

e.  Resolution  in  Committee  *  Mar  15 

Resolution  reported,  and  agreed  to ;  Bill  or- 
dered ;  read  P  •  Mar  16  [Bill  115] 

Read  2«»  ifar  17 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Mar  18 

Read  3*  Afar  19,  [251]  1222 
I,  Read  1»*  (Earl  0/ Beacontfield)  Mar  19 

Read  2*  * ;  Committee  negatiTed  ;  read  3* 
Mar  ^2 

Royal  Assent  Mar  24  [43  Vict.  c.  15] 

Naval  Discipline  Bill 

Question,  Mr.  Macdonald ;  Answer,  Mr.  W. 
H.  Smith  Feb  13,  [250]  590 

Navy 

MiSCILLANBOUS  QUBSTIORS 

Admiralty  Financial  Return^  Question,  Cap- 
tain Pirn  ;  Answer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  Feb  9, 
[250]  265 

Captain  Bedford  Pirn,  Question,  Sir  George 
Bowyer  ;  Answer,  Mr.  W.  II.  Smith  Mcur  15, 
[asniOll 

Case  0/  Acting  Staff  Surgeon  Allen,  Question, 
Mr.  Sullivan  ;  Answer,  Mi*.  W.  H.  Smith 
Marls,  [251]  1203 

leant. 


Natt— cont. 

Colonial  Allowance  to  Saw  and  Royal  Mvint 
Oficera,  Question,  Sir  John  Hay :  Answer. 
Mr.  W.  U.  Smith  Feb  9,  [250]  269 

H.M.S.  "  Thunderer"— Bursting  of  the  3?.t)i 
Oun,  Question,  Mr.  H.  Samuel  son  :  Answer, 
Lord  Eustace  Cecil  Mar  11,  [251]  797 

H.U.S.  "Wivem,"  Question,  CapUin  Pim: 
Answer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  Feb  23.  [2^0] 
1196 

Recreation  Oroumds  at  Portsmouth,  Qoettion. 
Lord  Charles  Beresford  ;  Answer,  Mr.  W.H. 
Smith  Mar  5,  [2.1;  i]  43S 

The  Coastguard,  Question.  Mr.  Sulli^-in  ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  W.  U.  Smith  Mar  11,  [251]  799 

The  New  Bree^Loading  Oun,  Qoettion.  Mr. 
Gourley ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  F.  Egerton  Msr  17. 
[2501173 

The  Royal  Marines,  Quettion,  Captain  Priet : 
Answer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  Feb  19,  [250]  915 : 
Question,  Mr.  Andersoa  :  Answer,  Mr. 
W.  n.  Smith  Feb  20,  1103;— TV  Depart- 
mental Committee,  Questions,  Mr.  Andenoo : 
Answers,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  Feb  26,  '250] 
1442;  A(arl,[35i]S6 


Navy— The  Stats  of  the  Navy 

Amendt.  on  Committee  of  S apply  Mar  8,  To 
leare  oat  from  <*  That,"  and  add  "*  the  Naty. 
whereon,  under  the  good  provideoee  of  God. 
the  wealth,  safety,  and  strength  of  the  Kia;- 
dom  chiefly  depend,  29  and  SO  Viet,  c  109, 
should  be  administered  by  competent  oflfeiali ; 
should  be  manned  by  erews  penaaaeatl; 
attached  to  the  Serrice ;  shoold  consist  of 
ships  capable  of  keeping  the  sea  it  sU 
weathers,  of  blockading  an  enemy's  coast, 
and  of  oonroying  erery  class  of  merchaat 
Tcssel ;  and  should  possess  a  pewerfol  aoi 
efllcient  Reserre  ready  for  eerriee  on  the 
shortest  notice"  (Csptatn  Pirn)  r..  [251] 
562 ;  Question  proposed,  '*  That  the  words. 
he.;**  after  short  debate,  Aaendt.  with- 
drawn 


New  Courts  of  Juetieo  (BmUUn§i) 
Question,  Mr.  Osborne  Morgan  :  Auwer,  Mr. 
Gerard  Noel  F^  10,  [150]  880 


Newdegatb,  Mr.  C.  N.,  JFmrwickihire,  X 
Commeree  and  Free  Trade,  Motion  for  a  Select 

Committee,  Motion  for  Adjonnunsnl*  [250] 

614 
Parliament^ Business  of  the  Hoose  (Ordtr  is 

Debate),  [250]  1106,  1168 ;  Res.  1477, 1584. 

1639,  1642,  1648,  1679,  1889,  1897,  1708, 

1708 
Parliament — Pririlege^Inlerferenee  of  Psm 

in  Elections — Hon.  Major  JoeelyB,  Res.  [150] 

1205 
Parliament— Pririlege—Londoo  Newfpspoi. 

Res.  [250]  1226 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Compt  Practiet* 

(No.  2),  Comm.  d.  9,  [t!(i]  lUI.  1147, 1118 
Relief  of  Distress  (IreUnd),    Lords  AoMndta 

Consid.  [25O887 
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Niearagua,  Great  Britain  and — 27ie  Arhi- 
tration 
Qaeition,  Captain  Pirn  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Boarke 
Har  11,  [351]  800 

Noel,  Right  Hon.  Q.  J.  (Ohief  Commis- 
sioner  of  Works).  Rutland 
Army — Knightsbridi^e  Barracks,  [251]  150 
Metropolis — New  Courts  of  Justice  ( Buildings), 

[250]  380 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  South  Kensing- 

ton,  [250]  701 
Ordnance  Mips — Hertfordshire,  [251]  420 
Supply — Diplomatic  and   Consular   Buildings, 
[250]  1263 
Marlborough  House,  [250]  1250 
New  Courts  of  Justice  and  Offices,  [250] 
1251,  1252,  1253,1254,  1255 

Nolan,  Major  J.  P.,   Oalway  Co, 

Army   Discipline    and    Regulation    (Annual), 

2R.  [251]  857 
Army    E^ttimaten —Clothing    Establishments, 
Ac.  [21;  1]  106 
Retired  Full   I'ay,  Hnlf  P;iy,  Ac.  [25  i]  108 
Blind  and  Deaf-Mute  ChiMron,  211.  [250]  1423 
Ireland — Miscellaneous  Questions 

Distress  in — lleturn  of  Loans,  [251]  Oil  ; 

—The  Seeds  (Ireland)  Act.  [251]  803 
Education — Salaries  of  Inspectors  of  Ele- 
mentary Education,  [251]  008 
Irish  Poor  Lair  Unions  and  the  Seed  Supply 
Bill,  [150]  1108 
Irish  Church  Act  (I860)  Amendment,  I«eave, 

[251]  270;  2a.  750 
P*rliament — Queen's  Speech,   Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  128,  103 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 

Debate),  R«»s.  [250]  1538,  1003,  1703 
Post  Office  Telegrams — Disclosure  of  Private 

Telegrams,  [250]  1 437 
Relief  of  Dititress  (Ireland),  I^avo.  [250]  242  ; 
Comm.  cl.  3.  720,  702,  048,  001,  000  ;  d,  0, 
1018;    cl.  15,   1101;  Lords  Amendts.  Con- 
sid.  [251]  875  ;   Amendt.  800,  894 
S5o]Seed   I'otatocs  (Ireland),  2R.  450;  Comm. 
el.  2,  Amendt.  051  ;   el.   6,   Amendt.    052, 
.J     653,  650,  657,  659  ;    cl.  7,  Am-ndt.  661  ; 
.      el.  0,  664  ;  cl.  13,  66">,  606,   772  ;  Consid. 
.      el.  6,  882  ;  Amendt.  884 
Supply — Local    Government    Board,   Ireland, 
[25i]323 
Public  Works  Office,  Ireland.  [251]  330,  334 
Ulster  Tenant  Kight,  2U.  [251]  270 

NOBTHBROOK,   Earl  of 

India — Afghanistan,  Affairs  of,  [251]  1268 
India— Afghanistan — Policy    of    iho    Govern- 
ment, Address  for  Papers,  [250]  10C2 

NoBTHCOTE,    Eight    Hon.    Sir    S.     H, 
{see  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 

NoETHUMBERLAND,  Duko  of  (Lord  Privj 
Seal) 
Cupitnl  Punishment — Prisons  Act,  1808 — Exe- 
cutions in   Cheetham  and    Kirkdule  Gaols, 
Res.  [251]  080 
Piirlianient— Queen's  Speech,    Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  55 


Norton,  Lord 

Blind  and  Deaf-Muto  Ohildreo,  2  a.  [251]  1172 

Norwood,  Mr.   0.   M.,    Kingiton-upon' 

Hull 

Bankruptcy    Taw    Amendment,   Leare,  [250] 

215;  211.506 
County  Courts,  2R..  [250]  13S.5,  1409 
CuAtomtf^Outport  Customs  Clerioal  Staff,[25 1] 

310 

O'Beirnr,  Major  F.,  Leitrim 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  183 

Relief  of  Diiitress  (Ireland).  211.  [2i;o]  549: 
Comm.716;cr3,  770,  939,  953  ;  «/.  9,  101 1 

Seed  Potatoes  (Ireland),  Comm.  cl,  0,  ^^50] 
053;  Consid.  870 

O'Brien,  Sir  P.,  King's  Co. 

Army — Ueturn  of  Courts  Mirtial,  [350]  907 

Parliament— Qu«*en*s  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to.  [250]  13i,  307 

Parliament — lousiness  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate).  Res.  [250]  1028,  HiS7 

ReIi«>fof  Distress  ( Irelnnd),  211.  [250]  550,551  ; 
Comm.  cl.  3,  749  ;  el.  5,  994,  900 ;  si.  9, 
lOOU,  1011,  1010,  1017 

Seed  Potatoes  (lrel.Mi«l).  Con<iid.  eU  6,  [350]  880 

Supply — l^w  Charges,  [251]  341 

National  School  Teachers  Superannuation 
Office,  Dublin,  [251]  387 

O'Clery,  Mr.  K.,  IFexford  Co. 

Ireland — Coroners'  Fees,  [251]  440 

Fishery  Piers— New  Shannon  Pier,  [251] 
302 

Ireland — Borough  Franchise,  Res.  [250]  844 

Ireland  —  Ennishowen  Fishery  Pier,  County 
Donegal,  R«»s.  [251]  41 

Parliament — Queen'ti  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  132,  337 

Parliament — business  of  the  House  (Order  in 
D.  bate).  Res.  [250]  1021,  1083 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  2li.  [250]  550; 
Comm.  cl.  8,  957 

Ulster  Tenant  Ki;4ht,  2U.  [251]  261 

Volunteer  Corps  (Ireland),  2K.  [251]  116,  125 

O'CoNOR,  Mr.  D.  M.,  Sligo  Co. 

Army — Commissariat  and  Transport  Depart- 
ments. [250]  081 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to, [250] 412 

Parliamentary  Kleotions  and  Coirupt  Prac- 
tices (No.  3),  Comm.  [251]  1107 

Relief  uf  Distress  (Iielanu),  Comm.  el.  3,  [250] 
983 

O'DoNNELL,  Mr.  F.  H..  Dungarvan 

Army  Discipline  and  Regulation  (Annual),  2R. 

[251]  855 
India — Indigo  Cultivation  in  Behar,  [250]  1444 
Ireland  —  Miscellaneous  Questions 

Crime —  Attack  en  Tenant  Right  Meeting 

at  Portadown,  [250]  1570  ;  [251 J  420 
Distress — Newcastle  West  and  Londondcny, 

[250]  910  :— .N'cnagh,  loGU 
L\iclions,  [250^  JSl 
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O'liiiMNm.i.,  Mr.  !■'.  II      fmif. 

Ii-Mliiiiil        I'IniiiiiliowiMi    lMiilii;ry    I'iur,  County 

lltMif^.iI,  Ken.  I  J.i;i  I  .'i'J 
rui-liiiiitinil     I'livilfKii     Mr.     riimitoU,    [250] 
ll.M),  lUO,  IM.'I 
(/■K'iMi'N   SiMHH'li,  A(l<irt'H!t    ill   Ansifor   to, 

\sfs»\  'Jill.  :i(H 

I'lirliiiiiiiMil— lliiniriMHii  of  tlin  IIouno  (Order  in 
lUfhiiiiO,  UfH  [250]  IA*21).  iu:i»;  Amende. 
IHIO,  1007.  lOHH.  1U70,  1080.  1081,  1001, 
170i 
I'm  I' hill  limit  -OrdiTH  of  tlio  Dnj—Standing 
(lr«li*r  of  Sii|»|ilf  niul  Ways  and  Nfeans,  (let. 
[150]  1A77.  IA7rt 
l*Hrtiuiii(Mit  —  I'rivilcifi* — London     Nowspnpers, 

lUi.  [i5o|  I'JU.  I'JJI.  I'J'JO 
rurllaiiiiiiiUry    KI«*otion«  and   Corrupt    Prao- 

tlo«itt  (  No.  'J\  'JR.  1  j^i  ]  808.  870 
ProhMo*  of  WilN.  .to.  UK.  [251]  1003 
Ut)lii*f  of  hittroM  (Irtdand).  Ainondt.[i5o]  477, 
fi'JO 
ifo)  Ueliitf  of  01iitn>M  (IroUnd),   Comm.   7dA: 
!     ci  X    Aa»0«dt,   7*J7,    720,  735,   743,   745. 
.      750.  701.  704.  7O8.  05»;  W. ».  1001,  1005. 
lOll.lori;  Lords  Awondt*.  roiitid.  [151] 
884,  8S0 
Suppiv — rharitv  rommittion  for  England  and 
Wales.  [250]  1370 
iVtonial  l.iH*al  Revenue.  Ao.  Motion  for  rt- 

|H>rtinie  Pr\>gress.  [<5ij  '^04.  406 
iViistaUutary    V*ort>e    in   Ireland.    Aintndt. 

[151]  3*4.  37a.  3TA 
ToiisuUr  Sertioes,  [J51]  403 
iVuutv  Oourt  OAcers,  «ke.  Ireland,  [ski" 

Oruuinal  rrt^seoutions — $lMril!s*  ExpensM. 

«fco. '.25i]349 
I  aw  I'hince*.  ;^ 55 1 ^  3 4 1  1 

L(,hmI   lioveriiuieuc   Soard.   Ireland.  'a«i'* 

3:>9  *  "   *  ; 

Lord  I ieuteoani's  Uoastfhold.  Ireland.  '2c i " 

0-1  ; 

NiitionVi  VorcraiS  iiallerv.    s^T  37^ 
TuMio  Works  OSw,  Ireland.";!?!;  331.  34*> 


0*IVnvxuivs.  Tbo.  Tru^e^f 

IrelAiid  -Kelief  of  D^itresa — Papert*    "is?" 

IJH  ;— Recum.  3dl 
L.«*f«ilorxl    and     TerianC    ^IreUsd' — Ncci.if    M 

^ti :.  ;i5^;  i'>?> 

P:*r'H-iien;- ^jj^wa**  Speech.  Aidrew  -.a  Aa- 
♦'•er  :i».  75 ?'  IT* 

KHr"'.i-iTe»!:   -l^a*.n.  «  of*  •h-  House     ?n:er  n 
IVb.i:-!*  .    Itf-*    ;i5?'    1-5;   M-.'l:'.»ii    x»r   Ai- 

.     ra-i.  -:.  ■.i-*y  .  .-.  4.  :j'54 

>o«»i  V'iHk:  2m  •  I"-  oa-i  .  '.'•lai.n.  ::*.  T.  ;2  =  r~  5*5- 
xuitplj — Loa«£aba.ar?  Firra  ..1   Irvioaa.    ::;' 
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O'GoRMAN,  Major  P.,    TTaUrf^rd 

Parliament — Privilege — Mr.    Piiuiso!!.  'a:: 
soil,  1151,  1I5G 
Queen's  Speech,    Address    in    Aasver  : 
[350]  44*1 
ParliamoDt — Business  of  the  lloaw  (UrJrr  .1 

Debate).  Res.  [250]  1642.  1G43 
Parliament — Orders    of    the     Uaj — Stan^.r; 
Order  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Meau,  Rti. 
rago]  1579 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Leave.  [tSo^'iV'-. 

Comm.  cL  9,  1018 
Seed  PoUtoea( Ireland).  2R.  [25o]451 :  CociJ. 
879 

O^Haoax,  Lord 

Ancient  Monuments.  2R.  [251]  787 

Ijocal  Coarta  of  Bankmptcy  (Ireland),  C->aa. 

[251]  413 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Pneticei 

(No.  nSR.  [251]  1334 
Settled  Land,  2R.  [251]  278 

OxsLOw,  Earl  of 

Parliament — Qaccn'a  Speech,  Address  i=  An- 
swer to,  ^2CO}  6 
Settled  LuXsB.  'jt^il  231 


05SLOV.  Mr.  D.  R.  G%i:df9rd 
Criminal  Coile.  2R.  '1^'  \^i^ 

India 
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O'SRAveHVBsaT,  Mr.  R.—eotU, 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Addresa  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  126,  127,  366,  432 
ParliAment — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate),  Res.  [250]  1615,  1641 
350]  Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Leave,  243  ;  211. 
.   638  ;  Comm.  709,  710  ;  <:/.  8,  730,  748, 767  ; 
.    Amendt.  023,  925,  928,  931,  933,  935,  936, 
.   937.  941,  942,  984,  985,  986  ;  el.  4,  Amendt. 
.   987,  988  ;  el  15,  1161 ;  ci.  17,  1162  ;  el.  20, 
.   Amendt.  t^.,   1163;    Consid.  el.  3,   1233; 

Lords  Amendts.  Consid.  [251]  876,  878 
Supply — Constabulary  Forcej|in  Ireland,  [251] 
368 
County  Court  Officers,  <bo.  Ireland,  [251] 

358,359,361 
Law  Charges,  [251]  342 
National  Education  in  Ireland,  [251]  380 
National  School  Teachers'  Superannuation 

OfiBoe,  Dublin,  [251]  381,  383,  385 
Public    Works  in  Ireland,  Amendt.  [250] 
1256,  1258 

O'SuLLiVAN,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Lim&riek  Co, 
Criminal    Law  (Ireland)  —  Assault   on   Lord 

Fermoy,  [250]  379 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  el.  3,  [250] 

927,  930,  931  ;  Amendt.  934,  935,  936,  938, 

940,  946  ;  d.  5,  996 
Seed   Potatoes  (Ireland),   Comm.  el,  6,  [250] 

654  ;  Consid.  eU  6,  880,  883 

Otwat,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Rochester 
Army,  Flogging  in  the,  [250]  515 
Army  Discipline  and  Regulation  (Annual),  2Ei. 

Amendt.  [251]  1847 
Army    Estimates  —  Departmental   Statement, 
[251]  88,  92 
Land  Forces  at  Home  and  Abroad,  [251] 

100 
Militia,  Teomnnry   Cavalry,  and  Volunteer 

Corps,  [251]  112 
Provisions,  Forage,  Ac.  [251]  105 
Retired  Full  Pay,  Half  Pay,  Ac.  [251]  108, 

110 
Works,  Buildings,  Ac.  [251]  108 
India— Afghanistan,  Affairs  in,  [251]  28,  147 

Oatlawries  Bill 

e.  Read  V  Feb5 

Paget,  Mr.  R.  H.,  Somersetshire ,  Mid 

Contagious   Diseases    (Animals)    Act  —  Sheep 

Rot,  [25 1]  681 
Corn  Averages  and  Tithe  Kent  Charge,  [251] 

1204 
Criminal  Code,  2a.  [250]  1245 
Customs  and  Inland    Revenue,  Consid.  [251] 

1192,1194 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  el.  4,  [250] 

988 

Paxmeb,  Mr.  C.  M.,  Durham,  N. 

Merchant  Ships  1  aden  in  Bulk,  Motion  for  a 

Select  Committee,  [250]  1364 
Parliament— Privilege  —  Mr.   Plimsoll,    [250] 

809 
Wine  Duties,  SiUct  Coniuiittee  on— Report, 

[250]  1440 


Parker,  Mr.  0.  S.,  Perth 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Praoticea 

(No.  2),  Comm.  el.  2,  [251]  1126 
Supply — National  School   Teachers'  Saperan- 
nuation  Office,  Dublin,  [251]  388 
Report,  [251]  773 


^arltament 

LORDS— 
Mbbttno  of  Tns  Parliaiiiwt  Feb  5 

The  Session  of  Parliament  was  opened  by 
Thk  Qubbn  in  Person 

J^er  iWajests's  M^^i  ffiractotut  Sbfttt^ 

250]  delivered  by  The  Lobd  Chaicobllob  Feb  5,  2 

Roll  or  thb  Lords — Garter  King  of  Arroa 
attending,  delivered  at  the  Table  (in  the 
usual  manner)  a  List  of  the  I«ords  Temporal 
in  the  Seventh  Session  of  the  Twenty-first 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  Feb  5 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House 
that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  had  pre- 
pared and  laid  it  on  the  Table  (P.P.  No.  3) 
Feh^ 

The  Queen's  Speech  having  been  reported  by 
The  Lord  Cbanobllor  ;  An  Addrbss  to 
IIbr  Majbstt  thereon  moved  by  The  Earl 
of  OiffSLOW  (the  Motion  being  seconded  by 
The  Earl  of  Rossb)  Feb  5,  6  ;  after  long 
debate,  Address  agreed  to,  netnine  distent 
tientc,  and  ordered  to  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty  by  the  Lords  with  White  Staves 

HbR      MaJBSTT's     AlCSWBB      TO      THB      AdDRBSB 

.     reported  Feb'lO,  375 

Chairman  of  CommitteeM—The  Earl  of  Redes- 
dale  appointed,  Nemine  DistentierUe,  to  tak« 
the  Chair  in  all  Committeea  of  thia  Houae 
for  this  Session  Feb  5 

Committee  for  Prtvifc^*— appointed  Feft  5 

Sub-Committee  for    the   7<mma/#— appointed 

Feb  5 
Appeal  Co>nmt«^<— appointed  Feb  5 

Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  and 
Office  of  the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Blaek 
Hod — Select  Committee  appointed  Feb  16 : 
The  Lords  following  were  named  of  the 
Committee  :  —  Ld.  Chancellor,  Ld.  Presi- 
dent, Ld.  Privy  Seal,  D.  Saint  Albans,  M. 
Lansdowne,  M.  Salisbury,  M.  Bath,  Ld. 
Ste^rard,  Ld.  Chamberlain,  E.  Devon,  E. 
Doncaster,  E.  Tankerville,  E.  Carnarvon, 
E.  Bradford,  E.  Granville,  E.  KImberley, 
E.  Sydney,  E.  Redesdale,  V.  Hawarden, 
V.  Hardinge,  V.  Eversley,  L.  Colville  of 
Culross,  L.  Monson,  L.  Colchester,  L. 
Skelmersdale,  and  L.  Aveland 

Public  Business  of  the  J^ONf^^Standing  Or^ 
ders  relating  to  the  Office  of  Gentleman 
Usher  of  the  Black  Rod  agreed  to,  and  to  bo 
printed  (No.  56)  Mar  22 

Private  Bills 

Opposed  Private  Bills— i:YiQ  Lords  following, 
vii. :— M.  I.anadownc,  L.  Colville  of  Culross, 
L.   13o>lo,   and   I..  Skelmersdale,   were  ap- 

Icont, 
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pointed,  with  tho  Chairman  of  Committees, 
a  Committee  to  scloct  and  propose  to  tho 
House  the  names  of  the  five  Lords  to  form  a 
Select  Committee  for  tho  consideration  of 
each  opposed  Prirato  Bill 

Stamling  Orders  Committee  appointed  Feb  10  : 
The  Lords  following,  with  tho  Chairman  of 
Committee,  were  named  of  tho  Commit- 
tee:—  D.  Somerset,  M.  Winchester,  M. 
Lansdowne,  M.  Bath,  M.  Hertford,  E. 
Devon,  E.  Airlie,  E.  Carnarvon,  E.  Cadogan, 
E.  Belmore,  E.  Chichester,  E.  Powis,  E. 
Verulam,  E.  Morley,  E.  Stradbroke,  E. 
Amherst,  E.  Sydney,  V.  Ilawarden,  V. 
Hutchinson,  V.  llardinge.  V.  Eversley,  V. 
Halifax,  L.  Camoys,  L.  Sayc  and  Sele,  L. 
Balfour  of  Burleigh,  L.  Colville  of  Culross, 
L.  Boyle,  L.  Nfonson,  L.  Digby.  L.  Colches- 
ter, L.  Silchpster,  L.  Do  Tabley,  L.  Skel- 
mersdale,  L.  Sudeley,  L.  Helper,  L.  Ebury, 
L.  Egcrton,  L.  Harlismcro,  L.  Penrhyn,  and 
L.  Wolverton 

All  petitions  relating  to  Standing  Orders  whic^ 
•hall  be  presented  during  the  present  Ses- 
sion referred  to  the  Standing  Orders  Com- 
mittee, unless  otherwise  ordered  Feb  17 

Ordered,  That  no  Private  Bill  brought  from  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  be  read  a  second 
time  after  Thursday  the  10th  day  of  June 
next :  [and  other  Orders]  Afar  4,  [251]  206 

BuHMtt  of  the  House 

Ordered,  That  for  the  remainder  of  the  Session 
the  Bill  or  Bills  which  are  entered  for  con- 
sideration on  the  Minutes  of  the  Day  shall 
have  the  same  precedcnoo  which  Bills  have 
on  Tueudays  and  Thursdays  (  The  Vitcount 
Cranbrook)  Mar  12 

Parliamentary  Reporting —  The  Home  ofLordi, 
Question,  Lord  Sudeley  ;  Answer,  Tho  Earl 
of  Beaconsfteld  Feb  17,  [350]  777 

Moved,  "  That  a  Select  Committee  bo  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  question  of  reporting 
in  this  House''  {The  Lord  President) 
Mar  5  ;  Motion  agreed  to 

The  Lords  following  were  named  of  tho  Com- 
mittee : — M.  Bath,  Ld.  Steward,  E.  Stanhope, 
E.  Kimberley,  L.  Level  and  Holland,  L. 
De  L'Isle  and  Dudley,  L.  Sudeley,  L.  St. 
Leonards,  L.  Houghton,  and  L.  Kenry  ;  The 
Committee  to  meet  on  Monday  next,  and 
appoint  their  own  Chairman 

The  Evidence  taken  before  tho  Select  Com- 
mittee from  timo  to  time  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Members  of  this  House  ;  but 
no  copies  thereof  to  be  delivered,  except  to 
Members  of  tho  Committee,  until  further 
order  (No.  28) 

Report  from  the  Select  Committee  (with  the 
proceedings  of  tho  Committee)  made ;  and 
to  be  printed 

The  Dissolution  of  Parliament t  Statement,  The 

Earl  of  Beacotisfleld  Mar  8,  [251]  547 
Private  and  Provieional   Order  Confirmation 
Bills,  Uesolutions  {The  Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees,  Mar  16,  [251]  1076:    Uesolutions 
ail  reed  to 

[con/. 


Parliament — eont. 

COMMONS— 

Tho  QuBBX*s  SpBRcn  having  been  reported  by 
Mr.  Speaker:  An  humble  Address  lh»'-«oi 
moved  by   Colonel    DKUMif^xD-MoiiAT    /.^* 
Motion  being  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  P.  CoRfiT 
250]  Feb  5,  62  ;  after  long  debate.  Moved.  ••  [.iv. 
tho  Debate  be  now  .idjourned"  (Mr.  Shi  t.   ; 
after  further  deb.ite.  Question  put :  A.  02, 
N.  174;  M.  n2(D.  L.  1) 
Moveil,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adiourn  " 
( Mr.   Sheil) ;    after    short    debate,    Motion 
withdrawn  ;  Debate  adjourned 
.  Debate  resumed  Feb  6,  152 
Amendt.  at  end   of  Question,    to   add   "  W« 
also  think   it  right   to  represent   to    Tour 
Majesty  that  Tour  Majesty's    Govern  meot, 
although  in  possession  of  timely  warning;  ini 
information,  have  not  taken  adequate  stepi:o 
meet  promptly  and  cflBcaciously  the  •efi>re 
distress  now  existing  and  increasing  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  we  are  of  opinion  that,  in  order  :o 
avert  the  horrors  of  famine  from  a  wide  ires 
in  that  Country,  the  most  Tigoroat  m»-uurr« 
are    immediately    necessary :    and    we   are 
further  of  opinion  that  it  i«  essential  to  tlic 
peace  and  prosperity  of  Ireland  to  legislate 
at  once  and  in  a  comprehensive  manner  on 
these  questions  ;  and  we  hombly  assare  Tour 
Majesty  that  we  shall  regard  it  as  the  doty  of 
Parliament,  on  the  earliest  opportaniiy.  to 
consider  the  necessary  measures  for  the  pur- 
pose, more  urgently  the  tenure  ot  lan<i,  the 
neglect  of  which  by  Parliament  has  been  tK« 
true  cause  of  constantly  recurring  disMtii- 
faction  and  distress  in  Ireland "  [Mr.  Rfi- 
mond) ;   Question    proposed,    "  That   thow 
words  be  there  added  ;  "   after  long  debate. 
Moved,  *'  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjoarneJ  " 
{Mr.  Mitchell  Henrjf);  Motion  agreed  to. 
Debate  adjourne<l 
.  Debate  resumed  Feb  9,  269  ;  after  long  deb■1t^ 
Moved,   *'That    the    Debate    be    no«    ad- 
journcd"  {Mr.  Gabbett);  after  further  »hort 
debate,  Question  pot,  and  agreed  to ;  Debate 
further  adjourned 
.  Debate  resumed  Feb  10,  387  ;  after  long  debate. 
Question  put;  A.  66,  N.  216;  M.  150 
Div.  List,  A.  and  N.  447 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 
Committee  appointed,  to  draw   up  the  said 
Address : — Colonel  Drum mond> Moray  |  Chair* 
man).    Viscount    Barriogton,    Sir    Michael 
Hicks-Be.ieh,  Mr.  Boarke.  Mr.  Cbancellfr 
of  tho   Exchequer,   Mr.  Jsmet  Corry,  Ur. 
Secretary  Cross,  Sir  Heorj  Selwin-IbbeisoB, 
Mr.    William    Henry   Smith,    Mr.   Soliciior 
General,  Mr.  Edward  Stanhope,  Mr.SccfvUrv 
Stanley,  and  Mr.  Rowland  Winn 
Report  of  Address  broaght  op,  and  rtad  aflrsi 
.     and  second  time  Feb  11,  453 
.  Amendment  (Mr.   O'DoHH^li)    Feb  II,  477 : 
Debate  adjourned 
Further   Proceeding    on  the  said  Report  rs- 

sumed  Feb  12,  520 
Amendt.  at  end  of  Addreai,  to  add  *'  We 
humbly  represent  to  .Tour  Uajesty  that, 
while  wasting  the  resources  and  straininf 
the  honour  of  tho  State  in  uiyost  aggresMooi 
abroad,  the  Ministry  have  tndanfvred  the 
peace  and  neglected  tho  intOTMU  of  ttiC 
CoQDtry  at  homt : 
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Ordered,  That  all  Bills  for  confirming  Pro> 
visional  Orders  or  Certificates  shall  be  set 
down  for  consideration,  each  day,  in  a  separ- 
ate List,  after  the  Private  Business,  and  ar- 
ranged in  the  same  order  as  that  prescribed 
by  the  Standing  Orders  for  Private  Bills; 
and  everj  such  Bill,  when  or  so  far  as  it  Is 
unopposed,  shall  after  the  Second  Reading 
stand  referred  to  the  Committee  constituted 
by  Standing  Order  for  unopposed  Private 
Bills,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  Rules 
and  Orders  of  the  Ilouse.  so  far  as  they  are 
applicable  ( The  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means)  Feb  20,  [250]  1098 


Rules  and  Orders 
Orders  of  the  Day 

Standing  Order  relative  to  Supply  and  Ways 
and  Means^  Moved,  **That  the  Standing 
Order  relative  to  Supply  or  Ways  and  Means 
standing  the  first  Order  of  the  Day  on  Friday 
be  read,  and  suspended 

"That  the  Committee  of  Supply  be  deferred 
until  after  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  resuming 
the  Adjourned  Debate  00  Business  of  the 
House  (Order  in  Debate)"  {Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exeheqtter)  Feb  27,  [250]  1672  ;  after 
short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to 


Sittings  of  the  House 

Ash  Wednesday — Meeting  of  the  House — Re- 
solved, That  this  House  will  meet  To-morrow 
at  Two  of  the  clock  {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  Feb  10 

The  EasUr  Recess,  Question,  Sir  Charles  W. 
Dilke ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer Mar  6,  [251]  440 

Resolved,  That  whenever  the  House  shall  meet 
at  Two  of  the  clock  the  Sitting  of  the  House 
shall  be  held  subject  to  the  Resolutions  of 
the  House  of  the  30th  day  of  April  1869 
{Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  Mar  8, 
[ISO  WO 

Saturday  Sittings — According  to  the  ordinary 
practice,  when  the  House  sits  on  Saturday,  it 
always  meets  at  12  o'clock,  [250]  1663 


BaUoi  Act — Ccues  of  Scrutiny,  Question,  Mr. 
W.  E.  Forster  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton  Cross 
Mar  1,  [251)28 

Oood  Friday— The  General  Election^  Question, 
Mr.  Fraser-MAckintosh  ;  Answer,  The  Soli^ 
citor  General  Mar  16,  [251]  1099 

Library  of  the  House  of  Commons—  The  Orders 
in  Council^  Question,  Mr.  Anderson  ;  Answer, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  Mar  5.  [251]  438 

Parliamentary  and  Municipal  Elections  Act, 
1872— The  Elections— The  Bank  Holidays 
Act,  1871  —  Oood  Friday,  Question,  Mr. 
Scott  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  General 
Mar  15,  [251]  1009;  Question,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander M'Arihur  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Kxchequer  yfar  18,  12'»7 

Parliamctil'irf/  lif'f  tor  ting  —  The  Re  port ''rs* 
Gallcru,  Question,  Mr.  ilibbert  ;  Answer, 
Mr.  W.  li.  Smith  Mar  11,  [251]  8J1 

[cent. 


Pabuamrnt — Commons — c<mt. 

Qualification  of  Voters,  Midlothian,  Questions, 
Mr.  Hardcastle  *  Answers,  The  Lord  Advo- 
cate Feb  17.  [2S01792 

Re-distribution  of  Seats — Corrupt  Practices  cU 
Elections^  Question,  Mr.  Milbank  ;  Answer, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Feb  19, 
[250]  910 

Parliament — Business  of  the  Hottse  (  Order 
in  Delate) 

Resolutions  {Mr.   Newdegaie),  Question,  Mr. 
Newdegate  ;   Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
250]  Exchequer  Feb  20,  1158 

Notice  of  Resolutions,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
.      Exchequer />*  23,    1183 

Moved,  "That,  whenever  any  Member  shall 
have  been  named  by  the  Speaker,  or  by  the 
Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
as  disregarding  the  authority  of  the  Chair, 
or  abusing  the  Rules  of  the  (louse  by  per- 
sistently and  wilfully  obstructing  the  Business 
of  the  House,  or  otherwise,  then,  if  the  offenee 
has  been  committed  in  the  House,  the  Speaker 
shall  forthwith  put  the  question,  on  a  Motion 
being  made,  no  amendment,  adjournment,  or 
debate  being  allowed, '  That  such  Member  be 
suspended  from  the  service  of  the  House 
during  the  remainder  of  that  day's  sitting  ; ' 
and,  if  the  offence  has  been  committed  in  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  the  Chair- 
man shall,  on  a  Motion  being  made,  put  the 
same  question  in  a  similar  way,  and  if  the 
Motion  is  carried  shall  forthwith  suspend 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  and  report 
the  circumstance  to  the  ilouse ;  and  the 
Speaker  shall  thereupon  put  the  same  ques- 
tion, without  amendment,  adjournment,  or 
debate,  as  if  the  offence  had  been  committed 
in  the  House  itself.  If  any  Member  be  sus- 
pended three  times  in  one  Session,  under  this 
Order,  his  suspension  on  the  third  occasion 
shall  continue  for  one  week,  and  until  a  Mo- 
tion has  been  made,  upon  which  it  shall  be 
decided,  at  one  sitting,  by  the  House,  whether 
the  suspension  shall  then  cease,  or  for  what 
longer  period  it  shall  continue ;  and,  on  the 
occasion  of  such  Motion,  the  Member  may,  if 
he  desires  it,  be  heard  in  his  place  "  {Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  Feb  26,  1450 

After  debate,  Ampndt.  to  leave  out  from 
"That,"  and  add  "during  a  Debate,  whether 
in  the  Ilouse  or  in  Committee,  any  Member 
may  draw  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  mis- 
conduct on  the  part  of  a  Member  who  in 
addressing  the  Ilouse  may  persistently  en- 
deavour to  prevent  the  progress  of  Business, 
by  rising  in  his  place  and  taking  Notice  that 
the  Member  for  is  wilfully  ob- 

structing the  Business  of  this  House 

'*  Whereupon  (unless  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Chair  the  interruption  is  frivolous  and  un- 
founded, in  which  case  he  shall  call  on  the 
Member  in  possession  of  the  (louse  to  pro- 
ceed), Mr.  Speaker  (or  the  Chairman)  shall 
forthwith  put  the  Question  *  That 
be  not  further  heard,'  which  Question  shall 
be  decided  without  amendment  or  debate, 
l>ut  the  Motion  shall  not  be  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  less  than  two-thirds  if  a  Division  is 
called 
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**  That  when  the  attention  of  Your  Maiosty's 
advisors  wan  rallod  ilurinj^Iast  Parliament  lo 
the  npproachinfiT  Histrens  in  Ireland,  they 
only  replied  with  insuUin?  mockery,  and  that 
when  the  distress  deepened,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  afflicted  districts  sought  to  move 
public  opinion  by  peaceablo  meetings,  the 
Government  adopted  an  attitude  of  proroca- 
tion,  and  answered  the  Petitions  of  the 
starving  cultivators  by  arbitrary  arrests  and 
displays  of  military  force : 

That  the  Ministry  seek  to  stir  up  evil  passions 
and  prejudices  between  the  English  and 
Irish  peoples : 

That  they  sedulously  describe  as  seditious 
and  disloyal  the  Constitutional  endeavours  of 
the  Irish  representatives  to  establish  im- 
proved relations  between  Ireland  and  the 
other  portions  of  Your  Majesty's  Dominions 
and  to  bring  about  a  better  distribution  of 
the  legislative  work  which  now  overburthens 
the  Imperial  Parliament : 

That  when  any  English  Party  or  English 
I>olitician8  seek  to  promote)  the  removal  of 
Irish  grievances,  they  arc  denounced  by  tho 
present  Ministry  to  the  prejudices  of  the  un- 
thinking and  unreflecting  as  the  bad  patriots 
and  enemies  of  England,  and  that  there  can  no 
longer  be  a  doubt  that  this  policy  has  been 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  factious 
and  calamitous  success  at  the  approaching 
General  Elections : 

'*  And  that,  therefore,  in  face  of  such  miscon- 
duct, we  have  no  alternative  but  to  beseech 
Your  Majesty  to  dismiss  from  Your  Councils 
Your  present  advisers,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  further  practice  of  abuses  more  dangerous 
than  open  treason  to  the  State"  (Mr. 
O'Donnell);  afler  short  debate,  Question 
put ;  A.  12.  N.  128  ;  M.  110  (D.  L.  No.  4) 

Address  agreed  to ;  To  bo  presented  by  Privy 
Councillors 

Ilcr  Majesty's  Answer  to  the  Address  reported 
Feb  18,  [250]  886 

Privileges — Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of 
Privileges  be  appointed  Feb  5 

Standin(7\0rdert^Se\cct  Committee  nominated 
Feb  6,  as  follows  : — ^^Mr.  Mowbray  (Chair- 
man), Mr.  Bruon,  Sir  Edward  Colebrooke, 
Mr.  Cubilt,  iMr.  Floyer.  Mr.  Thomson 
Ilankey,  Sir  Graham  Montgomery,  The 
O'Conor  Don,  Mr.  Rod  well,  Lord  Arthur 
Russell,  and  Mr.  Whitbread 

Selection — Committee  of  Selection  nominated 
/V6  6,  as  follows:  —  Mr.  Mowbray  (Chair- 
man), Mr.  Floyer,  Mr.  Thomson  Ilankey, 
Sir  Graham  Montgomery,  The  O'Conor  Don, 
and  Mr.  Whitbread 

Ptilflie  Petitions — Select  Committee  appointed 
and  nominated  Feb  9,  as  follows:  —  Sir 
Charles  Forstcr  (Chairman),  Mr.  Cavendish 
Rentinck,  Mr.  II.  Corry,  Earl  de  Grey,  Sir 
I'llhtrod  Kay-Shuttloworth,  Mr.  M'Lagan, 
Mr.  Mulholiand.  Viscount  Newport,  Mr. 
l>'Oonor.  The  O'Doiioghuo,  Sir  Charles  liui«- 
»eil,  Mr.  Siipinid*,  Marquees  «>f  Tavistock, 
^Ir.  iMi.irli's  leniiant.  »nd  Mr.  Reginald  , 
Yrrko  I 
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Printing  —  Select  Committee  appointed  and 
nominated  Feb  10,  as  follows  : — Mr.  Poison, 
Mr.  Mitchell  Henry,  Mr.  M'l^ron.  Mr. 
Massey,  The  O'Conor  Don,  Mr.  Sclaier-B4»i;:i, 
Sir  Henry  Selwio-lbbetson.  Mr.  Wtllia.nn 
Henry  Smith,  Mr.  Stansfeld,  Mr.  Spinrrr 
Walpole,  Mr.  Whitbread,  and  Mr.  RowUai 
Winn 

Kitchen  and  Refreshment  Rooms  (IIous--  ■:/ 
Commons) — Ordered,  That  a  Standing  Com- 
mittee bo  appointed  to  eontrol  the  arrance- 
ments  of  the  Kitchen  and  Refre«hmcr.t 
Rooms,  in  the  department  of  the  Serjeant  a: 
Arms  attending  this  House  Feb  19:— Mr. 
Adam  (Chairman),  Mr.  Dick,  Sir  William 
Hart  Dyke,  Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Goldney,  Sir 
Arthur  Hayter,  Lord  Kensington,  Mr.  .Monk, 
Mr.  Munti,  Mr.  Richard  Power,  Mr.  She;!, 
Lord  Henry  Thynne,  and  Sir  Henry  Wolif 

Public  Accounts — Select  Committee  nominA[e<i. 
after  short  debate  Afar  5,  [251]  544.  as  fol. 
lows:— Sir  Henry  Selwio-Ibbetson  (Chair- 
man), Sir  Walter  Barttelot,  Lord  Frederick 
Cavendish.  Mr.  Cubitt,  .\lr.  Goldney,  Mr. 
Hankey,  Sir  Henry  Holland,  Sir  John  Lub- 
bock, Sir  Charles  Mills,  Mr.  Seely,  and  Mr. 
Shaw 

Indisposition  of  Mr.  Speaker 

The  House  being  met,  the  Clerk  at  the  Tabis 
informed  the  House  of  the  unavoidable  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Speaker,  on  account  of  indii- 
position  :  —  Whereupon  Mr.  Kaikes,  tl.« 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  sc<i 
Means,  proceeded  to  the  Table  as  Ltepu:y 
Speaker,  and  after  Prayers  counted  the  Uoose, 
and.  Forty  Members  being  psnent,  took  tbe 
Chair,  pursuant  to  tho  Standing  Order 
Feb  10 

Order  ^Personnl  Question 

Viscount  CastUreagh,  Question,  Mr.  Bi«gar : 
Answer,  Mr.  Speaker  Feb  26,  [350]  Il4<: 
Observations,  Mr.  Diggar ;  short  debate 
thereon  Ifcir  1,  [351]  39 

Business  of  the  Home 

Postponement  of  Motions,  Obserrations,   The 

Chancellor  of  the    Eicheqner,   Sir  Georcs 

250]  Campbell   Feb    10,   SS3  ;— Question*.    Mr. 

Fawcett,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawsoo  ;  Answers.  The 

Chaneellor  of  the  Exchequer.   Mr.  Speaker 

.  Feb  10,  385  ;  Ordered,  Thae  Notices  ol  Mo- 
tion be  postponed  till  after  the  Orders  of  the 
Day  (Mr.  thanctllor  of  the  Extheqn^r) -.—' 
Snf»plv,  Question,  Mr.  Dillwyn ;  Answer, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Feb   13. 

.   5U2  : — Question,  Mr.  Biggar  ;  Answer,  Mr. 

.    Ncwdegate  Feb  20,   1106  ;    Orders  of  the 

.    Day  postponed  Feb  36,  14411 

Pronress  of  Business,  Question,  Mr.  Dillwyn  ; 
Answer,  The  Chaneellor  of  the  Exehrqner 
J/'ir  1,  [251]  2^  \^Arrang€menlt  of  Pu^iie 
Btisiness,  Question,  Tho  Marquess  of  Hart- 
ington  ;  Answer,  The  Chanoellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  Mar  4.  207 

Furm  and  Precedent — The  Summems  to  tks 
House  of  Peers,  Obserrations,  Quostions,  >ir 
(Seorge'Bowyer ;  Reply,  Mr.  Speaker  JlUr  19. 
[251]  1221 


PAE 


P AE        {SESSION    1880] 


PAE 


PAE 


Ptnrliament^Bimness  of  the  Bouse  {Order  in 
Debat4)^eont, 

"Any  Member  bo  pat  to  silence  shall  stand 
■ospended  from  the  service  of  the  House  for 
one  week 

*'  Any  Member  pat  to  silence  twice  in  the  same 
Session  shall  stand  suspended  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  House  for  one  calendar  month, 
and  for  such  further  period  until  he  shall 
have  submitted  himself  to  the  House  and 
giJeik  assurance  that  he  will  not  so  offend 
350] again"  {Mr.  Sami>gonLlot/d)v.,  1500  ;  Ques- 
tion proposed,  '*  That  *  whenever,*  Ac. ;  " 
after  further  debate.  Moved,  "  That  the  De- 
bate be  now  adjourned  "  {Mr.  Shaw) ;  Ques- 
tion pat,  and  agreed  to  ;  Debate  adjourned 

.  Debate  resumed  Feb  27,  1580  ;  after  long  de- 
bate, Amendt.  withdrawn 

Amendt.  in  line  1,  after  "whenever/*  to  insert 
"before  one  o'clock  a.m."  {Mr.  Biggar), 
1638  ;  Question  proposed,-  **  That  those 
words  be  there  Inserted  ; "  after  short  debate, 
Question  put;  A.  14,  N.  200;  M.  276 
(D.  L.  23) 

Amendt.  in  line  I,  after  "  Member,"  to  insert 
"at  least  one  hundred  Members  being  pre- 
.  sent  "  {Mr.  CDonnell),  1640  ;  Question  pro- 
posed, *'  That  those  words  be  there  inserted  ;" 
after  debate.  Moved,  '*  That  the  Debate  be 
now  adjourned"  {The  0* Donoghne)  \  after 
farther  debate.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ; 
Debate  adjourned 

Koved,  '*That  Mr.  Speaker  do  take  the  Chair 
To»morrow,  at  Twelve  of  the  clock"  {Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  "Twelve,"  and  insert 
"Two"  {Mr.  Callan)  ;  Question  proposed, 
"That  'Twelve,'  Ac.;"  Question  put;  A. 
87,  N.  15:  M.  72(D.  L.  24) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

•  Debate  resumed  Feb  28,  1G69  ;  Question  put  ; 

A.  8,  N.  68;  M.  60(D.  L.  25) 

Amendt.  in  lines  2  and  3,  to  leave  out  "  or  by 
the  Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House'*  {Mr.  Callan);  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  words,  Ac.  ; "  after  debate,  Ques- 
tion put ;  A.  191.  N.  17  ;  M.  174  (D.  L.  20) 

Amendt.  in  line  4,  to  leave  out  "  or  otherwise  " 

•  {Mr.  Finigan),  1688 ;  Question  proposed, 
"  That  '  or  otherwise,'  Ac.  ;"  after  short  de- 
bate, Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Amendt.  in  line  4,  after  "  then,"  to  insert  "  the 
Member  so  named  shall  be  permitted  to  offer 
such  explanation,  defence,  or  apology  as  lie 
may  see  fit  for  a  time  not  exceeding  ten 
minutes,  after  which  "  (.Sir  George  Cnrnp- 
,  bell),  1091  ;  Question  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  inserted  ;**  after  ►hort  dol)ate, 
Question  put ;  A.  25,  N.  195  ;  M.  170  (D.  L. 
27) 
Amendt.  in  line  8,  after  "  House,"  to  insert 
"other  and  except  that  of  voting"  {Mr. 
Courtney),  1C93  ;  Question  propostd,  "'lliat 
those  words  be  there  inserted  ;"  after  short 
debate,  Question  put;  A.  42,  N.  17-:  M. 
130 

Div.  Li»t,  A.  and  N.  1G94 

Amendt.  in  line  12,  after  *'  House,"  to  insert 
'*  when  the  Member  so  named  shall  be  per- 
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mitted  to  offer  such  explanation,  defence,  or 
apology  as  he  may  see  fit  for  a  time  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  minutes,  after  which"  (Mr, 
250]  C<z//an),  1696;  Question,  "That  those 
words  bo  there  inserted,"  put,  and  negatived 

Amendt.  in  line  15,  to  leave  out  *'  three  times," 

anil  insert  "  twice  "  (  The  Marquets  of  Bar- 

•     tington),  1696;    Question  proposed,  "That 

*  three  times,'    Ac. ;"    after    short    debate, 

Amendt.  withdrawn 

Amendt.  in  line  16,  after  "  made,"  to  Insert "  at 
the    commencement    of    Public    Business" 
.     {Lord  Edmond   Fitzmauriee),  1702;  Ques- 
tion proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
inserted  ;*'  A.mendt.  withdrawn 

Amendt.  at  end  of  Question,  to  add  "  Pro- 
vided always.  That  nothing  in  this  Resolu- 
tion shall  be  taken  to  deprive  the  House  of 
the  power  of  proceeding  against  any  Mem- 
ber according  to  ancient  usages"  (Mr. 
William  Edward  Fortter),  1702  ;  Question 
proposed,  **  That  those  words  be  there 
added  ;**  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put ;  after  short 
debate,  main  Question,  as  amended,  agreed 
to 

Resolved,  That,  whenever  any  Member  shall 
have  been  named  by  the  Speaker,  or  by  the 
Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  as  disregarding  the  authority  of  the 
Chair,  or  abusing  the  Rules  of  the  House  by 
persistently  and  wilfully  obstructing  the 
Business  of  the  House,  or  otherwise,  then,  if 
the  offence  has  been  committed  in  the  House, 
the  Speaker  shall  forthwith  put  the  question, 
on  a  Motion  being  made,  no  amendment, 
adjournment,  or  debate  being  allowed, '  That 
such  Member  be  suspended  from  the  service 
of  the  House  during  the  remainder  of  that 
dajr's  silting  ;  *  and,  if  the  offence  has  been 
committed  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  the  Chairman  shall,  on  a  Motion 
being  made,  put  the  same  question  in  a 
similar  way,  and  if  the  Motion  is  carried 
shall  forthwith  suspend  the  proceedings  of 
the  Committee  and  report  the  circumstance 
to  the  House  ;  and  the  Speaker  shall  there- 
upon put  the  same  question,  without  amend- 
ment, a<ljournment,  or  debate,  as  if  the 
offence  had  been  committed  in  the  House 
itself.  If  any  Member  be  suspended  three 
times  in  one  Session,  under  this  Order,  his 
suspension  on  the  third  occasion  shall  con- 
tinue for  one  week,  and  until  a  Motion  has 
been  made,  upon  which  it  shall  be  decided,  at 
Olio  sitting,  by  the  House,  whether  the  sus- 
pension shall  then  cease,  or  for  what  longer 
period  it  shall  continue  ;  and,  on  the  occasion 
of  such  Motion,  the  Member  may,  if  he 
desires  if,  be  heard  in  his  place :  I'rovided 
aiwavs,  That  nothing  in  this  Resolution  shall 
be  taken  to  deprive  the  House  of  the  power 
of  proceeding  against  any  Member  accord- 
ing to  ancient  usages 

Movid,  "  1  hat  the  said  Resolution  bo  a  Stand- 
ing Onler  of  this  House  "  (J/r.  Chancellor  of 
th'   Kxchrgurr},  1706 

Amendt.  to  have  out  from  "That,**  and  add 
"  in  the  last  Session  of  a  Pailiament,  it  is 
inexpedient  to  constttuto  an  untried  experi- 

leoni. 
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Parliament  —  Buiinett  of  the  Bouse  {Order  in 
Debatey—coni. 

ment  by  which  the  proceedings  of  ParlinmeDt 
may  be  materially  altered,  and  the  privileges 
of  Members  lessened,  as  a  Standing  Order 
of  the  House  "  (A/r.  DUlwyn)  v,  ;  Question 
proposed,  "  That  the  wordn  Alc.  ;"  after  short 
debate.  Question  put;  A.  106,  N.  20;  M. 
146  (D.  L.  29) 
Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Parliament — Dissolution  of 

Statement,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ; 
short  debate  thereon  Mar  8,  [251]  557 

Suspension  of  Proceedings^  Resolution^  Moved, 
•'  That  in  case  the  Committee  on  any  Private 
Bill,  or  Group  of  such  Bills,  shall  report  their 
opinion  to  the  House,  that  any  Bill  or  Bills 
not  yet  considered  by  them  should  not  be 
entered  upon,  or  that  the  consideration  of  any 
Bill  already  partly  considered  should  not  be 
proceeded  with,  all  further  proceedings  upon 
such  Bills  shall  be  suspended  during  the  pre- 
sent Session  "  ( The  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means)  Mar  10,  [251]  741 ;  Question  put, 
and  agreed  to 

The  Dissolution^  ObserTations,  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  ;  short  debate  thereon 
Jfflrl2,  [25O9I8 

Private  BillSt  Questions,  Mr.  Dillwyn,  The 
Marquess  of  Hartington,  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
Sir  George  Campbell ;  Answers,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  Mar  9,  [251]  691 

Business  of  the  Souse,  Question,  Mr.  Dillwyn  ; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
ifar  15.  [251]  1017 

Moved,  *'  1  hat,  tor  the  remainder  of  the  Session, 
Orders  of  the  Day  have  precedence  of  Notices 
of  Motions,  Govern  ment  Orders  having  pri- 
ority ;  and  that  Government  Orders  have 
precedence  on  Wednesday  "  {Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer);  Motion  agreed  to 

Standing  Orders  for  the  Suspension  of  Private 
Bills,  or  Bills  to  confirm  any  Provisional 
Order  or  Certificate  {The  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means)  Mar  11,  [251]  794 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Orders  be  Standing 
Orders  of  this  House,  and  be  printed 

Standing  Order  for  the  Suspension  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills 

Ordered,  That  where  the  Examiner  hat  not 
reported  as  to  compliance  with  the  Standing 
Orders  in  respect  of  any  Petition  for  a  Private 
Bill  deposited  for  the  present  Session  in  the 
Private  Bill  Office,  such  Petition  shall  be 
suspended,  and  the  Standing  Orders  complied 
with  in  respect  of  the  same  shall  be  held  ap- 
plicable to  such  suspended  Petition  in  the 
ensuing  Session 

That  the  said  Order  be  a  Standing  Order  of 
this  House,  and  be  printed  (No.  141)  {The 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means)  Mar  17 

Parliament f  Privilege  of — Immunity  from 
Arrest 
Moved, ''That  the  privilege  of  Immunity  from 
Arrest,  now  enjoyed  by  Peers  and  Members 
ot  Parliament,  is  not  for  the  public  good, and 
ought  to  be  abolished"  {Mr.  Blake)  Feb  24, 
[250]  1300 

\cont» 


Parliament,  Privilege  of^ Immunity  from  Arrest 
— cont. 
Amendt.  to  leave  out  from  *'  That,"  and  add  **  in 
the  opinion  of  thii  House,  it  it  not  advisablt 
to  extend  the  liability  of  any  class  of  ller 
M»jesty't  subjectt  to  arrest  or  imprisoomeDt 
for  debt,  but  that  it  is  advisable  for  ibe  faoa- 
our  and  dignity  of  this  House  that  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  immediate  vacation  of 
hit  seat  by  any  Member  who  may  become 
bankrupt  or  otherwise  arrange  or  eompoanj 
with  hit  creditort  under  tbe  Bankruptcy 
Lawt  "(ifr.  Charles  Lewis)  v.;  Quettion  pro- 
posed, "That  the  words,  kc.  ;*'  after  short 
debate.  Question  put;  A.  Ill,  N.  128  ;  M. 
17  (D.  L.  21) 
Question,  '*  That  thote  wordt  be  there  added," 
put,  and  negatived 

Parliament  —  Privilege  —  Interference  of 

Peers    in    Elections  —  Hon.    Major 

Joeelyn 
Moved,  **  That  the  language  of  Major  Joeelyn 
complained  of  to  thit  Hoote  it  a  Breach  of 
Privilege,  and  that  the  eondoet  of  the  Earl 
Cadogan  at  complained  of  to  the  Uoott  is 
alto  a  Breach  of  the  Pri  vilej^ea  of  thit  Hooss  ** 
{Mr.  Sullivan)  Feb  23,  [250]  1198 ;  Previoos 
Quettion  propoted,  "  I'bat  that  QoetlioB  bt 
now  put"  {Sir  William  Hareourt);  after 
thort  debate,  Previout  Quettion  put ;  A.  15, 
N.  229  ;  M.  214  (D.  L.  18) 

Parliament — Privilege  —  London    Aiwci- 

papere 

Moved,  '*  That  tbo  article  entitled  *  Oar  Bril- 
liant Brethren'  in  the  <  World'  of  the  ISih 
inttant,  and  the  articlet  in  the  'MomiDf 
Advertiier '  of  the  6th,  Idth,  20th,  and  21st 
inttant,  the  'Daily  Telegraph'  of  the  9th, 
12tb,  ISth,  and  2ard  inttant,  and  the  'Pall 
Mall  Gazette'  of  the  2]tt  inttant,  read  to 
thit  House,  contain  breachet  of  the  Privileges 
of  thU  Hoote  "  {Mr.  i/DinmeU)  Feb  23, 
[250]  1214 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  from  "  That,"  and  add 
*'  thit  Uoute  do  now  proceed  to  the  Orders 
of  the  Day  "  {Mr.  Chaneelhr  of  ike  Exeke- 
quer) ;  Quettion  propoaed,  *'  That  the  words, 
Ao.  ; "  alter  thort  debate,  Qaeaiion  pot,  and 
negatived 

Wordt  added  ;  main  Quettion,  as  amended, 
put,  and  agreed  to 

Parliament — Privilege — Mr.  PUwuoH 
Question,  Obtervationt,  Sir  Charlet  Knatell ; 

Reply,  Mr.  Piimtoll  Feb  17,  [250]  797 
Moved  *'  That  the  publication  ot  priiatcd  plaeardt 
throughout  the  City  of  Wcatmioatcr,  repre> 
tenting  the  part  taken  by  Sir  Charlet  Rus- 
sell, the  Member  for  the  laid  City,  in  the 
proceedings  of  thit  Hoote  at  *  inhnman ' 
and  *  degrading,'  injuriootly  reflcett  npoo 
the  taid  Member,  it  an  attempt  to  coerce  and 
intimidate  him  in  the  ditcharge  ot  hit  duties, 
and  a  breach  of  the  Privileges  of  thit  Hoote  '* 
{Sir  Charles  Ruseell) ;  after  short  debate, 
Moved,  •*  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourbcil  * 
( The  Maiquess  of  Hartington) ;  after  further 
short  debate,  Quettion  put,  and  sgrted  to ; 
Debate  adjourned 

[cunr. 


PAB         P AB         (SESSION    1880) 


PAB 


PAB 


iSO'-isi^ 


PmrHamimi — PriviUg^ — Mr.  Flimsoll—^ont, 

Debate  resained  Feb  20,  1108  ;  after  short 
<)ebate,  Motion  withdrawn 

MoTed,  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Ilouse, 
the  conduct  of  the  honourable  Member  for 
Derbj  in  publishing  printed  placards  denounc- 
ing the  part  taken  by  two  honourable  Mem- 
ben  of  this  Moose  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  was  calculated  to  interfere  with  the 
due  discharge  of  the  duties  of  a  Member  of 
this  House,  and  is  a  breach  of  its  Privileges  : 
—But  this  Ilonse,  having  regard  to  the  with- 
drawal by  the  honourable  Member  for  Derby 
of  the  expressions  to  which  the  honourable 
Member  for  Westminster  has  drawn  its  at- 
tention, is  of  opinion  that  no  further  notion 
on  its  part  is  necessary  "  {Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  ;  after  short  debate,  Trevious 
Question  proposed,  *'  That  that  Question  bo 
now  put  {Sir  William  Hareourt);  after 
further  debate,  Previous  Question  put  ;  A. 
189.  N.  127:  M.62(D.  L.  10) 

Main  Question  put;  A.  182,  N.  116  ;  M.  66 
(D.  L.  17) 

ParUatMnt — The  Septennial  Act — Dura- 
tion of  Parliament 
Moved, "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
the  duration  of  any  future  Parliament  should 
not    exceed  five    vears"  {Mr.  John  Holm$) 
Feb  24,  [250]  1316 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  from  "  House,"  and  add 
"  the  Septennial  Act  has  been  satisfactory  in 
its  operation,  and  ought  not  to  be  repealed  " 
{Colonel  Alexander)  V . ;  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  words  dec. ;"  after  short  debate, 
Question  put ;  A.  60,  N.  110 ;  M.  60  (U  L. 
22) 

Words  added  ;  main  Question,  as  amended,  put, 
and  agreed  to 

Parliament — Privilege  {Tower  High  Level 

Bridge  {Metropolis)  Committee) — Mr, 

Charles  Edmund  Griseell 

Question,  Mr.  C.  Beckett   Denison  ;   Answer, 

The   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Mar  1, 

Moved,  *'That  the  case  of  Charles  Edmund 
Grissell  be  taken  into  consideration  To-mor- 
row "  {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer); 
Motion  agreed  to 

Case  of  Charles  Edmund  Grissell  considered 
Mar  2,  152  ;  IMition  of  Charles  Edmund 
Grissell  presented,  and  read 

Moved,"  That  Charles  Kdmund  Grissell,  having 
evaded  punishment  for  his  offences  agninst 
the  Privileges  of  this  House  until  the  close 
of  the  last  Session,  bo  sent  for  in  the  custody 
of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  this 
[louse,  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  \»»ue  his 
Warrants  accordingly  ;  and  that  ho  be  repri- 
manded, at  the  Bar,  by  Mr.  Speaker,  for  his 
contempt  of  this  ilouso  "  {Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer) 

Amendt.,  to  leave  out  from  **  accordingly  "   to 
the  end    of    the    QucHtion    {Mr.   liylandi)\ 
Question   proposed,  *'  '1  hat  the  words,  Ac.  ;* 
after  short  debate,   Question  pur,  and  nega- 
tited 

Main  Qaestion,  as  amended,  put,  and^agreed  to 

[eoni. 


Parliament — Privilege  (  Tower  Hidh  Level  Bridge 
{Metropolis)  Committee) — Mr,  Charles  Ed^ 
mund  Grissell — cont. 

|]^  The  Serjeant  at  Arms  reported  that  in  pur- 
suance of  the  Order  of  the  House  he  had 
taken  Charles  Edmund  Grissell  into  oitftody 
Mar  2 

Ordered,  *<  That  Charles  Edmund  Grissell  do 
stand  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Ser- 
jeant at  Arms  attending  this  House ;  and 
that  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  Warrants  ac- 
cordingly" 

<\That  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  do  bring  the  said 
Charles  Kdmund  Grissell,  in  custody,  to  the 
Bar  of  this  House,  To-morrow,  at  Twelve  of 
the  clock  "{Mr.  Assheton Cross),  194 

The  Serjeant  at  Arms  having  brought  Oharlet 
Edmund  Grissell  to  the  Bar  of  the  House 

Moved,  **  That  Charles  Edmund  Grissell, 
having  evaded  punishment  for  his  offeooe 
against  the  Privileges  of  this  House,  until 
the  close  of  Inst  Session,  be  committed  to 
Her  Majesty's  Gaol  of  Newgate,  and  tbal 
Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  Warrants  accord- 
ingly "  ( Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
Mar  3,  2i0  ;  Motion  agreed  to 


Parliament — House  of  Lobds 

Sat  First 

1880 

Feb    5—The    Duke    of   Portland,    after    the 
death  of  his  cousin 
The  Viscount  St.  Vincent,  after  the 

death  of  his  father 
The  Lord  Chelmsford,  after  the  death 

of  his  father 
The  Lord  Lawrence,  afler  the  death 
of  his  father 
JV3    6 — The  Earl  of  Ashburnharo,  after  the 
death  of  his  father 
The  Lord  Skene  (Earl  of  Fife),  after 
the  death  of  his  father 

Feb  12 — The  Earl  of  Durham,  after  the  death 
of  his  father 

Feb  23— The  Lord  Clanwilliam  (Earl  of  Clan- 
will  iam),  after  the  death  of  hit 
father 

Feb  27 — The  Ix>rd  Ponsonby,  after  the  death 
of  his  brother 

Mar  22— The  Earl  of  Winton,  after  the  death 
of  his  father 


Parliament — House  of  Commons 

New  Writs  Issued 

During  liecess 

Fvr  Elgin  and  Nairn  Counties,  v. 
Hon.  Alexander  William  Duff,  com- 
monly called  Viscount  Macduff,  now 
Earl  of  Fife,  called  up  to  the  House 
of  Peers 

For  Sheffield  Borough,  v.  Right  Hon. 
John  Arthur  Roebuck,  deceased 

For  Liverpool  Borough,  v.  John  Torr, 
esquire,  deceased 

For  Donegal  County,  v.  William  Wil- 
son, esquire,  deceased 

[coiif. 
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1880 

Feb    6 — For  Barnstaple  Borough,  v.  Samuel 
Danks    Waddy,    esquire,    Chiltem 
Hundreds 
For  Southwark    Borough,    v,    John 
Locke,  esquire,  deceased 
Feb  20 — For  Kilkenny  Borough,  v.  Benjamin 
Whitworth,    esquire.     Manor     of 
Norihstead 
For  Drogheda,  t;.   William  Uogarty 
O'Leary,  esquire,  deceased 
Feb  21^ For  Norfolk  (Western  Division),  v. 
Sir  William  Bagge,  deceased 


New  Members  Sworn 

1880 

Feb    5— Sir  George  Macpherson   Grant,  ba- 
ronet, Elgin  and  Nairn  Counties 
Thomas  Lea,  esquire,  Donegal  County 
Feb  10— Edward   Whitlej,  esquire,  Liverpool 

Borough 
Feb  13 — Samuel  Danki  Waddy,  esquire,  She/' 
field 
Viscount  Lymington,  Bamttaple 
Feb  16 — Edward  George  Clarke,  esquire,  South- 
wark 
Mar  4. — John  Francis  Smithwick,  esquire,  Kil- 
kenny City 
Benjamin  Whitworth,^esquire,  Drog- 
heda  Borough 
Mar  11 — William   Amhurst  Tyssen  Amherst, 
esquire,  Norfolk   County  (Western 
Division) 


Parliamentary  and  Municipal  Registration 
Act,  1878  (41  ^42  Vict.  c.  26,  *.  6) 
Question,   Mr.    Chamberlain  ;     Answer,    Mr. 
Assheton  Qrow  Feb  26,(250]  1440 

Faxliamentary  Elections   and   Cormpt 
Practices  Bill 

(Mr,  Attorney  General,  Mr,  Solicitor  GeneraT) 

e.  Notice  of  Resolution  (StV  Charles  JF.  Dilke^ 
Mar  4,  [2513411 
Bill  ordered*  [Uouse  counted  out] 

Rend  1°  •  3/ar  5  [Bill  102] 

Bill  withdrawn  *ilfar  8 

Parliamentary   Elections   and  Cormpt 
Practices  (No.  2)  Bill 

[Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Solicitor  General) 

e.  Motion   for    Leave    (3/r.    Attorney    General) 
251]  3/ar   10,   777;  after  short  debate,    Motion 
agreed  to  ;  Hill  ordered  ;  read  1°  •  [Bill  J07] 
Question,  Mr.  Anderson ;  Answer,  The  Chan- 
cellor or  the  Exchequer  Mar  11,  814 
Moved,    "That    the     liill    bo    now    read    2°" 
.      3/tirll.859 
Anicndt.  to  leave  out  from  "  That,"  and  add 
"  I  he  provis.i(.n8  of  the  Act  ,*J0  and  31  Vic.  c. 
1(»2,   which  relates  to  pavmeiii    of  the    ex- 
prrtBes  C)f  convoynnco  of  voters  to   the  poll, 
i-Ik.uUI  be  aiiuiuUd,  ii()t  by  ropeallng  the  pro- 

[eont. 


ParUamentary  Eleeiions  and  Corrupt  Practices 
{No.  2)  BiU-^coni. 

hibition  against  the  praetioe,  bot  by  rendering 
it  effeotiTO  (Dr.  CamerofC)  v. ;  Question  pro- 
posed, **TliAt  the  words,  &e, ;"  Moved, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  "  {Mr, 
Henry  Samuelson) ;  after  short  debate,  Ques- 
tion put ;  A.  47,  N.  120  ;  M.  73  (D.  L.  40) 

Question  put,"  That  the  words,  Ao. ;"  A.  116, 
N.  48  ;  M.  68  (D.  L.  41) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agraed  to  ;  Bill  read  2* 

Committee  deferred,  after  abort  debate  Jtfor  ]2> 
251]  952 

Question,  Mr.  Andenon  ;  Answer,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  Mar  15,  1016 

Committee  deferred,  after  short  debate  Mar  15, 
.      1071 

Order  for  Committee  read  ;  Mored, "  That  Mr. 
Speaker  do  now  lea?e  the  Cbair"  Mar  16, 
.      1100 

Amendt.  to  leave  cot  from  '*  That,"  and  add 
"  thhi  House  will,  upon  this  dajr  month,  re- 
solve itself  into  the  said  Committee  "  (ifr. 
Anderson)  V,;  Question  proposed,  "That  the 
words,  Ao. ; "  after  short  debate.  Question 
put ;  A.  82,  N.  55 ;  M.  27  (D.  L.  43) 

Main  Question, "  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Ac; "  put, 
and  agreed  to ;  Committee ;  Report 

Moved,   "  That  the  Bill  be    now  taken  into 

Consideration  "  Mar  17,  1176 
Amendt.  to  leave  oat  "now,"  and  add  ''upon 
this  day  month  "  (  Dr.  Casneran) ;  Question 
proposed,  "  That  *  now,'  Ao. ;  "  after  debate. 
Question  put ;  A.  57,  N.  84  ;  M.  83  (D.  L.  47) 
.  Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to ;  Bill  con- 
sidered, 1188 

.  Read  S^  Mar  18,  1218 

I.  Read  I*  •  {The  Lord PrtMeni) Mar  18 
Read  2*;   Committee  negatived,  after  abort 

debate  Mar  19,  1215  (No.  50; 

Moved,  <*Tbat  the  Bill    be    now  read  8*" 
.      Mar  22,  1233 
Amendt.  to  leave  out  ("  now/')  and  add  (^  this 

day  three  months")  {The  Lmrd  XVnatoii); 

after  short  debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 
Amendt,  to  leave  out  ("now,") and  add  (*'  this 

day  three  months  ")  ( The  Earl  ofKimberlty) ; 

after    short    debate,    on    Question,    That 

("  now,")  Ac. ;    Coot   30,  Not.-Cont.  24  ; 

M.  15  ;  Div.  List,  Cont.  and  Not-Cont.,  1338 
Resolved  in  the  affirmative  ;  Bill  read  3* 
On  Question,  **  That  the  Bill  do  pass  f"  after 

short  debate.  Bill  passed 
Royal  Assent  Mar  24  [48  Vi^^  o.  18] 


Parliamentary  FranchiBe  Bill 

{Mr,  Elliot,  Mr.  Hunter  HodweU,  Mr,  Serjeant 

Spinks) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  !••  jP«i  10  [Bill  82] 

2R.  Wed.  April  28 


Parochial   Charities  {City  of  London) — 
Report  of  Royal  Commission 
Question,  Mr.W.  IJ.  James ;  Answer,  Mr.  Assbe- 
ton  Cross  Feb  12,  [250]  5U8 


PAB 


FEB        (SESSION    1880} 

350—151. 


PEE 


PLU 


Pftrtnenhips  Bill 

{Mr.  Smtpmn  Zlo^d,  Mr.  SenchM,  Mr.  Gregory, 

Mr.  Whitwell) 

§.  Oootidered  in  Committee ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported ;  Bill  ordered ;  read  l^* 
Feb  9  [Bill  26] 

8R.  [Dropped] 

Patents  for  Inventioiis  Bill 

{Mr.  Anderton,  Mr.  Mundslla,  Mr.  Dalrymplet 

Mr.  AUxander  Broum) 

e.  Ordered  ;  retA  l^  •  Feb  25  [Bill  92] 

MoTed,  *'That  the  Bill    be   now    read    2°" 

Ifor  10,  [351]  742 
After  ihort  d«bato,  Amendt.  to  leave  out 
"now/'  and  add  "upon  this  daj  month" 
{Mr,  Frater-Mackintoth) ;  Question  proposed, 
«*ThAt  *now/  ^. ;"  after  further  short  de- 
bate, Amendt.  and  Motion  withdrawn ;  Bill 
withdrawn 

P§aee  Frwervation  {Ireland)  Act 

MoTod,  That  there  be  laid  before  the  House, 
"Returns  showing  what  parts  of  Ireland 
are  proclaimed  under  the  Peace  Preservation 
Act  ( J3U  Lord  Oranmore  and  Browne) 
Mar  15,  [251]  965 ;  after  short  debate,  Mo- 
tion agreed  to 

Peabb,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Durham,  S. 

Aneient  Monuments,  Gomm.  el.  2,  [350]  775, 

776 
Criminal    Law  —  Channel    Islands—  Case  of 
James  Thomas,  [250]  684 
Ezeeotion  at  Manchester,  [250]  1 187 
Custom  House  Re-organization,  [250]  911 
Lighthouses,  Motion  for  Papers,  [251]  813 
Parliament  *-  Viscount  Castlereagh,  Personal 

Explanation,  [251]  86 
Turkey — Anglo-Turkish  Convention  (Appoint- 
ment of  Officers) — Keamil  Pasha,  [250]  917 

PklL,  llvlr.  A.,  Leicester ehire,  S. 
Game  Laws,  Res.  [251]  199,  209,  221 
Railways  and  Canals— Through  Rates,  [250] 

1185 
Ri?ers  Consorrancy,  [250]  591 

Pbmbsbtok,  Mr.  E.  L.,  Kent,  E. 

Charity  Commission — Sittings  of  the  Board, 
[150]  1489 

Penal  Clanses  Abolition  Bill 

{Mr.  p.  J.  Smyth,  Dr.  O'Leary,  Mr.  Syntin) 

e.  Ordered ;  read  V  Feb  9  [Bill  69] 

2R.  Wed.  June  80 

Pekzance,  Lord 

Common  Law  Procedure  and  Judicature  Acts 
Amendment,  2R.  [251]  1079 

Peboy,  Bight  Hon.  Earl,  Northumber- 
land, N. 
Ancient  Monuments,  8R.  [250]  1868 
Game  Laws,  Ros.  [251]  192 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate),  Res.  [250]  1664 

yOL.    OOLI.        [tHIBD    SERIES.] 


Pebeiks,  Sir  F.,  Southampton 

Prisons  Act — Superannuations,  [251]  1175 


Perpetuity  Leases  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Mr.  Errington,  Colonel  CoUhurei,  Mr.  Fey) 

€.  Ordered  ;  read  l^  •  Feb  6  [Bill  58] 

2R.  Fri.  May  28 


Pereia  and  Herat 

Questions,  Earl  GrauTille;  Answers,  The  Earl 

250]  of  Beaconsfield  i^e6  10,  875  ;  Explanation  of 
Statement,  The  Earl  of  Beaconsfield  JV5  12, 
485  ;  Observations,  Question,  Earl  Gran- 
ville ;  Reply,  The  Earl  of  Beaconsfield 
.  Feb  18,  582;  Question,  The  Marquess  of 
Ilartington  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  Feb  10,  862 ;  Question,  Mr.  W. 
Holms  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer Feb  12,  520 


Pnc,  Captain  B.,  Oraveand 

Commerce  and  Free  Trade,  Motion  for  a  Select 

Committee,  [250]  616 
Great  Britain  and  Nicaragua — The  Pending 

Arbitration,  [251]  809 
NaTj-— Admiralty  Financial  Return,  [250]  265 

H.M.S.  '•  Wivem,"  [250]  1196 
Nayy— SUte  of  the,  Res.  [25 1]  562,  586,  587 
Navy  Estimates,  [250]  1105 

Sea  and  Coast  Guard  Serrjces,  [251]  646 
Parliament — Orders    of    the    Day — Standing 
Order  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means,  Res. 
[250]  1579 


Playfaib,  Bight  Hon.  Mr.  Lyon,  Edin- 
burgh and  8t.  Andrew* e  Universities 

Liverpool  Corporation  Water,  2R.  [250]  1292 

Medical  SUff  (India),  [250]  1485 

Public  Health— Small-Pox  (Metropolis),  [251] 
1014 

Registrar  General,  Appointment  of— Dr.  Farr, 
[250]  1198 


PuMSOLL,  Mr.  B.,  Derby  Bo. 

Merchant  Shipping — Grain  Cargoes,  [250]  1446, 

1447 
Merchant    Shipping   Act  —  Imprisonment    of 

Sailors,  [251]  802 
Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk,  Motion  for  a 

Select  Committee,  [250]  1359  ;  Nomination 

of  Select  Committee,  [251]  584,  588 
Parliament  —  Privilege— Mr.    Plimaoll,  [250] 

797, 1109 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2),  Consid.  [251]  1180 


Plunket,  Hon.  D.  R.,  Dublin  University 
Irish  Church  Act  (1860)  Amendment,  Lea?e, 

[251]  274,  275;  2R.  752 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  209,  217,  221.  228,  281 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate),  Res.  [250]  1600 
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Political  Prisoners  Bill 

{Mr.    O'Connor  Tower,  Sir  Charles    W.  Dilke, 
Mr.  Joseph  Coicen,  Sir  Wilfrid  Zatcson) 

e.  Ordered  :  read  l***  Feb  6  [Bill  19] 

2R.  Wed.  June  9 

Poor  Lauj 

M18CILLAIIXOU8   QuXSTIONt 

Dissolution  of  the   Witham  Union^  Question  1 

Mr.    Round  ;    Answer,    Mr.    Sclater- Booth 

Feb  27.  [250]  1666 
Election  of  Guardians — Legislation^  Question, 

Mr.    Ilibbert ;    Answer,    Mr.   Sclater-Boott) 

Mar  4,  [250]  300 
Liability  to  Poor  Rates—  Overseers  of  St.  Wer^ 

burgh  V.  Hutchinson,  Questions,  Sir  Charles 

W.    Dilke  ;     Answer*,     Mr.    Sclater-Booth 

i/ar6,[25i]425;  Afar  17, 1174 
Poor   Removal  —  Legislation,    Question,    Mr. 

Synan  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sclater-Booth  Feb  12, 

[250]  614 
Superannuation  of  Officen  —  7^  Tenterden 

Guardians,  Question,  Sir  Trevor  Lawrence ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Sclater-Booth  Mar  16,  [251] 

1011 


Poor  Law  OuardiaxiB  (Election  by  Ballot) 
(Lreland)  BiU 

{Mr.  Erringtonf  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  0^  Conor) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Feb  6  [Bill  20] 

2R.  Wed.  June  16 

Poor  Law  Guardians  (Lreland)  Bill 

{Mr.  Fay,  Mr.  P.  /.  Smyth,  Mr.  Patrick  Martin, 
Mr.  Errington,  Mr.  Redmond) 

e.  Ordered ;  read  l**  Feb  6  [Bill  21] 

2R.  Wed.  June  16 

Poor  Law  Onardians  (Lreland)  (Minis- 
ters of  Religion)  Bill  (Lord  Edmond 
Fitzmauriee,  Mr,  Shaw,  Mr.  Denis  O*  Conor) 

0.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Feb  13  [BUI  76] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Post  Office 

MlSClLLAlOEOUS   QUXSTTONt 

Emyvale,  Question,  Mr.  SulliTan ;  Answer, 
Lord  John  Manners  Feb  19,  [250]  918 

Mails  for  Gibraltar,  Question,  Colonel  Naghten : 
Answer,  Lord  John  Manners  Feb  19,  [250] 
922 

Post  Office  Savings  Banks  —  Investment  of 
Small  Sums,  Question,  Mr.  Fawcett ;  An- 
swer, The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
Feb  16,  [250]  682 ; — Legislation,  Question, 
Mr.  Wait ;  Aiiswer,  Lord  John  Manners 
Feb  17,811 

Pvst  Office  Savings  Bank  Regulations,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Ilihbcrt  ;  Answer,  Lord  John  Man- 
ners Feb 2i, [2^0]  1297 

Return— P.P.  79 

[conf. 


Post  Ofticb— coot. 

Private  Telegraph  Wires,  Quest  ions,  Mr. 
Gr.iy  ;  An^wtTS.  Lord  John  Manner*  />'■  2.^, 
[250]  1191  ;--X>i#f/oiur<  of  Priv'jte  Tfi- 
grams.  Questions,  Lord  Randolph  Church. M, 
Major  Nolan  ;  Answers,  Lord  John  Maonen 
Feb  26,  use 
The  New  Penny  Postage  Stamp,  Questiosi, 
Mr.  Thomson  Hankey  ;  Answers,  Lord  Jobs 
Manners  Feb  16,  [250]  682 

Post  Office  (Money  Orderi)  Bill 

{Sir  Henry  Selwin^Ibbetson,  Lord  JuAn  Mamntn- 

c.  OHered  ;  read  !••  Feb9  [Bill  62] 

Questions,  Mr.  W.  Beckett  Denison,  Mr.  Dod- 

son ;    Answers,  Sir  Ilenrjr  Selwio-lbbctsco 

ifar  1,  [251]  24 
2R.  deferred,  after  short  debate  Mar  1,  1 15 
Question,  Mr.  Thomson  Hankey ;  Answer,  Sir 

Henry  Selwin-lbbetson  Mar  2,  162 
BiU  withdrawn  •  Mar  10 


Potato  Crop 

Select  Committee  appointed,  "  to  inquirs  into 
the  best  meaDS  of  diminiahing  the  freqoenej 
and  extent  of  fiiilorea  in  the  Potato  Crop** 
{Major  Nolan)  Feb  10 

PowEB,  llvlr.  J.  O'Connor,  Mayo 

Parliament —  Pri?i]ege  —  Mr.  PlimsoU,  [150] 
1146 
Queen's  Speeob,  Addresa    in  Answw  to, 
[250]  82,  180,  201,  365,  369 
Parliament — FriTilege— Interfismce  of  Pecn 
in   Eleetiona — Hon.    Migor    JocelyD,   Ret. 
[250]  1210, 1212 
Prisons  (Ireland)— Abolition  of  Spike  Island 

Convict  Prison,  [350]  065 
Relief  of  Distrees  (lrelAnd>— Distribntion  of 

Seeds,  [251]  010 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  [250]  692 ; 

H.  8,  786,  741,  742,  763,  027  :  eL  0, 1019 
Taxation  (Great  BriUin  and  Ireland},  MotiOi 
for  a  Select  Committee,  [251]  70S 

PowEB,  Mr.  B.,   Waiarford 
Parliament— Orders   of    the    Day^Slandisf 
'  Order  of  Supply  and  Ways  nnd  Meent,  Rss. 
[250]  1676, 1679 
Relief  of  Diatreti  (Ireland),  Cobb.  tL  9,  [250] 
1018 

PowiSy  Earl  of 
Common  Law  Praoednre  and  Jodkatare  Adi 

Amendment,  8R.  [251]  1079 
Settled  Land,  2R.  [351]  986 

Prayer  Book  Amendment  BiU  [bj-] 

{The  Lord  Mury) 

I.  Presented  ;  read  !••  Mar  9  (No.  24) 

Waiting  for  2R.  M-jr  17 

Pbice,  Captain  O.  £.,  Dov^itpart 

Navy — Royal  Marines,  [150]  916 
NaTy  Kstimates -Marine  Di?iBiooa,[t5i]ife 
Sea  and  Coast  Goard  Serrloea,  [151]  ill 
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IVuaHi  Act — Superannuattona 

Qoattion,  Sir  Frederick  Perkins  ;  Answer,  Sir 
Henry  Selwin-Ibbetson  Mar  17,  [251]  1175 

Frmnt    (Ireland)    Act — Infirmary    and 
Gaol  Surgeons 
Qoettion,    Mr.    Errington  ;   Answer,  Mr.  J. 
Lowtiier  Feb  23,  [250]  1192 

ProlMttes  of  Wills,  ftc.  Bill 

(ifr.  £mkM,  Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 

Sir  Senry  Selwin-Ibbetson) 

€,  Retolotions  considered  in  Committee  Mar  5, 
[as  1]  580 

Resolations  reported,  and  agreed  to ;  Bill  or- 
dered; read  1«*  Mar  8  [Bill  104] 

Read  29,  after  long  debate  Mar  15.  1018 

Ordered,  That  the  Probates  of  Wills,  dtc.  Bill, 
And  the  Customs  and  Inland  Revenue  Bill,  be 
eommitted  to  the  same  Committee  Mar  16 

Instmction  to  the  Committee,  That  tliej  have 
power  to  consolidate  the  two  Bills  into  one 
Bill 
[See  title  Customs  and  hUand  Revenue  BiU] 

FuhUe  Mealth 

AduUeraOim  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875, 
Question,  Mr.  Verner ;  Answer,  Sir  Henrj 
Selwin-Ibbetson  Mar  2,  [251]  148 

Small  Pox  {Metropolis)^  (Question,  Mr.  Ljon 
Playfair :  Answer,  Mr.  Sclater- Booth  Mar  15, 
[25 >]  1014 

Trichinosis — School  Ship  **  Cornwall"  Ques- 
tions, Observations,  Lord  Thurlow  ;  Replies, 
Earl  Beauchamp  Feb  19,  [350]  903  ;  Mar  22, 
[as  I]  1233 

PaUic    Health    (Ireland)    Act    (1878) 
Amendment  Bill 

{Mr.  Medmond,  Mr.  O'Cleryy  Mr.  Fay) 

0.  Ordered  ;  read  1»*  Feb  6  [Bill  IC] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

PuiiESTON,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Devonport 

Africa — West  Coast — Medina  and  Liberia,  [350] 

1444 
India-— Wynaad  Gold  Fields,  [250]  1568 
India  OiBce — Shipping  Contracts,  [250]  1443 

Baikes,  Mr.  n.  C.  ((^airman  of  Com- 
mittees   of    Ways    and    Means), 

Chester 
Bristol  Corporation,  2R.  [251]  145 
Chester  Gas  Bill,  [250]  1605 
Licensing  Laws  Amendment,  Leave,  [250]  877 
Liverpool  Corporation  (Loans,  &c.)  (Composi- 
tion of  Stamp  Duty),  Comm.  [251  ]S98 
Lirerpool  Corporation  Water,  2K.[25o]  1203 
Parliament— Private  Bills,  Res.  [251J  741.704 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 
(No.  2),  Comm.  cl.  2,  [251]  1133, 1 134, 1136, 
1137;  e/.  3,  1163 
Provisional  Order  Bills,  Res.  [250]  1098 
Railway  Servants  (Compensation   for  Injurj), 

[250]  1446  ;  lies.  [251]  715,  725 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  el,  3,  [250] 
731;  cl.  9,  1002,1008,  1012,  1015,  1017; 
el,  15,1161 

[coni. 


Raikbi,  Mr.  H.  C. — eoni. 

Seed  Potatoes  (Ireland),  Comm.  ol,  8,  [S50] 

652 :  el.  6,  657,  658,  659,  773 
Snpplj— War  in  Soath  Afrioa  (Vote  of  Credit), 

[251]  762,  764 

Railway  Brakes 
Question,  Earl  De  La  Warr;   Answer,  Lord 
Henniker  Feb  19,  [250]  901  ;  Qoestion,  Mr. 
Baxter ;   Answer,  Viscount  Sandon  Mar  9, 
[25 1]  685  Retiiro^[3485] 

Railway  Charges  Abroad 
Moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Hoase, 
*'  a  Return  of  the  rate  of  charges  aothorixed 
bjr  law,  and  those  actually  levied  by  the  dif- 
ferent railway  companies,  in  the  following 
countries  :  France,  United  States  of  America, 
Russia,  Italy,  Germany,  Austria,  Holland, 
Belgium,  Denmark,  Spain,  Portugal"  {The 
Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery)  Feb  12,  [250]  506  ; 
after  short  debate,  Motion  withdrawn 

Railway  Servants  ( Compensation/or  Injury) 

Questions,  Mr.  Mondella,  Mr.  Sullivan;  An« 
swers,  Mr.  Raikes,  Mr.  Speaker  Feb  26,  [850] 
1445;  Question,  Sir  Edward  Watkin;  An- 
swer, The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Mar  9, 
[251]  689 

Moved,  **  That  the  exceptional  character  of  the 
services  performed  and  dangers  incurred  by 
Railway  Servants  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  calls  for  the  immediate  and  special  at- 
tention of  Her  Majesty's  Government;  and 
that  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  a  change  in 
the  Law  is  required,  by  which,  notwithstand- 
ing  the  legal  doctrine  of  common  employ- 
ment, adequate  compensation  shall  be  ae- 
cured  to  Railway  Servants  in  all  oases  of 
injury  to  which  they  have  not  personally  con- 
tributed "  {Mr.  Raikes)  Mar  9,  [251]  716 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  from  **  That,"  and  add 
'*  while  it  might,  on  the  eve  of  a  General 
Election,  serve  party  purposes  in  such  bo- 
roughs to  single  out  Railway  industry  for 
exceptional  legislation,  such  a  course  would 
be  contrary  to  precedent  and  be  unsupported 
by  the  facts  relating  to  accidents  attending 
mechanical  and  other  industrial  employments, 
and  that  the  question  of  accidents  arising 
in  the  conduct  of  all  the  industries  of  the 
Country,  whether  from  personal  carelesaness, 
detective  control,  or  other  onuses,  and  the 
constant  premature  death  of  and  injury  to 
probably  100,000  persons  annually,  demands 
the  grave  attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, with  a  view  to  the  adoption  by 
Parliament  of  some  general  and  adequate 
system  of  insurance,  to  the  funds  for  which 
both  the  capitalist  and  the  workman  should 
contribute  in  just  proportions  "  {Sir  Edward 
Watkin)  v.  ;  Question  proposed,  **  That 
the  words,  Ato. ; "  after  short  debate  [House 
counted  out] 

Railways    and    Canals  —  The    Wancick 
Canal  Company — 2%rough  Rates 
Question,  Mr.  Arthur  Peel ;  Answer,  Visoount 
Sandon  Feb  23,  [250]  1185 
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Raihcayi — Regulation  of  Railway»  Act^ 

1871 

Quostion,  General  Sir  Geopgo  Balfour  ;  Answer, 

Viscount  S.indon  Feb  20,  [350]  1101  ;—The 

Railway  Commissioners,  Question,  Mr.  Monk; 

Answer,  Mr.  J.  G.  Talbot  Feb  17,  794 

Rammingen^i  Naturalization  Bill  [n.L.] 

/.  Presented  (on  petition);  read  !••  Mar  15 
Certificate  read  ;  petitioner  took  the  oath  ;  the 
Queen's  consent  signified  by  the  Lord  Chan* 
cellor  ;  Bill  rend  2"^  (according  to  order)  and 
committed  forthwith  :  Order  for  considering 
Standing     Orders     Nos.      XXXVII.     and 
XXXVIII.  read,  and  discharged;  Reported 
with  Amendments  Mar  10 
Read3»*  Jl/flrr  17 
e.  Read  1«  •  ;  llead  2«  ;  Report  Mar  17 

Read  Z^^  Mar\% 
I  Royal  Assent  Mar  19  [43  Vict,  0.  i] 

Ramsay,  Mr.  J.,  Falkirk y  Sfc, 

Chartered  Banks  (Colonial),  2R.  Amendt.  [S50] 

567,  577 
Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  3R.  [251]  775 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 
(No.  2).  Leave,  [251]  779;   Comm.  1073; 
Consid.  1178 
Probates  of  Wills,  &C.  2R.  [251]  1057 
Supply — Local  Government  Board,  [250]  1271, 
1273 
National  Education  in  Ireland,  [251]  380 
Report,  [251]  771 

Rathbone,  Mr.  W.,  Liverpool 
Chartered  Banks  (Colonial),  2R.  [250]  574 
India — Afghanistan — The    War — Expenses    of 
Military  Operations,  Res.  [251]  927 

Bating  of  Machinery  Bill 

(Jfr.  Birley,  Mr,  Hibberi,  Mr,  BipUy) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  V**  Mar  10  [Bill  108] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Bating  of  Towns  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Mr,  O^Shaugknessj/f  Sir  Joseph  M*Kenna) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1«»  •  Feb  6  [Bill  15]    I 

2R.  Wed.  1/ay  13 

Read,  Mr.  Clare  8.,  Norfolk,  S. 
Game  I^ws,  Res.  [251]  195 
Municipal  Corporations  ( Property  Qoalifloation 
Abolition),  2R.  [250]  898 

Redesdale,  Earl  of  (Chairman  of  Com- 
mittees) 

Ancient  Monuments,  2R.  [251]  785,788 
Companies  Acts  Amendment,  2R.  [250]  1276  ; 

Cornm.  [251]  782 
Ili|;liw»vs  and  J.oconiotivrs  (Amendment)  Act, 

lS7i<,  Motion  for  an  Address.  [251]  905 
Ilypolhtc  Abolition  (Scotland),  2K.  [251]  067, 

901;    Ooiiim.   IfSO;     lt«i>ort,    lli;8,    UCU, 

1170;  nn.  nt»7,  I'JOl 
Paili.iiiieiitnry  Kli*clion«  ;ind  Corrupt  Praoticcn 

(No.  2;,  ;U{.  I  25  I]  li-.-.J* 


Redmond,  Mr.  "W.  A.,  Wexford 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech.  Address  in  An- 

swer  to,  [250]  182;  Amendt.  152 
Relief  ol  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  [250^  TU 

RxED,  1!^.  E.  J.,  Pembroke,  i-e. 
Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Balk,  *^oiniDation  of 

Select  Committee,  [351]  540 
Nafy  Estimates— Admiral t J  OfBce,  [351!  ^'^' 
Dockyards,  d^o.  [251]  659 
Sea  and  Coatt-Gbard  Serrices,  725 1]  t»^, 
053 

Registrar  General,  Appointment  of  tht— 
Dr,  Farr 

Question,  Mr.  Anderson  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sclatrr- 

250]  Booth  Feb  6,  148  ;  Obserrations,  Qoeitioo. 

The  Marquess  ot  Lothian  :  Keply,  The  Earl 

.     of  Beaconsfleld  Feb  13,  585  ;  Qoettion,  Wr, 

Lyon  Play&ir;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 

.     the  Ezcheqoer  Feb  23, 1 193 

Registration  of  Voteri  (Irelaiid)  Bill 

(Mr,  MeMoH,  Mr,  Shaw,  Mr.  Mtnry) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  *  Feb  6  [BiU  54' 

Read  2o*ifar  3 
Committee  [Dropped] 

Relief  of  Listren  {Irelmnd) 

Question^  Obserrations,  Loiti  Emiy ;  Reply. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon ;  ihort 
250]  debate  thereon  ^«6  12,  487;  Qoettion,  Mr. 
Dillwyn ;  Answer,  The  Cbaneellor  of  the 
Bxchequer  Feb  13,  589;  Qoeetion,  The 
O'Donoghuc  ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowther. 
591 ;  Question,  Obtenrations,  The  Earl 
of  Donoughmore,  Lord  Ormnmore  ao4 
Browne  ;  Reply,  The  Duke  of  Richmond  a&d 
Gordon  Feb  19,  904;  Qneations,  Mr. 
Mitchell  Henry,  Mr.  Gray  ;  Aniwers,  Mr.  J. 
.  Lowther  Feb  23,  1 194  ;  Qoeations,  Mr.  Sul- 
livan ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  Genefml  ior 
Ireland  Mar  18,  [251]  1303 

Applieatione  for  iMMm^The  Retwme,  Qiue- 
tion,  Mr.  Errington;  Anaver,  Mr.  J. 
Lowther  Mar  1,  [251]  37  ;  QneetioB,  Major 
Nolan ;  Answer,  Mr,  J.  Lowther  Mar  12, 
911;  Qoestiont,  Mr.  Errintton ;  Anawen* 
The  Attorney  General  for  IreUnd  Mar  17, 
1175;  ifor  18, 130i 

Distribution  of  Seede,  Qnettiona,  Mr.  P. 
Martin,  Mr.  O'Connor  Power ;  Aiifwen,Mr. 
J.  Lowther  Mar  12,  [251]  909 

Kilkenny  Union^  Qoeetions,  Mr.  P.  Martin; 
Answcrs2_Mr.  J.JLowtber  Feb  19,  [>So]  9S0 

Mr.  JTa 


Lonpford  Union,  The,  Qoeationa, 

McCarthy  ;  Answer*,  Mr.  J.  Lowther  Febi, 

[250I  150;  fV5l3,519 
Nenaoh,  Questions,  Mr.  O'Donnell;  Aatwert, 

Mr.  J.  Uwthcr  Feb  37,  [250]  1M9 
Newcastle  West  and  Lomdonderry,  QaeatieDf» 

Mr.  O'Donnell ;  Answert,  Mr.  J.  Lowther 

F<7;1»,  [250]  916 
Presentment  Sestitms  •»  Loame  for    SmmUarjf 

Works,   Questions,    Colonel  CoUkarrt,  Mr. 

ShAw  ;  Answers,  Mr.  J.  Loviher  FiA  IS, 

[250]  515 
Rmhnhg^ii,  Kilt/are,  Question,   Mr.  Mcldon: 

AtiRwer,  The  Attorney  Genenl  kit  IreUad 
'*.  [25OIO90 
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lUluJ  of  DUireu  {lreland)~-coui, 

lUlu/  Works  in  the  County  of  Mayo',  Ques- 
tion, Lord  Monteagle  ;  Answer,  The  Duke 
of  Riohmond  and  Gordon  Mar  i,  [251]  295 

Supply  of  Seed  Potato€M,  Q,ue»iion  Mr.  Erring- 
ton,  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowtber  Mar  10,  [251] 
304 

The  Carrickmacroft  Board  of  Guardians^ 
Question,  Mr.  Sullivan  ;  Answer,  The  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  Mar  16,  [251] 
1099 

The  Clifden  Board  of  Ouardian$^  Questions, 
Mr.  Mitchell  Henry ;  Answers,  Mr.  J. 
Lowther  Mar  4,  [251]  303 

Th§  Dundalk  Union,  Question,  Mr.  Callan  ; 
Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowtber  Mar  12,  [251]  912 

The  Irish  Church  Temporalities  Commissioners^ 
Question,  Mr.  Gabbett  ;  Answer,  The  Chan- 
oellor  of  the  Exchequer  Mar  8,  [2(;i]  554 

The  Papers,  Question,  The  O'Donogbue  ; 
Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowtber  Feb  6,  [250]  151 

The  Seeds  Ad,  Question,  Major  Nolan  ;  Au. 
■wer,  Mr.  J.  Lowther  Mar  il,  [251]  802  ;— 
Castletown- Berehaven  Union,  Question.  Co- 
lonel Coltburst  ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Lowther 
JfarS,  [25O554 


Pari  Papers- 
Correspondence  1879-80 
Circular,  7tb  Feb.,  1880 
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Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  James  Loic- 

ther.  Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibbetson,  Mr.  Attorney 

General  for  Ireland) 
€,  Motion  for  Leave  ( The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
150]  chequer)  Feb   6,   238  ;   after  short   debate. 
Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  ordered  ;  read   l-^ 

[Bill  1] 

MoTed,   "That    the  Bill    be    now    read   2°" 
.      Feb\2,63S 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  from  "  That,"  and  add 
**  it  is  inexpedient  that  any  portion  of  the 
property  accruing  to  the  Commissionerfl  of 
Church  Temporalities  under  *  The  Irish 
Church  Act,  1869,'  shall  be  applied  towards 
the  temporary  relief  of  distress  in  Ireland, 
and  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  authorizing 
such  advances  out  of  such  property  cannot  be 
Mtisfactory ;  and  this  House  is  of  opinion 
that  all  advances  to  bo  made  for  the  purpose 
of  relieving  distress  in  Ireland  shall  be  made 
from  Imperial  resources"  (Mr.  Synan)v.; 
Question  proposed,  "  That  tho  words,  <bc.  ;  " 
after  debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 

Haip  Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2° 

Order  for  Committee  read  ;  Moved,  **  That  Mr. 
Deputy   Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair" 
.     Feb  16,  688 

Amendt.  to  leave  out  from  **  That,"  and  add 
*'  it  is  inexpedient  that  any  portion  of  the 
property  accruing  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Church  Temporalities  under  *  Tho  Irish 
Church  Act,  1869.'  shall  be  npplicd  towards 
the  temporary  relief  of  distress  in  Ireland, 
and  that  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  authorizing 
such  advances  out  of  such  property  cannot 
be  satinfactory  :  and  thin  IIouho  is  of  opinion 
that  ail  advances  to  be  made  for  tho  purpose 
of  relieving  the  distress  in  Ireland  should  be 
made  ironi  Inipoiial  rcijoincci* '*  {Mi.  Smi'in) 

[eoiU. 


Relief  of  Distress  {Ireland)  Bill— cont, 

V.  ;  Question   proposed,  "  That   the    words, 
&o.  ; "  after  long  debate,  Question  put ;  A. 
126,  N.  34:  M.  92(D.  L.  6) 
Main  Question,  "  That  Mr.   Deputy  Speaker, 
<fec.,"put,  and  agreed  to  ;  Committee — b.p. 
250]  Committee— R.p.  Feb  19,  923 
.  Committee  ;  Report  Feb  20,  1 159     [Bill  84]    ' 
Considered  ;   after  short  debate,  Bill  read  3^ 
.      Feb  23,  1226 
l.  Read  !»•  {Lord  President)  Feb  24    (No.  10) 
251]  Read  2%  after  debate  Mar  I,  2 
.  Committee  Mar  4,  291 
.  Report  Mar  5,  414  (No.  26) 

.  Head  3%  after  short  debate  Mar  8,  547 
e.  Lords  Amendts.  considered  Mar  11,  870 ;  after 

debate.  Lords  Amendts.  agreed  to 
/.  Royal  Assent  Mar  15  [43  Vict.  c.  4] 

BiCHARD,  Mr.  H.,  Merthyr  Tydtfil 

Africa  (West  Coast)-— Bombardment  of  Onitsha, 

[25o]509,  510,  681 
Municipal  Corporations,  [250]  1180 

Richmond  and  Gordon,  Duke  of  (Lord 

President  of  the  Council) 
Agricultural  Distress,  Commission  on,  [251]  129 
Agricultural  Produce,  [251]  414 
Ancient  Monuments,  2R.  [251]  786,  788 
Blind  and  Deaf- Mute  Children,  2 R.  [251]  1172 
Highway  Board  Accounts,  Motion  for  a  Return, 

[251]  128 
Highways  nnd  Locomotives  (Amendment)  Act, 

1878.  Motion  for  an  Address,  [251]  903 
Ilong  Kong — Contagious  Diseases  Ordinance, 

1867— Address  for  Papers,  [251]  1254 
Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  2K.  [251]  957  ; 

Comm.  1082;  Report,  1169,  1170 
Ireland,  Distress  in,  [250]  502.  503 

Belief  Works  in  the  County  of  Mayo,  [251] 
295 
Ireland,  State  of.  Motion  for  Returns,  [250] 

1.561,  1503 
Medical  Act  (1858)  Amendment,  [250]  144 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [251]  2 
Reiiff  of  Distress  (Ireland),  [250]  005;   2R. 

[251]  2;  Comm.  cl.S,  292;  cl.  9,  204;  cl,  11, 

295  ;  Report,  417,  418 
Royal  School  of  Minos,  Jermyn  Street,  Motion 

for  a  Paper,  [251]  963,  964 
Seeds  (Ireland),  Comm.  [250]  1183;  SR.  1429 

EiDLEY,  Sir  M.  W.  (Under  Secretary  of 

State  for  tho  Homo  Department), 

Northumberland,  iV. 

Commons  Act  ( 1 876)  Amendment, 2R. [250] 900 

Game  Laws,  Res.  [251 J  216 

Oxford   and    Cambridge    Boat   Race   and    the 

London  Steam  Boat  Company,  [251]  1220 
Supply— Prisons,    England,    [251]    852,   353, 
354,  355 

Ridley,  Mr.  E.,  Northumberland ^  S, 
Leases,  211.  [250]  893 

RiPON,  Marquess  of 

Eastern    Question,    Motion    for    an    .\ddicss, 
[251]  1001 
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Ripoir,  Marquess  of — eotU. 

India — Afghanistan — Policy    of   the   Gofern- 

ment.  Address  for  Papers,  [250]  1076 
Medical  Act  (1858)  Amendment,  [250]  H4 
Settled  Land,  3R.  [251]  280 

EiTCHiE,  Mr.  0.  T.,  Tower  RamUtB 

Beer  Dealors'  Retail  Licences,  Comm.  [250] 

1709 
Intoxicating  Liquors  fLicences),  Res.  [251]  493 
Mercantile  Marine — Transmisnion  of  Seamen's 

Wages— The  "Midge"  Scheme,  [251]  914 

Rivera  Conservancy  Bill — Legislation 
Question,    Mr.    Arthur   Peel :    Answer,   Mr. 
Sclater-Booth  Feb  13,  [250]  091 

Boad  Debts  on  Entailed  Estates  (Scot- 
land) Bill  {Colonel  Drummond-Moray^ 
Sir  William  Edmonttone) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  !••  Mar  1  [Bill  95] 

Read  20  ifar  3,  [351]  273 

Committee*  ;  Report  Mar  4 

Read3«*il/ar5 
I  Read  U*(rhe  Lord  Steward)  Mar 6  (No.  29) 

Read2»*3far  12 

Committee*  ;  Rt'port  Ifa^  13 

Read  3»  •  Mar  15 

Royal  Assent  Mar  19  [48  Ttd.  0.  7] 

BoBEBTS,  Mr.  J.,  Flint,  ^e. 

Leases,  2R.  [250]  893 

EoDWELL,  Mr.  B.  B.  H.,  Camhridgeshire 
Game  Laws,  Res.  [25 1]  209 
Intoxicating  Liquors  (Lioenoes),  Ret.  [351]  483 

B0S8E,  Earl  of 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250J  16 

Roumania — The  Jews 

Question,  Mr.  Serjeant  Simon ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Feb  17,  [250] 
794 

Bound,  Mr.  J.,  Essex,  E, 

Poor  Law — Dissolution  of  the  Witham  Union, 
[250]  1506 

Royal  School  of  Mines,  Jermyn  Street 
Question,  Sir  John  (lay ;  Answer,  Lord  George 
Hamilton  Mar  If  [251]  28;  Question,  Mr. 
Bell ;  Answer,  Lord  George  Ilamilton  Mar  2, 
148 
Moved,  that  there  he  laid  before  the  Douse, 
"  Copy  of  correspondence  relating  to  the  trans- 
fer to  South  Kensington  of  the  Metallurgical 
Department  which  has  been  conducted  in 
Jermyn  Street  since  the  year  1851  '*  ( The 
Duke  of  Somerset)  Mar  15,  [251]  962  :  after 
short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to 

Russell,  Sir  C,    JTesf minster 

India—  Arniv  Prize — "  The  Begum  Koote  Luck- 
now,"  [251]  1 175 

[eoni. 


RussiLL,  Sir  C,—cont. 

ICerchant    Shipping  —  Grain    Cargoes,    "iso' 

1448;  [251]  555 
Parliament — PriTilege — Mr.     Plimioll,   [so' 

797,  1110 

Russia 

The  Expiation  tU  the  Winter  Palaef,  Question. 
Observations,  Earl  Granville :  Reply.  Th« 
Earl  of  Beaconsfleld  Feb  19,  [350]  VH. 
Question,  The  Marquess  of  Ilartinfton ;  Ad. 
swer.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exoheqocr, 
922 

Russia    and    Western    Asia — LiiutnAnt 

Colonel  Maegregor 
Questions,   Mr.  Grant    Doff;    Answers,  Tb« 
Chancellor  of  the  Ezebeqaer,  Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hope  Feb  19,  [350]  908 

BxTTLAin),  Duke  of 

Agricalture  and  Trade,  State  of,  [351]  1240 

Bylands,  Mr.  P.,  Burnley 
Beer  Dealers'  Retail  Uceneet,  Comm.  ^ico' 

1709 
Blind  and  Deaf-Mate  Children,  Comm.  [251]  110 
Chartered  Banks  (Colonial).  2R.  [350]  574 
Civil  Service  Estimates,  [351]  319 
Congress  of   Berlin— Protocol    18 — Ottomis 

Bondholders,  [350]  1189 
Irish  Church  Act  (1869)  Amendment,  2  R.  [151' 

756 
Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Balk,  NominaticD  of 

Select  Committee,  [351]  353 
Parliament— Privilefe — Mr.  Plimsoll,  Motun 
for  Adjournment,  [850]  1167,  1158 
Queen's  Speech,   Address    in   Answer  to. 
[350]  427 
Parliament — Bosiness  of  the  Hoost  (Order  ia 

Debate),  Res.  [350]  1595 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Cormpt  Prsetisn 

(No.  2),  Leave,  [351]  779 
Patents  for  Inventions,  9R.  [35 1I  748 
Public  Aecoonts,  NomiDatioa  of  Select  Cost* 

mittee,r25i]544 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  [350]  697 
Supply — Charity  CommissioB  for  Englaad  asd 
Wales,  [350]  1269 
Civil  Contingencies  Fond,  Reuajaeat  ti. 

[351]  407 
Colonial  Ix>oal  Revenue,  4o.  [351]  405 
Consular  Services,  [351]  401 
National  School  Teachers'  SaperaBBasiios 

Office,  Dnblin,  [351]  S6S 
New  (k>urts  of  /bstieo  and   Oflosi,  [250] 

1253 
Prisons,  England,  [351]  856 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [350]  lt69, 1261 
Report,  [351]  529 

Stationery  and  IMntinf,  [351]  994, 827 
Treasury,  [350]  1262,  1264,  1266 
War  in  South  Africa  (Voteof  Gicdit),[tsi] 
760,  770 
Tower   High  Level  Bridge  (Motropo]is)C<a- 

mittce— Mr.  Grissell,  Amendt.  [351]  156 
Turkey—  Hafli  Pasha,  [350I  680,  918 
W.iys  and  Mc.ins — Financial  StatoiiMttI, Cobb. 
[251]  841 
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St.  Albaks,  Duke  of 

Agricaltural  Produce,  [351]  414 

Sah  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875 — Con- 
demned Tea 
Qnettion,  Mr.  Anderion  ;  Answer,  Sir  Uenrj 
Seiwin-IbbetsoD  Feb  10,  [350J  920 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 

Bill  (i^r.  Stevenson^  Mr.  BirUy^  Mr- 

Charles    Wilson,  Mr.  Osborne  Morgan,  Mr. 

William  M Arthur ,  Mr.  James) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  l«  »  Feb  0  [Bill  53] 

3EI.  Wed.  May  12 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 
(No.  2)  Bill 

{Mr,  Fease,  Viscount  Castlereagh,  Mr.  Tremayne) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1*»  ^  Feb  11  [Bill  701 

2R.  Wed.  ^^^  14 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday 

(Wales)  Bill      {Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Richard, 

Mr.    Hussey    Vivian,    Mr.    Holland,    Mr. 

Osborne  Morgan) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1*»  •  Feb  6  [Bill  32] 

2R.y7ed.  April  14 

Salmon  Fisheries — The  Solway  Fisheries 
i^aestion,  Mr.  E.  S.   Howard ;    Answer,    Mr. 
Assheton  Cross  Feb  24,  [250]  1207 

Salt,  Mr.  T.,  Stafford 

Municip.1l  Corporations  (Property  Qualification 
Abolition),  2R.[25oJ  808 

SAinjDA,  Mr.  J.  D*A.,  Tower  Hamlets 

Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk,  Motion  for  a 
Select  Committee,  [250]  l;i66 


Samttelson,  Mr.  H.  B.,  Frome 

Armj  Discipline  and  Kegulatiou  (Annual),  2R. 

[1508-^6 
Army     Estimates  —  ProYisions,    Forage,   d(o. 
[251]  106 
Works,  Buildings,  6lc.  [251]  107 
Cyprus — Turkish  Newspapers,  [250]  1300 
Greece — Capture  of  Colonel  Synge  by  Brigands, 

[250]  1198,  1209,  1300 
Metropolis  Waterworks  Purchase,  [251]  687 
Navy — Bursting   of  the   "Thunderer"   Gun, 

[250  797 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 

Debate),  Res.  [250]  1046,  1686,  1691 
Parliament  —  Duration   of   Parliament,    Res. 

[250]  1345 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 
(No.  2),  Leave,  [251]  780;  2R.  Motion  for 
Adjournmeut,  803,  864  ;  Comm.  1110  ;  cl.  2, 
1132 
Supply — Diplomatic  Services,  [251]  390,  395, 
396,  398 
Foreign  Office,  [250]  1266 
Turkey — Capture  of  Colonel  Synge  by  Brigands, 
[250] 1198, 1299, 1300 
Murder  of  Mr.  Ogle,  [250]  381,  382,  1104, 
1197 


Saiojon,  Eight  Hon.  Viscount  (Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade), 
Liverpool 

Corn  Averages  and  Tithe  Rent  Charge,  [251] 

1204 
Lighthouses,  Motion  for  Papers,  [251]  312 
Lighthouses,  Ireland  (West  Coast),  [250]  1435 
Mercantile    Marine — Miscellaneous  Questions 
Electric  Light  in  Lighthouses,  [251]  430 
Fishing  Vessels,   Lights  of,  at  Sea,  [250] 

1099;  [251]  686,  813 
Light  Dues  on  Shipping,  [251]  800 
'*  Louiu   Fletcher"  of  Liverpool   (Uosea* 

worthmess),  [251]  430,  800 
Merchant  Seamen,  [251]  299 
Seamen's    Wages,   Transmission     of-^Tbe 

•* Midge"  Scheme.  [251]  914 
«'Strelna,"  The.  [251]  683 
Merchant   Shipping  Acts  —  "  Ilarter,"   The, 
[251]  684 
"Hindoo,"  The,  [251]  686 
Merchant  Ships  Laden  in   Bulk,  Motion  for  a 
Select  Committee,  [250]  1352,  1380,  1381; 
Nomination  of  Select  Committee,  [251]  536, 
538 
Railways  and   Canals — Through  Ratos,  [250] 

1185 
Railways — Continuous  Brakes,  [251]  685 
Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1871,  [250]  1101 
Sea   Fisheries   Commission — Trawl  or   Beam 
Fishing,  [250]  1295 


School    Board    Elections  —  Flections   of 
Guardians  of  the  Poor 
Moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House, 
"  Return  of  the  number  of  ehctors  on  the  lists 
and  the  number  of  them   who  polled  in  each 
of  the  School  Board  elections  contested  in 
1879  in  England  and  Wales,  and  of  the  cost 
to  the  ratepayers    of  each   such   election : 
And 
Similar  Return  with  respect  to  the  contested 
elections  of  guardians  in   1879   in    England 
and  Wales"  {The  Earl  Fortescue)  Feb  10, 
[250]  378  ;  Motion  agreed  to 

Science  and  Art — The  British  Mttseum — 

Sale  of  Duplicates 

Question,  Mr.  Mundella  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Spencer 

Wa  I  polo  Jf(ir  11,  [251]  800;  Question,   Sir 

Charles   W.   Diiko  ;    Answer,  Mr.  Spencer 

Walpole  Afar  15,  1009 


Science  and  Art — Gallery  of  Casts  from 
the  Antique 
Moved  that  there  be  laid  before  the  House,  a 
memorial  presented  to  the   Prime  Minister 
in    Augufli   1877  by  a  Committee  presided 
over  by  the  Duke  of  Westminster  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  formation  of  a  Gallery  of  Casts 
from  the  Aniique : 
Also,  a  communication  from  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  tho 
Duke  of  Westminster  on   tho  same  subject 
dated   16th  July,  1879  {The  Earl  CowDer) 
Feb  27,  [250]  1541  ;  after  short  debate,  Mo- 
tion agreed  to 
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SoLATER-BooTH,  Right  Hon.  G.  (Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Govemment 
Board),  Hampshire y  N. 

Bristol  Corporation,  2R.[25i]  US 

Liverpool  Corporatioa  Water,  2R.  [350]  1288, 

1294 
Poor  Law — MiscelUneoat  Questions 

Dissolution  of  the  Witham  Union,  [350]  1566 
Election  of  Guardians,  [251]  301 
Liability  to  Poor  Rates — Overseers  of  St. 
Werbargh   v.    Hutohinson,    [351]    425, 
1174 
Poor  Removal,  [250]  514 
Poor   Law  OflQoers,   Superannuation   of-^Tbe 

Tenterden  Guardians,  [251]  1011 
Public  Health~S mall-pox  (Metropolis),  [251] 

1014 
Registrar  General,  Appointment  of— Dr.  Farr, 

[250]  148 
Rivers  Conservanoj,  [250]  591 
Vaccination,  [251]  694; — Durham   Board   of 

Guardians,  27 
Water  Supply  (England  and  Wales), [350]  1185 
Water  Supply  of  U>ndon,  [250]  519 

SoOTIiAND 

Lord  Clerk  Regiiter  {Scotland)  Act,  1879» 
Questions,  Mr.  M'Laren  ;  Answers,  Mr. 
Assbeton  Cross  Mar  15,  [251]  1008  ; — 
The  Regulations t  Question,  Mr.  Fraser- 
Mackintosh ;  Answer,  Tbe  Lord  Advocate 
Feb  27,  [250]  1668 

Police —  The  Catholic  Church  at  Mayhole,  QueS" 
tion,  Mr.  Sullivan  ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Ad- 
vocate Mar  16,  [251]  1097 

Poor  Law — Legislation,  Question,  Sir  Alex- 
ander Gordon  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Assheton  Cross 
Feb  17. [250]  810 

Scotch  Fisheries  Commission — Loans,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Grant  Duff ;  Answer,  Sir  Henry 
Selwin-lbbetson  Mar  11,  [251]  802 

Scotch  Judicial  Appointments  —  Sheriff  Sub- 
stitute  of  Kinross,  Question,  Sir  George 
Campbell ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate 
Jfar2,  [251]  161 


ScoTT,  Mr.  M.  D.,  Sussex  E, 

Parliamentary   and  Municipal    Elections  Act, 
1872— Good  Friday,  [251]  1009 


Sea  Fisheries  Commission — Trawler  Beam 
Fishing 

Question,    Lord     Elcho ;     Answer,    Viscount 
Sandon  Feb  24,  [250]  1205 

Sea  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Dr.    Ward,  Mr.  Collins,  Sir  Joseph  M^Kenna, 

Mr.  Redmond) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1°  •  Feb  0  [Bill  30] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Seed  [Ireland)  [  Adrancn'] 
c.  Rt'solntion  coiisidtTod  in  Cinnniitteo  Fib  1.) 
Rchuluiiou  rcpui  :od /•\/{'  10 


Seed  Potatoes  (Ireland)  Wl— Afterwards 
Seeds  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Minjor  Nolan,  Mr.  George  Browne,  Mr,  P.  J. 

Smyth) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  I*  •  Feb  6  [Bill  48] 

250]  Read  2*,  after  short  debate  Feb  10,  449 

Committee*  ;  Report  Feb  11 
.  Order  for  Committae  (on  tv-eofmii.)  read  Feb  18, 
651 
Instruction  to  the  Committee,  That  they  have 
power  to  extend  the  pro? itioni  of  the  BUI  to 
kinds  of  seed  other  than  PoUto  teed 
Committee — r.p. 

.  Committee  ;  Report  Feb  16,  772 
.  Considered  Feb  17,  878  ;  after  ihort  debate, 
Bill  read  d« ;  Title  ameoded ;   Bill  paased, 
with  an  amended  Title 
l.ReAdl^*{LordPretideni)F6bl9   (No.  10) 
Read  2*  •  Feb  20 
.  Committee  Feb  23, 1182 

Report  *  Feb  24 
.  Read  3%  after  short  debate  JV6  26, 1427  (No.  18) 
Royal  Assent  Mar  1  [43  Vict.  c.  1] 

Selborne,  Lord 

Companies  Acts  Amendment,  8R.  [250]  1277  ; 
Comm.  [251]  782 

Eastern  Question,  Motion  for  an  Address, 
[251]  1006 

Hypothec  Abolition  (Seotland),  Comm.  eZ.  3 
[251]  1086 

Settled  Land — Conveyancing  and  Law  of  Pro- 
perty —  Solioitort  Remuneration — Limitation 
of  Actions.  IR.  [250I  1170 

Settled  Land,  2R.  [251 J  287 

Tripartite  Treaty  of  1856,  [250]  789 

Select  Vestries 

I.  Bill,  proformd,  read  1«  F^  5 

Selwin-Ibbetson,  Sir  H.  J.  (Seoretaiy 

to  the  Treasury),  Eg9$x,  W'. 

Ancient  Monuments,  Comm.  el,  S,  [150]  774  ; 

Motion  for    reporting  Progreea,  775,  776; 

Consid.  el,  2,  Amendt.  1274 

Blind  and  Deaf- Mute  Children,  Comm.  el.  1, 

[351]  667 
Charity  Expenses  and  Aoooanta,  [250]  508 
Chartered  Banks  (Colonial),  SR.  [350]  571 
Civil  Service  Estimates,  [351]  152,317 
Consolidation  Acts,  [350]  518 
Custom  House    Re-organixation,    [350]    Oil, 

1102 
Customs^Outport  Customa  Clerieal  Stafl^  [35 1] 

811 ;— Collectors  at  OutporU,  1320 
Epping  Forest  (No.  2),  2R.  Bill  withdrawn, 

[251]  1196 
Inland  Revenue — Cuitomi  Re«orgEniiation  at 

Liverpool,  [250]  452 
Ircland—Miscellaneoui  Qaeationi 

Board  of  Works — Clare  Cattle  Harbour  and 

Pier,  [250]  918 
Fishery  Piers—New  Sluuinon  Pier,  [351] 

302 
National  School  Teachen,  [251]  430 
Ireland  —  Ennishowcn  Fishery  Pier— 'County 

Donegal.  Res.  [251]  41 
ParH.-iinciit — Q,uocn's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
bwor  to,  [250]  141 

[conl. 
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SBLWiK-lBBiTsoif,  Sir  H.  J. — corU. 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  3),  Consid.  [351]  1186 
Poet  Office  (Monejr  Orders),  [351]  25  ;    2a. 

115, 152 
PrtaoDi  Act— Superannuation,  [351]  1176 
Probates  of  Wills,  Ac.  2R.  [351]  1035 
Pablic  Accounts,  Nomination  of  Select  Com- 

mittee,[35i]5i4 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875 — Condemned 

Tea,  [350]  920  ;  [351]  148 
Sootcb  Fisheries  Commission — Loans,  [351]  803 
South  Weitern  (of  London)  District  Post  Office, 
2R.  [351]  771  ;  Comm.  Bill  withdrawn,  897 
Supply — Charity  Commission  for  England  and 
Walet,  [350]  1268,  12T0,  1271 
Ciril   Contingencies    Fund,  Repayment  to, 

[251]  408 
Civil  Service  Commission,  [350]  1271 
Colonial  Local  Revenue,  Ac.  [351]  404,  405 
County  Court  Officers,  &e.  Ireland,  [351] 

359 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  Sheriffs'  Expenses, 

&o.  [351IS46 
Foreign  Office,  [350]  1266 
Law  Charges,  [351]  341,  343.  345 
Local  Government  Board,  [350]  1273 
Local  Government   Board,  Ireland,  r3<i] 

328 
Lord  Lieutenant's  Household,  Ireland,  [351] 

327,  328 
National  School  Teachers'  Superannuation 

Office,  Dublin,  [351]  387,  388 
New  Courts  of  Justice  and  Offices,  r3;o] 

1252 
Prisons,  England,  [351]  351 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [350]  1256,  1257, 

1258,  1259,  1260,  1261 
Public  Works   Office,  Ireland,   [351]  336, 

337,  339, 340 
Report.  [350  529,772,773 
Royal  Palaces,  [350]  1249 
Shannon  Navigation,  [350]  1261 
Stationery  and  Printing,  [351]  324,  325, 

326 
Temporary  Commissions,  [351]  407 
Treasury,  [350]  1263,  1264,  1266 
Warfin  South  Africa  (Vote  of  Credit),  [351] 
764,767.768,770,771.815 
Taxation  (Great  Britain  and  Ireland),  Motion 

for  a  Select  Committee,  [351]  708,  710 
Valuation  (Metropolis)  Act  (1869)  Amendment, 

Coram,  cl.  1.  [351]  774  ;  3R.  898 
Valoation    of    Property    (Metropolis)    Act  — 

Clanees  4.  6,  and  7,  [351]  298.  682 
War  Office  Regulation  Act,  1878,  [350]  1009 
Ways  and  Meani — Financial  Statement,  Comm. 
[350  839 

Settled  Land  Bill  [h.l.] 

( The  Lord  Chancellor) 

I  Preeented  ;  read  1«  Feb  23,  [350]  1 1 64  (No.  14) 
351]  Read  2%  after  debate  Mar  4,  278 

•  (foettion.    The  Marquess  of   Bath  ;    Answer, 

The  Lord  Chancellor  Mar  4,  296 

•  Committee;  Report,  after  short  debate;  Bill 

re-committed  Mar  9,  669 
Committee  •  (on  reeomm.)  Mar  19  (No.  32) 

Shaftesbitry,  Earl  of 

India— Factory  Legislation,  [351]  1216,  1217 


Shaw,  Mr.  W.,  Cork  Co. 

Ireland  —  Distress  —  Presentment  Seisioui  — 

Loans  for  Sanitary  Works,  [350]  515 
Ireland — Borough  Franchise,  Res.  [350]  873 
Irish  Church  Act  (1869)  Amendment,  Leare, 

[250  277 
Parliament — Miscellaneous  Questions 
Orders  of  the  Day,  [350]  1449,  1450 
Queen's   Speech,   Address   in    Answer  to. 
Motion  for  Adjournment,  [350]  135,  142, 
155,  238,  363 
Parliament — Busioeas  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate),    Eles.    Motion    for    Adjournment, 
[350]  1539,  1541,  1580,  1584.  1642,   1666, 
1077 
Parliament  —  Orders  of  the  Day  —  Standing 
Order  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means,  Res. 
[350]  1579 
Parliament — Privilege  —  London  Newspapers, 
Res.  [350]  1225 
350]  Relief  of  Distresa  ( Ireland),  Leave,  240  ;  3a. 
559  ;  Comm.  cl  3.  728,  737,  753,  758,  759, 
762,  770  ;  Amendt.  771,  931,  932,  940,942, 
943,  946,  976  ;  el.  4,  989  :  Amendt.  ib.,  991, 
992  ;  el.  5,  Amendt.  ib.,  997 ;  el  9,  1003, 
1006,  1009;   el   15,   1161;    el,    20,    1163; 
add,  el  1227  ;  Consid.  1231 ;  el  4,  Amendt. 
1233,  1234 ;  el  15,  Amendt.  1235,  1336 
Seed   Potatoes  (Ireland),  Comm.  el  2,  [350] 
651  ;el.  6,  655  ;  Consid.  el  6,  Amendt.  880, 
883,  884 
Supply— Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  [351] 
371 
Law  Charges,  [351]  341,  345 
National  Education  in  Ireland,  [351]  377 
National  School  Teachers'  Superannuation 

Office,  Dublin,  [351]  384 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [350]  1257 
Public  Works  Office,  Ireland,  [351]  339 

Sheil,  Mr.  E.,  Athlone 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Addresa  in  An- 
swer to,  Motion  for  Adjournment,  [350]  142. 
406 

Sheridan,  Mr.  H.  B.,  Dudley 

Metropolitan  Police— Pensions,  [351]  683 

Shute,  General  0.  C,  Brighton 
Army — Miscellaneous  Questions 

Auxiliary  Forces— Easter  Monday  Volun- 
teer Review,  [351]  912,  913 
Officers'     Quarters,      Preston      Barracks, 

Brighton,  [251]  689 
Organisation    ef  the   Army— Lord   Airey's 
Committee,  [351]  919; 
Parliamentary   Elections  and   Corrupt   Prac- 
tices (No.  2),  Consid.  [351]  1187 

SiDMouTH,  Viscount 

Africa,  South — Zululand — Surrender  of  Arms, 
[251]  899 

Capital  Punishment— Prisons  Act,  1368— Exe- 
cutions in  Cheetham  and  Kirkdale  Gnols, 
Res.  [351]  674 

SiMOX,  Mr.  Serjeant  J.,  Dewshury 

Morocco— Outbreak  at  Fei,  [350]  796 
Roumania— The  Jews,  [350]  794,  795,  1 186 
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Sinclair,  Sir  J.  G.  T.,  Caithness-shire 
Parliament — Qneen*8  Speech,  Addresi  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  313,  310 

Sinking  Fund  Act  (1875) 

c.  Considered  in  Committee  Mar  15 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  amend  "The 
Sinking  Fund  Act,  1875/'  and  to  increase 
the  annual  charge  on  the  Consolidated  Fund 
for  fire  yean  by  eight  hundred  thousand 
poands 
Resolution  reported  Mar  16 

[See  title  National  Debt  Bill] 

Slave  Trade  (  Consolidation)  Act — Disposal 
of  Slaves 
Question,  Mr.  Anderson ;  Answer,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith  F«f*  17,  [250]  791 

Sligo  Borough  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Mr.  0*  Conor,  Mr.  AthUffj  Mr.  Erringtoti) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Feb  5  [BUl  12] 

Billwithdrawn*ifarl7 

Smith,  Eight  Hon.  W.  H.  (First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty),  Westminster 
Africa,    East    Coast    of— Zanxibar— Slarerj, 

[150]  fi89 
Nary — Miscellaneous  Questions 

Acting  Staff  Surgeon  Allen,  Case  of,  [251] 

1203 
Admiralty  Financial  Retorn,  [250]  265 
Captain  Bedford  Pim,  [251]  1011 
Coast  Guard,  [251]  799 
Colonial   Allowance  to   Navj    and    Royal 

Marine  OflBoers,  [2^0]  268 
U.M.S.  •*  WiTern,"  [250]  1 196 
Naval  Discipline,  [250]  590 
Recreation  Grounds  at  Portsmouth,  [25 1 ] 

438 
Royal    Marines,  [250]  915,   1103,   1442; 
[251]  26 
Nary  Estimates.  [250]  1105 
Admiralty  OflSce,  [251]  657 
Departmental  Statement,  [251]  588 
Dockyards,  dtc.  [251]  658,  660 
Marine  Divisions,  [251]  600 
Sea  and  Coast  Guard  SerTices,  [251]  623, 
049 
Orders  in  Council — Publication,  [251]  438 
Parliament— Queen*s  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  299,  302 
Parliamentary  Reporting — Reporters  Gallery, 

[250  802 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  cl.  3,  [250] 

932 
Seed   Potatoes  (Ireland),  Comm.  cl.  6,  [250] 

657  :  Consid.  879 
Slave  Trade  ( Consolidation)  Act — Disposal  ot 
Slaves,  [250]  791 

SouciT^^R    General,   The  (Sir    H.    S. 
GilTard),  Launceston 
Ballot  Act— Good  Friday— Generml  Election. 

[151-  UOO 
County  Courts.  2R.  [250]  1408 
L<>a»o*.  2R.  [250]  81(5' 

rarliAment — Privilege— Mr.    Plimsoll,    '2^0] 
lUU 

[fowl. 


SouciTOB  GiiriBiL,  The — covU. 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Pnc 
tices  (No.  2),  Comm.  [251]  1105;  W.  i. 
Amendt.  1115,  1121.  1138.  1145.1140.  lUv 
1153,  1155,  1150,  1160,  1161. 1IC3 

Solicitors  BemoneratioiL  Bill  [h.l.] 

( The  Lord  Chancelior) 

J.  Presented  ;  read  1*  Feb23,[iso]  1164  (No.  1-. 
Read2*«  J/ar8 
Committee*;  Report  ifar  12 

Somerset,  Duke  of 

Ancient  Monuments,  3R.  [251]  784,  789 
Royal  School  of  Mines,  Jermyn  Street,  Motion 
for  a  Paper,  [251]  062,  063,  06i 

South  Kensington,    Museum  of  KstursI 
History 
Question,  l^r.  J.  Holms  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Genrd 
Noel  Feb  17,  [250]  791 
South  KentiHgton — Royal  School  of  Minn. 
Jermym  iSlre^^tee  that  titl« 

Sonth  Western  (of  London)  Diitrict  Poft 

Office  Bin        (^<>  Menry  Seltein^Ibbttt^', 

Lord  John  Manners) 

c.  Ordered  ;  rmid  1* •  Fa  35  [BiU  90] 

Read2«irarl0,r25i]771 
Bill  withdrawn  Mar  II,  897 

Speaeeb,  The  (Bight  Hon.  H.  B.  W. 
B&Ain>),  Camhridgeshire 

MOTIONS  AND  QUESTIONS 
Notice— The  Motion  "Thmt  NoUeet  of  Motion 
be  postponed  till  afler  the  Onlors  of  the  Da;  " 
eannot  be  made  without  Notiee,  unlets  with 
the  general  eonenrrtDOO  of  the  llonst,  [250] 
386 

AMENDMENTS  TO  QUESTIONS 

Debate — An  hon.  Member  who  hna  given  Notics 
of  an  Amendment,  having  spoken  on  the  Mais 
Question,  is  preelodod  Irom  moving  hii 
Amendment  at  a  Uter  period  of  the  debata, 
[250]  1480 

Withdrawal  of  Amendment— Ad  Amendmcsi 
eannot  be  withdrawn  eieept  00  the  propossl 
of  the  MoTer  or  Seconder  in  ptnon,  or  by 
leaTO  of  the  Hoose,  [251]  959 

Motion  made,  and  Queition  psopoesd  —  As 
Amendment  moved  ;  Moved,  "  Tlmt  the  De- 
bate be  now  adjourned."  The  Amendiocat 
cannot  be  withdrawn  until  the  Moiion  (or 
the  adjournment  of  the  debate  ie  wUhdravs, 
[250]  1540, 1511 

An  Amendment  being  before  the  Uoeie, 
the  Resolution  (the  original  Motioo)  caasel 
be  amended  nntii  that  Amendment  is  with- 
drawn, or  otherwiee  dispoaed  o(  [150]  1316 

Amendment — When  there  la  no  ABendmcit 
a!  road  J  before  the  Uooae,  It  mmaft  be  wiih> 
drawn  before  any  other  AneadmeBt  eaa  bt 
pot,  [25 1 J  759 

An  Amendment  haTiag  fefcieiMie  te  a  pir- 
ttcular  Mbjeet  having  mm 
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Srsksts,  Thi — CMi. 

otbar  Amendment  kpplienble  to   the   nms 
■nbieot  cannot  bs    brougbt   roriiBrd,    [150] 

legs 

ImlsTanoj  of  Amendment,  [iji]  lOTl 
Amendment  of  irhiah  no  Notioe  gi>sn^-Mr. 
Speaker  uid.  thut  when  ha  hud  culled  upon 
tbeditTennt  Mambara  who  had  Notioi  of 
Amendmenls  on  the  Paper,  there  hud  been 
nanniwar  to  the  call.  It  vni  nererthelegs 
Mmpetcnt  to  anj  hon.  Member  to  propoie 
an  Amendment  to  an^  pari  ol  the  Resolution 
faltowing  the  vordi  to  which  the  Amendment 
of  lbs  hon.  Uerabor  far  Duadalk  applied, 
[»jo]  ISBS 
Amendmentg — Mr.  Spenker  eipliini  (ha  eourie 
he  ghould  deem  it  hii  dutj  to  puriue  when 
aeTorat  Amendment!  are  to  be  proposed  — 
that  i*  to  tar,  lo  to  put  the  Queition  that 
■abfeqnent  Amendments  ihould  not  be  pre- 
eIaded,[i.so]  1119,  1«50 
EBtot  of  affirming  tba  PrSTioai  Queation — 
FreTioai  Quettion  moied— Reiolved  in  the 
ADrmatiie — An  hon.  Member  proposed  to 
move  that  (he  Debate  be  now  adjaarned. — 
Hr.  Speaker :  The  onlf  queition  that  oan 
DOW  be  decided  ii  "A^e"  or  "No"  on  the 
Main  Qusation,  ordered  bf  the  TDta  of  the 
lIODle  to  be  put,  [150]  UST,  IISS 

PXIFILEOE 

Queation*  of  Pririlege  affecting  both  Uouiea — 
The  hon.  Member  for  Leomineter  haying  pro- 
poeed,  "  That  the  privilege  of  imniunitr  froni 
arreat,  now  enjofsd  bjr  Peeri  and  Member* 
of  Parliament,  ia  not  for  the  public  good, 
and  ought  tn  be  aboliihed,"  Sir  George 
Bowjer  dciired  to  know  whether  it  w.is  in 
Order,  and  proper,  and  oonrenient.  that  a 
ttaiolution  ihould  be  brought  before  Ihii 
House  dealing  with  the  Priiilegei  of  the 
Other  House  of  Parliament  J 
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of  Privilege  afleeling  both  Houses  of  Pirlia- 
menC. — Priviltgt  n/  Parliamefa — 7mmuni'(y 
from  Arrtil.inol  13'3 
Breach  of  PriTiiege— The  hon.  Member  for 
Dungarian  h.i'ing  complained  that  rnrioua 
F  spa  pen  had  published  at  lack*  upon  Uem- 
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IrBiKKB.  The— eonf. 
Mr.  Speaker:  The  Bouse  is  aware  that,  ao- 
cording  (0  the  ordlnarj  praotloe  of  the  Honie, 
when  complaints  are  made  of  the  charaoter 
of  artielDi  in  newspapers,  the  newtpapen 
DOntalning  sncb  articles  are  brought  up  to  the 
Table  and  the  pasuges  Domplained  of  are 
read  b;  the  Clerk  to  the  House.  In  the  pre- 
aent  ease,  the  hon.  Member  for  Dungarran 
has  brought  up  a  serlBi  of  newspapen  can- 
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g  Adverl 
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"The 
"Tho 


Dailr  1 

Mall  Gaierto,"  and  one  article  in  "  Tho 
World."  Now,  I  feel  that  if  I  wer«  to  oalt 
on  the  Clerk  at  the  Table  to  read  atl  those 
articles  so  complained  of,  I  should  bs  trifling 
with  the  House.  I  shall,  therefore,  take 
leave  to  depart  from  the  ordiaarj  coarse.  I 
feel  it  mf  dutj  to  put  (0  (he  House  the  Mo- 
tion which  (be  hon.  Member  for  Dangarran 
has  placed  In  mj  bands,  and  it  will  be  for 
the  House  10  take  such  ooursa  as  lb  ma; 
think  proper  with  regard  to  that  Motion, 
[130] 131* 

QUESTIONS 

To  Private  Members— To  ask  a  Uombor  not 
being  a  Minister  of  the  Orown  a  Question 
not  referring  to  any  Bill  or  Motion  before 
the  Honio  is  irregular,  and  it  not  ecrered  \>j 
a  Motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 
[igo]  1148,  1119 

A  Member  maj  put  a  furtber  Question  arising 
out  of  the  Answer  of  a  Minitter  of  the  Crown, 
fiSi]132 

RULES  OF  DEBATE 

Un-Par1inmentarr  Language — Mr.  Finignn hal- 
ing laid,  "  When  the  next  election  should  re- 
turn 30  or  30  supporters  of  the  hon .  Member 
for  Mealb  the  Tory  Partj  would  not  always 
have  a  brutal  majoritj  " — Mr.  Speaker  aaid, 
be  was  sure  the  hon.  Member  himialf  must 
see  (hat  such  an  eipresaion  w»  most  ir- 
regular and  must  be  withdrawn.  [,50]  1928 

Brciich  of  Privilege— Proceedings  in  tho  ease 
of  Charles  Kdmund  Grissell— See  title— 
Parlijme»t—PriviUgt~{  Tower  High  Level 
Bridge  (MttropoiU)  Committee) 

nelevancj  of  Observations — An  hon.  Member, 
in  giving  Notice  to  put  a  Question  to  another 
a  future  daj  m 


msell  y 


icll)'  to  Iho  for. 
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I  Notice,— JSvirtion* 
[Ireland).  [150]  381 

RelevancT  of  Question*— Questions  having  no 
referenoo  to  anr  UiH  or  Motion  before  the 
House  cannot,  under  the  Standing  Orders 
of  the  House,  be  put.— /"arHument— Ordir— 
Viicount  CaiUerragh,  [150]  141B 

Relrvaiicv  of  (Dhservaiions  to  speoiBe  Amend- 
ment, [150]  1039,  1079,  1680,  lOSB,  1W7 

Rele-anc/.  [150]  IST8,  Iflfll,  1883  ;  [151]  B38, 
10S8,  1088,  11171 

Reference  to  former  Debates — Referenee  (0  da- 
bates  which  have  taken  place  during  th* 
current  Session  is  irregular,  and  is  not  covered 
bj  moving  tho  adjoummont  of  tba  HouM, 
[)jo]tl«T,  1118,  ute 


SPE        STA 


{  GENERAL    INDEX  J 

250-151. 


STA        STA 


SpKAKiR,  The — eont. 

Precedence  in  addressing  the  House — Motion 
inAdc»  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  an 
humble  Address,  &c."  —  The  Marquess  of 
Hartington  rose  to  address  the  House.  Mr. 
Shaw,  who  had  given  Notice  of  an  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address  at  an  early  stage  of  the 
evening,  claimed  to  be  entitled,  according  to 
the  usual  practice  of  the  House,  to  move  his 
Amendment  before  the  noble  Lord  or  anyone 
else  shall  have  the  opportunity  of  speaking 

Mr.  Speaker  :  The  noble  Lord  rose  in  his 
place  and  caught  my  eye,  and  I  accordingly 
called  upon  him  to  address  the  House.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  County  (Mr.  Shaw), 
no  doubt,  at  an  earlier  part  of  the  evening, 
did  give  Notice  of  his  intention  to  move  an 
Amendment  to  the  Address  :  but  no  Amend- 
ment stands  upon  the  Notice  Paper  in  his 
name ;  and,  even  if  it  did,  that  would  not  give 
him  a  right  of  precedence  over  the  noble  Lord, 
[250]  82 

Reference  to  the  character  and  conduct  of  the 
Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means — after  long 
lapse  of  time — no  Notice  given — and  charges 
based  mainly  upon  hearsay  evidence  and  at 
second  hand — scarcely  fair,  [250]  1673 

Latitude  of  Observations — Motions  for  Com- 
mittee of  Supply — If  debates  on  personal 
matters  of  the  character  of  that  under  dis- 
cussion were  to  arise,  such  a  course  would 
lead  to  grave  inconvenience,  [251]  35 

Speaking  a  second  time — A  Member  who  has 
already  spoken  upon  the  Main  Question 
cannot  moye  the  adjournment  of  the  House, 

[251]  410 

An  hon.  Member  who  has  seconded  the  Motion 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  Debate  is  not  en- 
titled to  speak  again.— TA^  Address,  [250] 
369 

Order  in  Debates,  [250]  835 

Order — Disorderly  Interruptions,  [250]  1671 

PARLIAMENT 

Sittings  of  the  House 

Saturday  Sittings — According  to  the  ordinary 
practice,  when  the  House  aits  on  Saturday 
it  always  meets  at  12  o'clock,  [250]  1068 

Spirits  in  Bond  Bill  (-Vr.   0' Sullivan, 

Major  yolan.  Captain   Pirn,   Mr.   Richard 
Poicer^  Mr,  Teaman ,  Mqjor  0*Beirne) 

c.  Considered  in  Committee  ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported;  Bill  ordered;  read  P* 
Feb  6  [Bill  42] 

2R.  Wed.  April  21 

Stair,  Earl  of 

Hypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  2R.  [251]  901 ; 
Comm.  1081 

Stanhope,  Earl 

Ancient  Monuments,  2R.  [251]  782,  788 
Beer  Dealers'  Retail  Licences,  2R.  [251]  517, 
788;  Comm.  907 


STAxnoPE,  Hon.  E.  (Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India),  Lincolnshire,  Jfti. 
Army — Newspaper  Correspondents  in  the  Ki  -i  f, 

[250]  791,  1567,  1563 
Army  (Indi.i)— Kirwee  Prize  Money.  [250]  511 
East  India  (Ecclesiastical  Department). '2;  1 
551 
Mr.  William  Taylor,  [25 1]  81 1 
East  India  Loan  (East  Indian  R-ailway  Dfbec- 

tures),  Comm.  Amendt.  [25 1  ]  1 1 4 
India — Miscellaneoos  Questions 

Army  Prize — "The  Begum    Koote  Lq:Il- 

now."  [251]  1175 
Attock  Bridge,  [251]  552 
Despatch    of    1869  —  "  The    Empreu  of 

India,"  [250]  146 
Emigration    of   Coolies    to    La   lUuoion. 

[250]  678 
Famine  Commission— Report,  [251]  150, 

682 
Indian  Army   Commistion — Rccommenia- 

tiont,  [251]  1095 
Indigo  Cultivation  in  Behar.  [250]  1445 
Medical  Suff,  [250]  1435  :  [251]  SIO 
Naga  Uill  Tribes,  [250]  681 
Popular  Repreaentation,  [250]  598 
Wynnad  Gold  Fielda,  [250]  1568 
India — Afglmnistan — MiaoelUoeous  Qoestioni 
Cabul,  Executioni  at,  [250]  907  ;— Geosnl 

Roberts'  Report,  [251]  1009 
Canduhar,  Governor  of,  [251]  799 
Expenses  of  the  War,  [350I  469.  470 
Loss  of  Baggage  Animali.  [251]  798 
Military  Equipments,  [250]  912 
Negotiations  between  RustU  and  the  Ameer. 

[250]  147;  [a5']22 
Proclamation  of  General  Roberts,  [250' 

683.  684 
Sir    Frederick    Roberts    and    the   Ameer, 

[150]  2«* 
Treaty  of  Gandamak,  [150]  147 

War.  The— Alleced  Severities  at  Cabul- 

Explanation  of  General   Roberts,  [250] 

592.  593,  1436  s—Report,  [351]  916 

India— Afghanistan— The   War— Espeases  of 

Military  Operations,  Res.  [251]  9iS,  946 

India  Office— Shipping  Contracts,  [2$6\  1414 

India  Stock — Powers  of  Attorney,  [250]  1105 

Malta,  Despatch  of  Indian  Troops  to — Retaro 

of  Costs/[25i]  806,  807,  608 

Russia  and  Western  Asia^Lientenant  Coloeel 

Macgregor,  [250]  909 

Turkey  and  Greece— ReoliAoation  of  tbs  Pros- 

tier,  [251]  1095 

Stanhope,  Mr.  W.  T.  W.  8.,   YorMire, 
TF.R. 
Game  Lawi,  Res.  [251]  304 
Merchant  Ships  Laden  in: Balk,  NomiMtiosof 
Select  Committee,  [351]  538 

Stanley  of  Aldeblet,  Lord 

Hong  Kong— The  ConUgions  DisSMSs  Ordi« 
nance,  1867»  Address  for  Papers,  [351]  1S3I. 
1355 

Uypothec  Abolition  (Scotland),  8R.  l%$i\  1197 

India — Afghanistan,  Aflairs  of,  [351 J 1363 
Factory  Legislation,  [251]  1916 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Uomipt  Practicct 
(No.  3),  3U.  [251]  1336 


fifFA 


STA        (SESSION    1880) 


BTE 


SUG 


STAiTLEYy  Bight  Hon.  Colonel  F.  A. 
(Secretary  of  State  for  War),  Zan- 
eathiref  N, 

AfKeft,  South — Znlo  War— DespatcbeB,  [250] 
1106 

Armj — MiicellaneouB  Questions 

Auxiliary  Forces — Easter  Mondaj  Volunteer 
Review,  [251]  690,  912.  913  ;— Retired 
Volunteer  OiBoers,  [251]  SOI 
Brevet  MMorities,  [251]  303 
Campi  of  Instruction,  [251]  812 
Commissariat  and  Transport  Departments, 

[aso]  081 
84th  Regiment,  [250]  267 
Flogging  in  the  Army,  [250]  515 
Ireland — [Auxiliarj     Forces —  Lieutenant 

Colonel  of  the  Antrim  Militia,  [251]  300, 

653 
Leeds  Cavalrj  Barracks,  [250]  810 
Longford  Barracks,  [250]  677 
Newspaper   Correspondents   in   the   Field, 

[250]  265,  266,  885,  1296,  1297 
OflBoers'     Quarters,     Preston      Barracks, 

Brighton,  [251]  689 
Organization  of  the   Army — Lord   Airej's 

Committee,  [251]  919 
Promotion — Compulsory  Retirement,  [251] 

301 
Royal    Warrant,    July,    1879  —  Reserve 

Officers,  [250]  679 
Short  Service  and  llecruiting,  [250]  513 
South  Africa — Natal  and  the  Transvaal — 

Alleged  Misconduct  of  the  British  Troops, 

[250]  590,  1 197 
Troops  in  South  Africa,  [250]  1 106 
Voluntary    Retirement  of   Officers,   [250] 

1443 

Army  Discipline  and  Regulation  (Annual),  2R. 
[a5i]846,  849,  858 

Army  Estimates — Army  Reserve,  [251]  103 
Commissariat,    Transport,    and    Ordnance 

Store  Establishments,  Wages,  Ac.  [251] 

104,  105 
Dopartmental  Statement, [25 1]  43 ;  Amendt. 

60.  80,  91,  93 
Indian  Home  Charges,  [251]  113 
Land  Forces  at  Home  and  Abroad,  [251] 

99,  100 
Militia,  Yeomanry  Cavalry,  and  Volunteer 

Corps.  [251]  113 
Provisions.  Forage,  d^.  [251]  105,  106 
Retired  Full  Pay.  Half  Pay,  Ac.  [251]  108, 

110 
Superannuation  Allowances,  [251]  112 
Volunteer  Corps,  [251]  101,  102 
Works,  Buildings,  Ac.  [251]  107, 108 

Malta,  Despatch  of  Indian  Troops  to— Return 
of  Costs,  [251]  803,  804 


8tak0FELD,  Eight  Hon.  J.,  Halifax 

Relief   of   Distress    (Ireland),    Comm.    [250] 
705 


SxAirroN,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Stroud 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 
(No.  2).  Leave,  [251]  780;  Conira.  1110; 
Consid.  1178  ;  add,  cU  Amendt.  1191 


Stevenson,  Mr.  J.  0.,  South  ShieUk 

Army  Discipline  and  Regulation  (Annual),  2R. 
[251]  859 

Closing  of  Public  Houses  on  Sunday,  With- 
drawal of  Res.  [25 1  ]  680 

Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk,  Motion  for  a 
Select  Committee,  [250]  1365 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Praotioei 
(No.  2),  2R.  [251]  869 

Stewart,  Mr.  J.,  Greenock 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Praotioea 
(No.  2),  2R.  [251]  864 

Stewart,  Mr.  M.  J.,   Wigton  Bo, 

Army — Camps  of  Instruction,  [251]  812 
Army   Estimates —  Departmental   Statement, 

[251]  83 
China — Cheefoo  Convention,{25o]  149 
Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act — Importa- 
tion of  Chinese  Hides,  [251]  559 
Intoxicating  Liquors  (Lioenoes),  Res.  [2513485 
Merchant  Ships  Laden  in  Bulk,  Motion  for  a 

Select  Committee,  [250]  1375 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 
(No.  2).  2K.  [251]  867 

Storer,  Mr.  G.,  Nottinghamihire,  8, 

Game  Laws,  Res.  [251]  218 
Taxation  (Great  Britain  and  Ireland),  Motion 
for  a  Select  Committee,  [251]  712 

Strathnairn,  Lord 

India — Afghanistan — Policy  of  the  Government, 
Address  for  Papers,  [250]  1075 

Strensall  Common  Bill  {Lord  Euttaet 

Cecil,  Colonel  Stanley,  Colontl  Loyd  Lindsay) 


€.  Ordered  ;  read  !••  Feb  9 
Read  2o  Feb  24,  [250]  1382 
Committee  Thurs.  April  8 


[Bill  60] 


SUDELEY,  Lord 

Parliamentary  Reporting — The  House  of  Lords, 

[250]  777 

Sugar  Bounties — Negotiations  with  Foreign 

Powers 
Question,  Mr.  Hanbury  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Boorke 

i^<f*  20,  [250]  1104 

Sugar  Industries 

Ordered,  That  the  Select  Committee  bo  re-ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  effects  produced 
upon  the  Home  and  Colonial  Sugar  Indus- 
tries of  this  Country  by  the  systems  of 
taxation,  drawbacks,  and  bounties  on  the  ex- 
portation of  Sugar  now  in  force  in  various 
Foreign  Countries,  and  to  report  what  steps, 
if  any,  it  is  desirable  to  take  in  order  to  ob- 
tain redress  for  any  evils  that  may  be  found 
to  exist 

Committee  nominated  as  follows: — Mr.  Ritchie 
(Chairman),  Mr.  Balfour,  Mr.  Bell,  Mr. 
Bourke,  Mr.  Alexander  Brown,  Lord  Fre- 
derick Cavendish,  Mr.  Collins,  Mr.  James 
Corry,  *Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Orr  Ewing,  Sir 
James  M*Garel  Hogg,  Mr.  Sampson  Lloyd, 

[eoni. 
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(OENEBAL INDEX) 
150—351. 


SUP 


SUP 


Sugar  Jndtutriei'^cont, 

Mr.  Morley,  Mr.  Norwood,  Mr.  Onslow,  Mr* 
James  Stewart,  and  Mr.  Thornhill 
Ordered,  That  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken 
before  the  Select  Committee  on  Sugar  Indns- 
tries  of  the  Session  1878-9  be  referred  to  the 
Select  Committee  on  Sugar  Industries  {Mr, 
RiUhie) 

SuLLiYAN,  Mr.  A.  M.,  Louth  Co. 
Contagious  Diseases  Acts,  [251]  1010 
Customs  Re-organization — Collectors  at  Out- 
ports,  [251]  1219 
Ireland — Miscellaneous  Questions 

Criminal    Law  —  The  Police  and    Crown 
Witnesses,  [251]  1012,   1013  ;— Disturb- 
ance of  a  Tenant  Right  Meeting  at  Port- 
adown,  [251]  1013,  1174 
"Home  Rulers"  Members  ot  this  House, 

[250]  682. 
Muliingar  Assizes,  [25 il  799,  800 
Post  OflSce— Emyvale,  [250]  918 
Relief  of  Distress,  [351]  1202,  1203;— Car- 
rickmacross  Board  of  Guardians,  [35  j  ]  1098 
Ireland — Borough  Franchise,  Res.  [350]  835 
Ireland — The  Prime  Minister's  Letter  to  thto 

Lord  Lieutenant,  Res.  [251]  1227 
Malta,  Despatch  of  Indian  Troops  to— Return 

of  Costs,  [251]  809 
Navy — Case  of  Acting  Staff  Surgeon  Allen, 
[251]  1203 
Coast  Guard,  [251]  799 
Parliament — Miscellaneous  Questions 
Orders  of  the  Day,  [250]  1460 
Privilege— Mr.  Plimsoll,  [350]  802, 1163 
Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  Answer  to,  [350] 

138,  223.  226,  231,  234 
Viscount  Castlereagh — Personal  Ezplana- 
tions,  [251333 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 

Debate).  Res.  [250]  •1604, 1704 

Parliament — Privilege — Interference  of  Peers 

in    Elections — Hon.    Major    Jocelyn,    Res. 

[350]  1198, 1213 

Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Practices 

(No.  2).  Comm.  cl  2.  [251]  1127,  1128,  1143 

Police   (Scotland)— The   Catbolio    Church   at 

May  bole,  [251]  1097 
Probates  of  Wills,  dko.  2R.  [251]  1064,  1068, 

1000 
Railway  Senrants  (Compensation  for  Injury), 

[250]  1446 
Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  el.  3,  [350] 

740,  767  ;  cL  9,  1016,  1018 
Seed  Potatoes  (Ireland),  Consid.  el.  6,  [350^88! 

Summary  Jurisdiction  Act — Noiupaymmt 
of  Mates 
Question,  Mr.  Thomson  Hankcy  ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Assheton  Cross  Mar  8,  [251]  650 

Sunday  Question — The  Brighton  Aquarium 
Question,  Mr.  Holt ;    Answer,  Mr.  Assheton 
Cross  i/ar  4,  [251]  299 

SUPPLY 

Miscellaneous  Questions 

The  Civil  Service  Estimateit  Question,  Mr. 
Dillw>-n  ;  Answer,  iiir  lienrj  Selwin  Ibbet- 
son  Mar  2,  [251]  162;   Observations,  Mr. 

[eont. 


Supply— coiU. 

Monk;  Reply,  Sir  Henry  Selwin.lbbttsoB ; 
short  debate  thereon  Mar  4.  314 
The  Piavy  Estimates,  Question.  Captaia  Pin; 
Answer,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith  Feb  20.  [250] 
1106 


SUPPLY 

Resolved,  *'  That  this  House  will.  To-morrov, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  to  eoniito 
of  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty* 
Feb  12 

Considered  in  Committee /V^  23,  [250]  1348— 

CiTIL    SkBTICE     SUPPLEMBNTAIT     EsTIMim, 

1879-80  —  Class  I.  —  Pubuc  Woeks  aid 
Buildings — Class  II. —  Salariei  and  £x- 
PENSBi  OP  Public  Depabtmknts  —  ReioIo< 
tions  reported  Feb  24 

351]  Considered  in  Committee  Ifor  1,  43 — Aint 
Estimates — Dbpabtmental  Statexeit  tn 
THE  Seoretabt  OP  Stats  pob  Wab— Re- 
solutioni  reported  Mar  3 

.Considered  In  Committee  Mar  4,  824 — Civui 

SbBTICB    SoPPLBMBBTABT    EiTIMATES — Cuti 

II.  —  Salabiei  and    Expsjisbs   op    Pcbuc 

E^PABTMENTl — ClaSB  III. — LaW  AND  JCSTICI 

— Class  IV. — Education.  Sciebcb.  and  Aet 
— Class  V. — Colonial,  Conbulab,  and  oteib 
FoBEioN  Sebticbb — Retbbub  Dbpabtmbits 
— Post    Oppiob    Packet    Sebtice  —  Abtb- 
siNiAN  Expedition — Cbaboeb  dipbaied  bt 
THE  Wab  Oppiob  on  Account  op  India 
.  Resolutions  reported  Mar  6,  628 
First  32  ResolmiooB  read,  and  agreed  to 
Resolutions  83  and  84  agreed  to,  Bfter  short 
debate 
Remaining  Resolutions  remd,  Bnd  agreed  to 

Considered  in  Committee  Mar  ff— EzcHBtciB 

Bonds,  £8,410,000 
Resolutions  reported  Mar  8 
.  Considered  in  Committee  Mar  8,  588— Kavt 
Esthutbb — Dbpabtmbhtal    Statbmbnt  oi 
THE  Fibst  Lobd  op  thb  Adiubaltt— Cim 
Sebviob  and  RsTEirnB  Dbpabtmbbtb,  Von 
ON  Account,  £6,662,400 — (Then  the  several 
Senrices  are  set  forth) 
.  Resolutions  reported  Mar  10,  771 ;  after  shsrt 

debate,  Resolutions  agreed  to 
.Considered    in    Committee    Mar    10,  760  — 
£1,226,200,  Wab  IV  Sovth  APBiCA(Voteef 
Credit)  (SoppleinentBry);  after  long  debate, 
Comm.  B.P. 
.Considered    in    Committee    Mar    11,   816* 
£1,226,200,  Wab  iv  Sotrra  Apbioa  (VoU  cf 
Credit)  Sapplementary  ;  Veto  withdrawa 
£708,000     Sopplemenury,    Wjji    ib    Seen 

Apbioa,  Vote  of  Credit 
£222,200    Supplementary,    Wab    n    Seen 
APBicA,  Gbi^ua  Land  Wbbt,  Vote  of  Credit 
£300,000    Supplementary,     Wab    t«    Seen 
Apbioa  (Vote  of  Credit)  (SikakiiBi  Expedi- 
tion, d(o.) ;  after  sbort  debate.  Vote  agieed  ts 
Citil    Seb vices   (ExoEsaBB)    1878-»— £6^9^ 
9s.  10<f.— (Tben  the  Beperal  Serpieca  art  sit 
forth) 
.  Resolutions  reported  Ahr  19,  919 
Resolution  1  agreed  to 

Resolution  2  read  a  6rBt  tioM;  after  iheit 
debate,  Resolution  agreed  to 
Remaining  Reeolntiona  agreed  to 


SUP 


SUP 


0 

0 


SUMMARY. 
Appbopbiatioh  of  Gbahtb.      £        «.    d, 

Defleleneies.  1878-9 5,550    9  10 

Sapplemeoury.  1879-80 556,867 

Ezeheqaer  Bondi,  1879-80     ...  3,410,000 
Charges  defrayed  bj  the  War 
Offlee  on  aocooDt   of  India, 

XOiV-Ov    ...       •••       •••       •••       ••• 

Abytainian  Expedition  (of  1867- 

o/f  lofv'oO      •••      •••      •••      ••• 

War  in  Sooth  Africa,  Vote  of 
Credit,  1879-80     

War  in  South  Africa,  Vote  of 
Credit,  1879-80  (Griqualand 
West)     222,200    0    0 

War  in  Sooth  Africa,  Vote  of 
Credit,  1879-80  (Sikokuni  Ex- 
pedition, dkc.) 300,000     0    0 

£5,213,652  IS     I 


{SESSION    1880)        SUP        SUP 
950— S5I, 

SUMMARY. 
Wats  aid  Mxavi. 

GbAKTI  out   of  THB    ComOLIDATBD    FUMD. 

For  the  serrice  of         £     i,  d,  £     i.   d. 

the  jean  ending 
3l8tMarohl879 
and  1880 ; 


15,050 

985 

703,000 


3 

0 
0 


1880-81. 

Natt  Sbbticvi,  on  accoant   ...  2,623,229    0    0 

Abut  Sxbtiobb        15,541,300    0    0 

Abkt  (IimiAM  HoMB  Chabobb)    1,100,000    0    0 

dm.  Sbbtiobi — viz. : 

I.  Pnblie  Works  and 
Buildinp,  on  ac- 
count ...     ...     ... 

II.  Salariet,  dtc.  Pob- 
lio  Departments, 
on  account 

III.  Law  and  Justice 
on  account 1,856,900 

IV.  Education,  Sci- 
ence, and  Art,  on 
account      1,696,000 

V.  Colonial  and  Con- 
sular Services,  on 
account      159,850 

VI.  Superannuation, 
Ac.  on  account ...     282,100 

VII.  Miscellaneous, 
on  account.,.     ...       15,700 


£ 
346,900 


535,450 


...     *.. 


4,392,400 

Rbtbhdb  Dbfabtmbvts,  Ao.  on 
account  ... 1,270,000 

Adtabcbs  fob  GaBBinricn  Hos- 
pital ABD  School,  on  account       36,548 


0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 


ToUl  ...      £30,177,129  13     1 


UnderAct43Vic. 

cap.  5       

Under  this  Act 

For  the  serrice  of 
the  year  ending 
31st  March 
1881 ;  Til. 


Under  Act  43  Vie. 

cap.  5     16,641,800  0  0 

Under  this  Act ...  8,322,177  0  0 


...  8,982,909  8    8 
...  1,230.750  9  10 


•24,963,477  0    0 


Total  .^    £30,177,199    18    1 


DEFICIENCIES  1878-9. 
CoxKiTTBB  Jfar  11 — Rbpobt  Mar  12 
CiTiL  Sbbtiobs,  viz.. 
Class    I. — Pdbuo    Wobks    and 

BUILDTKOS. 

Furniture  of  Public  OflSces  .• 

Class  II. — Salabiks  ai«d  Ex- 
PBBSBS    OF    Public    Dbpabtmrkts. 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  OfSces 

Class  III. —  Law  and  Justicb. 
Land  Registry        ••• 

Class  IV. —  Education,  Scibncb, 
AND  Abt. 
National  Gallery    ... 
Deep  Sea    Exploring    Expedition 

(Report)  ...        •.•         •.*        ••• 


Total  of 

Vote. 
£     i.    d. 

64  19     7 


125  17     3 
23  11     7 


469     5     6 
409     1     8 


Total  of 
Vote. 
£#.<!. 
Queen's  University,  Ireland         ...       173  19    7 
Class  VI.  —  Supbbannuation   and 

RsTIBKD  ALLOWANCRS,  AND  GbA- 
TUITIBS  FOB  CiIABITABLB  AND 
OTHKR    PCRPOSKS. 

Superannuation  and  Retired  Allow- 
ances       ...         •••         •••         ...    1,410  18    6 

Relief  of  Distressed  British  Seamen 
Abroad     ..•         ...         ...         .*•    2,873     1     9 


Total  of  Estimate 


£5,550     9  10 


Resolution  reported  Mar   12,  and,  after   short 
debate,  agreed  to,  [351]  919 


BUF       SrP        IGEKEBAL    IXDEX 


STT 


36,40i 


11,111 
5,000 

8,386 


OF 


SCPPLEKE5TART  19T9-50. 
Coxmrni  fV623'Rzron  Fti  21 
Crm.  SxBTicu,  tix.  : 

CLAfS    I. — PrBUC   WoEKfl  AM»    BcTLDISM. 


Ro7aI  PaUeei        ...  [350]  1248 

After  ibort  delate.  Vote  agreed  to 
Mariboroogh  Uoase  [250]  1250 

After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 
Royal  Parks  and  Pleasure  Gardens  ... 
Public  Boiidingi,  Gr«at  Briuin 
Foroitore  of  Poblie  OflSces 
Metropolitan  Police  Coort  Buildings... 
New  Couru  of  Justice  and  Offices 
After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

:25o]  1251 
Public  Buildings,  Ireland 
Moved,  "That  a  Supplementary  sam, 
not  eieeeding  £11,111,  be  granted, 
Ac." 

Moved,  *'  That  a  Supplementary  sum, 
not  exceeding  £9,071,  ^."  (Mr. 
Ct Skaughne$ty) ;  after  short  debate. 
Motion  withdrawn ;  after  further 
short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 

[250]  1256 
Shannon  Navigation  [250]  1261 

After  short  debate.  Vote  agreecl  to 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Buildings ... 
After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 

[250]  1262 

Clam  II. — SAiAmnt  aim  Ezravsis 

PuBuo  Dkpabtmxits. 

Treaturj,     including     Parliamentary 
Counsel...  ...  [250]  1262 

After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 
Foreign  Office  ...  [250]  1266 

After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 
Charity  Commissioners,  including  En- 
dowed Schools  Department 
Moved,  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum, 
not  exceeding   £2,921,  be   granted, 
Ac." 

Moved  '*That  a  Supplementary  sum, 
not  exceeding  £1,921,  Ac."  {Mr. 
James) ;  af^r  short  debate.  Motion 
withdrawn  ;  Vote  agreed  to 

[250] 1267 
Civil  Service  Commission    [250]  1271 
After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 
Local  Government  Board,  England  ... 
After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 

[250]  1271 
National  Debt  Office 

Coif  M iTTXi  Mar  4 — Rxfobt  Mar  5 

Stationery  and  Printing         [251]  824 
After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 
Lunacy  Commission,  Scotland 
Lord  Lieutenant's  liousehold  •.. 

After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 

[2513327 
Local  Government  Board,  Ireland     •.. 
After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 

[251]  828 
Public  Works  Offices,  Ireland 
After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[251]  330 


1,250 
2,400 


2,921 
1,085 

16,763 

600 

36,000 

180 
36 

2,700 

2,000 


Qocen's  Beecfc,  4c  Dtvj 

High  Coot  of  Ji 
Probate,  Ae.  Rcgi«riBa,  Hi^  Govt  of 
Jnstiee,  Iiciacd  ^  •« 

Registry  of  Dee^lrslaad  ^ 
County  Govt  OS 
After  short  debate.  Voce  agreed  to 

[251]  S58 
Royal  Irish  ConstaWlaiy 
Move<  "  Tbata  SappficBcaCmiy  asm. 
not  eicceding  fTjM,"  he  graatad, 
Ac." 

Moved,  "That  the  Item  £J;S5«» 
Eitrm  Pay  amd  AUowaaeca*  be 
omitted,  Aer  (Jfr.  OTDmrnOi); 
afterdebate,  A.S6,X.I7S;1I.  141 

[S51I  364 
Original  Qoeetioo  afaia  prapoMdl; 
Moved,  •'  That  the  item  £3.750,  fat 
Travelling  Eipenwe,  btf  OBinad, 
Ac"  {Mr.  Bippar) ;  mhm  ainrc  da- 
bate,  A. 7,  N.  163;  M.  176;  Vote 
agreed  to        .^  .^  •«. 


National  Portrait  Galkry  .^ 

London  Univenity  «• 

PubUo  Edaeation,  Irriasd 
Moved,  *<  That  a  Sapplffiy 
not  ezeoeding  £8^800,  ba  graatad. 
4o." 
Moved, "  That  a  Supplftaiy  aui, 
not  aieeedtng  £5^00,  Ac."  {Sir  G. 
Cornell) ;  after  abort  dcbata. 
Question  pot,  aad  aifitifad ;  Vau 
agreed  to        ...  •^[251]  876 

Teachers'  Pension  OIBea,  Irelaad 
Moved,  **  That  a  Supplenaataiy  mhb. 
not  ezceediag  £810,  ba  giaalad, 
Ac." 
After  short  debate,  Moifod,  *■  Tkal  a 
Supplementary  loai,  aoi  aipasdiag 
£200,  Ac."  (Hr.ZMdff) ;  aftar  fbiw 
tber  debate,  Qoeetioa  pal,  umi 
negatived ;  Vote  agreed  to  •^ 

[251]  Ml 

Class  V. — Colorial,  Connaa^  an 
Foanaif  Saavioaa. 


T«a:ef 
Voti. 

£ 

13.7» 


5,M« 


-         fiM 


1^ 

2i6:sa 
se: 

iU 

342 

111 

131 

T,3H 


7,IW 


Claib  IV. — ^EoccATioa,  Scnaca.  aan  An. 


8JB60 


81t 


Diplomatic  Servieet 
After  abort  debate.  Vote 


[agi]  «M      MblTV 


i 


ij. 


SUP       SUP 


{SESSION    1 880  } 
350— ag  I. 


SUP 


SUP 


Sufpif    coni. 


CoDtnUr  Serricet  [>5i]  ^00 

After  ibori  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 

Ooloaiea,  Grants  in  Aid 

Hoved,  **  That  a  Sopplementary  sum, 
not  ezeeediDg  £8,704,  be  granted, 
Ac." 
After  abort  debate.  Moved  to  report 
rrogrest  {Mr.  (/Dcnnell);  after 
fntber  abort  debate,  Motion  wiib- 
drawn  ;  Vote  agreed  to    [351]  403 

Toanage  Boontiei,  Ae. 

Sabeidiei  to  Telegrapb  Companies    ... 

Treasury  Chest  Robberj     ... 


Total  of 

Vote. 

£ 

2,000 


•«• 


8,704 

4,460 

10,425 

136 


Class  VIw^SupiRuiifnATioiis,  Rxtirid  Allow- 
Avoxa,    AKD    Gratuitixs    for    Charitablx. 

AMD  OTHXR   PURPOSXS. 

Saperanniiation  and  Retired  Allow- 
aDoes ...  ...  ...  ...       13,000 

Relief  of  Distressed  British  Seamen 
Abroad  ...  ...  ...         8,000 

PlMper  Lunatics,  Ireland   ...  ...         2,716 

Class  VII. — Miscxllarxous,  Spxoial,  and 

TXMPORABT    UBJKCTS. 


Temporary  Commissions  [351]  406 
After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

Re-payments  to  tbeCiril  Contingencies 
F«Bd     ...  M.  [251]  407 

After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 

RXTSVUS   DXPARTICXMTS,  Ac. 

Ottstoms 

Poat  OiBoe  Packet  Serrioe 

ToUl  of  Vote    ... 

Resolution  reported  Mar  5  ;  and,  after 
i^ort  debate,  agreed  to      [251]  628 


9,110 


9,860 


4,300 
7.400 


£666,867 


Comarrxx  Mar  6 — Report  Mar  8 
ExoHxquKR  BoMDs,  1880  ...  ...  £3.410,000 


CoMiiiTTXK  Mar  4 — Rxport  Mar  6 

Cbaroxs   Dafratxd  bt  tux  War        £       t.   d. 
Ofticb  on  Accot'MT  OF  Imdia  ...  16,060    3    3 


Comarrxx  Mar  4 — Report  Mar  6  £ 

Abtssimian  ExpxDiTioN  ...       986     0    0 


CoMMiTTxx  Mar  10 

Wab  in  South  Africa,  Votx  of 
Cbkbit  [251]  769 

Moved,  "  That  a  Supplementary  sum, 
not  exceeding  £1,226,200,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  beyond 
the  ordinary  Grants  of  I'arlinment, 
towards  defraying  the  Expenditure 
which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the 
91st  day  of  March  1880,  iu  conse- 
quence of  the  War  in  South  Africa  " 

Aiier  short  debate.  Moved  to  report 
Progress  {Sir  CharUi  W,  Diike) ; 
after  further  short  debate.  Question 
put,  and  agreed  to ;  Committee  b.p. 

YOL.  CCLI.     [third  ssbiss.]  \e9nu 


Supply^eoai, 


CoMMiTTXx  Mar  11 

Motion  again  proposed  ;  Motion  with- 

drawn 
Supplementary,  War  in  Sooth  Afrioa, 

Vote  of  Credit  .m 
War  in  South  Afrioa,  Vote  of  Credit, 
(Griqua  Land  West)        ...  ... 

Supplementary,  War  in  South  Africa, 
Vote  of  Credit  (Sikukuni  Expedition, 
Ac.)    ...  ...  [251]  810 

After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 
Resolutions  reported  Mar  12 


ToUlof 
Vote. 


708,000 
322,200 

300,000 


NAVY  ESTIMATES,  1880-81. 
CoMMiTTXx  Mar  8 — Rxpobt  Mar  10 

Departmental  Statement  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr,  W.  H, 
Smith)  in  moving  the  Navy  Eatimatoa 

Moved,  "  That  68,000  Men  and  Boya  Nwmberi 
be  employed  for  the  Sea  and  Coast- 
guard Service  for  the  year  enoing 
the  31  St  day  of  March,  1881,  including 
13,000  Royal  Marines  " 
After  long  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[351]  688       68,000 


(i .)  Wages  to  Seamen  and 
Marines      ...  ... 

(3.)  Victuals  and  Cloth- 
ing for  ditto  .M 
(3.)  Admiralty  OflBce  ... 
After  short  debate.  Vote 
agreed  to       [251]  ^^ 
(4.)  Coast  Guard  bervice, 
Koyal  Naval  Reserves, 
dsc.             ...  ... 

(5.)  Scientific  Branch  ... 

(6.)  Dockyards  and  Naval 

Yards    at   Dome   and 

Abroad 

Alter  short  debate.  Vote 

agreed  to       [351]  667 

(7.)  Victualling  Yards  at 

Home  and  Abroad   ... 

(8.)    Medical  EsUblish- 

ments   at   Dome    and 

Abroad       ...  ... 

(9.)  Marine  Divisions  ... 
Alter  short  debate.  Vote 
agreed  to       [351]  600 
(10.)  Naval  Stores  for  the 
Building,    Repair,   and 
Ouiflt  of  the  Fleet  and 
Coast  Guard,  Machinery 
and  Ships  built  by  Con- 
tract, d(C.  : 
Section  I.  Naval  Stores 
Section  11.  Machinery 
and  Ships  built  by 
Contract,  dtc. 
(II.)  New  Works,  Build- 
ings, Yard  Machinery, 
and  Repairs  ... 

2  Z 


Voted  on 
Account. 

£ 
680,884 

268,881 
4i,871 


ToUl  of 
Estimate. 

£ 
2,721,^86 

1,013,524 
179,486 


48,669 
28,276 


194,278 
113,107 


336,896      1,843,686 


17,790 


16,861 
6,360 


71,160 


63,446 
21,402 


262,760 

1.011,000 

192,260 

769,000 

139,737 

668,960 

[eonl. 

SUP        SUP 


Supply^cont. 

Voted  on 

Total  of 

Account. 

Estimate. 

( 1 2.)  Medicines  and  Medi- 

£ 

£ 

cal  Stores    ... 

18.787 

76.1^0 

(13.)  Martial  Law.  4c.  ... 

2,312 

9,260 

(14.)  Miscellaneous    Ser- 

▼ice» 

33.940 

135,760 

(  GENERAL    INDEX) 
350— 15 1. 

Supply^eoni. 


STP       SUP 


ToUl  for  the  Effective 

Serrice  ...  £2,070,154    £8,280,032 

(15.)  Half  Pay,  ReserTed 
Half  Paj.  and  Retired 
Pay  to  Officers  of  the 
Navy   and   Royal   Ma- 
rines 
(16.)  Military  and    Civil 
Pensions    and     Allow- 
ances : 
Sect  ion  1.  Military  Pen- 
sions nnd  Allowances     205,804 
Section  11.  Civil  Pen- 
sions and  Allowancea       80,607 


223,789         895,150 


823.219 
322,428 


Total  for  the  Naval 
Service 


£510,200  £10,321,435 


Fob  TBS  SxBvicx  of  othbb 
DxPARTiixRTi    or    Go- 

TXBKIIXNT. 

(17.)    Army   Department 

(Conveyance  of  Troops)      42,875 


171,500 


ToUl  Natt  EsnifATxs  ...  £2,623.229  £10,492.935 


ARMY    ESTIMATES,   1880-81. 

CoimiTTBx  Mar  1 — Rxpobt  Mar  8 

Departmental  Statement  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  {Colontl 
Siauiey)  in  moving  the  Army 
Estimates 
Moved,  "  That  a  number  of  Land 
Forces  not  exceeding  131,859.  all 
ranks,  be  maintained  for  the  Ser- 
vice, ^c.  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1881  " 

[25043 
After  long  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

Numbxbi.  NumbfTi 

(a.)  Total  number  of  Men  (including 
the  Stnff  of  the  Militia  Forces)  on 
the  Home  and  Colonial  Establish- 
ments of  the  Army,  exclusive  of 
those  Serving  in  India  ...  ...     131,859 


I. — Rxoclab  Fobcxs. 


Total  of 
Vott. 


(I.)  Pay  of  the  Genernl  Staff,  Hcgi-  £ 

niental   Pay  and  Allowances,  and 
oilur  Chaigcs     ...  [351]  98  4.579.000 

After  short  dcbnte.  Vote  agreed  to 
(a.)  l>ivine  Service  ...  ...        50.7^0 

(3.)  Administrntion  of  Military  Taw         29,800 
(4.)  Medical  Establishments  and  Ser- 
vices ...  ...  ...      308,400 


Total  of 

Vote. 
£ 

552,900 


II. AUXILIABT   AHD    RbSBBTB   FoBCBI. 

(5.)  Militia  Pay  and  Allowances    ... 

(6.)  Yeomanry  Cavalry  Pay  and  Al- 
lowances       ^  ...  ...        74,4C0 

(7.)  Volunteer  Corps  Pay  and  Allow- 

ancei    I        ...  [251]  100*    539,600 

After  abort  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 

(8.)  Army  Reserve  Force  Pay  and 
Allowances  (including  Enrolled 
Pensiooera)    ...  [251]  103     808.8CO 

After  abort  debate.  Vote  agiVed  to 

III.— CoimiiBABUT  AKD  ObDBAVCI 
StOBX  EsTABUIBHXIiri,  Ac. 

(9.)  Commissariat  Transport  and  Ord- 
nance Store  Estmbliibmeota.  Wages, 
^.      ...  ...  [251]  lOi     386,700 

After  abort  debate.  Vote  agrt-ed  to 
(10.)  Provisiona,  Forage.  Fori,  Trana- 

port,  and  other  Servicea  [251]  105  2,790,000 
After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 
(11.)  Clothing    Establishmeou,     Ser- 

Tices.  and  Supplies      ...  •.     825,100 

(12.)  Supply.  Manotaotare,  and  Repair 

of  Warlike  and  other  Stores      ...  1,185,00*) 
After  abort  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[151]  106 

IV.— WOBU  AMD  Buiuiiios. 

(13.)  Saperinteodiog  Eatabliabmcfit  of, 
and  Expeoditore  for,  Worka.  Build- 
ings, and  Repsirs,  at  Home  aad 
Abroad  ...  [251]  107     858.000 

After  abort  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

V. — Vabioub  Sbbtiois. 

(14.)  Eatabliabments  for  Military  Edn- 

oalion            ...            ...             M«  162,206 

(15.)  Miscellaneooa  EUSpctive  Services  36.400 

(16.)  AdmlDiatration  of  the  Amy     ...  215.900 

Total  EflbetiTO  Serrices    £12,797,900 

VI. — Nov-ErFBOTiTB  Sbbtiobs. 
(17.)  Rewards  for  Diatiogoishod  Ser- 


••• 


vices,  d(o. 

(18.)  Pay  of  General  OiBcers 

(19.)  Retired  Full  Pay,  Half-Pay,  Peo- 

aioni,    and   Gratuities,  inoIodiDg 

Pay  men  ta  allowed  by  Army  Pur^ 

chase  CommissioBcn      [351]  lOB 

After  abort  debate.  Vote  agrotd  to 

(20.)  Widowa'  PenaioDS,  Ac.  .^ 

(21.3  Penaions  for  Wounds  .M  ••• 

(22.)  Chelsea   and  Kilmainham  Hot* 

pitala  (In-Pensioos)     ... 
(23.)  Out-Pensioos 
(24.)  Superannuation  Alio 

After  abort  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[251]  111 

(25.)  Militia,  Teonanry,  Cavalry,  and 

Volunteer  Corps  [351]  IIS 

After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

Lo$ie$  fVritUn  </  ot  hre» 

ccvtrabie 


••• 


88.900 
99,000 


Ml,7f9 

196JO0 
1 6,501 

84,300 

1,312.900 

196^ 


89.800 


•.• 


••• 


Total  Non-EffrotifO  Serrloes     £t,7i9.4('0 

Total  Etfectiveand  Non-Etfecti«o 

Sorvicea  ...  ^.  £ld,«4 1,800 


[CMtfi 


SOP 


Smpflff    eoni. 


SUP        (SESSION     1880J  SUP  SUP 

Supply — oont. 

Clam  II. — Salaries  ahd   Expiitibs  or   PoBuc 

DlPARTMIlTTB. 
EXGLAlfO  : 


AsMT  (IffDiAR  Home  Cbarois).  For 
the  Bum  to  be  transferred  in  aid  of 
Armj  Grants  to  meet  the  charge 
inoorred  in  recruiting  and  training 
officers  and  men.  and  in  defraying 
the  non-effective  expenditure  for 
the  regular  forces  serving  in  India, 
which  will  oome  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on 
the  dlst  daj  of  March  1831 


ToUl  of 

Vote. 

£ 


1.100.000 


CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES,  1880-81. 
CoMMiTTXB  ifor  8 —Rkport  Mar  10 

Voted  on        Total  of 
Account. 

Clabs  I. — PuBuo  Works 

AND   BniLDIXOS. 

Orrat  Britain  : 
(i.)  Royal  Palaces 
(a.)  Marlborough  IIouso 
(3.)  Royal     Parks     and 
Pleasure  Gardens     ... 
(4.)  Houses    of    Parlia- 
inent  .••         «••         ••• 

(5.)    Public  Boildinsrs  ... 
(6.)  Furniture  of  Public 
Offlcei  ...         •>. 

(7.)  Revenue       Depart- 
ment Buildings 
(8.)  County  Court  Build- 
ings    ...         •..         ... 

(9.)  Metropolitan    Polico 
Courts  ••• 

(10.)  Sheriff  Court  [louses, 

Scotland 
(11.)  New  Courts  of  Jus- 
tice, d(C.  ...  ... 

(la.)  Surveysof the  United 
Kingdom        ...         ... 

(I3>)  Science  and  Art  De- 
partment Buildings  ... 
(14.)  British  Museum 

Buildings 
(15.)  Natural  Ilistory  Mu- 
seum... ...         ••• 

(16.)  Edinburgh     Univer- 
•ity  Buildings 
—    National        Qailery 
(Plans) 
(17.)  Harbours,  (to.  under 

Board  of  Trade 
(18.)  Rates  on  Government 
Property    (Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland) 
(19.)  Metropolitan       Fire 
Brigade  ... 


count. 

Estimate. 

£ 
9,500 
600 

£ 
37.771 
2.420 

28,200 

112,677 

0.000 
29.200 

3.5,401 
116,432 

4,100 

16,386 

46,000 

183,973 

12,700 

60,600 

7.000 

27,145 

2,100 

8.200 

28,000 

110,200 

33,400 

133,600 

6.100 

20.436 

1.200 

4.693 

7.600 

29.728 

.. 

20.000 

6,000 

65,000 
2,600 


Ireland  : 
(so.)  Public  Buildings   ... 
(31.)  Science     and     Art 

Museum,  Dublin 
(aa.)  Shannon  Navigation 

Abroad  : 
(aj.)  Lighthouses  Abroad 
(34.)  Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular buildings 


10,800 

21,917 
ToUl  of  Votes  Class  1.     £346,000   £1,346,139 


300 
6,000 

2,800 
6,600 


19,822 

195,366 
10,000 


37.200  148,723 


10,000 
20,000 


(i.)    House     of     Lords 
Offices        ...  ... 

(a.)  House  of  Commons 
Offices        ...  ... 

(3.)  Treasury,   including 
Parliamentary  Counsel 
(4.)  Home     Office      and 
Subordinate      Depart- 
ments        ...  ... 

(5.)  Foreign  Office 
(6.)  Colonial  Office 
(7.)  Privy  Council  Office 
and    Subordinate   De- 
partments ...  ... 

(8.)  Privy  Seal  Office  ... 
(9.)  Board  of  Trade  and 
Subordinate      Depart- 
ments        ...  ... 

(10.)  Charity  Commission 
(including  Endowed 
Schools    Department) 

(11.)  Civil  Service  Com- 
mission     ...  ... 

(la.)  Copyhold,  Inclosure, 
and  Tithe  Commission 

(13.)  Inclosure  and  Drain- 
age Acts  Expenses  ... 

(14.)  Exchequerand  Audit 
Department 

(15.)  Friendly  Societies 
Registry    ... 

(16.)  Local  Government 
Board         ...  ... 

(17.)  Lunacy  Commission 

(18.)  Mint 

(19.)  National  Debt  Office 

(20.)   Patent  Office 

(21.)  Paymaster  General's 
Office  ...  ••• 

(22.)  Public  Works  Loan 
Commission 

(23  )  Record  Office 

(24.)  Registrar  General's 
Office  ...  ... 

(25.)  Stationery  Office 
and  Printing 

(26. )  Woods,  Forests,  Ac, 
Office  of     ...  ... 

(27.)  Works  and  Public 
Buildings.  Office  of  ... 

(38.)  Secret  Service 

Scotland  : 

(29.)  Exchequer  and  other 
Officea        ...  ... 

(30.)  Fishery  Board 
(31.)  Lunacy  Commission 
(32.)  Registrar   General's 
Office  ...  •»• 

(33)  Board  of  Superrision 

Irkland  : 

(34.)  Lord      Lieutenant's 

Household 
(35.)  Chief       Secretary's 

Office,  lie.  ... 


Voted  on 
AooooDt. 
£ 
11,000 

Totmlof 

Estimatt. 
£ 
43,66e 

11,600 

60,306 

16,100 

90,136 

22.600 

18.100 

9,600 

90.076 
72,141 
37,312 

8.000 
700 

31.179 
2,790 

42,200        168,643 


8,100 
7,100 
4,300 
2,100 
14.000 
1,600 

86,200 
3,800 

16.600 
4,400 
7,OU0 


2.600 
6.300 

12,000 

116,000 

6.000 

10.300 
6,800 


1.700 
3,600 
1,600 

1,900 
4,700 


1.900 
9,000 


32.406 
28,166 
16,968 

8,290 
66.017 

6,238 

404,617 
16.195 
63.266 
17,641 
27,196 


6.400  26,666 


10.295 
21.037 

47,870 

469,979 

23,400 

40,918 
23.000 


e,666 
13.23i 

6.891 

0.694 
18.748 


Iconi. 


7,264 
38,378 

[Cuut. 


SUP       SUP 


Supply — cont. 

(36.)  Charitable  Dona* 
tiona  and  Beqaests 
OflSoo  •»•  ••• 

{37.)  Looal  GoTernment 
Board         •••  .•• 

(38.)  Public  Works  OfBoe 

(39.)  Fleoord  Offloe 

(40.)  Registrar  Generars 
Office        ...  ... 

(41.)  Valuation  and  Boun- 
dary Survej 


{GENERAL    INDEX) 

Supphf^^oui. 


SUP 


Voted  on 

Acoount. 

£ 

550 

32.800 
7,700 
1,500 

4.100 

5.700 


Total  of 

Estimate. 

£ 

2.089 

131.148 

80.059 

5,949 

16,068 

29,627 


ToUl  of  Votes  Glass  II.    £535.450  £2.189.404 


:   £ 

£ 

18,200 

72,669 

1,100 

4,150 

50,100 

200.287 

41,000 

163,916 

25,700 

102,406 

23,300 

93,015 

8,000 
3,400 

11.445 
13,566 

0.200 

114.100 

1.400 

36.634 

456.381 

5.428 

•  * 

18,690 

8.400 
150.000 

14.601 
451,705 

Class  IIL — Law  aitd  Josnoi. 
Ekolaitd  : 

(i.)  Law  Chari^  ... 

(s.)  Public   Prosecutor's 

Office  •••  ••« 

(3.)  Criminal      Prosecu- 
tions ...  ... 

(4.)  Chancery    Division, 
flisrh  Court  of  Justice 
(5.)  Queen's  Bench.  Ao. 
Divisions,  High  Court 
of  Justice  ... 
(6.)  Probate,  dtc.  Regis- 
tries,  High   Court   of 
Justice 
(7.)  Admiralty  Registry, 
Hifh  Court  of  Justice 
(8.)   Wreck  Commission 
(9.)    Bankruptcy     Court 
(London)    ...  .«• 

(lo.)  County  Courts 
(11.)  Land  Registry 
( I  s.)  Revising  Barristers, 
England     ...  .«• 

(13.)  Police  Courts  (Lon- 
don and  Sheemess) ... 
(14.)  Metropolitan   Police 
(15.)  County  and  Borough 
Police,  Great  Britain 
(for    inspection    only) 
(16.)  Convict     Establish- 
ments in  England  and 
the  Colonies 
(17.)  Prisons,  England  ... 
(18.)  Reformatory  and  In- 
dustrial Schools,  Great 
Britain       ...  ••• 

(19.)  Broadmoor  Criminal 
Lunatic  Asylom       ••• 

Scotlavd: 

(30.)  Lord  Advocate,  and 
Criminal   Proceedings 

(21.)  Courts  of  Law  and 
Justice 

(2a.)  Register  House  De- 
partments ... 

(23.)  Prisons,  Scotland ... 

Ibblaxd  : 

(24.)  Law  Charges  and  Cri- 
minal Prosecutions  .  . 
(25.^  Chancery     DiTision, 
'  High  Court  of  Justice 


800         898.448 


109,200 
119,600 

427,497 
469,331 

66,000 

262,616 

6,500 

25,751 

16.700 

66,730 

15,500 

61,955 

9.100 
20,400 

36,250 
8l,3S7 

21,700 

8«(.44il 

9,600 

38,227 

[tfonf. 

(26.)  Queen's  Bench,  Ac. 
Divisions,  ditto 

(27.)  Land  Judges' OlBees, 
ditto  •■.  ••• 

(28.)  Probate. dso..  Regis- 
tries, ditto 
(29.)  Court  of  Bankruptcy 

(30.)  Admiralty  Coart  Re- 
gistry ...  m^ 

(31.)  Registry   of  Deeds 

(32.)  Registry  of  Jodg- 
roents        •••  ••• 

iSS')  County  Covii  Offl- 
oers,  so.    •••  •«• 

(34.')  Dublin  Motropolitaa 
Police  (including  Police 
Courts)      ...  ••• 

(3%)  Constabulary 

(36.)  Prisons,  Ireland  ... 

(37.)  Reformatory  and  In- 
dustrial Schools       ••• 

(38.)  Dnndrum  Criminal 
Lanatie  Asylam       •- 


Voted  on 
Aceoant. 
£ 
7,100 

3,900 

2,900 
9,«00 

450 
5,000 

750 

20,600 

84,600 

880,000 

86,500 

22300 

1,700 


SUP 

Total  of 

Estimate. 
£ 
23,302 

11,421 

11.545 
10.233 

1,695 
19,605 

2.905 

82,123 

189.162 

1,181.461 

145.700 

90,913 
6,784 


Total  of  Votes  Clau  IIL  £1.856.900    £5.783,470 


Clam  IV, — Educatiov,  Scbhcb, 
EvoLAin> :  £ 

(i.)  Public  Edoeation  «.    970,000 

(2.)  Science  and  Art  D*- 

IMirtment   ...  •••     110,000 

(3. )  British  Museum   .^      50,000 

(4.)  National  Gallery  ...        4,400 

(5.)  National       Portrait 

Gallery      ...  ...  600 

(6.)  Learned  Sooietiat, 
Ac.  ...  ...        8,000 

(7.)  Ix>ndon     University        2,800 

(8.)  Deep  Sea  Eiploring 

Expedition  (Report)  1,200 

(9.)  Sydney  and  Mel- 
bourne iDtematioiuU 
Exhibitions  ...        S,000 


Scotlavd  : 

(10.)  Pablie  Edoeation 
(11.)  UniTertitiea,  Ao. 
(I a.)  National  GfOkry 

luLAim  ! 
(13.)  Pnblio  Edoeation 

(14.)  Teaohen'     Pension 
Office      ...  ••• 

(15.)  Endowed      Sehoolf 
Commissioneri        ... 

(16.)  National  Gallery   ... 

^17.)  Qneen's  University 

(18.)  Queen's  Colleges  ... 

(19  )  Royal  Irish  Aeademy 


230,000 

4,700 

600 


815,000 

600 

MO 

600 

1,400 

8,500 

500 


> 
aan  Ait. 

£ 
2,686,077 

820.769 

118.257 

17.874 

2J9« 

17,05« 
10,924 

4,50* 


8.720 


464.20S 

18JI9 

2,100 


7SS.866 

1,651 

640 
S,8S9 

0,208 

18,628 

2,009 


Total  of  Vules  Class  IV.  £1,006,000  £4,978,221 


SUP        SUP 


nt. 


Olam  V. — Colonial,  Oorsulab,  aitd  otdbb 

FOBEIGII   SbBTIOBI. 

Voted  on 


{SESSION    1880)        SUP         STN 

Supply— cont» 

ClASI  VIL — MllOBLLANBOUl,  SPBOIAL, 

AMD  Tbmpobabt  Objbotb. 


(i.)  Diplomaiio  Services 

(a.)  Consular  Services  .. 

(3.)  Colonies,  Grants-in- 
^IklCl  •••  ••• 

(4.)  Orange  River' Terri- 
tory and  St.  Helena 

(5.)  Snex  Canal  (British 
Direetors) 

(6.)  Suppression  of  the 
Slave  Trade 

(7.)  Tonnage     Bounties, 

(8.)  Cyprus  Police 
(^)  Subsidies    to    Tele- 
graph Companies    ... 


Account. 
£ 
53,000 
62,500 

9,000 
600 
i50 

1,800 

8,000 
6,500 

17,500 


Total  of 
Estimate. 
£ 
202,910 

240,167 

35,576 

2,305 

1,020 

7,107 

11,407 
26,000 

35,000 


Total  of  Votes  Class  V.  £159,350        £571,092 


(i.)  Temporary  Commis- 
sions ...  ..• 

(a.)  Miscellaneous     Ex* 
penses        ...  ••• 


Voted  on  ToUl  of 

Account.  Estimate. 

£  £ 

14,000  41,411 


1,700 


6,529 


Total  ofVotes,  Class  VIL  £15,700   ...  £47,940 
Total  for  Civil  Services  £4,392,400    £15,436,442 


£ 
110,000 


Oi*AM  VI.  —  SuPEBAiriruATioir  and  Rbtibsd 
Allowakobs  AMD  Gbatuitibs  fob  Cua- 
bitablb    and    otdkb    Purposes. 

(i.).  Superannuation  and 
Retired  Allowances  ... 

(3.)  Merchant  Seamen's 
Fond  Pensions,  <bo.  ... 

(3.)  Relief  of  Distressed 
Brittsh  Seamen  Abroad 

(4.)  Pauper  Lunatics, 
England     ...  ... 

(5.)  Pauper  Lunatics, 
Scotland     ...  ... 

(6.)  Pauper  Lunatics, 
Ireland 

(7.)  Hospitals  and  Infir- 
nnaries,  Ireland 

(8.)  Savings  Banks  and 
Friendly  Societies  De- 
nciency       ...  ... 

(9.)  Miscellaneous  Chari- 
table and  other  Allow- 
ances, Ac,  Great  Bri- 
tain •••  ••• 

(10.)  Miscellaneous  Chari- 
table and  other  Allow- 
Boces,  Ireland 


£ 
200,000 

£ 
446,175 

7,100 

28,150 

8,100 

32,400 

— 

410,000 

— 

74,479 

60,500 

86,332 

4,300 

17,058 

200,000       1,846,032 


1,000 
1,100 


122,306 

3,964 
4,219 


ToUl  of  Votes,  Class  VI.  £282,100   £1,225,083 


REVENOE  DEPARTMENTS,  1880-81. 

Vote  I.  For  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Cus- 
toms Department 

Vote  II.  For  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  In- 
land Revenue  Depart- 
ment ...  ... 

Vote  III.  For  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Post 
OflBce  Services,  the  ex- 
penses of  Post  Office 
Savings  Banks,  and 
Government  Annuities 
and  Insurances,  and 
the  Collection  of  the 
Post  Office  Revenue  ... 

Vote  IV.  For  the  Post 
Office  Packet  Service... 

Vote  V.  For  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the 
Post  Office  Telegraph 
Service         ... 


£ 
970,677 


410,000 
200,000 


3,420,404 
710,468 


350,000       1,210,736 


Total  Revenue  Depts....  £1,270.000    £8,168,317 


Resolutions  reported  Mar  10 ;  and,  after  short 
debate,  agreed  to,  [251]  771 

CoMMiTTiB  Mar  8— Ripobt  Mar  10 

Advances   for  Greenwich 

Hospital  and  School,  on  £  £ 

account        ...  ..•       36,548         146,193 


Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Acts — The 

Aeeitee 
Question,  Sir    Henry    James ;    Answer,    Mr. 
Assheton  Cross  Feb  17,  [250]  809 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (District 

Courts)  Bill  (Mr.  Joseph  Coxcen^  Mr. 

Ripley^  Mr.  Rowlty  Hilly  Mr.  Eustace Sinith) 

€.  Ordered  ;  read  1»  •  Feb  25  [Bill  87] 

2R.  Fri.  May  28 


SwANSTON,  Mr.  A.,  Bandon 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland),  Comm.  cL  S,  [250] 

731,084 
Seed  Potatoes  (Ireland),  Consid.  cl,  6,  [250] 

881 

Synan,  Mr.  E.  J.,  Limerick  Co, 

Irish  Church  Act  (1869)  Amendment,  Leave, 

[251]  276 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [250]  294,  333 


STN        THU 


(QENEEAL    INDEX] 
«5o-*5i. 


TIT 


TBI 


SriTAir,  Mr.  E.  J.^eorU. 

Parliament — Business  of  the  House  (Order  in 
Debate).  Res.  [150]  U96,  1642,  1679,  1688, 
1602,1603,  1701 

Poor  Removal,  [250]  514 
350]  Relierof  Distress  (Ireland).  2 R.  Araendt.534. 
556,  560  ;  Comm.  Amendt.  688  ;  cl.  3,  026, 
042,  052 ;  cl  4,  000,  002  ;  cL  5,  003  ;  el.  0, 
900  :  Amendt.  1002,  1003.  1004,  1005, 1006, 
1007;  Consid.  add,  el.  1227;  el.  4,  1234. 
1235 

Taxation  (Great  Britain  and  Ireland),  Motion 
for  a  Select  Committee,  [251]  710 

Ulster  Tenant  Right,  2R.  [251]  256 


Talbot,   Mr.  J.  G.  (Secretary  to   the 

Board  of  Trade),  Oxford  Univenity 

Companies  Acts  Amendment,  2R.  [250]  887 
Gaslight  and  Coke,  Commercial  Gas,  and  South 

Metropolitan  Gaslight  and  Coke  CompaniM, 

2R.  [250]  780 
Hall. Markinir  (Gold  and  SiWer).  [251]  150 
Mercantile  Marine — Lighta  of  Fishing  Vessels 

at  Sea,  [250]  148 
Railways  Acts,  Regulation  of — Tht  Railway 

Commissioners,  [250]  704 


Taxation — Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
Moved,  **  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  and  report  whether  there  is, 
as  alleged,  some  and  what  disparity  in  the 
incidence  of  Imperial  Taxation  as  it  affects 
the  several  Countries  of  which  the  United 
Kingdom  is  composed  ;  and  whether,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  circumstances 
call  for  any  and  what  changes  in  the  fiscal 
legislation  for  England.  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land respectively "  {Sir  Joe^ph  M'Keima) 
Afar  9,  [251]  605 ;  after  debate.  Question 
put  ;  A.  36,  N.  53  ;  M.  22  (D.  U  38) 


Taylor,  Mr.  D.,   Cohraine 

Relief  of  Distress  (Ireland).  2R.  [2^0]  550 
Supply— National  Education  in  Ireland,  [251] 

370 
Ulster  Tenant  Right,  2R.  [251]  252,  267 


Taylor.  Mr.  P.  A.,  Leicester  Bo, 

Army  Discipline  and  Regulation  (Annual),  2R. 

[251]  855 
Game  Laws.  Res.  [251]  162.  220 


Tkmplktowx,  Tiscount 

Relief  of  DistreM  (Ireland*,  SB.  ^251]  16 

Texxaxt,  Mr.  C.   Gla^^oic 

Mercantile  Marina — Li|rht  Docs  on  Shipping, 
[251]  200 


Tithe  Commatatum  Bin 

{Mr.  Goldney,  Mr,  Gr*f9ry\ 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  •  Fth  6  TBlI  k; 

2R.  Wed.  April  14 


ToLLEMACHE,  Hon.  W.,  ChuMre,  W. 
Inland  Revenue — Customs  R*-orfaaiatioa  si 
Liverpool,  [250]  453 


ToRBENS,  Mr.  W.  T.  M.,  Fin$hurf 
Metropolitan  Polioa — Pay  and   Orgaaixaiioo, 

[250]  913 
Metropolitan  Police  District  —  Criminal  Su- 

tUties,  [251]  22 


Tarree  Straits  leland^^lTke  Amnaraiien 
Question,    Mr.    A.    M*Arthar;    Answer.  Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beaeh  Fei  If,  [350]  508 


Tracy,  Hon.  F.  8.  A.  Hasbury-,  Moni- 
gomerf 
Copyright,  Law  of,  [150]  383 


lireatjf  Guaranteee 
Ohservaiions,  Questions,  Sir  William  Hareevt : 
Answers,  The  Attorney  General,  The  Cbss- 
cellor  of  the  Esehcqoer  Feb  13,  [350]  G3S 


IVeaty  of  Berlin 

MiscsLLAviovs  QuBsnova 

Article  23 — The  Ewrtpeam  /Vstfinsff,  Q«e»- 

tion.  Sir  George  Campbell ;    Answer,  Mr. 

250]  Bourke  Feb  9,  365  :— £«ro^Mi»   Turin, 

Question.   Sir  George  Campbell ;  A «•»»', 

.  Mr.  Bourke  Feb  13,616 :— fVwincuil  Cmuti- 
tution$  of  European  Turiey,  Qeestion,  Sir 
George  Campbell;     Answer,    Mr.    Bourke 

.  Fd>  30,  1100:'.^rfid^44  — AwMHU. 
Question,  Mr.  Serjeant  Simon ;  Answer. 
The  Cbaneellor  of  the  Ezebeqosr  /Vl». 

.     1186 

Bulgaria  —  The  Varna  Raiiway  Cempexft 
Question.  Mr.  Mae  Iver ;  Aaswer,  Mr. 
Bourke  Maw  IS,  [151]  914 

Comareee  of  Berlin^ PrvUeoi  18  — OttNits 
BondAoUere,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Ryknds:  As- 
swer.  The  ChaneeUor  of  tbe  CiebMscr 
/V^38,[25o]llM 


Treilayxe,  CohmelA.,  Drura 

Army  EsUaatet  —  DcpartacBUl  Statcatst. 


Thtrlow,  Lord 

Ilypotbec  AK^lition  «Scot'iand\  3R.  '251'  Wl 
Public     Health  —  TrichioMis  —  SeUx*: '  Ship 
"Cornwall."   2<o' 903 


Tripartite  Tremtp  af  1856.  Tka 
Obe«TTatioM.  Qneeiion,  Bad  Qnntttle  f  t^* 
The    Eari    of    BcMesMieM; 
ibersoB  Fs6  17,  [350]  TTT 


TOR 


ULS 


(SESSION     1  880) 


VAC 


WAD 


l\$rkey 
MitciLLAifioni  QnvinoiiB 

Afifff a- Turkish  Convention  {Appointment  of 
Oficeri)—HafiM  Pasha,  Qnestions,  Mr.  Dilf- 
WTn,  Mr.  Rjlands  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Bourke 
25o]JFV6  10,  680;  Question,  Mr.  Rylands  :  An- 
swer, Mr.  Bourke  Feb  10,  013  ; — Keamil 
Pasha,  Qaestion  Mr.  Pease ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Boorke,  027 

Appcintmtnt  of  British  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls,  Question,  Mr.  Wbitwell ;  Answer,  Mr. 
Bourke  Feb  0,  [250]  268 

Capture  of  Colonel  Synge  by  Brigands,  Qaes- 
tions,  Mr.  11.  Samuelson;  Answers,  Mr. 
Boorke  F^  23,  [250]  1108  ;  Feb  24,  1200 

Coryespcndence  as  to  Ahmed  TewJUc  and  Dr. 
jkoeua.  Question,  Mr.  E.  Jenkins ;  Answer, 
Mr.  Bourke  Feb  0,  [250]  260 

Murder  of  Mr.  Ogle,  Questions,  Mr.  H.  Samuel- 
son  ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer F«f6 10,  [250]  38 1  ;  Feb  20,  UOi;  Feb 23, 
]  107  ;  Question,  Mr.  £.  Jenkins  ;  Answer, 
The  Cbanoellor  of  the  Exchequer  Feb  27, 
1571 

Th0  Eastern  Question,  Observations,  Lord 
Stratheden  and  Campbell  Mar  8,  [251]  646 

7^  Slave  Trade  Treaty,  Questions,  Mr.  An- 
derson, Mr.  W.  E.  Forster ;  Answers,  Mr. 
Bourke  Feb  0,  [250]  266 

Turkey — Letter  of  the  Ameer  of  Afghan- 
istan to  the  Sultan 
Moved,  **  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Ber  Majesty  for  a  Copy  of  the  letter  from 
the  late  Ameer  of  Afghanistan  to  the  Sultan, 
dated  10th  Januanr  1878"  ( The  Lord  Strathe- 
den and  Campbell)  Mar  15,  [251]  073  ;  after 
debate,  Motion  withdrawn 

Turkey  and   Greece — Rectification  of  the 

Frontier 

Question,  Mr.  W.   Cartwright ;    Answer,  Mr. 

•51]  Bourke  Mar  2,   151  ; —  The    Commission, 

Question,  Sir  Charles  W.   Dilke :  Answer, 

.     Mr.  Bourke  Mar  12,  015  ;  Question,  Mr.  W. 

Cartwright  ;    Answer,    Mr.    E.    Stanhope 

.     Mar  16,  1004  ;  Observations,  Question,  The 

Marquess  of  llartington  ;  Reply,  The  Chan- 

•      cellor  of  the  Exchequer  Mar  18,  12U8 

'  Pari.  Papers— 

The  Vilayet  of  Aleppo  ....  [2468] 
Demarcation  of  Frontiers .  [2471]  [2474] 
Return  of  Consular  Appointments .  [2473] 

Turnpike  Acts  Continuance  Act,  1879 
Select  Committee  appointed,  "  to  inquire  Into 

the  Fifth  Schedule  of  The  Annual  Turnpike 

Acts  Continuance  Act,  1870  * "  Feb  20,  [250] 

1163 
Committee  nominated  as  follows  ; — Mr.  Beach, 

Mr.    Wentworth    Beaumont,    Lord    George 

Cavendish,    Sir    Ilarcourt    Johnstone,     Mr. 

Clare   Read,   Mr.   Salt,    and    Mr.   Spencer 

Stanhope 

mater  Tenant  Right  Bill 

{Mr.  Macartney,  Mr.  Charles  Lewis) 

€.  Ordered  ;  read  l*  •  Ft6  6  [Bill  8] 

Read  2°,  after  debate  Mar  3,  [251]  243 
Committee  Tues,  April  18 


Vaccination  Bill      (Dr.  Cameron,  Smrl  Ptrey^ 
Mr.  Lyon  Flayfair,  Dr.  Lush,  Dr.  Ward) 

e.  Ordered ;  read  I'  •  Feb  6  [Bill  0] 

Question,   Mr.    Sclater-Booth ;    Answer,  Dr. 

Cameron  Mar  0.  [251]  604 
Bill  withdrawn  Mar  10,742 

Vaccination — Durham  Board  of  Guardians 
Question,  Mr.  Gouiley  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Sclater- 
Booth  ifar  1, [251]  27 

Valuation  (Metropolis)  Act  a869)  Amend- 

ment  Bill        {Sir  Henry  Selwin-Ibbetstm, 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Fxchequsr) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1«»  Mar  2  [Bill  08] 

Read  2«>»  Mar  8 

Committee  ;  Report  Mar  10.  [251]  774 

Read  3^  after  short  debate  Mar  11,  807 
I.  Read  1»*  {Lord  President)  Mar  12  (No.  $S) 

2R.  discharged  Mar  18 

Valuation  of  Property  {Metrcpolu)  Act, 

1869 
Clauses  4,  6,  and  7,  Question,  Sir  John  Hay  ; 

Answer,  Sir  lienry  Selwin-lbbetaon  Mar  4, 

[251]  208 
London    Water    Companies,    Question,    Mr. 

Goschen ;     Answer,    Mr.    Assheton    Cross 

Mar  11,  [251]  811 
The   Schedule    of    Questions,   Question,    Mr. 

Thomson  llanae^ ;  Answer,  Sir  Henry  Sel- 

win-Ibbetson  Mar  0,  [^1]  681 

Verneb,  Mr.  E.  W.,  Armagh  Co, 

Publio   Health  —  Adulteration  of  Food    tad 
Drugs  Act,  1875,  [251]  148 

Vivian,  Mr.  H.  Hussey,  Glamor gamhire 

Education  (Wales),  [251]  23 
Parliamentary  Elections  and  Corrupt  Praotioei 
(No.  2),  Comm.  et.  2,  [251]  1141 

Volunteer  Corps  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Mr,  O'CUry,  Lord  Francis  Conynyham,  M^for 

Nolan,     Major     0*Beime,     Colonel     King^ 

Harman,  Colonel  ColthHrstfMq/orC Gorman, 

Colonel  The  O'Oorman  Mahon) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  !«•  Feb  6  [Bill  25] 

Moved,    <*That    the    Bill    be  now   read  f" 

Mar  1.  [251]  116 
Amendt.  to  leave  out  ** now,"  and  add  "upon 

this   day  six   months "  C^'tV  John  Leslie) ; 

Question    proposed,    "  That    '  now,*    dto. ; " 

after  debate,  Question  put ;  A.  12,  N.  81  ; 

M.  60  (D.  L.  3U) 
Words  added  ;  main  Question,  as  amended,  put, 

and  agreed  to  ;  2K.  put  off  for  six  months 

Waddy,  Mr.  8.  D.,  Barnstaple 

Army  Discipline  and  Regulation  (Annual),  2R. 

[25']  853 
liurough  Franchise  (Ireland),  Res.  [250]  846 
Channel  Islands  —  Jersey  —  Payment   of  the 

Judge,  [250]  1573 

[eont 


